
wvk h"bc uahseh rat ohasev kt ofgrz kfn creh rat aht kf
tuvv apbv v,rfbu uhkg u,tnyu - (d-cf) v,kgnu vuenc vrvy ,cuj

    dkg ohrcsnv ,utrenv uktc oda jrfvcu ',hjmb thv vausev ubh,ru, 'vb
ohmujbv ohhj ,ufhkv kg od ohrun upeu,c snug asenv ,hca inzc ohdvubv ohrcs
kg sungba hsf ubhbhg ,t rhtvk cu,fv iuuhfa rapta h,gsc vkgu /',ukdv hnhk
',urvyk vke, ubhv vtnuyv ,uthmna gsuh cr hc rc kf vbvs 'vtnuyv ka v,uvn
vausec tuv o,khft ,cuja ,urvyu ohase ka ,ukhft kg ubt ohrvzuna rjtnu
uhva ,urvyvu ohasev ,uhrjtc tahk hktrahv ahtv ,cujn vhv if kg 'vrvycu
tka hsf vtnuy kfn unmg ,t rvyk uhkg vhvu 'ohrjt ,uarc ut u,uarc ohhumn
lfk ;xubc lt 'vausevu vrvyv ,cujk yuapv ogyv uvzu ',urvyv ukt ,t shxph
'unmgk ezhv od ubhv ohasev kt tnyv ka u,ucre,va ubhbpka trenv ubk vkdn

/k"r apbv ,u,hrfu iuhkf orudv kusd ezhvc tkt iye ezhvc rcusnv ihtu
vfuz ohase ,khft ihbg ouhvf ubk ihta ;t kg hf 'ubt ubhnhc od lhha vz ihbgu    
tka rhvz ,uhvk uhkgu 'vru,v ,ause thv vausev kt cre,vk ktrahn ost kf
,ufrc) vtnuy ohkcen obht vru, hrcsa ;tu 'uhkg vrua vtnuyaf vhkt cre,vk
tka vhkt cre,nv vzk ruyp ,bgy lfc iht lt 'v,ause ksud ,chxk uvz (/cf
vhkt cre,nv kukg ,uausev kf kgn thv vru,v ,ausea rjtn vcrstu 'vrvyc
rtucnf vru, hr,x sunhkc yrpcu 'uapbk kusd r,uh ezhv lfc ourdk vrvy tkc
hshk tuck kukg vrvy tkc vc vduvva i,arpc wanau rutnw ausev rpxc
ory vuenc vkhcy h"g unmg rvyh ost kfa hutrv in if kgu /k"r ,uxruehpt

     

oh,a vpub, ojk uthc, ofh,ucann /// ,cav ,rjnn ofk o,rpxu
 wufu wvk ohrufhc vbpt, .nj vbhhv, ,kx ohburag hba(zh-uy-df)

    tvruntv vasjv vjbnv thv uzu 'vucd oak orunv 'vnur, ojk - vpub, ojk h"ar
rnta vpub,v v,utn ,tzv vpub,v ihta" 'uhrcs ,t arhp wohnfj h,pawcu /vkgnk
,tz ukhtu vtcvv rjtk thv vpub, v,ut hf 'wshrunu vkgnu thcnu lhkunwa vhkg

akn thv tfvs vpub,a rnuk ihfhrm f"g lfkvu 'vtcvv osue thv vpub,vvnrv iu
c c,fu /"vucd oak ,nrunv varpvu((((gggg""""hhhhzzzz    ....hhhhbbbbzzzzhhhhuuuuuuuunnnn    rrrrhhhhttttnnnn    oooohhhhhhhhjjjj    hhhhccccrrrrvvvvkkkk))))    wwwwoooohhhhhhhhjjjj    hhhhrrrrnnnnttttwwww

ub,creuw ohkhnv ka ,"rvf tuv w,cav ,rjnn ofk o,rpxuw ka ,uch, hatrv"a
hsuvhv lfzn vca wrnugv ,rhpx hnhw ,sucga 'znrb vzca k"hu '"wkusdv lnak ubfkn
vnc znrb vz ihhbgu) uhkt gbfbu wv kt kyc,nu ,uhfubtu ,uhrnujv uh,ushn ,t
vubgv ,shn kg vrunv wvnw ohhngp tuv wofthcv ouhn ',cav ,rjnnw ka ,"rva
vgac wpta 'ofc hbeauj 'ktrahk v"cev ovk rntw 'y"p ihkuj trndc t,htsf]
irvtu vank vkusd h,,b 'hbpk ofnmg ,t ihygnn o,t vkusd ofk ghpan hbta
huv [k"bf] stn [wvnw vrynhdc] stnw [ws ws ,uct] k"zjt vhkga [wvn ubjbuw rnt
ubgnk er ivc an,anu ([wufu ,cav ,rjnnws"he wng oa ohhj hrnt] wjur kpa

  

 /vkhp,u vru, ka vause hruchs uhpc thmuna
kgu 'vrvy tkc vru,c vduvv odp ksudc ,unuen vnfc lhrtv wev h"rtvu    
cuhj vzc iht vfkvv smna ;tu 'i"jv ,ru,c vduvvn ,arsbv vrh,hv vausev
ushpev 'trzg ,khcy cuhj vkyc,b ubhnhca (t 'jp ohhj jrut) g"uac rtucnf
ory vuenv hnc onmg ,t urvhyu 'ausev h"rtv ,rvztf ,uagk ohehsm vcrv
rhvz ,uhvk ovk hutr vfkvv ka vrutk ohfkuvv ukt odu /sunhkv hrgac otuc
vhva hauev ,njn ot hf uz vbe, k"z ubhnfj urh,v tk hf 'vuenv ,rvyc
ukt kkfc v,hvu vnuhe lrumk dkau rupf gueck lrum vhv ovhnhc hf 'vnuhec
,unuen kfc ktrah ufza ouhvf lt 'ovc sungk ruchmv cur jfc ihta ohrcsv
ohhebu ohfz ,urucv hnhn od cur hp kgu 'ohrsuvnu ohraf ,utuuenk ovh,ucaun
(s-c e"x oa) c"banc od vtru 'uz vbe,n yn,avk hutrv in ubht ifk 'ohnju
ouhvf od duvbk vmura hn ouen kfn vrzg ,be, vkyc,ba rjt oda c,fa

/uz vbe,c ohdvuba vagn habt aha thcv odu 'vfrc uhkg tc, uz vkhcyc
     v kgc ka ohrrugnvu wev uhrcs vnv ohtkpb vnuwwwwvvvvnnnnffffjjjj    ,,,,hhhhaaaattttrrrrwwww'vcvtv rga) 

uhektc uapb ostv ecshk kusd guhx tuv vkhcyv h"g vrvyv vbv :c,fa (th
vcvtv rehgu 'wufu ost ka uck ,nynyn vtnuyv - tny u,uhvca 'u,sucgcu
'wrahv rpxwc v"g o, ubhcr c,f ifu ',urzv ,ucajnvn ckv ,rvyc huk, ,uecsvu
'vnabk odp ,me ghdh htsuuc tny ;udv ,uhvcu 'apbc vrvy asjh ;udv ,rvy hf

 iutdv tahse tgrts trn kg rpuxnu /oa ihhgkkkk""""mmmmzzzz    sssskkkkppppbbbbbbbbuuuuzzzz    oooohhhhhhhhjjjj    ;;;;xxxxuuuuhhhh    hhhhccccrrrr    eeeehhhhssssmmmmvvvv
u,bez ,gc ukhptu 'ouhc ohngp vnf ukhpt ohngpku 'vuenk ouhu ouh kf lkuv vhva
lupvk vkufh vuen ota chav ughdh ,chxk ktabafu /vfhkvv uhkg vae v,hva

 /ruvy r,uhu cuy r,uh hsuvh ' hsuvhn ,uagk vkufha htsuuc 'hsuvhk hud
vkufa u,ru, ,t ubnn kceku hbjurv wv kt cre,vk u,ut ,rafn 'hbjur vhvbu

 ,nsev ;uxc wg) uh,unaiiii""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvv/",ugucav djc (wufu ubhshc ah sug v"s ,"vgpk 
vjbnw ohkhnv"a '(wufu vasj vjbn wufu o,crevu v"s z"ye wng oa) lhanvu     
rnuk ahu '(u"g, ohkug ovhbaa) "wours iupmw ohkhnv rpxnk ohkug wvk vasj
rmh kg znurv) .nj ,uptbv ojkv h,awwvk vasj vjbnwv ihhbgna 'znrb vzca

w c,fa unfu 'grvhhhhhhhhjjjjcccc    uuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrr.njv ruxht od v"s wt jxp lrgjnev sfw urpxc w
rmhk znr uc aha .njv ruxhtc gushv in"a 'wufu .njv ruxhtc gushv inuwwufu
uvutreh gharvk vyubv ckv hf 'whcck .nj,h hfw iuakn tuv .nj iuaku /// grv
'w.hnjva rjtk itf '.hnjva osue itfw arufc urnta ihbgfu 'w.hnjvwa k"zr
,uagk hbumra lhbpk gushu hukdw aurhpc urnt ifu '.nuj treb sxpbv ihhv ifu
'rutak r"vmh ,t ukhanva hrvu 'r"vmh rnukf wvxhgca ruta 'cfgn hnu 'lbumr
wvgr thva vhkg shgn ou,jbva vxhgk vk hutubrmh gsh tuv hfw arsnc urntu
ohhrnujv uhbhhbgu r"vmhc od an,avk 'tuv w,ugucav djc wvk ,utcv ("wufu
kkp,h] ihpmh rhagvk vmurvw :v"f c"c wg) wiupmwv in gpaunv w,urhagwc iudfu
wv ignk (wiupmc [,urhag ghpanv] ijkua lhbnhxu '[{h"ar} iupm smk uhbp og
smk uhbp og kkp,h] ohrsh ohfjvk vmurvwoa wg) wourswv in ,gpaunv u,ru,u

/vz ouhc vb,hba (woursc [vnfj ,gpanv] vrubn lhbnhxu '[{oa} ours

The Medrash Tanchuma states as follows:

     “wvsu, jcz ujcz, hfuw - Rabbis Pinchos, Levi and Yochanan said in the name of Rav Menachem from the Galil, that in the

future all the sacrifices will become null and void, but the Korban Todah (thanksgiving sacrifice) will stay on forever. In the

future, all gratitude will become null and void, but the thanksgiving of the Todah will go on forever. As it says (Yirmiyahu

33-10,11): wwv ,t usuv ohrnut kue /// gnah sugw - ‘There shall again be heard .... the sound of those saying, ‘Thank the Lord of

Hosts, for the Lord is good, His kindness endures forever, bringing a thanksgiving offering to the House of the Lord.’”
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Rabbeinu Moshe ben Nachman zt”l (Ramban quoted in Talilei Oros) would say:

     “wwwv vum ratf uag ktrah hbcuw - Why does the Torah tell us that ‘the Jewish people did as Hashem commanded,’

specifically with the blasphemer (;sdn)? Didn’t they always do as Hashem commanded? The answer is the Torah is

calling to our attention the fact that the people imprisoned, judged and ultimately executed this sinner not because they

didn’t like him or had anything against him. Rather, they did it with one intention only: to fulfill the command of

Hashem and rid their camp of the festering sore that was plaguing them. ”

A Wise Man would say: “Don’t worry about knowing people - make yourself worth knowing.”        

(4) c"fe,, ohshxj rpx (3) uars, ubfak (2) ws ,uct (1)
ohshxj rpx kg sxuhn (7) c:dk ohrcs (6) h:d (5) c"pr s"uh

v:cpr s"uh ;xuh hfrc (8) d"ne,,

TO SUBSCRIBE TO SUBSCRIBE TO SUBSCRIBE TO SUBSCRIBE 

AND RECEIVE AND RECEIVE AND RECEIVE AND RECEIVE THIS THIS THIS THIS 

TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.

WWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORGWWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORGWWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORGWWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORG

OR SEND AN EMAIL TOOR SEND AN EMAIL TOOR SEND AN EMAIL TOOR SEND AN EMAIL TO

TORAHTAVLIN@TORAHTAVLIN@TORAHTAVLIN@TORAHTAVLIN@

YAHOO.COMYAHOO.COMYAHOO.COMYAHOO.COM

"objc v,t ;t objc hbt vn" - Bechoros 29a
     Our Gemara teaches that a Rav or Rebbi may not take a salary for
paskening or teaching Torah. The Rema (u"nr s"uh) brings in the name
of the Bais Yosef and Rashbatz, it is permitted. The Rema continues
and says that it is Minhag Yisroel in all places, that a Rav does get paid
so he shouldn’t need to go out to the workplace and demean the Torah.
The Bach mentions the Bais Yosef and Rashbatz as well and brings
proof from Shas that Rabbanim and Roshei Yeshivos should be given
salaries and assistance (and they should accept) unless they are rich.
    R’ Moshe zt”l in Igros Moshe (zye:c s"uh) mentions the Shach and
Kesef Mishna who agree that even if the halacha might be like the
Rambam who argues on the above, the minhag in all of Klal Yisroel is to
pay Rabbanim, because otherwise they couldn’t devote themselves
properly to their Torah studies. R’ Moshe says that it is clear and simple
to him that in our times (l,ru, urpv wvk ,uagk ,g), Rebbeim and
Rabbanim should be paid and accept payment. If they refuse to take
compensation and instead say they will work and also teach or Pasken,
this is the yetzer hara speaking trying to drive them to stop their learning.

,nab hukhgk
ovrct wr

ktuna ;xuh
wr ic rykt
k"z whcuy

tahr u,hgru
wr ,c kjr

ovrct
v"g vnka
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Boruch Lefkowitz Boruch Lefkowitz Boruch Lefkowitz Boruch Lefkowitz wgru (Lkd) (Lkd) (Lkd) (Lkd)
on the upcoming chasunaon the upcoming chasunaon the upcoming chasunaon the upcoming chasuna
of Alexander & Miriam of Alexander & Miriam of Alexander & Miriam of Alexander & Miriam h"b....
May they be zoche to buildMay they be zoche to buildMay they be zoche to buildMay they be zoche to build
a bayis ne’eman b’Yisroel a bayis ne’eman b’Yisroel a bayis ne’eman b’Yisroel a bayis ne’eman b’Yisroel 
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         A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (127)
Honoring Seforim: Placing Seforim With Unclean Objects.
In the peirush Ri Even Shushan (1), the author writes that one

should not put seforim together with sweaty or dirty items and
clothing, such as shoes and socks. The same is true for soiled
food utensils. A modern day application of this is when one carries
a sefer with him in the airport (a good idea) and must check it
through security. If he has to remove his shoes, he should not put
them in a bin with the sefer. He should put them in a separate bin,
or at least separate them with another clean item in the same bin.
Tear in Sefer. If one sees a tear in a sefer or its cover, he should
stick it together. The Steipler Gaon was very careful about this (2).

Placing a Sefer. A person should not place a sefer in a manner
or position that may cause it to fall to the ground (3). This
includes when putting seforim on a car seat, or something
similar, he should be careful that the slope of the car seat, the
motion of the car, and the possible short stops that he might
make, should not cause the seforim to fall to the floor. He also
must put it in a place where it is protected from rain, strong
winds and young children who do not know how to treat a sefer

properly. If he sees young children playing with a sefer, he
should certainly take it away from them. When clearing seforim

to the side to make space, one should do so softly and with
respect, and not give the seforim a rough push to the side.
Passing a Sefer. When asked to pass a sefer, one should not
throw it or slide it down a table (4), but rather, he should place it
in the other person’s hand gently and respectfully. Also, when
passing a sefer, he should try to pass it with his right hand, and
the receiver should try to receive it in his right hand, as it says in
Meseches Sefer Torah (5). The braisa learns this from the posuk

(6), “From His Right Hand a Torah of fire was given to them.”

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

Keeping it Right Side Up. One should take care when putting
seforim in a bag or suitcase that they are placed in a way that
when they are carried in their normal manner, the sefer should be
right side up. For example, when packing an open suitcase the
handle is facing him. If he places a sefer inside with the bottom
facing himself, when the suitcase is closed and picked up by the
handle, the sefer will be upside down for the whole journey (7).
Turning an Open Sefer Face Down. The sefer Sheyurei
Bracha (8) says that people who daven or learn and stop for an
aliyah, or to talk, should not turn the open sefer face down to
hold their place. Some Baalei Kriah do this as they stop to lain.
He writes not to do so as this is shaming the sefer.



    The Torah commands us to take a Lulav and Esrog on Sukkos and go out and rejoice before Hashem. The Medrash explains
that after an intense avoda and teshuva on Yom Kippur, Klal Yisroel stands proud on Sukkos carrying their flag of victory,
which are the Arba Minim. In the Bais HaMikdash, although all of our sins were wiped clean with the jk,anv rhga, there was
one sin that was so severe that even after Yom Kippur it required further atonement. The entire Sukkos, and every single holiday
and Rosh Chodesh, the Jewish people were required to offer sacrifices to atone for the sin of "asen ,tnuy" - bringing impurity
into the Bais HaMikdash. In fact, the mitzvah of Lulav and Esrog was carried out every day of Sukkos in the Bais HaMikdash,
unlike in all other places where, during the times of the Bais HaMikdash, it was only carried out on the first day of Sukkos. The
reason, explains the Chasam Sofer zt”l, is that wherever the fight is greater, the victory is greater. Since Lulav and Esrog
represents the victory over the powers of sin, thus, inside the Bais HaMikdash is the place where one needs the greatest strength
to overcome the tremendous power of Tumah.We can see that since we needed so many sacrifices to atone specifically for the
sin of defiling the Mikdash, it is something that must constantly be worked on. This serves as a tremendous lesson for us. 
     The most terrible sin in the world which requires constant atonement is one who defiles the holiest place. Nowadays, we do
not have a Bais HaMikdash so what is the holiest place for a Jew? “Bilvavi Mishkan Evneh” - I will build a sanctuary in my
heart. Our hearts and our minds must be utilized to serve Hashem and they must constantly be filled up with holiness.
Everything we read and see and hear has a strong effect on our personal “Mikdash.” When we go to inappropriate places and
see inappropriate things, we are committing the worst sin in the world, the sin which needs constant atonement. So be very
careful what you put inside your soul. You don’t want to defile the holiest place in the world ... which is inside your heart!JJ JJ oo oo
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     Hashem told Moshe to talk to the Kohanim and tell them they must not become Tamei to any dead person, except for the
seven close relatives: a wife, mother, father, son, daughter, brother and sister. On this posuk, my Zaida, the “Machsheves
Halev” would say a vort. It is an especially meaningful and poignant vort because it is a true flashback to my Zaida zt”l. 
     I loved calling my grandfather on erev Shabbos for a vort from his wellspring of derashos. A few years ago, he shared with
me a masterpiece. Why does the Torah refer to the kohen’s wife here as "urta" and not "u,at"? He answered, that although she
passed away and he lost a loved one, she left him a legacy via his children. So "urta" here stems from the lashon of "ohhrha",
something left over. Because that is a wife. She left him over a legacy of children. I responded to him with an additional vort
that fit in beautifully. R’ Zalman Sorotzkin zt”l (Oznaim L’Torah) asks if the sequence is correct. "uhctk///untk///urtak ot hf". A
person knows his father and mother before his wife, so why didn’t the Torah mention them before his wife? The answer is that
the Torah is teaching us an important principle in life. A person’s parents signify his past, whereas his wife is his future, his
generations to come. Although the past is crucial, and even an integral part of his makeup, the focal point of a person is to
build his future no matter what his past was. Turn to Hashem and daven for Siyata D’shmaya for yourself and to build future
doros. It is up to you to build and create a strong future for yourself. Thus, the Torah lists the wife before the parents. 
     When I told it over to him, my Zaida liked the vort. How do I know? Because just this year he called me and although he
was weak, he asked me in a voice barely audible to remind him about this vpxuv to his vort of "urta". So to now be able to
bring these two vertlach together is very sentimental. May it be a zechus for him, for Babbi and the whole mishpacha.              

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 /// ohnh ,gca ofhekt wv hbpk o,jnau(n-df)

 ofh,caun kfc wvk tuv ,ca uag, tk vftkn kf ase tren iu,ca ,ca hghcav ouhcu vftkn vag, ohnh ,aac-df)(
    The great Rosh Yeshivah of Porat Yosef, a leading Sephardic institution in Jerusalem, Chacham Rav Yehudah
Tzadka zt”l, was characterized by his love of Torah and its Sages, and his desire and alacrity to perform mitzvos. He lived
simply and encouraged his students to be content without luxuries. His most important mission in life was to teach Torah
to students and laymen alike, and he conducted many shiurim to the impoverished and under-educated in the Sephardic
community. Hundreds of people turned to him for advice and he was most beloved by Jews of all stripes.
     Beyond the walls of the yeshiva, Rav Tzadka was active throughout Israel, encouraging Sephardic families to give their
children a Torah education rather than send them to secular schools. He spoke at rallies sponsored by the P’eylim
organization on behalf of Torah education for new immigrants, and made the rounds on school registration days, begging
parents to register their children in Torah schools. Torah was his life and he wished to give this life to others.
     After the founding of the State of Israel in 1948, he visited absorption camps in which hundreds of thousands of
Sephardic Jews who had left or been expelled from Arab countries were living, urging parents not to send their children to
secular schools and encouraging established communities to open Torah schools for immigrant children. Many many
Sephardic families are Torah observant today because of the efforts of Rav Yehuda Tzadka.
     On one occasion, the Rosh Yeshiva needed to travel to an outskirts community for Shabbat to promote religious
observance and speak to the community. He arranged for a local taxi service to pick him up on Friday afternoon and
waited outside as the driver pulled up. Once inside, he opened a sefer and began to look inside. 
     It was a lively ride as the dispatch radio squawked constantly. On Friday afternoon, taxis are at their busiest. Rav
Tzadka overheard the taxi driver take a call from his dispatcher offering him a job to drive a customer to the airport in Lod.
It was a long drive. The problem was the job entailed him to drive once Shabbat had already started.
      At first, the driver refused the offer since this meant working after his normal hours were over, but when he heard the
exorbitant fare that the customer was willing to pay - six hundred shekel - he changed his mind and took the job. 
     Rav Tzadka was listening in the back seat to the conversation and he was instantly shocked and dismayed, to say the
least. He began to talk to the driver and plead with him not to take a job which will cause him to desecrate the holy day of
Shabbat. The driver was polite - apparently he did not know the illustrious man sitting in the back seat of his cab - but
insisted that he needed the money to feed his family. Rav Tzadka continued to plead but nothing seemed to work.
      Finally, Rav Tzadka took six hundred shekel out of his wallet and offered the money to the driver. “Here, right now I
will pay you the full fare you would have received for this journey, so that you won’t lose out by not taking the job.”
     The driver was stunned. He looked at the Rabbi and the money in his hand, moved by the lengths to which this great
man was willing to go to ensure that he, a stranger, would not desecrate the Shabbat.
     It took great emotional fortitude on behalf of the simple taxi driver but he finally took hold of the Chacham’s hand and
kissed it. With tears in his eyes, he promised that from now on he would keep Shabbat at any cost.
     Just then, the two men heard a crackling on the radio. The dispatcher was calling back with urgent information about
the fare. The driver picked up the call and listened with a huge smile on his face as the man informed him that his big fare
had just canceled and it will  not be necessary for him to travel on the Shabbat. Sorry, said the dispatcher, for losing the hefty
fare, but the driver responded that he was not sorry at all. In fact, he was happy that Hashem was looking out for him!
     After that experience, the driver became close with Rav Tzadka, who taught him and his family about Torah and
mitzvos, until he became a complete Baal Teshuvah. And not only him, but his entire family also became religious. This
“simple” taxi driver  merited children and grandchildren who today live lives of Torah, keeping Shabbat to its fullest.           
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 /// sjt ouhc uyja, tk ubc ,tu u,t va ut ruau(jf-cf)
llllyyyynnnn: There was once a beggar who would go collecting door
to door for alms. His clothing was torn and bedraggled, his
teeth and lips were cracked, and he was filthy, not having
bathed in weeks. He once came to the door of a rich magnate
who lived in a mansion, with neatly manicured gardens and
mosaic paving stones up to the front door. The pauper stood
in the elaborate entranceway and knocked on the door. He
told the attendant that he was collecting tzedakah and asked
to speak to the homeowner. As the attendant ran to fetch her
employer, the poor man meandered into the ornate center
hall, with its mirrored walls and exquisite marble tiles. 
     Suddenly, the owner came running in and screamed, “Why
are you walking around my house? Get out of here now!”
     But the poor man stood his ground. “Before I leave, hear
me out. In the tefillah, ‘Boruch Sheamar,’ we say, ojrn lurcw
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w,uhrcv kg ojrn lurc .rtv kg. We bless Hashem for taking
pity on the earth as well on His creations. Now, our Sages
have told us that we must emulate Hashem in every way and
just as He is merciful, we must be merciful. Therefore, as I
see you fulfill the first half of the posuk - you take great care
to be w.rtv kg ojrnw with your exquisite tiles, stones and
gardens, why not fulfill the second half - show great care and
pity and be w,uhrcv kg ojrnw? Please take pity on me!”
    The rich man was so impressed with these words that he
did indeed give the man a sizable donation. (Ben Ish Chai)
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Meshech Chochma writes that the  mitzvos of the
Torah are meant to show Hashem’s mercy to His creations.
Even mitzvos like not slaughtering an ox and her offspring on
the same day, or waiting eight days before shechting an
animal are for the purpose of demonstrating the mercy of
Hashem, and by extension, when we fulfill these mitzvos, we
too, are merciful and following in the ways of Hashem.
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 /// eusm hbc ohukv ohbvfvu(uy-sn ktezjh)
   Chazal teach us that Kohanim maintain a special status in
Klal Yisroel and must be meticulous in their service, personal
care and appearance, priestly garments, whom they can
marry, their calling as teachers and spiritual leaders, and their
special purity requirements. In his prophecy about the third
Bais Hamikdash, Yechezkal HaNavi details the particulars
of a Kohen’s lifestyle and declared, “And the Kohanim, the
Leviim, sons of Tzadok.” Interestingly, Yechezkal seems to
make no distinction between a Kohen or a Levi.
   The Arizal explains that Kohanim bring down a fleeting
inspiration from heaven, but once it wears off, the people just

revert back to their old ways, while a Levi’s inspiration lasts.
His singing and music create a yearning which the people use
to get closer to Hashem. Indeed, notes Rabbi Y. Hurwitz
shlit”a, the avoda of a Kohen is completely devoted to lofty
spiritual deeds. The Korbanos and sprinklings he performs,
do not provide physical pleasure and thus, the inspiration he
creates can dissipate rather quickly. Leviim, however, draw
their inspiration from music and song, and their inspiration
(although not as strong) tends to linger longer. Perhaps the
avoda of the Kohanim is more powerful, but without the emoti-
onal attachment of the Levi’s musical inspiration, one will find
it difficult to hold onto that lofty stimulation. Thus, Kohanim
and Leviim must work in tandem to bring about true inspiration.



BURNED AND BEAUTIFUL
Adapted from Touched by a Story by Rabbi Spero, with permission of the 
copyright holders, ArtScroll / Mesorah Publications, Ltd.
 
Chana's husband worked long hours, leaving her 
most of the responsibility for their kids, including  
Simcha, who was autistic and needed special care. 
But when she heard of tragedy, she wanted to help.

A fire had killed Eli’s parents and burned 90% of his 
body.  He was ready to leave the hospital, but needed 
care.  Rabbanim of Chana's community asked if she 
could help. She and her husband decided to bring the 
child into their home. It would be tricky to juggle Eli, 
Simcha's therapy, and household chores.

They brought Eli home. His body was covered in 
bandages. Chana began to gently change them, not 
noticing as Simcha watched with fascination. A 
day later, once again Simcha watched. It seemed 
strange at first, but Chana thought Simcha seemed to 
communicate more since Eli moved in. The next day, 
Simcha watched and even said Eli’s name. At speech 
therapy, he seemed more demonstrative. Day by day, 
Eli’s condition improved and so did Simcha’s.

Months passed. Eli slowly became part of the family. 
The other kids treated him like a brother. But most 
amazing of all, Simcha was now highly functioning. 
He no longer stared into space for hours. He was part 
of their world, smiling, laughing, eager to give hugs.

Three years later, Eli’s scars will always remain, but 
he is a regular kid. He was formally adopted by Chana 
and her husband, and Simcha loves having him 
around. Simcha still faces many challenges, but he, 
too, has fewer difficulties than before. In a stunning 
middah kenegged middah, the love and care that 
Chana invested in Eli, Hashem put into Simcha.  

THE ESSENCE OF SEFIRAH
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with permission from 
the publisher. 

The mitzvah of counting the Omer only began after the people entered their 
land—that is to say, when they had been given not only freedom (leaving 
Egypt), but national independence (entering Eretz Yisrael). When they lived 
on their own land and reaped its harvest, only then did they bring an Omer. 
This teaches us that what the land produces is not ours; rather, it has been 
grown for the sake of the Torah, and is used to fulfill the Torah’s purpose.

We celebrate our freedom on Pesach, remembering the independence we 
gained before Hashem. Although freedom is the end goal of other nations, 
we consider ourselves only beginning, and we start counting toward another 
goal. The mitzvah of counting is expressed in Devarim: “when the sickle 
begins to be put to grain, you shall begin to count seven weeks.” Where 
others stop counting, you will begin. This is because personal freedom 
means nothing without Torah. Without Torah, freedom becomes anarchy.

This bracha was added following the tragedy of Beitar. After 
the Churban, the Romans imposed harsh laws on the Jews who 
remained, making life very difficult. Finally they could stand it 
no longer and rebelled, led by Bar Kochba. The Jews managed 
to drive the Romans out, but town by town, the Romans slowly 
regained control. Bar Kochba’s army fled Yerushalayim for the 
fortified city of Beitar. It took a long time, but the Romans finally 
conquered Beitar and slaughtered everyone inside. This is one of 
the five tragedies for which we fast on Tisha B’Av.  
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A person who attains freedom must make an 
effort to prove himself a man. He must break 
the chains of his body’s impulses, break his 
stubbornness, which would make him a slave to 
physicality. This idea contrasts sharply with the 
goals of other nations. In this worldview, only 
morality has real value—not because it yields 
prosperity, but the opposite: prosperity has 
meaning only because it helps attain morality.

It is easy to receive freedom as a gift from 
Hashem. But if we wish to set ourselves free 
inside, if we seek to attain the freedom required 
for our calling as bearers of the Torah, we must 
aspire to inner growth. Physical wealth cannot 
last without spirituality to control it. Prosperity 
has no value without Torah and mitzvos, 
especially for us. We cannot possess G-d’s land 
without His Torah, for the land is only ours 
because of it.

To have land without Torah would be the surest 
way to our downfall. If Klal Yisrael became 
like the other nations, viewing the land as its 
own and prosperity as its supreme goal, we 
would be lost, erased from the Divine record 
of the history of nations. We would be denying 
our mission if we did not begin to count where 
others only stop. And so, we are commanded 
to count from Pesach, the day of our national 
independence, and our counting leads us to true 
freedom.

We must learn to use our freedom and our 
land only in the service of the Torah. Only then 
will our freedom and our land have real value. 
Freedom and prosperity are not the end of our 
national aspirations, but only the beginning.  

NEVUCHADNETZAR'S DREAM
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

In the second year after the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash, 
Nevuchadnetzar had a dream. He awoke very shaken and disturbed, and called 
in his magicians and advisors to interpret it.

When his counselors asked him to repeat the dream so that they could 
decipher it, he told them that he could not remember it. Nevertheless, he 
demanded that they tell him both the dream and its interpretation, or he would 
have them chopped to pieces and their homes turned into garbage heaps. 
Should they be successful, he would reward them richly.

Once again, the advisors pointed out that for them to be able to interpret the 
dream, he needed to tell them what it was. But Nevuchadnetzar was beyond 
reason. He told them that now they were really in trouble, since he had already 
told them that he didn’t remember. They had better not make up some phoney 
dream, he warned them, because he would know they were lying. And if they 
didn’t fulfill his request by nightfall,  they would suffer the consequences.

Understandably, the advisors pointed out that this was beyond the power 
of any human. No king had ever made such a request of his advisors. 
Nevuchadnetzar  became overwhelmed with rage, and declared that all the 
wise men of Bavel should be taken out to be killed.

The decree was announced. All the wise men were being taken out for 
execution, including Daniel, Chananya, Mishael and Azariah. Daniel, who did 
not yet know the reason for the decree, went to the chief executioner and asked 
what was going on. Told that Nevuchadnetzar wanted an interpretation for 
a dream he did not remember, Daniel went to him and asked for some time. 
Following that, he said, he would tell the king the dream and its meaning. 
Permission was granted.

Daniel went home to daven. That night, the dream was revealed to him in a 
vision. He praised Hashem for His total control over the entire world, and for 
giving him the understanding to interpret the dream. He quickly ran to the 
head executioner and told him to bring him to the king.

Once again, Daniel came before Nevuchadnetzar. He revealed the dream and 
offered his interpretation.

Next week we will learn that Nevuchadnetzar’s dream contained not only a 
message for him, but revealed the future of am Yisrael through the ages, until 
the final redemption.  

CROSSING THE DIVIDE

How do our brains filter out unimportant information?

Our nervous systems are constantly bombarded by outside stimuli. How is it that we are not 
overwhelmed by the sound of air or the feeling of our clothes? Consider the fact that there are 
remarkable gaps in the nervous system. The nervous system is not continuous, but is regularly 
interrupted by gaps between nerves, known as synapses. These gaps prevent weak sensations 
from reaching the brain, protecting it from constant bombardment by every tiny stimulus. Weak 
electrical impulses are unable to cross the divide, and only the important stimuli can create 
electrical impulses strong enough to jump the gaps and arrive at the brain.   

Adapted from a shiur by Rabbi Avigdor Miller
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Q: The standard procedure in the retail store I own is 
that a customer brings the goods he wishes to purchase 
to one employee, who tallies the items and prints out 
an invoice, which the customer then brings to another 
employee, who receives the payment and records it 
on the store’s computer. At the end of each day, the 
list of invoices is compared to the list of payments, so 
management can ensure that all items were paid for. 
While reviewing the ledger one evening, one of my 
employees noticed that a certain customer, whom 
we know to be a trustworthy person, did not pay 
the invoice that had been printed for him. No one 
suspected that he had stolen intentionally; we figured 
that he was probably distracted by a phone call and 
inadvertently left the store without paying.
I called the customer, who was shocked to hear 
about the problem. He said that although he doesn’t 
specifically recall paying, it is unlikely that he would 
have left with goods without paying for them. 
Is he obligated to pay?
A: This is a classic case of “bari v’shema,” where the 
plaintiff is certain about his claim (bari), and the 
defendant is uncertain (shema).
The halachah in such cases is as follows:
If the defendant is uncertain whether he ever owed 
the money (eini yodei’a im nischayavti)  – for instance, if 
Reuven says that Shimon borrowed money from him, 
and Shimon doesn’t recall borrowing it but cannot say 

Zvi and Dovid decided to go adventure hiking in 
the mountains one day. Each brought a knapsack 
with various supplies.
“Let’s put all the food in your bag, and move 

everything else into mine,” suggested Zvi. “It will be easier to manage that way.” 
Dovid took out his sweatshirt. “I have the same kind,” noted Zvi. “I’m putting mine top up, 
and yours top down.” The boys also had each brought a bag of marbles from their collection.
“I have loose bills in my pocket,” said David. “Can you keep them in your wallet?”
“Fine,” said Zvi, “in the knapsack.”
In the afternoon, the two sat down to eat on a flat ridge in the mountain. While they were 
eating, a large wild animal ran by and kicked Zvi’s knapsack! 
It fell off the cliff edge and bumped and rolled its way down a precipice. It landed a few 
hundred feet below.
The boys finished eating, and carefully climbed down the mountain to retrieve the knapsack. 
Finally, they got to it. They assessed the damage.
The bags of marbles had burst, and were all mixed together. About half of them had fallen 
out of a hole in the knapsack. 
One of the sweatshirts had fallen into a ravine far below; the remaining one was turned 
sideways. 
The wallet had some of the bills still in it, but some had blown away in the wind.
All in all, about half the contents were lost; half remained in the knapsack.
“How do we divide the remaining contents?” asked Zvi.
“We had about the same amount,” said Dovid. “We should share the loss evenly.”
“But it’s in my knapsack,” replied Zvi, “so I’ve got the upper hand.”
When they returned home, they decided to ask Rabbi Dayan. “I had money, a sweatshirt, 
and marbles of Dovid’s together with mine in my knapsack,” said Zvi. “It tore and about half 
fell out. How do we divide what’s left?”
“The Gemara (Bechoros 18b) states that if a person put his animal in another’s barn and 
one animal died,” 
replied Rabbi Dayan, “if 
the animal cannot be 
identified, the barn owner 
can claim that the other’s 
animal died, because of 
hamotzi meichaveiro alav 
hare’ayah (the burden 
of the proof is on the 
plaintiff)” (Y.D. 317:2).
“Nonetheless, Terumas 
Hadeshen (#314) writes 
that if two people mixed 
their money and some 
of it was lost,” continued 
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Q: What are the different types of brokers recognized in Halachah? What are their 
respective rights, responsibilities and liabilities?

A: There are three basic types of brokers:

1. One who buys in order to resell, commonly called a sarsur (C.M. 186:2).

2. One who is hired as an agent to buy or sell for his sender, such as a real-estate 
agent. He is considered an employee, whose wages must be paid on time, if he 
demands them (C.M. 185:1; 339).

3. One who mediates a deal on his own initiative, such as a shadchan. He is not 
considered an employee who receives payment for his labor per se; instead, the 
obligation to pay him is because of the benefit that the parties received from him 
(Rema 185:6; Gra 185:13).

The last two types are commonly referred to as metavchim (middlemen).
To each of these three types of brokers apply specific halachos, which we will 
discuss, be”H, in coming weeks.

BROKERS #1
Types of Brokers

for certain that he didn’t – beis din technically cannot obligate 
the defendant to pay, but he does have an obligation to pay 
latzeis yedei Shamayim (to avoid facing judgment in Heaven). 
If, however, the defendant admits that he owed the money 
at some point, but he is unsure whether he ever repaid 
it (eini yodei’a im parati), beis din can obligate him to pay. 
Since we know that a debt existed and we don’t know that 
it was paid, the chazakah places us back into the last state 
of certainty – which is that he owes money to the plaintiff 
(Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 75:9).
If the plaintiff is also uncertain of the circumstances, 
however, then the defendant has no obligation to pay 
even if he is sure that he owed money at one point and is 
uncertain whether he paid (ibid. 75:10 with Taz, and se’if 18 
with the commentaries).
In our case, the store owner’s claim, based on the 
examination of his ledger, is reliable enough to be 
considered bari (see Choshen Mishpat 91:4; Shach 24; Shu”t 
Rabbi Akiva Eiger 3:83). The customer is considered a shema.
The question, then, is how we view his uncertainty – is this 
akin to a person who has already admitted to owing money 
but is uncertain whether he paid, or to someone who is 
unsure whether he ever owed money? 
If we view this case as one in which the customer is admitting 
that he owed money at some point, and is uncertain whether 
he paid, beis din would obligate him to pay. But we might 
view this case as one in which the customer never admitted 
to owing money at all, because assuming he is correct in 
his assertion that he paid for the goods, he did so before 
leaving the store, in which case he never owed money to 
the store owner, and his obligation to pay is only latzeis yedei 
Shamayim (see Tumim 75:22, cited in Pischei Teshuvah 75:27, 
and Chiddushei Chasam Sofer to Shach 332:15, but see also 
Shu”t Chasam Sofer, Choshen Mishpat 187).
In all likelihood, in this case the obligation to pay would be 
latzeis yedei Shamayim, since we cannot say for certain that 
the customer ever owed money. [We should note that this 
sort of case is uncommon nowadays, when commercial data 
systems are capable of tracing payment, or lack thereof, to 
a very high level of certainty. The principles discussed apply 
to many other cases, however.]
Additionally, even in a case where the above does not apply 
and the defendant would not be obligated to pay (e.g., 
see Urim v’Tumim 88:38; Ateres Chachamim 7, cf. Mishnas 
Hamishpat 75:28), nevertheless if the defendant believes 
in his own heart that the plaintiff is telling the truth, he 
should pay latzeis yedei Shamayim (see Minchas Pitim 17 and 
Shiyarei Minchah, and Hashmatos).

money matters

Rabbi Dayan, “the loss is divided proportional to their respective amounts” (C.M. 
292:10).
“Why is that?” asked Dovid. “What’s the difference?”
“Terumas Hadeshen explains that money is all the same,” answered Rabbi Dayan. 
“A person who entrusts money to another does not expect to get his particular bills 
or coins back. Thus, the two are like partners in the shared sum, so that the loss is 
proportional.
“However, people are particular about their animals, so that even when mixed in 
the barn, each belongs to its rightful original owner,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “Thus, 
when the dead animal cannot be identified, we apply the rule of hamotzi meichaveiro.
“Similar to money, if someone mixed another’s produce with his and some spoiled, 
the loss is shared proportionally,” added Rabbi Dayan. “Regarding produce, there is 
additional logic that the nature of fruit is to spoil proportionally” (Pischei Choshen, 
Pikadon 8:22).
“Nesivos (292:16) and Machaneh Ephraim (Hilchos Shomrim #26) further note that 
maaser sheini coins and regular ones that got mixed are assumed to be proportional,” 
added Rabbi Dayan. “Although they are separate monies, since coins are small and 
easily mixed, we do not apply hamotzi meichaveiro, but instead divide proportionally, 
unless only a single coin is lost.”
“How does all this apply here?” asked Zvi.
“Regarding the sweatshirt, hamotzi meichaveiro alav hare’ayah, and Zvi can claim that 
Dovid’s sweatshirt was lost,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “Regarding the money, which is 
considered shared, and the marbles, which are small and mixed, the loss is divided 
proportionally.”

For questions on monetary matters, arbitrations, legal documents, wills, ribbis, & Shabbos, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 or ask@businesshalacha.com
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inheritance #9

employee and an oness occurs, the employee is 
not obligated to refund the money, even if they 
did not stipulate that it is non-refundable. The 
rationale is that since the employer paid before 
the commencement of the employment of his 
own volition, even though he is not obligated to 
pay until the end of the period of employment, 
that indicates that he wants the employee to 
have the money even in the event of an oness 
(Tosafos, B.M. 79b, cited by Shach, C.M. 334:2). 
Accordingly, if the employee demanded 
payment in advance and the employer did not 
pay of his own volition, there is no evidence 
that the employer agreed that the employee 
can keep the money unconditionally, and in the 
event of an oness he must refund the money 
(Maharach, Ohr Zarua 66).
Others write that the reason the employee 
loses when an oness occurs is that since he 
did not make any stipulation to the contrary, 
he is the one seeking to collect and bears the 
burden of proof (hamotzi me’chaveiro alav 
haraayah). Therefore, if the employee was 
paid in advance, he is not required to refund 
the money. This would apply even when the 
employee demanded payment in advance, 
since he is in possession of the money and the 
employer is the one seeking a refund (Erech Shai 
334:1; see also Mishpetei Hachoshen, pp. 227-
235). Accordingly, the caterer cannot be forced 
to refund the customer’s money, though it may 
be appropriate to negotiate a compromise if the 
caterer had no damage (see Chukos Hachaim, 
Falagi, 47).
As far as the mashgiach is concerned, he has no 
claim against the caterer. The caterer does not 
work as the mashgiach’s agent; the mashgiach 
is an employee of the caterer and is paid as an 
employee. Therefore, since an oness occurred 
and there was no job to perform, absent any 
contractual agreement or known custom, they 
are not required to pay him.

money matters

more so one’s life (hashavas gufo)!
“Regarding hashavas aveidah of property, a person is not required to forgo his own 
money to save another person’s property,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “However, a 
person is required to forgo money to save another’s life, such as by hiring rescuers or 
equipment. Because of the prohibition to stand idly by, a person is even required to give 
up all his wealth to save another Jew from imminent danger!” (C.M. 426:1; Marcheshes 
1:43; Encyclopedia Talmudis 10:344).
“Then why is the person liable?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“This is derived from the case of a person who is being chased by murderers and 
escapes by damaging other people’s property en route,” said Rabbi Dayan. “One who 
saves himself at another’s expense is liable for the damage. Similarly, the rescued man is 
required to reimburse you here if he can pay” (C.M. 380:3; Sma 426:1; Rema, Y.D. 252:12).
“What if I knew beforehand that the person is unable to pay?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“That is not a reason to avoid saving his life,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The obligation 
remains to save a fellow Jew” (Meiri, Sanhedrin 73b; Shulchan Aruch Harav, Hil. Nizkei 
Haguf #7).
“In your case, since seconds were critical, the person whom you saved is liable for 
damage to your phone,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “If you could have easily removed the 
phone, he would be legally exempt, since the loss was not necessary for the rescue. It 
would be common decency to pay, nonetheless, since it is difficult when saving a life to 
consider all the monetary ramifications.”
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story line

Who Is the Bechor?
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita

Q: An assimilated Jew had a son with a non-Jewish wife. The man became a baal 
teshuvah and married a divorced Jewish woman, who had a son from her previ-
ous marriage. The man later learned that he was a Kohen and prohibited to a di-
vorced woman. He married a third woman, who did not have children previously, 
and had another son. Who is the bechor for inheritance?
A: Bechor for purposes of inheritance (in contrast to pidyon haben) is dependent on 
the father. However, the son from the non-Jewish woman is not considered a hala-
chic descendant and does not deny rights of bechor from the subsequent son (C.M. 
277:8,10).

Thus, the son born from the second woman is the man’s bechor, even though it 
was a prohibited marriage and she already had a son (who is also a bechor to his 
father). The son from the third wife, while a bechor for purposes of pidyon haben, is 
not a bechor for purposes of inheritance (C.M. 277:9)
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     Choshen Mishpat as it applies to the Jewish woman. 
   Shabbos afternoons by Rabbi Yerachmiel Pickholtz  at Khal Chassidim at 4:50.
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Now You Know! 
Parshas Emor contains a ‘double-

language’ of Emor, v’omarta, from which 
we learn that the older Kohanim were to 

talk to the younger Kohanim and teach 
them to remain undefiled. 

In prefacing those words, Hashem uses 

the type of speech classified as ‘amira,’ 
which is a softer, more gentle type of 

communication. Perhaps He was setting 
the tone for how these Kohanim would 
achieve best results. 

At the end of the Parsha, we read of the 
man who went out and blasphemed 

against Hashem. According to one 
interpretation, he was scoffing at the 

Lechem HaPanim, the showbread, and 
ridiculing the Kohanim for eating bread 

that was 9 days old. (It was baked on 
Friday, placed on Shabbos, and given to 

the Kohanim to eat the following 
Shabbos.) We see that using one’s 

mouth inappropriately leads to terrible 
things and even death. 

Another interpretation is that he had 

just lost a court case before Moshe, 
about where he could dwell (since his 

father was not Jewish and he therefore 
had no rightful land or place to camp.) 

Upon leaving the court, he arose and 

cursed Hashem. His anger led him to 
say terrible things with terrible 
consequences. 

A further thought is that perhaps, if the 
people who were chasing him from their 
part of the camp had spoken to him 

more gently, and been more 
compassionate to his light, he might not 

have cursed Hashem. We see from here 
how careful we must be with our speech. 

Thought of the week: 
Kind words are like a 
honeycomb – sweet to the 
soul and healthy for the body. 

 (D:BK ARQYW) „.ÊH YNA YL OYwDQM OH RwA YwDQ Ow TA WLLXY ALW LARsY YNB YwDQM WRZNYW...‰ 
“…they shall be careful with the holy things of the Children of Israel, which they 
have sanctified to Me, and not profane My name, I am Hashem.”(Vayikra 22:2) 

Most of us are familiar with the concept of “chillul Hashem,” desecration of G-d’s name. We 
generally consider it to be some action done publicly which makes other people think less of 
Hashem because of our actions. Such a sin is so severe that it takes one’s death to atone for it. 

In this case, the Torah speaks of a different type of chilul Hashem. If the Kohanim are not 
careful with the korbanos offered by the Jewish People, this, too, desecrates Hashem’s name. If 
so, we need to understand what they might do wrong, so we can learn what causes or 
constitutes this terrible sin. 

The Sforno here comments that the Kohanim, who live in a sanctified state their entire lives, 
should not make the mistake of thinking that what a non-Kohain sanctified is, to the Kohain, 
mundane. That is to say: since he is holy, and the offering of the simple Jew is holy, they are on 
the same plane and the Jew merely elevated his offering to the level of the Kohain. 

The Sifsei Chachomim explains the warning that a Kohain should not feel that since he is 
permitted to eat the meat of an offering once it has been sacrificed on the altar, he can refrain 
from offering it and simply eat the meat himself. To do so would profane the name of Hashem 
which was placed on this animal by being designated as a korban.  

What seems to be an underlying issue here is that the Kohain may feel that he is somehow 
better than other, ‘simple’ Jews. He may feel that he lives on a higher plane of spiritual 
existence than they do so his rules are different. He is correct, but only insofar as it relates to 
how he conducts himself and holding himself to a higher standard. He cannot look at anyone 
else as being beneath him for this is a desecration of Hashem’s name. 

Last week’s Parsha, Kedoshim, tells Klal Yisrael, “Be holy for I, your G-d, am holy.” This tells us 
that everyone, not only the Kohanim, has the ability to be sanctified and live a life of holiness. 
Hashem does not play favorites and say the Kohanim are his favored people. Rather, He says 
that everyone can be holy, and they SHOULD be holy. Hashem is the G-d of everyone. 

For someone to say that another person’s avodas Hashem is less holy or loved than his is a 
desecration of Hashem’s name – “G-d of (all) Israel.” 

A Converso from Portugal emigrated to Tzefas. One Shabbos, he heard a rabbi speak of the 
lechem hapanim that were offered each Shabbos in the Bais HaMikdash and how sad it was 
that we no longer have them. The man was moved and asked his wife to bake two challahs 
which he brought to shul the next Friday and placed in the Aron Kodesh. 

When he looked the next morning, they were gone! He was sure Hashem had accepted his 
offering and each week his wife baked two challahs. The man assumed they were taken by G-d 
but the shul’s caretaker was very poor and the ‘found bread’ was a welcome bonus. 

One Friday the rabbi who’d spoken was preparing his sermon for the next morning and saw the 
man come in and put the breads in the Ark. He asked what was going on and the Converso 
explained that each week Hashem enjoyed his bread offering. The rabbi began to berate the 
man for thinking that G-d was physical and ate. Soon, the shamas arrived for his weekly treat. 
The rabbi laughed at the simple man for thinking that G-d would take his challahs.  

Just then, a student of the Arizal came with a message for the rabbi: “Go say goodbye to your 
family. Before your sermon tomorrow you will have returned your soul to Heaven. Since the 
destruction of the Bais Hamikdash, Hashem has not had such pleasure as He got from this 
man’s pure offering. Because you made it cease, you will not live.” – Mishnat Chachamim by R’ Moshe Hagiz 
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[Some versions of the story relate that the Rabbi was living on ‘extra time’ due to the indirect merit of 
causing the breads to be offered. When he spoiled the offering, he lost that reward.] 
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on the ParshaParshas Emor R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

The Torah reading on the first days of Suk-
kos outlines the yomim tovim of year and 
their sacrifices. In the middle of the de-

tailing of all the holidays, the Torah repeats the 
mitzvah of leket, shikchah, and peah, the com-
mandment to leave a portion of your harvest for 
the poor. Rashi is troubled by the placement of 
this in the middle of the descriptions of the holi-
days. He explains that the Torah is teaching us 
if someone gives leket, shikchah, and peah to a 
poor person properly, it is as if he built the Holy 
Temple and brought all of his sacrifices there. 

This Rashi is very difficult to understand. 
What possible comparison is there between 
this simple mitzvah of leaving a portion to the 
poor man and the colossal mitzvah of bring-
ing all of the sacrifices on each holiday? Even 
more, how can giving charity be equal to the 
building of the Bais Hamikdash? 

³ THE HEART OF OUR NATION

The center point of each moed is the Avodah 
done in the Bais Hamikdash. It is difficult for 
us to imagine the holiness invested and the 
spiritual accomplishments attained when the 
korbonos are brought. 

A kohain is a holy Jew who spends his life 
dedicated towards spirituality. From his ear-
liest youth, he is trained in learning to even-
tually join the ranks of the Torah teachers in 
Israel. Only when he is twenty-five is he ready 
to begin his apprenticeship as a kohain. He will 
spend five years learning, preparing, practicing, 
and then he may finally serve, but only for the 
next twenty years. As there were thousands of 
kohanim, each kohain would only get to do lim-
ited parts of the actual service, and even that for 
only two weeks out a year. 

For each yom tov, a team of hundreds of the 
holiest people of the generation were involved 
in the preparations and the actual service. 
With the levi’im singing, and the rest of the 
Jewish nation waiting, the assigned kohain 
goes through the actual process. Scripted from 
beginning till end, he must maintain the exact 
intentions throughout the service and follow 
the procedure to the letter. 

These korbonos affect both the upper worlds and 
the physical world in a profound manner. The 
Gemara tells us that if the gentiles would have 
known the impact of the sacrifices, they would 
have surrounded the Bais Hamikdash with 
armies and not allowed anything to interfere. 

So how can Rashi say that when a man leaves 
part of his produce for the poor man, it is 
equivalent to all of this? All he did was refrain 

from picking up the droppings from his har-
vest and leave a corner of his field to the poor. 
In what way can this be compared to the spiri-
tual impact of having built the Holy Temple 
and bringing all the sacrifices? 
The answer to this can best be understood by 
focusing on a concept that Chazal share with us.

³ THE GREAT OPPORTUNITY 
TO HELP ANOTHER 

“More than what the rich man does for the 
poor man is what the poor man does for the 
rich man.” (Medrash Rabba Rus: 5:9).  
The reason behind this Chazal is based on very 
purpose of Creation. HASHEM created man 
to give to him. By placing man in this world 
and giving him free will, HASHEM allowed 
him the opportunity of perfecting himself so 
he could enjoy the greatest pleasure: basking in 
HASHEM’s presence forever. In accordance to 
the level of perfection that he reaches here, he 
will be able to enjoy closeness to HASHEM. 
The measure of all perfection is HASHEM. 
The more like HASHEM a man is, the more 
perfect he is, and the closer to HASHEM he is. 
The Torah is the system of spiritual perfection. 
Its mitzvos bring a person nearer to HASHEM 
by making him more like HASHEM. 

HASHEM needs nothing and does nothing 
for Himself. This entire Creation and every-
thing in it was fashioned to benefit others. 
HASHEM is the Benefactor. And so, the more 
of a giver a person is, the more like HASHEM 
he is, and thereby, the more perfect he is. 

³ HASHEM IS PERFECT
There is, however, one critical observation that 
bears mentioning. HASHEM is very good at do-
ing what He does. He doesn’t need help running 
the world. And He has lots and lots of money. 
If HASHEM wished it to be, there wouldn’t be 
poor people. Even more, the entire concept of 
poverty and wealth wouldn’t exist. HASHEM 
created a world with different sorts of people. 
Some are strong, and some are weak. Some are 
brilliant, and some are not. Some are wealthy, 
and some are poor. But it wasn’t by accident, and 
it wasn’t because HASHEM ran out of money. 
HASHEM created the world this way to allow 
people the opportunity to use their strengths and 
talents, their resources and situations. If man uses 
his opportunities wisely, not only does he grow, 
but he is credited with the accomplishment.
If a wealthy person sustains a poor man, it is 
considered as if he gave life to that person. 
Even though it’s HASHEM’s world, and even 
though HASHEM gave wealth to the rich 
man, if the wealthy man gives to the poor 
man, he is credited with saving him. 
This seems to be the answer to the Rashi. 
Granted, when the kohanim brought the avo-
dah, it was a spiritual act of extraordinary im-
pact. But the source and measure of all holi-
ness is HASHEM. The way that HASHEM 
shows Himself in this world is through giv-
ing. When man gives to others, he is acting as 
HASHEM does. There can be nothing holier. 
The Torah is teaching us that when you leave 
over your leket and shikchah, you are acting 
as much like HASHEM as you possibly can. 
When I take care of another’s needs, that is 
spirituality. It’s not second rate, not some add-
on. This is the highest level of spirituality. 
This concept has particular relevance, as we find 
much of the spiritual aspirations today are fo-
cused on certain mitzvos. While all mitzvos are 
holy, we need to remain cognizant that their aim 
is to bring us closer to HASHEM. The way we 
do that is to be like HASHEM as much as we are 
able. The more that we are focused on the needs 
of others, the more like HASHEM we become. 

For more on this topic please listen to 
Shmuz #187 -  G-d for the Perplexed 

Your 
Gashmius 

Is My 
Ruchnius
g

 ספר ויקרא פרק כג
ַאת ה פְּ  כב( ּוְבֻקְצְרֶכם ֶאת ְקִציר ַאְרְצֶכם לֹא ְתַכלֶּ

ט ֻקְצֶרָך ְוֶלֶקט ְקִציְרָך לֹא ְתַלקֵּ ְדָך בְּ שָׂ
ֲעזֹב אָֹתם ֲאִני ְידָֹוד ֱאלֵֹהיֶכם ר תַּ :ֶלָעִני ְוַלגֵּ

 רש”י על ויקרא פרק כג פסוק כב
 אמר רבי אבדימי ברבי יוסף מה ראה הכתוב ליתנם

 באמצע הרגלים פסח ועצרת מכאן וראש השנה ויום
 הכפורים וחג מכאן ללמדך שכל הנותן לקט שכחה

 ופאה לעני כראוי מעלין עליו כאילו בנה בית המקדש
:והקריב עליו קרבנותיו בתוכו

“And when you gather the cuttings of your land, do not 
cut the corner of your field when you harvest, and the 
fallings of your harvesting do not gather. For the poor 

man and the convert, you should leave them.” 
— Vayikra 23:22  —
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T he first pasuk of the
parashah speaks first to

all cohanim, and then it speaks
to the individual. It says,øîà
àîèé àì ùôðì ...íéðäëä ìà, "Tell the
cohanim… he shouldn’t

become impure…"TorahWellsprings- Emor

Why does thepasukbegin in
plural and conclude in
singular? (The Zohar asks

this question.)

The Imrei Emeszy'a answers
that the pasuk is saying two
things. First the pasuk is
speaking to all cohanim,
telling them that they mustn’t
become tamei. The end of
the pasuk isn't only meant for
the cohanim; it is a message
for every Yid. Hashem says,
"My beloved son. Be careful
with your kedushah. Guard
the holiness of your
neshamah. Don’t contaminate
it with improper deeds.ùôðì
àîèé àì, don’t make your

nefesh tamei."

This message is written in the

singular form so everyone
should feel that thepasuk is

speaking to him.

To protect one's soul, one
should begin with the eyes.

The Beis Ahron explains the
pasuk(Yeshaya27:6), çøôå õéöé
ìàøùé, "If one looks where he
shouldn’t, ìàøùé çøôå the
kedushasYisrael flies away

from him."

Rebbe Bunim of Otzvotzkzy'a
was very careful with
guarding his eyes. He had
people go before him to clear
the way, so he can go through
the streets without

contaminating his eyes.

The gaon, Reb Pinchas
Epsteinzt'l, once saw this and
wondered, "The Rebbe is
already old. Why is this
necessary? No one else takes
such precautions, so why does
he?"
When the Rebbe passed by,
he knew what Reb Pinchas
Epstein was thinking, so he
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told him, "The wisest of all
men (Shlomo HaMelech) said
êéðéòá íëç äéäú ìà, ‘don’t be
wise, when it comes to the
eyes.’ Even if one is very
old, he is obligated to guard

his eyes."1111

It is written, êéðéòî úçàá éðéúááéì,
"[Hashem says] you aroused
My love with one of your
eyes." This implies that if one
guards his eyes, even just
once, it is already a great
accomplishment, and
sufficient to arouse Hashem's

love for him.

The Vilna Gaon zy'a taught:
A Yid cannot imagine just
how joyous he will be in
heaven if only one forbidden

thought will be detracted from
his record.2222

A mashal is told about
someone, we'll call him
Moshe, who used to buy bags
of flour from an Arab, and
then re-sell those bags in his
store. To keep track of how
many bags he received, Moshe
would place one coin into a
dish for every bag of flour he
got. Afterwards, they would
count the coins and know how

much Moshe needs to pay.

Once, Moshe was buying
many bags of flour, and the
Arab saw the tray filling up
with coins. When Moshe
turned away for a moment, the
Arab grabbed a handful of

1. Someone mentioned to the Rebbe of Ruzhin zy'a that his eyes hurt
him. The Rebbe retorted, "How do you know that your eyes hurt you?

Maybe you are hurting your eyes?"
2. Reb Michoel Ber Weismandel zt'l, the Nitra Rav, lost five children in

the Holocaust. After the Holocaust, he rebuilt his family. At the bris of
his fifth child he said, מרום בשמי אותך שמקדישים  כשם  בעולם  שמך את  נקדש  and
explained that he had five children who died al kiddush Hashem. They
made a kiddush Hashem מרום ,בשמי  when they were killed and went up to
heaven al kidush Hashem. בעולם שמך את ,נקדש  now we will sanctify
Hashem's name while still living in this world, by living with kedushah,
according to the Torah.
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coins and placed them in his
pocket. He thought he gained,
but he only lost, because

Moshe paid him less.

This is how it is when one
grabs forbidden pleasures.
For a moment the person
thinks he is gaining, but it
doesn’t last for long. Soon,
he is left with less than what

he had beforehand.

People have ups and downs.
There are days when one
wants to live with holiness,
and then there are days when
he isn't inspired. What can one
do so he will always be
vigilant with the holiness of

his soul?

Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk
zy'a taught that one should
derive inspiration from the
elevated moments. Rashi (on
the first pasuk of the
parashah) writes, íéìåãâ øéäæäì
íéðè÷ä ìò and Rebbe Elimelech
explains: the íéìåãâ (the high
spiritual moments) should
øéäæäì (shine) onto the íéðè÷

(lower times).

In simple terms, this can mean
to take on kabbalos
(resolutions). When one is on
a spiritually high moment and
he experiences just how good
it is to serve Hashem, it would
be wise for him to take on a
kabbalahhe will stick to even

when he falls.

ReasonsReasonsReasonsReasons forforforfor CountingCountingCountingCounting thethethethe OmerOmerOmerOmer

This week's parashah
discussessefiras ha'omer, as it
states (23:15-16),íëì íúøôñå
úåîéîú úåúáù òáù...úáùä úøçîî

..äðééäúíåé íéùéîç åøôñú . . We will
discuss some of the reasons

for this holy mitzvah:

1. Mitzvah d'Oraysah

The Mishnah Berurah (øåàéá
øîåòä øåôñì ä"ã è"ôú äëìä)
discusses how the Rambam
(and others) maintain that
sefiras ha’omeris a mitzvah
from the Torah, even in our

generation.

2. Mitzvah d’Rabbanan

The Mishnah Berurahwrites
that most opinions hold that in
our generationsefiras ha’omer
is a mitzvah from the
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rabbanan. This is because the
Torah associates the mitzvah
of counting theomer with the
korban omer. As it states,
øîåò úà íëàéáä íåéî ...íëì íúøôñå
äôåðúä, “Count… from the day
you bring theomer…” When
there isn't akorban omer—
like today — the mitzvah is

d'Rabbanan, rabbinical.

3. Zecher leMikdash

The Ra'n (Pesachim 28.)
writes, "Mostmeforshimagree
that sefiras ha'omer in our
time, when we don’t sacrifice
the korban omer,is a mitzvah
d'Rabbanan, ùã÷îì øëæ, in
commemoration of the Beis
HaMikdash, when this mitzvah
was applicable…”
4. In Memory of the Jewish

Nation’s Counting

When the Yidden left
Mitzrayim, they counted the
days leading up tomattan
Torah. To commemorate that
count, we count these days.

The Ran writes, “The Midrash
states, when Moshe Rabbeinu
told the Jewish nationúà ïåãáòú

äæä øää ìò íé÷ìàä, 'You will
serve Hashem on this
mountain [Har Sinai].' The
Jewish nation asked, 'Moshe
Rabbeinu, when will we do
this service? [When will we
receive the Torah?]’ Moshe
replied, 'In fifty days.' The
entire nation began counting
the days. Due to this count,
the chachamimestablished we
should countsefiras ha’omer.
According to this Midrash, in
our generation, when we don’t
bring the korban omer, we
count fifty days…to
commemorate when the
Jewish nation counted these
days [in anticipation for
mattan Torah]. This
explanation is a ùøã. The
primary reason for counting
the omer is ùã÷îì øëæ, in
commemoration of the Beis

HaMikdash…"

5. Anticipation

Each year, on Shavuos, we
receive the Torah again.
According to the Sefer
HaChinuch(306) we count the
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omer to show our excitement
and anticipation for this great
moment, when we will receive

the Torah.

The Sefer HaChinuch(306)
writes, "The Torah is the
essence of the Jewish
people… They were redeemed
from Mitzrayim…to receive
the Torah at Sinai and to keep
the Torah… Receiving the
Torah is the utmost perfection
and goodness, greater than
redemption from slavery…
Therefore, we are commanded
to count…to show our
excitement for this special
day… We can compare this to
a slave who counts the days
towards his emancipation. He
counts, continuously, 'When
will the time finally come
when I will be free?' Counting

shows your aspiration to reach
that time…"3333

6. Celebrating Leaving
Animalistic Behaviors Behind

The Chinuch asks, why do we
count the days that passed? As
we say, “One day of the
omer… Two days of the
omer… Three days of the
omer…” and so on. If we are
counting in anticipation for
mattan Torah, we should
count, “Fifty more days to
mattan Torah… Forty-nine
more days tomattan Torah…
Forty-eight more days to
mattan Torah.” Isn't that the
way people count towards
something they look forward
to?
The Chidushei HaRim zt'l
answers that the sacrifice

3. When the Yidden in the desert counted fifty days leading to mattan
Torah, they went through many ups and downs. For example, in

Eilam, where there was no potable water, it says, משה  על ,וילנו  the nation
complained to Moshe (Shemos 16:2). In Refidim, they had doubts in
emunah and then Amalek came, as it states, עמלק  ויבא אין אם  בקרבנו  ה ' היש 

(Shemos 17:7-8). But they counted each one of those days in joyous
anticipation for mattan Torah. We too, shouldn’t be fazed by the hardships
of life, and by all the ups and downs we go through. Even when you have
difficulties and tests, keep on going forward and you will merit Torah.
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offering of the omer is made
from barley, which is animal
feed. On Shavuos, thesh'tei
halechem, which was made
from wheat, a human
sustenance, is sacrificed. This
indicates that during the fifty
days of sefiras ha’omer we
rise from being animal-like to
a proper Yid. And so, we
aren’t only anticipating
Shavuos, the day ofmattan
Torah, but we are also leaving
behind an animalistic lifestyle.
That is why we count the days
that passed, because each day
gone by means we are further

away from that lowliness.

7. Purity

Rebbe Avraham Yehoshua
Freund of Nasadzt’l (a student
of the Divrei Chaim of Tzanz
zt’l) said that when the Divrei
Chaim counted sefiras
ha’omer, he didn’t count in
front of the congregation like
a chazan (as many Rebbes
do). He counted theomerfrom
his place, “but when he
counted, his face would turn
black, like coal [because of his

fiery excitement]. He would
climb up the walls (èòtàøãòâ©

èðòåå òãàøâ éã óéåà).”¨

“Climb up the walls” is a
metaphor, to give us an
inkling of his overflowing
hislahavus when he counted

the omer.

My father, the Lelover Rebbe
zt’l, would often countsefiras
ha’omer at home. He would
count theomer with immense
passion and excitement. He
would repeat, approximately
ten times, äùåã÷á ùã÷úàå øäèàå

...äìòî ìù and also, úà ï÷úìå
íâôå âéñ ìëî åðéúåùôð, with intense
yearning. (After he finished
saying sefiras ha’omer, my
mother would check the walls
of the house, to see that
everything was o.k., and
nothing destroyed by her

husband's holy passion.)

They would count with so
much fervor, because the
segulahof counting theomer
is to purify us from all our
tumah, and to connect us to

Hashem.
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As we say in thetefillah of
sefiras ha’omer, åðéúåùôð úà ï÷úì
åðéùã÷ìå åðéøäèìå íâôå âéñ ìëî åðéúåçåøå
äìñ ïîà äðåéìòä êúùã÷á, "[We
count] to rectify ourneshamos
from all blemishes; to purify
and to sanctify us in Your

divine holiness, amen."

We must remember though,
that the goal isn’t external
passion, which is seen on the
limbs or heard in one’s voice.
Primarily, we want the heart to

be aroused and inspired.

It states (Shemos19:6), íúàå
ùåã÷ éåâå íéðäë úëìîî éì åéäú, “You
shall be for Me a kingdom of
priests, a holy nation.”éåâ can
be translated “inside” (see
Bava Kama 9: åâìî ùéìù).
Following this translation,
Rebbe Henoch of Alexander
zt’l says, ùåã÷ éåâ means the
inside of the Yid should be
holy. The goal isn’t to show
external signs of fervor, but
rather primarily to have that

fervor åâ, inside the heart.

In a similar vein, the Rizhiner
zt’l translated the words (at the
end of Nishmas) íéùåã÷ áø÷áå

ììäúú: áø÷, the inside of a Yid,
should praise Hashem. An
external show of passion is
commendable when used as a
tool to arouse your soul, or
when your fervor overflows.
But solely external passion,
when the heart isn’t in it, that

isn’t the purpose at all.

The Ishah Shunamis said to
her husband (II Malachim
4:9), ùåã÷ íé÷ìà ùéà éë éúòãé àð äðä
ãéîú åðéìò øáåò àåä, “Behold I
know that a holy, man of G-d
is always coming here…”
The Gemara (Brachos 10:)
asks, “How did she know that
Elisha was holy?”
The Gemara answers, “It’s
because she never saw a fly on

his table.”

The commentaries ask, the
Shunamis woman certainly
saw Elisha's cautiousness with
halachah, and she witnessed
his devotion to Torah and
mitzvos. Why does the
Gemara say she knew Elisha
was holy because flies didn’t
land on his table? She could
have known it by his actions!
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The Rizhinerzy’a answers that
external deeds don’t prove
anything. It is possible to act
like a holy man to trick
people, while the heart is full
of corruption. The Gemara
sought a more definite source
from which the Ishah
Shunamis knew that Elisha
was a holy man. As we
explained above, the goal is
íéùåã÷ áø÷á, that holiness should

be inside the heart.

The Maharam Shi”k and
several others who enumerate
the 613 mitzvos say the
mitzvah of sefiras ha’omeris
mitzvah number 307. That is
exactly the middle of the
Torah, since there are 306
mitzvos before it and 306

mitzvos after it.

Reb Avraham Simchah, the
Barnever Rav zt’l (in his
sefer Orah v’Simchah)

explains that the middle beam
is the supporting beam that
holds up the entire structure.
Similarly, the mitzvah of
sefiras ha’omer, which is the
middle one of the 613
mitzvos, holds up all 613

mitzvos of the Torah.

This is because sefiras
ha’omer purifies us. As we
say (in the prayer said after
sefiras ha’omer), ìò åðúéåö äúà
éãë ,øîåòä úøéôñ øåôñì êãáò äùî éãé
'åëå åðéúåàîåèîå åðéúåôéì÷î åðøäèì,
“You commanded us via
Moshe Your servant to count
sefiras ha’omer, to purify us
from our impurities…”
Counting sefiras ha’omer
gives us the purity and
sanctity we need to uphold
and keep the entire Torah. It
is the middle mitzvah, because
the entire Torah is dependent

on it.4444

4. Chazal say בטל  אינו שבמנין  ,דבר something that's counted can never
become annulled. There are different kinds of bitul, such as ברוב  ,ביטל 

to be annulled in a majority, בשישים ,ביטל  to be annulled in sixty. However,
שבמנין  ,דבר an item that is counted, בטל  ,אינו  can never be annulled. (There
are items sold by their weight or by their size. These can become batel.
However, there are items that are sold by their number. Each item is
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The nature of the purity of
sefiras ha’omer is expressed
in this week’s parashahwith
the words (23:15),íëì íúøôñå
úáùä úøçîî, “Count…from the
day after yom tov…” íúøôñå
comes from the word øéôñ or
ïåøéôðñ, which is a sapphire
stone. (As it statesShemos

28:18íåìäéå øéôñ êôåð.) Moshe
Rabbeinu made theluchos
from sapphire (seeMidrash Ki
Sisa 26). The Or HaChaim
HaKadosh explains thatíúøôñå
íëì means that by counting the
omer, your neshamos will
become cleansed and will

shine like sapphire.5555

counted individually, because of their individual importance. Those items
don’t become batel.)
The Orah v'Simchah writes, “Hashem gave us the mitzvah of sefiras
ha’omer to purify us from tumah. What is significant about this mitzvah that
it has the segulah to purify us?
“We can explain, bederech tzachus: If a person has many sins when he
performs a mitzvah, the mitzvah doesn’t protect him because the mitzvah
becomes batel (annulled) by his many sins. However, the mitzvah of
counting the omer is שבמנין  ,דבר something that is counted, and the
halachah is בטל  אינו שבמנין ,דבר  something like that never becomes annulled.
Now, since this mitzvah doesn’t become annulled, it has the ability to purify
us from our tumah. If one wants to fortify a building so it shouldn’t collapse,
he will put up a strong beam, exactly in the middle of the building. Similarly,
the mitzvah of counting the omer gives strength to the entire Torah and
mitzvos… There are 306 mitzvos until the mitzvah of counting the omer,
and there are 306 mitzvos after it. Right between them is this mitzvah; it
supports the mitzvos on both sides, because this mitzvah purifies us from
our tumah.”
5. The Or HaChaim (Vayikra 23:15) writes, “Chazal tell, the souls of

Bnei Yisrael are associated with the luchos... And Chazal (Vayikra
Rabba 32) say the luchos were made from sapphireסנפירינון stones… Due
to the…impurity of sin, their souls became soiled and their luster
weakened. לכם וספרתם means that through counting the omer you will shine
like sapphire…”
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Rebbe Mendel of Riminovzt’l
would count theomer several
times a day. Whenever he
remembered the sefiras
ha'omer, he would say,íåé íåéä
...íäù øîåòì.... Perhaps this is
because each counting purifies
us and makes ourneshamos

shine like sapphire.6666

8. An Antidote

In addition to cleansing us
from tumah, counting the
omer acts as an antidote, a
vaccine, that prevents us from
falling into the hands of the

yetzer hara.

The Shem MiShmuel (Emor
á"òøú) writes “The heart's
nature changes somewhat [via
counting the omer] that it
shouldn’t want improper

matters.”

The sefarim teach that in the
summer the yetzer hara
becomes stronger, and we

must seek an antidote to
protect us from the yetzer
hara’s hands. The mitzvah of
sefiras ha’omer, which we
perform at the start of the
summer season, is to protect
us from falling into the

clutches of theyetzer hara.

That is why we learnPirkei
Avoson Shabbos afternoons in
the summer. We need the
mussar that is contained in
Pirkei Avos especially in the

summer, to keep us strong.

9. Attached to Hashem

The fifty days between Pesach
and Shavuos aremesugalfor
connection to Hashem. It
states (Shemos 26:10), úéùòå
úàìåì íéùéîç, "you shall make
fifty hooks" and the Chidazt’l
(Lechem min HaShamayim,
Trumah, 21) explains in the
name of Rabbeinu Efraim that
these hooks correspond to the

6. The Shem MiShmuel (Bamidbar (תער "ב  writes, “Even if a person
doesn’t feel the purity that comes from sefiras ha’omer, he must

believe that his neshamah is becoming purified… The amount of purity one
attains varies from person to person. For some, only the source of their
neshamah becomes pure. For others, their nefesh also becomes pure…”
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fifty days of sefiras ha’omer.
Just as there were fifty hooks
to connect the sheets of the
Mishkan, these fifty days
connect us to our Father in

heaven.

10. Cleared from Gehinom

Counting the omer can
absolve a person from having

to go to Gehinom.

The Mishnah (Idiyos 2:10)
states, "Five things were for
twelve months: (1) Themabul
(2) Iyov was afflicted twelve
months. (3) The ten plagues
(4) The punishments for Gog
and Magog (5) íéòùø èôùî
ùãç øùò íéðù íðäéâá, the resha'im
are punished [and cleansed] in
Gehinom for twelve months…
Reb Yochanan ben Nuri
[disagrees and] saysãòå çñôä ïî

úøöòä, the resha'im are
punished in Gehinom from

Pesach until Shavuos…"

There are different
explanations for the final
words of this Mishnah.7777 The
Shibolei HaLeket (and other
commentaries) explain thatïî

úøöòä ãò çñôäis literal.
Gehinom isn’t always active.
There are forty-nine days in
the year — the days ofsefirah,
between Pesach and Shavuos
— when Gehinom is active
and theresha’im are punished
and cleansed from their sins.

The Chidushei HaRim quotes
the Shibolei HaLeket, and
adds that just as in heaven,
the purification term of
Gehinom takes place between
Pesach and Shavuos, so too,
we purify ourselves between

7. The Ra’v Bartenara zt’l explains, there are fifty days of sefiras
ha’omer, and likewise, Gehinom is for fifty days. Gehinom is active the

entire year, but each rasha is punished for solely fifty days, the amount of
days between Pesach and Shavuos.
The ובועז יכין  explains that העצרת עד הפסח מן  means all souls are
re-judged at this time. Even after the primary judgment was decided and
determined, every year between Pesach and Shavuos the souls in heaven
are judged again.
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Pesach and Shavuos. If
people take advantage of this
time to purify themselves,
they won't need the
purification process of the

next world in Gehinom.8888

We’ve mentioned ten reasons
for sefiras ha’omer, but there
certainly are endless more
reasons. It is an extremely
holy time and a great privilege
to count theomer. Fortunate
are those who keep this
mitzvah with holiness and
purity, with joy and

inspiration.

CholCholCholChol Ha'MoedHa'MoedHa'MoedHa'Moed

There are two ways to view the
periodofsefirasha’omer–either
as days of mourning, or as days

for rejoicing.

The Ramban (Vayikra 23:36)
writes that the days of the
sefirah are like Chol Hamoed
because Chol HaMoed comes

between the first and final day
of the yom tov and sefiras
ha’omer is between Pesach

and Shavuous.

In contrast,Sefiras ha’omeris
also a time for mourning.
Shulchan Aruch(493:1) states,
"The custom is, one doesn’t
make weddings [in sefiras
ha’omer]…because the
students of Reb Akiva were

niftar during this period…"

So is it a happy time like Chol
HaMoed, or a time of

mourning?

The Rebbe of Ruzhinzt'l
explains that it is up to each
individual to decide how he
wants to treat these days. One
can treat them as days of
mourning, or one can treat
them similar to Chol HaMoed.
Either way, all the halachos

are the same.

8. The Pnei Menachem of Gur zt’l taught that these fifty days are
mesugal for attaining purity and for improving one’s ways, and one

who doesn't take advantage of this time will be punished in Gehinnom. The
Pnei Menachem said that this is the intention of the Mishnah: רשעים משפט

העצרת ועד הפסח מן ,בגיהנם... “The judgment of Gehinom is given for not taking
advantage of the days between Pesach and Shavuos.”
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For example, some refrain
from celebrating marriages
during sefiras ha’omer
because of the deaths of Reb
Akiva’s students, and some
refrain from marriages
because it is like Chol
HaMoed. Just like one
shouldn't get married on Chol
HaMoed, one shouldn’t marry

during sefirah.

The halachos and the customs
are exactly the same, but the
experience will obviously be

entirely different.

GoodGoodGoodGood MiddosMiddosMiddosMiddos

Middos aren't explicitly
spoken about in theChumash.
Reb Chaim Vitalzy'a explains
that this is becauseäîã÷ õøà êøã

äøåúì(Tana d'Bei Eliyahu
Rabba 1:1). Good middos is
pre-requisite, upon which

Torah stands.

Reb Elyah Lopian explained
this with the following
mashal:
In Russia, two people were
arrested for the crime of
dealing with counterfeit

money. One was caught with
thousands of counterfeit bills
in his possession. The other
didn’t have any counterfeit
money in his possession, but
he did own a printing press,
which was used to print

counterfeit money.

The court ruled that the one
who was caught with
thousands of counterfeit bills
should be imprisoned for a
year. The owner of the
printing press was sentenced

for seven years.

The owner of the press said to
the judge, "Is this justice? That
man had thousands of
counterfeit bills, and I had
none. Why does he get one
year, and I get seven years?”
The judge explained, "Your
crime is greater. You own the
printing press, and there is no
limit to the damage you can

cause.”

Reb Eliyah Lopian explained
that someone who has bad
middos is the worst, because
there is no limit to the bad he

can cause.
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The Rambam writes, "Just as
a person must doteshuvahfor
sins, one must also seek out
his bad thoughts and his bad
middos that need correction,
such as anger, hatred, and the
like - and do teshuvahfor all

of these."

AhavasAhavasAhavasAhavas YisraelYisraelYisraelYisrael

Reb Akiva's students were
niftar during sefiras ha’omer
because they didn’t honor each
other sufficiently. As such,
during the days of sefiras
ha’omer we must increase our
love and respect towards our

fellow man.

Chassidim tell the story of Reb
Yitzchak, a poor student of
Rebbe Moshe of Kobrinzy’a.
His wife asked him to go to
their Rebbe, Rebbe Moshe of
Kobrin, to request abrachah

for wealth.

Reb Yitzchak went to his
Rebbe for Shabbos and
planned to speak with the
Rebbe about his financial

woes onmotzei Shabbos.

As is proper to do, on

Shabbos, Reb Yitzchak
removed all problems and
worries from his mind, and
devoted himself entirely to
avodas Hashem. He was still
on a spiritual high when he
said goodbye to the Rebbe on
motzei Shabbosand forgot to
ask the Rebbe for abrachah

for parnassah.

Only when Reb Yitzchak
came home and he saw his
hungry children did he
remember that he hadn’t asked
the Rebbe for abrachah for
parnassah. His wife urged him
to return to the Rebbe again.

He returned, and this time he
remembered to tell the Rebbe

about their financial plight.

The Rebbe gave him two
coins, and told him, “Go buy
food for two meals, but only
enough for one person. Buy
meat, fish, and other good
food, and eat the meals at
home. But you mustn’t give
any of it to your wife or
children. You must eat all the
food by yourself. After that,
you can return to me and I



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- EmorEmorEmorEmor 15151515

will bless you with wealth."

Reb Yitzchak followed the
Rebbe’s orders, but it was
extremely difficult for him.
His children stood around the
table when he ate, and his wife
looked longingly from the
distance. How could he not
give them anything? They
were so hungry! His heart
went out for them. But he
wasn't permitted to give them
anything. He had to follow the

Rebbe’s orders.

After eating the two meals, he
returned to Rebbe Moshe of
Kobrin. The Rebbe blessed
him with wealth, but there was
a condition. The Rebbe said,
"Whenever you are ready to
eat, you must remember those
two meals you ate in front of
your hungry wife and children.
You must think, ‘How can I
enjoy food when there are

hungry Yidden outside?’"

Reb Yitzchak replied, “I’d

rather forgo all the wealth,
than to endure that terrible

feeling again."

Reb Yitzchak went home and
told his wife that he doesn’t
want the wealth. She quickly
went to the Rebbe and begged
for parnassah. The Rebbe
promised that she and her
husband will become wealthy.

It only took a few days, and
Reb Yitzchak became

fabulously wealthy.

Reb Yitzchak ate only in a
communal kitchen together
with paupers, so he could
always have their needs in
mind. He only ate at home
when his children got
married, because then he
would invite all the paupers
in his city to eat together with

him, at his table.

This story demonstrates
perfection in ahavas Yisrael;
to always have other people's

needs in mind.9999

9. After the Holocaust Reb Mordechai Greenfeld was in a DP camp with
his childhood friend, Engel.
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ImprovementImprovementImprovementImprovement

A wise, wealthy businessman,
and a poor fool, were friends
since their youth. The fool
once asked his wealthy friend
to explain how he became
wealthy, and what he does

for parnassah.

This wasn’t a simple matter,
because it was hard to explain
anything to this poor fool, but
out of their old friendship, the
wise, wealthy man began to

explain to his friend the
business procedure.
“I take money, go to the
market in Leipzig, and buy
merchandise. Then I sell it
back home for a profit.”
The pauper didn’t understand.
“So you started with money
and you ended with money.
What did you gain?”
“I gained that I have more
money, because I sell it at a
higher price than I bought it.”

They applied for a Canadian visa. Reb Mordechai received his visa, but
Engel who contracted typhus, was turned down.
Engel escorted his friend to the port. Moments before the boat sailed, Engel
began to cry. "I fear I will remain here forever. Even after I recuperate, no
country will accept me, since I was once sick with typhus. I’m afraid I’ll
never build a bayis neeman b'Yisrael…"
Reb Mordechai had pity on his friend and gave him his visa. "Your name
isn't Engel anymore. From now on you’re Mordechai Greenfeld. Go and
build your life."
Eventually, Reb Mordechai received another visa to Canada. Someone
called Weinberger received a visa to Canada and was niftar before he
could use it. Reb Mordechai got the visa, and from then, Reb Mordechai's
name was changed from Greenfeld to Reb Mordechai Weinberger.
In Montreal, Canada, Hashem granted him financial success. He was from
the renowned baalei tzedakah in Montreal, Canada.
Reb Mordechai asked his Rebbe, the Imrei Chaim of Viznitz zt'l, whether
he should go back to using his previous name, Mordechai Greenfeld. The
Rebbe replied, "Whenever someone says 'Reb Mordechai Weinberger' it
reminds Heaven of your mesiras nefesh for another Yid. Why would you
want to lose that?"
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“Yeah; but traveling to
Leipzig also costs money.
You have to pay for the
wagon, for the hotel… So
what did you gain?”
The wealthy friend brought
out his ledger to show the
expenses he incurs due to
traveling, the cost of the
merchandise, and the price he
sells it. “Look at the final
line, and you will see the
profit margin.”
The pauper said, “Oh, I
understand. The main thing is
the bottom line. But if that’s
the case, you could have
stayed here and written
whatever you wanted on the
bottom line! Why did you
have to travel so far?"
The nimshal is, we count the
omer every day, as we seek
to improve. But if we count
the omer and remain the
same, it’s like someone
writing a grand sum on the
bottom line, without anything

to show for it.

The mashal reminds us that
we don’t want to solely
count theomer, rather to use

these days for introspection
and for improvement.

Reb Yitzchak Yeruchem
Burdiyanski shlita (mashgiach
of Yeshivas Kol Torah,
Yerushalayim) heard this story
from a non-religious taxi
driver, "When I was a
teenager, I camped with
friends in the desert in the
south of Eretz Yisrael. In the
middle of the night, one of
our friends’ terrifying cries
woke us all up. A snake had
wound itself around his body.
His life was in danger. Our
guide had a gun, and he
wanted to shoot the snake in
its head to save the boy’s life.
However, to do so was
extremely dangerous. To miss
by a millimeter meant striking
the boy. But he felt that he

doesn’t have a choice…

One of the boys in the group
was religious. He asked our
guide to wait a moment. He
went over to our friend and
said, 'Repeat after me: Shema
Yisrael…' When they said'ä
ãçà, the snake suddenly
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released its grip and slithered
away."

Reb Burdiyanski was intrigued
by this story, and asked the
taxi driver, "What happened to
that boy? Did he doteshuvah
after witnessing this miracle?"
"He did," the taxi driver
assured. "Now he studies in
yeshivas Or HaChaim for
baalei teshuvah."
"And what about you? Did
you do teshuvah?"
"No."
"Why not? You also witnessed
the miracle."
"True, but the snake wasn't
aroundmy body..."
Reb Burdiyanski repeated this
story to Reb Shalom
Shwadron zt'l, and Reb
Shalom would often repeat it
in his drashos. This story
demonstrates that one can see
a miracle, but if he doesn’t
feel connected to it, he won't
feel obligated to change

because of it.

Sefiras ha'omerare days of
introspection, days when we
should be thinking about how

we can improve. But to
improve, we have to feel
connected to the counting of

these days.

To explain this concept, we
tell a mashal:

A wealthy shop owner wanted
to count his money, to know
how much money he earned
that year. It was too much
money to count on his own, so
he hired some workers to
count the money together with
him. They were all counting,
but they weren’t counting with
the same enthusiasm. The
store owner was counting with
all his heart and soul, for the
sum total would tell how much
money he earned that year,
while his workers didn’t really
care how much money the

boss earned that year.

The nimshal is about sefiras
ha'omer. It states íëì íúøôñå,
"count for yourself." When
you count the days, don’t feel
disconnected as though the
counting and the cheshbon
hanefeshis not important to
you. Feel connected. Count the



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- EmorEmorEmorEmor 19191919

days, see where you need to
improve, and set plans towards

getting there.

The omer is called øîåò
äôåðúä, “the waved omer.”
This is because one of the
details in the mitzvah of
bringing the omer is to wave
it up and down, back and

forth, like a lulav.

We can ask, why is thekorban
omer named specifically for
the waving of theomer? There
are many other laws and
details of theomer. Why isn't

the omer named for them?

The Nesivos Shalom zt'l
answers with a story: Rebbe
Aharon HaGadol of Karlinzt'l
wanted to inspire someone to
do teshuvah, but he realized
that this person was so
steeped in taavos, worldly
temptations, that words alone
wouldn’t rouse him. So he
grabbed onto his coat, pulled

him around, and said, "How
long will you be going about
the world in this way?" The
man started to shout, "I want

to do teshuvah…"

Rebbe Aharon realized that
this person needed to be
physically shaken to be woken
up to teshuvah. This is the
implication of äôåðúä øîåò, “the
waved omer.” It is telling
everyone to take themselves
into their hands, shake up and
awaken to do Hashem's will.10101010

To improve, we suggest
taking on kabbalos,
resolutions that will lead to
improvement. It is essential to
recognize your abilities and
know what you can take on,
and what you can’t. To
understand this point, consider

the following mashal:

A talmid chachamwent into a
shoe store and asked for a pair
of shoes, size 8. The store

10. About the shtei halechem that are brought on Shavuos the Torah
says, תנופה  לחם ,תביאו  "Bring the waved bread." This can also hint that

on these days, one should “wave” and move towards improving his ways.
One shouldn’t be complacent. Take yourselves into your hands, and grow.
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owner was very generous,
"You’re a talmid chacham, so
I want to give you more. I'll

give you size 10."

The man replied, "A size 10
will slip off my foot. I need a
size 8, because that size fits

me well."

The nimshalis, a person needs
to improve his ways according
to his strengths. If he will take
on kabbalos that are beyond

him, he will fail.

This lesson is also alluded to
in the words íëì íúøôñå. This
means find the service that is

íëì, for your level.

RecognizeRecognizeRecognizeRecognize thethethethe EnemyEnemyEnemyEnemy

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 38:)
tells us that Reb Meir's
lectures consisted of 1/3
halachah, 1/3 aggadah, and
1/3 mashalim. Reb Meir said
three hundredmashalimabout
foxes. Most of them were
forgotten; we have only three
of them. [It is really only one
parable, but it explains three
pesukim, thus it is called three

parables.] Rashi (Sanhedrin
39.) brings that parable, told

by Reb Meir:

One Friday, the fox said to the
wolf, "The Jewish people are
preparing their Shabbos meals
today. Why don’t you go help
them cook, and tomorrow they
will let you eat with them?"

The wolf went to a Jewish
courtyard to help them cook.
But the residents took up their
sticks and chased him away.

The wolf was angry that the
fox tricked him, and he was
ready to kill the fox. The fox
feigned innocence, "They were
hitting you because of what
your father did to them. Your
father once helped them with
the cooking on Friday and he

ate up all the good slices."

"Should I get punished for my
father's deeds?"
The fox replied, "Yes, as it
states,íéðá éðéùå øñåá åìëàé úåáà
äðéä÷ú, 'The parents ate the
unripe fruit and the children's
teeth hurt' (Yechezkel18:2).
Come with me," the fox said,
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"I have another plan how we
can get a good meal."

The fox brought him to a well
that had two buckets attached
to two ends of a rope. When
one bucket was in the water
the other one was up on top.
The fox jumped into the
bucket hanging on top the well
and dropped into the well. The
other bucket went up. The
wolf asked, "Why did you go
down there?"
The fox replied, "There's meat

and cheese here."

The fox told the wolf to look
in the water. The wolf saw,
what appeared to be a big
round piece of cheese, and he
was convinced that there was
indeed cheese in the well. (It
was really just the moon’s

reflection on the water.)

The wolf asked, "How do I get
down there?"
"Get into the bucket, and you

will go down."

The wolf climbed into the
bucket and dropped into the
well, bringing the bucket with

the fox inside up. The wolf
saw that nothing was there; he
was fooled again. "How do I

get out?" he asked.

The fox answered,äøöî ÷éãö
åéúçú òùø àáéå õìçð, "The tzaddik
was saved from his troubles,
and a rasha took his place"
(Mishlei 11:8). And it states,
÷ãö éðáàå ÷ãö éðæàî, "Honest
weights and scales…"
(Vayikra 19:36) everyone
receives his just reward and
punishment.
What can we learn from Reb
Meir’s parable? For one thing,
we learn that we must
recognize our enemies. The
fox tricked the wolf twice. He
told him to help cook on
Friday so he could eat on
Shabbos, and the wolf ended
up being chased away and
beaten. The wolf should have
realized that he shouldn’t
listen to the fox anymore; the
fox doesn’t mean his good.
But when the fox came up
with another plan, the wolf
trusted him again. He went
down into the well. There
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wasn’t any food, and there
wasn’t a way out.

Wolf, why weren’t you wiser?
You should have realized that
you shouldn’t trust the fox?

People are similar, because we
know from experience that the
yetzer haraisn’t interested in
our welfare. Whenever we
follow his counsels, we regret
it afterwards. His counsel
repeatedly causes us losses in
the spiritual venue, and also in
this world. So, when theyetzer
hara comes up with a new
scheme why do we think that
this time it will be different?
Why don’t we realize by now
that it isn't wise to listen to the

yetzer hara?

Yet, people know all of this
and nevertheless repeatedly
follow the yetzer hara's
counsel. They fall into his
trap, regret it, and then listen

to him again!

Here is another mashal to
express this point:

There was a poritz who

owned many inns, which
were run by Yidden. One day
he went to one of his
innkeepers and asked to be
invited for a dinner. The Yid
replied that he would be

honored with the visit.

The Yid prepared a special
meal for theporitz, which cost
him more than he could
afford. The poritz looked at
the beautifully laid table and
asked, "Where's the Swiss
cheese? Didn't you prepare

Swiss cheese for me?"

He didn’t.

The poritz told his aide to beat
the Yid cruelly because "he

didn’t honor me properly."

The following morning, the
poritz met up with another
Yid and said he wants to
come to his home for supper.
When the Yid was cooking
and preparing a special meal
for the poritz, yesterday's host
of came by and said, "The
poritz is crazy over Swiss
cheese. Make sure you have

Swiss cheese."
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It wasn't easy to find Swiss
cheese in their village, but he
understood the importance of
the matter, and managed to
get Swiss cheese. He served it
to the poritz, together with
other delicacies. Theporitz
asked, "And where is the
Persian halvah? Don’t you

have halvah?"

“I’m sorry. I didn’t know you
wanted halvah…”
The poritz didn’t accept his
apology, and he told his
servants to beat him for "not
honoring me properly. He
didn’t even want to buy halvah

for me."

The next day, the poritz
asked a third innkeeper
whether he could come for
supper. The innkeeper
graciously agreed, and he
soon received a heads up
from the two previous hosts,
warning him to serve Persian

halvah and Swiss cheese.

The poritz looked at the royal
table that was set for him, with
the Swiss cheese and Persian
halvah prominently placed in

the middle of the table. He
asked, “And where is the
French bread?”
His men beat up this innkeeper
too, because “he didn’t honor
me. He didn’t even want to
buy French bread for me.”
The portiz invited himself to a
fourth home. The first three
hosts warned him to prepare
Swiss cheese, Persian halvah,
and French bread, but he
didn’t prepare anything at all.
When the poritz came, there
was only dry bread on the
table. The poritz asked, "Is
that how you honor me?"
The Yid replied, "You don’t
want to eat. You want an
excuse to beat up a Yid. Why
should I work for nothing? If
you want, you can beat me up

now."

Thenimshalis, theyetzer hara
comes to a person and tries to
make the Yid feel down and
dejected. The yetzer hara
knows that if comes dressed in
the clothes of theyetzer hara,
no one would listen to him. So
he pretends to be theyetzer
tov who is solely trying to
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rebuke the Yid to be more
cautious with the mitzvos.

The Yid takes the yetzer
hara's rebuke seriously
(because he thinks that it is the
yetzer tov) and he feels bad
about his shortcomings and
sins. But then he becomes
depressed and dejected — and
that was the yetzer hara's
original plan. The Yid
discovered that it wasn’t the
yetzer tovafter all. It was the
yetzer haratrying to bring him

to despair.

Then the yetzer hara comes
again, and he finds some other
fault in the Yid. For example,
the first time, he told the Yid
that he isn't learning enough
Torah. The second time he
tells him that he wasn't careful
with kashrus. He wants to
discourage the Yid again. But
the Yid shouldn’t listen to
him. He has already learned
that this is the yetzer hara
trying to throw him into
despair. The last time the
yetzer hara tricked him and
won, so why should he pay

attention to his words this
time? Theyetzer haracomes
with many hats, always
rebuking the Yid for some sin,
but his intention is the same:
an excuse to beat up the Yid,
and to throw him into despair.

A wise person will shout,
“You're the yetzer hara, you
want to make me sad. I
don’t want to hear anything

you say.”

Reb Yankele Galinskyzt'l told
that he was once on a very
long train ride in Russia.
There were bunks on the train,
but Reb Yankele didn’t get a
bed; he had to sleep on the
floor. One night, Reb Yankele
was extremely tired. He was
hoping to have a good night’s
sleep, but one of the Russian
men kept shouting from his
bed, "I'm thirsty! I'm so
thirsty!' Reb Yankele realized
that until this man gets water,
no one in the car could sleep,
so he got up to bring him
water. Reb Yankele returned
to his place on the floor,
hoping to finally get some
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sleep, but the gentile started
shouting again, "Boy was I
thirsty! I was so thirsty." He
carried on, disturbing Reb

Yankele’s sleep.

The moral of this story is that
when one thinks he’s finished
with a struggle, a new struggle
comes along. Similarly, after
you’ve overcome theyetzer
hara, the yetzer hara will
return again, this time with a
new tactic. We just need to
keep on battling with the
yetzer hara, time and again,

until we succeed.

BeginningsBeginningsBeginningsBeginnings

Beginnings are a microcosm
of everything that follows;
accordingly, we shouldn’t be

negligent with beginnings.

The Mishnas Chachamim
writes, “They say that
beginnings are more than half.
(If you have a good
beginning, it is already more
than half done. This is
because beginnings are the
root and the primary aspect of
all things. Therefore, they say,
úåù÷ úåìçúä ìë all beginnings

are difficult.” 11111111

11. Reb Yeruchem zt’l would say, “When one studies well the first few
weeks of the z'man, his hasmadah will continue throughout the

entire z'man.”
The first Rashi in Chumash begins יצחק  ר' אמר “Reb Yitzchak said, 'the
Torah didn’t have to begin with .בראשית It should have begun with החודש 

לכם ”'.הזה The Turei Zahav (Divrei Dovid) writes, “When I was young, I saw
in a very old sefer that “Reb Yitzchak” [Reb Yitzchak’s question and
commentary] stated at the beginning of Rashi isn’t stated in Gemara or in
the Midrash. Rather, Rashi wanted to honor his father, and to begin the
sefer with a lesson from his father. So he asked his father, “Tell me a
question, and I will write it in your name.”
That old sefer writes that Rashi’s father wasn’t a great talmid chacham.
The Divrei Dovid disagrees on that point, because Rashi quotes his
father in the Gemara (Avodah Zarah 75. דרב  .(ד"ה  Nevertheless, the Divrei
Dovid agrees that Rashi begins his commentary with יצחק  ר ' אמר  to honor
his father.
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The Vilna Gaon teaches: The
first brachah of Shemonah
Esrei has eighteen praises in
it, which corresponds to the
entireShemonah Esrei. This is
the reason we must have

kavanahby this brachah.

Reb Chaim Volozhiner writes
in the name of the Vilna Gaon,
“It is tested and proven: When
one awakens in the morning
and accepts the yoke of Torah
with truth and sincerity —
which means he decides in his
heart that he won’t let any
person or any matter disturb
him from studying Torah —
then all disturbances vanish,
and he will certainly succeed
in Torah that day. In
accordance to the degree he
accepts the yoke of Torah in
the morning, and in
accordance to the strength of
his decision, Hashem will help
him that day, and relieve him
from all issues that prevent

him from studying Torah."

On Yom Kippur we say (in
Mussaf), äàøî äéä øãäð äî úîà
ùãå÷ä ïî íåìùá åúàöá ìåãâ ïäë, “It
is true, how beautiful and
glorious it was, the
appearance of thecohen gadol
when he left, peacefully, from
the Holy of Holies …” Why
do we discuss the beauty of
the cohen gadol when he
leaves the Holy of holies?
Why don’t we discuss his

beauty when heenters?

We will answer with an
example. We recently
celebrated Pesach. An
indication of the amount of
spirituality and inspiration we
received is seen in how we act
after Pesach. If after Pesach
we are more cautious with the
mitzvos, more attached to
Torah, etc. this is a sign we
had an inspirational holiday.
Similarly, the beauty of the
cohen gadolùåã÷ä ïî åúàöá, is
when he leaves the Holy of
Holies. How thecohen gadol

This is a lesson in kibud av. In addition, we learn the importance and the
specialness of beginnings. For Rashi wanted to mention his father
specifically at the beginning of the commentary.
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acts and appears when he
leaves gives us an indication
of the holiness he attained

when he entered.

The Meor v’Shemesh
(Sheminiåö÷ùú ìà ä"ã) explains
the pasuk, úøçîî íëì íúøôñå
úáùä, that one should make
certain that theúáùä úøçî, the
day after Shabbos, and
similarly, the day afteryom
tov, should be good. He writes
that it is hard to daven on

Sundays, but one should force
himself to daven well on that
day. That will be an indication
of the holiness he acquired

from Shabbos.

There was a custom that
talmidei chachamimwould say
a pilpul on Gemara, Rashi, and
Tosfos after Pesach and after
Succos. The Meor v'Shamesh
writes that this was to
demonstrate the growth

attained on the holiday.12121212

12. Someone came to a gas station, filled his car with gasoline, but he
didn’t continue his travels. Someone asked him why he is staying in

the gas station. He replied, “What’s wrong with staying here? Why should
I go anyplace?”
The man replied, “The purpose of filling the car with gas is to travel…”
This is an analogy for those who pass through a yom tov, and don’t strive
to reach higher levels after yom tov. The purpose of the yom tov was to
grow, and we should be traveling further with the inspiration we received.
A chasan said to the Nesivos Shalom, “I'm afraid I didn’t use my years
as a bachur properly. We heard in yeshiva that it's important to utilize
these years for Torah, hasmadah, and avodah, but I wasted those
precious years.”
The Nesivos Shalom answered, “I can’t help you with your past. You are
correct. It is a great loss. But I can help you with your future. Just before
you came to speak with me, a yungerman was here. He said, ‘I heard that
the first five years after marriage are the best years of a persons life.
During those years, one doesn’t have financial worries, and he can devote
himself entirely to Torah. But I'm already five years after the wedding, and
I can say that I didn’t spend these years well…’"
The Nesivos Shalom concluded, "I'm unable to help you retrieve your
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LagLagLagLag b’Omerb’Omerb’Omerb’Omer

R abi Shimon bar Yochai
called Lag b’Omer “Rabi

Shimon’s day” (é"áùø 'ø ìù åîåé,
see Idra Zuta 292:). Reb
Akiva’s students stopped
dying on this day. Only five

students remained — one was
Rabi Shimon — and Reb
Akiva taught them Torah and
gave themsemichahon Lag
b’Omer (Chida). Years later,
Rabi Shimon wasniftar on

bachur years, but I encourage you to make use of your early years after
your chasunah. If you will devote yourself to Torah during the next few
years, you can also grow a lot in Torah."
Someone came to a new country, rented an apartment in a basement, but
found it teeming with mice. He asked a friend, “What's the story with this
country? There are mice all over my apartment!”
“Which floor do you live on?”
“I live in the cellar.”
“Well obviously you have mice. You should live on a higher floor and you
won’t have mice.”
This reminds us of the people who are always complaining that wherever
they turn, they are confronted with great tests. The answer often is to go
up to a higher floor, live a more spiritual life, and then many of the tests
will disappear. This is hinted at in Chazal, (Avos 6:2), בתלמוד  שעוסק מי וכל 

מתעלה  זה  הרי  ,תורה “Whoever studies Torah is elevated.”
At a siyum, and each day, upon leaving the beis medresh, we praise
Hashem, ו  המדרש, בית  מיושבי חלקינו  קרנותששמת מיושבי חלקינו שמת  לא  , “that you
gave our portion among those who sit in beis medresh. You didn’t set our
portion among those who sit at the street corners.” מדרש  בית is in singular
and קרנות יושבי is in plural. The explanation is, when one seeks material
pleasures, as the people who sit on the street corners do, he will never be
satisfied. To find joy, he will go from one street corner to the next, thinking
“Perhaps over there I will find joy?” But when one learns Torah in beis
medresh, he can be in the same beis medresh for many years, and he will
be satisfied and happy with his lot.
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Lag b’Omer. On this day,
prior to his petirah he
revealed to his students many
divine secrets of the Torah.
(The sefer containing Reb
Shimon’s lesson on that day
is called Idra Zuta.) The sun
didn’t set until Rabi Shimon
finished teaching the secrets.
He said, éúåùøá àîåé ìë àäã
àîéé÷, “The entire day is in

my possession.”TorahWellsprings- Lag b’Omer

From then until today, the
gates of heaven are open on
Lag b’Omer, to bestow
blessings and goodness to all

Yidden.

“Go“Go“Go“Go upupupup andandandand Gather…”Gather…”Gather…”Gather…”

When Reb Shimon wasniftar
a bas kol came out and
announced, "Go up and gather
for the celebration of Reb

Shimon" (Zohar).

Tzaddikim say this bas kol
calls every year, inviting

people to celebrate thehillulah
(celebration) of Reb Shimon

bar Yochai.

Reb Chaim Vital zt'l writes,
"Klal Yisrael are accustomed
to go to the kevarim of Reb
Shimon bar Yochai and Reb
Elazar (his son) on Lag
b'Omer, and they eat and are
happy there. I saw that my
rebbe [the Arizal] once went
there on Lag b'Omer with his
entire family, and he remained

there for three days…"

Reb Ovadyah of Bartunara
writes in a letter, "On the
eighteenth of Iyar, the day of
his [Reb Shimon's]yahrtzeit,
people from all around Meron
come and light bonfires…
Many barren become fruitful
and ill are healed because of
the vows
(kabbalos/resolutions) that
they take on at that place."13131313

13. The Gemara Sotah (14. see Bach) writes, “Why is Moshe Rabbeinu’s
grave hidden from all mankind? It is because Hakadosh Baruch Hu

knows that the Beis HaMikdash will be destroyed, and the Yidden will be
exiled. [If they know where Moshe is buried] perhaps they will go to
Moshe’s grave, and cry and beg Moshe, ‘Moshe, get up and pray for us!’
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When Yidden rejoice in
Meron, Reb Shimon is also
there, rejoicing together with
them. The Shinover Rav tells
that one year the Arizal with
his students were dancing on
Lag b’Omer in Meron and a
tall elderly person (whom they
didn’t recognize) was also
there,with his students. The
elderly person danced a lot
with the Arizal and with the
Chareidim. Afterwards, the
Arizal told them that he was
Reb Shimon bar Yochai, and
his students were Reb
Shimon’s students. (This story
is recorded with several more
details in Taamei

HaMinhagim.)

It states (Shemos34:23), ùìù
éðô úà êøåëæ ìë äàøé äðùá íéîòô

'ä ïåãàä, “Three times a year
every Yid must see the face of
the Master, Hashem…” This
pasuk is discussing the
mitzvah of going up to the
Beis HaMikdash for Pesach,
Shavuos, and Succos (äéìò

ìâøì).

The Zohar states,'ä ïåãàä éðô ïàî
éàçåé øá ïåòîù 'ø àã, “Who is the
master… It is Reb Shimon…”
We don’t know what this
Zohar means; however, there
seems to be a correlation
between the mitzvah ofaliyah
leregel and going to Meron.14141414

AAAA fieryfieryfieryfiery holyholyholyholy placeplaceplaceplace

If you merit to go to Meron,
you should gird yourself with
the properyiras Shamayimand

joy. 15151515

Moshe will stand up and pray and the decree of exile will be annulled.”
This Gemara gives us an inclination to the immense power Yidden have
when they daven at kevarim of tzaddikim.
14. Some people go to Meron on Pesach, Shavuos and Succos, as

somewhat hinted in this Zohar.
15. There is a saying from tzaddikim, “If you go to Miron, it’s a sign Reb

Shimon invited you.”
There was a family who spent a Shabbos in Meron. It was very expensive,
and the head of the family said, “For the money we spent, we should have
gone to a hotel in a luxurious vacation resort.” He was implying that he
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The Shlah HaKadosh writes in
a letter, "At the holy, fiery
place, thetzionof Reb Shimon
bar Yochai, people learn
Zohar with awe anddeveikus,
because many miracles happen
there. One must learnZohar
with awe, and make oneself
very happy with spiritual
happiness, without any
mourning and sadness,
because this is what Reb
Shimon wants, and this is
proven and true, and then they

take vows, and pray."

Reb Shmuel Hellerzt'l writes,
"I testify that when I was a

child, I heard from elderly
Sephardic rabbis that their
fathers saw it and told them
that the Or HaChaim
HaKadosh, Reb Chaim ben
Atar, was once in Tzefas for
Lag b'Omer and he went to
Meron. When he reached the
bottom of the mountain that
leads up to the holy place, he
went off his donkey and
climbed on his hands and feet,
grunting the entire way up like
an animal. He shouted, 'How
can the lowly me go to the
awesome place, where
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, all
angels, and all souls of

regrets spending a Shabbos in Meron; the money could have been spent
on a better vacation.
For the next three years, he didn’t return to Meron. It wasn’t that he didn’t
want to go. It was just that things didn’t work out for him. For example,
when his son turned three, he wanted to make the chalakah in Meron, but
the boy was slightly ill so they didn’t go.
His wife told him, “It seems that since you said that it wasn’t worthwhile
coming to Meron, Reb Shimon isn’t inviting us anymore. It is as though he
is saying, ‘If you aren’t appreciative that you came here, don’t come back
again.’”
He realized she might be right, so he closed himself in a room and cried
and repented for the foolish words he said. After he washed his face and
dried his tears someone knocked at his door, his neighbor came to his door
and said, “I just bought a new car. I want the first time I use of the car to
be for a mitzvah. Do you want to come with me to Meron…?”
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tzaddikim are there?!' And at
the hilulah he was very

happy."

When Avraham Kaliskerzt’l
would go to the mikvah in
honor of Lag b’Omer he
would say, úùåã÷ éìò ìá÷î éðéøä
íåéä, “I embrace the holiness of

the day.”

It states in thesefer ïåøéî òñî
that in Cheshvaná"ë÷ú , there
was an earthquake in Tzefas
and in Miron, and many
Arabs, with their wives and
children, ran to the building
over Reb Shimon’s grave to
protect themselves, but the
door of the building was
locked. They all shouted, “Reb
Shimon! Reb Shimon! We
heard about your greatness
from our fathers, and we
perceived it with our eyes.
Open your doors.” The doors
opened immediately, and they

went inside.

Reb Shimon became even
more revered to them.

A month later, the 6th of
Kislev, there was a second

earthquake. Yidden and
lehavdil goyim ran to Reb
Shimon’s grave. They found
the building jumping up in the
air and falling back down
again. Thekippah on top was
split in two. They became very
afraid. They said, “Reb
Shimon! Reb Shimon! If this
is what is happening to your
building, what will be with
us?” After a half hour, the
earthquake settled, and the
building sat firmly on its
place. They went inside and
checked to see the damages,
but there were none. The
kippah merged together, and
there was no sign of any

scratches or damages.

This story is an example of the
miracles that happened in
Meron. Miracles will certainly
happen to the people who go

there to pray.

The Gemara tells that Reb
Yehoshua ben Levi once met
Eliyahu HaNavi at the
entrance to Reb Shimon bar
Yochai's cave. The Maharal
(Netzach Yisrael28) writes,
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"Know, it is certain, there are
locations in the world that are
conducive for holiness. The
cave where Reb Shimon hid is
one such place. There is no
doubt that Eliyahu HaNavi
appeared to Reb Shimon
several times in the cave…
And it doesn’t make a
difference whether Eliyahu
appeared to him visually, or if
he appeared without anyone
seeing him. Because many
times, Eliyahu tells someone
something, and the person
doesn’t know where the words
came from. He thinks they are
his own thoughts, but they are
really Eliyahu's words,

speaking to him…"

TheTheTheThe JoyJoyJoyJoy ofofofof LagLagLagLag b'Omerb'Omerb'Omerb'Omer

The Zohar tells that when Reb
Shimon bar Yochai'slevayah
passed the village of Tzipori,
the residents of Tzipori didn’t
let them continue. They came
out with sticks demanding that
Reb Shimon be buried in their
town. The people from Meron
weren’t silent. They demanded
that Reb Shimon be buried in
Meron, near them. Suddenly,

the bed of Reb Shimon bar
Yochai ascended in the air.
Surrounded by a divine fire,
the coffin glided to Meron and
that's where he was buried. At
that moment, abas kol came
forth, "Go up and gather for
the celebration of Reb

Shimon."

Reb Asher Zelig Margolies
writes, "When we see the
great joy at the holytzion of
Reb Shimon bar Yochai in
Miron we are certain that up
until today, on Lag b'Omer,
the bas kolspeaks to the heart
of every Yid and proclaims,
"Go up and gather at Reb
Shimon's resting place, rejoice

and celebrate…"

The Bnei Yissaschar writes,
"We heard from reliable
sources that the joy at Reb
Shimon'stzion is supernatural.
As it says,çîùé íé÷éãö øåà, "the
light of tzaddikim brings joy."

Those who go to Miron on
Lag b'Omer experience a great
joy. There’s also a strong
feeling of achdus, also
supernatural. People from all
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backgrounds come and dance
together as one.

The Chida (Moreh b'Etzba
223) writes, "Be happy, in
honor of Reb Shimon bar
Yochai, because Lag b'Omer
is his hilula [celebration] and
it is known that he desired
people to rejoice on this day."

Rebbe Shlomke of Zvhilzt’l
asked his gabai to awaken
him when their entourage was
ready to travel to Meron, for
Lag b’Omer. He said, "I want
to rest a bit. Wake me up
when everyone is ready to
go."
When thegabai went to wake
the Rebbe, he saw the
Rebbe's pillow and bed

soaked with tears.

As they traveled, Reb
Shlomke urged everyone to be
happy. “We have to be happy
also while traveling to

Meron,” he told them.

There are two Gemaras that
have forty-nine pages:
Shavuos and Sotah. The
Chasam Sofer would teach one

page a day during the
forty-nine days of sefiras
ha'omer. One year he was
teaching masechta Shavuos,
and when he came to the page
â"ì óã that is studied onøîåòá â"ì
he read,àáøòîá äéìò åëçî ïåòîù 'ø,
and translated, "In Eretz
Yisrael, people are rejoicing

with Reb Shimon."

The Mishnas Chassidim
writes, "On this day, Reb
Akiva's students stopped
dying, and Reb Akiva gave
smichah to five of his
students, and from them,
Torah emanates. Among them
was Reb Shimon bar
Yochai… It is a mitzvah to be
happy on this day, the joy of
Reb Shimon bar Yochai. If
you live in Eretz Yisrael, go
and celebrate at his grave, and
be very happy there.
Certainly, do so if you have a
chalakah yingel, to make

peyosfor a child…"

Reb Chaim Vital tells that
Reb Avraham HaLevi zy’a
would say, ïåéö éìáà úà íçð
(said on Tisha b’Av). He
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would say it every day in
Minchah Shemonah Esreiand
in birchas hamazon, for he
was always mourning the
churban Beis HaMikdash. He
said it in Meron, as well, on

Lag b’Omer.

The Arizal saw Reb Shimon
bar Yochai standing on his
grave, as though he was alive,
and Reb Shimon said, “Ask
your student why he saidíçð
on the day of my immense
joy.” Within a month, Reb
Avraham HaLevi wasniftar.
This teaches us the great
importance to be happy in

Meron on this day.

Someone asked the Maharil
the following question:
Someone made a vow that he
will only eat at a seudas
mitzvah. What constitutes a
seudas mitzvah?
The Maharil replied, “Chazal
say whoever eats at aseudah

of talmidei chachamimit is as
though he is enjoying from
the shine of theShechinah.
Lag b’Omer is a seudas
mitzvah (because it is Reb

Shimon’s meal)...”

The Taamei HaMinhagim
asks: On Moshe Rabbeinu's
yahrtzeit, on the 7th of Iyar,
people fast. In contrast, on
Reb Shimon bar Yochai's
yahrtzeit, on Lag b'Omer, we
celebrate. What is the
explanation? Is ayahrtzeit a
day for rejoicing or a day

for mourning?16161616

The Taamei HaMinhagim
answers: TheZohar tells us
that Reb Shimon bar Yochai
was unique in the manner he
annulled harsh decrees. Most
tzaddikim fasted when there
was a harsh decree, Reb
Shimon bar Yochai ate. With
his joy, he annulled harsh

16. Chazal tell that on the day Moshe Rabbeinu was niftar many laws of
the Torah were forgotten. In contrast, on the day Reb Shimon bar

Yochai was niftar, secrets of the Torah were revealed. This could be the
explanation why Lag b'Omer is a day of celebration, while the 7th of Adar
is a fast day.
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decrees. Therefore, by Reb
Shimon’syahrtzeitwe eat.17171717

HilulahHilulahHilulahHilulah

The Zohar calls a yahrtzeit
"yoma dehilula" which can be

translated as, "a wedding
day." Why? What is the
connection between a wedding

and ayahrtzeit?18181818

The Rema MiPano explains
that at a wedding all

17. The Zohar (Shemos 15.) teaches: Once, Reb Shimon was teaching
secrets of Torah, and Reb Elazar was near him. Their faces shone

like the sun. They sat there two complete days, without eating and drinking.
They didn’t know whether it was daytime or whether it was nighttime. When
they left, Reb Shimon said the pasuk (Shemos 34:28) ארבעים ה ' עם  שם  ויהי

שתה  לא מים אכל לא לחם  – לילה וארבעים  ,יום “[Moshe] was there [on Har Sinai]
forty days. He didn’t eat bread and he didn’t drink water.”
When Rebbe heard this story, he was astounded. Rebbe’s father, Reb
Shimon ben Gamliel, told him, “My son, Reb Shimon was like a lion, and
his son was like a lion. Not a regular lion, rather ירא לא  מי  שאג אריה ‘When
the lion roars, who isn’t afraid?’ Even the upper worlds are afraid of them,
certainly we should be afraid. He was a man that never decreed a fast day
to attain his requests. He decreed and Hakadosh Baruch Hu acquiesced.
Hakadosh Baruch Hu decreed and he annulled it.”
18. Every year, Reb Simchah Mund zt’l, would come to Meron for Lag

b’Omer. When he was old, his students would almost carry him up
the mountain, as he leaned on them for support. His students tried to
convince him to come to Meron some other day of the year, when there
are fewer people. It would be easier for him and for them.
He replied, “When one comes to a wealthy man’s home asking for
tzedakah, the wealthy man checks the hamlatzos to see whether he
deserves the money. But when tzedakah collectors come to the wealthy
person when the wealthy man is celebrating a chasunah for his son, he
doesn't check the hamalatzos. He gives to everybody. Coming to Meron
on Lag b’Omer is like coming to Reb Shimon’s chasunah. Everyone
receives, no one is left out.”
Someone asked a Yerushalmi Yid when he plans to be in Meron on Lag
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discussions anddivrei Torah
are about the wedding. If a
person will get up and begin
speaking about any other
topic, even if he speaks about
an upcomingyom tov, he will
be told, “It is all very
interesting, but this isn't the
time or place for such
discussions.” At a wedding,
we only speak about the
chasunah. Similarly, on the
day of ayahrtzeitof a tzaddik,
all discussions in heaven are
about this tzaddik and about
his divrei Torah. 19191919 It is
therefore appropriate to call a
yahrtzeit a hilulah, a

chasunah.

People give gifts to thechasan
and kallah at their wedding.
Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz
zy'a explained that the
tzaddik’s yahrtzeit is called a
chasunah, a hilulah, because

Hashem gives presents to the
tzaddik on that day.

The primary present that a
tzaddik desires is to be able to
bestow kindness onto Yidden.
Thus, on their yahrtzeit,
Hashem grants them the
ability to mashpiagoodness to

klal Yisrael.

Bonfires/Bonfires/Bonfires/Bonfires/HadlakahHadlakahHadlakahHadlakah

One of the customs of Lag
b’Omer is the hadlakah,

bonfire.

The Zohar (Idra Zuta 291:)
tells that on the final day of
Reb Shimon’s life, he revealed
to his students great, holy
secrets of kabbalah. As long as
he taught, the sun didn’t set.
The Bnei Yissaschar (Lag
b’Omer 6) writes that this can
explain the custom to light
candles and bonfires on Lag
b’Omer. It is in

b’Omer. He replied, “I am planning to be there for the kabalas panim and
to remain there until after the mitzvah tantz (24 hours). I want to be by the
entire chasunah, just like a relative.”
19. This is one of the reasons it is recommended to study the divrei Torah

of a tzaddik on his yahrtzeit. The tzaddik’s divrei Torah is the primary
discussion in heaven, so it should be our discussions too.
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commemoration of the sun
that continued to shine on the
final day of Reb Shimon bar

Yochai’s life.

There were tzaddikim who
would throw clothing into the
fire in Meron, to increase the
light and the joy of the day.

Reb Shmuel Hellerzt’l the rav
of Tzfas wrote asefer K'vod
Melachim on this subject, and
he writes that the Or HaChaim
HaKadosh zt’l and other

tzaddikim would do so.

The sefer Alef Kasavwrites,
“The Or HaChaim would cry
the entire night of Lag b’Omer
at the hadlakah, and say ‘How
can I come near the fire,
where the neshamos of
Avraham Yitzchak, and
Yaakov are there, together
with all the holy tzaddikim?’”

The sefer ïåøéî òñî describes
how the hadlakah appeared
(ç"îøú): “Everyone buys olive
oil and pours it in honor of
the Tana. Then those who will
light it come forward [to the
roof of the tzion] and
emotionally, with joy and a

happy heart, they light a towel
soaked with oil, and they
throw it into the bowl of oil.
Everyone stands by – their
eyes watching, waiting for the
fire. When the first flames
come forth, everyone rejoices.
The sound of their happiness
is so loud, I never saw and I
never heard any joy similar to
it. The people of Eretz Yisrael
say the neshamah of Reb
Shimon bar Yochai is there, at
this hadlakah. At that time I
took out the names of my
friends and family…and I
prayed for them, that the
merit of the holytanahshould
protect them, enlighten their
candle, that they should have
hatzlachah for their bodies

and souls.”

The Sadugeira Rebbezt’l
spoke about the specialness of
the hadlakah on the roof of
the tzion. He said 80,000
neshamosget their tikun at

this time.

Some have theminhag to
throw their yarmulka into the
fire. That was theminhag of
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my father zy’a and of his
father, Rebbe Moshe

Mordechai of Lelovzy’a.

Once, a father complained to
Rebbe Dovid Biderman of
Lelov zy'a that his son keeps
taking off his kappel
(yarmulke). The Rebbe told
him that he and his son should
travel to Meron for Lag
b'Omer.
During the trip, the father was
very embarrassed by his son's
wild ways. At every stop they
had to look for him so they

could continue.

When they came to Meron,
and they lit the fire, the Rebbe
took the boy's kappel and
threw it into the fire. The boy
immediately shouted, "My
kappel! My kappel!" He
changed in a minute. Before,
he was constantly throwing
off his kappel, and now he

wanted it.

FirstFirstFirstFirst HaircutsHaircutsHaircutsHaircuts ((((ChalakahChalakahChalakahChalakah))))

Many people have a custom to
give their son's his first haircut
in Meron.
Reb Chaim Vital zt'l writes,

"The Arizal came to Meron
[on Lag b’Omer] with his
young child and with all his
family, and they madepeyos
for his son there, as the
custom is known. He made it

a day of celebrating."

The Mishnas Chassidim
writes, "If you live in Eretz
Yisrael, go and celebrate by
Reb Shimon’s grave, and be
very happy there. Certainly,
do so if you have achalakah,
and you will makepeyos for

your child…"

What is the reason for this
custom?

Reb Yaakov Meir Shechter
shlita explains that Reb
Shimon bar Yochai promised,
åòøæ éôî çëùú àì éë, Torah will
never be forgotten. The
mesorahwill be passed down
from generation to generation.
Therefore, when we make
peyosfor our child, and we are
about to bring him to cheder
to study Torah, we do it at
Reb Shimon’s grave, for he
promised the chain will

continue eternally.
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I heard another explanation
from the Chernobyler Rebbe

Shlita:

The Gemara (Me’illa 17.)
states, “The government
decreed that Yidden may not
keep Shabbos and they may
not circumcise their children.
Reb Reuvan Istrobuli sought
to annul the decrees, so he
wore a non-Jewish hairstyle
(with long hair in the back and
no hair in the front) so the
goyim would think he is one
of them. He sat among the
politicians and asked them, “If
you hate someone, do you
want to make him wealthy or
poor?”
They replied, “Poor!”
“So they shouldn’t work on
Shabbos, so they will become
poor.”
The government officials
agreed with him and they
retracted the decree that forced

them to work on Shabbos.

Then he asked them, “If you
have an enemy, do you want
him to be strong or weak?”

They said “Weak!”

“So they should circumcise
their children at eight days, so

they will become weak.”

They replied, “You are
correct,” and they annulled

their decree.

Sometime later, they realized
that Reb Reuvan was a Yid,
and that he tricked them, so
they re-instated the two

gezeiros.

Who will annul the gezeiros
now? The chachamim sent
Reb Shimon bar Yochai to the
king, because “many miracles

happen to him.”

A demon called Ben
Temalyon met with Reb
Shimon and offered his
assistance… The demon went
ahead of Reb Shimon, and
attached itself to the king’s
daughter, causing her much
pain. When Reb Shimon
arrived he said, “Ben
Temalyon, leave!” which it

did.

The king was thankful to Reb
Shimon, and brought him into
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the treasury room. “Take
whatever you want.”

Reb Shimon found the
documents of the decrees
forbidding the Jewish nation
from practicing milah and
obligating them to work on
Shabbos, and he tore up the

document.

Reb Reuvan Istrobuli helped
the nation dressed as a gentile,
but Reb Shimon was able to
save the nation appearing like

a Yid.

One of the purposes of a
Jewish haircut is so it should
be noticeable that we are
Yidden. We therefore have a
custom to make thechalakah
in Meron, at Reb Shimon’s
kever, because Reb Shimon
was able to annul the harsh
decrees appearing as a Yid.

LearningLearningLearningLearning fromfromfromfrom hishishishis WaysWaysWaysWays

A primary avodah for Lag
b’Omer is to study Reb
Shimon’s holy ways, and to
seek to emulate them, if even

just a drop.

One of the songs that discuss

Reb Shimon bar Yochai’s
praises iséàçåé øá, "the son of
Yochai." Why don’t we call
Reb Shimon by his name?
Why does this song call him

by his father’s name?

Perhaps it’s to remind us that
Reb Shimon was a human
being, born from human
parents. He wasn't amalach.
And just as he reached very
high levels, we can reach
high levels too if we follow

in his footsteps.

The Gemara (Shabbos 112)
says, "If the people of the first
generations were like angels,
we are like people. And if the
earlier generations were like
people, we are like

donkeys…"

Reb Baruch Shimon
Shneerson zt’l, the rosh
yeshivaof Tchebin, explained
that people’s nature is to shun
responsibility. People don't
mind hearing that tzaddikim of
the past "were like angels,"
because that doesn’t obligate
them in any way. They heard
a description of amalach, and
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they say, "That doesn’t
obligate me to be like him.

Who can be a malach?"

But if we hear that the
tzaddikim of the past were
also human beings, and they
had struggles just as we have,
then people become like
donkeys who simply can’t
listen. They don't want to
listen, because that will
obligate them. They won’t be
able to claim they can’t be like
the tzaddikim, because they
are hearing that the tzaddikim
also had tests and challenges,
and that they were human
beings who passed those tests.

The Beis Avrahamzt'l writes,
"When one attends ayahrtzeit
seudah of a tzaddik, he is
connected to that tzaddik even
if he never knew the tzaddik,
and he never heard advar
Torah from the tzaddik,
because he is following in that
tzaddik's ways, and he tells
stories about the tzaddik, and
he studies his holy lessons on
avodas Hashem…" This is
what we seek to do on Lag

b’Omer, to be inspired, to
learn his holy ways, and to
see what we can do to go in

his footsteps.

EmunahEmunahEmunahEmunah

We seek to go in Reb
Shimon’s ways, and one
primary way we do so is to
increase our emunah, to
believe that everything that
happens is withhashgachah

pratis.

The Gemara (Shabbos 33:)
says: Reb Shimon, Reb Yosi,
and Reb Yehudah were
sitting together. Also present
was Yehudah ben Geirim.
They were discussing the

Roman Empire.

Reb Yehudah said, "How good
are the deeds of this empire.
They built marketplaces,

bridges, and bathhouses."

Reb Yossi was quiet.

Reb Shimon said,
"Everything they made, they

made for themselves."

Yehudah ben Geirim repeated
what they said to his friend,
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and that person told the next,
until the Roman Empire heard
about it. The Roman Empire
said, "Yehudah that praised us
should be honored, Reb Yosi
who was silent should be
exiled to Tzipori, and Reb
Shimon who disgraced Rome

should be killed."

Reb Shimon and his son
went into hiding, first in a
beis medresh, and then in a
cave, where he hid for

thirteen years.

At times, he would go out of
the cave for a short while. On

one such excursion, he
watched a hunter. Reb Shimon
was able to hear thebas kols
of heaven. When thebas kol
said dimus, “free,” the bird
flew away, and wasn’t
captured by the hunter. When
the bas kol said sapkula,
“caught,” the bird was caught.
Reb Shimon said to his son,
"If Hashem's hashgachah
pratis is even on birds, He
certainly has hashgachah
pratis on us. If a bird can't be
caught without Hashem's
decree, the Romans will also
not harm us, if it isn't

Hashem's will."20202020

20. The man who caught the bird probably thought that he caught the
bird because he had good aim. He didn’t hear the bas kol, so he didn’t

know that he caught the bird because it was decreed from Above. When
he didn’t catch a bird, he accused himself for not being more diligent. He
didn’t know that no matter what he would do, he wouldn’t catch the bird,
because that was the decree from Above.
Reb Shimon heard the bas kol and knew that it doesn’t have to do with
skills, only by Hashem’s decree.
We learn from this that when one succeeds in business, or when one loses
money, he shouldn’t think he is the cause. For as we see in this story,
everything is decreed Above and announced by a bas kol. It isn’t up to the
hands of mankind at all. He shouldn’t feel proud when he makes money,
and he shouldn’t feel like a fool when he loses money, because it has
nothing to do with him.
It states (Tehillim 123:2), עד  אלקינו  ה' אל עינינו  כן אדוניהם ... יד אל עבדים  כעיני הנה
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That is when Reb Shimon and
Reb Elazar courageously left

the cave (see Yerushalmi
Shviis9:1).21212121

,שיחוננו  “Like a slave lifts up his eyes to his master…so are our eyes turned
to Hashem our G-d, until He has compassion on us.” A slave knows that
his only hope for freedom is when his master frees him. Therefore, his eyes
are turned to his master, for his compassion. That is how we should turn
our eyes to Hashem, with the awareness that only Hashem can help us.
About the mon, it states (Shemos 62:), ברחיים... וטחנו ולקטו העם  ,שטו “The
nation spread out and gathered [the mon] and ground it in a mill…” Reb
Shimon bar Yochai, in Zohar, explains that שטו means foolishness, ,שטותא
because if they were wise, they wouldn’t work so hard to gather and to
prepare the mon. If they weren’t so panicky about their parnassah, fearing
they may not have enough, the mon would have fallen right on their
doorstep, ready to eat,
The Alshich adds that even ,ולקטו  that they bent down to gather up the mon
was unnecessary. Hashem would have given them parnassah without any
exertion at all.
The Zohar states, the mon traveled through Gan Eden before it fell on the
ground in the desert, and it had a taste and scent of Gan Eden. But that
was solely for those who didn’t work hard to prepare the mon. Those who
overworked didn’t experience the scent of Gan Eden in the mon.
A thief stole a hundred dollars, and the next day he used those hundred
dollars to pay for his medical care, because he fell and broke his leg. He
said, “It’s a good thing I stole a hundred dollars. I needed it to pay for the
medical bill.” He doesn’t know that if he didn't steal the money, his foot
wouldn’t need to break. He had in his possession one hundred dollars more
than what was destined for him on Rosh Hashanah. This had to be taken
away from him, and this is the reason he fell. Had he not stolen the money,
he wouldn’t have fallen and broken his foot.
21. The Gemara (Shabbos 33:) gives another explanation why Reb

Shimon left the cave. After living in the cave for twelve years, Eliyahu
HaNavi stood at the cave's entrance and said, "Who will tell Yochai's son
that the Caesar died and the decree [of his death] was annulled?"
Reb Shimon heard Eliyahu's message and left the cave together with his
son, Reb Elazar. But they were on a very high level, and they couldn’t
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Let us follow Reb Shimon bar
Yochai's holy footsteps and be
aware that everything is from
Hashem, and nothing happens

by chance.

Try,Try,Try,Try, TryTryTryTry AgainAgainAgainAgain

Another way to go in Reb
Shimon’s ways is to never
lose hope, no matter what

occurs.

The Gemara says, "Reb Akiva
had twelve thousand pairs of
talmidim from Gavas until
Antifras, and they all died in
the same time period for they
didn’t honor one another…"
The Beis Yosef explains that
they stopped dying on Lag
b'Omer, hence Lag b’Omer is
a day of celebrating.
The Pri Chadash asks, the
reason the students stopped

dying on Lag b'Omer is
mostly because there were
almost no students left. Only
five students remained. Why
should we be happy on this

day?

The Pri Chadash answers, on
Lag b'Omer, Reb Akiva took
his five remaining students
and began to teach them
Torah. Those five students
were: Reb Meir, Reb
Yehudah, Reb Yossi, Reb
Shimon and Reb Elazer ben
Shamo'a, and from them the
Torah continued to live on in
Klal Yisrael. That’s a reason

to celebrate!

Reb Akiva lost most of his
students but he didn’t give up.
Only a short while before, Reb
Akiva had twenty-four

tolerate it, when they saw people interested and involved in ,material
pursuits. When they saw people working, they would say, "They are
abandoning Olam HaBa [Torah and mitzvos] and busying themselves with
Olam HaZeh." They would look at them with disapproval, and the people
would be consumed in fire.
A bas kol cried out, "Did you leave the cave to destroy My world? Return
to your cave!" They lived in the cave another year. They thought that it was
sufficient, since even resha'im aren't punished in Gehinom for more than
twelve months. As they were thinking this, a bas kol said, "Leave the cave."
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thousand students. Many
funerals were held daily. They
all perished. The situation was
tragic. Reb Akiva was left
with only five students but he
didn’t give up. He taught his
five remaining students, and
from those five students,
Torah continues until today.
Their lessons are repeated
throughout the Mishnayos and
the Gemara. Torah survived
because Reb Akiva didn’t lose

hope.

Reb Shimon bar Yochai also
didn’t give up. Chazal tell that
the Romans wanted to murder
Reb Shimon. To save his life,
he hid in a cave for thirteen
years together with his son,
Reb Elazar. No one would
blame Reb Shimon if he
would have lost hope. At this
time, Reb Shimon thought he
would remain in the cave
forever. Living in a cave
interminably, removed from
all Torah teachers, students
and Torah centers, could cause
anyone to despair. But Reb
Shimon continued to study
Torah with all his might, and

it was specifically there, in the
cave, that he reached his
outstanding, unfathomable
heights. (As we singúéð÷ íù
êøãäå êãåä, "there you acquired

your glory”).

The Nachlas Avos tells that
Yochai (Reb Shimon's father)
was married for many years
and didn’t have children.
Yochai told his wife that he
wants to divorce her and
marry someone else, so he can
have children. His wife didn’t
want a divorce. She cried and

prayed a lot for children.

On the night of Rosh
Hashanah, Yochai had a
dream. He was in an orchard.
There were many trees there,
some tall, and some small.
Yochai saw himself leaning on
a small tree, without fruit. He
understood that the tree
represents him. It didn’t have
fruit, because he didn’t have
children. A malach came into
the orchard, carrying a barrel
of water and began watering
some of the trees. Yochai
understood that whichever tree
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the angel watered meant that
person would have a child that
year. How he hoped the
malach would pour some
water on his sapling as well.

The malach came to Yochai's
tree. This time, he didn’t pour
water from the barrel. Instead,
the angel took out a small jug
of water and poured it over the
tree. The tree immediately
sprouted flowers and grew

beautiful fruit.

When he awoke, he told his
wife about the dream. They
understood that the dream was

telling good tidings.

On motzei Rosh Hashanah,
Yochai repeated his dream to
Reb Akiva. Reb Akiva agreed
that the dream meant they
would have a child that year.

Yochai asked, "Why didn’t the

angel water my tree from the
barrel, as he watered all the
other trees? What is the
significance of that small jug

filled with water?"

Reb Akiva answered, "This
jug wasn't filled with water. It
was filled with your wife's
tears; the tears she shed to
have children. In the merit of
those tears you will have a

holy child."

That year, Reb Shimon bar
Yochai was born.

ChesedChesedChesedChesed

The Bnei Yissaschar (Iyar 3:1)
teaches, the 49 days of the
sefirah are gematriyaáåè áì, a
good heart. Lag b’Omer is the
beginning of the final 17 days
of the Omer, thegematriyaof
áåè. For during these days we
seek to develop aáåè áì, a

good, caring heart.22222222

22. Rebbe Yitzchak of Peshvarsk zt’l discussed the virtue of א פארגינען

,יודן  which means to be happy when your fellow man has goodness.
He said that the roshei teivos of י'ודן א' פ'ארגינען  is ,פא "י  Hashem’s name
associated with parnassah (also the roshei teivos of ידיך  את .(פותח When
one adapts the attitude to want that your fellow man should be happy and
well, it is mesugal for parnassah.
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Reb Shimon bar Yochai
(Midrash Tanchuma Vayechi
5) teaches, “Whoever helps
Yidden, it is like he helps the
Shechinah. As it states
(Shoftim5:23), øåøà åøà ...æåøî åøà
'ä úøæòì 'ä úøæòì åàá àì éë äéáùé
íéøåáâá, ‘Cursed are the people
of Maroz… Cursed are their
inhabitants, because they
didn’t come to help Hashem
[to fight] the war against the
mighty [Sisro].’ What is the
meaning of this pasuk?
Hashem doesn’t need help!
This teaches us whoever helps
Yisrael, it is like he helped

the Shechinah.”

The Zohar (vol.2 198.) states,
“Fortunate is the person who
meets up with a pauper. This
meeting is a gift from
Hakadosh Baruch Hu…”

because if you do kindness
with the pauper, Hashem will

do kindness with you.

The Zohar teaches, “Before
Reb Shimon’s petirah, he
said, ‘In heaven there are
three courts. One court has 23
judges. One court has 71
judges, and a third court is
judged by Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, Himself. Best is to be
judged by Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. Whoever is judged in
Hashem’s court will certainly
be deemed innocent. By the
other courts, some will say
éàëæ, merit, and some will say
áééç, guilty. But by Hakadosh
Baruch Hu there is pure
good, chesedand compassion.
As it states (Tehillim 130:4),
äçéìñä êîò éë, ‘Atonement is

with You…’”

This generous attitude is also mesugal for ruchniyus. The Midrash (Shemos
Rabba 3) teaches that although Aharon was the older brother, and he was
the leader of the Jewish nation before Moshe, he was happy when Moshe
was appointed to be the leader. As it states, בלבו  ושמח ,וראך “He will see
you and he will be happy.”
Reb Shimon bar Yochai teaches, “The heart that was happy with his
brother’s greatness should merit the joy of wearing the urim v’Tumim.”
Aharon wore the choshen with the urim v’Tumim over his heart, the reward
for having a good heart.
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How does one merit that
Hashem should be his judge?
Shaar HaMelech writes,
“When one is maavir al
midosov (he forgives others,
and he doesn’t answer back)
Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
Himself, will judge him. And
therefore, he will certainly be
judged and ruled that he merits

Gan Eden.”23232323

The Zohar (Idra Kadisha)
tells: Reb Yitzchok (Reb
Shimon bar Yochai's student)
became ill, and was about to
die. Reb Shimon bar Yochai
visited him, and Reb Shimon
asked whether his father from
Gan Eden had already come
down to accompany him on
his journey to his place in
heaven. Reb Shimon said, "If
you have already seen your
father, there is nothing I can

do to save you."

Reb Yitzchok said that he
hadn't seen his father. Reb

Shimon bar Yochai decreed,
"Whoever is [right now] in
this room right now may stay.
But no one else may enter."
Thereby, Reb Shimon
prevented themalach hamaves
[the angel of death] from
entering the room. Reb
Yitzchok was saved from
immediate death, but he still
needed prayers to continue
living. Reb Shimon turned to
Heaven, and said, "I need Reb
Yitzchok. He helps me in our
studies of Kabbalah and the

secrets of the Torah."

Heaven replied that Reb
Yizchok will live, but when
Reb Shimon bar Yochai will
die, Reb Yitzchok would need
to leave the world together

with him.

A spiritual fire surrounded
Reb Shimon bar Yochai on the
last day of his life. Reb
Shimon called Reb Yitzchok
and told him to join him, and

23. In the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah we say in kaddish ולעילא .לעילא  This
hints that we want our judgment should be ולעילא ,לעילא up by the

highest court, by Hashem Himself.
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prepare for his death. Reb
Yitzchok's father appeared,
and said: Before, when you
were ill, it was destined upon
you to die and to return your
neshamahto the Creator. I and
all the holy souls in heaven
were preparing a great
celebration in honor of your
arrival. There was only a
slight distress in my heart, and
that was because you wouldn’t
be able to teach your young

son Torah."

This part of the Zohar is
known, and there are people
who read this portion of the
Zohar on Lag b'Omer. Rebbe
Moshe of Savranzy'a said
there is another Zohar
(Beshalach 61)that finishes
this story. Because it wasn't
only Reb Shimon bar Yochai's
tefillos that saved Reb
Yitzchok from death, it was
also the mitzvah oftzedakah.

The Zohar states: "Reb
Yitzchok was traveling and
met with a pauper. The pauper
asked for some money to feed
his hungry family. Reb

Yitzhok said: 'I only have a
half mah. How would this help
you? What could you buy with

a half mah?'

"The poor man replied, 'I also
have a halfmah. Together I
will have a full mah, which is
sufficient to buy a loaf of

bread for my family.'

Reb Yitzchok gave him the
half mah. That night, Reb
Yitzchok had a dream. He saw
himself drowning in a raging
ocean. He began to shout and
pray to Hashem for a
salvation. Suddenly, he sees
his holy rebbe, Reb Shimon
bar Yochai, standing on dry
land. Reb Shimon bar Yochai
extended his hand to him, to
pull him to safety. But there
was a small gap between their
two hands. Reb Shimon bar
Yochai's hand didn’t quite
reach Reb Yitzchok's. But then
the pauper (whom he helped
earlier on that day) came, and
he bridged their hands. Reb
Yitzchok helped the pauper
put together the two halfmah,
and in reward, the pauper
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came, and connected their two
hands to bring Reb Yitzchok

to safety.

"When Reb Yitzchok awoke,
he said thepasuk, ìéëùî éøùà
'ä åäèìîé äòø íåéá ìã ìà,
“Fortunate are those who pay
attention to the needs of the
poor. On a bad day, Hashem

will save him.”

Rebbe Moshe of Savran,zy'a
taught that this dream occurred
when Reb Yitzchok was ill. In
the merit of tzedakah, Reb
Shimon came and saved him

from death.

ShemirasShemirasShemirasShemiras EinayimEinayimEinayimEinayim

Hundreds of thousands of
people ke’h go to Meron on
Lag b’Omer, and to prevent
traffic jams the police
arranged that cars aren’t
permitted to drive up the
mountain (excluding the select
few who receive special
permits). Whoever wants to
drive to Meron must park
their car in the distance, and
take a bus for the last leg of

the journey.

A bachur traveled to Meron
with three other people by car,
but when they reached the last
leg of the journey, and the
bachur saw that the busses
would challenge hisshemiras
einayim, he decided to stay
behind in the car. He told the
others, “You go, and I will
wait here until you come
back.”
They tried to convince him to
go with them, but he refused.
When they returned, a few
hours later, he was still there,
waiting in the car. Thebachur
said, “For my sake, try to
drive straight up to Meron, to
the kever. Maybe the police
will let us through.”
The others in the car thought
it was ridiculous. They didn’t
have a permit, and there were
many police guarding the
roads. But thebachur insisted
they should try. They felt bad
for thebachurwho traveled all
the way, and never actually
came to Meron, so they
decided to try. (Mostly, they
wanted to him show him that

it is impossible.)
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They came to the first
blockade, and honked for the
police to let them pass. The
policeman was on the phone,
and apparently he didn’t have
peace of mind to check them.
Assuming they had a permit,

he let them pass.

There were another five
manned blockades they had
to pass, but they all relied
on the first policeman,
assuming he checked their
permits, and they let them
pass through. In Reb
Shimon’s merits, and in the
merit of the bachur’s mesirus
nefesh for shemiras einayim,
they came to the tzion,
without the bachur having to

compromise hiskedushah.

It states (beginning of
parashas Netzavim) íéáöð íúà
ùéà ìë...íëé÷ìà 'ä éðôì íëìåë íåéä
íëéùðå íëôè ,ìàøùé, “You stand
today, all of you, before
Hashem your G-d… every
Yisrael, your children, your
wives…” The Chasam Sofer
zt’l explains that since

everyone was present at that
time, Moshe told them that the
children should stand between
the men and the women, as it
statesíëéùð íëôè ,ìàøùé ùéà ìë .
The children served like a
mechitzah, separating the men

from the women.

Reb Yosef Nechemyah
Kornitzer zt’l (the Chasam
Sofer’s grandchild) said that in
parashas Vayigash, Pharaoh
told Yosef, åç÷ åùò úàæ úéåö äúàå
íëéùðìå íëôèì úåìâò íéøöî õøàî íëì,
“Command that this should be
done: Take for yourselves
from Mitzrayim wagons for
your children and for your
wives…” Pharaoh knew that
Yosef and his family were
cautious with theirkedushah,
and he understood they would
want to separate between the
men and the women.
Therefore, Pharaoh said to
arrange chariots that will be
íëéùðìå íëôèì ...íëì, for
yourselves, for your children
and for your wives, with the
children seated in between the

men and the women.
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It statesçìù øùà úåìâòä úà àøéå
íäéáà á÷òé çåø éçúå åúåà úàùì óñåé,
“Yaakov saw the wagons that
Yosef sent to bring him, and
Yaakov’s spirit was revived.”
At first, Yaakov didn’t believe
that Yosef could remain a
tzaddik in Mitzrayim. As it
states,íäì ïéîàä àì éë åáì âôéå, but
when he saw the wagons
arranged in a tzniusdig

manner, Yaakov believed.

The Beis HaMikdash had
rooms, úåëùì. Some rooms
were built on the area of the
Beis HaMikdash, others began
by the wall of the Beis
HaMikdash and jutted outside.
Some rooms had doors
opening to the Beis
HaMikdash, others rooms
opened to the outside, to Har

HaBayis.

The Mishnah (Maaser Sheini
3:8) explains that it wasn’t the
location, which determined
whether theäëùì should have
the kedushah of the Beis
HaMikdash or not. It all
depended on where the doors

opened to. If the door opened
to the outside of the Beis
HaMikdash, the room wasn’t
holy. Even if the room was
built within the parameters of
the Beis HaMikdash, since the
door was to the outside, it
wasn’t holy. In contrast, all
rooms that opened into the
Beis HaMikdash (even those
built on the outside) had the
holiness of the Beis

HaMikdash.

Reb Shalom Shwadronzt’l
said that theäëùì that is built
outside the Beis HaMikdash
represents those who have to
work all day long. They are
outside the beis medresh. They
too, can be pure and holy. It
all depends on “where the
door opens to,” or in other
words, what they yearn for. If
they yearn to be in beis
medresh as much as possible,
and they yearn for more Torah
and more tefillah, than they
are pure and holy. But if the
door – their main objective –
is opened to the outside, they

are impure.
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Someone bought for Reb
Michel Yehudah Lefkowitz a
beautiful plaque with the name
Lefkowitz, to hang on his
front door. His wife was about
to hang it up, but Reb Michel
Yehudah told her she
shouldn’t. He explained:
“In a couple of weeks, we will
say, ‘the beautiful plaque
doesn’t match with an old
door. It’s time to change the
door.’ Then we will say, ‘The
new door isn’t compatible
with the old walls. The walls
have to be redone.’
Afterwards, the furniture will
have to match the walls. We
will never end refurnishing the
home. I want to stop the
process from the very
beginning...”
We repeat this, as an analogy
to how theyetzer haraworks.
He doesn’t come to a person,
telling him to do a grave sin.
He offers himself something
small. And then one matter
leads to the next. For those
who know, in this generation,
this is something that happens
every day… It would be wise,

therefore, to stop theyetzer
hara at the start….

The Midrash (Bamidbar
Rabba 19:2) states, “They
asked the snake, ‘Why are
you always crawling between
the gates?’ The snake replied,
‘It’s because I broke the gate

of the world.’”

There are gates set by Chazal,
and by the rabbanim of each
generation. The purpose of
these gates is to safeguard the
continuity of the Jewish nation
and the continuity of Torah.
The yetzer hara knows the
importance of these gates, so

he strives to break them.

This is what happened to
Chavah. Hashem forbade them
from eating from the Tree of
Knowledge, and she made a
gate for herself, that she
wouldn’t even touch the tree.
The snake had her break that
gate, and then the snake was
able to entice her to eat from
the fruit. Similarly, we must
be cautious with the gates that
Chazal established, and that
the rabbanim of our generation
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establish, because these
safeguard us and protect us.

There was abachur who was
falling, spiritually. Many
mechanchimspoke with the
bachur, but they couldn’t stop
his descent. Rebbe Shlomke
Zvhil zt’l said he wants to
speak with thebachur. People
told him, “It isn’t worth the
Rebbe’s time. So many people

tried and failed…”

But Rebbe Shlomke tried. He
told the bachur, “Hakadosh
Baruch Hu has immense
nachas ruach from a Yid
when he battles with theyetzer
hara, even if he loses the fight
in the end. Hashem enjoys the
Yid’s attempts. He enjoys
watching him put up a fight
against the yetzer hara.
Hashem has more pleasure
from the Yid’s skirmish than
He derives pleasure from the
malachim. The yetzer harais
called ìéñëå ï÷æ êìî, an old,
foolish king. I request one
thing from you. Don’t make
your yetzer haraking. When a
king decrees something,

everyone must listen
immediately. I request that you
don’t listen immediately.
When he asks for something,
push it off for later…”
The bachur followed this
advice, and with it, did
teshuvah. He became from the
respected Yerushalayimer

Yidden.

The yetzer hara’s success is
because he makes the person
act compulsively, immediately,
without thinking. He encites
the person to grab something
from Olam Hazeh
immediately, without delay.
Waiting until later cools down
the passion of the yetzer hara,
and it is likely that by then,
you can overcome youryetzer
hara entirely. Because by
waiting, you realize that the
yetzer hara isn’t selling
anything worthwhile, nothing

worth pursuing.

TefillosTefillosTefillosTefillos

The importance to daven for
good children is well known.
An extravagant expression of
this concept is in the Gemara
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(Makos 17:) which states,
“Rava said, ‘When a woman
gives birth, she should pray
that the child be like Reb

Shimon…’”

This Gemara is wondrous,
because who can expect to
have a child like Reb Shimon
bar Yochai? The Minchas
Elazar (Shaar Yissaschar)
answers that the Gemara is
referring to someone who is
davening on Lag b'Omer. On

this day, anything is possible.
On this day, one can ask for
the greatest things - even that
one's child be like Reb

Shimon bar Yocahi.

According to one Midrash, the
mon started to come down on
Lag b'Omer. Therefore, Lag
b’Omer is an ideal day to

daven forparnassah. 24242424

éàçåé øá ïåòîùis gematriya
åéúàôøå, so Lag b'Omer is also

mesugalfor refuah.25252525

24. The Chasam Sofer (Yorah Deiah 233) makes the following
calculation: Chazal tell us that the nation finished the matzos on

Pesach Sheini. The Midrash says that they didn’t have food to eat for three
days, and then the mon fell. According to this calculation, the mon first
came on Lag b'Omer.
25. It is known that the sefirah isהוד mesugal for refuah. Reb Pinchas of

Koritz zt’l said that Lag b'Omer, which is the sefirah שבהוד isהוד
certainly mesugal for refuah.
Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz taught that if one needs to take a medication, he
should begin on Lag b’Omer, which is שבהוד  .הוד
In ,תש "ט  because of the wars with the Arabs, the gates to Yerushalayim
were opened only for one day, every two weeks.
An Arab shot a bachur called Meirovitz in the leg, but he couldn’t reach
the Shaarei Tzedek hospital for two weeks, when the roads would be open.
By the time he got to the hospital, his leg was infected and the doctors
said they needed to amputate.
Lag b'Omer was approaching and Meirovitz asked his friends to bring him
to Meron, where he can pray for his health. "It’s impossible," his friends
told him, and indeed, it was almost impossible. Because of his wound,
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Meirovitz had to travel lying down. In those days, a trip to Miron could take
an entire day, changing busses several times. How could they make the
long trip with him, in his condition?
But the bachur begged that they bring him to Meron, until his friends
agreed to do whatever they can. They rented a truck, so he could lie down,
and they traveled to Meron.
At the tzion, the bachur said the following prayer, "My entire family was
killed by the Nazis. Only I survived. I must marry and build a family so my
family will continue. But how can I get married if I lose my leg?"
Afterwards, they went to the chatzer (courtyard) for the dancing. The
bachur Meirovitz wanted to dance, so he put his arms around the shoulders
of two of his friends, and they danced with him. Suddenly, he began
dancing on his own. The dressing fell off. He was healed.
A boy was smitten with a severe disease. Doctors tried some treatments,
but they soon realized that the boy’s body was too weak, and wasn’t
responding well to the treatments. They admitted that they had nothing
to do.
The father of the boy said, “Until now the doctors did what they know, now
it is time for us, as Yidden, to do what we know.” A minyan was organized
to travel to Meron, to pray for the boy. The father took his weak son along
with them.
When the boy was at the tzion, he cried from his pains. This spurred the
people davening there to cry and pray with greater devotion, hoping the
boy would finally get a refuah sheleimah.
At that time, the boy ate and drank intravenously. But as he sat there,
near the tzion, he asked for water. Everyone was surprised. It was a sign
of improvement.
When they returned, the father asked the doctors to check his son again.
The doctors were astonished how much better he had become. He had a
few more treatments and merited a refuah sheleimah.
The following story was told by the great mekubal and tzaddik, Reb Asher
Zelig Margolies zt'l, who witnessed it, and it is also told by several other
people who were in Meron, Lag b'Omer of .תרפ"ג 
Three years before, a childless couple prayed at the kever of Reb Shimon
bar Yochai and promised that if they have a child they will bring him to
Meron on Lag b'Omer for the chalakah (to make peyos). That year, they



58585858 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- LagLagLagLag b’Omerb’Omerb’Omerb’Omer

had a child, and when the child turned three, the mother came to Meron,
as she promised. (The husband remained home.)
That year, Lag b'Omer was on Friday, so most people remained in
Meron for Shabbos. On Shabbos, as Reb Asher Zelig was davening
Mussaf, he heard great screams and cries. It was because the
three-year-old miracle-child became ill with cholera and had died.
Everyone was panicking; especially the mother, whose cries could be
heard above all others.
Reb Asher Zelig writes that he saw the child, "He was green and seemed
to be dead." Everyone was distraught. The tefillah was finished, but no one
made Kiddush. A feeling of gloom reigned.
The mother took the child and placed him near the tzion. She said, "Reb
Shimon! I brought my only son here. He was born in your merit. I kept my
promise, and I made his first haircut here. Do not ruin my happiness and
the happiness of my husband, who is waiting for us to return. Reb Shimon!
I’m leaving my son here. Don’t embarrass me. Bring him back to health
and life as I brought him here yesterday. Sanctify Hashem's name. Reveal
before everyone that Hashem is here, and that there are tzaddikim."
After saying this tefillah, she left her son near the tzion, and left closing the
door behind her. Only the child remained inside. A few minutes letter, the
child's voice was heard. He was calling for his mother.
Reb Asher Zelig opened the door. The boy was standing on his feet,
calling, "Mother, I'm thirsty. Bring me water."
A tumult of joy and wonder roared. The dead child came back to life. They
all said the brachah המתים .מחיה
Shaar Yissaschar writes that יוחאי בן isשמעון gematriya המתים .מחיה
The truth is, whoever prays at Reb Shimon’s kever as this mother prayed
for her child, will attain all the yeshuos they need. Miracles beyond the
rules of nature will happen to them. But the condition is to pray as this
mother prayed…
Reb Asher Zelig Margolis zt’l tells that he had a lot of pain in his throat.
The doctors recommended an operation, but he was very wary of doing
so. He came to Meron and said the entire Tehillim. In the middle of saying
the Tehillim, he began coughing violently, and blood and all the infections
that were blocking his throat came out. He was healed.
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The Tzemech Tzedek taught
that ïåøî(without the ã"åé) is
roshei teivos ïîà'ð àôå'ø êì'î

ïîç'øå.

The Shem Shlomo of
Munkatch zt’l taught that to
bear children one should have
kavanah in the brachah åðàôø.
Therefore, Lag b’Omer,ãåä
ãåäáù, which is mesugal for
refuah, is certainly also
mesugalfor bearing children.26262626

The Taamei HaMinhagim
writes,úåîìåòä ìë'á á'ø òô'ù òôùå'é,
“A great bounty should come

down in all worlds” is roshei
teivos é"áùø

The Avnei Nezerzt’l told his
chassidim that Lag b’Omer is
mesugal for shidduchim,
because about Reb Shimon it
states,íéöåçìä ìéöä, “He saves
those who are stressed and
worried,” and who is more
stressed and worried than
someone who is waiting for

their shidduch?

The Sfas Emes (Emor 5652)
writes, “I heard from my
grandfather [the Chidushei

26. The Midrash (Shir HaShirim Rabba 1) tells that there was a couple
in Tzidon who didn’t have children for ten years. They came to Reb

Shimon for a divorce. Reb Shimon told them, “In the same way you got
married with a celebration, I want you to divorce with a celebration.”
They made a grand party, and she gave him a lot of wine to drink. When
the wine was wearing off, he told her, “Take whatever you love the most
from this home, and bring it to your parent’s home.”
He fell asleep, and she told her slaves to carry him, together with the bed,
to her parent’s home.
He awoke at midnight, and didn’t understand why he was in her parent’s
home. She said, “You told me I can take whatever I like the most. There
is nothing I like more than you.”
They returned to Reb Shimon. He davened for them, and they bore
children.
We learn from this Midrash: Just as Hakadosh Baruch Hu is עקרות ,פוקד
remembers the barren so they can bear children, so are tzaddikim פוקד 

עקרות with their tefillos.



60606060 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- LagLagLagLag b’Omerb’Omerb’Omerb’Omer

HaRim zt’l] that on Lag
b’Omer one can attainyiras

Shamayim.”

Rebbe Tzaddok HaCohenzt’l
(Tzikdas HaTzaddik 127)
writes, “The Zohar (Chayei
Sarah129) states that even the
greatest sinner, when he
repents, merits all levels. I
heard in the name of Rebbe
Bunim of Pshischazt'l that
this is in the merit of Reb
Shimon bar Yochai. He
accomplished this with his toil

in avodas Hashem.”

The Zohar tells that the gates
of heaven are opened on
Pesach Sheini for a week, and
then they close. Rebbe Naftali
of Ropshitz zy’a, asked why
do the gates have to close?
Why can't they remain open?
The answer is, in this week is
Lag b'Omer, and on Lag
b'Omer everyone receives
everything they need. Since
Klal Yisrael has already
received all their hearts'
desires, the gates of mercy

can close.27272727

27. There are many large stones on the mountain, going up to the kever
of Reb Shimon. Tzaddikim said that these stones are the heavy

stones that people shed off their hearts when they come to Meron to pray.
When Rebbe Avraham Elimelech of Karlin hy’d zy’a was in Meron he didn’t
take kvitelach from his chassidim. He told them that in Meron, everyone
has an exceptional power of tefillah.
Every year, Rebbe Moshe Mordechai of Lelov zy’a would go with his
chassidim to Meron for Shabbos parshas Behaloscha, and he too didn’t
accept kvitelach from his followers, as he felt that there was no need for
that in Meron.
There’s another similarity between these two tzaddikim (Reb Avraham
Elimelech of Karlin and Rebbe Moshe Mordechai of Lelov) concerning
Meron: They both said that after going to Meron, there is no need to go to
any other kever. Rebbe Avraham Elimelech zy’a said: “After pouring one's
heart out in Meron, one should have the sensation that he left all his
sorrows in Meron, by Reb Shimon bar Yochai.”
When the Minchas Elazar zt’l of Munkatch would go to his father’s kever,
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ExpressExpressExpressExpress YourselfYourselfYourselfYourself WellWellWellWell

Reb Mottel Slonimerzy'asaid:
When a person speaks with
his lawyer in preparation for
an upcoming court case, he
will tell the lawyer all the
small details related to his
case, so the lawyer can help
him. Reb Shimon bar Yochai
is our lawyer in the heavenly
court. We should express each
of our desires and wants in
detail, so he will plea on our

behalf in heaven.

This point also applies to
tefillah. Whenever one prays

to Hashem, it is important to
express yourself clearly.

One shouldn’t only state his
needs, briefly. He should
express everything that is in

his heart, with elaboration.

It states (Mishlei 12: 28), äâàã
åðçéùé ùéà áìá, “When a person
has a worry in his heart, he
should speak it over with
others.” The Beis Aharonzy'a
explains, if one has a worry in
his heart, he should speak it
over with Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. He should tell Hashem

the Darkei Teshuvah, he would sing יוחאי  threeבר  times, because his father
wrote three sefarim on Tikunei Zohar, written by Reb Shimon bar Yochai.
One year, after singing the songs, the Minchas Elazar discussed the words,
לומדיך  הם  העם  ,אשרי which literally means, “Fortunate is the nation who teach
you.” It seems it should say תורתיך ,לומדי “Fortunate is the nation who learn
your Torah,” or ספריך  ,לומדי “Fortunate is the nation who learn your sefarim.”
Why does it state ,לומדיך  that they teach Reb Shimon? What do they teach
Reb Shimon?
The answer is, when there are harsh decrees in the world, the Satan often
conceals it from the tzaddikim, so they won’t pray and annul the decree.
But when Yidden come to a grave of a tzaddik, they can tell the tzaddik
about the decrees that are happening, so they can pray for Klal Yisrael.
This is the intention of לומדיך  הם העם  ,אשרי  “Fortunate is the nation who
teach you.” After saying this, the Minchas Elazar fell on his father’s grave,
and told his father the many gezeiros of his time.
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everything he is going
through.

The Chazon Ish said, "Our
generation has fallen
immensely. Years ago,
everyone knew that it is
possible to turn to Hashem in
prayer, at any time, in one’s
own words. Today, people are
unaware of this simple truth.
Ask a yeshiva bachur, ‘Did
you know we have the option
to speak with Hakadosh
Baruch Hu in the manner one
speaks with his good friend,
and we can ask all our needs
from Him?' The bachur will
respond that he never heard of
that idea before. “I know one
can daven three times a day,
but I didn’t know I can daven
all the time, in my own
words.”
But that is the reality, which
once everyone knew. In
addition to the set tefillos
(Shacharis, Minchah, Maariv,
Tehillim, etc.) one can use his
own words to pour out his
heart in tefillah. At these
times, one should express
everything that is in his heart,

and Hashem will listen to his
tefillos.

YeshuosYeshuosYeshuosYeshuos forforforfor thethethethe IndividualIndividualIndividualIndividual

The stories in this section
happen literally every day,
and especially on Lag
b’Omer, in Reb Shimon bar
Yochai’s merit. There isn’t
enough paper in the world to
write down all the miracles
that occur. We write merely a

few examples:

A Yid from America came to
Meron for Lag b'Omer to
daven at Reb Shimon bar
Yochai's tzion. A poor man
from Eretz Yisrael was
standing next to him,
davening loudly for
parnassah, and his loud
shouts were disturbing him.

The poor man was shouting,
"Hashem! In the merit of Reb
Shimon! Send me fifty

thousand dollars!"

The wealthy Yid thought to
himself, “I came all this way
to daven at Reb Shimon bar
Yochai's grave, and this
man’s loud shouts for fifty
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thousand dollars are giving
me a headache and ruining

my concentration.”

He wanted to take revenge on
this poor man, so he asked the
poor man for his address,
which he readily gave.When I
get back to America, he
thought to himself,I will write
a check for fifty thousand
dollars and sign it, "Reb
Shimon bar Yochai." With this
tease, I will pay him back for
all the frustration he’is

causing me.

Some weeks later, this
wealthy man was going
through his bank statements,
and saw he was charged fifty
thousand dollars! He didn’t
understand. When did he write
such a large check? Then he
remembered the hoax he
played on the poor Yid by
Reb Shimon’s kever. He
looked at the check, and saw
he accidentally signed his own
name, and not Reb Shimon

bar Yochai.

The poor man'stefillos were
answered.

The following story happened
twenty years ago, and it’s still

going on until today:

There are two very good
friends who learn together
each morning, from 3:00 am,
until Shacharis. One of them
became very ill. Hischavrusah
would visit him and speak
with him aboutemunah. Once,
in middle of their
conversation, the friend said,
"Lag b'Omer is only a month
and a half away. For years, we
traveled together to Meron,
let's travel this year, again."

The ill man looked up,
surprised. He said, "The
doctors are telling me I have
only two months to live. I
don’t even know if I will be
alive when Lag b'Omer

comes around."

A few weeks later, he called
his ill friend, "I’m buying a
ticket to Eretz Yisrael today.
Should I buy a ticket for you
too? The doctors don’t prevent
you from going, so why not?"
The ill man agreed, and the
two friends set out. That year
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Lag b'Omer was on Motzei
Shabbos. As soon as Shabbos
was over, they went to the
maarah (cave where Reb
Shimon is buried) to daven.
Twenty years ago, the crowd
wasn’t as large as it is today,
and most of the chassidim
were still with their Rebbe for
the hadlakah. The tzion wasn't
very full, so they could get
inside, and even to come near
the tzion to daven. The ill man
sat down near thetzion, and
poured his heart out intefillah.
He said the entire sefer
Tehillim, from beginning to
end. When he finished, he
turned to his friend and said,
"I feel that I've just removed a
large stone off my heart and
I'm leaving that stone here."

They returned to America, and
when he went to the doctors,
they operated on him, and they
saw that the cells, which they
thought were cancerous,
weren’t cancerous at all. They
took a biopsy, but it wasn’t
cancerous, and it was curable.
His first phone call was to his
friend who encouraged him to

go to Meron. He cried tears of
gratitude. At first, when his
friend heard him crying, he
feared that he had received a
negative report from the
doctors. But his friend was
finally able to find his voice
and explained that these were

tears of joy and happiness.

Both of them told me this
story, and they conclude,
"Since then, we come to
Meron every year, and before
we leave we say, "Reb

Shimon, next year again!"

It was ã"òùú. Zelig was getting
older, and couldn’t seem to
find his bashert. On Lag
b'Omer, his mother was
traveling to Meron and was
speaking to her husband on the
cell phone. "I just reminded
myself that years ago, we were
in Meron, davening for a
child, and we promised we
would call the son Shimon.
But when our first son was
born, we forgot our promise
and we called him Zelig. I was
thinking, maybe this is what’s
holding back hisshidduchim?"
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The father immediately called
his rebbewho told him to call
their son Shimon Zelig from
then on. The mother davened
at the kever of Reb Shimon
that her son Shimon Zelig
should find his bashert and

become engaged.

The next Shabbos, thegabai
called up thebachur, "Shimon
Zelig" for an aliyah, and
afterwards he made ami
shebeirach. There was another
person in this beis medresh
called Zelig. He asked the
gabai, "Why did you call this
bachur Shimon Zelig. Until
now he was Zelig."
The gabai said, "That is what
the father asked me to do. I
don’t know the reason. I didn’t
ask questions."
That Zelig had a daughter in
shidduchim. He always wanted
the bachurZelig for a chasan,
but Reb Yehuda HaChosid
taught that the names of
father-in-law and son-in-law
mustn’t be the same. Now that
their names weren't exactly the
same, he was willing to go
forward with the shidduch.

Shimon Zelig became engaged
to Zelig's daughter.

For five years, a wealthy man
from America was supporting
a Yerushalmi Yid. Their
agreement was that this Yid
from Yerushalayaim should
daven periodically at kivrei
tzaddikim for his wife, who
needed a liver transplant. Five
years passed, and they still

didn’t find a fitting donor.

On Friday before Lag b'Omer,
the husband called his contact
in Yerushalayim and asked
him to go to Meron for
Shabbos and to remain there
until after Lag b'Omer. "My
wife's health is deteriorating,
and she needs yourtefillos. I'll
pay for the taxi and for all
expenses involved."
The Yerushalmi Yid obliged,
and he poured his heart out at
the kever of Reb Shimon bar

Yochai for her recovery.

That Shabbos there was a fatal
car accident in New York. The
dead driver’s liver was an
exact match for this woman.
But there were two other
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people (goyim) ahead of her in
line for a transplant. The
hospital tried to call the first
person in line, but they
couldn’t get hold of him. So
the hospital called the second
person in line. This man came
to the hospital, but as they
were prepping him for surgery
he became afraid and left. It
was this woman's turn now,
but how can she be contacted
on Shabbos? It wasn’t likely
that they would answer the
phone, but someone felt that it
was at least worth the try. By
hashgachah pratis, one of the
children of the home answered
the phone, and the mother was
informed of the available liver,

which saved her life.

A few days later this woman
was walking around, all well.

This all happened because of
the tefillos at thekeverof Reb
Shimon bar Yochai, the place
which the Shlah HaKadosh
testifies: "Many miracles

occur there."

A woman from the Toldos
Aharon chassidim had

pressure on her eyes, and her
eyesight was deteriorating
from day to day. She took a
CT scan on Lag b’Omer
morning. The results would be
ready only 24 hours later, so
she decided to spend the rest

of the day in Meron.

She could hardly see the
Toldos Aharon Rebbe’s
hadlakah (when he lit the
bonfire outside the grave of
Reb Shimon bar Yochai)
because her eyes had become
very dim. She cried copiously
for her refuah. Then she went
to the cave, and she prayed for
a few minutes at thekeverof

Reb Shimon.

The next morning, she awoke
with good eyes and no pain.
She went to the doctor to hear
the results of the CT scan, and
the doctor told her that it is
very serious, and she needs an
immediate operation to save

her eyes.

She surprised him when she
told him she was better, and
she doesn’t need an operation.
The doctor was shocked. He



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- LagLagLagLag b’Omerb’Omerb’Omerb’Omer 67676767

tested her again, and saw that
it was true.

He said she should come back
each week to make certain that
everything is better. After
seven weeks, the doctor
admitted that everything was
well, and she doesn’t have to

come anymore.

It isn’t surprising, because she
took the first test before going
to Meron and the second test
after she prayed by Reb
Shimon bar Yochai, and
before and after aren’t the

same, at all.

The following story happened
with one of our friends (ãçà
äøåáçä éðáî) in ä"òùú. The
chasunah of his child was
approaching, and he had to
travel to chutz le’aretz to
collect money to cover the
many expenses of the
wedding. He didn’t want to
travel, and endure the tests of
being in galus in chutz
le’aretz. Especially he didn’t
want to travel in Elul (the only
month he was able to travel)

because he generally spent that
month learning Torah and
preparing for the holy days.

He went to thekever of Reb
Shimon, and davened that he
shouldn’t have to go tochutz
le’aretz. Then he went to the
adjacent coffee room, to revive
himself with cake and coffee.
He met a friend there, who
lives in America. The friend
said, “I heard you're making a
chasunah. I want to help you”
and he wrote out a check for
ten thousand dollars. That was
sufficient, he didn’t have to
travel. (He said, had he
traveled, he wouldn’t have
made more money than that.
Now, he got the money,
without having to pay for the

plane ticket either.)

There’s another story that
happened to a family I know.
They live in Meor Chaim,
Tzefas, and their
three-year-old child was hit by
a car, r'l , and lost conscious.
The doctors said they didn’t
have any cure, and they

predicted the worst.
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Two weeks before Lag
b’Omer, the parents davened
at the kever of Reb Shimon,
and they said, “We want to
bring our son, walking on his
own, to Meron on Lag
b’Omer, so we can give him a
haircut, as we originally
planned.” And that is what
happened. Against the doctors’
predictions, the boy woke up

and was better.

Someone came to Rebbe
Dovid Biderman zt’l, telling
him about his ill son. Rebbe
Dovid advised him to daven in
Meron.

“I was already in Meron.”

Rebbe Dovid Biderman told
him, “When a person goes to
a doctor once, and he isn’t
healed, does he stop going to
the doctor? He will go again.
I advise you to go again and
again to Meron, until your son

has arefuah sheleimah.”

BeliefBeliefBeliefBelief inininin RebRebRebReb ShimonShimonShimonShimon

It is essential to believe in Reb
Shimon. To believe that until
today, Reb Shimon is
davening for those who come

to his grave, and for those who
seek to celebrate on his
hilulah. As the Beis Aharon
says, "Whoever believes in
Reb Shimon bar Yochai
receives chizuk from Reb
Shimon bar Yochai. Just like
Hashem is for all, so is Reb
Shimon for all — even for the

lowly ones (íéúåçôì åìéôà)."

The more one believes, the
more he can receive.

The Torah tells us that Rachel
Imeinu asked Yaakov to daven
for her that she bear children
(Bereishis 30:2). Yaakov
responded, éëðà íé÷ìà úçúä,

“Am I in G-d’s place...?”

Rebbe Yehoshua of Belzzt’l
explained that Rachel wasn’t
one hundred percent certain
that Yaakov could help her.
She was doubtful. This is
indicated by her words,éì äáä
éëðà äúî ïéà íàå íéðá, “Bring me
children, and if not, I am like
dead.” Why did she sayïéà íàå,
“and if not…”? It seems she
wasn’t certain Yaakov could
help her. Therefore, Yaakov
couldn’t help her, because a
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tzaddik can only help the
people who believe in him.

Hashem can help everyone:
those who believe in Him and

even those who don’t.

Yaakov told Rachel, if you
don’t believe in me, I can’t
help you. éëðà íé÷ìà úçúä, I
am not like Hashem, Who
helps even those who don’t
believe in Him. I am a
tzaddik and my ability to
help you is dependent on

your belief in me.”

Once, on Lag b'Omer, the
Divrei Shmuel of Slonimzy’a
told the following story: A
wealthy businesswoman, who
worked in exports, loaded a
ship with merchandise. Before
the ship set sail, she went to
Reb Shimon bar Yochai'stzion
to pray that the ship together
with all the merchandise reach
their destination. But she
couldn’t get close to thetzion,
because there was another
woman in front of her praying.
This woman was praying for
three hundred rubles to marry
off her child. The wealthy

woman quickly took three
hundred ruble from her purse
and gave it to her so she
would leave, and make room
for her to daven there. When
she began her prayers, she
said, "Reb Shimon, you saw
that the woman before me
received her request
immediately. She prayed and
was answered immediately.
May my requests also be
answered immediately."
The Divrei Shmuel said: The
amazing thing is that this
wealthy woman didn’t pray
that in the merit of the
tzedakah she just gave, the
ship should reach its
destination. Her words
reflected her belief in the
power of tefillah at Reb
Shimon bar Yochai's tzion.
She realized that the woman in
front of her received the
money in the merit of her
tefillos, and therefore she
requested that her tefillos

should also be answered.

LagLagLagLag b’Omerb’Omerb’Omerb’Omer isisisis EverywhereEverywhereEverywhereEverywhere

It’s important to mention that
the salvations that take place
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on Lag b'Omer can take place
in any part of the world, not
solely in Meron. Tzaddikim
performed wonders on this day
in the merit of Reb Shimon
bar Yochai even thousands of

miles away.

For example, Rebbe Moshe of
Rozvadov zt’l would tell
people who needed a salvation
—health, parnassah, children,
etc. — to come to him on Lag
b’Omer. He said that this is
hinted in the pasuk (Tehillim
84), éç ì-à ìà åððøé éøùáå éáì, ‘My
heart and my flesh sing to the
living G-d.” éáì is roshei teivos
for íåé á"ì, thirty-two days of
the Omer. It is followed by
éøùá, which spells é"áùø, Reb
Shimon bar Yochai.ì-à ìà åððøé
éç, we will sing praises to
Hashem for the salvations that
come in his merit. Because on
Lag b’Omer, everyone
receives their salvation and

they sing to Hashem.

Rebbe Moshe Rozvadover
would say, “There’s no time
better in the entire year than

Lag b’Omer.” When nighttime
was approaching, he once said,
“If I could, I would hold on to
the sun with my teeth so it
doesn’t set, so we don’t have

to part with Lag b’Omer.”

The Divrei Chaim zt’l was
visiting Reb Eliezer of
Dzhikov zt’l (the father of
Rebbe Moshe of Rozvadov).
Lag b’Omer was approaching,
and Rebbe Eliezer of Dzhikov
said to the Divrei Chaim, “I
don’t make a tish in public
anymore because of my weak
state, but in your honor I will
make a tish on Lag b’Omer.
Just tell me, though, what
time are you free to come to

the tish?”

The Divrei Chaim replied he
would be ready at two in the
afternoon.
It was two o’clock, and the
Divrei Chaim hadn’t yet come.
A chassid of the Dzhikiver
court went to call the Divrei
Chaim, but when he came to
the Divrei Chaim’s apartment,
the gabai told him that the
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Divrei Chaim had closeted
himself in a room for several
hours and he feared to disturb
him. The Dzhikivor chassid
was also afraid to disturb the
Divrei Chaim at this time, so
he left, without telling him
that the Dzhikiver Rebbe was

waiting for him to come.

Out of respect for his father,
Rebbe Moshe Rozvadoverzt’l
felt he had to take action. He
courageously went to the
Divrei Chaim, “My father is

waiting for you,” he said.

The Divrei Chaim brought him
into his room. People outside
didn’t hear what they were
saying, they just heard pacing.
After a long time, they both
came out; Reb Moshe’s face
was burning like a torch.
Sometime later, Reb Moshe

Rozvadover said that the
Divrei Chaim taught him the

secret of Lag b’Omer.

We see from these stories
that tzaddikim who lived far
from Eretz Yisrael also made
an issue of Lag b’Omer, as
they understood the potential
and the greatness of this

holy day.28282828

It all depends on how
connected you are with the
holiness the day, and with
your emunah in the Tana,

Reb Shimon.

Consider a house situated right
next to the electric company,
yet the house is dark. There’s
no electricity. The reason is
because the wires aren’t
connected. And you have
someone living on the other

28. We can compare it to a doctor who invents a medicine, and
distributes it around the world. The doctor doesn’t have to be near the

ill patients for them to benefit from the medicine. Similarly, Reb Shimon bar
Yochai’s influence is all over the world, and whoever takes his medicine
will be healed, spiritually and materially.Obviously, it is better to take the
medicine right next to the doctor that invented it, so the doctor can make
certain you take the right amount and check up on your situation. So too,
those who go to Meron certainly earn many extra benefits.
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side of the city and his home
is bright and illuminated.
That’s because the wires of his
home are connected. More
important than your location is
your connection. If you’re far
from Meron but your heart is
connected, you are close.
Likewise, if you are in Meron,
but your heart isn't connected,

you are far.

There’s a Yid from America
who travels annually to Eretz
Yisrael for Lag b’Omer. One
year, in â"ðùú, he was
imprisoned, rachmana litzlan,
and couldn’t go. That bothered
him immensely. His son tried
to comfort him, “You can’t go
to Reb Shimon, but I’m

certain Reb Shimon will come
here.”
The father didn’t know what

his son was talking about.

That Lag b’Omer, a fire broke
out in prison. The Jewish
prisoners took advantage of
the fire and danced “Bar
Yochai…” The next day, due
to the fire, they were all
released. They couldn’t go to
Reb Shimon, but Reb Shimon

came to them.29292929

EvenEvenEvenEven fFromfFromfFromfFrom thethethethe DistanceDistanceDistanceDistance

The Gemara (Pesachim 51:)
states, éçåé ïá ïåòîù 'ø àåä éàãë
åéðôá àìùå åéðôá åéìò êåîñì, “Reb
Shimon is worthy we should
rely on him, both in front of

29. There’s a person who was detained while awaiting his trial. Askanim
told him that as it appears, he would be sentenced. When Lag b’Omer

came he cried. He wished he could be free and travel to Meron for Lag
b’Omer, as he usually did. He vowed that if he is saved in the merit of Reb
Shimon bar Yochai on that day, he will go to Meron to praise Hashem for
the salvation. Not long after making this vow, a guard came to his cell and
brought him to a judge. He was found innocent and was immediately
released. He came home, dropped off his belongings, and set out for
Meron. The family tried to convince him to remain home, and to celebrate
with the family. “You’re tired,” they told him. “You went through so much…”
He told them about his vow. He was able to spend several hours in Meron
before Lag b’Omer was over, thanking Hashem for the salvation.



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- LagLagLagLag b’Omerb’Omerb’Omerb’Omer 73737373

him and not in front of him.”
Implied in these words is that
even those who aren’t able to
come to Meron, they can rely
on Reb Shimon’s merits and
earn holiness and salvations on

this day.

Reb Shimon wrote theZohar,
and his lessons on the revealed
side of Torah are written
throughout the Mishnayos and
the Gemara. Studying those
lessons is like being in Meron

at his grave.

As the Meor Einayim
(Shabbos) teaches, “[Studying
the sefarim of a tzaddik] is

like íé÷éãö éøá÷ ìò úåçèúùä,
praying on their graves,
because…thechiyus of the
tzaddik is found [in his

divrei Torah]…” 30303030

Reb Shimon bar Yochai
himself says (Yevomos97.),
“When you repeat divrei
Torah [of someone who was
niftar], his lips speak from

the grave.”

Similarly, Reb Shimon bar
Yochai (Midrash Tanchuma,
Ki Sisa 3) says that
tzaddikim don’t rest, even
after their demise, because
when their students say their

30. The Birchas Avraham said, “Studying the Torah of tzaddikim is
greater than going to their gravesite. When one prays by kivrei

tzaddikim the souls of the tzaddik and of the person praying there connect.
Since the soul of the tzaddik is bound to the Torah he taught, it’s possible
to connect with tzaddikim everywhere, through studying their holy
teachings. This is hinted in Chazal (Yerushalmi Shekalim 2:5), עושים אין

זכרונם הם דבריהם  לצדיקים ,נפשות This means ,דבריהם their divrei Torah, הם

,זכרונם is how we can have a connection with them."
The son of the Sfas Emes (Berzhan) writes in the introduction, "I heard
from my father zt'l that it is better to study the sefer of a tzaddik than to
go to his grave. By studying his sefer in depth and by being connected
immensely to the holiness of his neshamah above, holiness will be
bestowed on him… The one studying is also bestowing goodness to the
tzaddik, as it states ישנים שפתי ,דובב  he is causing the tzaddik to speak
words of Torah from the grave. They are being mashpia each other.”
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divrei Torah, the tzaddikim
say it along with them from
their graves. The Midrash

states as follows:

It states (Koheles5:11), òáùäå
ïùéì åì çéðî åððéà øéùòì, “The
satiation of the wealthy don’t
let them sleep.” The pasuk
isn’t referring to financial
wealth. “The wealthy” are
those who are wealthy in
Torah. They can’t sleep
because when one is great and
wealthy in Torah, and had
many students, even when he
dies his students don’t let him
sleep. They sit in beis medresh
and repeat the lessons he
taught them…and they don’t
let him sleep in the grave…
This is the explanationòáùäå
ïåùéì åì çéðî åððéà øéùòì, “The
satiation of the wealthy don’t

let them sleep.”

Therefore, it is recommended
to study the lessons of Reb
Shimon on Lag b’Omer, as
this will give us a connection
to Reb Shimon, regardless
whether we are close by or

far away.

Furthermore, Sefer Chasidim
(224) teaches “Whoever
repeats divrei Torah in the
scholar’s name, the scholar
will pray for them and speak
in heaven for their benefit…”

The Rebbe Resha’b of
Lubavitch zt’l says that when
one studies thedivrei Torahof
a tzaddik, a malach from
malach Michoel’s camp, goes
to the tzaddik to tell him that
someone is studying hissefer,
because themalachim know
how happy tzaddikim are
when they hear that someone
is studying theirdivrei Torah.

The Yaaras Dvash (vol.2,
drush 7) teaches, “When you
repeat divrei Torah that a
tzaddik said, theneshamahof
the tzaddik is clothed in those
studies, and he stands there,
with you… Dovid therefore
said, íéîìåò êìäàá äøåâà, ‘I will
dwell in the tents of Torah in
both worlds’ (Yevamos96:).
Because he will live in the
eternal world, and also in this
world, whenever people repeat

something he taught. “
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The Rebbe of Zalavitzzy’a in
his sefer Bris Avram(end of
Shabbos Hagadol) writes, “I
heard from Reb Yisrael Baal
Shem Tov zt’l that after a
tzaddik’s petirah, he is unable
to rise from one level to the
next before he is judged for
even the smallest
transgressions. After they
judge him for the smallest
aveiros (úåì÷áù úåì÷) he still
can’t go to a higher level.
However, when people down
below, speak about his ways
and they repeat hisdivrei
Torah the tzaddik can rise to a
much higher level. This
happens each time people
speak about the tzaddikim who
were niftar. The tzaddik goes
up, and also the people who

are speaking are elevated.”

The Beis Avraham (Noach)
teaches, “At the yahrtzeit
meals of a tzaddik, also those
who never know him and
never studied any of hisdivrei
Torah, nevertheless…when

people gather and they speak
about his ways, and they
review his divrei Torah…they
become connected with the

tzaddik…”31313131

YeshuosYeshuosYeshuosYeshuos forforforfor thethethethe PublicPublicPublicPublic

We discussed theyeshuosand
miracles that happen for the
individuals who go to Reb
Shimon’s tzion, and daven
there for salvations. In this
section, we discuss the
miracles and salvations that
happen to the community, in

Reb Shimon’s merit.

The Zohar says that Reb
Shimon bar Yochai once saw
that a great darkness was
coming down to the world.
Reb Shimon said to his son,
Reb Elazer, "Come with me,
and we will see what
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is
planning to do to the world."

They found an angel, tall like
a high mountain, and thirty
flames of fire were coming out
of its mouth. Reb Shimon

31. The Yismach Yisrael taught, “When you mention a tzaddik in this
world, this brings goodness to all of Bnei Yisrael.”
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asked the angel what it was
planning to do. The angel
replied, "Hashem said that in
every generation there must
always be at least thirty
tzaddikim similar to Avraham
Avinu… But now, there aren't
thirty tzaddikim like Avraham
in the world, and therefore
Hashem sent me to destroy the
world."
Reb Shimon bar Yochai said
to the malach, "Go back to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu and tell
him, 'The son of Yochai is in

the world.'

"The angel went to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu and said, 'Master
of the world, You certainly
know what Reb Shimon bar
Yochai told me to tell You.'

Hakadosh Baruch Hu said,
“Go and destroy the entire
world, and don’t pay
attention to what the son of

Yochai says.”

The angel returned. When Reb
Shimon bar Yochai saw the
angel again he said, "If you
will not leave, I will decree
that you will never return to

your place in heaven. I will
send you to a forsaken place
[and you will be lost, forever].
Therefore, listen to what I tell
you. Go to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu and say, 'Even if there
aren't thirty tzaddikim in the
world, twenty tzaddikim are
also sufficient. As Hashem
told Avraham (18:31),úéçùà àì
íéøùòä øåáòá, 'I will not destroy
if there are twenty tzaddikim.'
And even if there are only ten,
that is also enough to protect
the world from destruction,
because Hashem said (18:32),
äøùòä øåáòá úéçùà àì, that He
will not destroy the world if
there are ten tzaddikim. And
even if there are fewer than
ten tzaddikim in the world, if
there are two tzaddikim in the
world (namely Reb Elazar and
myself) it is also sufficient. As
it states,øáã íå÷é íéãò éðù éô ìò,
'with two witnesses, theøáã
has existence,' andøáãis the
world, as it states (Tehillim
33), åùòð íéîù 'ä øáãá, 'With
Hashem'sdavar [speech] the
heavens were made.' And if
there aren't two tzaddikim in
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the world, one tzaddik is also
enough, as it states,ãåñé ÷éãö
íìåò, the tzaddik is the

foundation of the world.”

At that moment, abas kol
came forth from heaven and
said, “Reb Shimon, fortunate
is your lot. Hakadosh Baruch
Hu puts His decrees in heaven,
and you annul them from
below. About you it is written
(Tehillim 145), äùòé åéàøé ïåöø,
'Hashem does the will of those

who fear Him.'"

The Zohar (Rus 104) relates:
Reb Shimon traveled and
came to Lud. People took him
around the city and showed
him several dead people lying
about, due to a plague. Reb
Shimon said, “How can it be
that I am in this city and
there’s a plague? I declare the

plague should stop!”

A bas kol was immediately
heard. It was saying to the bad
angels, “Leave this place,
because Reb Shimon bar
Yochai is here. Hakadosh

Baruch Hu decrees in heaven,
and Reb Shimon annuls the

decrees on earth below.”

Reb Chanina was in Lud when
this happened, and he repeated
it to Reb Meir. Reb Meir said,
“Who can tell all the praises of
Reb Shimon bar Yochai. He is
similar to Moshe Rabbeinu,
who 'stood between the dead
and the living and stopped the
plague.' Reb Shimon has an
aspect that Moshe Rabbeinu
didn’t have, because Moshe
Rabbeinu had to stand
between the dead and the
healthy to stop the plague,
while Reb Shimon annulled
the plague with his words.”

Reb Shimon bar Yochai said,
"I can exempt all people
[living in my lifetime] from
the judgment [that no one will
be punished for their sins]. If
I take along Reb Elazer, too,
I can redeem people from the
judgment from the beginning
of Creation until today. And
if we take [the merits of]
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Yosam ben Uziyahu32323232 [along
with us] we can redeem the
entire world from judgment
from the day the world was
created until the end of time"

(Succah45:).33333333

The Chidushei HaRimzy’a
said: Every year, on Lag
b'Omer, Reb Shimon once
again cries out his renowned
statement, "I can exempt the
entire world from the
judgment and from

punishment!"34343434

How does Reb Shimon bar
Yochai do this? How can sins
be forgotten and negated? To
answer this question, Reb
Akiva Eigar zt'l (in Gilyon
HaShas) tells us to studyAvos

d'Reb Nosson(ch. 16).

In Avos d’Reb Nosson (16)
Reb Shimon teaches that
Hashem takes into account our
yetzer hara, and thereby He
forgives our sins. Because it
states, åðøöé òãé àåä éë, “He
knows our yetzer hara.”

32. Rashi writes that Yosem ben Uziyahu "was a tzaddik, more humble
than other kings, and excelled in kibud av. About him it states, יכבד  בן

a',אב  son honors his father' (Malachi 1) because all the days that his father
had tzaraas, and Yosem judged the nation, as it states, שופט II)ויתם...
Malachim 15) he didn’t place the crown on his head as long as his father
was alive, and all his judgments that he passed, he attributed them in the
name of his father."
33. After sefiras ha'omer, some say בנגינות למנצח (Tehillim 67). This

chapter has forty-nine words (excluding the first pasuk). The kabbalah
experts teach that one should concentrate on the word that corresponds to
that day. For example, the thirty-third word of this chapter (excluding the
first pasuk) is ,אל-הים and therefore on the thirty-third day of the omer, one
should concentrate on that word. isאל-הים  an appropriate word for Lag
b'Omer, since isאל-הים  roshei teivos for הדין  מן  העולם את  לפטור אני  ,יכל "I can
redeem the entire world from judgment."
34. The Binyan Yehoshua says that Reb Shimon redeems solely those

who are called .ישראל  Therefore, everyone should seek to be a proper
Yid, and then he will be redeemed from sin on Lag b’Omer.
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Hashem knows our many
challenges, that theyetzer
hara is continuously coming
to us, luring us to sin.
Therefore, we aren’t so guilty
for the transgressions, for they
were caused by theyetzer

hara’s influence.

To express this point, Reb
Shimon bar Yochai tells the
following mashal:
A king had an infertile plot of
land, which never produced
anything at all. Some people
rented the field, promising to
pay tenkur of wheat annually.
That means that each year they
had to supply the king with
ten kur of the produce, and the
rest they could keep for
themselves. However, after
plowing, fertilizing, sowing,
and irrigating the field for an
entire year all the field

produced, was onekur.

The king rebuked them. The
deal was for tenkur.
They explained, "Our master,
our king; you know that this
field has never earned you

any profit. After working
hard on the field, we enabled
it to produce only onekur

of wheat."

Reb Shimon bar Yochai
concludes, "This is the same
defense the Jewish nation says
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. They
will say, 'Master of the world,
you know that theyetzer hara
lures us to sin. As it states
(Tehillim 103), åðøöé òãé àåä éë,
and therefore, we have an

excuse for our poor output.

According to Reb Akiva
Eigar, this is the claim that
Reb Shimon bar Yochai uses
to free us from judgment and
punishment. He tells Hashem
to take into consideration the
hardships that people endure,
plus the strongyetzer hara,so
whatever they do achieve is
remarkable. With this claim,

everyone is acquitted.

Rashi tells us of a different
means Reb Shimon bar Yochai
employs to free everyone from
judgment. Rashi writes: "[Reb
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Shimon bar Yochai says that
everyone is freed from
judgment] 'in my merit
because I take their sins on
myself. Thereby they are free

from the judgment.'"

Every year on Lag b’Omer,
Reb Shimon once again
announces, "I can redeem the
entire world from judgment."
The only condition is to
believe in Reb Shimon bar
Yochai, as the Beis Aharon
writes "Whoever believes in
Reb Shimon bar Yochai gets
chizuk from Reb Shimon bar

Yochai."

Yes, Klal Yisael can earn
amazing salvations on this
day. All we need to do is to
celebrate and to pray.
Primarily, we have to pray that
we merit the geulah
sheleimah, speedily in our

days.

The Tzvi LaTzaddik of
Bluzhev zt’l said “It is
impossible to know when the
geulah sheleimahwill come,
but I think it will be on Lag
b’Omer, on ‘Reb Shimon’s
day,’ because it is a very pure

day, a day for salvations.”

Rebbe Mordechai Chernobyler
zt’l wrote to Reb Avraham
Dov of Ovritch, the Bas Ayin,
when the Bas Ayin moved to
Eretz Yisrael, “Pour your eyes
out at Reb Shimon. If I could
go to Eretz Yisrael, I would
go to Reb Shimon’s grave
and I would pray there and
storm the heavens until

Moshiach comes.”

Therefore, even as each
person davens for his
personal salvation, we mustn’t
forget to pray for Moshiach.
May he come speedily in our

days, amen.



חּו  ּה לֹא ִיקָּׁ ה ֵמִאישָּׁ ה ְגרּושָּׁ א כא:ז( … ְוִאשָּׁ )ַוִיְקרָּׁ   
 And they [a Kohen] shall not marry a woman divorced from 
her husband … 
 Among the unique ִמְצֹות that apply to ֹכַהִנים is the ִאּסּור to 
marry a divorced woman. In his ְתשּובֹות (II: 174 ֶעֶזר  ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר the ,(ֶאֶבן הָּׁ
relates an unusual but fascinating incident based on this ִאּסּור.  
 There was a wealthy Italian woman who had involved a  ֵבית
 from her difficult husband. After some time she ֶגט to help her get a ִדין
returned to ֵבית ִדין and informed them that she desired to marry a ֹכֵהן. 
When all the ִנים  refused to allow the couple to marry, the irreligious ַרבָּׁ
 decided to take his case to the secular courts, and force the ֹכֵהן
respected ִנים  ’to officiate the marriage. He wanted an ‘Orthodox ַרבָּׁ
wedding and ignored the ְפַסק of the ִנים  .ַרבָּׁ
 The ֹכֵהן agreed that there is an ִאּסּור to marry a divorcee, as 
stated in the ה  ,However, in his situation it should be permissible .תֹורָּׁ
he claimed. He was an ֶרץ אָּׁ  and he based his argument on the ַעם הָּׁ
literal translation of the words חּו ּה לֹא ִיקָּׁ ה ֵמִאישָּׁ ה ְגרּושָּׁ  And they [a ,ְוִאשָּׁ
Kohen] shall not marry a woman divorced from her husband, which, to 
his mind, applies only to a woman who was sent away by her husband. 
In this woman’s case, the former husband was at fault and ֵבית ִדין 
forced him to divorce her. Why should she be forbidden? Being a 
ִמים freethinker, who did not accept the ,ַמְשִכיל  and their ֲחכָּׁ
interpretations of ה ֶשַבַעל ֶפה  he was able to convince the secular ,תֹורָּׁ
authorities that his reasoning was correct. 

 The legal matter was then presented to the Emperor for his 
approval. He declared that it was a religious matter and he needed an 
impartial opinion. He chose a Jewish scholar who was knowledgeable 
in ה  ,and in secular matters but who was not a rabbi. To his credit תֹורָּׁ
the scholar was surprisingly unbiased and issued the following verdict:  
 According to the literal words of the ה  the only way ,תֹורָּׁ
(besides for death) for a marriage to end is if the husband does not 
desire to stay married to his wife. This is based on the סּוק ִרים ) פָּׁ ְדבָּׁ
(כד:א יו א ֵחן ְבֵענָּׁ יָּׁה ִאם לֹא ִתְמצָּׁ ּה…ְוהָּׁ ַתן ְביָּׁדָּׁ …ְונָּׁ , and it will be that if she 
will not find favor in his eyes… and he shall give her [a ֶגט]… The ה  תֹורָּׁ
does not say that the husband can be forced to divorce her. It is the 
ִמים  who allowed her to demand a divorce under certain ֲחכָּׁ
circumstances. 
 Therefore, if the ֹכֵהן does not accept the words of the ִמים  ,ֲחכָּׁ
and only interprets the ה  s literal meaning, she is then still married’תֹורָּׁ
to her first husband! If the ֹכֵהן does accept the ruling of the ִמים  to ֲחכָּׁ
permit such a divorce he is not permitted to marry based on their ruling 
to apply the ִאּסּור of ה  .in all cases ְגרּושָּׁ
 The Emperor accepted the logic of the scholar and ruled that 
the couple could not get married. The ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר ends his ה  by ְתשּובָּׁ
saying that although this scholar was a ַמְשִכיל who had questioned the 
authority of the ִמים  for this honest response, may his name be ,ֲחכָּׁ
blessed. 

Adapted from Shabbos With R’ Pam (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Reb Ezriel Tauber had no means of 
support, and went to the previous 

Skverer Rebbe A”H for a brocha.

Every morning from 4:00am to 8:00am 
R’ Tauber learned with his Chavrusa.

The deal was made and every week 
R’ Taber met his new obligation.

Today, this yungerman is a well-respected 
Dayan and is renowned for having all four 

chalokim of Shulchan Aruch at his fingertips!

Rebbe, I am 
looking to work 
as a jeweler in 

Manhattan…

Manhattan?! You 
will need 4 hours of 
continuous learning 

before traveling there… 
Hashem should give you 

mazel u’brocha…

Reb Yaakov, 
recently I noticed 

you are so tired? Is 
everything alright?

How much do 
you earn from 

your night job?

…I’m really short of money but 
he’s such a talented talmid chochom… 

I would feel that my child could use his 
time better and I would first try to get 

him the money… well…

$70 a week.

He’s Hashem’s 
child…Of course, I 
must find a way to 
give him the money…

My wife and I 
thank you!

Thank me? Thank YOU! 
Learning has become so 
much more geshmak! I’m 
enjoying every precious 
minute of our learning!

I learn in kollel all 
day and recently took 

a night job to help 
support my family.

If this would be 
my child, what 
would I do…

5474 - 5553  1713 - 1793  rhht z"h

R' Yechezkel Landau ְיהּוָדה) ַזַצ״ל  ,a wealthy ,ר׳ ְיהּוָדה was born in Opatów (Apta), Poland, to (ְצַל״ח ,נֹוָדע בִּ
scholarly businessman, and his wife ַחָיה, the ין ית דִּ  of Dubnow’s daughter. He learned under his ַאב בֵּ
father until age 11, and then with יק ְצָחק אַײזִּ  ,for 2 years. He learned in Brody for 4 years ַזַצ״ל Segal ר׳ יִּ
and at age 18, he married יָבא יָלה Shetskes. At the young age of 20, the Brody לִּ  appointed him as one ְקהִּ
of its main ים ר׳  ,of Yampol. In 1755 ָרב a position he held for about a decade. He then served as ,ַדָינִּ
אל יָבה and also as רַאַב״ד moved to Prague, serving as ְיֶחְזקֵּ  was (ַחיֵּי ָאָדם) ,ַזַצ״ל Danzig ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם .רֹאׁש ְיׁשִּ
one of his famous ים ידִּ ק As his fame as a .ַתְלמִּ לֹות grew far and wide, he answered major ּפֹוסֵּ  from ְׁשאֵּ
all over Europe, and was also a major spokesman against the ַהְשָכָלה movement. אל  was ר׳ ְיֶחְזקֵּ
renowned for the peaceful manner he handled 2 historic controversies (the dispute between  ֲעֹקב ר׳ יֵּ
ן יץ and ֶעְמדִּ  of Cleves), and was respected by both Jews and Gentiles alike. He גֵּט and the ר׳ יֹוָנָתן אַײְבׁשִּ

authored ְיהּוָדה יֹון ְלֶנֶפׁש ַחָיה ,(ׁשּו״ת) נֹוָדע בִּ ְרָבָבה and ,(ַׁש״ס on) צִּ ְלָחן ָערּוְך on ָדגּול מֵּ  .among others ,ׁשֻׁ

 

I would 
definitely try. I’m 

sure my wife would 
be extremely 

happy…

Would you agree 
to give up the work 

and go to bed earlier 
if I give you $70 each 

week?
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

ה ר׳  born in Kraków, Poland, to ,(ַרָמ״א) ַזַצ״ל Isserles ר׳ ֹמשֶׁ
ָרֵאל ָכה ִדיָנה and ִישְׂ ִחיֵאל was a grandson of ,ַמלְׂ  ,ַזַצ״ל Luria ר׳ יְׂ
the first ָרב of Brisk. ה ִמיָכה received ר׳ ֹמשֶׁ  .at the age of 13 סְׂ

He learned under ִלין ַזַצ״ל ָנא ֵמלּובְׂ  .(father of his 2nd wife Golda) ר׳ ָשלֹום ַשכְׂ
His first wife, Krendel, was ת רֶׁ טֶׁ  at a young age (20). He later married ִנפְׂ
Sprintze, the daughter of שֹון ַהֹכֵהן ַכי ֵגרְׂ דְׂ  About 1550, he returned to .ר׳ ָמרְׂ
Kraków and founded a ִשיָבה  and the also ַדָין In 1553, he was appointed as .יְׂ
served on the ַבע ַאָרצֹות ה A prolific writer, he authored .ַוַעד ַארְׂ ֵכי ֹמשֶׁ  on) ַדרְׂ
the ִחיר ַיִין ,(ֵבית יֹוֵסף / טּור ֵתר on) מְׂ סְׂ ִגַלת אֶׁ ָחן ) ַהַמָפה and שו״ת ָהַרָמ״א ,(מְׂ לְׂ שֻׁ
ָפַרד did for ֵבית יֹוֵסף Similar to what the .(ָערּוְך ֵני סְׂ  established the ַרָמ״א the ,בְׂ
ָהִגים ֵקי ֲהָלָכה and ִמנְׂ ַנז for ִפסְׂ כְׂ ֵני ַאשְׂ  .בְׂ

 י״ח אייר
5280 — 5332 
1520 — 1572 

 R' Moshe Isserles ַזַצ״ל, the ַרָמ״א, in his ַהְקָדָמה 
to ה  writes that while he was ,ַדְרֵכי ֺמשֶׁ
completing his ר ִהְלכֹות  and writing ֲהָלָכה ֵספֶׁ
ר the ,ַחָלה ר' יֹוֵסף קַארֹו  authored by ֵספֶׁ
 .emerged on the scene ,ֵבית יֹוֵסף ,ַזַצ״ל
With glowing words, the ַרָמ״א writes that 
the ר  has everything. He continues that ֵספֶׁ
he cried to ד׳ that there was nothing to 
add; his effort was like “A candle in the sun 
— what is it worth?” But similar to ֵבית ִהֵלל, 
who first taught ֵבית ַשַמאי’s ֲהָלָכה, his work became the 
 .ְבֵני ַאְשְכַנז for ְפַסק
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R’ Shlomo זצ”ל was born in 1925 in East New York, to R’ Shmuel and Baila Freifeld. 
He attended ישיבת ר’ חיים ברלין and was a תלמיד מובהק of R’ Yitzchok Hutner זצ”ל. He 
married Chaya Sara Cohen in 1953. He moved to Toronto in 1963 and helped establish the
 .ישיבת ר’ חיים ברלין in מנהל of Toronto. In 1965 R’ Shlomo was invited to be בית יעקב
After the ישיבה moved to Brooklyn in 1967, R’ Freifeld  remained in Far Rockaway 
and founded ישיבה שאר ישוב with 12 בחורים. it became a magnet for young men seeking 
Torah. His first wife was נפטר in 1983 and in 1984 he married Rebbetzin Sara Etel Freifeld 
 פעילים and His people, and was key in establishing ד’ He overflowed with love of .שתח’
in ארץ ישראל. He brought many thousands of people closer to their Jewish roots.

י“ז תשרי   1925-1990   5685-5751

Oy, vay! Rabbi, I love the 
summer but I dread the first 

days. This place is such a mess! I 
will have to start cleaning up in 

the morning!

BACHURIM, the kitchen is a real mess. the 
cook just left for the night. I’d like to give 
him a surprise for tomorrow morning. Are 

you interested in cleaning tonight?

Ok... Sruly, you gather those crates and 
fold those boxes and take them to the curb. 
Yossi, go find a mop and wash the floor. Eli, 

Chaim and I will clean out the stove and scrub 
the counters…

Hmm…

Sure, Rebbi!...we’re 
ready!

Yossi, Can we move that 
refrigerator over there? 

that way the cook will have 
easy access…

Great job, 
team! We may be a poor 

Yeshivah, but that doesn’t 
mean that we can’t be a 

clean one!

אם לא עכשיו...
Let’s do it now.

Rav Shlomo Freifeld and his Yeshivah 
would go to a summer camp every year…

Together they swept, scoured and polished. They also 
spoke, joked and laughed together with their Rebbi.

Rav Shlomo’s presence filled the room, 
making it an entirely joyful experience 

for the students to be there.

That night the Rav acts on an idea…

When they were done, they were left 
with a beautiful, everlasting memory.



FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 The מֹוֵרינּו ָהַרב ְשֺלֺמה לּוִרָיה  ,ַמַהְרַש״ל
 R' Moshe Isserles ,ַרָמ״א learned with the ,ַזַצ״ל
 the ,ַרָמ״א of the ֶהְסֵפד At the .ְיִשיָבה in ,ַזַצ״ל
 is written ֶקֶבר s’ַרְמַב״ם cried, “…On the ַמַהְרַש״ל
the words, ‘!ִמֺמֶשה ַעד ֺמֶשה לֺא ָקם ְבִיְשָרֵאל ְכֺמֶשה 
— From [ַרֵבינּו] ֺמֶשה till ֺמֶשה [the ַרְמַב״ם] there 
was never in ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל anyone so great!’ 
Concerning the ַרָמ״א we can also say,  ִמֺמֶשה
 ”!]ַרְמַב״ם[ ַעד ֺמֶשה ]ַרָמ״א[ לֺא ָקם ְבִיְשָרֵאל ְכֺמֶשה
These words were inscribed on the ַרָמ״א’s 
tombstone.    
 Once the ַרָמ״א had a situation that 
caused an uproar throughout the entire region. 
He officiated at a marriage on ַשָבת and had to 
write the following ְתשּוָבה: 
 “Although it is not the law that we 

may hold marriages on ַשָבת, we have these two 
exceptional opinions to rely upon in times of 
emergency;   for   great   is   the   principle   of 
protecting the honor of human beings, and at 
times the parties are unable to agree on the 
dowry until Friday night, and the wedding is 
then held. … 
 “…I heard behind me the sound of a 
great noise (complaints)… It concerned the 
action taken by me recently when I arranged a 
wedding … It was in the dark of night on Friday 
evening, an hour and a half after night had 
fallen … a poor man … who had betrothed his 
elder daughter … went to his world (passed 
away) … The daughter was left bereaved … of 
all except one relative … Then, when the time 

came  for  her  marriage  …  she  did  not  see 
anything of the dowry …  
 was approaching, her relatives ַשָבת“ 
who were to give the dowry closed their fists … 
Then the groom absolutely refused to marry 
her. He paid no attention to the pleas of the 
leaders of the city that he refrain from putting a 
daughter of Israel to shame for the sake of 
mere money … they finally agreed …” 
 My ַתְלִמיד, only someone of the 
status of the ַרָמ״א can make such a ruling, but 
the message about what we must consider and 
forgo   in   order   not   to   shame   others   is 
appropriate for us all! 

 ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

Kiddush HashemLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ל ְשָראֵׁ י יִׁ י ְבתֹוְך ְבנֵׁ ְקַדְשתִׁ י ְונִׁ ם ָקְדשִׁ ְקָרא כ״ב:ל״ג(…)ְולֹא ְתַחְללּו ֶאת שֵׁ ַויִׁ  
 You  shall  not  desecrate  My  holy  Name,  [rather,]  I  
should  be  sanctified  among  ל ְשָראֵׁ י יִׁ   … ְבנֵׁ
 A Jew who is killed because of his Jewishness, dies  דּוש ַעל קִׁ
ם  s Name. Regarding the slaughter of'ה׳ for the sanctification of ,ַהשֵׁ
the Jews of the city of Mir, Poland, by the Germans ַמח ְשָמם  and their יִׁ
collaborators, the Mirrer Mashgiach, R' Yechezkel Levenstein, said:  
 "Every  Jew  killed  by  this  evil  regime  merits  eternal 
existence, since he was killed for being a Jew ... Thus, through  ַהְשָגַחת
 Divine Providence, each of these souls will exist for eternity ,ה׳
because they were killed for being Jews. This is true for any Jew. How 
great, however, will be the reward for those who went to their death 
fulfilling the ְצָוה  with all your heart and with all your soul ה׳ to love מִׁ
— even when He takes your soul." 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 We have learned that before being slaughtered,  ַהָגאֹון ַהָגדֹול
י ַקַמאי הי״ד ין the ,ָהַרב ַאְבָרָהם ְצבִׁ ית דִׁ יָבה and the ַאב בֵׁ  ,of Mir רֹאש ְישִׁ
ensured that every single member of his community unite with him at 
that awesome moment and accept upon themselves the judgment of 
Heaven with love…  
 The year was 5703 (1947). It was י ֲעֶצֶרת ינִׁ י  and in ,ְשמִׁ ְבנֵׁ
יָבה s Ponovezh’ְבַרק  had reached their peak. Led by the ַהָקפֹות the ,ְישִׁ
Ponovezher ָרב, R' Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, the ים ידִׁ  of the ַתְלמִׁ
יָבה י תֹוָרה their hands joined, danced with the ,ְישִׁ ְפרֵׁ  their lips ,סִׁ
bursting with song, their hearts aflame with the love of תֹוָרה. 
 Standing on the side, looking somber as he observed the 
beautiful scene, was the elderly ַשָמש. In his mind, he was thinking, "If 
only my sons were alive ... surely they would be here taking part in 

the dancing ... and then I would have joined them. But instead, they 
are   dead,   killed   by   the   Germans,   buried   somewhere   in   the 
blood-soaked earth of Europe. Tears began flowing down his cheeks, 
and as he continued to watch the dancing, he could no longer contain 
himself. 
 The ַשָמש rushed over to the Ponovezher ָרב and cried out, 
י! גװַאלד!"  Where are my children? Why have they been taken — ֶרבִׁ
from me? They could have grown to become great in תֹוָרה and  ְרַאת יִׁ
ם  "?why aren't they here — ָשַמיִׁ
 As everyone stood watching, the Ponovezher ָרב, who had 
lost his entire family in the war except for one son, began to cry. 
 He said: “We need not weep for them. They gave their lives 
ם דּוש ַהשֵׁ  and are now in awesome Heavenly sanctuaries, with ַעל קִׁ
eternal reward that we cannot fathom, studying תֹוָרה in the  יָבה ֶשל ְישִׁ
ֶדן the Heavenly Academy, in ,ַמֲעָלה  .amongst all the holy martyrs ַגן עֵׁ
 “Do you know for whom we should weep? For ourselves. 
What is our status in this world? There is so much we can accomplish 
with every moment of life; with every moment of תֹוָרה study we can 
acquire eternal life, filled with awesome, exalted reward. How are we 
utilizing our time? This question pierces the very heavens. 
 “Our families sanctified ה׳'s Name in death. Our mission is 
to  sanctify  His  Name  here,  in  our  difficult  lives,  following  the 
calamitous destruction [of European Jewry]. We dare not give in to 
despair and lose our spirit, though we don’t understand why all this 
had to happen. Let us study תֹוָרה and carry out the ְצַות  with love מִׁ
and awe of ה׳, by accepting the Heavenly judgment with love. For 
whatever ה׳ does is for the good, though we may not perceive how it 
is so.” 

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ת  ָמא: ִהְלכוֹו ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ֶמר ְסִפיַרת ָהעוֹו
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Corner

There's a Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

 Since the counting of ְסִפיָרה should be done while 
standing, if you are lying in bed and suddenly remember 
you forgot to count ְסִפיָרה, you must get out of bed, stand 

up and count ְסִפיָרה. 
 The אּור ֲהָלָכה  should be ִבְרַכת ַהִמְצֹות that all ְגָמָרא cites the בֵּ

said while standing, and we learn this from the ִמְצָוה of ְסִפיָרה. 
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Sage Sayings

ALL BOYS GRADES 4 & OLDER

י״ד אייר תשע“ט, יום ראשון לסדר בהר

SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2019

KOL YAAKOV 
1703 MCDONALD AVE 

FLATBUSH

DOORS OPEN 6:00pm 
PROGRAM BEGINS 6:30pm

Entrance & bus tickets are available 
through your school representative  

or mail money with coupon below to:

The National Office of  
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America 

42 Broadway • New York, NY 10004 
212-797-9000 ext.274

NAME __________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________

PHONE # ________________________________________________________

AMOUNT OF PEREK (PIRKEI) MISHNAYOS LEARNED ____________________

AMOUNT OF  ENTRANCE TICKETS ___________________________________

4th grade ................ 1 Perek משניות בפנים
5th & 6th grades ..... 2 Perakim משניות בפנים
7th & 8th grades ..... 3 Perakim משניות בפנים

$12 – if purchased before May 10
$15 – late sales and at the door

LEARN:

All boys attending must 
have adult supervision.

PURCHASE:

ENTRANCE FEE: LEARN & PURCHASE 

Seforim prizes sponsored by the Rabbi 
Joshua Silbermintz Memorial Foundation.

Special Guest  
Story Teller!
RABBI YOEL 
FERBER

Reservations are required.  
All boys must have tickets in order to enter.

For locations outside of Brooklyn, 
contact your local Pirchei coordinator 
for entrance and bus tickets.
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The ַרָמ״א was ִנְפָטר on ל״ג ָבעֹוֶמר, and every year on that day people 
from all over Poland would gather to say ְתִהִלים and listen to the ָרב 
of Cracow give a ד  R' Bunim Sofer ,ָרב One year, the Cracow .ֶהְספֵּ
ד began his ,ַזַצ״ל    חיים שיש בהם )על מודעי השנה(  :has the same Source ֶאֺמר !… ְבֻחֺקַתי … ְבַהר … ֶאֺמר“ ,ֶהְספֵּ

letters as זַײן יָארצַײט פַאלט ַאלֶעמָאל צִװשן ְבַהר אּון ְבֻחֺקַתי ,ַרָמ״א — His 
 This — !ְבֻחֺקַתי and ְבַהר [of ָפָרִשּיֹות the] always falls between יָארצַײט
is a ֶרֶמז that his ֲהָלכֹות are accepted and have the same ְקֻדָשה as the 
 ”!ַהר ִסיַני on ֺמֶשה  given by ֻחִקים

This week’s winners: 
Grade 1 – Elimelech Cohen, Yeshiva Bais Hillel; 
Passaic, NJ; Donny Ehrenfeld, Yeshiva Ahavas 
Torah; Brooklyn, NY. 
Grade 2 — Yehuda     Berkowitz,     Yeshiva 
Elementary School; Miami Beach, FL; Shmuel 
Tarkieltaub, Yeshiva Ohr Baruch; Chicago, IL; 
Yitzi Kress, Yeshiva Tashbar; Lakewood, NJ; 
Elliot Maleh, Yeshivat Darche Eres (YDE); Elliot 
Dweck, Yeshivat Shaare Torah; Brooklyn, NY; 
Dovid Richman, Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; 
Inwood, NY; Eliezer Stulberg, Yeshiva Yesode 
Hatorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 3 — Dovid Menachem Feldman, Torah 
Academy; Boston, MA; Ezra Askenazi Antebi, 
Yeshiva Ateret Yosef; Mexico City, Mexico; 
Yosef Zarkhin,  Clifton Cheder;  Clifton, NJ; 
Yehuda Alter Yisroel Brody, Talmud Torah Ohr 
Elchonon;  Lakewood, NJ;  Yitzchak Cohen, 
Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Aaron Dayan, Yeshivat 
Mekor Chaim; Naftali Giladi, Yeshivat Ohel 
Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Moshe Yonah Dvash, 

Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; Fresh Meadows, 
NY; Rafael Elimelekh, Yeshiva Merkaz Hatorah 
(RJJ);  Staten  Island,  NY;  Tzvi  Neuhauser, 
Yeshiva Ketana Ohr Reuven; Suffern, NY. 
Grade 4 — Yehoshua Abrams, Hillel Academy; 
Denver, CO; Sholom Cohen, Yeshiva Ktana; 
Waterbury, CT; Mordechai Chesny, Yeshiva 
Beth Yehudah; Southfield, MI; Yosef Landau, 
Yechiel Meir Waxman, Lakewood Cheder; 
Lakewood, NJ; Shia Rubinstein, Yeshiva Ohr 
Shrage Veretzky; Brooklyn, NY; Aryeh Baruch, 
Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Eliyahu 
Amsel, The Toronto Cheder; Mordechai Klein, 
Yeshiva Yesode Hatorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 5 — Shlomo  Zalman  Joseph,  Hillel 
Academy;    Denver,    CO;    Yosef    Baruch 
Askarinam, Torah Academy; Boca Raton, FL; 
Shmaya  Butrimovitz,  Yeshiva  Ohr  Baruch; 
Chicago,   IL;   Hillel   Shaul   Roberts,   Torah 
Academy; Minneapolis, MN; Zalman Naftali 
Landy, The Cheder; Gedalia Gross, Yeshiva 
Toras Emmes Kamenitz; Brooklyn, NY; Shmuel 
Eliyahu Weissman, Talmud Torah Siach 

Yitzchok; Far Rockaway, NY; Refual Schwartz, 
Bobov Yeshiva Bnei Zion; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 6 — Shmuel Behar, Yeshiva Elementary 
School; Miami Beach, FL; Jay Yaacob Romano 
Kouhen, Yeshiva Ateret Yosef; Mexico 
City,Mexico; Yehuda Leib Selengut, Talmud 
Torah Ohr Elchonon; Lakewood, NJ; Yosef 
Segal, Yeshiva Bais Hillel; Tzvi Teitz, Yeshiva 
Ktana; Passaic, NJ; Moshe Chayim Wiener, 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Yehuda Boiangiu, Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; 
Fresh Meadows, NY. 
Grade 7 — Avraham Ephraim Cohen, Yeshiva 
Ktana; Waterbury, CT; Ralph Esses, Yeshivat 
Darche Eres(YDE); Brooklyn, NY; Meir Miller, 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Shmuel Papoff, The Toronto Cheder; Toronto, 
ON. 
Grade 8 — Eliyahu Shraga Zaks, Yeshiva Ktana; 
Passaic,NJ; Yaakov Yitzchok Gans, Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yehuda 
Kracko,  Yeshiva  Degel  Hatorah  Maamar 
Mordechai; Spring Valley, NY. 

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל



FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 The מֹוֵרינּו ָהַרב ְשֺלֺמה לּוִרָיה  ,ַמַהְרַש״ל
 R' Moshe Isserles ,ַרָמ״א learned with the ,ַזַצ״ל
 the ,ַרָמ״א of the ֶהְסֵפד At the .ְיִשיָבה in ,ַזַצ״ל
 is written ֶקֶבר s’ַרְמַב״ם cried, “…On the ַמַהְרַש״ל
the words, ‘!ִמֺמֶשה ַעד ֺמֶשה לֺא ָקם ְבִיְשָרֵאל ְכֺמֶשה 
— From [ַרֵבינּו] ֺמֶשה till ֺמֶשה [the ַרְמַב״ם] there 
was never in ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל anyone so great!’ 
Concerning the ַרָמ״א we can also say,  ִמֺמֶשה
 ”!]ַרְמַב״ם[ ַעד ֺמֶשה ]ַרָמ״א[ לֺא ָקם ְבִיְשָרֵאל ְכֺמֶשה
These words were inscribed on the ַרָמ״א’s 
tombstone.    
 Once the ַרָמ״א had a situation that 
caused an uproar throughout the entire region. 
He officiated at a marriage on ַשָבת and had to 
write the following ְתשּוָבה: 
 “Although it is not the law that we 

may hold marriages on ַשָבת, we have these two 
exceptional opinions to rely upon in times of 
emergency;   for   great   is   the   principle   of 
protecting the honor of human beings, and at 
times the parties are unable to agree on the 
dowry until Friday night, and the wedding is 
then held. … 
 “…I heard behind me the sound of a 
great noise (complaints)… It concerned the 
action taken by me recently when I arranged a 
wedding … It was in the dark of night on Friday 
evening, an hour and a half after night had 
fallen … a poor man … who had betrothed his 
elder daughter … went to his world (passed 
away) … The daughter was left bereaved … of 
all except one relative … Then, when the time 

came  for  her  marriage  …  she  did  not  see 
anything of the dowry …  
 was approaching, her relatives ַשָבת“ 
who were to give the dowry closed their fists … 
Then the groom absolutely refused to marry 
her. He paid no attention to the pleas of the 
leaders of the city that he refrain from putting a 
daughter of Israel to shame for the sake of 
mere money … they finally agreed …” 
 My ַתְלִמיד, only someone of the 
status of the ַרָמ״א can make such a ruling, but 
the message about what we must consider and 
forgo   in   order   not   to   shame   others   is 
appropriate for us all! 

 ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

Kiddush HashemLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ל ְשָראֵׁ י יִׁ י ְבתֹוְך ְבנֵׁ ְקַדְשתִׁ י ְונִׁ ם ָקְדשִׁ ְקָרא כ״ב:ל״ג(…)ְולֹא ְתַחְללּו ֶאת שֵׁ ַויִׁ  
 You  shall  not  desecrate  My  holy  Name,  [rather,]  I  
should  be  sanctified  among  ל ְשָראֵׁ י יִׁ   … ְבנֵׁ
 A Jew who is killed because of his Jewishness, dies  דּוש ַעל קִׁ
ם  s Name. Regarding the slaughter of'ה׳ for the sanctification of ,ַהשֵׁ
the Jews of the city of Mir, Poland, by the Germans ַמח ְשָמם  and their יִׁ
collaborators, the Mirrer Mashgiach, R' Yechezkel Levenstein, said:  
 "Every  Jew  killed  by  this  evil  regime  merits  eternal 
existence, since he was killed for being a Jew ... Thus, through  ַהְשָגַחת
 Divine Providence, each of these souls will exist for eternity ,ה׳
because they were killed for being Jews. This is true for any Jew. How 
great, however, will be the reward for those who went to their death 
fulfilling the ְצָוה  with all your heart and with all your soul ה׳ to love מִׁ
— even when He takes your soul." 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 We have learned that before being slaughtered,  ַהָגאֹון ַהָגדֹול
י ַקַמאי הי״ד ין the ,ָהַרב ַאְבָרָהם ְצבִׁ ית דִׁ יָבה and the ַאב בֵׁ  ,of Mir רֹאש ְישִׁ
ensured that every single member of his community unite with him at 
that awesome moment and accept upon themselves the judgment of 
Heaven with love…  
 The year was 5703 (1947). It was י ֲעֶצֶרת ינִׁ י  and in ,ְשמִׁ ְבנֵׁ
יָבה s Ponovezh’ְבַרק  had reached their peak. Led by the ַהָקפֹות the ,ְישִׁ
Ponovezher ָרב, R' Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, the ים ידִׁ  of the ַתְלמִׁ
יָבה י תֹוָרה their hands joined, danced with the ,ְישִׁ ְפרֵׁ  their lips ,סִׁ
bursting with song, their hearts aflame with the love of תֹוָרה. 
 Standing on the side, looking somber as he observed the 
beautiful scene, was the elderly ַשָמש. In his mind, he was thinking, "If 
only my sons were alive ... surely they would be here taking part in 

the dancing ... and then I would have joined them. But instead, they 
are   dead,   killed   by   the   Germans,   buried   somewhere   in   the 
blood-soaked earth of Europe. Tears began flowing down his cheeks, 
and as he continued to watch the dancing, he could no longer contain 
himself. 
 The ַשָמש rushed over to the Ponovezher ָרב and cried out, 
י! גװַאלד!"  Where are my children? Why have they been taken — ֶרבִׁ
from me? They could have grown to become great in תֹוָרה and  ְרַאת יִׁ
ם  "?why aren't they here — ָשַמיִׁ
 As everyone stood watching, the Ponovezher ָרב, who had 
lost his entire family in the war except for one son, began to cry. 
 He said: “We need not weep for them. They gave their lives 
ם דּוש ַהשֵׁ  and are now in awesome Heavenly sanctuaries, with ַעל קִׁ
eternal reward that we cannot fathom, studying תֹוָרה in the  יָבה ֶשל ְישִׁ
ֶדן the Heavenly Academy, in ,ַמֲעָלה  .amongst all the holy martyrs ַגן עֵׁ
 “Do you know for whom we should weep? For ourselves. 
What is our status in this world? There is so much we can accomplish 
with every moment of life; with every moment of תֹוָרה study we can 
acquire eternal life, filled with awesome, exalted reward. How are we 
utilizing our time? This question pierces the very heavens. 
 “Our families sanctified ה׳'s Name in death. Our mission is 
to  sanctify  His  Name  here,  in  our  difficult  lives,  following  the 
calamitous destruction [of European Jewry]. We dare not give in to 
despair and lose our spirit, though we don’t understand why all this 
had to happen. Let us study תֹוָרה and carry out the ְצַות  with love מִׁ
and awe of ה׳, by accepting the Heavenly judgment with love. For 
whatever ה׳ does is for the good, though we may not perceive how it 
is so.” 

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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ֶמר ְסִפיַרת ָהעוֹו

Halacha 
Corner

There's a Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

 Since the counting of ְסִפיָרה should be done while 
standing, if you are lying in bed and suddenly remember 
you forgot to count ְסִפיָרה, you must get out of bed, stand 

up and count ְסִפיָרה. 
 The אּור ֲהָלָכה  should be ִבְרַכת ַהִמְצֹות that all ְגָמָרא cites the בֵּ

said while standing, and we learn this from the ִמְצָוה of ְסִפיָרה. 

up and count ְסִפיָרה. 
 The אּור ֲהָלָכה  should be ִבְרַכת ַהִמְצֹות that all ְגָמָרא cites the בֵּ

said while standing, and we learn this from the ִמְצָוה of ְסִפיָרה. 

Sage Sayings

ALL BOYS GRADES 4 & OLDER

י״ד אייר תשע“ט, יום ראשון לסדר בהר

SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2019

KOL YAAKOV 
1703 MCDONALD AVE 

FLATBUSH

DOORS OPEN 6:00pm 
PROGRAM BEGINS 6:30pm

Entrance & bus tickets are available 
through your school representative  

or mail money with coupon below to:

The National Office of  
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America 

42 Broadway • New York, NY 10004 
212-797-9000 ext.274

NAME __________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________

PHONE # ________________________________________________________

AMOUNT OF PEREK (PIRKEI) MISHNAYOS LEARNED ____________________

AMOUNT OF  ENTRANCE TICKETS ___________________________________

4th grade ................ 1 Perek משניות בפנים
5th & 6th grades ..... 2 Perakim משניות בפנים
7th & 8th grades ..... 3 Perakim משניות בפנים

$12 – if purchased before May 10
$15 – late sales and at the door

LEARN:

All boys attending must 
have adult supervision.

PURCHASE:

ENTRANCE FEE: LEARN & PURCHASE 

Seforim prizes sponsored by the Rabbi 
Joshua Silbermintz Memorial Foundation.

Special Guest  
Story Teller!
RABBI YOEL 
FERBER

Reservations are required.  
All boys must have tickets in order to enter.

For locations outside of Brooklyn, 
contact your local Pirchei coordinator 
for entrance and bus tickets.

על שם הרב יהושע זילברמנץ ז"ל

Pi
rc

he
i A

gu
da

s Y
isr

oel of America                      שראל באמריקה
ת י

אגוד
חי 

פר

A N N U A L        N AT I O N A L

SIYUM MISHNAYOS
56 th

The ַרָמ״א was ִנְפָטר on ל״ג ָבעֹוֶמר, and every year on that day people 
from all over Poland would gather to say ְתִהִלים and listen to the ָרב 
of Cracow give a ד  R' Bunim Sofer ,ָרב One year, the Cracow .ֶהְספֵּ
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is a ֶרֶמז that his ֲהָלכֹות are accepted and have the same ְקֻדָשה as the 
 ”!ַהר ִסיַני on ֺמֶשה  given by ֻחִקים

This week’s winners: 
Grade 1 – Elimelech Cohen, Yeshiva Bais Hillel; 
Passaic, NJ; Donny Ehrenfeld, Yeshiva Ahavas 
Torah; Brooklyn, NY. 
Grade 2 — Yehuda     Berkowitz,     Yeshiva 
Elementary School; Miami Beach, FL; Shmuel 
Tarkieltaub, Yeshiva Ohr Baruch; Chicago, IL; 
Yitzi Kress, Yeshiva Tashbar; Lakewood, NJ; 
Elliot Maleh, Yeshivat Darche Eres (YDE); Elliot 
Dweck, Yeshivat Shaare Torah; Brooklyn, NY; 
Dovid Richman, Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; 
Inwood, NY; Eliezer Stulberg, Yeshiva Yesode 
Hatorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 3 — Dovid Menachem Feldman, Torah 
Academy; Boston, MA; Ezra Askenazi Antebi, 
Yeshiva Ateret Yosef; Mexico City, Mexico; 
Yosef Zarkhin,  Clifton Cheder;  Clifton, NJ; 
Yehuda Alter Yisroel Brody, Talmud Torah Ohr 
Elchonon;  Lakewood, NJ;  Yitzchak Cohen, 
Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Aaron Dayan, Yeshivat 
Mekor Chaim; Naftali Giladi, Yeshivat Ohel 
Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Moshe Yonah Dvash, 

Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; Fresh Meadows, 
NY; Rafael Elimelekh, Yeshiva Merkaz Hatorah 
(RJJ);  Staten  Island,  NY;  Tzvi  Neuhauser, 
Yeshiva Ketana Ohr Reuven; Suffern, NY. 
Grade 4 — Yehoshua Abrams, Hillel Academy; 
Denver, CO; Sholom Cohen, Yeshiva Ktana; 
Waterbury, CT; Mordechai Chesny, Yeshiva 
Beth Yehudah; Southfield, MI; Yosef Landau, 
Yechiel Meir Waxman, Lakewood Cheder; 
Lakewood, NJ; Shia Rubinstein, Yeshiva Ohr 
Shrage Veretzky; Brooklyn, NY; Aryeh Baruch, 
Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Eliyahu 
Amsel, The Toronto Cheder; Mordechai Klein, 
Yeshiva Yesode Hatorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 5 — Shlomo  Zalman  Joseph,  Hillel 
Academy;    Denver,    CO;    Yosef    Baruch 
Askarinam, Torah Academy; Boca Raton, FL; 
Shmaya  Butrimovitz,  Yeshiva  Ohr  Baruch; 
Chicago,   IL;   Hillel   Shaul   Roberts,   Torah 
Academy; Minneapolis, MN; Zalman Naftali 
Landy, The Cheder; Gedalia Gross, Yeshiva 
Toras Emmes Kamenitz; Brooklyn, NY; Shmuel 
Eliyahu Weissman, Talmud Torah Siach 

Yitzchok; Far Rockaway, NY; Refual Schwartz, 
Bobov Yeshiva Bnei Zion; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 6 — Shmuel Behar, Yeshiva Elementary 
School; Miami Beach, FL; Jay Yaacob Romano 
Kouhen, Yeshiva Ateret Yosef; Mexico 
City,Mexico; Yehuda Leib Selengut, Talmud 
Torah Ohr Elchonon; Lakewood, NJ; Yosef 
Segal, Yeshiva Bais Hillel; Tzvi Teitz, Yeshiva 
Ktana; Passaic, NJ; Moshe Chayim Wiener, 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Yehuda Boiangiu, Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; 
Fresh Meadows, NY. 
Grade 7 — Avraham Ephraim Cohen, Yeshiva 
Ktana; Waterbury, CT; Ralph Esses, Yeshivat 
Darche Eres(YDE); Brooklyn, NY; Meir Miller, 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Shmuel Papoff, The Toronto Cheder; Toronto, 
ON. 
Grade 8 — Eliyahu Shraga Zaks, Yeshiva Ktana; 
Passaic,NJ; Yaakov Yitzchok Gans, Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yehuda 
Kracko,  Yeshiva  Degel  Hatorah  Maamar 
Mordechai; Spring Valley, NY. 

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל



חּו  ּה לֹא ִיקָּׁ ה ֵמִאישָּׁ ה ְגרּושָּׁ א כא:ז( … ְוִאשָּׁ )ַוִיְקרָּׁ   
 And they [a Kohen] shall not marry a woman divorced from 
her husband … 
 Among the unique ִמְצֹות that apply to ֹכַהִנים is the ִאּסּור to 
marry a divorced woman. In his ְתשּובֹות (II: 174 ֶעֶזר  ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר the ,(ֶאֶבן הָּׁ
relates an unusual but fascinating incident based on this ִאּסּור.  
 There was a wealthy Italian woman who had involved a  ֵבית
 from her difficult husband. After some time she ֶגט to help her get a ִדין
returned to ֵבית ִדין and informed them that she desired to marry a ֹכֵהן. 
When all the ִנים  refused to allow the couple to marry, the irreligious ַרבָּׁ
 decided to take his case to the secular courts, and force the ֹכֵהן
respected ִנים  ’to officiate the marriage. He wanted an ‘Orthodox ַרבָּׁ
wedding and ignored the ְפַסק of the ִנים  .ַרבָּׁ
 The ֹכֵהן agreed that there is an ִאּסּור to marry a divorcee, as 
stated in the ה  ,However, in his situation it should be permissible .תֹורָּׁ
he claimed. He was an ֶרץ אָּׁ  and he based his argument on the ַעם הָּׁ
literal translation of the words חּו ּה לֹא ִיקָּׁ ה ֵמִאישָּׁ ה ְגרּושָּׁ  And they [a ,ְוִאשָּׁ
Kohen] shall not marry a woman divorced from her husband, which, to 
his mind, applies only to a woman who was sent away by her husband. 
In this woman’s case, the former husband was at fault and ֵבית ִדין 
forced him to divorce her. Why should she be forbidden? Being a 
ִמים freethinker, who did not accept the ,ַמְשִכיל  and their ֲחכָּׁ
interpretations of ה ֶשַבַעל ֶפה  he was able to convince the secular ,תֹורָּׁ
authorities that his reasoning was correct. 

 The legal matter was then presented to the Emperor for his 
approval. He declared that it was a religious matter and he needed an 
impartial opinion. He chose a Jewish scholar who was knowledgeable 
in ה  ,and in secular matters but who was not a rabbi. To his credit תֹורָּׁ
the scholar was surprisingly unbiased and issued the following verdict:  
 According to the literal words of the ה  the only way ,תֹורָּׁ
(besides for death) for a marriage to end is if the husband does not 
desire to stay married to his wife. This is based on the סּוק ִרים ) פָּׁ ְדבָּׁ
(כד:א יו א ֵחן ְבֵענָּׁ יָּׁה ִאם לֹא ִתְמצָּׁ ּה…ְוהָּׁ ַתן ְביָּׁדָּׁ …ְונָּׁ , and it will be that if she 
will not find favor in his eyes… and he shall give her [a ֶגט]… The ה  תֹורָּׁ
does not say that the husband can be forced to divorce her. It is the 
ִמים  who allowed her to demand a divorce under certain ֲחכָּׁ
circumstances. 
 Therefore, if the ֹכֵהן does not accept the words of the ִמים  ,ֲחכָּׁ
and only interprets the ה  s literal meaning, she is then still married’תֹורָּׁ
to her first husband! If the ֹכֵהן does accept the ruling of the ִמים  to ֲחכָּׁ
permit such a divorce he is not permitted to marry based on their ruling 
to apply the ִאּסּור of ה  .in all cases ְגרּושָּׁ
 The Emperor accepted the logic of the scholar and ruled that 
the couple could not get married. The ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר ends his ה  by ְתשּובָּׁ
saying that although this scholar was a ַמְשִכיל who had questioned the 
authority of the ִמים  for this honest response, may his name be ,ֲחכָּׁ
blessed. 

Adapted from Shabbos With R’ Pam (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Reb Ezriel Tauber had no means of 
support, and went to the previous 

Skverer Rebbe A”H for a brocha.

Every morning from 4:00am to 8:00am 
R’ Tauber learned with his Chavrusa.

The deal was made and every week 
R’ Taber met his new obligation.

Today, this yungerman is a well-respected 
Dayan and is renowned for having all four 

chalokim of Shulchan Aruch at his fingertips!

Rebbe, I am 
looking to work 
as a jeweler in 

Manhattan…

Manhattan?! You 
will need 4 hours of 
continuous learning 

before traveling there… 
Hashem should give you 

mazel u’brocha…

Reb Yaakov, 
recently I noticed 

you are so tired? Is 
everything alright?

How much do 
you earn from 

your night job?

…I’m really short of money but 
he’s such a talented talmid chochom… 

I would feel that my child could use his 
time better and I would first try to get 

him the money… well…

$70 a week.

He’s Hashem’s 
child…Of course, I 
must find a way to 
give him the money…

My wife and I 
thank you!

Thank me? Thank YOU! 
Learning has become so 
much more geshmak! I’m 
enjoying every precious 
minute of our learning!

I learn in kollel all 
day and recently took 

a night job to help 
support my family.

If this would be 
my child, what 
would I do…

5474 - 5553  1713 - 1793  rhht z"h

R' Yechezkel Landau ְיהּוָדה) ַזַצ״ל  ,a wealthy ,ר׳ ְיהּוָדה was born in Opatów (Apta), Poland, to (ְצַל״ח ,נֹוָדע בִּ
scholarly businessman, and his wife ַחָיה, the ין ית דִּ  of Dubnow’s daughter. He learned under his ַאב בֵּ
father until age 11, and then with יק ְצָחק אַײזִּ  ,for 2 years. He learned in Brody for 4 years ַזַצ״ל Segal ר׳ יִּ
and at age 18, he married יָבא יָלה Shetskes. At the young age of 20, the Brody לִּ  appointed him as one ְקהִּ
of its main ים ר׳  ,of Yampol. In 1755 ָרב a position he held for about a decade. He then served as ,ַדָינִּ
אל יָבה and also as רַאַב״ד moved to Prague, serving as ְיֶחְזקֵּ  was (ַחיֵּי ָאָדם) ,ַזַצ״ל Danzig ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם .רֹאׁש ְיׁשִּ
one of his famous ים ידִּ ק As his fame as a .ַתְלמִּ לֹות grew far and wide, he answered major ּפֹוסֵּ  from ְׁשאֵּ
all over Europe, and was also a major spokesman against the ַהְשָכָלה movement. אל  was ר׳ ְיֶחְזקֵּ
renowned for the peaceful manner he handled 2 historic controversies (the dispute between  ֲעֹקב ר׳ יֵּ
ן יץ and ֶעְמדִּ  of Cleves), and was respected by both Jews and Gentiles alike. He גֵּט and the ר׳ יֹוָנָתן אַײְבׁשִּ

authored ְיהּוָדה יֹון ְלֶנֶפׁש ַחָיה ,(ׁשּו״ת) נֹוָדע בִּ ְרָבָבה and ,(ַׁש״ס on) צִּ ְלָחן ָערּוְך on ָדגּול מֵּ  .among others ,ׁשֻׁ

 

I would 
definitely try. I’m 

sure my wife would 
be extremely 

happy…

Would you agree 
to give up the work 

and go to bed earlier 
if I give you $70 each 

week?
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

ה ר׳  born in Kraków, Poland, to ,(ַרָמ״א) ַזַצ״ל Isserles ר׳ ֹמשֶׁ
ָרֵאל ָכה ִדיָנה and ִישְׂ ִחיֵאל was a grandson of ,ַמלְׂ  ,ַזַצ״ל Luria ר׳ יְׂ
the first ָרב of Brisk. ה ִמיָכה received ר׳ ֹמשֶׁ  .at the age of 13 סְׂ

He learned under ִלין ַזַצ״ל ָנא ֵמלּובְׂ  .(father of his 2nd wife Golda) ר׳ ָשלֹום ַשכְׂ
His first wife, Krendel, was ת רֶׁ טֶׁ  at a young age (20). He later married ִנפְׂ
Sprintze, the daughter of שֹון ַהֹכֵהן ַכי ֵגרְׂ דְׂ  About 1550, he returned to .ר׳ ָמרְׂ
Kraków and founded a ִשיָבה  and the also ַדָין In 1553, he was appointed as .יְׂ
served on the ַבע ַאָרצֹות ה A prolific writer, he authored .ַוַעד ַארְׂ ֵכי ֹמשֶׁ  on) ַדרְׂ
the ִחיר ַיִין ,(ֵבית יֹוֵסף / טּור ֵתר on) מְׂ סְׂ ִגַלת אֶׁ ָחן ) ַהַמָפה and שו״ת ָהַרָמ״א ,(מְׂ לְׂ שֻׁ
ָפַרד did for ֵבית יֹוֵסף Similar to what the .(ָערּוְך ֵני סְׂ  established the ַרָמ״א the ,בְׂ
ָהִגים ֵקי ֲהָלָכה and ִמנְׂ ַנז for ִפסְׂ כְׂ ֵני ַאשְׂ  .בְׂ

 י״ח אייר
5280 — 5332 
1520 — 1572 

 R' Moshe Isserles ַזַצ״ל, the ַרָמ״א, in his ַהְקָדָמה 
to ה  writes that while he was ,ַדְרֵכי ֺמשֶׁ
completing his ר ִהְלכֹות  and writing ֲהָלָכה ֵספֶׁ
ר the ,ַחָלה ר' יֹוֵסף קַארֹו  authored by ֵספֶׁ
 .emerged on the scene ,ֵבית יֹוֵסף ,ַזַצ״ל
With glowing words, the ַרָמ״א writes that 
the ר  has everything. He continues that ֵספֶׁ
he cried to ד׳ that there was nothing to 
add; his effort was like “A candle in the sun 
— what is it worth?” But similar to ֵבית ִהֵלל, 
who first taught ֵבית ַשַמאי’s ֲהָלָכה, his work became the 
 .ְבֵני ַאְשְכַנז for ְפַסק
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R’ Shlomo זצ”ל was born in 1925 in East New York, to R’ Shmuel and Baila Freifeld. 
He attended ישיבת ר’ חיים ברלין and was a תלמיד מובהק of R’ Yitzchok Hutner זצ”ל. He 
married Chaya Sara Cohen in 1953. He moved to Toronto in 1963 and helped establish the
 .ישיבת ר’ חיים ברלין in מנהל of Toronto. In 1965 R’ Shlomo was invited to be בית יעקב
After the ישיבה moved to Brooklyn in 1967, R’ Freifeld  remained in Far Rockaway 
and founded ישיבה שאר ישוב with 12 בחורים. it became a magnet for young men seeking 
Torah. His first wife was נפטר in 1983 and in 1984 he married Rebbetzin Sara Etel Freifeld 
 פעילים and His people, and was key in establishing ד’ He overflowed with love of .שתח’
in ארץ ישראל. He brought many thousands of people closer to their Jewish roots.

י“ז תשרי   1925-1990   5685-5751

Oy, vay! Rabbi, I love the 
summer but I dread the first 

days. This place is such a mess! I 
will have to start cleaning up in 

the morning!

BACHURIM, the kitchen is a real mess. the 
cook just left for the night. I’d like to give 
him a surprise for tomorrow morning. Are 

you interested in cleaning tonight?

Ok... Sruly, you gather those crates and 
fold those boxes and take them to the curb. 
Yossi, go find a mop and wash the floor. Eli, 

Chaim and I will clean out the stove and scrub 
the counters…

Hmm…

Sure, Rebbi!...we’re 
ready!

Yossi, Can we move that 
refrigerator over there? 

that way the cook will have 
easy access…

Great job, 
team! We may be a poor 

Yeshivah, but that doesn’t 
mean that we can’t be a 

clean one!

אם לא עכשיו...
Let’s do it now.

Rav Shlomo Freifeld and his Yeshivah 
would go to a summer camp every year…

Together they swept, scoured and polished. They also 
spoke, joked and laughed together with their Rebbi.

Rav Shlomo’s presence filled the room, 
making it an entirely joyful experience 

for the students to be there.

That night the Rav acts on an idea…

When they were done, they were left 
with a beautiful, everlasting memory.
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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Emor 5779

Sticking Together 

Introduction 

In this week’s parasha, the Torah 

informs us of the man who was a son of 

an Egyptian man and a Jewish woman, 

who blasphemed using the Name of 

HaShem. This man was sentenced to 

death by stoning. The Medrash (Toras 

Kohanim) states that the background of 

this incident was that this man sought to 

pitch his tent in the encampment of the 

tribe of Dan, and he was informed that 

the encampment was determined by the 

lineage of one’s father. In this man’s 

case, he was out of the pale, as his father 

was an Egyptian. The man then went to 

Moshe to adjudicate his case and he was 

found guilty, so he blasphemed by using 

HaShem’s Name. 

The mekallel and the mekosheish were 

at the same time 

What is the lesson that is contained in 

this incident? There is an interesting 

statement in the Medrash that at first 

glance does not appear to have any 

connection with the incident. The 

Medrash (Toras Kohanim Vayikra 

24:10) states that the incident with the 

mekallel, i.e. the blasphemer, and the 

incident regarding the mekosheish, the 

one who gathered wood on Shabbos, 

were at the same time. The Baal 

HaTurim (Ibid) writes that this teaches 

us that one who desecrates the Shabbos 

is akin to one who denies the existence 

of HaShem. It would seem that there is 

another lesson that can be derived from 

the fact that the incidents regarding the 

mekallel and the mekosheish occurred at 

the same time.  

The encampment of the Jewish People 

in the Wilderness was one of unity 

The encampment in the Wilderness was 

not merely a practical method of settling 

the Jewish People while they sojourned 

in the Wilderness. Rather, the Medrash 

(Bamidbar Rabbah 2:3) teaches us that at 

the Giving of the Torah, the Jewish 

People witnessed the encampment of the 

angels in heaven and they desired that 

encampment. Thus, the encampment of 

the Jewish People in the Wilderness was 

a matter of holiness and endearment. 

This was the encampment that the son of 

the Egyptian wished to become a part of. 

In addition to the fact that the 

encampment was determined by the 

paternal lineage, there was another 

element to this encampment. The aspect 

of this encampment that this man failed 

to appreciate was the fact that the 

encampment was to be akin to the 

encampment at Sinai, where the Jewish 

People encamped as one man with one 

heart, in unity. The son of the Egyptian, 

however, demonstrated with his 

behavior the antithesis of this ideal, as he 
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stirred up controversy in the Wilderness. 

It was his contentiousness that ultimately 

led to his punishment by stoning. 

The Shabbos connection 

Shabbos is a time when the Jewish 

People, are all united, despite the 

struggles that we encounter during the 

week. It is noteworthy that it is said 

(Shemos 31:16) vishamru vinei Yisroel 

es haShabbos laasos es haShabbos 

ledorosam bris olam, the Children of 

Israel shall observe the Shabbos, to 

make the Shabbos an eternal covenant 

for their generations. The Zohar states 

that the word ledorosam can be read 

lidirosam, to dwell amongst them. This 

idea can be interpreted to mean that on 

Shabbos, we are all required to dwell 

together in unity. It is for this reason that 

the incident of the mekallel and the 

incident of the mekosheish are 

juxtaposed, to teach us how much one 

should distance one’s self from strife and 

quarrel, and instead to seek peace. 

Shabbos is referred to as shalom, and we 

should all merit observing Shabbos in 

unity and tranquility.  

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Shimru Shabsosai 

The composer of this zemer is Shlomo, a 

name formed by the acrostic of the first 

four stanzas. Nothing definite is known 

about him, although some speculate that 

he was the famous Shlomo ben Yehudah 

ibn Gabriol. The zemer concentrates on 

the requirement to honor the Shabbos 

with culinary delights and closes with 

the assurance that the observance of the 

Shabbos will herald the final 

Redemption.  

ה ּה ֶאל ִאשָּׁ ִתי יֹום ַעל ְלַגּלֹות, ִלְצרֹור ֲאחֹותָּׁ ִשְמחָּׁ , 

attaching one to the other, causing joy on 

My day of gladness. The conventional 

explanation of this passage is that 

HaShem’s blessings will be so generous 

that before one finishes enjoying the 

bounty of one blessing, a new blessing 

will arrive and ‘attach’ itself to the first. 

However, we can suggest an alternative 

explanation. It is said (Vayikra 18:18) 

ה ּה ֶאל ְוִאשָּׁ ח לֹא ֲאֹחתָּׁ ּה ְלַגּלֹות ִלְצֹרר ִתקָּׁ תָּׁ  ֶעְרוָּׁ

ֶליהָּׁ  ְבַחֶייהָּׁ  עָּׁ , you shall not take a woman in 

addition to her sister, to make them 

rivals, to uncover the nakedness of one 

upon the other in her lifetime. The Torah 

offers us a rationale for the prohibition 

of one to marry two sisters in their 

lifetimes, as they will agitate each other, 

and sisters should live in love and 

harmony. Similarly, Shabbos is a day of 

peace, so even one who is in a state of 

mourning cannot mourn publicly, so as 

to not mar the tranquility of Shabbos. 

Certainly one should ensure not to cause 

strife and dissent on the Holy Shabbos. 

Shabbos Stories 

Mitzvah Vigilante 

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky writes: 

This past Thursday evening I went to be 

Menachem Avel (in the vernacular pay a 

shiva call) a friend, Rabbi Zissel 

Zelman, who was sitting shiva for his 

father. He is a Chicago native whose 

father, Rabbi Zelman, grew up in 
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Chicago way before Torah Judaism had 

flourished there. Reb Zissel related that 

as a young man, his father would pass 

the newsstand every Saturday night after 

shul to pick up a paper. As he did not 

carry money with him, he had made an 

arrangement with the vendors to return 

on Sunday morning to pay the vendor. 

Rabbi Zelman was not interested in the 

sports pages nor was he interested in the 

headlines. In fact, he was not interested 

in the paper altogether. Rabbi Zelman 

bought the paper for his mother. She also 

was not interested in the sports or the 

news. She was interested in the dead. 

Every Saturday night she would comb 

the paper looking for announcements of 

tombstone unveilings that were to take 

place on Sunday at the Jewish 

Cemeteries. An unveiling is a time when 

people are charitable, and the elderly 

Mrs. Zelman would go to the cemeteries 

and raise funds from the gathered for 

Yeshivos in Europe in Israel. She would 

eventually turn the coins into bills and 

send the money overseas. A plaque 

hangs today in the Slobodka Yeshiva in 

Israel commemorating her efforts. 

Rabbi Kamenetzky writes further: My 

grandfather, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, 

of blessed memory, told me the story of 

how, as the Rav of Toronto, he was 

quickly introduced to a new world, far 

different than the world he was 

accustomed to as the Rav of the tiny 

Lithuanian shtetl of Tzitivyan, which he 

left in 1937. One of his congregants had 

invited him to a pidyon haben, a special 

ceremony and feast made when a first-

born child reaches thirty days old and his 

father redeems him from the kohen for 

five silver shekels (dollars). 

Entering the hall, Rav Yaakov was 

impressed by the beautiful meal 

prepared in honor of the event. He was 

reviewing the procedure, and the 

interaction with the Kohen that would 

frame the event, when the father of the 

child introduced Rav Yaakov to his 

father-in-law, a Mr. Segal. Suddenly, 

Rav Yaakov realized that there was 

trouble. If Mr. Segal was a Levite, as the 

name Segal traditionally denotes (Segan 

Likohen, an assistant to the Kohen), then 

there would be no need for a Pidyon 

Haben. For, if the mother of the child is 

the daughter of either a Kohen or Levi, 

then no redemption is necessary. 

“Mr. Segal,” asked Rav Yaakov, “are 

you by any chance a Levi?” “Of 

course!” beamed the elderly Segal. 

Rav Yaakov tried to explain to the father 

of the child that a pidyon haben was 

unnecessary, but the father was adamant. 

He had prepared a great spread, 

appointed a kohen, and even had the 

traditional silver tray sprinkled with 

garlic and sugar cubes, awaiting the 

baby. He wanted to carry out the 

ceremony! 

It took quite a while for Rav Yaakov to 

dissuade the man that this was no 

mitzvah, and to perform the ceremony 

with a blessing would be not only 

superfluous, but also irreverent and a 

transgression. 
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(In fact, one apocryphal ending has the 

father complaining, “What do you mean, 

I don't have to make a pidyon haben? I 

made one for my first son and I'm going 

to make one for this son!”)  

Ultimately, Rav Yaakov, convinced the 

man to transform the celebration into a 

party commemorating his child’s 30th 

day entered in good health, an important 

milestone with many halachic 

ramifications. (www.Torah.org) 

Lag BaOmer Hospitality 

By Yerachmiel Tilles 

About two and a half centuries ago, there 

lived in Kosov a wealthy textile 

merchant named Reb Moshe. He lived in 

the best section of the city, in a luxurious 

mansion on a huge estate, on which 

grassy lawns, lush gardens and orchards 

of fruit trees all flourished. Basically a 

simple person, his innate humility 

seemed to remain unaffected even as his 

wealth grew from year to year. But then, 

one day, an unusual idea entered his 

mind and took hold of his heart. Moshe 

had become possessed by the desire to 

experience a revelation of Elijah the 

prophet. 

Not that he was under the illusion that 

because of his wealth he was entitled, at 

present, to see Elijah. He knew better 

than that. So, to become “worthy” of 

attaining his objective, he undertook a 

series of fasts and other forms of 

deprivations and self-afflictions, hoping 

that these would enable him to fulfill his 

wish. 

But to no avail. 

He started to keep company with the 

chassidim and the other strictly religious 

people in the community, emulating 

their ways. He hoped that their superior 

spiritual attainments would rub off on 

him, and his resultant elevation would 

allow him to attain his goal. 

That also didn’t work. 

Your task is to perform acts of kindness 

and charity . . . 

Unsure what to try next, he decided to 

consult the local tzaddik, Rabbi Boruch 

of Kosov. The rebbe listened intently, 

but to Moshe’s dismay then said, “Reb 

Moshe, why are you trying to pursue 

such lofty matters? Your task is to 

perform acts of kindness and charity—

that’s what your soul requires for its 

rectification.” 

Moshe left the rebbe’s room, frustrated. 

He still felt sure that he knew what he 

really needed. 

From that day on, Moshe the merchant’s 

behavior changed radically. He 

abandoned his business for hours at a 

time in order to be in the beit midrash. 

He no longer paid much attention to his 

personal appearance or the upkeep of his 

estate, abandoning almost completely 

the aristocratic lifestyle he had adopted 

over the years. 

After some time, he went to visit the 

tzaddik again. Eyes downcast, the dark 

shadow of depression on his face, it was 

clear he was deeply troubled. His desire 

http://www.torah.org/
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to see the prophet left him no peace. As 

he told the rebbe of his frustrations, he 

involuntarily emitted a deep sigh. 

The rebbe repeated his advice that the 

proper path for Moshe was that of 

kindness and good deeds. This time, 

however, he seemed to accept Moshe’s 

sincerity, and advised him to greatly 

increase his distribution of tzedakah. 

Then, after a pause, the rebbe added 

mysteriously, “If a poor man should 

approach you and request even a 

thousand gold pieces, don’t refrain from 

granting his request.” 

A pathetic-looking, poverty-stricken 

man had knocked on the door of the 

house, begging for help . . . 

Moshe, once again, felt belittled by the 

rebbe’s reply. Nevertheless, he decided 

to adhere closely to his counsel. Any 

poor person that crossed Moshe’s path 

was immediately endowed with a 

generous contribution, without any delay 

to check the recipient’s worthiness. For 

several years Moshe conducted himself 

in this manner, but still there was no 

revelation of Elijah. His frustration gave 

him no rest. 

One day, while he was busy at work 

with a number of different customers, a 

messenger arrived from his house telling 

him that a pathetic-looking, poverty-

stricken man had knocked on the door of 

the house, begging for help. The pauper, 

however, had refused to accept the food 

that a servant had brought. Instead, the 

pauper had insisted that he be invited 

into the dining hall so he could sit and 

eat there. Reb Moshe’s wife wasn’t sure 

how to handle the situation, so she had 

sent to ask her husband’s advice. 

At first Moshe was outraged by the 

needy man’s chutzpah. But then, 

remembering the rebbe’s counsel, he 

instructed the messenger simply to tell 

his wife that he would come home as 

soon as he could, and that in the 

meantime she should fulfill the 

stranger’s unusual request and invite him 

in. When he arrived about an hour later, 

he found his wife pacing near the 

entrance, exasperated, impatiently 

awaiting him. As soon as she saw him, 

she burst out bitterly, “Not even sitting 

in our dining hall satisfies this beggar; 

he demanded to take a nap in our 

bedroom!” 

“How about a little donation?” 

Moshe dashed upstairs to the master 

bedroom. He could barely believe the 

sight that greeted him: a disheveled, 

crude-looking person, wearing what 

seemed to be more rags and patches than 

actual clothing, sprawled across his bed, 

with the stains and remains of his meal 

spread all over himself—on the hitherto 

fresh linens. As Moshe stood there with 

bulging eyes and mouth opened wide, 

the “guest” looked up at him and 

drawled, “Nu? So, how about a little 

donation? A modest, insignificant sum—

only a measly thousand gold pieces.” 

Moshe wasn’t sure whether to erupt in 

anger or burst into laughter. He was so 

taken aback, he felt powerless to move 
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or speak; he could only stand there in 

stunned silence. 

“If you won’t give me right now one 

thousand cash, I won’t leave!” 

announced the strange beggar defiantly. 

Moshe calmed down a bit from his 

initial shock. Deciding to ignore the 

insult to his honor, he simply offered the 

man a lesser sum. “Fifty . . . a hundred . . 

. one hundred fifty . . .” Eventually he 

offered him 200 gulden—hardly a small 

sum. 

It was as if the man on his bed had 

sealed his ears. He kept arrogantly 

asserting he would take 1000 gulden, 

and not a penny less. Moshe finally lost 

all patience with this rude boor, and 

signaled his servants to remove the 

impudent pest from his presence. But the 

target was much too quick. Before they 

could lay a hand on him, he climbed out 

of the window and disappeared. 

Elijah appears to people according to the 

root of their souls and the level of their 

deeds . . . 

All this occurred just a few hours before 

Lag BaOmer. That night, all the 

chassidim gathered at the tzaddik’s table 

in honor of the occasion. Moshe was 

among them. Rabbi Boruch spoke about 

the divine revelations that are manifest 

on this special day, but that not everyone 

merits to recognize them. Moshe decided 

that this must certainly be an auspicious 

moment to mention his burning request. 

 

The rebbe’s response shocked him like 

an icy hand squeezing his heart: “But 

didn’t you already meet a poor person 

who requested from you one thousand 

gold pieces?” 

Moshe quickly told the tzaddik about the 

impudent beggar who had so crudely 

pushed his way into his house earlier in 

the day. 

“Ach. What a pity!” the rebbe sighed 

softly. “You saw Elijah the prophet, but 

didn’t recognize him.” 

“That vagrant was Elijah the prophet?!” 

Moshe screamed in dismay. 

“Yes,” explained the rebbe. “He appears 

to people according to the root of their 

souls and the level of their deeds.” 

Moshe was truly brokenhearted. He and 

his wife decided to move to the Holy 

Land. They settled in the holy city of 

Safed, where a change came over him 

almost immediately. He no longer 

sought greatness or extraordinary 

revelations. He served G‑d simply and 

wholeheartedly. 

Before Lag BaOmer, he would go to 

Meron and devote himself to serving the 

myriads of attendees who crowded in to 

the tomb area around the clock. He 

rubbed shoulders with the masses of 

simple Jews who came to honor Rabbi 

Shimon bar Yochai, taking pleasure 

from their company and helping to take 

care of their needs. 
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Several years later, in Meron on Lag 

BaOmer, as Moshe was hurrying to and 

fro to help serve the many guests, he 

suddenly saw in front of him a face that 

was burned into his memory: it was the 

“beggar” who had appeared at his house 

so many years ago! 

Moshe froze in his tracks. He stared in 

amazement at the person in his path. 

This time, the eyes that looked back at 

him were no longer outraged and 

challenging; they were bright and shiny 

in the midst of a smiling face. 

Shabbos in Halacha  

Correction from last week 

 

Thank you to an astute reader who 

pointed out a typo: 

 

It should have read: All thick non-food 

substances i.e. wax, soap, cream are 

subject to the melacha of smoothing, and 

may not be rubbed, or spread on another 

surface. [Bars of soap may not be used.] 

_________________________________ 

 Smoothing – ממרח

2. Practical Applications  

 

A. Soaps 

 

It is forbidden to use a bar of soap on 

Shabbos. Liquid soaps may be used; 

however, to abide by a stricter opinion, 

one should add water to the soap so that 

it is very fluid. [There is special 

‘Shabbos soap’ available, which is 

intentionally made very liquid.] 

 

B. Ointments 

 

It is forbidden to spread any ointment, 

salve or cream over a part of the body, or 

to spread it on a cloth which will be 

applied afterward. However, one may 

dab ointment on several spots close 

together, and cover it with a cloth or a 

diaper, allowing it to spread by itself. 

 

This procedure must be followed when 

diapering a baby. In cases of a severe 

diaper rash, a competent Halachic 

authority should be consulted.  
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 בס"ד

 אמורפרשת 

]כא ז[ "ואשה גרושה מאישה לא יקח"  

 

Shmuel Cohen was a Baal Teshuvoh. He and his wife shared a wonderful and happy marriage 

together but were never the less childless for many years. Whatever they tried failed. After a period of 11 

years, they mutually agreed to separate and break up their happy life together. Each would go their own 

way, remarry and hopefully merit to having children. 

Not two weeks after they were divorced, Shmuel heard news from his ex-shvigger that his wife 

was…. actually pregnant! The news was met with mixed feelings. He was happy to know that they would 

be able to have children, and he even considered remarrying her. But on the other hand he remembered he 

was a Kohen and could not possibly remarry his divorcé as a Kohen is forbidden to marry a divorced 

woman. Shmuel felt his world was falling in on him. For days he just wept at the terrible shtoch (mess) he'd 

gotten himself into. His own Rov, although showing much empathy, was not very helpful and could not 

find a way to come up with a heter (permit). One of his friends advised him to ask Reb Chaim Kanyevsky 

for a brochoh and an eitzah (advice). Surely the Godol Hador could help him.  

Arriving at Reb Chaim, his tears flowed freely and Shmuel found it hard to utter a word to the 

Godol Hador. Eventually he managed somehow to say very briefly what had happened. But Reb Chaim 

too was at loss for a solution. He sadly informed him that not all problems have a way out and he might as 

well accept 'din shomayim be'ahavoh'. It was too hard for Shmuel to bear and broke down in tears. Reb 

Chaim held Shmuel's hand and stroked it softly. As he sent him away he added that never the less he could 

try asking his father in law, Reb Elyashiv. 

Doing as Reb Chaim had advised, Shmuel immediately set out for Reb Elyashiv's home. When he 

got the go ahead to enter, he once again cried out his story, holding on his last straw of hope for a solution. 

Thinking for a few minutes, Reb Elyashiv lifted his hands up in despair. He had no halachic solution… 

Once again Shmuel broke out into an uncontrollable sob. Reb Elyashiv added that he did have one piece of 

advice. "Go to the Kosel and cry out to Hashem. Pour out your heart to Him. The gates of tears are never 

closed." 

He thought to himself "If the Gedolei Hador could not find a heter, then what could the Kosel bring?" 

Never the less he reasoned that he had nothing to lose by wailing at the Wailing Wall. So he jumped on the 

next no.1 bus and headed straight for the Kosel. 

Arriving at the wall, Shmuel put his arm on stone wall and let his head rest on his arm. He broke 

down and wailed. He cried and cried and cried without stopping. 

After what seemed like forever crying, and feeling that he had no more tears to shed, he ceased to 

cry and sat down on a chair nearby to rest. A fellow approached him and put his arm around his shoulder. 

"My dear brother, maybe you want to share your tale with me?" the stranger asked in an ever soft voice. 

"Maybe I can be of help?"  

At first Shmuel was reluctant to even lift up his head. But when the stranger asked again in such an 

appealing and calming tone, Shmuel thought it couldn't do any more harm. He had nothing to lose, even 

though he did not dream it would be of any benefit. 

Once again Shmuel retold the mess he'd thrown himself into. About his divorced wife whom he 

could not possibly remarry and the child that was soon to be born. True, the stranger had no solution, but 

he did ask if his parents were still alive. "Your pain is too great to bear alone. Maybe you could share your 

dilemma with your parents and let them give you some words of encouragement." 



Shmuel was not too pleased at the idea. "You see, I am a Baal Teshuvoh. My mother died many years 

ago and my father is far away from the truth. What can they understand about my halachic problem?" 

Never the less, the stranger persisted, "Do you think it would harm you if you tried?" 

Shmuel thought for a moment, trying to visualize how his father would react to what he'd tell him 

his tale. "I give it a fifty-fifty chance," he answered. 

"Nu, so what are you debating about?" The stranger persisted. "Its fifty percent chance more than 

none! Do as I say! You are a 50% winner!" 

Shmuel thanked  the stranger and they parted. He stayed sitting on the chair in front of the ever so 

tall Kosel and thought over the happenings of the previous couple of hours. His friends had sent him to 

Reb Chaim Kanyevsky. Reb Chaim had sent him to Reb Elyashiv. Reb Elyashiv had sent him to the Kosel 

and now while standing at the Kosel he was being advised by some kind stranger to try his own frail and 

old father. Maybe this was all a guiding Hand from Above? He pondered on the idea on flying off to the 

states. 

Having only a father left alive as a close family member, and being confined to some old age home 

in yenneh ek velt, hovering somewhere between this world and the next, Shmuel made up his mind to take 

the next flight leaving from Ben Gurion to America.  

After more than twenty four hours of travelling, he arrived at the receptionist's desk of the old age 

home where his father lived. He introduced himself and asked to be shown his father's room. He was met 

with utter disappointment. The staff was not at all helpful. Due to his father's terrible state, they advised 

him not to enter the room at all. The doctors added that most of the day he slept, and the short time he was 

awake he did not recognize anyone and was not at all sociable.  

Coming from so far, Shmuel refused to give up. Ignoring the staff's orders, he made his way to his 

father's room only to find his father sleeping. Sitting down on a chair, Shmuel once again broke down into 

an uncontrollable sob.  

After some time sitting there and crying, his father actually awoke to the sound of his cry and was 

surprised to see his frum son from Eretz Yisroel sitting at his bedside weeping….. Surprisingly he opened 

his mouth and inquired as to why he suddenly came…..  

Shmuel related the past few weeks' events. 

His father was quiet. Shmuel was not sure if he'd heard all the details or not. Whatever the case 

there was no response and the air felt very heavy and stiff.  

Then the unbelievable occurred. It was now his father's turn to burst out crying! A surprised 

Shmuel was dumbstruck! He waited patiently for him to calm down, and when he did, he asked his father 

for an explanation.  

His father retold the following.  

"When you were a young boy, your parents….were both killed in a car crash. Having no children 

of our own, we willingly agreed to …adopt you and all the years brought you up as our own son. We never 

found the courage to reveal to you the truth, as we did not feel it would make a difference to you anyways. 

Therefore, know my son, you are not a Kohen at all……." 

As his 'father' said these words, he closed his eyes forever….. 

 

The main message of this story is clear. With tears one can get very far.  

What is most remarkable is the timing of the events. Even if only one day was out, and Shmuel 

would have not been able to meet his father and then remarry his true bashert.  

Also, we can note that in actual fact the whole episode, although seemingly a true mess and 

mishap, was actually an eye opener and a realization into his true identity. Having waiting just a few more 

days with the divorce, he might have spared that entire heart ache, but it would only have been short lived. 

Arriving eventually in Olam Ho'emes and learning that he really was not a Kohen, only to learn of his true 

identity after leaving this world. It would be a far greater pain and shock than having to go through it 

down here in this world. 

Although not this week's Perek, never the less in Pirkei Avos the Mishnah notes: " איזהו חכם הלומד"

 A wise man is one who learns from all people. Even from a toddler we can .מכל אדם שנאמר מכל מלמדי השכלתי

learn things. As the Koshnitzer Magid would say that he learnt three things from a baby: 



1. When he lacks something he cries and does not stop until he gets what he wants. So too a Yid, 

when lacking something he so desperately needs, he should cry and not give up! The gates of 

tears are never closed (Brochos 32b) 

2. A baby is always in motion. His hands are constantly moving and trying grasp whatever he 

can. So too a Yid must take care not to stand still doing nothing as boredom brings to sin 

(Kesubos 59b) 

3. A baby is forever happy and does not feel he ever lacks anything. So too every Yid must be 

content with his lot – שמח בחלקו - as Hashem knows best what is the very best for him. 

 

Good Shabbos! 



The issues of Parsha Potpourri in 2019 are generously dedicated 
 לז"נ אסתר בת ניסים יצחק ושמחה ז"ל
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 ויאמר ד' אל משה אמר אל הכהנים בני אהרן ואמרת אלהם לנפש לא יטמא בעמיו
)3-21:2כי אם לשארו הקרב אליו לאמו ולאביו ולבנו ולבתו ולאחיו (   

Parshas Emor begins with a number of mitzvos that are unique to Kohanim (priests), the first of 
which is a prohibition against becoming tamei (impure) through contact with the dead. Rashi notes that 
the Torah’s introduction to this commandment contains an apparent redundancy, with Hashem seemingly 
telling Moshe to relate it to the Kohanim twice. Rashi explains that in addition to telling the adult priests 
to avoid proximity to the dead, the extra command instructed them to also ensure that their minor children 
not become impure through contact with a dead body.  

Rav Yehuda Wagschal of Yeshivas Mir in Yerushalayim notes that this is one of the primary 
examples in the Torah of the topic of chinuch – training our children to in their observance of mitzvos. 
However, considering that the concept of chinuch applies to all mitzvos and to all Jews – not only priests 
– it is difficult to understand why the prohibition against Kohanim becoming tamei through exposure to 
the dead was chosen as the paradigm of chinuch instead of a more general commandment that applies 
equally to all Jews. 

Rav Wagcshal suggests that in selecting this mitzvah to illustrate the concept of chinuch, the 
Torah is teaching us the proper approach to educating our youth regarding negative commandments. 
Many people adopt the attitude that if Hashem proscribes a particular action, it must be reprehensible, so 
they strive to impress upon their children that what the Torah says is assur (forbidden) is deplorable and 
must be avoided at all costs.  

However, this technique cannot be used with the prohibition against priests becoming impure 
through contact with the dead. It will not work to tell a young Kohen that going to a funeral or cemetery is 
repugnant, for if it is so inherently wrong, why are all his friends who are not priests permitted to do so? 
How then should an adult Kohen explain this issur to his children? Rather than focus on the proscribed 
action, he should instead stress how special they are due to their lofty status as Kohanim. Although 
proximity to the dead is not problematic for regular people, it’s not befitting descendants of Aharon who 
serve in the Beis HaMikdash.  

Rav Wagschal posits that by specifically discussing the concept of chinuch in conjunction with 
this mitzvah, the Torah is hinting to us that this is the approach we should take to educating our children 
regarding all negative commandments. Although at times it may work to emphasize the abhorrent nature 
of a particular sin, there are many people for whom the message of “don’t do that because it’s bad” 
doesn’t resonate.  

Therefore, the Torah teaches us that there is an alternative, more positive method of chinuch. If 
focusing on the negative aspects of the sin is not effective, one should instead accentuate the positive: the 
greatness of every Jew. By helping our children appreciate what it means to be a descendant of Avrohom, 
Yitzchok, and Yaakov and how fortunate they were to be born into such an illustrious family with a 
mesorah (tradition) that dates back for thousdands of years, they will intuitively recognize that certain 
actions are beneath them. 
 We find a similar theme in the narrative of Yosef and the wife of his master Potiphar. After being 
sold by his brothers into slavery, Yosef found himself all alone in Egypt, where he was constantly enticed 
to sin. Because Yosef withstood these difficult temptations, he earned the moniker “Yosef HaTzaddik.” 
However, the Gemora (Sotah 36b) reveals that after enduring so much seduction, he eventually reached a 
point at which he was prepared to succumb, but at the pivotal moment, the image of his revered father 
Yaakov appeared to him and rebuked him, which gave Yosef the fortitude to resist and run away. 
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 Rav Wagschal explains that we see from here that as great as Yosef was, the daily temptations of 
immoral Egypt eventually became too much even for him. Although he initially remained strong, his 
internal defenses were slowly worn down until his appreciation of the consequences of sin was no longer 
sufficient to protect him any further. Just as he was about to fall, the only thing that could save him was a 
visual reminder of his true identity. He wasn’t a lowly slave in the most depraved country in the world; he 
was Yaakov’s son, a scion of the righteous Avos (Patriarchs) for whom such behavior was beneath his 
dignity. 
 The lesson of Yosef is also the lesson of the Kohanim in Parshas Emor. As we endeavor to train 
our children to respect the Torah’s laws, it is not enough to drive home the severity of each sin. We must 
also emphasize each child’s inherent good, both as a unique individual and as a vital component of the 
broader Jewish nation. By building them up and helping them appreciate how special they are, they will 
naturally want to refrain from transgressing the Torah’s commandments. 
 
 

...  כי תבאו אל הארץ אשר אני נתן לכם וקצרתם את קצירה והבאתם את עמר ראשית קצירכם אל הכהן 
)51-023:1וספרתם לכם ממחרת השבת מיום הביאכם את עמר התנופה שבע שבתות תמימת תהיינה (  

 Parshas Emor contains the mitzvah known as Sefiras HaOmer – counting the Omer. During each 
successive day of this 7-week period, which we are currently in the middle of, we are commanded to 
count the passing days and weeks. This period begins on the second day of Pesach (16 Nissan), when the 
Korban Omer that permitted the new grain harvest to be eaten was offered, and concludes on Shavuos.  

The Be’er Yosef raises several difficulties with this concept. First, Rashi writes (23:10) that Omer 
is simply the name of a quantity measuring one-tenth of an Eipha. What is the significance of this 
measurement, and why is the entire offering named after it? Similarly, when counting the days and weeks 
during this period, why do we invoke the Omer (e.g. Hayom yom echad ba’Omer – today is 1 day of the 
Omer)? Finally, why is this offering specifically brought on 16 Nissan, a date that seems to have no 
inherent significance?  
 The Be’er Yosef answers all of these questions based on the teaching of the Midrash (Vayikra 
Rabbah 28:3) that the Korban Omer is associated with the Manna that the Jewish people ate during their 
40-year sojourn in the wilderness, regarding which Hashem commanded them (Shemos 16:16) to collect 
and eat one Omer per person each day. When the Jews received their daily sustenance directly from 
Hashem in an openly miraculous manner, it was clear and self-evident that He was the one providing for 
them.  

However, when they entered the land of Israel and the Manna no longer fell for them, they had no 
choice but to being working to sustain themselves. When a person is eating the fruits of his labors, there is 
a dangerous tendency to take credit for one’s success and accomplishments, and it therefore became 
necessary at that time to offer the Korban Omer as an annual reminder that as hard as they worked, the 
true Source of their parnassah was the same Source that provided the daily Omer of Manna for them in 
the wilderness. Why is this reminder specifically given on this date? 

The Gemora in Kiddushin (38a) teaches that the Manna ceased falling during the 40th year in the 
wilderness when Moshe died on 7 Adar, but the people were able to continue eating the Manna they 
gathered until 16 Nissan, at which point for the first time since the Exodus they began working to provide 
for their needs. It is therefore specifically appropriate to bring the Korban Omer, the purpose of which is 
to reminder us of the Manna and to prevent us from falling prey to the natural temptation to take credit for 
our material success, each year on the day that the Jewish people began laboring to provide for their 
physical needs.  

However, this reminder alone is insufficient, as the pull to attribute our accomplishments to our 
efforts and talents is too great. Therefore, we follow it up by invoking the Omer during our daily counting 
over the ensuing seven weeks. The Maharal teaches that the number seven is associated with teva 
(nature), so it is appropriate to count for seven weeks, each consisting of seven days, in order to fully 
ingrain within ourselves that as natural as it may seem, our income and financial success ultimately comes 
from Hashem, a message that we should focus on each day when we count the Omer. 
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Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources that discuss them): 
 

1) The Torah commands us (Vayikra 21:8) to sanctify the Kohanim and to treat them respectfully, 
giving them precedence and priority in all matters. Does this include allowing Kohanim to skip to 
the front of a line? (Bishvilei HaParsha) 

2) The Torah lists (21:16-24) the blemishes which disqualify a Kohen to serve in the Temple. Is a 
left-handed Kohen disqualified from serving in the Temple, and if so, does it make a difference if 
he trains himself to write or perform other activities with his right hand? (Ayeles HaShachar) 

3) The Torah forbids us (22:32) to desecrate Hashem’s name, which our Sages teach (Yoma 86a) is 
the greatest sin a person can do. Is there any way to repent for this sin? (Rabbeinu Bechaye) 

4) Even though the Torah seems to require (24:17-22) “an eye for an eye” – that somebody who 
harms another person shall be punished by having that same wound done to him – the Gemora 
(Bava Kamma 83b-84a) teaches that this shouldn’t be taken literally. Rather, the damager must 
financially compensate his victim for the harm that he caused him. Why did the Torah write this 
law in this manner which could easily be misunderstood if this isn’t its true meaning? (Chazon 
Ish Kovetz Igros 3:102) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) Rav Elyakim Devorkas suggests that this should be dependent upon a dispute regarding the nature of 
the obligation to honor Kohanim. The Shulchan Aruch HaRav writes that we must honor them even in 
non-spiritual matters in order to show that they are intrinsically special and holy, while the Pri Megadim 
maintains that the obligation extends only to giving them precedence in spiritual matters. According to 
this latter opinion, there should be no requirement to allow a Kohen to skip to the front of a line. He adds 
that Rav Elyashiv argues that even according to the first opinion, there is no obligation to honor a Kohen 
in a manner which will cause a loss of valuable money or time, such as additional waiting in line. 
 
2) The Gemora in Bechoros (45b) rules that being left-handed is considered a blemish, and a left-handed 
Kohen may not serve in the Beis HaMikdash. Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman writes that even if he trains 
himself to write with his right hand, this would not make a difference due to the fact that by nature he is 
left-handed. He adds that a Kohen once asked the Steipler if he should train his left-handed son to use his 
right hand for this reason, and the Steipler replied that there is no need to do so, as Chazal teach 
(Sanhedrin 91b) that when Moshiach comes, all illnesses will be cured, and the son will be right-handed 
and fit to serve in the Beis HaMikdash. 
 
3) Rabbeinu Bechaye points out that this prohibition is immediately juxtaposed to the mitzvah to 
sanctify Hashem’s name. He suggests that the appropriate repentance for a person who has acted in a 
manner which desecrates Hashem’s name is to try to undo the damage by sanctifying His name. 
 
4) The Chazon Ish explains that one of the purposes of the Torah is to teach us proper character traits, 
and by studying its laws and mitzvos, a person can acquire accurate values and outlooks. The greater the 
punishment prescribed by the Torah for a sin, the more a person should be repulsed by it and distance 
himself from it. Therefore, even though the actual punishment for physically harming another person is 
financial in nature, the Torah expressed it in stronger terms, implying that the damager will be punished 
with the loss of whatever limb he injured, so that we should appreciate the severity of hurting another 
person and take the necessary precautions to avoid doing so. 
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Kesubos 10b) states that the word "vbnkt" (widow) 
is derived from the fact that a widow who remarries will only 
receive a vbn (100 zuz) from her Kesubah upon the dissolution of 
that marriage, whereas a not previously married woman's 
Kesubah provides her with 200 zuz. The Gemara continues that 
the Torah itself uses the word vbnkt prophetically as a precursor 
to the future, even though it was the Chachomim of later 
generations who established a Kesubah and its varying amount$. 
The Gemara (Rosh HaShana 29b) makes a similar statement 
regarding the description of Rosh HaShanah as a vgur, ouh and as 
vgur, iurfz, deriving that when Rosh HaShanah falls on Shabbos 
it becomes a vgur, iurfz and no Shofar is blown (except in the 
Beis HaMikdash). As this restriction on Shofar was also 
established by Chachomim of later generations to prevent 
carrying (as it was for Lulav as well), the phrase "vgur, iurfz" is 
therefore also characterized as a prophetic znr to that future 
decree. The Oneg Yom Tov suggests that for this reason, the 
Pesukim in Parshas Emor distinguish between the several mitzvos 
described for the month of Tishrei. Yom Kippur and Succos are 
placed by the Posuk in "vzv hghcav asj" - this 7th month, whereas 
Rosh HaShanah and the introduction to the mitzvah of Lulav are 
defined as being simply in hghcav asj, without the word vzv. As 
the original ohrmn ,thmh was on a Thursday, the first following 
Rosh HaShanah presumably fell on Shabbos. As such, although 
the mitzvos of Yom Kippur and sitting in a Succah are always 
applicable, even on Shabbos, Shofar and Lulav are not, and 
presumably would not have applied that year. Therefore, the 
Posuk used the word vzv, referring to that year, only for  Yom 
Kippur and Succos.     

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
The Gemara (Berachos 24b) says that one should not raise his 
voice in Shemona Esrei, because it implies that Hashem can’t 
hear him otherwise. Why then does the Gemara (Sotah 32b) say 
that one should daven quietly so as not to embarrass sinners ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(When would 4 kosher Sefarim be read from  vkhj,fk on one Shabbos ?)  
If Rosh Chodesh Nisan fell on Shabbos, 3 Seforim are read from: 
Parshas HaShavua, Parshas HaChodesh and Rosh Chodesh. If 
the Tzibur had neglected to read Parshas Parah the previous 
week, since the Taharah of Parah is still relevant before Pesach, 
a 4th Sefer should be removed and Parshas Parah read as well 

DIN'S CORNER:  
The Shulchan Aruch (j"ut 128:14) rules that Nesias KaPayim 
(duchaning) may only be said in Lashon HaKodesh. The Mishna 
Berurah notes that if a Kohen is unable to do so, he should walk 
out before the Shliach Tzibur reaches vmr. The Mishna Berurah 
(101:16) adds that when one davens on behalf of a sick person 
not in his presence, he must daven only in Lashon HaKodesh.  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Shabbos 21a) states that there are various oils that 
one may not use to light Shabbos Licht. Abaye asks, if one uses 
one of those oils, but adds some permissible oil, is that allowed, 
or is there a concern that permitting such a combination might 
lead to one using only the impermissible oil ? Rabbah replied: 
ihehksn ihta hpk ihehksn iht - one may not light (with the 
combined oils) because one may not light, which suggests that the 
prohibition is based on a Gezeirah. R' Akiva Eiger notes that the 
Torah uses a similar format with regard to a blemished Kohen's 
ineligibility to participate in the Avodah, where the Posuk says: 
creh tk oun uc rat aht kf hf …creh tk oun uc …rat …aht - a 
blemished Kohen does not participate because a blemished Kohen 
does not participate. Rashi understands this to mean that it is not 
respectful to the Avodah that a blemished Kohen participate. 
However, there are certain blemishes which are so insignificant 
that they would cause no disrespect to the Avodah, yet they still 
render the Kohen ineligible. It may be therefore, that ineligibility 
for blemishes is based on the Gemara (Zevachim 26a) which 
states that when a Kohen performs the Avodah, he and his Bigdei 
Kehunah must be entirely within the Azarah. If even his hair is 
not completely within the Azarah, the Avodah is invalid. This is 
derived from sgun kvt kt otucc, which describes the 4 Bigdei 
Kehunah which the Kohen must be wearing for the Avodah. As 
such, a blemished Kohen cannot be within the Azarah in his 
entirety because he is "missing" the results of his blemish. 
Therefore, the Posuk states that a blemished Kohen may not 
perform the Avodah oun uc rat aht kf hf because aht kf - the 
"entire" person (without blemish) must be present.  The Gemara 
(Yoma 23b) derives from ohrjt ohsdc acku that a blemished 
Kohen is still eligible to perform Terumas HaDeshen - collecting 
and removing the ashes from the Mizbeyach. Even though 
Terumas HaDeshen is also part of the Avodah, a Kohen is not 
required to wear all 4 of his Bigdei Kehunah to perform it. As 
such, since this part of the Avodah does not require all 4 Begadim, 
it also does not require an "entire" Kohen without blemish.     

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
One of R’ Chaim Kanievsky’s grandchildren told R’ Chaim about a man  
who went away for Shabbos just as a heavy snowfall began. His 
neighbor was afraid that if the snow in front of his house would remain 
undisturbed on Shabbos day, that thieves would realize he was not 
home. The neighbor wished to know if it was permitted for him to walk 
up to the house on Shabbos morning to create footsteps and deter 
thieves. The vkta was, may footsteps in the snow be made where they 
are specifically created for the sake of their appearance. R’ Chaim said 
that the neighbor may do so with a Shinuy – wear the right shoe on his 
left foot and the left on his right foot. However, is not switching shoes 
this way one of those things that is vjfak vae – it causes memory 
loss ? R’ Chaim smiled as he started to sing jufak iht iu,ca ouh.     

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sorscher family. 
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ויאמר ד' אל “ 21:1

משה אמר אל הכהנים 

בני אהרן ואמרת אלהם לנפש לא 

 ”יטמא בעמיו

“Hashem said to Moshe: Say to 

the Kohanim, the sons of 

Aharon, and you shall say to 

them that to a dead person he 

shall not become impure 

among his people.”  Why does 

the Posuk say that they should 

not become Tamei to the 

“Nefesh” instead of saying that 

they should not become Tamei 

to the “Meis”, the dead person?    

The following Divrei Torah 

will expound on this topic, and 

support the P’shat offered in 

the closing paragraph.  

 – ר' שמשון רפאל הירש 

ויאמר ד' אל משה אמר אל “ 21:1

הכהנים בני אהרן ואמרת אלהם 

 This – ”לנפש לא יטמא בעמיו

Parshah deals with the special 

holiness of the lives of the 

Kohanim.  The usual format of 

the Torah is, “ דבר אל בני ישראל

אליהםואמרת  ” while here the 

Torah uses a different Loshon 

of, “ אמר אל הכהנים בני אהרן ואמרת

 denotes דבר The term  .”אליהם

stating the concept in concise, 

general terms, whereas אמר 

denotes explaining the law in 

detail, appealing to both mind 

and heart.  דבר differs from אמר 

as speaking differs from 

telling.  To speak is to express 

an idea; whether there is 

anyone listening is 

immaterial.  However, 

“telling” implies 

communication.  When a 

person is alone, he can speak, 

but he cannot tell.  The מדבר 

gives precise expression to an 

idea, whereas the אומר conveys 

an idea to the mind of another, 

fully explaining and 

developing the idea.  

Accordingly, in the Torah דיבור 

is the concise and exact 

expression of the Mitzvah as 

given to us in Torah 

Shebiksav, whereas אמירה is 

the full explanation as handed 

down to us through Torah 

Shebal Peh.  An אמורא 

(Amorah) is one who interprets 

what he has heard; and thus, 

the אמוראים, are the 

interpreters of the Mitzvos, 

and the successors of the תנאים. 

 ,comes from the word תנאים

 to repeat that which – ”שנה“

they heard – they handed 

down to their disciples what 

they received from their 

masters.  The world was 

created with the עשרה מאמרות, 

and we were given the  עשרת

 The word used for  .הדברות

Creation is אמירה because it 

immediately materializes in 

the object to which it is 

addressed.  The word used to 

tell us of the ten 

commandments is דיבור, for the 

fact that it was pronounced 

does not necessarily mean that 

it will automatically be 

accepted and fulfilled.  The 

Posuk here regarding the 

Kohanim revolves around the 

 The ideas that are  .אמירה

stated here in terse sentences 

were explained by Hashem to 

Moshe in detail, and their 

meaning and content must 

likewise be communicated to 

the Kohanim, so that they may 

understand these matters and 

take them to heart.  Moshe was 

to speak to the Kohanim as  בני

 meaning to explain to ,אהרן

them that their Kehunah 

derives from their being 

descendants of Aharon.  They 

must recognize and be aware 

that their Kehunah does not 

come to them on their own 

merit, but is transmitted to 

them by birth.  Kehunah is a 

task that is assigned to a 

person at birth, a task where 

one is born and raised, so that 

in the future it will absorb 

one’s whole life.  Therefore, 

even as the Kohanim are to 

view themselves as בני אהרן, so 

should they view their children 

as future Kohanim and raise 

them for the duties of their 

tribe.   

אמר אל “ 26:6 – ויקרא רבה 

הכהנים הדא הוא דכתיב: יראת ד' 

 Tehillim – ”טהורה עומדת לעד

 ”יראת ד' טהורה עומדת לעד“ 19:10

– “The fear of Hashem is pure, 

enduring forever.” Rebbe Levi 

said: Because of the fear that 

Aharon Hakohen had for 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu he was 
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Zoche that his portion of Torah 

was given to him, and will not 

depart from him, nor from his 

sons, nor from his descendants 

until the end of all generations.  

Which portion is this referring 

to?  This is a reference to the 

Torah portion dealing with the 

prohibition for Kohanim to 

come in contact with a dead 

body, as the Posuk says: 

Hashem said to Moshe: Say to 

the sons of Aharon.   

 Vayikra – מתנות כהונה 

Rabbah 26:6 “מיראה שנתיירא” – 

This fear that the Medrash is 

referring to is the fear that 

Aharon had in accepting the 

position of Kohen Gadol.  

Aharon did not want to serve 

as Kohen Gadol out of awe and 

fear of Hashem, and would not 

accept it until Moshe 

convinced him to accept it. 

Aharon was fearful that he had 

wrongfully benefited from the 

anointing oil.   

 Vayikra Rabbah - רד"ל 

 That which – ”זכה ונתנה“ 26:6

Aharon was Zoche to, and was 

given by Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

is a reference to this portion of 

the Torah, which was given 

uniquely to Aharon and his 

descendants.  Even after the 

Bais Hamikdash will be 

destroyed and the holiness and 

purity of the Mikdash service 

will no longer exist, the 

holiness and purity of the 

Kohanim will still remain with 

respect to the prohibition 

against coming into contact 

with a dead body.   

ויאמר ד' אל “ 21:1 – רש"י 

משה אמר אל הכהנים בני אהרן 

 ”ואמרת אלהם לנפש לא יטמא בעמיו

– The Torah uses the 

redundant wording of, “say,” 

followed by, “and you shall 

say” – “להזהיר גדולים על הקטנים” 

– to enjoin adults with regards 

to minors.  

 Vayikra – תפארת שמואל 

Rabbah 26:6 – The Medrash 

tells us that in the Zechus of 

the Yirah of Aharon Hakohen, 

he and his sons were Zoche to 

have this portion of the Torah 

given to him, and remain with 

his descendants until the end 

of all generations. The Zohar 

Hakodosh says that there are 

two types of Yirah: Yiras 

Ha’onesh, and Yiras 

Haromomos, fear of 

punishment, and fear due to 

the recognition of the 

greatness of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  Yiras Ha’onesh, fear of 

being afflicted with Yisurin, is 

called fear that is dependent 

upon something.  However, 

Yiras Haromomos is when one 

has fear from the greatness of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu and the 

recognition that He is the 

Ruler over the entire world, 

fear that is not dependent 

upon anything – thereby 

making this true Yirah.  This 

type of Yirah is one that can be 

entrenched in his soul and his 

very nature, being that he 

believes it to be true, and 

really recognizes it.  The 

nature and the soul of a father 

is what he gives over to his 

children, so that his children 

can have that same soul and 

nature.  This is something that 

can be passed down from 

generation to generation, 

while Yiras Ha’onesh is not 

passed down, for it is just for a 

time that a person fears 

punishment.  Fearing 

punishment does not become a 

part of the nature of a person, 

and is thus not passed down to 

one’s progeny.  Tehillim 112 

אשרי איש ירא את ד' במצותיו חפץ “

 Praised is the man“ – ”מאוד

who fears Hashem, who is 

ardently devoted to his 

commandments.”  The Gemara 

in Avodah Zara 19 qualifies 

this Posuk, and says that 

praised is he who has a great 

desire to perform the Mitzvos 

of Hashem, and not one who 

wants the reward for those 

Mitzvos.  The Posuk is 

teaching us that one should 

have Yiras Hashem that is not 

dependent upon anything.  His 

Yirah should not come from 

fear of punishment, nor should 

he perform the Mitzvos of 

Hashem in order to receive 

reward.  He should serve 

Hashem through Yirah, for he 

recognizes the greatness of 
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Hashem, and thus has Yirah 

and seeks to perform the 

Mitzvos – unconditionally.  

This is something that 

becomes a very part of an 

individual, and is that which is 

passed down to future 

generations.  This is what 

Rashi is telling us when it says 

that the Torah uses a double 

Loshon of אמירה here  להזהיר

 The way of the  .גדולים על הקטנים

soul and the nature of a father, 

is that which he can pass down 

to his children – his children 

can inherit.  The Medrash tells 

us that this Posuk is connected 

to the Posuk in Tehillim that 

this Yiras Hashem is pure and 

enduring forever.  From the 

Yirah of Aharon Hakohen, he 

was Zoche to this Parshah in 

the Torah, and was Zoche to 

have it remain with his 

progeny forever.  The reason 

for this is because Aharon 

Hakohen had the proper 

Yirah, Yiras Haromomos, and 

that which can be passed down 

from generation to generation.    

ויאמר ד' “ 26:4 – ויקרא רבה 

אל משה אמר אל הכהנים... זה 

יום  שאמר הכתוב )תהילים יט:ג(

 The Posuk of – ”ליום יביע אמר

 is connected to ”אמר אל הכהנים“

the Posuk in Tehillim, “Day to 

day utters speech, and night to 

night speaks out.”   

 Vayikra – ברך משה 

Rabbah 26:4 26:4 “ אל  ויאמר ד'

משה אמר אל הכהנים... זה שאמר 

הכתוב )תהילים יט:ג( יום ליום יביע 

 What is the connection – ”אמר

of this Posuk from Tehillim 

with the Posuk of Moshe 

speaking to the Kohanim here?  

The Arizal explains that the 

reason that we make Brochos 

every day of, “ עשני גוי, ושלא שלא 

 is for when our ”עשני עבד

Neshomos leave us when we go 

to sleep at night, and the 

Neshomos of Goyim or Avodim 

do not connect to our holy 

Neshomos, and we are Zoche to 

receive back our pure and holy 

Neshomos in the morning.  

This is not something that we 

should take for granted, rather 

it is an Avodah that we must 

work on in order to be Zoche to 

receive a pure and holy 

Neshama return to us in the 

morning.  We say every 

morning, “ אלקי נשמה שנתתי בי

טהורה היא אתה בראתה אתה יצרתה 

ה משמרה אתה נפחתה בי ואת

 My G-d, the soul that“ – ”בקרבי

You placed within me is pure.  

You created it, You fashioned 

it, You breathed it into me, You 

safeguarded it within me.” 

Why were Chazal Mesaken 

that we say this everyday, 

when really it should be 

enough for every person to 

bless and praise Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu once in his life for 

giving each of us a pure and 

holy Neshama?  However, 

based on the Arizal above, we 

can explain that the intention 

of this Brocha is for the Zechus 

that we are Zoche to receive 

“the return of our Neshama” 

each and every morning, a 

pure and holy Neshama, and 

that our Neshomos were not 

switched with the Neshama of 

a Goy or Eved.  It is for this 

that we thank Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu and say, “ שנתתי בי

ביום הזה – ” – we are thanking 

Him for giving us back our 

Neshama – on this day. “ ואתה

 We thank – ”משמרה בקרבי

Hakodosh Boruch Hu for 

safeguarding our Neshomos 

overnight, and ensuring that 

our pure and holy Neshomos 

are returned to us in the 

morning.  Now that we are 

Zoche to have a holy and pure 

Neshama, one should want to 

nurture his Neshama so that it 

remains alive with Kedusha at 

all times.  The advice for one to 

accomplish this is to fear 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and to 

follow the Mitzvos of the 

Torah.  The main purpose of 

them all is to be Osek in Torah 

as much as possible, and that 

will save him from following 

the Yetzer Hara, who seeks to 

get one to turn away from the 

path of Hashem.  As the 

Gemara in Kiddushin 30b 

says, “ בראתי יצר הרע ובראתי לו

 I created the“ – ”תורה תבלין

Yetzer Hara, and I created an 

antidote for it – the Torah.”  If 

you will attach yourself, and 
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continuously busy yourself 

with the Torah, then you will 

be protected from the Yetzer 

Hara.  The Alshich Hakodosh 

asks, why the Posuk here says, 

 that one should ”ולנפש לא יטמא“

not become Tamei from the 

Nefesh, instead of saying that 

which is more accurate,” ולמת

 that you shall not – ”לא יטמא

become Tamei from the Meis.  

The Torah hid this message in 

the command to the Kohanim 

to remain Tahor, that the 

Kohanim are not to cause their 

Nefesh, their holy and pure 

soul from Above – which we 

are Zoche to receive anew 

every day, and not receive one 

from a Goy or Eved, to become 

Tamei.  The Medrash tells us 

that the Posuk in Tehillim tells 

us how to keep our Neshomos 

pure and holy.  “ יום ליום יביע

 One must be Osek in – ”אומר

Torah - specifically using his 

mouth, as it says in Eiruvin 

54a – “כי חיים הם למוצאיהם” – 

that one should bring forth 

words of Torah from his 

mouth.  If one will be Osek in 

Torah every day, then, “ ולילה

 every night – ”ללילה יחוה דעת

when your Neshama goes up to 

Shomayim, you need not 

worry, for your Neshama will 

be infused with דעת, which 

represents the essence of the 

Neshama.  By learning Torah, 

one saves himself from the 

clutches of the Yetzer Hara, 

and ensure that one follow the 

correct path of Avodas 

Hashem.     

 21:1 - עבודת הקודש 

ויאמר ד' אל משה אמר אל הכהנים “

בני אהרן ואמרת אלהם לנפש לא 

 Why does the – ”יטמא בעמיו

Posuk say, “ולנפש” and to the 

“Nefesh,” the Kohen is not to 

make himself Tamei?  There 

are three parts of a Yid’s soul: 

Nefesh, Ruach, and Neshama.  

When a Yid dies, the Ruach 

and Neshama leaves, and 

returns back to where it came 

from Above, as it says in the 

Posuk in Koheles 12:7 “ והרוח

 – ”תשוב אל האלקים אשר נתנה

“And the Ruach returns to 

Hashem, Who bestowed it” – 

and certainly the Neshama is 

also returned. However, the 

Nefesh, which is of a lower 

level and was attached more to 

the Guf, that remains in the 

world below.  The evil spirits 

take hold of it, and causes 

there to be Tumah, being that 

it no longer has the Ruach and 

Neshama to ward off these evil 

spirits.    

 Now we can understand 

why the Torah used a Loshon 

that the Kohanim are not to 

become Tamei to a “Nefesh”.  

This is not just a command 

that the Kohanim are to follow, 

but is what they must 

understand.  They must 

understand what the essence 

of their own Neshama is and 

what is the essence of every 

Jewish Neshama.  There is 

much Kedusha there, and they 

must harness that Kedusha, 

and bring it forth.  While this 

Parshah is exclusive to 

Kohanim, it is also a lesson for 

the rest of Klal Yisroel. The 

Kohanim spend their time 

performing Avodah to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu on 

behalf of Klal Yisroel.  They 

must understand this 

message, the message of the 

importance of the Nefesh, and 

how they must remain Kodosh.  

It is also a message to the rest 

of Klal Yisroel to value what 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave 

each and every one of us – a 

holy Neshama from below the 

Kisai Hakovod, and we must 

cherish it.  We must seek to 

become Kodosh, and to truly 

recognize the greatness of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  While it 

is important for us to know the 

great deficiencies of man 

versus Hashem, more 

importantly we must recognize 

the greatness of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, and this will bring 

us to Yiras Hashem and 

Ahavas Hashem.  May we be 

Zoche to truly recognize 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu in this 

world, and to have a true Yirah 

and Ahavah for Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.   
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 אמור 
At the end of the פרשה we meet the מקלל. He was a Jewish person that publically cursed 'ה. He was the 
son of a Jewish woman, שלומית בת דברי, but his father was a מצרי. Is such a person חייב מיתה? No one, 
even משה רבנו, knew what to do with him. He was arrested and held in captivity until the verdict came 
from 'ה to משה. Yes, he was סקילה – חייב מיתה. The פסוק writes: 

 .תו אבן, ובני ישראל עשו כאשר צוה ה' את משהוויוציאו את המקלל אל מחוץ למחנה וירגמו א 

The רמב"ן asks on the לשון of the פסוק: Once it says וירגמו אותו אבן (they stoned him), what is the 
continuation "ובני ישראל עשו כאשר צוה ה' את משה" – what else did they do? To this, the רמב"ן answers, 
that these words aren’t referring to a new activity. Rather, it describes the method and the intentions 
of the stoning. The Yiddin didn’t get a ‘kick’ out of stoning this רשע. It would have been almost natural 
if their כוונה would have been, “This is going to be fun! Stone the rasha!” But that is not what happened. 
The פסוק is telling us, 'ובני ישראל עשו כאשר צוה ה - they acted 100% as they would have for any other 
  .and not out of personal feelings כבוד שמים They acted entirely for the sake of .מצוה

The תפארת שלמה offers a novel approach. He explains that in the same way that an ill person is 
sometimes physically contagious, with יותרוחנ  we find this too. If there is a רשע with bad thoughts or 
intentions, it will affect all those in his vicinity. The mere existence of the מקלל is a threat and an 
interference to the 'עבודת ה of the entire כלל ישראל. With this, he explains the וירגמו אותו אבן :פסוק – 
they killed him – they rid themselves of this spiritual barrier. And then,  ובני ישראל עשו כאשר צוה ה' את
  .משה told ה' as עבודת ה' were able to return to their proper בני ישראל the ,משה

Yet, it’s worthwhile to explore the story deeper. Who was the מקלל? The רשמד  tells us that his father 
was דתן. The דתן of דתן and אבירם. As you might have expected, he wasn’t married to a great צדקת. She 
was called שלומית בת דברי because she enjoyed saying שלום to everyone – even the men. And she was 
 was out of the house דתן One day when .יחוס didn’t have the best מקלל a chatterbox. So this – בת דברי
(fist-fighting with אבירם), a מצרי invaded the house, and the result was none other than the birth of the 
 It .מצרי and ‘took care’ of the ,שם המפורש uttered the ,מצרי found the משה רבנו ,The next day .מקלל
appears from the מדרש that the מקלל didn’t know the story. It appears that דתן and his אשת חיל decided 
to hide the facts. Eventually, דתן and his family were swallowed up together with all of the קרח 
followers. The מקלל wasn’t a follower, but he was family. Therefore, he was assumed to suffer the same 
end as his parents. Yet, in truth, he wasn’t the son of דתן. He wasn’t swallowed. This made ‘quite a 
noise’. Eventually, everyone found out that he wasn’t really part of any שבט and they didn’t allow him 
to reside anywhere. So he turned to דן, because at least that was his mother’s שבט. It didn’t work. 
Mothers determine Jewish-ness not Shevet-ness. So he took them to a דין תורה to משה רבנו. He lost. 
Then someone informed him of what happened to his מצרי father and how משה killed him with the  שם
 And that was .שם המפורש the – ה' and he lost it. When he heard that, he began being cursing המפורש
the end of the מקלל.  

What do we need to learn from him? If one analyses his behavior, he will notice that it didn’t have to go 
this way. When he heard of what happened to his paternal father (the מצרי), he had two choices. He 
could have (and should have) said, “That sick מצרי. This is what he did to my mother?! This is what he 
did to me?! ב"ה that משה רבנו killed him. I owe him so much הכרת הטוב. How did he do it? With the  שם
 .is!” But no, he chose to see things in the opposite direction שם המפורש that ברכה Wow, what a ?המפורש

     ירושלם תובב"אעל ידי 'קהל בית תפילה' רמת אשכול                 
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He decided to take the opportunity to curse instead of praise. Why did this happen? Because he was 
mad and it was difficult to think straight. But he paid dearly for his error.  

This test happens to us constantly. We always have two ways at looking at our lives – positively or 
negatively. If we ‘lose it’, we’ll probably choose the wrong one. One can slip on the stairs and fall. He 
looks at his torn pants and knee and now he has to choose. Will it be all anger and blame, “who didn’t 
clean the stairs properly? Who built such a precarious staircase? Why did 'ה let this happen to me (and 
my new pants)?” OR he can say, “Wow, look – nothing happened. Just a small tear in the pants – it can 
be sewn. Just a small tear in my knee – doesn’t need to be sewn! ב"ה my teeth are all still there. My 
bones aren’t broken. What a חסד!!”.  

If today we lose money or health, or face a grumpy spouse, we can either look at all of the good that 
we do have or we can remain focused on today’s discomfort and turn it into an unmovable mountain.  

If we get into the habit of choosing the right response before we face a bad fall, it will become second 
nature and we’ll be able to weather all storms with the right attitude.  

  הלכה למעשה 
 

 פסח שני
 מקור
 at טמא if one was ,בית המקדש It is called so because at the time of the .פסח שני is (this Sunday) י"ד אייר
the time of the הקרבת קרבן פסח (or any other אונס which didn’t allow him to bring it), he would instead 
bring the קרבן פסח on this day. He would eat it together with מצה and מרור. ( שניות פסחים פרק ט'מ ) 
Some say that it is called פסח שני because this ‘make-up’ קרבן is brought in the אייר – חודש שני. The משנה 
calls it  קטןפסח  because it’s only for one day and not seven. (ר"ה פרק א' משנה ג' ותוס' יו"ט שם) 

The יו"ט of פסח שני 
The מדרש tells us that this day of פסח שני is one of the ימים טובים of 1.כלל ישראל 

Why י"ד? 
The יעב"ץ says “גילו לי מן השמים” (the heavens revealed to me) that the reason why we have פסח שני on 
צותמ they took along מצרים went out of כלל ישראל is because when י"ד אייר . These מצות lasted until  ט"ו
 chose ה' That is why .י"ד אייר was on ”אמונה of מצות“ This means that the last day of having these .אייר
this day to be the make-up day of the (סידור יעב"ץ) .קרבן פסח 

 קל ארך אפים/למנצח – תחנון/יהי רצון
On פסח שני, one says קל ארך אפים and למנצח. One does not say תחנון or יהי רצון after קריאת התורה. 
However, on ערב פסח שני at תחנון ,מנחה is said.2 

Eat מצות 
Many are נוהג to eat מצה on פסח שני. This is to remember the time of the shechting of the קרבן פסח 
which took place on "ד ניסןי  in the afternoon.  

The מצות must be Pesach-dic.3 It’s also best to have שמורה matzah.4 

Visit our website: beistefillahramateshkol.org 

                                                           

ילקוט שמעוני פרשת פינחס רמז תשפב "אמר רבי לוי בכל חדש וחדש ]שבקיץ[ בקש הקדוש ברוך הוא ליתן לישראל מועד,  1
בניסן נתן להם פסח, באייר נתן להם פסח קטן, בסיון נתן להם עצרת, בתמוז היה בדעתו ליתן להם מועד גדול ועשו העגל ובטל 

שנה ויום הכפורים והחג, א"ל הקדוש ברוך הוא לאחרים הוא פורע ושלו אינו נוטל תן תמוז ואב ואלול, ובא תשרי ופרע להם ראש ה
 "לו יומו, ביום השמיני עצרת תהיה לכם זש"ה תן חלק לשבעה וגם לשמונה.

באב רמ"א סימן קלא סעיף א' וז"ל "ואפי' בימים שאין אומרים תחנון אומרים למנצח, מלבד בר"ח וחנוכה ופורים וע"פ ועיו"כ וט'  2
 )מנהגים וע"ל סי' תקנ"ט(". וע"ע מ"ב שם סוף ס"ק ל"ה.

 כך שמעתי ממו"ר הגר"י ברקוביץ שליט"א 3
 הגדה של פסח 'חיים לראש' )להגר"ח פאלאג'י זצ"ל(  4
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