
 wudu ivfv kt tcuvu ostc vhv, hf ,grm gdb(y-dh)?hvn vcua,  
    d 'vbwwwweeeevvvv    rrrrvvvvuuuuzzzzcccco,ugnan ohgdbva rtcn ohgdbv ihbg ,usut rcsk utucc 

tuva ehsmv kt tuck uhkg kyun zt ostv kg ohruxhv ohrrug,nafu 'wohruxhw
thv v,ugnan wruvyw rnut ivfvafu 'ohruxhv ,chx hvn uk rntha hsf ivf ,bhjc
ukta uk vkdn if kgu 'uhagnc ohn, tuv uhbpk snugva uase jurc vtur ehsmva
ohruxh ov ohruxhv ukta v,ugnan wtnyw rnutafu /wvcvt ka ohruxhw ov ohruxhhv
snugv vz rcga ohtyjv kg ohtc ohruxhv ukta rhfn ehsmva ubhhvu 'eurhn ka
ohznur utur rjtk vuumn ivfva ,utruvv kfu 'vcua, lrs ehsmv uk i,ub ztu 'ukun

/urgmn kmbhhu ubueh, kg tucha hsf rxhh,nvk vrun ehsmva vcua,v hfrs kg
ihta ub,ut ,snkn vkuf varpv kf hf ohsnk ubhtmnb ausev rvuzv hrcs rutk    
vcv vcua, ka venug kg sungk khfab ifta hsfu 'lfc vn ka rcs vcua,v
ohgdb obah ohngpk vbv /ubue hbpk ,umr,vk vfuza sg rxhh,nv ka ufkvn vzjbu
hrv ubhbhbgku 'kev vrenc uvz ';fh, o,uvn ,t rhfnu shn ovhkg snug ivfva
rfzbv vrencu 'urgm ,t ,ub,k hsf rxhh,nv vbup uhkta ehsmv ot hf ubht ivfv
ehsmva .pjv vz uvhn hrva 'tmh tk iuhzc hshn ,tz kfc kev vrenv ubhva ;t kg
vcua,v hfkvnc khj,vk uhkg ubuhzc vuuhja rjt eru ?u,kuuhtc rhfhu uhkg yhch
,gca vbjnk .ujn ssc ,caku ,tmk uhkg kyun kfk vkhj, 'vru,v uhkg vkhyva
ibuc,ha hsf vz kfu 'u,rvy rsxc khj,vk kkf rapt ht ohnhv ukt hsgkcnu 'ohnh
vyrj kkfk tucku ucck rcak u,kufhc vhv, zt eru ',"hav ,uksdcu tyjv enugc
ohkufh ohnh wzv lan ohrca hrcak ucck rcak ,kufhv uk i,hba rjt eru ',h,hnt

 

 vbav hasjk ofk tuv iuatr ohasj atr ofk vzv asjv(c-th ,una) 
   at,htsfu 'ohxhb uc ,uagk u,ezhj) ,mnht iuatr" ohrnut asujv ,arpk ;xun

of,kutd og vzv asujc khj,,a w,hxhb vdvbvw ka vzv aushjv] vzv asujv 'r"nc
wuheukt wv rat hudv hratw s"vv '[ofkhcac] ofk [er tuv ',hgcy kg lrsc ohrmnn
hatr uc gce unkugc v"cev rjcan '[hgcy kgu heukt lrsc ung dvb,na 'ubhhv]
[ka w,hgcy kg vdvbvw] ka asuj atr uc gce uhbcu ceghc rjcafu 'ohbau ohasj
kg lrsc] ktdhk ihsh,g ucu [,hgcy kg lrsc] ohrmnn ktrah uktdb uca vkutd
asujc vnhkav vkutdc] w,utkpb ubtrt ohrmn .rtn l,tm hnhfw wtba '[,hgcy
ucu ',ufrcv ,t cegh kche ucu///[{/t"h v"r} wktdhk ihsh,g ixhbcu uktdb ixhbcwa 'ixhb
arsnc t,htu 'wofk tuv iuatrw rntba 'vgua,k ovk atr tuva ktrahk znhr
tuvaf 'ohasjv rtac tkt ubht ut 'ixhb vz rnut v,t 'ixhb vzv asujvw 'cuy jek
asuj tuv vz ht vtru tm 'wvbav ,pue, ;hxtv dju vbav ,tmc ;hxtv djuw rnut
'hra, tkt tmun v,t ihtu 'hghca trebu uc vtmuh vbau vpue,u ;hxtu dj uc aha
ifu 'ixhb tuv iuatrv asujva snk huv 'hghca asuj tuv hra,a ,snka rjtku
una treb vnku 'wixhb asuj tuv iuatrv asujcw r,xt ,khdnc d"vf habt uc,f

 

ot ,utrku ureck hsf vbjnk .ujn ivfv tmuh ztu 'vcua,k vfz ifta ,uk,k
',grmv tpr,ba ;fh, ivfv rhfn lfc vfz otu 'hgcsf vyrjv v,hv ift
uhkg kyun ihhsg lt vfz rcf vyrj kkfk ift 'u,rvy ruphx o, tk ihhsgu
lfc eru 'tyj hshk lkhvu itfn tuch tka hsf r,uhc uprg ghbfvku ucck lfrk
uhkg kyun vyujav ruphmv osn uhkg oheruza rjt if kgu 'urcg kg od vmr,h
.upjh tukv ifa iuhfu 'vbjnv lu,k xbfhvk uk i,hb zt eru 'urga kf ,t jkdk
tku uhrfn uc ubhjch tka hsf u,hc hk,uf ws lu,c unmg ,t rhdxvk ,ujpv kfk
uhktn icun 'ukvtk .ujn ohpxub ohnh wz ,cak uhkg vagnk lt 'ovhbhgc vzc,h
lfcu uhrca kg ohrca uk ;xu,h ztu ohturv hbpc r,,xvk uk keuh tk d"vfca
tk 'ohmrnv uh,ubcre ,t thcvk ,uarv uk i,hb z"f rjtu 'uckc vtrhv rsjh
usngca hsf 'ohburjtv ohnhv wzc ujnmba ohbyev uh,urga ,t cua jkdna hbpk

/hgcsf vcua,k vfuz ift ztu 'vgbfvv thac vhvh icrev ,tcv ,gac wv hbpk 
od if kgu 'r,uhc ouyt tyujv cka ohngp obah lt 'kev vrenc tuv vz kf     
ubhtu ;mev tmh vn kg ;fh, rhfn ehsmv iht ehsmv kt vbupu rxhh,na rjt
vaev uprg ghbfha hsf ohnh ,gca urdxk uhkg ztu 'tnyk ut rvyk ot gsuh
lrum ahu khgun tk vz od ohngpku 'utyjc rhfvk ehsmv kufh ift zt eru
kga vgbfv ka ,nhhuxn vshnk vkhj, vfzha hsf tuv vz kfu ',hba urhdxvk
hrsxc khj,vk uhkgu 'vcua,k rafun ubht ihhsg zt odu 'tyj ifta rhfh vsh

/,h,hnt vyrju vgbfv hshk vfza unhfxh ohnav ina sg ohrfzbv vrvyv
rcgv kg vyrjv vnv vcua, ka ohhrehgv ohtb,va kga snkk ,tz kf   
vhvh ,"hav /vftknv thv vke tka ,gsk ostv kg kyun kct 'sh,gv kg vkceu

/,h,hntu vbf vcua,k ubfzh u,knjcu 'vnatu tyj ouac kafb tka ubhrzgc 
ohbaua jrpk (w,urhjk ,uscgn utmh ucu 'ktrahk ohxhb ohagb uca 'ixhb
ihc h,hhgr if 'ohjujv ihc vbauafw cu,fv oa kg 'vbauak ohkanbv ktrahk)
,kutdc vhhre r,p rzghkt hcr 'wudu vbauaf 'ohrhav rha arsnc t,htu 'w,ubcv
lf 'yekhvk vkgck thv vae ohjujv ihc vbu,b thvaf uz vbaua vn 'ohrmn
,jek tuck ohvkt vxbv utw s"vv 'v"cev hbpk vae v,hv ktrah ka i,kutd
'whud cren hudw tkt 'itf ch,f iht whud cren ogwu wog cren hudw-whud cren hud uk
uktdha ,b,ub ihsv ,shn v,hv tk if otu 'wufu ohkrg uktu ohkrg ukt uhva
ihktdb ktrah uhv tk vgucac unmg ,t v"cev rxta hkukhtu///okugk ktrah
ohrmn ,ukcx ,j,n of,t h,tmuvu wv hbt ktrah hbck runt ifkw s"vv 'okugk
cr rnt 'whkg ,hck h,gcab ifkuw rnt ,ts vn tuv vguca tkt wifkw ihtu 'wudu
'itm hrsg) ohtky /([ihsv ,shn ka] wthburycw-wlng gurzc ,ktdw ch,f 'vhfrc
vbac) oherp gcrtc (obhsc) ohevk uc (wohase itmw ohtrebv h"bck hubhf tuvu
obhv /(ovca iuatrv tuv uc aha jxpv dja '[/z"y v"r wg] wovc iushb okugvwa
,uthmun ,ubkhtvu ohtas vtkn .rtv ovca) ohfrucnv ohnh (ixhb asuj hnh)
ohfrup ochtc (;rujv lanc usrha vfrcv hnad) aueknu vruh(u 'ovh,urhp ,t
,urhpu vtuc,c) ohfhctc (jf ohb,ub) ,, jf(u ,urhpvu vtuc,v lu,c ihgeuc)

/(vfrv vtuc,v ,t ,ukacnu) "ohfurp chct thkevk knrf 'ohfr(v

R’ Yisroel Salanter shlit’a (Ohr Yisroel) would say:

     “w,grm gdbk urac rugc vhvu ,rvc ut ,jpx ut ,ta urac rugc vhvh hf ostw - Why is the Parsha of Negaim listed right after

Parshas Shemini? Because the previous parsha dealt with kosher and non-kosher foods, while Negaim are a result of

people who speak evil against another person. In our world, people think that words do not matter and if someone speaks

lashon hara, it is not so terrible - certainly not as bad as eating non-kosher food. Thus, the Torah comes to teach us that

in fact, Negaim are much worse than Treif food, because talking bad about another person is like killing another person.”
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Rebbe, R’ Shmuel Shmelka Horowitz of Nickolsburg zt”l would say:

     “wwick lpv gdbc rgauw - We have a Talmudic principle that forbidden items are wohaac kuycw (nullified in 60 times more of a

permitted item), however, wkhyc tk ;ktc ubhnc ihnw (two of the same type cannot be nullified even if there is 1000 times more).

This can be applied to sin. If a person sinned unintentionally or out of weakness, there is hope that by the time he turns 60

(ohaa), he will nullify his sin and do Teshuvah. But if one sins because he is a wihnw - a blaspheming Apikorsis, and remains

steadfast in his w,ubhnw, then even if he were 1000 years old, he will never nullify his beliefs, and continue to sin till he dies.”

A Wise Man would say: “Be so happy that when others look at you they become happy too.”

(4) zf:oa vrurc vban 'z:dpe (3) t:tr j"ut (2) /zn ,ufrc (1)
d:oa (7) sh:tr (6) s:tr (5) t:tr c"nc tcuv
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"Matnas Kehuna” - Whose Money is it Really? - Chulin 130b
The Kehilos Yaakov explains that there are 2 ways to view ,b,n
vbuvf. 1) Like Tosfos, who holds that these “matanos” belong to the
whole shevet of Kohanim, but since one is permitted to give it to any
Kohen he chooses, there isn’t one specific claimant. Thus, if one is
mazik (damages) vbuvf ,b,n, he is ost hbhsc ruyp, but still obligated
to pay back ohna hbhsc. 2) The second way is like the Ran. He holds
that once the vbuvf ,b,n have been set aside, it has a din of hefker

that can only be acquired by someone in the vbuvf hyca. It is iunn
repv which only Kohanim can be vfuz in, but there isn’t anyone

specific that has a ,ubunn in it. Thus, he is ruyp even ohna hbhsc.
The Steipler zt”l offers a sharp tbhn tepb (difference) between the 2
views. According to Tosfos, if the entire shevet of Kohanim would file a
class action suit against this Yisroel, he would be forced to pay it back
even ost hbhsc. According to the Ran, though, this class action suit
wouldn’t help since the issue isn’t a lack of a claimant; rather there isn’t
a monetary claim to be paid back for the damage, because it is Hefker.
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         A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (122)
Honoring a Talmid Chacham: Zimun. One more related
halacha regarding honoring a Talmid Chacham at a meal, is at

the end of a bread meal, if there are three ore more people who
ate together. In such a case, there is an obligation to bentch in a
collective way, known as “Zimun” where one leads the bentching

and the others answer. Chazal tell us (1) that the greatest (in Torah)
among those eating together should be the one to lead the
bentching, and this is is brought in Shulchan Aruch (2).

Zimun: Then and Now. To explain this halacha and its details
fully, we must discuss the way people did a Zimun in the days of
the Mishna and Gemara, in contrast to the way we do it now. In
the earlier days, the classical Zimun was when one person said
the entire bentching and was motzie the other eaters who just
listened and answered a few phrases at the beginning, as we do.
Then, they just listened to the rest of the Birkas Hamazon from the
leader and answered Amen to each beracha. Later on, as the
power of concentration steadily declined, the Poskim were afraid
that people would not be able to concentrate properly for the full
length of bentching. Their minds might wander to a level that they
would not be yotze and they will not fulfill the mitzvah of Birkas

Hamazon. Thus, they instituted a new method. Everybody recites
the first beracha quietly along with the leader who is saying it out
loud. After that, everyone bentches by themselves beracha by
beracha, with the mezamen (leader) finishing off each beracha

out loud, and they answer Amen. This way, they will surely fulfill
the mitzvah of bentching and still have a collective bentching to
fulfill the extra mitzvah of Zimun. This is all explained in
halacha (3). Although, one might think that only in the olden
days when the mezamen said the whole bentching for everyone,
it was a large enough honor to give to a Talmid Chacham, the

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

Pri Megadim (4) stresses that even nowadays when the mezamen

is not motzie all, it should still be given to the Talmid Chacham.
Overriding Factors. The above is true when the host is not eating
with the others, or each one is eating his own food. If, however, the
host is eating with others, he has the right to give bentching to
whomever he wishes, even one who is not a Talmid Chacham. (It
is interesting to see how the  Shaar Hatziyon (5) proves this from
the Gemara.) He can also take the honor for himself, if he so
chooses. When they did it the old way, the usual conduct was that
the host would give the honor to a guest who would recite a special
blessing for the host. Nowadays, when every person says his own
bentching, it is a mitzvah upon everyone to say the beracha for the
host, see Shaar Hatziyon (6) and Aruch Hashulchan (7).



     How many thousands of books have been written on the millions of miraculous details involved in the process of birth.
The Zohar describes this mind boggling phenomenon by saying, "wv lhagn ucr vn". How awesome is the works of Hashem!
When a healthy baby is born to a young couple, it is often of the greatest and most unappreciated blessings in the world. It is
human nature to assume that all will go well and every tiny organ and cell being formed will be correct. Only when
something goes wrong k"r, do we realize how much chessed is involved in the process. We must appreciate the miraculous
hand of Hashem in conception, pregnancy, birth and raising a healthy child. It is not to be taken for granted. The Zohar also
describes the spiritual process that takes place when a neshama is being prepared to be placed in a newborn baby. First, the
neshama is split into two. One half is placed in a baby boy and the other is placed in a baby girl. These two children grow
up, and if they are zoche, they will meet and reunite in marriage. They then become, once again, a whole neshama. 
    Many have asked: what does the Zohar mean with the words, “If they are zoche”? Doesn’t everyone marry the other half of
their neshama? Isn’t one’s zivug preordained 40 days before conception? (/c vyux) The Steipler Gaon zt”l (L’shichno Tidrishu)
explains that the zechus of marrying the other half of one’s neshama is a "vnhse ,ufz" - it is an opportunity that is given to every
single individual. If Reuven is the bashert for bas Shimon, then Reuven will be given the chance to marry her before he marries
anyone else. Any other shidduch will be prevented min Hashamayim from occurring until Reuven and his preordained zivug
meet. Once they’ve met, though, it is not conclusive that they will get married. It is their free choice, like any other mitzvah.
They can take the shidduch or push it away for any number of reasons. But they have the choice. May we all make the best
of the choices we are given to make the right decisions, and see the miracles Hashem places before us at all times.JJ JJ oo oo
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    A woman is obligated to bring a korban, a sheep or bird sacrifice, after giving birth to a child. If she does not have
enough money to offer an animal, she may bring two birds - turtledoves instead. We find this concept by other sacrifices as
well, however, the Torah uses a different terminology here: "va hs vsh tmn, tk otu" - “if it (money) does not come to her
hand for the sheep” - the posuk is not stressing the fact that she is poor (ks) but that the money “did not come to her hand.”
     I once heard a beautiful pshat in the name of the Alter Belzer Rebbe zt”l. He said that although a woman who just gave
birth may in fact lack the financial stability and comfort to afford what she needs, just like a metzora in next week’s parsha;
but after having a baby - such a joyous occasion, such a priceless gift - she cannot be called "ks" - poor. One who is blessed
with children is the richest person in the world! The Torah changed the wording here, alluding to this important lesson.
Monetary possessions are only for this world while our children and grandchildren are our nachas and riches even when
we are in the Olam HaEmes. They continue to elevate their parents and send them “gifts” and zechusim in the Next World.  
    As Yom Tov approaches and the bills get bigger, we often struggle under their weight and the amount we are spending.
But ultimately, spending time with children and eineklach is our greatest treasure. And it’s well worth it. May Hakadosh
Baruch Hu grant refuos and yeshuos to all who need it this chodesh as we all davened for in Rosh Chodesh bentching.
Two days before going to print, we were informed of the news that Rav Chaim Yosef Kofman zt”l, author of this column, the
Machsheves Halev, passed away. He was 84 years old and he was zoche to see many children and eineklach following in the ways

of the Torah. He was an inspiration to us all and we will miss him and his remarkable Divrei Torah. ohbp kf kgn vgns wv vjnu

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 //// rfz vskhu ghrz, hf vat(c-ch)

 wudu iezc ut atrc gdb uc vhvh hf vat ut ahtuyf-dh)(
    It is well known that when people go to R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a to receive a beracha or ask a shaila, in many
cases he will tell them to either cut their hair short or grow their beard. He also tells people to keep their payos out, not
behind their ears. He was once asked by his son-in-law, R’ Mordechai Tzivyon shlit’a, why he told a person with facial
issues to grow his beard and R’ Chaim responded, “A beard is a person’s Hadras Panim (glory of the face). If one grows
his beard, he has a real Hadras Panim. His issues which affect his Hadras Panim will be healed when he grows a beard.”
      On another occasion, a religious infertility doctor was treating a non-religious couple. They had been married for quite
some time and did not have children and were becoming quite depressed. On one of their visits, the doctor said to them, “I am
afraid our treatments are not helping. I do not know what else to do medically, but if you are interested, there is a great
Tzaddik who lives in Bnei Brak, and perhaps if you went to him for a beracha, he can help you in a miraculous way.”
     The husband was doubtful about this. He had never been to a Rabbi before and he didn’t believe in this stuff. “Look, you
can go see him but the way I look - do you think he’d even agree to see me?” The doctor assured him that R’ Chaim saw all
types of people and if he was interested, he would take the husband into to see the Rav himself. Reassured, the man agreed.
    The doctor accompanied the irreligious man to Bnei Brak a few days later and managed to get in to see R’ Chaim. As they
walked into the room, the doctor spoke to R’ Chaim and told him that this man was married for a number of years and was
not blessed with children. He was here today to receive a blessing from the Rav.
       R’ Chaim lifted up his holy eyes and looked at the non-religious man. The first thing he noticed, was that the man had a
huge hairdo and a ponytail hanging down the back of his neck. R’ Chaim said to the doctor, "lkuv tk vz ?ohab h,a" (literally,
“Two Females? This cannot work.”) R’ Chaim is a man of few words but when he speaks, every word counts. What he
was saying was that this man had hair akin to a female, and if so, how can two females give birth to a child? 
     “What should he do?” asked the doctor, unsure if R’ Chaim was joking with his words or serious.
     “Cut your hair,” R’ Chaim said to the man in Hebrew, “and you will see benefit.”
     The doctor heard his words and replied, “But Rebbi, it is now Sefiras Haomer. Should he cut his hair now?”
    R’ Chaim told him to wait until Lag Baomer and then cut his hair. The man was so taken aback by the Rav and his powerful
words that on the morning of Lag Baomer, he took a haircut and cut off his ponytail, as well as trimmed his hair. Not
coincidentally, his situation improved and within a short time, he came to report the good news that his wife was expecting.
     In the sefer Lachazos B’Noam Hashem, the author tells an interesting story about an Arab cleric who thought very highly
of himself. Every Friday, he would deliver a fiery sermon in his mosque and in the course of his words, he would whip his
followers up into a frenzy against the Jews of the city. He would concoct ridiculous visions that he saw in his prophecies, all
telling him to warn his fellow Muslims against the Jews and to do them harm. When Friday prayers let out, the Jews would
barricade themselves in their homes and shops, to avoid any confrontations with the frenzied mob from this Sheik’s mosque.
     One Friday, a Jewish man dressed up as a Muslim and decided to take matters into his own hands. He waited until the
cleric had delivered his sermon and as he was leaving his mosque, he walked up to him and said, “Oh honored Sheik. I had a
vision that the prophet came to me and told me that you are the most honored Sheik in the whole world. He also told me that
if I could just get one hair from your beard, it will protect me all my life and I will surely enter the portals of Paradise.”
      The Sheik was flattered by these words, and plucked a hair from his beard. The Jew kissed his hand and thanked him.
When all his followers saw what he did, they too demanded a hair from his beard. The Sheik plucked one, then another, then
another, from his face - but the already frenzied mob could not wait and they pounced on the suddenly hapless cleric. They
pulled and plucked and ripped every last hair from the man’s face. He was left mutilated and beardless for the rest of his life!

   ohr, h,a vjeku va hs vsh tmn, tk otu
 ,tyjk sjtu vkgk sjt vbuh hbc hba ut  (j-ch)

 treh tny tnyu vygh opa kgu wufu gdbv uc rat gurmvu(vn-dh)
llllyyyynnnn: Chacham Yehuda Adess zt”l recalls an amazing
story. During the 1948 War of Independence, which the
State of Israel fought against her enemies, an artillery shell
was launched from an Arab position into one of the small
enclaves in Meah Shearim. The shell hit a gas line and a
fire erupted. It is a small neighborhood with close houses,
and the potential for a catastrophic event could have burned
down the whole neighborhood. However, less than thirty
seconds later, another shell hit the same area, this time it
landed directly on a water line, which exploded sending up
streams of water and dousing the gas line before it could
spread. It was a truly unbelievable miracles. 
     Many people wondered about this. “Obviously,” they put
forth, “Hashem did not want the neighborhood to burn down
or people should get hurt, because if that was meant to be, He
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wouldn’t have sent the second missile. In that case, why did
Hashem send the artillery shell to hit the gas line in the first
place? Why bring missile number one to cause the fire and
then missile number two to put out the fire?”
    The answer, given by Rabbi David Sutton shlit’a (Daily
Emuna), is that maybe the local residents needed a little fear
of the first fire to cause them to pray and rely on Hashem to
bring the second shell and the water to put out the flames.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Medrash tells us that the kohen makes a loud
pronouncement that the man afflicted with tzaraas is impure.
This is done so other people should hear and pray for his
recovery from the affliction. The person, too, must sit in
isolation and contemplate what he did wrong to deserve the
affliction and daven to Hashem to be forgiven. Everything in
life has a cause and effect. With regard to the leper, his sin of
Lashon Hara caused him to be afflicted. He can effect great
change by having people - and himself - daven for his relief.
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 /// onhn, rec ic rp asjv ouhcu(u-un ktezjh)
   Yechezkel HaNavi describes the various sacrifices that
will be offered during the seven-day inauguration ceremony
of the third Bais HaMikdash. Many important events have
taken place in the month of Nisan; notably, the redemption
of the Jews from Egypt, the Mishkan was first assembled
on Rosh Chodesh Nisan, and the Mizbeach was inaugurated
into service during the first 12 days of Nisan. 
   The first mitzvah commanded to the Jewish people was to
base the Jewish calendar on the phases of the moon, yet also
make it consistent with the solar seasons. This complicated
calendar must be edited and revised to accommodate all the

minor discrepancies. Why make things so complicated?
   R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson zt”l (Lubavitcher
Rebbe) explains that time was the first creation in the world;
thus, the sanctification of time is of sacred value to Klal
Yisroel. Jewish “time” is based on the moon with monthly
rises and falls, and minor solar adjustments. Like the moon,
Jews have times of spiritual ascent and decline, however, one
might need to utilize a dash of the sun’s continuity to remain
on course. Life can become creative with this continuous
self-revitalization, but it must always remain grounded in
unequivocal truths, faithfulness and consistency. It is no
simple task to merge the two calendars, lunar and solar, but
Jews aren’t afraid of working hard to achieve perfection.



SAVED BY SYMPATHY
Adapted from Touched by a Story by Rabbi Spero, with permission of the 
copyright holders, ArtScroll / Mesorah Publications, Ltd.
 
“Rebbe! My wife and baby are in danger!”

Pinchos ran into the Nadvorner Rebbe’s shul in 
Tzefas. His wife had been in labor for hours, and the 
doctors said neither she nor the baby would make it. 
Panic-stricken, Pinchos begged the Rebbe to daven.

 “It will be all right," the Rebbe said. "I promise you.”

Pinchos ran back to the hospital, where his wife and 
baby were fine. She gave birth to a healthy baby boy.

The chassidim told the Rebbe. One curious chassid 
wondered how he could have known it would be fine.

“A few days ago we were starting Mincha when a 
beggar came in," the Rebbe said. "He walked around 
collecting. One by one, men placed coins in his hand.  
But when he got to Pinchos, there was a huge clatter. 
The beggar threw the entire handful of change at him 
and lashed out in a tirade about Pinchos, one of the 
sweetest people in town.

“Pinchos quietly walked over to the beggar and pulled 
out his checkbook. ‘I am so sorry you felt slighted…
what can I give to help?’

“Even the beggar was shocked. Pinchos knew the 
man was in pain and embarrassed after the scene he 
had created. He knew the yelling was not directed at 
him. He wrote the man a check, wished him well, and 
sent him on his way.”

“The Gemara tells us that the world is upheld in the 
merit of those who keep quiet at the time of quarrel. 
If the entire world is upheld for these great people, 
surely Pinchos’s wife and child would be saved.” 

MAN-MADE MONTHS
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with permission from 
the publisher. 

As the Jews stood on the threshold of the future, Hashem showed Moshe 
and Aharon the new moon, saying, “This renewal shall be for you a beginning 
of new moons.” This verse contains two distinct mitzvos: kiddush hachodesh, 
the marking of each month with the new moon; and the beginning of the 
year with Nissan, the month of our redemption.

This command is not introduced by the typical formula of “vayomer…dabru 
el kol adas Bnei Yisrael,” but is addressed primarily to Moshe and Aharon. 
This confirms that kiddush hachodesh is entrusted to the nation’s highest 
authorities, like Moshe and Aharon, to whom it was said “hachodesh hazeh 
lachem,” implying “edus zu tehei mesorah lachem.”

From this mitzvah of kiddush hachodesh al pi re’iya—determining the 
beginning of the month by the sighting of the recurring new moon—critics 
conclude that Jews originally lacked mathematical knowledge of the lunar 

The Torah tells us that when we thank Hashem after eating, we 
must thank Him for the good land He gave us. When people are 
wealthy, they often tend to forget that the source of their wealth 
is Hashem—they attribute their success to their own intelligence.

For this reason, right after the mitzva of birkas hamazon, the 
Torah warns us not to think that it is “my strength and the might 
of my hand that has made for me all this wealth.”  

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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cycle. This is absurd. It is obvious that no 
calendar can be based solely on seeing the new 
moon, especially if it is cloudy. Moreover, the 
expectation that someone will see the moon 
assumes that you have already calculated the 
probability of seeing it.

Indeed, from Torah shebaal peh we learn that 
Rosh Chodesh was based on astronomical 
calculations, which served as a check on the 
witnesses. If no witnesses appeared on the 
thirtieth, the thirty-first became Rosh Chodesh, 
even if the new moon was not sighted.

The laws of kiddush hachodesh reveal that it is 
more than just an astronomical determination 
of the calendar. While precise calculation is 
behind these laws, it is not the movement of 
celestial bodies that determines our months.

If the new moon was visible to the beis din and 
all of Israel on the thirtieth day, or witnesses 
who saw it were examined but beis din did not 
have the chance to pronounce “mekudash”—“it 
is consecrated” —before nightfall, the thirtieth 
day does not become Rosh Chodesh, even 
though everyone knows the new moon is here. 
The month begins on the thirty-first. It is not 
the astronomical event but the action of the 
Jewish community that determines the month.

If our months and holidays were tied exactly to 
planetary phases, the lunar cycle automatically 
setting the moadim, we would be bound by blind 
nature. The practice of Rosh Chodesh would 
lend support to the idolatry of nature worship.

But this dangerous illusion must be challenged. 
It is not the moon that produces the month; 
it is not nature that Rosh Chodesh celebrates. 
Rather, each time the moon reunites with the 
sun and reflects new light, G-d wants to shine 
His light on His people, no matter where they 
may be or what darkness they have seen.  

THE FAST OF GEDALYA
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Few things are stranger than the history of the Jewish people. On the one 
hand, we are the only nation to experience a revelation from the Creator. We 
witnessed countless wonders and eventually took possession of our homeland 
in a most miraculous way. We are the “kingdom of nobles and a holy people.” 
Extraordinary tzaddikim have always been present among us.

On the other hand, however, some of the most wicked people in history have 
come forth from us, and brought calamity upon the nation. The events that 
took place shortly after the destruction of the first Beis Hamikdash are an 
example of just that.

The destruction of the Beis Hamikdash was accompanied by a horrific 
slaughter in Yerushalayim. The city was burnt, and the Jews who survived 
were marched into exile to Bavel. But Nevuchadnetzar had no intention of 
letting the fertile land of Yehuda become a wasteland. He had his general, 
Nevuzaradan, appoint Gedalya ben Achikam governor, selecting some of the 
poorest people to tend the fields and vineyards. Gedalya told the settlers that 
they had no reason to fear, because Nevuchadnetzar had no intention to harm 
them. They were to busy themselves with crops and live in the surrounding 
cities.

Gedalya was living in Mitzpah, and all the Jews who had run away or gone 
into hiding during the Churban flocked to him there. There was hope for a 
continued Jewish community, albeit relatively small, in our Holy Land. But it 
was not to be.

An officer named Yochanan ben Kareach came to Gedalya with a warning. He 
and a number of other officers knew that a Jew named Yishmael ben Nesanya, 
motivated by jealousy over Gedalya’s position, had been hired by the king of 
Amon to assassinate him. They pleaded with Gedalya to let them do away 
with Yishmael. But Gedalya refused to believe them, concerned that he would 
transgress the sin of accepting lashon hara.

In this case, however, he was wrong. He was not only allowed but obligated 
to protect himself in case the slander was true. When Rosh Hashana came, 
Gedalya invited Yishmael to be his guest, together with ten men who were 
accompanying him. During the meal, they assassinated Gedalya.

The last Jewish community in Eretz Yisrael lasted less than two months. This 
tragedy closed a chapter in the annals of our history, and for this reason the 
nevi’im established the fast day of Tzom Gedalya.  

FLASH MEMORY

How much information is contained in a cell?

The first flash drives held 256 KB. Today they come in sizes of up to 512 GB! But the human body 
has even greater capacity. A single gram of DNA holds as much information as 1,000,000,000 
CDs—yes, one trillion. Most human cells have DNA that contains three gigabytes of 
information. With an average of 50 trillion cells in a human body, the information stored is 
about 150,000,000,000,000,000 bytes. Engineers are trying to develop computers that use 
DNA storage technology. Such computers would work at cooler temperatures and store far more 
information than to today’s crude devices. “Crude,” that is, compared to G-d’s design.   

Adapted from Hashem.com
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Q: A friend approached me and requested a 
favor. He wanted to rent a car for a week, but 
didn’t have a credit card. He asked if I could rent 
the car on my credit card and register him as an 
additional driver. I agreed to do the chessed, and 
we went about it in a way that avoided ribbis (see 
Business Weekly #202).
When I received my credit card statement at 
the end of the month, I was astonished to find 
that I was still being charged for the rental car. 
When I called my friend, he apologized, but then 
stopped answering my phone calls. I went to the 
car rental office and explained the situation. They 
suggested that I take their spare key, locate the 
car, and return it, and they would then terminate 
the rental and stop charging my card.
That night, I strolled around my friend’s 
neighborhood, found the car and returned it to 
the rental agency. My friend had left his computer 
in the car, and I took it as a mashkon (collateral) 
to ensure that he would repay the full amount 
charged by the rental agency.
The next day, my friend called the rental agency 
to inform them that the car had been stolen. They 
told him that I had returned the car, and that he 
could call me to retrieve his computer.
Was I allowed to seize his computer as a mashkon 
until he repays me?
A: When someone uses his friend’s credit card 
to purchase something, the bank that issued the 
credit card does not recognize him as a party 
in the transaction. Instead, the bank views the 
charge as though the cardholder instructed them 
to pay the seller (in this case, the rental agency) 
for the transaction, and it holds the cardholder 
liable for that amount. Essentially, then, you lent 
your friend the amount he charged to your card, 
because he is liable to you, not to the bank.
At the outset of a loan, a lender may demand a 
mashkon as collateral. But once he already loaned 
the money, the Torah (Devarim 24:10) prohibits 

“I’m going away for a month,” Ari said to his 
neighbor Shmuel. “Would you be able to 
watch my bike while I’m gone?”
“No problem,” said Shmuel. “Bring it over in 

the afternoon.”
When Ari brought the bike, Shmuel moved it to his backyard and leaned it against a 
tree.
“I’ll put it away later,” Shmuel said. “I want to straighten the basement today. Enjoy 
your trip!”
However, Shmuel got involved with other matters and didn’t have time to organize 
the basement. He forgot to put Ari’s bike away and it remained under the tree.
The following day was windy. Shmuel returned home from work and found that a 
large branch had broken off the tree and smashed the bike!
Ari returned from his trip a month later. “I’d like to pick up my bike,” he said to 
Shmuel.
“You’ll never believe what happened!” exclaimed Shmuel. “I didn’t get around to 
putting away your bike, and a large branch broke the following day and smashed it. 
There was nothing I could do about it.”
“Why was the bike outside, though?” asked Ari. “It could easily have been stolen from 
the backyard. It was negligent of you to leave it there unlocked!”
“I was busy that day and forgot about it,” said Shmuel. “In any case, the bike wasn’t 
stolen. It was smashed due to circumstances beyond my control, oness. I had no idea 
that the branch was weak.”
“That’s true,” acknowledged Ari. “Still, had you put the bike away in the basement, the 
oness wouldn’t have happened.”
“But the fact that a branch broke and fell 
down is not my fault,” argued Shmuel. “It 
wasn’t expected.”
The two approached Rabbi Dayan. “I 
asked Shmuel to watch my bike,” Ari said. 
“He didn’t put it away and a branch fell 
down and smashed it. Is he liable?”
“The Gemara (B.M. 42a) teaches the 
principle “Techilaso bi’peshia v’sofo b’oness 
— chayav,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “This 
means that if the guardian was initially 
negligent with the entrusted item, even 
if it was ultimately lost through oness, 
circumstances beyond one’s control, he 
remains liable.
“For example, if a person hid entrusted 
money in a place where there is danger 
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Q: Is there a need for adding a little “bonus” (hachraah) when weighing with 
an electronic scale?
A: We mentioned last week that the seller should tilt the scale slightly to the 
customer’s benefit (hachraah) or add a little sechorah. 
Some justify the practice nowadays not to add. They maintain that where the 
practice is not to add, everyone is mochel and buys with this understanding, 
so that hachraah is not required, since the main purpose of hachraah is to 
avoid cheating the buyer. Nonetheless, they conclude that a G-d-fearing person 
should add something (Maharam Shick, C.M. #30).
Some point out that electronic scales automatically calculate the price based 
on the weight and don’t allow adding to the scale, negating hachraah. They 
suggest that the seller can set the empty scale to a slight minus or lower 
the price slightly, so that hachraah is factored in. Furthermore, according to 
the aforementioned Maharim Shick, hachraah is not required when this is the 
common practice (Pischei Choshen, Geneivah 14:[22]).

WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURES #7
Electronic Scales

him from demanding a mashkon in the words: Lo savo 
el beiso la’avot avoto — You shall not enter his home to 
take collateral (codified in Shulchan Aruch, C.M. 97:6). 
Although the Torah specifically mentions entering the 
borrower’s home, the halachah is the same if the lender 
stands outside the borrower’s home and demands 
collateral against his will. Furthermore, he may not 
accost the borrower outdoors and seize an item he is 
holding (Sma, ibid. 7, following the ruling of Rambam 
and Shulchan Aruch). 
What if a person did not seize a mashkon from the 
borrower but accessed an object that was already 
out of the borrower’s domain? For instance, if the 
borrower gave the lender (or someone else) an object 
to safeguard, and the lender now wants to seize that 
item as collateral for the loan, is he allowed to do so? 
The Shulchan Aruch (C.M. 4:1) rules that this is permissible, 
and Poskim deliberate whether this would also pertain 
to an object belonging to the borrower that was sitting, 
unguarded, in the public domain (Chiddushei Harim 97:3; 
see Kesef Hakodashim). The Yeshuos Yisrael (4:3) argues 
that the lender may not seize the borrower’s belongings 
that are being safeguarded by someone else or are in 
the public domain; he considers this akin to taking them 
directly from the borrower’s property. 
Although these halachos would seem to indicate that 
you acted incorrectly in seizing the computer, in your 
case, you were in fact permitted to retrieve it from the 
rental car, for two reasons:
1) You didn’t really seize anything from the borrower. 
You simply returned the car, which you were entitled 
to do to avoid further charges on your credit card. The 
mitzvah of hashavas aveidah then obligated you to take 
your friend’s possessions from the car and return them 
to him.
Since you were permitted — and even obligated — to 
take possession of those objects, you are now allowed 
to keep them as a mashkon.
2) The prohibition against seizing a mashkon is limited to 
cases involving a loan (see Shulchan Aruch, ibid. 97:14). 
By keeping the car longer than the week you agreed to, 
your friend became a mazik by racking up debt on your 
credit card without your permission. In such a case, 
you are entitled to seize a mashkon, as long as you are 
willing to settle the case with him as soon as he makes 
himself available (ibid. 4:1; see Business Weekly #198).

money matters

of fire and it was stolen, or where there is danger of theft and it was burned,” 
continued Rabbi Dayan, “the guardian is liable. Had he placed the money in a 
properly secure place, such as a safe, it would have been protected; the oness 
might not have occurred” (C.M. 291:6,14).
“Still,” asked Shmuel, “ultimately, wasn’t the money lost through oness?”
“We view the oness that ultimately occurred as a continuation of the initial 
negligence, even if there is only a remote connection,” explained Rabbi Dayan. 
“Similarly, if the guardian left the item where it could be easily stolen and it 
was stolen by armed bandits, he is liable, since had he left it in a secure place, 
perhaps the bandits would not have come” (Sma 291:10,23; 303:15).
“What if the oness was completely unrelated to the initial negligence?” asked 
Ari.
“This is disputed in the Gemara (B.M. 36b),” replied Rabbi Dayan. “For example, 
someone left an animal where it could be easily stolen, but it died naturally. 
It would have died even had it been in a safe place; this oness is completely 
unrelated to the initial negligence. Rava exempts the guardian, whereas Abaye 
holds him liable. The halachah is according to Rava, that the guardian is exempt” 
(C.M. 291:9; Sma 291:15).
“There is a further dispute between later authorities regarding a rare oness that 
subsequently occurred,” added Rabbi Dayan. “For example, the guardian left 
the entrusted item outside, and it rained where rain is very rare in that season” 
(Shach 291:14; Machaneh Ephraim, Shomrim #30; Pischei Choshen, Pikadon 3:3-7).
“Thus,” concluded Rabbi Dayan, “since the oness here relates to the initial 
negligence of leaving the bike out, Shmuel is liable.”
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employee and an oness occurs, the employee is 
not obligated to refund the money, even if they 
did not stipulate that it is non-refundable. The 
rationale is that since the employer paid before 
the commencement of the employment of his 
own volition, even though he is not obligated to 
pay until the end of the period of employment, 
that indicates that he wants the employee to 
have the money even in the event of an oness 
(Tosafos, B.M. 79b, cited by Shach, C.M. 334:2). 
Accordingly, if the employee demanded 
payment in advance and the employer did not 
pay of his own volition, there is no evidence 
that the employer agreed that the employee 
can keep the money unconditionally, and in the 
event of an oness he must refund the money 
(Maharach, Ohr Zarua 66).
Others write that the reason the employee 
loses when an oness occurs is that since he 
did not make any stipulation to the contrary, 
he is the one seeking to collect and bears the 
burden of proof (hamotzi me’chaveiro alav 
haraayah). Therefore, if the employee was 
paid in advance, he is not required to refund 
the money. This would apply even when the 
employee demanded payment in advance, 
since he is in possession of the money and the 
employer is the one seeking a refund (Erech Shai 
334:1; see also Mishpetei Hachoshen, pp. 227-
235). Accordingly, the caterer cannot be forced 
to refund the customer’s money, though it may 
be appropriate to negotiate a compromise if the 
caterer had no damage (see Chukos Hachaim, 
Falagi, 47).
As far as the mashgiach is concerned, he has no 
claim against the caterer. The caterer does not 
work as the mashgiach’s agent; the mashgiach 
is an employee of the caterer and is paid as an 
employee. Therefore, since an oness occurred 
and there was no job to perform, absent any 
contractual agreement or known custom, they 
are not required to pay him.

money matters

more so one’s life (hashavas gufo)!
“Regarding hashavas aveidah of property, a person is not required to forgo his own 
money to save another person’s property,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “However, a 
person is required to forgo money to save another’s life, such as by hiring rescuers or 
equipment. Because of the prohibition to stand idly by, a person is even required to give 
up all his wealth to save another Jew from imminent danger!” (C.M. 426:1; Marcheshes 
1:43; Encyclopedia Talmudis 10:344).
“Then why is the person liable?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“This is derived from the case of a person who is being chased by murderers and 
escapes by damaging other people’s property en route,” said Rabbi Dayan. “One who 
saves himself at another’s expense is liable for the damage. Similarly, the rescued man is 
required to reimburse you here if he can pay” (C.M. 380:3; Sma 426:1; Rema, Y.D. 252:12).
“What if I knew beforehand that the person is unable to pay?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“That is not a reason to avoid saving his life,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The obligation 
remains to save a fellow Jew” (Meiri, Sanhedrin 73b; Shulchan Aruch Harav, Hil. Nizkei 
Haguf #7).
“In your case, since seconds were critical, the person whom you saved is liable for 
damage to your phone,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “If you could have easily removed the 
phone, he would be legally exempt, since the loss was not necessary for the rescue. It 
would be common decency to pay, nonetheless, since it is difficult when saving a life to 
consider all the monetary ramifications.”

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com

BHI  |  1937 Ocean Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11230  |  877-845-8455  |  ask@businesshalacha.com  |  www.businesshalacha.com

To subscribe send an email to subscribe@businesshalacha.com or visit us on the web at www.businesshalacha.com

story line

Who Is the Bechor?
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita

Q: An assimilated Jew had a son with a non-Jewish wife. The man became a baal 
teshuvah and married a divorced Jewish woman, who had a son from her previ-
ous marriage. The man later learned that he was a Kohen and prohibited to a di-
vorced woman. He married a third woman, who did not have children previously, 
and had another son. Who is the bechor for inheritance?
A: Bechor for purposes of inheritance (in contrast to pidyon haben) is dependent on 
the father. However, the son from the non-Jewish woman is not considered a hala-
chic descendant and does not deny rights of bechor from the subsequent son (C.M. 
277:8,10).

Thus, the son born from the second woman is the man’s bechor, even though it 
was a prohibited marriage and she already had a son (who is also a bechor to his 
father). The son from the third wife, while a bechor for purposes of pidyon haben, is 
not a bechor for purposes of inheritance (C.M. 277:9)
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Now You Know! 
Parshas Tazria introduces the laws of 
tzara’as, a skin disease with a 
spiritual cause. It was either pure or 
not dependent on the inspection and 

say-so of the Kohain. 

If a Kohain saw a blemish he 
suspected was tzara’as, he 

quarantined the person for a week. At 
the end of the week he could either 
declare them pure, impure, or if the 
blemish remained unchanged, he 

could quarantine the person for 
another week. At the end he would 
declare them pure or not. 

Interestingly, the first Aliya ends in the 
middle of the process. It says that if 
the blemish remains unchanged the 
Kohain quarantines him another 

week. THE END. Yet, the next Aliyah 
begins by saying what happens at the 
end of the second week. A few verses 

later it completes the section and the 
Sefer Torah begins a new paragraph. 

Why not just finish the whole concept 
in the first Aliyah? It’s only another 

four pesukim. 

The answer is that the reason the 
person is shut in again is because 
nothing changed. But it should have. 

During the week he was alone he 
should have thought about what he 
did to deserve the tzara’as.  

Therefore, the Aliyah ends right there 
to give us all pause, so we might 
reflect as the Metzora was meant to. 

Thought of the week: 
The best revenge is to be 
unlike him who performed 
the injury. 

(DY:GY ARQYW)„.AMUY ,YX RsB WB TWARH OWYBW‰ 
“And on the day living flesh appears in it, he shall be impure.” (Vayikra 13:14) 

The Torah puts the power to make a blemish pure or otherwise into the Kohain’s control. If 
he pronounces a skin eruption tzara’as, and says it is impure, it takes effect. If he does not 
say anything, then the person is not impure. 

The Gemara (Moed Katan 7b) learns from this verse that there are days when the Kohain 
looks at blemishes and days where he does not. For example, a groom is given the seven 
days of Sheva Brachos before he is seen by the Kohain, whether for his body, house, or 
garment. Also, during a holiday, one is given the week of the Yom Tov before he is seen. 
So says R’ Yehuda. Rebbi says we learn from a posuk in Metzora that the Kohain gives the 
order to empty an afflicted house before he checks it. If he can delay for the monetary 
benefit of utensils in the house, surely he can delay for something mitzvah related! 

The question is: tzara’as is not a physical ailment. It’s a spiritual one. If that’s so, then 
Hashem is the One who gave the man tzara’as on Pesach, or on the day after his wedding. 
Shouldn’t we accept that Hashem wants him to go through this now, regardless of what’s 
happening in his life? How can Chazal tell us that the Kohain waits until afterwards? 

Besides for the fact that Hashem specifically gave us the power to interpret the Torah and 
Chazal frequently do so to better the lives of people, He also gave us the rules to do so. In 
other words, by pushing off the checking of a groom, the Kohain is fulfilling what Hashem 
wants. But what of the fact that the blemish appeared now? If Hashem didn’t want the man 
to become impure with tzara’as until after his wedding, why not give it to him later? 

The answer is that Hashem isn’t vindictive, but people often are. Hashem is patient and 
forgiving but people often  are not. By pushing off the viewing of the potential metzora, 
Hashem is teaching us a valuable lesson.  

Though the person who got tzara’as undoubtedly committed one or more sins which led to 
these symptoms, and he is keenly aware of it, Hashem doesn’t demand that he suffer for it. 
He gives the person advance notice that he ought to introspect and change his ways. The 
sins that lead to tzara’as usually involve thinking less of others and mistreating them 
because of it. We don’t respect them so we steal from them or speak negatively about 
them. We don’t care about their feelings or else we would act differently. 

Hashem sets the example. He has good reason to make this person “pay” for what he’s 
done. There’s an opportunity to ruin his wedding or his Yom Tov – but “Wait. Don’t do that. 
Let him enjoy the festivities and have another chance.” By giving the fellow tzara’as now 
but not having it viewed so he can live his life with joy, Hashem teaches the rest of us how 
we, too, should treat others: with appreciation and respect.  

R’ Eliyahu Dessler z”l is known as a giant in mussar, self-improvement through the study of 
traditional Jewish ethics.  His esteemed wife was no less involved in proper self-guidance and 
looked at the world through the prism of Torah and midos tovos, good character traits. 

Once, she saw someone admiring something in the window of a pawn shop.  When she asked 
what the person was doing, the woman replied that she did not intend to buy any of the luxury 
items she saw, but simply enjoyed looking at the beautiful merchandise in the store window. 

Rebbetzin Dessler replied, “I simply cannot take any joy from looking at the items in a pawn 
shop window.  It is there because someone came upon difficult times and had to part with a 
dear possession. How can we possibly be happy to see something which is the symbol of 
someone else’s unhappiness?” 
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A subscriber to this publication who 

gave his life fighting evil in Iraq.  

April 6, 2008 - Yahrtzeit 1 Nisan. 
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on the Parsha
ShabboS Tazriah R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

The Dos Zakainim (Shemos 21:1) 
explains that Bris Milah perfects the 
person. And only when he has a Bris 

can a person phantom the depths of Torah. 
He brings an example of this concept. 
On the inside of almost every Chumash 
is the Targum written by Onkolus. While 
Onkolus became a profound talmid 
chacham, that wasn’t his beginning. He was a 
gentile, the nephew of the Caesar Adrianna. 
He became aware of the truth and desired to 
convert to Judaism, but he was afraid of his 
uncle’s reaction. 
He approached his uncle and said, “I wish 
to engage in commerce.” 
His uncle responded, “If you need money, 
my treasure house is open to you. Take 
whatever you need.” 
Onkolus responded, “It isn’t money that I 
seek; it is knowledge. I wish to go out to 
discover the ways of the world. Please, 
my uncle, give me advice. Which type of 
merchandise do you recommend that I 
invest in?” 
Adrianna responded, “Find a commodity 
that is depressed in value. The ways of the 
world are cyclic. What is low now will rise 
later, and you will ride the crest upwards 
and find your fortune.” 
With that, Onkolus left to Israel and 
approached the Chachamim, seeking to 
learn Torah. They told him, “The Torah 
cannot be absorbed by one who isn’t Jewish.” 
He converted, went to yeshiva to learn, and 
became a Torah scholar.
After he returned home, his uncle noticed 
that his appearance had changed. “Why do 
you look different?” he asked.
Onkolus responded, “Because I converted 
and have learned Torah.” 
“Upon whose advice did you do this?”
“Yours, my uncle. Didn’t you tell me to invest 
in merchandise which is currently depressed 
because surely it will rise? I searched and 
found no nation as downtrodden as the 
Jews. Yet in the World to Come, there is no 
people that will be as exalted.” 
His uncle was so impressed with this line 
of reasoning that he promptly smacked him 
across the face. “You could have learned 
Torah without converting!” he exclaimed.

Onkolus responded, “Torah cannot be 
learned by one who doesn’t have a Bris 
Milah.”

³ UNDERSTANDING 
THE IMPLICATIONS

While this is a beautiful story, when we 
take into account two points, a powerful 
question emerges.  
1. We are dealing with a man who is clearly 
brilliant. Once he converted, he became 
such a master of the Torah that he was able 
to distill all of its wisdom into a concise 
Targum that has become universally accepted 
throughout the generations. Obviously, he 
was of extraordinary intelligence. 
2. We are dealing with an extremely 
motivated individual. He was living in the 
lap of luxury, enjoying great power and 
prestige, and had the entire world open to 
him. He was a favored nephew of the most 
powerful emperor of his time. When he 
approached his uncle for help, his immediate 
response was, “My treasure house is open to 
you.” In simple terms, he had everything 
that a young man could dream of. Yet he 
was willing to give it all up, at risk of his 
position and maybe even his life, to go to a 
foreign land to learn Torah. Clearly he was a 
driven individual.
With all this, why couldn’t he learn Torah 
without converting? The Chachamim 
didn’t say to him, “You aren’t allowed to 
learn.” They didn’t tell him that the halacha 
prohibits a gentile from studying Torah. 
They said it won’t work. The question is, 
why not? Here we have a man who was so 

brilliant and dedicated that he was willing 
to give up everything to learn. Why would 
he be incapable of learning Torah if he 
wasn’t Jewish? 

³ THE NATURE OF TORAH
The answer to this lies in understanding the 
nature of Torah. 
The Torah is pure wisdom from HASHEM. 
A Rashi on Chumash can be understood by 
an eight-year-old child. Yet that same Rashi 
contains worlds of depth and opens up to 
understandings that are infinite. The ability 
to delve into the depth of Torah is specifically 
what a gentile can’t do. A gentile can study 
geometry, physics, or business law. Those 
studies are accessible to the mind of man. 
The Torah is different. It is the “word of 
HASHEM” and cannot be perceived by man. 
However, HASHEM created the Jew with 
a Nishamah uniquely suited to learn Torah. 
Different than all of the nations of the 
world, the Jew alone has the ability to access 
the Torah, to be able to plumb it depths, 
and to reach the Divine wisdom contained 
in it. But more than simply the ability to 
learn Torah, we were given a tremendous 
receptivity to it. 

³ TORAH COMES 
NATURALLY TO THE JEW
This seems to be the answer to the question. 
As wise and as motivated as Onkolus was, 
had he remained a gentile, he could never 
have mastered the Torah. Torah is the 
exclusive heritage of the Jew. Only we have 
the right to it, but even more, only we have 
the inborn capacity to understand it and 
master it. 
This concept is very relevant to us because 
the Torah contains all the wisdom of 
the world. There may be times when we 
feel overwhelmed by the challenge. But 
the understanding that the Torah is our 
exclusive heritage and that we are uniquely 
suited to learn it should be a motivating 
force to help us set goals of mastering our 
portion in Torah.
We have a natural affinity for learning Torah; 
while we may have to strain our minds and 
exert ourselves, we are naturally suited to it, 
so it settles into our soul easily. We are like 
a musically gifted child 
sitting down to play the 
violin - it is in our blood.

Learning
Torah: That 

was easy!
g

“And on the eighth day, you shall 
circumcise his flesh.” 

— Vayikrah 12:3 —
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Pesachim 70a) states that where a Korban 
Chagigah is offered together with the Korban Pesach, the 
Chagigah is to be eaten first, so that one will reach a state of 
satiation while eating the Korban Pesach. This is because, as the 
Rambam (jxp icre 8:3) states, it is a rjcunv in vumn (choice 
mitzvah) to eat the Korban Pesach gcuav kg - in satiation. 
However, the Rambam (,ubcrev vagn 10:11) also states that for 
all Korbanos, if there was only a small amount of meat to be 
eaten, other (Chulin or Terumah) food should be eaten as well, so 
as to reach satiation while eating from the Korban. If so, would 
not filling up most of the way with the Korban Chagigah in order 
to eat the Korban Pesach gcuav kg sacrifice the mitzvah to eat the 
Korban Chagigah gcuav kg, as is recommended for all the 
Korbanos ?  The GRaCH suggests that the requirement to eat 
other Korbanos gcuav kg refers to those parts eaten by the 
Kohanim, as consumption by Kohanim is what provides Kaparah 
for the owner who offers it.  Only Korban Pesach must be eaten 
by the owner gcuav kg, so filling up partially on the Chagigah 
would not be a sacrifice. The GRYD explains that, even if the 
requirement of gcuav kg does refer to that which is eaten by the 
owner, gcuav kg does not mean that one may only eat of it when 
he is full and may not eat of it if he is hungry. gcuav kg means 
that when one has finished eating, he must be full. The Rambam’s 
language is: "ubnn gucak" - to become satiated from it. Therefore, 
when one is offering several Korbanos, even if he is not full after 
eating the first one, he is still engaged in eating Korbanos as he 
proceeds to the next one. If he is satiated when finishing the last 
one, he has fulfilled the mitzvah of gcuav kg which applies 
generally to all Korbanos. As such, if one did not reach satiation 
after eating the Korban Chagigah, since he must now proceed 
with the Korban Pesach, the  requirement of gcuav kg applicable 
to Korbanos in general may still be fulfilled. However, with 
regard to Korban Pesach there is a separate mitzvah of gcuav kg 
which can only be fulfilled if one reaches satiation while eating 
the Korban Pesach. Therefore one must eat the Chagigah first.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Which gentile adult male might we accept for Geirus, knowing 
full well that he will not observe all the mitzvos ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(May one tell made-up stories to make a point ? )  
According to R’ Chaim Kanievski, one should not use real names 
and details, but one may tell such a story in general terms.  It is 
best to say explicitly that the story is not true.                  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one sees suspicious activity, a suspicious object or suspicious-
looking people on Shabbos and there is reason to believe there are 
criminals or terrorists in the area, it is a mitzvah to notify the 
police. After reporting it, he need not stand there all Shabbos to 
warn away passersby. (Shemiras Shabbos K'Hilchaso 41:37)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Moed Katan 7b) derives from: uc ,utrv ouhcu - on 
the day that his affected skin is seen he will become tny, that 
there are days upon which afflicted skin is seen, and days upon 
which it is not seen. For example, the Gemara adds, one does not 
view potential Negaim for the duration of a Yom Tov, nor do we 
examine a Chasan for the 7 days of his Sheva Berachos. The 
Meforshim point out the opinion of the Rosh who says that the 7 
days of Sheva Berachos are Rabbinic - the Torah only recognizes 
1 day – uck ,jna ouhcu u,bu,j ouhc. If so, how could all 7 days be 
exempted from examination by the Posuk uc ,utrv ouhcu ? The 
Torah Temimah suggests that the Posuk does not refer explicitly 
to any particular day, only that there will be such days. It is up to 
Chazal to determine what those days are, the same way that 
Chazal interpret all Pesukim in the Torah. The Gemara (Gittin 
47b) derives from the word l,hcku that a husband brings Bikurim 
from fruits that grew on his wife's trees. Tosafos points out that 
the husband's right to those fruits is a Rabbinic enactment. How 
then could the Torah have considered that in the Posuk ? Tosafos 
answers that it is natural and customary for a wife to give those 
fruits to her husband, even without the Rabbinic enactment, and 
the Posuk recognizes that reality. Similarly, the Gemara 
(Kidushin 4a) analyzes the rights and duties of a father towards 
his daughter, as derived from the Posuk u,c ,t aht rufnh hfu. The 
argument is made that perhaps the Posuk allows the father to keep 
only the handiwork of a daughter because he supports her, but not 
the money given to her for betrothal by a potential husband which 
comes from elsewhere. The question is raised, a father is not 
obligated by the Torah to support his daughter (after age 6), so 
how could the Posuk grant him her handiwork in exchange for his 
support ? The answer is that even without obligation, every father 
is accustomed to supporting his daughter, and as such, he is to be 
given her handiwork.  HaDrash V'Haiyun suggests that the same 
rationale may be applied to Sheva Berachos. Although only one 
day of Simcha is mandated by the Torah, the reality of 7 days is at 
least Merumaz in the Posuk ,tz guca tkn, which is a source for 
the customary 7 days of Sheva Berachos. As such, all 7 may be 
included in uc ,utrv ouhcu.     
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Rabbi, looking to keep his congregation happy, hit upon a novel idea. 
He managed to find an extraordinary singer and convinced him to 
participate in the Shul’s Tefilos. There was only one catch – the singer 
was a gentile. The Rabbi’s plan was to have him assist and harmonize 
with the Jewish Chazan, but not wishing to do anything against Halacha, 
he sent the question to the [author of] VayeChi Yosef, the former Pupa 
Rav, asking that if the Rebbe forbids it, that he give a clear source for 
his ruling. The Rebbe cited the Mishna (Menachos 109a) which forbids 
an idolatrous Kohen from assisting in the Avodah. Since our Tefilos have 
taken the place of the Avodah, it stands to reason that the same 
restriction should apply. The Rebbe then wondered, why was this 
question sent to him ? He concluded that obviously something was 
lacking in his own Tefilos, which allowed some alien influence to mix in, 
so he would have to be extra-vigilant to ensure that his prayers 
remained pure.     
P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 
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דבר אל בני “ 12:2

ישראל לאמר אשה כי 

תזריע וילדה זכר, 

וטמאה שבעת ימים כימי נדת דותה 

 ”תטמה

“Speak to B’nei Yisroel saying: 

When a woman has conceived 

and gives birth to a male, she 

shall be impure for a seven-day 

period, as during the days of 

her Nidah flow she shall be 

unclean.” The Medrash says 

that the Posuk of אשה כי תזריע 

is connected to the Posuk in 

Tehillim (139:5) אחור וקדם צרתנו 

– “Last and first You have 

fashioned me.” Rebbe 

Yochanon says that if a man 

merits, he inherits two worlds; 

this world and the next world, 

thus it is written,  אחור וקדם

 If he does not merit, he  .צרתנו

will be required to give 

justification and reckoning for 

his actions, as the Posuk says 

in Iyov 13:21 “כפך מעלי הרחק” – 

“Remove Your hand from upon 

me.” What is the connection 

between the Parshah of a 

mother becoming Tamei when 

she has a child, and speaking 

about this Posuk in Tehillim 

which the Medrash tells us is 

connected to matters of Olam 

Hazeh and Olam Habah?  The 

following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and 

support the P’shat offered in 

the closing paragraph.  

דבר אל “ 12:2,3 – קול רם 

בני ישראל לאמר אשה כי תזריע 

וילדה זכר, וטמאה שבעת ימים כימי 

תטמא. וביום השמיני ימול נדת דותה 

 These two – ”בשל ערלתו

Pesukim are connected, as the 

Gemara in Shabbos 135a says 

that any child whose birth 

renders his mother ritually 

impure due to childbirth at 

eight days, and any child 

whose birth does not render 

his mother ritually impure due 

to childbirth, such as if the 

birth was unnatural (by 

caesarean section), then he is 

not necessarily circumcised at 

eight days.  We learn this from 

the Posuk,  אשה כי תזריע וילדה

  .זכר...וביום השמיני ימול בשר ערלתו

Although this Gemara is 

connecting these Pesukim for 

Halacha purposes, we need to 

understand what the 

connection is between Tumah 

of the mother who gave birth to 

a Bris Milah, which the boy 

has when he is eight days old.  

If at the time the boy is born 

the mother feels that she is 

righteous and pure, she will 

think that she does not need to 

teach her son anything and is 

sure that he will grow up to be 

great in Torah, a Tzaddik and 

a Tahor.  However, in truth, 

who knows how the boy will 

really turn out?  The boy 

certainly needs a positive 

influence from his mother to 

help his growth in the proper 

path. Thus, the Torah made 

the mother Tamei, so that she 

should know that when her boy 

came into this world, it 

brought forth Tumah, and she 

will therefore not be certain 

that her son will grow up to be 

a Tzaddik, for she herself is 

Tamei.  She will then place all 

of her in energy in working to 

create a positive influence in 

her son’s life so that he does 

become a true Tzaddik.  With 

this we can understand the 

connection between the 

Tumah of the mother and the 

Bris Milah being on the eighth 

day.  It says in Vayikra 

Rabbah 27:10 that one of the 

reasons for the Bris Milah on 

the eighth day, and not before 

then, is so that every boy will 

for sure have passed through a 

Shabbos before the Bris Milah.  

Prior to the Bris Milah, which 

is a connection between Klal 

Yisroel and Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, one must go through 

Shabbos, for it is through 

Shabbos that one knows that 

He created the world from 

nothing, and He constantly 

sustains it.  It is only when a 

person himself knows that 

there is much Tumah in the 

world, and that he must work 

on himself to purify himself, 

that he can pass that on to his 

children.  Being that the 

mother becomes Tamei after 

the birth, she knows that she 

must work to purify herself, 

then the message of the eighth 

day of Milah, that the child 

must go through Shabbos so 

that he knows that Hashem 

runs the world and that our job 

is purify ourselves in this 

world, is an appropriate 
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message.  This is the direct 

connection between the 

Tumah of the mother and the 

Bris Milah being on the eighth 

day.   

דבר אל “ 12:2,3 – קול רם 

בני ישראל לאמר אשה כי תזריע 

וילדה זכר, וטמאה שבעת ימים כימי 

נדת דותה תטמא. וביום השמיני ימול 

 The first Posuk – ”בשל ערלתו

tells us about the Tumah a 

mother has after childbirth, 

and then immediately, the 

Torah tells us that a boy is 

circumcised on the eighth day.  

What is the connection 

between the Tumah of the 

mother from childbirth, and 

the Bris Milah?  Why does the 

mother become Tamei with the 

birth of the child?  The Tumah 

is from the child that is born 

because the Yetzer Hara 

enters the child.  Bereishis 

8:21 “ נעריוכי יצר לב האדם רע מ ” – 

“Because the imagery of man’s 

heart is evil from his youth.”  

Rashi says on these words that 

when a child comes from his 

mother’s womb, immediately, 

the Yetzer Hara is placed 

within him. The Yetzer Tov 

doesn’t enter a person until he 

becomes a Gadol.  Much toil 

and work in Chinuch is needed 

to counteract this great Tumah 

called the Yetzer Hara.  The 

Bris Milah is the first step in 

fighting the Yetzer Hara.  

Shabbos 137b – At the time of 

the Bris Milah, the father of 

the child says, “ אשר קדשנו

במצותיו וצונו להכניסו בבריתו של 

 That we become“ – ”אברהם אבינו

holy with His Mitzvos, and He 

commanded us to enter into 

the Bris of Avrohom Avinu.”  

Those who are standing 

respond to this and say, “ כשם

שנכנס לברית כן יכנס לתורה לחופה 

 Just as he has“ – ”ולמעשים טובים

entered into the Bris, so may 

he enter into Torah, marriage, 

and good deeds.”  The people 

are letting the father know 

that just as he was obligated to 

bring his son into the Bris of 

Avrohom Avinu through the 

Mitzvah of Bris Milah, so too 

he is “obligated” to bring the 

child to Torah, marriage, and 

good deeds.  The father must 

teach his son the proper path 

in this world.   If for whatever 

reason the father cannot do so 

himself, he is obligated to 

appoint someone else in his 

stead to ensure that his 

children follow the proper path 

of Avodas Hashem.  This 

obligation on the parents 

begins with the Bris Milah and 

follows through after.  The 

Tumah of the mother which 

comes from the entry of the 

Yetzer Hara must be 

combatted first with Bris 

Milah, and then to bring the 

child to Torah, marriage, and 

good deeds.   

דבר אל “ 12:2 – עוד יוסף חי 

בני ישראל לאמר אשה כי תזריע 

 The Gemara in – ”וילדה זכר

Horiyos 12a (and Krisos 5b) 

says – The Chachomim taught: 

How does one anoint the 

kings?  One smears the oil in a 

manner that is similar to the 

form of a crown around his 

head. How does one appoint 

the priests?  One smears oil in 

a shape like the Greek letter 

chi (which looks like an upside-

down V- ^) The Gemara asks: 

What is the meaning of, “Like 

the Greek letter chi?” Rebbe 

Menashya Bar Gadda said: 

Like the Greek equivalent of 

the Hebrew letter Kof – 'כ.  

Rashi explains there that this 

Greek letter is narrow on top 

and wide on the bottom.  The 

reason for the reference to this 

Greek letter chi is to teach the 

Kohen Gadol that in matters of 

the Nefesh, Avodah of Torah 

and Mitzvos which relate to 

maters Above (representing 

the top of the letter), one must 

see himself like the top of this 

letter.  It is very narrow – it is 

a point, and one must 

constantly seek to widen it by 

working on it, and not thinking 

that he has mastered it.  

However, regarding to matters 

of the Guf, which are matters 

below – the bottom of the 

letter, he should see himself as 

very wide, meaning that he 

should see himself as if he has 

everything, and should be 

happy with his lot with 

whatever he has.  He should 

not run after matters of 

Gashmiyos, instead he should 

run after matters of 

Ruchniyos.  By doing so, he 

will watch over the Kehunah 
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and ensure that he is a proper 

vessel to bring about a 

Kapparah for Klal Yisroel.  

Thus, when the Kohen Gadol is 

smeared with oil, it is done 

like, “כי” - like the Greek letter 

chi, which is narrow on top and 

wide on bottom.  Brochos 61a – 

Why is a woman called an 

  ”?a “storehouse – ”אוצר“

Hakodosh Boruch Hu built 

Chava like the structure of a 

storehouse.  Just as a 

storehouse is built narrow on 

top and wide on the bottom, in 

order to hold produce without 

collapsing, so too a woman is 

created narrow on top and 

wide on the bottom, in order for 

her to be able to hold the fetus 

from pregnancy until birth.  

This is what the Posuk is 

telling us here, “ כיאשה  ” – the 

woman is shaped like a כי, the 

Greek letter chi, because, 

 so that she will be ,”תזריע וילדה“

able to hold the fetus until 

birth.  As opposed to the man, 

who does not need to be 

created in this way.  

אשה כי “ 14:1 – ויקרא רבה 

הדא הוא דכתיב: )תהילים  –תזריע 

אחור וקדם צרתנוקלט ה(  ” – The 

Posuk of אשה כי תזריע is 

connected to this Posuk in 

Tehillim אחור וקדם צרתנו – “Last 

and first You have fashioned 

me.” Rebbe Yochanon says 

that if a man merits, he 

inherits two worlds; this world 

and the next world, thus it is 

written, אחור וקדם צרתנו.  If he 

does not merit, he will be 

required to give justification 

and reckoning for his actions, 

as the Posuk says in Iyov 13:21 

 Remove“ – ”כפך מעלי הרחק“

Your hand from upon me.”  

 Vayikra – אשד הנחלים 

Rabbah 14:1 “ אדם נוחל  אם זכה

 If one is Zoche he“ – ”שני עולמות

will inherit two worlds.”  A 

man is created as a Guf and a 

Nefesh.  The Guf delights in 

matters from Olam Hazeh 

while the Nefesh delights in 

matters from Olam Habah.  

These two are naturally 

opposed to one another, and 

nonetheless the Medrash is 

telling us here that if one is 

Zoche to act the way he should, 

then his matters of Olam 

Hazeh will also serve him for 

matters of Olam Habah, thus 

he will be Zoche to have both 

Olam Hazeh and Olam Habah, 

as the Posuk says, “אחור וקדם” – 

 is Olam Habah, and ”אחור“

 is Olam Hazeh – you will ”קדם“

have both.   

 Vayikra – מהר"א מבעלזא 

Rabbah 14:1 “אחור וקדם צרתנו” 

– The Medrash says that if one 

is Zoche, he will inherit two 

worlds: Olam Habah and Olam 

Hazeh, as the Posuk says, 

 Why doesn’t  ”.אחור וקדם צרתנו“

the Posuk say, “קדם ואחור צרתנו” 

– that one will inherit both 

Olam Hazeh and Olam Habah, 

because Olam Hazeh comes 

first?   Chazal tell us that while 

we are in this world, we can do 

things which will elevate 

ourselves in Ruchniyos and 

earn for ourselves Olam 

Habah.  However, once we are 

in Olam Habah, we can no 

longer elevate ourselves, thus 

one must take advantage of his 

time on this world to learn 

Torah and perform Mitzvos.  

There is one way for one to 

actually be raised in Olam 

Habah while he is there, and 

that is for a Rebbe who taught 

Talmidim Torah, or the 

children left behind in this 

world.  If those Talmidim and 

children do good, they can help 

elevate their parents and 

Rebbe’im while they are in 

Olam Habah.  The Medrash is 

telling us that “אחור” while one 

is already in Olam Habah, 

 one can still be elevated ”קדם“

in Olam Habah, through their 

children and Talmidim who 

are in Olam Hazeh.  With this 

we can understand what this 

Medrash has to do with this 

Parshah, of a woman having a 

baby boy, and him then 

receiving a Bris Milah.  The 

Mitzvah of Bris Milah is the 

first Mitzvah that a child is 

Mezakeh his father with – he 

is the cause for his father to 

have the opportunity to do a 

Mitzvah and to elevate himself 

for Olam Habah.  By the father 

performing this Mitzvah of 

Bris Milah, the father and son 

are elevated by this Mitzvah, 

and the impetus for all of this 

was the child, even though he 

did not have any intent for it, 

as he is a baby.  Even after the 
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father is no longer in this 

world, the son still has the 

opportunity to learn Torah and 

do Mitzvos which will be an 

Aliyah for his father’s 

Neshama in Olam Habah.   

מבעלזא מהר"א   – Vayikra 

Rabbah 14:1 “אחור וקדם צרתנו” 

– It says in Shulchan Aruch 

Siman 231 on the Posuk, “ בכל

 that one must – ”דרכיך דעהו

make all of his matters of Olam 

Hazeh for his Avodas Hashem.  

All that the Tzaddikim do in 

Olam Hazeh is not only 

considered a preparation for 

Olam Habah, but it is 

considered actual Avodas 

Hashem, for they are truly 

doing everything in Olam 

Hazeh, all for Olam Habah.  

The Bach asks in the Tur 

Yoreh Dei’ah Siman 265 – 

Hilchos Milah – Why are we 

Mesaken two Brochos on one 

Mitzvah of Bris Milah; for on 

Bris Milah we make a Brocha 

 and the Brocha of ”על המילה“

 – ”להכניסו בבריתו של אברהם אבינו“

these two Brochos are recited 

even when the father himself 

performs the Bris Milah?  My 

father, the מהרי"ד מבעלזא 

answered that with this 

Kedusha of the Bris Milah, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu assists 

each Bris Milah, as we find by 

Avrohom Avinu that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu assisted Avrohom 

Avinu with his Bris Milah.  

The Bris Milah of Avrohom 

Avinu was a preparation for 

generations until the times of 

Moshiach, in which Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu assists with this 

Kedusha.  On this, we recite 

the Brocha of “ להכניסו בבריתו של

 which is not just – ”אברהם אבינו

a Brocha for the Bris Milah, 

but that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

will always assist us with 

matters of Kedusha, all the 

days of our lives. With this 

understanding, we can explain 

the Medrash of the connection 

between “אחור וקדם צרתנו” and 

Bris Milah.  When one seeks to 

do matters of Olam Hazeh, all 

for the sake of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, those matters of 

Olam Hazeh are elevated to 

become matters of Olam 

Habah. This Posuk is telling us 

that we can receive both Olam 

Hazeh and Olam Habah.  For 

the Bris Milah we receive 

assistance from Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, and if we perform 

all of our acts for the sake of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, then we 

are Zoche to have Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu with us always, 

and thus are Zoche to both 

Olam Hazeh and Olam Habah.   

  Now we can 

understand the connection 

between a mother becoming 

Tamei, and matters of Olam 

Hazeh and Olam Habah.   This 

is the beginning of a human 

being brought into this world.  

There is a huge responsibility 

placed upon the parents of this 

child to raise the child in the 

proper path of Avodas 

Hashem.  The parents must 

know that it is an uphill battle.  

The mother becomes Tamei 

because of the Yetzer Hara 

that is placed into the child at 

that point.   

Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

created the woman in a way 

that she is able to carry around 

the fetus for nine months. The 

mother and the father must 

know that their job is not 

complete when the child comes 

out.  The mother is Tamei, 

which tells her that she must 

work on herself and then 

obviously must also work on 

her child.  Eight days later 

comes the Bris Milah, when 

there is a Bris between 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal 

Yisroel.  Each child must go 

through a Shabbos Kodesh 

before the Bris Milah, for the 

Shabbos is a time to build 

Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  After there is Emunah, 

there can be a true Bris.  

Shabbos is a time connected to 

Olam Habah.  The goal is to 

make Olam Hazeh all about 

Olam Habah, to the point that 

Olam Hazeh is also considered 

Olam Habah.  May we be 

Zoche to infuse these 

important messages into our 

youth, so that they grow up to 

be true Ovdei Hashem, and 

that all of their Olam Hazeh is 

truly Olam Habah.   

mailto:ParshaPshetel@gmail.com


בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִּפי ַהָלָכה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

… R’ Bender told over the story 
of R’ Berenbaum’s fasting at the 

dinner…I thought to myself:

R’ Shmuel’s fasting did not just 
have an effect on this one talmid…

Today, this person is a choshuve yungerman, 
I stood next to him at the levayah…

One year at a dinner for R’ 
Bender’s yeshiva, Darchei Torah.

The Rosh Yeshiva, R’ Shmuel was 
once dealing with a serious issue…

the menahel, R’ Trenk decided 
to make a nachas call…

…I remember, the 
venerable Rosh Yeshiva, 

R’ Shmuel would fast 
for the success of 

talmidim…

.. and this proves 
that this talmid is a bad 
person! We insist that 
he be thrown out of 

yeshiva.

I must be mekabel 
taanis at mincha 
for this bochur’s 

hatzlocha!

I’m really puzzled, I was 
ready to call down the parents 
of a problem talmid, but in the 

past few weeks, the boy started 
to improve in learning, davening 

and even his interaction with 
other boys…I wonder why?

He’s a great boy….
did anything happen 

recently?

If Rav Shmuel 
fasted for a talmid, 

then I can surely 
fast for my son!

Did you fast 40 
days before you came 
here? If not, then I’m 
not ready to throw 

him out!

כ“ח טבת  2008 - 1920  5768 - 5680

בֹוים ַזַצ״ל נְׁ רְׁ מּוֵאל בִּ ֵיה לֵײב was born in Knyszyn, Poland, to ר׳ שְׁ ל and ר׳ ַארְׁ יטְׁ  When he arrived in Baranovich .גִּ
to learn under ַמן ַזַצ״ל הי״ד ָחָנן ַוֶסרְׁ  clothing and ַשָבת he owned a treasure. His mother had sold her ,ר׳ ֶאלְׁ
shoes and bought him a צֹות ַהחֹוֶשן  After three years, he went to learn in Mir, Poland. At the onset of .קְׁ
WWII, the יָבה שִּ יָבה was forced to move to Vilna, Lithuania. Miraculously, the יְׁ שִּ  fled across Russia to יְׁ
Kobe, Japan, and then to Shanghai, China. After the war, the יָבה שִּ מּוֵאל .moved to the U.S יְׁ  married ר׳ שְׁ
the oldest daughter of the יָבה שִּ  Shortly after his marriage he .ַזַצ״ל R’ Avrohom Kalmanovitz ,רֺאש יְׁ
gave ַחבּורֹות to the older ים יָבה and he became the ,ָבחּורִּ שִּ  in 1960. In 1964, he was joined by his רֺאש יְׁ
brother-in-law ַרָגא ֺמֶשה יָבה and both led the ,ר׳ שְׁ שִּ  until their respective passing. During his last יְׁ
decade, he dedicated tremendous energy on distributing ָדָקה ֵני ּתֹוָרה to צְׁ ים ,בְׁ יִּ ים and ֲענִּ תֹומִּ ָרֵאל in יְׁ שְׁ  ֶאֶרץ יִּ
and America. His legendary ּתֹוָרה knowledge and ים ַחת ַהַחיִּ מְׁ  were surpassed only by his greatest שִּ

legacy — his uncompromising ָמָדה  .learning ּתֹוָרה and his great love for ַהתְׁ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

Your Place in History

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

 the Skverer Rebbe, was born in ,ר׳ ַיֲעֺקב יֹוֵסף ְטֶװְרְסִקי ַזַצ״ל
Skvira, Ukraine, to ר׳ ָדִוד and ר׳ ָדִוד .ְצּפֹוָרה was ִנְפָטר on  ט״ו
 a few months after the family was forced to move to ,ִכְסֵלו

Kiev in 1919 due to the pogroms that followed the Bolshevik Revolution. In 
1925, he married Trana, the daughter of Rabbi Pinye and granddaughter of 
 of Belz, and moved to Belz. Upon returning to Romania a ר׳ ִיָששָכר דֹוב רֹוֵקחַ 
few years later, ר׳ ַיֲעֺקב יֹוֵסף led the Skverer ֲחִסיִדים in Kolorash as their 
Rebbe. He moved to Bucharest in the winter of 1945. He emigrated to the 
United States in 1948. After establishing his court, first in Boro Park and 
later in Williamsburg, he founded the unique community of New Square in 
1956-7. 

 ב׳ ניסן
5659 — 5728 
1899 — 1968 

On a train full of Jews en route to freedom in 
sweltering heat, small amounts of water 
were  distributed  to  those  on  board. 
Because of his יבּות ר׳ ַיֲעֺקב יֹוֵסף  ,ֲחשִׁ
י ַזַצ״ל  was given a 2nd cup of טֶװְרְסקִׁ
water, which he drank. When he 
learned   that   some   of   the   other 
passengers had never received any water 
at all, it pained him terribly. To recall his 
'mistake' of not making sure everyone else had 
received a drink, he stopped drinking plain water. 
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Dear Talmid, 
 As you may be aware, אי״ה this coming 4 5780 ֵטֵבת (January 
1, 2020) hundreds of thousands of ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ  will participate together כְּ
in an upcoming worldwide 13th ַדף יֹוִמי ִסיּום ַהַש״ס. Masmidei 
HaSiyum is a unified worldwide learning initiative that is 
designed specifically for children and teens to be the 
participants of our ַסייִמים ל ֵבית ַרָבן מְּ  in the ִתנֹוקֹות שֶׁ
global ִסיּום ַהַש״ס celebration. 
 The ִרי ) ַמֲחזֹור ִויטְּ 173ח״א סי׳ ק״צ עמ׳  ) 
writes that the custom on the ַשָבת before each 
new month was to proclaim the exact time 
when the ש רּוָשַלִים begins (in רֹאש חֹודֶׁ ַלל  .(יְּ כְּ
ָרֵאל  is demonstrating their yearning for the ִישְּ
final redemption and their longing to know 
when יֹום טֹוב will fall out to bring the ָבנֹות  .ָקרְּ
It is interesting to note that in the first ִפָלה  תְּ
we end with the words ָרֵאל  all of ,ֲחֵבִרים ָכל ִישְּ
ָרֵאל  are friends. This is the only place we ִישְּ
mention this thought in davening. What does it 
mean?  
 When ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ  gather together as one כְּ
unit  all  the  negative  forces  of  ָאה   dissipate.  In  ֻטמְּ
ָנה ו) ַחִגיָגה ק ג ִמשְּ רֶׁ  we learn that when everyone gathers (פֶׁ
together as one, every person in the group are called ֲחֵבִרים. Even the 
lowest of simpleton is elevated to be equal to a ִמיד ָחָכם  Everyone .ַתלְּ
who joins together has the ruling of a ָחֵבר regarding the laws of ָאה  .ֻטמְּ

Every ש ָרֵאל we ask for the ingathering of רֹאש חֹודֶׁ ַלל ִישְּ  and as a כְּ
unified ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ ָאה we will dissipate all כְּ  .ָחֵבר with the rules of a ֻטמְּ
More broadly, following the ִסיּום we hope to leverage the goodwill 

and excitement generated by the Masmidei HaSiyum program, 
and maintain an ongoing program of unified, structured 

learning — the "children's ַדף יֹוִמי" — so that new 
generations of children and teens are enriched as 

one, under the banner of Masmidei HaSiyum.  
 All boys will receive a welcome packet 
at school explaining the program clearly. The 
program will include prizes and incentives for 
learning the schools’ individual curriculum at 
home. Students will call our state of the art 
phone system and log in using a unique PIN 
number, to enter the amount of learning that 
they have done at home that day. “Tickets” 

will be earned based on the grade level, and 
the amount learned. We will conduct weekly 

raffles for exciting prizes. There will also be class 
raffles  to  those  classes  that  reach  certain 

thresholds.  
For  further  questions  or  comments,  please  call  the 

Hotline (718) 307 2955. 
 
ִדידּות יְּ ִבי Your                ,בְּ  רֶׁ



FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 Many people are well aware of a 
beautiful group of close to 6,000 ֲחִסיִדים who 
live together in a village known as New Square. 
It is an entirely Jewish shtetl and even has its 
own Jewish mayor and town council. The town 
lives and breathes Yiddishkeit, and anyone who 
is זֹוֶכה to visit on a regular ת בָּ  will fondly שַׁ
treasure the experience, and will have tales of 
the unusual ת אֹוְרִחים סַׁ ְכנָּ  of the entire הַׁ
community.  
 The Skverer Rebbe,  ֲעֺקב יֹוֵסף ר׳ יַׁ
״ל צַׁ  intended to name the community ,טֶװְרְסִקי זַׁ
New Skvir, but a typist's error Americanized it 
to New Square. Few people know about its 
initial struggle for existence, which was finally 

resolved by the New York State Supreme Court 
in favor of the ֲחִסיִדים. 
 Below is a brief excerpt of an article 
from a famous national magazine written in the 
1950s: 
 “… Rabbi Jacob Joseph Twersky, from 
the Ukrainian town of Skvir and known as ‘the 
Skvirer Rabbi,’ who came to Brooklyn in 1948. 
Six years ago, deciding that the city pressed too 
hard on community piety  and  …  raising  of  
children,  the  Skvirer  Rabbi  moved  with  his 
followers about forty miles from Manhattan to 
a 130-acre farm near the heavily Jewish village 
of Spring Valley (New York). Here they planned 
[to build] five-room cottages and laid out 
streets named for presidents of the United 

States … But they soon found that things were 
not  that  simple.  Zoning  laws  and  sewage 
disposal,   bonds   and   deeds   and   building 
permits, suits and countersuits have plagued 
the gentle Hasidim of New Square.”   
 My ְלִמיד  it is said that soon after ,תַׁ
the Rebbe arrived on American shores, the 
sorry state of Yiddishkeit in the United States 
upset him so much that he wanted to return to 
Europe. The Rebbe did not give up and taught 
by example that those who struggle to keep 
their  Yiddishe  principles  will  eventually  be 
successful. 

רּוְך!  ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו בָּ
 ֶרִבי Your                ,ְבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi — based on interviews 

A Faithful NationLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ִמיִני ִיּמֹול  ָרא יב:ג(.… ּוַבּיֹום ַהשְּׁ ָלתֹו )ַוִּיקְּׁ ָערְּׁ  
 On the eighth day, the … foreskin shall be circumcised. 
 The ָוה  circumcision, leaves an indelible mark on ,ִמיָלה of ִמצְּׁ
a Jew, one that is with him throughout his entire life. It is a ָוה  that ִמצְּׁ
connects generations, since one’s father is the person obligated to 
see that his son is circumcised. It is a ָוה  ,for which many Jews ִמצְּׁ
throughout the centuries, have given their lives. Many stories are told 
that demonstrate the Jew’s commitment to this special ָוה  Even in .ִמצְּׁ
our day and age, we still hear accounts of Jews who have performed 
this ָוה ִסיַרת ֶנֶפׁש with great ִמצְּׁ  .מְּׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Aryeh Levin, ַזַצ״ל, was accustomed to go to shul early 
every ֶעֶרב ַׁשָבת, so that he could recite ִׁשיר ַהִׁשיִרים in a relaxed 
atmosphere and with great joy. Once, he came to shul and sat next to 
his ֶרִבי, R' Chaim Berlin, ַזַצ״ל, the ָרב of רּוָׁשַלִים  and together they ,יְּׁ
recited ִׁשיר ַהִׁשיִרים. They came to the ָיָפה ֵעיַנִיְך יֹוִנים… ִהָנְך ָיָפה  :ָפסּוק , 
Behold, you are beautiful … you are beautiful, your eyes are [like a] 
dove (1:15). ַרִׁש״י explains that this ָפסּוק praises ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּׁ  for their כְּׁ
beautiful deeds and strength to do ַות  likens its ָפסּוק The .ִמצְּׁ
leadership, the “eyes” of the nation, to the dove, which will always 
remain faithful to its mate. R' Aryeh noticed R' Chaim’s teary eyes, 
and asked his ֶרִבי, “Why are you crying?” 
 “These סּוִקים ָרֵאל praise פְּׁ ַלל ִישְּׁ  s faithfulness. Is it not a’כְּׁ
reason to cry?” R' Chaim explained his emotional display with the 
following story: 
 “When I was serving as ָרב in Moscow, a distinguished 
gentleman once approached, asking to speak to me privately. He 
related that his wife had given birth to a baby boy, and asked if I 
would honor him by being the מֹוֵהל, ritual circumciser. He then 
stipulated that this must be done in secret. Since this type of request 
was not uncommon, I was somewhat taken aback by his desire for 
secrecy.  He  proceeded  to  explain  that  his  business  was  in  the 
wholesale vending of expensive non-Jewish religious items. It would 

not serve his business well if he were to publicly acknowledge that he 
was Jewish. A public celebration was definitely out of the question. 
 “I agreed to perform the ִרית  in secrecy. His servants were בְּׁ
given  the  day  off  and  only  the  father  and  I  were  present  at  the 
ceremony. Afterwards, I asked the father to notify me on the third 
day as to the child’s welfare. On the third day, the father arrived with 
the good news that the baby was well and brought along an envelope 
of cash to pay me for my services. I refused the money, stating that I 
don’t take remuneration for this special ָוה  The father thought I .ִמצְּׁ
wanted more money and opened his wallet immediately to give me 
more. I said, ‘No — I do not take money for the ָוה   ’.ִמיָלה of ִמצְּׁ
 “Before the father left, I asked him to explain his highly 
unusual behavior: ‘When I visited your home, I didn’t see even the 
slightest testament to our Jewish heritage … It seems that you had 
totally left the ways of our Father. Why then are you willing to risk 
everything for the ָוה  after so many years of hiding your ,ִמיָלה of ִמצְּׁ
true faith?’  
 “He replied, ‘ֶרִבי, I know I have distanced myself from the 
faith of my ancestors. I really do not know if I personally can ever go 
back to my roots. One thing I do know for certain: In my home, my 
son will never know his Jewish heritage. I, at least, was raised among 
Jews.  He  will  have  nothing  of  the  sort.  If  one  day  in  the  future, 
however, when he grows up, he meets other Jews who may inspire 
him to return to his faith, I don’t want to be the one to make him 
wary of doing so. This way, he will know that he was born a Jew, and I 
will try to raise him knowing he is Jewish. I cannot, and will never, 
deprive my son of his legacy, at any cost!’” 
 “Now you know why I cry when I recite this ִהָנְך ָיָפה  :ָפסּוק …
 As the dove remains faithful to its mate, never flying — ָיָפה ֵעיַנִיְך יֹוִנים
farther   than   its   eyes   can   still   see   its   mate,   so,   too,   do   
our People retain their inner commitment to ד׳, regardless of how far 
they may have strayed.” 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 

ֶדשׁש  ָמא: רֹואשׁש חוֹו ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ת ּבָ ַ שׁש ָחל ּבְ ֶ שׁש
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 In מּוָסף of ָבת רֹאש חֹוֶדש ְרתָ  we say שַׁ ְנָת  instead on ַאָתה ָיצַׁ כַׁ תִּ
ָבת ּיֹום ָכָאמּור Many add .שַׁ ן הַׁ ָבת ְוָקְרבַׁ ן שַׁ  to introduce ֶזה ָקְרבַׁ
the added ָקְרָבנֹות of רֹאש חֹוֶדש. The ְשָנה ְברּוָרה  if ְמֻסָפק is מִּ

these words are a ֶהְפֵסק. 
  ְָרת ים :ends with ַאָתה ָיצַׁ ְשָרֵאל ְוָראֵשי ֳחָדשִּ ָבת ְויִּ שַׁ ֵדש הַׁ  If one .ְמקַׁ

forgets רֹאש חֹוֶדש and ends ָבת שַׁ ֵדש הַׁ יֶעֶבד then ,ְמקַׁ  .יֹוֵצא he is ,ְבדִּ

these words are a ֶהְפֵסק. 
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forgets רֹאש חֹוֶדש and ends ָבת שַׁ ֵדש הַׁ יֶעֶבד then ,ְמקַׁ  .יֹוֵצא he is ,ְבדִּ
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An edited selection of חֹוֶדש ת הַׁ שַׁ רָּ  יֹוְצרֹות ְלפָּ
ִנים י שָּ אשֵׁ ה רָּ עָּ ְרבָּ  These are the four New Years in every Jewish … אַׁ
calendar year [See the 1st ָנה א׳  ,א׳ ֶאלּול ,א׳ ִניָסן :רֺאש ַהָשָנה in ִמשְׁ
ֵרי ַבט ,ִתשְׁ ַבט or (ֵבית ַשַמאי) א׳ שְׁ  is considered ִניָסן .[(ֵבית ִהֵלל) ט״ו שְׁ
the first month even though the calendar year starts in ֵרי  .ִתשְׁ
נָּה שָּ ה ְתקּופֹות בַׁ עָּ ְרבָּ  These are the four seasons throughout the … אַׁ
year: spring, summer, autumn and winter. ִניָסן is considered the 
first season, for it’s the month in which the 1st rays of the sun 
shone onto the world. 
ֲחֶזה מַׁ ִקים ְכבַׁ ה ְפרָּ עָּ ְרבָּ  These are the four times in the year that … אַׁ
the world is judged [See the 2nd ָנה  ,Grain — ֶפַסח :(רֺאש ַהָשָנה in ִמשְׁ
בּועֹות  is the ִניָסן .[Water — סּוּכֹות ,People — רֺאש ַהָשָנה ,Fruits — שְׁ
first judgment. 
ְננָּה ִכים ֲאשַׁ ה ֲערָּ עָּ ְרבָּ  passages that תֹוָרה This refers to the four … אַׁ
are read during the weeks preceding ָקִלים - ֶפַסח  and ָפָרה ,ָזכֹור ,שְׁ
 Each one is read to add another merit that will help bring .ַהחֹוֶדש
  .ָמִשיחַ 
ֲחֶזה מַׁ ה כֹוסֹות ְכבַׁ עָּ ְרבָּ  appears four times in the ּכֹוס The word  … אַׁ
dream of ֺעה  to the four cups of ֶרֶמז s wine chamberlain. This is a’ַפרְׁ
poison that will be drunk by the enemies of ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְׁ  at the time of בְׁ
 .ָמִשיחַ 
דּוש ְלֻכּיֹות נָּ ה מַׁ עָּ ְרבָּ  prophesied that there would be (ֶפֶרק ז׳) ָדִניֵאל … אַׁ
four kingdoms that would rule over ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְׁ  until the coming of בְׁ
 .ָמִשיחַ 
ֲחֶזה מַׁ ִשים ְכבַׁ רָּ ה חָּ עָּ ְרבָּ ָיה In the … אַׁ ַכרְׁ בּוַאת זְׁ  four carpenters ,(ֶפֶרק ב׳) נְׁ
will come and redeem ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְׁ  from the four kingdoms that בְׁ
oppress them [ֵאִלָיהּו ,ָמִשיַח ֶבן יֹוֵסף ,ָמִשיַח ֶבן ָדִוד and סּוָּכה ) ֺּכֵהן ֶצֶדק
 .[(נב:

Understanding Davening

These are the latest schools that have recently joined together to light up 
the world with the ּתֹוָרה   of the International Masmidei Hasiyum. 
Tashbar Sephardic Yeshiva Ktana – Los Angeles, CA; Bobov Yeshiva Bnei 
Zion, Toronto Cheder, Yeshiva Yesode Hatorah – Toronto, CANADA; Hillel 
Academy  –  Denver, CO;  Yeshiva Ktana of Waterbury  –  Waterbury, CT; 
Yeshiva  Elementary  School  –  Miami  Beach,  FL;  Yeshiva  Ohr  Baruch, 
Yeshivas Tiferes Tzvi – Chicago, IL; Torah Academy of Boston – Boston, MA; 
Torah   Academy   of   Baltimore   –   Baltimore,   MD;   Torah   Academy   – 
Minneapolis, MN; Yeshivat Keter Torah – Deal, Yeshiva Tiferes Torah 
D'Lakewood – Lakewood; Yeshiva of North Jersey (RYNJ) – River Edge, NJ; 
Yeshivat Ateret Torah, Yeshivat Ohel Torah, YDE (Yeshivat Darche Eres), 
Yeshiva  Ahavas  Torah,  Yeshiva  Derech  Hatorah,  Yeshiva  Ohr  Shraga 
Veretzsky, Yeshiva Torah Temimah, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, Yeshivas 
Tiferes Yisroel, Yeshivat Mekor Chaim, Yeshivat Shaare Torah – Brooklyn, 
Yeshiva  Darchei  Torah  –  Far  Rockaway,  Yeshivas  Tiferes  Moshe  –  Kew 
Gardens, Yeshiva Ktana of Manhattan – Manhattan, Yeshiva Ohr Reuven – 
Monsey, Yeshiva Degel Hatorah Maamar Mordechai – Spring Valley, NY. 
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the unusual ת אֹוְרִחים סַׁ ְכנָּ  of the entire הַׁ
community.  
 The Skverer Rebbe,  ֲעֺקב יֹוֵסף ר׳ יַׁ
״ל צַׁ  intended to name the community ,טֶװְרְסִקי זַׁ
New Skvir, but a typist's error Americanized it 
to New Square. Few people know about its 
initial struggle for existence, which was finally 

resolved by the New York State Supreme Court 
in favor of the ֲחִסיִדים. 
 Below is a brief excerpt of an article 
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 “… Rabbi Jacob Joseph Twersky, from 
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the Rebbe arrived on American shores, the 
sorry state of Yiddishkeit in the United States 
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לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ִמיִני ִיּמֹול  ָרא יב:ג(.… ּוַבּיֹום ַהשְּׁ ָלתֹו )ַוִּיקְּׁ ָערְּׁ  
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our day and age, we still hear accounts of Jews who have performed 
this ָוה ִסיַרת ֶנֶפׁש with great ִמצְּׁ  .מְּׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Aryeh Levin, ַזַצ״ל, was accustomed to go to shul early 
every ֶעֶרב ַׁשָבת, so that he could recite ִׁשיר ַהִׁשיִרים in a relaxed 
atmosphere and with great joy. Once, he came to shul and sat next to 
his ֶרִבי, R' Chaim Berlin, ַזַצ״ל, the ָרב of רּוָׁשַלִים  and together they ,יְּׁ
recited ִׁשיר ַהִׁשיִרים. They came to the ָיָפה ֵעיַנִיְך יֹוִנים… ִהָנְך ָיָפה  :ָפסּוק , 
Behold, you are beautiful … you are beautiful, your eyes are [like a] 
dove (1:15). ַרִׁש״י explains that this ָפסּוק praises ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּׁ  for their כְּׁ
beautiful deeds and strength to do ַות  likens its ָפסּוק The .ִמצְּׁ
leadership, the “eyes” of the nation, to the dove, which will always 
remain faithful to its mate. R' Aryeh noticed R' Chaim’s teary eyes, 
and asked his ֶרִבי, “Why are you crying?” 
 “These סּוִקים ָרֵאל praise פְּׁ ַלל ִישְּׁ  s faithfulness. Is it not a’כְּׁ
reason to cry?” R' Chaim explained his emotional display with the 
following story: 
 “When I was serving as ָרב in Moscow, a distinguished 
gentleman once approached, asking to speak to me privately. He 
related that his wife had given birth to a baby boy, and asked if I 
would honor him by being the מֹוֵהל, ritual circumciser. He then 
stipulated that this must be done in secret. Since this type of request 
was not uncommon, I was somewhat taken aback by his desire for 
secrecy.  He  proceeded  to  explain  that  his  business  was  in  the 
wholesale vending of expensive non-Jewish religious items. It would 

not serve his business well if he were to publicly acknowledge that he 
was Jewish. A public celebration was definitely out of the question. 
 “I agreed to perform the ִרית  in secrecy. His servants were בְּׁ
given  the  day  off  and  only  the  father  and  I  were  present  at  the 
ceremony. Afterwards, I asked the father to notify me on the third 
day as to the child’s welfare. On the third day, the father arrived with 
the good news that the baby was well and brought along an envelope 
of cash to pay me for my services. I refused the money, stating that I 
don’t take remuneration for this special ָוה  The father thought I .ִמצְּׁ
wanted more money and opened his wallet immediately to give me 
more. I said, ‘No — I do not take money for the ָוה   ’.ִמיָלה of ִמצְּׁ
 “Before the father left, I asked him to explain his highly 
unusual behavior: ‘When I visited your home, I didn’t see even the 
slightest testament to our Jewish heritage … It seems that you had 
totally left the ways of our Father. Why then are you willing to risk 
everything for the ָוה  after so many years of hiding your ,ִמיָלה of ִמצְּׁ
true faith?’  
 “He replied, ‘ֶרִבי, I know I have distanced myself from the 
faith of my ancestors. I really do not know if I personally can ever go 
back to my roots. One thing I do know for certain: In my home, my 
son will never know his Jewish heritage. I, at least, was raised among 
Jews.  He  will  have  nothing  of  the  sort.  If  one  day  in  the  future, 
however, when he grows up, he meets other Jews who may inspire 
him to return to his faith, I don’t want to be the one to make him 
wary of doing so. This way, he will know that he was born a Jew, and I 
will try to raise him knowing he is Jewish. I cannot, and will never, 
deprive my son of his legacy, at any cost!’” 
 “Now you know why I cry when I recite this ִהָנְך ָיָפה  :ָפסּוק …
 As the dove remains faithful to its mate, never flying — ָיָפה ֵעיַנִיְך יֹוִנים
farther   than   its   eyes   can   still   see   its   mate,   so,   too,   do   
our People retain their inner commitment to ד׳, regardless of how far 
they may have strayed.” 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 

ֶדשׁש  ָמא: רֹואשׁש חוֹו ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ת ּבָ ַ שׁש ָחל ּבְ ֶ שׁש
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There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

 In מּוָסף of ָבת רֹאש חֹוֶדש ְרתָ  we say שַׁ ְנָת  instead on ַאָתה ָיצַׁ כַׁ תִּ
ָבת ּיֹום ָכָאמּור Many add .שַׁ ן הַׁ ָבת ְוָקְרבַׁ ן שַׁ  to introduce ֶזה ָקְרבַׁ
the added ָקְרָבנֹות of רֹאש חֹוֶדש. The ְשָנה ְברּוָרה  if ְמֻסָפק is מִּ

these words are a ֶהְפֵסק. 
  ְָרת ים :ends with ַאָתה ָיצַׁ ְשָרֵאל ְוָראֵשי ֳחָדשִּ ָבת ְויִּ שַׁ ֵדש הַׁ  If one .ְמקַׁ

forgets רֹאש חֹוֶדש and ends ָבת שַׁ ֵדש הַׁ יֶעֶבד then ,ְמקַׁ  .יֹוֵצא he is ,ְבדִּ

these words are a ֶהְפֵסק. 
  ְָרת ים :ends with ַאָתה ָיצַׁ ְשָרֵאל ְוָראֵשי ֳחָדשִּ ָבת ְויִּ שַׁ ֵדש הַׁ  If one .ְמקַׁ

forgets רֹאש חֹוֶדש and ends ָבת שַׁ ֵדש הַׁ יֶעֶבד then ,ְמקַׁ  .יֹוֵצא he is ,ְבדִּ

YOUR NAME HERE:
______________

Be a mesayem at the
2020 global Siyum HaShas.

Learn. Earn. Win - over 250 prizes!
YESHIVOS Call to register your Talmidim 347.201.0270

BOYS Call our hotline to find out more exciting
information 718.307.2955

I, too, am a
Mesayem!

Email: register@masmideihasiyum.org

An edited selection of חֹוֶדש ת הַׁ שַׁ רָּ  יֹוְצרֹות ְלפָּ
ִנים י שָּ אשֵׁ ה רָּ עָּ ְרבָּ  These are the four New Years in every Jewish … אַׁ
calendar year [See the 1st ָנה א׳  ,א׳ ֶאלּול ,א׳ ִניָסן :רֺאש ַהָשָנה in ִמשְׁ
ֵרי ַבט ,ִתשְׁ ַבט or (ֵבית ַשַמאי) א׳ שְׁ  is considered ִניָסן .[(ֵבית ִהֵלל) ט״ו שְׁ
the first month even though the calendar year starts in ֵרי  .ִתשְׁ
נָּה שָּ ה ְתקּופֹות בַׁ עָּ ְרבָּ  These are the four seasons throughout the … אַׁ
year: spring, summer, autumn and winter. ִניָסן is considered the 
first season, for it’s the month in which the 1st rays of the sun 
shone onto the world. 
ֲחֶזה מַׁ ִקים ְכבַׁ ה ְפרָּ עָּ ְרבָּ  These are the four times in the year that … אַׁ
the world is judged [See the 2nd ָנה  ,Grain — ֶפַסח :(רֺאש ַהָשָנה in ִמשְׁ
בּועֹות  is the ִניָסן .[Water — סּוּכֹות ,People — רֺאש ַהָשָנה ,Fruits — שְׁ
first judgment. 
ְננָּה ִכים ֲאשַׁ ה ֲערָּ עָּ ְרבָּ  passages that תֹוָרה This refers to the four … אַׁ
are read during the weeks preceding ָקִלים - ֶפַסח  and ָפָרה ,ָזכֹור ,שְׁ
 Each one is read to add another merit that will help bring .ַהחֹוֶדש
  .ָמִשיחַ 
ֲחֶזה מַׁ ה כֹוסֹות ְכבַׁ עָּ ְרבָּ  appears four times in the ּכֹוס The word  … אַׁ
dream of ֺעה  to the four cups of ֶרֶמז s wine chamberlain. This is a’ַפרְׁ
poison that will be drunk by the enemies of ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְׁ  at the time of בְׁ
 .ָמִשיחַ 
דּוש ְלֻכּיֹות נָּ ה מַׁ עָּ ְרבָּ  prophesied that there would be (ֶפֶרק ז׳) ָדִניֵאל … אַׁ
four kingdoms that would rule over ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְׁ  until the coming of בְׁ
 .ָמִשיחַ 
ֲחֶזה מַׁ ִשים ְכבַׁ רָּ ה חָּ עָּ ְרבָּ ָיה In the … אַׁ ַכרְׁ בּוַאת זְׁ  four carpenters ,(ֶפֶרק ב׳) נְׁ
will come and redeem ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְׁ  from the four kingdoms that בְׁ
oppress them [ֵאִלָיהּו ,ָמִשיַח ֶבן יֹוֵסף ,ָמִשיַח ֶבן ָדִוד and סּוָּכה ) ֺּכֵהן ֶצֶדק
 .[(נב:

Understanding Davening

These are the latest schools that have recently joined together to light up 
the world with the ּתֹוָרה   of the International Masmidei Hasiyum. 
Tashbar Sephardic Yeshiva Ktana – Los Angeles, CA; Bobov Yeshiva Bnei 
Zion, Toronto Cheder, Yeshiva Yesode Hatorah – Toronto, CANADA; Hillel 
Academy  –  Denver, CO;  Yeshiva Ktana of Waterbury  –  Waterbury, CT; 
Yeshiva  Elementary  School  –  Miami  Beach,  FL;  Yeshiva  Ohr  Baruch, 
Yeshivas Tiferes Tzvi – Chicago, IL; Torah Academy of Boston – Boston, MA; 
Torah   Academy   of   Baltimore   –   Baltimore,   MD;   Torah   Academy   – 
Minneapolis, MN; Yeshivat Keter Torah – Deal, Yeshiva Tiferes Torah 
D'Lakewood – Lakewood; Yeshiva of North Jersey (RYNJ) – River Edge, NJ; 
Yeshivat Ateret Torah, Yeshivat Ohel Torah, YDE (Yeshivat Darche Eres), 
Yeshiva  Ahavas  Torah,  Yeshiva  Derech  Hatorah,  Yeshiva  Ohr  Shraga 
Veretzsky, Yeshiva Torah Temimah, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, Yeshivas 
Tiferes Yisroel, Yeshivat Mekor Chaim, Yeshivat Shaare Torah – Brooklyn, 
Yeshiva  Darchei  Torah  –  Far  Rockaway,  Yeshivas  Tiferes  Moshe  –  Kew 
Gardens, Yeshiva Ktana of Manhattan – Manhattan, Yeshiva Ohr Reuven – 
Monsey, Yeshiva Degel Hatorah Maamar Mordechai – Spring Valley, NY. 
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… R’ Bender told over the story 
of R’ Berenbaum’s fasting at the 

dinner…I thought to myself:

R’ Shmuel’s fasting did not just 
have an effect on this one talmid…

Today, this person is a choshuve yungerman, 
I stood next to him at the levayah…

One year at a dinner for R’ 
Bender’s yeshiva, Darchei Torah.

The Rosh Yeshiva, R’ Shmuel was 
once dealing with a serious issue…

the menahel, R’ Trenk decided 
to make a nachas call…

…I remember, the 
venerable Rosh Yeshiva, 

R’ Shmuel would fast 
for the success of 

talmidim…

.. and this proves 
that this talmid is a bad 
person! We insist that 
he be thrown out of 

yeshiva.

I must be mekabel 
taanis at mincha 
for this bochur’s 

hatzlocha!

I’m really puzzled, I was 
ready to call down the parents 
of a problem talmid, but in the 

past few weeks, the boy started 
to improve in learning, davening 

and even his interaction with 
other boys…I wonder why?

He’s a great boy….
did anything happen 

recently?

If Rav Shmuel 
fasted for a talmid, 

then I can surely 
fast for my son!

Did you fast 40 
days before you came 
here? If not, then I’m 
not ready to throw 

him out!

כ“ח טבת  2008 - 1920  5768 - 5680

בֹוים ַזַצ״ל נְׁ רְׁ מּוֵאל בִּ ֵיה לֵײב was born in Knyszyn, Poland, to ר׳ שְׁ ל and ר׳ ַארְׁ יטְׁ  When he arrived in Baranovich .גִּ
to learn under ַמן ַזַצ״ל הי״ד ָחָנן ַוֶסרְׁ  clothing and ַשָבת he owned a treasure. His mother had sold her ,ר׳ ֶאלְׁ
shoes and bought him a צֹות ַהחֹוֶשן  After three years, he went to learn in Mir, Poland. At the onset of .קְׁ
WWII, the יָבה שִּ יָבה was forced to move to Vilna, Lithuania. Miraculously, the יְׁ שִּ  fled across Russia to יְׁ
Kobe, Japan, and then to Shanghai, China. After the war, the יָבה שִּ מּוֵאל .moved to the U.S יְׁ  married ר׳ שְׁ
the oldest daughter of the יָבה שִּ  Shortly after his marriage he .ַזַצ״ל R’ Avrohom Kalmanovitz ,רֺאש יְׁ
gave ַחבּורֹות to the older ים יָבה and he became the ,ָבחּורִּ שִּ  in 1960. In 1964, he was joined by his רֺאש יְׁ
brother-in-law ַרָגא ֺמֶשה יָבה and both led the ,ר׳ שְׁ שִּ  until their respective passing. During his last יְׁ
decade, he dedicated tremendous energy on distributing ָדָקה ֵני ּתֹוָרה to צְׁ ים ,בְׁ יִּ ים and ֲענִּ תֹומִּ ָרֵאל in יְׁ שְׁ  ֶאֶרץ יִּ
and America. His legendary ּתֹוָרה knowledge and ים ַחת ַהַחיִּ מְׁ  were surpassed only by his greatest שִּ

legacy — his uncompromising ָמָדה  .learning ּתֹוָרה and his great love for ַהתְׁ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

Your Place in History

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

 the Skverer Rebbe, was born in ,ר׳ ַיֲעֺקב יֹוֵסף ְטֶװְרְסִקי ַזַצ״ל
Skvira, Ukraine, to ר׳ ָדִוד and ר׳ ָדִוד .ְצּפֹוָרה was ִנְפָטר on  ט״ו
 a few months after the family was forced to move to ,ִכְסֵלו

Kiev in 1919 due to the pogroms that followed the Bolshevik Revolution. In 
1925, he married Trana, the daughter of Rabbi Pinye and granddaughter of 
 of Belz, and moved to Belz. Upon returning to Romania a ר׳ ִיָששָכר דֹוב רֹוֵקחַ 
few years later, ר׳ ַיֲעֺקב יֹוֵסף led the Skverer ֲחִסיִדים in Kolorash as their 
Rebbe. He moved to Bucharest in the winter of 1945. He emigrated to the 
United States in 1948. After establishing his court, first in Boro Park and 
later in Williamsburg, he founded the unique community of New Square in 
1956-7. 

 ב׳ ניסן
5659 — 5728 
1899 — 1968 

On a train full of Jews en route to freedom in 
sweltering heat, small amounts of water 
were  distributed  to  those  on  board. 
Because of his יבּות ר׳ ַיֲעֺקב יֹוֵסף  ,ֲחשִׁ
י ַזַצ״ל  was given a 2nd cup of טֶװְרְסקִׁ
water, which he drank. When he 
learned   that   some   of   the   other 
passengers had never received any water 
at all, it pained him terribly. To recall his 
'mistake' of not making sure everyone else had 
received a drink, he stopped drinking plain water. 

לע"נ מורינו הרב ר' ישראל אברהם בן ר' אליעזר זוסיא זצוק"ל האדמו"ר מסקולען כ"ה אדר ב' תשע"ט
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פרשה: תזריע     שביעי: וביום השבת )במדבר כט:ט-טו(

מפטיר: החדש )שמות יב:א-כ(     הפטרה: ... כל העם הארץ...  )יחזקאל מה:טז-מו:יח(

חצי הלל     מוסף: אתה יצרת     דף יומי: חולין ק״ל     מצות עשה: 5   מצות לא תעשה: 2

Dear Talmid, 
 As you may be aware, אי״ה this coming 4 5780 ֵטֵבת (January 
1, 2020) hundreds of thousands of ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ  will participate together כְּ
in an upcoming worldwide 13th ַדף יֹוִמי ִסיּום ַהַש״ס. Masmidei 
HaSiyum is a unified worldwide learning initiative that is 
designed specifically for children and teens to be the 
participants of our ַסייִמים ל ֵבית ַרָבן מְּ  in the ִתנֹוקֹות שֶׁ
global ִסיּום ַהַש״ס celebration. 
 The ִרי ) ַמֲחזֹור ִויטְּ 173ח״א סי׳ ק״צ עמ׳  ) 
writes that the custom on the ַשָבת before each 
new month was to proclaim the exact time 
when the ש רּוָשַלִים begins (in רֹאש חֹודֶׁ ַלל  .(יְּ כְּ
ָרֵאל  is demonstrating their yearning for the ִישְּ
final redemption and their longing to know 
when יֹום טֹוב will fall out to bring the ָבנֹות  .ָקרְּ
It is interesting to note that in the first ִפָלה  תְּ
we end with the words ָרֵאל  all of ,ֲחֵבִרים ָכל ִישְּ
ָרֵאל  are friends. This is the only place we ִישְּ
mention this thought in davening. What does it 
mean?  
 When ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ  gather together as one כְּ
unit  all  the  negative  forces  of  ָאה   dissipate.  In  ֻטמְּ
ָנה ו) ַחִגיָגה ק ג ִמשְּ רֶׁ  we learn that when everyone gathers (פֶׁ
together as one, every person in the group are called ֲחֵבִרים. Even the 
lowest of simpleton is elevated to be equal to a ִמיד ָחָכם  Everyone .ַתלְּ
who joins together has the ruling of a ָחֵבר regarding the laws of ָאה  .ֻטמְּ

Every ש ָרֵאל we ask for the ingathering of רֹאש חֹודֶׁ ַלל ִישְּ  and as a כְּ
unified ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ ָאה we will dissipate all כְּ  .ָחֵבר with the rules of a ֻטמְּ
More broadly, following the ִסיּום we hope to leverage the goodwill 

and excitement generated by the Masmidei HaSiyum program, 
and maintain an ongoing program of unified, structured 

learning — the "children's ַדף יֹוִמי" — so that new 
generations of children and teens are enriched as 

one, under the banner of Masmidei HaSiyum.  
 All boys will receive a welcome packet 
at school explaining the program clearly. The 
program will include prizes and incentives for 
learning the schools’ individual curriculum at 
home. Students will call our state of the art 
phone system and log in using a unique PIN 
number, to enter the amount of learning that 
they have done at home that day. “Tickets” 

will be earned based on the grade level, and 
the amount learned. We will conduct weekly 

raffles for exciting prizes. There will also be class 
raffles  to  those  classes  that  reach  certain 

thresholds.  
For  further  questions  or  comments,  please  call  the 

Hotline (718) 307 2955. 
 
ִדידּות יְּ ִבי Your                ,בְּ  רֶׁ
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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Tazria-HaChodesh 5779

(this is written for when Tazria 

falls after Pesach) 

Counting Our Way of 

Impurity Towards Purity 

and Holiness 

Introduction 

We have just completed the celebration 

of the Pesach festival, and we are now in 

the midst of counting the Omer. In this 

week’s parshiyos we also encounter 

other forms of counting. One counting is 

when a woman after childbirth counts 

the days of her impurity. A second 

counting is when a metzora, one who 

contracts the spiritual disease of tzaraas, 

counts seven days from when he is 

cleansed before he is permitted to enter 

into the Israelite Camp. A third counting 

is when a woman has a flow and she 

then counts seven days and she is then 

purified. The Zohar states that the forty-

nine days that we count from the 

bringing of the Omer are akin to a 

woman counting her days of impurity. 

The counting from the Omer then 

culminates in the festival of Shavuos.  

Understanding the counting of the 

Omer and the mourning period for 

the students of Rabbi Akiva 

One must wonder why it is so important 

to count the days of the Omer. When one 

wishes to know when an upcoming 

festival will occur, he merely has to look 

at the calendar and determine the correct 

date of the festival. We do not count the 

days until Rosh Hashanah and other 

festival that we celebrate throughout the 

year. Why, then, must we count from 

Pesach until Shavuos? Another 

perplexing idea that requires explanation 

is why immediately after the joy of the 

Pesach festival we enter into a mourning 

period over the twenty-four thousand 

students of Rabbi Akiva who passed 

away between Pesach and Shavuos. How 

are we to comprehend the juxtaposition 

of this period of joy with this period of 

mourning? 

One must search out the impurities 

within himself 

In order to glean a better understanding 

of the purpose in our counting, it is 

worth mentioning a fascinating idea 

presented by the Gerrer Rebbe, the Lev 

Simcha. It is said (Mishlei 2:3-4) im 

tivaksehna chakasef vichamatmonim 

tachpisena az tavin yiras HaShem vidaas 

Elokim timtza, if you seek it as [it were] 

sliver, if you search for it as [if it were] 

hidden treasures – then you will 

understand the fear of HaShem, and 

discover the knowledge of G-d. The Lev 

Simcha (Emor) writes that these verses 



 
 

2 

can be interpreted to be alluding to the 

festivals of the year. Seeking like silver 

alludes to Pesach, as the word kesef, 

silver, also connotes desire, and Pesach 

is a time when HaShem showed His love 

for the Jewish People. Hidden treasures 

allude to the days of counting from the 

Omer, as the word vichamatmonim, can 

be read mem tes monim, counting forty-

nine. The word tachpisena, if you search 

for it, alludes to Shavuos, as the days of 

counting the Omer are a preparation for 

Shavuos. The Lev Simcha goes on to 

find allusions to Rosh Hashanah, Yom 

Kippur and Sukkos. It is fascinating that 

the word vichamatmonim alludes to the 

forty-nine days of counting from the 

Omer. The first letters of the word are 

mem and tes, which also form most of 

the word tamei, translated as impure. 

Perhaps the lesson contained in this hint 

is that one should always view himself 

as being in a state of impurity and that 

he must strive for purity and holiness. 

Hashem, in His infinite compassion, 

redeemed us from the impurities of 

Egypt, but we still have a long way to go 

until we are worthy of receiving the 

Torah. How, then, do we remove these 

impurities from our midst? 

We are required to remove tainted 

character traits 

The Gemara (Yevamos 62b) states that 

the students of Rabbi Akiva died 

because they did not treat each other 

with respect. It would seem from this 

Gemara that if the students of the great 

Rabbi Akiva were lacking in this area, 

then certainly we could use 

improvement on how we act towards 

each other. A person who does not 

respect his fellow man demonstrates an 

impurity of the soul. Shavuos is 

reflective of our gathering at Sinai kiish 

echod bileiv echod, as one man with one 

heart. It is not enough to merely study 

Torah. One must internalize the lessons 

in Torah, and Rabbi Akiva was the one 

who said viahavta lireiacha kamocha zeh 

klal gadol baTorah, you shall love your 

fellow as yourself, this is a great rule in 

Torah. The word gadol is associated 

with the tribute of chesed, kindness. It is 

no wonder that the first attribute that we 

refer to when counting from the Omer is 

chesed, and the last attribute is malchus, 

kingship. The Gemara (Gittin 62a) states 

that the true kings are the Torah 

scholars. For one to achieve a level of 

kingship he must be exemplary in the 

attribute of chesed. Thus, one must 

“search” himself during these days to 

filter out all the impurities within him. 

Sefiras HaOmer is when we count 

towards Shavuos and when we count 

away from our impurities 

We can now understand why we count 

the days from the Omer, and why we 

count specifically during the mourning 

period over the passing of Rabbi Akiva’s 

students. We are counting towards 

Shavuos, but even more significantly, 

we are counting the days until we can 

finally rid ourselves of the impurities 

that exist within our character. Thus, we 

can interpret the word matmonim to 

mean counting away from the mem and 
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the tes, which spell out the two essential 

letters of the word tamei, impurity. 

The Shabbos connection 

Every week we have the ability to count 

the days of the week until we arrive at 

Shabbos. The weekday certainly has its 

share of impurities, both from the 

outside world and within us. 

Nonetheless, by preparing properly for 

the Holy Shabbos, we can always 

anticipate that we will arrive at Shabbos 

in a state of purity, when all harsh 

judgments depart and we can bask in the 

Kingship of HaShem. Hashem should 

allow us to count these days and they 

should culminate in joy, brotherhood, 

and a true purification of our hearts. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Ki Eshmera Shabbos 

This zemer was composed by the great 

medieval commentator and poet 

Avraham Ibn Ezra whose name is found 

in the acrostic of the verses. The Zemer 

focuses on Halachic aspects of the 

Shabbos observance.  

ד יֹום הּוא ֲענּוִגים יֹום הּוא ְמֻכבָּ  טֹוב ְויִַּין ֶלֶחם תַּ

ר שָּ ִגים בָּ ְבִלים ְודָּ ִמְתאַּ חֹור בֹו הַּ  יֹום ִכי ְנסֹוִגים אָּ

חֹות ְמֵחִני הּוא ְשמָּ ּוְתשַּ , it is an honored day; it 

is a day of pleasures: bread and goodly 

wine, meat and fish. Those who mourn – 

on it they must withdraw, for it is a day 

of joys and it will gladden me. There 

have been many incidents throughout 

history of Jews who have suffered 

tragedy immediately prior to or on 

Shabbos, and yet these Jews resisted the 

strong temptation to cry and mourn, 

which is forbidden on Shabbos. It is 

almost as if the joy of Shabbos itself 

does not allow mourning to enter into its 

domain. Certainly, then, when one has a 

clear mind devoid of tragedies and 

mishaps, it is incumbent one to partake 

in the joy and delight of Shabbos and not 

succumb to tears and sadness.  

Shabbos Stories 

The Shpoler Zeide (Rebbe Aryeh 

Leib, the Grandfather of Shpola) had 

a servant named Chelovno who told 

this story:  

He once saw a man with a terrible skin 

disease that covered him from head to 

foot enter the Rebbe’s room with a 

petition-note. This man stayed with the 

Rebbe for a while and when he left, 

Chelovno said he saw that he was 

normal, without a trace of the skin 

disease! 

After this, Chelovno brought a cup of 

coffee in for the Rebbe and was 

astonished to see that the Rebbe’s whole 

body was covered with the skin disease! 

“What happened here?’ yelled 

Chelovno. “Why did the Rebbe do this?” 

The Rebbe, however, did not respond. 

Later, Chelovno went in again and saw 

that the disease had completely 

disappeared from the Rebbe’s body, and 

asked the Rebbe to tell him what this 

was all about. 
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The Rebbe said, “When that man first 

came to me, I didn’t have any way to 

cure him. So I had to take the disease on 

myself; and he was healed. Afterward, I 

pleaded before God, blessed be He, 

‘What have I done that I should be 

afflicted with this skin disease?’ Then, 

they healed me too!” (MiBeer 

Hatzaddikim, vol. 2, p. 45) 

 
From Rose Bowl to Rashi: My Unique 

Journey to Judaism 

The legendary all-star Rose Bowl 

running back makes his most sensational 

touchdown run as an Orthodox Jew. 

by Yosef (Calvin) Murray  

As I stood on the steps of the mikvah, 

for a moment I contemplated the life-

changing event that was before me. In a 

few short moments, after emerging from 

the mikvah, I would be a new person, a 

Jew, with a new soul and a new destiny 

in life. I wondered what my wife was 

feeling at that moment. We had traveled 

on an arduous spiritual journey together, 

from evangelical Christianity to 

Orthodox Judaism, and after ten years of 

study we would soon reap our reward. 

Calvin playing for Ohio State 

This, after being committed Christians, 

raising our six children in the church 

environment and serving as youth 

pastors. But our ever-increasing list of 

questions and discontent with the 

answers given forced us to seriously 

question what we believed. Being 

individuals with an intense thirst for 

truth and seeking a close relationship 

with God, slowly, slowly we began to 

see that Judaism held the answers. 

http://www.aish.com/authors/479799363.html
http://www.aish.com/authors/479799363.html
http://www.aish.com/print/?contentID=479799403&section=/sp/so
http://www.aish.com/print/?contentID=479799403&section=/sp/so
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Calvin Murray playing for the 

Philadelphia Eagles 

Not the typical journey for a black NFL 

football player. 

I began playing football at the age of 

eight. By my junior year in high school, 

recruiters from the University of 

Minnesota, Ohio State, North Carolina 

State, University of Arizona, and Notre 

Dame were watching me with apt 

interest. The legendary Woody Hayes 

from Ohio State University made the 

biggest impression on my family and 

me, and I was offered and accepted a full 

football scholarship. The practices were 

pure torture but the end result was 

becoming a better man. Little did I know 

then that the very disciplines Hayes 

instilled in me and the moral values he 

taught me would be crucial in my 

spiritual journey to Judaism some 35 

years later. 

 

I lettered all four years at Ohio State, 

and in 1980 I was honored with being 

voted Team Captain and Most Valuable 

Player. In my senior year at Ohio State, I 

was drafted by the Philadelphia Eagles. I 

played two seasons with the NFL before 

an injury ended my football career. The 

discipline I acquired from my football 

career gave me the discipline to take on 

the myriad of mitzvot that govern a 

Jew's daily life. The constant study, 

practice, and repetitive actions all laid 

the foundation for the conversion 

process and for leading a meaningful 

Jewish life. 
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Conversion to Judaism impacts all areas 

of your life – what you eat, what you 

wear, your worldview, how you conduct 

your family life. It's not for the timid or 

faint of heart; it requires the fortitude to 

withstand rejection and the strength to 

stay the course. One of the rabbis of 

the Beis Din told us, “It’s a marathon, 

not a race.” Truly, it is not an easy path, 

but we cannot imagine living our lives 

any other way. 

I was married to Emunah (then Jeri) in 

1992, and then began our adventure, of 

raising six kids, of being youth pastors in 

a church, and spending our lives 

mentoring young people. We were 

committed to raising our five sons and 

daughter with the foundation of the 

Bible and relationship with God. 

However, 12 years into our marriage we 

got a taste of Judaism through a 

messianic congregation. This 

introduction to Shabbos and the 

Festivals sparked our interest to dig 

deeper. After eventually being 

terminated from our youth pastor 

positions for being “too Jewish,” we 

studied Judaism in our home. We 

eventually ended up at a local Chabad, 

where we spent two years continuing our 

studies. We finally decided to convert, 

which we did with the Beis Din of 

Detroit in 2013. We had a 

beautiful chuppah and celebration with 

our new community. 

Under the chuppah with Emuna 

We have been fortunate to move into a 

warm and accepting Jewish community 

where there are many learning and 

growth opportunities. We have been 

nurtured and loved, both by the 

community and numerous rabbis. 

Conversion to Orthodox Judaism is a 

wonderful, transformative experience, 

and it is also the hardest decision we 

have made in our lives. You are not just 

adopting a new faith. You are adopting a 

people, a land, the Torah, and a holy 

tongue. Our path to Judaism was 

sometimes difficult and remains so to 

date. Many sacrifices had to be made 

along the way, not the least of which 

was having to uproot our children and 

move out of our family home of many 

years and relocate to the Jewish 

community. Another challenge was 
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saying goodbye to people who had 

previously been part of our lives. This 

was painful at the time, but God brought 

us many new and wonderful friends after 

we relocated to the Jewish community. 

A major challenge for me in 

becoming shomer Shabbos was that I 

could no longer participate in NFL 

alumni events, attend Friday night 

football games, or participate in OSU 

activities that largely occurred on 

Shabbos. Although our path was fraught 

with difficult and sometimes painful 

decisions as well as a drastic change in 

lifestyle, we have no regrets. The 

outcome has been deeply fulfilling and 

rewarding. We are forever grateful and 

humbled that we have the great privilege 

and responsibility of joining the Jewish 

People and striving to serve God. 

 

People often ask how our six children 

reacted to the conversion (our children 

share their honest feelings in our 

book, From Rose Bowl to Rashi). Our 

daughter was the most supportive; she 

even wanted to take the day off school to 

participate in our "big day" at the 

mikvah. Some of our sons were 

supportive and some neutral. There are 

resentments amongst our children, 

largely due to the fact that we cannot eat 

out as a family any longer (there are no 

kosher restaurants in our city), and 

around Shabbos observance issues, such 

as us not answering our phones on 

Shabbos. 
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Our wonderful family 

Our children are in various stages of 

discovering their own religious 

identities. None of them are practicing 

Christianity. Two of our sons initially 

expressed some interest in Judaism, and 

three of our sons are claiming atheism. 

Our daughter commented that seeing us 

on our journey has inspired her to figure 

out what she believes. My wife and I 

firmly believe they are all on the path 

God has laid out for each of them. 

After my wife’s sixth trip to Israel and 

my fourth, I could see the sadness in her 

eyes each time we left Israel. We had 

discussed making Aliyah after we 

retired, which was still at least seven 

years away. One of the vows I made to 

God when we got married was that I 

wanted to make her the happiest woman 

in the world. I was starting to see that 

Aliyah was part of that happiness. 

We developed a plan where she would 

move to Israel first, put down roots, and 

I would come later. We felt that doing a 

split Aliyah would ease our kids into the 

idea and make it more palatable for 

them. After consulting with several 

rabbis, and with the advice that we not 

be apart longer than 90 days at a stretch, 

Emunah made Aliyah in August, 2016. 

We agreed on a one-year trial period, 

and if at the end of one year if either one 

of us felt our marriage was weakened or 

suffering in any way, all bets were off, 

and she would return to Ohio. Our 

marriage has always been and will 

always remain our number one priority. 

About eight weeks after her arrival in 

Israel, I visited and was stunned when I 
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laid eyes on her. She was absolutely 

glowing. I told her, “You look different; 

you are different.” 

After I spent a few days with her in 

Ma’ale Adumim, I could see that she had 

a very strong support system and I did 

not have a worry at all about her being in 

Israel without me. I told her I was 

extending the trial period for another 

year. For now, every 90 days either she 

comes back to Ohio for three months, or 

I visit Israel. I have opened a file with 

Nefesh b’ Nefesh and hope to make 

Aliyah in the near future. 

 

The Murrays tell the beautiful story of 

their spiritual journey from being youth 

leaders in a Christian church to 

choosing Torah and Judaism. From 

Rose Bowl to Rashi, A Unique Journey 

to Orthodox Judaism, is available at 

fromrosebowltorashi.com, Amazon, and 

Pomerantz Bookseller in Jerusalem, 

Israel. 

 

Shabbos in Halacha  

 Smoothing – ממרח

1. To What Does this Prohibition 

Apply? 

 

A. Non-Foods 

 

The prohibition of smoothing applies 

chiefly to non-foods, such as the items 

mentioned above (wax, tar and fats), in 

addition to such commonly used items as 

soap, ointment, cream and similar 

substances. 

 

The use of solid bars of soap is 

forbidden under the melacha of 

smoothing. [In addition, using bars of 

soap may be prohibited under מוליד: 

dissolving a liquid, and ממחק, scraping.] 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Rose-Bowl-Rashi-Journey-Orthodox/dp/0692914218/friendsofaishhat
https://www.amazon.com/Rose-Bowl-Rashi-Journey-Orthodox/dp/0692914218/friendsofaishhat
https://www.amazon.com/Rose-Bowl-Rashi-Journey-Orthodox/dp/0692914218/friendsofaishhat
https://www.amazon.com/Rose-Bowl-Rashi-Journey-Orthodox/dp/0692914218/friendsofaishhat
https://www.amazon.com/Rose-Bowl-Rashi-Journey-Orthodox/dp/0692914218/friendsofaishhat
https://www.amazon.com/Rose-Bowl-Rashi-Journey-Orthodox/dp/0692914218/friendsofaishhat
https://www.amazon.com/Rose-Bowl-Rashi-Journey-Orthodox/dp/0692914218/friendsofaishhat
https://www.amazon.com/Rose-Bowl-Rashi-Journey-Orthodox/dp/0692914218/friendsofaishhat


 
 

10 

Shabbos Ta’am HaChaim: 

Tazria-HaChodesh 5779 

Is sponsored לזכר נשמת הרב חיים חנוך בן

 and as a zechus .הרב אליעזר זצ"ל ת.נ.צ.ב.ה

  .לרפואה שלימה כל חולי ישראל

Sponsorships $180.00 

Have a Wonderful Shabbos and a Gut 

Chodesh! 

Prepared by Rabbi Binyomin Adler 

For sponsorships please call 248-506-

0363       

To subscribe weekly by email, please 

email 

ShabbosTaamHachaim@gmail.com 

View Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim and 

other Divrei Torah on 

www.doreishtov.wordpress.com 

 

mailto:ShabbosTaamHachaim@gmail.com
mailto:ShabbosTaamHachaim@gmail.com
http://www.doreishtov.wordpress.com/
http://www.doreishtov.wordpress.com/


The issues of Parsha Potpourri in 2019 are generously dedicated 
 לז"נ אסתר בת ניסים יצחק ושמחה ז"ל

This week’s issue is also dedicated in memory of my grandmother 
 לז"נ גיטל בת חיים ז"ל

 

1 

Parsha Potpourri 
Parshas Tazria – Vol. 14, Issue 27 

Compiled by Ozer Alport 
 
 

)12:6ובמלאת ימי טהרה לבן או לבת תביא כבש בן שנתו לעלה ובן יונה או תר לחטאת (  
 Parshas Tazria begins by discussing the laws governing a woman who has given birth to a child. 
One of the requirements is that after waiting a period of 40 or 80 days after the birth of a son or a 
daughter, respectively, the woman must bring certain offerings to the Temple. Specifically, the Torah 
commands her to bring a sheep as a Korban Olah (Elevation-Offering) and a dove as a Korban Chatas 
(Sin-Offering). If she is unable to afford a sheep, she brings two doves, one to be used as a Korban Olah 
and the other as a Korban Chatas. 
 Although the Torah lists the Korban Olah before the Korban Chatas, the Gemora in Zevachim 
(90a) teaches that they were offered in the reverse order, with the Sin-Offering preceding the Elevation-
Offering. In his commentary on Parshas Vayikra (5:8), Rashi explains that the reason for this order is that 
if somebody hurts another person, first he must mollify him for his inappropriate actions, and only 
afterward is it appropriate to give him a present to restore the good will that was temporarily lost. 
Similarly, the Korban Chatas is offered to appease Hashem and obtain forgiveness, and it is therefore 
brought before the Korban Olah, which is comparable to a gift that is given after reconciliation has 
already been attained.  

However, this begs the obvious question: If the Sin-Offering is brought before the Elevation-
Offering, why does the Torah list them in the reverse order? Rav Nissan Kaplan explains that although it 
is necessary to first apologize before giving the hurt party a present, the ultimate purpose of the 
appeasement process is not the apology, but rather the closeness and good will engendered by the gift that 
follows it. In other words, although the Korban Chatas is offered first, the Torah lists the Korban Olah 
first in order to teach us that when bringing the Chatas, one’s focus should be on the closeness to Hashem, 
as represented by the Olah, that will be the end result. Still, this begs another question: Why is this lesson 
specifically taught regarding the offerings brought by a woman who has given birth as opposed to through 
any other individual who must bring these two offerings? 

A businessman who once studied in the illustrious Volozhin yeshiva brought his son to learn 
there. He told the Rosh Yeshiva, the Netziv, “Please educate my son so that he will be an honest Jew who 
will be םיקובע עת  (make fixed times for Torah study).” The Netziv replied, “You’re making a mistake. 
When your father brought you to Volozhin, he said that his goal was that you should become a םתלמיד חכ  
(Torah scholar), and you turned out to be an upright Jew who is םיקובע עת , but if you start out aspiring 
only that your son should become a םיקובע עת , who knows what he’ll actually become?”  

In light of the Netziv’s lesson to his former student, Rav Nissan explains that when it comes to 
educating our children, we have to aim for the stars and bring them up with lofty goals and aspirations. 
Therefore, when the Torah is addressing a woman who has just given birth, it specifically emphasizes this 
concept by hinting to her that although on a practical level she must begin by offering a Korban Chatas, in 
her mind she must remain focused on the big picture and the ultimate goal: the close relationship with 
Hashem created by the Korban Olah. 
 

 
)513:4וטמא טמא יקרא (  

 The Torah commands a metzora to dwell outside of the Jewish camp and to announce his impure 
status to others by calling out, “Tamei, tamei!” The Gemora in Moed Katan (5a) explains that this is done 
for two reasons. When the metzora informs other people about his condition, they will pray that he should 
be healed quickly. Additionally, their awareness of his impure status will help them to avoid becoming 
defiled through contact with him. 
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 In addition to the two rationales given by Chazal, Rav Zalman Sorotzkin suggests that this 
requirement also serves as an essential component of the metzora's process of repenting his sins and 
atoning for them. The Gemora (Arachin 16a) teaches that one of the primary causes of tzara'as is speaking 
negatively about others. In other words, before this individual was stricken with tzara'as, whenever he 
would see another person approaching him, he would begin to discuss forbidden topics with him.  
 Therefore, as part of his process of doing teshuvah, the Torah requires him to begin his 
conversation with every passerby with topics that are considered mitzvos, such as warning them to avoid 
his spiritual impurity and requesting them to pray on his behalf, which reveals that he accepts that his 
condition comes from Hashem and is not arbitrary and coincidental, and it can only be cured through 
heartfelt prayer and soul-searching. 
 Rav Sorotzkin recounts that he heard from Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzenski that the Chofetz Chaim 
had a very unique system to ensure that he would not be exposed to hearing forbidden lashon hara. 
Whenever somebody would approach him, he would immediately begin to discuss words of Torah and 
mussar with the individual until it was time for the conversation to end, and by actively filling the 
available time with the mitzvah of Torah study, a convenient side benefit was that there was no possibility 
of inappropriate gossip being shared. 
 Not surprisingly, it is reported that somebody staying at an inn in Europe was told that the 
illustrious Chofetz Chaim and Gerrer Rebbe were both passing through the inn. Excited to meet them and 
receive their blessings, the man perused the dining room until he saw a table with two elderly Rabbonim. 
Unsure about which was the Chofetz Chaim and which was the Gerrer Rebbe, the man observed the two 
Rabbonim for a few minutes and noticed that one of them was dominating the conversation and doing 
almost all of the talking.  
 Knowing that the Chofetz Chaim was renowned for his concern about every word that came out 
of his mouth, he assumed that the Rav who was listening quietly must be the Chofetz Chaim and 
approached the table to greet him. To his surprise, the Rav replied that he was speaking to the wrong 
person, as the Chofetz Chaim was seated across the table. The embarrassed man explained that he was 
sure that the Rav doing most of the talking couldn't possibly be the Chofetz Chaim. The Chofetz Chaim 
responded that people mistakenly assume that in order to avoid sinning in the area of forbidden speech, 
the only option is to refrain from talking. In reality, somebody who is fluent in the pertinent laws will 
know what he is permitted to say and will have no problem finding permissible subjects to discuss. 
 
 

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources that discuss them): 
 

1) The Shulchan Aruch rules (Orach Chaim 223:1) that when a woman gives birth to a son (Vayikra 
12:2), the parents are obligated to recite the blessing הטוב והמטיב. Is any blessing recited over the 
birth of a daughter? (Meromei Sadeh Berachos 54a, Aruch HaShulchan 223:1, Mishnah Berurah 
223:2, Halichos Shlomo Tefillah pg. 280, Shu”t Shevet HaLevi 9:49, Shu”t Tzitz Eliezer 13:20) 

2) The Torah teaches (12:3) that a baby boy should be circumcised on the eighth day of his life. In 
what case would Jewish law require a male who is not yet eight days old to be circumcised? 
(Rambam Hilchos Mila 1:3, 5) 

3) The Torah requires a woman who has given birth to bring a sheep as a Korban Olah and a dove as 
a Korban Chatas (12:6). If she is poor, both sacrifices shall be birds (12:8). If she has the means, 
why does the Torah prescribe that she bring a dove, which is the sacrifice of the poor, as a 
Korban Chatas and not another sheep? (Meshech Chochmah) 

4) The Torah requires (13:45-46) a metzora to dwell outside of the Jewish camp and to call out, 
“Tamei, tamei!” Rashi explains that he does so in order to inform other people that he is impure 
so that they will avoid contact with him. Are those who have other forms of impurity also 
supposed to announce their status to protect others from contacting them? (Toras Kohanim, 
Rambam Hilchos Tumas Tzara’as 10:8, Malbim) 
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Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) In discussing the blessings of praise to be recited upon the birth of a child, the Gemora (Berachos 59b) 
only mentions a blessing to be said for the birth of a son, implying that no blessing is said over the birth 
of a daughter. This is indeed the opinion of the Aruch HaShulchan. However, the Netziv writes that just 
as one recites a שהחיינו after purchasing valuable new possessions, so too one should make this blessing 
after the birth of a daughter, as the law is that whatever she produces belongs to her father. However, he 
adds that he hasn’t seen this opinion mentioned in legal sources and suggests that perhaps no blessing is 
said for the birth of a daughter. The Mishnah Berurah suggests that one recite the שהחיינו blessing for a 
different reason. The law is that somebody who experiences great joy at seeing his friend after a 
significant period of time during which they didn’t see or have contact with one another makes a שהחיינו. 
The Chofetz Chaim argues that the joy experienced when seeing one’s daughter for the first time is at 
least as great and therefore warrants this blessing. The Tzitz Eliezer points out a practical difference 
between these two explanations. According to the Netziv, only the father is obligated in the blessing, as 
whatever she produces belongs exclusively to him, whereas according to the Mishnah Berurah, the 
mother may say the blessing as well to express her joy at seeing her new daughter. Rav Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach writes that he originally believed that although according to the strict letter of the law one may 
recite שהחיינו for the birth of a daughter, the practice is not to do so simply because there is no clear 
obligation. Upon further thought, he changed his mind and ruled that it is forbidden to make this blessing. 
He explains that the שהחיינו blessing was only instituted when seeing an old friend after a considerable 
separation, but not when seeing somebody for the first time, nobody how much joy it brings (see 
Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 225:2). Additionally, Rav Shmuel Vozner explains that this blessing is 
only recited when one’s joy over the new object is complete, such as when eating a new fruit. A newborn 
child has tremendous potential, but it hasn’t yet been actualized. Although one rejoices at the birth of a 
new child, it will only be determined as she grows up whether she is a true source of joy to her parents, 
and therefore no blessing is recited at the time of her birth. 
 
2) The Rambam rules that a Jewish master is obligated to ensure that his non-Jewish male slaves are 
circumcised. If the slave was born already belonging to the master, he is circumcised when he is eight 
days old, just like a Jewish boy. However, a non-Jewish male slave who is purchased by a Jewish master 
after he was already born must be circumcised on the day he was bought, even if he was acquired on the 
day that he was born.  
 
3) The Meshech Chochmah cites the Gemora in Niddah (31b), which teaches that the reason that a 
woman who has given birth must bring an offering is because when her labor pains become intense and 
unbearable, she may take an oath never to have relations with her husband in order to prevent this from 
happening again, an oath which she will eventually come to break. Because her offering is due to a certain 
disloyalty toward her spouse, she must specifically bring a dove as her sin-offering even if she can afford 
a more expensive animal, as the Gemora in Eiruvin (100b) teaches that the dove is the paradigm of an 
animal which remains eternally faithful to its mate, a lesson which this woman needs to internalize. 
 
4) From the twofold repetition of the word “tamei,” the Toras Kohanim derives that this requirement of 
publicizing his status to warn others against contact with him applies not only to a metzora, but to 
anybody who is impure and could render others impure through contact. This obligation is legally 
codified by the Rambam. The Malbim adds that this teaching is also alluded to by the fact the 
cantillation in the verse includes a line separating the first “tamei” from the second, hinting that they are 
separated and aren’t both referring to the metzora. 
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NisanNisanNisanNisan

S hulchan Aruch (429:2) states, "We
don’t say tachanun throughout the

month of Nisan…"TorahWellsprings- Tazria - Hachodesh

The Mishnah Berurah explains, "The
twelve nesi'im brought korbanoson [the
first twelve days of Nisan] and the day
one brings akorban is his yom tov.Then
there's erev Pesach, Pesach, andisru
chagwhen we don’t saytachanun. Since
most of the month is holy, we therefore
make the entire month holy [and don’t

say tachanunthroughout Nisan]."

To describe the holiness of Nisan, the
Shlah Hakadosh (Pesachim, Ner Mitzvah,
7) writes that each day is like Rosh
Chodesh. He writes, "ùàø íëì äæä ùãåçä
íéùãç, [which can be translated] every
day of Nisan is likeùãç ùàø. The entire
month is Rosh Chodesh.1111 Therefore, the
Tur writes that…one doesn’t fast in

Nisan…"

The Avnei Nezerzt’l begins one of his

letters (seeAvnei Nezer, Orach Chaim
336) with the following words:

“Motzei Shabbos, Acharei,å"îøú,

“Shalom to my honored friend, the
renownedgaon, and genius, Reb Chaim

n’y, previously Rav of Moscow:

“I received your precious lettererev
Shabbos close to Shabbos, and you asked
that I answer some of your questions
regarding Pesach. That isn’t a small
request, because these [days before
Pesach] are priceless days — each hour
is like a day.2222 Nevertheless, since you
expressed your strong desire that I
answer you, and you wrote that it will be
your pleasure and yoursimchas yom tov,
I took out some time out to write this

letter…”

Indeed, the days before Pesach are very
priceless days,áùçé íåéì äòù — each hour

is precious like a day.

The Shem MiShmuelzt’l testified that
during Nisan, his father, the Avnei

1. The Ahavas Shalom zt’l writes, “One shouldn’t think that it is only by Nisan [that the
entire month is like Rosh Chodesh]. Also by the other months it is so, because when

Rosh Chodesh is observed appropriately, the entire month will be like Rosh Chodesh,
because אזיל רישא בתר ,דגופא the body follows the head… Therefore, it is proper for the wise
to pay attention to Rosh Chodesh to serve Hashem properly on that day, for that will
influence and make the entire month good. Even just one hour on Rosh Chodesh, when it
is ,כתיקונו kept properly, the entire month will be good [and imbued with the holiness of
Rosh Chodesh].
2. In the Avnei Nezer’s words, יחשב  ליום שעה  הערך, יקרי אלו  ימים  כי לשאול  הקשה  כי אם 
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Nezer, would beíéðåéìòä úåîìåòá êìåäå ááåñî,
“strolling around in the upper worlds.”
He was more in heaven than upon earth

(Avir HaRo’im 264).

The Shem MiShmuel heard his father say
that during Nisan he doesn’t need to
sleep, due to the holiness of these days

(Avir HaRo’im 299).

The Agra d’Kala (Pikudei) teaches that
the first twelve days of Nisan represent
the twelve months of the year. The first
day represents Nisan, the second day
Iyar, the third day Sivan, and so on. He
writes, “åðìá÷, we received, that the first
twelve days of Nisan, the days the
nesi’im brought their korbanos, are
associated with the twelve months of the
year, and each day represents an entire
month. This lesson was revealed by
Rebbe Mendel of Riminovzt’l. Those
who have pure eyes can contemplate on
these days, and perceive through them
what will happen in their corresponding
months. On each of these twelve days,
Rebbe Yaakov Yitzchak [the Chozeh of
Lublin zt’l, with his ruach hakodesh]
would write what he perceived would
occur in the corresponding month — as
this is known to our holy group. The
year he was called up to heaven (and was
niftar in the month Menachem Av) he
wrote [what he perceived would happen
in the world from Nisan up to Av] but
he didn’t write further, as this is known.”

Rosh Chodesh Nisan in particular is a
special day. Chazal (Shabbos87:) state,
úåøèò øùò ìèð íåé åúåà, “That day [Rosh

Chodesh Nisan] took ten crowns.”

In 5747, I attended achasunahon the
night of Rosh Chodesh Nisan. I was
speaking to a relative and expressed my
surprise that the wedding was scheduled
so close to Pesach, a time when people
are so busy. He replied, "Your
grandfather, Rebbe Moshe Mordechai of
Lelov, chose this date. Themechutanim
asked him to suggest a date for the
chasunah, and he said Rosh Chodesh
Nisan is the most beautiful day of the

year.”

Rebbe Tzaddok HaCohenzt’l (Pri
Tzaddik, HaChodesh6) writes that Rosh
Chodesh contains the entire month within
it. Hence, on Rosh Chodesh Nisan, one
should experience the holiness of Pesach,
because Pesach is included within this
day. When Shabbos HaChodesh is before
Rosh Chodesh Nisan, Shabbos
HaChodesh contains the holiness of the
entire week, which includes Rosh
Chodesh. Thus, on Shabbos HaChodesh,
one should experience the holiness of
Rosh Chodesh, and the holiness of

Pesach.

When, like this year, Shabbos
HaChodesh and Rosh Chodesh coincide,
Shabbos adds sanctity to Rosh Chodesh
(see Zevachim 91.). This means this
year’s Pesach will be holier than other
years, because the Rosh Chodesh that

precedes this year's Pesach is holier.

TheTheTheThe Nesi'imNesi'imNesi'imNesi'im

After the Mishkan was erected for the
first time, on Rosh Chodesh Nisan, the
twelve nesi'im of Bnei Yisrael came
forward to the mizbeaich with their
korbanos. Moshe asked Hashem whether
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he should sacrifice them and Hashem
replied (Bamidbar7:11), àéùð íåéì ãçà àéùð
íåéì ãçà, each day, anothernasi should
bring hiskorbanos. With thesekorbanos,
they inaugurated themizbeaich (úëåðç

çáæîä).

The Shlah HaKadosh (beginning
Misechta Pesachim) writes, "In my
humble opinion, it is a good custom to
read thenasi of each day…" During the
first twelve days of Nisan, to read each
day (in parashas àùð) the korbanos

brought on that day.

The Torah calls themíàùð (Shemos
35:27). There is missing aã"åé is in their
title. Rashi explains that they lost theã"åé
because they weren'tíéæéøæ, swift, with
their donations. When Hashem told Bnei
Yisrael to donate to the Mishkan, the
nesi'imsaid let everyone else donate and
we’ll give whatever is missing. They
should have been quick to donate right
away. They therefore lost aã"åé from their
title, and are calledíàùð. To right that
error, they were the first ones to bring

korbanosfor the çáæîä úëåðç.

The Chidushei HaRimzt'l said that aã"åé
is missing from their title becauseúåæéøæ is

fundamental for being a Yid (ã"åé).

This episode teaches us to be swift to do
the mitzvos whenever we have the

opportunity.

We also learn never to despair regardless
of one's mistakes and sins of the past.
The nesi'im erred, they should have
donated to the Mishkan immediately,
they therefore even lost theã"åé from íàùð,
but they didn’t despair. They waited for

the moment they could rectify their
mistake, and were first ones to bring
sacrifices to consecrate themizbeiach.
This shows us that it is never too late,

and one can always rectify the past.

How would a person feel if he had a
letter removed from his name because of
his laziness and sins? How would he feel
if a great tzaddik tells him that because
of his past errors, aã"åé would be
removed from his title? Or even worse,
how would he feel if Hashem Himself
tells him that? He would probably lose
hope to ever serve Hashem. However,
the nesi'im grew from that situation and

corrected their ways.

ZerizusZerizusZerizusZerizus

The Shlah (Shaar HaOsiyos úåæéøæ 'æ)
writes, “It is written in úåãîä úåìòî,
‘Know, my son, the attribute ofzrizus is
very important because man was created
primarily to be azariz. As it states [by
Creation] äéç ùôðì íãàä éäéå, ‘man became
a live soul.’ The translation ofäéç is
zerizus… We can likewise explain the
pasuk(Vayikra 18:5), øùà ...éú÷ç úà íúøîùå
íäá éçå íãàä íúåà äùòé, ‘Keep My
mitzvos…which a man should do and
live with them.’ íäá éçå means one should
keep the mitzvos withúåæéøæå úåéç, vivacity
and agility, not with laziness… In
Masechta Brachos, where it discusses the
laws of äëøá ìù ñåë, the cup of wine used
for mitzvos, one of the criteria is it
should be éç. Rashi translates,à÷ùéøô,
fresh. This means it should be hale and

hearty wine, not sour…”

Let us learn from this to serve Hashem
with a freshness, vivacity,zerizus and
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joy. The Avnei Nezerzt’l taught, “All
tzarosand poverty that is among Yidden
is because they learn Gemara with
laziness, like they are ready to fall
asleep. If people would listen to me and
study Torah with chiyus and joy, I
guarantee that everyone in Bnei Yisrael
would have parnassah” (Avir HaRo’im

113).

Rebbe Tzadok HaCohen (Pri Tzaddik,
Sivan4) writes, “People say in the name
of the Baal Shem Tovzy’a that he was
jealous of the intense inspiration that
young people have when they begin
entering the gates of chassidus. As the
Rokeiach writes, åúìçúá úåãéñçë ÷æåç åéà,
‘nothing is stronger than chassidus at its

early stages.’”

Running to do mitzvos implies desire.
Ben Azay (Avos 4:2) therefore says,éåä
äøéáòä ïî çøåáå äøåîçë äì÷ äåöîì õø, “Run to
the mitzvos… and run away from sin…”

The Gemara (Brachos 6:) states, “One
should always run to learn Torah, even
on Shabbos, as it states (Hoshei’a11:10),
âàùé äéøàë åëìé 'ä éøçà, “Go after Hashem
like a roaring lion.” The Chidushei
HaRim asks that thepasuk states åëìé,
which means walking. Where is it

implied that one should run?

The answer is, the final words are,äéøàë
âàåù, “Like a roaring lion.” An old person
walking slowly in the snow with his
stick, who suddenly hears a lion roaring,
will drop his stick and run quickly. The
pasukis teaching that one should follow
Hashem as though there’s a lion nearby.
He should run to keep the mitzvos, and

run away from sins, like someone
running away from a lion.

JoyJoyJoyJoy isisisis EssentialEssentialEssentialEssential forforforfor AvodasAvodasAvodasAvodas HashemHashemHashemHashem

Some people complained to Reb Shalom
Shwardanzt’l that his mussarspeeches,
with jokes and humor, were improper,
and were in factleitzanus. Reb Shalom
traveled to Bnei Brak, to ask the Chazon
Ish whether they were correct. The
Chazon Ish asked him to demonstrate
how he speaks. Reb Shalom spoke in the
manner he spoke before an audience. The
Chazon Ish told him to continue speaking
that way. He explained, “In Lithuania,
there was Torah andyiras Shamayim, yet
the youth were going to themaskilim
(Enlightment Movement). Why? Because
the maskilim had the joy, and we

didn’t…”

About yetzias Mitzrayim, it states
(Shemos12:39), íäì åùò àì äãéö íâå, they
were rushing out of Mitzrayim and they
didn’t even have time to prepare food for
their trip. In contrast, when Yehoshua
brought the nation into Eretz Yisrael it
states (Yehoshua 1:11),äãéö íëì åðéëä,

“Prepare food…”

Another translation foräãéö is teshuvah.
When Yehoshua told themäãéö íëì åðéëä,
his intention was that they should do
teshuvahso they could merit coming into
Eretz Yisrael. As Tana d’Bei Eliyahu
(ch.18) writes, “Yehoshua told them to
do teshuvahso they will enter the land
Hakadosh Baruch Hu inherited to their

forefathers.”

Reb Zev of Stropkov zt’l said that
according to this translation, we should



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- TazriaTazriaTazriaTazria ---- HachodeshHachodeshHachodeshHachodesh 5555

also explain theäãéö, as stated byyetzias
Mitzrayim, to imply teshuvah. The pasuk
says,íäì åùò àì äãéö íâå. This means that
when they left Mitzrayim, they were so
in love with Hashem, they didn’t want to
stop to do teshuvahand to think about
their faults and sins. They wanted to only
focus on their attachment with
Hashem.Hashem praised them, as it
states (Yirmiyahu2:3), ...êééøåòð ãñç êì éúøëæ,
“I remember your good deed of your
youth, òåøæ àì õøàá øáãîá éøçà êúëì, you
followed Me into the desert, a land that
doesn’t produce anything…” They were
praised for not taking alongäãéö, thoughts
of teshuvah, because they chose instead

to focus on their love for Hashem.

Similarly, not in every generation is it
wise to dwell on thoughts ofteshuvah
which leads a person toyeush, despair.
Instead,ìéà åîë êãáò õåøé, run after Hashem
like a ram, êéúåãéãé åì áøòé, and then you
will find the sweetest experience in the

world by your service to Hashem.

Reb Yaakov Galinskyzt’l tells a story
that happened to him, when he was
traveling on a Russian train. The Russian
trains have three level bunk beds on
either side of the cabin. Reb Yaakov tells
that he was very tired and he wanted to
sleep. But one man lying on one of the
beds was speaking loudly, and preventing
him from falling asleep. This goy kept
saying, “I'm so thirsty! I'm so thirsty!”
Reb Yaakov Galinsky realized that he
wouldn’t be able to sleep as long as that
person is complaining so he went over to
him and asked him for his thermos. The

man gave it to him, and Reb Yaakov
Galinsky filled it with water for him. The
man swallowed the entire contents in a
moment. Reb Yaakov thought that now
he would be able to sleep. But as soon
as he fell asleep, the goy started shouting
again, on the top of his lungs. This time
he was saying, “Boy was I thirsty! I was

so thirsty…”

That is how it appears when one is busy
with the past. Even if you did something
wrong, go on, and improve the future.
Focusing on what was is often the hoax
of the yetzer harato draw people down.

We can also compare this to someone
whose wagon wheel broke while he was
traveling. Should he sit on the wagon,
thinking about the reason the wheel
broke, or should he simply fix it?
Certainly he should fix the wheel so he
can travel further. Later on, at the end of
the day when he is lying in bed, can he
think about what happened, so he can be

more cautious next time.

The nimshal is that when one does
something wrong, he can think about it
at night, before going to sleep. He can
do teshuvahthen. But the middle of the
day is time to serve Hashem. There is no
time to focus on the wrong that he did,

then.

After the Holocaust, people asked the
Satmar Rebbe zt’l for his overall
impressions of the war, and his views on
what happened. He replied, “Yidden
don’t discuss what was. Their focus is on

the future.”
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ShabbosShabbosShabbosShabbos HaChodeshHaChodeshHaChodeshHaChodesh

We say inAshrei(Tehillim 145:12),òéãåäì
åéúåøåáâ íãàä éðáì, “To inform people of His

strength.”

Following the path ofremez, hints, the
Yesod HaAvodahzt’l explains thatòéãåäì
åéúåøåáâ íãàä éðáì is referring to the
greatness of the Jewish nation.òéãåäì, we
must reveal, íãà éðáì , to people,åéúåøåáâ ,

just how great and special they are.

When do we make this proclamation?
When do reveal to Yidden just how
powerful and special they are? One
primary time is when we readparashas

Hachodesh.

Parashas HaChodesh teaches us that the
Jewish nation determines when it will be
Rosh Chodesh and when there will be a
leap year. By extension, they decide
when theyomim tovimwill take place.
The Yidden determine the dates, and

Hashem gives His consent.

This demonstrates the greatness of the
Jewish nation. As the Midrash (Shemos
15:2) states, “The malachim ask
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, ‘Master of the
World. When will You make theyomim
tovim…?’ Hakadosh Baruch Hu replies,
‘I and you will agree with whatever the
Jewish nation decides…’ Hakadosh
Baruch Hu says to Bnei Yisrael, ‘In the
past, it was in My hands… From now on
it’s in your hands. When you say yes, it
will be yes, and when you say no, it will
be no. Whatever you decide,äæä ùãåçä
íëì, the new month is up to you. And
even if you want to make a leap year, I

will accede to your decision…’”

The Chidushei HaRimzt’l says that it
isn't only Rosh Chodesh. “Everything
was given over to us! Everything is in
our hands! If a person knows this, and
discovers who he is and his potential, he

wouldn’t waste a moment.”

For example, Klal Yisrael was granted
the power of tefillah. They can ask all
their hearts’ desires – for the community
and for the individual, for major matters
and for trivial matters – and theirtefillos
take effect. They can also draw down
Hashem’s kindness and bounty with their
Torah study and with their mitzvos. If a
person knows about this, he wouldn’t
waste a moment from Hashem’s service.

Parashas HaChodeshalso teaches that a
Yid should always beginavodas Hashem

anew.

On the pasuk (Tehillim 71:9), éðëéìùú ìà
äð÷æ úòì, “Don’t cast me in my elderly
years” the Baal Shem Tovzt’l explained
that Dovid HaMelech prayed that the
mitzvos shouldn’t become “old” to him.
He shouldn’t feel, “been there, done
that.” Rather he should approach each

mitzvah like it is the first time.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu also requests from
us, äð÷æ úòì éðëéìùú ìà, don’t do the
mitzvos like they are old and routine. Do

the mitzvos with joy and happiness.

People get into routines: this is the way
they daven, this is the way they act. The
Torah says,ùãçä, the ability to become
like new,íëì, is in your hands. You don’t

have to remain the same – eternally.

The mitzvah,íëì äæä ùãåçä ,was given to
the Jewish nation when they were in



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- TazriaTazriaTazriaTazria ---- HachodeshHachodeshHachodeshHachodesh 7777

Mitzrayim, standing on the threshold of
the 49th gate of impurity. From that
lowly place Hashem urged themäæä ùãåçä
íëì, to start all over again. This indicates
that even if one fell to very low levels,
he can pick himself up and begin serving

Hashem.

The Gemara tells the story of Reb Elazar
ben Arach who forgot his Torah (until
the chachamimprayed for him that he
should remember). To some extent, it
seems he even forgot how to read. When
he readíëì äæä ùãåçä, he accidentally read
it, íáì äéä ùøçä, “Their hearts were deaf.”

The Chozeh of Lublinzt’l explains that
a “deaf heart” represents falling to low
levels until his heart is deaf, emotionless.
Nevertheless, from that fallen state the
Torah encourages,íëì äæä ùãåçä, you can

renew yourselves.3333

It is written, 'ä àðù øùà äáöî êì íé÷ú àìå
êé÷ìà, "Don’t set up an altar, which
Hashem your G-d hates" (Devarim
16:22). Aäáöî is an altar that’s grounded.
It hints to someone who feels set in his
ways, and thinks he is unable to change.
The pasuk is saying that Hashem hates
that attitude. Don’t say that you’re

grounded in your ways, and that you
can’t change. Your age, history,
non-withstanding, you have the ability to

change your ways.

A bachur came to the Klausenberger
Rebbe zt'l and told him that he was
thrown out of his yeshiva. The
Klausenberg Rebbe summoned for the
mashgiachof the bachur’s yeshiva and
asked him why he threw thisbachurout.
The mashgiach told him all the bad
deeds the boy committed, and concluded,
“It’s impossible to keep him in the
yeshiva if he does these things.”
“That’s true,” the Rebbe agreed, “but I
spoke with thebachur, and he told me
that he’s ready to change.”
The mashgiach said in exasperation,
“This bachur promised me a thousand
times that he will improve and he never

keeps his word.”

The Rebbe held his white beard and said,
“Throughout the many years of my life I
promised Hashem even more than a
thousand times that I will improve, and I
haven’t done so yet. According to what
you’re saying, I should give up. But
actualy, as long as a Yid lives, he still
has potential to improve his ways…”4444

3. It states (Brachos 4:), “Whoever says Ashrei three times each day is guaranteed to be
a הבא  עולם ,בן a member of Olam HaBa. Reb Zalman Brizel zt’l explained that this is

because we conclude Ashrei with the words מעתה ... י"ה נברך ,ואנחנו  “We will praise Hashem
from now…” The key word is ,מעתה to begin from now. When one begins anew, three times
each day — always seeking to serve Hashem better than before — he will certainly merit
being a ben Olam HaBa.
4. The Rema (Shulchan Aruch, 476:2) writes, "In some locales there is a custom to eat

an egg at the meal [of the Seder] as a sign of mourning. I think the explanation is
because Tisha b'Av will fall on the same day [of the week] as the first day of Pesach. It is
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The signs of a kosher fish are fins and
scales. Fish use these to swim against the
current. Chazal (Yerushalmi Taanis4,
end of 5) also state that a fish that can't
swim against the current isn't a kosher
species. This suggests that a pure person
is someone who can go against the
current. People have routines of how
they do things, and they think they can't
go against the current of their old ways.
Don’t let that prevent you from doing
what you understand you should. You
can turn over a new leaf, go against your
current, and do as you know you ought

to.5555

When the Pnei Menachem of Gurzt’l
was niftar, approximately 200 siddurim

were found in his possession. He would
change siddurim, to bring a freshness, to
help his concentration in thetefillos. The
depths of the ways of the Pnei
Menachem are beyond us, but it teaches
us to seek ways to find newness in

avodas Hashem.

One can begin anew every day — even
several times each day — but there are
times that aremesugaland conducive for
starting again. From the primary days
are: Shabbos HaChodesh, Rosh Chodesh,

and the entire month of Nisan.

Reb Yaakov Eliyahu Lazarzt'l was by
the Shinover Ravzt'l for Shabbos Parah.
On Sunday, when he came to take leave,

also [to mourn for] the destruction, because they used to bring a korban Pesach…" and now
we mourn that we aren't able to.
The holy sefarim give another reason for this custom. A raw egg is something that hasn't
yet reached its perfected state. (It didn’t yet hatch into a chicken.) Similarly, we must
remember that although we are celebrating yetzias Mitzrayim, the redemption isn’t complete
until Moshiach comes. We are still in the process. We should therefore rejoice with the
salvation and pray for the final redemption.
This also applies to each person's spiritual growth. One should rejoice with each
accomplishment in avodas Hashem, but one remember that he isn't finished yet. There’s a
lot of growth ahead. He hasn't reached his peak in avodas Hashem. Like the egg, he is still
in the process, celebrating the past, and praying for the future.
5. By mattan Torah it states, לה ' שלמים  זבחים  ויעלו ישראל בני נערי ,וישלחו "The youths of Bnei

Yisrael sacrificed korbanos…" (Shemos 24:5). Who were these ,נערים youths? Rashi
writes that they were the bechorim, the firstborns, who at that time were the cohanim.
The firstborns weren't necessarily young – some of them may have been old, but the Torah
calls them ,נערים youths. This needs explanation.
The Sfas Emes (Mishpatim 5645) asks, "Firstborns are older than their brothers." So why
does the Torah call them ,נערי  youths?
The Sfas Emes answers, "The firstborns have התחדשות  ,כח the power of renewal, and that
is why they are called ,נערי  youths. [They weren’t necessarily youths, but they had the traits
of youth, who are prepared to change their ways.] This is the reason firstborns were chosen
to serve Hashem. So too, all of Bnei Yisrael are youthful, as it states ישראל בכורי ,בני ‘My son,
My firstborn, Yisrael’ (Shemos 4:22) because they… have the ability to start again."
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the Shinover Rav asked him, "Are you
leaving already?"
The gabai (who was present, and
understood what he must do) quickly
said, "No, Reb Lazar will remain with us

for a few more days."

The Shinover Rav replied, "Good,
because it's very important for a student
to be with his rebbe on Shabbos
HaChodesh. This Shabbos one has the

potential to become a new person."

Reb Lazar would often speak
nostalgically about that Shabbos. He said
it’s impossible to repeat what he saw that
Shabbos. He only revealed one thing.
When he davenedäáø äáäà in Shacharis,
he was suddenly overcome by emotion.
He left the beis medresh and cried
profusely fromdeveikus. He felt that he

became a new person.

Rosh Chodesh, especially Rosh Chodesh
Nisan, is also a time for new beginings.
The Shem MiShmuel (Mishpatim ä"òøú)
teaches that in Mitzrayim Hashem blew
into every Yid a new spirit of life on
Rosh Chodesh Nisan. This happens each
year again. On Rosh Chodesh Nisan,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives to every Yid
a new spirit of life. He can use this new
ruach to become more devoted to
Hashem and His mitzvos. But it is up to
the person to desire it. He has to want to

leave his bad ways and to come close to
Hashem.

Reb Tzvi Hirsh of Riminovzt’l explained
the pasuk, ...íëì äæä ùãåçä, that the entire
month of Nisan ismesugal for starting
anew, starting over again. And when one
lives the month of Nisan with many
attempts to begin new,éùãçì íëì àåä ïåùàø
äðùä, it will help him begin anew,

throughout the year.

Similarly, the Chidushei HaRimzt’l
writes, “On Rosh Chodesh Hashem gives
each Yid the ability to beginavodas
Hashemùãçî, brand new. This happens
each month on Rosh Chodesh. The
uniqueness of Rosh Chodesh Nisan is
that the inspiration to start anew that one
has on Rosh Chodesh Nisan is the
catalyst for having this inspiration

throughout the year.”6666

PesachPesachPesachPesach PreparationsPreparationsPreparationsPreparations

The Kav HaYashar (90) writes, “I
received akabalah that every exertion
one invests in honor of Pesach, and as he
toils for Pesach, he becomes tired and
exhausted from the work, it kills all the
mazikimcalledíãà éðá éòâð, mans’ plagues.
When one works for Pesach it rectifies
[very severe sins]. The heart knows the
bitter truth that almost none of us are
clean from that [severe] sins, therefore
everyone is obligated to fix whatever he

6. The Beis Avraham zt'l writes, ראש" לכם  הזה  ,החדש  means the month of Nisan is mesugal
to correct one's ,ראש thoughts. Even if his thoughts were filled with temptations or heresy,

rachmana litzlan, he can become like a new person this month. השנה לחדשי לכם  הוא .ראשון
This means that someone who makes himself new and accepts on himself to serve Hashem
this month, it will help him all the months of the year."
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can, and Hashem, with His immense
mercy and kindness will accept the
thoughts of the Jewish people, His

nation, and will redeem us quickly.”7777

One of the primary preparations people
are busy with at this time of year is
obviously ridding the home from
chametz. It isn’t easy; it is toil; it is
tiring; and as the Kav HaYashar teaches,

it atones for severe sins.

In most machzorim, there is a small
prayer printed right beforetekiyas shofer,
“Let all the malachim that came forth
from ÷"øù÷ (which stands for ú÷äòéùíéøá

úøú äòå÷äòé ) should go up before
Hashem’s holy throne to say kind words
about us, so our sins will be atoned for.”
Rebbe Levi Yitzchok of Berdichevzy’a
once saw women cleaning and scrubbing
their homes for Pesach. He said, "May
the malachimthat come forth from÷"øù÷
, which is an acronym for '÷ïéöàø'ùïéøòééà

'øïéáéé'÷ïéøò (different kinds of cleaning
and scouring) should go up before
Hashem’s throne and arouse mercy for

the Jewish nation.”

Reb Shimshon Ahron Polanski, the
Tepliker Ravzt'l, once came to his beis
medresh in Yerushalayim a few days
before Pesach, and saw a full beis
medresh. Everyone was learning with
hasmadah, as though they had absolutely
no worries or obligations. He went up to

the bimah, and announced, "Rabboisai!
There are manyalmanos, widows, in
Yerushalayim, and they need help

cleaning for Pesach."

Everyone was ready to volunteer to help
out. They understood that this is a
mitzvah they shouldn’t pass up. The
Tepliker Rav explained to them that he
was referring to their own wives. “Your
wives need your help. Why are you
letting them struggle alone at home, as if
they were widows? Why aren't you
helping them get ready foryom tov?!"

The Radvaz(3: 977) writes, “You asked
for my opinion, why is chametz on
Pesach different than other prohibitions
of the Torah, that the Torah was
stringent, and requires that we should
search for it, burn it, destroy it, and also
to annul it in our hearts (ìåèá). The
chachamim added more precautions to
these prohibitions, and required one to
search for it in all cracks and crevices of
his home, and to banish it from all our
properties. One transgressesìáå äàøé ìá
àöîé for owning chametz. Even a drop of
chametz is forbidden [when it gets mixed
in with other foods] and never becomes
annulled (ìèá). Such stringencies aren’t
found by other prohibitions of the Torah.
Why? If you will say that this is because
chametz is severe, as the punishment is
kares, behold áìç (forbidden fats) and

7. Rebbe Ahron Leib of Permishlan zy’a compared cleaning for Pesach to surgery prep.
Before surgery, doctors tell their patients that they shouldn’t eat anything, so their bodies

will be clean for the operation. Pesach can be compared to a great surgery, as our bad will
be extracted, and instead of tumah we will be imbued with holiness. Before this “surgery”
we prepare and cleanse ourselves, by cleaning our homes from chametz.
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blood is also punished withkares, and
they don’t have these strict regulations.
And if you will say that it’s because we
aren’t permitted to even derive pleasure
from chametz, behold we are also
forbidden to derive pleasure fromklayim
(íøëä éàìë) and ì÷ñðä øåù, and they don’t
have these strict rules… And if you will
say that it is becauseäéðéî éìéãá àìã, that
people are accustomed to eating bread
and they are not used to separating
themselves from it, behold wine for a
nazir, which he isn’t separated from wine
the entire year, andùãç, which people are
accustomed to eating grains the entire
year, and they don’t have these

stringencies!”

The Radvaz offers a few explanations to
explain why the laws of chametz are
more stringent than other halachos, but
he isn’t satisfied with any of his
explanations. Then he writes, “I therefore
explain it according to the Midrash,
which teaches thatchametzon Pesach
symbolizes theyetzer hara. 8888 Therefore,
one must banish theyetzer hara from
himself, and one must search for it in all
corners of his mind. Even the smallest
drop must be eradicated. This

explanation is correct and true, in my
humble opinion.”

Rebbe Levi Yitzchok of Berdichevzy’a
said, "By cleaning for Pesach, one should
be able to attainruach hakadosh, only

anger ruins it."

The pasukstates,úà êì äùòú àì äëñî éäìà
øîùú úåöîä âç, "Don’t make molten gods.
Be cautious to keep the holiday
Pesach…" (Shemos34:17-18). What is
the connection between the prohibition
against avodah zarah and keeping
Pesach? Rebbe Asher of Stolinzt’l
explained that people often become
angry when preparing for Pesach, since
they are very concerned and tense, lest
there be chametz in their homes. Chazal
(Shabbos105) say,äãåáò ãáåò åìéàë ñòåëä ìë
äøæ, "Whoever becomes angry it is as if
he worshiped idols.” Thus, thepasuk is
saying, êì äùòú àì äëñî éäìà, don’t
become angry,øåîùú úåöîä âç úà, even
when preparing and cleaning your home

for Pesach.9999

ChesedChesedChesedChesed

In Hilchos Pesachit states,íéèéç úåð÷ì âäðî
çñô êøåöì íééðòì ï÷ìçì, "The custom is to
buy wheat and to distribute to the poor

8. The Gemara (Berachos 17), hints that the yetzer hara is signified by chametz, as the
Gemara states, “Master of the world, it is revealed and known to you that our will is to

do Your will. Who prevents us? גליות  ושיעבוד שבעיסה ,שאור the sourdough and government
oppression.” Rashi explains: “The שבעיסה ,שאור sourdough is the yetzer hara.”
9. Why is anger compared to idol worship? We can explain that it’s because avodah zarah

doesn’t accomplish anything, and neither does anger. One doesn’t gain anything from
idol worship, as we say in Hallel, ידברו ... ולא להם  ,פה "They have a mouth, but they can't
speak…" Those who worship idols receive nothing in return. Anger is similarly futile, as
Chazal (Kiddushin 41.) say, “Whoever becomes angry, all that he gains is anger.” Nothing
else was accomplished. Thus, they are similar.
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for Pesach" (429:1). In our generation,
we keep this custom by handing out
matzah (and otheryom tov products) to

the poor for Pesach.

The Divrei Chaim of Tzanzzt'l would
have high levels ofruach hakadoshat
his Seder. He saw with hisruach
hakadosh the Sedarim of other
tzaddikim, his contemporaries, and the
impression those Sedarim made in
Heaven, and he would speak about them
with his chassidim. One year, he
particularly praised the Seder of Rebbe
Eliezer Mendel of Lelovzt'l. "The Seder
of Rebbe Eliezer Mendel of Lelovzt'l
shone this year, more than the Sedarim

of all other tzaddikim."

This part of the story is known, but I
heard an addendum to this story: What
was special about Rebbe Eliezer
Mendel's Seder that year? He lived in
Yerushalayim and received a nice
amount of money from a wealthy person
in chutz l'aretz, to distribute to the poor
Yidden of Yerushalayim. Rebbe Eliezer
Mendel distributed all the money. He
didn’t take a cent for himself, although
he was also poor, and that merit elevated

his Seder so high.

After Shulchan Aruch discusses the
custom to givema’os chittim, money to
the poor for Pesach,Shulchan Aruch
states,ïñéð ùãç ìëá íäéðô ìò íéìôåð ïéà, “We
don’t fall on our face [to saytachanun]
the entire month of Nisan.” We can
explain that if one helps the poor, he
won’t fall on his face (figuratively) in
shame. He will stand erect, and receive

the blessings of Pesach.

KibudKibudKibudKibud AvAvAvAv Ve'eimVe'eimVe'eimVe'eim

The month of Nisan is approaching; an
ideal time to discuss the holy mitzvah of
kibud av ve’eim, honoring parents.
Yeshivos and schools are off, and the
children are at home. There will be more
opportunities — plus more challenges —
to keep this holy mitzvah.
Reb Yechezkel Levinstein zt’l, the
mashgiachof Ponevitz, encouraged the
bachurim to study hilchos kibud av
ve'eim thirty days before the end of the
zeman. He explained that just as we are
obligated to study the laws of Pesach
thirty days before theyom tov arrives,
children should study the laws ofkibud
av ve'eim thirty days before they go
home, so they will know the laws and

keep them properly.

The Torah (Shemos20:12) states,úà ãáë
êéîé ïåëéøàé ïòîì êîà úàå êéáà “honor your
father and your mother so you will live
long.” Rabbeinu b’Chaya writes, “We
clearly see that those who honor their
parents live long, and/or have success

and serenity in all areas.”

Chazal tell us àëéì àîìò éàäá äåöî øëù,
"There is no reward in this world for the
mitzvos." The reward for the mitzvos is
given in Olam HaBa, because this world
is too small to contain the immense
rewards for keeping the mitzvos. But,
there are some mitzvos for which we
reap their fruits in this world.Kibud av

ve'eim is one of them.

The Or HaChayim clarifies that the
longevity the Torah promises isn't
actually reward for honoring parents,

rather a natural consequence.
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The Ohr HaChayim writes, “The mitzvah
of kibud av v’eimis mesugalfor a long
life. This is in addition to the reward that
Hashem will give for keeping the
mitzvah. Because there are mitzvos that
have wonderful segulos to them, in
addition to the reward that Hashem

chooses to give for each mitzvah..."

The Beis Ahron of Stolinzt’l said that he
attained his spiritual heights by keeping

the mitzvahkibud av v’eim. 10101010

It is essential that we discuss some of the
benefits one earns from keeping this
mitzvah, because this mitzvah is very
diffciult to keep, and we need
encouragement and motivation. In fact,
Rashi writes, “It is impossible to honor
one’s parents as much as one should"

(Kiddushin31).

The Pela Yoetz writes, “It is known how
important it is to honor parents.
Honoring parents is compared to
honoring Hashem. To disgrace them is a
grave sin….Therefore, dear children of
Bnei Yisrael, honor Hashem, and be
careful to honor your father and mother.
Listen to everything they say…. Each
mitzvah has its mazal. People spend a lot
of money to have the merit to open up
the aron kodeshor to be asandakand
the like, but these aren’t mitzvos from
the Torah, and they aren’t even mitzvos
of the rabbanan. They are chibuv
mitzvah (a gesture that shows our love

for the mitzvos).Ashreihem Yisrael(they
are fortunate for their love of the
mitzvos)! However, each time one obeys
his father or his mother he is doing a
mitzvah from the Torah. But the fools

transgress and they are punished.”

Reb Shlomo Zalman Aurbachzt’l once
saw a fifty-year-old man schlepping
heavy tables and chairs all by himself on
Shabbos morning, while his children
were standing in theirtalleisim, speaking

with each other.

"Why aren't you helping your father?"
Reb Shlomo Zalman asked them.
"We don’t rely on the eiruv," they

responded.

Reb Shlomo Zalman was very disturbed
by their answer. For the next few days,
Reb Shlomo Zalman wasn't able to give
his regularshiur in his yeshiva, because
he was so bothered by what he saw. He
couldn’t make peace with the fact that
they allowed their father work, to schlep
chairs and benches for akiddush, while

they stood by.

But this is the mazal ofkibud av ve'eim.
People are ready to do all kinds of
mitzvos and to take onchumros, while
kibud av ve'eimremains secondary in

their eyes.

A father asked arosh yeshivato speak
with his son about the mitzvahkibud av
ve'eim. The following day, the rosh
yeshivasummoned thebachur and asked

10. The Meshech Chachmah tells us that the Beis HaMikdosh was built on Binyamin’s
property because he was the only brother who didn’t cause Yaakov distress, for he

wasn’t present when Yosef was sold.
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him whether he’d be interested in
learning together every Friday.

“That would be a great honor,” the
bachur replied. “What does therosh
yeshivahave in mind?”
“I want to learn halachah.”
“Halachah is fine. Which halachos does

the rosh yeshivawant to study?”

"Hilchos kibud av ve'eim!"
“Kibud av v’eim?" the bachur repeated,
incredulous. "Why not learn halachos
that are practical…" He didn’t realize
just how relevant the laws ofkibud av

ve'eimare.

Two months beforemattan Torah, in
Marah, Hashem commanded the Jewish
nation to honor their parents (see
Devarim 5:16). Why was the mitzvah of
kibud av ve'eim given before mattan
Torah? The Ksav Sofer explains that
some children feel they don’t have to
honor their parents because their parents
don’t teach them Torah. Therefore,
Hashem commanded us to honor our
parents even before the Torah was given.
This implies that regardless whether your
father teaches you Torah or not, you

must honor your parents.

TorahTorahTorahTorah

This week’sparashahdiscusses the laws
of tzaraas, which is the punishment for
speaking lashon hara. The Gemara

(Eiruvin 15:) states, “What is the
atonement for those who speaklashon
hara? If he is a Torah scholar, he should
study Torah. As it states (Mishlei 15),
ïåùì àôøî, the cure for the tongue [for
lashon hara], íééç õò the tree of life
[which is to study Torah]… If he isn’t a
talmid chacham, his cure is to humble

himself…”

Studying Torah is the greatest purity for
all sins. The Or HaChaim Hakadosh
(parashas Ki Sisa) teaches: Non-kosher
kitchen utensils (pots, pans, and the like)
become kosher by purging it in boiling
hot water, and an even stronger form of
cleansing is to purge them in fire. Torah
is fire; as it states (Yirmiyahu23:29),àìä
ùàë éøáã äë, “Behold My words are like
fire,” and it burns away all the bad. The
Or HaChaim writes, “Torah protects,
forgives, and increases one’s merits.
Even if one has many sins, when one

studies Torah…he becomes clean.”

Torah is also a deterrence fromaveiros.
As the Gemara (Kiddushin 30:) states,
“[Hashem says] ‘I created theyetzer hara
and I created the Torah as its remedy. If
you will study Torah, you will not fall

into his hands.’”11111111

Reb Elchanan Wassermanzt’l hy’d
taught: When countries are at war, each
country sends spies to understand the

11. It states (Shemos 17:8), ברפידים ישראל עם  וילחם עמלק ,ויבא “Amalek came and fought
with Yisrael in Refidim.” The Midrash (Tanchumah 25) teaches that רפידים represents,

תורה מדברי ידיהם  ,שרפו  that they were weak in their study of Torah. That gave Amalek power
to fight with them. Because when Klal Yisrael studies Torah, Amalek and also the yetzer
hara, don’t have any dominance over them.
The letters before המ "ן  are ,למ "ד  hinting that the solution to conquer Haman is to study Torah.
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plans, strategies, and strengths of their
opposing army, so they can know how to
win the war and conquer them. Our
archenemy is theyetzer hara, and we
were given inside information how to
conquer him. We would be wise to
follow that counsel, and to study Torah,

so we can be freed from his hands.

The following mashal explains how
Torah study saves people from theyetzer

hara.

There was somebody who lived on the
fifth floor. He never had problems from
rats. He enjoyed his apartment, but it was
hard for him to climb the five flights of
stairs. So when an apartment on the first
floor went up for sale, he bought it.
When he moved in, he discovered that
the first floor apartment was teeming
with rats. He wanted to back out of the

sale.

The seller told him, “Of course there are
rats. What did you think? The entire
town is struggling with this rat

epidemic.”

The buyer said, “I never had this
problem before.”

The seller explained, “You used to live
on the fifth floor. The rats didn’t climb
so high. But now you live on the first
floor. That’s why you have rats.”
The parable is, when one learns Torah he
becomes elevated, and he won’t be

afflicted by the yetzer hara. The yetzer
hara won’t go up to his place. But if one
doesn’t learn Torah, and he is on a
spiritually low level, he will be infested
with the yetzer hara. As Chazal say
(Avos 6:2), “Whoever studies Torah is

elevated.”

GemaraGemaraGemaraGemara

Gemara especially helps us overcome
the yetzer hara. Rebbe Shlomo Karliner
zy'a said thatàøîâ is from the wordéøîåâ,
coals, because Gemara is like burning
coals that burns away all impurities, and

it ignites one’s heart to Hashem.

Rebbe Shmuel Kaminkazy'a told his
students, “With a blatt Gemara one
leaves theblotta.” Blotta means mud,
and he was hinting that with learning a
blatt Gemara, one leaves theblotta, the

mud, thetumahof the yetzer hara.

One of the students immediately wanted
to put this lesson to practice. He didn’t
find a Gemara, but he did find a
Mishnayos, so he studied a chapter of
Mishnayos, and then returned to Rebbe
Shmuel Kaminka’s class. Rebbe Shmuel
said to his students, “He thinks he can
attain the purity that ablatt Gemara gives

by studying aperekof Mishnayos!”

Studying Mishnayos is certainly a great
accomplishment, but it still doesn’t
compare to thetaharah and elevation

that comes from a blatt Gemara.12121212

12. Reb Shimshon of Shantz (from the Rishonim) writes that studying Gemara megillah
is mechiyas Amalek, and the destruction of the yetzer hara. The Vorke chassidim would

therefore study masechta Megilah throughout the entire year.
The Rebbe of Kotz zt’l said: “Studying Ra”n on Nedarim is mechiyas Amalek.” The
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Some people try to overcome theyetzer
hara with mussar, but mussar alone is
also insufficient. A mashal is given to
the two ways one warms an oven. An
oven can be heated with either straw or
with coals. Coals create a smaller fire,
but the heat remains for a long time.
Straw make a larger fire, but is quickly
consumed, and the oven soon becomes

cold again.

This is a metaphor to explain the
difference between the study ofmussar
vs. the study of Gemara. Gemara is
called éøîåâ, coals. The fire that enters
one’s heart when he studiesmussar
might be greater, but the inspiration
won’t last long. The fire he experiences
from Gemara study may be smaller, but
the warmth and heat will remain with

him for a long time.13131313

YesurimYesurimYesurimYesurim

The Rambam (Hilchos Talmud Torah3)
discusses the toil one needs to acquire

Torah. He writes, “When one desires to
keep the mitzvah of talmud Torah
properly — to be crowned with the
crown of Torah — he shouldn’t focus on
any other pursuit. He shouldn’t plan to
attain clarification in Torah together with
financial success or together with honor.
Rather the path of Torah is as follows:
One eats bread and salt and measured
water, one sleeps on the ground, and one
lives a painful life, yet he toils in
Torah… Torah is not acquired by those
who study unenthusiastically, such as by
the people who study amidst pleasure,
food and drink. Torah is acquired by
those who ‘kill themselves over Torah,’
and afflict their bodies constantly. They
don’t give sleep to his eyes. Chazal
teach,ìäàá úåîé éë íãà äøåúä úàæ, to attain
Torah one must figuratively kill himself
in the tents of the wise… There is a
mitzvah to study Torah by day and by
night, but the majority of one’s wisdom
comes from studying Torah at nighttime.

explanation is that Amalek represents crooked thinking. (Indeed, עמלק has the letters of ,מעוקל
which means crooked.) If thinking crookedly is Amalek, clear thinking is mechiyas Amalek.
The Ra”n on Nedarim is an example of very clear, lucid logic, and therefore studying it, and
attaining proper thinking, is to destroy Amalek.
13. Reb Dovid Glick z'l owned a textile store in Bnei Brak (near the Itzkovitz beis

medresh). One, evening, close to 7:00 p.m. someone came to his store, and started
gathering many bolts of material for purchase. Reb Dovid told him, “At seven I have a daily
shiur, which I always attend. Please finish your purchase, because at seven o'clock I lock
up the shop.” But this customer kept gathering more and more material. Reb Dovid Glick
put the store keys on the counter and said, “I'm leaving now, and will return in an hour.
You're welcome to wait for me, or if you want, you can leave; but I must go,” and after saying
this, he left the store.
The man was startled by his mesirus nefesh for Torah. He ran after him, gave him the keys,
and said, “I work for the government, and I was checking to see whether you report
everything you sell. But now that I saw your mesirus nefesh for Torah, I know that I can
trust you, and I will give a positive report.”
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Therefore, if one desires the crown of
Torah, he must be cautious with all his
nights. He shouldn’t lose one of them by
sleeping, eating, drinking, conversation,
and the like. The nights should be spent
solely with the study of Torah and with

words of wisdom.”

Acquiring the crown of Torah requires
mesirus nefesh. It isn’t easy. Yet, one of
the gains earned by suffering to attain
Torah is that he becomes redeemed from
all other forms of strife. As the Midrash
states, “Everyone in the world has
yesurim. Fortunate are those whose
yesurim come from studying Torah…
When one’s teeth or eyes hurt, he cannot
sleep. The one who toils in Torah also
can’t sleep at night. They both are
awake, but fortunate are those who are

awake for the sake of Torah.”

Pain and hardships are an intrinsic and
inescapable part of existence, as it states,
ãìåé ìîòì íãà, man was born for toil.
However, one can exchange the
hardships. For example, instead of
suffering from a toothache, one can

exchange this by toiling in Torah.

Two friends came to the Baal Shem Tov
zy’a. One complained about his wife,
who was always angry with him. He told
the Baal Shem Tov that he was
considering divorcing her, to free himself
from her constant scorns and disputes.
The other one’s problem was his debts.
He said that since he has a business, he
is considering selling the business so he

can pay off his debts.

The Baal Shem Tov advised both of

them to keep things status quo. The one
with the angry wife should remain with
her, and the one struggling with his debts
should pay his debts gradually, but

maintain his business.

Sometime passed, and the man with the
angry wife couldn’t take it any longer,
and he divorced her. Soon afterwards he
became deathly ill. He asked his friend
to go to the Baal Shem Tov, once again,
to ask the Baal Shem Tov to daven for

him.

The friend told the Baal Shem Tov about
his friend’s illness. The Baal Shem Tov
replied, “In heaven, a death penalty was
upon both of you. These decrees were
exchanged for the hardships you were
enduring – you with your debts, and he
with his angry wife. Chazal say (Beitzah
32) ‘When a wife rules over a person, his
life isn’t a life.’ Also, the poor are
compared to the dead. Your harsh
circumstances were like death, and
redeemed you from actual death.
Therefore, I advised you to remain status
quo: You shouldn’t sell your business,
and your friend shouldn’t divorce his

wife.

“You followed my counsel. You didn’t
sell your business. That saved your life.
But your friend couldn’t stand up to the
challenge. He divorced his wife, and thus
lost his guard. What can I do for him

now?”

A similar story happened by the Sfas
Emes. One of his chassidim owed a lot
of money. He had a large field, and he
wanted to sell this field to pay his
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debtors. The Sfas Emes advised him not
to. Eventually, he couldn’t take the
pressure from the debtors, and he sold
his field. Shortly afterwards, he became
ill and died. When the Sfas Emes heard
about his demise, he asked whether he
had sold his field. People told him that
he had. The Sfas Emes said, “This man
was destined to die many years ago. The
debts kept him alive, because Chazal say
(Beitzah32), ‘When one needs to come
onto others, his life isn’t a life.’ His
hardships were in place of his actual
death. But after he sold his field to pay
his debts, and even had some money left

over, he lost this protection…”14141414

These stories show that one’s hardships
can be exchanged for lighter ones.
Therefore, certainly, “Fortunate are those
whose yesurim come from studying
Torah.” Thereby, they are exchanging a
far greater affliction for the hardships
involved in studying Torah. Yes, it is

hard, but it is greatly worthwhile.

Working people would be wise to devote
time each day for studying Torah. It isn’t
easy. The few moments a day that they
have free they want to use them for
relaxing, for pleasures, and the like. But
their devotion for Torah will protect
them from far harsher circumstances,

rachmana litzlan.

14. The Sfas Emes added: “His life isn’t a life” can mean: “his life” [the reason he is alive]
“isn’t a life” [is because he is living a life that isn’t considered a life.


	27-Tazria
	123 - Pulse of Emunah Tazria 5779
	BW 454 Tazria 5779
	Migdal_Tazria21.01
	Parsha-Shmuz_Tazriah
	p190405
	Parshas Tazria Large 5779
	Tazriah - Hachodesh 19
	Tazria-HaChodesh 5779
	TazriaShortWithAnswers5779
	Torah Wellsprings - Tazria - Hachodesh 5779 A4
	עמוד כל הזכויות אנגלית
	Page 1

	תזריע en4 1-18




