
 shc wv vum rat ohrcsv kf ,t uhbcu irvt aghu
 wudu van(uk-j)ohnfj hshnk,k vgbfvv ihbgc - 

    thwwar hrcs hrv ,hjya vycv lu,n /ktnau ihnh uyv tka ijca shdvk :h"ar
tk uhbcu irvt ihgf ohkusd ohehsma vz tuv jca vn hrva 'ohvun,f ohtrb ukt
kg urcd,va ,gs hke ohabtc ,rtp,n vru,v v,hv ukhtu ',wwhav huuhmn ubah
ohsjuhnv uktc rcusn hrv itf kct 'tjhb ,uyhapc otruc iumr ohhek hsf ormh
csbu 'lrsc ihfkvn irvtu van uhv rcfu (/cb ihrsvbx) kwwzj a"nf 'vghs rusca
hba u,unh h,nht :tuvhctk csb uk rnt 'ivhrjt ktrah kfu ivhrjt ihfkvn tuvhctu
o,unf ujhbv tk ukkva ohtur hrv /wufu rusv ,t dhvbb v,tu hbtu ukkv ohbez

/ubha tka vzc jcav kusd uvn ihcvk ohfhrm if otu 'ktrahc
ovk vhvu 'ogca ohnrunvn ukt uhva ;t kga 'ubsnkk trenv vz tca raptu    
vcjrv ofrs hp kgu ',hmrbv vsucgv hfrscu vru,v ,nfjc vnumg vghshu vdav
vrh,h jur ,jb unrdh lfc hf van hrcsn vn rcsc ,ubak hutrv ina ihcvk ukhfav
vuhm rat kff uagu van hbpc o,gs ,t kyck iufbk utr f"pgt ',"hav hpkf
lf vhvha hutrv in ubhta ,rnutv o,gs ,uuj kg jhdavk hkcn u,ut ,"hav
ohaev ohrcsvn tuv kuyhcv vz hf 'jcak ihhmk hutr rcsv vzu /,juurv vfkvv
jrfvcu 'ohbntb ,usuxh kg oh,,aun uh,ughs tukv khfanv ostv hf 'vsucgca

zt eru ,gsv enugc ubbuc,va rjt ot hf ovh,ubexnk ughdv tk ohehsmv uktaurnd 
'u,gsn u,uyvk sutn vae ,gsv ,urhvck ostv vfuza rjtu 'vrah ofrsa o,gsc

u,gsc vdv vnumg vghdhca rjtn 'hkhka rcsk vhyx kf cajb uhbhg sdbk hrva,t 
 

vseun kg vkugv thv vkugv ,ru, ,tz rntk uhbc ,tu irvt ,t um
 recv sg vkhkv kf jcznv kg(c-u)wvesmv ,umnw ihhbgc -

   tc c,fu /",urusku shn 'zurhz iuak tkt um iht" 'h"arhhhhccccrrrr    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvvnnnn))))    wwwwvvvvgggguuuuaaaahhhh    ,,,,rrrryyyyggggwwww
gggg""""hhhhzzzz    ccccuuuueeeehhhhzzzzssssnnnn    ....hhhhuuuuuuuurrrruuuuvvvv    ggggaaaauuuuvvvvhhhhvnvu 'sgm hchyn wd ubk ah vgr vrhzd kyck hsf 'vbv" '(

inktv rusc vnv ohygun okut 'wvrhzdv gur ,t ihrhcgnv vesmu vkhp, vcua,w
odu 'sucfv txf sg ,gdnv hutrf vcua, uaga rntku rtp,vk ukfuha vzkv
kg okut 'u"j khscnv lxn oua hkc trucv hbpk vkg,a hsf vfz vhv,a vkhp,v
k"zjta unfu 'v"cev hbpk kce,, wvnak tkaw od vc hf 'juyck kfub vesm ,umn
vagnv ubht rehgv vc hf 'wrund ehsm vz hrv 'hbc vhjha ,bn kg vesmk gkx i,ubvwa

 'vesmv in xbrp,v hbgva vn 'vtmu,v tktiiiiffffkkkkuuuu gkx v,hvw urnt od uhpbfc vrurm
vfrc uk gcue v"cev hrv 'vc xbrp,bu hbgv vtmnu ubnhv vkpbuwwwwirvt ,t umw uvzu /

v ,ru, ,tz rntk uhbc ,tuvvvvkkkkuuuugggg'i,, iu,bw k"zjt vcdk hf 'vesm ,umn kg znura 'w
 ukhptvvvvttttnnnnc lrc,n hbgk i,ubvwa urnt odu 'wohngp aaaaaaaahpnvu ',ufrc c uxhtttt""""hhhhvzu 'w

 /(t"hk vkugu 'wu vc aha) wv"uw og wvtnw thrynhdc thva wvkugw ,ch,c znrb
 h"ga gush vbvu    iiii,,,,nnnn vesm rrrr,,,,xxxxccccvpfh r,xc i,nw a"nfu 'wvnhjwvu w;twv ihkycn 

ohekujv hbzt ,t osh kg rcak ohngy i"e uk ahu 'ostv uk rucha vrahv lrsv
ohekujv ,gsk u,gs ,t kych ift vz ihgf ofja hgcy vz ihta ygnfu 'uhkg
,urhvc kkfk utca rjt odu vgbfvc lf kf uhv ohehsmv uhbcu irvt lt 'uhkg
van ,gs ihta sug kf vfkvk tk lt vagnk ift thv o,gsa ugsh ,gsv
ot od ktnau ihnh ,uybk hkcn uhpn tmuhv kff ,uagk ovhkgu 'ovng ,nfxn
tmun ,jt tk hf ',urusk od sunhk ,uhvk lhrm rcsv vz /o,gs hpk iudv vz iht
,t tuv cajn vfkv rcsc epuxn ubhvu rjtna vz ihgf cmnc unmg ,t ostv
',rjt vghs kucxk u,kufhc iht ifn rjtku 'uh,ughshu uh,udav hp kg ufrs
tk u,gsn vjub ohnfj jur ihta gshh ot oda cmnk ohrcsv ohghdn ohngpku
ihtu 'k"r ihguyf ovhkg yhcn u,gs ,uhbgka rjtn 'ovhbpc unmg ghbfvk khfah
ot odu u,gsn vnfu vnf hp thv vcjr ohnfjv ,gs hf u,gs kg vkgn tuv
ostv kg kyun ts iudfcu 'ovhbpc u,gs kyck uhkg kyun o,gsk sruh ubht
,t upfu vcjrv o,gs kg ujhdav tka uhbcu irvt hagnn ohhj ,ujrut sunkk
ihhsg sutn thv vcjr o,gsa ;t kga vbcv lu,n van rcsf ,uagk obumr

uhcu /u,hntk wv rcs ,t dhavkn vrme thvohbsn rrugkn rhvz ostv vhvh r,
'u,gr vcr hf ,gsk uhkgu 'uh,ufhkvu uh,ughs ,t sdub u,gs ,uuja ofjv kg
ugyh ofjv ka ubukec ohturv ogv hbunv hf 'vru,v ,kpav lfc orud hf
ukhehu u,urn ,t ovhkg kcek umpjh tk v,gnu 'uhrcsc ann ihta ucajhu

/k"r ohbsn rrugn u,ut ka uatr kg ;ezb kfvu 'vfkv rcsc atr
'ovhrcsk ,uhmcu ohehsmk vgbfvc dvb,n uhhj lkvn kfa vfuza hn hratu    
,hb,an u,uvn kf z"hgu 'o,mgu o,buufv tkc kusdu iye rcs ,uagk tkau

/tccu vzc 'u,nabku uapbk uk chynu 'uapbc ,ukusd kgupu 'vcuyk
kusd rzgkt r"tw :y c"c wgu 'sh:tf hkan) wvzg vnhj (vpfh) ehjc sjuau ';t
og o"se iuu,t v"seun ;urhm uvzu 'o"se vkug v"nhj ;"tu '(r,xc vesm vaugv
'o"se vkuga v"nhj ;"t ihkycn 'k"bf vesmv ,umnk znura v"u h"ga 'ubhhvu 'v"u
khcac ragw k"zjt hf igh 'i"z thrynhdc j"czn 'wjcznv kgw cu,fv lhannu
'vxbrpv gpa ihfhann k"bf wvkugvw 'vesmv ,umn hsh kga 'ubhhvu 'wrag,,a
sjtc vagnw [ws wv] ohkea hnkaurhc t,hts tv kg znur wreucv sg vkhkv kfw
:uk rntu 'ohsav kg vbunnv ,hjanv uc gdpu 'ohhbgk vesm ekjk vkhkc lkva
ch,f tkv :uk chavu 'ohehznk ,uar vkhkvu 'wlgr kucd dha, tkw ch,f tkv
'vkhkc od ,b,hb r,xc vesma 'hrv 'wlnn trh hbt ihtu w;t vpfh r,xc i,nw
k"z h"arp vzku /wreucv sg vkhkv kfw (od ,dvub 'vesmv ,umn 'wvkugwva) 'ubhhvu

u shn zurhz tkt um ihtw,,,,uuuurrrruuuusssskkkk,dvub k"bf vesmv ,umn 'wvkugv ,ru,w hf 'ubhhv 'w
'iugna r"tw lhannu 'hutrf vkhp,u vcua, ovc ihta ohkpav ukkv w,uruskw od

/"uxhfn vesm ,bh,b h"g wxhf iurxj ouan uc aha ouenc zrzk cu,fv lhrm r,uhc
vzu 'whbuznu hbc hhjwk ihfuz k"bf vesmv ,umn 'wvkugv ,ru,w hsh kgu" 'lhannu     
'o"hhj kg znur wirvt ,t umwa 'rtc,bfu vesmv ,umn kg znurv vz cu,fc znrb
kg znur wuhbc ,tuw 'ohhj lhanvu ,ruyev hsh kg tb,un kyhc ivfv irvt hf

v kgwu 'o"hbcjjjjcccczzzznnnn/"h"buzn kg znur k"bf i"z vkuga w

The Netziv, R’ Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin zt”l (Haamek Davar) would say:

     “wwvk uhnka jcz ,t chrenvw - A person should not feel that it is beyond his dignity to lead a cow or sheep for a sacrifice,

in the very public domain up to the Bais HaMikdash. Rather, wubcre ,t thchw - he himself should bring it because it is  wwvkw
- a sanctified object that is being sacrificed to Hashem, wuhnka jcznw  - from his ‘Shlamim’ offerings. The rest of the

korbanos that he wishes to bring may be brought up to the Mikdash by others.”
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R’ Menachem Mendel Morgenstern zt”l (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:

     “wohnkav jczku ohtuknku oatku ,tyjku vjbnk vkgk vru,v ,tzw - Some people reach the level of a ‘burnt and meal

offering,’ meaning the summit of perfection. They achieve this through their selfless Torah study and sanctifying Hashem

through their actions and behavior. Conversely, other people only reach the level of a ‘sin and guilt offering’ by not

conducting themselves as they should, their deeds dishonor Him. Chazal say that the Torah is ‘an elixir of life to those who

stand at its right, and a deadly poison to those who stand at its left.’ This idea is alluded to in the posuk: Those who stand at

its right are people associated with the burnt and meal-offering, mentioned at the right side of the posuk. Those who stand at

its left are, on the contrary, associated with the sin and guilt-offering, mentioned at the left side of the posuk.”

A Wise Man would say: “Open your ears before you open your mouth - it may surprise your eyes!”                                          
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The Story of Rav Mari bar Rochel - Chulin 112b
Rav Mari bar Rochel was called after his mother Rochel, and not his
father. Rashi (/yne c"c) tells us that Rochel was the daughter of
Shmuel who was captured. While in captivity, she concieved Rav Mari
from her non-Jewish captor named Issur. Before she gave birth, Issur
converted and became known as Issur Giyura. This was a case of
"vausec u,shku vausec tka u,ruv". Rav in Yevamos (:vn) ruled that
since his mother is a Jewess, Rav Mari is considered "lhjt cren" and
he even appointed him to an important communal position. Thus, out
of respect for Rav Mari and his lineage, he was called after his mother.
The Gemara (yne c"c) tells us that when Issur Giyura was on his
death bed, Rava was holding 12,000 zuz of his. They were discussing
in the Beis Medrash how Rav Mari could legally inherit Issur’s money.
Yerusha wasn’t an option since Issur was a Ger and we know rd"
"hns skuba iyef rhhd,ba. The Gemara lists a few other options that
couldn’t work either. There was a big tumult in the Beis Medrash until
finally Rav Ika came up with the correct way to make a kinyan. Rav
Mari, who was in the B.M. at the time even though his father was
dying, heard the idea and quickly ran to Issur, who performed the

requisite kinyan and Rav Mari did indeed get the 12,000 zuz.
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         A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (120)
Honoring a Talmid Chacham. Previously, we discussed the
correct way to honor a Talmid Chacham while walking with him.

There is another area of activities mentioned in Shulchan Aruch
which pertain to honoring Talmidei Chachamim by letting them
go first, or giving them first rights when it can push away others.
Aliyos to the Torah. The Mechaber writes (1) that on Shabbos,

Yom Tov and Yom Kippur, after the aliyah of Levi, we call up
Talmidei Chachamim who have been appointed to act for the
Tzibbur in areas that require their Torah knowledge. After that,
we call up those Talmidei Chachamim who are fit to be
appointed as such, even if they have not actually been appointed.
Even if they are younger than other members of the khal, they
still go first. After them, go sons of those Talmidei Chachamim

who have been appointed by the Tzibbur. After them, we call up
other heads of the congregation and the rest of the people. In
places where they auction off the aliyos and the money goes to
charity, the buyer can give the aliyah to whomever he wants, as
long as it is in a way that doesn’t cause machlokes (arguments).
Also if people have “obligation aliyos” (chiyuvim) such as a
Yartzeit, the custom is not to push them away, and we assume
that the Talmidei Chachamin will forgo their honor.
Chazan. The Mishna Berura (2) quotes from Shiyarei Knesses
HaGedola that if there is a choice of two chazanim to lead the
congregation in prayer and one is a Talmid Chacham, we give it
to the Talmid Chacham. The Mishna Berura writes the same
thing (3) regarding who should be the chazan for the Yomim

Noraim. This is not just due to honoring the Talmid Chacham,
but also (possibly mainly) because the Torah learning of the
Talmid Chacham is a merit for his prayers, and for the prayers

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

of the congregation he is leading, to be fully accepted by Hashem.
Public Mitzvah vs. Private Mitzvah. The Sharei Teshuvah (4)

brings from Shiyarei Knesses HaGedola, a difference between a
public and private mitzvah. For example, if the Tzibbur is putting
up a Mezuza on a congregational building, they should honor a
Talmid Chacham with putting up the Mezuza. However, if two
people want to buy an Esrog, one does not have to allow the
Talmid Chacham to go before him, and he can buy the Esrog (or
nicer). He brings that the Mor U’ketzia is doubtful about this. 



     This posuk is referring to the fire that burned constantly upon the mizbeach (altar) in the Mishkan. Explains the Shlah
Hakadosh, R’ Yeshaya Halevi Hurwitz zt”l, these words are a very important message for every Jew. A shulchan, a table,
is compared to a mizbeach. In every Jewish home, it is around the shulchan that much time is spent during Shabbosos,
Yomim Tovim and other opportunities to eat together. At every single gathering around the family “Altar” a fire must burn.
What type of fire are we referring to? The fire of Torah should always burn at every meal! When people get together and
talk about politics, or even worse, talk Lashon Hara about other people, and not a single Torah thought is said, it is deemed
“a gathering of fools” and a wasted opportunity to uplift physicality to meaningful and spiritual heights. 
    In this world, people can get so involved in day to day physical activities like working, eating, running errands, shopping,
exercising and sleeping. People can get so bogged-down in the less important areas of life and completely forget about the
main thing: Torah! Torah! Torah! This includes, Torah thoughts, Torah ideals, and a Torah outlook which must envelope
every aspect of life. In fact, it is every aspect of life that should be illuminated with the light of Torah. 
     Especially at this time of year, after Purim when we begin preparing for Pesach, let us not forget the purpose and goal of all our
preparations. Pesach is not about cleaning or clothing, and it’s not about food. It is about passing over the true Torah hashkafa
to the next generation. The only way we can give Torah to our children, is if it is constantly burning within us. It is imperative
for every Jew to see to it that his personal “Aish Tamid” should continue to blaze ahead and fortify his “Mizbeach” - his altar
upon which he and his family devote so much of their lives and their time to - “Lo Sichbeh” - it shall never be extinguished!JJ JJ oo oo
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    Every morning the Kohen would walk into the Bais HaMikdash and the first task he did was the removal of the ashes that
accumulated from all the Korbanos consumed throughout the previous night. The Chovos Halevavos explains that the Torah
did not want the Kohen’s exalted position to go to his head. He could become arrogant and start to believe that he is better than
all the others. Therefore, the first duty - taking out the ashes - is designed to humble him. And just as the Torah is concerned
that the Kohen’s ego shouldn’t be inflated, it is also a concern that other people’s egos should not become deflated. Chazal
tells us (/ye e"c) that when people brought Bikkurim (first fruits) to the Bais HaMikdash, the rich would bring them in baskets
of gold and silver, while the poor would bring them in baskets of woven reeds. When the rich stepped forward, the Kohanim
would take the fruit from the basket and then return the baskets to them. But when the poor presented theirs, the Kohen would
take the fruits together with the basket. Why did the Kohen differentiate between the rich and the poor donors?
     My machshava is, it was done for the protection of the poor. The rich people usually have magnificent fruits; their Bikkurim
offerings were lavish. When the Kohen took their nice luscious frui out of the basket it was a sight to behold. But when the
poor man with lesser fruit, would bring his, had the Kohen taken the fruits out of the basket for all to see, it might cause him
embarrassment. Therefore he kept the fruits in the basket, out of sight, so the poor man could maintain his dignity.
    We must always be concerned with other people’s respect and feelings. May we all be zoche that our children should
grow up in the ways of the Kohen, treating their family and friends with dignity, always “taking the basket with the fruit in
it.” The zechus of Torah learning and adhering to this important life-lesson will no doubt hasten our Geula.                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 //// vcf, tk jcznv kg seu, shn, at(u-u)

 wufu inac ohjan ,umn heheru inac ,kukc ,umn ,ukj vsu,v jcz kg chrevu ubchreh vsu, kg ot(ch-z)
    The Korbon Todah (Thanksgiving Offering) was brought by anyone who survives a dangerous situation, e.g. recovering
from a bad illness, arriving safely from an overseas journey, rescued from sinister circumstances. This Thanksgiving offering
consisted of forty loaves of bread, which the person would eat as a festive meal in commemoration of his salvation. The
Talmud notes two unusual characteristics of this offering which distinguishes it from other, similar offerings. First, it involves
an enormous quantity of food - forty loaves of bread is no small amount. Second, all forty loaves must be consumed within 24
hours, an exceptionally short period of time. The one bringing this Thanksgiving offering could never eat that much bread in
such a short time! So why would the Torah prescribe such parameters? The answer is that the Torah wanted to create a
situation whereby a person will not only appreciate his good fortune, but will share that appreciation with others. With all this
food to eat, he will be compelled to invite family and friends to share the story of how he was saved from danger. 
     A man living in Jerusalem lost his mother and was in the year of Avelus. He was usually careful to recite Kaddish in
shul during davening for his beloved mother and hadn’t missed even one Tefillah all year. However, one night, returning
home at 3:00 in the morning from a wedding, he fell into bed exhausted. When he turned off the light, he realized that he
hadn’t davened Maariv yet, missing the Kaddish for his mother. In an exhausted stupor, he dragged himself out of bed, got
dressed and rushed off to the Zichron Moshe shtieblach, where he hoped to find a minyan, even at this late hour. 
     Wouldn’t you know it; that night Zichron Moshe was unusually deserted. Not even a single man could be found and he
was quite disappointed that his streak of never missing Kaddish would come to an end. But with determination borne out of
desperation, he dug down deep and came up with a plan. Pulling out his cell phone, he dialed the number of a well-known
Jewish taxi service and ordered six taxis to the shul in Zichron Moshe. The dispatcher was shocked. “My brother, it’s three in
the morning! You think I have six taxis waiting around for you? I only have five!” The man told him to send the five taxis. 
     He then called another Israeli company telling the incredulous dispatcher to send five taxis post haste to Zichron
Moshe. The man shouted, “Ata Meshuga? Are you crazy? I only have four drivers!” No problem - all four were sent. 
     Within twenty minutes, there was a procession of nine taxi cabs parked outside the big shul in Zichron Moshe. The
drivers began talking and were wondering why nine taxis were needed as there was no wedding or Bar Mitzvah going on.
     Finally, the Kaddish-man spoke up. He told all the drivers to turn their meters on and come inside the synagogue. “We
are going to pray together the evening prayer - Tefillat Maariv. I will pay each of you just as if you were driving me.” 
     Some thought it was a joke, but no one was willing to leave: if they were driving at this crazy hour, they all needed the
fare. A few had some dusty Kippahs laying around in their glove compartments and a simple wipe made them as good as
new. In fact, they were never used - so in truth, they were new! Despite being fluent in Hebrew, the drivers had no idea
how to daven: what and when to answer, in addition to when they should daven aloud and when to do so in silence. It took
them a while to get acclimated. But the Kaddish-man, showed them exactly what to do and in the end, they prayed the
most moving Tefillah at 3:30 AM in Yerushalayim followed by the man reciting a heartfelt Kaddish for his mother. 
     When they had finished, everyone went out to their taxis where the meters were left running. In each cab, the meter
read about 90 shekel per car. The man pulled out his wallet to pay close to 800 shekel to the drivers for their time. As he
handed the money to the first taxi driver in the line, the driver retorted, “My brother, do you honestly believe I would take
money from you who just gave me such an opportunity to help my fellow Jew say Kaddish?” The second driver echoed
this sentiment. “Do you know how long it has been since I prayed? You want me to take money from you?” 
      All nine drivers had identical reactions and not one of them took the money, although Heaven knows they could use the
extra cash. They embraced the Kaddish-man one by one, and drove off to a new morning in the holy city of Yerushalayim!    

   thmuvu ohrjt ohsdc acku uhsdc ,t yapu
 ruvy ouen kt vbjnk .ujn kt iasv ,t  (s-u)

 /// ybct o,t rdjhu ,b,f oackhu irvt hbc ,t van crehu(dh-j)
llllyyyynnnn: In 1956, R’ Binyamin Kamenetzky zt”l founded the
Yeshivah of South Shore, a yeshivah that thrives till this very
day. Soon after establishing this Makom Torah, R’ Binyamin
invited his father, R’ Yaakov Kamenetzky zt”l, to tour the
premises and assess the progress. It was an impressive tour
and all the students came out to greet the great Rosh
Yeshivah. They walked through many classes and among
the numerous classrooms they viewed, R’ Yaakov was
shown the pre-school program and the young children
learning there. On the doorway of the classroom, there was
a colorful Mezuza that was placed lower than a regular
Mezuza which is at the bottom of the top third of the
doorpost. This one was at the bottom third of the doorpost. 
     The teachers explained the downward adjustment. “We
thought that if we made the Mezuza lower, it will allow the
children to reach up and kiss it with ease. Otherwise, it is too
       EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ONONONON
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high for them and they cannot reach it.”
     R’ Yaakov smiled and explained that we must not lower
the Mezuza for the children to kiss it. Instead, we must raise
the child to reach the Mezuza at its proper level. What we
must do is put a step-stool in order for the children to reach
higher - to the proper level of the Mezuza. The point, said R’
Yaakov, is to raise the child at an early age to reach the height
of the mitzvah instead of lowering the mitzva to the child!
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Moshe was instructed to place the priestly vestments on
Aharon and his children. Moshe was careful to note that he
was following the directive of Hashem and no one should
think that he was doing it to honor himself or his brother.
When we do a mitzvah, we must realize that it is not up to us
to decide how or where a mitzvah should be done. We have
been given these great opportunities, known as mitzvos, to
sanctify Hashem, and especially with regard to our children,
we must be careful to show them how to do things the right
way - not the convenient way - for that is the will of Hashem.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OFFROM THE WELLSPRINGS OFFROM THE WELLSPRINGS OFFROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   

R’ GUTTMAN R’ GUTTMAN R’ GUTTMAN R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO RAMAT SHLOMO RAMAT SHLOMO RAMAT SHLOMO 

 /// h,ut gshu kfav kkv,nv kkv,h ,tzc ot hf(df-y whnrh)
   Yirmiyahu HaNavi was tasked with reminding Klal Yisroel
that the primary purpose of leaving Egypt wasn’t for the
sacrificial offerings, but rather that the Nation observe the
Torah and mitzvos and place their trust in Hashem.
   “The wise man shouldn’t praise himself with his wisdom,
the strong man with his strength, nor the wealthy with his
wealth; rather, through understanding and knowing Me, that
I Am Hashem…” The question is: why not? Shouldn’t
people be proud of their accomplishments?
   R’ Avraham ben Baruch zt”l (brother of the Maharam
M’Rottenberg zt”l) quotes Chazal who tell us: “Everything

is in the hands of Heaven except for Fear of Heaven”
(Berachos 33b). There may be wealthy, healthy or strong
people who go about their day thinking that their wealth,
health or strength is secure and will carry them through the
day, but their trust is misplaced in things that can disappear
in the blink of an eye. While at first glance things seems to
be going well, there are times when all the wealth, health or
strength in the world won’t help people at all. They will not
only be physically lost; they will also have nowhere to turn
to for assistance. Hashem filled the Torah with the answers
to any and all problems, and all that is needed is to place
one’s trust in Hashem so that no matter what is in store for
him, he will be able to weather it successfully.
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Q:  I recently lost a din Torah, but I am certain that I was 
in the right. I don’t suspect the Dayanim of deliberately 
skewing the outcome. But how is it possible that I 
shouldn’t rightfully receive what belongs to me — 
especially because the passuk states, “Elokim nitzav 
b’adas Kel,” that Hashem Himself is present during a 
din Torah, and Divine providence guides the Dayanim 
to rule correctly?
A: Many people who lose a din Torah express the 
same feeling you describe here, and we would like to 
address the broader context of how a person should 
react to a disappointing result in beis din.
The Zohar (Mishpatim 94b) states that if a person 
loses a din Torah that he feels he should have 
won, it means that in a previous gilgul (iteration 
of his soul), he owed his adversary money, and 
that’s why he has been required to pay now even 
if it seems unjust (as explained by Degel Machaneh 
Efraim and Baal Shem Tov, Parashas Mishpatim; 
Chazon Ish quoted in Pe’er Hador v. 3, p.98-99). 
On the other hand, Chazal (Yoma 38b) teach that 
a person cannot take something that belongs 
to another person. Furthermore, the Gemara 
(Sanhedrin 8a) teaches that when a beis din 
wronged a party, Hashem will recompense that 
person from some other source.
Ultimately, then, a person should accept the ruling 
of beis din as the best outcome for him, secure 
in the knowledge that it’s either an opportunity 
to correct a wrong his neshamah previously 
committed, and if not, then the money will be 
returned to him.
Nevertheless, some people walk out of beis 
din convinced that had they gone to civil court, 
they would have won the case, and they launch 
a campaign against the Dayanim, claiming that 
they ruled against them unjustly. But a layman 
is unlikely to reach the correct conclusion on 
his own. The Rishonim (Mahari Weill 146, cited in 
Sma 3:13) write that the logic of a layman does 
not meld with the logic of the Torah, to the extent 

“Can you lend me $100 till the end of the week?” 
Ariel asked his roommate, Moshe.
“Sure,” said Moshe, “but I’ll need the money back 
on Friday.” He gave Ariel $100.

On Wednesday afternoon Moshe wasn’t feeling well and decided to go home for the 
remainder of the week. He sent a message to Ariel: “I had to go home. Please send the 
money with someone coming to my area for Shabbos.”
Ariel asked around and found Chaim, who lived down the block from Moshe. “Please return 
this $100 to Moshe,” Ariel said. “He needs it back on Friday.
On the way home, Chaim and two other friends were mugged and their wallets were 
stolen. Chaim alerted Ariel that he was mugged.
“I sent the money with Chaim, but he was mugged,” Ariel told Moshe. “Baruch Hashem, 
Chaim is OK, but his wallet was stolen. Two other friends can attest to that.”
“I’m glad that Chaim is OK,” said Moshe. “However, you still need to pay me the $100.”
“It’s not my fault that Chaim was mugged,” replied Ariel. “I wasn’t negligent in any way.”
“It’s not an issue of fault,” explained Moshe. “Bottom line is, you never returned the money 
to me; you remain liable.”
“But I followed your instructions,” objected Ariel. “You told me to send it with someone 
returning to your area.”
“That may be, but it’s still your responsibility,” replied Moshe. “Chaim was your agent — I 
never appointed him.”
“When you told me to send the $100 with someone from your area, Chaim became your 
agent,” argued Ariel.
“How can he be my agent?” retorted Moshe. “I never spoke with him; you chose him!”
“Nonetheless, I chose Chaim upon your instruction,” insisted Ariel. “You allowed me to 
choose your agent.”
“Who ever heard of such a thing?” said 
Moshe.
“I see that we’re not getting anywhere,” said 
Ariel. “We should ask someone.”
“How about Rabbi Dayan?” said Moshe.
“OK, let’s go!” said Ariel.
The two approached Rabbi Dayan. “Moshe 
sent me a message to send the money I 
owed him with someone,” said Ariel. “I sent 
it with a friend, Chaim, but he was mugged. 
Am I still liable?”
“A borrower is liable, even for circumstances 
beyond his control, until the money is 
returned to the lender or his agent,” replied 
Rabbi Dayan (C.M. 120:1).
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Q:  Does it suffice that measures are within calibration tolerances established by 
the government, even if not totally accurate?
A: Tosefta (B.B. 5:4) teaches that one should not say when measuring, “Forgo me 
this small amount,” since the accuracy of measures is not dependent on people 
— Hashem’s Name is on them.
Some explain that it is prohibited to measure inaccurately even if the customer 
forgoes, since this could lead to cheating others who might think that local 
commercial practice is to measure with an incomplete measure (Rashbam, B.B. 
89a; Sma 231:14).
Some add that although the Torah demands “full and just” measures, the accuracy 
is determined by the consent of the community, varying with time and place 
(Maharam Shick C.M. #30).
Based on this, if the commercial practice allows variances within established 
calibration tolerances, mechilah is allowed. Similarly, on Yom Tov — when the 
Sages prohibited measuring accurately — it is permissible to measure roughly, 
since it is known that on Yom Tov the measuring is not accurate (C.M. 231:8; 
Mishnah Berurah 323:6).

WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURES #5
Mechilah (Forgoing) 
and Calibration Tolerances

that Rabbanim should not sit on a beis din panel with 
laymen.

The Chazon Ish (Emunah Uvitachon 3:16) writes that 
one of the reasons it is so difficult to accept a ruling 
in monetary matters is that the actual ruling generally 
does not follow first impressions and cannot be 
determined through a superficial examination of the 
case but requires intense and diligent work on the part 
of the Dayan. Even sifrei halachah don’t necessarily 
reveal that truth to just anyone; only a Dayan who 
invests exhaustive efforts in understanding monetary 
law will find the absolute, undeniable truth (see also 
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Lashon Hara 6:8). 

Before bringing a din Torah to beis din, each litigant 
should know and accept these concepts, so that he 
will accept the verdict as Hashem’s will regardless of 
whether he likes it. 

Moreover, when a person is upset about a matter in 
which he has a personal stake, he should remember 
Chazal’s teaching (Shabbos 119a) that a person does 
not see his own faults. It is related that Rav Yehoshua 
Falk, author of the Sma, lost a din Torah and was 
required to pay 22,000 gold coins to his adversary. In 
the aftermath of the din Torah, the beis din showed 
him that they had ruled in accordance with his own 
published opinion in the Sma. Rav Falk was stunned, 
and remarked that he now saw the full extent of 
Chazal’s statement that a person cannot see his own 
faults (Nechmad V’na’im [Kosov], Parashas Yisro; Ksav 
Sofer, Y.D. 109, in the name of his father, the Chasam 
Sofer). 

Generally speaking, then, the losing litigant should 
be humble enough to realize that beis din likely did 
rule correctly, and that it is to his advantage to have 
lost the case and forfeited undeserved money in This 
World, rather than have to face that debit in the Next 
World. The Gemara (Sanhedrin 7b) states that if beis din 
repossessed a person’s property to pay someone else, 
he should accept that judgment with joy, realizing that 
since the ruling was just, they saved him from theft. 

money matters

“Nonetheless, if the lender instructed the borrower to return the money via someone 
else, that person becomes the lender’s agent, and the borrower is no longer liable,” 
continued Rabbi Dayan. “The agent does not have to be appointed directly or before 
witnesses” (C.M. 121:1; 182:1).
“Does the lender have to speak with the agent or with the borrower?” asked Moshe.
“Even if the lender sent a letter instructing the borrower to send the money with 
so-and-so, that person becomes the lender’s agent and the borrower is exempt,” 
answered Rabbi Dayan. “The same is true whether he sent a message by email or 
text message” (Sma 121:5).
“Does the lender have to specify the agent?” asked Ariel. “What if he instructed the 
borrower to send the money with whomever he wants, as in our case?”
“That person is considered the agent of the lender, since the borrower followed 
his instructions, and the borrower is no longer liable,” answered Rabbi Dayan. 
“That is, of course, provided that the borrower sent the money with a reliable 
person and in a normal manner. However, if the borrower sent it with someone 
suspect, a minor or non-Jew, or through a dangerous area, he is considered 
negligent and remains liable. The lender presumably did not allow this, unless he 
instructed so explicitly” (Shach 121:6).
“Chaim was not mugged in a dangerous area,” acknowledged Moshe. “Muggings are 
rare where I live.”
“In conclusion,” ruled Rabbi Dayan, “since Moshe instructed Ariel to send the money 
with someone and it was sent with someone reliable, Ariel is no longer liable.”
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inheritance #9

employee and an oness occurs, the employee is 
not obligated to refund the money, even if they 
did not stipulate that it is non-refundable. The 
rationale is that since the employer paid before 
the commencement of the employment of his 
own volition, even though he is not obligated to 
pay until the end of the period of employment, 
that indicates that he wants the employee to 
have the money even in the event of an oness 
(Tosafos, B.M. 79b, cited by Shach, C.M. 334:2). 
Accordingly, if the employee demanded 
payment in advance and the employer did not 
pay of his own volition, there is no evidence 
that the employer agreed that the employee 
can keep the money unconditionally, and in the 
event of an oness he must refund the money 
(Maharach, Ohr Zarua 66).
Others write that the reason the employee 
loses when an oness occurs is that since he 
did not make any stipulation to the contrary, 
he is the one seeking to collect and bears the 
burden of proof (hamotzi me’chaveiro alav 
haraayah). Therefore, if the employee was 
paid in advance, he is not required to refund 
the money. This would apply even when the 
employee demanded payment in advance, 
since he is in possession of the money and the 
employer is the one seeking a refund (Erech Shai 
334:1; see also Mishpetei Hachoshen, pp. 227-
235). Accordingly, the caterer cannot be forced 
to refund the customer’s money, though it may 
be appropriate to negotiate a compromise if the 
caterer had no damage (see Chukos Hachaim, 
Falagi, 47).
As far as the mashgiach is concerned, he has no 
claim against the caterer. The caterer does not 
work as the mashgiach’s agent; the mashgiach 
is an employee of the caterer and is paid as an 
employee. Therefore, since an oness occurred 
and there was no job to perform, absent any 
contractual agreement or known custom, they 
are not required to pay him.

money matters

more so one’s life (hashavas gufo)!
“Regarding hashavas aveidah of property, a person is not required to forgo his own 
money to save another person’s property,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “However, a 
person is required to forgo money to save another’s life, such as by hiring rescuers or 
equipment. Because of the prohibition to stand idly by, a person is even required to give 
up all his wealth to save another Jew from imminent danger!” (C.M. 426:1; Marcheshes 
1:43; Encyclopedia Talmudis 10:344).
“Then why is the person liable?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“This is derived from the case of a person who is being chased by murderers and 
escapes by damaging other people’s property en route,” said Rabbi Dayan. “One who 
saves himself at another’s expense is liable for the damage. Similarly, the rescued man is 
required to reimburse you here if he can pay” (C.M. 380:3; Sma 426:1; Rema, Y.D. 252:12).
“What if I knew beforehand that the person is unable to pay?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“That is not a reason to avoid saving his life,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The obligation 
remains to save a fellow Jew” (Meiri, Sanhedrin 73b; Shulchan Aruch Harav, Hil. Nizkei 
Haguf #7).
“In your case, since seconds were critical, the person whom you saved is liable for 
damage to your phone,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “If you could have easily removed the 
phone, he would be legally exempt, since the loss was not necessary for the rescue. It 
would be common decency to pay, nonetheless, since it is difficult when saving a life to 
consider all the monetary ramifications.”
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Who Is the Bechor?
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita

Q: An assimilated Jew had a son with a non-Jewish wife. The man became a baal 
teshuvah and married a divorced Jewish woman, who had a son from her previ-
ous marriage. The man later learned that he was a Kohen and prohibited to a di-
vorced woman. He married a third woman, who did not have children previously, 
and had another son. Who is the bechor for inheritance?
A: Bechor for purposes of inheritance (in contrast to pidyon haben) is dependent on 
the father. However, the son from the non-Jewish woman is not considered a hala-
chic descendant and does not deny rights of bechor from the subsequent son (C.M. 
277:8,10).

Thus, the son born from the second woman is the man’s bechor, even though it 
was a prohibited marriage and she already had a son (who is also a bechor to his 
father). The son from the third wife, while a bechor for purposes of pidyon haben, is 
not a bechor for purposes of inheritance (C.M. 277:9)
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Now You Know! 
In Shulchan Aruch (695:2) the Rem”a 
comments that one should drink a bit 
more than usual and then go to sleep 
as then he will not be able to 
differentiate between Arur Haman and 
Baruch Mordechai. The Pri Megadim 
says this is proper conduct. What is 
special about sleeping on Purim? 
In Psalm 126, Dovid HaMelech said, 
“Shir Hamaalos b’shuv Hashem es 
shivas Tzion, hayinu k’cholmim.” 
When Hashem returned the captives 
of Zion, we were like dreamers. 
This means that when it was clear that 
Hashem had not abandoned us, and 
instead redeemed us, the previous 
events were like a bad dream that 
now vanished. 
Rashi comments that this verse refers 
to the end of the Babylonian exile. 
However, this exile led straight into 
the Persian exile as we see that 
Achashveirosh used the vessels of the 
Bais Hamikdash R”L because he 
calculated that 70 years had passed 
and we were not redeemed. 
Therefore, the true redemption wasn’t 
clear until after the Purim miracle, at 
which time all events prior were like a 
dream from which we’d woken up.  
By sleeping on Purim, we reenact that 
awakening and joyfully recall that 
Hashem redeemed us after the exile 
from Yerushalayim (and will do it 
again!)  
And the fact that the primary mitzvah 
is with wine? Yayin has the gematria 
of 70, the promised limit to that exile. 
Thought of the week: 
The people who try to “escape 
life” often end up captives in 
something worse. 

(XY:W ARQYW)“TAUXH UXwT HLEH UXwT RwA OWQMB TAUXH TRWT TAZ RMAL ...IRHA LA RBD” 
“Speak to Aharon and his sons saying, “This is the law of the sin-offering, in the 
place where the Olah was slaughtered shall you slaughter the sin-offering.” 
(Vayikra 6:18) 

The Torah tells us that the korban Chatas, the offering brought to atone for a sin, is to 
be brought in the same place as the korban Olah, the offering which was brought for 
not fulfilling a positive commandment or for improper thoughts. 

In this verse, we are told that the ‘Toras haChatas,’ the essence of this sacrifice, as it 
were, is that it be brought in the same place as the Olah offering. What is the meaning 
of this? If we’re trying to ensure similarity, then why have two different sacrifices? 

In fact, we need two different korbanos because there were two different acts done. In 
the case of the Chatas, the fellow actively transgressed a prohibition. He sinned. In the 
case of an Olah, the person did not sin. He may have thought about it but restrained 
himself from taking action, or he may simply have missed the opportunity to perform a 
mitzvas asei, a positive command. 

The Yerushalmi says that the reason the Torah specified that the Chatas had to be 
offered in the place of the Olah was so that onlookers would not be able to tell that the 
person was bringing a sin-offering. Perhaps it was an Olah. Hashem was concerned 
about the embarrassment of the sinner and therefore did not make it obvious that he 
had done wrong. 

We see that Hashem does not want a sinner to suffer for his wrongdoing, but rather to 
repent and come close to Hashem once again. This is an important lesson for how we 
deal with people we feel are doing wrong. If G-d, Himself, does not choose to castigate 
them publicly, why would we think this was appropriate? [Though there are certain cases 
when it is required to make something publicly known, it is certainly not the norm.] 

So, we learn not to try to embarrass those who have sinned. But it goes further. 

The Izhbitzer, in Mei HaShiloach, suggests that the Chatas is brought in the same 
place where the Olah is brought specifically so the one offering it does not lose hope. 
The Chatas is brought by a sinner, while the Olah is brought by a tzaddik, who has not 
sinned, but only thought of it. The message Hashem sends the man bringing the 
Chatas is that through his sacrifice and Teshuva he can get back to the exact same 
place as the tzaddik! 

We now understand that the location conveys, in fact, the essence of the mitzvah. The 
purpose of the korban Chatas is to help the person who did wrong regain his status of 
a righteous Jew. It is not to punish him or make him ‘pay’ for his crime. Rather it is 
precisely to show him that even if he has done wrong, Hashem loves him and will not 
abandon him or push him away. 

R’ Moshe Feinstein z”l (whose Yahrtzeit is 13 Adar) was asked about the kosher status of a 
certain type of liquor which was the subject of heated debate. In his calm demeanor, 
the great posek replied: 

“In my home, I would not drink such an item. However, if I were at a wedding, and the 
baal simcha put a glass in my hand and offered me a l’chaim, I would not inquire what 
type it was. I would make a bracha, drink, and wish him Mazel Tov.” 
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on the ParshaParshas Tzav R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

After a long and detailed descrip-
tion of the avodah (service) to be 
done in the Mishkan, the par-

shah ends by telling us that “Aharon and 
his sons did as they were told.” 
Rashi seems to be bothered by how ob-
vious this statement is. Of course Aha-
ron did what HASHEM told him to 
do! Why is it necessary to say so? Rashi 
explains that the Torah includes it as a 
statement of praise: Aharon and his sons 
didn’t veer off to the right or to the left. 
This Rashi is difficult to understand. It 
doesn’t seem like he answered his ques-
tion. Of course, Aharon didn’t veer off 
to the left or the right. This was the 
avodah in the Mishkan that he was 
performing, and the directives came 
straight from HASHEM. Would he 
possibly think that he knew better than 
HASHEM how to perform the service? 
If that wasn’t reason enough, the Torah 
tells us repeatedly that the punishment 
for a Kohen who deviates from the avo-
dah is death. 
Imagine a man working with high volt-
age electrical equipment. He has been 
given clear safety instructions. Make 
sure the power is off before you switch 
on the transformer. Make sure that you 
are wearing protective gloves and that 
you are grounded. Wouldn’t we expect 
him to follow every nuance because of 
the danger involved?
So what type of praise is this? The an-
swer to this question can be best under-
stood with an example.

³ IN THE IMAGE OF HASHEM 

There is a story told about an English-
man who visited a farm in Texas in the 
1880’s. As he approached the ranch, 
he saw a cowboy herding the cows. He 
asked to see the cowboy’s boss. In doing 
so, he used an expression common in 

England then: “Is your master at home?” 
The cowboy put both hands on his hips 
and proclaimed, “The son of a gun ain’t 
been born yet.”
This anecdote is illustrative of a very 
human trait: we don’t like to be bossed 
around. In fact, we hate it. I’ll gladly 
help you, I’ll do anything for you — but 
ask nicely. Boss me around and forget it. 
I’m out of here. 
This isn’t just a quirk of human nature. 
It’s a direct outgrowth of man’s inherent 
greatness. 
Chazal explain that when the Torah 
writes that HASHEM created man in 
His image, it isn’t merely an expression. 
Man is both the reason for all of existence 
and the maintainer of it. Everything 
physical has a spiritual counterpart sus-
taining it. HASHEM put man into the 
role of being the one who upholds the 
spiritual level of the world. His actions, 
deeds, and thoughts build upper worlds 
and sustain the lower worlds. Our eyes 
may not be attuned to it, but man is the 
maintainer of physicality. He is more sig-
nificant than we can ever imagine, more 
important than anything we can envi-
sion. He is a little creator. 

³ BOSSES DON’T LIKE 
BEING BOSSED AROUND

While this greatness of soul allows man 
to reach dizzying heights, it also comes 
with a liability. It is very difficult for us to 
follow orders. Even when we know that 
they are right. Even when we know that 
they are good for us. Even when those or-
ders are given by the greatest of all greats, 
by the Creator of the heavens and the 
earth. We don’t like taking orders. 
This seems to be the answer to the ques-
tion on Rashi. 
Aharon was one of the greatest men who 
ever lived, and he had a high and lofty 
sprit. As such, it should have been very 
difficult for him to follow orders. For 
him, “doing as he was told” should have 
been very hard. Nevertheless, it wasn’t. 
He was exceedingly humble, so he was 
able to recognize his greatness and act 
in a bold and innovative manner when 
it was called for, yet accept that HASH-
EM was in charge. As great as he was, he 
was but a servant in front of his Master. 
He had overcome one of the paramount 
challenges to man — recognizing his 
greatness yet remaining humble. 
Understanding this balance is critical 
for our growth. The Torah wasn’t given 
to robots, or for people to follow it 
blindly without understanding. We 
are expected to ask questions and delve 
into the reasoning behind things. We 
are obligated to strain our minds to 
the best of our ability in the process. 
And yet, we are expected to yield to the 
superior wisdom of our Creator and to 
humbly submit to His directives. Ours 
is to question why, and yet ours it to 
do or die. 

—
For more on this topic please listen to 
Shmuz #126 The Dignity of Man

Ours Is to 
Question 
Why…
g

“And Aharon and his sons carried 
out all the matters that HASHEM 

commanded through Moshe.”
— Vayikra 8:36 —



A CELL PHONE SITUATION
Adapted from Touched by a Story by Rabbi Spero, with permission of the 

copyright holders, ArtScroll / Mesorah Publications, Ltd.

 
At Reb Mendel Goldenfield's levayah, one fellow 
stepped forward and asked the family if he could give 
a eulogy. His voice was trembling. He said that he had 
something very important to share.

“I met Reb Mendel once in my life, for ten minutes. 
I learn in a yeshivah of 340 boys. Twice a week our 
rebbi gives shiur. Anyone not in the yeshivah may not 
attend. One day, Reb Mendel begged for permission 
to stay, and the rebbi reluctantly allowed it.

“Shiur began. Suddenly, a cell phone rang in Reb 
Mendel's area. Our rebbi was agitated. Reb Mendel 
fumbled with his phone. The rebbi muttered 
something under his breath, but continued the shiur.

“Minutes later, the phone shrilled again. The rebbi 
snapped, 'This is not how we learn Torah!' He was 
ready to walk out. The crowd glared at Reb Mendel, 
but five minutes later, the phone rang again. The 
rebbi closed his sefer and walked out of the room.

“On their way out, each of the 340 boys voiced their 
protest over Reb Mendel's behavior with a comment 
or grimace in his direction. Rabbosai, I was standing 
next to him. You cannot imagine the horrible shame.”

What kind of eulogy was this? But the young man 
cried out: “It wasn't even his cell phone. It was mine! 
I didn’t know how to turn it off. But to save me from 
shame, he pretended it was his.

“Just as he endured the shame publicly, he should 
now be given honor in the same fashion." 

THE CLARITY OF DAY
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with permission from 
the publisher. 

The laws of korbanos conclude with the words “Zos hatorah la’olah, 
lamincha … asher tziva Hashem es Moshe b’Har Sinai, b’yom tzavoso es Bnei 
Yisrael lehakriv es korbaneihem laHashem b’midbar Sinai.” These pesukim 
emphasize the place where Jews brought their first offerings, as well as the 
time when they received the mitzvah. It was yom tzavoso—it was day when 
they received this command.

Similarly, we find that the Torah distinguishes between the prophecy of 
Moshe, who received the Torah, and that of the other prophets: peh el peh 
adaber bo, u’mareh v’lo b’chidos. G-d did not speak to Moshe in the twilight of 
a dream. Rather, the Word that came to Moshe came to the lucid intellect of 
an aware man. And Moshe relayed that Word to the aware people. Similarly, 
halacha says, a person should bring a korban with a clear mind and full 
awareness; with thoughtfulness and free choice should he dedicate himself 

The words of this bracha, also known as the Birkas Ha’aretz, were 
composed by Yehoshua, on occasion of the Jewish people finally 
entering Eretz Yisrael.

Just imagine—every time we bentch, we are repeating the 
same words that our ancestors said over 3,000 years ago: “We 
thank You, Hashem our G-d, for having given as a heritage to our 
forefathers a desirable, good, and spacious land.”  

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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to fulfilling the Torah. Asher tziva Hashem es 
Moshe b’Har Sinai b’yom tzavoso: all hakrava, 
drawing closer to Hashem through an offering, 
is fit only by day.

Night, laila, is the time when things are 
commingled, when man gives himself up to 
physical forces. Hence, night brings a pagan 
man close to his gods. At night, he senses 
their power, as he is held in it like all the other 
creatures. During the day, however, man walks 
upright, aware of himself and subduing the 
world. To the pagan mind, day is the time of 
man’s struggle with the gods.

The Jewish perception is the antithesis of this. 
Not in the resignation of night does the Jew 
sense G-d’s power. Rather, in clarity of thought, 
in creative action that conquers worlds, in 
the upright posture of daytime—in these, 
he attains closeness to G-d. The light of his 
intellect, the force of his free will, the creativity 
of his endeavors—indeed, the entirety of his 
personality as it stands tall throughout the 
day—all these were given to him by the grace of 
the Creator.

G-d has granted man a share of His infinite 
intellect, of His free will, of His creative 
Power. G-d has raised man above the bonds of 
physicality, stood him upright, and made him 
master of the world—so that he may serve G-d 
in it. In the very carrying out of a day’s work, a 
man fulfills the Will of G-d.

To pagans, the day is a struggle of mortals 
against the power of gods. To the Jew, day 
means serving G-d, and through His world he 
brings G-d satisfaction.  

THE END OF THE LAST KING
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

The words of the nevi’im are messages from heaven, and their predictions are 
bound to come true. Yirmiyahu was the navi for forty years before the churban 
of Yerushalayim and the Bais Hamikdash, and from his very first vision he was 
told that someday, if the Jews did not do teshuva, the kings from the north 
would come and place thrones at the gates of Yerushalayim in preparation to 
destroy the city.

The people did not take Yirmiyahu’s prophecies to heart, and no teshuva was 
forthcoming. So what was predicted forty years earlier became a tragic reality. 
Nevuchadnetzar and his allies came and encamped around Yerushalayim, 
sitting on their thrones.

We have already written about the stubborn refusal of Tzidkiyahu to accept 
his defeat and surrender. When he saw that the city was doomed, Tzidkiyahu 
and all his officers ran away under the cover of night. But the navi Yechezkel 
had already predicted in the name of Hashem that he would not escape: “I will 
spread out my net to catch him.”

Tzidkiyahu relied on an underground  tunnel that led from his palace to the 
plains of Yericho, from which he hoped to be able to escape. So Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu arranged for a deer to run along aboveground, parallel to 
Tzidkiyahu’s tunnel. As he and his family scurries underground towards the 
end of the tunnel, the deer ran overhead, a group of Nevuchadnetzar’s soldiers 
in hot pursuit. The hunters finally caught up to the deer just as Tzidkiyahu and 
his family exited the camouflaged opening at the end of the tunnel.

The soldiers captured the king and brought him and his family to 
Nevuchadnetzar. Nevuchadnetzar slaughtered Tzidkiyahu’s ten sons before his 
eyes, blinded him, and imprisoned him.

Tzidkiyahu had already been told by Yirmiyahu that he would be taken to 
Bavel but would never see it. Now he understood.

Yirmiyahu had also informed the king that he would die in peace and be 
mourned by his people. But no prisoner in Nevuchadnetzar’s jails was ever 
released. Tzidkiyahu remained imprisoned there until the day Nevuchadnetzar 
died. On that day he was freed, and the very next day he died and was eulogized 
and mourned. This was the sad ending of the last king we had from the house of 
David.  

GRACEFUL GIANTS

How are huge whales able to swim together in packs?

Humpback whales are intelligent, but not the prettiest. Their flippers and faces are covered with 
“whale acne.” They are, however, graceful swimmers. The “acne” bumps, or tubercles, are highly 
designed structures. They are evenly spaced in a mathematically precise pattern and reduce 
in size from large to small as they extend from the whale’s body out to the end of their flippers. 
Why do humpbacks need them? They hunt in packs, and need to maneuver in tight turns with 
quick banking, like fighter planes in the air. The tubercles reduce drag, increase lift and create 
counter-rotating vortices, all of which are beneficial traits for “wings” in air or water.   

Adapted from Hashem.com
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A Historical Background 

of Purim

By Rabbi Dovid Sapirman
ח״עשת טבש
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The spiritual highs and lows of Eretz Yehuda

  The story of Purim starts long before the actual episodes recorded in Megilas Esther. We 

will try to supply some of the historical background that will shed light on the Purim 

narrative. 

  The first Bais Hamikdash stood for four hundred and ten years. During that era, there 

were times of spiritual strength and also times of great weakness. Generally, it all 

depended on the king. When the kings of the house of Dovid were righteous, they upheld 

the laws of the Torah and taught the people to abide by it. However, there were some 

wicked kings in the dynasty of Bais Dovid, who supported idol worship and other evil 

practices. In the hundred and fifty years leading up to the churban, there were three major 

instances of kings who corrupted the people and led them astray. In the first two of such 

instances, a king that was a great tzadik followed after the previous rosha, and 

endeavored to undo all the harm that had been perpetrated before him. Achaz worshipped 

idols and forcibly closed the Bais Hamikdash. He did not allow children to learn Torah, in 

the hope that there would be no future talmidei chchomim. After this terrible decline, his 

son Chizkiyahu initiated a massive campaign to teach Torah to the entire people and 

restore the Bais Hamikdash to its former glory. He was very successful at the time, but 

when Chizkiyahu died, his son Menashe, (who reigned for fifty five years), and his 

grandson Amon, coerced the people into idol worship, and even murdered anyone who 

stood in their way. The Tanach attributes the churban to the sins of Menashe, who 

corrupted the people.

  The last truly righteous king of Yehuda was Yoshiyahu, son of Amon. He, too, made 

every effort to undo all the harm that his father and grandfather had wrought. He was not 

completely successful, because, unbeknown to him, there was still much avoda zara 

being performed in secret. With his death, a downslide began for the next twenty two 

years, leading up to the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash, Yerushalayim, and Galus 

Bavel. When Yoshiyahu was killed in battle by the army of Pharaoh, the people anointed 

Yehoachaz, Yoshiyahu's son, to sit on the throne of Yehuda. Yehoachaz was imprisoned 

by Pharaoh and died in Egypt, after a reign of only three months. Pharaoh coronated his 

brother Yehoyakim to be king in his place. Yehoyakim was one of the worst kings that 

ever reigned in Yehuda, and did everything to literally spite Hashem and Torah. His reign 

lasted eleven years, and greatly intensified the spiritual decline in the land. All the above 

took place in a span of about one hundred and fifty years, and now we can begin to 

discuss the events that led directly up to the episode of Purim.

Nevuchadnetzar comes on the scene

  Nineteen years prior to the destruction of Yerushalayim, Nevuchadnetzar conquered 

Ninveh and began his reign. Just one year later he came to Yerushalayim and 

overpowered it. Yehoyakim was subservient to Nevuchadnetzar for three years, but then 

rebelled. After a three year rebellion, Nevuchadnetzar came back and took away 

Yehoyakim, who died on his way out of Yerushalayim. At this time, the very first stage of 
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our exile occurred. Boys of the royal family were taken to Nevuchadnetzar's palace, to be 

trained as servants in the royal retinue. Among these boys were Doniel, Chananya, 

Mishael and Azarya. This all took place eleven years prior to the churban.

  After Yehoyakim's death, Nevuchadnetzar installed his son, whom he renamed 

Yechanya, as the new king. When Nevuchadnetzar returned to Bavel for his victory 

parade, his cabinet told him that it is not wise to put the son of a rebel on the throne, for it 

is certain that he, too, will rebel. Nevuchadnetzar returned to Yerushalayim and 

demanded that they hand over Yechanya to him, which they had no choice but to do. 

Yechanya was carted off to Bavel, where he remained imprisoned for the next thirty 

seven years.

Galus Yechanya

  At this same time, Nevuchadnetzar exiled about ten thousand Jews besides another  

group of one thousand, which the Tanach refers to as the "Charash and the Masger." They 

were the top talmidei chachomim in Yerushalayim, including people such as Mordechai 

Hatzadik and the novi Yechezkel. "Charash" means that when they spoke words of Torah 

everyone was silent and listened, and "Masger" means that when they felt that a subject 

was closed and unclear to them, there was no one who could reopen it and resolve it. 

Now Yerushalayim was depleted of any source of spiritual guidance, and the next eleven 

years were a time of very accelerated decline.

  Although this was a terrible tragedy at the time, both for those who remained in 

Yerushalayim and for those who went into exile, the Gemora tells us that it was a great 

kindliness from Hashem. When the rest of the nation went into Galus Bavel eleven years 

later, the chachomim who had been exiled earlier had already settled in and set up 

yeshivos, so that they could now be available to teach Torah to the new group of exiles. 

Bavel remained a main center of Torah for well over a thousand years.

Yirmiyahu Hanovi's letter

  When this large group went into exile, Yirmiyahu Hanovi sent them a letter, in which he 

advised them to prepare for a very long stay in Bavel. He told them to build houses, plant 

vineyards and marry off their children. "Because when seventy years of Bavel are 

completed, I shall remember you, says Hashem." When would it come to be that the 

Jewish nation had been under Babylonian rule for seventy years? Since they were first 

conquered eighteen years before the churban, this prophecy should have come true fifty 

two years after the destruction of Yerushalyim. (More about this later).

The last king before the churban

  When Nevuchadnetzar deposed Yechanya, he put his uncle Tzidkiyahu (another son of 

Yoshiyahu) on the throne. Tzidkiyahu reigned for eleven years until the churban, and was 

the last king of Yehuda from the house of Dovid, until Moshiach will come. In the ninth 

year of his reign, the siege by Bavel began on Asarah B'teves, and lasted for two and a 
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half years. When the Babylonians finally broke through the wall, they destroyed the Bais 

Hamikdash, perpetrated a massive slaughter, and burnt down the city of Yerushalayim. At 

this time, they force-marched all the remaining Jews to Bavel. This was the beginning of 

what we call Galus Bavel.

Eretz Yisroel becomes deserted

  Nevuchadnetzar allowed some of the poorest elements of Yehuda to remain in the land 

and cultivate it under his appointed governor, Gedalia ben Achikam. A jealous rival had 

him assassinated, and all the remaining Jews fled to Egypt. Now Eretz Yehuda was totally 

devoid of human habitation, and remained so for fifty two years.

Calculations and miscalculations

  Although the ancient nations were never willing to submit to the will of Hashem, they 

were always wary of the promises of the prophets. They did not want the Jewish people 

to be redeemed, and were aware and concerned about the prediction that a redemption 

would come after seventy years. Fifty one years after the churban, Balshatzar, the last 

king of Bavel, a wicked grandson of Nevuchadnetzar, held a magnificent ball to celebrate 

Persia's retreat after a battle between Bavel and Persia. He mistakenly thought that the 

seventy year deadline had already passed, and since the Jewish people had not been 

redeemed, it meant that G-d was not carrying through on His promise. Therefore, he 

spitefully dressed himself in the garments of the Kohen Gadol, and used the vessels of the 

Bais Hamikdash in which to serve wine to his guests. A mysterious hand appeared from 

nowhere and wrote a cryptic message on the wall. No one could decipher it, so Doniel 

was called to do so. He told them that the message was that tonight is the last night of 

Bavel's kingdom. Indeed, that night Persia returned, Balshatzar was killed, and Bavel 

now became a mere province in the greater Persian empire. Vashti, the king's daughter 

and a great-grand-daughter of Nevuchadnetzar, was found hiding during the attack. 

Daryavesh took her and had her married to one of his servants, none other than 

Achashverosh.

The downfall of Bavel

  This defeat by the combined armies of Persia and Mede took place fifty one years after 

the churban of the Bais Hamikdash. The king of Persia was Koresh, the king of Mede 

was his father in law Daryavesh (the first). Out of deference to his father in law, Koresh 

let Daryavesh be the emperor of the new empire. Daryavesh lived only one more year, 

and when he died Koresh became the emperor of the entire Persian empire.

Fulfillment of an ancient prophecy

  Although not Jewish, Koresh had cried and groaned over the destruction of the Bais 

Hamikdash. It is therefore not surprising that Heaven chose him to initiate the rebuilding 

of the Bais Hamikdash. Long before the events recorded here, the Novi Yeshaya had 
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predicted that a great king would arise, Koresh by name, who would allow the Jewish 

people to resettle Yerushalayim and to rebuild the Bais Hamikdash. About two hundred 

years later, Koresh was shown the scroll, verified its authenticity, and was greatly 

impressed. He understood that this was a message from G-d with which he must comply. 

At this time, it was exactly fifty two years after the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash, 

which corresponded exactly with the predicted seventy years from the time Bavel had 

first conquered Eretz Yehuda. The prophecy of Yirmiyahu, that when seventy years of 

Bavel have been completed Hashem would remember them, was being actualized 

precisely at the appointed time.

  Koresh announced to all his people, "So said Koresh, king of Persia: The G-d of Heaven 

has given me all the kingdoms of the earth. He commanded me to build His house in 

Yerushalayim in Yehuda." He granted permission that any Jew who wants to leave his 

country to go up to Yerushalayim may do so, and may also build the house of the G-d of 

Israel in Yerushalayim. He allotted funds for the rebuilding, and returned the vessels of 

the Bais Hamikdash which Nevuchadnetzar had plundered. He even commanded his 

subjects to help fund the poor Jews who didn't have the means to travel to Yerushalayim.

  It is hard to imagine the joy the Jewish people must have felt when they heard this 

proclamation. They had suffered for so long, prior to and during the churban, and 

throughout the long and bitter exile. Here was the novi's promise come true. The 

redemption is at hand!

Koresh is rewarded

  Earlier, when Nevuchadnetzar had been about to die, he did not want to leave over his 

wealth to his son. He loaded all his riches in boats made of copper and hid them under the 

waters of the Euphrates River. On the very day that Koresh granted permission for Bnei 

Yisroel to return and rebuild, he was granted a heavenly reward. The location of all these 

treasures was revealed to him, and he retrieved them.

Zerubavel

  Immediately after the announcement, Jews began preparing for a return to the land of 

their forefathers. Their leader at the time was Zerubavel, a descendant of Yechanya 

Hamelech. It had been foretold that because of Yechanya's evilness he would never have 

any descendants that would sit on the throne. Nevertheless, Zerubavel did descend from 

him, because Yechanya did teshuva while in prison in Bavel. The decree was rescinded, 

and eventually Moshiach will descend from him.

The first Aliyah

  Zerubavel was appointed by Koresh to be the official governor of Yehuda. The first 

group that volunteered to go to Eretz Yisroel under his leadership consisted of over forty 

thousand Yidden. They all went back to resettle the towns and cities from which their 

ancestors had been exiled. Not so many were living in Yerushalayim.
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  This first group included some of the greatest men in our history. Among others, there 

were Doniel, Mordechai, Chagai, Zecharya, Malachi, and the aforementioned chachomim 

known as the Charash V'hamasger.

  On the first Rosh Hashana after their arrival, they built a mizbeach on its original site 

and began bringing korbanos, (which was permissible even without a Bais Hamikdash). 

By the following Iyar, they had already laid the foundation of the Bayis Sheni amidst 

great rejoicing.

Something goes wrong

  History, however, is in the hands of the Creator, Whose agenda, we shall yet see, was 

quite different. Therefore, things did not turn out the way the Jewish people anticipated. 

The Jews had many enemies who were eager to slander them to the king, among them the 

Kusim. They arranged for Koresh to walk through the neighborhood where the Jews who 

had returned to Eretz Yehuda had previously lived. He saw the workshops of silversmiths 

and goldsmiths boarded up. When he inquired as to why these stores were closed, they 

told him that these were the shops of the Jews whom he had allowed to immigrate. Now 

Koresh rescinded his permission. He announced that anyone who had already gone could 

stay in Yehuda and Yerushalayim, but that the border would once again become closed.

  This retraction by Koresh caused great disillusionment for the Jewish people. How 

could they, shorthanded as the were, rebuild the Bais Hamikdash without reinforcements 

from Bavel? Hadn't Yirmiyahu foretold that the redemption was to occur at this time? 

Could it be possible that the Creator was so angry with them that He no longer wanted to 

redeem them?

Even Doniel was in error

  Not only were the masses of our people expecting the geulah to come at this time, but 

even the great Doniel was also waiting for it. When it didn't happen, he fasted and 

dovened to Hashem to reveal to him when the geulah would finally come. It was told to 

him in a vision that the redemption would come, not seventy years after the initial 

conquest by Bavel, but rather seventy years from the destruction of Yerushalayim. The 

exile was an atonement for the seventy Shmita and Yovel years that the people had not 

kept properly. Therefore, the land had to lie fallow a full seventy years before the yeshuah 

would come.

Two contradictory prophecies resolved

  Nevertheless, there seemed to be a contradiction in the prophecies. Was the redemption 

supposed to come seventy years after Bavel's first conquest of Yehuda as stated by 

Yirmiyahu, or was it scheduled for seventy years from the destruction of Yerushalayim? 

There was, after all, an eighteen year discrepancy between the two predictions. The 

Gemora resolves the seeming contradiction. Yirmiyahu's prediction that "after seventy 

years I will remember you" had indeed come true. However, it was not intended to be the 
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final geulah, with the completed rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash and the full return to 

Eretz Yisroel. It would merely be "a remembrance," a reminder from Heaven that the 

geulah is to come, but nothing more. This reminder was fulfilled when Koresh allowed 

the initial group to return and begin the building, after Yehuda had lain as a waste land for 

fifty two years. But the full geulah would not come until eighteen years later, when they 

would indeed complete the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash, and larger numbers of 

Jews would return to the land.

All was foretold

  Ramban in his commentary on Chumash tells us that the tochacha in B'chukosai predicts 

the destruction of the first Bais Hamikdash. He shows how all of the above mentioned 

events were alluded to in the verses about this galus. The pasuk says that Hashem will 

remember His covenant with the forefathers, but then goes on to mention events that 

would happen during the galus, until the land appeases for the broken Sabbatical years. 

Following this, the pasuk says, He will remember the covenant that He made with the 

ones whom He took out of Mitzrayim. First a mere remembrance, no promise of return. 

Then continued galus, till the land appeases for the Sabbatical years, and finally the 

exodus and return. No surprises, all was foretold.

Achashverosh usurps the throne

  Koresh died not long after he retracted his permission to go up to Yerushalayim. 

Through scheming and bribes, Achashverosh became the next emperor of Persia, along 

with Vashti as his queen. In the very beginning of his reign, the enemies of the Jewish 

people banded together and wrote a "hate letter" to Achashverosh. They warned him that 

if the Jews are allowed to rebuild their temple and the city of Yerushalayim, they will 

surely rebel against him and refuse to pay him any taxes. After all, they said, 

Yerushalayim had always been the seat of mighty kings, who endeavored to overpower 

other nations. They stated that their only concern was for the honor of the king, and that 

no loss should happen to the royal treasury.

  When Achashverosh read the letter, he showed it to Vashti. She told him emphatically 

that they should never allow the rebuilding of what her ancestor Nevuchadnetzar had 

destroyed. An official decree came from Achashverosh, explicitly forbidding any further 

construction of the Bais Hamikdash or Yerushalayim. From that moment on, all work of 

rebuilding ceased, until the rise of King Daryavesh II.

Disappointment and despair

  Imagine how discouraged the Jewish nation must have been at this time. They still had 

no inkling as to why the full geulah had not come at the time Yirmiyahu had predicted.  

From the brief moment of exultation they had felt upon Koresh's initial decree, things had 

only gone from bad to worse.
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The Purim story

  Everyone knows the Purim story, so there is no need to repeat it here. However, there 

are some vital underlying points that deserve to be addressed. 

The gala party

  Just as Balshatzer before him, Achashverosh was also concerned about the prophetic 

prediction that the Jewish people would be redeemed. He didn't want them to leave his 

jurisdiction, so he calculated when the seventy promised years would have passed. Just as 

Balshatzer had miscalculated, so did Achashverosh. He mistakenly thought that the 

appointed time had already passed in the third year of his reign. However, he wasn't 

taking any chances. He feared that maybe the Jewish G-d may still change his mind and 

take his people back unto Him. So he consulted Haman, the man most expert on how to 

bring a michshol to Am Yisroel, and arouse the disfavor of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The 

Midrash says that Haman came with a great plot agains Yisroel…. Haman said to 

Achashverosh, "The G-d of these people despises immorality." Haman advised him to 

invite the Jews to a party, and make the atmosphere at the party very indecent. Do not 

force the Jews to attend, so that they can be held responsible. Then you can be certain that 

their G-d will never take them back. 

Mordechai warns

  Mordechai understood Achashverosh's intention, and warned the Jews not to go so that 

the Satan would not be able to accuse them, but they didn't listen. Eighteen thousand and 

nine hundred Jews went to the party. They ate, drank, and behaved improperly. Then the 

Satan brought this accusation before Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Although Haman's decree to 

annihilate the Jewish people did not come until nine years later, but Mordechai had been 

right. The decree was indeed made because "they had taken pleasure from the seudah of 

Achashverosh." Had the people attended the party out of fear of insulting the king, but 

nevertheless felt disgust over the goings-on at the party, they would not have been held so 

guilty. But for them to disobey Mordechai's warning, and actually enjoy themselves at a 

party which is the antithesis of what a Jew is supposed to be, was considered by heaven a 

heinous crime. There lies herein a great lesson for us in our times, that Hashem Yisborach 

is indeed very displeased when our moral standard is not up to par.

An old sin finally catches up

  Long before the events recorded in Megilas Esther, the Jewish people had not lived up 

to the heavenly standard expected of them. Nevuchadnetzar had erected a statue sixty 

cubits high and commanded everyone in his empire to bow to it. Everyone bowed, 

including Am Yisroel, with the exception of three tzadikim, Chananya, Mishael and 

Azarya. Although according to many Rishonim bowing to the statue was merely giving 

reverence to the king and was not a true avodah zarah, but since it had all the trappings of 

idol worship, and was similar enough to feel as if they were bowing to avodah zarah, they 
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were held guilty. For that reason, Chananya, Mishael and Azarya chose to give their lives 

al kiddush Hashem, and the rest of the people should have done the same. The Gemora 

states that Haman's decree of annihilation was sanctioned in heaven for these dual sins: 

bowing to Nevuchadnetzar's statue, and having hana'ah and pleasure from the indecent 

seudah of Achashverosh. 

Mordechai's message to the people

  When Mordechai heard about the gezeira, and was informed by Eliyahu Hanovi that it 

had indeed been decreed in heaven, he ripped his clothing and went out in the street 

screaming. This was no spontaneous act of hysteria. Not at all. Mordechai communicated 

to the Jewish people precisely what needs to be done under the circumstances: teshuva 

and tefila. His message was very clear: Not thru protests, bribing officials or political 

maneuvers will this decree be averted. There is no other way out than teshuva and tefila. 

The people understood his message very well. That is what the Megilah means when it 

states that everywhere the Jews heard about the decree there was great mourning with 

fasting and crying. They rushed to the shuls to plead for mercy. The decree was having 

the desired effect: to bring the people back to their Creator.

How great was the removal of the signet ring

  The prophets had been rebuking the people long before the destruction of Yehuda. They 

didn't do teshuva then, and they weren't doing teshuva now. It was so easy to just shrug 

off the words of the prophets, and go about their merry business. Accepting fault and 

making change are among the hardest things for a person to do. But there was one thing 

that could not be ignored. When Achashverosh took off his ring and gave it to Haman to 

seal the decree, the people were so shaken up that they actually were receptive to 

Mordechai's instructions. So said the chachomim, "The removal of the ring was greater 

than forty eight prophets and seven prophetesses who had given prophecy to Yisroel. 

None of them were able to bring them back to the good path, but the removal of the ring 

brought them back to the good path."

Bewilderment and fright

  It is hard to imagine the intensity of fright that our people must have felt when Haman's 

evil decree was announced. Not only was the threat of annihilation hanging over their 

heads, but even their characteristic optimism and trust in Hashem's help was very 

weakened. After all, hadn't the fulfillment of the prophecy that they were anticipating not 

materialized? Now there was even a decree of total destruction. There were still nevi'im 

alive amongst them, but there had not been a single message of encouragement 

forthcoming from them. There were certainly some among them, as mentioned in the 

book of Yechezkel, who considered it possible that Hashem had cast them off, as a 

husband who divorces his wife or a master who sells his slave. Without question, the  

disappointment of the unfulfilled promise fueled that belief.
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The eternal covenant

  The story of Purim is actually the story of Klal Yisroel's promised eternal survival. At 

the time of the Purim story, basically the entire Jewish nation was under the rule of 

Achashverosh. Had Haman been able to carry out his threat, it would have meant the 

destruction of the totality of Am Yisroel. However, in the Torah itself we have been 

promised that Hashem will never break his covenant with us by allowing us to perish. 

"Even when they are in the lands of their enemies, I will not loathe them or reject them to 

destroy them, to nullify my covenant with them, for I am Hashem their G-d." The 

prophets told us that the Jewish people will be Hashem's chosen nation as long as the sun, 

the moon and the stars will exist. The mountains may depart, but Hashem's bris will be 

with us eternally. 

Making the connection

  One of the great lessons from the story of Purim is that the heavenly response to what 

we do is not always immediate, and hence not always obvious. The sin of bowing to 

Nevuchadnetzar's statue happened many decades earlier, and the decree of Haman came 

nine years after they had gone to the party. Nevertheless, the shock of threatened 

annihilation made them realize that they must look for the Hashgacha connection through 

the counsel of  Torah, in this case Mordechai Hatzadik.

Their fasts and their outcry

  Just as the cause of the calamity must be determined through Torah insights, the solution 

must also come from Above. The weaponry of Am Yisroel is not like that of other 

nations. "These are with chariots, these with horses, but we recite the name of Hashem.״ 

At the end of the Megila, when summing up the story, the pasuk says," תומוצה ירבד  

םתקעזו ." This is the story of the fasting and their outcry. It was only with z'chus of the 

tefilos and the teshuva that Mordechai and Esther were able to bring about a yeshua. We 

must never lose sight of this vital message.

From the mouths of the children

  There is so much to learn from Purim that this short historical essay could go on and on, 

which of course is impractical. Let us therefore close with the words of the Midrash 

Raba. "R' Abba bar Kahana said, 'there never arose philosophers in the world as Bilam 

ben Beor and Avnimus the tailor. The nations all gathered to him and said, 'Can we start 

up with this nation (the Jews)?' He said, 'Go around to their synagogues and study halls. 

If you find children there chirping with their voices, you are unable to start up with them. 

For so their father promised them and said, 'The voice is the voice of Yaakov and the 

hands are the hands of Esav. When the voice of Yaakov is found in the shuls, then the 

hands are not the hands of Esav. If not, then the hands are the hands of Esav." Mordechai 

knew this well, and he gathered twenty two thousand cheder children in Shushan, who 
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were fasting, dovening  and learning. In the slichos of Ta'anis Esther we recite that their 

learning was the turning point in the story.

  Everything that happens in history is the Divine plan of the Hashgacha. Both the tzaros 

and the salvation follow an exact plan, although sometimes concealed from us. It was the 

will of Hashem to give us the opportunity to return to Him through the fright of the 

g'zaira, and it was indeed the teshuva and the tefilos, both ours and the children's which 

wrought the yeshuah. May we once again commit ourselves fully to Hashem Yisborach's 

Torah, and may He soon bring an end to our galus ונימיב הרהמב קדצ לאוג תאיבב .  Amen!
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Pesachim 58b) derives from: vkugv vhkg lrgu that 
the first Korban of the day must always be the shn, icre. The 
Mishna (Zevachim 89a) derives from another Posuk that the shn, 
must always precede the ;xun icre because it is rhs, - brought 
more often (everyday) than the ;xun. Accordingly, the Shulchan 
Aruch (j”ut 286:1) rules that Shacharis, which is based on the 
shn, icre, must always precede Musaf. The Rema adds that if one 
davened Musaf before Shacharis he is still tmuh. The ejmh rtc 
(20) was asked what one should do if he arrived in Shul just 
before Musaf. Should he daven Musaf with the Tzibur and  then 
go back to daven Shacharis later, or should he forgo ruchmc vkp, 
for Musaf and daven Shacharis first because it is rhs, ? R’ 
Yitzchak Elchanan ruled that he should daven Musaf with the 
Tzibur. Since one is obligated to seek a minyan up to 4 mil away, 
the obvious importance of the quality of ruchmc vkp, turns a 
“plain” mitzvah into a mitzvah that is asuen (“extra” holy). Since 
the Rambam (ihshn, 9:2) says that when one is asked to choose 
between a mitzvah that is rhs, and another that is asuen he may 
choose whichever one he wants, his choice should lean towards 
ruchmc vkp,. However, Igros Moshe (j”ut 4:68) disagrees with 
the theory that performing a mitzvah (such as davening) with a 
rushv (such as with a Tzibur) turns it into a asuen. Accordingly, 
R’ Moshe ruled that one must forgo ruchmc vkp, and daven 
Shacharis first because of rhs,. As proof, he cites the Tur (j”ut 
286) which states that if on Yom Kippur, Musaf had not been 
started yet and it’s already time for Mincha, then Mincha should 
precede Musaf. Although in practice, the Rambam holds that a 
Tzibur should not do so, the Rosh himself would daven Musaf 
alone before Mincha time arrived, so as to comply with rhs,.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would someone omit the phrase ... j,p, h,pa ‘s at the 
beginning of the Shacharis Shemona Esrei ?         

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(Where would one repeat Maariv on night #1 and #3 but not #2 ?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (j"ut 126:4) rules that if a Shliach Tzibur 
makes an error for which Shemona Esrei must normally be 
repeated (e.g. jurv chan etc..), he need not repeat it, as it would 
burden the congregation and he will correct it in Chazoras 
HaShatz.The Mishna Berurah adds that for Maariv, since there is 
no Chazoras HaShatz, he must repeat Shemona Esrei. The 
exception is Friday night, where he may rely on gca ihgn ,frc.                 

DIN'S CORNER:  
Although Purim is a Yom Tov and day of rejoicing, in those areas 
where the custom is to work, one may work on Purim. It is also 
permitted to marry on Purim. If a miracle occurred to someone, 
and certainly if it happened to benefit all residents of the city, 
they may establish and obligate their successors to commemorate 
that day as a Purim, requiring a Seudah which would qualify as a 
Seudas Mitzvah.  (Chayei Adam 155:35,41)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 691:4) rules that the letter ‘Vov’ which 
begins the name Vyzasa (Haman’s youngest son) must be longer 
than the other letters, based on the Gemara in Megilah (16b). The 
Magid Mishnah (vkhdn ,ufkv  2:12) asks why the Rambam does 
not mention this Halachah, but offers no answer. Rashi (‘t ktuna 
15:3) explains that Shaul was told to kill all the animals of 
Amalek because the Amalekites were sorcerers, and when 
threatened, they were able to change their appearance to resemble 
animals. The Mishnah (ohkf 17:13) states that dead fish do not 
become tny (and are not tnyn) as a vkhcb, except for the ohv ckf 
(seahorse ?) because when threatened, it runs for shore. As it thus 
identifies itself with land animals, its vtnuy status is determined 
as a land animal. The Midrash states that Achashveirosh donned 
the clothing of the Kohen Gadol, expecting to receive thereby, 
priestly status and vbuvf ,ub,n (priestly gifts). One such gift that 
Achashveirosh (erroneously) believed a Kohen was entitled to 
was vnvc ragn (every 10th animal). Achashveirosh held that 
since when threatened, Amalekites changed into animal form, 
they had thereby assumed animal status. Therefore, he seized the 
tenth son of Haman, as a Kohen’s due. Haman disagreed, 
grabbing hold of Vyzasa, and as the two of them shlepped at 
Vyzasa, his “Vov” stretched and became longer than the other 
letters. However, the Rambam rules that ushn ihthmun iht ivf vpe,  
(once a Kohen grabs something that might be vbuvf ,ub,n we let 
him keep it). As such, Haman was not allowed to shlep back 
Vyzasa and so, the Rambam did not mention the Halachah of the 
lengthened “Vov”.    
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A wealthy man had two sons, and in his will, he stated that one son 
should receive his most prized possession – a Sefer Torah written by 
Ezra HaSofer, and the other son should receive everything else, but he 
did not name which son should receive which. Upon his death, the two 
sons took the matter to a Din Torah, since both sons wanted the Sefer 
Torah. The Psak awarded the Sefer Torah to one son, who joyfully 
arranged a parade as he brought the Sefer to his Shul, where they 
planned to start using it that Shabbos. Along the route to the Shul lived 
a bitter disillusioned Jew who resented the pomp of the parade, and so 
he sneaked into the Shul very late Thursday night, opened the Aron 
HaKodesh, took out the “new” Sefer Torah, and changed an “Ayin” to an 
“Aleph” in the upcoming Parsha. On Shabbos, when the Baal Koray 
reached that word, he almost fainted at this mistake, and the new owner 
was equally distressed at the thought of his Sefer being Posul. That 
night, the owner dreamt that Ezra came to him and said: The Sefer is 
fixed, and the “Ayin”(eyeball) of the man who did this is in the Sefer as 
well. The next morning, the Sefer was opened, the Ayin had been 
restored and an eyeball was lying at that spot. When one of the early 
Meforshim heard this story, he noted that it explained why Esther told 
Achashveirosh that she would not have said anything if the decree was 
“merely” to enslave the Jews, rather than annihilate them. Who had said 
anything about slavery ? However, Esther was saing that when Haman 
said: osctk c,fh he “said” it with an Ayin (oscgk c,fh) to fool 
Achashveirosh into thinking that Haman only wanted to enslave them, 
when he really meant to kill them. Therefore, Esther made it clear to 
Achashveirosh that slavery was not what Haman intended.  
P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 
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צו את אהרן ואת “ 6:2

בניו לאמר זאת תורת 

העלה הוא העלה על מוקדה על 

המזבח כל הלילה עד הבקר ואש 

 ”המזבח תוקד בו

“Command Aharon and his 

sons saying: This is the law of 

the elevation-offering: It is the 

elevation-offering that stays 

on the flame, on the Mizbe’ach 

all night until the morning, 

and the fire of the Mizbe’ach 

should be kept aflame on it.”  

Why does the Torah have these 

seemingly extra words, “ הוא

 The following Divrei  ”?העולה

Torah will expound on this 

topic, and support the P’shat 

offered in the closing 

paragraph.  

צו את “ 6:2 – בן איש חי 

אהרן ואת בניו לאמר זאת תורת 

העלה הוא העלה על מוקדה על 

המזבח כל הלילה עד הבקר ואש 

 ,The words – ”המזבח תוקד בו

 seem to be ”הוא העולה“

superfluous.  The next Posuk 

states, “ אשר תאכל והרים את הדשן 

 He shall separate“ – ”את העולה

the ash of what the fire 

consumed of the Olah.”  Why 

does the Torah need to tell us 

what the ashes are from, when 

it is quite obvious that it is 

from the Olah, as we are 

speaking about the sacrificing 

of the Olah?  The Zohar 

Hakodosh tells us that the 

Satan took rulership over Iyov 

and his children, for they were 

only Makriv Korbon Olos, as 

the Posuk says in Iyov 1:5 

 And“ – ”ויעלו עולות מספר כולם“

Iyov would bring Korbon Olos 

for all of his children.” The 

Korbon Olah is burnt 

completely, so that there is no 

part of it for the Sitra Achara, 

which is a portion for the 

Satan.  However, from all of 

the other Korbonos, from 

which the Kohanim and the 

owners eat, there is refuse 

from that food, and that is the 

portion for the Sitra Achara.  

With this Zohar, we can 

explain that when Moshe 

Rabbeinu built the Mizbe’ach 

at the bottom of the mountain, 

he was Makriv Olos and 

Shelamim, and not just Olos, 

for he knew that one must not 

be Makriv exclusively Korbon 

Olos, for then there is nothing 

for the Sitra Achara.  We see 

the same thing with Yisro, 

Shemos 18:12 “ ויקח יתרו עולה

וזבחים לאלקים, ויבא אהרן וכל זקני 

 – ”ישראל לאכול לחם עם חותן משה

“And Yisro, Moshe’s father-in-

law, brought a Korbon Olah 

and Zevachim, for Hashem, 

and Aharon came with all the 

elders of Klal Yisroel to 

partake in the meal before 

Hashem with Moshe’s father-

in-law.” The “Zevachim” that 

the Posuk refers to are Korbon 

Shelamim, and this was done 

purposefully so that the Satan 

should not be Mekatreg as he 

did by Iyov, for by Shelamim, 

there is food eaten by man, and 

then there is waste, which is 

the portion of the Satan.  As 

long as he receives a portion, 

he is not Mekatreg.  Based on 

this understanding, how was 

anyone ever able to only bring 

a Korbon Olah on the 

Mizbe’ach without also 

bringing a Korbon Shelamim 

with it, so that the Satan 

would not be Mekatreg?  When 

one brought a Korbon to the 

Mishkan or to the Bais 

Hamikdash, there were many 

Korbonos brought on the 

Mizbe’ach, including 

Shelamim, which were eaten.  

Thus, even though there may 

have been individuals who 

brought only a Korbon Olah, 

nonetheless, the Satan was not 

Mekatreg for he received 

portions from other Korbonos 

which were brought on that 

Mizbe’ach. Iyov brought 

Korbonos on a Bamah, not in 

the Mishkan or Bais 

Hamikdash, and there were no 

other Korbonos except for 

those.  Being that there were 

only Olos, the Satan did not 

receive a portion from that 

Bamah, and was thus 

Mekatreg against him.   

Another reason that all 

Korbonos brought on the 

Mizbe’ach were protected from 

the Satan was because there 

was a fire from Above lit on the 

Mizbe’ach which was Kodosh, 

and protected all Korbonos, 

even Olos, from the Satan.  

Additionally, from the 
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Mizbe’ach, they needed to 

remove the ashes and take it 

out of the camp of Klal Yisroel, 

and that was where the Sitra 

Achara resided – so he did 

receive some sort of portion 

even from the Olos, and this 

satisfied him.  The Torah uses 

a Loshon of צו here because its 

Gematria is 96, which is the 

same Gematria as the Sheimos 

of ל-א  and י-נ-ד-א  which are 

illuminated when Korbonos 

are brought.  The Torah 

stresses, “זאת העולה” – this is 

the Olah – that even if only an 

Olah is brought, without any 

other Korbonos which are 

eaten, “היא העולה” – it will still 

be a valid Olah, without any 

Kitrug from the Satan.  Why is 

it not like Iyov, where there 

was a Kitrug because there 

were only Olos?  “ על מוקדה על

 Because these Olos – ”המזבח

are brought on a Mizbe’ach, 

which have other Korbonos 

brought on it as well. “ ואש

 and because the fire of ,”המזבח

the Mizbe’ach comes from 

Above, which is Kodosh, and 

thus protected from the Sitra 

Achara.  Tehillim 51:20 “ הטיבה

 ”ברצונך את ציון תבנה חומות ירושלים

– “Do good in Your favor to 

Tziyon, build the walls of 

Yerushalayim.”  When we will 

be Zoche to have the walls of 

Yerushalayim rebuilt, 51:21 

 – ”אז תחפוץ זבחי צדק עולה וכליל“

“Then You will desire the 

offerings of the righteousness, 

the Olah and whole offering” – 

for there will no longer be a 

Satan, and all Olos will be able 

to brought alone.   

זאת תורת “ 6:2 – בן איש חי 

 Why does the – ”העלה הוא העלה

Posuk repeat, “הוא העולה?”  

There are Mitzvos which 

cannot reach their destination 

Above, but need the assistance 

of other Mitzvos to reach their 

proper destination; while there 

are other Mitzvos performed 

which are self-sufficient, and 

can reach the desired 

destination without any 

assistance.  The Torah is 

telling us, “זאת תורת העולה” – 

the proper way for the Olah, 

and Mitzvos are called, “Olos,” 

are to be, “הוא העולה” – that it 

should be done in the optimal 

manner, so that it itself will be 

the Olah, it should reach its 

desired destination without 

any assistance.  Another 

answer to this question is that 

the actual Korbon Olah needs 

an action from a Kohen, and 

one cannot do so without the 

assistance of a Kohen.  

However, one who recites the 

Parshah of the Olah, which is 

as if he brought a Korbon Olah, 

(as the Gemara in Menochos 

110a tells us) then one does not 

need a Kohen; rather, “ הוא

 it itself is the Olah – ”העולה

without the assistance of a 

Kohen.   

זאת “ 6:2 – ברכת הרי"ח 

תורת העלה הוא העלה על מוקדה על 

המזבח כל הלילה עד הבקר ואש 

 The Gemara – ”המזבח תוקד בו

in Ta’anis 7a tells us that the 

Torah Hakdosha is compared 

to fire, as it says in Yirmiyah 

 My“ – ”דברי כאש נאום ד'“ 23:29

word is like fire, declares the 

Lord”.  The Zohar Hakodosh in 

Parshas Vayechi and Parshas 

Pinchos tells us that the main 

Limud Hatorah is during the 

second half of the night.  The 

night is broken up into two 

parts: the first part is called, 

 and the second part is ”ליל“

called, “לילה.”  The Rambam in 

Hilchos Dei’os 4:4 says that the 

twenty-four hours of the day is 

split into three 8-hour parts: 8 

hours for sleeping, 8 hours for 

Torah, and 8 hours for 

business matters. A Siman for 

this is given from a Posuk in 

Iyov 3:13 “ אז תישן, אז תשכיל, את

 that for each of these – ”תצליח

three, one should spend, “אז” – 

Gematria of 8 – 8 hours a day 

doing each part.  This is what 

the Posuk is telling us here, 

 this a Remez – ”זאת תורת העולה“

to the Torah, “ היא העולה על

 this means that one – ”מוקדה

must approach the Torah with 

great התלהבות, with great 

excitement and a fiery desire; 

 this refers to the – ”על המזבח“

mouth (as it says in Yuma 

86b), “כל הלילה” – the entire 

second half of the night which 

is referred to as לילה, as 

opposed to the first part of the 

night, which is referred to ליל.  
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 One should study - ”עד הבוקר“

Torah until the morning, so as 

to connect the night to the day 

with Limud Hatorah.  

However, that is not enough of 

Limud Hatorah, for half of the 

night is only four hours – “ ואש

בו -המזבח תוקד  ’ – and that fire 

of Torah should burn until one 

achieves at least, “בו” – which 

is the Gematria of 8 – 8 hours 

of Limud Hatorah a day.   

צו את אהרן ואת “ 6:2 - רש"י 

בניו לאמר זאת תורת העלה הוא 

העלה על מוקדה על המזבח כל 

הבקר ואש המזבח תוקד הלילה עד 

 whenever the Torah uses – ”בו

a Loshon of “צו” it is an 

expression of Ziruz, urging.  It 

is relevant immediately, and 

for future generations.  Rebbe 

Shimon said that it is all the 

more necessary for the Torah 

to urge the fulfillment of a 

command involving a Chisaron 

Kis, monetary loss. 

צו את אהרן “ 6:2 - קול רם 

ואת בניו לאמר זאת תורת העלה הוא 

העלה על מוקדה על המזבח כל 

הלילה עד הבקר ואש המזבח תוקד 

 Rashi says that the – ”בו

reason that the Torah uses a 

Loshon of “צו” here is because it 

is a Loshon of Ziruz, urging, 

and is necessary by matters of 

Chisaron Kis. The reason that 

extra urging is needed by 

Mitzvos of Chisaron Kis is 

because there is a concern that 

one will not perform the 

Mitzvah properly, when he 

knows that he is “losing from 

it” – such as by a Korbon Olah, 

where the entire Korbon is 

burned for Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, and nothing is given to the 

Kohanim.   If we say that there 

is a Chisaron Kis by the 

bringing of a Korbon Olah, 

then we should also say that 

there is a Chisaron Kis in 

regards to the Mitzvah of Bris 

Milah, which causes pain, and 

is therefore more severe than 

the loss of money.  If we say 

that we are concerned about 

the performance of Mitzvos 

when there is a loss of money, 

then why doesn’t the Torah 

say, “צו” by the Parshah of Bris 

Milah, where there should 

certainly be a concern that it 

will not be performed correctly 

due to the pain?  In addition to 

the pain of the Bris Milah, the 

Seudah after the Bris Milah 

can also be costly, which 

should also be deemed a 

Chisaron Kis.  There is also the 

Mitzvah of Limud Hatorah, 

which one is Mevatel from his 

time to work and earn money, 

which should also be classified 

as a Mitzvah that has 

Chisaron Kis, and thus the 

Torah should use the Loshon of 

  .by that Mitzvah as well ”צו“

The reason that there isn’t a 

need for a Loshon of צו by the 

Mitzvah of Milah is because 

this Mitzvah is a main part of 

Yiddishkeit.  People perform 

this Mitzvah with great joy, for 

Yiddishkeit is dependent upon 

it. Shabbos 130a – Rebbe 

Shimon Ben Gamliel said that 

all Mitzvos that Klal Yisroel 

accepted upon themselves with 

great Simcha, such as Milah, 

as it says in the Posuk, “ שש

 I“ - ”אנכי על אמרתך כמוצא שלל רב"

rejoice over Your promise as 

one who obtains great spoils” 

(Chazal tell us that this refers 

to the Mitzvah of Milah) – 

those Mitzvos are still done 

with great joy.  Thus, for these 

Mitzvos which one performs 

with great joy, one is not 

concerned with his Chisaron 

Kis, and the Tza’ar that comes 

along with these Mitzvos.  

When one performs a Bris 

Milah, there is great joy, for 

through the Bris Milah one 

enters into the Bris with 

Hashem and is then called an 

Eved Hashem.  This is 

something which one is very 

proud of, for at all times, due to 

the Milah, one is called an 

Eved Hashem.  Menochos 43b 

– Dovid Hamelech was 

despondent when he was in the 

bathhouse and thought he had 

no Mitzvos with him: no 

Tefillin, no Tzitzis, etc.… until 

he realized that he always has 

the Bris Milah, and it is the 

Mitzvah that is always with 

him, and the Mitzvah which at 

all times gives him the Zechus 

of being called an Eved 

Hashem.  Chazal tell us in 

Kiddushin 40a that “ מחשבה

טובה מצטרפה למעשה רק בישראל 
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 A good thought is“ – ”ולא העכו"ם

connected to an action only in 

regards to Klal Yisroel, but not 

by Goyim.”  The reason for this 

is because Klal Yisroel are 

considered an Eved Hashem, 

and they are always prepared 

to do the Rotzon Hashem and 

fulfill the Mitzvos of the Torah.  

Thus, as soon one has a good 

thought, it is assumed that it 

will surely be done, and thus 

connects to an action, while in 

regards to the other nations of 

the world, they at times do 

good, and thus a thought alone 

has no ramifications.  

The same is true with 

Limud Hatorah, that has a 

potential great monetary loss, 

yet does not need a special 

urging to do so, for the Torah 

brings joy to the heart.  This is 

as Dovid Hamelech says in 

Tehillim 19:9-11 “ פקודי ד' ישרים

משמחי לב...הנחמדים מזהב ומפז רב 

ונפת צופים ומתוקים מדבש ” – “The 

precepts of Hashem are just, 

rejoicing the heart…more 

desirable than gold, than much 

fine gold; sweeter than honey, 

than drippings of the comb.”  

One is not concerned about 

potential Chisaron Kis of 

Limud Hatorah, for he 

recognizes that the Torah is 

more precious than the most 

precious metals…  While 

unfortunately today we see 

those who do see Limud 

Hatorah as a Chisaron Kis, 

that is because today there is 

so much Gashmiyos which 

people pursue, which stuffs up 

their heart from seeing the 

true beauty of the Torah.  One 

must work to get rid of that 

blockage of the heart and then 

he will see the beauty and 

great value of Limud Hatorah.   

  Now we can 

understand why the Torah 

repeats the words, “ א העולהוה .”  

There is a concept that we find 

where the Sitra Achara needs 

to get something, and then he 

leaves us alone to serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu properly.  

On Yom Hakippurim, there is 

a Seir that goes to Azazel – this 

is for the Sitra Achara.  By 

doing this, the Sitra Achara 

leaves us alone on the holy day 

of Yom Hakippurim.  The same 

applies to Korbonos, as the 

Torah tells us that we must 

ensure that our Korbonos 

reach their desired 

destination.   

When Klal Yisroel 

brought the Korbon Olah on 

the Mizbe’ach, there were no 

issues with the Sitra Achara, 

for on that same Mizbe’ach 

other Korbonos were also 

brought from which there was 

a part for the Sitra Achara.  

However, when they brought 

Korbonos on a Bamah, they 

needed to be careful to bring 

other Korbonos along with the 

Korbon Olah.  While Chazal 

tell us that there must be 

something in it for the Sitra 

Achara to leave us alone, when 

we perceive that there is 

something in it for ourselves, 

then we will perform those 

Mitzvos with more gusto, and 

will be careful with them.  By 

the Korbon Olah, the Torah 

uses a Loshon of “צו”, which 

Rashi tells us is to urge us to 

do this Mitzvah, for being that 

it all gets burnt, we may not be 

as diligent to perform this 

Mitzvah. Unfortunately, we 

are not Zoche now to have a 

Bais Hamikdash to bring any 

Korbonos.   

There is a great lesson 

that the Torah is teaching us 

here.  For any Mitzvos which 

one may not feel that he is 

getting something from them, 

he nonetheless must be happy 

and excited to perform the 

Mitzvos of Hashem and 

recognize that it is a great 

honor and privilege to be the 

chosen nation.  We must 

perform all the Mitzvos of the 

Torah with great joy, and when 

we do so, we will be Zoche to, 

“ א העולהוה ” – to our Mitzvos 

rising to great heights in 

Shomayim, the place we want 

it to reach.  May we be Zoche to 

see the rebuilding of the Bais 

Hamikdash, so that we can 

bring actual Korbonos,  במהרה

 !בימינו אמן
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the Sulitzer Rebbe’s new Shul building in Far 
Rockaway was in dire need of funds.

That Friday afternoon.

After an intense unsuccessful search for 
the original owner, the Rebbe determined 

that the money was truly hefker.

when the siddur fell, thirteen one hundred 
dollar bills spilled from between the pages.

Here is your 
thousand dollars 

payment….
Rabbi, Thank you! 
You are true to 

your word!Hashem, I 
sincerely thank 

You for Your kind 
present!

Rabbi I’ve 
waited long enough!! 

… If you do not come up 
with another thousand 
dollars in a few days, 
I will have to stop all 
work on your building!!

Hashem, please 
help Your 
servant!

Which area 
would it 

be...
There it 

is…

Ah!

Oy vay!...

John, please relax, 
I told you we will 
pay you another 

thousand within a 
week.

Wow! I must find 
the owner of this 
siddur right after 

Shabbos!

A Gutten erev 
Shabbos! I’m 

wondering if the 
Rebbe has a Nusach 

Ari Siddur…

I remember I have an 
old copy in the attic, 

but it hasn’t been used 
in many years…

Just give me a 
few moments….

5685-5773 1925-2013 zun, wh

ָקא   מֶעלְׁ מּוֵאל שְׁ ַזַצ״לר׳ שְׁ  (Sulitzer Rebbe) was born in Sulitza, Romania, to  ָרֵאל ַיֲעֹקבר׳ שּורּון ִישְׁ יְׁ מֹו״ר)   and ַאדְׁ
ָכה of Sulitza-Sasregen) and Rebbetzin אב״ד ָחָמה ַמלְׁ ָטא נְׁ ָרה Rubin. He married ַאלְׁ ר׳  the daughter of ,ִשפְׁ
 ַעל ִקּדּוש ד׳ Rosenbaum (Stroznitzer Rebbe). During WWII he lost both his parents and in-laws ִיָששָכר דֹוב
by the hands of the Nazis ימ״ש. After the war, the ֶרִבי emigrated to the U.S. He had a special 
relationship with ר׳ יֹוֵאל Teitelbaum ַזַצ״ל (Satmar) and it was because of his bidding that R' Rubin moved 
to Far Rockaway. Although he only spoke ִײִדיש with his family, he warmly welcomed outsiders in a 
perfect English, whatever their level of observance. He lived with ֻדָשה  .and never ate beef [in America] קְׁ
He only ate from chicken that a family member supervised the ִחיָטה רֹות and salting. As with all his שְׁ  ,ֻחמְׁ
he never imposed this ָרה  on others. He had an unusual kind heart and his home was the ‘stanzia’ of ֻחמְׁ
all ֻשָלִחים ִחים and a paradigm of מְׁ ָנַסת אֹורְׁ  In his warm and humble manner, he and his wife quietly .ַהכְׁ

uplifted the level of ֲחִסידּות ,ּתֹוָרה and ֹות ִמיַרת ַהִמצְׁ  .in the entire community שְׁ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

)ַוִיְקָרא ו:ג(… ְוָלַבׁש ַהכֵֹּהן ִמּדֹו ַבד     
 The כֵֹּהן shall don his fitted tunic. 
 is ִמּדֹו which states that the word ּתֹוַרת כֲֹּהִנים cites ַרִׁש״י 
related to ִמָּדה, measure. This teaches us the ֲהָלָכה that the clothing of 
the כֵֹּהן must be fitted to his size. Why does the ּתֹוָרה specifically state 
this ֲהָלָכה in the chapter that deals with ְּתרּוַמת ַהֶדֶׁשן, removing the 
burnt ashes? Why is this ֲהָלָכה not addressed earlier, in ַפְרַׁשת ְּתַצֶוה, the 
chapter that teaches us all the other ֲהָלכֹות concerning the ִבְגֵדי ְכהּוָנה?  
 R' Moshe Wolfson ְׁשִליָט״א offers a thoughtful insight in 
response to this question. The ְּתרּוַמת ַהֶדֶׁשן, removal of the ashes, was 
not an essential service. The ashes were, in effect, the ְפסֹוֶלת, the 
disqualified, unfit part of the ָקְרָבן that remained after everything had  
been  burned.  This  act  could  be  performed  at  night,  as  would 
happen on יֹום ִכפּור. It therefore seems obvious that the removal of the 
ashes was only a minor service. 
 There were many diverse tasks in the ֵבית ַהִמְקָּדׁש, each with 
its unique degree of holiness. It is human nature to put an emphasis on 
those areas of service that are particularly revered. It seems quite 
logical that a כֵֹּהן would be stringent in his noble attire when he was 

involved with the holy ֲעבֹוָדה. The כֵֹּהן whose lot it was to remove the 
ashes, however, might not display the proper respect and might be 
more lax in the ֲהָלָכה of wearing perfectly fitting garments. 
Consequently, the ּתֹוָרה admonishes the כֲֹּהִנים not to differentiate 
between services. Regardless of what might seem secondary to them, 
everything is of equal stature in the eyes of ה׳. Thus, everything should 
be accorded the same honor. 
 This  is  an  important  lesson.  Most  people  recognize  the 
respect to be accorded a ָמקֹום ָקדֹוׁש, such as a shul. They therefore 
come to shul on ַׁשָבת in attire which befits a holy Place. During the rest 
of the week, however, when the time for ִמְנָין just happens to coincide 
with Sunday afternoon chores, we may see people entering the shul 
attired  differently.  This  lack  of  respect  is  compounded  during  the 
summer months when due to the hot weather many people are more 
relaxed about wearing hats and jackets. 
 The כֲֹּהִנים were cautioned to always remember their nobility 
and purpose. Similarly, as members of ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל, we are charged to 
become a nation of ֲהִנים  Thus, we must be aware of the need to .כֹּ
demonstrate our nobility in our manner of speech, action, and dress. 

Adapted from Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A. L. Scheinbaum) 

TorahThoughts

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

ים זֹוֶנְנֶפלד ַזַצ״ל  in ֶזְלָדה and ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ְשֹלֹמה born to ,ר׳ יֹוֵסף ַחיִּ
Verbó, Hungary, was orphaned of his father at age 5. Sent 
to יָבה ְצָוה before ְישִּ יד ֻמְבָהק he became a ,ַבר מִּ  of the ַתְלמִּ

 ,Schaag ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם After marriage, he learned under .(Pressburg) ְכַתב סֹוֵפר
and accompanied his י ְשָרֵאל to ֶרבִּ י in 1873. Upon his ֶאֶרץ יִּ יָרה s’ֶרבִּ  he ,ְפטִּ
served as ין ַזַצ״ל יְסקִּ  ר׳ ְשמּוֵאל s assistant. A few days before’ר׳ ְיהֹוֻשַע לֵײב דִּ
Salant’s יָרה ים he chose ,ְפטִּ  to be his successor, but it took 10 years ר׳ ַחיִּ
before this was accepted. With his ם ְרַאת ָשַמיִּ ְקחּות and יִּ  ְירּוָשַליִּם he led פִּ
through its tumultuous years. He fearlessly battled the anti-religious and 
Zionist parties and was respected by all. His ים ים include ְסָפרִּ  שו״ת ַשְלַמת ַחיִּ
and ים ּדּושִּ  .ֻשְלָחן ָערּוְך and ְגָמָרא ,תֹוָרה on חִּ

 י״ט אדר
5609 — 5692 
1848 — 1932 

ים זֹוֶנְנֶפלד ַזַצ״ל  ּתֹוָרה lived with the ר׳ יֹוֵסף ַחיִּ
in a  very real way. During the  יָאה ְקרִּ
בּור  when ,ָפָרַשת ָזכֹור of ַהְפָטָרה of the ְבצִּ
the ַבַעל קֹוֵרא would read:  י ָמַאְסָּתה ֶאת כִּ
ְהיֹות ֶמֶלְך ְמָאְסָך ד׳ מִּ  because“ — ְדַבר ד׳ ַויִּ
you rejected the words of ד׳, He 
rejected you from being King!” ( ְשמּוֵאל
ר׳  tears would flow from ,(א׳ ט״ו:כ״ו
ים  s eyes, as if he were witnessing the’ַחיִּ
tragedy of the lost opportunity of ְשָרֵאל  ְכַלל יִּ
and ָשאּול’s eternal loss of the monarchy.    

.of their new grandson ברית to the Eckstein and Talansky families upon the מזל טוב
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Rav Simcha Bunim Alter, the Lev Simcha, was 
especially sensitive towards children.

One Purim, a boy entered Rav Simcha’s house...

When Rav Simcha’s wife was sick he 
sent a child to buy a bottle of milk...

R’ Simcha Bunim looked at the label 
on the Mishloach Manos...

ז’ תמוז  1992 - 1898  5752 - 5658

R’ Simcha Bunim Alter, the לב שמחה, son of (אמרי אמת) ר׳ ַאברהם מרדכי and חיה רָאדע יהּודית, 
was born in Gora Kalwaria, Poland, and was the sixth Gerrer Rebbe. In 1934 he went to 
 ,but returned to Poland in 1938 to persuade his father to join him. In 1940 ארץ ישראל
using R’ Simcha’s family’s Palestinian citizenship, the אמרי אמת escaped with visas to 
and (לב שמחה) ר׳ שמחה ּבּונים ,(בית ישראל) ר׳ ישראל ,along with his sons ארץ ישראל
 ,s wife and children. In 1977, after his older brother’ר׳ ישראל ,(פני מנחם) ר׳ פינחס מנחם
 he became Rebbe. He instituted many innovative ideas to ,נפטר was ,(בית ישראל) ר׳ ישראל
assist the poor. In 1980 at the Knessia Gedola in Eretz Yisroel he instituted learning 
Yerushalmi Yomi. This portion of Torah which was nearly forgotten is now learned by 

thousands of people every day.

Oy! the bochur’el 
(boy) must have 
brought me the 

wrong one...

A zayer gutte 
kind!  [Such a good 
boy!] Thank you! A 

Freilichin Purim!

If I give you 
5 shekel could 

you be my Shaliach 
and bring this to 

him?

Of course!

A freilichin 
Purim! Thank 

you!

How 
should I 

return this to the 
bochur’el without 

making him feel 
bad?

I have a big favor 
to ask of you. Do you 
know the family of Rav 

Simcha Bunim Weiss? I want 
to send shalach manos 

to him, and this one is so 
beautiful, I’m going to 

give it to him.

Chananya, bring the 
child in. I want to see 

what he wants.

Here is the 
change from the 

50 shekel...

Thank 
you so much. 

You are such a 
tzaddik!

If I count 
the change 

now, it would 
show I doubt 
his honesty.
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ֺּאַכל ָהֵאש ֶאת ָהעָֺּלה ַעל ַהִמְזֵבַח )ַוִיְקָרא ו:ג(…  ְוֵהִרים ֶאת ַהֶדֶשן ֲאֶשר ת  
… He shall separate the ash of what the fire consumed of the עָֺּלה on 
the  ִַמְזֵבח. 
 The first daily ֲעבֹוָדה was ְתרּוַמת ַהֶדֶשן, separating the ash. 
The כֵֺּהן scooped up a shovelful of the innermost ashes on the  ִַמְזֵבח.  
 R' Meir Shapiro ַזַצ״ל of Lublin sees this as an important 
symbolism: When coals are covered by ash, they cool down and 
eventually extinguish. By removing the ash, the coals can remain hot 
and possibly re-ignite. 
 which can ,(ְתִהִלים לז:י) ְועֹוד ְמַעט ְוֵאין ָרָשע :declares ָדִוד ַהֶמֶלְך 
be interpreted to mean, there is ְמַעט, a tiny spark in the ְנָשָמה, Jewish 
soul, ְוֵאין ָרָשע, where no evil can penetrate. No matter how far a Jew 
strays, the possibility always exists for him to return to the path of 
 there is a holy spark that can never be ְנָשָמה In every .תֹוָרה
extinguished. 
 As descendants of ֲהִנים ,ַאֲהרֺּן  continue his legacy of loving כֺּ
every Jew and bringing him closer to תֹוָרה. The כֵֺּהן’s removing some 
of the innermost ash from the coals on the  ִַמְזֵבח was symbolic of how 
it is possible for a Jew to draw others closer to ד׳ by helping remove 
the ash of sin that covers their ְנָשָמה to reveal the indestructible spark 
that is hidden within. 

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Chaim sat on his bed exhausted. The wedding in ְבֵני ְבַרק 
had been long and lively. Now, it was 2:30 a.m. and he had to be up 
at 6:30. Tomorrow would not be an easy day. 
 He was about to recite ַהַמִפיל when suddenly, he realized 
that he had not davened ַמֲעִריב. He had planned to daven at the 
wedding, but from the time he arrived, no ִמְנָיִנים had formed. 
 He  changed  back  into  his  clothing,  donned  his  hat  and 
jacket, and headed towards ְירּוָשַלִים’s Zichron Moshe shtieblach, 
where one can sometimes find a ִמְנָין even at that late hour. But this 
was not one of those nights. There was not a soul in sight when 
Chaim arrived. Ready to give up, he suddenly had an idea. He 

whipped out his cell phone and called a 24-hour taxi service. 
 “I am at the ִזְכרֹון מֶֺּשה ֵבית ְכֶנֶסת, and I need 9 taxis — how 
many can you send me?” he asked the dispatcher. 
 At first,  the dispatcher thought it was a lunatic calling. 
However, after he was finally convinced that Chaim was serious, he 
said that he would send out four taxis posthaste. 
 Chaim dialed a few other numbers; within a few minutes, 9 
taxis  lined  up  in  front  of  the  shtieblach.  The  drivers,  all  of  them 
secular Jews, stepped out of their cabs trying to figure out what this 
was all about. They did not have to wait long. 
 “Please start your meters right now,” Chaim requested. 
“Then come inside the ֵבית ְכֶנֶסת so that we can pray ֲעְרִבית together 
as a ִמְנָין.” 
 No one laughed, mocked or complained. Those who had a 
 in their glove compartment put it on, and Chaim took care of the ִכָפה
others. Quietly and respectfully, the group entered the shul. 
 As Israelis, the drivers had no trouble reading from the 
 with a ְתִפָלה but most of them were unfamiliar with the order of ;ִסדּור
 or how ,ַחָזן when to stand or sit, when to pause and wait for the ,ִמְנָין
to respond to ַקִדיש. Chaim served as ַחָזן and guided them through 
the entire ְתִפָלה. When the davening was over, some of the men had 
tears in their eyes. 
 They left the shul slowly. It seemed that all of them were 
trying to hold on to this moment. Chaim went out first to check the 
running taxi meters. They registered about 80 ֶשֶקל each ($20). Chaim 
opened his wallet and tried to pay the first of the drivers. 
 “Adoni — lo! No! I will not take anything for this! I should be 
paying you. It was a ְזכּות for me to join you tonight. Thank you so 
much.” And he headed towards his car. 
 The other eight drivers all reacted in a similar fashion. Not 
one of them accepted any money. 
 Yes, there is a holy spark in every Jewish soul that can never 
be extinguished. 

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Understanding Davening
The utterance regarding the Red Cow ִאְמָרּה…  Part I of II

The teachings that clarify the laws of the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  are well (red cow) פָּ
explained, and its כֹות  are similar, yet different*, from the laws of ֲהלָּ
ה ה ֲערּופָּ כֹות Its .ֶעְגלָּ  require 7 times sevenfold care, 7 sprinklings and ֲהלָּ
7 dippings of the ֵהן ֵהן s finger in its blood, 7 washings of the’כֹּ  s’כֹּ
clothing, 7 cows brought throughout Jewish history and 7 pure ֲהִנים  כֹּ
participated and became impure in the service. The unblemished 
elders of the ַסְנֶהְדִרין checked the cow thoroughly to be sure it had no 
blemish. It must be as perfect in its redness as it is free of blemish. 
The כֵֹּהן גָּדֹול used his personal wealth to construct a ramp on which to 
lead the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  .that is able to atone for the sins of a fine nation פָּ
(*see Part II) 

 Some have the ִמְנָהג to refrain from eating ַמָצה from  רֹאׁש
 while others are even more stringent, and do not ,ֹחֶדׁש ִניָסן
eat ַמָצה beginning thirty days before ֶפַסח (i.e., from פּוִרים). 

 There is a special ִמְנָהג in ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל to collect and 
distribute ָמעֹות ִחִטים — funds to help the less fortunate 
buy food for ֶפַסח.  

1. Which three categories of ֲהִנים  are disqualified from eating כֹּ
 ?ָקָדִשים

2. When was the only time that the שֹוק ַהָיִמין, the right leg, of a 
חַ  was burned on the ָקְרָבן ְשָלִמים  ?ִמְזבֵּ

1. A ֵּן  ,he immersed that day and must wait until nightfall — ְטבּול יֹום who is a) a כֹּה
b) ְמֻחָסר ִכּפּוִרים — he must bring an atonement offering c) an אֹונֵּן — mourner 
on the day of the death of a relative, prior to burial (7:7 — ד״ה ּתֹוָרה ַאַחת ָלֶהם). 

2. The only time we find that the שֹוק ַהָיִמין was burned on the  ֵַּח ֵּיל  was by the ִמְזב א
 .(8:28— ד״ה ַעל ָהֹעָלה) ַהִמֻלִאים

1. Which three categories of ֲהִנים  are disqualified from eating כֹּ
 ?ָקָדִשים

2. When was the only time that the שֹוק ַהָיִמין, the right leg, of a 
חַ  was burned on the ָקְרָבן ְשָלִמים  ?ִמְזבֵּ

1. A ֵּן  ,he immersed that day and must wait until nightfall — ְטבּול יֹום who is a) a כֹּה
b) ְמֻחָסר ִכּפּוִרים — he must bring an atonement offering c) an אֹונֵּן — mourner 
on the day of the death of a relative, prior to burial (7:7 — ד״ה ּתֹוָרה ַאַחת ָלֶהם). 

2. The only time we find that the שֹוק ַהָיִמין was burned on the  ֵַּח ֵּיל  was by the ִמְזב א
 .(8:28— ד״ה ַעל ָהֹעָלה) ַהִמֻלִאים

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 In 5669 (1909), R' Yosef 
Chaim Sonnefeld זצ״ל paid a visit 
to Petach Tikvah to inspect its 
Talmud Torah. He was invited to 
eat lunch together with several 
other  people  at  the  home  of 
Rabbi Dr. Moshe Auerbach, one 
of its young teachers. As the 
guests were seated at the table, 
Mrs. Auerbach suddenly entered 
the room to ask a ֵאָלה  She had .שְׁ
forgotten to remove the heart 
before salting the chicken which 
she was planning to serve for 
lunch and had not realized it until 
after the chicken was cooked. R' 
Yosef Chaim looked pensive for a 
moment and then ruled that the 
chicken  was  permissible.  He 
immediately     turned     and 
apologized to Mrs. Auerbach for 
not being able to eat the chicken, 
based on a personal custom. 
 After lunch, R' Yosef 
Chaim went over to the hostess 
and thanked her for the meal. He 
then added an exceptional praise. 
He told the young newlywed 
hostess in front of the prestigious 
delegation  that  she  was  truly  a 
G-d-fearing woman and that he 
would personally rely on her 
רּות שְׁ  .without any reservation כַּ

Such  a  person  who  was  not 
embarrassed to ask a ֵאָלה  about שְׁ
the רּות שְׁ  of the food she needed כַּ
to    serve    to    a    group    of 
distinguished people was to be 
relied upon by even the most 
careful of people. 
 Can you imagine the 
thoughts that must have gone 
through the mind of R' Moshe’s 
wife? Can you begin to fathom 
the courage that she needed to 
muster to ask her ֵאָלה  If the ?שְׁ
answer would have been that the 
food in question was forbidden, it 
would have meant that there 
would be no main dish for her 
esteemed guests. R' Yosef Chaim 
was  attuned  to  this  and  he 
appreciated her ֵאָלה  far more שְׁ
than she could have imagined. 
The  praise  that  he  bestowed 
upon her was an honor he gave 
to very few.  
 My ִמיד לְׁ  תֹוָרה a true ,תַּ
Jew should never be embarrassed 
to ask any ֵאָלה  Do not be shy to .שְׁ
voice your concerns when you 
are  in  doubt!  Your  probing 
question gives your ֶרִבי a new 
level of appreciation of a ִמיד לְׁ  תַּ
searching for the truth! 

רֹו ָברּוְך! ִהי ִזכְׁ  יְׁ
ִדידּות יְׁ  ֶרִבי Your  ,בְׁ
Story adapted from: Guardian of Jerusalem (ArtScroll) 

Sage Sayings
While hosting the ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ָמְרְדַכי ַאְלֵתר ַזַצ״ל ,ִאְמֵרי ֶאֶמת, R' 
Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ַזַצ״ל honored him by asking him to sit 
on a comfortable armchair. The ִאְמֵרי ֶאֶמת politely declined. 
Quoting the ָכל ַמה ֶשאֹוֵמר ְלָך ַבַעל ַהַבִית, ֲעֵשה, חּוץ ִמֵצא“ ,ֲחַז״ל — 
Everything your host requests, you should do, except if he asks 
you to leave,” he then added, by way of explanation, “ ָכבֹוד ִאיז
 Honor causes a — גֹוֵרם זַײן ַא מֶענטש צּו ַאווֶעקגֵײן פּון דֶער ווֶעלט
person to leave this world!” Source:  Mishpacha (with kind permission from the publisher) 

 The 5th year of our international 
 contest is starting its second leg ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג
this ת  This part of our contest will focus .ַשבָּ
on learning some of the practical כֹות  of ֲהלָּ
ַסח  .ִהְלכֹות פֶּ
 Starting פּוִרים, begin learning at 
least two כֹות ַסח in ֲהלָּ ן from ִהְלכֹות פֶּ ְלחָּ ִקצּור שֻׁ
רּוְך ַסח every day until עָּ ב פֶּ רֶּ  The .(days 29) עֶּ
two practical ִנים רּוְךin ִסימָּ ן עָּ ְלחָּ  to be ִקצּור שֻׁ
completed twice (totaling 23 ְסִעיִפים x2) 
chosen for the contest are:  ן קי״ח ַנת ) ִסימָּ ַהכָּ

ר  י״א ְסִעיִפי -ַהֵסדֶּ ) and ן קי״ט ַסח ) ִסימָּ ר ֵליל פֶּ ֵסדֶּ
י״ב ְסִעיִפים - ).  

 Those who IY”H finish all the ְסִעיִפים 
before ַסח  can review what they have ,פֶּ
learned in the remaining days of the contest. 
To join, please send a signed fax to 718 506 
9633 – include grade, name, school, city, 
state, contact #, and the ה שָּ רָּ  — of the week פָּ
or send an email with the entry to: 
Thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com. All entries 
received before פּוִרים will be entitled to a 
special copy of The Mirrer ה דָּ  .ַהגָּ
 We will try to announce all the 
names of the boys who send in faxes/emails. 
The contestants for the ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג contest 
so far are: 
Grade 3  –  Yitzi Lipson; Fallsburg Cheder 
School; Fallsburg, NY; Avi Rice; Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY. 
Grade 4 – Mordechai Edelson, Elimelech 
Gavriel Handler, Tzvi Lipson, Aryeh Leib Thav; 
Fallsburg Cheder School; Fallsburg, NY. 
Grade 5  –  Zevi Selengut;  Yeshiva Chaim 
Berlin;  Moshe Shmuel Guttman; Yeshiva 
Torah  Vodaas;  Brooklyn,  NY;  Meir  Zev 
Gelernter; Torah Academy of Boston; Boston, 
MA;  Shmaya  Ribiat;  Cheder  Bais  Reuven 
Kamenitz; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 6 – Eli Weichselbaum; Yeshiva Ohr 
Shraga; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Menachem 
Cohen; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Aryeh Maslow; 
Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 7 – Nechemiah Kibel; Yeshiva Orchos 
Chaim; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 8 – Moshe  Heineman;  Yeshiva Orchos 
Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Pinchus Herskowitz;  
Mechina L’Yeshiva; Gateshead, UK. 
 We  are  very pleased  to  inform  
all of our loyal readership that the 5th Annual 
International   Pirchei   ד ַתְרגּום חָּ א ְואֶּ  ְשַנִים ִמְקרָּ
  Contest was an amazing (שובבי"ם ת"ת)
success  with  more  than  460 participants 
from across the nation and around the world.  
 And the winner is …  
The grand prize of a beautiful set of  אֹות ִמְקרָּ
ִשים  ,goes to: Elazar Katz, Grade 7 ְגדֹולֹות חּומָּ
Mirrer Yeshiva K’tana of Brooklyn, NY. 

5th Annual International 
Pirchei חג בחג Contest
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
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 The first daily ֲעבֹוָדה was ְתרּוַמת ַהֶדֶשן, separating the ash. 
The כֵֺּהן scooped up a shovelful of the innermost ashes on the  ִַמְזֵבח.  
 R' Meir Shapiro ַזַצ״ל of Lublin sees this as an important 
symbolism: When coals are covered by ash, they cool down and 
eventually extinguish. By removing the ash, the coals can remain hot 
and possibly re-ignite. 
 which can ,(ְתִהִלים לז:י) ְועֹוד ְמַעט ְוֵאין ָרָשע :declares ָדִוד ַהֶמֶלְך 
be interpreted to mean, there is ְמַעט, a tiny spark in the ְנָשָמה, Jewish 
soul, ְוֵאין ָרָשע, where no evil can penetrate. No matter how far a Jew 
strays, the possibility always exists for him to return to the path of 
 there is a holy spark that can never be ְנָשָמה In every .תֹוָרה
extinguished. 
 As descendants of ֲהִנים ,ַאֲהרֺּן  continue his legacy of loving כֺּ
every Jew and bringing him closer to תֹוָרה. The כֵֺּהן’s removing some 
of the innermost ash from the coals on the  ִַמְזֵבח was symbolic of how 
it is possible for a Jew to draw others closer to ד׳ by helping remove 
the ash of sin that covers their ְנָשָמה to reveal the indestructible spark 
that is hidden within. 

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Chaim sat on his bed exhausted. The wedding in ְבֵני ְבַרק 
had been long and lively. Now, it was 2:30 a.m. and he had to be up 
at 6:30. Tomorrow would not be an easy day. 
 He was about to recite ַהַמִפיל when suddenly, he realized 
that he had not davened ַמֲעִריב. He had planned to daven at the 
wedding, but from the time he arrived, no ִמְנָיִנים had formed. 
 He  changed  back  into  his  clothing,  donned  his  hat  and 
jacket, and headed towards ְירּוָשַלִים’s Zichron Moshe shtieblach, 
where one can sometimes find a ִמְנָין even at that late hour. But this 
was not one of those nights. There was not a soul in sight when 
Chaim arrived. Ready to give up, he suddenly had an idea. He 

whipped out his cell phone and called a 24-hour taxi service. 
 “I am at the ִזְכרֹון מֶֺּשה ֵבית ְכֶנֶסת, and I need 9 taxis — how 
many can you send me?” he asked the dispatcher. 
 At first,  the dispatcher thought it was a lunatic calling. 
However, after he was finally convinced that Chaim was serious, he 
said that he would send out four taxis posthaste. 
 Chaim dialed a few other numbers; within a few minutes, 9 
taxis  lined  up  in  front  of  the  shtieblach.  The  drivers,  all  of  them 
secular Jews, stepped out of their cabs trying to figure out what this 
was all about. They did not have to wait long. 
 “Please start your meters right now,” Chaim requested. 
“Then come inside the ֵבית ְכֶנֶסת so that we can pray ֲעְרִבית together 
as a ִמְנָין.” 
 No one laughed, mocked or complained. Those who had a 
 in their glove compartment put it on, and Chaim took care of the ִכָפה
others. Quietly and respectfully, the group entered the shul. 
 As Israelis, the drivers had no trouble reading from the 
 with a ְתִפָלה but most of them were unfamiliar with the order of ;ִסדּור
 or how ,ַחָזן when to stand or sit, when to pause and wait for the ,ִמְנָין
to respond to ַקִדיש. Chaim served as ַחָזן and guided them through 
the entire ְתִפָלה. When the davening was over, some of the men had 
tears in their eyes. 
 They left the shul slowly. It seemed that all of them were 
trying to hold on to this moment. Chaim went out first to check the 
running taxi meters. They registered about 80 ֶשֶקל each ($20). Chaim 
opened his wallet and tried to pay the first of the drivers. 
 “Adoni — lo! No! I will not take anything for this! I should be 
paying you. It was a ְזכּות for me to join you tonight. Thank you so 
much.” And he headed towards his car. 
 The other eight drivers all reacted in a similar fashion. Not 
one of them accepted any money. 
 Yes, there is a holy spark in every Jewish soul that can never 
be extinguished. 

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Understanding Davening
The utterance regarding the Red Cow ִאְמָרּה…  Part I of II

The teachings that clarify the laws of the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  are well (red cow) פָּ
explained, and its כֹות  are similar, yet different*, from the laws of ֲהלָּ
ה ה ֲערּופָּ כֹות Its .ֶעְגלָּ  require 7 times sevenfold care, 7 sprinklings and ֲהלָּ
7 dippings of the ֵהן ֵהן s finger in its blood, 7 washings of the’כֹּ  s’כֹּ
clothing, 7 cows brought throughout Jewish history and 7 pure ֲהִנים  כֹּ
participated and became impure in the service. The unblemished 
elders of the ַסְנֶהְדִרין checked the cow thoroughly to be sure it had no 
blemish. It must be as perfect in its redness as it is free of blemish. 
The כֵֹּהן גָּדֹול used his personal wealth to construct a ramp on which to 
lead the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  .that is able to atone for the sins of a fine nation פָּ
(*see Part II) 

 Some have the ִמְנָהג to refrain from eating ַמָצה from  רֹאׁש
 while others are even more stringent, and do not ,ֹחֶדׁש ִניָסן
eat ַמָצה beginning thirty days before ֶפַסח (i.e., from פּוִרים). 

 There is a special ִמְנָהג in ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל to collect and 
distribute ָמעֹות ִחִטים — funds to help the less fortunate 
buy food for ֶפַסח.  

1. Which three categories of ֲהִנים  are disqualified from eating כֹּ
 ?ָקָדִשים

2. When was the only time that the שֹוק ַהָיִמין, the right leg, of a 
חַ  was burned on the ָקְרָבן ְשָלִמים  ?ִמְזבֵּ

1. A ֵּן  ,he immersed that day and must wait until nightfall — ְטבּול יֹום who is a) a כֹּה
b) ְמֻחָסר ִכּפּוִרים — he must bring an atonement offering c) an אֹונֵּן — mourner 
on the day of the death of a relative, prior to burial (7:7 — ד״ה ּתֹוָרה ַאַחת ָלֶהם). 

2. The only time we find that the שֹוק ַהָיִמין was burned on the  ֵַּח ֵּיל  was by the ִמְזב א
 .(8:28— ד״ה ַעל ָהֹעָלה) ַהִמֻלִאים
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FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 In 5669 (1909), R' Yosef 
Chaim Sonnefeld זצ״ל paid a visit 
to Petach Tikvah to inspect its 
Talmud Torah. He was invited to 
eat lunch together with several 
other  people  at  the  home  of 
Rabbi Dr. Moshe Auerbach, one 
of its young teachers. As the 
guests were seated at the table, 
Mrs. Auerbach suddenly entered 
the room to ask a ֵאָלה  She had .שְׁ
forgotten to remove the heart 
before salting the chicken which 
she was planning to serve for 
lunch and had not realized it until 
after the chicken was cooked. R' 
Yosef Chaim looked pensive for a 
moment and then ruled that the 
chicken  was  permissible.  He 
immediately     turned     and 
apologized to Mrs. Auerbach for 
not being able to eat the chicken, 
based on a personal custom. 
 After lunch, R' Yosef 
Chaim went over to the hostess 
and thanked her for the meal. He 
then added an exceptional praise. 
He told the young newlywed 
hostess in front of the prestigious 
delegation  that  she  was  truly  a 
G-d-fearing woman and that he 
would personally rely on her 
רּות שְׁ  .without any reservation כַּ

Such  a  person  who  was  not 
embarrassed to ask a ֵאָלה  about שְׁ
the רּות שְׁ  of the food she needed כַּ
to    serve    to    a    group    of 
distinguished people was to be 
relied upon by even the most 
careful of people. 
 Can you imagine the 
thoughts that must have gone 
through the mind of R' Moshe’s 
wife? Can you begin to fathom 
the courage that she needed to 
muster to ask her ֵאָלה  If the ?שְׁ
answer would have been that the 
food in question was forbidden, it 
would have meant that there 
would be no main dish for her 
esteemed guests. R' Yosef Chaim 
was  attuned  to  this  and  he 
appreciated her ֵאָלה  far more שְׁ
than she could have imagined. 
The  praise  that  he  bestowed 
upon her was an honor he gave 
to very few.  
 My ִמיד לְׁ  תֹוָרה a true ,תַּ
Jew should never be embarrassed 
to ask any ֵאָלה  Do not be shy to .שְׁ
voice your concerns when you 
are  in  doubt!  Your  probing 
question gives your ֶרִבי a new 
level of appreciation of a ִמיד לְׁ  תַּ
searching for the truth! 

רֹו ָברּוְך! ִהי ִזכְׁ  יְׁ
ִדידּות יְׁ  ֶרִבי Your  ,בְׁ
Story adapted from: Guardian of Jerusalem (ArtScroll) 

Sage Sayings
While hosting the ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ָמְרְדַכי ַאְלֵתר ַזַצ״ל ,ִאְמֵרי ֶאֶמת, R' 
Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ַזַצ״ל honored him by asking him to sit 
on a comfortable armchair. The ִאְמֵרי ֶאֶמת politely declined. 
Quoting the ָכל ַמה ֶשאֹוֵמר ְלָך ַבַעל ַהַבִית, ֲעֵשה, חּוץ ִמֵצא“ ,ֲחַז״ל — 
Everything your host requests, you should do, except if he asks 
you to leave,” he then added, by way of explanation, “ ָכבֹוד ִאיז
 Honor causes a — גֹוֵרם זַײן ַא מֶענטש צּו ַאווֶעקגֵײן פּון דֶער ווֶעלט
person to leave this world!” Source:  Mishpacha (with kind permission from the publisher) 

 The 5th year of our international 
 contest is starting its second leg ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג
this ת  This part of our contest will focus .ַשבָּ
on learning some of the practical כֹות  of ֲהלָּ
ַסח  .ִהְלכֹות פֶּ
 Starting פּוִרים, begin learning at 
least two כֹות ַסח in ֲהלָּ ן from ִהְלכֹות פֶּ ְלחָּ ִקצּור שֻׁ
רּוְך ַסח every day until עָּ ב פֶּ רֶּ  The .(days 29) עֶּ
two practical ִנים רּוְךin ִסימָּ ן עָּ ְלחָּ  to be ִקצּור שֻׁ
completed twice (totaling 23 ְסִעיִפים x2) 
chosen for the contest are:  ן קי״ח ַנת ) ִסימָּ ַהכָּ

ר  י״א ְסִעיִפי -ַהֵסדֶּ ) and ן קי״ט ַסח ) ִסימָּ ר ֵליל פֶּ ֵסדֶּ
י״ב ְסִעיִפים - ).  

 Those who IY”H finish all the ְסִעיִפים 
before ַסח  can review what they have ,פֶּ
learned in the remaining days of the contest. 
To join, please send a signed fax to 718 506 
9633 – include grade, name, school, city, 
state, contact #, and the ה שָּ רָּ  — of the week פָּ
or send an email with the entry to: 
Thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com. All entries 
received before פּוִרים will be entitled to a 
special copy of The Mirrer ה דָּ  .ַהגָּ
 We will try to announce all the 
names of the boys who send in faxes/emails. 
The contestants for the ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג contest 
so far are: 
Grade 3  –  Yitzi Lipson; Fallsburg Cheder 
School; Fallsburg, NY; Avi Rice; Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY. 
Grade 4 – Mordechai Edelson, Elimelech 
Gavriel Handler, Tzvi Lipson, Aryeh Leib Thav; 
Fallsburg Cheder School; Fallsburg, NY. 
Grade 5  –  Zevi Selengut;  Yeshiva Chaim 
Berlin;  Moshe Shmuel Guttman; Yeshiva 
Torah  Vodaas;  Brooklyn,  NY;  Meir  Zev 
Gelernter; Torah Academy of Boston; Boston, 
MA;  Shmaya  Ribiat;  Cheder  Bais  Reuven 
Kamenitz; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 6 – Eli Weichselbaum; Yeshiva Ohr 
Shraga; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Menachem 
Cohen; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Aryeh Maslow; 
Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 7 – Nechemiah Kibel; Yeshiva Orchos 
Chaim; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 8 – Moshe  Heineman;  Yeshiva Orchos 
Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Pinchus Herskowitz;  
Mechina L’Yeshiva; Gateshead, UK. 
 We  are  very pleased  to  inform  
all of our loyal readership that the 5th Annual 
International   Pirchei   ד ַתְרגּום חָּ א ְואֶּ  ְשַנִים ִמְקרָּ
  Contest was an amazing (שובבי"ם ת"ת)
success  with  more  than  460 participants 
from across the nation and around the world.  
 And the winner is …  
The grand prize of a beautiful set of  אֹות ִמְקרָּ
ִשים  ,goes to: Elazar Katz, Grade 7 ְגדֹולֹות חּומָּ
Mirrer Yeshiva K’tana of Brooklyn, NY. 

5th Annual International 
Pirchei חג בחג Contest
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the Sulitzer Rebbe’s new Shul building in Far 
Rockaway was in dire need of funds.

That Friday afternoon.

After an intense unsuccessful search for 
the original owner, the Rebbe determined 

that the money was truly hefker.

when the siddur fell, thirteen one hundred 
dollar bills spilled from between the pages.

Here is your 
thousand dollars 

payment….
Rabbi, Thank you! 
You are true to 

your word!Hashem, I 
sincerely thank 

You for Your kind 
present!

Rabbi I’ve 
waited long enough!! 

… If you do not come up 
with another thousand 
dollars in a few days, 
I will have to stop all 
work on your building!!

Hashem, please 
help Your 
servant!

Which area 
would it 

be...
There it 

is…

Ah!

Oy vay!...

John, please relax, 
I told you we will 
pay you another 

thousand within a 
week.

Wow! I must find 
the owner of this 
siddur right after 

Shabbos!

A Gutten erev 
Shabbos! I’m 

wondering if the 
Rebbe has a Nusach 

Ari Siddur…

I remember I have an 
old copy in the attic, 

but it hasn’t been used 
in many years…

Just give me a 
few moments….

5685-5773 1925-2013 zun, wh

ָקא   מֶעלְׁ מּוֵאל שְׁ ַזַצ״לר׳ שְׁ  (Sulitzer Rebbe) was born in Sulitza, Romania, to  ָרֵאל ַיֲעֹקבר׳ שּורּון ִישְׁ יְׁ מֹו״ר)   and ַאדְׁ
ָכה of Sulitza-Sasregen) and Rebbetzin אב״ד ָחָמה ַמלְׁ ָטא נְׁ ָרה Rubin. He married ַאלְׁ ר׳  the daughter of ,ִשפְׁ
 ַעל ִקּדּוש ד׳ Rosenbaum (Stroznitzer Rebbe). During WWII he lost both his parents and in-laws ִיָששָכר דֹוב
by the hands of the Nazis ימ״ש. After the war, the ֶרִבי emigrated to the U.S. He had a special 
relationship with ר׳ יֹוֵאל Teitelbaum ַזַצ״ל (Satmar) and it was because of his bidding that R' Rubin moved 
to Far Rockaway. Although he only spoke ִײִדיש with his family, he warmly welcomed outsiders in a 
perfect English, whatever their level of observance. He lived with ֻדָשה  .and never ate beef [in America] קְׁ
He only ate from chicken that a family member supervised the ִחיָטה רֹות and salting. As with all his שְׁ  ,ֻחמְׁ
he never imposed this ָרה  on others. He had an unusual kind heart and his home was the ‘stanzia’ of ֻחמְׁ
all ֻשָלִחים ִחים and a paradigm of מְׁ ָנַסת אֹורְׁ  In his warm and humble manner, he and his wife quietly .ַהכְׁ

uplifted the level of ֲחִסידּות ,ּתֹוָרה and ֹות ִמיַרת ַהִמצְׁ  .in the entire community שְׁ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

)ַוִיְקָרא ו:ג(… ְוָלַבׁש ַהכֵֹּהן ִמּדֹו ַבד     
 The כֵֹּהן shall don his fitted tunic. 
 is ִמּדֹו which states that the word ּתֹוַרת כֲֹּהִנים cites ַרִׁש״י 
related to ִמָּדה, measure. This teaches us the ֲהָלָכה that the clothing of 
the כֵֹּהן must be fitted to his size. Why does the ּתֹוָרה specifically state 
this ֲהָלָכה in the chapter that deals with ְּתרּוַמת ַהֶדֶׁשן, removing the 
burnt ashes? Why is this ֲהָלָכה not addressed earlier, in ַפְרַׁשת ְּתַצֶוה, the 
chapter that teaches us all the other ֲהָלכֹות concerning the ִבְגֵדי ְכהּוָנה?  
 R' Moshe Wolfson ְׁשִליָט״א offers a thoughtful insight in 
response to this question. The ְּתרּוַמת ַהֶדֶׁשן, removal of the ashes, was 
not an essential service. The ashes were, in effect, the ְפסֹוֶלת, the 
disqualified, unfit part of the ָקְרָבן that remained after everything had  
been  burned.  This  act  could  be  performed  at  night,  as  would 
happen on יֹום ִכפּור. It therefore seems obvious that the removal of the 
ashes was only a minor service. 
 There were many diverse tasks in the ֵבית ַהִמְקָּדׁש, each with 
its unique degree of holiness. It is human nature to put an emphasis on 
those areas of service that are particularly revered. It seems quite 
logical that a כֵֹּהן would be stringent in his noble attire when he was 

involved with the holy ֲעבֹוָדה. The כֵֹּהן whose lot it was to remove the 
ashes, however, might not display the proper respect and might be 
more lax in the ֲהָלָכה of wearing perfectly fitting garments. 
Consequently, the ּתֹוָרה admonishes the כֲֹּהִנים not to differentiate 
between services. Regardless of what might seem secondary to them, 
everything is of equal stature in the eyes of ה׳. Thus, everything should 
be accorded the same honor. 
 This  is  an  important  lesson.  Most  people  recognize  the 
respect to be accorded a ָמקֹום ָקדֹוׁש, such as a shul. They therefore 
come to shul on ַׁשָבת in attire which befits a holy Place. During the rest 
of the week, however, when the time for ִמְנָין just happens to coincide 
with Sunday afternoon chores, we may see people entering the shul 
attired  differently.  This  lack  of  respect  is  compounded  during  the 
summer months when due to the hot weather many people are more 
relaxed about wearing hats and jackets. 
 The כֲֹּהִנים were cautioned to always remember their nobility 
and purpose. Similarly, as members of ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל, we are charged to 
become a nation of ֲהִנים  Thus, we must be aware of the need to .כֹּ
demonstrate our nobility in our manner of speech, action, and dress. 

Adapted from Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A. L. Scheinbaum) 

TorahThoughts

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

ים זֹוֶנְנֶפלד ַזַצ״ל  in ֶזְלָדה and ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ְשֹלֹמה born to ,ר׳ יֹוֵסף ַחיִּ
Verbó, Hungary, was orphaned of his father at age 5. Sent 
to יָבה ְצָוה before ְישִּ יד ֻמְבָהק he became a ,ַבר מִּ  of the ַתְלמִּ

 ,Schaag ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם After marriage, he learned under .(Pressburg) ְכַתב סֹוֵפר
and accompanied his י ְשָרֵאל to ֶרבִּ י in 1873. Upon his ֶאֶרץ יִּ יָרה s’ֶרבִּ  he ,ְפטִּ
served as ין ַזַצ״ל יְסקִּ  ר׳ ְשמּוֵאל s assistant. A few days before’ר׳ ְיהֹוֻשַע לֵײב דִּ
Salant’s יָרה ים he chose ,ְפטִּ  to be his successor, but it took 10 years ר׳ ַחיִּ
before this was accepted. With his ם ְרַאת ָשַמיִּ ְקחּות and יִּ  ְירּוָשַליִּם he led פִּ
through its tumultuous years. He fearlessly battled the anti-religious and 
Zionist parties and was respected by all. His ים ים include ְסָפרִּ  שו״ת ַשְלַמת ַחיִּ
and ים ּדּושִּ  .ֻשְלָחן ָערּוְך and ְגָמָרא ,תֹוָרה on חִּ

 י״ט אדר
5609 — 5692 
1848 — 1932 

ים זֹוֶנְנֶפלד ַזַצ״ל  ּתֹוָרה lived with the ר׳ יֹוֵסף ַחיִּ
in a  very real way. During the  יָאה ְקרִּ
בּור  when ,ָפָרַשת ָזכֹור of ַהְפָטָרה of the ְבצִּ
the ַבַעל קֹוֵרא would read:  י ָמַאְסָּתה ֶאת כִּ
ְהיֹות ֶמֶלְך ְמָאְסָך ד׳ מִּ  because“ — ְדַבר ד׳ ַויִּ
you rejected the words of ד׳, He 
rejected you from being King!” ( ְשמּוֵאל
ר׳  tears would flow from ,(א׳ ט״ו:כ״ו
ים  s eyes, as if he were witnessing the’ַחיִּ
tragedy of the lost opportunity of ְשָרֵאל  ְכַלל יִּ
and ָשאּול’s eternal loss of the monarchy.    

.of their new grandson ברית to the Eckstein and Talansky families upon the מזל טוב
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nabfbx tsr nrcho canjv!!! 

Rav Simcha Bunim Alter, the Lev Simcha, was 
especially sensitive towards children.

One Purim, a boy entered Rav Simcha’s house...

When Rav Simcha’s wife was sick he 
sent a child to buy a bottle of milk...

R’ Simcha Bunim looked at the label 
on the Mishloach Manos...

ז’ תמוז  1992 - 1898  5752 - 5658

R’ Simcha Bunim Alter, the לב שמחה, son of (אמרי אמת) ר׳ ַאברהם מרדכי and חיה רָאדע יהּודית, 
was born in Gora Kalwaria, Poland, and was the sixth Gerrer Rebbe. In 1934 he went to 
 ,but returned to Poland in 1938 to persuade his father to join him. In 1940 ארץ ישראל
using R’ Simcha’s family’s Palestinian citizenship, the אמרי אמת escaped with visas to 
and (לב שמחה) ר׳ שמחה ּבּונים ,(בית ישראל) ר׳ ישראל ,along with his sons ארץ ישראל
 ,s wife and children. In 1977, after his older brother’ר׳ ישראל ,(פני מנחם) ר׳ פינחס מנחם
 he became Rebbe. He instituted many innovative ideas to ,נפטר was ,(בית ישראל) ר׳ ישראל
assist the poor. In 1980 at the Knessia Gedola in Eretz Yisroel he instituted learning 
Yerushalmi Yomi. This portion of Torah which was nearly forgotten is now learned by 

thousands of people every day.

Oy! the bochur’el 
(boy) must have 
brought me the 

wrong one...

A zayer gutte 
kind!  [Such a good 
boy!] Thank you! A 

Freilichin Purim!

If I give you 
5 shekel could 

you be my Shaliach 
and bring this to 

him?

Of course!

A freilichin 
Purim! Thank 

you!

How 
should I 

return this to the 
bochur’el without 

making him feel 
bad?

I have a big favor 
to ask of you. Do you 
know the family of Rav 

Simcha Bunim Weiss? I want 
to send shalach manos 

to him, and this one is so 
beautiful, I’m going to 

give it to him.

Chananya, bring the 
child in. I want to see 

what he wants.

Here is the 
change from the 

50 shekel...

Thank 
you so much. 

You are such a 
tzaddik!

If I count 
the change 

now, it would 
show I doubt 
his honesty.



The issues of Parsha Potpourri in 2019 are generously dedicated 
 לז"נ אסתר בת ניסים יצחק ושמחה ז"ל

This week’s issue is also dedicated in memory of my grandmother 
 לז"נ גיטל בת חיים ז"ל
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)1:13אסתר ( ויאמר המלך לחכמים ידעי העתים  
 When Vashti humiliated Achashverosh by refusing to appear at his party as he had ordered, he 
turned to his wise counselors who know the times for advice about the appropriate punishment for her act 
of insolence. The Gemora (Megillah 12b) explains that the advisors he consulted were the Rabbis, who 
are sagacious and know how to intercalate years and fix the months of the Jewish calendar, which is 
astonishing. Didn’t Achashverosh understand that the Rabbis hated Vashti for stopping the rebuilding of 
the Temple (Esther Rabbah 5:2) and forcing the Jewish women to work on Shabbos (Megillah 12b)? How 
could he ask them to judge her? Rav Eliezer Ginsburg explains that even somebody as evil as 
Achashverosh recognized that the Rabbis were able to set their personal biases aside and give Vashti a 
fair and impartial trial. 
 Nevertheless, the Gemora says that the Rabbis were afraid to rule on this case. They realized that 
if they opined that Vashti should be punished, Achashverosh would eventually calm down, regret what he 
did, and blame them for their suggestion. On the other hand, if they advised him to spare her, they would 
be insulting the king by not standing up for his honor. Therefore, they astutely told Achashverosh that 
ever since the Temple was destroyed and they were sent into exile, they were no longer wise enough to 
adjudicate capital crimes. Instead, they recommended that he present the issue to Ammon and Moab for 
their ruling.  
 Why did the Rabbis specifically tell Achashverosh to consult Ammon and Moab instead of 
excusing themselves and leaving it to him to decide how to proceed? The Be’er Yosef explains that 
although they understood that it would be imprudent for them to rule on the case, they still had a vested 
interest in its outcome. Even though they couldn’t be the ones to suggest it, they wanted Vashti killed 
because of all she had done to the Jewish people.  
 Their challenge was that although they wanted Vashti dead, they understood that even if her 
behavior was disrespectful, Achashverosh’s demand that she publicly appear at his party in an immodest 
manner (Ibid.) was so inappropriate that no judge would fault her for responding the way she did. There 
was only one hope to find a judge who wouldn’t be repulsed by Achashverosh’s request and would be 
open to punishing Vashti for disgracing him: a judge from the nations of Ammon and Moab, whose very 
existence was due to the immodest conduct of Lot and his daughters (Bereishis 19:30-38) and who 
refused to accept the Torah when they were told that it contains a prohibition against adultery (Sifri V’zos 
HaBeracha 2).  
 The Rabbis shrewdly understood that Ammon and Moab wouldn’t be fazed by Achashverosh’s 
request and wouldn’t feel any pity about Vashti’s predicament. Only judges from these two nations would 
be willing to punish her harshly, thereby bringing about the desired result while keeping their fingerprints 
off of the verdict. 
 
 

)5:13וכל זה איננו שוה לי בכל עת אשר אני ראה את מרדכי היהודי יושב בשער המלך (  
After Haman was honored as the only guest invited to Esther’s meal with Achashverosh, he left 

the banquet elated and exuberant, until he encountered Mordechai, who refused to acknowledge or bow to 
him. This infuriated Haman, who went home and recounted his tremendous wealth and honor to his 
family and friends, only to conclude that it meant nothing to him as long as Mordechai remained at the 
king’s gate and would not bow to him. As irritating as it was, why did Mordechai’s conduct negate all of 
Haman’s tremendous wealth and render it worthless in his eyes? 
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Quoting the Gemora (Megillah 15a), Rashi explains that many years earlier, Haman was starving 
and in desperate need of sustenance, so he sold himself as a slave to Mordechai in exchange for food. 
Years later, Mordechai now pulled out the signed contract and showed it to Haman to remind him of the 
relationship between them. Therefore, as wealthy as Haman may have been and as much respect as he 
may have commanded, he also recognized that none of it legally belonged to him, for the law is 
(Pesachim 88b) that whatever a slave acquires belongs to his master. 

Accordingly, Haman lived in constant fear that Mordechai may one day enforce his claim to his 
estate, which would leave him penniless and humiliated. For this reason, Haman informed his family and 
friends that despite his tremendous wealth, he could not feel secure about it, since Mordechai could come 
at any moment and take it all away from him. 

The Chasam Sofer uses this Gemora to explain why Mordechai and Esther were legally permitted 
to take Haman’s estate from Achashverosh (Esther 8:1-2) when seemingly, it should have belonged to 
Haman’s descendants who were entitled to inherit his possessions (Kiddushin 18a). Now that we 
understand that Mordechai acquired Haman as his slave, everything that Haman owned belonged to 
Mordechai, who posthumously claimed what was rightfully his.  

Additionally, the Chasam Sofer notes that the Gemora rules that an eved Canaani (a non-Jewish 
slave who belongs to a Jew) is obligated to keep all the mitzvos that women observe (Chagigah 
4a). Accordingly, not only did Haman belong to Mordechai financially, but he was actually a Jew! If this 
sounds far-fetched, the Chasam Sofer suggests that it is stated explicitly in the Megillah, which records 
(Esther 3:2-4) that after Achashverosh promoted Haman, everybody bowed down to him except 
Mordechai. The king’s servants noticed this and asked Mordechai why he wasn disobeying the king’s 
orders, but he did not answer them.  

At that point, they had no choice but to discuss the matter with Haman, with the Megillah 
recording: ויגידו להמן לראות היעמדו דברי מרדכי – The king’s servants told Haman to see if Mordechai’s 
words would stand. What were Mordechai’s words? כי הגיד להם אשר הוא יהודי – He told them  אשר הוא
 that Haman is a Jew, since he was Mordechai’s slave, in which case Mordechai wasn’t obligated to – יהודי
bow to him. This claim certainly got their attention, and they immediately conveyed Mordechai’s words 
to Haman. Not surprisingly, when Haman heard that Mordechai accused him of being a Jew, he became 
furious and enraged. 
 
 

)6:10( ויאמר המלך להמן מהר  
After Achashverosh’s sleepless night, Haman approached him early the next morning. 

Achashverosh asked Haman what should be done for a person whom the king wishes to honor, and 
assuming that the question was about him, Haman suggested that such a person should wear the royal 
robe and be led through town on the royal horse. 

Achashverosh then ordered Haman to do exactly that for Mordechai, and he added the word מהר 
– quickly. What was the rush? Rav Eliezer Ginsburg suggests that Achashverosh felt bad for Haman. He 
recognized that what he was commanding Haman to do was humiliating, so he insisted that it be done 
immediately, early in the morning while the streets were still empty, which would spare Haman the 
indignity of being seen by many people. 

Unfortunately for Haman, Mordechai and Esther thwarted this plan. The Gemora (Megillah 16a) 
records that when Haman found Mordechai and told him about Achashverosh’s decision, Mordechai 
responded that it would be disrespectful for him to put on the king’s clothing and ride his horse while 
looking so disheveled, so he insisted on first going to the bathhouse to wash up, and then taking a haircut.  

However, every bathhouse they tried to enter was locked, and every barber they went to was 
closed because while all this was going on, Esther issued a decree that all bathhouses and barbers must 
temporarily shut down. This left Haman with no choice but to bathe Mordechai himself and personally 
cut his hair, which caused him even more shame, and this delay also resulted in the streets being full of 
people by the time they finally went outside.  
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The Gemora’s version of events is difficult to understand. Why were Mordechai and Esther out to 
mortify Haman? Where is there a concept or source for trying to embarrass our enemies? The Shiras 
Dovid suggests that they learned this approach from Moshe. The Abarbanel writes that the reason Moshe 
didn’t lead the Jewish army against Amalek was because he didn’t want to dignify Amalek by showing 
that they were worthy of his attention. Instead, he sent his disciple Yehoshua (Shemos 17:9) to show his 
complete disdain for them, and instead of selecting a large army, Moshe only sent a few soldiers to make 
their defeat that much more disgraceful, a lesson that was learned and applied by Mordechai and Esther.  

Nevertheless, even if they wanted to shame Haman, why did they specifically force him to serve 
as the bathhouse attendant and barber for Mordechai more than any other degrading activity? The Shiras 
Dovid points out that the Rambam rules (Hilchos Melochim 1:6) that a person who was previously 
employed as either a barber or bathhouse attendant is ineligible to become king, because his occupation is 
so lowly in people’s eyes that he will never be able to command the respect that a king deserves. Since 
the Rambam says that these professions are considered the most demeaning of all occupations, Mordechai 
and Esther specifically conspired to force Haman to do these two jobs to maximize his humiliation. 
 
 

)8:17( ורבים מעמי הארץ מתיהדים  
After Haman was killed, Achashverosh bequeathed his estate to Mordechai and Esther and gave 

them permission to issue a new decree in his name. They issued a royal order permitting the Jewish 
people around the world to gather together in self-defense and kill their enemies on 13 Adar. Wherever 
word of this new edict reached, it brought gladness and joy to the Jews, while many of the nations of the 
world grew frightened and responded by professing to be Jews. 
 The Vilna Gaon notes that these non-Jews only pretended to act like Jews to protect themselves, 
but their conversions weren’t genuine. For this reason, the Megillah says that they were מתיהדים, which 
means that they made themselves like Jews, instead of מתגיירים, because they did not sincerely convert. 
 Rav Shlomo Alkabetz points out that the Megillah teaches us the difference between a Jew and a 
gentile. When the Jews were faced with Haman’s decree to annihilate them all, not a single one attempted 
to convert or disguise his identity to avoid being killed. Rather than abandon their religion at this critical 
time, they all joined together in unprecedented deveikus (clinging) to Hashem. The non-Jews, on the other 
hand, had little faith in their idols, and when they were confronted with a potential threat, they 
immediately discarded their religion that they recognized had no ability to save them. 
 The S’fas Emes suggests that this phenomenon is one of the reasons for the widespread custom of 
wearing costumes on Purim. Just as the original Purim caused the gentiles to dress up and pretend to be 
Jews, now we don non-Jewish clothing to show that what truly counts is not a person’s superficial 
appearance, but his inner essence and values.  
 
 

)8:36ויקרא ( ויעש אהרן ובניו את כל הדברים אשר צוה ד' ביד משה  
 After discussing more of the laws governing the various offerings, Parshas Tzav turns its 
attention to the inauguration of the Kohanim. It relates at length the procedure by which Aharon and his 
sons were consecrated to serve as Kohanim. After relating all of the details of the process, the parsha 
summarizes and concludes by recording that Aharon and his sons did everything that Moshe had 
commanded them to do in the name of Hashem. 
 Rashi explains that the Torah specifically records that Aharon and his sons did everything which 
Hashem commanded in order to praise them, in that they followed Hashem’s instructions without the 
slightest deviation. This is difficult to understand. Why does the Torah find it noteworthy that the 
righteous Aharon and his sons obeyed Hashem’s explicit commands, something that we would have 
naturally assumed and taken for granted? 
 The Darkei Mussar notes that the prophet Yirmiyahu relates (15:17), “I didn’t sit together with a 
group of jokesters.” This is also perplexing; would we have expected a prophet of Hashem to waste his 
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valuable time with such unproductive members of society that it was worth mentioning otherwise? 
Wouldn’t it strike us as odd to hear somebody mention in a eulogy of the Chofetz Chaim or Rav Moshe 
Feinstein that he didn’t spend his days at the circus or the bar?  

Rav Moshe Rosenstein, the Mashgiach of the Lomza yeshiva in Europe, answers that human 
nature is to be innately interested in such frivolous matters. It is indeed proper to praise these individuals 
for refusing to remain with their inborn tendencies. Instead, they worked on themselves until they reached 
a level at which they had completely uprooted their natural inclinations, and doing Hashem’s will became 
second nature.  

Similarly, Aharon was born as a regular person; only through many years of hard work did he 
become the great Aharon HaKohen with whom we are familiar. Instead of remaining typical and average, 
he became a person for whom there was no possibility of intentionally deviating from Hashem’s 
commandments. Although at the time of the building of the Mishkan he was already on a level at which 
he faced no struggle, the Torah still praises him for his lifetime of work that brought him to that high 
level. 

The following story presents a contemporary application of this concept. The Beis HaLevi was 
renowned for his tremendous yiras Shomayim (fear of Heaven). A Rav in Europe once remarked in jest 
that if he was on the Heavenly Court at the time of the Beis HaLevi’s death, he would refuse to give him 
reward for any sin that he didn’t commit.  

The Beis HaLevi was on such a high spiritual level that he had no evil inclination pushing him to 
transgress. Because he had no internal struggle, he wasn’t deserving of any reward for his choices. The 
Rav added that he would, however, give the Beis HaLevi unimaginable reward for using his free-will to 
develop himself to the point that he reached such a lofty level! 
 While we may not be on the level of Aharon, Yirmiyahu, or the Beis HaLevi, this lesson is still 
applicable. We all have mitzvos and areas of life with which we struggle. Our natural instincts guide us in 
the opposite direction of where we know we’d like to be going. We can take strength from seeing that true 
and lasting change is possible, and we should be encouraged by the knowledge that we will receive 
eternal reward for our efforts, even after they become second nature to us. 
 
 

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources that discuss them): 
 

1) If Achashverosh ordered Haman killed on 16 Nissan, why did it take Mordechai until 23 Sivan 
(Esther 8:9) to promulgate his new decree to protect the Jews? (Peirush HaGra on Megillas 
Esther) 

2) Can a person fulfill the mitzvah of giving Mishloach Manos by sending it to be delivered by a 
drone? (Shu”t Yehuda Yaaleh Orach Chaim 207) 

3) Can a person fulfill his obligation to give Matanos L’Evyonim by forgiving debts owed to him by 
two poor people on Purim? (Halichos Shlomo Moadim Vol. 1 19:24) 

4) Which law regarding Pesach is derived from Megillas Esther? (Mishnah Berurah 490:2) 
5) A Kohen was required to bring a Korban Mincha on the day that he was inaugurated and first 

served in the Beis HaMikdash (6:12-16). The Gemora in Horayos (12b) rules that in addition to 
bringing this Meal-Offering on the day of his anointment, the Kohen Gadol was additionally 
required to offer this sacrifice every day of his tenure. For what reason was he required to bring 
this offering every day? (Abarbanel) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Vilna Gaon gives two explanations for the delay. First, Mordechai was worried that people in 
distant lands would receive a royal edict ordering them to kill the Jews, only to then be presented with a 
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follow-up decree stating that the Jews can kill them. How would they know which one to believe? 
Mordechai thought that if the second letter was delivered by the same messengers who brought the first 
one, it would be more likely to be accepted and viewed as reliable. He therefore had to wait until all the 
messengers returned to Shushan so that he could send them back out with the new edict. Additionally, 23 
Sivan is exactly 70 days after 13 Nissan, the day on which Haman sent out his original order. Mordechai 
wanted the Jews to continue repenting the sins that caused them to be exiled. Since Yirmiyahu prophesied 
(29:10) that they would be in exile for 70 years, Mordechai waited 70 days for his contemporaries to 
repent these sins, one day for each year. 
 
2) Rav Yehuda Assad rules that there is no legal requirement to send Mishloach Manos with another 
person, and any way that it is delivered to the recipient is acceptable. At the same time, because one of the 
purposes of the mitzvah of Mishloach Manos is to bring people closer together, it must be delivered in a 
respectable manner. If the Mishloach Manos is sent via an agent that is considered insulting and 
degrading to the receiver, one of the necessary components of the mitzvah will be lacking, and it is 
possible that the sender will not fulfill his obligation. It is likely that the present novelty of delivery by 
drone would be sufficient, although this may change in the future, and a competent Orthodox Rabbi 
should be consulted for any questions of practical halacha. 

 
3) Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach rules that a person cannot fulfill the mitzvah of Matanos L’Evyonim 
in this manner, for the mitzvah requires us to actually give money to the poor on Purim. Since loans are 
intended to be spent, the money that was previously borrowed is no longer present, so forgiving the debt 
is not presently giving him anything tangible. Additionally, the mitzvah of Matanos L’Evyonim is to give 
the needy money they can spend any way they wish, not limited to specific uses, such as repaying a loan. 
For the same reason, a person who discreetly goes to a storeowner and pays the outstanding bill of two 
destitute Jews on Purim does not fulfill his obligation, because he is restricting their use of the funds 
instead of giving them the money unconditionally to use as they see fit. 

 
4) The Mishnah Berurah writes that one should make an extra dish for the meal on the second day of 
Pesach to commemorate that Haman was killed on this day (16 Nissan). 

 
5) The Abarbanel offers nine reasons for the Kohen Gadol’s daily obligation. The first is so that he 
should rectify any sins he may have committed prior to proceeding to bring offerings to atone for the rest 
of the nation. Secondly, seeing the lofty Kohen Gadol bring a daily offering will inspire other sinners to 
examine their deeds and bring offerings for their sins. This will also reduce embarrassment on their part 
since the Kohen Gadol also brings regular offerings. Additionally, it will protect the poor from feeling 
embarrassed at their inability to bring more valuable offerings, as the Kohen Gadol brings a similar flour 
offering daily. Realizing that his offering is comparable to that of the poor will inspire humility in the 
Kohen Gadol as he serves in the Temple. A sixth reason is because the Kohanim receive part of the flour 
offerings that are offered by other Jews in the Temple each day to eat, Hashem wanted to make it clear 
that they are eating these offerings solely to perform Hashem’s will and not because they are hungry. By 
bringing a daily flour-offering which is completely consumed on the Altar, the Kohen Gadol makes this 
clear. This offering also represents an expression of thanksgiving for all of the Priestly gifts that Hashem 
gave to the Kohanim. An eighth reason is because the Kohanim scoop a handful of flour from others’ 
flour offerings to offer on the Altar, we are concerned that they may unintentionally offer less than they 
are supposed to, thereby depriving the Altar. The Kohen Gadol atones for this by bringing a daily flour 
offering which is completely burned on the Altar. Finally, just as Hashem wanted a communal offering 
brought daily, namely the Korban Tamid, so too did He want an individual offering brought each day, so 
He assigned it to the holy Kohen Gadol who was most suited for this daily obligation. 
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PreparationPreparationPreparationPreparation

I t's time to begin preparing for Purim.
The Yeshuos Moshe of Viznitzzt’l

said that äðëä is gematriya áì çî, mind
and heart. Thus, it is the time to prepare
our minds with Torah lessons about
Purim, and to prepare our hearts with

excitement and longing for Purim.TorahWellsprings- Vayikra - Shabbos Zachor

It states (Esther 1:21) øáãë êìîä ùòéå
ïëåîî. This can be translated,êìîä ùòéå,
the King, Hashem, makes Purim,øáãë
ïëåîî, in accordance with how we

prepared for it.

It also states (Esther6:4) úà úåìúì ...àá ïîäå
åì ïéëä øùà õòä ìò éëãøî, “Haman came…
to hang Mordechai on theõò (gallows)
that he prepared for him.” The Gemara
(Megillah 16.) states, åì ïéëä, Haman
prepared theõò for himself. He thought
he prepared the gallows to hang
Mordechai, but he actually prepared it to

hang himself.

Rebbe Chanoch Henoch of Alexander
zt’l explains that the Gemara understood
åì ïéëä øùà cannot mean that Haman
prepared the beam to hang Mordechai,
because the concept ofäðëä, preparation,
applies solely to mitzvos; it doesn’t apply
to other matters. So, if it states that
Hamanpreparedthe gallows it means he
prepared it to hang himself on it, and to

hang Haman certainly is a mitzvah!

The Mishnah (Megillah 2.) states, “The
megillah is read on the 11th, 12th, and
13th …” of Adar. We can explain that
these three days before Purim are days of

preparation, similar to the three days of
äìáâä éîé úùìù, which precede Shavuos.
Purim is a day of kabalas haTorah,
similar to Shavuos, as the Gemara
(Shabbos88) states,ùøåùçà éîéá äåìá÷ øãä,
“The nation accepted the Torah again in
the days of Achashveirosh.” Therefore,
just as there are three days of preparation
before Shavuos, there are three days of

preparation before Purim.

Another indication that Purim needs
preparation is the Gemara (Megillah 30.),
which states thatShabbos Zachoralways
falls on the Shabbos before Purim, and
never after Purim. The reason being, that
there must beäøéëæ before äéùò, which
means that we must remember [our
obligation] to destroy Amalek before we
actually do it through the mitzvos of
Purim. The obligation to haveäøéëæ
precedeäéùò hints to the concept that

Purim needs preparation.

Some people think, “Why should I
prepare myself for Purim? What
difference will it make? Even without
making preparations, I will hear the
megillah and keep all the other mitzvos
of Purim like everyone else. If I prepare
for Purim by studying about it, praying
and yearning for it, will I have a better
Purim? Perhaps I will have a drop more
of an inspirational Purim, but is it really
worth all that effort to get to that small

level of inspiration?”

The following mashal from the Satmar
Rebbezt’l will answer that question:
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Two people were walking together for a
long time, and then one of them took one
step ahead, in front of his friend. That
extra step led him onto an escalator,
which brought him to the next level. The
other one, who didn’t take that extra step,
remained below. The difference between
them was only one step, but they are now

on entirely different planes.

This describes what happens when one
prepares. Everyone will be doing the
same mitzvos on Purim. Everyone will
be listening to the megillah, giving
mishloach manos and matanos
le’evyonim, and celebrating seudas
Purim, but those who prepared will be
at least one step ahead, one step more
inspired. And that one step makes all

the difference.

TakingTakingTakingTaking AdvantageAdvantageAdvantageAdvantage ofofofof thethethethe DayDayDayDay

Two people were caught printing
counterfeit money. One printed dollars
and the other printed shekalim. They
were brought to court on the same day.
The judge ruled that the person who
printed dollars should go to prison for
ten years, and the person who printed

shekalim should go to an asylum.

What was the judge’s logic? The judge
explained, “The person who printed
counterfeit shekalim is a fool. He should
have printed dollars and earned so much
more money with the same effort! When
there is potential to earn a lot, only a fool
will settle for less. He deserves to be

locked up in an institution…”

This lesson is related to Purim. One can
earn so muchruchniyus and gashmiyus

on Purim. One must not be a fool and
lose out on the opportunity.

Even if one utilizes the opportunity a
little bit, he is still a fool if he didn’t
strive for more. Reb Eliyahu Desslerzt’l
(Michtav MiEliyahu, Elul – Tishrei) told
the following mashal: By doctors’ orders,
a wealthy person and a poor person
needed to bathe in a hot spring. The
wealthy person traveled to a hot spring
resort, and bathed there in the healing
waters. He immersed in the healing
waters for several hours. The poor person
could not afford to go to the spa, so he
went to the drugstore, bought a bottle of
hot springs water, and rubbed the healing
waters on his body. That’s all he can do.

The nimshal is that Purim is a very holy
and special time. We should immerse our
entire being, heart, and mind, into Purim,
and then we will gain spiritual and
material blessings, and success in
abundance. There are those who do have
some amount of inspiration during
Purim, but they don’t totally immerse
themselves into the wellsprings of this
day. They are like the pauper who rubs
himself with the healing hot springs
water, but isn’t totally immersed in them.
Our goal should be like the proverbial
wealthy man, who immerses entirely into

the day.

The Gemara (Megillah 7:) states,äáø í÷
àøéæ 'øì äéèçùå, that once, at the Purim
seudah, due to the drinking, “Rabba got
up and slaughtered Reb Zeira.”
(Afterwards, Rabba resurrected him with
his tefillos. Some say that the Gemara is
coming to teach the potential oftefillah
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on Purim — that one can even resurrect
the dead on that day through prayers.
Others say that the Gemara is teaching us
not to follow the path of excessive
drinking. Other rishonim disagree, as
these matters are discussed inShulchan
Aruch.) If we translate their names,äáø
means great, andàøéæ means small. Hinted
here are two paths foravodas Hashem.
The path of äáø, great, signifies taking
large strides inavodas Hashem. This is
when one jumps up levels and totally
immerses himself in Hashem's service.
The other approach isàøéòæ, small, which
is to take small and gradual steps of
improvement, without growing rapidly.
On Purim, àøéæ 'øì äéèçùå äáø í÷, the
approach of Rabba, of taking large
strides slaughters and surmounts the way
of Zeira, of taking small steps. Although
there are times one should grow
gradually, step by step, there are also
times when one should take a giant leap
forward. Purim isn’t the time for taking
small steps. On Purim we should be
making large strides inavodas Hashem,
extending all our strength towards
attaining incredible growth inavodas

Hashem, on this day.

The yetzer harawill definitely prevent
people from taking advantage of the day,
because he knows how much they can

gain. That is why theyetzer haraoften
gives people something to worry about
on Purim, to prevent them from being
totally immersed in the Purim. The wise
will recognize this as theyetzer hara’s

ploy, and not fall for his tricks.

Tzaddikim told the followingmashal:

The Polish thieves would go to the port
and drop a coin on the ground. When a
wealthy person, who just docked, would
walk down the gangplank with his
expensive baggage in hand and would
see the coin, he would put down his bag
for a moment to pick up the coin. At that
moment the thieves would grab the bag
and ran off with it.
Obviously, this trick only worked for
those who weren’t familiar with the
thieves’ ways. Those who know their
tactics wouldn’t stop to pick up a coin.
They knew that they would lose much

more than gain.1111

The nimshal is the yetzer harauses a
similar technique to cause people to lose
out on Purim. Theyetzer hara gives
people something small to worry about
(or to be preoccupied with) and thereby
yetzer hara steals away their Purim.
Instead of celebrating Purim, they are
lost thinking about some insignificant
matter. However, those who know the
yetzer hara’sways won’t fall for this,

1. There was another, similar technique, the Polish thieves employed. One thief would go
into a store and take something off the shelf. He made sure that the shopkeeper saw

he was stealing, and then run off. The shopkeeper would run after the thief, while in the
meantime, the store was left unattended. Another thief would then enter the store and take
all the money. Once again, their tactic was to get the wealthy distracted with something
small, and then they could steal from them something big.
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and they will push away all worries to
celebrate Purim properly.

Mordechai wanted Purim to be ayom
tov; a day when work is forbidden.
Although the nation accepted all aspects
of Purim, this aspect, that Purim should

be ayom tov, they didn’t accept.

It states (Esther9:19), íéùåò ...íéãåäéä ïë ìò
íåéå äúùîå äçîù øãà ùãçì øùò òáøà íåé úà
úåðî çåìùîå áåè, “Therefore the
Yidden…make the fourteenth of Adar a
day of celebration, ayom tov, with

mashlaoch manos…”

Afterwards (Esther 9:22), it lists once
again the mitzvos of Purim, but this time
it doesn’t state that Purim is ayom tov.
The Gemara (Megillah 5:) explains that
Mordechai wanted Purim to be a day
when work is forbidden, but Klal Yisrael
didn’t accept that aspect of Purim. verse
19 mentions Mordechai’s original decree
and verse 22 is the result, when Purim

did not become ayom tov.

The Yismach Moshezt’l (Na’ch) asks,
why does the Megillah (Esther 9:19)
mention the aspect ofyom tov with
Purim, if it never happen in the end?
He answers that in one way, Purim is a
yom tov. Chazal say (Beitza16.), åéúåðåæî ìë
úåàöåäå úåúáù úàöåäî õåç ä"øî åì ïéáåö÷ íãà ìù
ïéúçåô úçô íàù äøåú ãåîìúì åéðá úåàöåäå áåè íåé
åì ïéôéñåî óéñåä íàå åì, “One’s parnassahis
determined on Rosh Hashanah.
Exceptions are expenses for Shabbos,
yom tov, and for Torah classes for one’s
children. For these matters, one who
expends less will receive less and one
who expends more will receive more.”

There is a quota for each year’s income.
If one goes beyond that quota, he won’t
get more. Therefore, one must be
cautious with his money. Exceptions are
expenses for Shabbos, yom tov, and
Torah classes for his children. One never
loses money due to these expenses.

Whatever he spends will be refunded.

The Yismach Moshe explains that Purim
became ayom tov with respect to this
factor. The money one spends on the
Purim meal will not be deducted from
his yearly income. One need not be
afraid to spend money on a good meal
for Purim, because whatever he spends

will be refunded.

PurimPurimPurimPurim andandandand EmunahEmunahEmunahEmunah ....

Purim teaches us that even when
everything seems natural miracles are

taking place all around us.

The story of the Purim miracles could
be explained according to the rules of
nature. It’s reasonable that
Achashveirosh would be angry with
Vashti, because she affronted him. It is
also natural that he would choose Esther
to be the queen, for she was the most
beautiful woman in the world. Each
detail of the megillah can be explained
according to the rules of nature. Only
when we take a collective look at
everything that occurred can we see that
it was all led and arranged by Hashem.
This is the unique message of Purim, to
know that even when everything
appears natural, Hashem’s Hand is

guiding everything.

As mentioned above, the Mishnah
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(Megillah 2) states: “The megillah is read
on the 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th,

not later and not earlier.”

The Turei Even asks: Why does the
Mishnah need to clarify, “Not later and
not earlier”? The Mishnah tells us the
five days the megillah can be read, and
it’s quite obvious that before and after
those dates aren’t the right time to read

the megillah!

The Bris Kehunas Olam answers: the
sum total of the dates equals 65: (11 +
12 + 13 + 14 +15 = 65) the same as
Hashem’s nameé"ðãà. The nameé"ðãà is
used when Hashem leads the world by
the rules of nature. The five dates, which
are gematriya é"ðãà, signifies Purim’s
lesson that even when the world is run
by nature, it is wholly Hashem’s

hashgachah pratis.

The Mishnah says that we don’t read the
megillah before or after these dates. The
date before would be the 10th of Adar,
and the date after would be the 16th. 10
+ 16 = 26. Twenty-six is thegematriya
of Hashem’s nameä"éåä, the name that
denotes miracles. The Mishnah
emphasizes that we don’t read the
megillah on the 10th and on the 16th
because the message of the megillah isn’t
to teach us aboutä"éåä that Hashem can
change the rules of nature and perform
miracles. Pesach teaches us that lesson.
On Purim we want to discoveré"ðãà, that
even when the world seems to be
running its natural course, Hashem is the

One running the world.

The Kedushas Levi (kedushah rishonah)
writes, “We will explain, with Hashem’s
help, why Hashem’s nameä"éåä, and
likewise, no other name of Hashem, is
explicitly written in the megillah. They
are only hinted at in theúåáéú éùàø and the
úåáéú éôåñ, as the Arizal teaches. For
example, theroshei teivosof ïîäå êìîä àáé
íåéä spell ä"éåä. And the final letters ofìëå
é"ì ä"åù å"ððéà ä"æ, spellsä"éåä, and there are

other examples too…”

The Kedushas Levi explains that
Hashem’s presence wasn’t revealed at
that time, and the megillah mirrors this,
and therefore His name isn't mentioned.
Nevertheless, Hashem’s name is found
in the roshei and sofei teivos in the
megillah, because through examining all
the episodes in the megillah Hashem’s
presence became evident. The Kedushas
Levi writes, “Since…the miracle came
about by the culmination of several
episodes, similarly, Hashem’s name is
written in roshei teivosor sofei teivos
of several words. For, Hashem’s
Kingship was seen…through the
episodes that happened in the times of
Mordechai and Esther, and an episode
is comprised from several words. This
is the reason Hashem’s name is found
in the roshei or sofei teivos, from
several words, but Hashem’s name, in

one word, isn’t stated...”

ObliterateObliterateObliterateObliterate thethethethe MemoryMemoryMemoryMemory ofofofof AmalekAmalekAmalekAmalek

The Beis Aharonzt’l (p.67.) writes, ìë
[äðååëä] úåéäì êéøö ,äùåò àåäù äî ìë ,ìàøùé ùéà
÷ìîò ìù øëæ ÷çîúé äéùòä åæáù, “Every Yid,
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with everything he does, his intention
must be that this deed should obliterate
the memory of Amalek.äæá øäæð äéäé øùàëå
åéäé øäî ùéç øùà éðà çåèá éæà ìàøùé øá ìë
úåøöä ìëî íéøåèô, “When all Yidden will
be cautious to do so, I am certain that
very soon, they will be redeemed from

all tzaros.”

The renowned Stoliner chassid, Reb
Zalman Brizel zt’l, would say, åîù çîé,
“May Amalek’s name be erased” when
performing a mitzvah, as per the
teachings of the Beis Aharon (of Stolin)
zt’l, this should be one’s intention when

performing mitzvos.

Once, as Reb Zalman was putting his
shoes on after immersing in themikvah,
he shouted!åîù çîé !åîù çîé. Someone
heard him and assumed that Reb Zalman
was angry with someone for some
reason. He asked Reb Zalman whether he
can be of any help. Reb Zalman replied
that he isn’t angry with anyone. He was
tying his shoes according to halachah:
first the left shoe and then the right shoe,
and the Beis Aharon says that with every
good deed one should intend that it
should erase and destroy Amalek. I was
saying åîù çîé! May putting my shoes on
according to the halachah destroy

Amalek’s name.”

Surely, keeping the mitzvos of Shabbos
Zachor will destroy Amalek.

Rebbe Tzaddok HaCohen (Divrei Sofrim
#29) writes, “I learned from my teachers
that Shabbos Zachor ismesugal for
bearing children. On Shabbos Zachor, we

read in the Torah about destroying
Amalek [that Amalek shouldn’t have
offspring]. Thus, in contrast, on the side
of holiness, the offspring of Bnei Yisrael

will multiply…”

Rebbe Aharon of Belzzt’l said to
someone who didn’t have children that
Purim is mesugal for bearing children.
This is because Hashem performs the
mitzvah of mishloach manos, and
Hashem’smishloach manosis children.

This Shabbos is called Shabbos Zachor
because we read in the Torah,øùà úà øåëæ
÷ìîò êì äùò, “Remember what Amalek

did to you…”

Bederech tzachus, people say that it’s
called Shabbos Zachor because of the
special shalom zachors that were
celebrated on this Shabbos, in the past.
For example, Moshe Rabbeinu was born
on the 7th of Adar. This means his

shalom zachorwas on this Shabbos.

Additionally, Chazal (Shabbos89:) teach
that the day aftermattan Torah, on the
7th of Sivan, all Jewish women became
pregnant with boys. If we take this a step
further, and say the children were born
nine months later, this means the children
were born on the 7th of Adar. The
Shabbos afterwards, everyone celebrated
a shalom zachor. In commemoration of
all thoseshalom zachorsthis Shabbos is

called Shabbos Zachor.

The manyshalom zachorsalso hints to
the increase of children that Shabbos

Zachor is associated with.
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TaanisTaanisTaanisTaanis EstherEstherEstherEsther

Most Rabbinically ordained fast days
commemorate the churban Beis
HaMikdash, but Taanis Esther does not.

So why do we fast on this day?

The Mishnah Berurah(686:2) explains,
“In the days of Mordechai and Esther,
the nation gathered on the 13th of Adar
to wage war, to protect themselves. At
that time they prayed for Hashem’s
compassion, Hashem should help them
avenge their enemies. Whenever Yidden
go to war they fast. We know this from
the war Moshe Rabbeinu waged against
Amalek, for he fasted by that war. We
are therefore certain that in the era of
Mordechai and Esther, the nation fasted
as they waged war. We therefore fast on
the 13th of Adar. It is our reminder that
Hashem sees and hears every Yid in
sorrow when he fasts and doesteshuvah
with all his heart, as Hashem did in

those days.”

A different explanation for Taanis Esther
is to pray that we shouldn’t sin on Purim
due to the happiness, eating and drinking
on Purim.
The Kav HaYashar (ch.97, quoting the
Beis Yosef’s magid/malach) writes,
“Hashem’s hashgachahis always over
Bnei Yisrael, for they are His lot, His
chosen nation, and He wants to grant
them Olam Haba. Therefore, when the
14th of Adar is approaching, the day the
Jewish nation will be extremely happy
for the miracles Hakadosh Baruch Hu
performed for them against therasha
Haman, and against his children, and
other resha’im of that time…and Chazal

say, ‘one is obligated to be happy with
wine on Purim,’ therefore, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu said we should fast before
Purim, because fasting is asegulahto be
saved from sins. It protects us from the
satan so that the Satan shouldn’t be
mekatregand lead the Jewish nation to
sin due to the abundant eating and
drinking on Purim. It is therefore
important to havekavanahin theselichos
of Taanis Esther when we say ‘éúîá
...øôñî’. The final stanza of this part of
selichosis äìôéú øáòäå äìéôú òîåù , ‘Listen
to our prayers and remove sins…’ etc.
When saying these words havekavanah
that he shouldn’t sin,chas veshalom, due
to the eating and drinking and festivities

of Purim...”

The Kav HaYashar adds that on Taanis
Esther one should sayTehillim (chapter
22), and afterwards request, in his own

words, for anything he needs.

The Kav HaYashar writes, “People from
the villages should come to the city, so
they can daven in a beis kneses [with a
minyan] on Taanis Esther, because
Taanis Esther is verymesugal for our
tefillos to be answered in the merits of
Mordechai and Esther. Whoever needs a
salvation should take the time to say
chapter 22 ofTehillim, “øçùä úìéà,” and
afterwards pour his heart out in prayer
before Hashem, to request his needs, and
to rouse the merits of Mordechai and
Esther. In their merits, Hashem will
listen to histefillos, open up the gates of
compassion, and answer histefillos…
Therefore, beloved people of Hashem,
the holy nation, who gather to listen to
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megillah on Purim… rouse Mordechai
and Esther’s merits, because Taanis
Esther and Purim are days ofäáäàå ïåöø,
desire and love. It is good to pray on
Taanis Esther, and the One who listens
to prayers will compassionately answer

your tefillos, amen.”2222

PurimPurimPurimPurim andandandand YomYomYomYom KippurimKippurimKippurimKippurim

The Tikunei Zohar(p.57:) states that the
translation of íéøåôë íåé is that Yom
Kippur is a day íéøåô-ë, like Purim.
Everyone is aware of the awesomeness
of Yom Kippur. This Zohar teaches us

that Purim is a similar special day.

The Ruzhiner zy’a notes that Chazal
didn’t say “Purim is like Yom Kippur.”
They said “Yom Kippur is like Purim.”
This implies that Purim is even greater
than Yom Kippur.
The Tikunei Zohar writes, ,íéøåô-ë íåé
âðåòì éåðéòî äéì ééåðùìå äéá àâðòúàì ïéãéúòã, “Yom
Kippur is like Purim, because in the
future people will enjoy pleasure on Yom
Kippur. It will turn over from being a
day of affliction and fasting to being a

day of pleasure.”3333

One of the similarities between Purim
and Yom HaKippurim is that they are

both days forkaparah, atonement.

The Sfas Emes (è"ìøú) explains that the

atonement of Yom Kippur is attained by
fasting, and the atonement of Purim

comes through celebrating.

About Yom Kippur it states (Shemos
30:10), íãî äðùá úçà åéúåðø÷ ïøäà åéìò øôëå
íëéúåøåãì åéìò øôëé äðùá úçà íéøåôéëä úàèç,
“Aharon will put the blood of the
korbanoson the corners of themizbeiach
[the mizbeiachfor the ketores] only once
a year, by thekorban chatasof Yom
Kippur. Once a year, there will be
atonement.” The wordsäðùá úçà, “once a
year,” is written twice in thispasuk. The
Imrei Noam (Dzhikov)zt’l explained that
the double “once a year” is referring to
Purim and Yom Kippur. They are the
two øôëé äðùá úçà, one day of the year for
atonement. The difference between them
is that the atonement of Yom Kippur is
from the korbanos, while thekaparahof
Purim is even without bringingkorbanos.

The Gemara says Yom Kippur atones for
those who doteshuvah. The Ruzhinerzt’l
taught that Purim is greater, because the
kaparahof Purim is attained even if one

doesn’t doteshuvah.

The Ruzhiner’s grandson, Rebbe Yisrael
of Tchortkov zt’l, explained the reason

Purim atones even withoutteshuvah:

2. Reb Yeiva of Ostra’a was very poor, and on Purim, someone came to make him happy.
Reb Yeiva said that it was Mordechai himself, because Mordechai is the baal simchah

of Purim, and he comes to every Yid to bring him happiness.
3. The Mishnah Berurah (90:28) quotes a Radvaz who discusses a prisoner whose jailors

grants him permission to leave the prison for one day, to go to the beis kneses to pray.
The question is which day he should choose to go to beis knesses. The Radvaz says that
he should take the first opportunity. Even if it is a regular weekday, he should go to the beis
knesses to daven, because when a mitzvah comes one’s way, one should take advantage
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It states (Shulchan Aruch 694:3), ïéà
åì íéðúåð ãé èùåôù éî ìë àìà íéøåô úåòîá ïé÷ã÷ãî,
“One doesn’t check out people when it
comes to distributingtzedakahmoney for
Purim. Whoever puts out his hand, we

give him.”

This means, if a community hastzedakah
money, designated to helping the poor
make the Purim meal, it should be
distributed to whoever requests, without
checking whether they really need it.
Thus, on Purim we give to the deserving

and the non-deserving alike.

There is a rule that Hashem deals with

us in the same way that we deal with
others. As Chazal (Megillah 7.) say, åîé÷
äèîì åìá÷ù äî äìòîì, which can be
translated, “Heaven does as the people
below.”4444 Therefore, on Purim, when we
give to everyone, Heaven mirrors our
attitude and grants atonement to all
people. Just as we aren’t selective
regarding who deserves tzedakah,
Heaven also isn’t selective, and Hashem
forgives anybody who requests
atonement. This is the reason one can
attain atonement on Purim, even without
teshuvah, even when underserving.
Hashem is benevolent to everyone, and

forgives their sins.5555

of it, and shouldn’t push it off for later. He writes, פורים או כיפור יום על להמתין המצוה  יחמיץ  ,ולא
“Don't push off the mitzvah and wait for Yom Kippur or for Purim…” Notice that the Radvaz
didn’t say “Don't push off the mitzvah and wait for Yom Kippur or Rosh Hashanah.” Rather
he mentions “Yom Kippur or Purim.” This hints at the greatness of Purim.
4. The Sfas Emes (Megillah 7: שדר  רבה  בגמרא, (ד"ה writes a chiddush (innovated halachah)

that it isn’t proper for a regular person to send mishloach manos to someone greater
than him, such as to a rav or to a rosh yeshiva, because the Megillah states, איש מנות משלוח

,לרעהו “food gifts, a man to his friend” and it isn’t proper for a regular person to call someone
much greater than him, “my friend.” However, the Sfas Emes accedes, if this great person
gave him mishloach manos that means he considers him a friend, and he may reciprocate,
and send him mishloach manos back.
On Purim, Hakadosh Baruch Hu sends mishloach manos to the Jewish nation, which is
bounties of goodness. After Hakadosh Baruch Hu consideres us ,רעהו His friends, we can
reciprocate and send Him mishloach manos. Our mishloach manos to Hashem are the
mitzvos of Purim.
The custom of mishlaoch manos is to give the food together with the dish. (One doesn’t ask
for the dish back after delivering the food.) This hints that on Purim Hashem gives us His
mishloach manos of bounty together with the dish. This means that even if one doesn’t have
a dish to accept Hashem’s bounty (which means he isn’t deserving of Hashem’s bounty),
Hashem gives him the utensil too, to enable him to receive the bounty.
5. Shulchan Aruch states, לו נותנים  יד הפושט כל “Whoever stretches out his hand, we give

him.” We can also explain these words to mean, יד  הפושט  ,כל even the hand of a
simple, pashute Yid, when he wants to become close to Hashem, לו ,נותנים  Hashem grants
that to him.
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We sing, áåèì øåëæ äðåáøç íâå, which can
mean even those who areäðáøåç,
destroyed by sins,áåèì øåëæ they are
remembered for good and for atonement,

on Purim.

Another similarity between Purim and
Yom Kippur is they are both forever.
The Rashba (I Teshuvah93) writes that
due to sins, there may come a time when
Hashem will take away the holidays
from us. As it states,ãòåî ïåéöá 'ä úáù
úáùå… Purim however is different, for it
will never be taken away from us. As it
states (Esther9:28), êåúî åøáòé àì íéøåôä éîéå
íòøæî óåñé àì íøëæå íéãåäéä, “The days of
Purim will never leave the Yidden; its
memory will never cease from their
children.” Yom Kippur is also eternal, as
it states,íìåò ú÷ç íëì úàæ äúéäå, “This day

will be for you forever…”

The tzaddikim of Slonimzt'l told the
following mashalto describe the essence
of Purim: A king was moving to a new
palace, and his servants carried all the
king's belongings from his old palace to
the new one. The king had many secret
documents. How can they be brought
over safely? Who can guarantee that they
won't be stolen or lost? The king’s men
were cautious, and managed to bring
over the documents to the new palace
without a hitch. Their greatest fear was
to bring over the king's crown. They
decided to place the crown on a simple
wagon, cover it with straw. No one will
guess that the crown is there, and in this

manner deliver it to its new location.

This mashaldescribes Purim. The Arizal
taught that what a Yid accomplishes

when he saysKeser(Kedushah) on Yom
Kippur [which is a very exalted
moment] can be achieved the entire day
of Purim! It’s a very special day, but
it’s also a much concealed day. We
don’t say Kiddush, and work is
permitted. This is to conceal the
greatness of the day from those who
aren’t worthy. But those who do know,
can utilize this day with joy, with the
mitzvos, and with tefillah, and receive

the greatest blessings from Above.

The Torah writes (Vayikra 16:2), àáé ìàå
ùãå÷ä ìà úò ìëá, “The Cohen Gadol can’t
go into the Kodesh Kadoshim at all
times.” He may only go there on Yom
Kippur, when he brings the Yom

Kippur korbanos.

But on Purim each Yid may enter the
Kodesh Kadoshim. As the Shinover Rav
zt’l taught: On Purim every Yid has the
power of tefillah, similar to the Cohen
Gadol, who entered the Kodesh

Kadoshim, on Yom Kippur.

This is hinted at in Megillas Esther
(4:16) where it states,êìîä ìà àåáà ïëáå
úãë àì øùà, “And so I shall go to the
king illegally.” The Sfas Emes zt’l
(Purim æ"ðøú) explains that on Purim we
go to the King, to Hashem, to the
Kodesh Kadoshim, úãë àì øùà, not
according to the laws of the Torah,
which only permits the Cohen Gadol to
go on Yom Kippur. But on Purim, every
Yid has permission to come so close to

Hashem,keviyachol.

The Chasam Soferzt’l (I Drashos
p.156:) writes: Purim is a very great day.
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It is greater than Shavuos, because they
were forced to accept the Torah on
Shavuos. Har Sinai was raised above
their heads, thus requiring them and
forcing them to receive the Torah. On
Purim, the Jewish nation accepted the
Torah from love (seeShabbos88.). So
in that aspect Purim is greater than
Shavuos. Purim is also greater than
Pesach, because Pesach we celebrate
liberation from slavery to freedom, while
on Purim we celebrate salvation from
death to life. Thus, Purim is greater and

holier than Pesach and Shavuos.

It states (Esther 9:18), äúùî íåé åúà äùòå
äçîùå, “He made it a day of drinking and
joy.” It seems it should say,åùòå, “They
made it…” that the Jewish nation made
it a day of rejoicing and joy. The Sfas
Emes (Purim á"ðøú) writes, “Thepasukis
referring to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, for
Hakadosh Baruch Hu celebrates Purim.
He rejoices that Bnei Yisrael was saved
from Haman’sdecree, which was also
decreed in heaven. When thegezeirah
was annulled due to theirteshuvah,
Hashem made it a holiday… Just as we
discuss the miracles that occurred on
Purim, the miracles are discussed in

heaven, as well…”

TefillahTefillahTefillahTefillah onononon PurimPurimPurimPurim

When one speaks to a king, he requests,
he pleas, but he doesn’t demand. It isn’t
derech eretzto demand something from
a king. Yet, we find in the megillah that
Haman demanded from Achashveirosh.

For example, Zeresh told Haman (Esther
5:14), åéìò éëãøî úà åìúéå êìîì øåîà ø÷ááå, “In
the morning tell the king to hang
Mordechai…” She didn’t tell him toask
the king to hang Mordechai, rather "tell
the king…" as though Haman can tell

Achashveirosh what to do.

Haman followed her advice. He came to
Achashveirosh (6:4)êìîì øîàì úà úåìúì
õòä ìò éëãøî, “To tell the king to hang
Mordechai on the gallows…” How could
he do that? How can one tell the king

what to do?

The answer is, Haman became greater
than Achashveirosh. As the Gemara
(Megillah 15.) states,ùøåùçàî ïîä äáâ,
"Haman became greater than
Achashveirosh.” Similarly, theYalkut
Shimoni states that Haman’säîéá, stage,
was higher than Achashveirosh’s. Haman
could therefore tell Achashveirosh
whatever he wants, and Achashveirosh

would be obliged to listen.

Then the miracle occurred,àåä êåôäðå, and
everything turned around. Haman lost his
greatness, and Mordechai and the Jewish
people were raised to greatness.
Therefore, the Shem MiShmuel writes,
on Purim, the Jewish nation have the
ability to, keviyachol, tell Hashem how
things should be. Every Yid becomes
like the tzaddikim, about whom it states,
íéé÷î ä"á÷äå øæåâ ÷éãö, the tzaddik decrees
and Hakadosh Baruch Hu does as they
say. This is our incredible power of

tefillah that we have on Purim.6666

6. However, one must pray before Hashem with the same earnestness and passion as
Haman had when he went to tell Achashveirosh to hang Mordechai.
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The Imrei Noam writes,ùé íéøåô éîéá
ùàø äìòîì ãò ïåöøäå íéîçøä úåøáâúä, “On the
days of Purim [the 14th and the 15th of
Purim] compassion and love is increased
to the highest degrees,” and therefore

they are special days fortefillah.

The Ateres Tzvizt’l taught that one can
accomplish even more on Shushan Purim
than on Purim. We should therefore
expend lots of efforts intefillah on Purim

and on Shushan Purim.

Tzaddikim would say,à èøòåå øòâåîù øòãòé
øåãä ÷éãö, every person, even those at low
levels, becomes like the tzaddik of the
generation, for histefillos are answered

on this day.

Therefore we praise Mordechai in
Shoshanas Yaakov, éãåäéä éëãøî,
“Mordechai the Yid.” On Purim, the
greatest praise is simply being aéãåäé,
because a Yid is like a tzaddik of the

generation on this day.7777

The Pela Yoetz (HaKadmon) writes
that on Purim, even thetefillah of
someone davening beyichudus (by
himself, without a minyan) is beloved
and accepted. This is hinted at in the
pasuk (Esther 9:25), øîà êìîä éðôì äàåááå
äòøä åúáùçî áåùé ..., “When she came
before the king… [she said] may
Haman’s bad plans be foiled…” Hinted
here is even when a person approaches
Hashem alone, without a minyan, the

tefillos are accepted.

It states in Segulas Yisrael, ”I learned

from a gadol z’l that on Purim it is
mesugalto rise early in the morning and
to daven a lot, and to request from
Hashem Yisborach for éðåæîå ééç éðá,
children, health, andparnassah, and for
any other matter. One should pray for
himself and for his relatives, because
Purim is a very greateis ratzon, desired
time, for tefillah, and all worlds are
happy and want to give…” (This
segulah was also taught by the Baal

Shem Tov’s students.)

Rebbe Yitzchak Eizak of Kamarnazt’l
writes, “We received thekabbalah that
during the days of Purim a small
neshamahcan go to theheichal of a
great tzaddik, and no one can stop him.
All his tefillos go up to Keser without
any disturbance… I received this in a
whisper and I am revealing it, like
someone who reveals a secret, because
of my love to the Jewish nation. I
opened up a crack, and there are great

secrets here.”

The Tur (693) writes, “Rav Amramz’l
writes, the custom of the two yeshivos
(two renowned communities) is to say
tachanunon Purim, since it is a day of
miracles (ñð íåé). We were redeemed,
therefore we must ask compassion that

Hashem redeem us once again.”

The halachah is that we don’t say
tachanun on Purim, nevertheless, we
must know that Purim is añð íåé, a day

7. Chazal (Taanis 29:) teach that if one must have a court case with a non-Jew, he should
schedule the date for Adar, because then it is a good mazal for the Jewish nation. This
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of miracles, and we can daven on this
day for thegeulah sheleimahand for all

our needs.

The Mar'eh Yechezkelzt’l teaches that
throughout the year, when one prays for
íééçøëä íéøáã, things that are absolutely
necessary, such as health, food, and the
like, his tefillos will always be answered.
However, when one davens for luxuries,
such as wealth, or other matters, one can
live without, it isn’t certain that Hashem
will grant him his wishes. Heaven will
weigh the cons and the pros and decide

whether to grant him or not.

He writes that this is alluded to in the
pasuk (Yeshaya9:12), éðàå åàø÷é íøè äéäå
òîùà éðàå íéøáãî íä ãåò ,äðòà. The pasuk
is discussing two types oftefillah.
When one prays for matters that he
absolutely needs (such as food,
clothing, and the like) Hashem sayséðàå
äðòà, “I will answer, and grant him his
wishes.” However,íéøáãî íä ãåò, when
one prays for ãåò, extra matters, such
as luxuries, Hashem saysòîùà éðàå, “I
will listen.” Hashem listens and
considers, but it isn’t certain that He

will give him his requests.

Purim is an exception. Even thetefillos
for extravagances will be answered. This
is hinted at in thepasuk (Esther 9:12),
ùòúå ãåò êúù÷á äîå, “What else do you
request, and it will be done.” On Purim
even ãåò êúù÷á, your requests for

unnecessary matters,ùòúå, will be
answered.

It states (Tehillim 22:3), àìå íîåé àø÷à é÷ìà
äðòú, “I call Hashem by day and I wasn’t
answered, éì äéîåã àìå äìéìå, and I call
Hashem at night and I am not silent.”
The Metzudas Dovid explains,éì äéîåã àìå,
I am not silent and I continue to pray,
because mytefillos weren’t answered yet.
Thus the pasuk is discussing someone
who is praying, and finds his prayers

aren't being answered.

The Gemara (Megillah 4.) learns from
this pasuk that one should read the
megillah by day and at night just as the
Yidden prayed for their salvation by day
and at night, in the days of Mordechai

and Esther.

This is surprising, because shouldn’t the
pasuk, which alludes to the Jewish
people’s tefillos in the days of
Mordechai and Esther, refer to when
Hashem answers their tefillos? Why
does this pasuk discuss when Hashem
doesn’t listen to their prayers? We can
answer that after Purim passes, one will
always have the feeling thatäðòú àìå, that
he wasn’t answered. The power of our
tefillah is so great on Purim, and the
possibilities are endless, no matter how
much one receives, he will be left with
the sensation, “But it could have been
so much more! If only I had davened

some more!”

advice is stated for each and every Yid, even for Yidden who are on low levels, and even
for Yidden who are resha’im. Because in Adar, especially on Purim, every Yid is on the
highest level.
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To explain this point with amashal,
imagine someone who came across a
mountain covered with diamonds. He
fills all his pockets with diamonds, tucks
diamonds under his belt, in his hat,
inside his shoes and socks, and he
wishes he had more pockets where he
could put in more diamonds. When he
leaves the site, he is happy with what he
took, but he also has an aching feeling,
“Why couldn’t I take more?” This is the
implication of éì äéîåã àìå ...äðòú àìå. A
feeling that I didn’t get everything I
wanted, because there was so much

more available.

Once, there was a drought, and people
came to the Baal Shem Tovzt’l,
requesting that he pray for rain. The Baal
Shem Tov told his students, "I am unable
to cancel this decree, but there is a
certain person who can. It isn’t very easy
to speak with him, because he is a drunk,
and he is only sober the moment he
wakes up. Then he begins drinking again.
You must catch him in that moment of
sobriety, and ask him to pray for rain."
The students traveled to that Yid and
waited for the opportunity. One morning,
they were present the moment he woke
up. He was alreadyreaching for his
bottle, but his students stopped him. "We
want you to pray for us, it should rain."

"Don’t you see I'm a drunk? Why do you
want me to pray for you?"
"Yes! We need your prayers, because the
Baal Shem Tov told us yourtefillos are

powerful.”

"There must be some mistake."

"There’s no mistake. The Baal Shem Tov
said that only you can help us, and we

beg you to pray for rain…"

The man raised his hands, davened, and
it immediately began to rain.

When the students returned, the Baal
Shem Tov told them, “As you saw, this
man isn't the greatest tzaddik. But he
once did a good deed, and was rewarded
with the power oftefillah. He once took
a bundle of money and set out to commit
a grave sin. Along the way he came
across a poor family sitting on the
roadside. The children were crying, and
the parents looked forlorn. The pitiful
sight roused his mercy, and he asked
them to tell him what happened.
They said, "We couldn’t pay the rent, so
our landlord put us out on the street..."

He asked them how much money they
needed, and they told him. It was the
exact amount of money he had in his
pouch, which he prepared for the
aveirah. He gave them all the money as

a gift, and returned home.

This mitzvah created a commotion in
heaven. In reward, Heaven granted him
the power oftefillah. Whatever he would
daven for, would transpire. But since he
was a sinful person, he might use his
power of tefillah in bad ways. Therefore,
heaven decreed that he be a drunk. In
this manner, he hardly had time and
sobriety to daven. He wasn’t even aware
that he had these special powers of
tefillah. But the Baal Shem Tov knew,
and therefore sent his students to ask him

him to pray for rain.
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The Chidushei HaRim repeated this story
on Purim. He explained that this is the
reason Chazal gave the mitzvah to drink
on Purim. On Purim, everyone has the
great power oftefillah. All one’s requests
on this day will be answered. To conceal
the great gift, Chazal decreed that people
should drink, and they won’t even know

that they have the power oftefillah.

TheTheTheThe TefillosTefillosTefillosTefillos WereWereWereWere AnsweredAnsweredAnsweredAnswered

A magid shiur told me about a student
of his who was falling very low,
spiritually. It seemed that he wasn’t
even putting on tefillin. The magid
shiur spoke with him, tried to help him,
but the boy wasn’t ready to stop his

quick descent.

On Purim, when themagid shiur was
happy with wine, he opened up thearon
kodeshin a beis kneses, and davened and
cried for thatbachur. Since that day, the
bachurchanged. He began to learn Torah
with joy, and in a short time finished a
masechta, and then another one. He
turned around, entirely. Everyone was
surprised. The change is attributed to the

very powerful tefillos on Purim.

A few days before Purim, a group of
yungerleit from Lakewood gathered to
discuss how they would spend the Purim.
Each of them had their own story of
woes they were going through, and they
decided that on Purim they would
increase their tefillos, and merit a
yeshuah. They knew that on Purim,ìë
ãé èùåôä, whatever one asks for,åì íéðúåð,
is given to him. They planned when they
would go to sleep on Purim, when they
would wake up, how muchTehilim they

would say, when they would learn Torah,
and when they would do the mitzvos of
the day. Soon after Purim, each of them
had theiryeshuah, and they publicized it

in a letter.

The wise should do similarly, and
Hashem will fulfill all their needs as

well.

I witnessed the following story. It
happened many years ago in the Belzer
beis medresh in Bnei Brak. On the
night of Purim, the beis medresh was
filled with old and young chassidim.
Some said Tehillim, others learned
Torah, but there was also a group of
young bachurim speaking about
unimportant matters. An olderbachur,
from a very respectable family, told
t\"}:?he boys, “Instead of speaking idle
talk, let’s say Tehillim.” The boys
agreed, and they all saidTehillim with
hislahavus. After the young bachurim
left the beis medresh, this olderbachur
remained behind. He continued saying
Tehillim with immense kavanah. When
he finished the entiresefer Tehillim it

was time to prepare forShacharis.

Immediately after Purim he became
engaged with an extremely prominent
family — a shidduch the family never
dreamed would happen. He merited a
bayis ne’eman beYisraelin the merit of

the Tehillim he said on Purim night.

Rebbe Mordechai of Nadvornazt’l
requested that all of his children should
be Rebbes, and he said that a beis
medresh that doesn’t say the entire
Tehillim on Purim shouldn’t be called a

Nadvorna beis medresh.
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The Beis Aharon (p.48.) writes that with
Tehillim, íéøöîä ìëîå íéúåèùä ìëî úàöì øùôà
íãàì åì ùéù íééåðéùä ìëîå, “With Tehillim,
one can leave all his foolish ways, and
he can be saved from all his problems,
and from all hardships.” This promise
regardingTehillim applies all year round.

All the more so, on Purim.

My grandfather, Rebbe Moshe
Mordechai of Lelovzt’l would also say

a lot of Tehillim on Purim.8888

The Gemara (Megillah 5.) states,òèð éáø
íéøåôá äçîù ìù äòéèð, Rebbe planted a plant

of joy on Purim.”

Generally, planting doesn’t cause joy. As
it states (Tehillim 126:5),äðøá äòîãá íéòøåæä
åøö÷é, “Those who sow with tears reap
with joy.” The harvest is joyous, but not
the sowing, because when one plants,
one isn’t certain it will grow. So what
does it mean when the Gemara says

"Rebbe planted joy on Purim"?

The answer is, whatever one plants on
Purim will definitely grow. Because
when one invests in Torah andtefillah,
happiness and mitzvos, on Purim, it will
certainly bear fruit. Therefore, on Purim,

also the planting is joyous.

ItItItIt isn'tisn'tisn'tisn't HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory

Reb Yechezkel Abramskyzt’l discussed
the following analogy:

It is extremely dangerous to be a spy. He

must be cautious not to rouse suspicion,
while simultaneously collect information
about the country he’s spying. He must
also be cautious when he writes letters to
his homeland, because it is likely that his
letters will be sensored. His letter must
appear as though he is telling about life
in the country he's in, such as who is
getting married and the sites he saw, and
here and there throw in a few code
words. The country that receives the
letter understands the codes, and acquires
the information they seek. They might
discover where the enemy's army is
situated, what their plans are, and so on.

Reb Yechezkel Abramsky tells that the
megillah ends (10:12),åúøåáâå åô÷ú äùòî ìëå
éøáã øôñ ìò íéáåúë íä àåìä ...éëãøî úìåãâ úùøôå
ñøôå éãî éëìîì íéîéä, “The deed and
greatness of Mordechai… behold they
are written in the book of chronicles for
the kings of Maday and Persia.” This
means, history is written in other books.
The purpose of the megillah isn't history,

rather it's hinting to great secrets.

As the Yaaras Dvash (1:3) writes, “Wise
nation who Hashem chose from all other
nations, please don’t thinkMegillas
Esther is a history book, telling the
stories that happened to our
forefathers… It is called øúñà úìâî
because it hasãåàîì úéùàøá éùòî íéøúñ éøúñ,
great secrets of Creation… In addition,
there are many lessons ofmussar,

teaching us how to live.”9999

8. Many people were waiting outside the door of Rebbe Shimon Noson Nota of Lelov zt’l
to bring him mishloach manos, but the Rebbe wasn’t coming out. One chassid, Reb

Matisyahu Deitsch, courageously opened the door and told the Rebbe that many people



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- VayikraVayikraVayikraVayikra ---- ShabbosShabbosShabbosShabbos ZachorZachorZachorZachor 17171717

The Darkei Moshe (693:4) writes that on
Purim morning, if there is a child that
needs abris milah, the bris should be
performed before reading the megillah,
so when thepasukäçîùå äøåà äúéä íéãåäéì
ø÷éå ïåùùå , is read, the child will also be
counted as aéãåäé, for he will be after

his bris.

This halachah clearly demonstrates that
when we read thepasukäøåà äúéä íéãåäéì,
it isn’t solely telling about the past. It is

about the present as well.10101010

MiraclesMiraclesMiraclesMiracles TodayTodayTodayToday

Chazal tell us (Megillah 17) : úà àøå÷ä
àöåé àì òøôîì äìéâîä, “When one reads the

megillah òøôîì, in reverse, he isn’t
yotzeh.” The Baal Shem Tov zy’a
explains thatòøôîì means he reads the
megillah as a miracle of the past that
happened three thousand years ago, and
doesn’t have anything to do with the
present. If one reads the megillah with
that notion in mind, he isn’tyotzeh. We
want to acquire awareness that miracles

are happening to us even now.11111111

The Chidushei HaRimzy’a would often
say: The people who lived in Shushan
during the events stated in the megillah
were aware of Vashti’s refusal to go to
the king, and the ensuing death penalty.
They knew the story of Bigsan and

wanted to bring him mishloach manos, and were waiting for him. The Rebbe replied, “The
avodah of the entire year comes from Purim. Do you want to take that away from me?” The
Rebbe told Reb Matisyahu to close the door.
9. The Baal Shem Tov zy'a was once the Shabbos guest of a wealthy man. The host
honored the Baal Shem Tov immensely, and performed the mitzvah of hachnasas orchim
beautifully. After Shabbos, the Baal Shem Tov thanked him, and asked him to deliver a letter
to someone in a nearby town.
The wealthy man readily agreed. He took the letter and placed it in a secure place, but the
next day he totally forgot about the letter.
Years passed; the wheel of fortune turned, and he lost all his money. He had to sell his
assets in order to support his family.
Once, as he searched for something to sell, he came across the Baal Shem Tov's letter. He
immediately delivered it to the intended address. The letter said, "The man standing before
you is a worthy person. He was once wealthy but lost all his wealth. See what you can do
to help him."
The receiver of the letter helped him start a business, and he became wealthy once again.
Megilas Esther is called a letter, as it states, הזאת  האגרת דברי (Esther 9:26) and it contains
all the messages and inspiration we need to know for our lives.
10. Each person should make certain to be among those who are called ,יהודים so the

pasuk will be written about him, too.
11. The Minchas Elazer of Munkatz zy’a explained יוצא  לא למפרע המגילה את הקורא can mean

“Someone who reads the megillah to pay a debt (from the word (פרעון  he isn’t yotzeh.”
We should listen to the megillah with desire and with love, because we want to listen to the
megillah, not solely because we are obligated to.
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Seresh. When Esther became queen, it
was the talk of the town. But they
thought it was nothing more than current
events, interesting scoops that didn’t
carry too much weight or importance.
When someone came into the beis
medresh to tell what was happening in
Achashveirosh’s palace, the scholars
weren’t interested. They would say,
“Let’s learn Torah. Why should we
discuss current events?” However, in
retrospect, all those episodes, the ones
they thought were trivial andbitul Torah

to discuss became the megillah itself!

This is because everything happens by
Hashem’s Hand, and nothing is trivial.
There are great secrets and miracles
happening every moment, but often it

isn’t understood, only in retrospect.

The Chasam Soferzt’l (Ki Sisa) writes,

“There are many things happening
around the world, and we wonder why is
Hashem doing this? But years later we
understand that everything was for a
purpose. Something good always comes
from what at first seemed unimportant.
This is what happened in the Purim
story: Vashti was killed; Esther was
brought to the palace, and all the
countless details that led up to the
miracles that savedklal Yisrael... There
will come a time when we will see that
everything was chesed. As it states
(Shemos33:23), åàøé àì éðôå éøåçà úà úéàøå
‘You will see My back, but you will not
see My face.’ We only understand
Hashem’s ways when we lookback, and
review what occurred. Then we see that
everything waschesed. But at the time
things occur we don’t understand why

Hashem is doing it.”12121212

12. A poor person was waiting in line to speak with the Tosher Rebbe zt'l. The Tosher
Rebbe was renowned for his deeds of tzedakah, and this pauper was desperately in

need for financial aid. The pauper knew he was next in line, therefore, he was extremely
insulted when the gabai didn’t let him in. Instead, the gabai called for a wealthy person, who
had just arrived, to come in before him. “It figures,” the poor person bitterly thought to
himself. “The wealthy receive honor, while the poor are slighted, and treated like second
class.”
When the wealthy man left the Rebbe’s room, the gabai told the pauper to enter. The pauper
immediately said to the Rebbe, “I thought that at least in Tosh there was truth. I always
knew that the Rebbe honors everyone, the rich and the poor alike. But now I see that even
here there’s no justice. Why did the wealthy person go in before me? Just because he has
money shouldn’t mean that his time is more important than mine, and that he can come in
before me!"
The Rebbe calmed him, and gave him an envelope. The pauper understood that it was filled
with money, he was mollified, and left the Rebbe’s room.
Outside the Rebbe’s house, the pauper and the wealthy man met, and as they were going
in the same direction, the wealthy man offered him a ride. The pauper climbed into the front
seat, buckled himself in, and took out the envelop to see how much money he just received.
The wealthy man recognized the envelope. It was the envelope he had just given the Rebbe.
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Reb Yechiel of Ostraftzazy'a said that
even goyim are capable of recognizing
Hashem’s kindness in retrospect. As the
megillah says íéãäéúî õøàä éîòî íéáøå,
"Many gentiles were converting…"
(8:17). Looking back, they were able to
see Hashem’s many miracles, and they
converted to Judaism. But Yidden should
believe in Hashem even before the

puzzle is complete.13131313

It is written (Devarim1:31-32),äæä øáãîáå
úà ùéà àùé øùàë ê÷ìà 'ä êàùð øùà úéàø øùà

...åðá, "In this desert you saw Hashem

carried you like a father carries his
child…” Hashem led the nation through
the desert like a father who cares for his
son. Manna fell from heaven, the Clouds
of Glory protected them, water came out
of a stone. At such times, awareness of
Hashem is obvious and simple. The Bnei
Yissascharzt’l says that it can’t even be
called emunah – it is knowledge.
Therefore, the nextpasukstates,äæä øáãáå

íëé÷ìà 'äá íéðéîàî íëðéà , for this matter,
you aren’t believing in Hashem.” This is
knowledge, clear awareness of Hashem.

He immediately got out of his car, and returned to the Rebbe. He said, "Why didn’t the
Rebbe at least open the envelope so he would know how much I gave him?"
The Rebbe replied, "Why do I need to know? The poor man who received the money needs
to know, but why do I have to know?”
Soon, the details of the story became clear. When the pauper was waiting in line, the Rebbe
saw him, and understood he was waiting for a donation. But the Rebbe didn’t have any
money available to give him, so he asked the wealthy man to come in first. The Rebbe knew
that the wealthy man would give him a lot of money, and then he could help the pauper.
At that point the pauper understood that the Rebbe called in the wealthy man first, for
his benefit.
This is an example of looking back, and understanding that everything happens for
your good.
We should strive to attain this emunah even before we know the end of the story. Even
before we see that it was for the good, we should believe that it is certainly so.
13. A Holocaust survivor was once speaking speaking out against Hashem with the

Chazon Ish zy'a. The Chazon Ish showed the man a Tosfos and asked him to explain
it. The man looked at the Tosfos and explained it. The Chazon Ish proved to him that his
explanation was wrong. The man tried again, but the Chazon Ish asked a question and
showed him that he still didn’t understand the Tosfos. The Chazon Ish said, "If you can't
even understand a Tosfos, how do you expect to understand Hashem's ways?"
The Alter of Slabodka zt'l said, “When the Rambam omits a halachah from his sefer החזקה) (יד
talmidei chachamim remain awake all night trying to decipher the Rambam, and to explain
why he left out that halachah. They’re certain that there is a reason he omitted this law, that
it didn’t happen by chance, and they strive to make sense of it. “If so,” the Alter of Slobadka
said, “when Hakadosh Baruch Hu seems to have left something essential out from your life
— such as health, parnassah, etc. — why do you suspect it was an error? Why don’t you
realize that everything is being done for a purpose?"



20202020 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- VayikraVayikraVayikraVayikra ---- ShabbosShabbosShabbosShabbos ZachorZachorZachorZachor

Emunah is having faith when matters
aren’t so clear, when we don’t know how
everything is for the good, but we

believe regardless.

With these ideas we can explain the
Mishnah, àöé àì òøôîì äìéâîä úà àøå÷ä
(Megillah 17). The megillah praises
Hashem for the miracles He performs for
us. There are people who only praise
Hashemòøôîì, in retrospect, when they
look back at their lives and see how
everything worked out well, for their
benefit. The Mishnah says,àöé àì,
praising Hashem in this mode isn't
sufficient. Rather, while still going
through hard times praise Hashem. You
don’t understand yet, but believe that it
surely is for your benefit and praise

Hashem even then.

Ve'alVe'alVe'alVe'al HaYeshuosHaYeshuosHaYeshuosHaYeshuos

The Megillah (5) states,åéáäåà úà àáéå çìùéå
åúùà ùøæ úàå, “Haman called for his
friends and for his wife Zeresh…” and
he told them about his wealth, his many
children, and that he was receiving a lot
of honor from the king and queen,äæ ìëå
éì äååù åððéà, “but it all is nothing to me as
long as Mordechai isn’t bowing down to
me.” Zeresh advised Haman to hang

Mordechai on a tall wooden gallows.

The Midrash (9:2) writes, “None of
Haman’s advisors knew how to advise
him like his wife Zeresh. Haman had 365
advisors, corresponding to the days of
the year. Zeresh said, ‘If this person
[Mordechai] is from the Yidden you will
not be able to defeat him, unless you use
wisdom. You must use an approach that
was never used on this nation before. If

you will throw him into a furnace,
Chananyah and his friends were already
saved from a furnace. If you will throw
him into a den of lions, Daniel was saved
from such a situation. If you will jail
him, Yosef was liberated from jail. If you
will put him in a copper pot and light a
fire underneath, Menashah prayed to
Hashem and was saved from exactly that
situation. If you will exile him into the
desert, his ancestors were fruitful and
multiplied in the desert. They were tested
many times, and they passed them all. If
you will blind him, behold Shimshon
killed many Pelishtim when he was
blinded. Rather, hang him, because we
don’t know of anyone from this nation
that was saved from hanging.øáãä áèéå
õòä ùòéå ïîä éðéòá, ‘The idea was good in

Haman’s eyes, and he made theõò.’”

This Midrash is difficult, for didn’t they
realize that Hashem can save Mordechai
from the gallows, just as Hashem saves
from fire, desert, imprisonment, and all

other kinds of dangers?

The Agra d’Kalah (Ekev) explains that
when people speak about a miracle that
happened in the past, it draws down the
wellsprings of that miracle, helping it to
happen again in the present. Zeresh
realized that if Haman will tell
Achashveirosh to drown Mordechai in a
river, the Yidden would study the
parashah of kriyas Yam Suf, and
Mordechai would be saved. If Haman
would attempt to burn him in a furnace,
Yidden would study the story of
Chananya Mishael and Azaryah, who
were saved from the furnace, as stated in
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sefer Daniel, and this would draw down
the miracle again, and Mordechai would
be saved. Therefore Zeresh advised that
they attack Mordechai in a means that
Hashem hadn’t yet shown a miracle.
Thereby, the Jewish nation couldn’t draw

down a miracle by studying about it.

But Hakadosh Baruch Hu made a new
miracle for Mordechai, and saved him

and the Jewish nation.

We understand from this that when one
hears and/or studies the megillah, he will
draw down all the miracles that happened
in those days. They will happen again in

our generation.

Rebbe Yehoshua of Belzzt’l taught, all
yomim tovim are íéøöî úàéöéì øëæ, a
commemoration of what happened in the
past. But about Purim it states (Esther
9:28), íéùòðå íéøëæð äìàä íéîéäå, “these days
are remembered and they happen.” It
isn’t only a commemoration, ratheríéøëæð,
by reading the megillah,íéùòðå, the
miracles happen literally, exactly as
miracles happened in the past. Every
year, there isàåä êåôäðå, and Hashem saves
us from cruel decrees, just as it happened

in those days.

As the Bnei Yissaschar (Adar 4:6)
writes, úàéø÷ éãé ìò äðù ìëá íéìåöðå ,éì äàøðå
ä÷ãöå äìéâî, “They are saved each year by

reading the megillah and because of
their tzedakah.”

The stories and the names of theresha'im
differ in each generation, but the
salvations repeat themselves each year.
We are saved in the merit of the miracles
that happened in the days of Mordechai
and Esther, which we read about and

celebrate today.

The megillah begins with éäéå, an
expression of distresss, and ends with
åòøæ ìëì íåìù øáåãå, an expression of joy.
This means that if before reading the
megillah one was in distress, after
reading the megillah there will be

yeshuosand joy.

Hidden within the megillah are many
concealed prayers and requests.
ThereforeShulchan Aruch( 693:1) states
we sayìá÷úú ùéã÷ (the Kaddish requesting
that Hashem answer ourtefillos) after

hearing the megillah.

The Tiferes Shlomozt’l writes thatäìâî
without aã"åé is gematriyaàìæî. This hints
that with the megillah, one can attainéðá
éðåæîå ééç, children, health, andparnassah,
which these are dependent on one’s

mazal (seeMoed Kattan28.).

The Imrei Yosefzt’l of Spinka says that
the gates of Gan Eden open when the

megillah is read.14141414

14. The Imrei Yosef zy’a told a story that happened "to a chassidishe yungerman in
Spinka." (His son, the Chakal Yitzchak zy’a said that when his father would tell a story,

he would always say the names of the people in the story. However, the Imrei Yosef told
this story without a name. "So, I am certain that he was referring to himself.")
It happened on the second night of Pesach, after the Seder. The Imrei Yosef wasn’t very
tired, and the poskim say that one should remain awake after the Seder, and talk about the
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The Shei’eris Yisrael of Velednikzt’l
teaches that reading the megillah atones
for severe sins, evenúåéøò éåìéâ, adultery.
Therefore it is calledäìéâî, from the

word ...éåìéâ.

The Munkatcher Ravzt’l tells that when
Rebbe Mendel of Riminovzy'a was
imprisoned, they permitted him to take
along one item. The Rebbe requested a
megillah (although it was Tamuz then).
Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz heard about
this and said, "Just not a megillah! Don’t
permit it, or he’ll destroy the entire
world."
The Munkatcher Rav writes that we
should learn from this the great power

that lies within the megillah. We should
realize that when we read the megillah

on Purim we are creating worlds.

The Divrei Shmuel of Slonimzt’l said,
"The tzaddikim of today aren't like those
in the past, but Hashem remains the
same." We should realize that miracles
are still possible, even for us.

TheTheTheThe HolinessHolinessHolinessHoliness ofofofof MegillasMegillasMegillasMegillas EstherEstherEstherEsther

The Rambam (Hilchos Megillah 2:18)
writes, “The sefarim of the nevi’im and
of kesuvimwill become batel (not used)
when Moshiach comes. The exception is
Megillas Esther, which will exist just like

miracles of yetzias Mitzrayim until sleep overtakes you. So he went to the bookcase, and
took out a sefer. It was a Megillas Ester. He read it (apparently because many of the miracles
of Purim happened on Pesach). When he finished, a neshamah came to him with a request.
The neshamah said, “After one dies, it can sometimes take up to twelve months to enter
Gan Eden. As it states in Megillas Esther (2:12-13), ‘Six months with shemen hamor, and
six months with besamim [perfume] and tamrukei hanashim [cosmetics]. And with these, the
girl came to the king.’ Thus,, there is a twelve-month preparation period before going to the
King. But sometimes twelve months are also not sufficient, because the gates of Gan Eden
aren't always open. They open up when Yidden read the megillah.
“There is an annual line-up of neshamos as they wait in line to enter Gan Eden when the
megillah is read.” But this neshamah said that whenever he reached the doors of Gan Eden,
the doors closed. He always arrived just a minute too late.
This happened several times, and for years he was prevented from entering Gan Eden.
He found a solution. He would wait an entire year at the doorway to Gan Eden, so when
the megillah is read, he'll be the first one in line and he would be able to get inside. Now,
it was Pesach, but since the Imrei Yosef read the megillah, this neshamah knocked on the
door of Gan Eden, and requested entry.
The neshamah said, "The megillah is being read and I want to come in."
"It's true that the megillah was read, but it isn't Purim today."
"But the megillah was read," he pleaded.
The issue was debated, and the matter was brought to court. The court ruled that if the Imrei
Yosef will donate this megillah reading for this soul, he may enter Gan Eden. The neshamah
now came to the Imrei Yosef requesting the merits of this megillah reading.
The Imrei Yosef gave him the merits, and the soul was finally able to go to Gan Eden.
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the five books of the Chumash and
Torah shebe’al peh, for it will never
becomebatel.” This hints to the holiness
of the megillah that is compared to the

kedushahof a sefer Torah.

The Chasam Sofer (164.) teaches that the
megillah is holier than thesefer Torah,
because the Torah was accepted by
force, whereas by the miracle of Purim
the Jewish nation accepted the Torah
with desire. This means that the holiness
of the megillah is greater and holier than

the Torah.

In the Chasam Sofer’s words, “Kabalas
haTorah in Moshe’s generation was by
force, and then, in the era of
Achashveirosh, they accepted the Torah
again. Thus thekedushahof the megillah
is ãáëðå ìåãâ øúåé ùîî literally greater than

the holy Torah itself.”

The Kav HaYashar writes (99), “Every
yom tovhas many secrets and immense
holiness. There is a new world above
ãåàî àøåðå ùåã÷ àåäù, which is very holy and
awesome. That world is revealed only
once a year, and it begins to be revealed
when the megillah is read. Mordechai’s
neshamahcomes from that world. We
must rouse [Hashem’s] compassion that
that world should be revealed and that it
shines on the heads of the Jewish nation
who gather to listen to the megillah with

a pure heart and withkavanah.”

The Kav HaYashar explains that the

brachah äìéâî àø÷î ìò means that we are
àø÷î calling for the äìéâî, revelation of
that world, and the tzibbur should answer

amen to thisbrachahwith kavanah.

KabbalasKabbalasKabbalasKabbalas HaTorahHaTorahHaTorahHaTorah

Many laws and customs of Purim are
related to studying Torah.

The Chasam Sofer (Drushim p.245)
writes, “I received from Reb Mendele
Lilig zt’l the Rav of Frankfort who
received the tradition from theá÷òé áù,
that whoever studies Torah between the
megillah reading at night and the
megillah of the morning, it is certain that
he will merit Olam haBa.”
The Chasam Sofer concludes,éúìá÷ ïë
àîòè àðòãé àìå àîúñ, “That is how I
received it, without explanation. I don’t
know the reason.”15151515

The Rema (695:2) writes,èòî ÷åñòì áåè
äúéä íéãåäéì øáãì êîñå ,äãåòñä ìéçúéù íã÷ äøåúá
äøåú åæ äøåà ïðéùøãå ,äçîùå äøåà, “One should
learn Torah before eating the Purim
meal, because it states,äøåà äúéä íéãåäéì
äçîùå, and äøåà is Torah (Megillah 16:).”

The custom is to study the laws of
Pesach, because Purim is thirty days
before Pesach, the time one begins

studying the laws of Pesach.

The Chasam Soferzt’l (Drashos, Purim
5906) said that Purim is two days, the
14th for the open cities and the 15th
for the walled cities, so there will

15. Bederech tzachus we can certainly say that if one learns Torah between the
megillah of Purim daytime until next year’s megillah, Purim night, he will certainly

merit Olam haBba.
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always be Torah study in the world.
When one community is celebrating
Purim, the other community will be

studying Torah.16161616

The Gemara (Shabbos88.) teaches that
when the Torah was given, the Jewish
nation received the Torah by force
(because Hashem put the mountain over
them and forced them to accept it). On
Purim they accepted the Torah from
love. Rashi writes,ñðä úáäàî. They were
roused from the miracles of Purim to
accept the Torah with love and desire.

The Kedushas Levi (Kedushah Rishonah)
discusses thekabbalas HaTorahaspect
of Purim, and writes, “Therefore one’s
heart should have hislahavus when
reading the megillah. He should intend
when he reads the megillah that he is
accepting the responsibilities of Torah
and mitzvos. He should intend that what
happened until now is foregone, and now

he accepts Hashem’s mitzvos anew.”

The Kedushas Levi explains that one

must remember that Purim is like Yom
Kippur, a day of atonement. And “the
best time for teshuvah is when the
megillah is being read, because that is
when Hakadosh Baruch Hu purifies Bnei

Yisrael from above.”

Rebbe Yiddele of Dzhikovzt’l tells that
one year he was listening to his
grandfather, the Ahavas Yisrael, read
Megillas Esther. When the Ahavas
Yisrael came to the words (3:3),äúà òåãî
êìîä úåöî úà øáåò, “Why are you
transgressing the king’s command?” the
man standing next to the Ahavas Yisrael
began to cry. This person was the
philanthropist, Reb Shmuel Eliyahu Stern
z’l. He was roused toteshuvah, and he
asked himselfêìîä úåöî úà øáåò äúà òåãî,
“Why are you rebelling against the

King’s commands?”

Rebbe Yiddele Djikover said that he
didn’t know who to look at: At his
grandfather, the Ahavas Yisrael, who
was reading the megillah with
kedushah and teharah, or at Reb

16. One of the primary sins of the Jewish nation that brought about Haman’s decree was
that they partook in Achashveirosh’s feast. Yet, at this feast Vashti was killed, which

prepared a place for Esther, setting the stage for the miracles and future salvation. We
wonder how the salvation can come and be prepared at the same time they were doing the
sin that caused the decree?
The Ben Yehoyadah (Megillah 12:) answers: The pasuk (1:10) states, המלך  לב כטוב השביעי ביום 

,ביין  “On the seventh day, when Achashveirosh’s heart was happy with wine… he called for
Vashti…” The Gemara says that this seventh day was Shabbos, a day when the Jewish
nation eats and drinks and speak Torah and praises to Hashem, unlike the goyim who eat
and drink and speak nivul peh and foolish speech. At this meal, the Jewish people said
Torah and sang Shabbos zemiros, while the goyim discussed foolishness. This merit saved
them. Therefore, the beginning of the salvation began at that time.
This explanation is yet another indication to the central point of Torah in the miracle and the
holiday of Purim. In the merit of Torah, the miracles occurred.
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Shmuel Eliyahu who was pouring his
heart out in teshuvah.

The Satmar Rebbezt’l said that it would
be worthwhile for a person to live
seventy years, to go through all the
hardships of life, to hear the megillah

just once.

And fortunate are those who merited
hearing the Satmar Rebbe as he read the
megillah, word by word, with an
outpouring of his soul. When he came to
the words (4:11), ìà àåáì éúàø÷ð àì éðàåêìäî ,
“I wasn’t called to come to the king…”
he would cry greatly, until it was hard to
hear the words. Similarly, he would cry
copiously when he would say (3:2),éëãøîå
äååçúùé àìå òøëé àì, “And Mordechai

wouldn’t bow down [to Haman].”

AngerAngerAngerAnger

Several times in the Torah, Rashi writes
"Any word that needs a 'ì at its
beginning, the Torah [instead] places a'ä
at the end" (seeBereishis 14:10 and
32:4). For example,äîéøöî meansíéøöîì,
to Mitzrayim. äðøç meansïøçì, to Choron.

Rebbe Mendel of Vorkehzy’a (who was
called the shtiller Rebbe, the quiet
Rebbe, because he was extremely quiet
and careful with his speech) asked, what
does the Torah gain by placing a'ä at the
end of the word, instead of placing a'ì

at the beginning? If it would be fewer
letters it would be understood, since the
Torah uses the minimum amount of
letters and words. But the amount of
letters remains the same:íéøöîì has six
letters, and so doesäîéøöî. What’s gained
by writing a 'ä at the end instead of
placing a'ì at the beginning of the word?

Rebbe Mendel of Vorke answers that
this teaches us that when one must say
something, it’s better to say it later

than sooner.

By delaying your words until later, your
words will often be spoken in a softer
tone. A 'ä has a soft sound, and'ì has
a strong sound. The Vorker Rebbe
taught that this implies that by
postponing your words, they will be

spoken later in softer tone.

Therefore, when someone did something
wrong to you, and you feel you must
rebuke him, it is better if you can push
off speaking with him for a while. If
you will speak immediately, you’re
likely to get angry. If you push it off
for later, your words will be softer,
wiser, better expressed, and it’s more
likely the recipient will accept what you

are saying.17171717

The Sefer Chassidim writes, "A story
happened with a son who honored his

17. A rebbe in cheder once came late into class, and all the children immediately scurried
to their places to learn Torah. There was one child who pointed at his watch with

immense excitement. The rebbe took it that the child was rebuking him for coming late, and
obviously that was a terrible chutzpah. The rebbe wanted to reprimand the child, but then
he reminded himself that one should push off his words for later. So the rebbe decided that
he wouldn’t make an issue out of the matter, but later during the break, he would speak to
the child.



26262626 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- VayikraVayikraVayikraVayikra ---- ShabbosShabbosShabbosShabbos ZachorZachorZachorZachor

father immensely. The father said, 'You
honored me in my lifetime, I want you
to honor me after my death, as well. This
is what I request from you: Don’t speak
when you’re angry. Don’t do anything

before you sleep a night.'

"The father died, and the son traveled
overseas, and was away for many years.
He didn’t know that his wife was

pregnant with a child.

"One night, he returned to his hometown.
He went up to his wife's bedroom [and
from behind the door] he heard a man
speaking to his wife…. He drew his
sword, ready to kill them both, but then
he remembered his father's will that he
shouldn’t become angry immediately. So
he returned the sword to its sheath. Then,
he heard his wife say 'It's many years
since your father left me. If he knew he

The entire time the rebbe was teaching, that child kept looking at his watch, touching it, and
playing with it. The rebbe understood that the child was once again hinting to him that he
came late. The rebbe thought, "I spoke with this child a few weeks ago about chutzpah and
proper conduct, and I thought he would improve, but now I see that he’s still insolent in his
ways." The rebbe controlled his anger until the break.
The bell rang, indicating the first break of the day. The child excitedly pointed at his watch
and called out, "Rebbe! Look! My father bought me a new watch!"
The rebbe then realized that the child wasn't being insolent at all. He was sharing his good
fortune. If the rebbe would have responded immediately with anger, the child would have
been devastated. Time enabled him to learn the true story.
This is one of the reasons pushing off anger is essential. One needs time to acquire all the
information before one delivers rebuke to others. Many times misunderstandings will clear
up after having found the missing pieces of information.
A week after the sheva brachos, someone asked his son-in-law to lend him fifty shekels.
The new son-in-law gave him the money, and then he whispered to his wife, "We'll see
whether it will ever come back." The father-in-law overheard and was insulted. "Why does
he suspect that I won't pay him back? Does he consider me a dishonest crook?"
The father-in-law was also concerned for his daughter’s happiness. He thought, "My daughter
is apparently married to someone who doesn’t think straight." For the next few weeks, the
father-in-law didn’t sleep well at night.
One day, the father-in-law couldn’t contain himself any longer, so he asked his daughter
straight-out, "Why did your husband say, 'we'll see whether the money will come back'? Does
he suspect that I'm a crook?"
Laughing, the daughter said, "My husband has a game. He writes his name on his bills to
see whether they’ll come back to him again."
By holding his anger in check, and allowing time to pass, the father-in-law found out what
truly happened. He discovered that there was absolutely no reason for his anger. If he would
have immediately reproached his son-in-law with anger it might have burned bridges and
ruined an otherwise good relationship that he had with his son-in-law.
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has a son, he would return home to
marry you off.'

"When he heard this, he said, 'Open the
door, my wife and friend' (Shir HaShirim
5:2). Blessed is Hashem for preventing
me from becoming angry, and blessings
to my father who told me to check my
anger for a night, because otherwise I
would have killed both of you.' They
were extremely happy and they
celebrated with the entire community."

Achashveirosh is renowned for his
unbridled anger. When Vashti didn’t
come to his party, he became furious. As
it says, åá äøòá åúîçå ãàî êìîä óåö÷éå, "the

king became very angry, and his wrath
burned in him" (1:12). At Esther's party,
Achashveirosh was angry again; this time
at Haman. As it says,åúîçá í÷ êìîäå, "the
king stood up in his wrath" (7:7).
Achashveirosh wasn't familiar with
pushing off anger for later, and therefore,
when he was angry with Vashti and with
Haman, he assassinated them right away.
If he allowed himself some time to think
things over, he would have reconsidered

and changed his mind.18181818

The Vilna Gaon zt’l teaches that
Achashveirosh ordered Haman hung due
to a misunderstanding. The megillah
states,íâ êìîä éðôì íéñéøñä ïî ãçà äðåáøç øîàéå

18. The Gemara tells that Achashveirosh asked the talmidei chachamim of Klal Yisrael
for counsel, how to react to Vashti's refusal to come to his party, but the chachamim

didn’t want to answer. They said, "If we tell Achashveirosh to kill her, tomorrow when his
wine wears off, he will remember her and hold us responsible…" (Megilah 12:). They knew
that he acted on impulse.
The Ben Ish Chai gives a mashal of a king who used to dress up like a regular civilian, and
together with his advisor, walk around incognito in the streets of his capital to hear what the
simple folk were saying. Once, the king said he wanted to go to the hospital. They met there
a patient in immense pain. The king and his advisor asked him what happened. The ill
person replied he was bitten by a wild dog.
"Isn't there a cure for that?"
"There is," the ill patient said. "It's to take out the liver from the dog that bit me, while the
dog is alive. When I eat that liver, I'm cured."
"So why are you so upset? You have a solution!"
The ill patient explained, "When the dog bit me, I was so angry, I killed it right away…"
They left the hospital, and the advisor felt that they had wasted a day. "I knew the hospital
is the wrong place to go. They don’t speak politics there. Why did you expect to gain by
going to the hospital?"
The king said that he learned a lot on that outing.
"What did you learn?" the advisor asked, incredulously.
"I learned to control my anger. Look at what happened to that person who responded with
immediate anger towards the dog? He only harmed himself, because he ruined his cure. I
learned to push off responding until the next day, and not to act hastily in anger.
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ìò áåè øáã øùà éëãøîì ïîä äùò øùà õòä äðä
êìîä øîàéå äîà íéùîç äåáâ ïîä úéáá ãîò êìîä
...ïîä úà åìúéå åéìò åäìú, "Charvonah said…
'Behold the gallows that Haman made for
Mordechaiwho said good about the king
is standing in Haman's home, fiftyamos
high.' The king said, 'Hang him on it'…"
(8:9-10). Achashveirosh thought that
Haman said,êìîä ìò áåè øáã, “The gallows
are good for King Achasvheirosh.” He
didn’t take the time to understand thatøáã
êìîä ìò áåè means that Mordechai spoke
good about King Achashveirosh. Due to
this misunderstanding he immediately

ordered Haman's murder.

Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz zy'a
(renowned for his wisdom and wit) had
an empty tabak pushkeh (snuffbox)
which he would often hold in his hands.
Sometimes he would open and close its
lid. One of his chassidim asked about
the box. He replied, "When I’m about to
get angry, I open the lid and place my
anger inside. Two hours later, I open the
lid again to reassess the issue, and to
decide whether the issue warrants anger

or not."19191919

An expensive vase broke in the home of
Reb Efraim Margolioszt’l (renowned for
his sefarimMatteh Efraim, Yad Efraim,
and others). His wife was very upset
about this, but he remained calm. She
asked him, "How can you be so calm?
We just lost so much money?"

He replied, "Ask me this question in a
year from now and then I'll explain."

Exactly a year later, she asked him for
an explanation.

He asked her, "Are you still upset about
the vase?"

“That happened a year ago. It doesn’t
bother me anymore.”

He replied, "Your father chose me to be
his son-in-law because he said I'm an
iluy (genius) and I grasp matters quickly.
When the vase broke, I immediately
grasped how I would feel today, a year
later, and that's why I didn’t let it bother

me then."

ProcrastinatingProcrastinatingProcrastinatingProcrastinating

The Gemara (Megillah 15:) quotes
several tana'im and amora'im who
explained the reason Esther invited
Haman to her party. There are twelve
opinions, and then the Gemara concludes
that Raba bar Avuha found Eliyahu and
asked him, "Why did Esther invite
Haman?"
Eliyahu replied that it was for of all the

reasons the Gemara enumerates.

These are the twelve reasons (why Esther
invited Haman) stated in the Gemara:

1) She knew thatresha'im have their
downfall at a party.

2) When she was young and living in

19. There are other approaches that tzaddikim used to postpone reacting to anger. One
approach is to place water in your mouth so you can't speak. Another approach is to

have a suit that is used solely for when getting angry. When you feel you just have to rebuke
someone, put on that suit first. By the time you put it on, you will have reconsidered.
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her parent's home, she heard cheder
children chanting thepasuk, "if your
enemy is hungry, feed him bread…"

(Mishlei 25:21).

3) She wanted Haman to be busy, so
he wouldn’t have time to take
advantage of his success, and seek to

rebel against Achashveirosh.

4) She invited Haman, so no one would
suspect that she’s a Yid.

5) She did this, so the Jewish people
should pray to Hashem for their
salvation, and not say, "We have a sister

in the palace."

6) She wanted Haman near her all the
time. Perhaps she could cause him to err

in some matter before the king.

7) She invited Haman to rouse Hashem's
compassion [that she needs to belittle
herself and befriend arasha], so Hashem
would perform a miracle and save the

Jewish nation.

8) Esther's plan was to rouse
Achashveirosh's jealousy, and then both
Haman and Esther would be killed. That
would save the Jewish people, since the
law was that when one of the people who
enacted a decree dies, the decree

becomes void.

9) Achashveirosh was a fickle king,
always changing his mind. Esther
thought, “If I convince Achashveirosh
to murder Haman, Achashveirosh might
change his mind by the time they
catch Haman.” Therefore, she wanted

Haman with them, so he would be
killed right away.

10) She wanted everyone to be jealous of
Haman. Achashveirosh should be jealous
of the attention Esther was giving him,
and the government officials should be
jealous of Haman for receiving extra
honors. When everyone has bad feelings
towards Haman, it will be easier to bring

about his death.

ïåàâ øáù éðôì (11 (Mishlei 16:18). This
means that Hashem raisesresha'im up
very high, so their downfall will be even
greater. Therefore, Esther raised
Haman's honor, as a preparation for his

great downfall.

12) Esther knew that whenresha'im
drink they are punished.

We now understand why Esther invited
Haman to her party. But why was Haman
happy about it, as it states,íåéá ïîä àöé ÷
"çîù àåää that day Haman went outside
happy" (Esther 5:9)? And it states,çìùéå
úà ïîä íäì øôñéå åúùà ùøæ úàå åéáäà úà àáéå
øîàéå ...êìîä åìãâ øùà ìë úàå åéðá áøå åøùò ãåáë
äúùîä ìà êìîä íò äëìîä øúñà àéáä àì óà ïîä
íò äì àåø÷ éðà øçî íâå éúåà íà éë äúùò øùà
êìîä, "Haman called for his friends and
for his wife, Zeresh, and he told them
about his wealth, his many children, and
that the king made him great… And
Haman said, 'Esther didn’t invite anyone
to the party she made for the king
besides from me, and also tomorrow, she
invited me with the king…'" (5:10-11).
Haman was obviously very proud of the
honor he was receiving, but why didn’t
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he suspect that Esther was scheming
against him?

We can answer that when Haman heard
Esther sayøçî, that she wants to speak
with the king tomorrow (see Esther 5:8)
Haman wasn't afraid anymore. Esther
was speaking like Amalek, who saysøçî,
"do it tomorrow, and not today." As it
states,øçî ÷ìîòá íçìä àöå, which can be
translated, "go fight a war against
Amalek who always procrastinates and
says øçî, I'll do it tomorrow, but not
today" (17:9). Since Esther spoke the
language of Amalek, Haman didn’t
suspect that she was plotting against him.

The lesson is, when a mitzvah comes
your way, do it right away.

When Amalek attacked the Jewish
nation, Moshe said to Yehoshua that they
would fight a war tomorrow. As it states
(Shemos17:9), ÷ìîòá íçìä àöå íéùðà åðì øçá
øçî, "Choose people, and go out and fight

with Amalek tomorrow."

That was an error, because a mitzvah
should be performed immediately.
Therefore, it states that Moshe’s raised
hands in tefillah were essential for the
Yidden to win the war, however,äùî éãéå
íéãáë, Moshe's hands were heavy…"
(17:12) and Aharon and Chur supported

his arms, so they could win the war.

The Targum Yonoson explains,äùîã éåãéå
àåää àîåéá æøãæà àìå øçîì àáø÷ áëòã ììâá ïî ïéø÷é
éåìöá ïåäô÷æéîì ìéëé éåä àìå ìàøùéã àð÷øåôìì,
"Moshe's hands were heavy because he
pushed off the war until the next day and

he didn’t act swiftly to save the Jewish
people. Therefore, he wasn't able to raise

his hands in prayer…"

Therefore, when we are inspired to
improve, there's no better time than the
present. Often, it’s a good beginning to
just make akabalah to improve slightly
in the area you want to improve in. But
it shouldn’t be pushed off for later, for

that is the ways of Amalek.

Haman’sHaman’sHaman’sHaman’s GoralGoralGoralGoral

Purim is named for theøåô, for the lots
that Haman drew, when he chose a date
to annihilateklal Yisrael. As it states,ìò
øåôä íù ìò íéøåô åìàä íéîéä åàø÷ ïë, “Therefore
they called these days Purim, because of

the goral…” (9:26).

This needs explanation. Thegoral, when
Haman was planning the annihilation,
rachmana litzlan, was a bad moment for
the Jewish nation. Why should we name
the holiday for that moment? Wouldn’t
it make more sense to name theyom
tov after some aspect that brought about

the salvation?

The Bnei Yisaschar explains that the
goral was a momentous time, and it did
bring about the miracle. One makes a
goral when he wants to make a decision
that isn’t based on logic. During the era
of Mordechai and Esther, the Yidden
sinned (by enjoying the seudah of
Achashveirosh, and by bowing down to
Nevachadnezzar’s idol, as discussed in
the Gemara) and it was decreed on them
äéìë, annihilation, rachmana litzlan.
When Haman drew agoral and chose a
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date without reason, this prompted
Hashem to remember that He chose us
without reason, and therefore He will
continue to love us, despite our sins.
Logic and reason may declare that
Hashem shouldn’t have compassion on
us, but thegoral reminded Hashem that
He chooses us without rhyme and
reason. Just because this is His choice,
and therefore He continues to love the

Jewish nation.

The Bnei Yissaschar explains, “When
one chooses one object from among
others, he has a reason and explanation.
There is a reason why he chose this item
over the others. But when one chooses
by a goral, the choice cannot be
explained rationally. His choice is
whatever thegoral dictates; there’s no

logic behind it.

“When Hashem created the world, He
chose the Jewish people to be the
purpose of Creation. It wasn’t because of
our mitzvos and good deeds, sinceklal
Yisrael weren’t in existence yet. We
don’t know why Hashem chose us. It is
simply because this was His will…”
Making such decisions, without logic
was reawakened when Haman made his

goral, a decision without logic.

The Baal HaTanyazt’l teaches that on
Yom Kippur the korban was chosen by
a goral — a choice without a reason —
to prompt Hashem to remember the time
when He chose us without reason; just
because He wanted us. The Bnei

Yissaschar says that this also happened
on Purim when Haman drew lots. He
thought the lots were a tragedy for the
Jewish nation, but it was actually the

basis for their salvation.

It is fitting to call this holiday Purim,
named for the lots. It was Haman’s lots
that roused Hashem’s unconditional love
to us, and the ultimate salvation of the
Jewish nation. As we say in thetefillah
after reading the megillah on Purim
night, åðéøåôì êôäð ïîä øåô éë, Haman’sgoral,

turned out to be our good fortune.

We can give another explanation why
Purim is namedíéøåô, for the goral. The
Gemara (Megillah 15) teaches, “Why
did Esther invite Haman to the party?
Reb Nechamya answered, ‘So the
Yidden wouldn’t say, ‘We have a sister
in the palace’ and rely on that. When
the Yidden saw Esther befriending
Haman, they lost hope in her, and turned
their eyes to Hashem, and that’s what

saved them.

Similarly, tzaddikim said thatäìéâî comes
from the word ìåâ, to roll, as it states
(Tehillim 22:9), åäèìôé 'ä ìà ìåâ, “Roll
[your problems] onto Hashem and He
will save you.” The megillah teaches us
to place our trust in Hashem, and when

we do, that brings our salvation.

With these ideas, we can begin to explain
how Haman’s goral also caused the
Jewish nation to turn their eyes to
Hashem. The Gemara (Megillah 13)
states, “When Haman’sgoral fell on
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Adar he was extremely happy. He said,
‘The lot fell on the month when Moshe

Rabbeinu died.’”

The Maharal (Or Chadosh) explains,
“Everything has a time limit how long it
will endure. Haman drew lots to discover
the date the Jewish nation would end,
and it fell on the month that Moshe
Rabbeinu wasniftar. Haman was happy
because he thought this meant thatklal
Yisrael’s existence would also expire in
Adar. He thought that Adar, the last
month of the year, denotes,chas
veshalom, the end of the Jewish people.”

Haman’s theory seemed logical. Where
did he go wrong? The Maharal explains
that Haman didn’t know that when a Yid
has a sorrow, and he sees that there is no
hope, he places his trust in Hashem, and
when a Yid trusts in Hashem he is

immediately saved.20202020

Therefore, thegoral, in a way, was a
positive moment for the Jewish nation,

because it caused them to turn to
Hashem. And when Yidden turn to

Hashem, they are saved.21212121

We can offer yet a third explanation why
Purim is namedíéøåô, for the goral:

Purim reminds us that although our life
seems to be running according to the
rules of nature, Hashem is leading us and
is in control of each detail. Thus, we
discover that it’s not because I work hard
that I have parnassah, and it isn't
because the doctors do a fine job that the
ill are cured, rather everything happens
by Hashem's will. On Purim we discover
that we can shut off our mind and let
Hashem lead us (if it weren't for our
obligation to dohishtadlus). It’s anyway
not our minds and our plans that bring
us our success; it’s exclusively Hashem's
blessings. Purim is named for the lots, to
remind us that things don’t happen by
our thoughts, but as they are planned

from Above, by Hashem’s decree.

20. The Maharal explains, bitachon unites a Yid to the source of life, to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, Who is eternal.

21. This is the reason Zeresh said to Haman, לו תוכל לא מרדכי... היהודים  מזרע ,אם “If
Mordechai is from the seed of Yehudah…you will not succeed” (6:13). The nature of

a seed is that it first rots in the ground, and then it sprouts and grows. This indicates that
even when the Jewish nation goes through hard times, afterwards they always sprout and
grow even greater than before.
The Maharal (Or Chadosh) gives an explanation for the drinking on Purim. A drunk feels
weak and helpless. When you feel this way, you recognize that you need Hashem's help —
and that is a recipe for salvation. When a person is aware that he needs Hashem's
compassion, he can’t manage on his own, that is when he will merit the greatest salvations.
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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Tzav 5779

(for a year when Shabbos HaGadol 

and Tzav coincide) 

Shabbos HaGadol and the 

Mitzvah of Tzitzis 

Introduction 

 אשר כסותך כנפות ארבע על לך תעשה גדילים

בה תכסה , you shall take for yourselves 

twisted threads on the four corners of 

your garment with which you cover 

yourself (Devarim 22:!2)  

With Purim behind us, we are now 

beginning to approach Pesach, and the 

Shabbos prior to Pesach is referred to as 

Shabbos HaGadol, the Great Shabbos. 

Isn’t every Shabbos great? What is so 

special about this Shabbos that it earns 

its own title? The Halacha teaches us 

that on the Shabbos prior to the Jewish 

People being redeemed from Egypt, 

HaShem instructed the Jewish People to 

take a sheep and tie it to their beds. 

Given the fact that the sheep was the 

deity of the Egyptians, the Egyptians 

were distressed to hear from the Jewish 

People that their deity would be 

slaughtered. Nonetheless, the Egyptians 

were powerless to confront the Jewish 

People, and this was cause for 

celebration. Thus, every year, on the 

Shabbos prior to Pesach, we celebrate 

this event by referring to the Shabbos as 

Shabbos HaGadol. There are a number 

of difficulties with this explanation. 

First, what was the significance of tying 

the sheep to the bed? Furthermore, how 

does the idea of tying the sheep to the 

bed correlate to the name Shabbos 

HaGadol? 

The mitzvah of tzitzis is related to the 

exodus 

The word gadol, besides the usual 

translation of greatness, is also 

associated with the word gedil. It is said 

(Devarim 21:12) gedilim taaseh lach al 

arba kanfos kesuscha asher tichaseh bah, 

you shall take for yourselves twisted 

threads on the four corners of your 

garment with which you cover yourself. 

In the parasha that discusses the mitzvah 

of placing strings on one’s garments, the 

Torah uses the word tzitzis. Nonetheless, 

here in Devarim the Torah chose to use 

the word gedilim to describe these 

threads. Perhaps the different 

terminology alludes to the idea that the 

exodus from Egypt was a kindness from 

HaShem. The attribute of Gedulah, 

greatness, is associated with the attribute 

of chesed, kindness.  

A Chasid is one who performs chesed 

with HaShem 

The Jewish People informed the 

Egyptians that they would be 

slaughtering their god and the Egyptians 
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were powerless to prevent this. HaShem 

instructed the Jewish People to tie the 

sheep to their beds, as the act of tying 

symbolized the idea that the Jewish 

People would be reconnecting with 

HaShem. The Zohar states that a chasid, 

normally translated as one who is pious, 

is one who performs chesed with his 

creator. Thus, by performing HaShem’s 

commandments and tying the sheep to 

the bed, the Jewish People were 

performing an act of chesed with 

HaShem. We can now better understand 

why the Torah uses the word gedilim 

regarding the mitzvah of tying threads to 

a four cornered garment. At the end of 

parsahas Shelach, after discussing the 

mitzvah of placing tzitzis on the four 

cornered garment, it is said (Bamidbar 

15:) limaan tizkiru vaasisem es kol 

mitzvosai vihyisem kedoshim 

leiElokeichem ani HaShem Elokeichem 

asher hotzeisi eschem meieretz 

Mitzrayim lihyos lachem leElokim ani 

HaShem Elokeichem, so that you may 

remember and perform all My 

commandments and be holy to your G-d. 

I am HaShem, your G-d, Who has 

removed you from the land of Egypt to 

be a G-d unto you; I am HaShem your 

G-d. The mitzvah of tzitzis is directly 

related to the exodus from Egypt. The 

Torah does not expound on the 

association between the mitzvah of 

tzitzis and the exodus. It would seem, 

however, that the association between 

the two is that the exodus was predicated 

on HaShem’s kindness to us. In a similar 

vein, the mitzvah of tzitzis reflects the 

idea that we connect ourselves to 

HaShem. Thus, the word gedil, which 

means thread, is associated with 

gedulah, the attribute of kindness that 

HaShem exhibits towards us.  

The Egyptians were cut off from 

HaShem and the Jewish People were 

reconnected to HaShem 

There is another connection between the 

mitzvah of tzitzis and the exodus from 

Egypt. Rashi writes that the word 

ticheiles, translated as turquoise wool, is 

derived from the word tichla, which 

means death. This refers to the death of 

the Egyptian first born. Perhaps the 

meaning of this cryptic association 

between tzitzis and the death of the 

firstborn is that the Egyptians were cut 

off from the connection to HaShem, 

whereas the Jewish People were now 

strengthened in their connection to 

HaShem.  

The Shabbos connection  

We have seen that the word gadol relates 

directly to the exodus from Egypt, as the 

exodus was brought about through 

HaShem’s kindness to us and through 

our kindness to HaShem by performing 

His commandment of tying the sheep to 

the bed. This idea of HaShem’s kindness 

towards us and our acts of kindness to 

Him is reflected in Shabbos. Throughout 

the week we may find ourselves 

disconnected from HaShem, as we face 

the struggles of earning a livelihood and 

we are confronted with various 

temptations that are obstacles in serving 

HaShem. Shabbos, however, is the 
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Secret of Oneness and unity, and this is a 

time when we reconnect to HaShem and 

experience His kindness to us. Thus, this 

Shabbos is given the appropriate title of 

Shabbos HaGadol, which we can now 

translate as the Shabbos of HaShem’s 

Attribute of Kindness. HaShem should 

allow us to perform acts of kindness 

towards Him, and in turn He will 

demonstrate His kindness towards us 

and redeems us with the arrival of 

Moshiach Tzidkeinu, speedily, in our 

days.  

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Ki Eshmera Shabbos 

This zemer was composed by the great 

medieval commentator and poet 

Avraham Ibn Ezra whose name is found 

in the acrostic of the verses. The Zemer 

focuses on Halachic aspects of the 

Shabbos observance.  

 ָנַתן ִראׁשֹון ְלֹדר ִהנֵּה ְלַנְפִׁשי נֹוֶפׁש ָתִמיד ֶאְמָצא ּבֹו

ת. ְקדֹוִׁשי ת מֹופֵּ  ְּבָכל ָכָכה ַּבִשִשי ִמְׁשֶנה ֶלֶחם ְּבתֵּ

ְמזֹוִני ַיְכִפיל ִׁשִשי , through it I can always 

find refreshment for my soul. Behold! – 

to the first generation my Holy One gave 

a wondrous proof.: By giving doubled 

food on the sixth day. So may He double 

my food on every sixth day. The author 

offers up a prayer that HaShem should 

double his portion on every Friday. 

While the Gemara (Beitzah 17a) states 

that Shabbos is firm and established, i.e. 

HaShem established Shabbos as the 

seventh day of the week at the time of 

creation, we must still pray that HaShem 

grant us all the “benefits” of Shabbos. 

These benefits include Shabbos being 

the source of all blessing and that on 

Erev Shabbos we receive a double 

portion to compensate for not working 

on Shabbos. 

Shabbos Stories 

Take a broom 

The Steipler Gaon, Rabbi Yisrael 

Yaakov Kanievsky, was a paradigm of 

holiness. The stories about his sanctity 

were well known throughout the Torah 

community. At seventeen, he had 

already survived the Russian army 

without compromising Shabbos or 

Kashrus.  

The Steipler was not known for lengthy 

conversation. He had lost his hearing 

standing as a sentry on freezing Siberian 

nights during his tenure in the Czar's 

army. People would write questions to 

him or beseech him to pray on behalf of 

the sick or unfortunate. The Steipler 

would read the note, hardly lift his eyes 

from the large volume on his old table, 

and would start to pray. He would often 

condense his advice into one or two 

sentences, but it would be potent. People 

asked, and he gave answers. Within 

days, miraculous salvation came. And so 

did the people. They stood in lines 

outside his modest home, and the very 

old man would find the time to see 

anyone who walked in with the problems 

of the world bearing down on his or her 

shoulder.  

An aspiring young man, whose quest 

was to be as great a scholar as the 
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Steipler himself, came with a problem. 

The young man felt that this particular 

predicament was impeding his spiritual 

growth and surely a man like Rabbi 

Kanievsky, who persevered in the face 

of life-threatening problems, could relate 

to his!  

The young man had written the situation 

in detail for the Steipler to grasp its 

severity. "Every Friday," wrote the 

young man, "I come home from 

Yeshiva, and the scene in the house 

leads me to despair. The table is not set, 

the kitchen is hardly clean, and the 

children are not bathed! What should I 

do? How can I concentrate on my 

studies when I have such problems?" 

The aspiring scholar expected the 

Steipler to advise him how to deal with a 

wife that was not keeping to his 

standard.  

The Steipler looked up from the paper 

and made a grave face. The young man 

smiled. The Steipler must have realized 

the severity of the situation. Then he 

spoke in his heavy Russian-accented 

Yiddish. "You really want to know what 

to do?" The young man nodded eagerly. 

The Steipler looked austere.  

"TAKE A BROOM!" (www.Torah.org) 

Rav Chaim Ozer visits Cracow 

Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky, zt”l once 

visited Cracow. When he arrived, Rav 

Chaim Ozer sought a tailor who could 

sew his suit which had torn on the way. 

He eventually found one, and requested 

that he fix his suit.  

The tailor answered, “Forgive me, 

Kavod HaRav, but I have not yet lit the 

Chanukah candles. If you wish, you can 

wait until I light, and after a half an 

hour, I’ll sew your suit.”  

While Rav Chaim Ozer waited, he 

noticed how this simple tailor prepared 

himself for the mitzvah. He removed his 

weekday clothing, and donned Shabbos 

clothing. He washed his hands and 

joyously prepared to light the candles.  

Rav Chaim Ozer was astounded by the 

temimus of this man and he said, “Now I 

understand how the city Cracow 

produces such Gedolei Torah and giants 

of spirits, if this is what the simple 

tailors are like!” (Chaim SheYesh 

Bahem)  

The Chasam Sofer's Final Minutes 

"Ashrei Ish Sheba L'Kan V'Talmudo 

B'Yado" (Pesachim 50a). In the final 

days of his life, the Chasam Sofer 

reviewed all the Torah he learned in 

order to come to Shamayim with his 

Torah intact. In the last few hours of his 

life he realized that three Chiddushim of 

his were no longer clear in his mind. He 

quickly called for his close talmid, Rav 

Menachem Katz, who lived not too far 

from Pressburg, where the Chasam Sofer 

lay deathly ill. 

Rav Menachem reviewed with him these 

chiddushim and then the Chasam Sofer's 

face lit up content that he would return 

his neshama to Shamayim with all the 

Torah still with it. As soon as they 

finished reviewing, the Chasam Sofer 

http://www.torah.org/
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screamed to Rav Menachem Katz, who 

was a Kohen, "Run out I am dying!" As 

soon as Rav Katz ran out, he heard the 

Chasam Sofer say Shema Yisroel as his 

Holy Neshama departed to the heavens. 

Rav Katz later said about his Rebbi that 

he had such a good heart, that he held 

back the departure of his Neshama until 

he was sure that Rav Katz was safely 

outside without violating the Mitzvos of 

the Kohen.  

Last Second Arrangements On the 

Train to Auschwitz  

It happened in a small village in 

Hungary – the familiar heartrending 

scene of the Holocaust as Jews were 

herded into trains, packed in tightly like 

animals. The non-Jews gathered around 

the train station, happily entertaining 

themselves by watching the Jews’ 

distress. They lacked all compassion for 

the Jews’ suffering, and as the trains 

began to move, they actually began 

clapping. 

A few Jews stood by as well, those who 

had not yet been decreed to be sent to 

the death camps, and who had come to 

part from their relatives. As the train 

slowly began its grim journey, one Jew 

stuck his head out of the window and 

called to one of his friends, “Yaakov, I 

forgot to feed the chickens. Do me a 

favor; go to my house and feed them. 

Remember – it’s tzaar baal hachayim.” 

(Min Hameitzar) (www.Revach.net)    

Sins of Greatness 

In the city of Bnei Brak there are many 

Bar Mitzvah celebrations every Shabbos. 

It became very difficult for Rav Yaakov 

Yisrael Kanievski, the elder sage known 

to world Jewry as the Steipler Gaon to 

attend every Bar Mitzvah. In fact, he 

was old and weak and hardly had the 

strength to go to shul. One week, a Bar 

Mitzvah boy was honored with the 

maftir. Immediately after the davening, 

the Steipler Gaon was standing there in 

line, waiting to wish him Mazal Tov. 

The Steipler Gaon bent down and began 

conversing in earnest with the neophyte 

member of the adult Jewish community. 

It seemed to the hushed crowd that this 

was much more than a perfunctory 

Mazel Tov wish. 

The boy paled as he shook his head 

several times in amazement. “Of course, 

Rebbe!” he exclaimed. “Of course! 

There is no question. I feel terrible that 

the Rebbe felt he had to discuss this with 

me!” 

The Steipler thanked the young boy, 

wished him Mazel Tov again, blessed 

him, and left the shul. 

The entire congregation was shocked. 

What could the Steipler have wanted? 

“Let me explain,” began the boy. “Six 

years ago I was davening in this shul 

with a very large siddur (prayer book). 

The Steipler approached me and chided 

me for learning Gemara in the middle of 

the Tefilah. I showed him that it was a 

Siddur and that I actually was davening. 

He apologized and left. 
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Today the Steipler came to my Bar 

Mitzvah and reminded me of the story. 

He explained to me that even though he 

apologized for his mistaken reprimand 

six years ago, it was not enough. Since, 

at the time, I was a child under Bar 

Mitzvah, I did not have the frame of 

mind to truly forgive him. Even if I did 

forgive him, it had no halachic validity. 

The Steipler found out when my 

birthday was and waited for six years 

until my Bar Mitzvah. Today, I am 

halachically old enough to forgive him, 

and so, he came back today to ask my 

forgiveness!” (www.Torah.org)  

Shabbos in Halacha  

 Creating a  new Entity – מוליד

 

3. Practical Applications 

 

E. Dry Foods 

One may freeze or defrost dry foods for 

Shabbos use. However, a food that 

contains gravy is subject to the same 

restrictions as a liquid. 

 

Meat or chicken with congealed fat 

should not be placed in a hot area to 

dissolve the fat. Therefore, on Shabbos 

morning one is prohibited from placing 

food with congealed fat or gravy near a 

heat source which will cause it to melt. 

Dry food that is coated with some ice, 

should, preferably, have the ice removed 

before it is defrosted in a hot area.  
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 בס"ד

 צו פרשת

 
 As Purim is behind us, in Yerusholayim and other places in Eretz Yisroel they are still high in their 

festivities. Being Purim on Friday, especially in Yerusholayim there is a special aura of enjoyment as the 

Shabbos commences and blends in to the Purim matzev. Others even continue their Purim Seudoh in to 

Shabbos, only stopping to make Kiddush in the middle on yet another cup of wine (  – "פורס מפה ומקדש

covering the table with a tablecloth and continuing the meal) 

  ליהודים היתה אורה ושמחה וששון ויקר
For the Yiden there was light, happiness, joy and glory. Chazal explain the Posuk not to mean literally. 

Rather it refers to the Torah and Mitzvos that Klal Yisroel had gained through the miracle of Purim.  

 light - Torah - אורה 

 happiness – Yom Tov – ושמחה

וששון  - joy – Bris Milah 

ויקר  -  glory – Tefillin. 

Rashi comments that the reason these things are particularly mentioned, was because they were all 

among the decrees that Homon had tried to forbid on the Yiden. Once Homon was killed, these were 

restored to their previous glory. The question is why are these Mitzvos only hinted in the Posuk, and not 

clearly mentioned? The Sfas Emes explains as the miracle of Purim caused the Yiden at the time to 

appreciate the Mitzvos even more than before. They were not anymore a burden. Rather they were 'light 

and joy'. This came about through the beauty and specialty of the miracle that unfolded in front of their 

eyes over a period of 12 years. They saw the love Hashem showed to His people, even while in Golus and 

when being hidden (Hester ponim). Torah became 'light' and the various Mitzvos were 'happiness and joy'. 

 

Reb Yankeleh Galinsky relates the following episode that took place with himself. Friday morning, 

his wife had asked him to go to the butchers in order to buy some meat for Shabbos. Entering the butcher 

shop, he was confronted with chaos. The place was upside down. Everything was out of place. Reb 

Yankeleh learnt pretty fast what had gone wrong. The butcher's wife's ring had gone missing! It was no 

simple ring. She had inherited it from her grandmother and it was very close to her heart. She had 

obviously taken it off while at work, and it had suddenly gone astray. 

Realizing that he wouldn't be served anyways, Reb Yankeleh left the shop, planning to return later 

when hopefully things would calm down. Not before throwing a brochoh to the butcher that he'd find the 

ring quickly. 

Not taking a few paces outside the shop, Reb Yankeleh noticed a cat bending down and biting at 

something that sparkled. It sniffed at the piece on the floor, trying to see if there was any meat that it could 

chew on. But it didn't. So it left the piece untouched and went off to find only a few inches away, a stale 

piece of raw meat. It gnawed and bit at it enjoying its feast. The cat was continuously turning its head in all 

directions to see if anyone else dared to disturb its enjoyment. 

Reb Yankeleh bent down to see what had the cart left alone and was surprised to find…..it was 

nothing less than a diamond ring!! He picked it up and ran to the butcher shop, happy to return the ring to 

its owner. As a sign of appreciation, the butcher offered Reb Yankeleh free meat for Shabbos, but he 

declined the offer. He commented, "You think I'm crazy to give up my Olam Haboh on the mitzvah of 

Hashovas Aveidoh for a piece of meat!!" 

Leaving the shop, Reb Yankeleh's eyes fell once again on the cat that was devouring on the piece of 

stinking and stale meat! It was enjoying its feast as if it were something really delicious!  



Reb Yankeleh thought the following. If only this cat would know what it had lost out? With a little 

understanding, it would have known that this ring was extremely precious. It could have sold the ring to a 

jeweler, for a small fortune. With the money, it could have gone to the butcher and struck up a deal to have 

enough meat for itself and even its grandchildren. The meat would have been fresh and tasty. But being a 

stupid cat, it did not know better. It preferred to leave the expensive ring and go for the stale piece of meat! 

Added the Magid Reb Yankeleh. We are no better than this cat! We act in this world exactly the 

way the cat behaved! We pursue worldly pleasures like money, clothing, gadgets and food as if it would be 

ours forever! We tend to forget and minimize the need to pursue what would keep us going forever. 

Investment in Torah and Mitzvos is most beneficial, as its dividends are endless! 

But instead we still prefer to chase after nothing more than a 'fowl smelling piece of meat' rather 

than something that could bring countless repayment which would have an everlasting effect in Olam 

Haboh forever after.  

Good Shabbos!       
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