
v,gu /tuv ;rg vae og vbvu vzv ogv ,t h,htr van kt wv rnthu
okftu ovc hpt rjhu hk vjhbv - (h'y-ck) v,kgnu vcua,v ,cuj

    t'vbv /gunak ohbtnnu 'ovhjhfun sdbk oprg hae ihrzjn ';rg vae :h"ar
,usueb vnfu vnfu 'vghs rus uc ukafba runjv iuugv rcs kg ubt ohtrue i,arpc
,kgn cda tuv ivn ,jtu 'vagnv vzn sunkk ubt ohkufh wv ,sucg hbhbgc ,ucuaj
,uruvk hsf ot hf vhv tk tyjv omga ,gsk ubhkg vkhj, vbvs 'vcuhju vcua,v
i,hk tkt kdgv ,t ktrah uag tk :huk ic gauvh r"tw (:s z"g) k"zjc tcunf 'vcua,
ohrucd rnukfw 'kdgv ,t ktrah uag tk :h"arhpu /wvcua, hkgck vp iuj,p
yukak v,hv lkn ,rhzd tkt ivhkg ormh rcd,vk hutr whv tku uhv ormhc ohyhkau
hbkceh tka cuat tk tyujv rnth ota vcua, hkgck vp iuj,p i,hk hsf oc
vhv tka ubk hrv 'k"fg wvcua,c ukce,bu urpfa kdgv vagnn snku tm uk ohrnut
tyjv vz ukhtu ostv ,rhjcc ohhuk, ohtyjv kf hf 'ohtyjv kf rtaf tyjv vz
ofrs ,khj,c ovk ,uruvk hsf uc ukafb lkn ,rhzdc ot hf 'vrhjcc huk, vhv tk

 /vru,v hrsdn ohtmuhu u"j ohkafb otc vcua,v ihbg kg vru,v ,kce rjt shn
ktrah ukafba rjt hf 'ubhbpka ,utrenv omgn sunkk od ubt ohkufh vz ihbg     
uc tyjv omgn rchs vbuatrc 'v"cevn ,urhnt wc vank uk rntb tyjv vzc
rjtk ;fh,u 'ovhkg tuck hutrv ,uhbgrupv ihbg rhfzv tk uz vrhntcu 'ogv ukafb
ztu 'k"r ogc vhkf ,uagk u,buufca v"cev ghsuv ucu vhba vrhnt uk rntb ifn
oprg hae ihrzjnaw :h"ar ka uaurhpfu w;rug vae ogw o,uhv ,chxc ubumr ,t enhb
hf 'vbuatrv vrhntc rchs uhkg tyjv omg vank uk rhfzv tk itf 'wovhjhfun sdbk

okug ,hrc o,urusk ,cav ,t ,uagk ,cav ,t ktrah hbc urnau
(zy-tk)wudu ,cav ,t ktrah hbc urnauw cu,fv ,buuf ruthc - 

   kv c,wwwwttttrrrrzzzzgggg    iiiiccccttttwwww',ca tuv ouh vz ht ujfah tka hsf gucav hnh ,t urnaha" '
aurhp vbvu 'hutrf vnhheku vhkg runak ukfuha hsf haav ouhc vhfrm ube,hau

c f"fu) '"wu,ut (ie,k) ,uagk rvnhuw unf ',cav ,t ,uagkwwwwwhhhhbbbbuuuueeeezzzzjjjjwwwwcu /(wwwwhhhhhhhhjjjjcccc    uuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrrwwww
recv icuw ifu 'wu,ut ,uagk rvnhuw iuakn ',ca hfrm ie,k 'yapv lrs kg" ';hxuv
,ca sucfc rhvz ost tvha 'cu,fv ruthcu 'iueh, iuak kfv '(ieh,) wvag rat
',cak vph vbn uk tvha hsf ,cav lrumk ihfha ks,avku vftkn kfn rnahvk
wdbug ,cak ,treuw thcbv rnta vzu 'wlhcak (ihf,) lhcac sjnw k"zj urnta unfu

/"ujrut ,t ihnznv ostf 'uc dbg,,u u,ut ihnz,a 'rnukf 'ohture iuakn
cu    wwwwoooohhhhrrrruuuuyyyyvvvv    kkkkggggccccwwwwkvtn ,ca ,ftkn ibhpkhs 'wkvtw ,"r ',uagk ,cav ,t" '

ohgcrt ,uftkn ,uctw ib,s tv 'uvk thgchneu hc,h" '(:yn ,ca) wndc wtsfu '"sgun
rnts itnf thb,///ifanv ,usucg sdbf tnj rc tbhbj hcr k"t 'hn sdbf w,jt rxj
'ifanc v,hv vc tmuhfa vftkn kg tkt ihchhj ihtw thb,s 'ifanv ,usucg sdbf
geren oharev ,t ukgv ov 'urme, tk o,tu urme ov 'ugrz, tk o,tu ugrz ov

snk v,t ohrcsv ,ugnannu 'o,ugyc rhfvku vjfu, kcek obumr ht kg ot
otyjc rhfvk obumr ht kg ot hf 'tyjv omg kg o,ukfk ubumr vhv tka
acak rmhv jhkmva rjtn 'vbgy ovhkg vhv tk tyjv omg kg hf 'uhkg cuaku
ekhx rcf rmhv vagn jhkmva rjt lt ',gs hkcn vagnv vz vhvu 'o,gs ,t
shn ovhkg vhvu ',uya jur ot hf itf vhv tka rhfvk ovhkg vhv ztu 'ovn uhsh
raptu /ikmhk tbnjr 'o,ukfk aehca ;mev ovhkg tmh vz kg eru 'cuak
vnv hf osh ,j,n v,mha vkhafnv ksudc rhfvk ktrah hbc umr tka vchxva
o,kufhc vhv tk if kg ratu 'ormhc ohyhkau ohrucd obhva o,uvnc urhfv
vsucg ka vzf oumg tyjc rcusnaf yrpcu 'kusd vf kuafnc ukafba ihntvk
cdac o,uhvc ;t kg hf 'ovh,urusk ktrah ,t snkk v"cev iuuhf ,tzu 'vrz
,udak ov ohkufh ohbnzv uktc oda rapt hf 'onmgc ihntvk ovk iht ,udrsnv
ubhzthu ovhagnc shn, apapk ovhkg if kgu 'ohrunju ohkusd ohtyjc kafhvku

 /o,kgn our kg ohjyuc uhvh tku vcua,k ufzha hsf ovhjhfun hrcsk
u    gunak obumr ht kg tuv ktrah kg vbgyv rehga tmun v,ta oaf

thv ovhjhfunk gunak ovhbzt ,hhyv omga tmun v,t if unf 'ovhjhfunk
vgacw (wt inhx wh varp hkan arsn) k"zj urnta unfu 'o,rpf rrugnv
omg hf /k"fg 'wktrah ka ovh,ubuug rpfnu kjun hbt arusu cauh ofja
exg tk ihhsga ;t kgu 'uhkg vmrn rcf utyjc rhfn ktrah rca rcsv

/vcua, hshk tuch jrfvc utyjc rhfn ostvaf hf 'hgsf vcua,c
vcurhek orud vcua,va vzn ohtur hf 'vcua,k kusd euzhj tuv rcsv vzu     
ubfzh ,"havu 'okug ka ubuacfc ohhuk,v ohrcsvn uvzu 'utruck ostv ihc vrh,h

/uhbpk shn, ihmurnv in ,uhvk vfzbu 'unuahrf ohczugu ohsunv in shn, ,hvk
oharev ,t ushruv ov 'shjhv ,uark ohcrv ,uarn uxhbf, tk o,tu vkdgk
vkdgn uthmuv ov 'ohcrv ,uark shjhv ,uarn uthmu, tk o,tu gerek vkdgn

/"wohcrv ,uar lrs shjhv ,uark shjhv ,uarn uthmu, tk o,tu vkdgk
c ukhtu     wwwwoooohhhhrrrrpppptttt    vvvvbbbbjjjjnnnn    kkkkddddsssswwwwarpk ahu" 'rjt iputc ,"rv ,buuf ,t rthc 

wasenw tkka rtucn uca wofu,c h,bfau asen hk uaguw cu,fv hrcs osevc
,urhnzwc ohrnut ubt vbvs 'wktrah hbcn t"ut kf lu,cw vbhfav vra,a t"t
'shn, ,fxn ;ux vbanc t,htsfu) wvjubn ,ca ouh tcv okug ihgnw 'w,ca khk
ukufa ouhk tuck sh,gk rha runzn 'w,cav ouhk rha runznw 'ohrnut uhv ,cac"
,ufzk ohkufh v,fkvf ,ca ,rhna hsh kg 'if otu '("ohnkugv hhjk vjubnu ,ca
kfu 'wasenwf thv od hf wasenwcu wovn sjtu sjt kf lu,cw vbhfav ,travk
,cav ,t - ,uagk ,cav ,tw ohkhnca (wasenw) wkvtw ,"rc znrb vz
iuhf 'vrhs iuakn wo,urusk ,cav ,t ,uagkw rntba vn od vzu 'wo,urusk
rusha 'thv wokug ,hrc o,uruskw ohkhnv ,buuf z"pku 'wasenwv ,rhsf thva
od ,tzu 'okugv ,ukkfk h,hntv ghpanv 'wokug(v ka) ,hrcw(v) tuva wv ovng
cu,fv lanvc ohkhnv ka ,"rva vnc znrb vzu 'ohhe asenv ,hc ihta inzc
ohhe,n ,caca wkvtwv ihhbga 'ubhhvu 'wkvtw tuv wokugk (,cav) thv ,utw

/"ohhe asenv ,hc ihta inzc od 'wokugkw

R’ Chaim Tirrer of Chernowitz zt”l (Be’er Mayim Chaim) would say:

     “wkeav ,hmjn ohsepv kg rcgv kf ub,h vzw - The Gemara (/yk ihaushe) says that when a person is challenged to sin, he

should imagine that he and the world are at that very moment standing in the position of their merits and sins bearing equal

weight. If he were to sin, he would bring himself and the whole world into the sorrowful state of being more sinful than

meritorious. This is alluded to in the posuk, wub,h vzw - this concept shall they place on their hearts, wohsepv kg rcugv kfw - all

who are on the verge of transgressing the commands, wkeav ,hmjnw - the balance/scale is at exactly half. So don’t do it!”
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R’ Yitzchok Elchanan Spector zt”l (Kovna Rov) would say:

    “ ,hrc o,rsk ,cav ,t ,uagk ,cav ,t ktrah hbc urnauwwokug  - Why does the Torah repeat itself? If we must keep

Shabbos (,cav ,t urnau) then surely we must fulfill the Shabbos (,cav ,t ,uagk) properly. The lesson here is that one

is not considered as if he has kept Shabbos until he ensures that his children and descendants fulfill the precepts of

Shabbos as well. If one wishes to be considered among w,cav ,t ktrah hbc urnauw - those Jews who guard the Shabbos,

then wo,rsk ,cav ,t ,uagkw - he must make sure that Shabbos is fulfilled by his future generations - a wokug ,hrcw for all.”

A Wise Man would say: “Perfection is not attainable, but if we chase perfection we can catch excellence.”                                          

(4) s:une (3) yh:une vrurc vban (2) c"f, ,ca hfsrn (1)
k:une (8) /ch ,ufrc (7) vru,v ,thre wkv (6) f:une (5) jh:une

oa (10) s:u ,gs vujh (9)
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"ohcuvz wh i,hk kthknd icr uchhj" - Chulin 87a

Someone once slaughtered an animal and before he had a chance to
do osv huxhf someone else jumped in and did the mitzvah. Rabban

Gamliel made him pay 10 zehuvim for causing another to lose his
reward (vumn rfa). The Rosh (wj wx) brings down a story where a
father instructed a Mohel to perform a Bris on his son and a different
Mohel went ahead and did the Milah first. The Rosh says that the
second Mohel does not have to pay 10 zehuvim because the cuhj
vkhn is on the father. If he can’t or won’t do it, it falls on all of Klal

Yisroel, thus anyone has the right to do it. The Rema (t:pa n"uj)
brings down this scenario and rules the same way. He adds that if the
father was about to do the Milah himself and it was taken away from
him, the 10 zehuvim would apply since it is his mitzvah. The Chasam

Sofer wonders why it must be paid at all? Chazal say: ,uagk cahj"
"vtag ukhtf cu,fv uhkg vkgn vtag tku xbtbu vumn - so if it’s
considered as if he did the mitzvah why the need to reimburse him?
The Shach says that we see from this halacha that if a father can do a

Bris Milah he should not give away the mitzvah to a Mohel.
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         A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (116)
Kavod HaTorah: Standing Up for Osei Mitzvah. Last week
we mentioned 3 relevant mitzvos where the Poskim say that all

those present should stand, in order to honor the Osei Mitzvah

and the mitzvah itself. They were Pidyon Haben, a Chupa with
its Birkas Eirusin and Nisuin, and Birkas Kohanim. To finish off
this topic we continue with two more mitzvos where the Shiltei
Giborim (1) says that the Maharam M’Rottenberg stood up. 
Krias HaTorah. Even though the basic halacha is that it is
permitted to sit during Krias HaTorah, as the Mishna Berurah
rules (2), still the Maharam used to stand. The RM’A (3) brings
this, and there are two reasons for this strictness. One, as
mentioned in Mishna Berura, is that the listeners should imagine
themselves at Har Sinai hearing the Torah. Since they stood at
Matan Torah, we also stand at our miniature Matan Torah. The
Shiltei Giborim mentioned before says that another reason for
standing is for the honor of Osei Mitzvah. He presumably means
for the Baal Koreh and the one who gets the aliyah.
Borchu of Krias HaTorah. The Mishna Berura (4) writes that the
various opinions about standing or sitting are only regarding Krias

HaTorah itself. For the Borchu before the aliyah and answering
“Boruch Hashem Hamevorach L’olam Vaed” all agree that we
should stand since it is a davar shebikedusha. However, the Kaf
Hachayim (5) says that many hold that one can even sit for the
Borchu, etc. From the Mishna Berura it seems that for the recital
of the two berachos before and after the aliyah, one may surely
sit. However, Derech HaChayim (6) writes that one should also
stand up for the berachos recited on the Torah. 
“Special” Krias HaTorah. In many shuls where the custom is
to sit during Krias HaTorah, some people stand for a number of
“special” readings. For example, Shiras Hayam, Aseres Hadibros,

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

and before the last posuk of every sefer (Chazak). Some Poskim

are against this custom because it looks like we are singling out
certain portions of the Torah to make them look more Divine
than the rest. The Gemara (7) says this undesirable. Many Poskim

defend the widespread custom, see Piskei Teshuvos (8). Standing
from the beginning of the aliyah (9) keeps one out of machlokes.
Bris Milah. Shiltei Giborim (10) adds that the Maharam would
stand at a Bris. The reason is because of Osei Mitzvah. The RM’A
(Y.D.) brings this, but cites a different reason. He quotes a posuk

in Tanach that when entering a covenant (bris) people should
stand to reflect a seriousness, and he assumes that this applies to
all those present, not just the father of the baby and the Mohel.

















     Moshe Rabbeinu asks Hashem the question that all Jews, in all times, wonder about: “Hashem, please show me Your
glory.” He wanted to understand Hashem’s ways. He wanted to see the honor and glory, rather than the pain and confusion.
We all know that Hashem is a kind and Merciful G-d, so why do so many bad things happen? Where is Hashem’s glory in a
world of suffering and exile? Why are we tortured and killed, physically and emotionally, collectively and individually, if
Hashem has chosen us as His beloved nation? Hashem is the Tov U’Maitiv and everything He does is truly good. The problem
is it doesn’t always look or feel good. Hashem answers, “You will see my back, not my front.” Rashi tells us that Hashem
showed Moshe the kesher (knot) of His Tefillin. How does this answer his question? Well, inside our Tefillin we declare the
faith of every Jew: “Shema Yisroel Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad.” The Name “Hashem” represents mercy while
“Elokeinu” represents strict justice. “Hashem Elokeinu” together means that no matter whether we see mercy or justice,
“Hashem Echad” - it is all one thing - it is all GOOD! The kesher represents the connection between us and Hashem which
sometimes is with mercy and sometimes with justice. The two retzuos (straps) represent the two sides of the relationship. The right
ritzua represents the love and mercy of Hashem;  the left represents the attribute of justice. Hashem showed Moshe the KESHER,
He showed him that there is a connection between these two manifestations of Hashem. The two retzuos are tied together and
are in fact one thing. All the pain and suffering of all  Jews, in all generations is a result of this kesher. And all the wonderful
moments that fill our lives with joy are a result of this kesher, because in order to have a real kesher with Hashem, a person has
to connect with Him in all situations. This requires a lifelong avoda of emunah that everything Hashem does is truly good.JJ JJ oo oo
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    The posuk says: “See, I have called by name, Betzalel son of Uri, grandson of Chur.” What does “I have called by name”
mean? Should it not have said, “I have called Betzalel”? Furthermore, the Trop (cantillation) on this word is “esnachta”
which is a pause, separating one word from the next. Why pause when we say "oac" and not pause after the name Betzalel? 
     Targum Yonasan comments here: "cuy oa" which in gematria is 357, is exactly the same value as "hs hkc sg vfrc". Chazal
say, "cuy inan oa cuy", meaning a person that has a good name has the greatest, everlasting beracha throughout his life and
thereafter, as well. R’ Mordechai Gifter zt”l cites the Medrash Tanchuma that a person has three names. The name his
parents gave him, the name by which people refer to him and the name he acquires for himself. This idea is derived from
Betzalel who was chosen to construct the Mishkan because he acquired a good name. Hashem is the One who gives a person a
“shem tov” and sees the true life a person has led. His success in this world is based on Torah learning, performance of
mitzvos, good middos, and yiras shamayim and then, together with siyata d’shmaya, he gains new strengths and abilities, all as
a gift from above. Hashem gazed into the heart of Betzalel and saw all of this - and then called him by his “shem tov.” Thus,
the Torah pauses after "oac" to denote that Betzalel didn’t just have a name - he earned the right to have such a good name.
     Betzalel was the son of Chur, who died al kiddush Hashem attempting to to intervene and stop Klal Yisroel from creating
the Egel Hazahav. Therefore, Chur’s einekel was the individual designated to build the Mishkan in order to have his Zaida’s
yichus delineated. Chur, is remembered as the individual whose martyred death at the hands of the sinful nation was forgiven
through his grandson’s construction of the Mishkan, which began immediately after Chur’s death. May we all desire to
acquire a shem tov in this world since this is the only name we take with us to Olam Haba when we move on to a better world.

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 /// utrh tk hbpu hrjt ,t ,htru hpf ,t h,rxvu(df-dk)

 wudu of,tyj sgc vrpft hkut wv kt vkgt v,gu vksd vtyj o,tyj o,t ogv kt van rnthu ,rjnn hvhu(k-ck)
    The following story occurred a number of years ago in one of the prominent girls schools in Bnei Brak. A new student
arrived in the middle of the school year and it was immediately apparent that she was different. She walked with a noticeable
limp which no doubt came about from a severe illness when she was younger. She was not a well child and her parents
thought that perhaps a new environment would be good for her spirit and physical well-being. 
     At first, things seemed to be going well. The other girls in the class were friendly to her and included her in some of their
activities. However, it didn’t take long before a number of the more unruly students began to poke fun at her, copying her limping
gait and sickly pallor, to the amusement of others. Some other girls joined in on the fun and they mercilessly taunted the poor girl.
Her parents were upset at this and kept her home much of the time as she began to hate her new school and schoolmates.
     The teacher saw what was happening and really tried her best to stop it. She constantly spoke about being kind to others
and even created a number of programs in the class to get the girls to stop their despicable behavior toward this one girl.
Nothing she tried seemed to work or have any effect on the class. She was at her wits end. Finally, she asked her husband to
accompany her to speak with the Gadol Hador, R’ Aharon Leib Steinman zt”l. The two arrived at the Rav’s home and the
Morah began to explain the situation in great detail. R’ Aharon Leib became emotional with tears in his eyes as he imagined
the pain and hurt that this poor girl was going through. He inquired as to what she was doing to stop it and the Morah
provided a full accounting of all her class programs and speeches that she made to make the girls better.
     R’ Aharon Leib was quiet for a few long moments. Then, in a soft voice, he asked her, “Do the girls daven in class?"
     She answered yes. The Rav nodded and said, “Tell the girls that it is assur (forbidden) for them to daven.”
     The Morah and her husband looked at each other in wonderment, but R’ Aharon Leib did not relent. “Tell them that the
Rabbanim have ruled that as long as they continue to destroy a fellow classmate and, in a figurative sense, spill her innocent
blood, they are forbidden al pi halacha from davening. Hashem does not want the tefillos of murderers - they are disgusting to
Him, and therefore you should begin your class without any sort of tefillah.”
     The Morah came in the next morning to teach and when the girls automatically took out their siddurim, she told them to
stop. “Put away your siddurim. We are not going to daven today. We will go straight to our regular learning schedule.”
     The girls could not understand. Why can’t we daven like usual, they asked. The Morah responded that she received a psak
from the Gadol Hador, R’ Aharon Leib Steinman, and according to halacha, they are not allowed to daven. She even took out a
Navi and read the posuk, "utkn ohns ofhsh //// hbhg ohkgt ofhpf ofahrpcu" - “When you spread out your hands (in prayer) I will
conceal My eyes ... your hands are filled with blood.” Once again, she explained to them that their tefillos are worthless in the
eyes of Hashem, because they have practically killed another human being with their horrible behavior, and thus, they have
no zechus or right to daven. “Please take out your workbooks,” she told her students, “and we will begin our day from there.”
     The students were shocked. No davening? How can they begin their day without davening? But the Morah was insistent.
“This is the psak I received from Rav Steinman,” she said. Of course this didn’t sit well with the class. A few girls took the
initiative and wrote on a piece of paper, how sorry they were for treating a classmate the way they did. They pledged to be
nice and kind to the girl and would never hurt her ever again. Then, they walked around and every single girl in the class
signed the paper. Only then, did the Morah agree to allow them to take out their siddurim and daven Shacharis. 
     And what a Shacharis it was! Their tefillos took on a new intensity and every girl could feel the power of prayer surging
through them. The next day, the sick girl came back to class and was met with a new kindness and affection she had never
known in her life. The girls truly went out of their way to make her feel comfortable and wanted, and shortly thereafter she
began to blossom as a student and individual, with a newfound sense of confidence and simchas hachaim.                                

       hrut ic ktkmc oac h,tre vtr
         wudu vsuvh vynk ruj ic           (c-tk)

 /// ohpt lrt iubju oujr k-t wv wv trehu uhbp kg wv rcghu(u-dk)
llllyyyynnnn: The famous “Frankel Rambam” took many years to
prepare and required a great deal of effort, money and
research on the part of the publisher, R’ Shabsy Frankel
zt”l. Understandably, his hand-written manuscripts that were
the foundation of his publication were priceless in his eyes
and invaluable to the unique re-publication of the Rambam.
     One day, as R’ Shabsy was sitting with an editor discussing
the plans for a number of manuscripts lying before them, the
editor accidentally knocked over his cup of coffee which ran
across the broad desk and drenched the precious handwritten
pages. Red-faced and apologetic, the editor jumped out of his
chair and began mopping up the spilled coffee, hoping to
salvage as many of the manuscript pages as possible.
     R’ Shabsy also jumped up, but after quickly surveying the
damage, he rushed out of the room without a word. The editor
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truly felt terrible. He knew how much these pages meant to
R’ Shabsy and realized how upset he must be - to the extent
that he ran out of the room so as not to let his anger boil over.
     Within seconds, however, R’ Shabsy was back. He hadn’t
left the room in a fit of anger. With a beatific smile that
stretched from ear to ear, R’ Shabsy walked in carrying a full
steaming cup of coffee. Placing it down in front of the editor,
he said in the sweetest possible voice, “Reb Dovid, you haven’t
yet drank your coffee. Here, please take this and enjoy...”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: We are enjoined to follow the ways of Hashem. Just as
He is merciful, so must we be merciful. Just as He does
kindness, so must we do kindness. And just as He is kg rhcgn
uh,usn - He looks away and allows our iniquities to go
unpunished, we too, must always try to look away when
someone does us harm. One who is uh,usn kg rhcgn is not just
an exceptional human being, he is actually harnessing a piece
of the Divine Presence, utilizing his G-dly attributes.
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 //// ohpgxv h,a kg ohjxp o,t h,n sg rnthu(tf-jh wt ohfkn)
   Eliyahu HaNavi was faced with an extremely daunting
task. Because of King Achav and his wicked wife Izevel, the
influence of Baal, the pagan deity, spread rampantly
throughout the land. Tragically, the kingdom of Yisroel
stooped to an untenable level, and Eliyahu was needed to
demonstrate to them the worthlessness of idol-worship. 
   Just as Moshe Rabbeinu chastised Bnei Yisroel for serving
the Golden Calf, Eliyahu rebuked the Nation saying, “How
long will you hop between two ideas? If Hashem is the G-d, go
after Him, and if Baal is G-d, go after him.” Rashi explains
that the Jewish people couldn’t answer Eliyahu because they

really did not know which entity was the right one. Was
Hashem the true G-d? Or should they follow Baal? 
   R’ Dovid Shlomo Eibschitz zt”l (Arvei Nachal) notes that
Bnei Yisroel made a critical mistake. To prove that Hashem
alone is in control and provides sustenance, Eliyahu decreed a
drought on the kingdom and no rain fell for three years. The
people calculated that it can’t be possible for Eliyahu to claim
that only Hashem can provides sustenance, because after
enduring three long years of famine they were still alive. As a
result, the people bolstered their support for pagan deities,
assuming that obviously one can survive without Hashem. 
    Clearly, one cannot survive without Hashem’s unceasing
care and this is the ultimate lesson for a G-d-fearing Jew.



BY THE BRIM OF A HAT
Adapted from Touched by a Story by Rabbi Spero, with permission of the 

copyright holders, ArtScroll / Mesorah Publications, Ltd.

 
On a hot day in Israel, Nissan got on the bus. A girl 
dressed immodestly sat down next to him. He didn't 
want to embarrass her, but was uncomfortable. With 
his hat brim low, he moved to the back of the bus. To 
avoid other sights, he didn't put the brim back up.

A few minutes later, an Arab detonated a bomb next 
to the bus. The bus careened off the road. There 
were multiple deaths and injuries. First responders 
arrived at the scene to treat wounds from minor to 
life-threatening. The paramedic who treated Nissan 
for his scrapes noted the shards of glass on his hat. 
The explosion had blown out the bus windows, and 
shards of glass had become missiles. Had Nissan’s hat 
brim not shielded him, he would have lost his eyes.

Nissan was grateful, but the story does not end there.  

One Friday night 15 years later, he was davening at a 
minyan. He went to give a yasher koach to the chazan 
and realized that he knew him from somewhere. He 
was none other than Uri, the bus driver from 15 years 
ago. They embraced, remembering the experience. 
But there was an obvious change. Uri had not been 
religious 15 years ago, and now he was a chazan!

Uri told Nissan that he seen everything: a girl dressed 
immodestly had sat down next to a chareidi young 
man, who, without embarrassing her, moved to the 
back, and was saved by covering his eyes. Uri was so 
inspired he decided to become a baal teshuvah.

“I've been trying to track you down,” he said. "Now, 
after all these years, I can tell you how your small act 
not only saved your life, but mine as well." 

A SANCTUARY OF TORAH
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with permission from 
the publisher. 

From the very beginning, we were taught that the life in the Temple and 
the life of the nation are not two separate spheres. The Sanhedrin is located 
next to the altar, and the purpose of the altar is to bring justice, peace and 
holiness into the life of the nation. Hence, the laws that guide the nation 
were set forth before the instructions for the building of the Mishkan.

In the same spirit, now that those instructions have been carried out, the 
mitzvah of machatzis hashekel is given so that future generations will know 
that nation and Mishkan are one.

Thus, a great Jewish truth is established: The Sanctuary is not something 
that is built and then left for the priests to manage. It cannot achieve its 
purpose without the participation of the nation.

By the same token, the significance of each member of the nation, and the 
nation as a whole, is in deeds that serve to achieve the goal of the Mishkan, a 

Human beings are at the top of the food chain. We eat animals, 
use their skins and put them to work. For thousands of years, 
animals have labored for man. Human beings are the crown of 
Creation. Everything else was made for us in one way or another.

Our purpose is to serve Hashem. We turn food into fuel so that 
we can continue to do Hashem‘s will. When we eat with this in 
mind, it becomes a mitzvah: eating l’shem shamayim.  

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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Sanctuary for the Torah.

The Sanctuary is not left to children, such that 

after reaching adulthood all of their energy 

is devoted to pursuing a livelihood, with the 

egoism of manhood replacing the inspiration of 

childhood.

The Jewish Sanctuary does not proclaim “Bring 

me the children”—it awaits the adults, their 

vitality and seriousness. The Jewish Sanctuary 

calls us to its service during the years when a 

person starts to think about himself and begins 

to earn a living. A Jewish man attains manhood 

for the sake of the Torah; likewise, his thoughts 

and his endeavors for himself are to be for the 

sake of the Torah.

The pesukim of the kiyor remind the kohanim 

who serve in the Sanctuary that they did not 

reach the honored position of their priesthood 

through holy conduct or a holy way of life they 

had already achieved. Rather, they officiate 

as emissaries of the nation, on the basis of 

qualities they represent. They represent before 

the nation the sanctification of life that the 

Torah requires of them.

Through kiddush yadayim, the kohanim 

acknowledge the supremacy of the Sanctuary’s 

ideals. Not on account of their own deeds and 

qualities do they merit to serve, but because 

of their symbolic representation of the 

requirements of the Sanctuary.  

THE BITTERSWEET EXILE
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Nevuchadnetzar installed Yechonia on the throne of Yehuda in place of his 
father Yehoyakim. But he proved no better than his father, persisting in his evil 
ways. Nevuchadnetzar returned to Bavel victorious, and his servants came out 
to greet him. They asked who he had replaced Yehoyakim with.

“His son,” he told them. They disapproved. “There is a saying that a bad dog 
does not produce a good pup. If the father rebelled, what will the son do?”

Nevuchadnetzar took their advice to heart. He sent his armies back to besiege 
Yerushalayim and went along with them. Yechonia came out to see what he 
wanted, and Nevuchadnetzar took him to exile in Bavel. He had reigned only 
three months.

Along with Yechonia, Nevuchadnetzar took the queen mother, the righteous 
leaders of the people, and 10,000 warriors of Yehuda. He also skimmed off the 
cream of Yerushalayim by exiling 1,000 of the greatest scholars, nicknamed 
hecharash v’hamasger. Chazal tell us that they were so called because when 
they spoke Torah everyone fell silent, and when they closed an issue, it was 
closed for good. Among these thousand scholars were Mordechai, the navi 
Yechezkel, and their colleagues.

It is significant that even at the very end, just nine years before the churban, 
there were still 1,000 scholars of the highest caliber found in Yerushalayim. 
The Gemara tells us that the exile of hecharash v’hamasger, a mere 11 years 
before the bulk of the people went into exile, was actually a gift to the Jewish 
people from Hashem. The exiled sages set up community infrastructure so 
that when the rest of the people were exiled 11 years later, they found shuls and 
yeshivos waiting for them. As a result, Bavel became a center of Torah for the 
next thousand years.

In the meantime, Yechonia was jailed by Nevuchadnetzar. He languished 
in prison until Nevuchadnetzar’s death 37 years later, at which point 
Nevuchadnetzar’s son Evil Merodach freed him and gave him great honor. 
About him, the navi Yirmiyahu said, “Don’t cry for Yehoyakim [who died 
immediately upon being exiled]—rather cry for Yechonia [who had to remain 
in prison all those years].”

Yechonia had seen all that befell his father, and was well aware of Yirmiyahu’s 
prophecies. Yet he stubbornly refused to submit and do teshuva. Hashem 
declared that He would remove him from the chain of royalty, and no 
descendant of his would ever sit on the throne. But Yechonia did teshuva in 
prison, and this punishment was, remarkably, reversed.  

A PALE IMITATION

What can we learn from the way animals are designed?

Today, many inventors and design engineers look at the natural world for solutions to complex 
problems. Usually living in total darkness 3,000 feet below sea level (or in aquariums), a sponge 
known as the Venus Flower Basket grows its own optical fiber filaments, lighting them to attract 
prey. Their filaments are superior to man-made filaments: they are thinner than a human hair; 
are manufactured at low temperatures versus man-made filaments that require heating glass 
to 3,000 F; and have an organic coating that allows them to be tightly bent and even tied into a 
knot, while man-made filaments are far more fragile and cannot be tightly bent.   

Adapted from Hashem.com
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Q:  I laid a claim against someone in beis din 
and received a shtar beirurin that states that I 
accept upon myself whatever judgment the beis 
din reaches, whether through strict adherence to 
din or through a pesharah (compromise). Must I 
agree to accept a ruling of a pesharah, or may I 
insist on a ruling based on strict din, in which the 
defendant pays me the full amount he owes if he 
is found liable, and if not, he pays nothing?
A: This is a common question received by 
many batei din, but this request is categorically 
dismissed, for several reasons.
We will focus on this topic from two angles — beis 
din’s angle, and that of the litigants. 
The Yerushalmi (Sanhedrin 1:1) states that in the days 
of Shimon ben Shetach, dinei mamonos (monetary 
law) was removed from Klal Yisrael. Rav Shimon bar 
Yochai stated, “I am not a chacham when it comes 
to din,” meaning that he did not consider himself 
sufficiently wise to rule according to strict din. 
The Yerushalmi adds a story in which two litigants 
approached Rav Yosi ben Chalafta and asked him 
to resolve their monetary dispute according to din 
Torah. “I don’t know din Torah,” Rav Yosi answered, 
“but I will rule according to your claims, and you will 
accept what I tell you.” 
“If this was true for earlier generations,” states the 
Levush (C.M. 12:4), “then it is certainly true for our 
generation.” 
The Shulchan Aruch (ibid. 12:20) rules, therefore, 
that Dayanim should distance themselves as much 
as possible from accepting to rule according to pure 
din Torah. Furthermore, even when a Dayan knows 
the correct ruling, he has a mitzvah to begin each din 
Torah by attempting to forge a compromise, which 
brings shalom between the feuding parties (ibid. se’if 
2).   
The Torah instructs litigants, as well, to go beyond 
the letter of the law and reach a compromise, in the 
words V’asisa hayashar v’hatov (Devarim 6:18, see 
Rashi and Ramban). The Gemara (Bava Metzia 30b) 

Reuven and Moshe ran a small food-vending business 
in their school. Part of the capital to start the business 
was a $1,000 loan from Moshe’s uncle, Dovid.
Dovid met Reuven one afternoon. “You and Moshe still 
owe me $1,000,” he said. “You were supposed to repay 
two months ago.”

“You’re right,” Reuven acknowledged. “It took some time till the business got off the 
ground. We’ve started reaping profits.”
“Glad to hear it,” said Dovid. “Then I expect you should be able to repay now?”
“I don’t have checks from the business with me,” Reuven said. “However, I happen 
to have taken out cash from my account today. I’ll pay you the $1,000 and get the 
money back from Moshe.”
Reuven pulled out his wallet and gave $1,000 to Dovid.
Later that evening, Reuven met Moshe. “I bumped into your Uncle Dovid this 
afternoon,” Reuven said. “He asked for the $1,000 that we owe him.”
“Yes, he’s been after me also,” said Moshe. “What happened?”
“I had cash, so I paid him,” said Reuven. 
“How much did you pay?” asked Moshe.
“I paid the full $1,000,” replied Reuven. “I’d like you to reimburse me from the joint 
account.”
“I didn’t ask you to pay my uncle,” said Moshe. “I was hoping to work something out 
with him or convince him to let us keep the money! You paid of your own accord. I’ll 
reimburse your half, but not mine!”
“What do you mean?!” exclaimed Reuven. “We’re partners in the business, and we 
owed $1,000 to your uncle. If I paid your part, I’m entitled to reimbursement from 
you also!”
“I didn’t ask you to pay for me,” insisted 
Moshe. “You’re welcome to pay your half, 
but not mine!”
The two agreed to come to Rabbi Dayan. 
“I repaid a loan made to the business 
partnership out of my pocket,” said 
Reuven. “Does Moshe have to reimburse 
me for his half?”
“Indeed, a person who pays another’s 
debt of his own accord is not always 
entitled to compensation, since the 
debtor can claim that he would have 
settled with the creditor,” replied Rabbi 
Dayan. “Nonetheless, Shulchan Aruch 
rules that if one partner repays a joint 
debt, the other partner must reimburse 
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Q:  What are the parameters of the requirement for proper weights and 
measures? What are the associated mitzvos and prohibitions?
A: The Torah demands proper weights and measures in sefer Vayikra (19:35-
36) and again in sefer Devarim (25:13-16). In both places it associates with this 
requirement a prohibition against using deceitful measures and also a positive 
command to use proper ones. This requirement covers all aspects of measuring: 
length, weight and volume; dry measures and liquid measures. There is a blessing 
of lengthy days on the Land for one who observes it.
In addition, one who uses defective measures violates the prohibition against 
theft (Tur, C.M. #231).
The Gemara (B.B. 92b) further derives that it is prohibited to make or maintain a 
deficient measure, as it says: “You should not have in your pocket a stone and a 
stone,” even if not used. There is also a communal obligation to oversee correct 
measures (C.M. 231:2-3).
B’ezras Hashem, we will discuss details of these laws in the coming articles.

WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURES #1

states that Yerushalayim was destroyed because people 
insisted on keeping to the letter of the law (see Pachad 
Yitzchak’s entry for Din Torah). 
A logical person realizes that his prejudice renders him 
incapable of seeing his own possible malfeasance in a 
dispute. Therefore, even if he thinks he is 100-percent 
correct, he should be willing to forfeit some of his claim 
in order to bring about a peaceful resolution to the 
dispute.
Now that we understand how vital it is to attempt to 
compromise, we can discuss some of the details of 
pesharos.
First, an exception. 
Beis din is supposed to try to effect a compromise only 
if both sides have valid claims and the Dayanim cannot 
determine who is correct. If one litigant clearly wronged 
the other, beis din should not try to reach a compromise, 
so as not to reward the sinner (Shu”t Divrei Malkiel 2:133. 
See also Business Weekly #53). 
This exception aside, in most cases, beis din will attempt 
to work out a compromise, which actually makes it more 
likely for a truly just outcome to be reached. 
Consider the following examples: 
1. When a litigant is required, either by Torah 
or Rabbinic law, to swear. Some people are not 
considered trustworthy enough to swear, but even if 
a litigant is, nowadays we avoid taking oaths. In cases 
requiring an oath, a compromise is therefore the 
preferable resolution (C.M. 12:2).
2. When the only witnesses are unfit to give testimony 
(such as relatives), but it seems obvious they are 
telling the truth, a compromise will allow us to award 
at least some of the disputed amount to the rightful 
owner. 
3. In cases in which there is no obligation to pay 
according to human law, but there is an obligation in 
din Shamayim — such as cases of grama (causation) 
of damages — if the two sides had agreed to a ruling 
based on compromise, beis din can require the person 
to pay as they see fit.
4.  In cases in which the Poskim are in dispute as to the 
halachah, and one of the litigants would be absolved 
based on a minority of the Poskim who rule in his favor 
(kim li), the beis din can rule in accordance with the 
majority of Poskim — if the litigants agreed to accept 
beis din’s ruling on a compromise. 

money matters

his half” (C.M. 128:1; 77:1).
“Why is a partner different?” asked Moshe.
“Rosh (Responsa 73:9) explains that each partner is liable also as a guarantor 
for the others, so that the creditor is entitled to demand full payment from 
him, and that partner is not considered as having paid of his own accord,” 
explained Rabbi Dayan. “Therefore Shach (77:5) links this ruling to the dispute 
regarding a guarantor who paid the creditor without the borrower’s instruction. 
He maintains that Rambam, who exempts the borrower from reimbursing the 
guarantor, would exempt also a partner who paid of his own accord” (C.M. 
130:2).
“However, most Acharonim explain that a partner is more than a regular 
guarantor,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “Partners enter the partnership with the 
understanding that one can pay for the other; they each have tacit permission 
to pay fully. Therefore, even Rambam would agree that a partner can demand 
reimbursement “ (Sma 77:6; Tumim 77:4; Gra 77:12-13).
“What is the source for this?” asked Reuven.
“Gra cites the Gemara (B.K. 113b) that a tax collector can collect from one 
partner what is due from all the partners,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “They cannot 
claim that it is his loss alone, and must reimburse him. Similarly, a partner who 
invests appropriately on behalf of the partnership is considered as having done 
so with implicit permission, and is entitled to full compensation” (B.B. 42b).
“Sma adds, based on the Rema, that even if the partner did not state that he 
is paying for the other partner, presumably his intention is to pay also on his 
behalf,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “Thus, Moshe must reimburse Reuven from 
the joint account also the half that he paid for him.”

For questions on monetary matters, arbitrations, legal documents, wills, ribbis, & Shabbos, 
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employee and an oness occurs, the employee is 
not obligated to refund the money, even if they 
did not stipulate that it is non-refundable. The 
rationale is that since the employer paid before 
the commencement of the employment of his 
own volition, even though he is not obligated to 
pay until the end of the period of employment, 
that indicates that he wants the employee to 
have the money even in the event of an oness 
(Tosafos, B.M. 79b, cited by Shach, C.M. 334:2). 
Accordingly, if the employee demanded 
payment in advance and the employer did not 
pay of his own volition, there is no evidence 
that the employer agreed that the employee 
can keep the money unconditionally, and in the 
event of an oness he must refund the money 
(Maharach, Ohr Zarua 66).
Others write that the reason the employee 
loses when an oness occurs is that since he 
did not make any stipulation to the contrary, 
he is the one seeking to collect and bears the 
burden of proof (hamotzi me’chaveiro alav 
haraayah). Therefore, if the employee was 
paid in advance, he is not required to refund 
the money. This would apply even when the 
employee demanded payment in advance, 
since he is in possession of the money and the 
employer is the one seeking a refund (Erech Shai 
334:1; see also Mishpetei Hachoshen, pp. 227-
235). Accordingly, the caterer cannot be forced 
to refund the customer’s money, though it may 
be appropriate to negotiate a compromise if the 
caterer had no damage (see Chukos Hachaim, 
Falagi, 47).
As far as the mashgiach is concerned, he has no 
claim against the caterer. The caterer does not 
work as the mashgiach’s agent; the mashgiach 
is an employee of the caterer and is paid as an 
employee. Therefore, since an oness occurred 
and there was no job to perform, absent any 
contractual agreement or known custom, they 
are not required to pay him.

money matters

more so one’s life (hashavas gufo)!
“Regarding hashavas aveidah of property, a person is not required to forgo his own 
money to save another person’s property,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “However, a 
person is required to forgo money to save another’s life, such as by hiring rescuers or 
equipment. Because of the prohibition to stand idly by, a person is even required to give 
up all his wealth to save another Jew from imminent danger!” (C.M. 426:1; Marcheshes 
1:43; Encyclopedia Talmudis 10:344).
“Then why is the person liable?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“This is derived from the case of a person who is being chased by murderers and 
escapes by damaging other people’s property en route,” said Rabbi Dayan. “One who 
saves himself at another’s expense is liable for the damage. Similarly, the rescued man is 
required to reimburse you here if he can pay” (C.M. 380:3; Sma 426:1; Rema, Y.D. 252:12).
“What if I knew beforehand that the person is unable to pay?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“That is not a reason to avoid saving his life,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The obligation 
remains to save a fellow Jew” (Meiri, Sanhedrin 73b; Shulchan Aruch Harav, Hil. Nizkei 
Haguf #7).
“In your case, since seconds were critical, the person whom you saved is liable for 
damage to your phone,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “If you could have easily removed the 
phone, he would be legally exempt, since the loss was not necessary for the rescue. It 
would be common decency to pay, nonetheless, since it is difficult when saving a life to 
consider all the monetary ramifications.”

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com

BHI  |  1937 Ocean Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11230  |  877-845-8455  |  ask@businesshalacha.com  |  www.businesshalacha.com

To subscribe send an email to subscribe@businesshalacha.com or visit us on the web at www.businesshalacha.com

story line

Who Is the Bechor?
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita

Q: An assimilated Jew had a son with a non-Jewish wife. The man became a baal 
teshuvah and married a divorced Jewish woman, who had a son from her previ-
ous marriage. The man later learned that he was a Kohen and prohibited to a di-
vorced woman. He married a third woman, who did not have children previously, 
and had another son. Who is the bechor for inheritance?
A: Bechor for purposes of inheritance (in contrast to pidyon haben) is dependent on 
the father. However, the son from the non-Jewish woman is not considered a hala-
chic descendant and does not deny rights of bechor from the subsequent son (C.M. 
277:8,10).

Thus, the son born from the second woman is the man’s bechor, even though it 
was a prohibited marriage and she already had a son (who is also a bechor to his 
father). The son from the third wife, while a bechor for purposes of pidyon haben, is 
not a bechor for purposes of inheritance (C.M. 277:9)
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     Choshen Mishpat as it applies to the Jewish woman. 
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Now You Know 
HaShem told Moshe that He could not 

remain in the midst of Klal Yisrael 
because they were an “am k’shei oref, a 

stiff-necked people.” Rashi explains that 
this means they turned the back of their 

necks to those who would rebuke them.  

It seems strange then, that in his 
prayers to HaShem, Moshe would ask 

that HaShem walk in our midst, 
“because they are an “am k’shei oref.” 

Additionally, in that request, he uses the 
name of adnus, which incorporates an 

element of Divine Judgment. 

The Ohr HaChaim explains an amazing 
concept. Previously, Moshe had 

requested pure mercy from HaShem. 
Now, however, after his revelation of 

HaShem’s attributes and Divine glory 
(as he had requested, “Show me 

please, Your ways,”) he realized that if 
Klal Yisrael only experienced Divine 

Mercy, they would kick off any 
connection to HaShem and leave His 

path. This would be disastrous and lead 
to our true, utter destruction. He 

therefore prayed now that HaShem 
display both mercy and judgment, in 

order to keep us in line.  

The combination of these two attributes 

exceeds the benefits of either one by 
itself. It was necessary because we are 

a stiff-necked people, as HaShem said. 

One benefit of this attribute, however, is 
that we can also turn the back of our 

necks to our detractors who would stop 
us from serving HaShem and ignore 

their scoffing.    

Thought of the week: 
You may not be able to go 
back and get a new beginning, 
but you can always start now 
and make a new ending. 

(G:AL TWMw) „.HKALM LKBW TEDBW HNWBTBW HMKXB OYQLA XWR WTA ALMAW ‰ 
“And I have filled him with the spirit of G-d, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in 
knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship. (Shmos 31:3) 

Betzalel was chosen to be the builder of the Mishkan. He oversaw all the craftspeople and 
managed the entire project. Clearly a building intended to house the Shechina needed 
more than physical construction knowledge (which 13-year old Betzalel could not have 
learned over his brief lifetime anyway.) The Gemara teaches us that Betzalel knew the way 
to combine letters and names of HaShem the way the world was created. Presumably, this 
enabled him to create a place that could house the spiritual glory of HaShem in a way that 
no standard building could. 

In explaining this posuk, Rashi defines each of the areas in which Betzalel was given 
Divine insight. Chochma, Wisdom – this refers to information or knowledge one learns from 
others. Tevuna, Understanding – this is how one extrapolates on his own from the things 
he has learned. Daas – This is Ruach HaKodesh, Divine inspiration. 

This is somewhat confusing. First of all, if he’s learning something from others, then he’s 
not learning it from HaShem. Next, if he’s figuring it out on his own, then he’s not getting it 
from G-d. Finally, if the third item is Divine inspiration, why does he need Divine insight for 
that? Isn’t it just more of the same? 

We can answer the questions simplistically, by saying that it is HaShem Who is behind 
whatever a person hears, and what he understands. It is also a Divine gift to have a higher 
spiritual awareness. Therefore, we could explain that the Ruach Elokim means that 
HaShem orchestrated everything to get this wisdom and knowledge to Betzalel. 

But there is more here. The fact that one learns things because HaShem wants him to 
have the knowledge is indisputable. The lesson of this posuk, though, is that everything we 
encounter must be approached with the “Spirit of Elokim.” 

Elokim is a name of G-d which references judgment. When a person is taken to the 
Rabbinical Court, it is said that he is brought, ‘lifnei ha’elohim,’ before the judges. Where 
does judgment come up in relation to these items? 

People say many things and provide many facts. Only a fool would believe everything he is 
told. Therefore, when it comes to chochma, information gained from others, a person must 
be able to differentiate between what to accept and what to reject. This needs Divine 
insight. Similarly, when trying to understand what one has learned and apply it practically, 
that also requires judgment to determine whether the path is a correct one.  

Even when it comes to Ruach HaKodesh, Divine Inspiration, one must use careful 
judgment in utilizing the information which he has access to. Betzalel knew who gave 
whole-heartedly and who did so begrudgingly. However, he used this knowledge only to 
allocate each donation but never to shame or embarrass anyone. We, too, must seek 
Divine inspiration in all we do to make sure we act in the spirit of HaShem, doing what He 
would want us to do in each situation. 

A Rabbi once gave a sermon about how every attribute could be used for good.  Anger can be used 
to be zealous for G-d’s honor; stubbornness can be used to refuse the urgings of the Yetzer Hara to 
sin, and so forth. “Rebbe,” asked one of the listeners, “You say that every bad mida can be good.  
How can one use the mida of kefira (heresy and denial of G-d) for good?” 

The Rabbi thought for a moment then said, “When you see someone in need, don’t have faith and 
say, “HaShem will help him.”  You must think that G-d will not be there to help him, so you must do it 
yourself!” 

©2019 – J. Gewirtz 
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Torah Project which she kicked off by 

sponsoring the “13 Middos” in this 

week’s Parsha. May she and her family 

be showered with Torah blessings! 
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 WHEN MOSHE RABBENU 
COMES DOWN FROM HAR SINAI

When Moshe Rabbeinu came down from 
Har Sinai, he found a very different scene 
than the one he left forty days earlier. A 
segment of the Jewish nation, in rebellion 
against HASHEM, had formed a golden 
calf and was worshiping it. The rest of the 
nation stood by and didn’t protest. In con-
text, this was such an egregious act that 
HASHEM threatened to destroy the entire 
nation. 

Rashi explains that during the process of 
asking for forgiveness, Moshe Rabbeinu 
said to HASHEM, “You caused this. You 
gave the Jewish people gold and silver; they 
left Mitzraim with great riches. Isn’t it obvi-
ous that they would come to sin?”

This Rashi seems difficult to understand 
when we focus on who these people were 
and where this was taking place. 

The Klal Yisroel was living in the desert. 
They neither worked for a living nor had 
any use for money. All of their needs were 
taken care of. They ate Mon that was de-
livered to their tents daily. They drank wa-
ter from the Be’er, the rock that followed 
them in their journeys. Their clothes were 
washed by the Clouds of Glory, and their 
shoes never wore out. They didn’t need 
money and couldn’t use it. How could it 
become their downfall?

 THE REAL DANGER OF WEALTH
The answer to this question is based on 
understanding why the Misilas Yesharim 
calls wealth one of the great tests of man.
Materialism and self-indulgence are the 
risks of affluence, but an even greater dan-
ger is that wealth can lead a person to view 
himself as different than everyone else. 
“There are regular people, but I am differ-
ent because I am rich. The world is full of 
people, but I am in a different category. I 
am a rich man.” 
With this also comes a sense of self-suf-
ficiency and arrogance. “I am a wealthy 
man, so I don’t need anyone. I don’t need 
my children. I don’t need my wife. In 
fact… I am so wealthy that I don’t really 
need HASHEM.” 

 THE DANGER OF WEALTH IS 
THE SENSE OF BEING A RICH 
MAN  

This seems to be the answer to this Rashi. 
Granted the Jewish people living in the des-
ert needed nothing and could do nothing 
with their money, but the real risk of wealth 
is the sense of superiority that comes along 
with it. In their minds, they were now rich. 
As rich men, they were significant, impor-
tant, too big to be dependent upon anyone, 
and this feeling was the root cause of their 
rebellion against HASHEM. 

 WHO WERE THESE PEOPLE?

This concept becomes a tremendous chid-
dush when we take into account that these 
individuals were on a higher level than any 
other generation in the history of mankind. 
They had been slaves in Mitzraim and were 
freed. They had lived through the entire 
process of the Maakos and splitting of 
the Yam Suf. They watched as HASHEM 
showed total dominion over every facet of 
nature. 
But more than all of this, they had only re-
cently stood at the foot of Har Sinai when 
HASHEM opened up the heavens and the 
earth and revealed the greatest secrets of 
Creation. They had seen and experienced 
HASHEM more clearly than did the great-

est Naviim, which tells us that they knew 
exactly why they were created and how pass-
ing and insignificant is a person’s station in 
this world. And yet Moshe Rabbeinu com-
pared their being wealthy to such a difficult 
test that it would be like putting a young 
man on the doorstep of sin. 
This is highly illustrative of the inner work-
ings of the human. HASHEM created deep 
within our hearts many needs and desires. 
One of these is the need for honor and 
prestige. The drive for Kavod is one of the 
strongest forces in man. Often we are un-
aware of its existence until a given situation 
brings it to the fore. 
While the Klal Yisroel were then living in 
the ultimate Kollel community, money still 
had value to them – not in what it could 
buy, but in its more alluring sense, in the 
associated feeling of power and importance 
that it brought. They were now rich people, 
and that sense is so dangerous that it can 
destroy even the greatest of men. For that 
reason, Moshe said to HASHEM, “You 
caused this. The gold and the silver that 
You gave them brought them to sin.”  

 LIVING IN OUR AGE

This concept has particular relevance in our 
day and age. Never in the history of man-
kind have so many enjoyed such wealth. 
On some level, each of us has the opportu-
nity of “one day being rich.” 
As with many life situations, prosperity can 
be either a blessing or a curse. If a person 
changes because he is now a rich man, he 
needs more, he feels that he deserves only the 
best, and he won’t be satisfied with what ev-
eryone else gets by with. That sense of supe-
riority will turn him against his Creator, and 
the very wealth that he acquired will be the 
source of his ruin. For eternity, he will regret 
having been given that test – which he failed. 
However, if a person remains aware that he 
was granted wealth for a purpose – that he 
is not the owner of it, but rather its cus-
todian, duly charged with its proper use 
– then he can use it as a tool to help him 
accomplish his purpose in existence. His 
wealth will then be a true bracha that he 
enjoys in this world, and for eternity, he 
will enjoy that which he 
accomplished with it.

on the ParshaParshas Ki sisah

For the 
Love of 
Money  
g

“Moshe returned to HASHEM 
and said, “Please! This people has 
committed a grave sin and made 

themselves a god of gold.”
 — Shemos 32:31 —

R’ Ben Tzion Shafier
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One time R’ Segal needed to go 
to Gateshead with his son.

As they approached their assigned seats...

The train attendant inexplicably did 
not show up to collect tickets.

R’ Segal appraised the station attendant 
of his changed accommodation.

R’ Segal was not satisfied and found 
the station master and paid him.

Rabbi, I am astounded… 
sonny, One day I want you 

to also become such a 
great rabbi who is one in a 

million!

Two Adult 2nd 
class tickets 

please.

hmm that small 
boy easily could 
pass as a child…

Please let’s go 
immediately to the 

station attendant and 
explain our dilemma!

It is worthwhile to 
spend extra money for 
hours of undisturbed 

learning!

Rabbi, 
really??… The trip 
ended! there is no 
need to pay…just 

forget it!

I can’t learn 
with this 

noise.

Pesach, please 
let’s move to 

the first class 
compartment.

Tatty, but that 
cost so much more…

especially for 2 
adults! 

כ”ב שבט   1910-1993   5670-5753

יָבה the Manchester ,ר׳ ְיהּוָדה ְזֵאב ֶסַגל ַזַצ״ל ְצָחק was born to ,רֹאׁש ְיׁשִׁ  Ih his youth, his .רֹויָזא and ר׳ ֹמֶׁשה יִׁ
father was his primary teacher. In 1930, he went to learn in יר יַבת מִׁ יֶעֶזר  for three years under ְיׁשִׁ ר׳ ֶאלִׁ
יְנֶקל ַזַצ״ל יץ ַזַצ״ל with ְבַחְברּוָתא where he learned ְיהּוָדה פִׁ ים ְׁשמּוֵאְלבִׁ יד ֻמְבָהק and was a ר׳ ַחיִׁ ר׳ ְיֶחְזֵקאל  of ַתְלמִׁ
יְנׁשטַײן ַזַצ״ל יָכה had received ר׳ ְיהּוָדה ְזֵאב ,By 1933 .ֵלוִׁ יְנֶקל from ְסמִׁ יֶעֶזר ְיהּוָדה פִׁ  R' Avraham Tzvi Kamai ,ר׳ ֶאלִׁ
 Cohen (a ר׳ ְׁשֹלֹמה ַזְלַמן the daughter of ,יֹוֶכֶבד He married .ַזַצ״ל and R' Shimon Shkop ,(ָרב the city’s) ַזַצ״ל
gerrer יד  to join the ר׳ ְיהּוָדה ְזֵאב ֶסַגל invited (ָרב Ponovezher) ר׳ יֹוֵסף ְׁשֹלֹמה ַכֲהְנַמן ַזַצ״ל ,in 1934. In 1949 (ָחסִׁ
יָבה י ַזַצ״ל faculty. However, in 1950, with the support of ְיׁשִׁ ים and other ַדָין ַאְבַרְמְסקִׁ  he was appointed ,ְגדֹולִׁ
יָבה יָבה of Manchester רֹאׁש ְיׁשִׁ ְדקּות His .ְיׁשִׁ ָלה ,צִׁ  shaped every facet of his life. He taught his ַהְתָמָדה and ,ְתפִׁ
ים ידִׁ  לּוחַ  how to conduct themselves properly by his own personal example. In 1967, he designed a ַתְלמִׁ
to learn two ֲהָלכֹות in ְלכֹות ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע  He was the ".עֹוָלם ַהָבא his "passport to לּוחַ  daily. He called this הִׁ

rabbinical founder of the ים  .Heritage Foundation ָחֵפץ ַחיִׁ
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The Birmingham Jewish Social 
Services [BJSS] received a call...

R’ Cofnas called and after thorough 
research confirmed the information.

After the bris R’ Cofnas explained that this 
joyous occasion is accompanied by a meal.

The home was a run-down one-room basement.

A few months later the BJSS received a distress call. 
Miriam was hospitalized and had asked for R’ Cofnas.

The woman continued with 
renewed excitement in her voice.

Your kindness and 
sincerity made me realize 

that I made such a terrible 
mistake. I want my boy to 

be a Jew like you!

Hi! My name is 
Miriam. I’m married out 
of the faith, but would 

still like my baby to 
have a bris.

Hmm! The Rabbi 
will call you back. 

What is your telephone 
number? When was 

your boy born?

Do you know what these 
matzos signify? Today is the 

Jewish holiday of Pesach… Our 
forefathers were once slaves 

in Egypt…

Oy vay! My heart 
goes out for this 
poor Bas-Yisroel!

Please relax. I 
will just need to use 

that chair and clear up 
a small area near the 

window.

Oh, Rabbi, I’m so happy to 
see you again! Ever since we met, I’ve 
been tormented. I saw for the first 

time what a real Jewish person is 
like...

Hmm... April 26th is 
Chol Hamoed Pesach...I’ll 
come fully prepared for 
the seuda. with Matzos 

and wine!

5673-5770 1913-2010 iuhx u

R' Yerachmiel Cofnas ַזַצ״ל was born in Dekeshene, Poland, to ר׳ ַקְלַמן and ֶעִטל ַבְתָיה . He learned under the 
ַחִייםָחֵפץ   (Radin) and later in  ַּתֹוָרהְיִשיַבת ַשַער ה  (Grodno). He received ְסִמיָכה in ְשִחיָטה from  ָנחּום  ַחִייםר׳

 in Brisk until 1938. He כֹוֵלל הֹוָרָאה Vershovki (Skidel). He studied in ר׳ ֵמִאיר ָנחּום and from ,(Ostrin) ַהכֵֹּהן
received ְסִמיָכה from the Brisker ר׳ ִשְמָחה ֶזִליג ,ַדָין Riger, and ר׳ ִאיֶסר Malin (Brisk), ר׳ ִשְמעֹון Shkop ( ֹּאש ר
ְצִבי ַאְרֵיה ַחִייםר׳  Grodno) and ,ְיִשיָבה  Bozdanski (ָרב, Ostrin). He received a ְכַתב ִמיָלה from ר׳ מֶֹּשה Peckler 
and  עֹוֶזר ַחִייםר׳  Grodzinski (Vilna). He married ברַײָנא Sternberg in 1943. R' Cofnas served as a ָרב in 
Birmingham for over 50 years and was extremely devoted to his ִמְתַפְלִלים and communal needs. With 
wisdom and fortitiude he raised their level of ַכְשרּות and ְשִמיַרת ַהִמְצֹות. As an old-time ָרב, his ַהְשָקפֹות 
reflected the ideals of the pre-war European ּתֹוָרה world in which he was raised.  He carried the  ָחֵפץ
 ַּתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק s image with him throughout his life, and [against his will] was often referred to as a’ַחִיים

of the  ַחִייםָחֵפץ . Like his  ִביֶר , he was a man of impeccable integrity and unwavering ֱאמּוָנה. 
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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ֶכָך    אִתי ֵחן ְבֵעיֶניָך הֹוִדֵעִני נָּא ֶאת ְדרָּ צָּ ה ִאם נָּא מָּ )ְשמֹות לג:יג(… ְוַעתָּ  
 And now, if I have indeed found favor in Your eyes, please 
make Your ways [of giving rewards (see ַרִש״י)] known to me. 
 In כֹות  s request of’ֹמֶשה ַרֵבינּו explain that ֲחַז״ל ,)ז:( ַמֶסֶכת ְברָּ
 to please make Your ways known to me was really a request to הקב״ה
be shown the reason why ַצִדיִקים seem to suffer in this world and 
ִעים  .seem to prosper ְרשָּ
 This is an age-old question, remarked the ֵפץ ַחִיים  and it ,חָּ
still bothers many people: Why are there wicked people who live in 
luxury and  comfort,  while  many  righteous  people  live  in  poverty  
and suffering? 
 Perhaps we can gain some insight, said the ֵפץ ַחִיים  from ,חָּ
the following ל שָּ  that will address this question using a typical ,מָּ
situation that often occurs.   
 An individual from another city was visiting a certain shul on 
ת  called up various ַגַבאי morning. He watched carefully as the ַשבָּ
congregants to recite the כֹות ה over the ְברָּ  was ֹכֵהן reading. The תֹורָּ
selected from the back row of the shul, the ֵלִוי was chosen from a 
different row, the ֵאל  was chosen from a third, and so on. In the ִיְשרָּ
end, he noticed that all the people the ַגַבאי called up for ֲעִליֹות were 
selected from different sections of the shul. 
 After davening, the visitor approached the ַגַבאי. 

 “Excuse me,” he asked the ַגַבאי, “I am a guest and really 
should not be giving advice; however, I believe you are making it so 
much more difficult on yourself. I noticed that you selected people 
who are sitting in different sections of the shul. I am no ם כָּ  but would ,חָּ
it not have made more sense to simply choose seven men from the 
same row? That way you can keep track of whom you called up and 
who is the next person in line for the ֲעִליֹות!” 
 “My dear sir,” responded the ַגַבאי, “you are certainly a 
welcome guest in our shul; however, you were a guest in our shul for 
only one ת  so it may seem to you that there was no order to how I ,ַשבָּ
distributed the ֲעִליֹות. But if you would daven here on a regular basis 
on ת  mornings, you would be able to easily determine that I ַשבָּ
carefully give out the ֲעִליֹות according to a specific order that is based 
on several diverse factors…” 
 The same thing can be said about this world, said the  ֵפץ חָּ
 We come to this world as guests for relatively few years, and we .ַחִיים
cannot expect to grasp the order of how הקב״ה governs His world. 
 Many  times  it  seems  that  the  righteous  suffer  and  the 
wicked prosper. However, we must believe that there is Judgment and 
there is a Judge Who masterfully guides our world! 

Adapted from A Shabbos Vort (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

TorahThoughts

ר׳ ְזֵאב  was born in Brownsville, NY, to ר׳ ְמַנֵחם מַאִניס ַזַצ״ל
ה  he went ,ַבר ִמְצָוה Mandel. After his ְפרּוָמא ֵלָאה and ְקָהת ֹמשֶׁ
to learn in ְיִשיָבה ּתֹוָרה ְוַדַעת, where he became a ַּתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק 

of ר׳ ְשַרָגא פַײװל Mendlowitz ַזַצ״ל. At age 21, he taught at the ַּתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרה of 
Flatbush. ר׳ ְשַרָגא פַײװל encouraged him to open a ַּתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרה in 
Williamsburg one year later. In 1942, he received ְסִמיָכה from R' Shlomo 
Heiman ַזַצ״ל. In 1943, he married ְצִבָיה Delman (after her ְפִטיָרה he 
remarried to ִטיל ַמְלָכה  Ungarischer), and began his glorious, historic 60 עֶׁ
years as ְמַנֵהל in ְיִשיָבה ד׳ברּוקִלין. His sterling character and beautiful ִמּדֹות 
left an indelible mark on thousands of ַּתְלִמיִדים and ַּתְלִמידֹות. His brilliant 
  .today מֹוְסדֹות ַהִחּנּוְך are widely used by many ִחּנּוְך in ַהְשָקפֹות

 כ"ב אדר
5676 — 5766 
1916 — 2006 

R' Menachem Manis Mandel ַזַצ״ל once 
wrote this anecdote about his brother: 
“… As children … if my mother ע״ה 
gave one of us two delicacies to share 
with the other, we would always offer 
the larger one to the other one — 
‘No, you take this one’ … and if it did 
not solve the problem, then the one 
holding the treats would hold them both 
behind him and would say ‘Right or left?’ — 
and that would resolve it.” 

לע״נ מאמעלע בת ר׳ אברהם הלוי שארר ע״ה נפטרה י״א אדר א׳, ה׳ תשמ״ו

לע״נ הגאון הצדיק ר׳ יעקב בן ר׳ אברהם הלוי שארר ז״ל נפטר י״א אדר

PIRCHEI 

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

nabfbx tsr nrcho canjv!!! 



Reaping the FruitLiving   Torahwith 
the

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

. ה ְיהּוָדה )ְשמֹות לא:ב(…   ן חּור ְלַמטֵׁ ן אּוִרי בֶּ ל בֶּ ם ְבַצְלאֵׁ ָקָראִתי ְבשֵׁ  
 … I have called by name ל  of ,חּור son of ,אּוִרי son of ,ְבַצְלאֵׁ
the tribe of ְיהּוָדה. 
ל   was granted ,חּור the son of ,אּוִרי the son of ,ְבַצְלאֵׁ
knowledge of the wisdom with which ד׳ created heaven and earth. It 
was with this spirit and wisdom that ל  ד׳ where ,ִמְשָכן built the ְבַצְלאֵׁ
would rest His ְשִכיָנה. How did he merit this, and why does the ּתֹוָרה 
mention not only the name of ל  s father, but also the name of’ְבַצְלאֵׁ
his grandfather, חּור? 
ה ,ִמְרָים was the son of חּור   s sister. Our Sages tell us that’ֺמשֶּ
when the Jews began worshipping the ל ַהָזָהב גֶּ  .rebuked them חּור ,עֵׁ
Caught up in the frenzy of their sin, the people killed חּור .חּור’s  ְמִסיַרת
ש פֶּ  was a sign that the ִמְשָכן was not for naught. The building of the נֶּ
people had been forgiven for the sin of the ל ַהָזָהב גֶּ  ד׳ and that ,עֵׁ
would once again rest His Divine Presence among them. It was in the 
merit of חּור’s ש פֶּ ל ,that his grandson ְמִסיַרת נֶּ  was chosen for this ,ְבַצְלאֵׁ
lofty task (R' Yehudah Zev Segal ַזַצ״ל). 
 A Jew’s self-sacrifice for ּתֹוָרה and ִמְצֹות never goes 
unrewarded.  The  reward  may  come  in  a  later  generation,  but 
ultimately, it will come. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
  In Lithuania in the last century, there lived a G-d-fearing 
couple  of  very  modest  means.  They  had  very  little  in  the  way  of 
furniture, but were very wealthy in ּתֹוָרה and ִמְצֹות. The wife had no 
nice clothing to wear on ַשָבת and יֹום טֹוב. One day, her husband 
decided it was time for his wife to buy a new dress. They put aside a 
few coins each week until they had enough money to purchase the 
dress. The woman went to a seamstress and chose the garment that 
she wanted. 
 As  the  husband  walked  through  the  town’s  streets,  he 
noticed a man selling ְסָפִרים, surrounded by many customers. The 
dealer was offering one specific ר פֶּ ת  for sale – a new edition of סֵׁ כֶּ ַמסֶּ
 R' Shmuel Strashun) ַרַש״ש with the commentary of the ָבָבא ַקָמא
 s’ַרַש״ש that contained the ְגָמָרא This was the first printing of a .(ַזַצ״ל

commentary.  
 The man inspected a volume. What a work of beauty! He 
was not thinking of his own learning. His mind was on his teenage 
son, a diligent ְיִשיָבה student. His son would soon begin learning  ָבָבא
 The dealer told him the price. It cost almost .ְגָמָרא and needed a ַקָמא
as much as the dress. 
 The man stood in silence, pondering what to do. Of course, 
this money was intended for his wife, not his son. But what would his 
wife say? There was no time to go home and ask her. The volumes 
were selling quickly; only a few remained. The dealer would soon 
leave town and probably not return for another six months.  
 “I know my wife better than anyone,” he thought. “Surely, 
she would be willing to undergo any sacrifice for the sake of our son’s 
learning.” Having reached that decision, he handed the dealer the 
money and asked him to wrap up a ְגָמָרא. 
 On his way home, the man met the city’s ָרב, who asked 
him  what  he  was  carrying.  When  the  man  told  him  what  he  
had purchased and why, the ָרב excitedly asked if he could come 
home with him to see his son’s reaction when he would receive the 
  .ְגָמָרא
 The  two  walked  up  the  path  to  the  couple’s  home. 
Suddenly, the husband stopped. “What’s wrong?” asked the ָרב. The 
husband replied, "I bought the ְגָמָרא after coming to the conclusion 
that this is what my wife would want me to do. But what if I’m 
wrong? What if she will be upset?” 
 But it was too late. He greeted his wife. After he slowly 
opened the package and told her what it was for, his wife smiled 
broadly and said, “Oh, I’m so delighted! This is the most wonderful 
gift that I have ever received!”  
 The above story was related by R' Avraham Kalmanowitz 
 of Yeshivas Mir in Europe and America. Those who רֺאש ְיִשיָבה ,ַזַצ״ל
know say the couple were his grandparents and their teenage son was 
none other than R' Kalmanowitz’s father, R' Aharon Aryeh Leib ַזַצ״ל. 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 When New York State first began its 
school  food  program,  Yeshiva  of  Brooklyn 
registered and invested in an expensive kitchen 
solely in order to help the parents. Until then, 
children would bring lunch from home.  
 The יָבה  submitted a request for ְישִׁ
reimbursement, but it was denied. Based on 
the  bills,  the  school  was  not  providing  the 
required amount of milk per meal. The ְמַנֵהל, R' 
Manis Mandel ַזַצ״ל, replied that the school 
provided the milk, but many children were not 
drinking it. 
 An official was sent down to the 
school. He saw that each table was set with the 
required amount of milk. When the meal was 

over, the kitchen staff combined the partially 
full containers so that the milk could be stored 
to be used at the next meal.  
 “Ah! Here’s the problem,” the official 
said.  “The  milk  has  to  get  used  up.  If  the 
children don’t drink it, then spill it out.” 
 R' Manis was taken aback. “Are you 
serious? Spill out the milk? Sir, this is a school, 
and a school is supposed to teach values. To 
spill out perfectly good milk is sinful, and we are 
not going to do it — even if it means being 
removed from the lunch program!” 
 Amazed at what he heard, the official 
offered  to  work  out  a  solution.  R'  Manis 
suggested   that   the   milk   be   mixed   with 
chocolate milk, which the students would enjoy 

more. The  official accepted this solution. Upon 
his  return  to  Albany,  he  told  his  superiors 
everything that had taken place. They were so 
impressed, they agreed to honor the original 
requisition, even though the required amount 
of milk had not been used. 
 My יד ָכבֹוד  imagine how much ,ַתְלמִׁ
ם  would have been lost forever if R' Manis ָשַמיִׁ
had agreed to the official’s advice! Then that 
would be the known reason why the יָבה  ְישִׁ
received funding. If one stands by the principles 
of ֱאֶמת, the even without a chocolate milk 
solution, everything will work out for the best! 
 

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִׁ  ְיהִׁ
ידּות  י Your                         ,ְבְידִׁ  ֶרבִׁ

Story adapted from Living the Parashah (ArtScroll) 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ַנִים ִמְקָרא  ת ׁשְ ִהְלכוֹו
וּום ְר�ּו ְוֶאָחד תּוַ

Halacha 
Corner

ּגּום ֶאָחד ַתרְׁ ָרא וְׁ ַנִים ִמקְׁ  .יֹום טֹוב of ָפָרָשה is not required for the שְׁ
One should read ָרָכה זֺאת ַהבְׁ ָנא ַרָבא on וְׁ  .הֹוַשעְׁ
One who reads ָרָכה זֺאת ַהבְׁ ִמיִני ֲעֶצֶרת on וְׁ  still fulfills his שְׁ
obligation.   

The ָהג ָטָרה is also to read / review the ִמנְׁ   .before davening ַהפְׁ
 Completing ּגּום ֶאָחד ַתרְׁ ָרא וְׁ ַנִים ִמקְׁ  showers us with many שְׁ
ָרכֹות  to complete it זֹוֶכה including longevity. May we be all ,בְׁ
weekly. 

The 5th Annual Pirchei
 This is the wrap up of the 5th International ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם ת״ת contest. A huge ר כֲֹּחֶכם ִיים ,to all the parents ִייׁשַׁ  and their devoted secretaries for submitting ,ֶרבֵּ
the lists of participants. Winners will be announced אי״ה after םירופ. Below are the contestants: 
Grade 1 – Avraham Baraka, Yitzchok Baraka, Ezra Harari-Raful, Avraham Tebele; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Elimelech Fogel; Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Shimmy Lowy; Yeshiva 
Karlin Stolin;  Moshe Avigdor Gelfand;  Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech;  Eliyahu Levi Allakhverdov,  Daniel Bergman,  Raphael Bilinsky,  Ashi Bistricer,  Shlomo Botknecht, 
Menachem Danziger,  Aryeh Davis,  Baruch Deutsch,  Nosson Zvi Diamond,  Avromi Drillick,  Binyomin Elkon,  Simcha Feder,  Reuven Ferziger,  Yosef Finkelstein,  Yosef 
Shalom Fireworker, Yona Fischer, Shalom Friedman, Yitzchok Friedman, Dovid Yechiel Ghershenzon, Meir Ghershenzon, Moshe Herbstman, Avi Idler, Dovi Kaplan, Zvi 
Aaron Koff, Avi Korinsky, Aryeh Leib Landsberg, Uriel Lasry, Shai Ledereich, Tzvi Yehuda Lederer, Moshe Leshem, Boruch Leshkowitz, Sender Leshkowitz, Eliyahu Dovid 
Levy, Dovi Lewin, Binyomin Milstein, Yaakov Yosef Moradi, Shlomo Ridiker, Yehuda Rosenzweig, Dovi Shain, Yehuda Silberberg, Eliyahu Warman, Noam Weisel, Yaakov 
Weiss, Izzy Weissman, Shimon Yukhanov; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Mishael Mordechai Gantz; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Chaim Yitzchok 
Levy; Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yaakov Zakheim; Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; Chaim Yeshaya Peker; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Pinchos Pinter; Yeshiva Damesek Eliezer; Lakewood, NJ; 
Yaakov Eliyahu Neiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Meir Nockenofsky, Menachem Mendel Smith; Yeshiva M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Avi 
Scherer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH.  
Grade 2 – Moshe Amshalem, Shmuel Amshalem, Aviel Bazargan, Noam Brown, Matis Burstein, Yitzchak Gelb, Menachem Shalom Gottesman, Daniel Lelchuk, Kalmy 
Obermeister, Chaim Yaakov Stern, Shmuel Weiss; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Avraham Haber, Moshe Lagnado, Yehuda Mograby, Yoshiyahu Mograby, David Sonanes, 
Moshe Weiss;  Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Shloimy Hirtenfeld;  Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech;  Emanuel Babazadeh,  Menachem Breuer,  Yoel Boruch Czeisler,  Shmuel Meir 
Feldmaus,  Efraim Fireworker,  Avi Goldburd,  Yissochor Berish Gross,  Ahron Huss,  Orie Joudai,  Asher Katz,  Shlomo Dov Kelman,  Efraim Khaimov,  Moshe Klein,  Tzvi 
Landau,  Azriel Laufer,  Shmuel Lebovits,  Shmuel Leshkowitz,  Moshe Mandelman,  Binyamin Minzer,  Yehuda Ridiker,  Ahron Meir Safier,  Eliyahu Meir Schilit,  Yoseph 
Shafer,  Avi Stroh,  Nosson Eliyahu Teller,  Shmuel Weingarten,  Hillel Werzberger,  Daniel Shlomo Yifat;  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn, NY;  Pinchas Becker,  Baruch 
Bobker; Yeshiva Darchei Torah, Far Rockaway, NY; Amrom Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Shneur Aronovitch; Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; Flushing, 
NY; Shmuel Khaver; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Baltimore, MD; Mordechai Steinharter; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Avrohom Eliezer Eckstein; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; 
Chaim Boruch Pfeffer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Shmuel Uziel Feifer, Yisroel Moshe Weinberg; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Pinny Adlerstein, 
Yehudah Ceder, Shlomo Nosson Fishleder, Naftali Geldman, Aharon Jaspan, Yehoshua Mann, Avi Segal; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 3 – Yisroel Meir Ginsberg, Mordechai Nass, Chaim Yishaya Sussman, Naftali Wrotzlovsky; The Cheder; Yehoshua Berger, Adam Davydov, Eitan Ganchrow, Boruch 
Goldfein, Tzvi Simcha Harmen, Yehoshuah Katz, Dani Kertzner, Azriel Meir Malek, Yonah Moster, Rafi Mostofsky, Eliyahu Meir Simon; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yitzchock 
Harari-Raful, Eliyahu Nakash;  Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Yisroel Kaplan, Yitzchok Lowy;  Yeshiva Karlin Stolin;  Avrohom Chaim Toplan;  Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; 
Binyomin Greenberg;  Yeshiva Torah Temimah;  Chaim Aschendorf, Chaim Bash, Efrayim Cohn, Moshe Cywiak, Nossi Finkelstein, Simcha Fireworker, Binyomin Zev 
Florans, Avi Grossberger, Aharon Itzkowitz, Shalom Kelman, Chaim Lederer, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Effie Neuman, Avrohom Aharon Perl, Aryeh 
Pollak, Dovid Eliyahu Pomerantz, Chagai Saadon, Yitzchak Schlaff, Avrohom Silbert, Mordechai Slomovics, Dovid Tessler, Aaron Avrohom Vaiselberg, Nesanel Chaim 
Vaiselberg, Avi Weiss, Moshe Werzberger, Dovi Worenklein, Nosson Meir Yaiche;  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn,  NY;  Levi Berkowitz;  Fallsburg Cheder School; 
Fallsburg, NY;  Yaakov Zev Greenfield;  Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim;  Avi Abramson,  Yitzchok Attar,  Yakov Belsky,  Avrohom Shmuel Edelman,  Mordechai Esrig,  Yehuda 
Garfunkel, Yaakov Chaim Goldman, Yaakov Morgenstern, Zev Portnoy, Meir Moshe Sinaei; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Moshe Lasar; Yeshiva Shaarei 
Tzion; Edison, NJ; Avraham Rupp; Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Yaakov Yisroel Peker; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Dovid Barkin, Shloimy Birnbaum, Dovid Braun, Tzvi Yehuda Eisen, 
Binyomin Zev Friedman, Noach Globerman, Eliyohu Goldberg, Shmuel Metzger, Yaakov Reuven Ort; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Binyomin Zorach Feder, Mordechai Schustal, 
Eliyahu Yurkansky; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Refoel Smith; Yeshiva M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Yehuda Leibowitz; Hillel Academy; Pittsburgh, PA; Yehuda Zev 
Markowitz; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX.  
Grade 4 – Moshe Dahan, Yehuda Obermeister, Zev Yankovich, Moishe Zimmerman; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Aharon Taibi; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Noach Shain; Yeshiva 
Ketana of Bensonhurst; Moshe Ariel, Shmuel Eliezer Baumann, Moshe Bentzion Blum, Moshe Brachfeld, Yudi Breuer, Shlomo Czeiler, Yechezkel Drillick, Yisrael Drillick, 
Mayer Farkas, Shimi Fireworker, Aaron Fried, Dovid Friedman, Yisrael Yehuda Haas, Noach Hammer, Mendy Herbstman, Shmuel Hirsch, Aharon Horowitz, Isser Zalmen 
Itzkowitz, Nosson Tzvi Kamins, Dovi Katz, Eli Katz, Zisha Katzenstein, Chaim Klerer, Yechiel Ledereich, Zevi Leshkowitz, Avrohom Zev Levitin, Akiva Lieberman, Mordechai 
Neuman,  Ahron Oberlander,  Avrohom Mordechai Paneth,  Yaakov Paneth,  Dovid Rubenstein,  Yisroel Silberberg,  Yaacov Weiss,  Sruli Yifat;  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 
Brooklyn, NY; Motti Berkowitz, Mordechai Edelson, Avrohom Felder, Elimelech G. Hendler, Yehuda Leib Kalatsky, Yossi Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, 
NY;  Moshe Dovid Berger; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY;  Shauli Brandman, Eli Cohen, Feivel Cohen, Binyomin Dafner, Shmuel Hollander, Avi Lubowsky, 
Noam Nudell, Aron Tzvi Papoff, Simcha Perlman, Zevy Pinkus, Moshe Reiss, Moshe Wolf, Meir Zucker; Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Elimelech Friedman, Yehuda 
Grunwald, Gavriel Mirkin, Simcha Neuberger; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Avrohom Alter Atlas, Dovi Feldman, Elimelech Friedman, Yehuda Grunwald, Binyamin Kroll, 
Moishe Rosen, Yisroel Meir Shoub, Avraham Shmuel Victor; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Chaim Dov Ber Eckstein; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Tzvi 
Aryeh Altschuller, Shmuel Dovid Friedman, Mordechai Shlomo Smith; Yeshiva M’kor Boruch;  Passaic, NJ;  Yosef Yitzchok Baras, Shragi Mann, Dovid Simcha Pfeffer, 
Aaron Pressman, Yossi Scherer, Azriel Singer, Chaim Weinrib; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Yossi Dessler, Azaria Feldman, Mayer Gancz, Dovid Goldman, 
Shlomo Goldstein, Yishai Wolf; Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Chaim Feifer, Meir Klugmann; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Yisroel Leibowitz; Hillel Academy; 
Pittsburgh, PA; Chaim Katz, David Nachman Robinov, Lev Shalom Sagal, Naftali Skaist; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX; Shimon Ehrentrau; Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 5 – Chaim Mordechai Ginsberg, Meir Nass; The Cheder; Avi Getter, Chaim Sholom Katz, Dovi Lerner, Zevi Melcer, Yakov Asher Moster, Tzvi Muller; Yeshiva Ahavas 
Torah; Daniel Cohen, Yissachar Harari-Raful; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Boruch Kaplan; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Gedalia Broyde, Yehuda Goldstein, Eliyohu Helberg, Nosson 
Feitel Hirtenfeld, Eliyohu Waldman; Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Shmuel Dovid Anflick, Menachem Mendel Berniker, Yehuda Geller, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Ari Korsinsky, 
Yaacov Yehuda Kramer, Yerachmiel Lasker, Dov Levy, Dovi Mendelovitz, Yakov Perl, Yosef Menachem Smith, Moshe Yehoshua Stern, Dovi Werner, Shmuel Werzberger; 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn, NY;  Yitzchok Tzvi Jurkansky,  Yisroel Moskovitz;  Yeshiva Toras Zev;  Lakewood, NJ;  Shmuel Alexander Eichenstein,  Ahron Hirsch, 
Avraham Katz, Azriel Musman, Zecharia Oratz; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok, Baltimore, MD; Elazar Freedman; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Yonason Aryeh 
Aron, Shimon Belsky, Yisroel Friedman, Aryeh Leib Hunger, Shmuel Dovid Katz, Yechiel Aryeh Klugmann, Michoel Lerman, Yaakov Moshe Margulies, Aaron Paperman, 
Eliyahu  Meir  Rappaport,  Moshe  Chaim  Rechanik,  Moshe  Zev  Rokowsky,  Moshe  Rozen,  Mayer  Zelig  Simon,  Yehuda  Leib  Solomon,  Yosef  Sommer,  Menachem 
Wainbrand, Tzvi Wenger; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Chananel Abrams; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 6 – Moshe Choueka, Boruch Leib Leiser; The Cheder; Michael Levy, Avraham Netanel; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Azaria Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; 
Yosef Friedman, Eli Weichselbaum; Yeshiva Ohr Shraga; Daniel Suval; Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Yaakov Czeisler, Adiel Duchovny, Aryeh Fingerer, Shmuel Frank, Yitzchok 
Herskovich, Zev Katz, Ami Ledereich, Shuli Lowy, Yitzy Merav, Refael Oberlander, Yoni Solomon; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Nachie Berger; Yeshiva Darchei 
Torah;  Far Rockaway, NY;  Yehuda Schwartz;  Yeshiva Beth Mikroh;  Monsey, NY;  Shloimy Weber;  Yeshiva RJJ;  Staten Island, NY;  Shalom David Behmanesh;  Yeshivas 
Chofetz Chaim; Elazar Moradian; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Eliezer Cohen, Ezra Kassin, Shimmy Zweiback; Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Shmuel Frank, 
Yechezkel Yehuda Sher; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Chesky Chomsky, Aryeh Leib Krasner; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Binyomin Brisk, Asher Yeshaya Knopfler, Binyomin Schustal; 
Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Henoch Yakov Scherer, Yonason Singer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Dovid Heinemann, Simcha Levovitz, Moshe Rozen; 
Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Dov Gothelf; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 7 – Yaakov Shalom Adler, Shmaryahu Yosef Bandman, Yishaya Chaim Bar Dea, Eliyahu Borenstein, Yosef Eisen, Nesanel Eisenberg, Aryeh Feder, Shlomo Yehuda 
Finkler,  Eliyahu Friedman,  Shimon Kalazan,  Yaakov Kaplan,  Elazar Katz,  Meir Liazadeh,  Eliezer Dovid Lieberman,  Shaya London,  Yechiel Pesach Michaeli,  Eliezer 
Nelkenbaum; Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana; Shmuel Yehuda Ginsberg, Mordechai Kaplan, Eliyahu Nass; The Cheder; Menachem Manis Lang; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yaakov 
Chai Harari-Raful; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Yechiel Stein; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Eliezer Abba Meller; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Yosef Ozer Hirtenfeld; Yeshiva Tiferes 
Elimelech; Yosef Greenberg; Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Shlomo Methal; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yehoshua Garry; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; 
Baltimore, MD; Chaim Yeruchem Cohen, Nechemiah Kibel; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Simcha Levovitz; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Shlomo Goldstein, Shalom 
Karr, Dovid Aryeh Rappaport; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Yaakov Berelowitz; Hillel Academy; Pittsburgh, PA; Ahron Shlomo Davis, Yisroel Pearlman, Aron 
Chaim Sharer, Moishie Sinason, Eli Spitzer; Mechina; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 8 – Eliyohu Falik, Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan, Yisroel Meir Sanders; The Cheder; Nissim Harari-Raful; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Sholom Lowy; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; 
Moshe Levy, Yitzchok Lew; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Binyomin Zev Helberg; Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Mayer Ozer Greenberg; Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, 
NY; Yitzchok Meir Kassin, Yechiel Kupferstein; Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yaakov Mordechai Dworkin; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Bentzion Shacham; Yeshiva 
M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Yehoshua Bodenstein, Nochum Tzvi Cohen, Aryeh Tzvi Dowek, Chaim Fleischer, Moshe Aharon Gruen, Noach Kirzner, Zevy Klein, Yaakov 
Kohn, Yehuda Manevich, Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Meir Sonnenschein; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Refael Binyomin Eckstein; Ahavas Torah; Moishy Eckstein; 
Eitz Chaim; Manchester, UK. 

í"í שובבי"ם Contest



Reaping the FruitLiving   Torahwith 
the

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

. ה ְיהּוָדה )ְשמֹות לא:ב(…   ן חּור ְלַמטֵׁ ן אּוִרי בֶּ ל בֶּ ם ְבַצְלאֵׁ ָקָראִתי ְבשֵׁ  
 … I have called by name ל  of ,חּור son of ,אּוִרי son of ,ְבַצְלאֵׁ
the tribe of ְיהּוָדה. 
ל   was granted ,חּור the son of ,אּוִרי the son of ,ְבַצְלאֵׁ
knowledge of the wisdom with which ד׳ created heaven and earth. It 
was with this spirit and wisdom that ל  ד׳ where ,ִמְשָכן built the ְבַצְלאֵׁ
would rest His ְשִכיָנה. How did he merit this, and why does the ּתֹוָרה 
mention not only the name of ל  s father, but also the name of’ְבַצְלאֵׁ
his grandfather, חּור? 
ה ,ִמְרָים was the son of חּור   s sister. Our Sages tell us that’ֺמשֶּ
when the Jews began worshipping the ל ַהָזָהב גֶּ  .rebuked them חּור ,עֵׁ
Caught up in the frenzy of their sin, the people killed חּור .חּור’s  ְמִסיַרת
ש פֶּ  was a sign that the ִמְשָכן was not for naught. The building of the נֶּ
people had been forgiven for the sin of the ל ַהָזָהב גֶּ  ד׳ and that ,עֵׁ
would once again rest His Divine Presence among them. It was in the 
merit of חּור’s ש פֶּ ל ,that his grandson ְמִסיַרת נֶּ  was chosen for this ,ְבַצְלאֵׁ
lofty task (R' Yehudah Zev Segal ַזַצ״ל). 
 A Jew’s self-sacrifice for ּתֹוָרה and ִמְצֹות never goes 
unrewarded.  The  reward  may  come  in  a  later  generation,  but 
ultimately, it will come. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
  In Lithuania in the last century, there lived a G-d-fearing 
couple  of  very  modest  means.  They  had  very  little  in  the  way  of 
furniture, but were very wealthy in ּתֹוָרה and ִמְצֹות. The wife had no 
nice clothing to wear on ַשָבת and יֹום טֹוב. One day, her husband 
decided it was time for his wife to buy a new dress. They put aside a 
few coins each week until they had enough money to purchase the 
dress. The woman went to a seamstress and chose the garment that 
she wanted. 
 As  the  husband  walked  through  the  town’s  streets,  he 
noticed a man selling ְסָפִרים, surrounded by many customers. The 
dealer was offering one specific ר פֶּ ת  for sale – a new edition of סֵׁ כֶּ ַמסֶּ
 R' Shmuel Strashun) ַרַש״ש with the commentary of the ָבָבא ַקָמא
 s’ַרַש״ש that contained the ְגָמָרא This was the first printing of a .(ַזַצ״ל

commentary.  
 The man inspected a volume. What a work of beauty! He 
was not thinking of his own learning. His mind was on his teenage 
son, a diligent ְיִשיָבה student. His son would soon begin learning  ָבָבא
 The dealer told him the price. It cost almost .ְגָמָרא and needed a ַקָמא
as much as the dress. 
 The man stood in silence, pondering what to do. Of course, 
this money was intended for his wife, not his son. But what would his 
wife say? There was no time to go home and ask her. The volumes 
were selling quickly; only a few remained. The dealer would soon 
leave town and probably not return for another six months.  
 “I know my wife better than anyone,” he thought. “Surely, 
she would be willing to undergo any sacrifice for the sake of our son’s 
learning.” Having reached that decision, he handed the dealer the 
money and asked him to wrap up a ְגָמָרא. 
 On his way home, the man met the city’s ָרב, who asked 
him  what  he  was  carrying.  When  the  man  told  him  what  he  
had purchased and why, the ָרב excitedly asked if he could come 
home with him to see his son’s reaction when he would receive the 
  .ְגָמָרא
 The  two  walked  up  the  path  to  the  couple’s  home. 
Suddenly, the husband stopped. “What’s wrong?” asked the ָרב. The 
husband replied, "I bought the ְגָמָרא after coming to the conclusion 
that this is what my wife would want me to do. But what if I’m 
wrong? What if she will be upset?” 
 But it was too late. He greeted his wife. After he slowly 
opened the package and told her what it was for, his wife smiled 
broadly and said, “Oh, I’m so delighted! This is the most wonderful 
gift that I have ever received!”  
 The above story was related by R' Avraham Kalmanowitz 
 of Yeshivas Mir in Europe and America. Those who רֺאש ְיִשיָבה ,ַזַצ״ל
know say the couple were his grandparents and their teenage son was 
none other than R' Kalmanowitz’s father, R' Aharon Aryeh Leib ַזַצ״ל. 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 When New York State first began its 
school  food  program,  Yeshiva  of  Brooklyn 
registered and invested in an expensive kitchen 
solely in order to help the parents. Until then, 
children would bring lunch from home.  
 The יָבה  submitted a request for ְישִׁ
reimbursement, but it was denied. Based on 
the  bills,  the  school  was  not  providing  the 
required amount of milk per meal. The ְמַנֵהל, R' 
Manis Mandel ַזַצ״ל, replied that the school 
provided the milk, but many children were not 
drinking it. 
 An official was sent down to the 
school. He saw that each table was set with the 
required amount of milk. When the meal was 

over, the kitchen staff combined the partially 
full containers so that the milk could be stored 
to be used at the next meal.  
 “Ah! Here’s the problem,” the official 
said.  “The  milk  has  to  get  used  up.  If  the 
children don’t drink it, then spill it out.” 
 R' Manis was taken aback. “Are you 
serious? Spill out the milk? Sir, this is a school, 
and a school is supposed to teach values. To 
spill out perfectly good milk is sinful, and we are 
not going to do it — even if it means being 
removed from the lunch program!” 
 Amazed at what he heard, the official 
offered  to  work  out  a  solution.  R'  Manis 
suggested   that   the   milk   be   mixed   with 
chocolate milk, which the students would enjoy 

more. The  official accepted this solution. Upon 
his  return  to  Albany,  he  told  his  superiors 
everything that had taken place. They were so 
impressed, they agreed to honor the original 
requisition, even though the required amount 
of milk had not been used. 
 My יד ָכבֹוד  imagine how much ,ַתְלמִׁ
ם  would have been lost forever if R' Manis ָשַמיִׁ
had agreed to the official’s advice! Then that 
would be the known reason why the יָבה  ְישִׁ
received funding. If one stands by the principles 
of ֱאֶמת, the even without a chocolate milk 
solution, everything will work out for the best! 
 

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִׁ  ְיהִׁ
ידּות  י Your                         ,ְבְידִׁ  ֶרבִׁ

Story adapted from Living the Parashah (ArtScroll) 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ַנִים ִמְקָרא  ת ׁשְ ִהְלכוֹו
וּום ְר�ּו ְוֶאָחד תּוַ

Halacha 
Corner

ּגּום ֶאָחד ַתרְׁ ָרא וְׁ ַנִים ִמקְׁ  .יֹום טֹוב of ָפָרָשה is not required for the שְׁ
One should read ָרָכה זֺאת ַהבְׁ ָנא ַרָבא on וְׁ  .הֹוַשעְׁ
One who reads ָרָכה זֺאת ַהבְׁ ִמיִני ֲעֶצֶרת on וְׁ  still fulfills his שְׁ
obligation.   

The ָהג ָטָרה is also to read / review the ִמנְׁ   .before davening ַהפְׁ
 Completing ּגּום ֶאָחד ַתרְׁ ָרא וְׁ ַנִים ִמקְׁ  showers us with many שְׁ
ָרכֹות  to complete it זֹוֶכה including longevity. May we be all ,בְׁ
weekly. 

The 5th Annual Pirchei
 This is the wrap up of the 5th International ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם ת״ת contest. A huge ר כֲֹּחֶכם ִיים ,to all the parents ִייׁשַׁ  and their devoted secretaries for submitting ,ֶרבֵּ
the lists of participants. Winners will be announced אי״ה after םירופ. Below are the contestants: 
Grade 1 – Avraham Baraka, Yitzchok Baraka, Ezra Harari-Raful, Avraham Tebele; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Elimelech Fogel; Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Shimmy Lowy; Yeshiva 
Karlin Stolin;  Moshe Avigdor Gelfand;  Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech;  Eliyahu Levi Allakhverdov,  Daniel Bergman,  Raphael Bilinsky,  Ashi Bistricer,  Shlomo Botknecht, 
Menachem Danziger,  Aryeh Davis,  Baruch Deutsch,  Nosson Zvi Diamond,  Avromi Drillick,  Binyomin Elkon,  Simcha Feder,  Reuven Ferziger,  Yosef Finkelstein,  Yosef 
Shalom Fireworker, Yona Fischer, Shalom Friedman, Yitzchok Friedman, Dovid Yechiel Ghershenzon, Meir Ghershenzon, Moshe Herbstman, Avi Idler, Dovi Kaplan, Zvi 
Aaron Koff, Avi Korinsky, Aryeh Leib Landsberg, Uriel Lasry, Shai Ledereich, Tzvi Yehuda Lederer, Moshe Leshem, Boruch Leshkowitz, Sender Leshkowitz, Eliyahu Dovid 
Levy, Dovi Lewin, Binyomin Milstein, Yaakov Yosef Moradi, Shlomo Ridiker, Yehuda Rosenzweig, Dovi Shain, Yehuda Silberberg, Eliyahu Warman, Noam Weisel, Yaakov 
Weiss, Izzy Weissman, Shimon Yukhanov; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Mishael Mordechai Gantz; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Chaim Yitzchok 
Levy; Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yaakov Zakheim; Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; Chaim Yeshaya Peker; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Pinchos Pinter; Yeshiva Damesek Eliezer; Lakewood, NJ; 
Yaakov Eliyahu Neiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Meir Nockenofsky, Menachem Mendel Smith; Yeshiva M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Avi 
Scherer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH.  
Grade 2 – Moshe Amshalem, Shmuel Amshalem, Aviel Bazargan, Noam Brown, Matis Burstein, Yitzchak Gelb, Menachem Shalom Gottesman, Daniel Lelchuk, Kalmy 
Obermeister, Chaim Yaakov Stern, Shmuel Weiss; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Avraham Haber, Moshe Lagnado, Yehuda Mograby, Yoshiyahu Mograby, David Sonanes, 
Moshe Weiss;  Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Shloimy Hirtenfeld;  Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech;  Emanuel Babazadeh,  Menachem Breuer,  Yoel Boruch Czeisler,  Shmuel Meir 
Feldmaus,  Efraim Fireworker,  Avi Goldburd,  Yissochor Berish Gross,  Ahron Huss,  Orie Joudai,  Asher Katz,  Shlomo Dov Kelman,  Efraim Khaimov,  Moshe Klein,  Tzvi 
Landau,  Azriel Laufer,  Shmuel Lebovits,  Shmuel Leshkowitz,  Moshe Mandelman,  Binyamin Minzer,  Yehuda Ridiker,  Ahron Meir Safier,  Eliyahu Meir Schilit,  Yoseph 
Shafer,  Avi Stroh,  Nosson Eliyahu Teller,  Shmuel Weingarten,  Hillel Werzberger,  Daniel Shlomo Yifat;  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn, NY;  Pinchas Becker,  Baruch 
Bobker; Yeshiva Darchei Torah, Far Rockaway, NY; Amrom Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Shneur Aronovitch; Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; Flushing, 
NY; Shmuel Khaver; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Baltimore, MD; Mordechai Steinharter; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Avrohom Eliezer Eckstein; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; 
Chaim Boruch Pfeffer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Shmuel Uziel Feifer, Yisroel Moshe Weinberg; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Pinny Adlerstein, 
Yehudah Ceder, Shlomo Nosson Fishleder, Naftali Geldman, Aharon Jaspan, Yehoshua Mann, Avi Segal; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 3 – Yisroel Meir Ginsberg, Mordechai Nass, Chaim Yishaya Sussman, Naftali Wrotzlovsky; The Cheder; Yehoshua Berger, Adam Davydov, Eitan Ganchrow, Boruch 
Goldfein, Tzvi Simcha Harmen, Yehoshuah Katz, Dani Kertzner, Azriel Meir Malek, Yonah Moster, Rafi Mostofsky, Eliyahu Meir Simon; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yitzchock 
Harari-Raful, Eliyahu Nakash;  Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Yisroel Kaplan, Yitzchok Lowy;  Yeshiva Karlin Stolin;  Avrohom Chaim Toplan;  Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; 
Binyomin Greenberg;  Yeshiva Torah Temimah;  Chaim Aschendorf, Chaim Bash, Efrayim Cohn, Moshe Cywiak, Nossi Finkelstein, Simcha Fireworker, Binyomin Zev 
Florans, Avi Grossberger, Aharon Itzkowitz, Shalom Kelman, Chaim Lederer, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Effie Neuman, Avrohom Aharon Perl, Aryeh 
Pollak, Dovid Eliyahu Pomerantz, Chagai Saadon, Yitzchak Schlaff, Avrohom Silbert, Mordechai Slomovics, Dovid Tessler, Aaron Avrohom Vaiselberg, Nesanel Chaim 
Vaiselberg, Avi Weiss, Moshe Werzberger, Dovi Worenklein, Nosson Meir Yaiche;  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn,  NY;  Levi Berkowitz;  Fallsburg Cheder School; 
Fallsburg, NY;  Yaakov Zev Greenfield;  Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim;  Avi Abramson,  Yitzchok Attar,  Yakov Belsky,  Avrohom Shmuel Edelman,  Mordechai Esrig,  Yehuda 
Garfunkel, Yaakov Chaim Goldman, Yaakov Morgenstern, Zev Portnoy, Meir Moshe Sinaei; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Moshe Lasar; Yeshiva Shaarei 
Tzion; Edison, NJ; Avraham Rupp; Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Yaakov Yisroel Peker; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Dovid Barkin, Shloimy Birnbaum, Dovid Braun, Tzvi Yehuda Eisen, 
Binyomin Zev Friedman, Noach Globerman, Eliyohu Goldberg, Shmuel Metzger, Yaakov Reuven Ort; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Binyomin Zorach Feder, Mordechai Schustal, 
Eliyahu Yurkansky; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Refoel Smith; Yeshiva M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Yehuda Leibowitz; Hillel Academy; Pittsburgh, PA; Yehuda Zev 
Markowitz; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX.  
Grade 4 – Moshe Dahan, Yehuda Obermeister, Zev Yankovich, Moishe Zimmerman; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Aharon Taibi; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Noach Shain; Yeshiva 
Ketana of Bensonhurst; Moshe Ariel, Shmuel Eliezer Baumann, Moshe Bentzion Blum, Moshe Brachfeld, Yudi Breuer, Shlomo Czeiler, Yechezkel Drillick, Yisrael Drillick, 
Mayer Farkas, Shimi Fireworker, Aaron Fried, Dovid Friedman, Yisrael Yehuda Haas, Noach Hammer, Mendy Herbstman, Shmuel Hirsch, Aharon Horowitz, Isser Zalmen 
Itzkowitz, Nosson Tzvi Kamins, Dovi Katz, Eli Katz, Zisha Katzenstein, Chaim Klerer, Yechiel Ledereich, Zevi Leshkowitz, Avrohom Zev Levitin, Akiva Lieberman, Mordechai 
Neuman,  Ahron Oberlander,  Avrohom Mordechai Paneth,  Yaakov Paneth,  Dovid Rubenstein,  Yisroel Silberberg,  Yaacov Weiss,  Sruli Yifat;  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 
Brooklyn, NY; Motti Berkowitz, Mordechai Edelson, Avrohom Felder, Elimelech G. Hendler, Yehuda Leib Kalatsky, Yossi Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, 
NY;  Moshe Dovid Berger; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY;  Shauli Brandman, Eli Cohen, Feivel Cohen, Binyomin Dafner, Shmuel Hollander, Avi Lubowsky, 
Noam Nudell, Aron Tzvi Papoff, Simcha Perlman, Zevy Pinkus, Moshe Reiss, Moshe Wolf, Meir Zucker; Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Elimelech Friedman, Yehuda 
Grunwald, Gavriel Mirkin, Simcha Neuberger; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Avrohom Alter Atlas, Dovi Feldman, Elimelech Friedman, Yehuda Grunwald, Binyamin Kroll, 
Moishe Rosen, Yisroel Meir Shoub, Avraham Shmuel Victor; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Chaim Dov Ber Eckstein; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Tzvi 
Aryeh Altschuller, Shmuel Dovid Friedman, Mordechai Shlomo Smith; Yeshiva M’kor Boruch;  Passaic, NJ;  Yosef Yitzchok Baras, Shragi Mann, Dovid Simcha Pfeffer, 
Aaron Pressman, Yossi Scherer, Azriel Singer, Chaim Weinrib; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Yossi Dessler, Azaria Feldman, Mayer Gancz, Dovid Goldman, 
Shlomo Goldstein, Yishai Wolf; Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Chaim Feifer, Meir Klugmann; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Yisroel Leibowitz; Hillel Academy; 
Pittsburgh, PA; Chaim Katz, David Nachman Robinov, Lev Shalom Sagal, Naftali Skaist; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX; Shimon Ehrentrau; Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 5 – Chaim Mordechai Ginsberg, Meir Nass; The Cheder; Avi Getter, Chaim Sholom Katz, Dovi Lerner, Zevi Melcer, Yakov Asher Moster, Tzvi Muller; Yeshiva Ahavas 
Torah; Daniel Cohen, Yissachar Harari-Raful; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Boruch Kaplan; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Gedalia Broyde, Yehuda Goldstein, Eliyohu Helberg, Nosson 
Feitel Hirtenfeld, Eliyohu Waldman; Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Shmuel Dovid Anflick, Menachem Mendel Berniker, Yehuda Geller, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Ari Korsinsky, 
Yaacov Yehuda Kramer, Yerachmiel Lasker, Dov Levy, Dovi Mendelovitz, Yakov Perl, Yosef Menachem Smith, Moshe Yehoshua Stern, Dovi Werner, Shmuel Werzberger; 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn, NY;  Yitzchok Tzvi Jurkansky,  Yisroel Moskovitz;  Yeshiva Toras Zev;  Lakewood, NJ;  Shmuel Alexander Eichenstein,  Ahron Hirsch, 
Avraham Katz, Azriel Musman, Zecharia Oratz; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok, Baltimore, MD; Elazar Freedman; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Yonason Aryeh 
Aron, Shimon Belsky, Yisroel Friedman, Aryeh Leib Hunger, Shmuel Dovid Katz, Yechiel Aryeh Klugmann, Michoel Lerman, Yaakov Moshe Margulies, Aaron Paperman, 
Eliyahu  Meir  Rappaport,  Moshe  Chaim  Rechanik,  Moshe  Zev  Rokowsky,  Moshe  Rozen,  Mayer  Zelig  Simon,  Yehuda  Leib  Solomon,  Yosef  Sommer,  Menachem 
Wainbrand, Tzvi Wenger; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Chananel Abrams; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 6 – Moshe Choueka, Boruch Leib Leiser; The Cheder; Michael Levy, Avraham Netanel; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Azaria Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; 
Yosef Friedman, Eli Weichselbaum; Yeshiva Ohr Shraga; Daniel Suval; Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Yaakov Czeisler, Adiel Duchovny, Aryeh Fingerer, Shmuel Frank, Yitzchok 
Herskovich, Zev Katz, Ami Ledereich, Shuli Lowy, Yitzy Merav, Refael Oberlander, Yoni Solomon; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Nachie Berger; Yeshiva Darchei 
Torah;  Far Rockaway, NY;  Yehuda Schwartz;  Yeshiva Beth Mikroh;  Monsey, NY;  Shloimy Weber;  Yeshiva RJJ;  Staten Island, NY;  Shalom David Behmanesh;  Yeshivas 
Chofetz Chaim; Elazar Moradian; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Eliezer Cohen, Ezra Kassin, Shimmy Zweiback; Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Shmuel Frank, 
Yechezkel Yehuda Sher; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Chesky Chomsky, Aryeh Leib Krasner; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Binyomin Brisk, Asher Yeshaya Knopfler, Binyomin Schustal; 
Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Henoch Yakov Scherer, Yonason Singer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Dovid Heinemann, Simcha Levovitz, Moshe Rozen; 
Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Dov Gothelf; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 7 – Yaakov Shalom Adler, Shmaryahu Yosef Bandman, Yishaya Chaim Bar Dea, Eliyahu Borenstein, Yosef Eisen, Nesanel Eisenberg, Aryeh Feder, Shlomo Yehuda 
Finkler,  Eliyahu Friedman,  Shimon Kalazan,  Yaakov Kaplan,  Elazar Katz,  Meir Liazadeh,  Eliezer Dovid Lieberman,  Shaya London,  Yechiel Pesach Michaeli,  Eliezer 
Nelkenbaum; Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana; Shmuel Yehuda Ginsberg, Mordechai Kaplan, Eliyahu Nass; The Cheder; Menachem Manis Lang; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yaakov 
Chai Harari-Raful; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Yechiel Stein; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Eliezer Abba Meller; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Yosef Ozer Hirtenfeld; Yeshiva Tiferes 
Elimelech; Yosef Greenberg; Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Shlomo Methal; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yehoshua Garry; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; 
Baltimore, MD; Chaim Yeruchem Cohen, Nechemiah Kibel; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Simcha Levovitz; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Shlomo Goldstein, Shalom 
Karr, Dovid Aryeh Rappaport; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Yaakov Berelowitz; Hillel Academy; Pittsburgh, PA; Ahron Shlomo Davis, Yisroel Pearlman, Aron 
Chaim Sharer, Moishie Sinason, Eli Spitzer; Mechina; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 8 – Eliyohu Falik, Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan, Yisroel Meir Sanders; The Cheder; Nissim Harari-Raful; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Sholom Lowy; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; 
Moshe Levy, Yitzchok Lew; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Binyomin Zev Helberg; Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Mayer Ozer Greenberg; Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, 
NY; Yitzchok Meir Kassin, Yechiel Kupferstein; Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yaakov Mordechai Dworkin; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Bentzion Shacham; Yeshiva 
M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Yehoshua Bodenstein, Nochum Tzvi Cohen, Aryeh Tzvi Dowek, Chaim Fleischer, Moshe Aharon Gruen, Noach Kirzner, Zevy Klein, Yaakov 
Kohn, Yehuda Manevich, Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Meir Sonnenschein; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Refael Binyomin Eckstein; Ahavas Torah; Moishy Eckstein; 
Eitz Chaim; Manchester, UK. 

í"í שובבי"ם Contest
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One time R’ Segal needed to go 
to Gateshead with his son.

As they approached their assigned seats...

The train attendant inexplicably did 
not show up to collect tickets.

R’ Segal appraised the station attendant 
of his changed accommodation.

R’ Segal was not satisfied and found 
the station master and paid him.

Rabbi, I am astounded… 
sonny, One day I want you 

to also become such a 
great rabbi who is one in a 

million!

Two Adult 2nd 
class tickets 

please.

hmm that small 
boy easily could 
pass as a child…

Please let’s go 
immediately to the 

station attendant and 
explain our dilemma!

It is worthwhile to 
spend extra money for 
hours of undisturbed 

learning!

Rabbi, 
really??… The trip 
ended! there is no 
need to pay…just 

forget it!

I can’t learn 
with this 

noise.

Pesach, please 
let’s move to 

the first class 
compartment.

Tatty, but that 
cost so much more…

especially for 2 
adults! 

כ”ב שבט   1910-1993   5670-5753

יָבה the Manchester ,ר׳ ְיהּוָדה ְזֵאב ֶסַגל ַזַצ״ל ְצָחק was born to ,רֹאׁש ְיׁשִׁ  Ih his youth, his .רֹויָזא and ר׳ ֹמֶׁשה יִׁ
father was his primary teacher. In 1930, he went to learn in יר יַבת מִׁ יֶעֶזר  for three years under ְיׁשִׁ ר׳ ֶאלִׁ
יְנֶקל ַזַצ״ל יץ ַזַצ״ל with ְבַחְברּוָתא where he learned ְיהּוָדה פִׁ ים ְׁשמּוֵאְלבִׁ יד ֻמְבָהק and was a ר׳ ַחיִׁ ר׳ ְיֶחְזֵקאל  of ַתְלמִׁ
יְנׁשטַײן ַזַצ״ל יָכה had received ר׳ ְיהּוָדה ְזֵאב ,By 1933 .ֵלוִׁ יְנֶקל from ְסמִׁ יֶעֶזר ְיהּוָדה פִׁ  R' Avraham Tzvi Kamai ,ר׳ ֶאלִׁ
 Cohen (a ר׳ ְׁשֹלֹמה ַזְלַמן the daughter of ,יֹוֶכֶבד He married .ַזַצ״ל and R' Shimon Shkop ,(ָרב the city’s) ַזַצ״ל
gerrer יד  to join the ר׳ ְיהּוָדה ְזֵאב ֶסַגל invited (ָרב Ponovezher) ר׳ יֹוֵסף ְׁשֹלֹמה ַכֲהְנַמן ַזַצ״ל ,in 1934. In 1949 (ָחסִׁ
יָבה י ַזַצ״ל faculty. However, in 1950, with the support of ְיׁשִׁ ים and other ַדָין ַאְבַרְמְסקִׁ  he was appointed ,ְגדֹולִׁ
יָבה יָבה of Manchester רֹאׁש ְיׁשִׁ ְדקּות His .ְיׁשִׁ ָלה ,צִׁ  shaped every facet of his life. He taught his ַהְתָמָדה and ,ְתפִׁ
ים ידִׁ  לּוחַ  how to conduct themselves properly by his own personal example. In 1967, he designed a ַתְלמִׁ
to learn two ֲהָלכֹות in ְלכֹות ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע  He was the ".עֹוָלם ַהָבא his "passport to לּוחַ  daily. He called this הִׁ

rabbinical founder of the ים  .Heritage Foundation ָחֵפץ ַחיִׁ
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The Birmingham Jewish Social 
Services [BJSS] received a call...

R’ Cofnas called and after thorough 
research confirmed the information.

After the bris R’ Cofnas explained that this 
joyous occasion is accompanied by a meal.

The home was a run-down one-room basement.

A few months later the BJSS received a distress call. 
Miriam was hospitalized and had asked for R’ Cofnas.

The woman continued with 
renewed excitement in her voice.

Your kindness and 
sincerity made me realize 

that I made such a terrible 
mistake. I want my boy to 

be a Jew like you!

Hi! My name is 
Miriam. I’m married out 
of the faith, but would 

still like my baby to 
have a bris.

Hmm! The Rabbi 
will call you back. 

What is your telephone 
number? When was 

your boy born?

Do you know what these 
matzos signify? Today is the 

Jewish holiday of Pesach… Our 
forefathers were once slaves 

in Egypt…

Oy vay! My heart 
goes out for this 
poor Bas-Yisroel!

Please relax. I 
will just need to use 

that chair and clear up 
a small area near the 

window.

Oh, Rabbi, I’m so happy to 
see you again! Ever since we met, I’ve 
been tormented. I saw for the first 

time what a real Jewish person is 
like...

Hmm... April 26th is 
Chol Hamoed Pesach...I’ll 
come fully prepared for 
the seuda. with Matzos 

and wine!

5673-5770 1913-2010 iuhx u

R' Yerachmiel Cofnas ַזַצ״ל was born in Dekeshene, Poland, to ר׳ ַקְלַמן and ֶעִטל ַבְתָיה . He learned under the 
ַחִייםָחֵפץ   (Radin) and later in  ַּתֹוָרהְיִשיַבת ַשַער ה  (Grodno). He received ְסִמיָכה in ְשִחיָטה from  ָנחּום  ַחִייםר׳

 in Brisk until 1938. He כֹוֵלל הֹוָרָאה Vershovki (Skidel). He studied in ר׳ ֵמִאיר ָנחּום and from ,(Ostrin) ַהכֵֹּהן
received ְסִמיָכה from the Brisker ר׳ ִשְמָחה ֶזִליג ,ַדָין Riger, and ר׳ ִאיֶסר Malin (Brisk), ר׳ ִשְמעֹון Shkop ( ֹּאש ר
ְצִבי ַאְרֵיה ַחִייםר׳  Grodno) and ,ְיִשיָבה  Bozdanski (ָרב, Ostrin). He received a ְכַתב ִמיָלה from ר׳ מֶֹּשה Peckler 
and  עֹוֶזר ַחִייםר׳  Grodzinski (Vilna). He married ברַײָנא Sternberg in 1943. R' Cofnas served as a ָרב in 
Birmingham for over 50 years and was extremely devoted to his ִמְתַפְלִלים and communal needs. With 
wisdom and fortitiude he raised their level of ַכְשרּות and ְשִמיַרת ַהִמְצֹות. As an old-time ָרב, his ַהְשָקפֹות 
reflected the ideals of the pre-war European ּתֹוָרה world in which he was raised.  He carried the  ָחֵפץ
 ַּתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק s image with him throughout his life, and [against his will] was often referred to as a’ַחִיים

of the  ַחִייםָחֵפץ . Like his  ִביֶר , he was a man of impeccable integrity and unwavering ֱאמּוָנה. 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ֶכָך    אִתי ֵחן ְבֵעיֶניָך הֹוִדֵעִני נָּא ֶאת ְדרָּ צָּ ה ִאם נָּא מָּ )ְשמֹות לג:יג(… ְוַעתָּ  
 And now, if I have indeed found favor in Your eyes, please 
make Your ways [of giving rewards (see ַרִש״י)] known to me. 
 In כֹות  s request of’ֹמֶשה ַרֵבינּו explain that ֲחַז״ל ,)ז:( ַמֶסֶכת ְברָּ
 to please make Your ways known to me was really a request to הקב״ה
be shown the reason why ַצִדיִקים seem to suffer in this world and 
ִעים  .seem to prosper ְרשָּ
 This is an age-old question, remarked the ֵפץ ַחִיים  and it ,חָּ
still bothers many people: Why are there wicked people who live in 
luxury and  comfort,  while  many  righteous  people  live  in  poverty  
and suffering? 
 Perhaps we can gain some insight, said the ֵפץ ַחִיים  from ,חָּ
the following ל שָּ  that will address this question using a typical ,מָּ
situation that often occurs.   
 An individual from another city was visiting a certain shul on 
ת  called up various ַגַבאי morning. He watched carefully as the ַשבָּ
congregants to recite the כֹות ה over the ְברָּ  was ֹכֵהן reading. The תֹורָּ
selected from the back row of the shul, the ֵלִוי was chosen from a 
different row, the ֵאל  was chosen from a third, and so on. In the ִיְשרָּ
end, he noticed that all the people the ַגַבאי called up for ֲעִליֹות were 
selected from different sections of the shul. 
 After davening, the visitor approached the ַגַבאי. 

 “Excuse me,” he asked the ַגַבאי, “I am a guest and really 
should not be giving advice; however, I believe you are making it so 
much more difficult on yourself. I noticed that you selected people 
who are sitting in different sections of the shul. I am no ם כָּ  but would ,חָּ
it not have made more sense to simply choose seven men from the 
same row? That way you can keep track of whom you called up and 
who is the next person in line for the ֲעִליֹות!” 
 “My dear sir,” responded the ַגַבאי, “you are certainly a 
welcome guest in our shul; however, you were a guest in our shul for 
only one ת  so it may seem to you that there was no order to how I ,ַשבָּ
distributed the ֲעִליֹות. But if you would daven here on a regular basis 
on ת  mornings, you would be able to easily determine that I ַשבָּ
carefully give out the ֲעִליֹות according to a specific order that is based 
on several diverse factors…” 
 The same thing can be said about this world, said the  ֵפץ חָּ
 We come to this world as guests for relatively few years, and we .ַחִיים
cannot expect to grasp the order of how הקב״ה governs His world. 
 Many  times  it  seems  that  the  righteous  suffer  and  the 
wicked prosper. However, we must believe that there is Judgment and 
there is a Judge Who masterfully guides our world! 

Adapted from A Shabbos Vort (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

TorahThoughts

ר׳ ְזֵאב  was born in Brownsville, NY, to ר׳ ְמַנֵחם מַאִניס ַזַצ״ל
ה  he went ,ַבר ִמְצָוה Mandel. After his ְפרּוָמא ֵלָאה and ְקָהת ֹמשֶׁ
to learn in ְיִשיָבה ּתֹוָרה ְוַדַעת, where he became a ַּתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק 

of ר׳ ְשַרָגא פַײװל Mendlowitz ַזַצ״ל. At age 21, he taught at the ַּתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרה of 
Flatbush. ר׳ ְשַרָגא פַײװל encouraged him to open a ַּתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרה in 
Williamsburg one year later. In 1942, he received ְסִמיָכה from R' Shlomo 
Heiman ַזַצ״ל. In 1943, he married ְצִבָיה Delman (after her ְפִטיָרה he 
remarried to ִטיל ַמְלָכה  Ungarischer), and began his glorious, historic 60 עֶׁ
years as ְמַנֵהל in ְיִשיָבה ד׳ברּוקִלין. His sterling character and beautiful ִמּדֹות 
left an indelible mark on thousands of ַּתְלִמיִדים and ַּתְלִמידֹות. His brilliant 
  .today מֹוְסדֹות ַהִחּנּוְך are widely used by many ִחּנּוְך in ַהְשָקפֹות

 כ"ב אדר
5676 — 5766 
1916 — 2006 

R' Menachem Manis Mandel ַזַצ״ל once 
wrote this anecdote about his brother: 
“… As children … if my mother ע״ה 
gave one of us two delicacies to share 
with the other, we would always offer 
the larger one to the other one — 
‘No, you take this one’ … and if it did 
not solve the problem, then the one 
holding the treats would hold them both 
behind him and would say ‘Right or left?’ — 
and that would resolve it.” 

לע״נ מאמעלע בת ר׳ אברהם הלוי שארר ע״ה נפטרה י״א אדר א׳, ה׳ תשמ״ו

לע״נ הגאון הצדיק ר׳ יעקב בן ר׳ אברהם הלוי שארר ז״ל נפטר י״א אדר
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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Ki Sisa 5779

Savor the Shabbos Prior to 

Its Departure 

Introduction 

In this week’s parashah the Torah 

elaborates on the mitzvah of Shabbos, 

the holiest day of the week. It is said 

(Shemos 31:16-17) veshamru vnei 

Yisroel es HaShabbos laasos es 

HaShabbos ledorosam bris olam beini 

uvein bnei Yisroel os hi liolam ki 

sheishes yamim asah HaShem es 

hashamayim vies haaretz uvayom 

hashevii shavas vayenafash, the 

Children of Israel shall observe the 

Shabbos, to make the Shabbos an eternal 

covenant for their generations. Between 

Me and the Children of Israel it is a sign 

forever that in a six-day period HaShem 

made heaven and earth, and on the 

seventh day He rested and was 

refreshed. Rashi interprets the word 

vayenafash to be referring to HaShem. 

Despite the fact that it is not possible to 

state that HaShem rested, HaShem 

attributed rest to Himself in a way that 

one can possibly fathom this concept of 

HaShem resting. Interestingly, the 

Gemara (Taanis 27b) interprets the word 

vayenafash in an entirely different 

manner. The Gemara states kivan 

sheshavas vay avdah nefesh, once the 

Shabbos ends, woe that the soul is lost. 

The commentators understand the 

Gemara to be referring to the neshama 

yeseira, the extra soul that HaShem 

bestows upon every Jew with the onset 

of Shabbos. The obvious question on 

this Gemara is, why does the Torah 

allude to the concept of a neshama 

yeseira on Shabbos upon the departure 

of Shabbos, as opposed to what would 

seem more inspiring if we were 

informed that the neshama yeseira enters 

with the onset of Shabbos.  

What is the Connection Between the 

Luchos and Shabbos?  

To answer this question, it is worthwhile 

to examine a passage that we recite in 

the Shabbos morning prayers. We recite 

the words yismach Moshe bematnas 

chelko ki eved neeman karasa lo kelil 

tiferes birosho nasata lo biamado 

lefeonecho al har Sinai ushnei luchos 

avanim horid beyado vichasuv bahem 

shemiras Shabbos vichein kasuv 

bisorasecho, Moshe rejoiced in the gift 

of his portion: that You called him a 

faithful servant. A crown of splendor 

You placed on his head when he stood 

before You on Mount Sinai. He brought 

down two stone tablets in his hand, on 

which is inscribed the observance of the 

Shabbos. So it is written in Your 

Torah… We then continue to recite the 

passage of veshamru vnei Yisroel es 

HaShabbos that was quoted above. I 

have always been troubled by the words 
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“He brought down two stone tablets in 

his hand, on which is inscribed the 

observance of the Shabbos. So it is 

written in Your Torah.” It would appear 

from the juxtaposition of the idea that 

Moshe brought down two tablets to the 

idea of Shabbos observance that the 

tablets and the Shabbos are somehow 

intertwined. We all know that Shabbos is 

one of the Ten Commandments, but why 

is Shabbos singled out in our prayers as 

having been inscribed in the tablets? 

When We Are About to Lose 

Something, We Begin to Appreciate it 

Baruch HaShem, this year I believe I 

found the answer to this question. Rabbi 

Yissachar Frand on www.torah.org  

poses a question regarding the Torah’s 

description of the luchos, the two tablets. 

Here is an abridged version of what he 

writes: The pessukim in our parashah 

read as follows: “Moshe turned and 

descended from the mountain, with the 

two the Luchos in his hand, Luchos 

inscribed on both of their surfaces; they 

were inscribed on one side and on the 

other. The Luchos are the work of G-d 

and the script was the script of G-d, 

etched on the Luchos.” [Shemos 32:15-

16]. The Torah explains these Luchos. 

They were the most unique item in all of 

creation! They were something written 

by the Hand of G-d. What does Moshe 

Rabbeinu do? He takes the Luchos and 

he breaks them! The Shemen HaTov by 

Rabbi Dov Weinberger makes a very 

interesting observation. Is this the place 

to describe the Luchos? The proper place 

to describe them would have been earlier 

in the narrative, when they were first 

given to Moshe [Shemos 31:1]. Why 

now – as they are being broken – does 

the Torah first go into the detail 

describing how unique these Luchos 

were? The simple interpretation is that 

the Torah is emphasizing – DESPITE 

the fact that the Luchos were so special 

and so unique, NEVERTHELESS 

Moshe broke them. The Shemen HaTov 

gives a different insight, which is a very 

true commentary about life in general. 

We rarely appreciate what we have 

while we have it. Only when we are 

about to lose something do we first 

appreciate what we had. Earlier, when 

Moshe was first given the Luchos, we 

thought that they were ours and that we 

would have them until the end of time. 

We hardly noticed their special quality. 

But now when we are about to lose 

them, we finally begin to appreciate 

them. This is the quote from Rabbi 

Frand.  

The Shabbos Connection 

I would like to suggest that in our 

Shabbos morning prayers, we are 

mirroring the manner in which the Torah 

juxtaposes the observance of Shabbos to 

the luchos. The Torah informs us that 

upon the departure of Shabbos, the 

neshama yeseira departs as well. 

Subsequent to this teaching we learn 

about the glory of the luchos, and this 

precedes the description of Moshe 

breaking the luchos. The Torah is thus 

demonstrating to us that the breaking of 

the luchos is akin to the departure of the 

neshama yeseira when Shabbos ends. It 

http://www.torah.org/
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is for this reason that in the prayers on 

Shabbos morning we juxtapose the idea 

that Moshe descended with the two 

luchos, in which the observance of 

Shabbos is inscribed. The juxtaposition 

of these two ideas teaches us how 

important it is to savor the study of 

Torah and the observance of Shabbos. 

Indeed, the Zohar states that a Torah 

scholar is in the category of Shabbos, 

and the reason for this is because the 

Torah scholar never loses his 

appreciation for Torah study. We should 

merit having a love for Torah study and 

for the observance of Shabbos, and then 

HaShem will allow us to merit the day 

that will be completely Shabbos and rest 

day for eternal life. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Tzama Lecho Nafshi 

This zemer was composed by the great 

medieval commentator and poet 

Avraham Ibn Ezra whose name is found 

in the acrostic of the verses 

י ַעל ֶאּקֹוד י ְלָך ְוֶאְפרֹוׁש. ַאפִּ י ֶאְפַתח ֵעת. ַכפִּ . פִּ

ְׁשַמת ל ְבנִּ י כָּ חָּ , I shall bow down upon my 

face and spread out my hands, at the 

moment when I open my mouth, with 

‘Soul of all living!’ It appears that this 

Zemer was originally composed as an 

introduction to the Nishmas prayer that 

we recite Shabbos morning. What is so 

unique about Nishmas? The story is told 

that a Chasidic Rebbe heard that a count 

paid a lot of money so he could go 

sledding in the summer on sugar in lieu 

of snow. When the Rebbe heard this, he 

exclaimed, “whatever pleasure the count 

has in sledding on sugar pales in 

comparison to the enjoyment I have 

when reciting Nishmas!” 

Shabbos Stories 

Rav Aharon Kotler’s Father the Fur 

Merchant 

HaGaon Rav Aharon Kotler told over a 

story about his father’s mesirus nefesh 

for Torah. His father was a fur merchant 

in Lita. At a certain period, his business 

dwindled, and it reached a point where 

his family was lacking food to sustain 

themselves. 

Every day after Shacharis, his father 

would learn for two hours, and was 

mapkid on this learning period his entire 

life. One day, a wealthy merchant 

knocked on the door of the Kotler 

family, and informed them that he would 

like to buy a sizable amount of furs. 

However, it was the set learning time of 

Rav Kotler. His wife knocked on the 

door of his room, once, twice, and three 

times, and urged her husband to utilize 

this opportunity for his business. 

Rav Kotler answered from behind the 

door, “Go tell him that if he’s willing to 

wait until I finish my learning, good! If 

not - he should go in peace. A person’s 

mezonos is set from Rosh HaShanah 

until Rosh HaShanah. If it was decreed 

that I will sell the merchandise, I’ll find 

a buyer!” 
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Rav Aharon concluded his story, “My 

father’s wondrous mesiras nefesh for 

Torah instilled in us the emunah 

peshutah, ‘When you learn Torah, you 

never lose out!’ All of my mesiras 

nefesh for Torah – I acquired from him!” 

(Tuvcha Yabiyu) www.Revach.net  

True humility 

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky writes: 

Rabbi Dovid Koppleman tells the story 

of Rabbi Abish, the Rav of Frankfurt 

who was known for his extraordinary 

humility. In addition, he would often 

raise funds for the needy families of his 

city. Once he heard that a wealthy man 

was on business in town and went to the 

man's hotel suite to ask him for a 

donation. The tycoon was arrogant and 

assumed that the Rav was a poor 

shnorrer, and after a few moments drove 

him out of his room. A few minutes later 

the man went to leave his suite and 

looked for his silver cane. Noticing it 

was gone, he immediately suspected that 

Reb Abish took it during his brief visit. 

Quickly, the man bolted toward the 

lobby of the hotel where he accosted 

Reb Abish. “Thief,” the man shouted 

while pushing the Rav, “give me back 

my cane!” Reb Abish calmly pleaded. “I 

did not steal your cane. Please do not 

accuse me! Please believe me. I did not 

steal your cane!” 

The man was adamant in his arrogance 

and began to beat the Rav while 

onlookers recoiled in horror. Reb Abish, 

despite the pain, remained steadfast in 

his humble demeanor. “Please believe 

me. I did not steal your cane!” Finally, 

the man realized he was getting nowhere 

and left Reb Abish in disgust. 

That Saturday was Shabbos Shuva. The 

entire community, including the wealthy 

visitor, packed Frankfurt’s main 

synagogue for the traditional Shabbos 

Shuva Speech. Horror gripped the visitor 

as a familiar looking figure rose to the 

podium and mesmerized the vast 

audience with an eloquent oration. It was 

the very shnorrer he had accosted in the 

hotel! As soon as the speech ended, the 

man pushed his way toward the podium 

and in a tearful voice tried to attract the 

Rabbi's attention. He was about to plead 

forgiveness for his terrible behavior 

when Reb Abish noticed the man. 

In all sincerity Reb Abish began to softly 

plead with him. “I beg of you! Please do 

not hit me. I truly did not steal your 

cane.” (www.Torah.org)  

Shabbos in Halacha  

 Creating a  new Entity – מוליד

 

2. Circumstances in Which Causing 

the Creation of a New Entity is 

Permitted  

 

There are some circumstances in which 

one is allowed to cause the creation of a 

new entity (nolad). 

 

C. Dissolving Ice Manually 

 

Crushing ice or otherwise dissolving it 

manually is forbidden even in cases of 

necessity. However, in such a case, one 

http://www.revach.net/
http://www.torah.org/
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may crush the ice (or stir it) while it is 

immersed in a liquid.  

 

Summary 

 

One may dissolve ice near an oven (but 

not crush or stir it) while it is immersed 

in a liquid. In a case of necessity, one is 

allowed to freeze liquids or to dissolve 

frozen items in a hot area. One is 

allowed to freeze foods to avoid 

spoilage. In a case of necessity, one may 

crush (or stir it) while it is immersed in a 

liquid.  
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 בס"ד

 כי תשא פרשת

 
]לד ו[ "ואמת"קל רחום וחנון..... ורב חסד   

 

 Reb Yossi Wallis, CEO of Arachim, would give a Shiur once a week in kiruv for a large group of 

people living in Kibutz Ganigar. A small kibbutz situated in the heart of the Yizraeli Valley not far from 

Tveria. One time he offered to take them on a tour of Bnei Berak to see first-hand what it means to live a life 

of a frum Jew. They were to visit the Moisdos, Yeshivos, Chadorim and even taste some Heimishe Essen in one 

of the better class restaurants there. All were eager to participate. After all, these Kibbutzniks had no 

inkling of what frum life was all about. They were keen to see and feel it first hand and not only to learn 

about it. 

For a whole day they spent seeing what they had never seen in their lives. Botei Medroshim full with 

eager Torah learners. The bren and warmth hit them hard and it all had a strong impact on their hearts . 

The highlight of their trip was still to come. The group paid a visit to the house of Rav Steinman. The 

kibbutzniks were shocked to learn in what conditions the Godol Hador lived! The furniture was simple and 

walls were bare, with paint peeling off them. They wondered how such a highly respectable figure could 

possibly live in such extreme conditions. This was a real eye opener for them into the true 'World of Torah'. 

Rabbi Wallis introduced the visitors to Rav Steinman. The Rosh Yeshivah made them feel welcome, 

shook each one's hand and spoke to them for a few minutes about  the beauty and speciality of Torah and 

Mitzvos. Rabbi Wallis kindly asked the Rosh Yeshivah to give the visitors a brochoh. Rav Steinman 

suddenly got serious and refused to bless them. All of the faces in the room turned sour. Rabbi Wallis 

wished at that moment that the ground beneath him would open up and swallow him alive.  

Rav Steinman explained himself. Although they had made a significant step towards Yiddishkeit, 

never the less, so long as they did not keep Shabbos, he did feel it was right to bless them. "Shabbos is the 

'Mekor Habrochos' (source of all blessings)," he reasoned. "It itself has the ability to bless whoever keeps it. 

But one who does not keep Shabbos and expects a brochoh from elsewhere, is just not correct." He invited 

them to come once again when they would begin to keep Torah and Mitzvos and then he would eagerly 

bentch them. 

When Rabbi Wallis retold this story, he added that these words hit him like a thunderbolt! He felt that 

this was too much for the kibutznicks to bear. It was the truth, but the truth hearts and he expected the 

Rosh Yeshivah to be a little easier and softer on this group of 'would be' Baalei Teshuvah. 

Rabbi Wallis commented that at the time he personally felt a fool to return the following week to give 

his weekly shiur. But he went anyways, albeit, with a heavy heart and expected the worst. He did not know 

how he was going to greet his fellow shiur members. Interestingly, when he met up with them, he was 

surprised to see that they were smiling happily, and eagerly waiting for his visit. They actually were glad 

to discuss their visit and all of them expressed how much they had enjoyed it. He was even more surprised 

to hear that they unanimously agreed that the highlight of the trip was the…… visit to the elderly Rosh 

Yeshiva's home. They felt that he spoke from his heart and with pure intentions of Ahavas Yisroel, trying his 

best to reach out to all of their hearts! The truth did indeed hurt, but when said in seriousness and out of 

goodwill, it reached the correct destination! His words made a tremendous impact on all of them and it 

boosted their willpower to keep Torah and Mitzvos. 

With that, the kibutzniks had three requests. 1. They wanted Rabbi Wallis to arrange for them, in their 

chiloni kibbutz, a communal Shabaton; Tefilos, meals and all. They wished to experience an authentic 

Shabbos. 2.  He should appoint a Rov who would be able and willing to constantly guide them on a daily 

basis. 3. They were willing to tour other frum towns to see more Yiddishkeit. 



How beautiful it was to see the midas ho-emes that brought these kibbutzniks even closer to Hashem 

and his Torah. The sincere words of Rav Steinman turned out to be for their spiritual benefit, and warm 

their hearts towards Yidishkeit. They saw a man who was only interested in the absolute truth even if it 

meant that their whole trip would end in a failure. 

As the Vilna Gaon in Mishlei (28,23) writes: 

הבריות את החונף והוא לשון ממחליק יותר אותו אוהבין בלבבו אמת מדבר לאיש כי  
A fellow who speaks the truth of his heart, is loved more than one who flatters and has a slippery tongue.  

 

Talking about Shabbos, here is another most beautiful story. 

Reb Gedalyah Moshe of Zevill was exiled to Siberia for a few years together with another Yid for 

stubbornly keeping Torah and Mitzvos. When their time of detention ended, their day of freedom was 

deliberately set for Shabbos. Before being allowed to go, they had to sign a document of freedom. 

The day of freedom arrived and Reb Gedalyah Moshe did not turn up at the office. The prison warden 

was surprised as this had never happened before that someone did not turn up to be set free! 

He found Reb G. Moshe in his room and inquired why he did not show up. "Do you not want to be 

freed?" he asked the Tzaddik.  

"Of course I do!" he answered. The warden gave him the papers to sign. But the Tzaddik refused to 

sign on Shabbos! When the officer saw this he warned him that if he did not sign, he'd have to stay for an 

extended unknown period of time. But this did not deter Reb G. Moshe.  

The fellow Yid who was also meant to be released was also handed the documents in order to sign. 

When he saw that Reb G. Moshe refused to sign, also made a fuss and refused to sign too.  

When Reb G. Moshe saw this, he told the officer that he was willing to sign for his friend. The officer 

was rather surprised. "For yourself, you are unwilling to desecrate the Shabbat, but for your friend you are 

willing to do so?" he inquired. 

"Yes," answered Reb G. Moshe. "You see, I can continue living here. But for my fellow inmate this is a 

matter of life and death. He cannot possibly tolerate it here any longer. Therefore I may sign for him!" 

The officer was very moved (even a cold Russian in freezing cold Siberia!) by the fact the Tzaddik's 

selflessness and was desperate to help his friend, rather than himself. He agreed to free both Yiden without 

having to sign any papers! 

       

May we all be zoche to constantly serve Hashem with truth like we daven five times over Shabbos:  

לבנו לעבדך באמת" וטהר " 

 

Good Shabbos! 



The issues of Parsha Potpourri in 2019 are generously dedicated 
 לז"נ אסתר בת ניסים יצחק ושמחה ז"ל
This week’s issue is also dedicated  

In honor of the Aufruf of Shmuel Carmen of Detroit  
and his upcoming marriage to Chaya Ella Rosenthal of Passaic 
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)32:26אלי ויאספו אליו כל בני לוי ( לד'ויעמד משה בשער המחנה ויאמר מי   
 When Moshe came down from Mount Sinai and found the Jewish people dancing around the 
golden calf, he threw down the Luchos (Tablets) to shatter them and destroyed the calf by burning it and 
grinding it up into fine powder. He then called out, “Whoever is for Hashem, join me,” at which point the 
tribe of Levi demonstrated its loyalty by stepping forward and assisting him in punishing the sinners.  

In his sefer Mishnas Rav Aharon (Vol. 1 pg. 75), Rav Aharon Kotler points out that as schar 
(reward) for their actions in this episode, the tribe of Levi merited receiving a special role in Klal Yisroel 
for all future generations. Their uncompromising devotion earned them the right to serve in the Temple 
instead of the firstborns (Rashi 32:29). Additionally, Moshe designated them as disseminators of Torah, 
blessing them (Devorim 33:10), “They will teach Your ordinances to Yaakov and Your Torah to Yisrael,” 
and the Rambam rules (Hilchos Sanhedrin 2:2) that the Sanhedrin should ideally include both Kohanim 
and Levites. Why did they merit such eternal reward for proving themselves reliable in a lone incident? 

Rav Aharon explains that a person who remains strong during a time of communal laxity receives 
additional schar. For example, a person who steadfastly dedicates himself to Torah study while those 
around him do not see it as valuable, or to not talking during davening while his friends gather in the back 
of shul to catch up on current events, or to dressing truly modestly while neighbors continue to lower their 
standards, not only will he be rewarded for performing a mitzvah, but he will receive extra schar for doing 
it in the face of societal pressure to relent. 
 Citing the Yerushalmi (Berachos 68a), Rav Aharon writes that the additional reward received is 
the schar that would have been given to the friends and neighbors who are neglecting their spiritual 
obligations, and instead is transferred to the rare individuals who stay fervent in their commitment to do 
what is right. This concept is also supported by a Gemora (Chagigah 15a) that says that the righteous 
receive not only their own portions in Gan Eden, but also the portions of their wicked contemporaries. For 
this reason, the tribe of Levi received the schar that would have been given to the rest of the Jewish 
people had they stood up against the golden calf, and this tremendous reward propelled them to become 
the spiritual leaders of the nation. 
 Rav Aharon adds that we also find this theme with Yehoshua and Calev, who were the only spies 
sent to scout the land of Israel who returned with an accurate report. Rashi writes (Bamidbar 14:38) that 
as schar for remaining trustworthy and reliable, Yehoshua and Calev received the other spies’ portions in 
Eretz Yisroel. However, Rav Yisroel Reisman points out that this still begs the question: Why does 
Hashem mete out reward in this manner? Because only two of the spies acted properly, they each received 
six portions, but if three spies had told the truth, they would have only gotten four portions each. Why 
should a person’s reward depend on the prevalence of evildoers around him? 
 The Mishnah in Avos (5:23) teaches that לפום צערא אגרא – the schar for doing a mitzvah is 
proportional to the difficulty that it entails. A person who stays strong at a time of communal weakness 
risks public ridicule and humiliation, and even Yehoshua needed a special blessing from Moshe to be 
saved from the negative influence of the other spies (Rashi Bamidbar 13:16). Additional peer pressure 
makes mature decision-making that much harder, and a person who passes the test therefore deserves 
significantly greater reward. Rav Aharon explains that the extra schar comes from the sinners around him, 
for it was their opposition that made his mitzvah observance more difficult. 

The Mishnah (Avos 5:2) teaches that the generations that preceded Avrohom angered Hashem 
with their idol-worship, and when Avrohom emerged and remained unwavering in his public belief in 
Hashem, he received schar not only for his own actions, but for the generations that came before him as 
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well. Avrohom was called העברי (Bereishis 14:13), a name that the Midrash (Pesikta Rabbasi 33) says 
connotes the fact that all of his contemporaries stood together on one side against him, while Avrohom 
was alone on the other side, resolute in the strength of his convictions and his love of Hashem. 
 Rav Reisman adds that the challenges faced by the Levites, the spies, and Avrohom certainly 
apply to us. We live in a society that openly mocks spirituality, morality, and modesty. Even many of our 
religious brethren ostracize and look down on those who they feel remain too old-fashioned in their ways, 
cynically encouraging them to modernize their lifestyles and lead more up-to-date and trendy lives.  

When faced with such external and internal pressure, it can be extremely difficult to retain one’s 
inner moral compass and fight to uphold the values we know to be correct. However, the struggles 
become easier when we understand how precious they are to Hashem and when we recognize that the 
tremendous schar received by the Levites, Yehoshua and Calev, and Avrohom also awaits us if we 
persevere in following the guidance and teachings of our Rebbeim. When we have the courage to be an 
 risking social disapproval to do what is right, we get the bargain of a lifetime, receiving reward both ,עברי
for passing the test and for all those around us who were unable to do so. 
  
 

)32:28ויפל מן העם ביום ההוא כשלשת אלפי איש (  
 On the Torah’s statement that the Levites killed 3000 Jews for their role in the sin of the golden 
calf, there is a perplexing Midrash that says that this verse illustrates the Torah’s rule (Shemos 21:37) 

השור חמשה בקר ישלם תחת  – when a person steals an ox and slaughters or sells it, he must compensate 
the owner five times the value of the ox. As this latter verse has no apparent connection to ours, how is 
this Midrash to be understood? 
 The Vilna Gaon brilliantly explains that our Midrash can be understood in light of a second 
Midrash. Shlomo HaMelech cryptically writes in Koheles (7:28)  אדם אחד מאלף מצאתי ואשה בכל אלה לא
 one man out of one thousand I found, but not a single woman did I find. The Midrash elucidates – מצאתי
that Shlomo was referring to the sin of the golden calf, in which one out of each thousand men sinned, yet 
not a single woman participated (Bamidbar Rabbah 21:10).  

However, if there were 600,000 men and only one out of 1000 transgressed, this translates to only 
600 sinners. The Midrash is bothered why 3000 people died for a sin in which only 600 participated. The 
Midrash answers that when a sin occurs through forbidden actions involving a cow – in this case, the 
golden calf – the Torah prescribes that the punishment must be five times the actual crime. In this case, 
five times the 600 sinners is exactly the 3000 people who perished. 
 
 

)34:22וחג האסיף תקופת השנה (  
 Near the end of Parshas Ki Sisa, the Torah discusses the three annual pilgrimage festivals and 
describes Sukkos as taking place in תקופת השנה – the changing of the year. Rashi explains that this 
expression connotes the fact that Sukkos is celebrated in Tishrei, which is the beginning of a new year. 
Curiously, in Parshas Mishpatim (23:16), the Torah says that Sukkos should be observed בצאת השנה – at 
the close of the year, which contradicts its statement here and seems to be chronologically inaccurate. 
 Rav Yisroel Reisman resolves the apparent contradiction by quoting a Midrash that teaches that 
when the Jewish people left Egypt, they were given a new Yom Tov to celebrate in each month. Pesach 
was in Nissan, Pesach Sheini fell in Iyar, and Shavuos came in Sivan. As they proceeded forward, they 
would have received another Yom Tov in Tammuz, but because they sinned with the egel (golden calf) on 
17 Tammuz, they were not given any additional festive days until they were forgiven for that sin in the 
month of Tishrei. The Midrash says that at that point, Hashem repaid them for the three Yomim Tovim 
they missed out on in Tammuz, Av, and Elul. Corresponding to these three months, Hashem gave them 
Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, and Sukkos, with Shemini Atzeres serving as an additional festive day that 
was allocated to Tishrei itself. 
 According to this Midrash, Rosh Hashana was linked to the month of Tammuz, Yom Kippur to 
Av, and Sukkos to Elul. Thus, in Parshas Mishpatim, which is addressing the Jewish people prior to the 



 3 

sin of the golden calf, Hashem told them that Sukkos would be marked בצאת השנה – in the month of 
Elul, which comes at the end of the year. At the end of Parshas Ki Sisa, after they sinned with the egel, 
the Yomim Tovim were rearranged, and they were informed that Sukkos would now take place  בתקופת
 .in Tishrei, at the beginning of a new year – השנה
 
 

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources that discuss them): 
 
1) If the Torah commands us (Devorim 9:7) to remember the sin of the golden calf, why is there no 

annual Torah reading to enable us to do so as we do with Parshas Zachor? (Artzos HaChaim, 
Shu”t Arugas HaBosem 205, Shu”t Doveiv Meishorim 2:43) 

2) How was Moshe permitted to break the Tablets (Shemos 32:19) that contained Hashem’s name 
when the Gemora in Sanhedrin (56a) rules that it is forbidden to cause the erasure or destruction 
of Hashem’s name? (Rokeach, Moshav Z'keinim, Kesef Mishneh Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 6:8, 
Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh, Tzafnas Paneiach, Ayeles HaShachar, Chavatzeles HaSharon) 

3) After Moshe learned the entire Torah during his first 40 days on Mount Sinai, why did he need to 
spend a second set of 40 days (34:28) after the sin of the golden calf relearning the Torah which 
had already been taught to him? (Darash Moshe, Pirkei Torah) 
 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 685:7) cites opinions that maintain that the annual reading of 
Parshas Parah is a Torah obligation. The commentators struggle to find a source in the Torah for this 
mitzvah. The Artzos HaChaim, Arugas HaBosem, and Doveiv Meishorim all suggest that we should 
be obligated to read the section recounting the sin of the golden calf annually, as per the commandment in 
Parshas Eikev. However, because it is a subject of national embarrassment, we fulfill this obligation by 
reading about the red heifer, which atones for the golden calf (Rashi Bamidbar 19:2), in Parshas Parah. 
 
2) The Kesef Mishneh maintains that the prohibition to destroy written objects which possess sanctity is 
only Rabbinical in nature, and at the time that Moshe broke the Tablets this Rabbinical enactment 
certainly had not yet been made. The Rokeach and Rogatchover Gaon note that Chazal teach that before 
Moshe broke the Tablets, the writing that was on them miraculously flew away. As a result, the sanctity 
of the Tablets was removed and it was permissible to destroy them. The Moshav Z'keinim explains that 
after the letters flew away, the Tablets ceased to miraculously carry themselves and became very heavy. 
Moshe realized that every moment that he delayed his return to the camp, the people would continue 
sinning with the golden calf, so he reasoned that it was permissible to thrown down the heavy Tablets 
which were slowing him down. The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh quotes an opinion of Chazal (Avos 
D'Rav Nosson 2:3) that Hashem explicitly commanded Moshe to break the Tablets. 
 
3) Rav Moshe Feinstein answers that Torah which is learned when a person is sullied by sin, such as 
after the sin of the golden calf, requires more exertion and effort than the study of Torah when one is pure 
and free from iniquity. As a result, Moshe was required to relearn the entire Torah. Rav Mordechai 
Gifter explains that the Torah that Hashem gives to a person corresponds to the spiritual level of the 
receiver. Prior to the sin of the golden calf, the Jewish people were on a tremendously high level of 
holiness, which was reflected in the Torah that Hashem taught to Moshe to give to them. On their new 
post-sin level, they were unworthy to receive this Torah, and Moshe had to spend an additional 40 days 
relearning the Torah in a manner which would be appropriate for their new spiritual reality. 
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Eruvin 53a) states that the residents of Yehudah 
(Judea) were very particular in the words that they used, and as a 
result, they retained their Torah knowledge. The Gemara 
illustrates this with examples where vnfj iuak – words with 
hidden meanings were used, as a means to convey a message 
while sharpening the minds of its recipient. For example, the maid 
in Rebbi’s house would say to Rebbi’s students “The ladle bangs 
against the barrel; the eagles should fly back to their nests”. This 
was a diplomatic way of telling them that Rebbi’s wine barrel is 
empty, so it is time for them to complete their meal and go back 
home. The Gemara (Yoma 66b) states that R’ Eliezer employed a 
similar response to a question posed to him by an vnfj vat, who 
asked why, if all forms of idol worship are equally prohibited, 
does the Torah describe three different forms of death that were 
administered to those who served the Golden Calf. R’ Eliezer 
replied: lkpc vkt vatk vnfj iht (a woman’s wisdom is limited to 
the spindle), as the Posuk says: uuy vhshc ck ,nfj vat kfu (and 
every wise woman spun with her hands). Rather than treat this 
response in a negative, rejectionist way, some Meforshim suggest 
that R’ Eliezer recognized that she was an vnfj vat and spoke to 
her with vnfj iuak. Just as there are those who perform mitzvos 
with a minimum of interest, or none at all, there are others who 
experience energy and excitement with ,uumn ouhe,  as the Posuk 
states: cr kka tmunf l,rnt kg hfbt aa. Although both may fulfill 
the mitzvah with equal Kavanah, the latter puts much more into it, 
and his mitzvos are obviously on a higher level. The same is true 
with regard to aveiros, where one who sins iucth,k has not 
reached the wicked level of one who sins xhgfvk. Thus, R’ 
Eliezer was pointing out to the vnfj vat that some women had 
their maids prepare threads for weaving and produce raw material 
for the Mishkan, while others uuy vhshc - did so with their own 
hands. Just as a difference existed between those women, so too 
was there a difference between the Eigel sinners.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Where would statistics showing improved Shul attendance on 
Monday & Thursday change the Halacha ?        

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(If one passed by a mitzvah and is now faced with a 2nd, which should he do?)  
Although some find a hint in the Magen Avraham, that one must 
return to the original mitzvah that was skipped, the Divrei Malkiel 
(8) is clear that if the 2nd mitzvah is before him, he must not 
return to the first. The Mishna Berura concurs, even if one passed 
over the Talis and took his Tefilin, and then dropped the Tefilin to 
take the Talis, he should not go back to his Tefilin (see MB 25:5).   
DIN'S CORNER:  
If one wishes to daven both Mincha Gedolah and Mincha 
Ketanah, he may do so, the Mincha Ketanah being labeled 
“Reshus”, despite it being the preferable time. One may not daven 
a Reshus unless he is confident that he will be able to have 
undistracted Kavanah for the entire Shemona Esrei. (j”ut 234:1) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Megilah 22a) states that we are not permitted to say 
half-Pesukim in our liturgy. If we wish to include a Posuk, we 
may only recite the full Posuk. As such, we must understand how 
and why our rendition of the 13 ohnjrv ,usn, which consists of 2 
half-Pesukim (‘s ‘s constitutes the second part of one Posuk, and 
ohpktk sxj rmb, ending with vebu, is the first half of the next 
Posuk), is said on so many occasions. The Gemara (Rosh 
HaShanah 17b) expounds on the words trehu uhbp kg ‘s rcghu that 
Hashem (kufhcf) wrapped Himself in a Talis like a Shliach 
Tzibur, and showed Moshe the vkhp, rsx, adding, that whenever 
Bnei Yisroel sin, they should utilize this vkhp, rsx and Hashem 
will forgive them. The Ohr Avraham suggests that this vkhp, rsx 
is the recitation of the 13 ohnjrv ,usn, and that they were not a 
copy of the relevant Pesukim in the Torah, but rather a special 
Tefilah that Hashem taught to Moshe, beginning with ‘s ‘s and 
ending with vebu. These words were later incorporated into the 
Torah, and arranged across 2 Pesukim. Thus, whenever we recite 
‘s ‘s in Tachanun, Selichos, on a Taanis etc.. we are reciting that 
special Tefilah which pre-dated its insertion into the Torah 
Pesukim. The same may be said regarding the partial Pesukim that 
we say in Kedusha (‘ufu ause ause or ‘ufu sucf lurc) which were 
samples of the songs of Malochim, before they became parts of 
Pesukim incorporated into TaNach (see Chulin 91a). The 
Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 49:1) permits certain Torah Pesukim to be 
recited by heart where people are generally fluent with them, such 
as Shema. However, the Magen Avraham adds that when one is 
being Motzie others, he may not say it by heart. For this reason, 
the Tzibur says Kedusha themselves rather than be Yotzay with 
the Shliach Tzibur, in case the Shliach Tzibur might be saying it 
by heart. As such, if there is a member of the Tzibur who is still in 
the middle of Shemona Esrei when the Shliach Tzibur reaches 
Kedusha, since he must stop and be Yotzay with the Shliach 
Tzibur's Kedusha, the Shliach Tzibur must be careful to read the 
Kedusha from a Siddur and not say it by heart, to be Motzie him.   
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
In the neighborhood of the MaHaral in Prague lived a young boy of 
eight years, who was a deaf-mute. As he was born this way, he was 
unable to learn and could not understand very much. Once, when a 
difficult Halachic question came before the MaHaral concerning the 
Kashrus of a chicken, the MaHaral asked that the young boy be 
summoned, and when he arrived, the MaHaral presented the question to 
him. To the surprise of all assembled, the boy opened his mouth and 
with amazing clarity, ruled on the Halachic question, and dropped dead. 
The MaHaral explained that this boy was a Gilgul of a great Posek from 
an earlier generation whose custom was never to pasken on a question 
without researching it thoroughly. However, late one Erev Shabbos, he 
was unable to research a question, and he paskened without it. When he 
was Niftar, this was his only “blemish”, so he asked the Beis Din Shel 
Maalah to allow him to return to Olam Hazeh until he could pasken that 
question again. In addition, he asked to be returned in a way that he 
would not sin. Both requests were granted. Rav Zilberstein adds that all 
children who are born disabled are Gilgulim of Tzadikim who have been 
given a similar opportunity to come back for a Tikun. 
P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 
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כי תשא את “ 30:12

ראש בני ישראל 

לפקדיהם ונתנו איש כפר נפשו לד' 

בפקד אתם ולא יהיה בהם נגף 

 ”בפקד אתם.

“When you take a census of 

the B’nei Yisroel according to 

their numbers, every man 

shall give Hashem an 

atonement for his soul when 

counting them, so that there 

will not be a plague among 

them when counting them.” 

Klal Yisroel are not to be 

counted directly, rather they 

are to be counted through the 

Machatzis Hashekel.  Why is 

this?  The following Divrei 

Torah will expound on this 

topic, and support the P’shat 

offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

 – ”כי תשא“ 30:12 – רש"י 

The word, “תשא” means 

“taking.”   When you will wish 

to tally up the number in Klal 

Yisroel to know how many 

they are, do not count them 

by heads. Rather let each one 

give a half of a Shekel and 

you will count the Shekalim, 

and will thereby know their 

number.  

 – ר' שמשון רפאל הירש 

 – ”וידבר ד' אל משה לאמר“ 30:11

From the beginning of 

Parshas Terumah until here, 

is one continuous Divine 

oration, commanding the 

construction and 

consecration of the Mishkan 

and the consecration of the 

Kohanim.  The Word of 

Hashem that is stated here 

outlines the nation’s 

relationship to the Mishkan.  

From the very outset, we 

were taught that the life in 

the Mishkan and the life of 

the nation are not two 

separate spheres.  The 

Sanhedrin is located next to 

the Mizbe’ach, and the 

purpose of the Mizbe’ach is to 

bring justice, peace and 

holiness into the life of the 

nation.  Hence, the 

fundamentals of the national 

life to be developed were set 

forth prior to the instructions 

for the building of the 

Mishkan – which was why 

Parshas Mishpatim is before 

Parshas Terumah and 

Parshas Tetzaveh.  In the 

same spirit, now that these 

instructions have been 

completed, the Mitzvah of 

Machatzis Hashekel is given 

so that the future generations 

should know that the nation 

and the Mishkan are one 

unit.  A great Jewish truth is 

proclaimed here:  The 

Mishkan is not an institution 

which, once permanently 

established, is left for the 

Kohanim to manage.  The 

reason for this is because it 

cannot achieve its purpose 

without the ever-vigorous, 

ever-vital participation of the 

nation.  By the same token, 

the significance of each and 

every member of the nation, 

and that of the nation as a 

whole, consists solely in deeds 

that will serve to achieve the 

goal of the Mishkan, whose 

whole purpose is none other 

than to be a Sanctuary for 

Klal Yisroel’s Torah.   

 Parshas – מדרש תנחומא 

Ki Sisa 3 – “ כי תשא את בני

 Moshe taught Torah – ”ישראל

to Klal Yisroel and guided 

them to observe Mitzvos.  He 

gave them the order of the 

Torah and the Parshiyos, 

which they read each 

Shabbos, each month, and 

each Yom Tov.  They mention 

his name in each Parshah.  

Regarding Parshas 

Shekalim, Moshe said before 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

“Master of the world, when I 

die I will not be remembered.”  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

responded to him, “By your 

life, just as you are standing 

now and giving them Parshas 

Shekalim and you are raising 

up their heads, so too each 

year they will read it in My 

Presence, as if you are 

standing there at that time 

and raising up their heads.”  

How do we know this? The 

Torah says, “ וידבר ד' אל משה

את ראשלאמר. כי תשא  ” and not 

 the Loshon the -  ”שא את ראש“

Torah uses tells us that 
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Moshe will take a count in the 

future, and not that he shall 

do so now – meaning that it 

will be done for all future 

generations.   

 30:12 – מעין בית השואבה 

כי תשא את ראש בני ישראל “

 It says in the – ”לפקדיהם

Medrash Tanchuma (see 

above) that there was a 

conversation between 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu and 

Moshe Rabbeinu whether 

Moshe’s name is being 

attached to Parshas 

Shekalim or not.  What is 

unique about Parshas 

Shekalim that Moshe 

thought that his name would 

not be associated with it in 

the future?  We don’t find this 

concept of counting Klal 

Yisroel with Shekalim except 

for here by Moshe.  When a 

counting was done in the 

future, it was done through 

other means, such as it says 

in Shmuel 1:15:4 that they 

were counted through lambs.  

Although there is a Din in the 

Torah that each and every 

Yid is obligated to give a 

Machatzis Hashekel every 

year for the communal 

Korbonos, that command is 

not in this Parshah, rather 

we learn it out from a Posuk 

in Parshas Pinchos 28:14 

“ עולת חודש לחדשי השנהזאת  ” as 

it says in the beginning of 

Meseches Shekalim.  That 

which it speaks about giving 

a Machatzis Hashekel here in 

Parshas Ki Sisa, was the 

command of giving a 

Machatzis Hashekel for the 

Adonim of the Mishkan – 

which was a one-time 

command.  Once they had the 

Adonim for the Mishkan, 

there was no need for more.  

Thus, Moshe was saying that 

regarding the Mitzvos which 

would be done from 

generation to generation, he 

would be mentioned each 

time.  However, what would 

be with this Machatzis 

Hashekel, which would not be 

done in future generations, 

and thus his name would not 

be mentioned.  To this, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

responded that the 

Chachomim would be 

Mesaken that Parshas 

Shekalim should be Lained 

each and every year, and 

therefore it would be as if 

each year you, Moshe 

Rabbeinu, will be there lifting 

their heads.  This Mitzvah 

will not be forgotten, nor will 

your part in it be forgotten.   

 30:12 - ברכת הרי"ח 

ונתנו איש כפר נפשו לד' בפקד “

אתם ולא יהיה בהם נגף בפקד 

 Why does the Posuk – ”אתם

repeat “בפקוד אותם?”  Klal 

Yisroel are not allowed to be 

counted directly, which was 

why Klal Yisroel were 

counted here based upon the 

Machatzis Hashekel each and 

every Yid gave.  By counting 

the Machatzis Hashekel, the 

count of Klal Yisroel became 

known.  We know that in the 

times of Dovid Hamelech, 

Klal Yisroel were counted, 

and it caused a plague 

amongst Klal Yisroel. Why 

are Klal Yisroel not allowed 

to be counted directly, while 

other nations of the world can 

count their people as many 

times as they want and it has 

no negative ramifications?  

The Gemara in Bava Basra 

23b teaches us about the Din 

of a רוב, a majority, and there 

are those who want to come 

and be Mekatreg (antagonize 

/ prosecute and seek to have 

Klal Yisroel punished for 

their actions) on Klal Yisroel 

and say that they should all 

be destroyed because the 

majority of them are Chayiv, 

so they should all be Chayiv.  

However, they are quiet and 

do not say this, for Tzaddikim 

are compared to many, and 

are not just considered one for 

this purpose.  Yeshaya 60:22 

 There are – ”הקטון יהיה לאלף“

some Tzaddikim who are like 

1,000 people, there are some 

who are like 800 people; and 

there are some who are like 

500 people; and there are 

those who are like a 100, and 

others like 20 – as it says in 
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Vayikra 26:8.  However, the 

Mekatragim do not know how 

to evaluate each Tzaddik, to 

know how many people he is 

equivalent to, and they 

therefore are quiet, for they 

do not know if they have a 

majority or not.  Being that 

these Mekatragim are quiet, 

they save Klal Yisroel from 

much evil.  However, if Klal 

Yisroel are counted, and each 

Tzaddik is counted as one 

person, then the calculation 

of each Tzaddik being much 

more than one is nullified at 

that time, and it may be that 

the majority of Klal Yisroel is 

bad, thereby giving the 

Mekatragim an opening to be 

Mekatreg against Klal 

Yisroel, and cause great harm 

to them. This is the reason 

that it is prohibited to count 

Klal Yisroel directly.  

ונתנו איש כופר נפשו “

 When you will – ”בפקוד אותם

want to count Klal Yisroel, 

being that it is prohibited to 

count them directly, you shall 

count them by exchanging a 

half-Shekel per soul, and 

then there will not be a 

plague as a result of this 

counting.  Being that it is not 

a direct counting, it will not 

cause any harm to Klal 

Yisroel, and is thus permitted 

in this manner.  The Loshon 

of “פקד” can have two 

meanings: a counting, or 

missing – lacking - 

minimizing something. “ ונתנו

איש כפר נפשו לד' בפקד אתם ולא 

 The – ”יהיה בהם נגף בפקד אתם

first “בפקוד אותם”, refers to 

“counting,” meaning that if 

you want to count Klal 

Yisroel, you should do so 

through the half-Shekel.  The 

second, “בפקד אותם” refers to 

“minimizing” - meaning that 

if you do the counting in the 

proper way, through the half-

Shekel, then there will not be 

a plague, because you did not 

 you did not – ”בפקד אותם“

minimize them.  For if they 

are counted directly, you are 

counting each person, even 

the Tzaddikim, as one, and 

that can cause a Kitrug 

against Klal Yisroel.   

כי “ 30:12 - עוד יוסף חי 

תשא את ראש בני ישראל 

 Moshe Rabbeinu – ”לפקדיהם

said to Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

in Shemos 32:32 “ ואם אין מחני

 ,that if You – ”נא מספרך

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, do not 

give Klal Yisroel a Kapparah 

for their sin of the Eigel, then 

You should remove me from 

Your Sefer that You wrote.  

Although Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu did give Klal Yisroel a 

Kapparah, nonetheless, the 

Gemara in Makkos 11a tells 

us that a curse that is uttered 

by a Tzaddik, even if it is on a 

condition, still has some kind 

of Kiyum to it.  Thus, Moshe’s 

name is not written in 

Parshas Tetzaveh as a 

fulfillment of his words.  Why 

was Moshe’s name removed 

specifically from Parshas 

Tetzaveh?  Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu did exactly as Moshe 

Rabbeinu requested.  He 

requested that he be removed 

from, “מספרך” – “ כ' –מספר  ” – 

from the 20th Sefer.  Each 

Parshah in the Torah is 

called a Sefer, and Parshas 

Tetzaveh is the 20th Parshah 

in the Torah.  Thus, Moshe’s 

name was removed from 

Parshas Tetzaveh.   

Moshe made this 

request for the sake of Klal 

Yisroel, so that the Satan 

should be appeased by having 

accomplished something, 

namely having Moshe’s name 

removed from a Parshah, and 

therefore would not seek to be 

Mekatreg against Klal 

Yisroel to have them 

destroyed because of the Chet 

Ha’eigel, Chas V’sholom.  We 

also see another time which is 

a great praise for Moshe 

Rabbeinu in that he 

minimized himself for the 

sake of Klal Yisroel.  

Bamidbar 12:3 “ והאיש משה ענו

 And the man Moshe“ – ”מאוד

was exceedingly humble.”  

The word, “ענו” – “humble” is 

spelled in the Chaseir form, 

as it is lacking the Yud, and 

should be spelled, “עניו.” One 
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seeing that the Yud is 

missing from this word would 

think that there is something 

lacking in Moshe Rabbeinu, 

that he was not a complete 

Anav.  However, in truth, it is 

actually a great praise for 

Moshe Rabbeinu, for Moshe 

requested to have the Yud 

taken out in order to appease 

the Satan, so that he should 

leave Klal Yisroel alone.  (We 

see this same concept on Yom 

Hakippurim, where there is a 

לעזאזל שעיר  – a goat is sent to 

Azazel; it is given to the 

Satan, so that he should be 

content, and not seek to 

prosecute Klal Yisroel).   This 

that Moshe had the Yud 

removed from the word Anav 

is also alluded to in Moshe’s 

request of, “מחני נא מספרך” – 

for the word, “מספרך” can 

mean “ ך' –מספר  ” – the 

number 20 – which alludes to 

the Yud, for the Yud in its full 

form – “יוד” is the Gematria of 

20.  The previous Parshah is 

Parshas Tetzaveh, the 

Parshah in which Moshe 

Rabbeinu’s name is omitted, 

and immediately after the 

Torah begins with, “ כי תשא את

ראלראש בני יש ”.  The Torah is 

letting us know that the “כי” – 

the letters 'כ of Moshe’s name 

being omitted from the 20th 

Parshah, Parshas Tetzaveh, 

and the 'י, the Yud being 

removed from תשא את “ – עניו

 is all a great praise for – ”ראש

Moshe Rabbeinu, for he did so 

in order to raise the heads of 

Klal Yisroel.   

 Bava – מראית העין  

Basra 10 - The Gemara in 

Bava Basra 10b says - Rebbe 

Avahu says: Moshe said to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, “With 

what is the strength of Klal 

Yisroel exalted?”  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu answered, “When 

you raise their heads –  כי

 Rashi explains that  ”.תשא

Hakodosh Boruch Hu was 

telling Moshe here that if he 

wants to raise Klal Yisroel 

up, he can do so by collecting 

Tzedakah from them – and 

the term כי תשא refers to the 

collection of the Machatzis 

Hashekel.  What Moshe 

Rabbeinu was asking was 

how would Klal Yisroel be 

able to be Mekayeim the 

entire Torah – all of the 

Taryag Mitzvos.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu answered him 

that they can do so with, “ כי

 ,by giving Tzedakah – ”תשא

for the Mitzvah of giving 

Tzedakah is equivalent to all 

of the mitzvos of the Torah.  

The Roshei Taivos of, “ תשא

 is equal to – ”את ראש בני ישראל

the Gematria of 613 – a 

Remez that the Mitzvah of 

Tzedakah is equivalent all 

the Taryag Mitzvos.   

 Now we can 

understand why Klal Yisroel 

were not to be counted 

directly, but rather through 

the Machatzis Hashekel.  By 

counting each person as one, 

it minimizes what the person 

may actually be, and what he 

can become.  Klal Yisroel 

have tremendous Kochos.  

Moshe Rabbeinu minimized 

himself, was the ultimate 

Anav, and was always 

seeking to raise Klal Yisroel.  

Klal Yisroel and the 

Mishkan, were inextricably 

connected. Each Yid gave a 

Machatzis Hashekel towards 

the Mishkan, and thereby 

connected himself to the 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

Chazal tell us that Moshe 

Rabbeinu was compared to all 

600,000 of Klal Yisroel.  We 

all have so much within us; 

we must seek to attach 

ourselves to the Taryag 

Mitzvos and the Torah 

Hakdosha, and then we will 

be Zoche to bring forth 

greatness.  Now, we are not 

Zoche to have the Mishkan to 

connect ourselves to, but we 

can still connect ourselves to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

through the Torah and 

Mitzvos.  May we be Zoche to 

truly attach ourselves to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

through our Avodas Hashem.   

mailto:ParshaPshetel@gmail.com
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T he holy sefarim teach that Hashem
created the world to be calledíåçø

ïåðçå, compassionate and kind. The ideal
situation is when people deserve
Hashem’s kindness, and earn His
compassion by their good deeds. When
they don’t, Hashem has methods to

bestow kindness, regardless.TorahWellsprings- Ki Sisa

In this week’sparashahit states (33:19),
ïåçà øùà úà éúåðçå, “I am kind and
compassionate to whomever I choose.”
The pasuk is referring to those who
aren't deserving of Hashem’s compassion
and kindness. Nevertheless, Hashem says
He will seek ways to bestow kindness

on them.

One way is by granting them
opportunities to do kindness with others.
For example, Hashem sends a pauper to
their door, or Hashem has them meet
with someone who needs to hear a kind
word, etc. If they pass the test and they
are kind to the person in need, Hashem
repays them measure-per-measure (îäã
äãî ãâðë) and bestows kindness onto them,

as well.

As Chazal (Shabbos 151:) teach,
“Whoever has mercy on others, Heaven
will have mercy on him. Whoever
doesn’t have mercy on others, Heaven
doesn’t have mercy on him. As it states
(Devarim 13:18) êîçøå íéîçø êì ïúðå, 'I will
give you compassion, and [then] I will

have compassion on you.'"

The Midrash (Shemos Rabba 45:6)
states: Hakadosh Baruch Hu showed

Moshe the heavenly coffers, reserved for
tzaddikim. Moshe asked, “For whom is

this treasury?”

“For those who givetzedakah”

“And for whom is that treasury?”

“It's for those who raise orphans.”

Moshe asked about many treasuries, and
Hashem told him which mitzvos earn
them. Then Moshe saw a very large

treasury. “Who is this for?”

Hashem replied, “When one has good
deeds, I reward him according to his
good deeds. But if he doesn’t deserve it,
I grant him kindness from thisotzar
matnas chinam, treasury of underserved
gifts. As it states,ïåçà øùà éúåðçå, ‘I am
kind and compassionate to whomever I

choose.’”

The Avodas Yisraelzt’l explains this
Midrash:

“[When one doesn’t deserve Hashem’s
kindness] Hashem will bestow on him
[opportunities] to haveäðéðç and úåðîçø, to
do kindness and to have mercy, upon
others. Thereby, he will receive kindness
from the treasury of underserving gifts

(íðç úðúî øöåà)."

Therefore, when an opportunity to help
someone comes your way, you'd be wise
to take advantage of it. You will be
getting the better part of the deal, for by
having compassion on others, Hashem

will have compassion on you.
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Also, when someone throws harsh insults
at you, and you are tempted to answer
back with a long list of harsh words of
your own, but you remain silent because
you have compassion on your fellow
man, this will open up the treasury of
matnas chinamfor you. As you are
being kind to others, Heaven will be

kind with you.

The Gemara (Brachos18:) tells the story
of a chassid who gavetzedakah to a
pauper onerev Rosh Hashanah, and his
wife became severely angry with him for
giving tzedakah. The chassid knew he
couldn’t sleep at home that night. (He
didn’t want to sleep in the beis medresh
either, so as not to publicize his domestic
issues to others [Iyun Yaakov]). So on the
night of Rosh Hashanah, he slept in the
beis hachayim, cemetery. He lay between
two graves and heard theirneshamos
speaking with each other. One of them
said to her neighbor, “It’s Rosh
Hashanah night, and it is being decided
what will happen this year. Let’s float
around the world and harken to the
decrees announced from behind the
curtain, and we will know which
punishments are coming to the world this
year.”
Her friend responded, “I am unable to
leave my grave because I was buried in
a mat of reeds. You go, and come back

and tell me what you heard.”

Later that night, theneshamahreturned.
“What did you hear?”

“I heard, whoever plants by the first rain,
his crops will be smitten by hail.” (In
Eretz Yisrael, Cheshvon is the season for

the first rain. Theneshamahheard that
whoever would plant then, would lose all
their crops in a hail storm. But those who
plant later will have softer crops when
the hail storm comes, which wouldn’t be

destroyed by the hail.)

The chassid had “inside information” and
knew to plant by the second rains.
Everyone planted by the first rains, and
their crops were ruined that winter, but

this chassid’s crop flourished.

The following year on Rosh Hashanah
night he went to the cemetery to sleep.
He heard the same two spirits speaking
with each other. One of them said to her
friend, “Let us float around the world
and hear from behind the curtain which
punishments are coming to the world.”

The friend responded, “I already told you
that I can’t do that. I was buried in a mat
of reeds. But you should go and tell me
what you hear.”
Later that night, theneshamahreturned.
The friend said, “My friend, what did

you hear from behind the curtain?”

“I heard that this year, whoever plants by
the first rains will succeed, but the crops
planted by the second rains will be
destroyed in a disease calledshidafon.”
That year, the chassid planted by the first
rains. Everyone else remembered what
happened to their crops the previous year
and planted by the second rains. Their
crops became ill withshidafon, while his

crops prospered.

The chassid’s wife asked him how he
was being so successful. For two years
in a row, his crops prospered, while
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everyone else’s failed. He told her about
his Rosh Hashanah expeditions, and what

he heard.

Soon afterwards, the chassid’s wife got
into a dispute with the mother of one of
thoseneshamos. She said, “Come and I
will show you that your daughter is

buried in a mat of reeds!”

That Rosh Hashanah, when the chassid
returned to the cemetery, he heard one
neshamahsay to her friend, “Let us float
around the world and hear from behind
the curtain which punishments will come
to the world.”
The other replied, “Don’t speak about
these matters anymore. Our
conversations are being heard by the
living.”
The purpose of this Gemara is to prove
that the dead know what is happening in
this world. How else did the soul know
that someone revealed to her mother that
she was buried in mat of reeds? But if
that is the sole purpose of the Gemara,
why does the Gemara tell about that
chassid's erev Rosh Hashanahfiasco,
when he got into a dispute with his wife?
That information seems irrelevant to the

Gemara’s primary point.

We can answer that the Gemara has a
subtle message here (in addition to its
primary message). It is teaching us the

immense reward to those who are silent
in a machlokes. The chassid’s wife
rebuked him for givingtzedakah, but he
didn’t answer back. Since he acted
kindly to her, he was rewarded with two
successful years. It is likely he became
wealthy during those two years, because
only his crops grew. He earned this
reward because when one is kind to

others, Heaven is kind to him.1111

A young man was engaged, and his
future in-laws promised him precious
presents and a dowry. They kept their

promise down to the last penny.

His first Shabbos as a married man, in
his in-laws home, he saw something was
amiss. The candlesticks were made of
clay, the beds were broken, and in
general, he saw several signs of poverty
in his in-laws home. He asked his wife
about that. She told that her parents sold
all their home utensils, and went into
debt too, to cover the cost of the dowry
they promised. He replied, “We can’t let

matters be this way.”

On Motzei Shabbos he returned the
dowry and gifts. He couldn’t have his
wife light Shabbbos candles in silver
candlesticks, while his in-laws had clay
ones. He couldn’t sleep well, knowing
his in-laws were suffering because of

him.

1. Chazal (Avos 5:5) say, רווחים משתחוים  צפופים .עומדים This can be translated, “When people
are ,עומדים stubbornly stand by their opinions, unwilling to bend, ,צפופים life will be tight

and uncomfortable for them. But ,משתחוים when people bow down and let the other person
have their way, ,רווחים they will be rewarded that life will be comfortable and good for them.
Because by being kind to others, Hashem is kind to them (see Beis Aharon .(קמ"ג:
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On Sunday morning, he borrowed twenty
thousand rubles from a friend. He used a
thousand rubles to buy utensils for his
home, and he went to the market to see
where he could invest the rest of the
money. A big merchant offered him a
lucrative business opportunity for ten
thousand rubles. He invested and became

wealthy in a short time.

Because of his wealth, when his children
became of age, he made prestigious
shidduchim. One of hismechutanimwas
Reb Shimon Soferzt’l (son of the
Chasam Soferzt’l). At that wedding, in
Cracow, a rav asked him how he earned
his wealth, and how he merited this
prestigious shidduch with Reb Shimon
Sofer. He told him his story. He
explained that he was willing to forgo his
own pleasure and wealth so his in-laws
don’t suffer. And just as he did kindness
with them, Hashem performed kindness
to him, and he earned wealth and

wonderful shidduchim.

This story is brought down inMishnas

Yosef (Brachos 8.) who concludes, “It
isn’t my way to write stories in thissefer
but this story has an important message
that the wise can learn from. They should
be cautious with the money and vessels
of their father-in-law, and more
importantly, they should be cautious with
their father-in-law's heart. And if you
will act with kindness, you will receive

many brachos from Above."2222

The point is to acquire goodmiddos, and
to truly care about your fellow man. The
Chasam Sofer zt’l would say that
although middos weren’t written in the
luchos, the fact that Moshe Rabbeinu —
who had the most perfectmiddos— was
chosen to receive theluchos, we
understand the importance of good
middos. Middosaren’t easy to attain. Reb
Yisrael Salanterzt’l said that it is easier
to know the entire Gemara backwards
and forwards than to rid oneself from
just one badmiddah. Nevertheless, it's
everyone’s obligation to do what they
can to merit good middos and a

compassionate caring heart.

2. A chasan told the Chazon Ish zt’l, “My future father-in-law promised me a large dowry,
but now he’s going through a financial crisis and it is hard for him to keep his word.

At the moment, I have the opportunity to do something that will force my father-in-law to
keep his word and give me what he promised. Should I do that?”
The Chazon Ish told him to study Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 2:1) which states, “If a
lot of money was promised for your wedding, and then your future in-laws back down,
don’t cause your fiancé to wait like an agunah because of that. Don’t fight over the money.
If you will, you won’t succeed and the marriage won’t work out well… Rather, whatever
your future father-and-mother-in-law give you accept with a good eye, יצלח ,ואז and then
you will succeed.”
The Chazon Ish told him, “If you will force your father-in-law to pay what he promised, you
won’t succeed. Somehow you will lose your money. But if you won’t make an issue about
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JoyJoyJoyJoy

Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belzzy’a
explains that the women didn’t sin by the
egel because they were happy bykriyas
Yam Suf. That joy protected them from
falling to sin. As it states,úåçà íéøî ç÷úå
íéôúá äéøçà íéùðä ìë äðàöúå äãéá óåúä ïøäà
úåìåçîáå, “Miriam…took the drum…and
all the women went forth with drums and

dances” (Shemos15:20).

There was dancing around theegel, as it
states,úåìåçîå ìâòä úà àøéå, "Moshe saw the
egel and the dances" (32:19) but the
women who danced afterkriyas Yam Suf

didn’t dance with theegel.

The men sangOz Yashir – they were
also happy bykriyas Yam Suf – but they
didn’t dance. As a result, the women
passed the test of theegel, while the

men failed.

Another group of people who didn’t sin
by the egel was the Levi'im. Once again,
we can explain that this is because the
Levi'im serve Hashem with music and
joy. (In the Beis HaMikdash the Levi’im
serve Hashem with music.) And when
there’s joy and music one doesn’t fall

into the trap of sins.

Therefore, everyone should seek to be
happy. How does one achieve that? Let

us study the following story:

The Abir Yaakov of Sadugeirazt’l lived
through the Holocaust. The Nazis

yemach shemomforced him to clean the
streets of Vienna. Every day, he would
say, “Ribono Shel Olam, I am Yours, the
rasha who orders me around is Yours,
the broom I’m holding is Yours, and the
earth I’m cleaning is yours. So the
person who is Yours commanded me,
who I am Yours, to take Your broom to
sweep Your streets.” With this in mind,
he swept the streets with joy, because he
felt totally connected to Hashem. His joy
was sometimes so intense, he had to
conceal it, because it didn’t seem correct

to be working for the Nazis with joy.

He made aneder that if he survives the
war and moves to Eretz Yisrael he would
clean the streets of Eretz Yisrael every
day. Baruch Hashem, he survived the
war and moved to Tel Aviv. Every day,
he would clean the street near his home

with joy. 3333

From this story we see that being
attached with Hashem – knowing that
everything we do is for Him and with
Him – brings the person immense joy.
As the Tanya (ch.26) writes, "Joy comes
from his love that Hashem is close to
him, which is better than all pleasures of

this world."

EverythingEverythingEverythingEverything isisisis forforforfor thethethethe GoodGoodGoodGood

Another way to be happy is to know that
everything is for the good. Even those
matters that seem bad at first, are
actually for his good. Looking back at

the money, Shulchan Aruch promises יצלח ,ואז  you will succeed. And the Shulchan Aruch’s
brachah will certainly materialize.”
3. The Beis Yisrael zt’l said that if the Abir Yaakov of Sadugeira zt’l would have ten

chassidim, he would join them.
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past episodes will often help you realize
how everything was for your benefit.

It states (Shmos 33:23)éðôå éøçà úà úéàøå
åàøé àì, "You will see My back, but you
can't see My face." The Chasam Sofer
explains that we can recognize Hashem
and His kindness when we lookéøçà,
in retrospect. Looking back at the
episodes that occurred, we understand
that everything was for the good.
However, åàøé àì éðôå, at the time matters
occur, we don't see why and how they

are for our benefit.

Every day after class, the devoted
teacher, Reb Gedalyah, sits with his
students on the school steps, just to
spend time with them. He does this to
truly understand his students, so he can

know how to help them.

The other teachers in the cheder tell Reb
Gedalyah to stop this practice because he
is losing his break, without getting paid
for it. They also claimed that it isn’t
good for the students to be so friendly

with their teacher.

But Reb Gedalyah believed that his
practice was important, and he would
keep it every day.
Once, on a rainy day he slipped down
the stairs, and couldn’t get up. Hatzalah
was called, and he was brought to the

hospital on a stretcher.

Reb Gedalyah asked himself, “Why did
this happen to me? I’mmoser nefeshfor

my students, despite that all my
comrades make fun of me because of it.
Is this my reward for my devotion?”
But he immediately stopped those
morbid thoughts, and repeated to himself

that everything is for the good.

The doctors took x-rays and other exams,
and discovered he has a broken rib, but
that wasn’t the main problem. He also
had two failing kidneys. They told him,
“If you didn’t come to the hospital now
to treat your kidneys, you wouldn’t live
another hour.” They asked him why he
hadn’t come earlier to the hospital to
treat his failing kidneys. He answered he
didn’t have any pain at all. (This was
unusual. Generally a person in his state

would be in excruciating pain.)

He began dialysis, and some days later
underwent a transplant. In retrospect, it
was understood that his fall saved his

life, and that it was for his good.4444

The Chasam Sofer says that when
Achashveirosh took Ester to be his
queen, it roused a great question in
people's minds. Why should this
tzaddekesbe subjected to this terrible
situation? But in retrospect we
understand that Hashem was setting up
Klal Yisrael's salvation. By the same
token, there are times we wonder why
we must endure difficulties, but the
day will come when we will look back

and understand.

4. Rebbe Shalom of Shatz zt’l lost all his children rachmana litzlan. He said, ומחיה ממית ,מלך
regardless whether Hashem gives life or chalilah death, ישועה ,מצמיח a salvation will come

from it.
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There were times in our history
(especially during the era of the
rishonim) when the gentiles invited
Jewish scholars to participate in religious
debates. Each participant was to prove
the veracity of his religion and to
disprove the other religion. The gentile's
evil intentions were to “prove” the
veracity of their religion, and thereby
demand of the Jews to convert,chalilah.

There was one bishop who was involved
in this practice for a long time, but he
wasn't succeeding. Frustrated, he said, "I
want to make one more debate. If I win,
all the Jews must either convert or be
thrown into a furnace. If the Jews win, I

will be thrown into the furnace".

The Jewish community was frightened.
They realized that only Hashem could
help them. They gathered in the shul and

prayed for His help.

No one had the courage to represent the
Jewish community in the debate. Only
one, very simple Yid said, "I will debate

the bishop, and Hashem will help.”

He was very simple, he could hardly read
and write, but he was the only person
willing to take on the challenge, so he

was sent to the debate.

Many people came to watch, Jews and
gentiles alike. The Jews were given the
right to ask the first question. The simple
Yid asked, "What doesòãåé éðéà mean"?

"I don’t know.”

The panel of judges heard that the
bishop doesn’t know, so they
immediately picked him up and threw

him into the furnace.äøåà äúéä íéãåäéìå
äçîùå, the Yidden rejoiced and celebrated

their salvation.

At the celebration, they asked the
simple Yid, "How did you think of this

clever question?”

He replied, "I have aChumashwith a
Yiddish translation. When Rashi writes
òãåé éðéàthe Yiddish translation is, "I don’t

know." So I thought that if even the holy
translator of Rashi doesn’t know the
meaning of these words, the bishop

certainly won’t know."

The Chozeh of Lublinzy'awould tell this
story to show howemunahis not based
on knowledge. Sometimes we don’t
know and we don’t understand, yet we
still believe. But as the Chasam Sofer
taught, often we can understand in

retrospect as well.

The MidrashTehillim (34) states:

Dovid said to Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
“Everything You created is good. The
only exception is insanity. Ribono Shel
Olam! What benefit does the world gain
from insanity?”
Hakadosh Baruch Hu replied, “You are
complaining about insanity? I swear you
will need it. As Shlomo said,ìáçé øáãì æá
åá, ‘Those who disgrace something will

be harmed by it.’”

Soon afterwards, Dovid came to Achish,
a Plishtim king. As it states (I Shmuel
21:11), àáéå ìåàù éðôî àåää íåéá çøáéå ãåã í÷éå
úâ êìî ùéëà ìà, “Dovid ran away from
Shaul and came to Achish, the king of
Gass. êìî ãåã äæ àåìä åéìà ùéëà éãáò åøîàéå
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...ìàøùé, The servants of Achish told
Achish, ‘Behold this is Dovid, the king

of Yisrael…’

éðôî ãàî àøéå åááìá äìàä íéøáãä úà ãåã íùéå
ùéëà, Dovid put these words to his heart,

and was very afraid from Achish…”

Not long before Dovid killed the great
warrior, Golias, and he was holding
Golias’s sword in his hands (seeI
Shmuel 22:10). Achish was Golias’s
brother. Furthermore, he was from the
Plishtim, the archenemy of the Jewish
nation, and Dovid feared Achish would

take revenge and kill him.

The Midrash states: Dovid began to pray:
“Ribono shel Olam, answer me!”

Hashem asked, “What are you asking
for?”
Dovid said, “Give me the insanity that
you created.”
Hakadosh Baruch Hu replied, “Didn’t I
tell you that you would need insanity. As
it states, åá ìáçé øáãì æá, if you disgrace
something, you will be harmed by it.”

The Midrash describes the insane acts
that Dovid performed:
He wrote on the doors, “Achish, the king
of Gass owes meàåáø äàî, a million, and
his wife owes me àåáø íéùéîç, a half
million. Dovid shouted and acted insane

inside and outside. Achish said [to his
advisors] äæ úà íúàáä éë éðà íéòâåùî øñç
éìò òâúùäì, “Do I lack insane people that
you brought him before me to act insane

before me?”

“At that moment, Dovid became very
happy… and he saidTehillim (34) ãåãì
êìîéáà éðôì åîòè úà åúåðùá, “For Dovid,
when he [acted insane]…”5555 starting each

pasuk in the order of the alef beis.”

Tehillim 34 perfectly describes what
Dovid was going through at that time.
As the Kedushas Levi (Likutim, Tehillim
äëøáà ä"ã) explains:
úò ìëá 'ä úà äëøáà, [Dovid said] ‘I bless
Hashemat all times.’ Because there are
good times and bad times. Up until now,
Dovid HaMelech a’h figured that one
should bless Hashem only when matters
are good. But why should one praise
Hashem when matters are bad? What
good will come from bad? But now, he
acted insanely and discovered that
insanity [and all bad matters] has its
positive side. He discovered that even
the bad carries good. And so he said,
úò ìëá 'ä úà äëøáà, ‘I bless Hashemat all
times.’ There is no time — not even
when bad things occur — when I won’t
bless and praise Hashem, because I know
that good will come forth from those

hard times…”6666

5. The pasuk states, “When he acted insane before Avimelech.” Rashi explains that
Avimelech was Achish. He was called Avimelech, because all kings of Plishtim were

Avimelech, as all kings of Mitzrayim were Pharaoh.
6. Someone took the elevator to the top floor of a tall building and began throwing down

hundred dollar bills. People below tottered hither-thither to gather the bills, but no one
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BitachonBitachonBitachonBitachon

For health purposes, the Vayichi Yaakov
of Pupa zt’l went to a spa in the town
of Tatzmasdorf. Friday night, he was
sitting near a spring, and one of the men
present said, “I wish I could drink from
the spring water now, but it’s Shabbos,
and we can’t bring a cup out here.”
The Pupa Rebbe told him a story that
happened with the Baal Shem Tovzt’l
(written in Nesiv Mitzvoseicha). The
Baal Shem Tovzt’l was once traveling
with a student in a forest and the student
was very thirsty. The Baal Shem Tov
asked him, “Do you believe that when
Hashem created the world, He knew that
you would be thirsty now, and that He
prepared water for you?”
The student was silent as he thought it
over and then he said, “Yes, I believe
that.”
Soon, a gentile came with two buckets
over his shoulders. They paid him some
money and drank the water. The Baal
Shem Tov asked him why he was
carrying water through the forest. He
replied, “It never happened before, but
for some reason, my boss suddenly
asked for something insane. He
requested I should draw water from a

distant well. That’s why I am walking
all this way…”
After the Vayichi Yaakov of Pupa told
this story, a gentile arrived, holding a
cup in his hand. He came to drink from
the spring. Then he filled the cup up
again, so the Pupa Rebbe and this thirsty
man could drink too. The Pupa Rebbe
asked him, “Why did you come here, so
late at night, to drink water?” It was

past midnight.

He replied, “I was already in bed for the
night, but I suddenly became very thirsty,
so I came here for a drink of water.”
This story shows the power ofbitachon.
åðááåñé ãñç 'äá çèåáä, when one trusts in
Hashem, he becomes surrounded and
enveloped in Hashem's kindness, and he

will receive all his needs.

Chasidim tell the following story:

Someone needed money forhachnasas
kallah to marry off his daughter. His
wife told him, “A few years ago, when
we needed money, you went to your
wealthy brother and he helped us.
Perhaps you should go to him again
now.”
He agreed that it was the rational thing
to do. He packed his bags and prepared

looked up to see where the money was coming from. He began throwing stones. Everyone
looked up to see who was throwing stones at them. He called down, “If you would have
noticed me when I threw down the bills, you wouldn’t need to get hurt by the stones.”
The moral is: one should recognize Hashem when things are good. But as people’s nature
is to forget Hashem when everything is good, therefore the troubles are needed.
If they will remember Hashem by the tzaros, the tzaros will disappear, because their purpose
was achieved. Now goodness can come.
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for the long trip. When he was ready to
go, he stood by the mezuzah of his front
door with his suitcase at his side. He
kissed the mezuzah, and thought about
what one should think when passing a
mezuzah. As the Rambam (Hilchos
Mezuzah 6:13) writes, “Whenever he
comes in or goes out, he will meet with
the Oneness of Hashem’s name [written
in the mezuzah] and he will remember
his love to Hashem. He will awaken
from his complacency and from his
engrossment in the foolishness of this
world. He will know that nothing
remains forever, other than knowing
Hashem…” After thinking these thoughts
for some moments, he brought his
suitcase inside andtold his wife that he
changed his mind. He will stay home, put
his trust in Hashem, and Hashem will

help them.

He explained, “Even if I make this long
trip, who can guarantee that I will gain
money from it. Perhaps my brother isn’t
alive, or perhaps he lost his money, or
perhaps he doesn’t want to help me this
time? With all these doubts, why should
I take this long trip when I can remain

home and trust in Hashem?”

His wife had her misgivings, and she
asked her husband to reconsider, but she
couldn’t change her husband’s mind. He
sat down with his large Gemara, and
began learning Torah with a sweet voice.
He was totally serene, certain Hashem

would help him.

Later that evening, someone knocked at
their door. It was an army officer he was

acquainted with.

“Come in. Why did you come to me
today?”

“I'm being sent to the front. Can you
watch my money until I return? And if I
don’t return… the money is yours.” The

Yid consented.

The officer was killed in battle, and the
Yid had enough money to marry off

his daughter.

We repeat this story to demonstrate the
power of bitachon. Although as a rule
people should makehishtadlus, and if
by Hashem’s hashgachah one must
collect money to cover wedding
expenses, he should accept Hashem’s
decree and do whatever’s necessary.
Nevertheless, it is incumbent on to us to
remember thatparnassah comes from
Hashem, and if we trust in Him,

Hashem will certainly help.7777

DistantDistantDistantDistant fromfromfromfrom MachlokesMachlokesMachlokesMachlokes

It states (32:1-4), “The nation surrounded
around Aharon saying, ‘Make for us a
god who will go before us, because we
don’t know what happened to Moshe
who took us out of Mitzrayim. Aharon
said, ‘Remove the gold rings from your
wives’ ears…and bring them to me…He
took it from their hands, and…fashioned

7. The Chazon Ish would often say, “Hashem helps when one doesn’t see any salvation
according to the rules of nature.” This is because at those times he places his trust

entirely on Hashem.
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it into a molten calf…”

Moshe asked Aharon, “What did this
nation do to you, that you brought onto

them a grievous sin?” (32:21).

It is certainly surprising and begs
explanation, for it seems that Aharon

helped the nation create theegel.

Rashi (32:24) writes that Aharon wasn’t
guilty for the egel. Aharon told Moshe
that he threw the gold into fire,éúòãé àìå
äæä ìâòä àöéù, “I didn’t know that it
would turn into an egel.” The Eirav
Rav made it with witchcraft (seeRashi
32:4). Furthermore, Aharon only said
“Who has gold,” and they immediately
ran and grabbed the gold off their
wives and children. Additionally, Rashi
(32:5) explains that Aharon pushed off
celebrating theegel until the next day
(as he said,øçî 'äì âç) and he build
the mizbeiach slowly, all by himself
(rather than to have the nation build
the altar). He was procrastinating,
hoping Moshe would come and prevent

them from sinning.

Furthermore, Rashi (32:5) writes,áèåî
íäá àìå éá ïåçøñä äìúéù, “[Aharon said] I
prefer I should be held guilty for the sin,

and not them.”

There are several other explanations
brought down by the meforshim to
explain that the sin wasn’t as severe as
it seems by first glance. Nevertheless,
reading thepesukim literally, it seems
that Aharon helped the nation create the
egel and this needs explanation. How

could that be?

Likutei Chaver ben Chaim in the name
of the Chasam Soferzt’l answers that
Aharon understood that if he doesn’t help
them build anegel, a great dispute would
break out among Yidden, andmachlokes

is even worse thanavodah zarah.

The day they worshiped theegel, the
manna fell. But during Korach’s
machlokes, the manna didn’t fall. The
Shevet Mussar (37:22) proves from that
that machlokes is worse than avodah

zarah.

Aharon was very embarrassed because of
this sin, and when he was chosen to be
the cohen gadol, he was embarrassed to
bring thekorbanos. Moshe told him,äîì
úøçáð êëì ùåá äúà, “Why are you ashamed?
This is the reason you were chosen”
(Rashi, Vayikra 9:7). The Chasam Sofer
zt’l explains, Moshe told him, “You were
chosen to becohen gadolbecause you
made theegel. It was the right decision,
to shield the Yidden from amachlokes."

There was a time whenchazanimwas a
major part of Jewish culture. People
enjoyed hearing them sing, sometimes
without caring whether the chazan
prayed withkavanah, or whether he had
yiras shamayimor not. Afrekasta d’Anya
(vol.1 165) writes about the community
of Kempna who wanted to hire Shimon
as their chazan because of his powerful
and beautiful voice, but Reb Yosef
Shmuel, the rav of Kempna, was very
upset by this choice, because Shimon

wasn't a religious Yid.

A dispute broke out, some in favor of
Shimon the chazan, some siding with the
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rav. Reb Yosef Shmuel wrote a letter to
the rav of Posen for guidance. Reb Yosef
Shmuel wrote in his letter,ìë ùøã äæä ïåòîù
êé÷ìà 'ä úàì àáùëå 'åëå øéæçä úà ,äøåúáù ïéúà
ùøéô àøéú. This was a play on words from
a Gemara, hinting that Shimon does all
sins of the Torah, and he doesn’t fear
Hashem. He expressed that he seeks
counsel, since most of the community

wanted Shimon as theirchazan.

The Rav of Posen replied, “It is better
to erect an idol in the Beis HaMikdash
than for there to be amachlokes

among Yidden…”

With the awareness of the severity of
machlokes, we will strive to keep
ourselves far away from disputes. They
aren't as mild and insignificant as we
may have previously thought. We
should use any technique necessary to
maintain peace, because there is nothing

more important.

TefillahTefillahTefillahTefillah

Hashem isäô ìë úìôú òîåù, He listens to
every person’s prayer.

As it states inTana d’Bei Eliyahu(Zuta
6), Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to Moshe,
“When I see people who don’t have
Torah or good deeds — not them and not
their parents — and they praise, bless,
and say manytefillos before Me, I listen
to them and I double theirparnassah.”

There is no one who can't pray to

Hashem.

The Noam Elimelech teaches that even
the prayers of simple Yidden are
extremely potent, if thetefillos emanate
from the depths of their heart. He
writes, "Tzaddikim…are able to bring
you parnassahand shefa, bounty, with
their pure words of tefillah. All the
more so, when you pray from the depths

of your heart…"

We shouldn’t approachtefillah feeling
inadequate, but with faith that Hashem

listens to ourtefillah.

Humility is essential, but one must be
humble at the right times. When one
prays, one must believe in his ability to
daven. After thetefillah he can return to
his humility. As Rebbe Boruch of
Mezhibuz zt'l explained the pasuk
(33:21), éúà íå÷î äðä, when one stands
with Hashem in tefillah, øåöä ìò úáöðå,
stand tall and high on the mountain,
proud with emunah that Hashem will
listen to yourtefillos. éãåáë øåáòá äéäå, after
the tefillah, øåöä úøð÷á, than be in the
crevice of the mountain, alluding to
humility. Be humble aftertefillah, but
when you daven believe yourtefillos

make a difference.8888

After the egel, Moshe Rabbeinu prayed
that Hashem forgive the nation. Moshe
said, ...êøôñî àð éðçî ïéà íàå, "If You will not
forgive them, erase me from Your
sefer…" (Shemos32:32). Rashi writes,
"Erase my name from the entire Torah,

8. The Beis Yisrael used to say that פסולה ענוה (feeling unworthy to serve Hashem) is worse
than arrogance.
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so people shouldn’t say I wasn't worthy
to pray for them."

The Beis Aharon (p.144:) asks, “The
matter is wondrous! Moshe wasãåàî åéðò
íãàä ìëî, the most humble person. Why
did he consider himself worthy to pray

for the nation?”

The Beis Aharon answers that Moshe
considered himself the lowest Yid, but he
believed that even the lowest Yid can
daven. Moshe feared that if histefillos
aren’t answered, people will say that
only tzaddikim can pray. They would
substantiate their claim from Moshe, who
prayed and histefillos weren’t answered.
Moshe requested that histefillos be
answered, so people shouldn’t reach that

wrong conclusions.9999

The Zohar teaches that Moshe
Rabbeinu's name isn't mentioned in
parashas äåöú because Moshe said, "If
you don’t forgive the nation, erase my
name from Yoursefer." Hashem forgave
the nation, but nevertheless, his words
took effect, and inparashas Teztaveh,

Moshe's name isn’t mentioned.

The Nesivos Shalom of Slonimzt’l asks:
Why did Moshe deserve this
punishment? He prayed withmesirus

nefesh, risking his name to be erased
from the sefer Torah, in order to attain
Klal Yisrael's atonement for theegel.
Why did he deserve that his name isn’t
stated inparashas Teztaveh?
The answer is Moshe said,àùú íà äúòå
àð éðçî ïéà íàå ,íúàèç, “Now if you will
[listen to my prayers and] forgive their
sin [all is well and good]. Otherwise,
erase my name…” From these words it
is apparent that Moshe wasn’t certain
Hashem will listen to histefillah. That
was Moshe’s sin. He should have been
certain that Hashem will answer his

tefillos. 10101010

InInInIn thethethethe Forefather'sForefather'sForefather'sForefather's MeritsMeritsMeritsMerits

Shulchan Aruch(Yorah Dei'ah 123:1)
states that wine touched by a non-Jew
becomesêñð ïéé. One may not drink it, and
it is even forbidden to derive pleasure
from it (such as to sell it) because we
suspect the gentile may have used the
wine as an offering foravodah zarah.

The Rema writes, “In these times, when
it isn’t common for gentiles to pour
wine for avodah zarah, some say that
when a gentile touches wine it is only
forbidden to drink it, but it doesn’t
become forbidden to derive pleasure
from it.... It is better to bemachmir [to

9. When the locomotive was invented, tzaddikim said that it teaches the value of a
moment. Because if one comes a moment late to the train, he can't climb aboard. When

the telegram was invented, tzaddikim said it teaches the value of each word, because each
word cost more money. The Chofetz Chaim zt'l said that the telephone teaches belief in
tefillah, because we speak here, and our voices are heard far away. We can add that the
cell phones teach us that even when it seems there is no connection at all – like the cell
phones that work without wires – we are still able to pray to Hashem.
10. Rav Shach zt’l asked a very good bachur in his yeshiva, Ponovizh, why he goes to

Slonim. The bachur repeated this vort, stated above, he heard from his Rebbe on
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be stringent and not derive pleasure
from it, either]…”

Gentiles rarely do this kind of worship
anymore. Even when they do, it’s more
like a tradition – íäéãéá íäéúåáà âäðî, a
custom that they inherited from their
ancestors. Nonetheless,Shulchan Aruch
concludes that we shouldn’t earn benefit
from the wine. Essentially, this means
that since their ancestors performedêñð ïéé,
and today’s goyim copy their ways, we

deem the wineêñð ïéé.

A thousand times lehavdil, people
consider their tefillos beingíäéúåáà âäðî
íäéãéá a tradition they received from their
forefathers. Avraham, Yitzchak, and
Yaakov, and the tzaddikim of yore
prayed withkavanah, and in a way, they
are just copying them. Could such
tefillos, with so little devotion, be valid?
We see from the laws ofêñð ïéé that
following the tradition of the forefathers

gives value to our present deeds.

We therefore beginShemonah Esreiwith
the words á÷òé é÷ìàå ÷çöé é÷ìà íäøáà é÷ìà,
and we mention the merits of our
forefathers, of the people who truly knew
how to pray. Our tefillos rouse their
merits, and gives validity to ourtefillos.

The Zera Kodesh writes, when there's a
very long rope stretching from heaven to
earth, and you shake one end of the rope,
the other side of the rope shakes too. We

are the descendants from Avraham,
Yitzchak and Yaakov. A chain of
generations connect us. Therefore, when
we pray, it rouses their merits and our
tefillos are answered. As it states,ìáç á÷òé
åúìçð, and ìáç can be translated “rope.”

The Ramban (Shemos3:15) writes, "In
all generations, when Yidden sayé÷ìà
á÷òéå ÷çöé íäøáà, Hashem will listen to and

answer theirtefillos.”

RepentRepentRepentRepent fromfromfromfrom ThereThereThereThere

This week'sparashahdiscusses thekiyor,
(30:17-21) a water basin where the
cohanim washed their hands and feet
before bringing korbanos on the

mizbeiachor in Ohel Moed.

The kiyor’s location was between the
mizbeiachand Ohel Moed. As it states
(30:18), çáæîä ïéáå ãòåî ìäà ïéá åúåà úúðå,
"Place it between theOhel Moedand the
mizbeiach." If a cohenwas about to place
a korban on the mizbeiach, he would
have to walk past themizbeiach, wash
his hands at thekiyor, and go back to the
mizbeiach. It seems that a more practical
place for thekiyor would be in front of

the mizbeiach. 11111111

To answer this question, we begin by
understanding that thekiyor wasn’t used
solely to wash their hands; it was to
sanctify thecohanim. On the wordsúéùòå
äöçøì ....úùçð øåéë, Onkelus writesàøåéë ãáòúå

parashas Ki Sisa. Rav Shach was very impressed, and said, “Continue going, and tell me
such divrei Torah every week!”
11. Location is from the primary factors of the kiyor. It’s even more important than the kiyor

itself. For example, on Yom Kippur, the cohen gadol didn’t use the kiyor; he
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ùåãé÷ì...àùçðã, "make a copperkiyor… for
sanctifying" (30:18).

The Ramban (30:19) explains,
"According to the path of truth
[Kabbalah] man’s hands and feet are the
highest and lowest parts of man, for
when one lifts his hands, the hands are
the highest part of the body, and the feet
are the lowest. Thus washing the hands
and feet represents purifying theentire
body…because his body is in between.
Hashem's servants [thecohanim] are
commanded to wash their hands and feet.
This washing is for holiness, as Onkelus
states. It is for this same purpose that
Chazal instituted that we wash our hands

for prayer…"

Now that we've seen that thekiyor
represents sanctifying thecohanim, we
can explain why thekiyor is placed after
the mizbeiach, between themizbeiach
and Ohel Moed. This teaches us that
when one desires to improve, he should
go to the most sacred places, as
represented by the location between the
mizbeaichandOhel Moed, and he should
repent from there. One shouldn’t do

teshuvahfrom the distance.

In practical terms, if one committed
grave sins and wants to repent, the first
thing he should do is open a Gemara,
or become active in some other holy

deed, and from this sacred place
improve his ways. He shouldn’t do
teshuvahfrom a place that’s distant from

Torah and mitzvos.

This counsel is important, for often after
people sin they feel they don’t have the
right to learn Gemara, to pray with
kavanah, etc. They keep away from
holiness, because they feel that they
must repent first. But crying and
moaning from the distance won’t
accomplish anything. One must jump
directly into the holiest places first, and
then repent and purify himself from
there. (SeeShem MiShmuelá"òøú for a

similar explanation.)

It is essential to believe in the power of
teshuvah, and to trust that all sins can be
rectified. The Chozeh of Lublinzt'l
taught that the primary sin of theegel
was (33:4)åìáàúéå, "they mourned." They
didn’t believe in the power ofteshuvah,

that everything could be rectified.12121212

TheTheTheThe WorldWorldWorldWorld ofofofof OpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunity

Tzaddikim desired to retain a connection
with this world even after their demise.
For example, Dovid HaMelech prayed,
íéîìåò êìäàá äøåâà, "May I live in Your
tents of Torah forever" (Tehillim 61).
Chazal explain that Dovid HaMelech was
requesting that hischidushei Torahbe
repeated in thebatei midrashimafter his

washed his hands and feet from a golden jug at this spot. Because the main point is that
the cohen wash his hands and feet from a utensil at this spot (see Ramban). Therefore we
ask, what is special about this location?
12. The Avnei Nezer zt'l said, "Even if a person is on a very low level, if he constantly

yearns to improve, כחץ משם  שיעוף שם יהיה ואם לגיהנים , ירד שלא בעדו  ערב ,אני I guarantee
that he won't go to Gehinom. And if he does go there, he will fly out like an arrow."
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demise. Why was that important for him?
Dovid HaMelech is the fourth leg of
Hashem's holy throne. The divine
pleasures he’s enjoying in Olam HaBa
are outstanding. Why was it important
for him that people should study his

chiddushei Torahin this world?

The explanation is, he wanted an
association with this world, to help
others serve Hashem through his
chiddushei Torah, because the service in
this world is greater than anywhere else,

for this is the world of challenges.13131313

The Gemara (Kesubos103.) and Sefer
Chasidim (1127) tell that after Reb
Yehudah HaNasi's demise, he would
come to his home every Friday night,
dressed in his Shabbos clothing, to make
Kiddush for his family. This continued
until a neighbor found out.14141414

Reb Yehudah HaNasi was in Gan Eden,
enjoying the most wonderful rewards!
Why should he want to say Kiddush in
this world? The answer, once again, is
because of the specialness of this world,
the primary place for doing Hashem's

will.

The rishonim ask, why isn’t Olam HaBa
stated in Tanach? When the Torah

discusses reward for Torah and mitzvos,
material gains such as rain, wealth,
health, and the like, are discussed, but it
doesn’t mention the primary reward,
given in Olam HaBa. Many answers are

given to this question.

The Vilna Gaon zt’l answers that this
world is the primary world — even more
important than Olam HaBa. This world
is where avodas Hashemtakes place.
Therefore, only Olam HaZeh is discussed

in Tanach.

The malachimand theneshamosin Gan
Eden serve Hashem with immense awe,
love and passion, but they don’t have
free will to do otherwise. They also don’t
have challenges, and ayetzer harato test
them. They are unable to prove their
loyalty and devotion to Hashem when
they serve Him. Consequently, the
malachim’s avodas Hashem, and the
neshamosin Gan Eden, doesn’t compare
to the service the Jewish nation performs

from this material world.

The Baal Shem Tov zt’l told this mashal:
A father wanted that his son should see
the king, so he told his son to travel a
long journey to merit seeing the king.

The boy traveled through cities and

13. Similarly, it is important for tzaddikim to have children who go in the Torah's ways.
This is because even when they are in heaven they want to maintain their connection

to this world – either through their teachings and students, or through their own offspring.
14. The Gemara says, “Before Rebbe’s demise, he asked that every Friday his place at

the table should be prepared, and his chair set. Why? It’s because he would come
home every Friday. Once, a neighbor came knocking at their door. The maid said, ‘Quiet!
Rebbe is here!’ When Rebbe realized that people know he is coming on Friday he never
came again, so people shouldn’t say lashon hara on other tzaddikim, that they aren’t true
tzaddikim, since they didn’t come home on Friday as Rebbe does.”
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wilderness, but didn’t see any sign of the
king. He was ready to give up, but then
he decided that since he traveled for so
long, the king couldn’t be too much
further away. After traveling quite a
ways further, he came to a location
where there was a lot of commotion, and
there were many soldiers there, holding
their rifles and swords erect. The boy
became very afraid, and returned home.
He told his father how distressed he was,
because he traveled for so long, and
didn’t get to see the king. And at the end
of the trip, he saw that frightening scene,

and it was all for nothing.

The father told him, “If you already
traveled so far, and you were by the
king’s palace, why didn’t you go
inside?”
The nimshal is, people go through
difficult tests in life, but they should
know that the King is hiding there. Don’t
give up now. This is an ideal situation.
If you will serve Hashem now, you will

find the King.

SlowlySlowlySlowlySlowly butbutbutbut SurelySurelySurelySurely

Yosef told his brothers (Bereishis45:9),
éáà ìà åìòå åøäî, “Hurry and go to my
father…” and tell Yaakov that Yosef is
still alive. He told them to hurry,àìù
øúåé øòèöé, “so he won’t have any more

distress” (Siforno).

Nevertheless, Yosef also told them
(45:24), êøãá åæâøú ìà, that they shouldn’t
hurry too much, to go home. The Imrei
Emeszt’l (Likutei Yehudah) explains that
it is a balance. They should hurry, so
their father will know that Yosef is alive
and well, the viceroy of Mitzrayim.

Nevertheless, they shouldn’t rush too
much, because it is impossible to tell
Yaakov the happy tidings about Yosef a
moment before the time destined from
heaven. They wouldn’t gain anything

from overly rushing.

The Torah (Vayikra 11:29) tells us about
the íéöøù äðåîù, (the eight insects/small
animals) that causetumah when dead.
The Koznitzer Magidzt'l said that õøù
can also mean, "that runs." So thepasuk
is teaching us that rushing istumah, for
when one believes that everything is
destined by Hashem, there is no reason

to rush.

Sometimes by not rushing, you succeed
more.

Rebbe Moshe Kobrinerzt'l and his
chassidim were visiting the home of the
daughter of Rebbe Boruch of Mezibuzh
zt’l. When they were ready to leave the
chassidim packed their bags quickly,
because they had to go somewhere fast.

At this time, Rebbe Moshe Kobriner
asked therebbetzin, "Tell us something
you remember from your father Rebbe

Boruch'l."

She said, "My father would always say,
ïòâàé èùéð êéæ øàè ãéà à, "a Yid mustn’t be

in a rush."

Rebbe Moshe Kobriner immediately told
his chassidim that there is a change of
plans; they wouldn’t rush. They would
leave when they are ready and prepared.

When they finally left the home, they
heard that a band of robbers was waiting
for them in ambush, outside the house. If
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they would have rushed, they would have
run straight into their hands. But because
they didn’t rush, the robbers saw they
weren't coming out and decided to leave.
By not rushing, their lives were saved.

The Ponovitz Ravzt’l had a meeting at
8:30 in the morning with a wealthy
person in the train station. The
philanthropist was traveling, and asked
the Ponovitzer Rav to meet him at the
train station, so he could give a donation
before boarding the train. The
Ponovizher Rav woke up late that
morning, and realized that he has to
choose between the meeting and
davening with a minyan. He chose
davening with a minyan, and he came an
hour late for the meeting. The Ponovizh
Rav wasn’t surprised when he came to
the train station and the wealthy person
wasn't there. His train was scheduled to
leave long before. Suddenly, he saw the
wealthy person approaching. He asked
forgiveness for coming so late (he
thought the Ponovizh Rav was waiting
for him all this time). He gave the

Ponovizh Rav a very large donation.

The Ponovizh Rav showed the check he
received to thebachurim in his yeshiva,
and said, “Had I davened quickly,

without a minyan, and come to the train
station in time for the meeting, I
wouldn’t have waited an entire hour for
this baal tzedakahto arrive. I would
have thought that I missed him for some
reason and leave. But since I didn’t
rush, and I davened with a minyan, I

only gained.”15151515

The Gemara (Taanis10:) states, “Taking
a large step causes one to lose 1/500th of
his eyesight. We can explain that rushing
and taking large steps shows that he has
lost his vision and perception that
everything happens by Hashem’s decree,
and that it is impossible to attain
anything a moment before it is destined.

The Gemara says he gets his vision back
at Kiddush. At Kiddush he remembers
Hashem created the world and everything
is run by His word. With this memory in

mind, he gets his perception back.

The Baal Shem Tov said,äøäî íúãáàå,
one should abolish the rushing. There
are times when one should rush (for
example, to get to a Torahshiur or to
tefillah on time) but even then, with
limitations, knowing that you can’t
attain anything before the time destined

from above.

15. At a fundraiser, the Ponovitzer Rav spoke how the students of the yeshiva are
studying Torah with great hasmadah, and with immense devotion, etc. Someone asked

him, "Why do you speak about the Torah they learn? Why not speak about their hunger,
how there isn't enough food for them, since this is what you are fundraising for."
The Ponovitzer Rav answered, "How long do the students eat already? A half hour a day?
But they learn Torah twenty-four hours a day."
"Yes," the man replied, "But their hunger is also twenty-four hours a day."
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 כי תשא 
 :says פסוק The .שבת about the importance of keeping כלל ישראל to warn משה רבינו tells ה'

 ושמרתם את השבת כי קודש היא לכם מחלליה מות יומת כי כל העושה בה מלאכה ונכרתה הנפש ההיא מקרב עמה.

Loosely translated, this means that if one is מחלל שבת he is חייב מיתה and he who does מלאכה on שבת 

is חייב כרת. Obviously this needs explanation. Is one חייב מיתה (which means בידי אדם) or חייב כרת 
(which means בידי שמים)? רש"י explains:  בלא התראה –אם יש עדים והתראה. ונכרתה  –מות תמות . This 
means that if one is מחלל שבת after being warned and עדים saw him be מחלל שבת, he is killed with 
  .מיתה בידי שמים – כרת However, if no one warned him, he is killed through .מיתת בית דין

The problem is the word 'כי' in the middle of the פסוק. It implies that the first half of the פסוק just 
explains the second half. Accordingly, the פסוק reads: One who is מחלל שבת is חייב מיתה from בית דין 

because one who does a מלאכה on שבת is חייב כרת. This demands clarification. 

The משך חכמה sheds light by asking an astonishing question. We all know that the הלכה is that  פיקוח
 That being .שבת that one’s life is in danger, we overlook ספק When there is even a .דוחה שבת is נפש
true, how can it possibly be that one is killed for being מחלל שבת? If we consider every Yid’s life to be 

of greater importance than שבת, why would we kill someone for doing a מלאכה?  

To this he answers, it’s true that every Yid is far greater than שבת. Without Yidden, who would be 
 that ה' Who would testify that it was ?שבת rested on ה' that עדות Who would say ?שבת the מקדש
created the world? This is what every Yid does on Friday night. He stands and testifies: ו השמים ויכול

ארץ וכל אשר בםהו  However, a Yid is .שבת He rested on – וישבות ביום השביעי .made everything ה' - 

greater than שבת when he keeps it. One who is עובר במזיד – destroys the ביני ובין בני ישראל – ברית. He 

cuts himself off from שמים. He no longer is considered greater than שבת. He has completely lost all of 

his worth. What is a Yid without being bound to 'ה with the ברית of שבת?  

Now we can understand the מחלליה מות יומת" :פסוק"  – one who is עובר a מלאכה on שבת with עדים and 
 isn’t – עובר is put to death. And if you’ll wonder – how can it be that we kill someone for being ,התראה
"כי כל העושה בה מלאכה :answers פסוק The ?שבת isn’t a Yid more important than – פיקוח נפש דוחה שבת
 just became more important than this person’s שבת the reason why – ונכרתה הנפש ההיא מקרב עמיה"
life and he is sentenced to death is because one who is מחלל שבת has cut himself off from שמים – he 

has committed spiritual suicide. He severed the line – his own life line.  

It happens at times that we err on שבת. One might wake up on שבת morning and shut the alarm clock. 
The question is how much does it bother him? Does he say “whoops, I hope the neighbors didn’t 
notice”, or does he start crying over his blunder. Do we shrug it off and say “Hey, I’m only human.” 
Or are we busy thinking what went wrong and how can I prevent it from reoccurring?  

The חפץ חיים once received a letter, informing him about a new organization which opened in a nearby 
city, called משמרת השבת – which was to oversee fixing issues and bring more awareness about שבת. 

When the ח"ח read the letter, he burst into tears. After being pried by his תלמידים for an explanation, 
he gave a משל. If you see someone walk out of a building and look up to שמים and thank 'ה that he 
doesn’t have any fatal illness and that he has all of his limbs etc., you know he just walked out of a 
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hospital. Said the ח"ח, “When we hear that an organization formed concerning שמירת שבת, it tells me 
that the city is filled with people who are lacking in שמירת שבת. That means that the city is a huge 
hospital of מחללי שבת and the staff are the few healthy ones. Isn’t that reason to cry?”  

 It’s really severe. Obviously, this reminds us to brush up on our .ונכרתה הנפש ההיא .מחלליה מות יומת
 הלכות in סדר Everyone needs a .עובר there is no chance of not being ,חזרה Without constant .הלכות שבת
 At least when we .אות היא ביני וביניכם the – ברית But there’s more. It is the time to remember the .שבת
say or hear the words in ובין בני ישראלביני  – קידוש  we need to focus on its meaning. It is שבת that 
separates us from the rest of humanity. גוי ששבת חייב מיתה. The more we appreciate the intimate 
relationship that we have with 'ה, the better chance we have to remain alert (and not hit the snooze 
button!) and not be מחלל any of the קדושת שבת. On the contrary, it’ll become  קודששבת .   

  הלכה למעשה 
 

Leftover Bread 
 לד, כו() לא תבשל גדי בחלב אמו

Upon cleaning up after a meal there is often bread or חלה left on the table. Sometimes there are pieces 
left neatly in the middle of the table in some sort of receptacle (plate, basket, bag, etc.) and sometimes 
there are just pieces scattered around the table. May one assume that the bread/חלה remained parve, 
or must we fear that it was touched, and now has either fleishig or milchig residue on it? 
The שולחן ערוך paskens that all bread which was on the table during a milchig meal must be considered 

milchig and removed before beginning a fleishig meal and vice versa.1 The bread must be carefully 
marked so that it will not be eaten mistakenly with fleishigs/milchigs. For example, one may not use 
leftover חלה from his בתש  afternoon fleishig meal to make grilled cheese on מוצאי שבת. Even if one is 
quite sure that he hadn't touched any bread other than that which he ate, the הלכה remains the same. 
Yet, פוסקים limit this הלכה to bread which was cut into slices with intentions to use with this meal, as 

opposed to when one has a bag of pre-sliced bread and it is kept in the middle of the table. ( שו"ת אג"מ

 In such a case we may assume that one subconsciously knows that the (יו"ד ח"ב ס' ל"ח ובדי השולחן ס' פ"ט
remaining bread may be used at a later time and therefore one keeps it parve. Similarly, if one cut a 

few slices of חלה and placed the slices together with the remaining loaf of חלה in the center of the 
table we can assume that the loaf of חלה remained parve. Whereas, regarding the cut slices we must 
be concerned that they may have been handled freely and consequently are no longer parve even 

where one seems to remember that he hadn't touched it.2 This said, it is commendable practice to 
consider all unwrapped bread to no longer be parve. (אג"מ שם) This is particularly true where there are 

children eating at the table. We cannot assume that they were careful with their hands. 
Interestingly, חז"ל limited this הלכה to bread. Food items such as mayonnaise, techina, margarine, etc. 
retain their parve status unless one knows certainly that fleishig or milchig was mixed inside. In such 
a case a שאלה may be asked to determine if ביטול is applicable.3 

 בדיעבד
If one mistakenly took a piece of bread which was at a fleishig meal and made grilled cheese, the 
bread should not be eaten. The oven or sandwich maker does not need to be kashered.4 

Visit our website: beistefillahramateshkol.org 

                                                           

סק"ד שות הדחה אבל הפמ"ג שפ"ד יו"ד ס' צ"א. ובציור שבשר נגע בלחם ורוצה לאכלו עם גבינה כתב הש"ך סק"ד שאפשר לע 1
במקום הקשה( אפשר להדיח ואם כתב על הש"ך שצריך עיון אם באמת מהני הדחה. ובפתחי תשובה סק"ד כתב שאם נגע בחוץ )

 נגע בצד פנים )בצד הרך( אי אפשר להדיח.
 דמילתא דלא רמיא עליה לאו אדעתיה  2
י' ז' וז"ל ומצוה מן המובחר היכא סל הבשר כך שמעתי מכמה פוסקים. אבל ע' באג"מ שם שהביא לשון הגהות אשרי בחולין פ' כ 3

ואח"כ יביא בשר ויאכל ע"כ. מבואר  שאכל גבינה ורוצה לאכול בשר צריך להעביר הלחם וכל המאכל שעלו עם הגבינה על השולחן
כשהוא מדבר על הלחם שבתוך  ,מזה שלא רק הלחם נכלל בתקנת זו אלא גם שאר דברים מעל השולחן. ולכאורה כיון שבאג"מ

ם בשאר דברים ולא רק בלחם. וע' גשולחן הביא דברים אלו וכתב שיש מעלה להחמיר כהגהות אשרי א"כ לכאורה כדאי להחמיר ה
 האוכל מתלכלך. יודעים בברירות שאבל למעשה, לא ראיתי שנוהגין כן, ולכן כתבתי בפנים להתיר אם לא שבבדי השולחן שם. 

לחן עם גבינה )וכן להיפך( וממילא כך שמעתי מהגר"י ברקוביץ שליט"א שעל הלחם גזרו חז"ל שאסור לאכול לחם שהיה על השו 4
 ן לאסור.משא"כ התנור אי .בגלל שיש בו בשר בחלב אלא שזהו חלק מהגזירה לא –צריך לאסור הלחם 
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