
 wufu ogv ,t vgrp jkac hvhu(zh-dh)ohna hshc kfv - 
    dvku, zt 'uhsh hagnc jhkmnu 'thnas t,ghhxk vfuz ostvaf okugv lrsn vb

'uzu uz vkugp ,uagk khfava vz tuva cauju 'uc ohhuk,v ,ubua ,uchxc uh,ujkmv
vwwceva ihntna ;tu 'unmgc vku, kfv ',urhp chbnv exgv rundk .hknva vz tuvu
vjkmvv ,t xjhhn ouen kfn 'uhexgc khj ,uagk ,kufhvu vnfjv uc i,ba tuv
rhfn ztu 'ohnav in tuv kfv hf rfzb zt 'veumnc tmnb oukau xjaf lt 'unmgk

/ckv enugn utruc kt kkp,nu 'unmgc huk, vguahv ihta
wvgrpw jkac hvhu ch,f ohrmn ,thmh rjt shn vbvs 'i,arpc znrb ihbgv vzu     
'uck ,t shcfv vgrpa 'vru,c oharupn ohrcsv hrva 'rcsv tkp tukvu 'ogv ,t
ztu ',urufc ,fn rjt sg gbfb tk vz kf og 'uh,ufn ,t ,wwhav uc thkpva ;tu
smn vz iht hf ajunc utru 'ubumrn tka othmuvk jrfuv 'uhhj krudk aaja hbpn
lt 'vgrpk vthmhv ohxjhhn ohrmn ,thmh rjt ,tz kf otu ',wwhav sh ot hf 'vgrp
vzk u,ut vjbva vjdavv shc ohbbuc,n obht vjkmv ohkjubaf 'ost hbc hfrsn uvz

 /ihgk ohtrbv ohhbumhj ,uchxc ohrcsv vku, ,hbumhj vpeavc tkt 'vjkmvv
    tka utrh cuaa ;ux oh ,ghre ka hauev ,t rucgk ktrah hbc ufrmuv vzku

unfu' ,tz v,hv wv ,tn er hf urhfhu 'vgrp ka ubumrc vhuk, vthmhv v,hv
v,utc ktrah uhvu /ohrmnc ,utkpv kf kgp lf 'gcyv ,ufrgn v,g sshaa
ot hf ,uueku kmbhvku yknhvk j,p oua ovk vhv tku 'vkusd veumnc vga
'gkxv hudjc h,buh (sh 'c ohrhav rha) cu,fv kg arsnc t,htsf 'wv ,guahk
v,mru 'vpruyk vmhpjv hj kgcc vbhjcva vbuhk vga v,utc ohnus uhv ktraha

wv ,t ogv utrhhu ohrmnc wv vag rat vkusdv shv ,t ktrah trhu
 uscg vancu wvc ubhnthu(tk sh)wuscg vancuw cu,fv ihhbgc - 

     k c,wwwweeeevvvv    jjjj""""vvvvuuuuttttvvvvabugv ,trh kct ',unnurv ,trh 'aurhp 'wv ,t ogv utrhhu" '
trhuw urnutn 'rcsn cu,fv ,unnurv ,trhcu///ohrmnc osue ovk v,hv o,xv in

 ;hxuvu '"wudu utrhhu vkusdv shv ,t ktrahoooo""""hhhhcccckkkknnnnvvvvohv grea wv sh utr v,g sg" '
,t tnxku ohhrmnv ,t ghcyvk wv vaga ohxhbv utr v,gu 'okhmvk ovhbpk
wvn utrh v,g sg 'wv ,t ogv utrhhu 'ohv ouenk ohxbfba kkf ugsh tka ovhbhg
,trh utrh v,gu 'wvn utrhhuw o"n og rauen wtrhw kgp tc vzca abugvu kundv ,trh
vbunt 'uscg vancu wvc ubhnthu 'w,t utrhhuw ',t ,khn og rauen vza ,unnurv
ihhmn wc uhrjta vbuntu 'vga hpk uk rnuta vn kt ihntna ihhmn s"nk uhrjta
ubhnth lc oduw rntba unfu 'okugk vbuntv tuva 'ujfcu unmg omgvc ihntna

c c,f ifu) 'wokugkwwwwvvvvkkkkcccceeeevvvvuuuu    cccc,,,,ffffvvvvwwwwurhfv tka ohbunvv ogv ihc tmnb v,g sgu '(
'wvc tku vanc ubhntvu 'u,nfju van hsh kg uagb ohrcsv hrehga ucaju wv ,kusd
van ;hxun ohcr ohrcsa ucaja 'vanc tku wvc ihntva hn ovhbhc tmnb odu
ohbunvv ogv od 'v,gu 'wohrmnn ubthmuvk ubk ,hag ,tz vnw urnta unfu 'u,gsn

kfa 'laub ajb oa vtmn vbuctsku 'oheung ohgkx lu,c vnmg ,t thcjvk
ihc ohbu,b uhv ktrah lfu 'v,gr haecn ,uarc vhv, ,uagk vmr, era vn
vc ufzafu 'o,guahk j,p utr tk vjdavv sh tkuku 'ohv hkucdk ohrmn

/usgkcn rcs ,uagk jf ouac ihtu ohna hshc kfv hf urhfv 
hbc kt rcs hkt egm, vn" 'vank urntc vwwcev ,buuf ihcb runtv hp kgu    
tk v"cev k"t 'kkp,nu snug van vhva ubsnk :h"arpu (uy 'sh) "ugxhu ktrah

 uk vhv vn vrutfku /vrmc ihbu,b ktraha vkhp,c lhrtvk v,g ,gvank
vn g"kh ifu ?ktrah ,guah kg eugzk tk ot ',tzf vgac ,uagkvan ohseva 

shn, vut,n vwwcev hrvu 'iuahrj, o,tu ofk ojkh wv (sh 'sh) 'ktrahk rntu
 ?oapb kg ibj,vkn o,ut gbn vana itf vb,ab vnu 'uhkt ukkp,h ktraha

vagn h"g ktrah ckc vbuntv ahravk vwwcev vmru rjtn hf 'rnuk ah ift    
,ugyk ohkufh uhv 'uhbpk ohkkp,n uhv ukht hf 'uhbpk ukkp,ha wpt vmr tk 'vz
vjkmvk ov ohfuz vfrsa vn juf ovc ah ihhsgu 'onmg jfn vn smn ,hagba
,tz kf og ',g kfc ,kgun vkhp,va ;t hf o,utrvk vwwcev vmru 'ovhagnc
'vkhp,n ogbn if kgu 'lrc,h ubumrc huk, kfv rehg lt 'hkudx juf rsdc thv
tuv ovh,ujkmv rta od hf ubhch vz hsh kgu 'usgkcn rjt juf iht hf utrha hsf
/ovnhg chyvk ,uchxv rta jufc iht uguhxu oav iumr hsgkcnu 'thnas t,ghxc
'o,buntc uhv ohhueka vghs rus uhva rcsnv rus kg rnuk ubh,buufc ihtu    
',hjmb thv vru,va tuv gushf tkt 'oukau xj ohhbumhj ,ubuhzj rjt ufanbu
,utrenv uktc znrb vz ihbga rnuk lhhau 't,hhrutc tzhnr tks hshn tfhku
ihta 'vezjv vbuntv ubhckc rhsjvk kfuba ,wwhav ruzgh /ohtcv ,urusv lrumk

 /ohna hshc huk, kfvu 'haubt jufc huk, rcs oua
/"u,hc intb uscg tuv vanau wvc ubhntvu ,unnurv ,trh utrh okuf

cu    wwwwoooohhhhrrrruuuuyyyyvvvv    kkkkggggccccwwwwoheuktc ogv rcshuw 'wuscg vancuw 'vruxnc wc vancu" 'c,f 
ohnfj hrcsc ihntnvu 'vbhfav kg ekujf ucr kg ekujva 'lk rnuk 'wvancu

c t,ht ifu '"vbhfav hrcsc ihntnfwwwwtttt,,,,kkkkhhhhffffnnnnwwwwot 'uscg vancu wvc ubhnthu" '
cu /"wufu wvc rnuju ke 'ubhntv vancwwwwhhhhbbbbuuuuggggnnnnaaaa    yyyyuuuueeeekkkkhhhhwwwwot" ';hxuv cu,fv kg 

hn kfa lsnkk vz tc 'wvancuw rnuk sunk, vnu 'wvc rnuju ke ubhntv vanc
/"okugv vhvu rnta hn rntnc ihntn ukhtf intb vgurc ihntna

c c,fu    wwww,,,,uuuupppphhhh    oooohhhhbbbbppppwwwwrnuk sunk, vnuw rnhnk vhk vuvs 'vz kg uvn, ohcru" '
hrcs kg (/tn) wasen ahtvw erp ahrc wxu,v uc,fa vn hp kg arpk ahu 'wvc
ihtuw 'wthgchn uc 'asen ujukac t,av 'ujukacu uc asen ahtvw oa trndv
h,ac tkt hfv hhubak lhha tks 'uz ;t uz tk k"ru teus utk tfvs .r,k lhha
;t uz tkw huv tfvs .r,k ihts 'tfv vaens ubhhvu 'wtk ,uch, h,ac kct ',ucc
'(w,uch, aukawc) wvanc odu wvcw cu,fk vhk huv if ots 'wvanc ;tu wvcw 'wuz
gnans iuhf wuz ;t uz tkw huvs rnuk lhha tk wvancu wvcw ',uch, h,ac kct
tku) w,uch, h,acw 'wvancuw rnuk sunk, vnuw tfv vaens ubhhvu 'ohua ova
ihntnv kfw hrva 'ohua ova 'if tuv ,ntcs 'hbanu '(,uch, aukac 'wvanc oduw

c rthc ifu) '"wvc ihntn ukhtf 'vanckkkk""""mmmmzzzz    kkkkaaaaggggvvvv    wwwwrrrr    hhhhccccrrrrkkkk]]]]    wwwwvvvvrrrruuuu,,,,vvvv    ,,,,ffffuuuubbbbjjjjwwww/([

Rabbeinu Bechaya zt”l (Hakdama to Beshalach) writes:

     “The Yam Suf (Red Sea) did not split all at once; rather little by little. As the Jewish people continued to walk

through the dry bed, the sea continued to split in front of them. This was just like the miracle of the Mann, which also

didn’t come down for a month or two at a time, but rather each and every day another portion fell. In this way, Hashem

accustomed their nature to trust in Him. Through trusting in Hashem it made the Nation fitting to receive the Torah.”
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Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim Yosef Dovid Azulai zt”l (Toras HaChida) would say:

     “The Gemara (:sf ,hbg,) teaches that one should not benefit from an item that is the product of a

miracle. The word winw is an acronym for wnvagb wohxh  - the product of a miracle. wtuv vn ugsh tk hfw - they

did not know what it was, i.e., Bnei Yisroel did not know if they were permitted to benefit from it.

Moshe told them, wofk wv i,b rat ojkv tuvw - this is the bread Hashem has given you. It is a reward for

the bread that Avraham Avinu fed to his guests. One can benefit from a miracle if it is a matter of life or

death. This is why the Torah emphasizes (d-j ohrcs), ‘He afflicted you and let you hunger, then He fed

you the Mann that you did not know.’ Because you were starving, you were permitted to eat the Mann.”

A Wise Man would say: “Just remember: A negative mind will never give you a positive life.”                                 

/up ihcurhg (4) :the ,ucu,f (3) wc [thnpxn] (2) :dk ihaushe (1)
:tk (7) :sp tghmn tcc (6) oa (5)

TO SUBSCRIBE TO SUBSCRIBE TO SUBSCRIBE TO SUBSCRIBE 

AND RECEIVE AND RECEIVE AND RECEIVE AND RECEIVE THIS THIS THIS THIS 

TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.

WWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORGWWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORGWWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORGWWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORG

OR SEND AN EMAIL TOOR SEND AN EMAIL TOOR SEND AN EMAIL TOOR SEND AN EMAIL TO

TORAHTAVLIN@TORAHTAVLIN@TORAHTAVLIN@TORAHTAVLIN@

YAHOO.COMYAHOO.COMYAHOO.COMYAHOO.COM

ohbhgv ,t vrhtna ?vthr vna treb vnk ibjuh r"t: Chulin 49a

The Tur (dpe, j"ut) writes that lungs (vthr) are eaten on Rosh
Hashana as a siman; just as lungs are soft, we too, should have a soft,
easy year. The Darchei Moshe quotes the Kolbo that the reason is
because lungs "ohbhgv vrhtn" - illuminate the eyes. How is that a
siman? The Gemara (/jh z"g) tells us that Rav Meir once told a guard
that if he ever gets in trouble, he should say “hbbg rhtns tekt" and he
will be saved. The simple translation is, “The G-d of (Rav) Meir answer
me.” The Maharsha learns that it means the G-d that “illuminates”
(rhtn) the world should answer me. It seems that the Kolbo learns that
the word "vrhtn" should also remind us that Hashem, Who
“illuminates” the world, should have mercy on us in the New Year. For
this reason many people give Tzedaka to Rav Meir Baal HaNes when
someone is sick. Why? Because Chazal tell us: "v,hnk ohxxud cur".
Since we know that throughout Shas, Rav Meir is tyughnk ahhj, we

give Tzedakah on his behalf, so that the majority shouldn’t rule.

,nab hukhgk
ovrct wr

ktuna ;xuh
wr ic rykt
k"z whcuy

tahr u,hgru
wr ,c kjr

ovrct
v"g vnka
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         A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (111)
Kavod HaTorah: Standing Up for a Baal Maasim. Last
week we began to discuss the halacha of standing up for a Baal

Maasim, a person who is outstanding in good deeds. The Ran (1)

says that this is a real Torah obligation (t,hhrutsn) learned from
standing up for a Talmid Chacham. Since the purpose of Torah

is to bring to good deeds (vagn hshk thcn sunhk), certainly we
must stand up for one who does outstanding Maasim Tovim.
Defining a Baal Maasim. The Teshuvas HaGaonim (2)

defines a Baal Maasim, and since there are many basic points in
the Teshuva, we will summarize them point by point.

First Definition. One who gives charity with an ayin tov

(good eye), takes care of public, congregational needs, and
has good middos - interpersonal relationships. 
Second Definition. One who takes in guests with hospitality,
benefits Talmidei Chachamim from his belongings and marries
off his daughter(s) to Talmid(ei) Chacham(im). Since such a
person is considered clinging to the Shechina (3), we stand up
for him. The wording of the Teshuva might indicate that with
each one of these good deeds he is called a Baal Maasim. 
Third (possible) Definition. Any rich person who uses his
wealth to do chessed deserves to be honored, as we find (4)

that Rabbi Akiva and Rebbi used to honor rich people. These
people deserve the honor because their chessed keeps up the
world. It is not clear from the wording of the Teshuva

whether he means that we actually must stand up for them, or
just in general find other ways of honoring them.  

Additional Words of Teshuvas Gaonim. The Gaonim (5) further
elaborates on the importance of a Baal Maasim. The following is
a brief translation: The earlier Sages, even though they were

1)

2)

3)

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

outstanding in Torah wisdom, would only praise themselves
with the good deeds and Middos Tovos that they acquired. He
brings from the Gemara (6) where Rabbeinu Hakadosh praised
himself in a specific situation where he had been compared to
another Tanna, and said, “Even though he is greater than me in
Torah, in good deeds, I am greater than him.” The Gemara in
Shabbos (7) says that it is more important to stand up for an
outstanding Yarei Shamayim than for a Talmid Chacham.

Implications of the Above. There is a big debate in the Gemara

and Rishonim, whether “Talmud” (learning) is bigger or
“Maaseh” (action) is bigger. The above words of the Ran and
the Gaonim are important sources in this discussion, see Sefer
B’Toraso Yehege, by Rabbi Dovid Falk shlit’a, vol 1 pg 371.

















     The Mishna Berura  (zh-tb) tells us that one who recites the Shiras Hayam with simcha, all of his sins are forgiven! All you
have to do is feel joy as you say “Az Yashir” and you will have no more sins! What is the connection between saying the Shira
with happiness and forgiveness? The Noam Elimelech zt”l (Likutei Shoshana) says that in the Shira we say, “Bnei Yisroel
went on dry land in the sea.” He explains this to mean that the Jewish people reached a level that even their "vach", their earthly
existence, was "ohc" in the sea, which signifies a supernatural phenomenon. The splitting of the sea was such an open revelation
of Hashem, that the feeling of closeness and attachment to Him, infused their earthly, physical existence with ruchniyus. 
     This is truly the purpose of our lives in this world. It is true that we are living as mortal human beings and we have many
physical needs that must be met, such as food, clothing. etc. But the focus of our lives should never be the physical. These are
just things we have to do to survive on this "vach", this physical land. Our goal should always be how we can get closer to
Hashem. We need to constantly focus on the "oh" - the great miracles that Hashem does for us every day of our lives! To live,
"ohv lu,c vachc" means to live in this world but never lose sight of what is truly important. When a person lives with Hashem,
then he can overcome the  difficulties and  challenges with joy and equanimity. He truly believes that Hashem loves him and is
doing what is good for him. He accepts with joy a “potch” he gets from Hashem because he lives  with emunah in Hashem’s
kindness. Thus, one who says “Az Yashir” with simcha, his sins are forgiven. Midda k’neged midda, he only finds goodness in
Hashem’s behavior to him, even when it seems bad, so Hashem sees only good in his behavior, even if he is sinful. Hashem
forgives one’s sins, because he accepts everything with joy. Let us sing shira with joy and truly live a life of "ohv lu,c vachc"!
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    Chazal tell us that there are three things which are as “difficult” as Krias Yam Suf, splitting the sea: 1. Finding the right
zivug/shidduch (c vyux). 2. Earning a good parnassa (jhe ohjxp). 3. Having a refuah shelaima (cf ihrsvbx). What is the
common denominator between these three things that make them all so difficult? The Medrash tells us that when Bnei Yisroel
arrived at the Yam they were stuck. The sea refused to split. They davened to Hashem and ultimately Nachshon ben Aminadav
jumped into the water and it split. There are many more people than we think that don’t have the parnassa they need.
However, if they have faith in Hashem like Nachshon who took action and jumped into the water, and they cry out, vgna wv"
"hkuec - Hashem please help me find parnassa, then suddenly they could be answered with a surprise phone call offering that
great job they hoped for. Similarly, if one longing for a shidduch cries out to Hashem, "hrzg tuch ihtn" with all his heart, he
could wake up the next morning and receive a call about a wonderful shidduch.  And often when a person is very sick and the
doctor says there is nothing left to do, the sick person calls out to Hashem,  "h,khp, gna" - listen to my prayer, "hbbg" - answer
me, and in the blink of an eye, the symptoms start disappearing, his health begins to return, and he truly has a refuah shleima.
     These three things are exactly what happened at the Yam Suf when the Jewish people were just about ready to give up. But
they didn’t. Instead, they were mispallel to Hashem and the sea split unexpectedly. The three aforementioned items - Parnassa,
Shidduchim and Health - could come at any time, in a split second if one davens and believes "wv ogn hrzg". May we all be
zoche to an easy and plentiful parnassa, to beautiful shidduchim, and to refuos and yeshuos for everyone. And may our tefillos
be answered by Hashem for nachas from all of our children, with gezunt and hatzlacha, ad meah v’esrim shana, Amen.            

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 ohv lu,c vachc ufkv ktrah hbcu /// van rhah zt(yh-uy)

 of,t vzn h,nmg ,t o,hkgvu of,t ohekt seph sep rntk ktrah hbc ,t ghcav gcav hf ung ;xuh ,unmg ,t van jehu(yh-dh)
    No good act goes for naught. Yosef HaTzaddik foresaw that the Nation’s preoccupation with collecting the valuables of
Egypt was a reason they might leave his bones behind. This, writes the Ohr HaChayim, is why he made them swear years
earlier, that they would not forget his bones at the time of the Redemption. Moshe kept this oath and instead of searching for
wealth, he went in search of Yosef’s remains and eventually “took Yosef’s bones with him.” As a reward for this worthy act,
Hashem made Moshe rich by allowing him to keep the splinters of the precious stones from which he carved the second Luchos.
     The following story happened not long ago. A middle-aged couple was driving down the road in New Jersey. It was a
few days before Rosh Hashanah and they were passing a well-known cemetery where the woman’s parents were buried.
The man said to his wife, “Why don’t we stop and we can visit your parents’ grave now. This way, it will save us the trip
to come back on erev Rosh Hashanah.” She agreed. They stopped and were in the middle of saying Tehillim when they
noticed a group of odd-looking men standing off to the distance - two elderly fellows and seven younger men.
    “Perhaps they need a minyan to complete the kevurah,” said the man to his wife and he walked over to see if the men
needed help. The men did not appear to be religious in any way. He asked them if they were waiting for a minyan for the
burial? In response, the men looked at him and said, “We don’t know how to do a Jewish burial. Our father was Jewish
and lived on the West Coast. He requested a Jewish burial but we don’t really have a clue. Are you by any chance a rabbi?”
     Well, it just so happened that he was. He explained to the nine men that the normal procedure at a Jewish funeral was
for the mourners to say a eulogy, followed by the recital of Kaddish. Then, the family members and mourners would lower
the coffin into the grave by rope and one by one each man would take some of the dirt piled on the side and shovel it into
the grave. The men responded, “Oh no, we’re going to let the man with the tractor put all the dirt back in.”
     But the rabbi explained that it was incumbent upon the mourners to show proper respect for the deceased and filling up
the grave manually is part of the ceremony. He even offered to start and after they all lowered the deceased into the
ground, the rabbi picked up a shovel and started shoveling dirt into the grave. It was arduous work but he did it for about a
minute or two and then he turned around to hand the shovel to one of the other men. It was then that he realized they had
all left. There was nobody at the gravesite. They saw that he was shoveling and they figured he’ll do the job for them.
      With no choice the rabbi continued shoveling - no easy feat for a man in his fifties - until he had placed all the dirt on
the side of the plot into the grave, covering over the body of the deceased man.
     That Shabbos, the rabbi came to shul and noticed an elderly gentleman whom he recognized from his youth. He walked
over to say hello and was pleasantly surprised when the elderly man said to him, “I recognize you from when you were a
young boy growing up in Seattle.” They exchanged warm greetings and caught up on some of their hometown news. 
     In the course of the conversation, the rabbi told the elderly man about the unusual experience he had a few days earlier
when he was forced to complete the burial for a man that he did not know.
     “Well, did you at least get his name?” asked the older man curiously. When the rabbi told him the name that he had
seen written on the little placard that the cemetery caretaker handed him, the older man gasped in disbelief.
    “Do you know who that man was? Did you know that he, too, was from Seattle?” The rabbi said he hadn’t known, and
the older man shook his head in wonder. “Let me tell you. When you were growing up in Seattle, we would send our high
school boys out of town to yeshivos around the country because we didn’t have enough boys to sustain a yeshivah back
home. Not every parent could afford tuition, airfare, room-and-board, so we made an appeal in the shul once a year. It was
the custom that various wealthy men in the community would sponsor a boy. Even if they didn’t know the boy.”                    
     The elderly Seattle man took the rabbi’s hand and said, “The man you single-handedly buried was your sponsor.”            

ohrmnc wv vag rat vksdv shv ,t ktrah trhu  

uscg vancu wvc ubhnthu wv ,t ogv utrhhu (tk-sh)

 /// ouhv ofk vagh rat wv ,guah ,t utru ucmh,v(dh-sh)
llllyyyynnnn: A few days after Sukkos 5762 (2001), a chasid came to
the Rachmastrivka Rebbe, R’ Chai Yitzchok Isaac
Twersky shlit’a (Boro Park) and poured out his tale of woe.
He was having trouble in so many areas of his life that he
didn’t know what to do or where to turn. “How will I
manage?” asked the chasid. “When will my troubles end?”
     The Rebbe looked at him and said, “My dear chasid, just a
few short weeks ago, an unparalleled tragedy took place
when the famous Twin Towers of the World Trade Center
came crashing down in Manhattan, killing thousands of
people in a matter of seconds. Did you ever dream that
something like this could have happened? How about one of
the great Chassidic courts here in New York that in a very
short period of time split into two factions due to machlokes.
Did you ever dream that this great Chassidus would break
apart so quickly?” The chasid shook his head.
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     The Rebbe concluded, “What do you see from this? That
the Aibishter can change things that seem permanent in a split
second! That although something might seem like it will
remain forever, Hashem can change all that instantly. 
     “If so, take heart for wihg ;rvf wv ,guahw - the Aibishter can
change your seemingly hopeless situation at the blink of an
eye! In a split second you will see your salvation!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The deeds of our forefathers serve as lessons for us
today. Just as Hashem snatched Klal Yisroel out of the jaws
of the Egyptian beast, redeeming them from slavery and
bondage, and rescuing them from imminent death at the
churning sea, our Father in Heaven is watching over us and
can send us the salvation we need in a split second. All
Hashem wants is that we turn to him in prayer, in Torah
study, in good deeds and kindness towards one another - and
then He is ready to show us His great might. If a tragedy can
occur in the blink of an eye, how much greater can a victory
or celebration take place when we need it the most!

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OFFROM THE WELLSPRINGS OFFROM THE WELLSPRINGS OFFROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   

R’ GUTTMAN R’ GUTTMAN R’ GUTTMAN R’ GUTTMAN -  RAMAT SHLOMO RAMAT SHLOMO RAMAT SHLOMO RAMAT SHLOMO 

 /// rntk tuvv ouhc ogbhct ic ercu vrucs ra,u(t-v ohypua)
   The Haftorah details how Devorah, and her husband Barak
ben Avinoam, sang a “Shirah,” a song of praise to Hashem
celebrating  the stunning victory over the powerful Canaanite
General, Sisra. At the Yam Suf, Klal Yisroel sang an uplifting
song of praises to Hashem upon their freedom from Egypt.
   They were both songs; however, by the Shiras Hayam, the
Torah employs the words vrhav ,t ktrah hbcu van rhah zt"
"wvk ,tzv, whereas by Devorah’s song, the Name of Hashem
is missing. What is the difference between the two songs?

R’ Meir Simcha of Dvinsk zt”l (Meshech Chochma)
explains that singing praise to Hashem is no simple matter

and must be done properly. One needs to clear his mind and
devote his attention to appropriately sing Hashem’s praises.
After Krias Yam Suf, when the Jewish Nation enjoyed a
tremendous salvation from Hashem, they were able to fully
focus upon the good that Hashem did for them and praise
Him. However, in the aftermath of the battle against Sisra,
Barak chose to berate those who did not join Bnei Yisroel. He
“spoiled the moment” by lashing out in anger, saying, “curse
you bitterly, because you came not to the aid of Hashem.”
While his point was clear and his intent was admirable, the
profound ability to stay focused is not a gift, but a necessity.
Because his focus was directed elsewhere, Hashem did not
wish to “attach” his name to the battle, and subsequent victory.



ANYONE WHO ASKS
As heard from Stories to Inspire

 
A Crown Heights woman was pulled over by a traffic 
cop. As she fumbled for her license, he saw a picture 
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe in her purse. “Excuse me,” 
he asked, “are you one of the followers of this rabbi?”

“Yes,” she said.

“In that case,” he said, “I won’t give you a ticket.”

At her surprise, he said, “As an officer, once a week I 
escorted the rabbi to Montefiore Cemetery. I got to 
know some of the young men who accompanied him. 
They were very friendly while he was inside praying. 
They told me how the rabbi tries to help so many 
people, and I jokingly asked if he helps non-Jews too.

“‘Of course!’ one of the boys said. ‘The rabbi helps 
anyone who asks. Do you need something?’

“Quietly, I told him that my wife and I had been 
married for nine years with no children. After 
many treatments, the doctors had just told us it was 
hopeless. The young man advised me to ask the rabbi 
for a blessing.

“The next week, I stood near the car door as the rabbi 
got out. ‘Do you only bless Jewish people, or non-
Jews as well?’ I asked. Lovingly, he said he tries to 
help anyone who asks. I explained the situation, and 
he told me to write down my name and my father’s 
name, along with my wife’s, so he could pray for us. A 
short time later, my wife was expecting our son.”

The cop, glowing, finished his story. “The doctors 
went crazy. They couldn’t figure out what changed. I 
told them the only difference was a blessing, from a 
rabbi who helps anyone who asks.” 

THE MAN MOSHE
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with permission from 
the publisher. 

One who is assigned a mission must examine himself to see if he is equal to 
it. If it were only a matter of his personal fate, he might try the task anyway. 
In Moshe’s case, the future of the nation depended on his success.

Moshe, anav mikol adam, knew he possessed no leadership qualities. It was 
natural that he recoiled from the mission, although the call came from G-d 
Himself. His timidity and weakness in Pharaoh’s presence would bring 
disaster on his brethren. Should he not have doubted whether he had the 
strength of personality to transform a nation of slaves into a people of G-d?

G-d replied: Those traits that you think make you unsuitable for the task 
make you best qualified to carry it out. Your inadequacy will show that what 
you achieved could have been done only at Hashem’s command and by His 
power. Without this, yetzias Mitzrayim would be just another political event.

Moshe was not to become their ruler. Rather, taavdun: all of them, Moshe 

Sunrise and sunset happen every day. We mention them in Yotzer 
Ohr and Maariv Aravim, but somehow we take them for granted. 
The movements of the moon, however, follow a cycle. At the end 
of the month, it is completely out of sight. When we finally see a 
tiny sliver again, we call it the “moled halevana,” the birth of the 
moon. Since the change is much more noticeable, we are more 
likely to be inspired. We go outside to look at the moon, bless it, 
and recognize Hashem’s constant maintenance of nature.  

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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How could there 
be machlokes in a 
G-d-given  
Oral Torah?
See page 135!



as well as the people, came to the mountain as 
servants of G-d. Only b’hotziacha, only if a man 
like Moshe brought the people out, would it be 
possible to fulfill the purpose of the deliverance.

Shelach na b’yad tishlach, Moshe said—I am not 
worthy or wise enough; I am not the right man 
for the job. The mission will be accomplished, 
but You will have to send someone else.

This lack of confidence is proof that Moshe's 
words and actions were of Divine origin. It 
is living testimony that the Torah was given 
through Moshe, but not by or from within him. 
We are merely G-d’s instruments; we ourselves 
are not important.

Had it been anyone else, he would have put 
himself on a pedestal. Other faiths tell of 
miracle workers who provided multitudes with 
loaves and performed wonders, but what is that 
compared to providing for two and half million 
people for 40 years? A person of lesser stature 
than Moshe would never have resisted the 
temptation to bask in the glow of Divine glory.

Yet Moshe addresses the demands of the people 
thusly: “When G-d gives you meat to eat in the 
evening and bread in the morning to fill you 
up, when G-d hears your complaints.” He is not 
needed, not even as an intermediary; Moshe 
and Aharon are of no importance to the people.

This is especially significant for Shabbos, whose 
foundation was laid in the fall of the mann. 
More than any mitzvah, Shabbos requires the 
conviction that G-d watches over the individual. 
Man can ask G-d directly; no intermediary is 
necessary for G-d to know his needs.

Shabbos and the Torah, would outlive Moshe. 
His wanted to diminish his personality in the 
eyes of the people, to dispel the notion that he 
stood between them and G-d. Moshe wished to 
be a man and no more. This was his greatness.  

A HEROIC EFFORT
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Yoshiyahu’s great-great-grandfather, Achaz, had burned sifrei Torah during his 
reign. It was feared that he would do the same to the ancient sefer Torah in the 
aron, so it was hidden away, and could not be found even after his death.

During Yoshiyahu’s renovations to the Beis Hamikdash, the Sefer Torah was 
finally discovered—rolled to the tochacha, instead of Bereishis as it always had 
been. Yoshiyahu realized that this was a sign from heaven that the retribution 
the prophets had predicted was close at hand. He sent messengers to Chulda 
Haneviah requesting that she daven for him and for the people.

Although the chief navi of the time was Yirmiyahu, the Gemara gives two 
reasons that he preferred to ask Chulda: Yirmiyahu had gone to bring back 
some of the ten tribes, and was not in Yerushalayim at the time. Furthermore, 
women are more merciful than men, so Chulda would surely daven for him 
effectively.

Chulda told Yoshiyahu that indeed the Churban was not far off, but he would 
not personally experience any of it because he had been humbled by the 
finding of the sefer Torah.

The king assembled all the elders of the people in Yerushalayim. The masses 
of Jews came as well, and Yoshiyahu entreated them to enter into a covenant 
to serve only Hashem. (We read this story in the haftarah of the second day of 
Pesach.) Now a massive campaign was set in motion to wipe out every vestige 
of avodah zara left in the kingdom.

This was no small task, as there were remains of corruption even in the Beis 
Hamikdash itself. Idolatrous altars and images were scattered throughout 
the land. Yoshiyahu attacked them head-on. He did everything totally l’shem 
shamayim, to the point that the pasuk says there never was a king like him 
who returned to Hashem with all his heart. Yirmiyahu wrote in Eicha that 
Yoshiyahu was “the breath of our nostrils, the anointed of Hashem, of whom 
we said that we would survive among the nations in his merit.”

Yoshiyahu did such a good job of cleansing the land that he was convinced 
that the decree would be averted, and that all the blessings in Bechukosai and 
Ki Savo would be fulfilled. Alas, this was not to be. The temptation for avodah 
zara was so great that many people still worshipped idols in secret, with grave 
consequences for the Jews.  

BUNDLED UP

Why do snow leopards have such odd tails?

High in the steep and rocky mountains of Central Asia, the snow leopard is perfectly designed 
for the cold, barren landscape. It is usually found at altitudes of up to 16,500 feet, but has been 
seen as high as 20,000. At about three feet long, and covered with fur, the tail of the snow 
leopard is thicker and longer than the tails of other wild cats. It uses this tail as a warm blanket 
to protect its face when sleeping. The snow leopard also has a broad chest and strong lungs, 
enabling it to run long distances even when the air is very thin. It was built to survive and thrive 
in the freezing winters of some of the world's coldest places.   

Adapted from "It's Amazing!" published by Jewish World of Wonders/Israel Bookshop
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Q:  At my bar mitzvah, someone handed me an 
envelope and said, “I didn’t know which sefer would 
interest you, so I’m giving you money and you 
choose the sefarim.” Am I obligated to buy sefarim 
with that money, or can I use it for something else?
A: Sefer Chassidim (866, cited in Ba’eir Heiteiv, O. 
C. 242:1) writes that if someone sends food to 
another person and specifies that it is for Shabbos, 
he may not eat it on a weekday. We presume that 
when someone expresses clearly that he wants his 
gift to be used for kvod Shabbos, it is a condition 
that he wants kept, and it is therefore forbidden to 
go against his express wishes.
There is in fact a dispute between Tana’im whether 
a person who utilizes an object for a purpose other 
than that intended by its owner is considered a 
thief. One application cited in the Gemara (B. M. 
78b) relates to someone who collected money for 
poor people to use for their Purim seudah. Can a 
recipient use those funds for something else? Rav 
Meir holds that he may use it only for the Purim 
seudah, but Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel argues 
that he may use it for other things. The Tur (O. C. 
694) rules according to Rav Meir, but the Shulchan 
Aruch rules according to Rabban Shimon ben 
Gamliel (ibid., se’if 2).
The Mishnah Berurah (242:4) writes that the Sefer 
Chassidim’s ruling regarding Shabbos food is 
dependent on how we rule regarding the Purim 
funds, so the Tur would rule that it may not be eaten 
during the week, and the Shulchan Aruch would 
rule that it may. The Shulchan Aruch Harav (242:8) 
writes that the Sefer Chassidim did not rule that it is 
prohibited to eat food sent for Shabbos during the 
week, but rather that it is middas chassidus (pious) 
not to do so.
The Chavos Ya’ir (232) writes, however, that even 
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel agrees that one should 
not use Purim funds for other purposes. The point 
of contention is whether misappropriating those 
funds constitutes theft. But in another case cited 
in the Gemara (B. M. 78b), in which a pauper is 

Snow had fallen all night, piling up almost a foot of 
snow.
“Can I borrow your shovel?” Mr. Weiss asked his 
neighbor, Mr. Schwartz, after Shacharis. “I have to 

shovel my sidewalk, driveway and walkway to the house.”
“Sure,” said Mr. Schwartz. “I’m not ready to shovel for a while.”
Mr. Weiss took the shovel into his house. “I need your help with the computer,” his 
wife greeted him. “I have to write a report, and the computer is not responding.”
It took a while to solve the problem, and then Mr. Weiss received a call from work. It 
wasn’t until 10 o’clock that he began shoveling.
The snow was hard and took a long time to shovel. Mr. Weiss was still shoveling an 
hour later when Mr. Schwartz called. “I’m ready to shovel now,” he said. “I’d like the 
shovel back.”
“I’m still using it,” said Mr. Weiss. “I did the sidewalk and walkway, but need another 
hour to clear the driveway.”
“How could that be?” exclaimed Mr. Schwartz. “You took the shovel three hours ago!”
“I got delayed with the computer and work,” explained Mr. Weiss. “In addition, the 
snow is hard and it’s taking longer than I expected. I’d like to finish, because I need 
the car soon.”
“It’s also not convenient for me later,” said Mr. Schwartz. “It’s my shovel. I’m happy to 
lend it, but not when I need it.”
“I told you that I needed to shovel the sidewalk, driveway and walkway,” said Mr. 
Weiss. “I must get my car out!”
“I happen to be with Rabbi Dayan,” said Mr. Schwartz. “Let me ask him.”
“OK,” said Mr. Weiss. “Tell me what he says.”
“I lent Mr. Weiss my shovel this morning 
to clear his sidewalk, driveway and 
walkway,” Mr. Schwartz said to Rabbi 
Dayan. “He got delayed in starting and 
it’s taking a long time, but I need my 
shovel back. Can I demand that he return 
it immediately?”
“Borrowing an item is a mutual 
commitment, just like renting an item,” 
replied Rabbi Dayan. “Once the borrower 
takes possession of the borrowed item, 
he accepts responsibility for it, and, 
conversely, acquires rights to use it for 
the duration of the loan. Therefore, if 
the item was borrowed for a set time, 
the owner has no right to demand it back 
earlier” (C.M. 341:1).
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Q: Are copyright laws halachically binding on account of dina d’malchusa?

A: Rema (C.M. 369:11) writes that dina d’malchusa applies to governmental issues 

or those for societal benefit. Therefore, since copyright laws are for societal benefit, 

many authorities maintain that they are binding on account of dina d’malchusa, 

certainly in light of their widespread acceptance. 

For example, Rav Moshe Halberstam, zt”l, writes that a law for the benefit of a 

profession that does not contradict Torah law, that fairness requires (“v’asisa 

hayashar v’hatov”), and that is a set rule of dina d’malchusa, is binding even in 

Eretz Yisrael (cited in Mishnas Zechuyos Hayotzer, p. 121).

DINA D’MALCHUSA 
DINA #19
Copyright

given money to buy one type of clothing, and he wants to 
use it for another type of clothing, he may use it for that 
purpose even l’chat’chilah, because there is no reason to 
believe that the donor insisted on the use he specified. 
The Chavos Ya’ir therefore rules, in accordance with the 
Sefer Chassidim, that food sent lichvod Shabbos cannot 
be eaten during the week, because we assume that 
the sender wanted it to be used for the mitzvah of kvod 
Shabbos.
The Chavos Ya’ir deliberates what the halachah would be if 
a wealthy person pledged to send money for Kiddush wine 
to a relative who is a talmid chacham each Erev Shabbos, 
but the recipient prefers to purchase wine for Kiddush 
with his own money (as ideally one should purchase 
mitzvah items himself rather than use something received 
for free). May he use the money he received from his 
wealthy relative for Shabbos food other than wine? The 
Chavos Ya’ir writes that according to the Tur, he may not 
use those funds for any other purpose, because Kiddush 
is a mitzvah d’Oraisa, while other Shabbos foods are only 
d’Rabbanan, and it is possible that the donor earmarked 
his money only for the d’Oraisa. According to the Shulchan 
Aruch, however, it would be permissible for him to use the 
money for other purposes. 
The Chavos Ya’ir concludes, however, that even according 
to the stringent opinions, if someone sent money to a 
talmid chacham and said, “Use it to buy wine or fish for 
Shabbos or Yom Tov,” in order to give the gift graciously 
without making the recipient feel needy, there is no reason 
to believe that he earmarked the money for Shabbos 
food, and the recipient may use it for other purchases.
When people give money as a bar mitzvah gift, they are 
generally not deliberately earmarking their money for 
sefarim. “Buy sefarim with it” is just a common refrain that 
makes the act of handing over the money more gracious. 
The giver knows it’s likely that the boy might forget or 
be negligent in how he uses the money, and if he truly 
wanted it to be used for sefarim, he would have bought 
sefarim and presented them to him, or given him a gift 
certificate to a sefarim store. Since we can assume that the 
statement “Buy sefarim with it” was not deliberate, the bar 
mitzvah boy may use the money for other things.
If there is reason to believe that the giver was deliberate 
in earmarking the funds, such as if he named the sefer he 
would like the bachur to buy —and especially if he said, 
“I will share the merit of your learning from the sefarim” 
— the bar mitzvah boy must use the money for sefarim, 
according to the Chavos Ya’ir (cf. Shevus Yaakov 1:77). 

money matters

“What if there was no set time?” asked Mr. Schwartz.

“The Tosefta (B.M. 8:11) teaches that if a person borrowed a garment for a 
certain occasion, such as a wedding, he is entitled to use it for the duration 
of the event,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “Similarly, the Gemara (B.M. 103a) teaches 
that if one borrowed an item for a certain task, such as a shovel to dig a field, 
he is entitled to use it until he completes the task” (C.M. 341:2, 5).

“That’s fine if the task takes a long time,” objected Mr. Schwartz, “but Mr. 
Weiss delayed in starting. Had he begun promptly, he would have finished 
by now!”

“Sma (341:14) explains that although Shulchan Aruch already ruled that the 
lender cannot demand the item back before the set time, this halachah 
teaches that the lender cannot say that he did not expect the borrower to 
delay so long with this task,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “One could interpret this 
simply that the task took longer than expected, so the borrower is entitled to 
use the item for as long as it takes” (Pischei Choshen, Pikadon 9:5[13]).

“However, Aruch Hashulchan (C.M. 341:7) understands Sma to mean that 
the borrower delayed in beginning the task; even so, the owner cannot 
demand his item back until the borrower finishes,” continued Rabbi Dayan. 
“Nonetheless, he writes that the borrower cannot delay excessively, and that 
beis din should determine what is a reasonable delay.”

“Thus,” concluded Rabbi Dayan, “if Mr. Weiss did not delay excessively, he can 
continue using the shovel until he finishes.”
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inheritance #9

employee and an oness occurs, the employee is 
not obligated to refund the money, even if they 
did not stipulate that it is non-refundable. The 
rationale is that since the employer paid before 
the commencement of the employment of his 
own volition, even though he is not obligated to 
pay until the end of the period of employment, 
that indicates that he wants the employee to 
have the money even in the event of an oness 
(Tosafos, B.M. 79b, cited by Shach, C.M. 334:2). 
Accordingly, if the employee demanded 
payment in advance and the employer did not 
pay of his own volition, there is no evidence 
that the employer agreed that the employee 
can keep the money unconditionally, and in the 
event of an oness he must refund the money 
(Maharach, Ohr Zarua 66).
Others write that the reason the employee 
loses when an oness occurs is that since he 
did not make any stipulation to the contrary, 
he is the one seeking to collect and bears the 
burden of proof (hamotzi me’chaveiro alav 
haraayah). Therefore, if the employee was 
paid in advance, he is not required to refund 
the money. This would apply even when the 
employee demanded payment in advance, 
since he is in possession of the money and the 
employer is the one seeking a refund (Erech Shai 
334:1; see also Mishpetei Hachoshen, pp. 227-
235). Accordingly, the caterer cannot be forced 
to refund the customer’s money, though it may 
be appropriate to negotiate a compromise if the 
caterer had no damage (see Chukos Hachaim, 
Falagi, 47).
As far as the mashgiach is concerned, he has no 
claim against the caterer. The caterer does not 
work as the mashgiach’s agent; the mashgiach 
is an employee of the caterer and is paid as an 
employee. Therefore, since an oness occurred 
and there was no job to perform, absent any 
contractual agreement or known custom, they 
are not required to pay him.

money matters

more so one’s life (hashavas gufo)!
“Regarding hashavas aveidah of property, a person is not required to forgo his own 
money to save another person’s property,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “However, a 
person is required to forgo money to save another’s life, such as by hiring rescuers or 
equipment. Because of the prohibition to stand idly by, a person is even required to give 
up all his wealth to save another Jew from imminent danger!” (C.M. 426:1; Marcheshes 
1:43; Encyclopedia Talmudis 10:344).
“Then why is the person liable?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“This is derived from the case of a person who is being chased by murderers and 
escapes by damaging other people’s property en route,” said Rabbi Dayan. “One who 
saves himself at another’s expense is liable for the damage. Similarly, the rescued man is 
required to reimburse you here if he can pay” (C.M. 380:3; Sma 426:1; Rema, Y.D. 252:12).
“What if I knew beforehand that the person is unable to pay?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“That is not a reason to avoid saving his life,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The obligation 
remains to save a fellow Jew” (Meiri, Sanhedrin 73b; Shulchan Aruch Harav, Hil. Nizkei 
Haguf #7).
“In your case, since seconds were critical, the person whom you saved is liable for 
damage to your phone,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “If you could have easily removed the 
phone, he would be legally exempt, since the loss was not necessary for the rescue. It 
would be common decency to pay, nonetheless, since it is difficult when saving a life to 
consider all the monetary ramifications.”

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com

BHI  |  1937 Ocean Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11230  |  877-845-8455  |  ask@businesshalacha.com  |  www.businesshalacha.com

To subscribe send an email to subscribe@businesshalacha.com or visit us on the web at www.businesshalacha.com

story line

Who Is the Bechor?
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita

Q: An assimilated Jew had a son with a non-Jewish wife. The man became a baal 
teshuvah and married a divorced Jewish woman, who had a son from her previ-
ous marriage. The man later learned that he was a Kohen and prohibited to a di-
vorced woman. He married a third woman, who did not have children previously, 
and had another son. Who is the bechor for inheritance?
A: Bechor for purposes of inheritance (in contrast to pidyon haben) is dependent on 
the father. However, the son from the non-Jewish woman is not considered a hala-
chic descendant and does not deny rights of bechor from the subsequent son (C.M. 
277:8,10).

Thus, the son born from the second woman is the man’s bechor, even though it 
was a prohibited marriage and she already had a son (who is also a bechor to his 
father). The son from the third wife, while a bechor for purposes of pidyon haben, is 
not a bechor for purposes of inheritance (C.M. 277:9)
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Now You Know 
“YOU’VE HAD THE POWE“YOU’VE HAD THE POWE“YOU’VE HAD THE POWE“YOU’VE HAD THE POWER TO GO R TO GO R TO GO R TO GO 
HOME ALL ALONGHOME ALL ALONGHOME ALL ALONGHOME ALL ALONG....””””    

When faceWhen faceWhen faceWhen faced with the barrier of the d with the barrier of the d with the barrier of the d with the barrier of the 
Reed Sea, with the Egyptians hot on Reed Sea, with the Egyptians hot on Reed Sea, with the Egyptians hot on Reed Sea, with the Egyptians hot on 
their trail, the Jews despaired.their trail, the Jews despaired.their trail, the Jews despaired.their trail, the Jews despaired.    

Moshe told them that they needn’t Moshe told them that they needn’t Moshe told them that they needn’t Moshe told them that they needn’t 

worry for HaShem would fight their worry for HaShem would fight their worry for HaShem would fight their worry for HaShem would fight their 
battles for them while they stood by battles for them while they stood by battles for them while they stood by battles for them while they stood by 
quietly.quietly.quietly.quietly.    

Then, Moshe davened to HaShem, but Then, Moshe davened to HaShem, but Then, Moshe davened to HaShem, but Then, Moshe davened to HaShem, but 

HaShem inteHaShem inteHaShem inteHaShem interrupted his rrupted his rrupted his rrupted his prayer to say prayer to say prayer to say prayer to say 
that it was not the time for davening. that it was not the time for davening. that it was not the time for davening. that it was not the time for davening. 
The Jews should proceed. The Jews should proceed. The Jews should proceed. The Jews should proceed.     

What Rashi says is fascinating.What Rashi says is fascinating.What Rashi says is fascinating.What Rashi says is fascinating.    

He quotes the Midrash which says He quotes the Midrash which says He quotes the Midrash which says He quotes the Midrash which says 
that the merit of their forefathers, of that the merit of their forefathers, of that the merit of their forefathers, of that the merit of their forefathers, of 
themselves, and of the faith in themselves, and of the faith in themselves, and of the faith in themselves, and of the faith in 
HaShem they exhibited by leaHaShem they exhibited by leaHaShem they exhibited by leaHaShem they exhibited by leaving ving ving ving 

EgyptEgyptEgyptEgypt,,,,    was sufficient for the sea to was sufficient for the sea to was sufficient for the sea to was sufficient for the sea to 
split for them.split for them.split for them.split for them.    

Let’s repeat that…Let’s repeat that…Let’s repeat that…Let’s repeat that…    

They had the merit of Avraham, They had the merit of Avraham, They had the merit of Avraham, They had the merit of Avraham, 
Yitzchak and Yaakov. We understand Yitzchak and Yaakov. We understand Yitzchak and Yaakov. We understand Yitzchak and Yaakov. We understand 

that. But their own merit? And the that. But their own merit? And the that. But their own merit? And the that. But their own merit? And the 
merit of the faith they had in HaShem merit of the faith they had in HaShem merit of the faith they had in HaShem merit of the faith they had in HaShem 
which made them leave Egypt?which made them leave Egypt?which made them leave Egypt?which made them leave Egypt?    

They were atThey were atThey were atThey were at    the penultimate level of the penultimate level of the penultimate level of the penultimate level of 
impurity, and they were leaving impurity, and they were leaving impurity, and they were leaving impurity, and they were leaving 
slavery and torment at the hands of slavery and torment at the hands of slavery and torment at the hands of slavery and torment at the hands of 
the Egyptians. Is this a great merit?the Egyptians. Is this a great merit?the Egyptians. Is this a great merit?the Egyptians. Is this a great merit?    

YES! We have no idea just how much YES! We have no idea just how much YES! We have no idea just how much YES! We have no idea just how much 
merit we actually have, and how merit we actually have, and how merit we actually have, and how merit we actually have, and how 
precious each mitzvah we do and precious each mitzvah we do and precious each mitzvah we do and precious each mitzvah we do and 

each show of trust is to each show of trust is to each show of trust is to each show of trust is to HaShem.HaShem.HaShem.HaShem.    

It is great enough to wIt is great enough to wIt is great enough to wIt is great enough to worororork miracles for k miracles for k miracles for k miracles for 
us so we need never despair.us so we need never despair.us so we need never despair.us so we need never despair.    

Thought of the week: 
If G-d is your co-pilot, 
switch seats. 

     (ZU:DYTWMw) „...WHEQBW OYH LE VDY TA HUNW VUM TA ORHH HTAW‰ 
“And you shall raise your stick and spread your hands upon the water and split 
it…” (Shmos 14:16) 
One of the most famous and powerful mental images of the Torah is that of Moshe 
standing before the Yam Suf, spreading out his hands, and the waters splitting to allow the 
Jews to cross before crashing back together and drowning the pursuing Egyptians. 

A few verses later, the Torah tells us that when Moshe spread his hands towards the water, 
HaShem cast aside the sea with a strong wind which howled through the night, splitting it. It 
would seem that Moshe’s role was superfluous. HaShem can make the wind blow without 
any intervention from Man. So why did He command Moshe to do it? 

In a similar example of mental imagery, later on at the end of the parsha, we find that 
during the war with Amalek, when Moshe raised his hands the Jews took the advantage, 
and when he lowered them, Amalek began to win. There, however, we know that Moshe 
was indicating that the Jews should look to HaShem and He would be their salvation. 
When Moshe lowered his hands, they didn’t have the reminder and began to lose. 

Perhaps there is an important connection between these two times. No, HaShem did not 
need Moshe to raise his hands and direct the wind. HaShem has always maintained control 
of nature and man cannot interfere. It is a stark reminder that this world has a Creator for 
those who are willing to see it. 

However, by commanding Moshe to put away his staff (with which he did miracles) and just 
lift his hands, HaShem in His limitless kindness gave Moshe the chance to partner with Him 
in the miracle of splitting the sea. By doing something which clearly had no concrete impact 
merely because it was HaShem’s will, Moshe created a spiritual merit which was extremely 
powerful. It was this merit which helped split the sea. 

Later, when fighting with Amalek, Moshe reminded the Jews that it was not their military 
prowess which would overcome the enemy, but their realization that HaShem is the sole 
source of all power and victory. When Moshe’s hands were raised, they recalled this but 
when his hands were down and they thought it was up to them to create a victory, they 
began to decline. 

The lesson of Krias Yam Suf is that HaShem wants us to be His partner and benefit from 
that arrangement. His desire is that we be a ‘silent partner.’ He is more than happy to take 
care of everything, and share the ‘profits’ with us, as long as we acknowledge and proclaim 
that He alone is the secret of our success. 

The Mir Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel z”l, was the greatest marbitz Torah of the 21
st
 

century. He knew the entire Torah and had the merit of 7000 people studying in his yeshiva. He 
also bore the burden of fundraising for it. As he had Parkinson’s, simply living and walking each 
day took tremendous effort but he would push himself to arrive on time for his meetings with rich 
donors. He saw this as his ‘hishtadlus,’ his contribution, to building Torah. 

He once arrived at a building where the elevator was broken and the only way to the 18
th
 floor 

meeting was the steps. His assistant called to say they were running late but the donor said, 
“I’m sorry, I cannot see you any later. I have a meeting in 15 minutes.” Twelve minutes later, a 
huffing and puffing R’ Nosson Tzvi arrived up the stairs by foot because Mir needed the support. 

The man was so shocked by the dedication of the Rosh Yeshiva that he wrote out a ten million 
dollar check on the spot. R’ Nosson Tzvi blessed the elevator for not working but it was his 
mesiras nefesh that brought the money.                              (Yated/Wings of Faith by R’ Yosef Tropper.) 
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My simcha is coming,My simcha is coming,My simcha is coming,My simcha is coming,    
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Mitzrayim, the nation that bragged 
that no slave had ever escaped its 
land, stood by helplessly as the Cho-

sen Nation triumphantly left. The Jewish peo-
ple, now some three million strong, marched 
through the desert surrounded on all sides by 
clouds that protected them and led by a pillar 
of cloud that lit up the night as if it was day. 
Yet even at this moment, Pharaoh sent spies 
along to follow them. After three days, his 
agents reported back that the Jews had veered 
off course. Pharaoh called out to his people, 
“Let us reclaim that which is ours,” and he led 
them in pursuit.  
When the Mitzrim arrived on the scene, the 
Jews were camped out against the Yam Suf. 
With their backs against the sea and no place 
to move, it seemed certain that the Mitzrim 
would recapture them. At that moment, the 
cloud of fire that led the Jews through the 
desert moved to the back of the camp and 
stopped the Mitzrim from advancing. That 
entire night, both camps stood in their places, 
separated by the Clouds of Glory. 
The Ramban tells us that during the night, an 
eastern wind began to blow. This was the wind 
that split the sea. At first, it made small indenta-
tions in the sea, but as the night wore on, the 
wind became stronger, and those small indenta-
tions grew in size and depth until the sea itself 
was split into twelve distinct pathways – ready 
for each Shevet to cross in its own channel.  
The Ramban explains that HASHEM split the 
sea specifically with an eastern wind “so that it 
would appear as if the wind split the sea into 
partitions.” Even though the wind can’t pos-
sibly split the sea, much less split it into twelve 
separate partitions, nevertheless, because of 
their great desire to harm the Jews, the Mitz-
rim “pegged it on a natural cause.” It was just 
the wind, nothing more.  
This Ramban is very difficult to understand. 
How could the Mitzrim possibly pin the split-
ting of the sea on the wind? They were intel-
ligent, thinking people. They, as everyone else, 
clearly understood that it couldn’t possibly be a 
natural occurrence. How is it possible that they 
accepted this sham – that the wind split the sea? 

³ UNDERSTANDING FREE WILL
The answer to this question is predicated upon 
understanding the concept of free will. Free 
will doesn’t mean a theoretical ability to do 
good or bad. It is the practical ability where 
either side is possible. When a person can just 
as easily turn to the bad as to the good, then it 
is his decision to choose.
As an illustration, do you have free will to put 
your hand in a fire? In theory, you do. You 

could do it. But you never would. It is damag-
ing. It is foolish. So, while in theory you have 
free will to do it, on a practical level, you don’t. 

³ CREATING MAN
Chazal tell us that HASHEM created man to 
give him the opportunity to shape himself into 
what he would be for eternity. That molding 
of the person is accomplished by choosing that 
which is good and proper and avoiding that 
which is wrong and evil. By making these choic-
es, man is given the ability to form himself. 
To give man an even playing field, HASHEM 
took the sechel – that pure, brilliant part of me 
– and inserted it into a body filled with drives, 
passions, and hungers. Now the two parts of 
me are integrated. I don’t want only what is 
good and proper and noble. I also desire and 
hunger for many other things. My choice of 
doing only good is no longer so simple. 
However, if HASHEM created man only out 
of these two parts – the sechel and the guf – 
the purpose of creation would never have 
been met. The wisdom of man is so great that 
it would be almost impossible for him to sin. 
Since every sin damages me and every mitz-
vah makes me into a bigger, better person, my 
natural intelligence wouldn’t allow me to sin, 
no matter how tempted I might be. I would 
clearly recognize it as damaging to me. Much 
like putting my hand into a fire, in theory I 

would have free will to do it, but on a practical 
level, I wouldn’t. 

³  IMAGINATION – ITS ROLE 
AND FUNCTION

Therefore, HASHEM added one more com-
ponent to the human: imagination. Imagi-
nation is the creative ability to form a mental 
picture and sense it so vividly, so graphically, 
it is as if it is real. Ask anyone who has ever 
cried while reading a novel whether imagina-
tion isn’t a powerful force. 
Now armed with this force, man can create 
fanciful worlds at his will and actually believe 
them. If man wishes to turn to evil, he can cre-
ate rationales to make these ways sound noble 
and proper – at least enough to fool himself. 
Armed with imagination, man truly has free 
will. If he wishes he can do what is right, or if 
he wishes, he can turn to wickedness, and even 
his brilliant intellect won’t prevent him. With 
imagination, he is capable of creating entire 
philosophies to explain how the behavior he 
desires is righteous, correct, and appropriate. 
Now man has free will.  

³  PEOPLE BELIEVE WHAT 
THEY WANT TO BELIEVE

The result of this is that people don’t believe 
that which is factual, proven and true; they be-
lieve what they want to believe. And, one of the 
greatest manifestations of this is the Egyptians 
following the Jews to their death. Despite living 
through the makkos, despite seeing the sea split 
into twelve sections, they didn’t believe it was a 
miracle. They attributed it to the wind because 
that is what they wanted to believe. 
We see a parallel to this in our day, when edu-
cated people claim that the world just evolved. 
No Creator. No Plan. No purpose. All of the 
complexity of this vast world just happened. You 
might wonder how anyone could be so blind. 
The answer is quite simple—I don’t wnt to 
accept G-d. If G-d exists then someone is 
in charge. If G-d exists then there are rules. 
Things I have to do, things I can’t do. That 
makes me uncomfortable. I am just much 
more at ease with denying the whole thing.  
For a person to see the truth, he must put 
away his bias and ask himself what do I hon-
estly think?  Forget the consequences. Forget 
my agenda. What does logic dictate? In that 
framework, a person will see the Creator as 
clear as day. However, if he doesn’t want to see 
the truth, nothing in the world will convince 
him, not the greatest mira-
cles, and not even the split-
ting of the sea itself. He is 
capable of believing exactly 
what he wants to believe.

on the Parsha
Parshas B’shalach R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

People 
Believe What 

They Want 
to Believe
g
ספר שמות פרק יד 

 כא( ויט משה את ידו על הים ויולך ידוד את הים ברוח
קדים עזה כל הלילה וישם את הים לחרבה ויבקעו המים:

רמב"ן על שמות פרק יד פסוק כא 
ויט משה את ידו על הים ויולך ה' את הים ברוח קדים וגו' היה הרצון לפניו 
יתברך לבקע הים ברוח קדים מיבשת שיראה כאלו הרוח היא המחרבת 
ים, כי בעבור זה חשבו אולי הרוח שם הים לחרבה, ולא יד ה' עשתה 
זאת בעבור ישראל, אע"פ שאין הרוח בוקעת הים לגזרים לא שמו לבם 
גם לזאת, ובאו אחריהם מרוב תאותם להרע להם זה טעם וחזקתי את 

לב פרעה ויבאו אחריהם, שחזק לבם לאמר ארדוף אויבי ואשיגם בים

“And Moshe stretched out his hand over the sea, 
and HASHEM moved the sea with a strong 

eastern wind all the night, and He turned the 
sea to damp land and the water split.”

— Shemos 14:21 —
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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Beshalach 5779

Shabbos, Manna and Daas 

Introduction 

In this week’s parasha we learn about 

the fascinating chapter of the manna that 

HaShem provided for the Jewish People 

while they sojourned in the Wilderness. 

The manna was miraculous in that it fell 

from heaven every day except for 

Shabbos and every Jew received exactly 

what he needed for sustenance. 

Furthermore, one who ate the manna did 

not need to relieve himself afterwards 

and the manna tasted like any food that 

one desired. There is one aspect of the 

manna, however, that is not as well 

known, and that is that the manna was 

not named by HaShem or by Moshe. 

Rather, it is said (Shemos 16:4-5) 

vayomer HaShem el Moshe hinini 

mamtir lachem min hashamayim viyatza 

haam vilaktu divar yom biyomo limaan 

anasenu hayeielch bisorasi im lo vihayah 

bayom hashishi viheichinu eis asher 

yaviu vihayah mishneh al asher yilkitu 

yom yom, HaShem said to Moshe, 

“Behold! – I shall rain down for you 

food from heaven, let the people go out 

and pick each day’s portion on its day, 

so that I can test them, whether they will 

follow My teaching or not. And it shall 

be that on the sixth day when they 

prepare what they bring, it will be 

double what they pick every day.” 

Further on it is said (Ibid verse 15) 

vayiru vinei Yisroel vayomru ish el 

achiv man hu ki lo yadu mah hu 

vayomer Moshe aleihem hu halechem 

asher nasan HaShem lachem liachlah, 

the Children of Israel saw and said to 

one another, “It is food!” – for they did 

not know what it was. Moshe said to 

them, “This is the food that HaShem has 

given you for eating.” One must wonder 

why the Jewish People referred to the 

food as manna. 

Why did Moshe not inform the Jewish 

People regarding Shabbos? 

Another difficulty that must be 

addressed regarding the manna is the 

fact that the manna did not fall on 

Shabbos. It is said (Ibid verse 22) vayehi 

bayom hashishi laktu lechem mishneh 

shinei haomer laechod vayavou kol 

nisiei haeidah vayagidu liMoshe 

vayomer aleihem hu asher diber 

HaShem Shabbason Shabbas kodesh 

laHaShem machar eis asher tofu eifu 

vieis asher tivashilu basheiulu vieis kol 

haodeif hanichu lachem limishmeres ad 

haboker, it happened on the sixth day 

that they gathered a double portion of 

food, two omers for each; and all the 

princes of the assembly came and told 

Moshe. He said to them, “This is what 

HaShem had spoken; tomorrow is a rest 

day, a holy Shabbos to HaShem. Bake 

what you wish to bake and cook what 

you wish to cook; and whatever is left 
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over, put a way for yourselves as a 

safekeeping until the morning.” Rashi 

(verse 22) writes that the princes queried 

Moshe regarding the double portion of 

the manna and from here we derive that 

Moshe had not yet informed the Jewish 

People regarding the aspect of manna 

not falling on Shabbos and the receiving 

of a double portion of manna on Friday. 

Once the princes asked Moshe regarding 

this phenomena, Moshe informed them 

regarding Shabbos and HaShem 

chastised Moshe for this. This is difficult 

to understand, because Rashi writes 

earlier (verse 4) that the test that 

HaShem set up for the Jewish People 

was to see if they would be successful at 

not leaving over the manna and that they 

would not go searching for manna on 

Shabbos. It is said (Ibid verses 19-20) 

vayomer Moshe aleihem ish al yoser 

mimenu ad boker vilo shamu el Moshe 

vayosiru anashim mimenu ad boker 

vayarum tolaim vayivash vayiktzof 

aleihem Moshe, Moshe said to them, 

“No man may leave over from it until 

morning.” But they did not obey Moshe 

and people left over from it until 

morning and it became infested with 

worms and it stank; and Moshe became 

angry with them. It is clear that Moshe 

knew what he was supposed to inform 

the Jewish People regarding the manna. 

Why, then, did Moshe choose to not 

inform the Jewish People of the 

uniqueness of the manna with regard to 

Shabbos? 

The double portion of manna on 

Friday was a prelude to attaining daas 

on Shabbos 

Regarding the definition of Shabbos it is 

said (Ibid 31:13) viatah dabeir el bnei 

Yisroel leimor ach es Shabsosai 

tishmoru ki os hi beini uveineichem 

ledorseichem ladaas ki ani 

mikadishchem, now you speak to the 

Children of Israel, saying: ‘However, 

you must observe my Sabbaths, for it is 

a sign between Me and you for your 

generations, to know that I am HaShem, 

Who makes you holy.’ Thus, the essence 

of Shabbos is daas, knowledge, which on 

a deeper level means a closeness that the 

Jewish People have with HaShem. The 

Gemara (Shabbos 10b) states that 

HaShem told Moshe, “I have a beautiful 

treasure in My treasure house and it is 

called Shabbos. Go and inform them.” 

What is the meaning of this statement? It 

would appear that Moshe wished that the 

Jewish People should be able to 

understand on their own the significance 

of Shabbos. How were the Jewish 

People to understand the significance of 

Shabbos on their own? They had 

experienced Shabbos in Egypt, and 

according to the Gemara (Sanhedrin 

56b) Moshe had instructed them 

regarding Shabbos in Marah. This 

should have been sufficient for them to 

grasp the holiness of Shabbos. However, 

they were still lacking daas, as the 

Gemara states (Brachos 40a) a child 

does not begin to call “Abba, Imma, 

father, mother” until he tastes wheat. 

Thus, when the Jewish People saw the 

manna, they declared “man hu, it is 

food!” The Rashbam (Shemos 16:15) 

writes that the word man in Egyptian 

means “what.” It is said (Ibid) vayiru 
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vinei Yisroel vayomru ish el achiv man 

hu ki lo yadu mah hu vayomer Moshe 

aleihem hu halechem asher nasan 

HaShem lachem liachlah, the Children 

of Israel saw and said to one another, “It 

is food!” – for they did not know what it 

was. The Torah specifically states that 

they referred to it as man because they 

did not “know” what it was. Had they 

understood what the manna was, they 

would have been able to attain the level 

of daas which is inherent in Shabbos. 

Since they had not attained this level of 

understanding, the princes approached 

Moshe on Friday to inquire regarding the 

double portion that they had received. It 

was only then that they were so close to 

Shabbos and Moshe informed them of 

the holiness of Shabbos. When HaShem 

chastised Moshe for not informing the 

Jewish People regarding Shabbos, it is 

said (Ibid 16:29) riu ki HaShem nasan 

lachem haShabbos al kein hu nosein 

lachem bayom hashishi lechem 

yomayim shevu ish tachtav al yeitzei ish 

mimekomo bayom hashevii, see that 

HaShem has given you the Shabbos; that 

is why He gives you on the sixth day a 

two-day portion of bread. HaShem was 

informing Moshe that in order for the 

Jewish People to attain the level of daas 

that one experiences on Shabbos, they 

would first have to see that HaShem had 

given them the Shabbos, and this was 

only manifest through the double portion 

of manna that they received on Friday. 

The Shabbos connection 

The Medrash (Bereishis Rabbah 11:2) 

teaches us that there are two aspects of 

Shabbos. One aspect of Shabbos is the 

blessing of Shabbos, which was reflected 

in the fact that the Jewish People 

received two portions of manna on 

Friday. The second aspect of Shabbos is 

that by the fact that the manna did not 

fall on Shabbos, the Shabbos was 

sanctified. Daas, closeness, and kedusha, 

holiness, are intertwined, as it is said 

ladaas ki ani HaShem mikadishchem, to 

know that I am HaShem, Who makes 

you holy. Thus, one must first, in a 

sense, experience Shabbos during the 

week in order to attain the level of daas 

that can be experienced on Shabbos. 

HaShem should allow us to be cognizant 

of Shabbos during the week and thus 

experience the closeness and holiness of 

Shabbos on Shabbos. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Tzama Lecho Nafshi 

This zemer was composed by the great 

medieval commentator and poet 

Avraham Ibn Ezra whose name is found 

in the acrostic of the verses 

ֵלב מּות. ָחׁשּוב ֵיֶצר בְּ דְּ ׁשּוב ֲחַמת כִּ ֵאיָכָכה. ַעכְּ  וְּ

ֶהָחי ַהָבָשר. ָיׁשּוב , within the heart, 

inclination is considered as if it were a 

viper’s poison. So how can one repent, 

becoming healthy flesh? When one is 

cognizant of the fact that the Evil 

Inclination is constantly scheming to 

cause man’s downfall, it is much easier 

to contemplate repentance. HaShem 

creates the remedy before the wound, 

and for this reason He created 

repentance before He created the world 



 
 

4 

and the Evil Inclination. Yet, only with 

HaShem’s help can one defeat the Evil 

Inclination.  

Shabbos Stories 

Not worth sleeping a lot every night 

Rabbi Eliyahu Hoffman writes: The 

Rebbetzin of the holy Rebbe Reb 

Shmelke of Nikelsburg once came to her 

husband's contemporary, the Rebbe Reb' 

Elimelech of Lizhensk with a desperate 

plea: The doctors had warned her 

husband that he was sleeping far too 

little, and that his health was 

deteriorating as a result. Yet their 

warnings had fallen on deaf ears: Her 

holy husband absolutely refused to 

change his grueling schedule to allow for 

more sleep. It was a situation of pikuach 

nefesh, a question of life and death, she 

said. Perhaps, she pleaded, Reb 

Elimelech would be able to convince her 

husband to allow himself a little more 

rest! 

Soon afterwards, Reb Elimelech arrived 

in Nikelsburg with a group of his 

disciples. They were told to go about 

arranging a seudah, a festive meal, in 

honor of the Rebbe Reb Shmelke. Reb 

Elimelech personally invited Reb 

Shmelke to the seudah, an honor which 

he could not refuse. At the meal, the 

Rebbe Reb Elimelech took out a bottle 

of very rare whisky, poured a glass for 

himself and for Reb Shmelke, and made 

a le-chaim. Reb Elimelech then 

seemingly sipped from his schnapps, as 

did Reb Shmelke. In truth, however, Reb 

Elimelech did not drink from his whisky, 

for it was spiked. Even a small amount 

was enough to put Reb Shmelke to sleep 

on the spot. Reb Elimelech had Reb 

Shmelke carried off to his home, where 

he was put to bed for the night. 

The next morning, the Rebbe Reb 

Shmelke awoke, startled to have slept 

through the night, but with an 

invigorated spirit. Upon arriving in shul 

to pray, he was joined by a large group 

of Chassidim, who did not fail to notice 

the unusual energy of the Rebbe’s 

prayers. They too felt energized by the 

Rebbe's powerful spirit, and that day's 

Shacharis took on a special quality. 

Indeed, it is told that on that day, when 

the Rebbe reached the Shiras Ha-Yam, 

the Song at the Sea, the entire 

congregation was swept away by the 

powerful vision of the Jews crossing the 

Sea of Reeds with Moshe Rabbeinu at 

their helm, to the extent that Reb 

Shmelke actually picked up his 

bekitsche (traditional chassidic coat) as 

he stepped into the raging waters. The 

Chassidim too followed suit. This was 

not pretentiousness - that day they truly 

satisfied the obligation of our Sages that, 

“Each person should imagine that he 

himself was redeemed from Egypt.” 

That evening, the Rebbe again sat with 

his disciples. When Reb Elimelech 

arrived, a place was made for him at the 

head-table, next to the Rebbe. Once 

seated, Reb Elimelech again took out his 

now infamous “bottle,” and poured a 

glass for Reb Shmelke. “Perhaps you 

think,” said the Rebbe, “that I am a fool? 

It was enough that yesterday you robbed 
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me of my entire night. I can’t recall ever 

spending a whole night sleeping. Mark 

my word: I’m not going to make the 

same mistake twice!” 

“But the Rebbe himself saw,” argued 

Reb Elimelech, “the power of his tefillos 

(prayers) this morning. We all felt as if 

we were truly traversing the Sea of 

Reeds!” 

“Indeed,” said Reb Shmelke, “when 

Shmelke spends all his nights immersed 

in Torah study, and once in his life he 

sleeps through the night, that indeed was 

a wonderful experience. But can you 

imagine what would become of Shmelke 

if he will begin to allow himself ‘a good 

night’s sleep’ every night? Shmelke will 

become just another farshlufenne Yid 

(sleepy Jew)!”  

Putting Pizazz Into Our Mitzvos 

By Rabbi Eliyahu Hoffmann  

Special Sefarim and Delayed 

Deliveries – Putting Pizazz Into Our 

Mitzvos 

A most interesting she’ila (halachic 

query) was recently asked of Rabbi 

Yitzchak Zilberstein Shlita, Rav of 

Ramat Elchanan in Israel: A Lev Le- 

Achim activist (Lev Le-Achim works 

with “not-yet-observant” Jews in Eretz 

Yisrael) had become involved with a 

family in which the mother had a sincere 

interest in furthering her Judaism, and 

had indeed already commenced mitzvah 

observance to the best of her abilities, 

while her husband refused to take any 

part in her religious journey. Their not 

seeing eye-to-eye was putting a strain on 

their marriage, and the young rabbi who 

had been “assigned their case” was 

trying diligently to bridge the gap, yet to 

no avail. 

One day he received a phone call from 

her husband: After a long discussion 

with his wife, he had agreed to begin 

putting on tefilin. He had no tefilin of 

course, and could not afford to purchase 

them on his own, so he was calling the 

rabbi in order that he arrange for a pair 

of tefilin to be given or loaned to him. 

The rabbi was elated – this was the 

moment he had been waiting for! Now 

that the father had opened up a small 

space in his heart, perhaps the mitzvah 

of tefilin could serve as an impetus 

which would propel him towards a 

greater appreciation for Torah and 

mitzvos, and maybe even eventually 

become a full-fledged Torah Jew! There 

was no doubt that this was an 

opportunity not to be missed! 

In order to maximize on the occasion, a 

small “tefilin ceremony” would have to 

be arranged, in which the father would 

be presented with his very-own tefilin, 

speeches would be made, and hopefully 

a dialogue would evolve. The quandary: 

Although the tefilin were ready now, due 

to previous commitments it was not 

possible for the case-rabbi to set up a 

meeting for another few days. This 

would mean, however, that the father, 

who was ostensibly ready to begin 

laying tefilin today, would miss yet 

another few days of this beautiful and 

important mitzvah. Perhaps it would be 
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better to just deliver the tefilin now, even 

though this would likely mean forgoing 

the “ceremony” and a lost opportunity. 

This was the question that the case-rabbi 

put before Rabbi Zilberstein. 

Rabbi Zilberstein told him of a different 

question that had also come up recently: 

A young man in Cholon had arranged 

with a small group of boys from non-

observant homes who had shown interest 

in learning more about their Judaism to 

learn Mishnayos a few times a week. In 

order to really pique their interest, he 

had arranged for each boy to receive his 

very own Mishnayos, with 

accompanying pictures and explanations. 

However, it would take a few days for 

the Mishnayos to arrive. The boys were 

willing to begin already – but that would 

mean starting their shiur with borrowed 

books, and no pictures. The teacher felt 

that the impression of receiving their 

own Mishnayos – with pictures – would 

be most impactful if it were done right 

from the beginning, and asked whether it 

was wrong to postpone their learning for 

another few days, even though they were 

ready to start now, in order to begin in a 

more meaningful way. 

In order to answer their insightful 

queries, R’ Zilberstein made reference to 

this week’s sidrah. In answer to B’nei 

Yisrael’s complaints about there being 

“nothing to eat in the desert,” Hashem 

promises them that Manna will fall daily 

from heaven. Each day they would get 

up in the morning, and the Manna would 

be waiting there on their front lawns, 

laying lightly on top of the morning dew. 

On Friday, there was a surprise: Each 

person had received a “double portion” – 

two times as much as they had been 

getting every other day. They 

approached Moshe in regard to their 

discovery. Rashi takes up the 

commentary at this point: 

They asked Moshe, “Why is today 

different than all other days?” From here 

we can see that Moshe had not yet taught 

them the laws of Shabbos (with regard to 

the Manna), although he had already 

been told them by Hashem at an earlier 

time. Now that the opportunity arose, 

and they asked, he gave over what 

Hashem had told him (i.e. that the 

double portion on Friday was due to the 

Manna not falling on Shabbos, in honor 

of the day’s sanctity). 

Why indeed didn’t Moshe teach them 

the rules of Manna on Shabbos right 

away – was he too busy? Moshe felt, 

says the Rashbam, that the Jews would 

appreciate his lesson far more if it were 

taught to them after having wondered 

and been amazed by Friday’s double 

portion than they would have if it were 

just told to them straight off the bat. He 

could teach them about Shabbos in an 

abstract way – or he could let them 

experience it. Moshe felt that by letting 

them puzzle on their own, and only then 

revealing his lesson, it would have a 

more lasting and meaningful impact. 

It thus appears, said R’ Zilberstein, that 

it is sometimes preferable to push off a 

mitzvah for a short time, if one feels that 

by doing so its impact could in some 

way be increased (he does address why 
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Hashem was seemingly critical of 

Moshe for doing so in this case). He thus 

advised that the teacher wait for the 

Mishnayos, and the activist delay 

delivering the tefilin until he could do it 

in a more meaningful way. 

What we see from these questions, and 

R’ Zilberstein’s insightful answer, is that 

not only is there nothing wrong with 

making Torah and mitzvos exciting and 

arousing – it’s actually the correct way 

to do things! We live in an era where 

there is an abundance of fun, excitement, 

and media- overload to be found outside 

the walls of the Yeshivos and Battei 

Midrash. It’s there – and our youth are 

exposed to it (to varying degrees). If we 

don’t succeed in bringing that same (or 

more!) excitement, enthusiasm, and yes 

– fun – into Torah and mitzvos, is there 

any question as to who’s going to win 

the battle? 

There are those who bemoan today’s 

way of doing things: “Who ever heard of 

giving prizes for reviewing Mishnayos 

or Gemara; of masmidim programs with 

raffles and refreshments; of rewards for 

middos tovos and derech eretz? Why, 

when we were kids, we learned without 

any incentives – and we learned better 

than today’s kids, too!” It’s probably 

true – but that was then and this is now. 

Moshe Rabbeinu already taught us this 

lesson – if you want your words of 

Torah to have a lasting impact, you’ve 

got to deliver their message in an 

impactful manner. 

Have a good Shabbos. 

(www.Torah.org)  

Shabbos in Halacha  

 Creating a  new Entity – מוליד

 

1. The Prohibition 

 

The Accepted Ruling 

 

Lechatchilah (before the fact), we abide 

by the stringent view. Therefore, one 

should not defrost liquids in a 

particularly hot area, i.e. near a stove or 

radiator, or freeze liquids on Shabbos. 

However, bidieved (ex post facto), if an 

object was caused to liquefy or freeze, 

and one cannot replace it with a similar 

item, one may rely on the lenient view 

and use that item on Shabbos. For 

example, one should not defrost frozen 

concentrate near an oven. However, if 

this was done and no other juice is 

available, one is permitted to use the 

melted concentrate. Similarly, one 

should not make frozen ices on Shabbos. 

If it was done, however, and no other is 

available, those ices may be used.  
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)14:29( ובני ישראל הלכו ביבשה בתוך הים והמים להם חמה מימינם ומשמאלם  
The Midrash teaches (Yalkut Shimoni 234) that when the Jewish people were crossing the Red 

Sea, the prosecuting angel argued that it was inappropriate for Hashem to perform miracles on their 
behalf since they had worshipped idolatry in Egypt. This argument is difficult to understand. If their 
idolatrous practices represented a reason that Hashem shouldn’t perform miracles on their behalf, why did 
he wait until this point to make this argument instead of pressing his claim during the entire year that 
Hashem was performing the ten plagues on their behalf? 

The Meshech Chochmah answers by pointing out a curious apparent contradiction. With regard to 
commandments which are violated through actions, such as idolatry and forbidden relationships, the 
Torah prescribes an appropriate punishment, such as death, lashes, and kares (spiritual excision), for each 
transgression. On the other hand, no such punishment is given in conjunction with mitzvos that are 
transgressed through corrupt character traits, such as forbidden gossip or hating another Jew. 
 However, this dichotomy applies only to sins committed by an individual. Regarding communal 
sins, the rule is reversed. The Yerushalmi teaches (Peah 1:1) that the generation of Dovid HaMelech was 
righteous, yet they still fell in battle because they spread rumors about one another. The generation of 
Achav was full of wicked idolaters, yet they emerged successful and unscathed from their battles because 
they didn’t gossip about one another. He explains that if the nation is corrupt in idolatry or adultery, 
Hashem still dwells among them in the midst of their spiritual impurity, but if they are stricken with bad 
character traits, He metaphorically abandons them to return to the Heavens.  

Because of the communal severity of interpersonal sins, the first Temple was destroyed for the 
cardinal sins of murder, idolatry, and forbidden relationships, yet it was rebuilt relatively quickly. The 
second Temple was destroyed for the sin of gossip and baseless hatred, and has yet to be rebuilt (Yoma 
9b). Similarly, Hashem forgave the Jewish people for the sin of idolatrously worshipping the golden calf, 
but He didn’t forgive them for the sin of the spies, which involved negative speech and a lack of 
gratitude, and decreed that they would die in the wilderness as a result. 
 With this introduction, the Meshech Chochmah explains that in Egypt, the Jewish people were 
steeped in the 49th level of spiritual impurity and worshipped idolatry just like the Egyptians. 
Nevertheless, they had one saving grace, in that they dwelled peacefully and didn’t gossip about one 
another (Vayikra Rabbah 32:5). As a result, Hashem forgave their other communal sins and miraculously 
performed the plagues to bring about their salvation, and the prosecuting angel had no grounds for his 
argument.  

However, when they were trapped at the Red Sea by the pursuing Egyptians, the Midrash (Yalkut 
Shimoni 233) teaches that they divided into four groups who fought about the appropriate strategy. Only 
at this time, when the Jewish nation lacked unity, was the prosecuting angel able to argue that they should 
be judged for their individual sins, such as idolatry, and Hashem should not perform further miracles on 
their behalf. In these difficult times for our nation, let us strengthen ourselves in our pursuit of unity and 
love for our fellow Jews, and in that merit, Hashem should perform miracles for us just as He did for our 
ancestors in Egypt. 
 
 

 ויאמר אם שמוע תשמע לקול ד' אלקיך והישר בעיניו תעשה והאזנת למצותיו ושמרת
)15:26כל חקיו כל המחלה אשר שמתי במצרים לא אשים עליך כי אני ד' רפאך (   

 After the Jewish people crossed the Yam Suf, they came to Marah, where Hashem told them that 
if they observe His commandments and decrees, He will not afflict them with any of the diseases with 
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which He struck the Egyptians, for He is Hashem our Healer. This is difficult to understand, for if 
Hashem will not strike us with any illnesses, why do we need Him to heal us? 
 Rav Mordechai Druk explains Hashem’s promise based on an incident that took place when Rav 
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach was once hospitalized. As Rav Shlomo Zalman was speaking to his doctor, he 
explained that he was experiencing painful יסורים. However, the doctor did not understand what he was 
saying, as the word יסורים is a Talmudic term that is not used in modern Hebrew.  

Rav Shlomo Zalman clarified that he had כאבים, which is the modern Hebrew word for aches, but 
after this exchange, he began wondering why the term יסורים is used to connote suffering. He recalled the 
verse in Parshas Eikev (Devorim 8:5), in which we are told כי כאשר ייסר איש את בנו ד' אלקיך מיסרך – 
Just as a father will chastise his son, so too does Hashem your G-d chastise you.  

The Torah is teaching us that when we find ourselves in pain, it is important to remember that 
Hashem is our loving Father in Heaven, and when He causes a person to suffer, it is always for a specific 
purpose, just as a human parent would never punish his child for no reason. This explains why 
challenging circumstances are described as יסורים, an allusion to our recognition that they emanate from 
our loving Father and are intended for our benefit. 
 With this introduction, Rav Mordechai Druk explains that when Hashem punished the Egyptians, 
it did not serve any function other than to punish them. Accordingly, when Hashem informed the Jewish 
people that He would not afflict them with the diseases He placed upon the Egyptians, He was not saying 
that we will never experience illness and adversity – for we certainly do – but rather that He will never 
strike us with harship solely for the object of punishing us. As proof of this, Hashem concludes by 
identifying Himself as our Healer, which is His way of telling us that any difficulties we experience are in 
reality יסורים tailor-made by our loving Father for the purpose of curing and improving us. 
 
 

 ויאמר משה אלהם איש אל יותר ממנו עד בקר ולא שמעו אל משה ויותרו
):20-1916אנשים ממנו עד בקר וירם תולעים ויבאש ויקצף עלהם משה (   

 Despite Moshe’s clear instructions not to leave any Manna over from one day to the next, Rashi 
writes that Dasan and Aviram disobeyed his command. In the morning, their surplus Manna became 
infested with worms that created a terrible stench. Seemingly, this was a positive development, for it 
tangibly demonstrated to the Jewish people what will happen if they do not follow Moshe’s instructions, 
yet the Torah records that Moshe got angry at Dasan and Aviram. Since Moshe was the humblest person 
on the face of the earth (Bamidbar 12:3), his reaction was certainly not due to the personal slight, so what 
caused him to respond in this manner? 
 The Gemora in Yoma (76a) questions why Hashem didn’t provide an annual supply of Manna 
once a year, and it explains that receiving only a small ration of Manna each day served to increase the 
Jewish people’s trust in Hashem by making them constantly dependent on Him for their sustenance. As 
such, the Meshech Chochmah suggests that until this incident, the Jews were tempted daily to preserve 
some of their Manna to ensure they would have food to eat on the following day. Yet every single Jew 
passed this test each day and obeyed Moshe’s instructions to consume their entire portion of Manna, even 
though doing so meant waking up in the morning to a bare cupboard in the middle of a barren desert, for 
they all blindly trusted Hashem to continue providing for them. 
 However, once Dasan and Aviram defied Moshe’s orders and tried to leave over some of their 
Manna to eat the next day, only to have it spoil, Moshe understood that the other Jews would no longer 
have their daily struggles. From this point onward, they would realize that they might as well eat their 
entire allotment of Manna each day, because anything they attempted to save for the following day would 
be rendered inedible and go to waste.  

As a result, their fulfillment of Moshe’s command not to leave over any Manna would no longer 
be motivated by pure faith and trust in Hashem, but rather by a practical recognition that they would not 
gain anything by doing so. It was the loss of this tremendous communal merit and closeness to Hashem 
triggered by Dasan and Aviram’s defiance that caused Moshe to get angry at them. 
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Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources that discuss them): 
 

1) In the blessing said in the morning following Krias Shema, we say  וים סוף בקעת וזדים טבעת
 and You split the Sea of Reeds, and You – וידידים העברת ויכסו מים צריהם אחד מהם לא נותר
drowned the wicked sinners, and You brought across Your dear ones, and the water covered their 
oppressors, and not a single one of them remained. Why is it written in a manner which seems far 
from chronologically accurate? (Siddur Rokeach, Moshav Z’keinim, Taam V’Daas) 

2) In which verse in Parshas Beshalach do five consecutive words start with the same letter? 
3) The Gemora in Yoma (75a) teaches that with the exception of 5 tastes, the Manna tasted like 

whatever one wanted it to taste like. Did the person eating it need to state the taste that he desired, 
or was it sufficient merely to think it? (Shemos Rabbah 25:3, Moshav Z’keinim Bamidbar 11:8) 

4) Rashi writes (Shemos 17:16) that ה-י  is considered an incomplete name of Hashem’s, as it is 
missing the final two letters ( ה-ו ) until Amalek is completely obliterated. The Gemora in Sotah 
(17a) states that if a husband and wife are meritorious, the Divine Presence will dwell between 
them. Rashi there explains that the Hebrew word for man (איש) contains the letter י from 
Hashem’s name and the word for woman (אשה) contains the letter ה from Hashem’s name. Why 
does Rashi seem to imply that even in the best-case scenario, a righteous and loving couple will 
only merit the dwelling in their home of an incomplete name of Hashem? (Darash Moshe) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Moshav Z'keinim explains that when the Egyptians chased the Jewish people into the Sea of 
Reeds, Hashem transformed the ground under them into muddy clay, which caused them to sink and 
prevented them from pursuing the fleeing Jews. Only after the Jewish people had safely emerged onto dry 
land did Hashem instruct Moshe to return the waters to their normal position, at which time the Egyptians 
drowned. In light of this, the wording of our prayers is accurate, as Hashem first split the sea for us, then 
caused the Egyptians to sink into the ground, then brought us through the water onto dry land, and finally 
covered the Egyptians with the water and drowned them. Rav Moshe Shternbuch adds that Hashem did 
this to enable them to cross through the sea calmly without needing to worry about the possibility that the 
Egyptians would catch up to them. Alternatively, the Rokeach writes that when the water split, it first 
traveled throughout Egypt and drowned the wicked Egyptians who remained behind. After the Jews 
crossed through onto dry land, the water then returned to drown the Egyptians who had pursued them into 
the sea, which explains our twofold reference to the Egyptians drowning as well as the order of events. 
 
2) In Shiras Hayam (15:9), the Jewish people used 5 consecutive words that begin with the letter אמר  :א
 ”.The enemy declared, “I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide plunder – אויב ארדף אשיג אחלק שלל
 
3) The Midrash quotes a dispute about this very question. The Moshav Z’keinim maintains that one had 
to verbalize the desired taste, arguing that if thought was sufficient, there would be no need to “cook” 
one’s Manna before Shabbos as they were commanded to do (16:23), as there would be no problem 
cooking it through thought on Shabbos. 
 
4) Rav Moshe Feinstein suggests that Hashem initially blesses a couple with only part of His name in 
order to give them a foundation on which to build and expand, but they must be cognizant of the fact that 
this level is incomplete, and it is up to them to complete Hashem’s name and bring His blessing into their 
home through their actions. 
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In the early 1980’s The shiur was an immediate success 
and grew every year. Decades later…

A few years later at the 
wedding of this talmid’s child…

A few minutes later…
Mazel Tov!! I 

apologize but I’m too 
weak to come out…I 
just came to bench 

you and show you my 
gratitude…

My Rebbe’s 
amazing hakoras 

hatov will never be 
forgotten!

Please Rebbe, 
Lomah nigorah… Why 
should we lose out? 
I don’t understand 
Yiddish…and Rebbe’s 
shiur is in Yiddish!

If so, can you 
possibly find a few 

more bochurim please. 
IY”H I will start a 

new shiur in loshon 
hakodesh!

Tatte, the Rebbe, 
R’ Refael is asking 

you to come 
outside!

It’s not possible… 
it’s someone else. I 
know how sick Rebbe 

is. He can’t walk 
anymore…

Gut Shabbos Rebbe! Please 
sit down… Thank you for coming 
to the shalom zachor! … Rebbe I 
have a problem. Because I love 

rebbe and want to learn his 
torah reasoning…

Rebbe, I knew how 
difficult this walk would 
be. Yesterday I came to 
beg Rebbe not to come!

My beloved talmid, I 
came because I am forever 
grateful for the new shiur 
that you started over 20 

years ago!

טw שבט   1937-2016   5698-5776

R' Refael ַזַצ״ל was born in the town of Mir, Poland, to R' Chaim Leib Shmuelevitz יר ,ַזַצ״ל יַבת מִׁ  and ,רֹאׁש ְיׁשִׁ
Chana Miriam ע״ה, the daughter of R' Leizer Yudel Finkel יר ,ַזַצ״ל יַבת מִׁ  As a young child during .רֹאׁש ְיׁשִׁ
World War II, he traveled with יר יַבת מִׁ  and ended up in Shanghai. After 5 plus years, he emigrated ְיׁשִׁ
with his family first to the United States, and then, half a year later, to ְשָרֵאל  In 1964, he married .ֶאֶרץ יִׁ
Edna the daughter of R' Avraham Farbstein יַבת ֶחְברֹון ,ַזַצ״ל יָרה Until his father’s .רֹאׁש ְיׁשִׁ  'in 1979, R ְפטִׁ
Refael served as a עּור יד ׁשִׁ ם at ַמגִׁ יַבת ֶחְברֹון ְירּוָׁשַליִׁ יָרה After R' Chaim’s .ְיׁשִׁ יר in ַר״ם he served as  ,ְפטִׁ יַבת מִׁ  ְיׁשִׁ
until the יָרה יָבה in 1990. R' Refael was then appointed joint ַזַצ״ל of R' Beinish Finkel ְפטִׁ יַבת  of רֹאׁש ְיׁשִׁ ְיׁשִׁ
יר ּדֹות טֹובֹות His exemplary .ַזַצ״ל along with R' Nosson Tzvi Finkel מִׁ ם and מִׁ ְרַאת ָׁשַמיִׁ  was matched only by יִׁ
his brilliant and encyclopedic ּתֹוָרה knowledge. R' Refael was the leading editor of the Encyclopedia 
Talmudis, and He left behind Several thousand pages of his ּדּוֵׁשי ּתֹוָרה  from which many volumes of חִׁ

עּוֵרי ַרב ְרָפֵאל  .have been published ַׁש״ס on ׁשִׁ

 

Tatte, the Rebbe said, 
“Please come to the 

car! He cannot stay out 
for too long…Please…

Please…”

what!?! Rebbe’s 
really here… I must 

rush out now….

Sure, please 
ask…
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ֶזה ֵקִלי ְוַאְנֵוהּו ֱאֹלֵקי ָאִבי ַוֲאֹרְמֶמְנהּו )ְשמֹות טו:ב(. …   
 This is my G-d and I will glorify Him; the G-d of my fathers 
and I will exalt Him. 
 The ְגָמָרא derives from here the idea of "beautifying 
ourselves before Him though our aesthetically pleasing performance of 
 a ,סּוָכה make before Me a beautiful ,ֶאְתרֹוג Acquire a beautiful :ִמְצֹות
beautiful ֵסֶפר ּתֹוָרה, beautiful ְּתִפִלין, and so forth" (:ַשָבת קלג). This is the 
source for the general concept of ִהּדּור ִמְצָוה. 
 Not only does the ּתֹוָרה expect us to fulfill the ִמְצֹות, there is 
an additional aspect of fulfillment that involves carrying out the ִמְצָוה 
in the most beautiful way possible. Even though one can buy a pair of 
 buying an exceptionally nice pair of ,ָכֵשר for $300-$400 that are ְּתִפִלין
 and exquisite writing on beautiful [housings] ַבִּתים with exquisite ְּתִפִלין
parchment can cost upward of $1,000. There is an obligation to spend 
up to 1/3 more to do ִמְצֹות in a more beautiful way than fulfilling those 
same ִמְצֹות with the bare minimum. All this is derived from the words 
 .ֶזה ֵקִלי ְוַאְנֵוהּו ֱאֹלֵקי ָאִבי ַוֲאֹרְמֶמְנהּו
 One may ask: Why here? Why is specifically this the time and 
place that the ּתֹוָרה decides to inform us of this concept of beautifying 
ourselves before Him with our performance of ִמְצֹות? It does not seem 
that it really fits into the context of ִשיַרת ַהָים. 
 R' Tzvi Cheshin tells us that the (ָאבֹות ה:ה) ִמְשָנה says 10 ִנִסים 
were done for our fathers at ַים סּוף. The ַבְרְטנּוָרא and ּתֹוָספֹות יֹום טֹוב 
proceed to list them: The Sea became like a tent (with protection from 
above) and the Jews entered into the midst of it; the sea bed was dry 
and firm without being muddy; and so on... 

 The question is, why were all these miracles necessary? With 
the Egyptians on their tails and nowhere to go, ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל would have 
been perfectly satisfied with the "mere" splitting of the sea! No one 
would have complained if there was not a tent of protective water 
over their heads or if the ground was still a little muddy. Nine of the 
ten miracles were most likely superfluous. All they really needed was 
"split the Sea and let's get out of here." Why did ד׳ add all these 
flourishes to the basic miracle? They were basically a form of  ִהּדּור
 When I do something for My Nation, I want it to be first class! I" .ִמְצָוה
do not want to just 'get by.' I want it to be as nice as possible." There-
fore, it makes a great deal of sense that this is the source from which 
we learn that when you do a ִמְצָוה, you do it right; you make it 
beautiful. It is because that is how ד׳ treated us.  
 When we buy someone a present, it is a sign that we appre-
ciate him. We put it in a beautiful box. We want the presentation to be 
as nice as possible. We do not just take the gift out of our pocket and 
say, "Here is a present!" We get a nice box and have it wrapped very 
nicely – with a ribbon and a bow – which costs a few more dollars. 
Who cares? The recipient of the gift! These extra flourishes beyond the 
basic gift are done to demonstrate how much we love and appreciate 
the recipient. 
 The splitting of ַים סּוף showed us how much ד׳ loves us.  ִהּדּור
 etc. – is intended to ,ֶאְתרֹוג the beautiful ,ְּתִפִלין the beautiful – ִמְצָוה
show ד׳ how much we love Him! 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll)  

TorahThoughts

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

רּוְך  ר׳ ַזְלַמן born in Zhetl, Lithuania, to ,ַזַצ״ל Sorotzkin ר׳ בָּ
(Lutzker ב ה and (רָּ רָּ  ,(s daughter’ַזַצ״ל Gordon ר׳ ֱאִליֶעֶזר) שָּ
learned under ן ַוֶסְרַמן הי״ד נָּ  in Baranovich, and then ר׳ ֶאְלחָּ

learned under רּוְך בֶער  in Kamenitz. In 1940, he married ַזַצ״ל Lebovitz ר׳ בָּ
ֵחל ק daughter of ,רָּ ם ִיְצחָּ הָּ ב Telsher) ַזַצ״ל Bloch ר׳ ַאְברָּ ה and רָּ  Just .(רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיבָּ
before WWII, they escaped to the USA and settled in Cleveland, joining his 
wife’s uncles ר׳ ֵאִליָּהּו ֵמִאיר Bloch ַזַצ״ל and ְרְדַכי  ,In 1964 .ַזַצ״ל Katz ר׳ ַחִיים מָּ
along with R' Gifter ַזַצ״ל, he assumed responsibility of the ה  With his .ְיִׁשיבָּ
dynamic personality, he was מֹוֵסר ֶנֶפׁש to rebuild ה ֶאֶרץ  in America and ּתֹורָּ
ֵאל ִאי Until his last days, he was very active with .ִיְשרָּ ה ,ִחּנּוְך ַעְצמָּ ה ּוְמסֹורָּ  ּתֹורָּ
and being a member of the  ה   .מֹוֶעֶצת ְגדֹוֵלי ַהּתֹורָּ

 י״ג שבט
5677 — 5739 
1917 — 1979 

 In his  ד  'R ,ַזַצ״ל on R' Boruch Sorotzkin ֶהְספֵּ
Shneur Kotler ַזַצ״ל referred to him as an   ִאיׁש
ל ב׳, כג:כ ) ַחי ַרב ְפָעִלים   a dynamic ,(ְׁשמּואֵּ
person who was full of life — he worked 
for the ְכַלל, never thinking about 
himself. R' Boruch would accompany R' 
Shneur when he went to Cleveland to 
meet with potential donors for his 
 Someone asked R' Boruch if this .ְיִׁשיָבה
might interfere with his own efforts for 
Telshe ְיִׁשיָבה. Surprised by the thought, R' Boruch 
explained, "We both work for the same Boss." 

kg"b rw nav hux; bjnhv ci vrc nbjo mch zm"k

& in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Shuli Lowy

By the Eisenstadt Family -
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Still Time LeftLiving   Torahwith 
the

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ה… ה ַעְבּדֹו. ָאז ָיִשיר ֺמשֶׁ )ְשמֹות יד: לא, טו: א(.… ַוַיֲאִמינּו ַבד׳ ּוְבֺמשֶׁ  
  … they had faith in ד׳ and ה ה His servant. Then ,ֺמשֶׁ  and] ֺמשֶׁ
the Children of Israel] sang… 
 is in the future tense ָיִשיר points out that the word ַרִש״י 
[will sing]. This futuristic wording is an allusion in the ּתֹוָרה for  ְּתִחַית
ִתים  .the revival of the dead, when we will sing once again ,ַהמֵּ
 The first Modzitzer Rebbe, אל ְזקֵּ  of Kuzmir, explains ר׳ ְיחֶׁ
that at the time of ְקִריַעת ַים סּוף there was such clarity that ל  ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ
actually saw ד׳ — there was no need for ֱאמּוָנה, faith. The fact that the 
ל mentions that ּתֹוָרה ה and in ד׳ in ֱאמּוָנה had ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ  must be a ֺמשֶׁ
reference to another time of redemption requiring ֱאמּוָנה. That is the 
time of the final ְגאּוָלה, with  ַָמִשיח and ִתים     .ְּתִחַית ַהמֵּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Looking over the ְתרֹוג  one more time, Meir decided that it אֶׁ
looked good, but he still wanted to take it to be checked by his ִבי  ,רֶׁ
the well-known Rav Zalman Baharan in ָאה ְשָעִרים  Rav Zalman had .מֵּ
helped to establish ָאה ְשָעִרים  and was a renowned expert on מֵּ
ְתרֹוִגים  .אֶׁ
 It was the day after יֹום ִכּפּור and there was a lot of work to 
be done for the upcoming יֹום טֹוב. Rav Zalman was a busy man, so 
Meir  had  to  stop  by  several  times  before  he  found  him  at 
home. Finally, he took out his ְתרֹוג  ,and showed it to Rav Zalman אֶׁ
waiting in eager anticipation for the final word on his purchase. Meir 
thought that Rav Zalman would probably find it perfectly acceptable 
since the ְתרֹוג  was almost entirely clean of any dots, black or אֶׁ
otherwise, with beautiful, almost symmetric furrows that ran up the 
entire ְתרֹוג  .It seemed perfect .אֶׁ
 Upon close inspection, however, Rav Zalman found that 
something was wrong. One of the tiny scratches on the ְתרֹוג  ran אֶׁ
deeper than just a natural crevice. Looking a bit more closely, he 
concluded that the ְתרֹוג  s scratches were a problem. Finally he told’אֶׁ
Meir that the ְתרֹוג  one would ,ִמְדאֹוַרְיָתא but ,ִמְדַרָבָנן would be valid אֶׁ
not be able to fulfill his obligation with it. 
 That year, the first day of סּוכֹות came out on ַשָבת; 

therefore, everyone was exempt from using the ַאְרַבע ִמיִנים on the 
first day of יֹום טֹוב. The ּתֹוָרה’s requirement regarding the use of the 
 applies only to the first day; after that, the obligation is ַאְרַבע ִמיִנים
only ִמְדַרָבָנן. Meir was satisfied that although his ְתרֹוג  was valid only אֶׁ
 .it would suffice in a year such as this one ,ִמְדַרָבָנן
 Meir was relieved; he felt it unnecessary to aspire to the 
higher level of requirement determined by the ּתֹוָרה. Upon seeing and 
hearing   Meir’s   reaction,   Rav   Zalman   burst   into   tears.   Meir 
immediately realized that Rav Zalman was clearly disappointed in the 
lack of importance Meir had placed on the ִמְצָוה and the fact that he 
was “fine” with using an ְתרֹוג  Not .ִמְדַרָבָנן that was permissible אֶׁ
wanting to disappoint his ִבי  he apologized for his reaction and tried ,רֶׁ
to explain that this was a difficult year to find exceptionally beautiful 
kosher ְתרֹוִגים  .אֶׁ
 But Meir had read Rav Zalman completely wrong. In fact, 
when he heard what was bothering Rav Zalman, he realized not only 
what an exalted level Rav Zalman was on, but also how much he, 
Meir, had to grow in his ֲעבֹוַדת ד׳. 
 “Do you realize that there are three days left until סּוכֹות? 
This means that since you are happy with an ְתרֹוג  that is only kosher אֶׁ
 in ֲעבֹוָדה and the ָמִשיחַ  you are not truly awaiting the coming of ִמְדַרָבָנן
the ית ַהִמְקָּדש  ַרְמַב״ם happening within the next three days! The בֵּ
writes that one must be ָיבֹוא ה ְבָכל יֹום שֶׁ  one needs to wait for ,ְמַחכֶׁ
  !he can arrive at any moment — ָמִשיחַ 
 “When the ית ַהִמְקָּדש ַאְרַבע  of ִמְצָוה is rebuilt, then the בֵּ
  ”.ִמְדַרָבָנן and will no longer be סּוכֹות will apply all seven days of ִמיִנים
 Finally Rav Zalman burst into tears again. “Oy … מַײן ִקינד! 
How can you think that  ַָמִשיח is not coming before יֹום טֹוב?” 
 Meir took his ְתרֹוג  back from Rav Zalman and watched as אֶׁ
his ִבי ִבי wept. There was no question that his רֶׁ  s’ָמִשיחַ  longed for רֶׁ
coming every day and wanted everyone to feel the same. 
Perhaps if we did, then it would happen! 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 4 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

FocusonMiddos
Dear  Talmid, 
 R' Boruch Sorotzkin ַזַצ״ל was the 
address for many communal, national and interna-
tional organizations. ַיֲעֹקב learned with R' Boruch 
in his home for 2nd  ֵסֶדר. He described their 
sessions using R' Aharon Kotler ַזַצ״ל’s analogy for 
explaining why  ד׳ silenced all sounds at  ַמַתן תֹוָרה — 
to teach us that to be successful in  תֹוָרה, while one 
is learning he must shut off the outside world. 
When they were learning, R' Boruch completely 
forgot all his personal and  ַלל  issues and focused כְּ
solely on the learning. 
 Once, in the middle of a fiery exchange 
about a ַשט ָב״א in a פְּ יָבה the ,ֵביָצה in ַרשְּ שִׁ  רֹאש יְּ
received an urgent call from a ָגדֹול. The 
Rebbetzen understood that for this he would 
want her to interrupt his learning. R' Boruch 
accepted the phone and for the next 20 

minutes he carried on an intense conversation 
with the ָגדֹול. 
 ,heard only one side of the call ַיֲעֹקב 
but he understood from the responses that it 
related to opening a כֹוֵלל in the Midwest. The  
 and asked יּונגֶעלַײט was sending 5 of his ָגדֹול
that the יָבה שִׁ  from ָחשּובֶע יּונגֶעלַײט send 5 רֹאש יְּ
Telz. The timing was difficult. The יָבה שִׁ  'R ,רֹאש יְּ
Gifter ַזַצ״ל, had just gone with 20  ָחשּובֶע
ים ידִׁ מִׁ ֶאֶרץ  to open the Telz-Stone branch in ַתלְּ
ָרֵאל שְּ  .יִׁ
 R' Boruch argued, explaining, “ י דִׁ
יֶע! יז ַא דּורְך ַא שװֶערֶע ָאפֶערַאצִׁ יָבה אִׁ שִׁ  The — יְּ
יָבה שִׁ  ”!has just undergone a major operation יְּ
Not satisfied, the caller begged for at least 2 or 
 Each time R' Boruch intensely .יּונגֶעלַײט 3
answered, “!יקן ישט שִׁ ׳קֶען נִׁ  !No! No — נֵײן! נֵײן! מִׁ

We can’t send!” Sweating profusely, he finally 
ended the call. 
 As he was hanging up the phone, he 
turned to ַיֲעֹקב excitedly. " ישט —ַיֲענקל יְך נִׁ ין אִׁ בִׁ
וּו ַאנדֶערש קֶען מֶען  ?Am I not right — גֶערֶעכט?
ָב״א? ין דֶער ַרשְּ ַשט אִׁ  How else can you – לֶערנן פְּ
learn ַשט ָב״א in the פְּ  ;was taken aback ַיֲעֹקב ”?ַרשְּ
the יָבה שִׁ  was not talking about the phone רֹאש יְּ
call … he right back in the ָב״א  !ַרשְּ
 My יד מִׁ  realized that although ַיֲעֹקב ,ַתלְּ
he had the ָב״א  in front of him, his mind was ַרשְּ
on the phone conversation; the יָבה שִׁ  was רֹאש יְּ
on the phone, but his mind was on the ָב״א  … ַרשְּ
he still had much to learn from his י  s focus’ֶרבִׁ
on learning and ַאֲהַבת ַהתֹוָרה. 

רֹו ָברּוְך! כְּ י זִׁ הִׁ       יְּ
ידּות דִׁ יְּ י Your  ,בְּ  ֶרבִׁ

Story heard directly from R’ Yaakov שליט״א 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ָמא:  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ָבט ׁשְ ֶהֱחָינוּ, טוּ ּבִ ׁשֶ

Halacha 
Corner

When eating a variety of fruits, a fruit that is from the  ְבַעת שִׁ
ים ינִׁ   .takes precedence over other fruits that are not ַהמִׁ
If one has 2 fruits from the ים ינִׁ ְבַעת ַהמִׁ  one should eat ,שִׁ

from the one closer to the word ֶאֶרץ in the סּוק ים ) פָּ רִׁ ְדבָּ
ה ּו (ח:ח טָּ ש… ֶאֶרץ חִׁ ּמֹון ֶאֶרץ ֵזית ֶשֶמן ּוְדבָּ …ְוֶגֶפן ּוְתֵאנָּה ְורִׁ  
(olives, date [honey], grapes, figs, pomegranates). 

The 5th Annual Pirchei
 This is the fourth week of the eight weeks of the 5th International ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם ת״ת contest. It is not too late to become a part of this amazing ִקּדּוׁש ד׳. 
Simply send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email to thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com signed by a parent  – include your grade, name, school, city, state, contact 
and fax #, and which ה שָּ רָּ  :Below are the current contestants .ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים Participants will be entered in a raffle for a beautiful set of .פָּ
Grade 1 – Avraham Baraka, Yitzchok Baraka, Avraham Tebele; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe A Gelfand; Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Eliyahu Levi Allakhverdov; Ashi 
Bistricer,  Shlomo Botknecht,  Menachem Danziger,  Nosson Zvi Daimond,  Aryeh Davis,  Baruch Deutsch,  Avromi Drillick,  Binyomin Elkon,  Simcha Feder,  Reuven 
Ferziger, Yosef Shalom Fireworker, Yosef Finkelstein, Yona Fischer, Shalom Friedman, Yitzchok Friedman, Dovid Yechiel Ghershenzon, Meir Ghershenzon, Moshe 
Herbstman,  Avi Idler,  Zvu Aaron Koff,  Avi Korinsky,  Aryeh Leib Landsberg,  Uriel Lasry,  Shai Ledereich,  Tzvi Yehuda Lederer,  Moshe Leshem,  Boruch Leshkowitz, 
Eliyahu Levy, Dovi Lewin, Binyomin Milstein, Yaakov Yosef Moradi, Shlomo Ridiker, Yehuda Rosenzweig, Dovi Shain, Yehuda Silberberg, Eliyahu Warman, Yaakov 
Weiss, Noam Weisel, Izzy Weissman, Shimon Yukhanov; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Mishael Mordechai Gantz; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Chaim Yitzchok Levy; Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yaakov Zakheim; Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; Chaim Yeshaya Peker; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Pinchos Pinter; Yeshiva Damesek 
Eliezer; Lakewood, NJ; Yaakov Eliyahu Neiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok, Baltimore, MD; Meir Nockenofsky, Menachem Mendel Smith; Yeshiva 
M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Avi Scherer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH.  
Grade 2 – Moshe Amshalem, Shmuel Amshalem, Aviel Bazargan, Noam Brown, Matis Burstein, Yitzchak Gelb, Menachem Shalom Gottesman, Daniel  Leichuk, 
Kalmy Obermeister, Chaim Yaakov Stern, Shmuel Weiss; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Avraham Haber, Moshe Lagnado, Yoshiyahu Mograby, Moshe Weiss;  Yeshivat 
Ateret Torah;  Emanuel Babazadeh, Menachem Breuer, Yoel Boruch Czeisler, Efraim Fireworker, Avi Goldburd, Yissochor Berish Gross, Orie Joudai, Asher Katz, 
Shlomo Dov Kelman, Efraim Khaimov, Moshe Klein, Tzvi Landau, Azriel Laufer, Shmuel Lebovits, Moshe Mandelman, Binyamin Minzer, Yehuda Ridiker, Ahron Meir 
Safier, Eliyahu Meir Schilit, Yoseph Shafer, Shmuel Weingarten, Hillel Werzberger, Daniel Shlomo Yifat; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Pinchas Becker; Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah, Far Rockaway, NY; Amrom Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Shneur Aronovitch; Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; Flushing, NY; Shmuel 
Khaver; Talmudical Academy; Baltimore, MD; Shmuel Uziel Feifer, Yisroel Moshe Weinberg; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Pinny Adlerstein, Yehudah 
Ceder, Shlomo Nosson Fishleder, Naftali Geldman, Aharon Jaspan, Yehoshua Mann, Avi Segal; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 3 – Mordecahi Nass, Chaim Yishaya Sussman, Naftali Wrotzlovsky; The Cheder; Yehoshua Berger, Adam Davydov, Eitan Ganchrow, Boruch Goldfein, Tzvi 
Simcha Harmen, Yehoshuah Katz, Dani Kertzner, Azriel Meir Malek, Yonah Moster, Rafi Mostofsky, Eliyahu Meir Simon, Moishe Zimmerman; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; 
Eliyahu Nakash; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Yisroel Kaplan; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Binyomin Greenberg; Yeshiva 
Torah Temimah; Chaim Aschendorf, Chaim Bash, Efrayim Cohn, Moshe Cywiak, Simcha  Fireworker, Binyomin Zev Florans, Avi Grossberger, Aharon Horowitz, 
Shalom Kelman, Chaim Lederer, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Effie Neuman, Avrohom Aharon Perl, Aryeh Pollak, Chagai Saadon, Yitzchak Schlaff, 
Avrohom Silbert,  Mordechai Slomovics,  Dovid Tessler,  Aaron Avrohom Vaiselberg,  Nesanel Chaim Vaiselberg,  Avi Weiss,  Moshe Werzberger,  Dovi Worenklein, 
Nosson Meir Yaiche;  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn, NY;  Pinchas Becker;  Yeshiva Darchei Torah;  Far Rockaway, NY;  Levi Berkowitz;  Fallsburg Cheder School; 
Fallsburg, NY;  Avi Abramson,  Yitzchok Attar,  Yakov Belsky,  Avrohom Shmuel Edelman,  Mordechai  Esrig,  Yehuda Garfunkel,  Yaakov Chaim Goldman,  Yaakov 
Morgenstern,  Zev Portnoy;  Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok;  Yaakov Zev Greenfield;  Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim;  Baltimore, MD;  Avraham Rupp;  Yeshiva Shaarei Tzion; 
Edison, NJ; Avraham Rupp; Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Chaim Yeshaya Peker; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Dovid Barkin, Tzvi Yehuda Eisen, Binyomin Zev Friedman, Shmuel 
Metzger; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Binyomin Zorach Feder; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Refoel Smith; Yeshiva M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Yehuda Zev Markowitz; 
Torah Day School; Dallas, TX.  
Grade 4 – Moshe Dahan, Yehuda Obermeister, Zev Yankovich; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Aharon Taibi; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe Ariel, Shmuel Eliezer Baumann, 
Moshe Bentzion Blum,  Moshe Brachfeld,  Yudi Breuer,  Yechezkel Drillick,  Yisrael Drillick,  Mayer Farkas,  Shimi Fireworker,  Aaron Fried,  Shmuel Hirsch,  Aharon 
Horowitz, Isser Zalmen Itzkowitz, Nosson Tzvi Kamins, Dovi Katz, Zisha Katzenstein, Yechiel Ledereich, Zevi Leshkowitz, Avrohom Zev Levitin, Dovy Levy, Akiva 
Lieberman, Mordechai Neuman, Ahron Oberlander, Avrohom Mordechai Paneth, Yaakov Paneth, Dovid Rubenstein, Yisroel Silberberg, Moshe Yehoshua Stern, 
Yaacov Weiss, Sruli Yifat; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Motti Berkowitz, Mordechai Edelson, Avrohom Felder, Elimelech G. Hendler, Yehuda Leib Kalatsky, 
Yossi Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Moshe Dovid Berger; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Shauli Brandman, Eli Cohen, Feivel Cohen, 
Binyomin Dafner, Shmuel Hollander, Noam Nudell, Avi Lubowsky, Aron Tzvi Papoff, Simcha Perlman, Zevy Pinkus, Moshe Reiss, Moshe Wolf, Meir Zucker; Yeshiva 
Tiferes Tzvi;  Chicago, IL;  Elimelech Friedman,  Yehuda Grunwald,  Gavriel Mirkin,  Simcha Neuberger;  Yeshivas Chofeitz Chaim;  Avrohom Alter,  Dovi Feldman, 
Binyamin Kroll, Moishe Rosen; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Tzvi Aryeh Altschuller, Shmuel Dovid Friedman, Mordechai Shlomo Smith; Yeshiva M’kor 
Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Yosef Yitzchok Baras, Shragi Mann, Dovid Simcha Pfeffer, Aaron Pressman, Yossi Scherer, Azriel Singer, Chaim Weinrib; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; 
Cincinnati, OH; Yossi Dessler, Azaria Feldman, Mayer Gancz, Dovid Goldman, Shlomo Goldstein, Yishai Wolf; Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Chaim Feifer, Meir 
Klugmann; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Lev Shalom Sagal, Naftali Skaist; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX; Shimon Ehrentrau; Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 5 – Meir Nass;  The Cheder;  Avi Getter,  Dovi Lerner,  Zevi Melcer,  Yakov Asher Moster;  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Boruch Kaplan;  Yeshiva Karlin Stolin;  Yehuda 
Goldstein, Eliyohu Helberg; Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Shmuel Dovid Anflick, Menachem Mendel Berniker, Yehuda Geller, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Ari Korsinsky, 
Yaacov Yehuda Kramer, Yerachmiel Lasker, Dov Levy, Dovi Mendelovitz, Yakov Perl, Yosef Menachem Smith, Moshe Yehoshua Stern, Dovi Werner, Shmuel 
Werzberger; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Tzvi Jurkansky, Yisroel Moskovitz; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Shmuel Alexander Eichenstein, Ahron 
Hirsch, Avraham Katz, Azriel Musman, Zecharia Oratz, Meir Moshe Sinaei; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok, Baltimore, MD; Elazar Freedman; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; 
Cincinnati, OH;  Shimon Belsky, Yisroel Friedman, Aryeh Leib Hunger, Shmuel Dovid Katz, Yechiel Aryeh Klugmann, Yaakov Moshe Margulies, Aaron Paperman, 
Eliyahu Meir Rappaport, Moshe Chaim Rechanik, Moshe Rokowsky, Mayer Zelig Simon, Yehuda Leib Solomon, Yosef Sommer, Menachem Wainbrand, Tzvi Wenger; 
Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Chananel Abrams; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 6 – Boruch Leib Leiser; The Cheder; Avraham Netanel; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Azaria Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Eli Weichselbaum; Yeshivat 
Ateret Torah; Adiel Duchovny, Aryeh Fingerer, Shmuel Frank, Yitzchok Herskovich, Zev Katz, Ami Ledereich, Yitzy Merav, Refael  Oberlander, Yoni Solomon; Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Nachie Berger; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yehuda Schwartz; Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Shloimy Weber; Yeshiva 
RJJ;  Staten Island, NY;  Elazar Moridian;  Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok;  Baltimore, MD;  Eliezer Cohen,  Ezra Kassin;  Yeshiva Bais HaTorah;  Shmuel Frank,  Yechezkel 
Yehuda; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Chesky Chomsky; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Binyomin Schustal; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Henoch Yakov Scherer, Yonason Singer; 
Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Simcha Levovitz, Moshe Rozen; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Dov Gothelf; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 7 – Mordechai Kaplan, Eliyahu Nass; The Cheder; Menachem Manis Lang; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Binyomin Zev Helberg; Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Yeshiva 
Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Shlomo Methal; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Yehoshua Garry; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; 
Baltimore, MD; Shlomo Goldstein, Shalom Karr, Dovid Aryeh Rappaport; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Yaakov Berelowitz; Hillel Academy; Pittsburgh, PA; 
Ahron Shlomo Davis, Yisroel Pearlman, Moishie Sinason, Eli Spitzer; Mechina; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 8 – Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Moshe Levy; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Yosef Greenberg; Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; 
Yitzchok Meir Kassin; Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua Bodenstein, Nochum Tzvi Cohen, Aryeh Tzvi Dowek, Chaim Fleischer, Moshe Ahron Gruen, 
Noach Kirzner, Zevy Klein, Yaakov Kohn, Yehuda Manevich, Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Meir Sonnenschein; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH. 

í"í שובבי"ם Contest



Still Time LeftLiving   Torahwith 
the

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ה… ה ַעְבּדֹו. ָאז ָיִשיר ֺמשֶׁ )ְשמֹות יד: לא, טו: א(.… ַוַיֲאִמינּו ַבד׳ ּוְבֺמשֶׁ  
  … they had faith in ד׳ and ה ה His servant. Then ,ֺמשֶׁ  and] ֺמשֶׁ
the Children of Israel] sang… 
 is in the future tense ָיִשיר points out that the word ַרִש״י 
[will sing]. This futuristic wording is an allusion in the ּתֹוָרה for  ְּתִחַית
ִתים  .the revival of the dead, when we will sing once again ,ַהמֵּ
 The first Modzitzer Rebbe, אל ְזקֵּ  of Kuzmir, explains ר׳ ְיחֶׁ
that at the time of ְקִריַעת ַים סּוף there was such clarity that ל  ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ
actually saw ד׳ — there was no need for ֱאמּוָנה, faith. The fact that the 
ל mentions that ּתֹוָרה ה and in ד׳ in ֱאמּוָנה had ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ  must be a ֺמשֶׁ
reference to another time of redemption requiring ֱאמּוָנה. That is the 
time of the final ְגאּוָלה, with  ַָמִשיח and ִתים     .ְּתִחַית ַהמֵּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Looking over the ְתרֹוג  one more time, Meir decided that it אֶׁ
looked good, but he still wanted to take it to be checked by his ִבי  ,רֶׁ
the well-known Rav Zalman Baharan in ָאה ְשָעִרים  Rav Zalman had .מֵּ
helped to establish ָאה ְשָעִרים  and was a renowned expert on מֵּ
ְתרֹוִגים  .אֶׁ
 It was the day after יֹום ִכּפּור and there was a lot of work to 
be done for the upcoming יֹום טֹוב. Rav Zalman was a busy man, so 
Meir  had  to  stop  by  several  times  before  he  found  him  at 
home. Finally, he took out his ְתרֹוג  ,and showed it to Rav Zalman אֶׁ
waiting in eager anticipation for the final word on his purchase. Meir 
thought that Rav Zalman would probably find it perfectly acceptable 
since the ְתרֹוג  was almost entirely clean of any dots, black or אֶׁ
otherwise, with beautiful, almost symmetric furrows that ran up the 
entire ְתרֹוג  .It seemed perfect .אֶׁ
 Upon close inspection, however, Rav Zalman found that 
something was wrong. One of the tiny scratches on the ְתרֹוג  ran אֶׁ
deeper than just a natural crevice. Looking a bit more closely, he 
concluded that the ְתרֹוג  s scratches were a problem. Finally he told’אֶׁ
Meir that the ְתרֹוג  one would ,ִמְדאֹוַרְיָתא but ,ִמְדַרָבָנן would be valid אֶׁ
not be able to fulfill his obligation with it. 
 That year, the first day of סּוכֹות came out on ַשָבת; 

therefore, everyone was exempt from using the ַאְרַבע ִמיִנים on the 
first day of יֹום טֹוב. The ּתֹוָרה’s requirement regarding the use of the 
 applies only to the first day; after that, the obligation is ַאְרַבע ִמיִנים
only ִמְדַרָבָנן. Meir was satisfied that although his ְתרֹוג  was valid only אֶׁ
 .it would suffice in a year such as this one ,ִמְדַרָבָנן
 Meir was relieved; he felt it unnecessary to aspire to the 
higher level of requirement determined by the ּתֹוָרה. Upon seeing and 
hearing   Meir’s   reaction,   Rav   Zalman   burst   into   tears.   Meir 
immediately realized that Rav Zalman was clearly disappointed in the 
lack of importance Meir had placed on the ִמְצָוה and the fact that he 
was “fine” with using an ְתרֹוג  Not .ִמְדַרָבָנן that was permissible אֶׁ
wanting to disappoint his ִבי  he apologized for his reaction and tried ,רֶׁ
to explain that this was a difficult year to find exceptionally beautiful 
kosher ְתרֹוִגים  .אֶׁ
 But Meir had read Rav Zalman completely wrong. In fact, 
when he heard what was bothering Rav Zalman, he realized not only 
what an exalted level Rav Zalman was on, but also how much he, 
Meir, had to grow in his ֲעבֹוַדת ד׳. 
 “Do you realize that there are three days left until סּוכֹות? 
This means that since you are happy with an ְתרֹוג  that is only kosher אֶׁ
 in ֲעבֹוָדה and the ָמִשיחַ  you are not truly awaiting the coming of ִמְדַרָבָנן
the ית ַהִמְקָּדש  ַרְמַב״ם happening within the next three days! The בֵּ
writes that one must be ָיבֹוא ה ְבָכל יֹום שֶׁ  one needs to wait for ,ְמַחכֶׁ
  !he can arrive at any moment — ָמִשיחַ 
 “When the ית ַהִמְקָּדש ַאְרַבע  of ִמְצָוה is rebuilt, then the בֵּ
  ”.ִמְדַרָבָנן and will no longer be סּוכֹות will apply all seven days of ִמיִנים
 Finally Rav Zalman burst into tears again. “Oy … מַײן ִקינד! 
How can you think that  ַָמִשיח is not coming before יֹום טֹוב?” 
 Meir took his ְתרֹוג  back from Rav Zalman and watched as אֶׁ
his ִבי ִבי wept. There was no question that his רֶׁ  s’ָמִשיחַ  longed for רֶׁ
coming every day and wanted everyone to feel the same. 
Perhaps if we did, then it would happen! 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 4 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

FocusonMiddos
Dear  Talmid, 
 R' Boruch Sorotzkin ַזַצ״ל was the 
address for many communal, national and interna-
tional organizations. ַיֲעֹקב learned with R' Boruch 
in his home for 2nd  ֵסֶדר. He described their 
sessions using R' Aharon Kotler ַזַצ״ל’s analogy for 
explaining why  ד׳ silenced all sounds at  ַמַתן תֹוָרה — 
to teach us that to be successful in  תֹוָרה, while one 
is learning he must shut off the outside world. 
When they were learning, R' Boruch completely 
forgot all his personal and  ַלל  issues and focused כְּ
solely on the learning. 
 Once, in the middle of a fiery exchange 
about a ַשט ָב״א in a פְּ יָבה the ,ֵביָצה in ַרשְּ שִׁ  רֹאש יְּ
received an urgent call from a ָגדֹול. The 
Rebbetzen understood that for this he would 
want her to interrupt his learning. R' Boruch 
accepted the phone and for the next 20 

minutes he carried on an intense conversation 
with the ָגדֹול. 
 ,heard only one side of the call ַיֲעֹקב 
but he understood from the responses that it 
related to opening a כֹוֵלל in the Midwest. The  
 and asked יּונגֶעלַײט was sending 5 of his ָגדֹול
that the יָבה שִׁ  from ָחשּובֶע יּונגֶעלַײט send 5 רֹאש יְּ
Telz. The timing was difficult. The יָבה שִׁ  'R ,רֹאש יְּ
Gifter ַזַצ״ל, had just gone with 20  ָחשּובֶע
ים ידִׁ מִׁ ֶאֶרץ  to open the Telz-Stone branch in ַתלְּ
ָרֵאל שְּ  .יִׁ
 R' Boruch argued, explaining, “ י דִׁ
יֶע! יז ַא דּורְך ַא שװֶערֶע ָאפֶערַאצִׁ יָבה אִׁ שִׁ  The — יְּ
יָבה שִׁ  ”!has just undergone a major operation יְּ
Not satisfied, the caller begged for at least 2 or 
 Each time R' Boruch intensely .יּונגֶעלַײט 3
answered, “!יקן ישט שִׁ ׳קֶען נִׁ  !No! No — נֵײן! נֵײן! מִׁ

We can’t send!” Sweating profusely, he finally 
ended the call. 
 As he was hanging up the phone, he 
turned to ַיֲעֹקב excitedly. " ישט —ַיֲענקל יְך נִׁ ין אִׁ בִׁ
וּו ַאנדֶערש קֶען מֶען  ?Am I not right — גֶערֶעכט?
ָב״א? ין דֶער ַרשְּ ַשט אִׁ  How else can you – לֶערנן פְּ
learn ַשט ָב״א in the פְּ  ;was taken aback ַיֲעֹקב ”?ַרשְּ
the יָבה שִׁ  was not talking about the phone רֹאש יְּ
call … he right back in the ָב״א  !ַרשְּ
 My יד מִׁ  realized that although ַיֲעֹקב ,ַתלְּ
he had the ָב״א  in front of him, his mind was ַרשְּ
on the phone conversation; the יָבה שִׁ  was רֹאש יְּ
on the phone, but his mind was on the ָב״א  … ַרשְּ
he still had much to learn from his י  s focus’ֶרבִׁ
on learning and ַאֲהַבת ַהתֹוָרה. 

רֹו ָברּוְך! כְּ י זִׁ הִׁ       יְּ
ידּות דִׁ יְּ י Your  ,בְּ  ֶרבִׁ

Story heard directly from R’ Yaakov שליט״א 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ָמא:  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ָבט ׁשְ ֶהֱחָינוּ, טוּ ּבִ ׁשֶ

Halacha 
Corner

When eating a variety of fruits, a fruit that is from the  ְבַעת שִׁ
ים ינִׁ   .takes precedence over other fruits that are not ַהמִׁ
If one has 2 fruits from the ים ינִׁ ְבַעת ַהמִׁ  one should eat ,שִׁ

from the one closer to the word ֶאֶרץ in the סּוק ים ) פָּ רִׁ ְדבָּ
ה ּו (ח:ח טָּ ש… ֶאֶרץ חִׁ ּמֹון ֶאֶרץ ֵזית ֶשֶמן ּוְדבָּ …ְוֶגֶפן ּוְתֵאנָּה ְורִׁ  
(olives, date [honey], grapes, figs, pomegranates). 

The 5th Annual Pirchei
 This is the fourth week of the eight weeks of the 5th International ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם ת״ת contest. It is not too late to become a part of this amazing ִקּדּוׁש ד׳. 
Simply send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email to thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com signed by a parent  – include your grade, name, school, city, state, contact 
and fax #, and which ה שָּ רָּ  :Below are the current contestants .ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים Participants will be entered in a raffle for a beautiful set of .פָּ
Grade 1 – Avraham Baraka, Yitzchok Baraka, Avraham Tebele; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe A Gelfand; Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Eliyahu Levi Allakhverdov; Ashi 
Bistricer,  Shlomo Botknecht,  Menachem Danziger,  Nosson Zvi Daimond,  Aryeh Davis,  Baruch Deutsch,  Avromi Drillick,  Binyomin Elkon,  Simcha Feder,  Reuven 
Ferziger, Yosef Shalom Fireworker, Yosef Finkelstein, Yona Fischer, Shalom Friedman, Yitzchok Friedman, Dovid Yechiel Ghershenzon, Meir Ghershenzon, Moshe 
Herbstman,  Avi Idler,  Zvu Aaron Koff,  Avi Korinsky,  Aryeh Leib Landsberg,  Uriel Lasry,  Shai Ledereich,  Tzvi Yehuda Lederer,  Moshe Leshem,  Boruch Leshkowitz, 
Eliyahu Levy, Dovi Lewin, Binyomin Milstein, Yaakov Yosef Moradi, Shlomo Ridiker, Yehuda Rosenzweig, Dovi Shain, Yehuda Silberberg, Eliyahu Warman, Yaakov 
Weiss, Noam Weisel, Izzy Weissman, Shimon Yukhanov; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Mishael Mordechai Gantz; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Chaim Yitzchok Levy; Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yaakov Zakheim; Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; Chaim Yeshaya Peker; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Pinchos Pinter; Yeshiva Damesek 
Eliezer; Lakewood, NJ; Yaakov Eliyahu Neiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok, Baltimore, MD; Meir Nockenofsky, Menachem Mendel Smith; Yeshiva 
M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Avi Scherer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH.  
Grade 2 – Moshe Amshalem, Shmuel Amshalem, Aviel Bazargan, Noam Brown, Matis Burstein, Yitzchak Gelb, Menachem Shalom Gottesman, Daniel  Leichuk, 
Kalmy Obermeister, Chaim Yaakov Stern, Shmuel Weiss; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Avraham Haber, Moshe Lagnado, Yoshiyahu Mograby, Moshe Weiss;  Yeshivat 
Ateret Torah;  Emanuel Babazadeh, Menachem Breuer, Yoel Boruch Czeisler, Efraim Fireworker, Avi Goldburd, Yissochor Berish Gross, Orie Joudai, Asher Katz, 
Shlomo Dov Kelman, Efraim Khaimov, Moshe Klein, Tzvi Landau, Azriel Laufer, Shmuel Lebovits, Moshe Mandelman, Binyamin Minzer, Yehuda Ridiker, Ahron Meir 
Safier, Eliyahu Meir Schilit, Yoseph Shafer, Shmuel Weingarten, Hillel Werzberger, Daniel Shlomo Yifat; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Pinchas Becker; Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah, Far Rockaway, NY; Amrom Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Shneur Aronovitch; Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; Flushing, NY; Shmuel 
Khaver; Talmudical Academy; Baltimore, MD; Shmuel Uziel Feifer, Yisroel Moshe Weinberg; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Pinny Adlerstein, Yehudah 
Ceder, Shlomo Nosson Fishleder, Naftali Geldman, Aharon Jaspan, Yehoshua Mann, Avi Segal; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 3 – Mordecahi Nass, Chaim Yishaya Sussman, Naftali Wrotzlovsky; The Cheder; Yehoshua Berger, Adam Davydov, Eitan Ganchrow, Boruch Goldfein, Tzvi 
Simcha Harmen, Yehoshuah Katz, Dani Kertzner, Azriel Meir Malek, Yonah Moster, Rafi Mostofsky, Eliyahu Meir Simon, Moishe Zimmerman; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; 
Eliyahu Nakash; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Yisroel Kaplan; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Binyomin Greenberg; Yeshiva 
Torah Temimah; Chaim Aschendorf, Chaim Bash, Efrayim Cohn, Moshe Cywiak, Simcha  Fireworker, Binyomin Zev Florans, Avi Grossberger, Aharon Horowitz, 
Shalom Kelman, Chaim Lederer, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Effie Neuman, Avrohom Aharon Perl, Aryeh Pollak, Chagai Saadon, Yitzchak Schlaff, 
Avrohom Silbert,  Mordechai Slomovics,  Dovid Tessler,  Aaron Avrohom Vaiselberg,  Nesanel Chaim Vaiselberg,  Avi Weiss,  Moshe Werzberger,  Dovi Worenklein, 
Nosson Meir Yaiche;  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn, NY;  Pinchas Becker;  Yeshiva Darchei Torah;  Far Rockaway, NY;  Levi Berkowitz;  Fallsburg Cheder School; 
Fallsburg, NY;  Avi Abramson,  Yitzchok Attar,  Yakov Belsky,  Avrohom Shmuel Edelman,  Mordechai  Esrig,  Yehuda Garfunkel,  Yaakov Chaim Goldman,  Yaakov 
Morgenstern,  Zev Portnoy;  Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok;  Yaakov Zev Greenfield;  Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim;  Baltimore, MD;  Avraham Rupp;  Yeshiva Shaarei Tzion; 
Edison, NJ; Avraham Rupp; Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Chaim Yeshaya Peker; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Dovid Barkin, Tzvi Yehuda Eisen, Binyomin Zev Friedman, Shmuel 
Metzger; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Binyomin Zorach Feder; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Refoel Smith; Yeshiva M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Yehuda Zev Markowitz; 
Torah Day School; Dallas, TX.  
Grade 4 – Moshe Dahan, Yehuda Obermeister, Zev Yankovich; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Aharon Taibi; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe Ariel, Shmuel Eliezer Baumann, 
Moshe Bentzion Blum,  Moshe Brachfeld,  Yudi Breuer,  Yechezkel Drillick,  Yisrael Drillick,  Mayer Farkas,  Shimi Fireworker,  Aaron Fried,  Shmuel Hirsch,  Aharon 
Horowitz, Isser Zalmen Itzkowitz, Nosson Tzvi Kamins, Dovi Katz, Zisha Katzenstein, Yechiel Ledereich, Zevi Leshkowitz, Avrohom Zev Levitin, Dovy Levy, Akiva 
Lieberman, Mordechai Neuman, Ahron Oberlander, Avrohom Mordechai Paneth, Yaakov Paneth, Dovid Rubenstein, Yisroel Silberberg, Moshe Yehoshua Stern, 
Yaacov Weiss, Sruli Yifat; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Motti Berkowitz, Mordechai Edelson, Avrohom Felder, Elimelech G. Hendler, Yehuda Leib Kalatsky, 
Yossi Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Moshe Dovid Berger; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Shauli Brandman, Eli Cohen, Feivel Cohen, 
Binyomin Dafner, Shmuel Hollander, Noam Nudell, Avi Lubowsky, Aron Tzvi Papoff, Simcha Perlman, Zevy Pinkus, Moshe Reiss, Moshe Wolf, Meir Zucker; Yeshiva 
Tiferes Tzvi;  Chicago, IL;  Elimelech Friedman,  Yehuda Grunwald,  Gavriel Mirkin,  Simcha Neuberger;  Yeshivas Chofeitz Chaim;  Avrohom Alter,  Dovi Feldman, 
Binyamin Kroll, Moishe Rosen; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Tzvi Aryeh Altschuller, Shmuel Dovid Friedman, Mordechai Shlomo Smith; Yeshiva M’kor 
Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Yosef Yitzchok Baras, Shragi Mann, Dovid Simcha Pfeffer, Aaron Pressman, Yossi Scherer, Azriel Singer, Chaim Weinrib; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; 
Cincinnati, OH; Yossi Dessler, Azaria Feldman, Mayer Gancz, Dovid Goldman, Shlomo Goldstein, Yishai Wolf; Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Chaim Feifer, Meir 
Klugmann; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Lev Shalom Sagal, Naftali Skaist; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX; Shimon Ehrentrau; Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 5 – Meir Nass;  The Cheder;  Avi Getter,  Dovi Lerner,  Zevi Melcer,  Yakov Asher Moster;  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Boruch Kaplan;  Yeshiva Karlin Stolin;  Yehuda 
Goldstein, Eliyohu Helberg; Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Shmuel Dovid Anflick, Menachem Mendel Berniker, Yehuda Geller, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Ari Korsinsky, 
Yaacov Yehuda Kramer, Yerachmiel Lasker, Dov Levy, Dovi Mendelovitz, Yakov Perl, Yosef Menachem Smith, Moshe Yehoshua Stern, Dovi Werner, Shmuel 
Werzberger; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Tzvi Jurkansky, Yisroel Moskovitz; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Shmuel Alexander Eichenstein, Ahron 
Hirsch, Avraham Katz, Azriel Musman, Zecharia Oratz, Meir Moshe Sinaei; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok, Baltimore, MD; Elazar Freedman; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; 
Cincinnati, OH;  Shimon Belsky, Yisroel Friedman, Aryeh Leib Hunger, Shmuel Dovid Katz, Yechiel Aryeh Klugmann, Yaakov Moshe Margulies, Aaron Paperman, 
Eliyahu Meir Rappaport, Moshe Chaim Rechanik, Moshe Rokowsky, Mayer Zelig Simon, Yehuda Leib Solomon, Yosef Sommer, Menachem Wainbrand, Tzvi Wenger; 
Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Chananel Abrams; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 6 – Boruch Leib Leiser; The Cheder; Avraham Netanel; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Azaria Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Eli Weichselbaum; Yeshivat 
Ateret Torah; Adiel Duchovny, Aryeh Fingerer, Shmuel Frank, Yitzchok Herskovich, Zev Katz, Ami Ledereich, Yitzy Merav, Refael  Oberlander, Yoni Solomon; Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Nachie Berger; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yehuda Schwartz; Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Shloimy Weber; Yeshiva 
RJJ;  Staten Island, NY;  Elazar Moridian;  Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok;  Baltimore, MD;  Eliezer Cohen,  Ezra Kassin;  Yeshiva Bais HaTorah;  Shmuel Frank,  Yechezkel 
Yehuda; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Chesky Chomsky; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Binyomin Schustal; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Henoch Yakov Scherer, Yonason Singer; 
Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Simcha Levovitz, Moshe Rozen; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Dov Gothelf; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 7 – Mordechai Kaplan, Eliyahu Nass; The Cheder; Menachem Manis Lang; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Binyomin Zev Helberg; Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Yeshiva 
Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Shlomo Methal; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Yehoshua Garry; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; 
Baltimore, MD; Shlomo Goldstein, Shalom Karr, Dovid Aryeh Rappaport; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Yaakov Berelowitz; Hillel Academy; Pittsburgh, PA; 
Ahron Shlomo Davis, Yisroel Pearlman, Moishie Sinason, Eli Spitzer; Mechina; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 8 – Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Moshe Levy; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Yosef Greenberg; Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; 
Yitzchok Meir Kassin; Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua Bodenstein, Nochum Tzvi Cohen, Aryeh Tzvi Dowek, Chaim Fleischer, Moshe Ahron Gruen, 
Noach Kirzner, Zevy Klein, Yaakov Kohn, Yehuda Manevich, Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Meir Sonnenschein; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH. 
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In the early 1980’s The shiur was an immediate success 
and grew every year. Decades later…

A few years later at the 
wedding of this talmid’s child…

A few minutes later…
Mazel Tov!! I 

apologize but I’m too 
weak to come out…I 
just came to bench 

you and show you my 
gratitude…

My Rebbe’s 
amazing hakoras 

hatov will never be 
forgotten!

Please Rebbe, 
Lomah nigorah… Why 
should we lose out? 
I don’t understand 
Yiddish…and Rebbe’s 
shiur is in Yiddish!

If so, can you 
possibly find a few 

more bochurim please. 
IY”H I will start a 

new shiur in loshon 
hakodesh!

Tatte, the Rebbe, 
R’ Refael is asking 

you to come 
outside!

It’s not possible… 
it’s someone else. I 
know how sick Rebbe 

is. He can’t walk 
anymore…

Gut Shabbos Rebbe! Please 
sit down… Thank you for coming 
to the shalom zachor! … Rebbe I 
have a problem. Because I love 

rebbe and want to learn his 
torah reasoning…

Rebbe, I knew how 
difficult this walk would 
be. Yesterday I came to 
beg Rebbe not to come!

My beloved talmid, I 
came because I am forever 
grateful for the new shiur 
that you started over 20 

years ago!

טw שבט   1937-2016   5698-5776

R' Refael ַזַצ״ל was born in the town of Mir, Poland, to R' Chaim Leib Shmuelevitz יר ,ַזַצ״ל יַבת מִׁ  and ,רֹאׁש ְיׁשִׁ
Chana Miriam ע״ה, the daughter of R' Leizer Yudel Finkel יר ,ַזַצ״ל יַבת מִׁ  As a young child during .רֹאׁש ְיׁשִׁ
World War II, he traveled with יר יַבת מִׁ  and ended up in Shanghai. After 5 plus years, he emigrated ְיׁשִׁ
with his family first to the United States, and then, half a year later, to ְשָרֵאל  In 1964, he married .ֶאֶרץ יִׁ
Edna the daughter of R' Avraham Farbstein יַבת ֶחְברֹון ,ַזַצ״ל יָרה Until his father’s .רֹאׁש ְיׁשִׁ  'in 1979, R ְפטִׁ
Refael served as a עּור יד ׁשִׁ ם at ַמגִׁ יַבת ֶחְברֹון ְירּוָׁשַליִׁ יָרה After R' Chaim’s .ְיׁשִׁ יר in ַר״ם he served as  ,ְפטִׁ יַבת מִׁ  ְיׁשִׁ
until the יָרה יָבה in 1990. R' Refael was then appointed joint ַזַצ״ל of R' Beinish Finkel ְפטִׁ יַבת  of רֹאׁש ְיׁשִׁ ְיׁשִׁ
יר ּדֹות טֹובֹות His exemplary .ַזַצ״ל along with R' Nosson Tzvi Finkel מִׁ ם and מִׁ ְרַאת ָׁשַמיִׁ  was matched only by יִׁ
his brilliant and encyclopedic ּתֹוָרה knowledge. R' Refael was the leading editor of the Encyclopedia 
Talmudis, and He left behind Several thousand pages of his ּדּוֵׁשי ּתֹוָרה  from which many volumes of חִׁ

עּוֵרי ַרב ְרָפֵאל  .have been published ַׁש״ס on ׁשִׁ

 

Tatte, the Rebbe said, 
“Please come to the 

car! He cannot stay out 
for too long…Please…

Please…”

what!?! Rebbe’s 
really here… I must 

rush out now….

Sure, please 
ask…
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ֶזה ֵקִלי ְוַאְנֵוהּו ֱאֹלֵקי ָאִבי ַוֲאֹרְמֶמְנהּו )ְשמֹות טו:ב(. …   
 This is my G-d and I will glorify Him; the G-d of my fathers 
and I will exalt Him. 
 The ְגָמָרא derives from here the idea of "beautifying 
ourselves before Him though our aesthetically pleasing performance of 
 a ,סּוָכה make before Me a beautiful ,ֶאְתרֹוג Acquire a beautiful :ִמְצֹות
beautiful ֵסֶפר ּתֹוָרה, beautiful ְּתִפִלין, and so forth" (:ַשָבת קלג). This is the 
source for the general concept of ִהּדּור ִמְצָוה. 
 Not only does the ּתֹוָרה expect us to fulfill the ִמְצֹות, there is 
an additional aspect of fulfillment that involves carrying out the ִמְצָוה 
in the most beautiful way possible. Even though one can buy a pair of 
 buying an exceptionally nice pair of ,ָכֵשר for $300-$400 that are ְּתִפִלין
 and exquisite writing on beautiful [housings] ַבִּתים with exquisite ְּתִפִלין
parchment can cost upward of $1,000. There is an obligation to spend 
up to 1/3 more to do ִמְצֹות in a more beautiful way than fulfilling those 
same ִמְצֹות with the bare minimum. All this is derived from the words 
 .ֶזה ֵקִלי ְוַאְנֵוהּו ֱאֹלֵקי ָאִבי ַוֲאֹרְמֶמְנהּו
 One may ask: Why here? Why is specifically this the time and 
place that the ּתֹוָרה decides to inform us of this concept of beautifying 
ourselves before Him with our performance of ִמְצֹות? It does not seem 
that it really fits into the context of ִשיַרת ַהָים. 
 R' Tzvi Cheshin tells us that the (ָאבֹות ה:ה) ִמְשָנה says 10 ִנִסים 
were done for our fathers at ַים סּוף. The ַבְרְטנּוָרא and ּתֹוָספֹות יֹום טֹוב 
proceed to list them: The Sea became like a tent (with protection from 
above) and the Jews entered into the midst of it; the sea bed was dry 
and firm without being muddy; and so on... 

 The question is, why were all these miracles necessary? With 
the Egyptians on their tails and nowhere to go, ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל would have 
been perfectly satisfied with the "mere" splitting of the sea! No one 
would have complained if there was not a tent of protective water 
over their heads or if the ground was still a little muddy. Nine of the 
ten miracles were most likely superfluous. All they really needed was 
"split the Sea and let's get out of here." Why did ד׳ add all these 
flourishes to the basic miracle? They were basically a form of  ִהּדּור
 When I do something for My Nation, I want it to be first class! I" .ִמְצָוה
do not want to just 'get by.' I want it to be as nice as possible." There-
fore, it makes a great deal of sense that this is the source from which 
we learn that when you do a ִמְצָוה, you do it right; you make it 
beautiful. It is because that is how ד׳ treated us.  
 When we buy someone a present, it is a sign that we appre-
ciate him. We put it in a beautiful box. We want the presentation to be 
as nice as possible. We do not just take the gift out of our pocket and 
say, "Here is a present!" We get a nice box and have it wrapped very 
nicely – with a ribbon and a bow – which costs a few more dollars. 
Who cares? The recipient of the gift! These extra flourishes beyond the 
basic gift are done to demonstrate how much we love and appreciate 
the recipient. 
 The splitting of ַים סּוף showed us how much ד׳ loves us.  ִהּדּור
 etc. – is intended to ,ֶאְתרֹוג the beautiful ,ְּתִפִלין the beautiful – ִמְצָוה
show ד׳ how much we love Him! 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll)  

TorahThoughts

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

רּוְך  ר׳ ַזְלַמן born in Zhetl, Lithuania, to ,ַזַצ״ל Sorotzkin ר׳ בָּ
(Lutzker ב ה and (רָּ רָּ  ,(s daughter’ַזַצ״ל Gordon ר׳ ֱאִליֶעֶזר) שָּ
learned under ן ַוֶסְרַמן הי״ד נָּ  in Baranovich, and then ר׳ ֶאְלחָּ

learned under רּוְך בֶער  in Kamenitz. In 1940, he married ַזַצ״ל Lebovitz ר׳ בָּ
ֵחל ק daughter of ,רָּ ם ִיְצחָּ הָּ ב Telsher) ַזַצ״ל Bloch ר׳ ַאְברָּ ה and רָּ  Just .(רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיבָּ
before WWII, they escaped to the USA and settled in Cleveland, joining his 
wife’s uncles ר׳ ֵאִליָּהּו ֵמִאיר Bloch ַזַצ״ל and ְרְדַכי  ,In 1964 .ַזַצ״ל Katz ר׳ ַחִיים מָּ
along with R' Gifter ַזַצ״ל, he assumed responsibility of the ה  With his .ְיִׁשיבָּ
dynamic personality, he was מֹוֵסר ֶנֶפׁש to rebuild ה ֶאֶרץ  in America and ּתֹורָּ
ֵאל ִאי Until his last days, he was very active with .ִיְשרָּ ה ,ִחּנּוְך ַעְצמָּ ה ּוְמסֹורָּ  ּתֹורָּ
and being a member of the  ה   .מֹוֶעֶצת ְגדֹוֵלי ַהּתֹורָּ

 י״ג שבט
5677 — 5739 
1917 — 1979 

 In his  ד  'R ,ַזַצ״ל on R' Boruch Sorotzkin ֶהְספֵּ
Shneur Kotler ַזַצ״ל referred to him as an   ִאיׁש
ל ב׳, כג:כ ) ַחי ַרב ְפָעִלים   a dynamic ,(ְׁשמּואֵּ
person who was full of life — he worked 
for the ְכַלל, never thinking about 
himself. R' Boruch would accompany R' 
Shneur when he went to Cleveland to 
meet with potential donors for his 
 Someone asked R' Boruch if this .ְיִׁשיָבה
might interfere with his own efforts for 
Telshe ְיִׁשיָבה. Surprised by the thought, R' Boruch 
explained, "We both work for the same Boss." 
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& in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Shuli Lowy
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
There is a Machlokes in the Midrash (Shemos Rabba 25:3) 
regarding the method by which the taste of the Mon was 
manipulated. One opinion derives from the words: rcs ,rxj tk, 
that speech (rcs) was required, i.e one had to actually verbalize "I 
would like this to taste like ___"; and the other opinion derives 
from: occkc k-t uxbhu, that thoughts in the heart (occkc) were 
sufficient to establish the menu. If one said nothing nor thought of 
anything, the taste would be that of honey. According to the 
opinion that speech was required, a mute, who could not speak, 
would be severely restricted in his choices. Could someone help 
him ? Can one person verbalize a taste preference over someone 
else's Mon and affect its taste for the other person ? The Shulchan 
Aruch (j”ut 213:2)] states that one may not be thmun someone 
else with a brocho over food unless he is thmun himself with the 
brocho (by partaking) at the same time (with a few exceptions). If 
so, where one recites a brocho over Mon having already 
verbalized his taste preference, and at the same time, he has 
Kavanah to be thmun a mute and the mute has Kavanah to be tmuh 
with his brocho, would we say that in the same way that the mute 
is tmuh with the brocho, that he will also experience the taste 
choice that went along with it ?   The Mishna Berurah (174:3) 
expands on the Halacha that reciting ipdv hrp truc over wine 
covers all other wines, and exempts one from reciting a brocho 
over other beverages, provided they were all before him on the 
table when he recited the brocho. However, if he had planned a 
"drinking session" and had other wines or beverages in mind 
when he recited the brocho over the first cup of wine, the Rema 
and other Poskim are lenient to include the other drinks even if 
they were not physically before him at the time. This applies to 
others who were tmuh with his brocho as well. As such, we see 
that the Kavanah of the one saying ipdv to include other wines and 
beverages extends to those who are tmuh with his brocho, so the 
same Kavanah should also apply to extend his taste preference for 
Mon to the mute who is tmuh with his brocho as well.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Which event should one choose to attend if he cannot attend both: 
a Chasunah or a Bris Milah  ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(What mitzvah serves as a Segulah to improve one’s memory ?)  
Rashi (Avodah Zara 8a) states that if one seems to be forgetting 
his learning, he should be lhrtn (stretch out with additional 
Kavanah) in the brocho of ,gsv ibuj. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
When one is presented with several types of foods, including the 
seven special species with which Eretz Yisroel was blessed, the 
order of priority among them is as follows: 1) Wheat or spelt 
products (not raw); 2) Barley, oats & rye products; 3) Wine; 4) 
Olives (including oil); 5) Dates; 6) Grapes; 7) Figs; 8) 
Pomegranates; 9) Other fruits. (MB 211:35). 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Midrash (Bereshis Rabba 5:5) quotes R' Yochanan who 
derives from the words: ub,htk ohv cahu that the splitting of the 
Yam Suf and its subsequent return to "normalcy" were conditions 
(utb,k) built into the sea from the time of its creation. Others (R' 
Nasan – see Yalkut 137) understand the word ub,htk to mean 
strength - that the sea returned to its natural strength after its 
controlled split. Some Meforshim explain this difference of 
opinion as based on the Gemara (Shabbos 53b) which relates that 
a woman died in childbirth, and her husband could not afford to 
hire a wet-nurse to nurse the infant. A miracle occurred and the 
husband was able to nurse the child himself. The Amoraim 
commented on this occurrence: Abaye stated "How inferior is 
such a person, that the natural laws are suspended for him !". Rav 
Yosef disagreed, commenting on the Zechus this man must have 
had that he merited such a miracle. So too with regard to Krias 
Yam Suf. R' Yochanan's view is that of Abaye, where if not for the 
fact that Krias Yam Suf was a condition built-in to the creation of 
the sea, such a suspension of nature at this time would be deemed 
improper. However, since it was ordained from the beginning, it 
could qualify as natural, and be proper. R' Nasan would see the  
miracle from a positive view, and just as the father's ability to 
nurse is deemed by Rav Yosef to be based on his Zechus, so too 
would the "unplanned" sudden splitting of the Yam Suf reflect the 
Zechus of Bnei Yisroel, without the need to base it on a condition 
from Bereshis. The Gemara (Berachos 28a) relates how 18 rows 
of white hair “miraculously” appeared in the beard of 18-year-old 
R’ Elazar b. Azaryah when he was appointed Nasi, replacing 
Rabon Gamliel. The Rambam states that R’ Elazar’s beard turned 
white from his constant study and toil in learning, leaving out any 
mention of the miracle stated in the Gemara. The Sefer ohn hkjb 
suggests that the Rambam was reluctant to call the white beard a 
miracle, because of Abaye’s view on miracles. However, he 
explains further that where something unusual occurs, if it could 
theoretically occur within the laws of nature, although it may be 
miraculous in terms of time, it should not be subject to Abaye’s 
criticism. Thus, a beard could turn white overnight, even if not 
likely. However, a father nursing an infant cannot be explained 
naturally, and is thus subject to Abaye’s comment of  gurd vnf.  
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A young man of impeccable Midos got married and enjoyed a very lively 
Chasunah with his Kallah and friends. When the festivities had ended, 
the young Chasan made his way into the kitchen and found that the 
cook and the fellow who washed the dishes were still there. The Chasan 
thanked the dishwasher for his hard work in providing clean dishes and 
silverware to the Chasunah guests, and then thanked the cook profusely 
for preparing such tasty dishes for the Chasunah Seudah. With tears in 
her eyes, the cook told the Chasan that in 30 years of cooking for 
weddings, she had never been thanked this way before, and she blessed 
the Chasan that he should express such appreciation often to his Kallah 
and never take her efforts for granted. 
P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Gelb family. 
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ויהי בשלח “ 13:17

פרעה את העם ולא נחם 

אלקים דרך ארץ 

פלשטים כי קרוב הוא, כי אמר אלקים 

פן ינחם העם בראתם מלחמה ושבו 

 ”מצרימה

“And it was when Paroah sent 

the people – that G-d did not 

lead them by way of the land of 

Plishtim, because it was near, 

for Hashem said: Perhaps the 

people will reconsider when 

they see a war, and they will 

return to Mitzrayim.  Rashi says 

on the words, “כי קרוב הוא” – “For 

it is near,” and it is easy to 

return to Mitzrayim with that 

route. Rashi tells us that there 

are many Aggadic Medrashim 

which explain this, yet Rashi 

does not tell us even one.  Why 

do we need to know that there 

are many Aggadic Medrashim 

on this, and why didn’t Rashi 

tell us any of them?  

Additionally, the Posuk uses the 

Shem Elokim twice, which is the 

Midas Hadin of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  One would think 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu took 

Klal Yisroel out of Mitzrayim 

with the Midas Hachesed.  Why 

did the Torah use the Shem 

Elokim here, and not the Shem 

Havayah?  The following Divrei 

Torah will expound on this 

topic, and support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph. 

כי “ 13:17 – משכיל לדוד 

 Rashi tells us that – ”קרוב הוא

there are many Aggadic 

Medrashim which explain this, 

yet Rashi does not tell us even 

one.  Why do we need to know 

that there many Aggadic 

Medrashim on this, and why 

didn’t Rashi tell us any of them?  

According to the rules in the 

Gemara in Kiddushin 2b, the 

word “דרך” can be either a 

Loshon Zochor or a Loshon 

Nekeivah, depending on the 

context.  If the word is being 

used in a grammatically 

Nekeivah context, then it is 

considered Nekeivah, and when 

the context is Zochor, it is 

considered Zochor.  The word 

 here is used in conjunction דרך

with the word ארץ which is a 

Loshon Nekeivah.  That means 

that the word דרך here is also a 

Loshon Nekeivah here.  Based 

on this rule, the Torah should 

have followed through and when 

speaking about the דרך, it 

should have used a Loshon 

Nekeivah, “כי קרובה היא.”  

However, the Torah used a 

Loshon Zochor, “כי קרוב הוא” – 

which is a Loshon Zochor.  Being 

that the Torah veered from the 

rule, it allows there to many 

Aggadic Medrashim in order to 

explain this.  Rashi wanted to 

let us know that there is a 

Dikduk anomaly in the Posuk 

which needs to be addressed, yet 

he does not tell us any of them 

because Rashi always sticks to 

the simple meaning of the 

Posuk, while the Medrashim 

stray from the Poshut P’shat.   

 – ר' שמשון רפאל הירש 

 – ”ויהי בשלח פרעה את העם“ 13:17

In the preceding section of the 

Torah, the ideal mission of 

Hashem’s people was indicated 

through the laws of the Korbon 

Pesach, the Yom Tov of Pesach, 

the consecration of the firstborn, 

and the Mitzvah of Tefillin.  

Now the Torah returns to the 

narrative of the people, Klal 

Yisroel, who are in the midst of 

being redeemed and at the 

beginning of their path to the 

fulfillment of their destiny.  The 

narrative immediately 

demonstrates to us that the 

people had not yet reached the 

ideal level for which they were 

called upon to achieve.  We see 

that they did not possess even 

the slightest trace of the power 

and courage with which they 

could have attained, and then 

retained, freedom for 

themselves by themselves.  Not 

only the attainment of freedom, 

but also its enduring 

retainment, was through the 

work of Hashem alone.  The 

Torah tells us that had it been 

up to them, upon perceiving war 

on the road to independence and 

freedom, they would have 

immediately returned to the 

slavery in Mitzrayim.  This was 

despite the fact that they left 

Mitzrayim, “fully armed.”  The 

weapons were not lacking, but it 

was courage and fighting spirit 

that were lacking in their 

hearts.  More importantly, they 

were lacking Emunah, trust, in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  One who 

has true emunah have 

determination and courage, 

power and enthusiasm, no 

matter what the task and under 

any circumstances, since he 

knows that all is in Hashem’s 

hands.  The Torah uses the 

Shem Elokim here, which 
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represents the Midas Hadin, 

and it is only in Posuk 21 when 

the Torah tells us of the great 

Chesed that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu performed for Klal Yisroel, 

by having the Ananei Hakovod 

to lead them, does the Torah use 

the Shem Havayah, the Shem 

which represents Chesed and 

Rachamim.  The object of the 

establishment of the Jewish 

nation, among all the nations of 

the world who do not know that 

their national lives develop 

under the guidance of Hashem, 

there should enter one nation 

that is fully cognizant of 

Hashem.  A national life of this 

sort requires a person to 

activate his own power, to the 

full extent of his abilities, to 

reach the goals set by Hashem.  

The success of these efforts he 

should attribute to Hashem, of 

which one is assured of anyone 

who acts out of allegiance of 

Hashem’s word.  Unfortunately, 

Klal Yisroel were not yet ready 

for such a way of life.  Only 

extraordinary experiences 

would educate them to the 

awareness that Hashem’s 

Providence not only saves His 

adherents from destruction, but 

also sustains them, day by day, 

in all conditions and in all 

situations.  This was the 

purpose of Klal Yisroel’s 

wandering through the desert.  

This was the meaning of the 

detour that Hashem made them 

take here.   

ויהי “ 13:17 – חומת אנך 

 The – ”בשלח פרעה את העם

Gematria of “בשלח” is the same 

as “שם” – which represents the 

Shechina, as it says, “ ויעש דוד

 This alludes to us that the  ”.שם

Shechina completed the 

calculation for the years that 

Klal Yisroel needed to be in 

Mitzrayim, and they therefore 

left “early.”  The Shechina was 

there with Klal Yisroel in 

Mitzrayim, and therefore it was 

added to the completion of the 

years of Klal Yisroel.  Another 

explanation of what the “שם” is 

alluding to is based on the words 

of the רמ"ק who says in his Sefer 

 that the reason that Klal ,גרושין

Yisroel were Zoche to leave 

Mitzrayim was in the Zechus of 

Shechina.  Being that the 

Shechina needed to leave 

Mitzrayim, Klal Yisroel were 

pulled along together with It. 

This can also help us 

understand that which Chazal 

said, “ בשכר נשים צדקניות נגאלו

 that Klal Yisroel were - ”ממצרים

Zoche to be redeemed from 

Mitzrayim for the reward of the 

righteous women.   For we know 

that the women of Klal Yisroel 

Kevayachol grab hold of the 

Shechina, and that is the crown 

of the righteousness, for 

righteousness is the Shechina.  

 it – ”בשם“ – ”בשלח“ – ”ויהי בשלח“

was in the Zechus of the 

righteous women – the 

Shechina, that Klal Yisroel were 

redeemed from Mitzrayim.  

ויהי “ 13:17 - חומת אנך 

 Many of – ”בשלח פרעה את העם

the great Rabbonim of 

Ashkenaz said that the Golus 

was supposed to be for 430 

years, which is five times the 

Gematria of the Shem אלקים, 

which is the Shem of Midas 

Hadin.  However, Klal Yisroel 

were only enslaved with hard 

labor for 86 years, the Gematria 

of אלקים once.  That leaves 344 

years (430-86=344) of the Golus, 

the hard labor that Klal Yisroel 

were supposed to endure.  The 

exiles which Klal Yisroel have 

endured throughout the years 

are called ,”שמד” the Gematria 

of 344.  There is a Remez here in 

our Posuk to what these 

Gedolim said, “וי“ ”ויהי” – is a 

Loshon of “woe” on, “בשלח” – 

which together with the four 

letters is the Gematria of 344 – 

woe to Klal Yisroel that they 

still have 344 years of harsh 

servitude of Golus.  “פרעה” is a 

Loshon of payment, meaning 

that Klal Yisroel need to pay 

those 344 years.  However, if we 

continue to read the Posuk, 

there is a Nechama for Klal 

Yisroel.  “את” is a reference to 

the Shechina, “העם” is Klal 

Yisroel.  Klal Yisroel need to 

know that throughout all those 

harsh years of Golus, the 

Shechina is always there with 

them.   

ודפני ד  ויהי בשלח “ 13:17 – 

פרעה את העם ולא נחם אלקים דרך 

 Chazal – ”ארץ פלשטים כי קרוב הוא

tell us that ויהי is a Loshon of וי, 

woe – that Paroah said woe to 

me.  Chazal say that “ויהי בשלח” 

is a Loshon of “לויה” – that 

Paroah escorted Klal Yisroel out 

of Mitzrayim.  Why did Paroah 

escort Klal Yisroel?  Paroah 

knew why he was Zoche to 

subjugate Klal Yisroel.  It was in 
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the Zechus of his ancestor, 

Paroah, who escorted Avrohom 

and Sarah out of Mitzrayim.  

Paroah, therefore, concluded 

that if he escorts Klal Yisroel 

out of Mitzrayim here, at some 

later point in time, either he or 

his descendants would once 

again be Zoche to subjugate Klal 

Yisroel.  However, the rule is 

that in order for one to 

accomplish escorting another, 

and receive a benefit from it, the 

one who does the escorting must 

know to where the person is 

travelling, and he has to have in 

mind that he is escorting him a 

part of the way to that specific 

place.  Paroah escorted Klal 

Yisroel with a diabolical plan – 

for he wanted to subjugate them 

again. He assumed that they 

would travel to Plishtim, and 

that is what he had in mind 

when escorting Klal Yisroel.  

Therefore, “ ולא נחם אלקים דרך ארץ

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu – ”פלשטים

did not have them travel 

through the Plishtim, rather 

they headed for the desert.  The 

result of Klal Yisroel not 

heading towards the Plishtim 

meant that when Paroah 

escorted them out of Mitzrayim, 

he did not know the correct 

place where they were headed, 

and he had the wrong place in 

mind.  Therefore, he does not 

receive credit for “escorting” 

Klal Yisroel, and he did not earn 

the Zechus to subjugate Klal 

Yisroel again in the future.  

When Paroah saw that Klal 

Yisroel headed towards the 

Midbar and not towards the 

Plishtim, he said, “woe” to me 

for my plan did not work.  My 

escorting them out of Mitzrayim 

did not give me a Zechus to 

imprison them again in the 

future.  Perhaps we can explain 

another reason for Paroah 

groaning – that Paroah 

recognized that what happened 

to the forefathers of Klal 

Yisroel, Avrohom, Yitzchok, and 

Yaakov, was destined to repeat 

itself by their descendants.  

Paroah knew that his ancestor 

escorted Avrohom and Sarah 

out of Mitzrayim, and sent them 

off with many possessions, so 

too, Paroah knew what he had to 

do, and wailed over having to do 

it.  

 13:18 – בניהו על התורה 

וחמשים עלו בני ישראל מארץ “

 can ”חמשים“ The word – ”מצרים

be broken up into two words, 

 which alludes to there ”חמש ים“

being 250 Makkos by the Yam.  

במצרים לקו חמשים מכות ועל הים לקו “

 In“ – ”מאתים וחמשים מכות

Mitzrayim the Mitzriyim were 

afflicted with 50 Makkos, and on 

the Yam they were afflicted with 

250.”  Rebbe Akiva said that 

each and every Makkah that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu brought 

upon the Mitzriyim in 

Mitzrayim was comprised of five 

Makkos.  That is what the 

Posuk alluded to, “חמש ים” – that 

on the Yam the Mitzriyim were 

afflicted five times that which 

they were afflicted in 

Mitzrayim, and the main 

Geulah for Klal Yisroel came 

from the Makkos by the Yam, as 

the Posuk says in Shemos 14:30 

“ את ישראל מיד ויושע ד' ביום ההוא 

 it was on that day at – ”מצרים

Krias Yam Suf that Klal Yisroel 

were called being saved from the 

Mitzriyim.   

ויהי “ 13:17 - חכמת התורה 

בשלח פרעה את העם ולא נחם אלקים 

 – ”דרך ארץ פלשטים כי קרוב הוא

Why does the Posuk say, “ ויהי

 that it was when ”בשלח פרעה

Paroah sent Klal Yisroel out, as 

opposed to just saying, “ ויהי

 and it was – ”כשיצאו ישראל ממצרים

when Klal Yisroel left 

Mitzrayim?” Had Paroah not 

sent Klal Yisroel, but they 

would have left without his 

permission and against his will, 

then Klal Yisroel would have 

not been afraid of him if they 

encountered a battle, for they 

would know that Paroah was 

beaten.  Klal Yisroel heard that 

Moshe requested that Klal 

Yisroel leave for three days.  

Klal Yisroel understood that 

they only left Mitzrayim with 

permission from Paroah and for 

a certain amount of time.  

Therefore, the moment Klal 

Yisroel would encounter 

anything bad on the way, they 

would want to return to 

Mitzrayim immediately, for 

they feared that Paroah would 

still come after them anyways.  

הי בשלח פרעהוי  it was because 

Paroah sent them out, and it 

appeared to Klal Yisroel that he 

gave permission, that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu had to take them a 

different route so that they 

would not want to return to 

Mitzrayim.   

mailto:ParshaPshetel@gmail.com
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ויהי “ 13:17 - חכמת התורה 

את העם ולא נחם אלקים בשלח פרעה 

כי “ – ”דרך ארץ פלשטים כי קרוב הוא

 The Torah is telling – ”קרוב הוא

us here with these words that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is a “קרוב” 

– a close relative of Klal Yisroel.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu was 

taking care of Klal Yisroel, and 

everything He was doing was for 

the sake of Klal Yisroel.   

כי אמר “ 17:10 – רש"י 

אלקים פן ינחם העם בראתם מלחמה 

 Perhaps the – ”ושבו מצרימה

people would reconsider, and 

would want to return to 

Mitzrayim. “ יחשבו מחשבה על

 Perhaps - “שיצאו, ויתנו לב לשוב

they will have second thoughts  

over leaving Mitzrayim, and 

they will set their hearts to 

return.  

כי אמר “ 17:10 - רא"ם 

אלקים פן ינחם העם בראתם מלחמה 

 Rashi is coming – ”ושבו מצרימה

to explain why Klal Yisroel 

would have actually returned to 

Mitzrayim. Klal Yisroel would 

have had second thoughts about 

leaving Mitzrayim, and they 

therefore would have returned 

to Mitzrayim.  

כי אמר “ 17:10 – מהרש"ל 

אלקים פן ינחם העם בראתם מלחמה 

 There are those – ”ושבו מצרימה

who explain that Rashi is telling 

us that Klal Yisroel would have 

had second thoughts about 

leaving Mitzrayim, and they 

would have returned.  However, 

there are others who explain 

that Rashi is coming to explain 

a different P’shat than the 

Poshut P’shat, and that is that 

the concern was regarding the 

potential thoughts of Klal 

Yisroel, and not their potential 

actions.  There was never any 

concern that Klal Yisroel would 

actually return to Mitzrayim, 

rather the fear was that they 

would have evil thoughts, that 

they would have second 

thoughts about leaving 

Mitzrayim, and would have 

thoughts of returning to 

Mitzrayim.   

  Now we can understand 

what Rashi is teaching us here 

in this Posuk, and why the 

Shem Elokim, the Midas Hadin, 

is used here.  Klal Yisroel 

suffered for many years at the 

hands of the Mitzriyim, and 

they were finally freed.  They 

were going to receive the Torah 

Hakdosha, and were going to 

become the chosen nation.  

There was something very 

important that Klal Yisroel 

needed to know.  The world was 

created with Midas Hadin.  

When Hakodosh Boruch Hu saw 

that the world would not be able 

to survive without Midas 

Hachesed, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

mixed the Midas Hachesed 

together with the Midas Hadin.  

However, it is most optimal for 

there to be only Midas Hadin.  

The Tzaddikim are on an 

exalted level of Ruchniyos, and 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu acts with 

them with the Midas Hadin.  

Rashi tells us that there are 

many Aggadic Medrashim on 

this Posuk, but he wants to go 

with the Poshut P’shat.  The 

word “קרוב” means close.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu was 

saying that He was close to Klal 

Yisroel at that time, and wanted 

them to be treated with the 

Midas Hadin.  Rashi at the end 

of the Posuk tells us that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu took Klal 

Yisroel in a circuitous route for 

had Klal Yisroel gone straight 

into the Land, they may have 

had thoughts of returning.  They 

never would have actually 

returned, for even if they were 

scared of war ahead of them, 

they were treated atrociously in 

Mitzrayim, and there would be 

no reason to assume that the 

better option would have been to 

return.  However, due to their 

fear of battle, perhaps they 

would have had second 

thoughts, and thought to 

themselves, that maybe they 

were better off remaining in 

Mitzrayim.  While we know that 

a Yid is generally not punished 

for his thoughts, except for some 

specific ones, that is only 

according to the Midas 

Harachamim.  However, 

according to the Midas Hadin, 

one’s thoughts are counted 

against him. There is a great 

lesson here for all of us.  We 

must strive for greatness.  We 

must not look to see what we can 

get away with, rather we must 

constantly look to elevate 

ourselves.  Our thoughts do 

matter, and we must be careful 

about what we think.  May we 

be Zoche to have pure thoughts, 

and always seek to follow the 

Rotzon Hashem.   
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I t is hard for a human being to fathom
how precious he is to Hashem. The

Torah (Devarim 14:1) says,'äì íúà íéðá
íëé÷ìà, "You are Hashem's children!" Is
there any greater compliment than that?
The Or HaChaimHakadoshcompares it
to a powerful king of many lands. He has
many friends, advisors, servants, wealth,
power, honor and all pleasures of the
world, but when he thinks about his
children, it touches the deepest part of
his soul. Although he has thousands of
matters on his mind, they all pale in
comparison to his devotion and love for
his own children.
Hashem says that we are His children.
This means that although the entire world
is His, and He has myriads ofmalachim,
etc., His heart is with His children, the
Jewish nation. There is nothing more

important to Hashem than us.TorahWellsprings- B eshalach

The Mishnah states inPirkei Avos(Perek
3): éðá åàø÷ðù ìàøùé ïéáéáçäøéúé äáéç ,íå÷îì í
'äì íúà íéðá øîàðù íå÷îì íéðá åàø÷ðù íäì úòãåð
íëé÷ìà, "The Yidden are beloved because
they are called Hashem's children. It's a
greater love, because they were told that
they are His children." Why does the
Mishnah call itäøéúé äáéç, a greater love,
"íå÷îì íéðá åàø÷ðù íäì úòãåð", that they were
told that they are Hashem's children? In
what way does being told your status,

imply a greater love?

Based on the principle ofåéðôì åçáù úö÷î,
one doesn't say all of a person's praises
in front of him, we understand that if

Hashem tells us that we are His children,
it is only a partial praise. The full extent
of our praise was never told to us. Thus,
the Mishnah is saying, äøéúé äáéç,
implying an even greater love,íäì úòãåð
íå÷îì íéðá åàø÷ðù, because they were told
that they are Hashem's children. This
means that His love to us is even greater
than a human father's love to his children
because in reality there is much more

that is untold.

In this week'sparashahit states (Shemos
14:31), åãáò äùîáå 'äá åðéîàéå, "The Jewish
nation believed in Hashem and in Moshe,
His servant." Rebbe Tzaddok HaCohen
explains that this means they believed in
Hashem and they believed in the
specialness of the Jewish nation (as
Moshe is a representative of the Jewish
nation). Reb Tzaddok HaCohen (Tzidkas
HaTzaddik154) writes, “Just as one must
believe in Hashem, one must believe in
himself. This means to believe that
Hashem has a purpose for him, and to
believe that he wasn't created for nothing
(ìèá ìòåô åððéàùå åîò ÷ñò é"ùäì ùéù)… One
should believe that his soul comes from
the Origin of Life (åîù êøáúé íééçä øå÷î),
and that Hashem has pleasure when he
serves Him. Therefore, it states (14:31),
åãáò äùîáå 'äá åðéîàéå, “They believed in
Hashem and in Moshe His servant.”
Moshe represents the
six-hundred-thousand Yidden of that
generation. They believed that Hashem
desires them and derives pleasure from

the good in them."
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Pirkei Avos (Perek 5) states that ten
miracles took place as the Jewish nation
walked through the Yam Suf. The

Bartenura lists them:

(1) The sea split.

(2) The sea became like a tent, and the Yidden

went inside it.

(3) The earth was dry and was not muddy.

(4) The earth the Egyptians treaded upon (as they

pursued the Yidden)turned to mud.

(5) The frozen water on the sea's floor was a

singular blanket of ice.

(6) The water became hard like rock, and the

heads of the Egyptians crashed into it. As it

states,íéîä ìò íéðéðú éùàø úøáù, "You broke
the heads of the snakes [Egyptians] on

the water."

(7) The sea split into twelve paths, so each tribe

could pass through their own path.

(8) The walls were transparent, like glass, or like

sapphire, so the tribes could see each one another.

Although they passed through the Yam Suf at

nighttime, their paths were illuminated by the pillar

of fire, so they were able to see.

(9) The salty sea water turned into sweet water

for the Yidden to drink.

(10) After they finished drinking, the leftover

water froze and formed a wall.

In addition to experiencing these ten
miracles, the Yidden also attained
prophecy. Chazal tell us, "A maidservant
(äçôù), at the Yam Suf saw more than the

navi, Yechezkel ben Buzi."

Surprisingly, despite the miracles and the

prophetic visions they experienced, they
rebelled by the Yam Suf. As it states
(Tehillim 106:7), óåñ íéá íé ìò åøîéå "They
rebelled on the shores of theYam Suf."
The Gemara (Pesachim 118:) explains
that the Yidden said, "We are leaving the
Yam Suf from one side, and the
Egyptians are leaving the Yam Suf from
another side." Even in the moment of
divine revelations and ten wondrous
miracles, the nation was afraid that the
Egyptians would soon pursue them and

capture them.

How could they have that fear after
perceiving all those miracles? Rebbe
Moshe Mordechai of Lelov zy'a
answered, "They believed in Hashem but

they didn’t believe in themselves."

They had trouble believing that Hashem
loves them and performed all those
miracles just for them. That's why they
feared the Egyptians might also survive

and fight with them.

Their fear is understandable because it is
wondrous that Hashem should desire
human beings. People have human
limitations. People wonder to themselves,
“why should Hashem take an interest in
me?” But that is the reality, and it is our

obligation to acquire that awareness.

In our generation, Hashem performs
countless miracles for us, too, such as
protecting us from our enemies,
supporting us financially, giving us
health, and providing for us in many
other ways. Yet, there is a part of a
person that says, "How could it be that I
am so special to Hashem? I’m just a
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human being with so many faults,
limitations, and weaknesses. Could it be
that Hashem is performing all these

miracles just for me?"

This was the nature of the rebellion at
the Yam Suf, and this is the test that we
are confronted with in present times, too.
The solution is to believe — even
without understanding — that it is
literally so. Hashem loves us like a
father loves his child, and even more

than that.1111

GenuineGenuineGenuineGenuine GoodnessGoodnessGoodnessGoodness

Believing in yourself also means to
believe that your essence is good. As
Rebbe Dovid of Lelovzy'a taught, if one
sees bad in a Yid, it was acquired from

the gentiles, it's not his genuine self.2222

Once, Rebbe Dovid of Lelov and his
mechutan, the Yid HaKadosh of
Peshischazy'a, were collecting money
for tzedakah. Rebbe Dovid went to a
home, and stayed inside for a long time.
When he came out, he said to the Yid

HaKadosh, "I apologize for my delay. I
saw greatyiras shamayimin that home
and I just couldn’t leave."
"What did you see?"
“The father and his son work together,
and the father, apparently, isn’t very
efficient at the job. When I entered, the
son was frustrated with something his
father did, and I heard him say, 'If I
didn’t fear Hashem, I would kill you…'
I heard that he fears Hashem, and I

wasn't able to leave."

Rebbe Dovid Lelover only saw the son's
fear of Hashem, he didn’t see his faults,
because good is the genuine essence of a
Yid, and the good side is the primary
aspect of a Yid that Hashem focuses on.

BitachonBitachonBitachonBitachon

The Shulchan Aruch(Orach Chaim1:5)
states, ïîä úùøô øîàì áåè, "it is good to
say… theparashas haman" each day of

the year.

The Yerushalmi in Brachos writes,

1. At keriyas Yam Suf, everyone, even the maidservants attained high levels of prophecy.
But by the giving of the Torah, there were boundaries; some people were permitted to

come closer to Har Sinai, and some had to stand at a greater distance. Why was kriyas
Yam Suf equal for everyone, while mattan Torah was dependent on each person's level?
The Rebbe of Tchortkov zt'l explains that one's level in Torah is dependent on the amount
that one studies. However, kriyas Yam Suf was about emunah, and when it comes to
emunah there aren’t any differences. “Because even someone who has very little wisdom,
just emunah peshutah, he will perceive the same as a great person — without any
difference.”
2. The holy sefarim teach that one should do teshuvah on Friday, before Shabbos arrives.

The Chidushei HaRim zy'a explains this according to the Gemara that says, חייב  ששבת גוי 

,מיתה "a non-Jew who keeps Shabbos deserves death." We must therefore repent before
Shabbos and remove any aspect of non-Jewishness from ourselves, so we won't be like a
goy who keeps Shabbos.
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“Whoever says parashas hamanwill
never lack food."
The Tashbatz (256) adds, áøò éðàå, "I

guarantee it.”

The Mishnah Berurahexplains in Seif
Kattan 13, “It isn’t sufficient to merely
say its words, one needs to think about
what he is saying, and acknowledge
Hashem’s wonders…andhashgachah

pratis…"

We will therefore study some lessons
about theman, to incorporate into our

beings the lesson ofbitachon:

The Rabbeinu BeChaya (introduction to
Beshalach) writes, "The man didn’t fall
in a day, enough for the upcoming month
or two. Each day, theman fell solely for
that day. This forced them to have
bitachon. Every day they had to raise
their eyes to their Father in heaven..."

The Yidden began eatingman three
weeks beforemattan Torah (see Rashi
Shemos16:1). The Rabbeinu BeChaya
explains that theman fell before Mattan
Torah as a preparation forMattan Torah,
because the primary message of the
Torah is to havebitachon in Hashem.

In review, the Rabbeinu b'Chaya
teaches that : (1) theman fell every
day, so people would train themselves
in bitachon and (2) this prepared them

for mattan Torah, as the Torah's
essence isbitachon.

Rebbe Mendel of Riminovzt'l taught
these lessons from thepasuk (Shemos
16:4) íéîùä ïî íçì íëì øéèîî éððä, "I will
make it rain bread from heaven."3333 The
Torah emphasizes that when theman
was sent it,it was not enough for many
days. Rather,åîåéá íåé øáã åè÷ìå íòä àöéå,
"The nation will go out and collect each
day.. The reason is,åðñðà ïòîì, "to test
you" and to habituate you to instill
emunahand bitachon. àì íà éúøåúá êìéä,
becausebitachon is the purpose of the

entire Torah.

Hashem commanded that no one should
leave overman for the next day, but,àìå
íéòìåú íøéå ø÷á ãò åðîî íéùðà øéúåéå äùî ìà åòîù
äùî íäéìò óö÷éå ùàáéå, "They didn’t listen to
Moshe and some people left theman
over until the morning. It became wormy
and smelly, and Moshe was angry with

them" (Shemos 16:20).

Rashi tells us that the people who left
over theman were Dasan and Aviram.

There was a bachur in the Chofetz
Chaim's yeshivah that was turning down
oneshidduchoffer after the next. He said
that he will only agree to ashidduch, if
the girl's parents agree to support him for

five years.

3. Why does the Torah call the man that fell from heaven, rain? It is to remind us that
one can't control his parnassah, how much money he will earn, when, and how, just as

one can't control rain. These matters are entirely up to Hashem. If one wants more rain,
there is nothing one can do to bring it (besides for tefillah). Similarly, it is impossible to
increase the amount of one's parnassah. We do hishtadlus, but the amount that Hashem
decides willnot change — not one drop less, not one drop more.



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- BeshalachBeshalachBeshalachBeshalach 5555

The Chofetz Chaim asked him, "How
many years are you planning to live?"

"At least another seventy years, with
Hashem's help."

"And if you find a father-in-law who
can support you for five years, who
will support you the remaining

sixty-five years?"

"Who will support me?" the bachur
asked incredulously, "Hashem will
support me!"
"So, if you believe that Hashem will
support you for sixty-five years of your
life, why don’t you believe that Hashem
can support you for the first five years as
well?"
The Chofetz Chaim added that Dasan
and Aviram made the same error. They
feared that on the following day, theman
would stop coming, so they savedman
for the next day. But what did they

expect to eat on the day after that?

The Brisker Ravzt'l would raise funds
each month to support Torah scholars in
Yerushalayim. Sometimes, he didn’t raise
enough money, so he would borrow
money to pay theyungerleit. A wealthy
person told him, "The Rav should seek a
very wealthy person, who can give you
a quarter million pounds. That way, you
will have peaceofmind for a few
months."
"Chas veshalom!" the Brisker Rav said.
"Even if someone would give me
millions, I wouldn’t accept it. I don’t

want to earn more than I need for each
month." The Brisker Rav explained that
the responsibility to raise the money
forced him to trust in Hashem. If he
would receive a quarter million pounds,
he would have some respite, but he
would lose his quest to trust in Hashem.4444

The Chovos HaLevavos, in his
introduction to Shaar HaBitachon,
writes, "Someone who has
bitachon…will be calm and won't have
any worries, similar to a alchemist who
knows how to turn silver into gold, and
how to transform copper into silver. He
will be even calmer, because the person
who hasbitachon will have ten benefits
over the alchemist…" The Chovos
HaLevavos explains that the alchemist is
afraid of other people, because he is
doing something illegal, and he is afraid
to reveal his secrets so people don't copy
them. But the person who hasbitachon

in Hashem is totally worry-free.

Based on these words, the Brisker Rav
zy'a explained thepassuk, ÷æç 'ä ìà äå÷
'ä ìà äå÷å êáì õîàéå, "Trust in Hashem,
strengthen your heart, and trust in
Hashem" (Tehillim 27:14). This pasuk
implies that the reward for having
bitachon is having morebitachon. Why
isn't there a different reward for
bitachon? Why should the reward for

bitachonbe morebitachon?

The Chovos HaLevavosshowed us that
the calmest and most tranquil person in
the world is someone who hasbitachon,

4. There were times when people wanted to give the Brisker Rav large sums of money,
but he wouldn’t accept it. He would tell them, "I already have enough for this month."
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so what reward can possibly be given to
someone who hasbitachon? Should we
give him wealth? The reward would be
far less than thebitachon he had before
it, as he would lose his tranquility and
start worrying about his wealth and
safeguarding it. Therefore, the only
reward for bitachon is more bitachon.

The Brisker Rav explained this to a
wealthy man. The wealthy man said

enthusiastically, "That's agut vort!"

The Brisker Rav asked him, "If it is
good, perhaps you should strengthen
yourself with bitachon, do less
business, and dedicate more time to

learning Torah?"

The man didn’t want to do this. He
enjoyed hearing about the greatness of
bitachon, but he wasn't ready to practice

it for himself.

The Brisker Rav told him a story that
happened to his father, Reb Chaim

Brisker zt'l:

A meshulachwas away from his home
for half a year raising money. He was in
Brisk and when he was just about ready
to return home, he realized that all the
money was lost. He ran to Reb Chaim
Brisker, crying hysterically. Half a year
of toil was lost. What should he do now?

Reb Chaim reminded themeshulachthat
he had gone to a store to buy a suit.
"Apparently, when you took off your
clothing to try on the suit, someone stole
the money."

The man began to cry some more.

Reb Chaim said, "Come back in a few

days. I will speak with some wealthy
people, andbe'ezras Hashem, I will give

you the amount of money you lost."

A few days later, Reb Chaim (who was
renowned for his charitable deeds) gave
the meshulach even more than the
original sum that he had lost. The
meshulachwas very grateful. But now he
was ashamed that he had cried so bitterly
over money. He said to Reb Chaim, "It
wasn't the lost money, which made me
so upset. I was mostly upset withmyself.
I felt like a fool, because I was so
negligent with the money. That is why I
was so upset. But it wasn't the money..."
He was embarrassed to admit he had
made such a scene over money.
Reb Chaim said, "Oh? That was the
problem? I thought you were crying over
the money. Well, if that's the case, you
can leave the money with me. I have

people who could use it…"

The man shouted, "No, Rebbe! I need
the money!"

The Brisker Rav said to the wealthy
person, "What you just said is similar to
this story. You say that it is a nicevort,
as though you are interested in the virtue
of bitachon, and then you shout,'ober

gelt!' (But I need money)."

There are different paths ofbitachon, and
the Alter of Navardokzt'l took a very
demanding path: he would trust in

Hashem, without doinghishtadlus.

The Alter of Navardokzt'l once arrived
in a city after nightfall. He needed a
place to stay for the night, but he
wouldn’t ask anybody for help. He
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trusted in Hashem. He went into the beis
medresh to study Torah. No one knew
that he needed a place, so they didn’t
offer. Eventually, the beis medresh

emptied, and he was left alone.

That night, a wealthy man wasn't able to
sleep. He decided to walk around the
streets. He passed the beis medresh and
found the Alter of Navordok sitting and
learning Torah. The wealthy person
invited him to come to his home to sleep.
When this wealthy person heard that the
Alter trusted in Hashem, and didn’t want
to ask anyone for help, he laughed and
said, "You acted ridiculously! If it wasn’t
for the fact that I couldn’t sleep tonight,

you would still be there!"

He didn’t realize the miracle he just
witnessed. The Alter of Novardok trusted
in Hashem, Who made this wealthy
person unable to sleep, in order to help

him out.

Another story is told about the Alter of
Navordok and his advanced level of
bitachon. He needed to catch the train,
but didn’t have money to buy a ticket.
He went to the train station, and trusted
that Hashem would help him.
The train arrived and the Alter remained
seated, waiting for Hashem's salvation.
The whistle blew. This was a sign that
the train was about to leave, but the Alter
was still waiting. The whistle blew again.
Someone came by and teased the Alter
for thinking that he would still get on the

train. The Alter remained steadfast in his
bitachon that Hashem would help him.
The whistle blew a third time. The train
would begin to move any second now.
At that moment, someone ran and bought
a ticket for the Alter, and they both
jumped onto the train, a second before

the doors closed.

The man who rebuked the Alter said,
"You acted foolishly. If you would have
delayed just a moment longer, you would
have missed the train."
He didn’t realize that in the merit of the
Alter's bitachon, Hashem helped him get

on the train in time.

BittersweetBittersweetBittersweetBittersweet

The Mishnah (BrachosChapter 9) states,
äáåèä ìò êøáîù íùë äòøä ìò êøáì íãà áééç,
"One must praise Hashem for the bad
just as he blesses Hashem for the good."
This is derived from thepasuk, úà úáäàå
êãàî ìëá ... êé÷ìà 'ä, "Love Hashem… with
every äãî, measure that Hashem gives
you." Whether it is good or bad, you
should love Hashem for it, and praise
Him for it.
The Rambam (Peirush HaMishnayos)
explains: "This is rational and understood
to the wise, even if thepasuk wouldn’t
have required it. Because there are many
matters that appear to be very good at
first and later prove to be very bad…"
and there are many matters that seem to
be bad at first, which with time prove to

be the greatest kindness.5555

5. Chasidim tell the following story:
Rebbe Nachman of Horedenka zt'l and Rebbe Yaakov Yosef of Palnoa zt'l (known as

"the Toldos") were traveling to the Baal Shem Tov zt'l, and were rushing to get to
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Medzhybizh, well in time for Shabbos. However, the governor of the region was traveling in
front of them, and according to the law they weren't permitted to pass the governor. The
Toldos feared that they wouldn’t get to Medzhybizh in time for Shabbos. Rebbe Nachman
of Horedenka told him, “There is a belief that I sought to acquire, throughout my life. That
is to believe that those matters that seem to be working against me, are actually working
for me, bringing me closer to my goals. So I am not worried about this problem. I believe
that this obstacle will be for our benefit, so we can get to Medzhybizh in time for
Shabbos.
The Toldos answered, “Halevay! If only you're correct."
They slowly tailed the governor's coach, and then they came to a city. It was market day,
and the road was filled with people, stands, horses and wagons, and the traffic was terrible.
But to honor the governor, the townspeople quickly moved everything to the side, so the
governor could pass through. The Toldos and Rebbe Nachman Horedenka were right behind
the governor, so they were able to ride easily and quickly through the town. At the other
side of town, the governor turned left, Rebbe Nachman and the Toldos turned right, and they
were in Mezibuz, with the Baal Shem Tov, with plenty of time before Shabbos.
It was as Rebbe Nachman Horedenka predicted: The disturbance was for their benefit. For
this is the pattern Hashem set into the world: Even those matters that seem bad at first can
turn around, and then we will see that they were always for our benefit.
Someone from Eretz Yisrael told his Rav that he plans to go to chutz le'aretz to raise money
for his family. The rav gave his blessings, and added two guidelines: (1) He must learn Torah
each day. (2) Regardless of how much money one gives — whether one gives him a lot of
money or a little bit of money, he must have hakaras hatov and show his appreciation.
He traveled to chutz le'aretz, and in one home he encountered an unusual scene. The baal
habayis sat with his feet perched up on a table, and a large dog sat at his side. The Yid
from Eretz Yisrael felt like leaving the house right then and there, but he figured that since
he was already inside it would be rude to leave. So he timidly asked for a donation. The
man took out a five-dollar-bill, gave it to his dog, and the dog brought it to him. The Yid from
Eretz Yisrael was disgusted, and also humiliated, but he remembered that he must express
appreciation, even for a small amount of money (and even if it was given to him in a
disrespectful way) so he thanked the man for the money. He added, "This morning I learned
a Gemara that says, 'It is forbidden to raise a bad dog in one's home.' It seems from this
Gemara that there is such a thing as a good dog. (The Gemara only forbade owning a bad
dog, which means there are good dogs). Your dog is a good dog because it gives
tzedakah."
The baal habayis' eyes lit up and he said, "Go to the house across the street, and say that
dvar Torah to the person who lives there."
He remembered his Rav's stipulation, that he must have hakaras hatov even for a small
amount of money, so he went to the house across the street and said, "The person who
lives across the street from you told me that I should tell you the Gemara that forbids us
from raising a bad dog in one's home. Apparently there is also such a thing as a good dog."
The man of that home became extremely happy, and it didn’t take long before both neighbors
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In this week's parashah, the nation
walked for three days without water,
and when they finally found water it
was bitter. As it states (15:23),äúøî àáéå
...íä íéøî éë äøîî íéî úåúùì åìëé àìå, "They
came to Marah and they weren't able
to drink the water because the water
was bitter…." It seemed to be a very

serious problem.

The solution came when Moshe threw a
bitter tree into the water, as it states,åäøåéå
íéîä å÷úîéå íéîä ìà êìùéå õò 'ä, "Hashem
showed Moshe a tree, and he threw it
into the water, and the water became
sweet" (15:25). The bitter waters, which
appeared at first to be negative and bad,
became their salvation. This is how it
often is: matters appear bad, but they

become the origin of goodness.

Rebbe Moshe of Kobrinzt'l said that
when the Yidden came to Marah and
they found bitter water, they davened
that Hashem should show them other
waters they could drink. No one
imagined or prayed that the bad waters
should become potable. However, the
salvation came specifically from those

bitter waters.

Similarly, when people go through hard
times, they pray that the hardships
should disappear. They don’t consider
praying that the hard times should sprout

forth goodness.

The Ramban writes, "Chazal say that the
tree [which Moshe threw into the water]
was bitter. It was a double miracle (ñð
êåúá ñð)." The water was bitter, the tree

were hugging each other with immense joy. They were almost dancing in the street, they
were so joyous. They told him that they are father-in-law and son-in-law. When the son-in-law
bought a dog, the father-in-law considered that to be something very non-Jewish, so the
father-in-law stopped speaking with his son-in-law. But upon hearing that there are different
kinds of dogs, and there are also good dogs, the father-in-law made peace with his
son-in-law.
Now it was their turn to have hakaras hatov. Together they gave him eighteen-thousand
dollars.
This Yid returned to his Rav, and said, "In the merit of having hakaros hatov I earned
eighteen-thousand dollars."
The Rav told him, "It wasn't because of your hakaras hatov. It was because you studied
Torah each day. If you wouldn’t have studied Gemara that morning, you wouldn’t have
learned about the bad dog (and the implied good dog) and you wouldn’t have earned the
money."
This story reminds us : (a) the importance of having hakaras hatov, (b) to learn Torah each
day, (c) the lesson of hashgachah pratis, because Hashem helped this Yid in wondrous ways
and (d) that when one thinks something is bitter, it is the beginning of something very good
and sweet. It was humiliating and disgusting for the Yid when a dog brought him the five
dollars in the dog’s mouth, but that earned him eighteen thousand dollars. From the
humiliating and disgusting moment, something very special occurred. Sweetness came forth
from the bitterness.
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was bitter, and these two bitter matters
miraculously resulted in sweet water.

The Ramban concludes, “[Thereby]
Hashem showed Moshe His ways (åäøåä
åëøã)," for this is Hashem's way, to
bring forth goodness from hardships,
salvation from problems, sweetness

from bitterness.

As the Ramban writes, "The Midrash
teaches, it doesn’t state that Hashem
showedMoshe the tree (øîàð àì åäàøéå); it
states Hashem taught him (åäøåéå).
Hakadosh Baruch Hu taught Moshe His
way, that He sweetens bitter with bitter."
Those bitter matters turn around and
become the root of the kindness that

Hashem desires to give us.

In many tefillos we request that Hashem
should be our king (åðéìò êåìîå). Especially
in the tefillos of Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur, we request repeatedly, "Be
King over the entire world (ìë ìò êåìî
åìåë íìåòä)…" This implies that Hashem
isn't yet King, chas veshalom. The
reason is because a king runs his
kingdom as he wants to. Hashem's will
is to bestow kindness to the Jewish
people. This isn't happening yet, so
Hashem isn't appearing in the world as
the King. In øéùé æà (Shemos15:18), we
say, "Hashem will be King for eternity
(ãòå íìåòì êåìîé 'ä)". The implication is that
He isn't King yet, but "He will be King,"
in the future, when the world will be

filled with His kindness.

Onkelos, however, translatesíìåòì êåìîé 'ä
ãòå in present tense: "Hashem's kingship
reigns forever (éîìòìå íìòì íà÷ äéúåëìî 'ä

àéîìò)." This means Hashem is King even
now. The Kozhnitzer Magidzt'l explains
that this is because Hashem'schesed
manifests always, even ingalus, though
presently thechesedis concealed (only
hinted by Onkelos in his Targum).
People think that Hashem will be King
when Yidden will have wealth, health,
nachas, peace, and more. Actually,
Hashem is King even now, because only
good is happening right now, but such

good is presently concealed.

When one knows that everything is
Hashem's kindness, he can praise
Hashem even for the hard times.
Therefore, inøéùé æà we say, "the enemy
[Pharaoh] said, 'I will chase after [the
Yidden]. I will divide their wealth. I will
fill my temptations. I will draw my
sword. My hand will make them poor
(÷éøà éùôð åîàìîú ,ììù ÷ìçà âéùà óåãøà áéåà øîà
éãé åîùéøåú éáøç).'" Why is this pasuk in æà
øéùé? Why should we praise Hashem for
the troubles? The answer is, the Yidden
attained awareness that everything is for
the good, and therefore, one can praise
Hashem even for those moments that

seemed bad.

They also said, "this is my G-d, and I
will glorify Him ( åäåðàå éì-à äæ)" ( Shemos
15:2).”äæ ” denotes a very high level of
prophecy.Keviyachol, they were able to
point to Hashem, and sayéì-à äæ, "This is

my G-d…"

Chazal tell us that the úåçôù,
maidservants, said thispasuk. Chazal tell
us, "A maidservant (äçôù), at the Yam
Suf saw more than thenavi, Yechezkel
ben Buzi."



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- BeshalachBeshalachBeshalachBeshalach 11111111

How do Chazal know that the
maidservants said thispasuk? Perhaps it
was said by the tzaddikim? The Netziv
answers that they saidäæ, which means
that they were praising Hashem "for
this," for this salvation. They didn’t
recognize that one should also praise
Hashem for those matters that seem
bitter and hard too. The maidservants
perceived that we should praise Hashem
for äæ, for the salvations, while the

greater tzaddikim praised Hashem even
for the bad.6666

It is written (Shemos14:8), "Hashem
strengthened Pharaoh's heart, and he
chased after Bnei Yisrael,7777 and Bnei
Yisrael were leaving with a strong hand
(éðá éøçà óãøéå íéøöî êìî äòøô áì úà 'ä ÷æçéå
äîø ãéá íéàöé ìàøùé éðáå ìàøùé)."
The Alshich Hakadoshexplains thatãéá
äîø means haughtiness. If it weren’t for

6. The Torah tells us (15:20) ובמחולות  בתפים אחריה  הנשים כל  ותצאן בידה התף הנביאה ... מרים  ותקח

"Miryam the prophetess…took the drum, and the women followed after her with drums
and dancing."
Rashi writes, "The righteous women of that generation were certain that Hashem would
perform miracles for them, therefore they took out ,תפים drums, from Mitzrayim."
Why did they specifically take out drums, and no other musical instrument? Perhaps this is
because a drum is played by beating it. It hints that even when one is allegorically being
beaten, beautiful music is being played, because even the hardships will ultimately be for
our benefit.
There was once a band playing happy music, and the drummer fell asleep. The conductor
of the band slapped the drummer in the face. The drummer immediately awoke, and began
drumming to the happy tunes. Rebbe Nachman of Breslov zt'l saw this scene and
commented, "He received a potch, but continued to play joyously." Because even when one
goes through a hard moment, it’s important to keep up your good spirits, and continue being
happy and joyous. Remembering that everything is for the good will help us reach that level.
7. The Torah (14:10) states, ויצעקו מאד וייראו אחריהם  נסע  מצרים והנה עיניהם את ישראל  בני וישאו 

ה ' אל  ישראל ,בני "Bnei Yisrael raised their eyes and saw the Egyptians chasing them. They
were very frightened. They shouted to Hashem." On this pasuk, Rashi writes, אומנות  תפסו 

,אבותם "They grasped onto the profession of their fathers." Because they followed the path
of the Avos who would always turn to Hashem in tefillah.
The Bartenura (in his commentary on Chumash) asks, the pasuk states that they shouted
to Hashem, and it is obvious that they were praying, so what is Rashi adding by stating תפסו

אבותם ,אומנות they grasped onto the profession of their fathers?
Rashi is saying that אבותם אומנות ,תפסו that they were emulating their forefathers' ways, for
they would always pray when they were in a difficult situation. But they weren't davening on
their own. It was more that they were trained to daven, but they didn’t feel in their heart that
prayer is their only solution Tefillah shouldn’t be a routine, copying what tzaddikim do. One
should approach tefillah because he understands the need. This factor was missing in their
prayer.
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their haughtiness, Heaven wouldn’t
decree that Pharaoh should chase them.

There was an element of punishment in
Pharaoh chasing after Bnei Yisrael.

However, in the end, it turned out for
their benefit (with the miracles that
occurred, and the wealth that they
amassed, etc.) because all troubles and
hardships result in Hashem's kindness.8888

8. In Istanbul, merchants once came to Reb Chaim Palagi zt'l, complaining that they aren't
able to make any business, because there were three very powerful merchants who have

a monopoly of the market, and taking away their parnassah.
Reb Chaim Palagi corrected them, "Hashem gives each person the amount of money that
is destined from heaven. No one can take away your parnassah. It is even possible that
they are helping you out in your parnassah, because it is possible that everyone receives
bounty in the merit of their tzedakah." The smaller merchants weren't appeased.
When the three philanthropists closed their business and moved to Eretz Yisrael the smaller
merchants rejoiced. They thought that this was their chance to earn parnassah and wealth.
But within a year, they lost all their money. They saw that it was as Reb Chaim Palagi had
told them: The wealthy people weren't taking away their parnassah. They had parnassah in
the merit of the tzedakah those philanthropists gave. What they thought was a bitter problem
was the source of their blessings.
Reb Pinchas Weinstock z'l was twenty years old in the year ת"ש when the Germans
conquered his hometown. He and his family escaped by traveling from place to place, always
keeping a step ahead of the Nazis. Four years later, they were in France, and Reb Pinchas
fell ill with typhus. The family was devastated; after everything they went through, Reb
Pinchas might die from a disease. Reb Pinchas said, "Ribono shel Olam, for four years I
was running, fleeing, trying to keep myself and my family alive. If it's Your desire that I die
now, I accept Your decree with love."
As typhus is a contagious disease, he was quarantined in a closed off ward of the hospital.
He was in a delirious state for months, and he didn’t know that during that time the German's
invaded France. They didn't bother deporting the hospitalized and left them there to die.
Reb Pinchas recovered and sought his family. People told him that they were all deported
to Auschwitz. He was the sole survivor of his family.
Reb Pinchas lived a long, healthy life, and was niftar a few years ago at
one-hundred-years-old. He has a family, children and grandchildren, all following the ways
of the Torah. He would often repeat the story of his survival, emphasizing that when we
think something is bad, it is really for the good. When he fell ill with typhus, he thought it
was bad, but actually being hospitalized, out of the reach of the Nazis, was his key to
salvation.
There's a parable about an elephant that saw a mouse running in panic. "What's the matter?
What are you afraid of?"
"A cat wants to eat me."
With its long trunk, the elephant took a glob of earth, and poured it over the mouse. The
mouse hid underneath the earth and the cat ran right by him. The cat returned, and paid
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attention to the lump of earth, and it noticed a tiny tail sticking out. With one quick swipe
the cat pulled the mouse out of its hiding place.
This parable reminds us that when someone throws earth on you, he isn't always seeking
your harm. And when someone cleans you, he isn't always seeking your good.
For our topic, we must learn to accept the difficulties of life with joy. Sometimes one thinks
that Hashem is piling a mountain of tzaros onto him, but it is always for the good.
A king had an advisor who would often say, "Everything is for the good." The king disagreed
with him, because how could something bad be good. They would debate this matter often.
The king enjoyed hunting. One day, as the king was hunting in the forest with his entourage,
one of his men accidentally shot the king in the leg.
The advisor quickly came over to the king, and said, "This is also for the good… Something
good will come from this."
The king, in anger, said, "If you think this is good, it means you are happy I was shot in the
leg. Therefore, I command you to dig a pit, and then you must climb inside it. We'll all leave
the forest and leave you behind in the pit. I wonder if you will be able to say then, 'This is
also for the good.'"
The advisor said, "Yes, even this decree is for my good. Something good will come from it."
The king laughed.
With the help of his servants, the king mounted his horse, and they left the area, leaving
his advisor behind. The entourage was captured by cannibals. As the cannibals were
wrapping a heavy rope around the king, they noticed that he was shot in the leg. Fearing
that the wound may have become infected, they didn’t want to eat him. They untied him,
and let him free. The king returned to the pit, and said to his advisor, "Now I see that you
were correct. Everything was for my good. I was shot in my leg, and that saved my life."
The advisor replied, " Your placing me in this pit was also for my good, because had I been
with you, I would be captured and eaten by the cannibals…"
Reb Iren, the director of Leiv Shomeia (a telephone hotline for struggling yeshiva students)
told me the following story:
A father once called the hotline, and said to the therapist who answered the phone, "I know
that this hotline is for bachurim, and not for their parents, but I need to help my son, and I
think you can help me."
The father explained that his twenty-six-years-old son was having a hard time getting
engaged. (The father added that there are several siblings after him of marriageable age,
but he wants to marry them off in order of age.) Finally, something was moving in the right
direction; the son was about to get engaged. But then, his son did something against the
policy of the yeshiva where he learns, and the rosh yeshiva wanted to throw him out of the
yeshiva. The father explained that his son didn’t do anything terrible, but he violated one of
the rules of the yeshiva, which the rosh yeshiva felt mandates a suspension, so others
wouldn’t do the same.
The father said, “If he is thrown out of the yeshiva now, it will certainly ruin the shidduch –
especially since the girl’s brother studies in this yeshiva. When the girl's family hears that
he was expelled, they will drop the shidduch.”
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This was a job for Reb Iren, himself. Reb Iren took down all the information and called the
rosh yeshiva. He tried to negotiate with him: “Let the bachur sleep and eat at home. Just
allow him to continue learning in the yeshiva so the shidduch could go through.”
But the rosh yeshiva didn’t relent. The rules of the yeshiva must be upheld.
Reb Iren didn’t give up. He arranged that the yeshiva hold a meeting. Reb Iren, the rosh
yeshiva, the mashgiach, and other influential people in the yeshiva would be present. He
hoped that they could find a solution and save the shidduch.
Reb Iren took the 402 bus that goes from Bnei Brak to Yerushalayim, to be at the meeting
he arranged. Sitting next to him on the bus, was a fifty-year-old man, whose face was turned
to the window. It appeared that he was sleeping.
Reb Iren still had to make a few more phone calls to arrange the meeting. (Lev Shomeia is
very careful to preserve the privacy of the people they deal with, so without revealing any
identifying details, Reb Iren made a few phone calls.)
“What happened to gezel sheinah” his neighbor suddenly shouted at him, sitting up abruptly.
“Blah, blah, blah! Blah, blah, blah! You don’t stop talking! You are disturbing my sleep.”
Reb Iren was terribly embarrassed by this loud outburst. Everyone on the bus heard it, and
was looking towards them.
Reb Iren was thankful that it was dark in the bus; otherwise, his shame would be unbearable.
“I’m sorry…” Reb Iren began apologizing, but that was also a mistake, because it only
incensed his neighbor to rant and complain some more. Reb Iren immediately put his phone
on vibration. He would postpone the other important phone calls for after he got off the bus.
His neighbor went back to sleep.
Reb Iren’s phone vibrated. It was the rosh yeshiva. He knew that he must accept this call,
since the rosh yeshiva was the head of a very large yeshiva, he was often busy, and it was
very hard to catch him. In a silent voice, Reb Iren whispered into the phone: “Hello. Hello.
Hello.”
The rosh yeshiva said, “I understand that you aren’t able to speak now. I just wanted to tell
you that everything is taken care of. I spoke with the bachur, and he promised that he won't
break this rule again. I allowed him to remain in the yeshiva.”
Reb Iren rejoiced. His intervention had paid off. He now had to call the father, to tell him
the good news. The bus was already by Motzah, at the outskirts of Yerushalayim, and the
lights of the bus were turned on, so he figured that he could place the call. He saw that his
neighbor was also taking out his phone. This meant that he could speak even more freely
on the phone.
“Hello. Good news. I just spoke with the rosh yeshiva, and he permits your son to stay in
the yeshiva.”
As Reb Iren spoke, he heard his voice in double. It was coming out of the cell phone of the
fifty-year-old man who was sitting next to him. That person was the father of the bachur in
our story.
Now it was the father's turn to be embarrassed. He said, “I don’t believe it! You were calling
people, working for me, and I shouted at you?! How could I shout at the person who was
helping me?”
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AAAA StepStepStepStep AwayAwayAwayAway

Rebbe Moshe Leib Sassoverzt'l had an
open house; every Yid was welcome.
One of his guests was a sinner, who
eventually became the chief of thieves.

One day, Rebbe Moshe Leib was passing
through a forest, and the band of thieves
captured him. The head thief recognized
Reb Moshe Leib and he said to the
thieves, "Don't kill him. He used to feed
me, and I will now repay his kindness by
saving his life."
The head thief turned to Rebbe Moshe
Leib, and told him that there was a
condition. He must stay with them, to

teach Torah to his son.

Rebbe Moshe Leib learned with the
robber's son for a few weeks, but the boy
didn’t grasp it. Each night, the father
tested his son, and as the son didn’t
know the information well, the father
would beat him. The boy would accept
the beating in silence, without shedding
a tear, without begging for compassion.
After a few weeks, the father saw that
his son wasn't getting anywhere in Torah,

so he told Rebbe Moshe Leib that he
could return home. He asked his son to
accompany Rebbe Moshe Leib, to show
him the way out of the forest. As they
were walking, Rebbe Moshe Leib asked,
"How were you able to remain silent
when your father hit you?"
The boy replied, "That's simple. We are
thieves and we are trained to accept pain
in silence. That is essential, because if
the police capture a thief, they will
certainly torture him, demanding that he
reveal the other thieves, and the places
where they hide out. Therefore, thieves
are trained to endure beatings and pain

in silence."

Rebbe Moshe Leib said, "But I still
don’t know how you do it. What
techniques do you use to endure the
pain and remain silent?"
The boy replied, "We are taught to
think the following three things: (1) the
torture won't be forever, (2) envision
that the person hitting you is your
father, who doesn’t want to hurt you
too brutally and(3) each time you're hit,
think, 'This is the last one.' With these

The father told Reb Iren that on the previous night, he wasn't able to sleep, because he was
so concerned about his son. He was hoping that he could sleep a little bit on the bus. But
he still couldn’t forgive himself for embarrassing and rebuking Reb Iren, when all that he was
doing was trying to help him.
The lesson of the story is: Why do we complain, when Hashem is helping us? When life
isn’t going the way we want it to, people complain. Hashem could say, “I am working for
you. All these matters that you consider bad are for your benefit, so why you are upset with
Me?”
We are challenged, because we don’t see the complete picture and we don’t know how it
is for our good. But how can we complain? If we aren’t able to thank Hashem for the
hardships, the least that we can do is to remain silent, and to accept and believe that this
is also for our good.
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thoughts in mind, we are able to accept
pain in silence."
Rebbe Moshe Leib repeated this story,
and taught that when one hasyesurim,
strife and hardships, he should
remember: (1) the pain won't be
forever, (2) the source of these
circumstances is from our Father in
heaven Who has compassion on us
and(3) by each problem, think, 'This is
the last beating, and after this problem
passes everything will be good.' With
these thoughts in mind, we are able to

endure the hardships.

The first thought is, "the pain won't be
forever." In this week'sparashah, the
Yidden had a problem; for three days
they didn’t find water, and when they
finally came to a water source, it was
bitter. “The nation complained to Moshe
saying, ‘what will we drink (ìà íòä åðìéå
äúùð äî øîàì äùî)?’” But the salvation
was just around the corner. The next stop
in their travels was Alim, and it states
(Shemos 15:27), "They came to Alim.
There were twelve wells there, and
seventy date trees (éøùò éúù íùå äîéìà åàáéå
íéøîú íéòáùå íéî úåðéò)." The Chofetz
Chaimzt'l taught that this is how it often
is; the salvation is just a moment away.
One just needs to be patient, have
bitachon, and he will attain theyeshuah

that Hashem prepared.

ToToToTo ReachReachReachReach GreatGreatGreatGreat HeightsHeightsHeightsHeights QuicklyQuicklyQuicklyQuickly

The Sefas Emes (Pesach5632) teaches:
The Yidden in Mitzrayim were on a low
spiritual level, as Chazal tell us that the
Yidden worshipedavodah zarahjust like

the Egyptians (åììäå äøæ äãåáò éãáåò åììä
äøæ äãåáò éãáåò). Yet, when the sea split,
they attained the highest levels of
nevuah. Chazal tell us, "A maidservant
(äçôù), at the Yam Suf saw more than
the navi, Yechezkel ben Buzi." This
demonstrates the uniqueness of a Yid
who can extricate himself in one
moment from the lowest levels to the

highest ones.

In last week's parashah, Rashi (12:6)
writes, "[Hashem said] the time arrived
for Me to keep My promise, which I
swore to Avraham that I would redeem
his children, but they didn’t have any
mitzvos to be occupied in, to deserve
redemption. As it states, 'you were
naked' (Yechezkel16:7). Hashem gave
them two mitzvos, the blood ofPesach
and the blood of milah, that they
circumcised themselves that night…"
Nevertheless, the Midrash (Shemos
Rabba19) teaches, “Many Yidden didn’t

want to circumcise themselves…”

Despite all the miracles andmakkosthat
they witnessed, there were many who
weren’t yet ready to perform abris
milah. The Midrash tells, “Hashem
decreed that the winds of Gan Eden
should blow and become attached to
Moshe Rabbeinu’skorban Pesach… The
aroma emanating from Moshe'skorban
Pesachcould be smelled within a forty
day radius. All of Klal Yisrael came to
Moshe and said, ‘Please, let us eat from

your korban Pesach…’

"Moshe replied, ‘If you aren’t
circumcised, you can't eat from it…’ and
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they immediately circumcised
themselves. The blood of thekorban
Pesach mixed with the blood of their
milah. Hakadosh Baruch Hu took every
Yid and kissed him and blessed him.
This is as it states (Yechezkel16)“I
passed over you, and I saw that you were
wallowing in the blood, and I said,
because of your blood, you will live.
Because of your blood you will live
(êéîãá êì øîàå êéîãá úññåáúî êàøàå êéìò øáòàå
ééç ééç êééîãá êì øîàå).” The double
expression, 'because of your blood…
because of your blood,' is referring to the
blood of the korban Pesachand the
blood of themilah."
Notice how quickly they changed their
status. Only a few moments before, they
didn’t want thebris milah. But Hashem
sent the winds of Gan Eden to Moshe
Rabbeinu’skorban Pesach, and then they
all desired milah, and Hashem even
kissed and blessed each Yid. This is the
capability of a Yid, to rise to high levels,

at any given moment.

A bachur once told the Beis Yisraelzy'a
that he was struggling with hisemunah.
The bachuradded that since hisemunah

was so weak, he felt that Hashem didn’t
want him.

The Beis Yisrael told thebachur to bring
a GemaraShabbos. The bachur brought
it, and the Rebbe opened it to page 119.

"Read this."

The bachur read, “When one saysamen
yehei shmei rabawith all his might, even
if he sinned with idolatry, he will be
forgiven.”

“What is the Gemara saying?” the Rebbe
asked him.
The bachur explained, “The Gemara is
telling the power ofamen yehei shmei
raba. It atones for the greatest sins, even
avodah zorah.”
The Rebbe said, “I see something else. I
discern from this Gemara that even if a
person sinned withavodah zorah, he can
still say amen yehei shmei raba."
Because regardless of one's present level;
one can immediately rise up from there

to serve Hashem.

Perek Shirahcites thepesukimthat each
species says when they praise Hashem.
Chazal teach, "Reb Eliezer HaGadol said,
I testify that whoever studiesPerek
Shirah every day is aben Olam HaBa.
He will be saved from damages, from the
yetzer hara, from punishment, from the
Satan, and from all types ofmazikim

(demons and losses)."

Rebbe Bunim of Pshischazy'a asks, why
doesn’t Chazal say, "Whoever saysøéùé æà
every day is aben Olam HaBa"? øéùé æà
is a praise that humans said, so it should

be even more special.

Rebbe Bunim answers:Perek Shirahisn't
solely the praises that animals and birds
sing. They are the praises that a Yid
sings to Hashem after he sins, and he
falls to the level of birds, animals,
rodents, and insects. People who fall are
tempted to give up. But if one continues
to praise Hashem even then, and he tries
to elevate himself, it's very precious to
Hashem. For such praises one merits

Olam HaBa.



18181818 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- BeshalachBeshalachBeshalachBeshalach

øéùé æà

The Beis Ahron zt'l writes about the
great reward that one earns by saying
the øéùé æà, throughout the year. He
writes, “The shirah contains everything
that happened in the past, and everything
that will happen in the future, and
everything that a person needs. All of
this is in theshirah. If a person will say
it with a full heart and with mesirus
nefesh – each person according to his
level – all his needs, spiritual and

physical, will be attained.”

The Zohar teaches that when one saysæà
øéùé with joy, imagining himself walking
through the split Yam Suf, it will atone
for all his sins. (TheMishnah Berurah
quotes thisZohar in 51:17.)
The chassidim of Rebbe Shmelke of
Nikelsburg zy'a were once saying theæà
øéùé with immense joy until they

envisioned it, as though they were
actually walking through the Yam Suf.
They even raised the hems of their

jackets, so as not to get wet.

The Sefer Chareidim (Chapter 73)
teaches that sayingàåää íåéá 'ä òùåéå and æà
øéùé, with joy and with a tune, as Bnei
Yisrael said it bykriyas Yam Suf, atones
for one's sins, and it is an atonement
without enduring affliction and pain. The
Sefer Chareidim writes, “Whoever says
øéùé æà and thanks his Master for all the
kindness that He did for our forefathers,
and for us, and he says theshirah aloud,
with great joy, it is as though he just
now left Mitzrayim. All of his sins are
forgiven, and he is like a child who was
just born, without any aveiros.
Therefore, I accustomed myself to say it
with the same tune that is used when

reading the Torah."
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