
/// ohrmnc h,kkg,v rat ,t lbc icu lbc hbztc rpx, ignku
 wv hbt hf o,gshu (c-h),uct hfrsc vfhkv - ,usvhv suxh -

a    teus ,uhvk vfhrm uz vumn 'wohrmn ,thmhw ruphx cuhj kg ubhuymb cu,fv vz
,hkf, hf rcs ka ungyu 'wlbc icu lbc hbztc rpx, ignkw cu,fv iuakfu 'ick ctn
ahravk hsfu wwv hbt hf o,gshuw ohhxn cu,fva hpf 'vbuntv ,t rrugk thv uz vumn
uhctn kche ohrcsv ukta ubck rpxh ctva lrum ah ohbcv ,uckc vbuntv ,t
'rcs ka u,hntc icv rhfn lfc hf 'vagn vhv ovca rusv sg uhct hctn uhctu
lnxun uruenu 'rusk rusn rxnbu ,ruxnc rnab ruphxv vz hf uhbpk ohrnutaf

 /vkutdv ,gc ivu sucgav ,gc iv ovk vagbv ,t onmgc uuja uh,uct ,uctn
f"vtnf ,urusv kf ;ux sg ick ctn vrxunk ubhuuymhb wvru,v ,kcew sngn ,t od
hf 'wcrujc lhekt wv hbpk ,sng rat ouh 'lhbc hbcku lhbck o,gsuvuw (h y 's ohrcs)
vnv ov if kg 'ubh,uct ,uctu ubh,uctn ,"havc vbuntv ,t ubt ohebuha rjtn

/ubh,buntk vtmu, vnv ,uumnvu vru,v hf ',"hav ,ujrut ub,ut snkk ohchhjv
kfcu ovhdvbnc ehzjvku ubh,uct hfrsc ,fkk ubhcuhj kg ogy if od uvz    
iht ot od 'u,usvhn vtmu, ibhv hktrahv ahtv ka ,ufhkvv kf hrva 'ovh,ufhkv
ohdvbnv kf hf 'w,uumn d"hr,wvc ohkukf obhtu 'vru,c oharupn ,ufhkvv ukt
ka vbumra udhav o,gs cjurca ohbunsev ,urusv sg rus rjt rusn ubk ohruxn

/vbuntvu vru,v suxhc ohhuk, ukt oda tmnbu 'ohdvbnv uktc thv vru,
uhv lhtv ibuc,vk tuv ohsen uhbpk vrebv cmn kfcu 'uh,uct vagnc ehzjnv vz
kfa rjtn ',"hav hrjtn ruxh tka jycun ahtv vz 'vz ihgf cmnc ohdvub uh,uct

hkf v,ugr ,tn vatu uvgr ,tn aht uktahu ogv hbztc tb rcs
 cvz hkfu ;xf(c-th)trev kg wxukebut oudr,wv hrcsc ruthc - 

     z'v,rcj in t,,tu vhrcj in rcd ukhtau 'tng ose igf khkn" 'xukebut odr
c c,fu '"cvss ihbnu ;xfs ihbnwwwwrrrrddddvvvv    aaaappppbbbbwwwwwvhnjr inw odr, tk gusn 'ihcvk ahu" '

(ch-jk ,hatrc) vsuvh kmt cu,fv ,t odr,a unf '(vcvut) wv,nhjr inw (ucvut)
 hrcs osevc cahhk ahu /wvtnkusg vhnjr vrhjuw 'whnkusgv uvgr vrhjuwoooo""""hhhhcccckkkknnnnvvvvkg 

jkah if hrjt 'ohrmn kgu vgrp kg thct sjt gdb sug 'van kt wv rnthu" 'cu,fv
(okut 'wv ,t sucgk hsf ohnh vaukak rcsnk ,fkk ,uar ofk i,h) vzn of,t
rntba unfu 'okugk) vzn of,t (ung) ardh ard vkf (jukak ohfxha rjt) ujkaf
ogv hbztc tb rcs (ifku///w.rtv in ojkak rvnk ogv kg ohrmn ezj,uw [d"k oa]
ah vzka 'rcsnc wv ,sucg hnh ,aukak ,hbnz vktav ru,c eru 'uhafg) uktahu
',urhvnc wvzn of,t ardh ard vkfw ratf f"jt hf 'wudu (if ,uagk unhfxha hufhx
,tn aht uktahu ogv hbztc tb rcsw itf rntba vnn 'vbvu///lfk inz ofk vhvh tk
;xf hkf kutak ktrah og ,ubcu hbc uaec,ba gnan wv,ugr ,tn vatu uvgr
wuvgrw oac utrehh ohhrmnva rnuk rc,xn tk hf 'wohrhagn ohhbgw 'vzn vz cvz hkfu

uk tcaf ohngpk hf 'tnhb tknf zz ubht ovnu 'asue hrrvc osuxh uh,ufhkv
,ubnszv rmhv tmun hkhka rcsk vhyb uk rmub u,njn rat haue vzht ostk
uk ,utrvk khj,nu 'ahtv vz ka uck hj,pn kg unmg shngnu 'ucuj ,t ,ucdk
uag vn ,utrk uhrujtk ccu,xn ostv iht otu 'rcsv ,t rh,vk ohngy i"e
rb uhvh uh,uct hagn ot eru 'urmhk u"j ,u,p,vk tuv kukg 'ts iudfc uh,uct
hf /rmhv ,nhznn kmbvk vfzh unkugc u,cuj uvn ,utk uk uhvh vnvu 'uhkdrk

/ovh,upeavn u,peavu 'ongyn ungy vbua hf ;fh, rhfn ubbuc,vc
ostv ,t chhjnv ,ufkvu ohbhs obah vbav hsgun kfc hf 'tkp vz vtru     
vumn ,umn ah jxpcu 'ohbhn ws ,uumnu vfux ,uumn obah ,uduxv djc 'o,gak
ubt ohuumn v"rc 'ohtrubv ohnhc if unf 'ohcurnv uh,ufkv rtau .nj ruxhtu
k"z ubhnfj h"g ube,ba ohnhv od 'oumv ,uumnc ohruphfv ouhcu 'rpua ,uumnc
ohrupcu ',urbv ,uumn ah vfubjc 'ihsv smn ohcuhj ovc obah wohrupwu wvfubjw
cuhj oua uba tk ovca ohdj wc obah o,nugk /uhcuhju dju dj kf ',uumn wsv
w,ugucav djw tuv sjtv 'wvru,wv tuv obhbg kfa ohcuy ohnhv wc ovu 'ihsv smn
ohjna ubt uc wvru, ,jnaw ouh tuv hbavu 'vru,v ,kce ouhc ohdduj ubt u,ut
kfu 'ostv ,t ohchhjnv ohbhs ovc iht ukt ohcuy ohnh hba 'vru, ka vrnd kg
ohnav in ubk ,uruvk lfc ubuufa raptu 'dvbnv smn ot hf obht ovc vagbv
vkdn vzc hf 'ohdvbnv ,rhnac rehgc vhuk, ubh,ru, ,s ouhek suxhv rehga
uh,uct dvbn vbuaa ;t kg hf 'uh,uctn kchea vnc tuv ihntna ost kf
kfc ihntn ubhv hf vkdn lfcu ovhdvbnc tuv ehzjn z"fc 'ohbunvv rta dvbnn
kfc rujtn yhcvk ostv ,t rrugh ohdvbnv kg vrhnav omgu 'ovn kchea vn

 /runtf ktnau ihnh vru, ka vbumrn ruxh tk lfn vtmu,fu uh,uct ,ufhkv
rcusna ;tu 'ceghu ejmh ovrct ,ubcu hbc ova ktrah og ,ubcu hbck wv,ugrwu
ohhrmnv uahdrh tka hsf ,tza 'k"bu 'urhhd,vu vru,v ,t ukcea hbpk itf
unhfxh tk htsuucu rcsnc wv ,sucg hnh ,aukak er tku okugk ovn ohktuaa
cvz hkfu ;xf hkf vcrv lf kfk ohfhrm ov gusn ovhbhgc tkphh hf 'oukhtavk
ohhbgw 'vzn vz uktaha ovn wv aehc ifku 'rcsnc wv ,sucg hnh wd khcac er
vsucg lrumka vtrbfa ochkc urnth ohhrmnv ,tz utrh ratfa hsf 'wohrhagn
'cvz hkfu ;xf hkf vhvh ovhbhca ohhbgv od ktrahn sjt kfka lhrm vz dju uz
'"vz dju uz vsucg lrumk cvz hkfu ;xf hkf ,hbnz oukhtavk unhfxh ov od lfcu

c wgu)[[[[ttttbbbbkkkkhhhhuuuuuuuunnnn    tttt""""rrrrddddvvvvnnnn]]]]    wwwwuuuuvvvvhhhhkkkktttt    kkkkuuuueeeewwwwcu 'wwwwooookkkkaaaavvvv    ,,,,uuuuppppxxxxuuuu,,,,wwwwurthca 'wh ,ut cu,fv kg 
/([ktrah og ,ubcu hbcn wv,ugr-uvgrw ,usut rcsn cu,fva] vz lrs kg

itf rcusna iuhf"a 'wxukebut oudr,wv hrcs ,t wrdv apbwc cahh z"pku     
o,utnw 'tmun u,utnu ogv u,utn ova ktrah ,ubcu hbcn wv,ugr-uvgrw ,usut
odr, ifk 'ovhbhca ,ushshv ,usut rcsk cu,fv ,buuf ihtu 'omgc ohrcju w,uct
kt thv u,ugnana (vcvut-ucvut) wv,nhjr-vhnjrw tku 'wv,rhcj-vhrcjw itf
vsuvh ka whnkusgv uvgr vrhjw hcdk if tk okut 'omgc ,urhcj kt tku ,ushsh
tuv oa cu,fv ,buufu 'ushsh er omgc urhcju wuh,uctnw 'utmunu ungn vhv tka

/"wvhrcjw tku wvhnjrw oa odr, ifku 'ovhbhca ,ushshv ,usut rcsk

R’ Moshe Midner zt”l (quoted in Nesivos Shalom) would say:

    “wo,caunc rut vhv ktrah hbc kfkuw - During the Plague of Darkness, the Jewish people were blessed with a Heavenly and

Divine light. Even today, Yidden can acquire this special light. However, this is a unique light, an wrutw, that an individual

person can never attain. Why? For this light will only shine wo,cauncw - in their dwellings. When a group of Yidden sit

together, they can acquire this unique light, but not on an individual basis. As a result, when Yidden come together on

Shabbos and other occasions and sit together in their dwellings, they can merit to uplift and promote this special light.”
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R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l (Dorash Moshe) would say:

     “wuuj,ahu ogv sehuw - Rashi explains that the people bowed when they heard the ‘tidings of the

redemption, the entry into the Land, and the tidings of the children that they would have.’ Did they

think they wouldn’t have children? They were a huge assembly, 600,000 strong. What was special

about this tiding? It was when they heard that they would have children who would be learned in

Torah and follow in the ways of their forefathers, that they realized the greatness of this tiding. For one

can only be an ‘Av’ - a father, to a child who follows in his ways. If a child does not follow his ‘Avos’

k"r, then the child cannot be a son to these ‘Avos’ - to his forefathers. This was the great tiding.”

A Wise Man would say: “You don’t have to win every argument. Stay true to  yourself.”                
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"ckv cehb" - ,uphry ukt whb,n - Have a Heart: Chulin 42a
The Teshuvos Chacham Tzvi (sg) brings a case where a lady said she
cut open her chicken and saw the heart was missing. The local Beis Din
paskened that a missing heart is a Treifa. The Chacham Tzvi responded
that since it is known that no living creature can exist without a heart, thus
the heart must have fallen out onto the floor and the chicken is kosher. In
a later shaila (ug) he reports that the Maharal M’Prague also ruled this
way saying that nothing can live without a heart. Well, how about a
Golem? It is interesting to note, that although the Maharal was quoted,
there is no mention of his alleged Golem. In another Teshuva (dm), the
Chacham Tzvi discusses if a Golem may be counted for a Minyan and
he even mentions his Zaida, R’ Eliyahu M’Chelm zt”l, who he said
made a Golem. But again, no mention of the Maharal! Incidentally, he

paskens that a Golem may not be counted for any vauseca rcs.
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         A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (110)
Kavod HaTorah: Standing Up for a Baal Maasim. As we’ve
been discussing the halachos of standing up for a Talmid

Chacham, Rebbi and Rabo Muvhak, it is appropriate to add
some lesser known halachos of standing up for other people. For
example, the halacha of standing up for one who is outstanding
in performing good deeds. The Gemara (1) relates that Shmuel,
the Gadol Hador, would stand up for Rav Yechezkel because he
was a “Baal Maasim.” The Shulchan Aruch (2) understands
this not as an obligation, but rather as a permissive heter. We
might have thought that it is incorrect for someone like Shmuel
to stand up for someone like Rav Yechezkel, because it is
demeaning to the kavod of Shmuel’s position as a Talmid

Chacham. Thus, the halacha tells us it is permitted. However, the
Yad Ramah and Ran (3) explain the Gemara to mean that there is
an independent obligation to stand up for a Baal Maasim.
Classical Explanation of the Ran. The Ran (Rabbeinu
Nissim zt”l) explains this obligation as follows: “The Torah

commanded us to stand up for those who have acquired Torah

wisdom because it brings one to good deeds. Yet, the Torah

didn’t say specifically to stand up for a Baal Maasim because it

is not always recognizable to all, as it is by Torah wisdom.

(However we understand from the Torah that there is indeed an

obligation to stand up for one who is truly a Baal Maasim).”

This is what the Gemara in Berachos (4) states, that the purpose
(high point) of Torah wisdom is repentance and good deeds.
How Do We Pasken? Even though the Mechaber rules leniently,
as mentioned, a long list of later Poskim, including the Bach, Taz
and Shach (5), rule that one should be strict and stand up for a

 

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

Baal Maasim. This is strengthened by the fact that according to
the Ran, the obligation is a Torah obligation, learned from the
chiyuv to stand up for a Talmid Chacham. Sefer HaMakneh (6)

writes that the obligation is only when one comes within his four
amos, like by a regular Talmid Chacham who is not his Rabo

Muvhak or a Gadol Hador, where one stands up as soon as he
sees him. The Birkei Yosef (7) suggests that the whole obligation
is only if the Baal Maasim is also at least somewhat of a
Chacham, and not if he is a completely ignorant person.          
Defining a “Baal Maasim.” The definition of a Baal Maasim is
unclear. Does it mean a person is occupied with Tzarchei Tzibbur

(public needs)? Does it mean Bein Adam L’Makom, Bein Adam

L’Chaveiro, or both? Does a lady who fits the description attain the
same status? We will try to clarify these issues next week, IY”H.

















     In a strict sense, this posuk gives us the special mitzvah to eat matzos on the first night - "crgc" - of Pesach. The Vizhnitzer
Rebbe, the Imrei Chaim zt”l, offers a novel and original explanation of these words. The word "crg" means evening, but the
word "crg" can also mean sweet! The posuk can be understood to say, ",umn ukft, crgc" - “Mit zeeskeit zolst ir essen matzos.”
With SWEETNESS shall you eat the matzos! The mesorah of Klal Yisroel, which is “Passed On” on this auspicious night of
Pesach, must be given over with “Zeeskeit” - with a geshmak, and a sweet enjoyment for Torah and mitzvos. 
     Years ago, “Mesorah” was not an issue. Children grew up with rich vibrant Jewish lives and that is all they knew and
cherished. They did what the Zaida did and what his Zaida did! There was pride in following in the footsteps of one’s parents.
Nowadays, unfortunately, there is so much going on outside the home. Children are educated in schools and are very busy with
their friends. The availability of bringing into the home every goyish nonsense (and worse) has gotten out of control. Kids think
that since their parents are so technologically outdated, they are not in touch with today’s reality in many other ways as well.
They copy their friends, they need to be like “everyone else” and they throw away the beautiful rich Mesorah that has kept our
people alive for thousands of years. The only way to remedy this situation is with “Zeeskeit” - with sweetness you shall keep
mitzvos! Eat up the beautiful Torah life that we have and make it so delicious and inviting for your children that they won’t
want to look anywhere else for entertainment and fun! Cooking for Shabbos, building the Sukkah, cleaning for Pesach, etc.,
can be made so geshmak, that everything will pale in comparison. A goal of parents in this generation is to make Yiddishkeit
fun, and give our children such a good time at home living a life of Torah, that they will not want to be anywhere else!
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    At the end of the parsha, the Torah talks about the mitzvah of Pidyon Peter Chamor, a mitzvah to redeem a firstborn
donkey. Although they are non-kosher animals, firstborn donkeys have kedushas bechor and must be redeemed with a
lamb. If not they are decapitated. Rashi states that this special procedure of Pidyon Peter Chamor was a reward for the
donkeys who helped the Jewish people transport all the gold and silver they took from the Egyptians at the time of Yetzias
Mitzrayim. This is similar to the words of the Mechilta on the posuk "ubak ckf .rjh tk", that the dogs did not “whet their
tongues” against Bnei Yisroel during Yetzias Mitzrayim: “This is why in a case of non-kosher meat (treif) the Torah tells us,
wu,ut iufhka, ckfkw (throw it to the dogs) to teach us that Hashem does not withhold reward from any creature even a dog.”
     R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld zt”l, Rav of Yerushalayim, asks: Why is it that the donkeys which helped the Jews,
received Kedushas Haguf (bodily holiness) whereas the dogs which helped the Yidden by Yetzias Mitrayim were given the
scraps of treife meat? Why is it that all we give the dog is a non-kosher steak for keeping quiet?
    My machshava is as follows: A donkey carries a load for others; a dog barks for itself. We see from here that one who
shleps anothers’ burden becomes holy. The dogs kept quiet, a hard job for them and for which they were rewarded, but the
donkeys carried the heavy loads for Klal Yisroel, a much higher level of service, and were thus blessed with Kedushas Haguf.
It is a lesson for us to remember that one who helps others, who is willing to ‘shlep’ for aged parents, spouses and friends in
need, will receive a special blessing of kedusha. The dogs got some treif meat - but the donkeys became inherently holy.
     May we all be zoche to good tidings )yca-a gnabc ,uruay(,ucu  in the zechus of helping our fellow Yidden in need.           

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 /// asjk ohragu sjtv ouh sg ,mn ukft, crgc(jh-ch)

 wudu o,tcm kg ohrmn .rtn ktrah hbc ,t wv thmuv vzv ouhv omgc hvhu(tb-ch)
    The story of Operation Brothers is about the rescue of thousands of Jews, who were whisked out of enemy lands and
brought to the Holy Land. It was one of the finest rescue operations in Israel’s history. It dates back to 1977 with the election
of Prime Minister Menachem Begin. Reports came into Israel that Ethiopian Jews were fleeing the civil war and famine in
their homeland, many heading to neighboring Sudan where they were being housed in refugee camps. Although Sudan was a
predominantly Muslim state hostile to Israel, its geographical location made it a perfect pathway for Ethiopians hoping to
continue on to the Jewish state. Begin summoned the head of the Mossad, Yitzhak Hofi, to see what could be done and after
some time, the Mossad began to surreptitiously scout the Sudanese coastline, looking for locations where the Israeli Navy
could pick up groups of Ethiopian Jews and transport them to Israel. It discovered 15 empty beachside villas (complete with
kitchen and dining room) that had been built by Italian entrepreneurs a decade earlier. However, the site had been abandoned
when the Sudanese authorities failed to provide the promised access road, and water and electricity.
    Deciding that the deserted picturesque village could be an ideal staging area from which to smuggle the Ethiopians to Israel
by sea, the Mossad hatched its plan. The Sudanese Tourist Corporation believed it was renting the resort - for the princely
sum of $320,000 - to a Swiss company eager to create a new getaway destination. Of course, the company’s “European”
managers, diving instructors and windsurfing coaches were all actually Israeli intelligence operatives.
    The Mossad leased the resort for three years and placed a handful of key agents there. They were charged with renovating
the place, hooking it up to the electricity and water, and turning it into a fully staffed, sun-and-fun tourist destination. The
local employees knew nothing of the resort’s real goal, or the real identities of their bosses. And the guests who eventually
stayed at the resort - making it such a success it even turned a profit - included Egyptian soldiers, British SAS troops, foreign
diplomats, and Sudanese government officials - none of whom knew of the true identity of their hosts.
     Mossad agents posed as professional diving instructors and even introduced windsurfing to Sudan. By comparison to the
rest of the poor, desert-like country, the resort known as the Arous Tourist Village, offered Hilton-like standards and
according to one agent, “it really looked like something out of the Arabian Nights. It was unbelievable.”
     The diving storeroom, which was out-of-bounds to all employees, contained hidden radios that the agents used to keep in
contact with their headquarters in Tel Aviv. When they received a message that it was time to move, Mossad agents would
leave at night for their rescue operations, telling local staff that they’d be out of town for a few days. They would then drive to
a refugee camp deep into Sudan, hundreds of miles away, where the Ethiopian refugees were waiting, and bring them back to
a beach near Arous. They then transferred the refugees to Israeli SEAL teams, who would load them onto rubber boats,
sending them out to rendezvous with an Israeli naval vessel waiting in international waters, and on to Israeli territory. 
     After one of the operations almost got busted in 1982, when the Israelis were fired upon by a Sudanese military unit that
had followed them and their “human cargo” to the beach, believing they were smugglers, Israel decided to send jets to
covertly airlift the Ethiopian Jews to Israel instead. There were 17 separate airlifts in which planes landed on a makeshift
airfield in the desert and took off filled with Ethiopian Jews. All in all, a total of at least 7,000 Ethiopian Jewish refugees were
rescued and brought to the Land of Israel - all coordinated and executed by the fictitious Arous Tourist Village team.
     The agents abandoned the resort in 1985 after years of running it. The military junta in charge of Sudan at the time began
scouring the country for Israeli spies, and Mossad’s chief in Israel ordered the agents to leave. The agents evacuated the resort
in a hurry, some in the middle of the night, while guests were still staying at the hotel. Looking back, Operation Brothers was
a mission unlike any other for the Mossad operatives, whose usual operations involved bloodshed and conflict. In Sudan they
got to play a key role in a humanitarian mission - one that remains unique in the history of intelligence operations.                       

vsp, tk otu vac vsp, rnj ryp kfu     
/// vsp, lhbcc ost rufc kfu u,prgu    (dh-dh)

 /// .rtv in ojkak rvnk ogv kg ohrmn ezj,u(dk-ch)
llllyyyynnnn: The suffering and tribulations that the Chiddushei
HaRim, R’ Yitzchok Meir Alter zt”l, underwent in his
lifetime are almost beyond description. As a young man, he
was destitute, with nary a penny in his pocket. He and his
wife had fourteen children, of which only one son and three
daughters survived to adulthood and married. By the time
he died, only one of his children remained alive.
     Soon after his wedding, he lived in abject poverty.
However, his mind never focused on the negative; rather,
he was always learning Torah and serving Hashem to the
best of his abilities. One day, his young bride asked him,
“Most people worry about parnassa and how they will live.
How come you never worry about such things?”
     R’ Yitzchok Meir answered, “Who says I don’t worry?
Of course, I worry. But your father took me as a son-in-law
because he said I am a genius. As such, I figured out how to
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do all my worrying in one single minute - something other
people need at least three days to worry about!”
     She looked at him sharply and asked, “But what good is
one minute of worrying?” To which he replied with a smile,
“Indeed! My one minute of worry accomplishes the same
(nothing) as their three days of worry!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Although Bnei Yisroel were waiting for their freedom
for 210 years, the moment they were actually released from
slavery came amidst a rush and urgency to hurry up and leave
Egypt as soon as possible. The Egyptians literally “took hold”
(ezj,u) of the Jews and forced them out. There was no time to
prepare food, no time to bake bread, no time to get ready. For
when Hashem wants a person to do something, there is no time
to waste - it’s time to get up and move! And the same goes for
other aspects of life. If a person is meant to have something -
good or bad - there is no time to sit and worry over it. What’s
meant for you is yours. What’s meant for another is his.
Worrying about it - even for a minute - is a waste of time.
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 ohrmn .rt ,t ,ufvk /// uvhnrh kt wv rcs rat rcsv(dh-un whnrh)
   The Haftorah opens with Yirmiyahu’s prophecy that the
mighty Babylonian army will destroy Egypt as a punishment
for the hardship it brought upon the Jewish people over the
course of 210 years of slavery. The Haftorah concludes with
encouragement from Hashem that if the Egyptians will
return to their land, then without a doubt the Jews will soon
return from Bavel to their homeland, the Land of Israel.
    In the Parsha, Egypt is punished for committing atrocities
against Bnei Yisroel. Hashem sent ten plagues; one of the
plagues was locust. The Haftorah also makes reference to
locust. A further connection is the liberation of the Jewish

people from Egyptian bondage to the freedom of Israel,
which is mentioned in both the Parsha and the Haftorah.
     The Navi Micha writes his immortal words to compare and
contrast the exodus from Egypt to the future redemption: hnhf"
(uy-z vfhn) ",utkpb ubtrt ohrmnn l,tm - “Like the days of your
exodus from Egypt, I will display (my) wonders.” Rabbeinu
Saadia Gaon zt”l interprets these words in the following
manner: by Yetzias Mitzrayim, where the Torah predicts the
Exodus with just two letters - "is(sh-uy ,hatrc) "hfbt  - “I will
judge (them)” - and yet there were so many miracles and
wonders that took place; in the time of Moshiach, about
which volumes and volumes have been written, can one
imagine how many miracles and wonders will take place?



CHANGE THE NARRATIVE
As heard from Rabbi Bentzion Klatzko 
 
I was at an estate sale a few weeks ago; they were 
selling everything and had hired a person to manage 
the event and keep track of all the sales. There was 
a piano for sale. My wife grew up with a piano, so I 
thought she might like it. “How much is it?” I asked 
the guy. He said it was $250, which is an excellent 
price for a solid piece of furniture.

“But,” he added, “a woman just came before you and 
asked about it. She looks like she wants to buy it. But 
don’t leave yet; let’s see if she has the money.”

The woman, clearly Jewish, was across the room. She 
said she wasn’t sure she had the cash but she would 
go home and get it. I had the money, but I told the 
man I wouldn’t jump ahead of her.

“But you have the money—it’s a done deal!”

“Well,” I told him, “in Judaism we have a rule called 
ani hamehapech b’charara—if you see a poor man 
searching the garbage, you shouldn’t grab any object 
of value that he finds. I can’t jump in and take it.”

The man, bewildered, turned to her and asked if she 
had the money. She had $70. He did not want to wait 
for her to go home; what if she didn’t come back?

“How much do you need?” I asked. I gave her the rest 
of the money, and she wrote down my address.

The man was shocked. “I don’t understand. You’re 
Jews; I thought you’re money-hungry grabbers. Do 
you even know her? How can you trust her?”

When we go out of our way to show how Torah 
impacts us, it can be not only a kiddush Hashem, but a 
chance to reshape the world’s narrative about Jews. 

THE WORLD COMPLETED
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with permission from 
the publisher. 

Not only the Makkos but also their cessation was a striking sign of Hashem’s 
omnipotence. Even the greatest  revelation of His power would not be 
enough to convey to the nations the idea of the G-d of Israel. At most, it 
would present Him as the highest power, the most forceful of all forces. In 
the Jewish conception, Hashem's creations do not escape His control. It 
was through the ending of the plague at G-d’s command, its differentiation 
between Egypt and Goshen, that G-d revealed Himself. No other power can 
control elemental forces once they have been released.

This is why we celebrate the last day of Creation, Shabbos. The non-Jewish 
world celebrates the first day, Sunday. The universe as a result of natural 
forces can explain the Sunday of Creation, but it cannot explain the Sabbath. 
Why has the creation of new creatures ceased if the same creative forces 
of nature still exist? That is why G-d established the Sabbath, the Shabbos 

The Aseres Hadibros are listed twice in the Torah. There are 
some differences between the two, but Chazal say they were 
spoken simultaneously. In Yisro, the fourth commandment is 
“Zachor es yom haShabbos” to remember that Hashem created 
the world in six days. In Vaeschanan, however, it is “Shamor 
es yom haShabbos” to remember that we were once slaves in 
Mitzrayim. Both of these ideas are found in Kiddush: Shabbos is 
zecher l’maase Bereishis, and also l’Yetzias Mitzrayim.  

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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with which Creation ceased, and not the days of 
Creation, as a monument to the Creator.

The stopping of creation is a greater proof of a 
Creator than the existence of heaven and earth. 
Why have natural forces ceased to function? 
Why has the cause ceased producing the effect?

This teaches us that the present Sabbath was 
preceded by purposeful creative activity, and 
that the universe is not the result of blind 
nature, but of a Creator endowed with supreme 
wisdom, free will, and unlimited power.

This all-powerful, limit-setting dai! attesting 
to the Creator is inscribed not only on creation 
as a whole, but in the details. Our Sages take us 
through the spheres of creation and show us 
the many different kinds within and between 
species. These, too reveal the Creator’s hand, 
setting measures and limits.

Look at the heavens: there is a planet that 
completes its orbit in 12 months, and there is a 
planet that completes it in 88 days, and another 
in 248 years. Look at the earth—how varied 
are the different species of plants, and yet how 
regular are their laws! Everything in heaven 
and on earth testifies to vayechulu, the ending 
of creation. A free almighty Will rules over us, 
restraining us within limits, making us what we 
are.

Vayechulu! Everything is limited in size and 
purpose, everything has received its allotted 
measure of material and energy, and has been 
assigned its time of development and its own 
kind. Were it not for the Creator, Who assigns 
purpose and measure through His Will and 
sovereign power; had only the blind forces of 
nature prevailed—the world would never have 
materialized.

Thus, vayechulu attests to the creation of the 
world by a free, wise, and almighty G-d.  

TZADDIK BEN RASHA
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

We return now to the history of Eretz Yehuda. As we have previously explored, 
Menashe did teshuvah, removing all the idols from the Beis Hamikdash and 
Yerushalayim, but when he died, his son Amon took the throne. Amon had 
learned nothing from his father’s travails. He reverted to his father’s early 
ways. Menashe had installed an idol in the courtyard of the Beis Hamikdash; 
Amon went further and put an idol into the Kodesh Hakedashim.

At this time, a major political struggle broke out. The party known as the “Am 
Haaretz” had supported the worship of idols since Menashe’s time, but those 
people who were loyal to the Torah assassinated Amon after a reign of only two 
years. The Am Haaretz retaliated and killed everyone involved. They placed 
Amon’s eight-year-old son Yoshiyahu on the throne, assuming that, with their 
guidance, he would follow in their ways. They would be sorely disappointed.

While still a teenager, in the eighth year of his reign, Yoshiyahu began to 
seek out the G-d of his fathers. Four years later, he had gained the courage to 
begin destroying the idols in Yehuda and Yerushalayim. This was no easy task, 
since there were many in the government who favored the Am Haaretz. But 
Yoshiyahu worked from behind the scenes to amass the support to withstand 
their opposition.

In the eighteenth year of his reign, he sought to cleanse the land even further, 
and to cleanse the Beis Hamikdash as well. No major repairs had been made to 
the Beis Hamikdash since the days of Yoash, over 200 years earlier. Yoshiyahu 
sent two of his chief officers to begin the process.

In the course of their work, Chilkiyah Kohen Gadol found a Sefer Torah that 
had been secreted away in the Beis Hamikdash during the years of turbulence, 
and not just any Sefer Torah. According to Chazal, it was the Sefer Torah which 
had been written by Moshe Rabbeinu, which was kept rolled to the beginning 
of Bereishis. But Chilkiyah found it open to the tochacha in Sefer Devarim.

Yoshiyahu took this as a sign that the retribution foretold by the prophets 
was imminent. He was jolted into action, beginning a new era in the history of 
Eretz Yehuda.  

FRIGHT OR FLIGHT

Why do gazelles jump when cheetahs approach?

When a gazelle spots a cheetah making a fast approach, it will flee at full gallop; rarely will it 
spring stiffly into the air, a motion called stotting. Only at a safe distance will a gazelle stot. If the 
cheetah is less than 90 feet away, it will usually rush at the gazelle and capture it. If the gazelle 
spots the cheetah further away, the hunt usually fails; gazelles generally starts stotting at about 
200 feet away from the cheetah. When the cheetah sees the gazelle stot, it usually lies down or 
abandons its stealth. It realizes that it has lost the advantage of the surprise and that the hunt 
has ended. Even when only one gazelle in a group stots, the cheetah seems to get the message.   

Adapted from "It's Amazing!" published by Jewish World of Wonders/Israel Bookshop
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Q: Last week, we discussed the case 
of a person who agreed to transport 
someone’s item overseas and placed it 
in his luggage that went into the baggage 
hold, and that item was lost en route. We 
determined that if the airline reimburses 
him for it, he must remit that payment to 
the owner. 
What remains to be determined is how 
much of that payment he must remit. 
The airline does not attempt to evaluate 
how much the used item was worth; they 
reimburse the traveler for the full amount 
it would cost to replace it with a new one. 
May the traveler reimburse the owner 
only for the value of the used item that he 
lost and keep the rest, or must he remit 
the entire payment from the airline to the 
owner?
A: The airline reimburses the traveler for 
lost items because they take responsibility 
for the items in the baggage hold. If an 
item is lost, they pay for the full value of 
a new item, either because they cannot 
estimate the value of the used item, or 
because they must enable the traveler to 
replace the item and cannot guarantee 
that he will find a used one. The entire 
payment is for their having been negligent 
as shomrim, and it therefore belongs to 
the owner of the item, not to the traveler.
We find a similar halachah in the case of 
someone who sent a shaliach (agent) to buy 
something for him, and the store owner 
deliberately sent more than he ordered. 
Who keeps the additional merchandise? 
The halachah is that if the product has a 
set price, and the store owner decided to 
add on more as a gift, then the addition is 
split between the sender and the shaliach 

Mr. Sander had a side business driving people. One 
day, Mr. Blum called. “I need a ride to the airport this 
evening,” he said. 
“I’m not available,” said Mr. Sander.

“There’s no way you can do it?” asked Mr. Blum. “You always give me a very good 
rate.”
“My son Chaim is home,” Mr. Sander said. “Maybe he can take you. I’ll see.” 
“Can you drive Mr. Blum to the airport tonight?” Mr. Sander asked. “I’ll tell him how 
much to pay.”
“All right,” agreed Chaim.
Mr. Sander called back Mr. Blum. “Chaim can take you,” he said. “Give him $30; that’s 
enough for him.”
When they arrived at the airport, Mr. Blum thanked Chaim. “I appreciate your taking 
me,” he said. He gave Chaim $30.
“That’s all?” asked Chaim. “A car service to the airport costs about $60. The cheapest 
you can get is $40.”
“Thirty dollars is what I arranged with your father,” replied Mr. Blum. “He always 
gives me a discount.”
“That’s fine if he drives,” said Chaim. “But if I drive, I have to agree to the discount! 
You can’t expect me to drive you and not even pay the minimum fare.”
“The discount is between you and your father,” argued Mr. Blum. “I arranged with 
your father $30, so that’s what I’m paying.”
“I’m not going to say anything to my father,” said Chaim. “It’s not respectful. But I 
expect you to pay fairly for the service you received.”
“In my book,” replied Mr. Blum, “fair is 
whatever amount was agreed upon.”
“You need to get to your flight,” said 
Chaim. “I don’t want to delay you. When 
you return, though, I would like to take 
up the issue with Rabbi Dayan.”
“That’s fine with me,” said Mr. Blum. “I’ll 
be back in two weeks.”
When Mr. Blum returned, he went 
with Chaim to Rabbi Dayan. “My father 
arranged that I should drive Mr. Blum to 
the airport,” Chaim said. “He arranged a 
very low fare, below the accepted rate. 
Am I bound by my father’s arrangement?” 
“Rashba addresses a similar case,” 
replied Rabbi Dayan. “A father arranged 
that his son work as an apprentice for a 
set amount each year. After two months, 
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Q: Are rulings issued by civil courts, such as Supreme Court decisions, included in dina 
d’malchusa?
A: Dina d’malchusa applies to laws and rules established by the king or legislative body 
of the government. However, laws and rules advanced by civil courts are not included in 
dina d’malchusa, even if the law requires following their rulings. Civil judicial rulings do 
not have authority to usurp Torah law for dealings between Jews (Sma 369:21).
Moreover, even if the ruling is the court’s interpretation of the law, when this 
interpretation is unclear and subject to the judge’s personal understanding, especially 
if guided by worldviews contrary to Torah perspective, dina d’malchusa does not apply 
(Tzitz Eliezer 16:49).
Thus, even a Supreme Court ruling, which is not based on a clear reading of the law as 
intended by the lawmakers, does not carry the status of dina d’malchusa. Nonetheless, 
on contractual issues, the rulings can form a common commercial practice if they 
become entrenched and are accepted in practice among Jews as well (Responsa Rashba 
3:109, 6:149).

DINA D’MALCHUSA 
DINA #18
Legal Rulings

(as explained in detail in Business 
Weekly, issues 381-383). 
If there is no set price, however, and 
the store owner varies the amount he 
charges for each sale, then we assume 
that the addition the shaliach received 
was part of the sale, not a separate gift, 
and it belongs entirely to the sender 
(Shulchan Aruch 183:6, with Sma 20). 
Some say that even if the store owner 
specified that he is adding on more for 
the shaliach, since there is no set price 
for this product, it is still considered 
part of the sale and it belongs to the 
sender (See ibid.; Nesivos, Chiddushim 
13, but Minchas Pitim disagrees.) 
Similarly, since an airline’s payment is 
one lump sum for lost objects, and is 
not comprised of payment for the lost 
object plus a gift, it all belongs to the 
owner of the lost item (Shimru Mishpat 
3:48).
However, this is true only if the airline 
reimburses the traveler for the full 
value of all the items that were lost.
If the airline caps the reimbursement, 
and the total is not enough to cover the 
traveler’s own lost items and the item 
he took as a favor for his friend, the 
traveler may keep the reimbursement 
for himself. He is required to remit 
payment to his friend only if there is 
money left over after he has recovered 
payment for his own items.
If it is unclear whether the airline 
added money to the total of the 
reimbursement because of the item his 
friend sent, the traveler is entitled to 
keep the full reimbursement because 
of the rule of hamotzi mechaveiro alav 
haraayah, which requires the plaintiff 
to prove that the money is his (see 
Rema in 292:10).

money matters

the son decided not to continue, and the question arose whether he is bound by his 
father’s arrangement. In his answer, Rashba also addresses the question of the salary 
for the past” (Responsa attributed to Ramban #105).
“What does Rashba say?” asked Mr. Blum. 
“He cites the Gemara (B.M. 12a-b) that says that a father is entitled to the findings of 
a child who is financially dependent on him as a household member,” replied Rabbi 
Dayan. “There is a dispute among the Rishonim regarding whether the father is also 
legally entitled to his child’s earnings” (Machaneh Ephraim, Hil. Zechiyah U’matanah #3).
“Rashba concludes that even if the child is not financially dependent on his father, the 
arrangement is valid for past work,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “Since the child knew that 
his father made the arrangement and he began working without protest, he willingly 
accepts his father’s arrangement. Rema cites this ruling” (C.M. 333:8).
“What if someone else made the arrangement?” asked Chaim.
“Shach (333:45) writes that Rashba’s logic — that the son knew — applies also if 
someone else made the arrangement,” said Rabbi Dayan. “He further writes that even 
if the son didn’t know the details of the arrangement of his father or other person, he 
willingly accepted it.
“Nesivos (333:17), however, maintains that Rashba speaks only about a son,” continued 
Rabbi Dayan. “He explains that the father agreed to a very low sum. Had another 
person, even an agent, arranged an unfair sum, it would be void and the son would be 
entitled to the going rate. However, since a son relies and willingly accepts his father’s 
arrangement, it is binding.”
“Therefore,” concluded Rabbi Dayan, “Mr. Blum does not have to pay more than $30.”
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inheritance #9

employee and an oness occurs, the employee is 
not obligated to refund the money, even if they 
did not stipulate that it is non-refundable. The 
rationale is that since the employer paid before 
the commencement of the employment of his 
own volition, even though he is not obligated to 
pay until the end of the period of employment, 
that indicates that he wants the employee to 
have the money even in the event of an oness 
(Tosafos, B.M. 79b, cited by Shach, C.M. 334:2). 
Accordingly, if the employee demanded 
payment in advance and the employer did not 
pay of his own volition, there is no evidence 
that the employer agreed that the employee 
can keep the money unconditionally, and in the 
event of an oness he must refund the money 
(Maharach, Ohr Zarua 66).
Others write that the reason the employee 
loses when an oness occurs is that since he 
did not make any stipulation to the contrary, 
he is the one seeking to collect and bears the 
burden of proof (hamotzi me’chaveiro alav 
haraayah). Therefore, if the employee was 
paid in advance, he is not required to refund 
the money. This would apply even when the 
employee demanded payment in advance, 
since he is in possession of the money and the 
employer is the one seeking a refund (Erech Shai 
334:1; see also Mishpetei Hachoshen, pp. 227-
235). Accordingly, the caterer cannot be forced 
to refund the customer’s money, though it may 
be appropriate to negotiate a compromise if the 
caterer had no damage (see Chukos Hachaim, 
Falagi, 47).
As far as the mashgiach is concerned, he has no 
claim against the caterer. The caterer does not 
work as the mashgiach’s agent; the mashgiach 
is an employee of the caterer and is paid as an 
employee. Therefore, since an oness occurred 
and there was no job to perform, absent any 
contractual agreement or known custom, they 
are not required to pay him.

money matters

more so one’s life (hashavas gufo)!
“Regarding hashavas aveidah of property, a person is not required to forgo his own 
money to save another person’s property,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “However, a 
person is required to forgo money to save another’s life, such as by hiring rescuers or 
equipment. Because of the prohibition to stand idly by, a person is even required to give 
up all his wealth to save another Jew from imminent danger!” (C.M. 426:1; Marcheshes 
1:43; Encyclopedia Talmudis 10:344).
“Then why is the person liable?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“This is derived from the case of a person who is being chased by murderers and 
escapes by damaging other people’s property en route,” said Rabbi Dayan. “One who 
saves himself at another’s expense is liable for the damage. Similarly, the rescued man is 
required to reimburse you here if he can pay” (C.M. 380:3; Sma 426:1; Rema, Y.D. 252:12).
“What if I knew beforehand that the person is unable to pay?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“That is not a reason to avoid saving his life,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The obligation 
remains to save a fellow Jew” (Meiri, Sanhedrin 73b; Shulchan Aruch Harav, Hil. Nizkei 
Haguf #7).
“In your case, since seconds were critical, the person whom you saved is liable for 
damage to your phone,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “If you could have easily removed the 
phone, he would be legally exempt, since the loss was not necessary for the rescue. It 
would be common decency to pay, nonetheless, since it is difficult when saving a life to 
consider all the monetary ramifications.”
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Who Is the Bechor?
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita

Q: An assimilated Jew had a son with a non-Jewish wife. The man became a baal 
teshuvah and married a divorced Jewish woman, who had a son from her previ-
ous marriage. The man later learned that he was a Kohen and prohibited to a di-
vorced woman. He married a third woman, who did not have children previously, 
and had another son. Who is the bechor for inheritance?
A: Bechor for purposes of inheritance (in contrast to pidyon haben) is dependent on 
the father. However, the son from the non-Jewish woman is not considered a hala-
chic descendant and does not deny rights of bechor from the subsequent son (C.M. 
277:8,10).

Thus, the son born from the second woman is the man’s bechor, even though it 
was a prohibited marriage and she already had a son (who is also a bechor to his 
father). The son from the third wife, while a bechor for purposes of pidyon haben, is 
not a bechor for purposes of inheritance (C.M. 277:9)
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Now You Know 
When it came to Makas Bechoros, the When it came to Makas Bechoros, the When it came to Makas Bechoros, the When it came to Makas Bechoros, the 
Torah tells us Torah tells us Torah tells us Torah tells us all all all all     firstfirstfirstfirst----borns borns borns borns died, died, died, died, 

from Pharaohfrom Pharaohfrom Pharaohfrom Pharaoh’’’’s son who sat on his s son who sat on his s son who sat on his s son who sat on his 
throne to the son of the maidservant throne to the son of the maidservant throne to the son of the maidservant throne to the son of the maidservant 
cowering behind the mill.cowering behind the mill.cowering behind the mill.cowering behind the mill.    

Anyone lower than the prince and Anyone lower than the prince and Anyone lower than the prince and Anyone lower than the prince and 
higher thhigher thhigher thhigher thaaaan the maidn the maidn the maidn the maid’’’’s sons sons sons son    ----    meaning meaning meaning meaning 
everyoneeveryoneeveryoneeveryone    ----    would die.would die.would die.would die.    

Rashi explains why the sons of the Rashi explains why the sons of the Rashi explains why the sons of the Rashi explains why the sons of the 

maidservants deserved to die. maidservants deserved to die. maidservants deserved to die. maidservants deserved to die. ““““For For For For 
they also enslaved the Jews; and were they also enslaved the Jews; and were they also enslaved the Jews; and were they also enslaved the Jews; and were 
happy in their suffering.happy in their suffering.happy in their suffering.happy in their suffering.””””    

Clearly, enslaving the JewClearly, enslaving the JewClearly, enslaving the JewClearly, enslaving the Jews wasns wasns wasns wasn’’’’t t t t 
enough to seal their death sentence. enough to seal their death sentence. enough to seal their death sentence. enough to seal their death sentence. 
Rather, it was the fact that they Rather, it was the fact that they Rather, it was the fact that they Rather, it was the fact that they 
rejoiced in the rejoiced in the rejoiced in the rejoiced in the JewsJewsJewsJews’’’’    suffsuffsuffsuffeeeerrrringinginging....    

Let us contrast this to AharonLet us contrast this to AharonLet us contrast this to AharonLet us contrast this to Aharon, about, about, about, about    
whom the Torah testifieswhom the Torah testifieswhom the Torah testifieswhom the Torah testifies, , , , ““““He will see He will see He will see He will see 
you and be happy in his heart.you and be happy in his heart.you and be happy in his heart.you and be happy in his heart.””””        

ThouThouThouThouggggh Moshe, thh Moshe, thh Moshe, thh Moshe, the youngere youngere youngere younger    brother, brother, brother, brother, 

would would would would assumeassumeassumeassume    AharonAharonAharonAharon’’’’s position as s position as s position as s position as 
leader of the Jews, Aharon was happy leader of the Jews, Aharon was happy leader of the Jews, Aharon was happy leader of the Jews, Aharon was happy 
at his brotherat his brotherat his brotherat his brother’’’’s s s s successsuccesssuccesssuccess....    In return, he In return, he In return, he In return, he 

was given the honor of being Kohain was given the honor of being Kohain was given the honor of being Kohain was given the honor of being Kohain 
Gadol and wearing the breastplate.Gadol and wearing the breastplate.Gadol and wearing the breastplate.Gadol and wearing the breastplate.    

What we see is that though it runs What we see is that though it runs What we see is that though it runs What we see is that though it runs 
contrcontrcontrcontrary to logic, when we are happy ary to logic, when we are happy ary to logic, when we are happy ary to logic, when we are happy 

at the success of others it leads to at the success of others it leads to at the success of others it leads to at the success of others it leads to 
our own success,our own success,our own success,our own success,    and when we try to and when we try to and when we try to and when we try to 
knock them down, it is we who end up knock them down, it is we who end up knock them down, it is we who end up knock them down, it is we who end up 

losing out.losing out.losing out.losing out.    

However, since our purpose on Earth However, since our purpose on Earth However, since our purpose on Earth However, since our purpose on Earth 
is not to is not to is not to is not to ““““succeedsucceedsucceedsucceed””””    but to become but to become but to become but to become 
better people, this all makes perfect better people, this all makes perfect better people, this all makes perfect better people, this all makes perfect 

sense.sense.sense.sense.    

Thought of the week: 
How people treat you is 
their business. How you 
respond is yours. 

     (Y:YTWMw) „.OKYNP DGN HER YK WAR OKPU TAW OKTA XLwA RwAK OKME ÂH IK YHY OHLA RMAYW‰ 
“And [Pharaoh] said to them, “So may G-d be with you as I send out you and 
your children, but see that evil faces you.” (Shmos 10:10) 

Rashi simply comments, “As its targum,” meaning that the intent was as Onkelos 
comments, “the evil you intend to commit is facing back to you.” In other words, 
Pharaoh accused them of having evil intent and they would therefore have to face their 
own evil. This may be an early version of the philosophy of karma, which is likely based 
on the Torah’s rule that G-d interacts with people as they act with Him and others. 

Then Rashi elaborates on a Midrash that says “Ra’ah” was the name of a star which 
Pharaoh saw would rise over the Jews in the desert and it signified bloodshed and 
death. It continues that when the Jews sinned with the Golden Calf, HaShem wanted to 
kill them until Moshe prayed and made the point that the Egyptians would say that they 
were correct and the Jews had died because of this star. Immediately HaShem 
abandoned the plan to kill the Jews and turned the “blood” into a reference to the blood 
of circumcision when the Jews received a bris mila. 

Normally Rashi sticks to simple ‘pshat,’ the basic understanding of the text. Why here 
does he spend so much time on this Yalkut? 

Perhaps this Midrash is key to understanding something Pharaoh missed. Though he 
would admit, after witnessing the plagues and punishments, that G-d was powerful, he 
still held onto the belief that there are other forces in the Universe. Hence, when he 
saw this ‘star’ rising over the desert, or when he looked forward to the astrological sign 
of ‘t’leh,’ the sheep, he thought he had a defense against HaShem’s will. 

Not only does this Midrash refute this concept and testify that everything comes from 
HaShem, but it goes further to show how much HaShem runs the world. It was no 
coincidence that Pharaoh mentioned this star. It gave Moshe the leverage to convince 
HaShem not to kill the Jews lest the Egyptians say there was another power at work. 

HaShem essentially arranged for this star to rise so that Pharaoh would mention it and 
it would be used to save the Jewish People. Not only would this star not signify death 
to the Jews, but it signified life for them! 

There are no accidents, happy or otherwise, in the Universe. As we say in the first Ani 
Maamin (13 Principles of Faith) – The Creator alone did, does, and will do every action 
that takes place. Such a basic lesson needed to be brought to the fore at this time to 
show the folly of Pharaoh’s words. 

A young boy lost his left arm in a tragic accident. In an effort to keep him active, his parents 
sent him to study judo.  

His coach taught him a single throw and made him practice it over and over. Though he 
knew only this one move, he won match after match. He couldn’t understand it. 

Finally, he came to the championship match. He had practiced the solitary move he’d been 
taught. Amazingly, he won! With tears in his eyes, he hugged his coach. “I still don’t know 
why you’ve never taught me more, nor how I won the championship!” 

His coach smiled as he explained, “I knew you would never need more. There is only one 
defense to this throw: to grab your opponent’s left arm.” 

©2018 – J. Gewirtz 
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on the ParshaParshas Bo

HASHEM promised Avraham that his 
children would be slaves in Mitzray-
im, yet they would be redeemed and 

would leave with great wealth. And so, when it 
was time to leave Mitzrayim, HASHEM told 
Moshe to tell the Jews to borrow the silver and 
gold vessels of their Egyptian neighbors. 
Interestingly, the Torah records that the Jews 
borrowed the silver vessels, gold vessels, and 
garments. Rashi explains that the order is pro-
gressive. To the Jews leaving Egypt, even more 
valuable than the silver and gold were the gar-
ments of the Egyptians. Therefore, while they 
weren’t commanded to ask for the garments, 
they did this on their own. 
This Rashi is difficult to understand. These 
were highly intelligent people. They knew 
that HASHEM was fulfilling a promise made 
long ago. They knew they were to leave with 
great wealth, and they also knew the value of 
the objects involved. A shirt, a cloak, or what-
ever article of clothing is of limited value. 
With gold and silver vessels, they could buy 
whole wardrobes of such clothing. How is it 
possible that the clothing was more valuable 
to them than gold or silver?
The answer to this may be understood with 
an observation. 

³ BOWTIES AND 
BELL-BOTTOM PANTS

If you look at your parents’ wedding album, 
you might find yourself wondering, “What 
were they thinking? The wild colors. The wide 
lapels. The strange haircuts. Didn’t they realize 
that people would look at them and laugh?” 
Of course, the answer is that in those times, 
that look was “in.” That was the style. It was 
the way that fashionable men and women 
dressed. And the more fashionable they were 
then, the stranger they look now. Whether 
bell-bottom pants, wide lapels, huge bows on 
the back of women’s dresses or rollers in their 
hair, each generation has a specific look that 
it considers appealing, and the vast majority 
of people kowtow to the demands of dressing 
fashionably as dictated by social pressure. It’s 
later on when the fashions have again changed 
that we look back and recognize how prepos-
terous that old style was. 
This seems to be the answer to this Rashi. The 
people leaving Mitzrayim were born into slav-
ery. They were brought up in a world where 
the Egyptians were their rulers and masters. 

They viewed the Mitzrim as a superior class. 
And so, the clothing that their masters wore 
was that of the upper crust, something they 
couldn’t even dream of owning. When the 
Jews were given the opportunity to take what-
ever they wanted, the most valuable thing 
to them was the clothing. Naturally, they 
understood that the wealth they were taking 
out could buy them many rooms full of such 
clothing, but nevertheless, they still desired 
those garments because in their world, this 
was coveted. 

³ A SLAVE OBEYS

This concept is very applicable to us. In the 
1960’s, Western civilization underwent a cul-
tural revolution. Norms and standards that 
had been accepted for generations were thrown 
away. The cry of the day was, “Do your own 
thing. If it feels good, do it. Throw away your 
inhibitions.” Established guidelines of conduct 
crumbled. Gone was decency. Gone was chas-
tity. Gone was a sense of propriety and dignity. 
We now live in the aftermath of that upheav-
al. Some of the collateral damage is an over 
fifty percent divorce rate, which makes the 
concept of children being raised in a stable 
home a relic of the past. And while as Jews we 
are somewhat apart from this, we are affected. 
One of the manifestations is the way that our 
young people dress. 

³ REGAL IN APPEARANCE

One of the most basic concepts that our ye-
shivahs teach is that the Jewish woman is a 
“daughter of the King.” Regal in appearance, 
bearing, and manner, she is not ordinary or 
common. She is a princess. And as a princess, 

she isn’t loud or showy in appearance. Our 
daughters aren’t showgirls or objects to be 
ogled. And so, naturally, their clothing, while 
attractive, should be modest and flattering as 
befitting royalty. 

Yet, when we look at the picture of today’s 
weddings or bar mitzvahs, it’s not quite what 
we see. Seductive and suggestive is more like 
it, calling attention to the figure in a manner 
that asks that the wearer be viewed not as a 
person worthy of honor, but as an object of 
desire. 

Naturally, this is the way of the times, and it 
seems to be normal — after all, isn’t everyone 
dressing that way? The real question is what fu-
ture generations will say. “Oh, my goodness, 
look at Bubby! I can’t believe it! Wasn’t she 
embarrassed to go out in public like that? And 
Zaidy didn’t say anything? I mean, I hate to say 
it, but she looks like… I mean… ummmm…”

The sad reality is that we have become slaves 
to the whims and fancies of people who do 
not share our understanding of the holiness 
of the individual, nor the greatness of the hu-
man. Our “fashion gods” who sit in Paris and 
London dictate their edicts upon us.

Throw out all of last year’s clothing — that’s 
passé, unacceptable, no longer in. Pointy 
shoes? Unforgivable. Wedged toes are the lat-
est thing. Banish thy colored clothing and 
adorn thyself only in black. Modesty? Please. 
That’s so old school. Get with the times. And 
like despots of old, the designers sit in the 
fashion cathedrals of Sixth Avenue and decree 
style — and we dutifully follow. 

But what can we do? How can we educate the 
next generation? We need to focus on dignity 
and self-worth. While clothing may not de-
fine the person, if you dress like a plumber, 
people expect you to change pipes. And if you 
value your dignity and self–worth, you dress 
appropriately. 

We are an exalted and holy people. We are 
expected to be a chosen nation, respected 
amongst the nations. And as such we aren’t 
slave to any man, notion or fashion — we 
serve only one G-d. We need to recognize our 
role in the world and dress the part. 

—

For more on this topic 
please listen to Shmuz #73 
Self Respect – 
The Basis for It All

R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

A Slave to 
Fashion
g

“The Children of Israel did according 
to the word of Moshe; they requested 

from the Egyptian silver vessels, 
gold vessels, and garments.” 

— Shemos 12:35—
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Pesachim 3b) relates that an Aramean boasted to R’ 
Yehuda b. Besairah that he fooled the Jews in Yerushalayim and 
partook of a Korban Pesach. R’ Yehudah suggested to him that 
since he never received the fat tail of the animal, that his identity 
was probably known. [All Jews knew that the lamb’s tail was to 
be entirely burned] When the Aramean went up next to 
Yerushalayim and demanded a piece of the tail, explaining that R’ 
Yehudah had urged him to request it, the authorities decided to 
investigate the Aramean and quickly discovered that he was a 
non-Jew and he was punished. Tosafos notes that only the tail of a 
lamb was to be burned on the Mizbeyach, but the tail of a goat 
Korban (ohzgv inu ohacfv in) was not burned. As such, R’ 
Yehudah’s trap would not have worked, had the Aramean signed 
up for a goat Korban. Tosafos answers that R’ Yehudah relied on 
cur and most people brought a lamb. Tosafos then suggests that R’ 
Yehudah did not go up to Yerushalaim for Pesach himself 
because he was old and unable, or owned no property. An insight 
on this Tosafos is presented by the ohrgac akuan who asks, how 
do we know that this entire incident took place in Nisan ? Perhaps 
R’ Yehudah b. Beseirah had been kdr vkug already in Nisan, and 
was now entrapping the Aramean for Pesach Sheni. Why didn’t 
Tosafos consider that possibility ? However, the Alshich explains 
that the cur of Tosafos was based on the Mazel of Nisan, which is 
a lamb, assuming that everyone wished to benefit from that Mazel 
by offering a lamb for Korban Pesach. The Mazel of Pesach 
Sheni, in Iyar was an ox, which was not eligible. Thus, if R’ 
Yehudah suggested to the Aramean that he request the tail, it was 
because the incident occurred in Nisan, and R’ Yehudah was 
certain that the requested tail would come from a lamb, based on 
the cur. Therefore, Tosafos had no choice but to explain that R’ 
Yehudah b. Beseirah could not be kdr vkug himself because of his 
disability or lack of property.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What mitzvah, done several times a day, can serve as a proactive 
“Segulah” to improve one’s memory ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(When would a Kohen, Levi and 2 Yisroelim be vkug on Mon/Thu ?)  
The Rema (135:1) states that even though we do not add a 4th 
Aliyah normally on Monday or Thursday, if 2 Chasanim were 
getting married that day, they should both receive an Aliyah, and 
it is permitted to add on Kriah for that purpose. vagnk this is not 
practiced today as the Acharonim did not approve. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may instruct a non-Jew on Shabbos to remove or deposit 
items in a refrigerator even if a light will go on when he opens the 
door. While the refrigerator door (and light) is open, it is also 
permitted to inform the non-Jew that if no steps are taken to 
remove or disable the light bulb, the Jew will be unable later to 
open it (as a hint). (Shem. Shabb. K'Hilchaso 1:31). 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Yerushalmi (Sanhedrin 2:1) states that when Hashem came to 
redeem Bnei Yisroel, He did not send a Shliach or a Malach, but 
rather He Himself came, as derived from ohrmn .rtc h,rcgu – 
Hashem with all His forces (vhkhs iudrs). What was the purpose of 
the “forces” ? The Mechilta states that h,rcgu suggests a king who 
never goes anywhere alone, and Rashi points out that whenever a 
Posuk says ‘su (as in rufc kf vfv ‘su) it means Hashem together 
with His Beis Din. So if Hashem was “not alone”, what is the 
meaning of … jhka tku hbt ;ra tku hbt ltkn tku hbt, and where 
Hashem says: tck ,hjanv i,h tku [to Bnei Yisroel] does that not 
suggest that the ,hjan was involved in the deaths of the Egyptian 
first-borns ? The Nesivos (ohxb vagn) explains that a Shliach is 
defined as someone who receives instruction from the one who 
sends him, but the Shliach retains the freedom to decide if he 
wishes to follow the instruction or not. However, if the sender 
remains with the Shliach the entire time to ensure compliance, the 
Shliach is not a Shliach but rather a tool. No one would consider a 
hammer or a club to be a Shliach of the man wielding it – it 
remains only a tool. For this reason, the Gemara (Bava Metzia 
10b) states that we only say: vrhcg rcsk jhka iht when the Shliach 
exercised his choice of whether to do the aveirah or not, and 
based on his choice, the aveirah will belong to him. But if the 
Shliach had no choice, such as someone’s rmj which acquires 
objects for him based on Halachic principles, the rmj is not a 
Shliach, but is rather a tool. As such, if the rmj “steals” 
something, the aveirah belongs to the owner. In Egypt as well, 
when Hashem smote the Egyptian firstborns, He may have done 
so using his ,hjan but the ,hjan would have been Hashem’s tool 
and not His Shliach, thereby crediting the acts to Hashem 
Himself.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Rav Aharon Kotler ZTL did not live near his Yeshiva – Beis Midrash 
Govoha in Lakewood. As a result he would have a distance to walk 
every day to and from the Yeshiva. Rather than walk along the main 
road where he would be faced potentially with many images that would 
disturb him, he opted to take a longer route that cut through side lots, 
empty areas and some back yards to preserve his Shemiras Einayim. 
One day two older bochurim were in R’ Aharon’s home discussing 
certain Torah subjects when they became aware that the next Seder of 
study in the Yeshiva was beginning soon, and they should hurry back. R’ 
Aharon asked them if they were willing to accompany him on the route 
that he normally used. Unable to refuse, the three of them set out. 
Soon, they came to an area where two ferocious looking dogs were 
roaming about. The bochurim stopped and refused to go further, 
arguing that the Sakanah did not permit them, or anyone, to endanger 
themselves this way. To their ultimate surprise, R’ Aharon told them that 
if they were afraid, they could hold onto his coat and they would have 
nothing to fear. They did so, and the dogs did not even bark at them as 
they passed safely through.    
P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 
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One erev Rosh Chodesh at beginning 
of a new zeman, in the 1950’s…

R’ Moshe took two bochurim and an empty dolly 
and immediately set off to the docking port.

R’ Moshe’s gentle but firm manner 
persuaded the port manager to at least 
make an effort…and he was successful!

The mashgiach was determined…

Look at all those containers… 
we just have a few boxes from one 

container. Is this port manager going to 
make a search to find and unload a few 

boxes just because the mashgiach is 
here at the port?

Thank you Hashem! Just 
imagine if we would have not 
tried! This was just another 
test to show and add to our 

love for Your torah!

Oi! We will need to start 
this zeman a little later!! I 

ordered new gemoras from 
the Va’ad Hayeshiva for this 

zeman’s limud many months ago. 
Unfortunately the cargo ship 
was delayed en route from 

America and…

I specially 
came today from 

B’nei B’raq because 
the semester begins 
tomorrow and my 
school’s gemoras 

arrived this 
afternoon…

Rabbi, You must 
be joking!! There are 
over 500 containers 
on that boat. Do you 

understand that it takes 
us hours to unload, 

sort and process each 
container!

…the ship carrying our 
gemoras just docked this 

afternoon, but we all know 
that it will take several days 

for customs procedures to be 
cleared.

כ"ד טבת   1910-1988   5670-5748

R' Moshe Akiva Tikuchinski ַזַצ״ל was born in Shavel, Lithuania, to ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ִיְצָחק and ר  At the age of 15 he .ֶאְסתֵּ

went to learn in ל ל He learned in .ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָראֵּ ַאלטֶער  of the ַתְלִמיד and became a very close ֶחְברֹון in ְיִשיָבה ְכֶנֶסת ִיְשָראֵּ
ַתְלִמיד  and became a ְיִשיָבה passed away in 1927, R' Tikuchinski continued his stay in the ַאלטֶער When the .ִמְסַלּבֹוְדָקה
ײּב of ֻמְבָהק  'When R' Paley became too ill to teach after R .ַזַצ״ל Paley ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ֹנחַ  and ַזַצ״ל Chasman ר׳ ְיהּוָדה לֵּ

Chasman’s ְפִטיָרה, R' Tikuchinski went back to Europe to learn in Slabodka, Lithuania, where he was close to 

the ר׳ ִיְצָחק אַײִזיק ,רֹאש ְיִשיָבה Sher ַזַצ״ל and the  ַַמְשִגיח, R' Avrohom Grodzinski ַזַצ״ל. He married Rivka Sher, the 

sister of the רֹאש ְיִשיָבה. In early 1940 R' Tikuchinski escaped to ל  .together with his wife and daughter ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָראֵּ

He opened the ְיִשיָבה ְמקֹור ַחִיים with his brother-in-law ר׳ ָּברּוְך ִיְצָחק Levin ַזַצ״ל. In 1947 he accepted the position of 

ל and ַמְשִגיחַ  י ְּבַרק in ְיִשיָבה of the Slabodka ְמַנהֵּ  and ַתְלִמיִדים R' Tikuchinski was both revered and beloved by his .ְּבנֵּ

served as a supreme example of a caring and dedicated  ַַמְשִגיח for over 40 years. His writings include  י ִסְפרֵּ
 .(volumes 3) ְנִתיבֹות ִיְצָחק and (volumes 14) ִּבְרַכת ִיְצָחק

 

I fully understand, but 
our missing a day’s Torah 

is really an emergency! Our 
Torah protects you, your 
entire family and everyone 

in Kl’al Yisroel!

But Rabbi… I have to 
follow port procedures 
and anyway to find a few 

boxes from the entire 
cargo is like finding a 
needle in a haystack!!

Customs, Shmustoms! 
…This is just a test! 
Hashem wants our 

Torah! Hashem, Please 
have mercy on us!…
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ם    חֶּ ר ָכל רֶּ טֶּ כֹור פֶּ ׁש ִלי ָכל בְּ מֹות יג:ב(… ַקדֶּ )ׁשְּ  
 Sanctify for Me every firstborn, those who open every 
womb… 
 The last and most spectacular of the plagues was  ַמַכת
כֹורֹות כֹור bypassed every Jewish ד׳ during which ,בְּ  firstborn, and slew ,בְּ
every Egyptian כֹור כֹור Because of this miracle, the .בְּ  of the Jewish בְּ
people, human and animal, are forever sanctified. Originally, the 
כֹוִרים  in the ַעבֹוָדה who performed the כַֹּהִנים were meant to be the בְּ
ָדׁש ית ַהִמקְּ  however, they lost this privilege when they sinned with the ;בֵּ
ל ַהָזָהב גֶּ כֹוִרים Nonetheless, despite their fall from grace, the .עֵּ  still בְּ
remained sanctified regarding ן יֹון ַהבֶּ  firstborn animals and other ,ִפדְּ
observances. 
 R' Simcha Zissel ַזַצ״ל, the Alter of Kelm, wrote a letter to 
Baron Rothschild, praising him for his exertions on behalf of ל ָראֵּ ַלל ִישְּ  .כְּ
In this letter, he raises an interesting question. What did the Jewish 
כֹוִרים  do in Egypt to earn this high level of sanctification? True, they בְּ
were involved in a great ם כֹוִרים but did the ,ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ  do anything at בְּ
all to make it happen? They did not contribute at all to their rescue 
during the plague. The כֹוִרים  also had nothing to do with their being בְּ
born  first.  Their  role  was  totally  passive.  Clearly,  even  passive 
participation in any type of ם  is a very great opportunity. A ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
person gains tremendous merit if הקב״ה chooses him to play a role in 
a ם  .even if it is only a passive role ,ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
 “If this is the reward for a person who has a passive role in a 

ם  wrote R' Simcha Zissel, “how can we begin to imagine the ”,ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
reward of a person who is actively making a ם  ,every day? You ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
Baron Rothschild, considering who you are and what you have done 
for the Jewish nation, have actively and publicly sanctified the Name of 
 and there is no limit to the honor, respect and gratitude you have ,ד׳
earned.” 
 There is a valuable lesson we must all draw from the ָוה  of ִמצְּ
ן יֹון ַהבֶּ ם If a passive contribution to a .ִפדְּ  created such an ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
everlasting reward for the כֹור  we can be quite sure that for an active ,בְּ
contribution to a ם  .the true reward is an even greater one ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
There  are  always  many  opportunities  for  us  to  actively  contribute 
towards ם ם We make a .ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ  in the way we conduct our ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
daily lives: the way we walk, the way we talk, the way we do business 
and the way we treat others, both Jewish and non-Jewish. 
 If we say that extra "Good Morning," if we are consistently 
honest and we go the extra mile to make that ם  so that it will ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
be said about us, " ִדי ָאָתה  ר ִלי ַעבְּ ֹּאמֶּ ָפָאר… ַוי תְּ ָך אֶּ ר בְּ ֲאׁשֶּ  — You are My 
servant, Israel, through whom I will be glorified" [ָיהּו מט:ג ַׁשעְּ  that ;[יְּ
they can say about us, “How beautiful are the ways of a religious Jew,” 
then, as the Alter of Kelm writes, our reward will be very great. It is 
within our power to cause people who observe us to remark, “Look at 
him! Look how beautifully a religious Jewish child behaves.” 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum)  

TorahThoughts

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

ר׳  Sher was born in Halusk, Lithuania, to ר׳ ִיְצָחק אַײִזיק ַזַצ״ל
ר׳ ָברּוְך בֶער  He attended .טֹוָבא ִדיָנה ֶאְסֵתר ֵלָאה and יֹוֵסף ַחִיים
ר׳ ְרָפֵאל ַשִפיָרא  He then learned under .ִשעּוִרים s’ִליבֹוִביץ ַזַצ״ל

ר׳  of ַחְברּוָתא in Volozhin before moving to Slabodka, where he was a ַזַצ״ל
 the Alter of Slabodka’s ,גּוטל In 1903, he married .ַאְבָרָהם גרֹודִזינסִקי ַזַצ״ל
daughter, and moved to Kelm. In 1911, the Alter appointed him as a ֶרִבי in 
the ְיִשיָבה. In 1928, the Alter went to ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָרֵאל and appointed R' Sher as 
 of Slabodka in Europe. He later re-established a European branch רֺאש ְיִשיָבה
of Slabodka in ְבֵני ְבַרק. R' Sher was a member of the מֹוֶעֶצת ְגדֹוֵלי ַהתֹוָרה. His 
ַאְבָרָהם  and ֵבית ִיְשָרֵאל entitled ְסָפִרים are published in the מּוָסר on ִחּדּוִשים
 .ָאִבינּו

 י׳ שבט
5635 — 5712 
1875 — 1952 

When R’ Yitzchok Isaac Sher ַזַצ״ל’s Rebbetzin 
needed to be hospitalized, he asked if he 
could also be admitted to the hospital 
along with his wife. He explained that he 
wanted to share, as much as possible, 
what she was going through. Only that 
way would he be best able  to  help  ease  
her  pain. Permission was granted and 
they were both 'admitted' to the hospital. 
They remained there together for a few weeks 
until the Rebbetzin was finally healed. His absence 
from יָבה  !schmuess מּוָסר was his ְישִׁ

in honor of our devoted readers in Dallas, Texas
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The Numbers on Their ArmsLiving   Torahwith 
the

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

י יֹאְמרּו ֲאֵליֶכם ְבֵניֶכם ָמה ָהֲעבֹוָדה ַהזֹאת ָלֶכם )ְשמֹות י״ב:כ״ו(. …  כִּ  
 … when your children say to you, ‘What is this service to 
you?’ 
 The ַבַעל ַהָגָדה tells us that this statement is the question of 
the ָרָשע. The ָפסּוק uses the word say instead of ask. The ָרָשע doesn’t 
look for an answer; he states the facts. He knows the real truth but 
tries to exclude himself from the community by using the word you 
rather than us. The ָרָשע is afraid to belong to the community; it may 
obligate him to change. The solution for dealing with such a person, 
explains the ַבַעל ַהָגָדה, is not to be gentle, but rather, ָניו  ,ַהְקֵהה ֶאת שִּ
blunt his teeth. Sometimes the most drastic approach may be the 
most helpful; it may shock him into listening.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 This    story    is    based    on    a    letter    to    R'    Yitzchak 
Zilberstein יָט״א  settlement, comprised ,מֹוָשב which describes a ַשלִּ
mostly of שֹוֵמר ַשָבת families. All the workers in the מֹוָשב knew that 
they had to stop their work before ַשָבת. Working on ַשָבת in this מֹוָשב 
was simply not an option.  
 One Friday evening, however, one of the members of the 
 ran into the shul very distressed. Right outside the border of the מֹוָשב
 ַשָבת a team of workers repairing the road was still working as מֹוָשב
approached, and appeared to be in no rush to leave. This member of 
the מֹוָשב had pleaded with the crew to wrap things up and return on 
Sunday morning, but they would not hear of it. The vehicles rumbled 
on, as a crowd of protesters quickly gathered. The two sides were 
definitely on a collision course. 
 Finally, the confrontation came to a head. A heavily tanned 
man with a healthy build, in his late 50s, stepped forward. As the 
foreman on the site, he declared to the protesters that he was willing 
to continue the job on Sunday as long as he received orders from the 
“Big Boss,” but as of yet, he had not heard any word. Upon hearing 
this, the crowd’s distress increased. The anger was tangible, with no 
apparent resolution in sight. 

 Suddenly, a diminutive man stepped forward. He was the 
most unlikely person to enter the arena. Everyone knew Moshe, but 
he was a quiet person who rarely drew attention to himself. Moshe 
made his way to the front of the crowd and addressed the foreman: 
“You are waiting for notification? Is that what you’re waiting for?” 
 Moshe then rolled up his sleeves, apparently preparing for 
a fight. By this time, Moshe was standing front and center, staring at 
the foreman, passion in his voice and fire in his eyes. “Do you really 
need a certificate that we are all Jews and that the ּתֹוָרה commands 
us to keep the Holy ַשָבת?” Bracing for the inevitable, the group 
prepared  themselves  for  the  battle  of  words  to  escalate  into  a 
full-blown fistfight.  
 However, suddenly Moshe thrust his arm forward. “Here it 
is! Branded into my arm! It is my membership number. It was burned 
into my arm in Auschwitz so that I would never forget that I am a 
Jew! No matter what, no matter when!” Pointing to his arm, Moshe 
screamed, “This is where it is written. Here it is! Is this not enough of 
a command from Our Supervisor that we can never work on His 
 Moshe, his eyes filled with tears, stopped. His heavy breathing ”?ַשָבת
could be heard by all. His pain and pride had joined together in one 
unforgettable moment. Then, slowly, Moshe rolled down his sleeve, 
and turned and walked away. 
 Suddenly the foreman ran after him and grabbed him. “I 
know! I also know!” he cried. He too rolled up his sleeve and bared 
the  numbers  tattooed  on  his  arm.  They  stared  together  at  their 
numbers,  and  then  cried  on  each  other’s  shoulders.  The  entire 
assemblage  watched  the  awesome  sight  of  these  two  survivors 
sharing an eternal, unspoken bond. Members of the same “club,” the 
emotional foreman hugged his new friend and promised to not only 
stop working now, but never to work on ַשָבת again! 
 After all, he had finally heard that the “Big Boss” had given 
the clear order to stop working on ַשָבת. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 Do you know whom R' Avigdor Miller 
י ֻמְבָהק considered his ַזַצ״ל  When he arrived ?ֶרבִּ
in Europe in 1932 at the age of 24, he went to 
study at the Slabodka יָבה  .in Lithuania ְישִּ
Twenty-one years earlier in 5671 (1911), the 
Alter of Slabodka had appointed R' Yitzchok 
Isaac Sher ַזַצ״ל to the position of י  in the ֶרבִּ
יָבה ֶאֶרץ  In 5688 (1928), the Alter went to .ְישִּ
ְשָרֵאל יָבה and left R' Sher to serve as יִּ  of רֺאש ְישִּ
the European division. In the prefaces for all of 
his ים  and on many of his tapes, R' Miller ְסָפרִּ
states  that  any  ideas  that  are  mentioned 
without citing a source should be considered 
the teachings of R' Yitzchok Isaac Sher ַזַצ״ל, 

who was his primary י   .ֶרבִּ
 In terms of the prevailing policy of 
the יָבה  R' Yitzchok Isaac's appointment as a ,ְישִּ
י  was a 'great' innovation of the Alter. It was ֶרבִּ
the first time that the same person was charged 
by the יָבה  .מּוָסר and ְגָמָרא with teaching both ְישִּ
The   Alter   had   made   such   an   innovative 
appointment in order to uproot the idea that 
scholarship in ּתֹוָרה and מּוָסר do not go hand in 
hand. The Alter of Slabodka found the perfect 
candidate   in   R'   Yitzchok   Isaac,   who   was 
recognized as a ָגאֹון in both his ּתֹוָרה scholarship 
and his original מּוָסר insights. It is said that R' 
Yitzchok Isaac used the same גּון  tune, when ,נִּ
delivering his ים עּורִּ  in מּוָסר and in ְגָמָרא in שִּ

order to stress the inseparability of the two. He 
even entitled his monumental מּוָסר work  עּוֵרי שִּ
יחֹות מּוָסר not ,מּוָסר   .for the very same reason ,שִּ
  My יד  ַזַצ״ל R' Yitzchok Isaac Sher ,ַּתְלמִּ
lived during the turbulent times of WWII, and 
rebuilt Slabodka both after the Alter left and 
after the infamous ֶחְברֹון massacre. When he 
traveled to America to raise funds for his יָבה  ,ְישִּ
he used the time to strengthen Yiddishkeit 
there, delivering מּוָסר discourses in many 
communities. His efforts bore fruit and his 
teachings are still being heard every day. 

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִּ  ְיהִּ
ידּות י Your  ,ְבְידִּ  ֶרבִּ

 
A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ַנִים ִמְקָרא  ת ׁשְ ִהְלכוֹו
וּום ְרגּו ְוֶאָחד תּוַ

Halacha 
Corner

 One may read the entire ִסְדָרה twice followed by the 
entire ְרּגּום  .תַּ

 The ִמְנָהג of the ָקדֹוש  to read until the end of each ְשָל״ה הַּ

ְרּגּום twice followed by the corresponding ָפָרָשה  There is .תַּ
no difference between a ָפָרָשה ְסתּוָמה (ends with a ס in the 
 .(חּוָמש in the פ ends with a) ָפָרָשה ְפתּוָחה or (חּוָמש

The 5th Annual Pirchei
 This is the third week of the eight weeks of the 5th International ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם ת״ת contest.  
 Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום contest? Every week is a new opportunity to enter this raffle! Any 
week you and your school can join and become part of this amazing ׳ִקּדּוׁש ד . You can be part of hundreds of the children who are igniting the world with the ְזכּות 
of this unique ִמְצָוה as an ֲאגּוָּדה ַאַחת!  
 The Pirchei Agudas Yisroel Newsletter ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום program has been designed as follows: Boys from 1st and 2nd grade should complete the 
 .ָפָרָׁשה 7th and 8th grades should complete the entire ,ִׁשִׁשי 6th grade until ,ֲחִמיִׁשי 5th grade until ,ְרִביִעי 4th grade until ,ְׁשִליִׁשי 3rd grade until ,ֵׁשִני until ָפָרָׁשה
 It is not too late to enter the contest. To become a part of this amazing ִקּדּוׁש ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email to 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com signed by a parent  – include your grade, name, school, city, state, contact and fax #, and which ָפָרָׁשה. Participants will be 
entered in a raffle for a beautiful set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים. 
 All entries received before this Monday at 7:00 p.m will אי״ה be announced in the following week’s newsletter.  
 Below are the current contestants: 
Grade 1 – Avraham Baraka, Yitzchok Baraka, Avraham Tebele; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Ashi Bistricer, Shlomo Botknecht, Menachem Danziger, Nosson Zvi Daimond, 
Aryeh Davis, Baruch Deutsch, Avromi Drillick, Binyomin Elkon, Simcha Feder, Reuven Ferziger, Yosef Shalom Fireworker, Yosef Finkelstein, Shalom Friedman, 
Yitzchok Friedman, Dovid Yechiel Ghershenzon, Meir Ghershenzon, Moshe Herbstman, Avi Idler, Avi Korinsky, Aryeh Leib Landsberg, Uriel Lasry, Shai Ledereich, Tzvi 
Yehuda Lederer,  Moshe Leshem,  Boruch Leshkowitz,  Eliyahu Levy,  Dovi Lewin,  Binyomin Milstein,  Yaakov Yosef Moradi,  Shlomo Ridiker,  Yehuda Rosenzweig, 
Yehuda Silberberg, Eliyahu Warman, Yaakov Weiss, Noam Weisel, Izzy Weissman, Shimon Yukhanov; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Chaim Yitzchok Levy; 
Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yaakov Zakheim; Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; Chaim Yeshaya Peker; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Pinchos Pinter; Yeshiva Damesek Eliezer; Lakewood, NJ; 
Yaakov Eliyahu Neiman; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok, Baltimore, MD; Avi Scherer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH.  
Grade 2 – Moshe Amshalem, Shmuel Amshalem, Aviel Bazargan, Noam Brown, Matis Burstein, Yitzchak Gelb, Menachem Shalom Gottesman, Daniel  Leichuk, 
Kalmy Obermeister,  Chaim Yaakov Stern,  Shmuel Weiss;  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Avraham Haber,  Yoshiyahu Mograby,  Moshe Weiss;  Yeshivat Ateret Torah; 
Emanuel Babazadeh,  Menachem Breuer,  Yoel Boruch Czeisler,  Efraim Fireworker,  Avi Goldburd,  Yissochor Berish Gross,  Orie Joudai,  Asher Katz,  Shlomo Dov 
Kelman, Efraim Khaimov, Moshe Klein, Tzvi Landau, Azriel Laufer, Shmuel Lebovits, Moshe Mandelman, Binyamin Minzer, Yehuda Ridiker, Eliyahu Meir Schilit, 
Yoseph Shafer,  Shmuel Weingarten,  Hillel Werzberger,  Daniel Shlomo Yifat;  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn, NY;  Pinchas Becker;  Yeshiva Darchei Torah, Far 
Rockaway, NY; Amrom Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Shneur Aronovitch; Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; Flushing, NY; Shmuel Uziel Feifer, Yisroel 
Moshe Weinberg; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Pinny Adlerstein, Yehudah Ceder, Shlomo Nosson Fishleder, Naftali Geldman, Aharon Jaspan, Yehoshua 
Mann, Avi Segal; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 3 – Mordecahi Nass, Chaim Yishaya Sussman, Naftali Wrotzlovsky; The Cheder; Yehoshua Berger, Adam Davydov, Eitan Ganchrow, Boruch Goldfein, Tzvi 
Simcha Harmen, Yehoshuah Katz, Dani Kertzner, Azriel Meir Malek, Yonah Moster, Rafi Mostofsky, Eliyahu Meir Simon, Moishe Zimmerman; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; 
Eliyahu Nakash; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Binyomin Greenberg; Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Chaim Aschendorf, 
Chaim Bash, Efrayim Cohn, Simcha  Fireworker, Binyomin Zev Florans, Avi Grossberger, Aharon Horowitz, Shalom Kelman, Chaim Lederer, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, 
Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Effie Neuman, Avrohom Aharon Perl, Chagai Saadon, Yitzchak Schlaff, Avrohom Silbert, Mordechai Slomovics, Dovid Tessler, Avrohom 
Vaiselberg, Nesanel Vaiselberg, Avi Weiss, Moshe Werzberger, Nosson Meir Yaiche; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Pinchas Becker; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; 
Far Rockaway, NY; Levi Berkowitz; Fallsburg Cheder School; Fallsburg, NY; Avi Abramson, Yitzchok Attar, Yakov Belsky, Avrohom Shmuel Edelman, Mordechai  Esrig, 
Yehuda Garfunkel,  Yaakov Chaim Goldman,  Yaakov Morgenstern,  Zev Portnoy;  Yeshivas  Kochav  Yitzchok;  Yaakov Zev Greenfield;  Yeshivas  Chofetz  Chaim;  
Baltimore, MD; Avraham Rupp; Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Chaim Yeshaya Peker; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Dovid Barkin, Tzvi Yehuda Eisen, Shmuel Metzger; Yeshiva Toras 
Aron; Binyomin Zorach Feder; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Yehuda Zev Markowitz; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX.  
Grade 4 – Moshe Dahan, Yehuda Obermeister, Zev Yankovich; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Aharon Taibi; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe Ariel, Moshe Bentzion Blum, Yudi 
Breuer, Yechezkel Drillick, Yisrael Drillick, Mayer Farkas, Shimi Fireworker, Isser Zalmen Itzkowitz, Dovi Katz, Zisha Katzenstein, Zevi Leshkowitz, Avrohom Zev 
Levitin, Dovy Levy, Akiva Lieberman, Mordechai Neuman, Avrohom Mordechai Paneth, Yaakov Paneth, Dovid Rubenstein, Yisroel Silberberg, Moshe Yehoshua 
Stern, Sruli Yifat; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Motti Berkowitz, Mordechai Edelson, Avrohom Felder, Elimelech G. Hendler, Yehuda Leib Kalatsky, Yossi 
Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Shauli Brandman, Eli Cohen, Feivel Cohen, Binyomin Dafner, Shmuel Hollander, Noam Nudell, Avi Lubowsky, 
Aron Tzvi Papoff, Simcha Perlman, Zevy Pinkus, Moshe Reiss, Moshe Wolf, Meir Zucker; Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Avrohom Alter, Dovi Feldman, Elimelech 
Friedman, Yehuda Grunwald, Binyamin Kroll, Moishe Rosen; Yeshivas  Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Tzvi Aryeh Altschuller; Yeshiva  M’kor  Boruch;  Passaic,  NJ; 
Yosef Yitzchok Baras, Shragi Mann, Dovid Simcha Pfeffer, Aaron Pressman, Yossi Scherer, Azriel Singer, Chaim Weinrib; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; 
Chaim Feifer, Meir Klugmann; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Lev Shalom Sagal, Naftali Skaist; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 5 – Meir Nass; The Cheder; Avi Getter, Dovi Lerner, Zevi Melcer, Yakov Asher Moster; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yehuda Goldstein, Eliyohu Helberg; Yeshiva Tiferes 
Elimelech; Shmuel Dovid Anflick, Menachem Mendel Berniker, Yehuda Geller, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Ari Korsinsky, Yaacov Yehuda Kramer, Yerachmiel Lasker, 
Dov Levy, Dovi Mendelovitz, Yakov Perl, Yosef Menachem Smith, Moshe Yehoshua Stern, Dovi Werner, Shmuel Werzberger; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; 
Yitzchok Tzvi Jurkansky, Yisroel Moskovitz; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Shmuel Alexander Eichenstein, Ahron Hirsch, Avraham Katz, Azriel Musman, Zecharia 
Oratz, Meir Moshe Sinaei; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok, Baltimore, MD; Elazar Freedman; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Shimon Belsky, Yiroel Friedman, 
Aryeh Leib Hunger, Shmuel Dovid Katz, Yechiel Aryeh Klugmann, Yaakov Moshe Margulies, Aaron Paperman, Eliyahu Meir Rappaport,  Moshe Chaim Rechanik, 
Moshe Rokowsky, Mayer Zelig Simon, Yehuda Leib Solomon, Yosef Sommer, Menachem Wainbrand;  Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Chananel Abrams; 
Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 6 – Avraham Netanel; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Azaria Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Eli Weichselbaum; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Adiel Duchovny, Aryeh 
Fingerer, Shmuel Frank, Yitzy Herskovich, Zev Katz, Ami Ledereich, Yitzy Merav, Refael  Oberlander; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yehuda Schwartz; Yeshiva 
Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Shloimy Weber; Yeshiva RJJ; Staten Island, NY; Elazar Moridian; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Eliezer Cohen, Ezra Kassin; 
Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yechezkel Yehuda; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Chesky Chomsky; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Binyomin Schustal; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; 
Henoch Yakov Scherer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Simcha Levovitz, Moshe Rozen; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Dov Gothelf; Torah Day 
School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 7 – Eliyahu Nass;  The Cheder;  Menachem Manis Lang;  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Yosef Greenberg;  Yeshiva Torah Temimah;  Brooklyn, NY;  Shlomo Methal; 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Yehoshua Garry; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Baltimore, MD; Shlomo Goldstein, Shalom Karr, 
Dovid Aryeh Rappaport; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Yaakov Berelowitz; Hillel Academy; Pittsburgh, PA; Ahron Shlomo Davis, Yisroel Pearlman, Eli 
Spitzer; Mechina; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 8 – Moshe Levy;  Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst;  Yosef Greenberg;  Yeshiva Torah Temimah;  Brooklyn, NY;  Yitzchok Meir Kassin;  Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; 
Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua Bodenstein, Nochum Tzvi Cohen, Aryeh Tzvi Dowek, Chaim Fleischer, Moshe Ahron Gruen, Noach Kirzner, Zevy Klein, Yaakov Kohn, Yehuda 
Manevich, Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Meir Sonnenschein; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH. 

í"í שובבי"ם Contest



The Numbers on Their ArmsLiving   Torahwith 
the

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

י יֹאְמרּו ֲאֵליֶכם ְבֵניֶכם ָמה ָהֲעבֹוָדה ַהזֹאת ָלֶכם )ְשמֹות י״ב:כ״ו(. …  כִּ  
 … when your children say to you, ‘What is this service to 
you?’ 
 The ַבַעל ַהָגָדה tells us that this statement is the question of 
the ָרָשע. The ָפסּוק uses the word say instead of ask. The ָרָשע doesn’t 
look for an answer; he states the facts. He knows the real truth but 
tries to exclude himself from the community by using the word you 
rather than us. The ָרָשע is afraid to belong to the community; it may 
obligate him to change. The solution for dealing with such a person, 
explains the ַבַעל ַהָגָדה, is not to be gentle, but rather, ָניו  ,ַהְקֵהה ֶאת שִּ
blunt his teeth. Sometimes the most drastic approach may be the 
most helpful; it may shock him into listening.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 This    story    is    based    on    a    letter    to    R'    Yitzchak 
Zilberstein יָט״א  settlement, comprised ,מֹוָשב which describes a ַשלִּ
mostly of שֹוֵמר ַשָבת families. All the workers in the מֹוָשב knew that 
they had to stop their work before ַשָבת. Working on ַשָבת in this מֹוָשב 
was simply not an option.  
 One Friday evening, however, one of the members of the 
 ran into the shul very distressed. Right outside the border of the מֹוָשב
 ַשָבת a team of workers repairing the road was still working as מֹוָשב
approached, and appeared to be in no rush to leave. This member of 
the מֹוָשב had pleaded with the crew to wrap things up and return on 
Sunday morning, but they would not hear of it. The vehicles rumbled 
on, as a crowd of protesters quickly gathered. The two sides were 
definitely on a collision course. 
 Finally, the confrontation came to a head. A heavily tanned 
man with a healthy build, in his late 50s, stepped forward. As the 
foreman on the site, he declared to the protesters that he was willing 
to continue the job on Sunday as long as he received orders from the 
“Big Boss,” but as of yet, he had not heard any word. Upon hearing 
this, the crowd’s distress increased. The anger was tangible, with no 
apparent resolution in sight. 

 Suddenly, a diminutive man stepped forward. He was the 
most unlikely person to enter the arena. Everyone knew Moshe, but 
he was a quiet person who rarely drew attention to himself. Moshe 
made his way to the front of the crowd and addressed the foreman: 
“You are waiting for notification? Is that what you’re waiting for?” 
 Moshe then rolled up his sleeves, apparently preparing for 
a fight. By this time, Moshe was standing front and center, staring at 
the foreman, passion in his voice and fire in his eyes. “Do you really 
need a certificate that we are all Jews and that the ּתֹוָרה commands 
us to keep the Holy ַשָבת?” Bracing for the inevitable, the group 
prepared  themselves  for  the  battle  of  words  to  escalate  into  a 
full-blown fistfight.  
 However, suddenly Moshe thrust his arm forward. “Here it 
is! Branded into my arm! It is my membership number. It was burned 
into my arm in Auschwitz so that I would never forget that I am a 
Jew! No matter what, no matter when!” Pointing to his arm, Moshe 
screamed, “This is where it is written. Here it is! Is this not enough of 
a command from Our Supervisor that we can never work on His 
 Moshe, his eyes filled with tears, stopped. His heavy breathing ”?ַשָבת
could be heard by all. His pain and pride had joined together in one 
unforgettable moment. Then, slowly, Moshe rolled down his sleeve, 
and turned and walked away. 
 Suddenly the foreman ran after him and grabbed him. “I 
know! I also know!” he cried. He too rolled up his sleeve and bared 
the  numbers  tattooed  on  his  arm.  They  stared  together  at  their 
numbers,  and  then  cried  on  each  other’s  shoulders.  The  entire 
assemblage  watched  the  awesome  sight  of  these  two  survivors 
sharing an eternal, unspoken bond. Members of the same “club,” the 
emotional foreman hugged his new friend and promised to not only 
stop working now, but never to work on ַשָבת again! 
 After all, he had finally heard that the “Big Boss” had given 
the clear order to stop working on ַשָבת. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 Do you know whom R' Avigdor Miller 
י ֻמְבָהק considered his ַזַצ״ל  When he arrived ?ֶרבִּ
in Europe in 1932 at the age of 24, he went to 
study at the Slabodka יָבה  .in Lithuania ְישִּ
Twenty-one years earlier in 5671 (1911), the 
Alter of Slabodka had appointed R' Yitzchok 
Isaac Sher ַזַצ״ל to the position of י  in the ֶרבִּ
יָבה ֶאֶרץ  In 5688 (1928), the Alter went to .ְישִּ
ְשָרֵאל יָבה and left R' Sher to serve as יִּ  of רֺאש ְישִּ
the European division. In the prefaces for all of 
his ים  and on many of his tapes, R' Miller ְסָפרִּ
states  that  any  ideas  that  are  mentioned 
without citing a source should be considered 
the teachings of R' Yitzchok Isaac Sher ַזַצ״ל, 

who was his primary י   .ֶרבִּ
 In terms of the prevailing policy of 
the יָבה  R' Yitzchok Isaac's appointment as a ,ְישִּ
י  was a 'great' innovation of the Alter. It was ֶרבִּ
the first time that the same person was charged 
by the יָבה  .מּוָסר and ְגָמָרא with teaching both ְישִּ
The   Alter   had   made   such   an   innovative 
appointment in order to uproot the idea that 
scholarship in ּתֹוָרה and מּוָסר do not go hand in 
hand. The Alter of Slabodka found the perfect 
candidate   in   R'   Yitzchok   Isaac,   who   was 
recognized as a ָגאֹון in both his ּתֹוָרה scholarship 
and his original מּוָסר insights. It is said that R' 
Yitzchok Isaac used the same גּון  tune, when ,נִּ
delivering his ים עּורִּ  in מּוָסר and in ְגָמָרא in שִּ

order to stress the inseparability of the two. He 
even entitled his monumental מּוָסר work  עּוֵרי שִּ
יחֹות מּוָסר not ,מּוָסר   .for the very same reason ,שִּ
  My יד  ַזַצ״ל R' Yitzchok Isaac Sher ,ַּתְלמִּ
lived during the turbulent times of WWII, and 
rebuilt Slabodka both after the Alter left and 
after the infamous ֶחְברֹון massacre. When he 
traveled to America to raise funds for his יָבה  ,ְישִּ
he used the time to strengthen Yiddishkeit 
there, delivering מּוָסר discourses in many 
communities. His efforts bore fruit and his 
teachings are still being heard every day. 

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִּ  ְיהִּ
ידּות י Your  ,ְבְידִּ  ֶרבִּ

 
A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ַנִים ִמְקָרא  ת ׁשְ ִהְלכוֹו
וּום ְרגּו ְוֶאָחד תּוַ

Halacha 
Corner

 One may read the entire ִסְדָרה twice followed by the 
entire ְרּגּום  .תַּ

 The ִמְנָהג of the ָקדֹוש  to read until the end of each ְשָל״ה הַּ

ְרּגּום twice followed by the corresponding ָפָרָשה  There is .תַּ
no difference between a ָפָרָשה ְסתּוָמה (ends with a ס in the 
 .(חּוָמש in the פ ends with a) ָפָרָשה ְפתּוָחה or (חּוָמש

The 5th Annual Pirchei
 This is the third week of the eight weeks of the 5th International ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם ת״ת contest.  
 Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום contest? Every week is a new opportunity to enter this raffle! Any 
week you and your school can join and become part of this amazing ׳ִקּדּוׁש ד . You can be part of hundreds of the children who are igniting the world with the ְזכּות 
of this unique ִמְצָוה as an ֲאגּוָּדה ַאַחת!  
 The Pirchei Agudas Yisroel Newsletter ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום program has been designed as follows: Boys from 1st and 2nd grade should complete the 
 .ָפָרָׁשה 7th and 8th grades should complete the entire ,ִׁשִׁשי 6th grade until ,ֲחִמיִׁשי 5th grade until ,ְרִביִעי 4th grade until ,ְׁשִליִׁשי 3rd grade until ,ֵׁשִני until ָפָרָׁשה
 It is not too late to enter the contest. To become a part of this amazing ִקּדּוׁש ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email to 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com signed by a parent  – include your grade, name, school, city, state, contact and fax #, and which ָפָרָׁשה. Participants will be 
entered in a raffle for a beautiful set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים. 
 All entries received before this Monday at 7:00 p.m will אי״ה be announced in the following week’s newsletter.  
 Below are the current contestants: 
Grade 1 – Avraham Baraka, Yitzchok Baraka, Avraham Tebele; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Ashi Bistricer, Shlomo Botknecht, Menachem Danziger, Nosson Zvi Daimond, 
Aryeh Davis, Baruch Deutsch, Avromi Drillick, Binyomin Elkon, Simcha Feder, Reuven Ferziger, Yosef Shalom Fireworker, Yosef Finkelstein, Shalom Friedman, 
Yitzchok Friedman, Dovid Yechiel Ghershenzon, Meir Ghershenzon, Moshe Herbstman, Avi Idler, Avi Korinsky, Aryeh Leib Landsberg, Uriel Lasry, Shai Ledereich, Tzvi 
Yehuda Lederer,  Moshe Leshem,  Boruch Leshkowitz,  Eliyahu Levy,  Dovi Lewin,  Binyomin Milstein,  Yaakov Yosef Moradi,  Shlomo Ridiker,  Yehuda Rosenzweig, 
Yehuda Silberberg, Eliyahu Warman, Yaakov Weiss, Noam Weisel, Izzy Weissman, Shimon Yukhanov; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Chaim Yitzchok Levy; 
Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yaakov Zakheim; Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; Chaim Yeshaya Peker; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Pinchos Pinter; Yeshiva Damesek Eliezer; Lakewood, NJ; 
Yaakov Eliyahu Neiman; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok, Baltimore, MD; Avi Scherer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH.  
Grade 2 – Moshe Amshalem, Shmuel Amshalem, Aviel Bazargan, Noam Brown, Matis Burstein, Yitzchak Gelb, Menachem Shalom Gottesman, Daniel  Leichuk, 
Kalmy Obermeister,  Chaim Yaakov Stern,  Shmuel Weiss;  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Avraham Haber,  Yoshiyahu Mograby,  Moshe Weiss;  Yeshivat Ateret Torah; 
Emanuel Babazadeh,  Menachem Breuer,  Yoel Boruch Czeisler,  Efraim Fireworker,  Avi Goldburd,  Yissochor Berish Gross,  Orie Joudai,  Asher Katz,  Shlomo Dov 
Kelman, Efraim Khaimov, Moshe Klein, Tzvi Landau, Azriel Laufer, Shmuel Lebovits, Moshe Mandelman, Binyamin Minzer, Yehuda Ridiker, Eliyahu Meir Schilit, 
Yoseph Shafer,  Shmuel Weingarten,  Hillel Werzberger,  Daniel Shlomo Yifat;  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn, NY;  Pinchas Becker;  Yeshiva Darchei Torah, Far 
Rockaway, NY; Amrom Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Shneur Aronovitch; Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; Flushing, NY; Shmuel Uziel Feifer, Yisroel 
Moshe Weinberg; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Pinny Adlerstein, Yehudah Ceder, Shlomo Nosson Fishleder, Naftali Geldman, Aharon Jaspan, Yehoshua 
Mann, Avi Segal; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 3 – Mordecahi Nass, Chaim Yishaya Sussman, Naftali Wrotzlovsky; The Cheder; Yehoshua Berger, Adam Davydov, Eitan Ganchrow, Boruch Goldfein, Tzvi 
Simcha Harmen, Yehoshuah Katz, Dani Kertzner, Azriel Meir Malek, Yonah Moster, Rafi Mostofsky, Eliyahu Meir Simon, Moishe Zimmerman; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; 
Eliyahu Nakash; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Binyomin Greenberg; Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Chaim Aschendorf, 
Chaim Bash, Efrayim Cohn, Simcha  Fireworker, Binyomin Zev Florans, Avi Grossberger, Aharon Horowitz, Shalom Kelman, Chaim Lederer, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, 
Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Effie Neuman, Avrohom Aharon Perl, Chagai Saadon, Yitzchak Schlaff, Avrohom Silbert, Mordechai Slomovics, Dovid Tessler, Avrohom 
Vaiselberg, Nesanel Vaiselberg, Avi Weiss, Moshe Werzberger, Nosson Meir Yaiche; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Pinchas Becker; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; 
Far Rockaway, NY; Levi Berkowitz; Fallsburg Cheder School; Fallsburg, NY; Avi Abramson, Yitzchok Attar, Yakov Belsky, Avrohom Shmuel Edelman, Mordechai  Esrig, 
Yehuda Garfunkel,  Yaakov Chaim Goldman,  Yaakov Morgenstern,  Zev Portnoy;  Yeshivas  Kochav  Yitzchok;  Yaakov Zev Greenfield;  Yeshivas  Chofetz  Chaim;  
Baltimore, MD; Avraham Rupp; Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Chaim Yeshaya Peker; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Dovid Barkin, Tzvi Yehuda Eisen, Shmuel Metzger; Yeshiva Toras 
Aron; Binyomin Zorach Feder; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Yehuda Zev Markowitz; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX.  
Grade 4 – Moshe Dahan, Yehuda Obermeister, Zev Yankovich; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Aharon Taibi; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe Ariel, Moshe Bentzion Blum, Yudi 
Breuer, Yechezkel Drillick, Yisrael Drillick, Mayer Farkas, Shimi Fireworker, Isser Zalmen Itzkowitz, Dovi Katz, Zisha Katzenstein, Zevi Leshkowitz, Avrohom Zev 
Levitin, Dovy Levy, Akiva Lieberman, Mordechai Neuman, Avrohom Mordechai Paneth, Yaakov Paneth, Dovid Rubenstein, Yisroel Silberberg, Moshe Yehoshua 
Stern, Sruli Yifat; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Motti Berkowitz, Mordechai Edelson, Avrohom Felder, Elimelech G. Hendler, Yehuda Leib Kalatsky, Yossi 
Weinstein; Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Shauli Brandman, Eli Cohen, Feivel Cohen, Binyomin Dafner, Shmuel Hollander, Noam Nudell, Avi Lubowsky, 
Aron Tzvi Papoff, Simcha Perlman, Zevy Pinkus, Moshe Reiss, Moshe Wolf, Meir Zucker; Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Avrohom Alter, Dovi Feldman, Elimelech 
Friedman, Yehuda Grunwald, Binyamin Kroll, Moishe Rosen; Yeshivas  Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Tzvi Aryeh Altschuller; Yeshiva  M’kor  Boruch;  Passaic,  NJ; 
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Chaim Feifer, Meir Klugmann; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Lev Shalom Sagal, Naftali Skaist; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 5 – Meir Nass; The Cheder; Avi Getter, Dovi Lerner, Zevi Melcer, Yakov Asher Moster; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yehuda Goldstein, Eliyohu Helberg; Yeshiva Tiferes 
Elimelech; Shmuel Dovid Anflick, Menachem Mendel Berniker, Yehuda Geller, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Ari Korsinsky, Yaacov Yehuda Kramer, Yerachmiel Lasker, 
Dov Levy, Dovi Mendelovitz, Yakov Perl, Yosef Menachem Smith, Moshe Yehoshua Stern, Dovi Werner, Shmuel Werzberger; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; 
Yitzchok Tzvi Jurkansky, Yisroel Moskovitz; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Shmuel Alexander Eichenstein, Ahron Hirsch, Avraham Katz, Azriel Musman, Zecharia 
Oratz, Meir Moshe Sinaei; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok, Baltimore, MD; Elazar Freedman; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Shimon Belsky, Yiroel Friedman, 
Aryeh Leib Hunger, Shmuel Dovid Katz, Yechiel Aryeh Klugmann, Yaakov Moshe Margulies, Aaron Paperman, Eliyahu Meir Rappaport,  Moshe Chaim Rechanik, 
Moshe Rokowsky, Mayer Zelig Simon, Yehuda Leib Solomon, Yosef Sommer, Menachem Wainbrand;  Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Chananel Abrams; 
Torah Day School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 6 – Avraham Netanel; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Azaria Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Eli Weichselbaum; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Adiel Duchovny, Aryeh 
Fingerer, Shmuel Frank, Yitzy Herskovich, Zev Katz, Ami Ledereich, Yitzy Merav, Refael  Oberlander; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yehuda Schwartz; Yeshiva 
Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Shloimy Weber; Yeshiva RJJ; Staten Island, NY; Elazar Moridian; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Eliezer Cohen, Ezra Kassin; 
Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yechezkel Yehuda; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Chesky Chomsky; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Binyomin Schustal; Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; 
Henoch Yakov Scherer; Cincinnati Hebrew Day; Cincinnati, OH; Simcha Levovitz, Moshe Rozen; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Dov Gothelf; Torah Day 
School; Dallas, TX. 
Grade 7 – Eliyahu Nass;  The Cheder;  Menachem Manis Lang;  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Yosef Greenberg;  Yeshiva Torah Temimah;  Brooklyn, NY;  Shlomo Methal; 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Yehoshua Garry; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Baltimore, MD; Shlomo Goldstein, Shalom Karr, 
Dovid Aryeh Rappaport; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Yaakov Berelowitz; Hillel Academy; Pittsburgh, PA; Ahron Shlomo Davis, Yisroel Pearlman, Eli 
Spitzer; Mechina; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 8 – Moshe Levy;  Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst;  Yosef Greenberg;  Yeshiva Torah Temimah;  Brooklyn, NY;  Yitzchok Meir Kassin;  Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; 
Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua Bodenstein, Nochum Tzvi Cohen, Aryeh Tzvi Dowek, Chaim Fleischer, Moshe Ahron Gruen, Noach Kirzner, Zevy Klein, Yaakov Kohn, Yehuda 
Manevich, Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Meir Sonnenschein; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH. 
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One erev Rosh Chodesh at beginning 
of a new zeman, in the 1950’s…

R’ Moshe took two bochurim and an empty dolly 
and immediately set off to the docking port.

R’ Moshe’s gentle but firm manner 
persuaded the port manager to at least 
make an effort…and he was successful!

The mashgiach was determined…

Look at all those containers… 
we just have a few boxes from one 

container. Is this port manager going to 
make a search to find and unload a few 

boxes just because the mashgiach is 
here at the port?

Thank you Hashem! Just 
imagine if we would have not 
tried! This was just another 
test to show and add to our 

love for Your torah!

Oi! We will need to start 
this zeman a little later!! I 

ordered new gemoras from 
the Va’ad Hayeshiva for this 

zeman’s limud many months ago. 
Unfortunately the cargo ship 
was delayed en route from 

America and…

I specially 
came today from 

B’nei B’raq because 
the semester begins 
tomorrow and my 
school’s gemoras 

arrived this 
afternoon…

Rabbi, You must 
be joking!! There are 
over 500 containers 
on that boat. Do you 

understand that it takes 
us hours to unload, 

sort and process each 
container!

…the ship carrying our 
gemoras just docked this 

afternoon, but we all know 
that it will take several days 

for customs procedures to be 
cleared.

כ"ד טבת   1910-1988   5670-5748

R' Moshe Akiva Tikuchinski ַזַצ״ל was born in Shavel, Lithuania, to ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ִיְצָחק and ר  At the age of 15 he .ֶאְסתֵּ

went to learn in ל ל He learned in .ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָראֵּ ַאלטֶער  of the ַתְלִמיד and became a very close ֶחְברֹון in ְיִשיָבה ְכֶנֶסת ִיְשָראֵּ
ַתְלִמיד  and became a ְיִשיָבה passed away in 1927, R' Tikuchinski continued his stay in the ַאלטֶער When the .ִמְסַלּבֹוְדָקה
ײּב of ֻמְבָהק  'When R' Paley became too ill to teach after R .ַזַצ״ל Paley ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ֹנחַ  and ַזַצ״ל Chasman ר׳ ְיהּוָדה לֵּ

Chasman’s ְפִטיָרה, R' Tikuchinski went back to Europe to learn in Slabodka, Lithuania, where he was close to 

the ר׳ ִיְצָחק אַײִזיק ,רֹאש ְיִשיָבה Sher ַזַצ״ל and the  ַַמְשִגיח, R' Avrohom Grodzinski ַזַצ״ל. He married Rivka Sher, the 

sister of the רֹאש ְיִשיָבה. In early 1940 R' Tikuchinski escaped to ל  .together with his wife and daughter ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָראֵּ

He opened the ְיִשיָבה ְמקֹור ַחִיים with his brother-in-law ר׳ ָּברּוְך ִיְצָחק Levin ַזַצ״ל. In 1947 he accepted the position of 

ל and ַמְשִגיחַ  י ְּבַרק in ְיִשיָבה of the Slabodka ְמַנהֵּ  and ַתְלִמיִדים R' Tikuchinski was both revered and beloved by his .ְּבנֵּ

served as a supreme example of a caring and dedicated  ַַמְשִגיח for over 40 years. His writings include  י ִסְפרֵּ
 .(volumes 3) ְנִתיבֹות ִיְצָחק and (volumes 14) ִּבְרַכת ִיְצָחק

 

I fully understand, but 
our missing a day’s Torah 

is really an emergency! Our 
Torah protects you, your 
entire family and everyone 

in Kl’al Yisroel!

But Rabbi… I have to 
follow port procedures 
and anyway to find a few 

boxes from the entire 
cargo is like finding a 
needle in a haystack!!

Customs, Shmustoms! 
…This is just a test! 
Hashem wants our 

Torah! Hashem, Please 
have mercy on us!…
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ם    חֶּ ר ָכל רֶּ טֶּ כֹור פֶּ ׁש ִלי ָכל בְּ מֹות יג:ב(… ַקדֶּ )ׁשְּ  
 Sanctify for Me every firstborn, those who open every 
womb… 
 The last and most spectacular of the plagues was  ַמַכת
כֹורֹות כֹור bypassed every Jewish ד׳ during which ,בְּ  firstborn, and slew ,בְּ
every Egyptian כֹור כֹור Because of this miracle, the .בְּ  of the Jewish בְּ
people, human and animal, are forever sanctified. Originally, the 
כֹוִרים  in the ַעבֹוָדה who performed the כַֹּהִנים were meant to be the בְּ
ָדׁש ית ַהִמקְּ  however, they lost this privilege when they sinned with the ;בֵּ
ל ַהָזָהב גֶּ כֹוִרים Nonetheless, despite their fall from grace, the .עֵּ  still בְּ
remained sanctified regarding ן יֹון ַהבֶּ  firstborn animals and other ,ִפדְּ
observances. 
 R' Simcha Zissel ַזַצ״ל, the Alter of Kelm, wrote a letter to 
Baron Rothschild, praising him for his exertions on behalf of ל ָראֵּ ַלל ִישְּ  .כְּ
In this letter, he raises an interesting question. What did the Jewish 
כֹוִרים  do in Egypt to earn this high level of sanctification? True, they בְּ
were involved in a great ם כֹוִרים but did the ,ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ  do anything at בְּ
all to make it happen? They did not contribute at all to their rescue 
during the plague. The כֹוִרים  also had nothing to do with their being בְּ
born  first.  Their  role  was  totally  passive.  Clearly,  even  passive 
participation in any type of ם  is a very great opportunity. A ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
person gains tremendous merit if הקב״ה chooses him to play a role in 
a ם  .even if it is only a passive role ,ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
 “If this is the reward for a person who has a passive role in a 

ם  wrote R' Simcha Zissel, “how can we begin to imagine the ”,ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
reward of a person who is actively making a ם  ,every day? You ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
Baron Rothschild, considering who you are and what you have done 
for the Jewish nation, have actively and publicly sanctified the Name of 
 and there is no limit to the honor, respect and gratitude you have ,ד׳
earned.” 
 There is a valuable lesson we must all draw from the ָוה  of ִמצְּ
ן יֹון ַהבֶּ ם If a passive contribution to a .ִפדְּ  created such an ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
everlasting reward for the כֹור  we can be quite sure that for an active ,בְּ
contribution to a ם  .the true reward is an even greater one ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
There  are  always  many  opportunities  for  us  to  actively  contribute 
towards ם ם We make a .ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ  in the way we conduct our ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
daily lives: the way we walk, the way we talk, the way we do business 
and the way we treat others, both Jewish and non-Jewish. 
 If we say that extra "Good Morning," if we are consistently 
honest and we go the extra mile to make that ם  so that it will ִקדּוׁש ַהשֵּ
be said about us, " ִדי ָאָתה  ר ִלי ַעבְּ ֹּאמֶּ ָפָאר… ַוי תְּ ָך אֶּ ר בְּ ֲאׁשֶּ  — You are My 
servant, Israel, through whom I will be glorified" [ָיהּו מט:ג ַׁשעְּ  that ;[יְּ
they can say about us, “How beautiful are the ways of a religious Jew,” 
then, as the Alter of Kelm writes, our reward will be very great. It is 
within our power to cause people who observe us to remark, “Look at 
him! Look how beautifully a religious Jewish child behaves.” 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum)  

TorahThoughts

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

ר׳  Sher was born in Halusk, Lithuania, to ר׳ ִיְצָחק אַײִזיק ַזַצ״ל
ר׳ ָברּוְך בֶער  He attended .טֹוָבא ִדיָנה ֶאְסֵתר ֵלָאה and יֹוֵסף ַחִיים
ר׳ ְרָפֵאל ַשִפיָרא  He then learned under .ִשעּוִרים s’ִליבֹוִביץ ַזַצ״ל

ר׳  of ַחְברּוָתא in Volozhin before moving to Slabodka, where he was a ַזַצ״ל
 the Alter of Slabodka’s ,גּוטל In 1903, he married .ַאְבָרָהם גרֹודִזינסִקי ַזַצ״ל
daughter, and moved to Kelm. In 1911, the Alter appointed him as a ֶרִבי in 
the ְיִשיָבה. In 1928, the Alter went to ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָרֵאל and appointed R' Sher as 
 of Slabodka in Europe. He later re-established a European branch רֺאש ְיִשיָבה
of Slabodka in ְבֵני ְבַרק. R' Sher was a member of the מֹוֶעֶצת ְגדֹוֵלי ַהתֹוָרה. His 
ַאְבָרָהם  and ֵבית ִיְשָרֵאל entitled ְסָפִרים are published in the מּוָסר on ִחּדּוִשים
 .ָאִבינּו

 י׳ שבט
5635 — 5712 
1875 — 1952 

When R’ Yitzchok Isaac Sher ַזַצ״ל’s Rebbetzin 
needed to be hospitalized, he asked if he 
could also be admitted to the hospital 
along with his wife. He explained that he 
wanted to share, as much as possible, 
what she was going through. Only that 
way would he be best able  to  help  ease  
her  pain. Permission was granted and 
they were both 'admitted' to the hospital. 
They remained there together for a few weeks 
until the Rebbetzin was finally healed. His absence 
from יָבה  !schmuess מּוָסר was his ְישִׁ

in honor of our devoted readers in Dallas, Texas
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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Bo 5779

Unity, Redemption and Shabbos 

Introduction 

In this week’s parasha the Torah records 

how the Egyptians were afflicted with 

the final three plagues and then HaShem 

redeemed the Jewish People from 

slavery. It is noteworthy that one aspect 

of the redemption is at times overlooked. 

It is said (Shemos 12:20-21) kol 

machmetzes lo socheilu bichol 

moshvosocheim tochlu matzos; vayikra 

Moshe lichol ziknei Yisroel vayomer 

aleihem mishchu ukechu lachem tzon 

limishpichoseichem vishachatu 

haPesach, you shall not eat any 

leavening; in all your dwellings shall 

you eat matzos. Moshe called to all the 

elders of Israel and said to them, “Draw 

forth or buy yourselves one of the flock 

for your families, and slaughter the 

Pesach-offering.” What is the 

significance of the fact that the Torah 

adjoins the prohibition of eating chametz 

and the commandment to eat matzah 

next to the instruction to take a Pesach-

offering? 

Unity and redemption 

In the simple sense the Torah is alluding 

to the Halacha mentioned in the Gemara 

(Pesachim 5a) that one cannot slaughter 

the Pesach-offering while he is still in 

possession of chametz. Perhaps, 

however, there is a deeper message 

contained within these verses. The Torah 

states that one should draw forth or buy 

for himself one of the flock for his 

family. Why was it necessary to state 

that one has to take the sheep for the 

family? It would seem that the Torah is 

teaching us that in addition to the 

commandments of removing chametz 

from one’s midst and of eating matzah, 

one must also be conscious at the time of 

redemption of the unity of the family 

and of the entire Jewish People. 

Without Moshe we need to be unified 

It is said (Ibid 12:3-4) dabru el kol adas 

Yisroel leimor beasor lachodesh hazeh 

viyikchu lahem ish seh liveis avos seh 

labyais; viim yimat habayis mihyos 

miseh vilakach hu ushicheino hakarov el 

beiso bimichsas nefashos ish lifi achlo 

tachosu al haseh, speak to the entire 

assembly of Israel, saying: on the tenth 

of this month they shall take for 

themselves - each man - a lamb or kid 

for each father’s house, a lamb or kid for 

the household. But if the household will 

be too small for a lamb or kid, then he 

and his neighbor who is near his house 

shall take according to the number of 

people; everyone according to what he 

eats shall be counted for the lamb or kid. 

This verse can be interpreted as follows: 

if the “house” is missing, i.e. the Bais 

HaMikdash is destroyed, because of 

miseh, which can be read as Moshe, i.e. 

because Moshe did not enter into Eretz 



 
 

2 

Yisroel, the Bais HaMikdash was 

allowed to be destroyed. What then is 

the solution to have the Bais HaMikdash 

be rebuilt? Then and he and his neighbor 

who is near his house shall take… i.e. 

the Jewish People shall unite as one, and 

this will bring about the redemption.  

Shabbos is a time for unity 

Shabbos is referred to as raza diechod, 

the secret of unity. While this statement 

has Kabalistic overtones, in a simple 

sense this alludes to the idea that 

Shabbos is a time for unity. It is 

noteworthy that Moshe orchestrated that 

the Jewish People rest one day a week 

from their enslavement, and that day was 

Shabbos. Subsequent to the redemption, 

the Jewish People encamped at Marah 

and there they received a number of 

mitzvos that they could engage in. One 

of those mitzvos was Shabbos. 

Furthermore, one of the main aspects of 

Shabbos is that it is a commemoration to 

the exodus from Egypt. It is also 

noteworthy that the words hu ushcheino 

hakarov (701) equal in gematria Shabbos 

(702). 

The Shabbos connection 

The Gemara (Shabbos 118b) teaches us 

that in the merit of observing Shabbos, 

we will witness the Ultimate 

Redemption. When we are cognizant of 

the need for unity in our nation, we will 

take it upon ourselves to observe 

Shabbos better and encourage others to 

observe Shabbos. In the merit of unity 

and in the merit of observing Shabbos, 

HaShem should allow us to merit the 

arrival of Moshiach Tzidkienu with the 

Ultimate Redemption, speedily, in our 

days. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Tzama Lecho Nafshi 

This zemer was composed by the great 

medieval commentator and poet 

Avraham Ibn Ezra whose name is found 

in the acrostic of the verses 

ק ֶזה ִמי ק ִנְמַשל. ִיְצַטדָּ בָּ ק ְלאָּ . ִיְצַדק לֹא ִכי ֶאֶמת. דָּ

ֶניָך ל ְלפָּ י כָּ חָּ , who can justify himself 

amongst man who is likened to 

minuscule dust? In truth – none can 

justify before You and creature. From 

this passage we see that man is not 

worthy of life. Yet, the Ramban writes 

that the definition of a צדיק, a righteous 

person, is one who is צדיק בדינו, one who 

is righteous in his judgement at that 

moment. The Gemara (Kiddushin 49b) 

states that if a wicked man tells a woman 

that he will marry her on condition that 

he become a completely righteous 

person, the marriage is valid, because 

perhaps he contemplated thoughts of 

repentance prior to the marriage. Thus, 

every person merits life because 

although he may have sinned previously, 

right now he has some merit, perhaps a 

fleeting thought of repentance, that 

allows him to continue living, serving 

HaShem to the best of his abilities. 

Shabbos Stories 

Giving tzedakah properly 
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Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky writes: 

When the Satmar Rav came to this 

country after World War II he had a 

handful of Hungarian immigrants, most 

of them Holocaust survivors, as his 

Chasidim. As the custom is with 

Chasidic rebbes, they would come for a 

blessing and leave a few dollars for the 

rebbe to give to charity on their behalf. 

The poor immigrants would come in for 

blessings, some leaving a dollar, others 

some coins and on occasion a wealthier 

chasid would leave a five, a ten, or even 

a twenty-dollar bill. The Rebbe would 

not look at the offerings; rather he would 

open the old drawers of his desk and 

stuff them in, ready, and available for 

them to be put to charitable use. 

Of course, givers were not the only one 

who visited the Rebbe. Those who were 

in need came as well. Each of them 

bearing their tale of sorrow, asking for a 

donation. 

Once a man came desperately in need of 

a few hundred dollars, which the rebbe 

gladly agreed to give. 

The Rebbe opened hid drawer, and 

began pulling out bills. Out came singles 

and fives, a few tens and even a twenty. 

Then the Rebbe called in his Gabbai 

(sexton), “Here,” he said, “please help 

me with this.” 

The Rebbe began straightening out the 

bills one by one. Together, they took 

each bill, flattened it and pressed it until 

it looked as good as new. The Rebbe 

took 100 one dollar bills and piled it into 

a neat stack. Then he took out a handful 

of five-dollar bills and put them into 

another pile. Then he took about five 

wrinkled ten dollar bills, pressed them 

flat, and piled them as well. Finally, he 

slowly banded each pile with a rubber 

band, and then bound them all together. 

He handed it to the gabbai and asked 

him to present it to the supplicant. 

“Rebbe,” asked the sexton, “why all the 

fuss? A wrinkled dollar works just as 

well as a crisp one!” 

The Rebbe explained. “One thing you 

must understand. When you do a 

mitzvah, it must be done with grace, and 

class. The way you give tzedakah, is 

almost as important as the tzedakah 

itself. Mitzvos must be done regally. We 

will not hand out rumbled bills to those 

who are in need.”  

Pride and Prejudice 

Rabbi Kamenetzky writres further: The 

Master of the Universe does not say 

“please” often. He commands. Yet this 

week, in issuing one of the final charges 

to Moshe during the final days in Egypt 

he does not command Moshe to do his 

bidding — He beseeches him. In Exodus 

11:2 Hashem asks Moshe to, “please 

speak in the ears of the people (of 

Israel): let each man ask his fellow 

(Egyptian) man and each woman ask her 

fellow (Egyptian) woman for gold and 

silver utensils.” 

The Talmud in Tractate Brachos 

explains the unusual terminology — 

“please.” Hashem was concerned. He 

promised Abraham that his children 

would be enslaved in a foreign land and 
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leave with great wealth. Yet so far only 

the first half of the promise was fulfilled. 

Hashem did not want the righteous one 

(Abraham) to say, “Enslavement you 

fulfilled, but you did not fulfill the 

promise of wealth.” Therefore, though 

out of character, Hashem implores 

Moshe “please speak in the ears of the 

nation that they ask the Egyptians for 

gold and silver.” 

The questions are obvious. First, 

Hashem must keep His commitment 

because of His own promise, regardless 

of Abraham’s impending complaints. 

Second, why must G-d enrich his people 

by telling them to ask the Egyptians for 

their due? Couldn’t He have showered 

them with riches from the heavens as He 

gave them Manna? 

Rav Shmuel Shtrashan of Vilna* (1819-

1885) was a wealthy banker as well as a 

renowned Torah scholar. In addition to 

his commerce, he maintained a free-loan 

society to provide interest-free loans to 

the needy. One time he granted a one-

year loan of 300 rubles to Reb Zalman 

the tailor and carefully recorded it in his 

ledger. One year later, to the date, with 

300 rubles in an envelope, Reb Zalman 

knocked on the door of Rav Shmuel’s 

study. The Rav was in the midst a of 

deep Talmudic contemplation and hardly 

interrupted his studies while tucking the 

money away in one of the volumes he 

had been using. 

A few weeks later, while reviewing his 

ledgers, Rav Shmuel noticed that Reb 

Zalman’s loan was overdue. He 

summoned him to his office to inquire 

about the payment. Of course, Reb 

Zalman was astonished. He had paid the 

loan in full on the day it was due! The 

Rav could not recall payment and 

insisted that they go together to Beis Din 

(Rabbinical Court). 

Word in town spread rapidly, and people 

began to shun Reb Zalman. His business 

declined, and his children and wife were 

affronted by their peers. The only 

recourse the Bais Din had was to have 

Reb Zalman swear that he had repaid the 

loan. Rav Shmuel did not want to allow 

a Jew to swear falsely on his account and 

decided to forego the procedure by 

annulling the loan. This latest event 

brought even more scorn to the tailor, 

and eventually he felt forced to leave 

Vilna and establish himself elsewhere. 

A year later, Rav Shmuel was analyzing 

a section of the Talmud and opened a 

volume he had used sometime in the 

past. He could not believe his eyes when 

he saw a thick envelope with Reb 

Zalman’s return address, containing 300 

rubles. Quickly, he ran to find the 

hapless tailor who had been so 

besmirched. After unsuccessfully 

searching Vilna, he found that the tailor 

had moved. Rabbi Shtrashan traveled to 

Reb Zalman to beg forgiveness. The 

tailor, a broken man, explained that there 

was no way that anyone would believe 

the true story. They would just say that 

the pious scholar had shown mercy on 

the unscrupulous tailor. Finally, they 

decided that the only way to truly atone 

and give back the tailor his reputation 

was for the scholar to take Reb Zalman’s 
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son as his son-in-law. The shocked town 

of Vilna rejoiced at the divine union that 

helped re-establish a reputation. 

Hashem understood that after 210 years 

of hard labor there was hardly a way to 

give the Jews true wealth. Showering 

them with miraculous gifts and treasures 

would in no way compensate for years 

of degradation. Abraham would not find 

that reward acceptable. The only way for 

a slave to gain true wealth is to discard 

his subservient mentality, knock on his 

master’s door, and proclaim, “I want and 

deserve your gold and silver!” The 

Egyptians complied by showering their 

former captives with an abundance of 

wealth. The Jews walked out of Egypt 

with more than just gold. They left with 

the pride and power to demand what 

they deserved. They received one of the 

most important gifts the Jews would 

treasure throughout their sojourn in exile 

— their pride. Even Abraham was 

happy. 

*This version of the story was adapted 

from “The Magid Speaks” by Rabbi 

Paysach Krohn c1987 Mesorah 

Publications 

(www.Torah.org)  

Shabbos in Halacha  

 Creating a  new Entity – מוליד

 

1. The Prohibition 

 

There is a difference between bringing 

about the new state of an object 

manually (directly by one’s own hand), 

and doing so indirectly (by merely 

causing the change to come about 

without applying the energy for the 

transformation with one’s own hand.) 

 

B. נולד (Nolad) – Causing the Creation 

of a New Entity 

According to some Poskim, one is 

prohibited to cause the creation of a new 

entity. Thus, one may not place frozen 

liquids near a flame (or other hot area), 

because this directly causes them to melt 

and results in the creation of a new 

entity. However, even according to this 

opinion, one is allowed to remove frozen 

liquids from the freezer and allow them 

to defrost at room temperature. One is 

only forbidden to cause the liquids to 

melt by placing them in a particularly 

hot area. According to this view, one is 

also prohibited to place liquids in a 

freezer, as this directly causes them to 

freeze and to assume a new, solid form. 

Other Poskim disagree with this opinion, 

and they rule that one is only prohibited 

from manually creating a new entity. 

One is, however, permitted to cause the 

creation of a new entity. 

 

http://www.torah.org/
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 בס"ד

 בא פרשת

 
   

 

]י ב[ במצרים התעללתי אשר את בנך ובן בנך באזני תספר ולמען  
 

Why does the Torah use the word "באזני" in the ears of your sons. It would suffice to write only the 

words "למען תספר לבנך" in order to relate to your son. For what reason are the ears mentioned?  

Reb Moshe Sternbuch brings an answer from the Ponvisher Rov. A person normally speaks to his 

friend on a regular tone. However when it is very noisy then one needs to speak up loud into his ear. 

Similarly with regards speaking about Emunoh to one's children. In normal times one can speak calmly 

and on a ordinary tone and it would then sink into the son's heart. However when there are 'winds of 

kefiroh' about, and people think that they are in control of the world and their own personal actions, one 

needs to talk up into another's ear, in a way he gets the message clear. Seeing that back then in Mitzrayim 

there were winds of kefiroh, therefore Hashem commanded those leaving Mitzrayim to shout into their 

children's ears in order that the Emunoh be heard. 

While chinuch involves speaking up and talking about the correct way of living and behaving, 

never the less the most effective way to get the message through is by actions and way of example rather 

than discourses, talks and vortim. The former way has long lasting effects as in the following story. 

Ofir was anti-Chareidi. The last thing he knew he was going to do in is life was to become a Baal 

Teshuvoh. On the other hand his wife Efrat thought otherwise. She was interested in learning and hearing 

about her Jewish roots. Efrat longed for the day she would spend a Shabbaton with Arachim in some hotel 

in Eretz Yisroel. But Ofir would not hear of it. No way was he going to spend a Shabbat with these black 

and heavy folks.  

 Never the less, one day he was defeated. It was when his best friend Benny had informed him that 

the following Shabbat he was spending with his wife at a Shabbaton. Somehow it gave Ofir that drop of 

willpower to join in. Maybe it was some hidden jealousy that was nagging at him deep down in his Jewish 

heart. Whatever the case, Ofir surprised Efrat that night at supper time that he was inviting her out for 

Shabbat. 

 Efrat was thrilled and jumped at the offer. "Maybe you will get a slight taste of something Jewish?" 

she remarked. But Ofir was swift to answer back. "I'm making a deal with you. I don't wanna hear another 

word of that Jewish stuff, or else we're staying home! If you're interested in sitting on those lessons, may it 

be so. But you dare not mention a word to me about any of it! I'm staying outside smoking or on my 

iPhone, while you can be inside listening!" 

 From that moment on Efrat controlled herself. Deep inside her heartfelt wish was that somehow 

Ofir would still in the end make that very first move and sit in on those lessons. But she kept her thoughts 

to herself. 

 Shabbos went by uneventful. Although Efrat enjoyed it all immensely, never the less she had this 

tinge of pain in her heart to see her stubborn husband with absolutely no interest in any Judaism 

whatsoever. Ofir kept out of every activity, although to his dismay he was forbidden to play on his iPhone 

or smoke in public. It just made him hate the Chareidim even more. 

 Like with all Shabbatons, the highlight is the symposium at the conclusion of the weekend, where 

some of the attendants speak out how much the seminar gave them a different approach to life and 

Judaism altogether. To everyone's surprise Ofir did attend! What's more he was the first to volunteer to 

speak. The whole audience shifted uncomfortably in their seats. "What nasty comments did he have now to 

add? After all, the whole weekend he had spoken out enough against. What did he still have to say?" 



 "I'm the first to become a Baal Teshuvah…..!" were the first words Ofir said as he got hold of the 

mic. Everyone attending was uncertain if he meant it seriously or not. Or was it again another nasty 'sting'. 

But this time he was serious about it. He was quick to add that it had nothing to do with the speeches, as he 

refused to attend any of them. It was all because of the Rabbi's three year old son! 

 He began his story. He worked for a firm that imported all different kinds of very interesting Nosh 

from all over the world. He arrived at the seminar with a big bag of exclusive Nosh. Ones that any kid's 

eyes would pop out if he would merit to have only one of them. During the afternoon he handed one to the 

Rabbi's son. Instead of immediately opening it, like any other kid that Ofir knew would do, the young kid 

told him that he'd need to first get the consent of his mother. This already set off a red light in Ofir's mind. 

"For what reason does his mother need to approve it? Every kid who got one of these would dance from 

excitement?" he wondered. 

 Ofir watched as the boy showed it to his mother who in turn looked up and down along the 

wrapper for something. Eventually she shook her head and the boy without thinking twice, threw it in the 

garbage! This was too much for Ofir to bear. He approached the mother and demanded an explanation. 

Ofir was moved to tears from what he heard. "If Judaism brings up young kids at age three to such self-

control and self-discipline, then it surely is powerful and the real truth!" He realized that Judaism was not 

so black after all. 

This shows the amazing power of chinuch through example. All the lectures were of no use and 

would not stir Ofir's heart. He refused to attend any of them in the first palce. Only one small episode from 

a three year old had the ability to make him change! An episode that showed the power of self-restraint 

and loftiness. 

 

Another interesting point I saw this week from Rav Moshe Shternbuch shlita on the above posuk. 

The Baal Haturim notes that only בנך ובן בנך - 'your sons and grandchildren' are mentioned. He explains that 

the nature of a person is to have pity only on the first two generations - his children and grandchildren. 

Anything further is not the natural love one has to his descendants. What does the Midah of Rachmonus 

(pity) have to do with Chinuch?  

Rav Shternbuch learns from these words that Chinuch is not necessarily a Mitzvoh Bein Odom 

L'Mokom. Meaning, only about worrying of one's own spiritual being by giving lessons in Avodas Hashem 

in order that one's children improve in their own Avodas Hashem. Rather it is an act of Bein Odom L' 

Chaveiroh. Of worrying and caring of another's spiritual being. Only through special Rachmonus in the 

child's welfare can one possibly give over the important lessons of life for the future generation of Klal 

Yisroel. 

Good Shabbos!  
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)12:2החדש הזה לכם ראש חדשים (  
Parshas Bo contains the first mitzvah that Hashem gave to the Jewish people as a collective 

nation. When read literally, it presents the mitzvos of sanctifying the new moon and making Nissan the 
first month of the Jewish year. However, the Seforno understands that also included in this first mitzvah 
was the most precious commodity of all: time, and the freedom to do with it whatever one desires. The 
ability to spend one’s time freely is itself freedom, and control over one’s time is a necessary prerequisite 
to the rest of the 613 commandments.  

Rav Avrohom Yaakov Pam symbolically suggests that the first mitzvah is not just for the 
Sanhedrin to sanctify the new month, but for every individual Jew to sanctify every moment of his day. 
Just as people devote tremendous amounts of time and energy to seeking out the best investments for their 
money, so too should we focus on how to achieve the maximum return with the precious time that we are 
granted and how to wisely “invest” it in our futures. The Gemora in Chagigah (4a) defines a shoteh (crazy 
person who is exempt from performing mitzvos) as a person who throws away what he is given. If so, 
Rav Pam suggests that anybody who adopts the American hobby of “killing time” is legally crazy. 

Rav Uri Weissblum derives another insight into the importance of valuing our time from a 
comment of Rashi later in the parsha. Rashi (12:17) suggests that just as the Torah commands us to guard 
our matzo to prevent it from becoming chometz, so too must we do mitzvos with alacrity so that they 
don’t turn into “chometz.” Rav Weissblum questions the comparison, as a person who takes too long 
baking his matzos and eats them after allowing them to turn into chometz is liable to the penalty of kares 
(spiritual excision). On the other hand, a person who delays the performance of a positive commandment, 
while not commendable, is certainly not punished with kares, especially since it can be performed at a 
later opportunity. If so, how can Rashi equate the two cases? 

Rav Weissblum suggests that in comparing the two laws, Rashi is teaching us that the only person 
truly considered alive is one who is connected to Hashem. Even a single moment during which a person 
neglects the opportunity to cleave to Hashem by performing one of His mitzvos is considered voluntary 
spiritual excision, as every moment of life which isn’t appreciated and used properly is a form of self-
induced spiritual death. 
 
 

)12:13והיה הדם לכם לאת על הבתים (  
The Tosefos Yom Tov writes (Demai 7:3) that some people ask a powerful question based on the 

verse in Chaggai (2:9) גדול יהיה כבוד הבית הזה האחרון מן הראשון – the glory and honor of the last Beis 
Hamikdash will be even greater than that of the first. This verse is referring to the second Temple, which 
was destroyed almost 2000 years ago. In referring to it as the “last” one, it seemingly indicates that there 
won’t, G-d forbid, be another.  

The Tosefos Yom Tov answers that the word “last” doesn’t always mean the final one. Rather, it 
refers to the last one vis-à-vis the first one, even though there may be others that come after it. Although 
this sounds a bit foreign grammatically, he cites two places where the Torah uses such language. One is in 
Parshas Shemos (4:8-9, the other is in Bereishis 33:2), where Hashem tells Moshe that if the Jews won’t 
believe the first sign, they will trust in the last sign. Hashem adds that if they won’t believe the “last” 
sign, they will surely believe the third one in which Moshe will turn the water of the river into blood.  
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The Kehillas Yitzchok brings a clever hint to this proof from our verse, which literally means that 
the blood of the Passover-sacrifice will be a sign on the doors for Hashem to skip over that house. 
However, it can also be understood as stating that the blood (which was the third proof of Moshe’s 
legitimacy) will be a sign for you regarding the Temples, as if anybody attempts to prove from Chaggai 
2:9 that the second Temple was the final one, we may now answer that the blood mentioned in our verse 
proves that it isn’t so. 

 
 

יםויאמר משה אל העם זכור את היום הזה אשר יצאתם ממצרים מבית עבד  
)13:3אתכם מזה ( ד'כי בחזק יד הוציא    

During his travels, Rav Yisroel Salanter once entered an inn at which he had stayed several times 
previously. Rav Yisroel noticed that the innkeeper had significantly deteriorated in his level of religious 
observance since his most recent visit. The innkeeper explained that the change was due to an atheist who 
had recently lodged there. The guest spent several days sharing his philosophy about the lack of a Divine 
system of reward and punishment. Finally, to prove his case, he took out a sandwich filled with non-
kosher meat. He announced that if he’s wrong, he should choke on the sandwich and die an agonizing 
death. The atheist proceeded to consume the entire sandwich with no apparent consequences. Ever since, 
the innkeeper’s religious belief and observance had slowly weakened.  

Rav Yisroel didn’t respond to the story. He chose to wait for the right opportunity, which wasn’t 
long in coming. Later that day, the innkeeper’s young daughter returned home from school. She was 
glowing and excited about receiving her diploma, with especially good marks in the areas of singing and 
mathematics. Rav Yisroel asked her to sing for him so that he could judge her talents for himself, but she 
grew bashful and refused. He went to inform the innkeeper that his brazen daughter refused to sing for 
their respected guest.  

The innkeeper summoned his daughter and demanded an explanation. She told him that the entire 
purpose of her diploma was to prove her talent once and for all. She argued that it was in fact their guest 
who was being unreasonable in demanding that she perform according to his whims just because he 
refused to believe her established record. Hearing this, Rav Yisroel told the innkeeper that two of the 
great early commentators – the Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah 21) and Ramban (Shemos 13:16) – explain 
that the reason the Torah contains so many mitzvos זכר ליציאת מצרים – as a remembrance of the Exodus 
from Egypt – is because it was in Egypt that Hashem proved His power and providence through the 
numerous miracles he performed for the Jewish people once and for all.  

Rav Yisroel concluded by pointing out that just as the innkeeper’s daughter rightfully refused to 
lower herself and perform on demand for whomever may doubt her diploma, so too Hashem already 
established Himself for all time through the events of the Exodus and has no further need to prove 
Himself to every doubter who comes along throughout the generations.  

Now that we understand the significance of the events which are detailed in these Torah portions, 
we can appreciate why the Chiddushei HaRim suggests that they be analyzed as comprehensively as 
yeshiva students study a page of the Gemora with its commentaries. The Chofetz Chaim, wanting to make 
the events recorded in these portions come alive, actually pictured them occurring in front of his very 
eyes. These images were so realistic that as he reviewed our portion, which contains the final three of the 
ten plagues, he literally laughed out loud as he e.visioned the suffering being meted out to Pharaoh and 
the Egyptians in the middle of his study. 
 
 

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources that discuss them): 
 

1) Were the locusts in the plague of (10:14) ארבה miraculously created for the purpose of the 
plague, or did they already exist naturally, and Moshe simply caused them to gather to afflict the 
Egyptians? (Paneiach Raza, Seforno) 
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2) Is a person who is not allowed to enter Yerushalayim exempt from offering a Korban Pesach? 
(Avos D’Rav Nosson 12:8, Noam Megadim, Machazeh Avrohom Kuntres Acharon, Ichud 
B’Chidud 5777) 

3) How many times should a person eat the afikomen on Pesach? (Minchas Eliyahu 33, Ichud 
B’Chidud 5777) 

4) After Haman’s decree against the Jewish people was promulgated throughout Shushan (Esther 
3:15), why didn’t Esther become aware of it as Mordechai and the other townspeople did (3:15, 
4:1)? (Yalkut Shimoni Koheles 978, Koheles Rabbah 8:5 with Eitz Yosef and Maharzu, Ichud 
B’Chidud 5777) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Paneiach Raza writes that all plagues which were miraculously created at the time of the plague, 
such as frogs and locusts, were eliminated upon the conclusion of the plague. Plagues which involved 
already-existing creations, such as wild animals, remained even when the plague finished. However, the 
Seforno writes that Hashem told Moshe to raise his hand in the south, where the locusts were located, as 
a way of commanding the already-existing creatures to come and attack the Egyptians. 
 
2) Based on a verse in Zechariah (9:6) that says that a mamzer will dwell in Ashdod, the Avos D’Rav 
Nosson teaches that a mamzer shall not enter the holy city of Yerushalayim. Accordingly, Rav Meir 
Arik writes in his approbation to the sefer Noam Megadim that a mamzer is exempt from any mitzvah 
that must be performed in Yerushalayim, including the offering of a Korban Pesach. However, he 
acknowledges that this position is quite novel, and the Machazeh Avrohom disagrees, argueing that a 
verse in Nach cannot release a person from a Biblical mitzvah. Additionally, even if somebody is 
forbidden to enter Yerushalayim, there is still a Talmudic concept (Yevamos 5a) of עשה דוחה לא תעשה 
(the performance of a positive commandment pushes aside the transgression of a negative one). 
 
3) In his sefer Minchas Eliyahu, the Shevet Mussar writes that Yaakov was concerned that after he 
received his father’s blessings, Eisav would arrive and Yitzchok would realize that he had been deceived, 
at which point he would eat Eisav’s food and give him the blessings that he had given Yaakov in error. To 
prevent this from happening, after Yitzchok ate his Korban Pesach (Rashi Bereishis 27:9), Yaakov gave 
him the afikomen to eat, as a person may not eat or drink anything after he eats the afikomen. Yitzchok 
alluded to this when he told Eisav (27:35) בא אחיך במרמה – your brother came with cleverness, as the 
word במרמה has the same numerical value (287) as the word אפיקומן. However, the Shevet Mussar 
understands that this episode took place on the first day of Pesach, whereas the afikomen is eaten at night. 
He eventually found in the writings of Rav Moshe Pezinti that a person should eat the afikomen by day as 
well to ensure that the taste of matzah remains in his mouth by day as well as by night, and he adds that 
this is the minhag (custom) in some communities. 
 
4) The Midrash explains that Esther did not hear about Haman’s edict because she was preoccupied with 
the mitzvah of biur chametz (destroying her chametz before Pesach). In his commentary on the Midrash, 
the Maharzu notes that Haman issued his decree on 13 Nissan (Esther 3:12). At that time, Esther was 
meticulously preparing for Pesach and the mitzvah of bedikas chometz (checking one’s home for 
chometz) to be done that night, so she remained oblivious to everything else going on in the world. The 
Eitz Yosef adds that this merit protected her when she risked her life by going in to speak to 
Achashverosh without being called (4:11, 5:1-2). 
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ויאמר ד' אל משה “ 10:1

בא אל פרעה, כי אני 

הכבדתי את לבו ואת לב עבדיו למען 

 ”שתי אתתי אלה בקרבו

“Hashem said to Moshe: Come 

to Paroah, for I have made his 

heart and the heart of his 

servants stubborn so that I 

shall place these signs of Mine 

in his midst.” Rashi says that 

Moshe was to go to Paroah to 

warn him.  The Posuk seems to 

be counterintuitive.  If 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

hardened Paroah’s heart, 

which would mean that 

Paroah would not allow Klal 

Yisroel to leave, then why have 

Moshe go warn Paroah for no 

reason?  He wasn’t going to 

listen anyway.  The following 

Divrei Torah will expound on 

this topic, and support the 

P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

ויאמר ד' אל “ 10:1 – רש"י 

 Hashem – ”משה בא אל פרעה

told Moshe to come to Paroah 

and warn him. 

ויאמר “ 10:1 – שפתי חכמים 

ד' אל משה בא אל פרעה, כי אני 

הכבדתי את לבו ואת לב עבדיו למען 

 Hashem – ”שתי אתתי אלה בקרבו

told Moshe to come to Paroah 

and warn him – and then the 

Posuk continues, “Because I 

have made his heart and the 

heart of his servants heavy.”  

From the simple reading of the 

Posuk, it seems that Moshe 

was to come to Paroah, 

“Because” Hashem made his 

heart and the hearts of his 

servants stubborn.  How are 

we to understand this – Why 

should Moshe come to Paroah 

because his heart has become 

stubborn?  This is what Rashi 

comes to explain, and he says 

that it means to warn Paroah 

to allow Klal Yisroel to leave.  

Being that his heart and the 

hearts of his servants became 

hardened, he needed another 

warning.   

ויאמר ד' אל “ 10:1 - מזרחי 

משה בא אל פרעה, כי אני הכבדתי 

את לבו ואת לב עבדיו למען שתי 

 Hakodosh – ”אתתי אלה בקרבו

Boruch Hu anticipated 

Moshe’s question when told to 

go warn Paroah – “Why is 

there a need for another 

warning when Paroah already 

said in Posuk 9:27 that he 

sinned, and that he would 

comply with their demands?”  

To this potential question, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to 

Moshe that he should go to 

warn Paroah, because his 

heart was hardened.  Although 

he had acquiesced already, 

now that his heart was 

hardened, he may easily 

change his stance, and not 

allow Klal Yisroel to leave.  

 10:1 – שפתי כהן על התורה 

ויאמר ד' אל משה בא אל פרעה, כי “

אני הכבדתי את לבו ואת לב עבדיו 

 – ”למען שתי אתתי אלה בקרבו

Moshe wondered how Paroah’s 

heart could be hardened and 

not allow Klal Yisroel to leave 

Mitzrayim, when he had just 

experienced the Makkah of 

Barad, a Makkah which was 

inclusive of many Makkos.  

Barad was a very scary 

Makkah, fire surrounded by 

hail, and making really loud 

thunderous noise, and as it 

says in Brochos 59a that 

thunder was only created to 

straighten the crooked-

hearted.  Paroah had already 

endured a lot, and one would 

think that at this point in time, 

he would break. If one were to 

say that somehow, he was 

holding strong and was not 

ready to give in, then why 

would you warn him about the 

Makkah of ארבה, a seemingly 

much lighter and softer 

Makkah than what he already 

dealt with.  If he wasn’t scared 

off by the other Makkos, then 

the Makkah of Arbeh wouldn’t 

scare him.  If so, what would be 

the purpose in warning him?  

In addition to all of these 

points, the Torah tells us that 

after the Makkah of Barad, 

Paroah admitted that he 

sinned, and that he would 

comply with their demands.  If 

Paroah agreed to let them go, 

then why warn him of another 

Makkah?  Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu told Moshe that he should 

come warn Paroah, for He 

hardened his heart.  Hashem 

said to Moshe that He saw that 
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Paroah did Teshuva, but 

Hashem knows what is in his 

heart, and he never really 

admitted that he was wrong 

and sinned.  9:27 “ וישלח פרעה

ויקרא למשה ולאהרן ויאמר אלהם 

חטאתי הפעם, ד' הצדיק ואני ועמי 

 Paroah sent and“ – ”הרשעים

summoned Moshe and Aharon 

and said to them: This time I 

have sinned; Hashem is the 

righteous One, and I and my 

people are the wicked ones.”  

Paroah tried to make it sound 

as if he was completely guilty, 

but in reality, he was not.  

What he was saying was, “ 'ד

 Hashem is“ – ”הצדיק ואני

righteous, and I (am 

righteous)” – “ועמי הרשעים” – 

“However my people are 

wicked.”  Paroah was 

complaining that it was not 

fair that he was being 

punished when it was his 

people who were wicked, but 

he himself was righteous.  If 

that was not enough 

Chutzpah, he also separated 

the Shem Havayah – for the 

words, “ד' הצדיק ועמי הרשעים” 

are the Roshei Taivos of the 

Shem Havayah – and Paroah 

placed himself right in the 

middle – “למען שתי “  ”.ואני

 for Paroah placed – ”אותותי

himself between the two “ שתי

 to two letters of the – ”אותות

Shem Hashem.  Thus, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu tells 

Moshe to go warn Paroah that 

there was more to come, and 

that he would ultimately lose.   

ויאמר “ 10:1 - מהר"י שטייף 

ד' אל משה בא אל פרעה, כי אני 

הכבדתי את לבו ואת לב עבדיו למען 

 In Posuk – ”שתי אתתי אלה בקרבו

9:35, the Posuk immediately 

preceding this Posuk, it says, 

ויחזק לב פרעה ולא שלח את בני “

 – ”ישראל כאשר דבר ד' ביד משה

“And Paroah’s heart became 

strong and he did not send out 

the B’nei Yisroel, as Hashem 

had spoken through Moshe.”  

We already know that 

Paroah’s heart was hardened 

and would not allow Klal 

Yisroel to leave – so why does 

the Torah need to repeat here, 

 For I have“ – ”כי אני הכבדתי“

hardened?”  Additionally, it is 

very difficult to understand 

what this Posuk is telling us.  

Hashem tells Moshe that 

because He hardened Paroah’s 

heart, Moshe should go warn 

him.  This seems 

counterintuitive – for on the 

contrary, being that Hashem 

hardened Moshe’s heart, there 

is certainly no reason for 

Moshe to go to him to warn him 

– for his heart was hardened 

and he would not listen 

anyways. Why was Hashem 

sending Moshe to Paroah?  The 

Torah says that Moshe was to 

 come” to Paroah, as“ ”בא“

opposed to saying, “לך” – “go” to 

Paroah.  What is the difference 

between the words, “בא” and 

 is used if ”בא“ ,The word  ”?לך“

one is coming from a far away 

place, a place that he does not 

usually go to – he is “בא” 

coming to that place.  The 

word, “לך” is used when one 

goes to someone in his city, and 

he regularly goes to him.    

Moshe Rabbeinu saw that his 

going to Paroah was 

detrimental to Klal Yisroel, 

and did not want to go again – 

he felt he was not 

accomplishing anything, and if 

anything, only hurting Klal 

Yisroel.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

told Moshe, “בא” – come to 

Paroah – this is a “new 

coming” like one coming from a 

far away place that he does not 

usually go.  The reason that 

Paroah had said no previously 

was because Hashem 

hardened his heart.  That was 

why Moshe did not accomplish 

anything good, and only 

caused it to be worse for Klal 

Yisroel.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

did it so that he could bring 

more afflictions upon 

Mitzrayim, and more miracles 

occurred on behalf of Klal 

Yisroel.  After Moshe came this 

time, Paroah said in Posuk 8 

 Go and serve“ – ”לכו עברו את ד'“

your G-d.”  The Makkos were 

soon coming to an end, and 

Klal Yisroel would be 

redeemed.  The Posuk is 

letting us know that when 

Moshe would come to Paroah 
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here, it would be a “בא” – new 

coming, different than before.   

כי אני “ 10:1 – רשב"ם 

 – ”הכבדתי את לבו ואת לב עבדיו

Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

explicitly tells Moshe here that 

He hardened Paroah’s heart, 

for this was after Paroah said 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu was 

righteous and he and his 

servants were wicked.  Being 

that Paroah said that, how 

could he not let Klal Yisroel 

out?  Why would Moshe need to 

warn him of another Makkah 

for not allowing Klal Yisroel to 

leave?  To answer these 

questions, Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu explained to Moshe that He 

hardened his heart, and 

despite his saying those words, 

which would appear that he 

was allowing to Klal Yisroel to 

leave, he would not do so, for 

his heart was hardened.   

 - מושב זקנים מבעלי תוספות 

כי אני הכבדתי את לבו ואת “ 10:1

 Where do we see – ”לב עבדיו

that the hearts of the slaves of 

Paroah were hardened?  On 

the contrary, it appears that 

their hearts were not hardened 

as they said, “שלח את האנשים” – 

“Send out the men.”  While 

they did in fact say these 

words, if we analyze these 

words, we can see that they 

were not really seeking to 

comply with Moshe.  They said, 

“ האנשיםשלח את  ” and not “ שלח

  .send out the nation – ”את העם

They were saying that only the 

men should leave.  They knew 

that it was not the normal way 

for the men to leave without 

the wives and children.  Had 

they meant to include the 

wives and children they would 

have said, “שלח את העם.”  They 

knew that the men would not 

leave the women and children 

behind, and thus their saying 

that the men should leave was 

really just deceptive, to make 

it appear that they were ready 

to have Klal Yisroel leave and 

be freed.   

למען “ 10:1 – עוד יוסף חי 

 If you – ”שתי אותותי אלה בקרבו

spell out the letters of the 

name פ"ה, רי"ש, עי"ן, ה"ה – פרעה 

it is a total Gematria of 380, 

which is the same Gematria as 

 The Sar of Mitzrayim  ”.מצרים“

in Shomayim is called, “מצרים” 

as it says in the Zohar 

Hakodosh on the Posuk in 

Shemos 14:30 “ וירא ישראל את

 that – ”מצרים מת על שפת הים

Klal Yisroel saw the “מצרים” 

from above - dead.  There is a 

Sar, minister, in Shomayim for 

each nation, and that Sar 

represents that nation.  Once 

the Sar of Mitzrayim above 

was killed, that meant the 

death of Mitzrayim below.  

Krias Yam Suf occurred 

because of the obstinance of 

Paroah, for his heart 

hardened, and even after 

allowing Klal Yisroel to leave 

Mitzrayim, he chased after 

them.  Shemos 15:9 “ ארדוף אשיג

 The Mitzriyim – ”אחלק שלל

chased after Klal Yisroel and 

were drowned in the Yam.  

Then the Sar of מצרים, which is 

alluded to in the name of 

Paroah (as stated above), died 

on the river bank.  “ כי אני

 For I have – ”הכבדתי את לבו

hardened Paroah’s heart, 

 so that I can – ”למען שתי אותותי“

bring the Makkos upon the 

Mitzriyim, until ultimately, 

 so that what is inside – ”בקרבו“

Paroah, מצרים, the Sar of 

Mitzrayim, will be killed.   

ויאמר “ 10:1 - זוהר הקדוש 

ד' אל משה בא אל פרעה, כי אני 

 If – ”הכבדתי את לבו ואת לב עבדיו

Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

hardened Paroah’s heart, and 

that is why he did not comply 

and let Klal Yisroel leave, then 

why was he punished? Rebbe 

Yehudah says on this Posuk – 

Tehillim 89:16 “ אשרי העם יודעי

 – ”תרועה ד' באור פניך יהלכון

“Praiseworthy is the people 

that knows the Shofar’s cry, 

Hashem, by the illumination of 

Your countenance they walk.”  

Praiseworthy is the nation 

that knows the ways of 

Hashem who know the power 

of the Shofar’s cry – and it is 

the people who follow the path 

of the Torah and toil in it, for 

the Torah is the 'אור פני ד.  It 

was to them that the secret 

was revealed, but not to others. 

To the great Tzaddikim there 

is much revealed, but to the 
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rest of the world, they are not 

to examine and question the 

ways of Hashem, for they 

cannot understand it.  It is 

only the great Tzaddikim who 

understand why Paroah was 

punished, despite Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu hardening his 

heart.   

ויאמר “ 10:1 - מטה נפתלי 

ד' אל משה בא אל פרעה, כי אני 

 – ”הכבדתי את לבו ואת לב עבדיו

The Zohar Hakodosh connects 

this Posuk to the Posuk in 

Tehillim 89:16 “ אשרי העם יודעי

 – ”תרועה ד' באור פניך יהלכון

“Praiseworthy is the people 

that knows the Shofar’s cry, 

Hashem, by the illumination of 

Your countenance they walk.”  

What is the intention of the 

Zohar Hakodosh connecting 

these Pesukim?  One must 

have the strong belief that 

everything is from Hashem.  If 

someone Chas V’sholom is 

sick, he must know that it is 

Hashem Who made him sick, 

and he must beseech 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu for 

Rachamim, and do Teshuva.  

One should not wait to beseech 

Hashem for Rachamim and do 

Teshuva until he hears from 

the doctors that there is no 

hope and they don’t have a 

cure for him, rather he should 

do so as soon as he becomes 

sick.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu did 

not accept the Teshuva from 

Paroah because he only did so 

after the Yisurin that came 

upon him, and fear of the 

future Yisurin.  Being that 

Paroah did not believe in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu at all, as 

he said in Shemos 5:2 “ 'מי ד

 Who is“ – ”אשר אשמע בקולו

Hashem that I should listen to 

his voice?” Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu hardened his heart, and 

did not accept his Teshuva.  

Klal Yisroel understand the 

power of the Shofar, and it is 

Me’orer them to do Teshuva 

even before the Midas Hadin 

comes upon them.  When one 

truly recognizes that all is 

from Hashem, and does 

Teshuva always, not waiting 

until the Midas Hadin comes 

upon him, that causes him to 

be Zoche for the Midas 

Harachamim to remain with 

him, and not be subjected to 

the Midas Hadin.  With this we 

can understand the Posuk in 

Devorim 3:23 “ ואתחנן אל ד' בעת

 Perhaps Moshe – ”ההיא לאמר

Rabbeinu thought that the 

reason that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu was not being Mekabel his 

Tefilos was because it was, 

 at that time, close – ”בעת ההיא“

to Moshe’s death, but had he 

done so earlier, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu would have 

accepted it.  One should not 

wait until he is in a time of 

need, but one should always 

recognize that everything 

comes from Hashem, and must 

always be Mispalel to Him.     

   Now we can 

understand why Moshe was to 

warn Paroah, despite 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

hardening his heart.  Paroah 

questioned who Hashem was – 

he gave no credence to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and said 

that there was no need to 

listen to Him.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu was inflicting mass 

pain on Paroah, and Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu wanted him to 

know where it was coming 

from – it was all from Hashem.  

That which a person may turn 

to Hakodosh Boruch Hu when 

he has no hope anywhere else, 

is a very weak form of 

Emunah, and minimizes one’s 

chances of being helped by 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Moshe 

was being told to warn Paroah, 

as a lesson for Klal Yisroel to 

learn throughout the 

generations.  We must work on 

our Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  This does not 

mean that we should wait until 

Chas V’sholom we are in the 

midst of Tzarah and cannot get 

out of it, but we should do so at 

all times in our lives, including 

when things are good. May we 

be Zoche to have the proper 

Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu at all times.   
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T here is a famous Ramban, at the
end of Bo, which teaches

fundamental lessons inemunah. We will
quote some phrases from this Ramban.
The Beis Aharonzt'l (Stolin-Karlin) told
his chassidim to study thisRamban,

every day.TorahWellsprings- B o

The Ramban writes, "Ever since the
generation of Enosh, when people began
dabbling with avodah zarah, people
became confused with the fundamentals
of emunah. There were those who
thought the world always existed, and
they denied that Hashem created the
world. There were others who thought
Hashem doesn’tknow what's happening
in the world. As it states (Tehillim 73:11)
ïåéìòá äòã ùéå, 'Is there awareness Above?'
A third category of people were aware
that Hashemknowseverything, but they
didn’t believe that Hashemis constantly
involved with this world, leading it with
hashgachah pratis… But when Hashem

desires an individual or a community,
and He performs miracles for them,
beyond the rules of nature, all their false
ideas are disproven. The wondrous
miracles reveal that (1) Hashem created
the world, (2) knows what's happening in
the world, (3) He is constantly involved
with this world and leads it with
hashgachah pratis, (4) and He has the

strength and ability to do so…"1111

Pri HaAretz (Bo) from Rebbe Mendel of
Vitebsk zy'a writes, "Pharaoh believed in
Hashem. He believed that the world was
created on purpose and not by accident,
but he didn’t believe in hashgachah
pratis. He followed the belief of many
heretics, to think that Hashem abandoned
the world after creating it and gave the
world over to themazalosand the stars
of heaven. This is the reason all gentile
nations worship the stars and the
mazalos, as this is known (though we

prefer not to elaborate on that)…"

1. The Teshuas Chein (Va'eira והפלתי  (ד"ה  writes, "Pharaoh, the ruler of Mitzrayim, didn’t
believe in hashgachah pratis… He proclaimed that everything happens by the forces of

nature… The Jewish nation living there was definitely influenced by Pharaoh's philosophy.
Although they believed in Hashem they said that since Hashem is so very great and holy,
it isn't proper that He should look down at this lowly world. Indeed, the Rambam, in Morah
Nevuchim, writes that the Jewish nation in Mitzrayim was confused in this matter. To some
extent, we are still confused. The yetzer hara dances among us, causing us to think that
things happen by chance. Therefore, we have the mitzvah to remember yetzias Mitzrayim
each day. That habituates us to recognize that everything happens by Hashem's decree…"
The Teshuas Chein then explains a pasuk (Shmuel 20) as follows: הוא " ,מקרה  if you think
that matters happen by chance and you don’t believe that everything is Hashem's
hashgachah, הוא  טהור ,בלתי that means you aren't pure…"
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The emunah of Klal Yisrael is very
different than the beliefs of the
Egyptians, because the Jewish nation
believes that Hashem takes an active part
in the world and leads it with
hashgachah pratis, while the Mitzrim
believed that everything happens by the

rules of nature.

The Egyptians enslaved the Jewish
nation, and the Pri HaAretz explains
that the enslavement proved a point.
The Egyptians wanted to show that
Hashem left the world. Their evidence:
He doesn’t help those who believe in
Him and trust in hishashgachah pratis.
They claimed that this proves Hashem
doesn’t intervene with what's happening

in the world.

But despite their attempts to prove that
Hashem abandoned the world, they
actually proved that Hashem leads the
world with hashgachah pratis. This is
because the enslavement was part of
Hashem's masterplan andhashgachah
pratis. Hashem put into Pharoah's mind,
and into the mind of his advisors, to
enslave the Jewish nation (as will be
explained). So it is the opposite; the
slavery proves that Hashem leads the

world with hashgachah pratis.

Why did Hashem want slavery? It's
because Hashem told Avraham that his
descendants will be in exile for four
hundred years, but because of theéùå÷
ãåáòéùä, slave labor, the years were
deducted to only 210 years. Thus slavery
was for their benefit, and it was
Hashem's plan, as it enabled the Yidden
to leave Mitzrayim earlier. Thus, the

slavery proves that Hashem runs the
world and leads it according to His will.

The Pri HaAretz writes, "It states,åãéáòéå
êøôá ìàøùé éðá úà, the Mitzrim enslaved the
Jewish nation with hard labor. The
Mitzrim did this to support their belief
[that Hashem abandoned the world].
They didn’t know that slavery was
Hashem's gift to the Jewish people. The
slave labor helped complete the quota of
four hundred years they were destined to
be in exile. This is the explanation of the
pasuk, äòøô ìà àá, 'go to Pharaoh' and
Rashiwrites, åá äøúäå, 'and teach him'éðà éë
åáì úà éúãáëä, that I hardened his heart.'
Hashem was telling Moshe that he
should explain to Pharaoh that even
enslaving the Jewish nation wasn't
Pharaoh's own choice. [It was Hashem's
plan, and therefore He hardened
Pharaoh's heart, to desire to enslave
them.] Thus, the slavery isn't a sign that
Hashem abandoned the world. On the
contrary, it is an example of Hashem's

hashgachah pratis."

The Pri HaAretz concludes that it is very
hard for resha'imto attain true awareness
that everything happens byhashgachah
pratis. He writes, "The truth is, it is very
far and distant forresha'imto believe in
…hashgachah pratis: that a person
doesn’t hurt his finger if it wasn't
decreed in heaven (as it states inChulin
7), and that there isn't a grass that dries
up and falls [without His plan]. And that
a stone isn't thrown, only at the time and
place that it was destined for. As it states
(Koheles11:3), õòä ìåôéù íå÷î ìà, the place
where the tree falls,àåäé íù, that is where

it was destined to fall…"
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About thekorban Pesach, the Torah says
it should beäðù ïá one year (12:5),úéáá
ìëàé ãçà, eaten inone house (12:46), and
it is forbidden to break any of the bones
into two. This essentially means that each
bone must remain whole. The Maharal
(Gevuras Hashemch.60) explains that
these laws are to remind us that
everything comes from the One Hashem,
everything is byhashgachah pratis, and

nothing happens by nature.

RevealingRevealingRevealingRevealing thethethethe ConcealedConcealedConcealedConcealed MiraclesMiraclesMiraclesMiracles

The Ramban writes, "From the
well-known, great miracles one believes
in the concealed ones, because a person
doesn’t have a portion in Torah…unless
he believes that everything that happens
to us is miraculous, and there is no

nature at all."

There are many concealed miracles that
happen to us each day. They are called
"concealed miracles" for if one doesn’t
pay attention to them, he won't notice
them. He'll think that everything is

natural.

In hind-sight one often recognizes that it
didn’t happen by chance. But as they are
happening, it is easy to fall into the trap

of thinking that it is all natural.
Remembering the great miracles of
yetzias Mitzrayimwill help us recognize

those concealed miracles.

The Chasam Soferzt'l gave amashal:

A talented artist sculpted a wooden
horse. He brought it to the marketplace
and sat on top of it, so people could
admire his artwork and praise him. He
was surprised that people just walked by

without saying a word.

He asked a friend, "Why isn't everyone
praising my craftsmanship? Is there
something wrong with the horse?"
The friend replied, "Your artwork is
outstanding, and that's the problem. Your
horse seems real; no one knows it's art.
I suggest you cut your horse in half.
Then, people will realize it's a sculpture,
and they will admire your artistry."
The nimshal is, Hashem created the
world with beauty and wisdom, only
people are so accustomed to these
wonders, they don’t recognize them.
What did Hashem do? He split the sea
by kriyas Yam Suf. Now everyone
recognizes Hashem and His wondrous

creation. 2222

2. The Ramban (10;19) quotes Rabbeinu Chananel who writes the following: "Moshe
Rabbeinu prayed that the arbeh should leave Mitzrayim, and until today, there aren't any

locust that ruin crops in Mitzrayim. If they come to Eretz Yisrael, and cross over into
Mitzrayim, they won’t eat any of the Egyptian crops. This is how it is until today, as this is
known to all. However, in reference to the plague of ,צפרדע Moshe said (8:5) תישארנה ביאור ,רק 
that they should remain in the Nile. Therefore there are ,אלתמצח crocodiles/alligators [which
are a type of [צפרדע in the Nile until today. Whereas, about the locust it states, ארבה נשאר לא

מצרים גבול בכל  ,אחד not one of them remained in all boundaries of Mitzrayim [and that is how
it remains until today]. About this it states in Tehillim (105:2) נפלאותיו בכל ,שיחו 'Speak about
Hashem's wonders.'"
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ReviewingReviewingReviewingReviewing thethethethe MiraclesMiraclesMiraclesMiracles

The Ramban writes, "Hashem doesn’t
perform miracles in every generation,
before every rasha and non-believer.
Therefore Hashem commanded we
should constantly remember what we
saw, and we should tell our children, and
they, in turn, will tell their children, and
this chain should continue until the final
generation. The Torah is very strict about
this matter [that we should remember
yetzias Mitzrayim], for one receiveskares
for eating chametz on Pesach or for not
bringing the korban Pesach (because
these mitzvos remind us ofyetzias
Mitzrayim). He also obligated us to write
everything we saw on our arms and on
our heads, and on our doorposts, and to
speak about yetzias Mitzrayim every
morning and every night. AsChazal
(Brachos21) say, saying thebrachahúîà
áéöéå is a Torah requirement, as it states,
êééç éîé ìë íéøöî õøàî êúàö íåé úà øåëæú ïòîì,
'So you shall remember yetzias

Mitzrayim all days of your life.' We must
build a succah, and there are many other
mitzvos that remind us of yetzias
Mitzrayim, so that in all generations we
won't forget the miracles, and no one will

deny Hashem…"3333

There are mitzvos that are kept once a
week, such as Shabbos; there are mitzvos
practiced once a year, like theyomim
tovim; but the mitzvah to remember
yetzias Mitzrayimis a daily mitzvah —
kept once by daytime and once at
nighttime. This indicates to us the
essential need for this reminder.4444

The Ahavas Yisrael of Viznitzzt'l was
playing chess with his chassid Reb Dovid
Rosenbergz'l on the night ofnitel (many
tzaddikim play chess on the night of
nitel) and Reb Dovid won each game.
The Ahavas Yisrael said, "I also know
how to play chess. The difference
between us is that I know the game, but

you constantly review it."

3. By makas bechoros, Moshe was careful to say ,כחצות  that the firstborns will die
approximately at chatzos. He didn’t tell them that it would happen exactly at chatzos (as

indeed occurred). Rashi (11:4) explains that Moshe was concerned that the Egyptian clocks
might be slightly off, and when they think that it is midnight, and makos bechoros didn’t yet
happen, they would say that בדאי  ,משה  "Moshe is a liar," chalilah. To avoid that from
happening, Moshe told them that makas bechoros will happen about chatzos, .כחצות  That
way, even if their clocks weren't accurate, they wouldn’t accuse Moshe of lying.
The Brisker Rav zt'l wondered, how could they think Moshe was lying? They had already
witnessed nine makos. Everything Moshe said occurred. How could they doubt him? The
answer is, if one doesn’t want to believe, he can see miracles and proofs before his eyes,
and he will still find excuses to deny them, and to attribute it all to nature.
4. We can draw a mashal to a doctor who prescribes different kinds of medicines. Some

medicines need to be taken once a week, others are taken once a year, and other
medicines must be ingested twice a day. Each yom tov is once a year; Shabbos is once a
week; but remembering yetzias Mitzrayim is twice every day, because this is the foundation
of the Torah.
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A similar story is told about Rebbe
Avraham Elimelech of Karlin-Stolinzt'l
when he visited Eretz Yisrael. The Rebbe
visited a winery together with a group of
his chassidim. One of the chassidim was
a talented wine taster. By merely tasting
the wine, he was able to tell which year
the wine was produced, the type, alcohol
level, etc. Rebbe Avraham Elimelech
explained, "Do you know what the
difference is between you and him? You
drink wine, but he reviews it constantly."

The lesson is, it isn't sufficient to know
about yetzias Mitzrayim, or to know
about emunah. By constantly reviewing

one becomes an expert.5555

A person with a sore throat went to his
doctor. The doctor prescribed cough
candies to suck on, to soothe the pain.
The patient swallowed the candy instead
of sucking on them. Obviously the
cough candies didn’t help him. The
nimshal is, Hashem took us out of
Mitzrayim with great miracles so we
will believe in Hashem. But we must

study yetzias Mitzrayim, discuss it, and
think about it. Otherwise, a brief
reminder that Hashem took us out of
Mitzrayim won't be sufficient. Similarly,
we must think aboutemunah and we
must review it. A fleeting thought on

emunahis not sufficient.

It states,äéçé åúðåîàá ÷éãö, "The righteous
man lives with hisemunah" (Chabakuk
2:4). This pasukcorrelatesemunahwith
life. The reason is becauseemunah is
like breathing, which one can't be
without, even for a short time. One eats
a few times a day, butemunah is like
constant breathing; it must always be on

one's mind.

When one perculates hot coffee, he first
boils the water on a high flame, and after
the coffee is ready, he keeps it hot on a
low flame to maintain the heat. The
Chazon Ishzt'l used that as amashalfor
emunah. There are times when one is
actively increasing and strengthening his
emunah. For example, when one is
reviewing to himself the fundamental

5. In addition to reviewing emunah, one must pray for emunah.
One night, the Baal Shem Tov zt'l traveled with his horse and wagon, via kefitzas haderech,
to a village. He came to the home of one of his students, and he said to his student, "The
way to attain emunah is to pour your heart out before Hashem and to request emunah."
After giving over this message, the Baal Shem Tov returned home.
That student later said that the Baal Shem Tov perceived with his ruach hakodesh that he
was struggling with his emunah and having many questions. The Baal Shem Tov came to
direct him towards attaining emunah.
The first Shabbos that Rebbe Asher of Stolin zt'l became Rebbe, he called over a yungerman
who was standing on the other side of the beis medresh, and said, "If I know your thoughts
then certainly Hashem knows your thoughts too."
Later, this yungerman said that at the time, he was having doubts in emunah. He was
wondering whether Hashem knows his thoughts, and the Rebbe, with his ruach hakodesh,
set him straight.
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truths of emunah, or when one focuses
on the wonders Hashem performs in the
world. Even after he finished developing
his emunah, and right now he is learning
Torah, or working, or eating, etc.,
emunah should remain hot. As in the
mashal, it has to be on a low flame, in
the back of his mind, so hisemunah
won't cool off, butemunahmust always

be on his mind.6666

TheTheTheThe GatesGatesGatesGates areareareare OpenOpenOpenOpen

The Baal Shem Tovzy'a taught: when a
person is clearing the mud, he will

inevitably also become dirty.

The Chidushei HaRimzt'l quotes this
lesson of the Baal Shem Tov and
explains that this is the reason Moshe
Rabbeinu didn’t want to go to Pharaoh,
to warn him that the plague ofarbehwas
coming. Pharaoh was a terriblekelipah,
impurity, and Moshe feared that he might
become impure, just by standing before

Pharaoh's presence.

Moshe considered Pharaoh a terribly
impure kelipah because Pharaoh and the
Mitzrim already suffered sevenmakos,
and Pharaoh was still refusing to send
the Jewish nation out of Mitzrayim.

Moshe thought: only a very greatkelipah
could see such revelations and remain
callous as Pharaoh.
Hashem explained to Moshe that
although Pharaoh was certainly a great
kelipah, he wasn't as terrible as Moshe
perceived him. (Pharaoh was definitely
terrible, but not to the extents that Moshe
perceived him to be.) Hashem said,ìà àá
äòøô, "Go to Pharaoh, and don’t be afraid
of the terriblekelipah, åáì úà éúãáëä éðà éë
,because the reason he isn't freeing the
Jewish nation is because I hardened his
heart…" If he was under his own control,
he would have already sent out the

Jewish nation.

It states,åáì úà éúãáëä éðà éë äòøô ìà àá, "Go
to Pharaoh because I hardened his heart
…" It seems counter-intuitive. If Hashem
hardened his heart that means Pharaoh
will certainly refuse to free the nation, so

why should Moshe go to Pharaoh?

The Chidushei HaRim's answers that
Hashem said,äòøô ìà àá, "Go to Pharaoh,
and don’t think that he is as great a
kelipah and impurity as you perceive
him, åáì úà éúãáëä éðà éë, because I
hardened his heart. He would have freed
the Yidden if it were entirely up to him."

6. The Yesod HaAvodah and the Shem Mishmuel חכמים) כולנו ואפילו ד"ה  (הגש "פ zt'l teach
that each mitzvah has its segulah. Tzitzis is mesugal for guarding one's eyes, as it states

about tzitzis, עיניכם אחרי... תתורו ,ולא "Don't stray after your eyes…" The mitzvah of honoring
scholars is mesugal for yiras Shamayim, as it states, מאלקיך  ויראת זקן פני ,והדרת "Give glory
to scholars and fear Hashem" (as taught by the Bnei Yissaschar zt'l). The mitzvah of telling
the story of yetzias Mitzrayim is mesugal for emunah. It isn't only rational – that if one will
review the wonders that happened by yetzias Mitzrayim his emunah will become stronger –
it is also a segulah. A segulah is something that can't be explained scientifically or rationally
how it works. On a sublime plane, speaking about yetzias Mitzrayim engraves emunah onto
one's heart.
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The Chida (Nachal Kidumim, Bo) quotes
Reb Shlomo Istarukzt'l (a rishon who
lived in the era of the Ra'n and Ritv'a)
who taught that Pharoah had the option
to do teshuvah. It would be difficult for
him to do teshuvah, because Hashem
hardened his heart, but if he wanted to,
he could do teshuvah, for the gates of
teshuvahare always open. According to
his commentary, éë means even or
although. Thus thepasukis saying,ìà àá
äòøô, go to Pharaoh and ask him to free
the nation. éúãáëä éðà éë, although I
hardened his heart, even so, the option
for teshuvahis available for him. If he
wants to doteshuvah, he will be able to.7777

The Gemara (Chagigah 15.) states that
a bas kol announcedõåç íéááåù íéðá åáåù
øçàî, that everyone can doteshuvah
except for Acher (a great sinner). The
Maharshah, and theè"îéøäî ú"åù (8) write

that if Acher disregarded thebas kol
and attempted to doteshuvah, he would
be able to, becauseteshuvahis always

an option.

The Gemara (Pesachim86:) states, "You
must do everything yourbaal habayis
(host) tells you to do except when he
tells you to leave." The Reishis
Chachmah (Shaar HaKedushah 21)
explains that this is hinting to those
times when,keviyachol, Hashem (or the
holy sefarim) tell a person that he must
leave and distance himself from
Hashem's presence, because he sinned
too much. One doesn’t have to listen to
that. You listen to thebaal habayis, the
King of the world, and you follow all
His rules, except for when He tells you
to leave, because the gates ofteshuvah

are always open.8888

7. It states (Tehillim 41:5) לך  חטאתי כי נפשי ,רפאה  "Heal me because I sinned to you." It
seems that the word ,כי  "because," doesn’t fit here. Isn't sin a reason that he won't be

healed? Once again, if we will translate כי  as "even," Dovid Hamelech is praying that Hashem
heal him, לך  חטאתי ,כי even if I sinned to You.
8. A non-religious bachur from Netanyah, Eretz Yisrael began his path of teshuvah. He

began keeping Shabbos, and he also started coming to the local beis medresh. A
yungerman who frequented that beis medresh offered to teach him Torah.
That yungerman taught him the basics of hilchos Shabbos, kashrus, tefillah, and more. There
was one matter that was unusual and which puzzled him about the boy: each day he came
to the beis medresh with a pocket bulging with sunflower seeds, and from time to time, he
would take a seed or two from his left pocket and put it in his right pocket. But the
yungerman decided that he wouldn’t ask him about that, and they focused on learning Torah.
One evening, before they began studying, the yungerman said, "I didn’t eat anything today.
Please give me some of your sunflower seeds, so I will have strength to learn with you."
"I can't," the boy replied.
The yungerman was insulted. For months he tutored him for free, without asking for a penny.
And now, when he asks him for a minor favor, the boy refuses.
They learned for fifteen minutes, and the yungerman said that he had to stop. He felt
uncomfortable learning with a bachur who obviously didn’t appreciate for everything he was
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doing for him. The next day the yungerman didn’t show up. The day after they learned, but
it wasn't with the same enthusiasm and happiness like it used to be. Eventually, they stopped
learning altogether.
One day, the bachur called up the yungerman and said, "You don’t owe me anything, but I
want you to come to my home for a couple of minutes."
The yungerman came, and he saw barrels filled with sunflower seeds! He was wondering
what type of psychological syndrome this bachur suffered from.
The bachur said, "When I became a baal teshuvah, I had a very strong yetzer hara to revert
to my old ways. A rabbi advised me that I should put a lot of sunflower seeds into my left
pocket, and whenever I do a good deed, I should place one of the sunflower seeds into my
right pocket. When I come home at night, I count my good deeds and I store them in these
barrels, so I can remember all the good deeds I'm doing. When you asked me for a few
sunflower seeds, I refused, because at that time, all the seeds were in my right pocket and
I had to leave them there so I could count them at the end of the day…"
We repeat this story as a reminder that one must focus on the good deeds he does. Don’t
consider yourself lost from Hashem, because every Yid has many mitzvos. With this focus,
you will be able to wholly change your ways and do perfect teshuvah before Hashem.
One of the popular kevarim in Poland is the kever of the Bnei Yissaschar zt'l. (There is a
hachnasas orchim there, so people can have a good meal and a place to rest before they
continue on their travels.) A yungerman told me that he was at the kever of the Bnei Yissaschar
and saw a bachur praying there with immense kavanah. He knew that bachur. It was his
neighbors' child. He also knew that this bachur had fallen off the derech ten years before. What
turned the bachur around? How was he saying Tehillim with so much sweetness?
When the bachur finished his Tehillim, the yungerman greeted him, and asked him how he
did teshuvah. The bachur replied, "Someone told me something that totally turned me
around. The person who told it to me didn’t realize the imprint he was having on my life. He
told me that my parents keep their front door open every night, as they hope that I will return.
They don’t want me to come to the door, find it locked, and turn away. That's when I returned
home and also to Yiddishkeit, after ten years of wandering."
This is as it states in Tana d'Bei Eliyahu (Rabba 31) "I testify heaven and earth that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is sitting and waiting for Yisrael more than a father waits for his son
to do teshuvah."
There was a boy who was gradually slipping away from Yiddishkeit, and his father paid a
lot of money for teachers, mentors, and big brothers to bring him back to Torah. When he
finally came back, the father asked, "Which dollar brought you back?" The father's intention
was, "I invested a lot of money to help you, in through various venues. Which investment
influenced you to come back?"
The boy replied, "My salvation came from someone who you didn’t pay. Once, a rabbi saw
me, and smiled warmly and brightly. His greeting gave me a feeling of worth. I told the rabbi,
"If you knew my sins, you wouldn’t smile to me.' The rabbi replied, 'It isn't true; each Yid is
special to Hashem. You are precious to Hashem, regardless of your sins.' It was these
words, and his friendliness, which brought me back."
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YetziasYetziasYetziasYetzias MitzrayimMitzrayimMitzrayimMitzrayim inininin thethethethe meritmeritmeritmerit ofofofof BitachonBitachonBitachonBitachon

The Kad HaKemach, from Rabbeinu
b'Chaya (Bitachon) writes, "We were
redeemed from Mitzrayim because the
nation had bitachon. As the Midrash
Tehillim (22) states,åèìîðå å÷òæ êéìà, 'They
shouted out to You and they were
saved, åùåá àìå åçèá êá, because they

trusted in You.'"

The Seforno also teaches thatyetzias
Mitzrayim was in the merit of the
nation'sbitachon. Hashem told the nation
to eat the korban Pesach,,íéøåâç íëéðúî
íëãéá íëì÷îå ,íëéìâøá íëéìòð, "Your belts
girded, wearing shoes, your staffs in your
hands" as though they would be leaving
Mitzrayim any minute. The Seforno
(12:11) explains, "They were
demonstrating their firm bitachon in
Hashem, without any doubts. They
prepared for leaving Mitzrayim even as
they were still imprisoned." This implies
that they were redeemed from Mitzrayim

in the merit of theirbitachon.

Furthermore, the Yidden put the blood of
the korban Pesachon their doorways,
and they were saved bymakas bechoros.
The Rabbeinu b'Chaya explains that they
were saved from makas bechoros

because they trusted in Hashem.

The Rabbeinu b'Chaya (12:13) writes,
"The blood wasn't what protected them
from makas bechoros, and not putting
the blood didn’t cause death. Rather,
whoever trusted in Hakadosh Baruch Hu
with perfect belief and wasn't afraid of

Pharaoh and of his decrees, and he
courageously shechted the sheep —
Mitzrayim's avodah zarah— in public,
and he put thekorban Pesach's blood on
the door posts and lintel, he is a tzaddik.
He trusts in Hashem and he deserves to

be saved."

Thus, the Jewish nation slaughtered the
korban Pesach, as they trusted in
Hashem to protect them. They ate the
korban Pesachdressed in a way that
indicated that they trusted in Hashem and
are ready to leave Mitzrayim. All of this
is becauseyetzias Mitzrayimwas in the

merit of their bitachon.

BitachonBitachonBitachonBitachon BringsBringsBringsBrings ParnassahParnassahParnassahParnassah

With bitachon we will have parnassah.
The Kad HaKemach (ibid) writes,
"Whoever trusts in Hashem, Hashem's
chesed— which gives sustenance to the
entire world — will envelope him. As it
states (Tehillim 32:10) åðááåñé ãñç 'äá çèåáä,
'The one who trusts in Hashem,chesed
(kindness) envelops him.' Hashem will
arrange ways for him to attain his
parnassah, and Hashem has unlimited
options. Eliyahu HaNavi was sustained
by crows (as this is known), fifty-five
nevi'im hiding in a cave were supported
by Ovadyah…. Hashem sustains…a
child in his mother's womb, and a bird
in its egg, although there is no place to
bring the food. Hashem givesparnassah
to the birds who fly in the sky and to
the fish in the sea; to the weak worm
and to other small animals9999… Being that

9. A major part of the Cohen's monthly income comes from Mrs. Cohen's playschool
(babysitting service for toddlers). She earns four thousand shekels per month. Joined
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with her husband's kollel stipend, plus some odds-and-ends jobs that he does, they are able
to get by.
When Mrs. Cohen gave birth, she had to hire a substitute and take maternity leave. The
Cohen's agreed that the substitute will get paid four thousand shekels each month. But they
forgot to stipulate how long the substitute would be working there.
A few weeks later, that issue became a debate. The substitute claimed that she understood
it would be a job for three months, as that is the standard maternity leave in Eretz Yisrael.
Mrs. Cohen said that she needs the income, and she was planning on returning after two
months. After discussing it with her husband, Mrs. Cohen said to the substitute, "The custom
in Eretz Yisrael is to have a three month maternity leave; therefore we will let you run the
nursery for three months. Hashem will enable us to earn our parnassah some other way."
During those three months, the Cohen's repeatedly reminded themselves that Hashem would
help them. On Chol HaMoed Succos, the Cohen's relative came for a visit, and he was
enthralled by an expensive painting (made by the Beck family) hanging on the succah wall.
The Cohen's explained that they couldn’t afford buying such an expensive painting and they
inherited that painting from their parent's. The relative said, "This would be a perfect present
for a wealthy person who I want to show my appreciation to. If you will agree, I will buy it
from you for twelve thousand shekels."
The Cohen's agreed. That was exactly the amount of money that they lost from the maternity
leave.
The laws of ribbis are complex, and in Eretz Yisrael, as the banks and many companies are
owned by Yidden, the laws of ribbis come up very often. There are often kulas, lenient
opinions, that one may be permitted to rely on to pay interest to a bank, but there are
opinions that are more stringent and prohibit any payments of interest.
One kollel yungerman living in Eretz Yisrael was learning the laws of ribbis, and upon seeing
the stringent opinions, he made a kabbalah to pay all his bills in the bank, electric company,
etc., on time, so he wouldn’t be charged interest.
But once, when he was in America, he realized that there wasn't enough money in the bank.
It was the tenth of the month, the day that most of his bills were paid automatically, and
without money in the bank, everything would bounce. He could call the bank, and tell them
to let the charges go through, but that meant having to pay interest to the bank, which was
what he was trying to avoid.
He placed his trust in Hashem. He prayed and hoped that his bank account would suddenly
become filled with money, and he wouldn’t have to take out a loan.
He planned to call the bank at the last possible moment. If even then there wasn't enough
money in the bank, he would have to take the loan.
When it was close to the bank's closing time, he left the beis medresh where he was
learning, turned on the phone, and discovered that his rosh kollel had tried to reach him.
He immediately called back his rosh kollel who told him, "I wanted to let you know that I just
deposited two months of your kollel stipend directly into your bank."
That was enough money so his bank account wouldn’t bounce.
This story can teach us several lessons:
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bitachon is so important and it is a
primary foundation of the Torah,
therefore the Torah is calledbitachon, as
it states (Mishlei 21:22) äùî äìò íéøåáâ øéò
äçèáî æåò ãøåéå, Moshe went up to heaven
and brought down the Torah, which is

called bitachon."

When one knows that everything
happens by Hashem, he will put his trust
in Hashem and not in any other source.
He will not trust his business or bank
account; he will not trust his talents; and
he will not trustbaalei tzedakah, wealthy
philanthropists, becauseparnassahcomes

solely from Hashem.10101010

The Bobover Rebbezy'a (the Kedushas
Tzion) wrote the following letter to
someone who was struggling with
parnassah, "Torah can be studied on four
different levels ofparde"s, and also the

simplest level of Torah (pshat) has many
explanations. Why did you choose to
follow the most extreme explanation of
the pasuk(3:19), íçì ìëàú êôà úòæá, 'You
will eat bread with sweat on your face.'
Why did you take the harshestpshat?

"If it wasn’t that we are obligated to do
hishtadlus, then hishtadlus would be
machshavas pigul[forbidden to even
consider]. But we are obligated to doour
histhadlus. However, who gave you

permission to be worried?"

The Rambam (Pirush HaMishnayos
Brachos9) writes, "The fault of worrying
and distress is so clearly stated and
known from the words of thenevi'im, it

isn't necessary to mention it."

Someone opened a printing shop on the
same street where Reb Shlomo Cohen of
Bnei Brak had his printing shop. Any

(1) When one wants to keep his kabbalos, Hashem will help him.
(2) The system of the kollel was that the rosh kollel would call randomly one of the kollel
yungerleit to tell him when he deposited money, and that yungerman was responsible to tell
all the others. By hashgachah pratis, the rosh kollel called him, which enabled him to keep
his kabbalah to avoid paying interest and not take loans.
(3) Finally, this story is a reminder that if you will have bitachon, Hashem will help you.
10. Reb Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt'l said that trusting in one's business, or on one's bank

account, and the like, is equivalent to avodah zarah. The explanation is, he is placing
his trust elsewhere, and not on Hashem.
It states (Tehillim 9:19) לעד  תאבד עניים  תקוות אביון, ישכח לנצח  לא כי "Hashem won't forget the
pauper forever. The pauper's hopes are dashed, forever." This pasuk seems to contradict
itself, because if Hashem won't forget the pauper, why are his hopes dashed?
We can answer that the pauper was hoping that a certain baal tzedakah will send him meat
so his family would have meat for Shabbos and Yom Tov. He was also hoping that another
baal tzedakah will send him milk and cheese, and that a third baal tzedakah would pay his
electric bill, and so on. When Hashem helps him עניים ,תקוות all the pauper's previous hopes
and aspirations, לעד  ,תאבד are lost eternally. He doesn’t trust in them anymore, only on
Hashem.
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other person would be afraid that the
competition would take away his
parnassah. Often, this situation can also
generate anger and disputes. But Reb
Shlomo believed thatparnassah was
from Hashem, and therefore he wasn't
angry at this man for opening his store
on the same street. In fact, Reb Shlomo
spoke with the new storeowner and gave
him sound advice how to run the
printing shop. He told him where he to
buy ink and plates, what he should be
wary from, etc. Reb Shlomo had years
of experience in the field, and he shared

it with his competition!

Reb Shlomo's children couldn’t believe
what they were seeing. They asked their
father, "It is indeed very righteous of you
that you aren't angry at this man for
opening a store on our block, but why

are you helping him out?"

Reb Shlomo Cohen answered, "We
believe that ourparnassahis decreed on
Rosh Hashanah, and no one can take
away the amount that we are destined
to earn. This new shop isn't going to
harm me in any way. If anything, it will
enable me to work less (because some
of the jobs will probably go to the new
shop) and I will earn the same amount
regardless. So, this man is helping me
to work less. Shouldn’t I repay him

with advice?"

The Chazon Ish was extremely impressed

by this story, and he repeated it at the
levayahof Reb Shlomo Cohen (which he
attended until the end). The Chazon Ish
said, "How much holiness one acquires

when one lives withemunah."

Reb Kopel Chassidzy'a (a student of the
Baal Shem Tov) was called by the
merchants "Reb Kopel Shevisi'nig"
because he was constantly saying,'ä éúéåù
ãéîú éãâðì, "I place Hashem before me,
always" (Tehillim 16). Every few
moments, in the marketplace, he would
say this passuk, to remember that
everything — including success in

business — is from Hashem.

Rebbe Yaakov Kopel owned the most
accurate scale in the marketplace
(according to halachah, one must be
cautious that his scale doesn’t cheat
people). All the G-d fearing merchants
used his scale to sell their merchandise.

One day Reb Yaakov Kopel didn’t
come to the market. The other
merchants said, "WhenShevisi isn't

here, we can't do business."

Their intention was twofold: When Reb
Kopel Shevisi'nig is absent we can't do
business, because we don’t have an
accurate scale. And they also implied
that without ãéîú éãâðì 'ä éúéåù, without
Hashem's help, we can never succeed

in business.11111111

11. The Gemara teaches, "The person who enjoys the work of his hands is greater than
the one who has yiras shamayim" (Brachos 8). Many struggle to understand the

meaning of this Gemara.
Rebbe Yechezkel of Kozmir zy'a explained that the Gemara is saying, if someone works for
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WithWithWithWith BitachonBitachonBitachonBitachon theretheretherethere areareareare nononono FearsFearsFearsFears

It states,äòøô ìà àá, "Come to Pharaoh…"
The Zohar asks that it should have
stated,äòøô ìà êì, "Go to Pharaoh." The
Zohar answers that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
was saying,äòøô ìà éîò àá, "Come with
Me to Pharaoh." Hashem was telling
Moshe that he doesn’t have to be afraid
when he goes to Pharaoh, because
Hashem will go with him, and when one
is with Hashem there is nothing to fear.

A child is afraid to walk alone at night,
but when his father is with him he feels
secure. People are afraid to walk through
dangerous neighborhoods, but when they
are together with a group of people, or
with someone who is very strong, they
aren't afraid. Similarly, in life, one may
have problems and struggles, but he is
never alone. Hashem is at his side, and
when Hashem is with you everything
will work out. There's never reason to

be afraid.

As it states in Tana d'Bei Eliyahu
(Rabba 18), "Hashem's compassion is
always intensely upon the Jewish nation.
Even when they sin, and Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is angry with them,
nevertheless, His compassion is with
them each day, always… Hakadosh
Baruch Hu says, with every hardship that
the Jewish nation go through, I am with

them with their every step. As it states
(Yeshayah63:9), øö åì íúøö ìëá, when
they have tzaros, Hashem hastzaros

together with them…"

DestinedDestinedDestinedDestined

In Mitzrayim, the Yidden ate matzah, as
we say in the Hagadah,åìëà éã àéðò àîçì àä
íéøöîã àòøàá àðúäáà, "This matzah is the
poor man's bread that our forefathers ate
in Mitzrayim." Upon leaving Mitzrayim,
they thought they would have better
tasting breads to eat, but once again, we
find them eating matzah. As it states
(12:39), úåâåò íéøöîî åàéöåä øùà ÷öáä úà åôàéå
äîäîúäì åìëé àìå íéøöîî åùøâ éë õîç àì éë úåöî,
"They baked the dough that they took out
of Mitzrayim as matzah, and not
chametz, because they were banished out
of Mitzrayim, and they weren't able to
delay." This revealed to them that if it is
bashert for them to eat matzah that is
what they will eat. They can be slaves,
and they can be free, but Hashem's plan

will always transpire.

People think that if they would be rich,
or if there would be some other major
turn in their life, everything would be
different, and they wouldn’t be suffering
from what they presently suffer from.
But it isn't necessarily so. If something is
destined to be, no matter whether you are

a living, yet he knows that parnassah doesn’t come from his work but from Hashem, this is
a great level of emunah, because it is so easy to make the mistake and think that he is
being supported by the work of his hand. Someone who has this emunah is greater than
someone who has yiras Shamayim.
As Reb Avraham ben HaRambam writes: When a person thinks that he earns parnassah
on his own, it is a מוסתרת  ,כפירה  a concealed heresy, because parnassah comes from
Hashem.
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rich or poor, healthy or ill, that will be
your unescapable fate.

Similarly, when something good is
supposed to happen to a person, nothing
that he will do will prevent that goodness
from happening. As Reb Yidayah Penini
zt'l taught, "If one would run away from
his parnassah like someone running
away from death, theparnassahwill run

even quicker and catch up to him."12121212

AhavasAhavasAhavasAhavas YisraelYisraelYisraelYisrael

The Chidushei HaRimzt'l said, "The
greatestêùåç úëî, plague of darkness, is
when one doesn’t see his fellow man,
and he doesn’t seek to help his brother
in need. As it states by the plague of
darkness (10:23),åéçà úà ùéà åàø àì, "A
man didn’t see his brother."
Allegorically, this means that they didn’t

care and help their fellow man.

12. In Eretz Yisrael, health insurance for free, but if one wants better coverage there is
a monthly fee.

A child was born to a family living in Ashdod, and the father was arranging the health
insurance for this newborn. The secretary at Macabi Insurance asked whether he wants to
pay the small fee to get better coverage. He decided that for twenty-two shekels a month,
it was worth the investment.
A few months later, the mother was looking over the bank records, and she was upset when
she saw that they were paying twenty-two shekels each month for insurance. Her husband
explained to her that it was for better coverage.
"We don’t need it," she said. "Baruch Hashem, our daughter is healthy. It is their way to
become wealthy on our behalf…" Her husband agreed, and gave her permission to cancel
the policy.
But as these matters often go, days and months passed, and she didn’t get around to calling
Macabi to change the insurance policy.
A year later, they gave birth to a boy. This time, the mother was the one arranging the
insurance. The secretary asked her whether she wants the insurance that's for free, or
whether she wants the upgraded insurance. She replied that she wants a regular insurance
for her son, and she added that she also wants to change her daughter's insurance plan.
The secretary began working on that, but then, suddenly, Hashem put into the mother's
mouth to say, "I changed my mind. Let's leave matters as they were. I want to talk it over
with my husband again before changing the policy."
More than a year later, their daughter was crying a lot, and she wasn't walking. Tests showed
that she had a tumor on her spinal cord. The operation had to be in America. The flight and
procedure would cost $350,000, but since they still had the upgraded insurance policy, they
didn’t have to pay anything.
It was as Rabbeinu Yedayah Penini taught, even if one seeks to run away from his parnassah,
his parnassah will run after him. Despite the mother's attempts to annul the insurance plans,
she failed to do so, and they had the financial coverage when they needed it.
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Helping your fellow man begins with
loving your fellow man. How do you
love people when you know their

many faults?

The Meor Einayim teaches,êòøì úáäàå
êåîë, "love your friend like you love
yourself." You love yourself despite your
faults. So shall you love your fellow

man, despite his many faults.

People are aware of their faults and
shortcomings, but they love themselves
anyhow. They excuse all their downsides
by claiming that their negative side isn't
entirely their fault, and besides, they
have many qualities as well. This is how
we should view our fellow man. When
we see our fellow man's shortcomings,
we should immediately have many
explanations, excuses, and alibis popping
up in our mind, to excuse them for their
behaviors. We should have thousands of
explanations to exonerate them and to

prove their virtue, despite their faults.

In addition to excusing their faults, we
should be awed and impressed by their
good side. Rebbe Pinchas of Koritzzt'l
(Bahaloscha) taught, "In every Yid there
is something precious and holy that no
one else in the world has." Everyone is
unique and everyone serves Hashem in

their individually special way that no one
else can. Recognize that, and you will

honor everyone.

Rebbe Dovid of Lelovzy'a said that he
doesn’t know how to advise people
towards attainingyiras shamayim, but
he does know how to advise people
towards attaining ahavas Hashem: If
you will love your fellow man you will

love Hashem.

TheTheTheThe ValueValueValueValue ofofofof aaaa GoodGoodGoodGood MomentMomentMomentMoment

By makkas barad, Paraoh said (9:27),'ä
íéòùøä éîòå éðàå ÷éãöä, "Hashem is righteous,
and I and my nation are resha'im." That
was a moment when Pharaoh repented,
and he told Moshe that the Yidden can
leave Mitzrayim. He soon changed his
mind, though, and once again he refused
to allow the Yidden to leave Mitzrayim.
But for that moment, he recognized
Hashem. For the two words,÷éãöä 'ä,
Chazal tell us, the Egyptians merited
burial. After they drowned in the Yam
Suf, they were thrown ashore, where they

were buried.13131313

The Pnei Menachem (Gur) zt'l said:
Notice the value of one good moment.
Pharaoh didn’t remain righteous. Soon
afterwards he refused to let the Yidden
leave. But for one moment he was

13. Reb Mottele Slonimer zt'l would say: There are three things that people pray that they
should be by their demise: (1) that there will be a minyan present by yetzias neshamah

[when their soul leaves their body] (2) to be immersed in a mikvah before the burial (3) and
that their money should go to good causes. The Egyptians earned these three benefits: there
was many more than a minyan present at their death – there were more than 600,000 Yidden
present! They were in a mikvah, as they drowned in the Yam Suf. Their money went to the
Jewish people, so it went to good causes. All of this is Pharaoh's reward for saying הצדיק ..ה '



16161616 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- BoBoBoBo

righteous and therefore he was
rewarded.14141414

Let us learn from this that each moment
of teshuvah, and each moment of
performing a mitzvah, is infinitely
precious. We hope that the good
moments last for a long time, but even
if they don’t, a short experience of
being good and righteous is also a

wonderful benefit.

Consider a person who is in jail, and he
is granted a short leave to be with family.
Wouldn’t he rejoice with the
opportunity? It is true that it won't last
long, but that doesn’t take away from the
goodness of a good moment. Similarly,
we should value and cherish every
moment of Torah, deveikus, and
teshuvah. Even if it doesn’t last, it is

endlessly precious.

Pharaoh was immensely rewarded for
saying ÷éãöä 'ä, kal vechomer, everyone
will earn immense reward for every good

moment of Torah and mitzvos.

Rebbe Gedalya Moshezt'l (Zvhil) asked
someone why he wasn’t going to a
mussar derashah. The man replied, “I

know that even if I will listen to the
derashah, I will remain the same.”
Rebbe Gedalya Moshe told him, “If
someone is drowning in the sea, and
someone swims out and catches up to
him and says, ‘I can bring you to the
shore, but it will only be for a half hour.
Then, you will be thrown back into the
ocean.' Would he accept the offer? Of
course he would. Another half hour of
life is priceless. So why don’t you go to
the drashah? When you hear the drashah,
you will be having thoughts of teshuvah.
Even if they don’t last, every moment of

teshuvah is precious.”

ZrizusZrizusZrizusZrizus

It states (12:17),íöòá éë úåöîä úà íúøîùå
íéøöî õøàî íëéúåàáö úà éúàöåä äæä íåéä,
"Watch the matzos, because on this day,
I took the Jewish nation out of
Mitzrayim." Rashi tells thatúåöî means
either matzah or mitzvos. If it means
matzah, the end of the pasuk is
understood: We must be cautious with
the matzah that it shouldn’t become
chametz,íéúåàáö úà éúàöåä äæä íåéä íöòá éë
íéøöî õøàî, "because on this day I took
the Yidden out of Mitzrayim." But if the

14. There are many laws of the Torah that are derived from a seemingly extra word or
letter, because each word and letter of the Torah has a purpose. Therefore, we are

surprised at the great elaboration that the Torah uses to tell us all of Eisav’s descendants
(see Bereishis 36:15 עשו אלופי .(אלה  Chazal tell us that all of these families were in the merit
of one good deed that Eisav had. When Eisav met with Yaakov, the Torah writes (Bereishis
33:4) ,וישקהו "he kissed Yaakov." Rashi writes, “Reb Shimon bar Yochai said, ‘There is a
halachah that Eisav hates Yaakov, but at that moment, his compassion was roused, and he
kissed Yaakov with a full heart.” In the merit of that kiss, he earned his large and powerful
family.
The Leiv Simchah zt'l said, “See how much one can earn in a moment. Eisav received great
reward, for the one time that he performed a good deed.”
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pasuk is urging us to be cautious to
grasp the mitzvos, how is that related to

yetzias Mitzrayim?

The Kesav Sofer answers: The Arizal
taught that if Klal Yisrael would remain
in Mitzrayim for one second longer, they
would have fallen into the 50th gate of
tumah and then they could never be
redeemed. Thus, yetzias Mitzrayim

teaches us to be cautious with every
moment. Consider how much would have
been lost, had there been a delay for just
one second. With the same agility, we
should grab the opportunity to do the
mitzvos. When we have an opportunity
to do a mitzvah, we should grasp it right
away. That is the lesson that we learned

from yetzias Mitzrayim.15151515

15. In this week’s parshah, it states, (12:2) לכם הזה  ,החודש  "this month is given to you."
The Midrash writes about this pasuk, בידינו מסור ,הכל "everything was given to our

hands." The Chidushei HaRim zt'l writes, "If a person would understand the meaning and
significance of ‘that everything was given into our hands,’ he would never waste a minute.



 

 רב יהודה בוים שליט"א                                                                                                                                            
   

אב   
The מפרשים explain that 'ה was חישב את הקץ – He measured the exact moment when to take us out of 
רי טומאהמ"ט שע were holding at the כלל ישראל ,יציאת מצרים At the time of .מצרים , and had we been in 
 explains אריז"ל which is irreversible. The – נ' שערי טומאה any longer, we would have fallen into the מצרים
that the תכלית of מצרים יציאת  was to be מקבל the תורה. Had we fallen into the נ' שערי טומאה, we would 
never have been able to receive the תורה, because תורה can’t be 'סופג' – absorbed into someone who is 
  .כולו טומאה

שליט"א רב שלעזינגר  of Monsey brings a ראיה to this idea. The תרגום יונתן בן עוזיאל writes that דתן and 
 tells us that מדרש They weren’t interested. The .כלל ישראל together with מצרים didn’t go out of אבירם
all of מצרים – even those who didn’t chase after כלל ישראל – saw קריאת ים סוף. So דתן and אבירם also 
saw קריאת ים סוף while they were still in מצרים. When they saw the ניסים, they came running to join  כלל
 They slipped .כלל ישראל for a few days longer than the rest of מצרים Accordingly, they were in .ישראל
into the נ' שערי טומאה and due to that, even מתן תורה wasn’t enough to turn them around. They 
remained רשעים until their bitter end when they died with קרח.   
The (סנהדרין לט.) גמרא tells of a מין (apikores) that challenged  אבהורב : The פסוק says ' תרומה ליויקחו'  – 
who gets תרומה? A כהן. Since 'ה said ‘give Me תרומה’ it follows that 'ה is a כהן. If 'ה is a כהן, when He 
finished burying משה רבינו, in what did He טובל (to get rid of the טומאה)? The גמרא answers that 'ה was 
"ויוציאנו ה'  says פסוק ask another question: The מין asks – why didn’t the רב יונתן אייבשיץ .in fire טובל
"אלקינו משם . This means that 'ה came into מצרים to save us. He didn’t send a שליח or a מלאך to do the 

job. Being that 'ה is a כהן, how was He ‘allowed’ to enter מצרים which was a מקום טומאה, to take us out? 
He answers, that since כלל ישראל were about to drop into the irreversible נ' שערי טומאה, the situation is 
one of פיקוח נפש. This is what we say in the היינו לפרעה במצרים ויוציאנו ה' אלקינו משםעבדים  – הגדה  ה' .
took us out. With what היתר? Isn’t He a כהן? We answer ואילו לא הוציא – because had He not have done 
so at that moment –  מצריםאנו ובננו..היינו משועבדים להרי  – we would never have gotten out. This is 
considered פיקוח נפש.  

But all this is baffling. How could כלל ישראל have been at the מ"ט שערי טומאה at the time of יציאת מצרים? 
Didn’t they just spend an entire year, watching 'ה perform the greatest ניסים, just for them? Without 
question, every איד was thoroughly moved. So what were they before the מכות began? They couldn’t 
have been worse, because that would mean that they hit נ' שערי טומאה. And we can’t say that they were 
exactly the same throughout the מכות because if they weren’t steadily going down, meaning they 
remained מ"ט שערי טומאה the entire time, why was it such a סכנה to remain in מצרים a little longer? It 
must be that they were actually heading down hill during the time of the מכות! How could it be that 
they watched all of the 'נפלאות ה and not only didn’t they improve, rather they continued to sink lower? 
This question was asked to רב שך זצ"ל and he answered with a most powerful message: 
From here we see that a person can witness השגחה פרטית ,ניסים, and יםתמופ  but it won’t necessarily 
make a רושם or help him advance in רוחניות at all. There is an ingredient necessary to shteig and see 
things correctly - לימוד התורה. During the year of the מכות, the דיןאי  didn’t have תורה. Since they weren’t 
learning תורה, they continued to drop, even as they witnessed the shocking events. 

This is also seen with ש"יר .יתרו  writes: מה שמועה שמע ובא? קריאת ים סוף ומלחמת עמלק. The  ספר תולדות
 it wasn’t enough to convince ,מצרים did in ה' that ניסים noticed all of the יתרו explains that although חיים
him to convert. What really shook him up was when he saw that immediately after the greatest of all 
the ניסים took place - קריאת ים סוף, when the entire world melted with fear (שמעו עמים ירגזון) it didn’t 
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stop עמלק from coming to attack. יתרו asked himself: how could anyone be so cold-hearted? Why do 
people lose their inspiration so fast? He realized that without תורה one doesn’t grow. People will 
translate the great things that they see into something meaningless. Or maybe they just won’t notice 
them in the first place.  

Inspiring things happen all of the time. Some happen to the world at large, some happen in our private 
lives. Some are fantastically happy and some are most difficult. Some are just shocking. Who changes? 
Who makes a real and permanent move? Those who live with תורה can. When big things happen, we 
need to bring awareness to our lives and make a change. כלל ישראל in מצרים weren’t able to, because 
they didn’t have לימוד התורה. We can. We can take notice of all the השגחה פרטית that happens in our 
lives and the lives of others and use them to see 'ה in our lives. May we be זוכה to do so until we reach 
an irreversible נ' שערי קדושה.  
 

  הלכה למעשה 
 

With the sudden passing of Rav Yosef Herman zt”l, we will discuss the halachos of 

 חדש/ישן 

The איסור of eating חדש is found in the תורה: 
 "ולחם וקלי וכרמל לא תאכלו עד עצם היום הזה" )ויקרא כ"ג: י"ד(

) explain חז"ל י' סע' שו"ע יו"ד ס' רצ"ג סע' א' ואו"ח ס' תפ"ט ) that any of the חמשת מיני דגן (wheat, barley, oats, rye and 
spelt) which was planted after the bringing of the קרבן עומר which took place on the 2nd day of ט"ז ניסן(1 פסח( is 
termed חדש - new grain and is prohibited to be eaten until after the קרבן עומר is brought on the 2nd day of פסח of 
the following year. Grain which took root before ט"ז ניסן or was stored until then, is called ישן and may be eaten. 
(Therefore, all חדש issues only begin in mid-to-late summer, because any חדש that existed last year became ישן 
when פסח came and any grain planted after פסח probably won’t find its way to the stores until mid/late summer.) 

Which foods? 
 ,can pertain to almost any manufactured item including bread, pretzels, soups, spaghetti, blintzes, cereals חדש
beer, sauces, even French fries (if they were dipped into flour – as done when making spicy fries) etc. 
The איסור of חדש pertains only to the five grains. However, corn, rice, soybean, and buckwheat are not grains and 
therefore no prohibition applies. 

Halacha or Chumra? 
There is a מחלוקת whether the איסור of חדש pertains these days. In ארץ ישראל, all agree that it remains an  איסור
 (משנה ברורה ס' תפ"ט See) .חומרה most hold that it is only a ,חוץ לארץ There is no room for leniencies. In .דאורייתא
However, over the past few years there has been a dramatic surge of interest in ישן adherence in חוץ לארץ. This is 
the sole doing of one צדיק – Rav Yosef Herman zt”l. Because of him, one can find kosher bakeries, pizza shops, 
even caterers all over the world who are מקפיד on ישן. Due to his guides and publications, an awareness has been 
created and with their helpful information, keeping ישן has become substantially easier.2 

Tourist in Eretz Yisroel 
Poskim feel that one who moves to ארץ ישראל, even if he expects to return in a few years, should conform to the 
 many ,ארץ ישראל As for students who are temporarily learning in .חדש of מצוה on the מקפיד and be מנהג המקום
Poskim feel that they may be lenient. However, it would be most commendable for them to try to be כך ) .מחמיר

ממו"ר הגר"י ברקוביץ שליט"א שמעתי ) 

All or nothing 
The (ביאור הלכה סו"ס תפ"ט ד"ה אף בזמן)  חפץ חיים laments the fact that some people adopt an “all or nothing” attitude 
towards חדש. Just because one cannot observe the strict approach at all times, at the highest level of observance, 
doesn’t mean one should not observe it at all. 
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באמת הכל תלוי בהקרבת הקרבן עומר שהוא בט"ז ניסן. והיינו, תבואה שזרעו אחרי הקרבת העומר )או אפי' אם זרעו קצת לפני העומר אבל  1
והיום  עדיין לא השתרשה וע' ש"ך יו"ד ס' רצ"ג סק"ב שזמן השרשה באדמה רטובה הוא ג' ימים( שאסור לאכול עד הקרבת העומר בשנה הבאה.

 .לת י"ח ניסןשבעוה"ר אין קרבנות אסור לאכול "חדש" עד סוף ט"ז ניסן דהיינו תחילת י"ז ניסן. ובחו"ל צריך להמתין יום נוסף דהיינו עד תחי
ע' מ"ב שם וז"ל "והנה אף שאין בידינו למחות ביד המקילין מ"מ כל בעל נפש לא יסמוך על התירים הללו ויחמיר לעצמו בכל מה שאפשר לו  2

וז"ל "וגם הגר"א היה מחמיר באיסור חדש ככל איסורי תורה". ר דאורייתא בכל גווני" ע"כ. ובשעה"צ ס"ק נ"ד כי להרבה גדולי הראשונים הוא איסו
 אמור קראו בשביל העליה שכתוב בו האיסור של חדש רק למי שמדקדק באיסור זו. 'הכנסת של החתם סופר כשהגיע לפר וראיתי שכתב שבבית
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