
usnkh ignku ugnah ignk /// ;yvu ohabvu ohabtv ogv ,t kvev
 ofhekt wv ,t utrhu(ch-tk)w,ucuy ,ukcew uhkg kcenv ,kgnc - 

   i ,hhaue vgustttt""""aaaarrrrvvvvnnnnvvvvurnts tv kg (ohtyj v"s /wh ,ufrc ,usdt haushj) 
vhvh tk rntnv vz hp kg hf 'wohna ,trhn .uj ohna hshc kfvw (:dk ,ufrc) 'k"zj
uc tkt huk, rcsv iht hf 'ohhbjurv uhbhbg kg aecku kkp,vk hutr ostv
esm hkdgnc ,"hav u,ut vjbha ubumra tuv ,ut lf kg tuv kkp,n otu 'u,rhjccu
,"hav rjc uca vdvbvv ,t sdub vz hrvu 'cuyc rujcku ,uxb,vk lrymha hkcn

/vthrcv ,hkf, ,t sdubv rcsc uh,uktan utknha rapt lhtu 'vyn hturck
ukt kkfc tuva rcf jhfuv 'v"cevk kkp,n osta tpud vza t"arvnv .rh,u    
vza jrfvcu 'lf kg aecn vhv tk od cuyc rjuc vhv tk ukht hf 'cuyc ohrjucv
,tzku 'uhkg vuumnf ,uagk u,gsc rjc rcfu 'okugc u,cuj uvn rhfn rcf ostv
tk ihhsg urmh lt 'ufrs ,t rrhc rcf tuva ,nt iv hf 'u,rzg ,t ,"havn aecn
rjc rcfa rjt 'ts iudfcu 'uhkg rcd,vk hsf ohna ,rzgk tuv euezu 'ung ohkav
(:jk tnuh) 'k"zj rntnn ehhusn rcsv vzu 'ohnav in usgc ughhxha hutr ift 'cuyc
wrvyhk tcvw tkt  wu,ut ihghhxn unmg rvynvw urnt tk 'wu,ut ihghhxn rvyk tcvw
cuyc rjucv khj,v tka sug kfa rnut h,hhv wunmg rvynvw ohrnut uhv ukhtu
jfun wrvyk tcvw urnta rjtn kct 'ohna ,rzgk vfuz ubht cuyc euxgk kgupc
vthmuvku cuyc rujck uhkga unmgk ehxv rcf tkt oukf kgupc vag tk ihhsga

 rntk uhkusdu lknv ogyn vubhbc rnthu egzhu c,fu)eeee""""ssssrrrrvvvvzurf rhcgv" '
,cavu vnvcv hubhg sug ;hxuv 'ovhktn ohrvzb uhv ogva p"gtu 'vcua,v kg rhgc

 '("wufu vzk unhfxv okuf uhkusdu tuv ukfau u,mgn 'k"r 'lknv ogyn /kzdvostv
u,ah kt ohnu ugrh kt vnutn ungyh kt itmvu recv vnvcvuc,fu) 

vwwwwssssuuuussss    ,,,,ssssuuuummmmnnnnwwwwck gbfhh ignk ',unvcn kftn gubnk uuhm apb ,ndg rucgcu" '
 rthcu '"ohabtvoooo""""hhhhcccckkkknnnnwwwwvvvvktw ostv ,hcc ,tmnbv vnvcv 'ubhhv 'vnvcvu ostv" 'w

/("wu,ah kt ohnw okufu 'wugrh ktw vsac ohgurv 'itmvu recvu 'wvnutn ungyh
aht ucuahu vezjc ohekt kt utrehu vnvcvu ostv ohea uxf,hu

gsuh(a) hn /ovhpfc rat xnjv inu vgrv ufrsn (ushca ,urhcgn) cuah
 okut] 'ivn)eeee""""ssssrrrrccccubhagnn ubhcuac ohektv ojhbu cuah hkut gsuh hn" 'arhp 

 '(["ojbhh lrc,h ohektvu cuah 'vcua,v hfrs gsuha hn 'uaurhp ut 'ohgrvojbu
ohektv] vshn sdbf vshn 'ivhagn kg unjhb ov oda iuhf) oooo""""hhhhcccckkkknnnn '([iurjn cau

ojbhu 'vgrv ofrsn uca hf ovhagn ,t ohektv trhu /sctb tku 'upt
vag tku ovk ,uagk rcs rat vgrv kg ohektv/(vbuh rhypn 'wd vbuh) "

 rthc     tttt""""rrrrddddvvvv" '(wohruphfv ouhw kg ohznur uktv ohcu,fva) znrv lrsc eeeeggggzzzzhhhhuuuu
    ''''llllkkkknnnnvvvv    ooooggggyyyynnnn    vvvvuuuubbbbhhhhbbbbcccc    rrrrnnnntttthhhhuuuu 'lrc,h wv tuv o,x wlknw    ''''uuuuhhhhkkkkuuuussssdddduuuuvbav atr ugcea ov

sg 'ihsk ihxbfb vkgn ka ihs ,hc ihtwa k"zjtafu '(p"fvuh tuv uhrjt ohnh vraga)
 

u,urrug,v ,t hf 'ohnav in uk ughhxha tuv hutr ztn rcfu 'kgupv kt sh,gc
/t"arvnv s",fg /vrahv lrsc ,fkk unmgk ehxv rat ,gc vag rcf vtrhk

vru,vu wkvevw ,umn kg ubhuymb uc 'ubhbpka trenc ohznrb ohrcsv ukt    
usnkh wignkwu ugnah wignkw thva 'uz vumnn iuufnv ,hkf,v ,t od uc ,yrpn
iuatrv ,hkf,v /,tzv vru,v hrcs kf ,t ,uagk urnau ofhekt wv ,t utrhu
,t ohhek ohkyun ovhkga vghsh hshk othch vzu 'vru,v ,t lknv hpn ugnaha
vz lu,nu 'wugnah ignkw rntb vhkg rat iuatrv ,hkf,v uvzu 'vc runtv
vagnv ,t ,gsk hsf vru,v ,t v,gn usnkha vmrbv ,hkf,k utuch ,hkf,v
ohtur vbvu 'wofhekt wv ,t utrhu usnkh ignkw rntb vz ,hkf, kgu 'uagh rat
uhbpka ,hkf,v ,ucegc lanbv ,hkf, kf kg cu,fk cu,fv ka ufrsa ubt

w rntbf wignkw ,ch,iiiiggggnnnnkkkk ugnah iiiiggggnnnnkkkkuuuuakaha vhv hutrv in if otu 'wusnkh 
w rnthu uz vch,iiiiggggnnnnkkkkuuuucuyc ostv rjuc vsh kga vtrhv hf wofhekt wv ,t utrh 

?wignkw ,ch, kg itf cu,fv dkhs vnku 'sunhkvn vtmu, thv
thv ufrs ,t chyvk ostv ,ykjv omg hf rnuk ohkufh runtv rutk lt    
hpk tmnbu 'oav ,trhk ,urrug,vn vtmu, thva cuyc vrhjcf ,rsdun vnmg
unmg jeku wvghnawvn rrug,b rcfa ubhhvu 'wusnkh ignkw tuv ucmna ostva 'vz
thv vh,ucegc vtcv vhagv odu 'vtrhv vnmg thv vnhhek hsf vru,v sunhkk

w rnt tk vnk icun rhpau wohna ,ufkn kugw ka vbuuf v,ut lu,niiiiggggnnnnkkkkutrh 
 'ofhekt wv ,tiiiiggggnnnnkkkkuuuuohrcsv ukt iht hf w,tzv vru,v hrcs kf ,t urnah 

/sjt ,hkf, tuv kfv tkt 'v,rhcjn vtmu, thv ,jta ,uhkf, vnff ohrsdun
 'wasujv ,t ihasen vyn ka s"ca    ''''oooossssttttvvvvohhkfav) j",vu ohkusdv ov

 (ohhbjuru    ''''vvvvnnnnvvvvccccvvvvuuuu,t h,grzuw cu,fv kg k"zjta unfu '(ohhnvcv) .rtv hng ov
wvnvc grzwu 'sujk wost grzw 'tre vhekj te"w 'vnvc grzu ost grz ktrah ,hc

 '"sujk    ''''iiiittttmmmmvvvvuuuu    rrrreeeeccccvvvv'wvxd vnvcw sjt '(ohhnvc ka) ihbhn hba z"vugc ah hf
ost hbc thcvk 'wwvnvcv inw cu,fv kg k"zjta unfu 'ktrah hgaup ivu wrecvw
urzjha hsf ktrah hgaupn ,ubcre ihkcen urnt itfn 'vnvck ihnusa
iv kct grk cuy ihc ohgsuh obht ovu wvnvcvuww 'ves vnvcw hbav ihnu 'wvcua,c
'vgurv rjt ohfanba itmk ihkanbu 'ovhrcsk ihgnuau j",v rjt ihfanb

 'wudu h,hgrn itm hbtm i,tuw cu,fv rnt ivhkgu    ''''uuuuggggrrrrhhhh    kkkktttt    vvvvnnnnuuuuttttnnnn    uuuunnnnggggyyyyhhhh    kkkkttttkfa
 'kkf vxbrpv rjt ufkh tk ouhvuuuu,,,,aaaahhhh    kkkktttt    oooohhhhnnnnuuuut,hta unfu 'ovk kujnh wvu

/wovk kjun lrc,h wvu 'ohbg,n okuf ohrupfv ouhcwa k"zjc
vvvv    ''''eeeezzzzjjjjcccc    oooohhhheeeekkkktttt    kkkktttt    uuuuttttrrrreeeehhhhuuuu                'ohbubj,cu ,ukusd ,uaecc ouhv kf oheguma

    ''''oooovvvvhhhhppppffffcccc    rrrraaaatttt    xxxxnnnnjjjjvvvv    iiiinnnnuuuu    vvvvggggrrrrvvvv    uuuuffffrrrrssssnnnn    aaaahhhhtttt    uuuuccccuuuuaaaahhhhuuuukzd ukhptw ,hbg, wxnc a"nfu
urntu 'wuhkgck ahrn rhzjnu vkuf vrhcv kf ,t gegen 'vrhcc utbcu ahrn

 /wurhcj ,t vmrha sg rpfn p"fvuh iht 'urhcjk ost ihca ,urhcgwccccuuuuaaaahhhh    ggggssssuuuuhhhh    hhhhnnnn
    ''''ssssccccttttbbbb    ttttkkkkuuuu    uuuupppptttt    iiiiuuuurrrrjjjjnnnn    ccccaaaauuuu    oooohhhheeeekkkkttttvvvv    oooojjjjhhhhbbbbuuuutku p"fvuhc ubhapb ,t ubhbhga iuhf

uc vaga ut p"fvuhc uapb ,t vbhg tka hn hcdk a"nf tku 'vftkn kf uc ubhag
 /wudu apbv ,t h,sctvuw 'vftknvvvvggggrrrrvvvv    ooooffffrrrrssssnnnn    uuuuccccaaaa    hhhhffff    oooovvvvhhhhaaaaggggnnnn    ,,,,tttt    oooohhhheeeeuuuukkkkttttvvvv    ttttrrrrhhhhuuuu

    vvvvaaaagggg    ttttkkkkuuuu    oooovvvvkkkk    ,,,,uuuuaaaaggggkkkk    rrrrcccchhhhssss    rrrraaaatttt    vvvvggggrrrrvvvv    kkkkgggg    oooohhhhvvvvkkkkttttvvvv    oooojjjjbbbbhhhhuuuu/"vcuyk o,ut o,ju

R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel zt”l (Sichos Rav Nosson Tzvi) would say:

     “wvzv isrhv ,t rcg, tk hkt rnt wvu tucku ,tmk sug kfut tkw - Rashi writes: ‘What is the meaning of ‘I can no longer go or

come’? (Moshe said,) ‘I am not permitted,’ because authority was taken from him and granted to Yehoshua.’ The lesson

we learn from Rashi is that only because Moshe was not permitted to enter the Holy Land, did he not go in. A person

cannot say wkufh hbhtw - ‘I am not able,’ to do something, for if the Torah says to do it, one must marshal all his strength to see

it through, and cannot say he is too tired, too weak, or too old. The only thing that can stop a person from doing something is

the call of whtar hbhtw - ‘I am not permitted.’ If Hashem does not allow it, then one cannot do it; otherwise he has no excuse.”
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R’ Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler zt”l (Michtav M’Eliyahu) would say:

      “wktrah hbcc sgk ,tzv vrhav hk vhv, ignk /// ,tzv vrhav ,t ofk uc,f v,guw - The Torah is referred to as ‘Shira’

especially when it comes to the mitzvah of writing a Sefer Torah.  If we were to simply view Torah study as a

requirement, an obligation, the correct and proper thing to do, or the like, then the Torah is not a Shira, a song with

beautiful notes of exhilaration, and it will be difficult for it to be ‘written’ - in other words, to remain (kiyum) engraved

within us, and for the coming generations. We should reflect upon and appreciate the beauty and sweetness of Torah,

the Shira of Torah!  For this is Torah study that is ‘written down’ - thus it is eternal and everlasting!”

A Wise Man would say:

     “Sometimes the smallest step in the right direction ends up being the biggest step of your life.”    
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v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk lynp: This is what we say in viduy: "ubnat" - “We are

guilty,” we have sinned before Hashem.  "ubsdc" - “We have

betrayed,” we paid bad for good. But not only that. "ubkzd" -
“We have robbed,” with the life that He gave us, the health

He has graced us with, the strength He has bestowed on us,

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (93)
Torah Study Throughout the Year: Bitul Torah. In our
ongoing series about the mitzvah of Talmud Torah and with the
holy day of Yom Kippur approaching, now is an appropriate
time to talk about the subject of "vru, kuyhc" - neglecting Torah

study. There are many statements from Chazal about the
seriousness of this sin and the terrible things that it can bring
about, such as rain being withheld (1) and causing war to break
out against Klal Yisroel (2). In the Viduy of Yom Kippur, it does
not seem to mention this sin specifically. Many ask why indeed
is it not mentioned? For such a severe sin, one would imagine
the Viduy should contain references to it. The Chida’h (3) in his
explanation of the list of "ubnat" that we recite numerous times
throughout the period of selichos and on Yom Kippur itself, does
include a number of “subset” aveiros under each letter of the
Viduy. Under the letter "c" of "ubsdc" he lists "vru, kuyhc" as a key
sin for which one must do Teshuvah. In the larger, more detailed
Viduy of "tyj kg", Bitul Torah it is not mentioned specifically by
name, however, some feel it is certainly included in some of the
aveiros that we do single out by name, like "iumk" - frivolous
banter, and "kug  ,ehrp" - throwing off one responsibilities (yoke).
Details of the Sin. In general, Bitul Torah refers to one who is

 

    

with time that belongs to Him, with all these, we have defied

Him! We must recognize that everything belongs to Hashem;

that He is the Master of all, that He fashioned all of creation!

And in the light of this, we have an obligation to serve Him

with the gifts He has given us. (R’ Yankel Galinsky zt”l)

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

able to learn and does not do so, as is mentioned in Shulchan

Aruch (4). Of course, one is permitted to use a portion of his time
to earn a parnassa and to take care of his personal and family
needs. Nevertheless, time must be set aside for Torah learning
and as time becomes more available, greater amounts - even
maximum amounts - should be used for Torah study. 
     The Chofetz Chaim zt”l writes (5) that in his day and age,
reading newspapers and being curious to know every last detail
about what is going on in the world, was a major cause of Bitul

Torah, not only for bochurim in Yeshivah, but for everyone.

People would stop learning to delve into these matters which
usually didn’t even pertain to them. On the other hand, a person
might have a genuine apb ,jubn-need to talk about what’s going
on, and might find it hard to balance this with Bitul Torah. This
very idea is mentioned and discussed in the Pri Megadim (6),
Tiferes Yisroel on Avos, and Shemiras Halashon (7). In such a
case, one should definitely seek out the guidance of a Rav, Rebbi

or Talmid Chacham, in order to recognize and understand what
is appropriate for him and how much time he should devote to it.
Quality of Learning. R’ Chaim Brisker zt”l is quoted as saying
that if a person always chooses to learn in a shallow manner or
easy topics only, this is called Bitul Torah in quality of learning.



    There are four periods of Teshuvah that are alluded to in the parshiyos that we read during the month of Elul and through
the beginning of the new year. R’ Moshe Wolfson shlit’a points out that there are 30 posukim in Parshas Vayelech, which
can be compared to the 30 days of Elul, after which the perfectly righteous are signed and sealed into the Book of Life.
There are 40 posukim in Nitzavim which are linked to the 40 days from Rosh Chodesh Elul until Yom Kippur, when the
Beinonim - those of average merit - can repent and be inscribed for a good year. And there are 52 posukim in Parshas
Haazinu which allude to the 52 days from the beginning of Elul until Shemini Atzeres, when extra time is given for each and
every individual, even those of minimal merit, to return to Hashem through Teshuvah and receive a positive judgment. 
     The combined total of all the posukim in these three parshiyos is 122. This is an allusion to the 122 days - a bit more than
four full months - from Rosh Chodesh Elul until “Zos Chanukah” - the last day of Chanukah -  when Hashem, in His
infinite Wisdom and Mercy still leaves a window open for even the lowest neshamos to find their way home. 
     R’ Wolfson further points out that Parshas Ki Savo, which also contains 122 posukim, is filled with many curses that will
come to those who do not serve Hashem properly. But these curses must come to an end, as it says, vkf,""vh,ukkeu vba  - may
the year and all its curses end. From these 122 posukim of Ki Savo, we go on to read the 122 posukim of Nitzavim, Vayelech
and Haazinu, which we hope will replace all the terrible curses with the most wonderful blessings for the coming year. 
     This Shabbos Shuva, may we merit to be among the perfectly righteous who are already signed and sealed in the Book of Life.
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       The Torah tells us to gather together the men, women and even the small children, for the mitzvah of Hakhel, so that they
may hear, learn, and fear Hashem, and perform all the mitzvos of the Torah. In essence, Hakhel marks three unique events: the
end of Shemittah, the Chag of Sukkos, and the mitzvah of Aliyah L’regel. The common denominator of these three events is that
they all require Bitachon in Hashem. During a Shemittah year, farmers rely entirely on Hashem for their sustenance, without
being able to lift a finger to help themselves. This give them a new perspective on life realizing that even when one does work,
Hashem is behind his success. Aliyah L’regel requires every person to leave his home and come to Yerushalayim. Who will
guard their homes? Who will make sure that no one steals their livestock? The answer is that  Hashem is watching their crops,
their homes, and their possessions. Every person maintains tremendous Bitachon in Hashem, and knows that he will come
home to find everything intact. Sukkos commemorates Klal Yisroel following Hashem’s command to go into the wilderness
with no food, no water, no new clothing and no protection from the elements ... obviously requiring tremendous Bitachon.
    My machshava here is that when these three events come together and every Jew comes to the realization that Hashem is
the only One Who provides all of our needs, it is now the perfect time to read the Torah at Hakhel. We are so hassled with
our need to earn a living, that many of us have no time to learn, or daven with the proper Kavanah. The lesson of Hakhel is
to realize that we can maintain our serenity and rely on Hashem to provide our parnassa. We have an obligation to do our
hishtadlus but we must realize that since Hashem determines how much money we will make this year, we should devote
more time to davening, to learning, and to spending time with our wife and children, without forfeiting our entire life to
work. This way we will merit that all of our wishes will be answered by the Ribono Shel Olam for a veu,nu vcuy vba.            

 ktrah kf kt vktv ohrcsv ,t rcshu van lkhu(t-tk)

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

      The problems facing a fellow Jew are our problems, and the tears streaming down their faces are just as real to us as they
are to them. If we are looking for ways to repent our sins with a complete Teshuvah and herald the holy day of Yom Kippur
when we reunite with our Father in Heaven, this is where we must begin. We reach upwards by reaching outwards.
      The Rosh Yeshivah of Shaar HaTorah in Queens, New York, was known to be a man of towering greatness and wisdom.
Worthy of being called the “Rosh Yeshivah’s Rosh Yeshivah,” R’ Zelig Epstein zt”l served as the address for countless
individuals, including other well-known Rabbanim and organizations, who sought his counsel and guidance. As a man who
rendered and resolved serious life decisions, his broad shoulders provided succor and support to all those who needed it. 
     On one such occasion, R’ Zelig shouldered the burdens of a woman who had tragically been widowed. Having survived
the Holocaust together with her husband, they arrived at the shores of America and went on to build a family with three
children. Unfortunately, the pangs of the Holocaust took an irreparable toll on her husband and he could not take it any longer.
Tragically, he decided to end his own life. Having left his wife behind, she now faced a murky future as both a Holocaust
survivor and lonely widow. She was very fragile and needed someone to turn to for solace. R’ Zelig was that individual. 
     Some time later, one of her children grew very ill and needed medical treatment. Once again, R’ Zelig stepped forward.
Overseeing all the medical procedures that were involved in caring for the child, R’ Zelig’s efforts bore fruit. At least for a
short while. Until erev Yom Kippur of that year, when matters decidedly took a turn for the worst and the many sorrows
which already troubled this widow grew exponentially. Her beloved son passed away leaving her alone in the world. 
     It was already too close to Yom Kippur to go about with the burial, and so it would have to be postponed for another day.
Yet, here was this woman, having survived the inferno of the Holocaust, lost a husband to suicide and now a child to illness.
She most certainly could have filled up a full cup with tears. R’ Zelig, however, was a bit more worried than that. 
     Walking to Kol Nidrei later that evening, R’ Zelig began thinking if just perhaps this tragedy would be the proverbial straw
that would break the camel’s back. Just maybe, this woman would not be able to endure her loss and she would break down
and meet the same fate as her husband, G-d forbid. R’ Zelig made a quick decision. He decided to skip Kol Nidrei and the 
Yom Kippur davening and instead walk to this woman’s house and spend the holy day with her. Were he to give her the
emotional support she needed at this painful time, perhaps she would be able to pull through. But as R’ Zelig continued walking,
he realized that it would take him well over an hour to make it to the woman’s house. And maybe an hour was too long. 
     Without further delay, R’ Zelig decided to confer with his mentor, R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky zt”l, as to the proper course of
action. Quickly entering Yeshiva Torah Vodaath where R’ Yaakov was davening, he caught the Rosh Yeshivah in the middle
of reciting the blessings prior to Shema. But R’ Zelig had a pressing and urgent matter which could not wait even a minute. 
      Making his way over to R’ Yaakov, he asked, “Can I take a bus to visit this widow so she will not remain by herself?” 
     Well aware that between carrying the money for the bus fare and traveling to the woman’s house, some violation of Yom
Kippur was involved, R’ Yaakov nevertheless pointed to a few coins placed near him. The money which R’ Yaakov had
designated to be used for his own bus fare after Yom Kippur, went to R’ Zelig instead to do this important mitzvah. 
     And so, R’ Zelig Epstein, one of the preeminent leaders of the previous generation, ran to the nearest bus station and
traveled to the home of this poor widow on the night of Kol Nidrei - just so she would not remain alone. And it was all
because he thought that maybe out of the misery of her life, she would decide to cut it short. It was there that R’ Zelig spent
the rest of Yom Kippur, offering care and comfort to a woman who was facing the most trying of times. (Rabbi Y. Frand)
Correction: The story in last week’s issue regarding Mr. Edmund Glazer, 9/11, and the circumstances at his funeral, is
untrue. This fabrication needs to be fully retracted so that the public should not think that it is true. Let this serve as a
full retraction of that story. We take full responsibility for this error, and sincerely apologize for the pain that it has caused.
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     Chazal tell us that had Moshe Rabbeinu entered the Land
of Israel, he would have built the Bais HaMikdash, which
would subsequently never have been destroyed. He would
also have sealed the entrance to Gehinnom. (P’rashas
D’rachim) Moshe was distraught upon hearing that he was
denied entry into Eretz Yisroel. But he did not languish in
gloom. He spent his last days transmitting Hashem’s word to
the Nation. He spoke to them individually and left them a
most precious legacy - a Sefer Torah scroll for each tribe.
     In fact, Moshe wrote 13 Torah scrolls on the last day of
his life, one for each shevat and one which he gave to the
Leviim with explicit instructions to “place it along side the
ark.”  Some say that a board projected out from the Aron,
and there it was laid, while others maintain that it was laid
alongside the Luchos, inside the Aron. (Rashi) The reason
one Torah was placed at the side of the Aron was so that if, at
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some future date, someone would attempt to falsify the words
of the Torah, a “master copy” would be available with which
to rebut the falsifier. This Torah was entrusted to the Leviim
to place at the Aron, for they are the keepers of the tradition.
     In his sefer Tehillah L’Dovid, R’ Dovid Lifschutz zt”l

(Suvalker Rav) explains further: It is human nature that one
who deviates off the path of Hashem and no longer wishes to
observe the Torah’s laws will not simply abandon them; he
will create a new religion or a new philosophy which he will
claim is the Torah. This phenomenon can be seen many times
throughout our history, beginning with the Golden Calf,
when the Jewish people declared, “This is your god, Yisroel.” 
     Now, Moshe Rabbeinu was afraid that someone would
take out his Sefer Torah and, for example, erase the words
“Do not” from the commandment “Do not murder” or “Do
not steal.” As long as the Torah remains untouched, one or
two generations may stray, but their descendants will return.
Once the Torah is tampered with, however, all is lost.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF     
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: A dentist once related how one of his patients came to
him with a mouth in complete ruins; he needed a complete
rehabilitation of his jaw, as well as teeth implants and
treatment for his gums. It was complicated and delicate
work, which required a great deal of patience and
responsibility. The procedure wasn’t going to be cheap. The
maintenance of a dental clinic is expensive and the dentist’s
expertise and reputation warranted the high fees he charged.
But the dentist had mercy and after some negotiation, he
agreed to take a third of what the treatment should cost.
     The patient had to come in for several visits, first for a

cleaning, then for the artificial teeth, and then the permanent
implants. After all that, he didn’t end up paying a penny. 
     “Why did he bother to bargain with me,” the dentist
wondered, “if he wasn’t even planning to pay me? I called, I
sent reminders, but he had disappeared. I decided that I would
stop by his house. I knocked on his door and finally spoke to
him face-to-face. ‘Listen, if it’s too difficult for you to pay the
whole thing, you can pay in installments.’ Do you know what
he did? He opened his mouth and gave me a good roasting!
Then he threw me out of the house. And do you know what
hurts the most? That he yelled at me - with my own teeth!”



SINNING INCOGNITO I
Reproduced from "Living Kiddush Hashem" by Rabbi Shraga Freedman, 
with permission of ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications. 
 
“Rebbi,” the boy said, “I am going to an inappropriate 
place that does not befit a ben Torah. Should I dress 
in a way that will hide the fact that I’m Jewish, in 
order to avoid causing a chillul Hashem?”

Sadly, this leads to a broader question: is it a chillul 
Hashem to commit a sin in private?

Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein was once asked a similar 
question by a baal teshuvah who had begun wearing 
a yarmulke but still attended soccer games on 
Shabbos. He wanted to know if he should remove 
his yarmulke when he went to the stadium to avoid 
causing a chillul Hashem. Rav Zilberstein presented 
the shailah to his father-in-law, Rav Elyashiv zt”l. 
The response was for the man to wear a cap.

The Gemara quotes a braisa to address this: “Rabbi 
Ilai says: If one sees his yetzer hara overpowering 
him, he should go to a place where no one knows him, 
wrap himself in black, and do as his heart desires, but 
let him not desecrate the Divine Name in public.”

The Gemara in Kiddushin (40a) likewise states, “It 
is better for a person to transgress in private and not 
desecrate the Divine Name in public.”

Yet Pirkei Avos (4:4) says: “A person who creates a 
chillul Hashem in private will be punished openly.” 
This implies that chillul Hashem can, in fact, be 
created in private, and that such a sin is just as 
grievous as in public. Doesn’t this contradict the 
sources above, which imply that chillul Hashem takes 
place only when a sin is witnessed by others? 

To be continued next week, iy"H.

THE JEWISH REVIVAL
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher. 

The words “V’achal v’sava v’dashein u’pana el elohim acheirim” reveal the 
dark side of klal Yisrael’s history, and the rock on which it will be wrecked. 
Conversely, “ki lo sishkach mipi zaro” is the secret of our survival.

No matter how far we may fall, no matter how low we may sink as a result 
of our sins, one asset will remain with us through all our ups and downs, 
accompanying us on our darkest paths of suffering. That asset is the Torah. 
And even if we turn our back on the Torah, we will still have its shira, 
in which we will find G-d’s Word testifying to our calling and mission, 
explaining—on the basis of our calling and mission—our fate.

This inextinguishable spark will be enough to turn our spirit back to the 
Torah, inspiring the people with enthusiasm for its teachings. It will not 
allow the nation to die; it will strengthen it to withstand oppression. In 
the midst of suffering, this spark will enable klal Yisrael to maintain its 

This bracha is called “Avodah” by Chazal—one of Pirkei Avos’s 
three pillars of the world. Since we have not had the Beis 
Hamikdash for almost 2,000 years, it is a little hard for us to 
imagine the experience of bringing a korban. Certainly, Hashem 
has no need for our burnt offerings—we are the ones who derive 
benefit from bringing a korban. The very word korban means “to 
come close.” In bringing a sacrifice to Hashem, we come to feel 
closer to Him. 

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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As I get older and see the influence of the environment on us, I feel ever 
more strongly the importance of teaching Chumash in this way. I went 

to Gateshead Sem over 50 years ago, and this is how we were taught.
  - Mrs. Rivka Jacobson
 Bnos Beis Yaakov, London
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clearsightedness, serenity, warm heart, and 
open hand—the qualities that have preserved us 
for so long, to fulfill our unique mission.

“Ki lo sishkach mipi zaro” is a promise that we 
will never completely forget that mission; that 
we will remain until the end of time “the people 
of the Bible”; that there will survive within 
klal Yisrael a spiritual principle, protected by 
Hashem Himself, through which, again and 
again, we will achieve spiritual revival.

When we consider the pesukim, beginning with 
tes-zayin, that unveil klal Yisrael’s immediate 
as well as distant future, we see that they are  
intimately connected with allusions to techiyas 
hameisim. The physical death of an individual 
human being is not eternal. While it appears as 
though the body dies, never to rise again, there 
remains something of it that is not subject to 
the process of decay, through which Hashem’s 
future call will bring about resurrection.

The same is true of the Jewish people. Ani 
yesheina v’libi eir—it appears to be sleeping the 
sleep of death, but its heart remains wakeful. 
Even if it crumbles into pieces, scattered to 
the corners of the earth, even if it temporarily 
forgets its calling, there is one spiritual element 
that it will never lose, one element that lo 
sishkach mipi zaro. The “Book of Books” will 
remain its eternal possession, and the spirit 
that speaks from out of it will be its song 
throughout its wanderings—in the words 
of Tehillim, zemiros hayu li chukecha b’veis 
megurai—until the day will come when the 
power of that song revives all the dead souls, so 
that they embrace old truth with fresh courage. 
Then the “people of the Bible” will rise from 
the grave of the past and renew its youth as of 
old: v’ansah hashira hazos lefanav le’ad, ki lo 
sishkach mipi zaro.  

CHIZKIYAHU'S RESTORATION
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

The first major project that Chizkiyahu undertook was to restore the Beis 
Hamikdash to its former glory. His father Achaz had placed items of idolatry in 
the Beis Hamikdash, and dismantled parts of it as a bribe to the king of Ashur. 
Chizkiyahu called the levi'im together and encouraged them to undertake the 
cleansing and repairing of the Beis Hamikdash. They started on what would 
have been Rosh Chodesh Nissan, and the renovations took 16 days. Therefore, 
they declared a leap year and turned that month into Adar Sheni, so that the 
people would still be able to assemble in Yerushalayim for the korban Pesach.

At this time, the first two of three stages of galus aseres hashevatim had already 
happened. (The last stage would occur in the sixth year of Chizkiyahu's reign). 
Therefore, Chizkiyahu sent messengers to the remaining northern tribes, 
inviting them to come participate in bringing the korban Pesach. The letters 
said: “Bnei Yisrael! Return to Hashem, the G-d of Avraham, Yitzchak and 
Yisrael. He will return (to you), the remainder who have escaped from the hand 
of Ashur. Do not be like your fathers and your brothers who rebelled against 
Hashem, the G-d of their fathers. He made them desolate, as your own eyes see. 
Now, do not stiffen your neck as your fathers did. Give your hand to Hashem 
and come to His mikdash, which He sanctified forever. Worship Hashem, your 
G-d, and He will remove His burning anger from upon you. For when you return 
to Hashem, He will put the mercy of their captors on your brothers and your 
children, to (allow them) to return to this land. Hashem is kind and gracious, 
and will not turn His face away from you if you return to Him.”

Tragically, most of the people who received this message laughed at it and made 
fun of the messengers. Only some people from Asher, Menashe and Zevulun 
were humbled and came to Yerushalayim.

At a time when the ten tribes had already lost a good part of its population to 
captivity in Ashur, one would have thought that they would be receptive to such 
a message. But they were not, and it was not long afterwards that the rest of the 
ten tribes were also taken off into exile.  

MISSING THE FOREST

Will we ever run out of trees?

Forests produce fruit, maple syrup, rubber and nuts. Other products, like pulp for paper, require 
trees to be cut down. Hardwoods like oak and maple are used for furniture. Many world forests 
have been destroyed as companies ignore the effects of deforestation.But there is a way to cut 
down trees without destroying forests. Proper management is called sustainable forestry. The 
goal is to cut down only the amount that can be harvested regularly without reducing future 
supply. In sustainable forestry, a new tree is planted for every one harvested. If trees are planted 
frequently enough, mankind can benefit from forests without destroying them in the process.  

Adapted from Fundamentals of Life Science by Rabbi Yaakov Lubin
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

R e u v e n 
invited me to 
play soccer 
with him. 

While playing, I kicked the ball and it burst. 
It turns out that Reuven took the ball from 
Yehudah without permission, and Yehudah 
is demanding that I pay him for the ball 
since I popped it.
Q: Am I obligated to pay Yehudah for his 
soccer ball?
A: Obviously, if Reuven had permission to 
use Yehudah’s ball, you would be exempt. 
Since it became damaged in the normal 
course of use — meisah machmas melachah 
— even a borrower is exempt (C.M. 
340:1). Additionally, when Yehudah grants 
permission to use his ball, he is aware 
of the possibility that it could burst (C.M. 
421:5; Sema 10; and see Rema 378:9).
If one does not have permission to use 
the “borrowed” object, the exemption of 
meisah machmas melachah does not apply. 
The rationale of this exemption is that no 
one expects the borrower to lock the item 
in a protective case so that it cannot get 
damaged. It is borrowed to be used — in 
this case, for soccer — and one who lends 
a ball for use in a soccer game knows that it 
may become damaged in the course of play 
and takes that calculated risk. Accordingly, 
when one borrows something without 
permission — sho’el shelo midaas — the 
owner did not take a calculated risk and 
thus the “borrower” is liable (see Ritva, B.M. 
40b, d.h. Maskif). [See Business Weekly #362, 
whether the exemption of meisah machmas 
melachah applies in a circumstance in 
which the borrower did not receive explicit 
permission, but it is known that when 
objects are left in this particular location, 
people use them for play.]
In your situation, since you didn’t know that 
it wasn’t Reuven’s ball and that he borrowed 

Mr. Yankel Schreiber ran a business dealing in used 
sefarim. Each year, he would come to shul on the Yamim 
Nora’im with a “new” machzor — new for him, but over 100 
years old.

One Yom Kippur he came with a machzor that was almost 200 years old, which had been 
the personal machzor of a Chassidic Rebbe. During the break, he showed it to his friend 
Eliezer. “How did you get it?” Eliezer asked.
“A young fellow, with a small kippah on his head, walked into the store,” Mr. Schreiber 
replied. “His grandfather had recently died and he cleaned out the apartment. A few items 
were antiques, but most were just old stuff that had to be junked.”
“What about the sefarim?” asked Eliezer.
“There were a few sefarim in reasonable condition, including this machzor,” replied Mr. 
Schreiber. “The grandson showed it to me and asked what it was worth.
“I realized this could be a great deal,” concluded Mr. Schreiber. “I tried my luck and offered 
him $500 for the machzor. He said OK and walked out of the store smiling.”
“How much is the machzor really worth?” asked Eliezer.
“He could get at least $1,000 from any dealer,” said Mr. Schreiber. “I can sell it to a collector 
or museum for much, much more.”
“Show the machzor to Rabbi Dayan,” said Eliezer. “He loves old sefarim!”
“G’mar chasimah tovah!” Rabbi Dayan greeted Mr. Schreiber. “What new machzor do you 
have this year?” 
Mr. Schreiber proudly showed him the machzor and related the story. “It was such an 
inspiration davening with the machzor of a true tzaddik!” he ended.
Rabbi Dayan furrowed his brow. “I’m 
afraid that your davening this Yom 
Kippur was tainted,” he said sternly. 
“You took advantage of the grandson’s 
ignorance to underpay, which is a 
violation of the prohibition against 
onaah — unfair pricing.”
“I thought onaah meant overcharging,” 
said Mr. Schreiber.
“It doesn’t make a difference who 
cheats whom,” explained Rabbi Dayan. 
“Just as the seller cheats the buyer if 
he overcharges, the buyer cheats the 
seller of a fair price if he underpays” 
(C.M. 227:1).
“But the whole business of used 
sefarim is built around this,” insisted 
Mr. Schreiber. “I buy whole libraries of 
used sefarim in the hope that a few of 
them will turn out to be valuable!”
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dina dimalchusa dina #2

it without permission, Reuven is responsible 
for the damage to the ball. Once Reuven 
took the ball without permission — sho’el 
shelo midaas — he is obligated to return it 
to the owner. If he cannot return it because 
it was damaged, he is liable even though he 
did not inflict the damage (C.M. 292:1).
The question is whether Yehudah can 
demand payment from you. If you knew 
that you were using Yehudah’s ball without 
permission and for whatever reason 
Yehudah does not want to file a claim 
against Reuven, the “borrower,” he can file 
a claim against you as a mazik — damager 
(C.M. 361:5). However, since you did not 
know it was taken without permission and 
assumed that it belonged to Reuven, you 
are exempt. One has the halachic right 
to assume (chazakah) that objects in a 
person’s possession belong to him; there 
was no reason for you to suspect that the 
ball was not his or that he took it from 
someone without permission. 
Accordingly, since it was completely 
unanticipated (oness gamur) that it did not 
belong to Reuven, you are exempt (C.M. 
378:1). Even those who maintain that one is 
liable even when the damage resulted from 
something completely unanticipated would 
agree that in your case you are exempt. 
Since you had the halachic right to assume 
that it belonged to Reuven, it is considered 
as though the damage happened to 
something you had permission to use and 
thus you are exempt. This is akin to the case 
of orphans who slaughtered and ate the 
meat of a cow they found in their father’s 
estate that turned out to be a borrowed 
cow, in which case they are exempt from the 
damage they caused to the cow, although 
they must pay for the benefit they had from 
the cow (C.M. 341:4; see Kehillas Yaakov, B.K. 
23 and Mishpatei HaTorah, B.K. 60).

money matters

“Buying a lot blindly is permissible according to many poskim, like any other business 
gamble,” explained Rabbi Dayan. “However, since the grandson brought you a specific 
sefer and relied on your expertise to evaluate it, it is onaah to pay him much less than it’s 
worth” (Chochmas Shlomo 227:2).
“But there is no real ‘book-value’ for antique items,” pointed out Mr. Schreiber. “The 
price depends mostly on how much the buyer desires it. A dealer would pay $1,000; an 
avid collector would pay $10,000; a museum creating an exhibit of old machzorim might 
pay $20,000.”
“Yes, for this reason, according to many authorities there is no onaah when dealing 
with antiques,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “But if any dealer would pay at least $1,000 for 
the machzor and he came to you as a dealer, the ‘fair market value’ would be minimum 
$1,000” (Pischei Choshen, Onaah 10:13).
“What should I do now?” asked Mr. Schreiber.
“When there is a clear price differential of more than 1/6,” answered Rabbi Dayan, “the 
cheated party is entitled to revoke the sale” (C.M. 227:4).
“Do I have to take the initiative to notify the fellow?” asked Mr. Schreiber.
“Onaah is a form of theft,” answered Rabbi Dayan. “Therefore, you are obligated to 
return it. You should notify the grandson that the machzor was worth significantly more 
than $500, and that he can come and have it back. Then you can work out a fair price 
with him. If the grandson chooses not to come back, you can keep the machzor and 
assume that he forwent his claim” (C.M. 367:1; 227:7; Sma 227:1).

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com
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Basis
(Based on writings of Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita)
Q: What is the basis of dina d’malchusa dina?
A: This rule is generally assumed to be Biblical, although some indicate that it is Rabbinic 
(Responsa Chasam Sofer, Y.D. #314; Beis Shmuel, E.H. 28:3).
There are a number of possible sources:
1. The Noahide mitzvah of dinim (law; Rashi, Gittin 9b).
2. The populace accepts the laws of the king willingly, even if not explicitly (Rashbam, B.B. 
54b; Terumas Hadeshen #341).
3. The land belongs to the king, and he has the right to evict or expel if he wants to; he 
intends that even citizens who own land should dwell only according to his rules (Rosh 
Nedarim 3:11; Ran Nedarim 28a).
4. The king has ownership of his subjects (kibbush; Rashba, Yevamos 46a; Chazon Ish, Likutim, 
C.M. 16:9).
5. Akin to hefker beis din hefker (Rabbeinu Yonah, B.B. 54b; Chavos Daas, Y.D. 165:5).
6. The ‘law of the king’ stated in Parashas Shoftim, which extends also to non-Jewish kings 
(Mabit, Kiryas Sefer, Hil. Gezeilah 5:18).
There are various practical differences that emanate from these different sources.
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employee and an oness occurs, the employee is 
not obligated to refund the money, even if they 
did not stipulate that it is non-refundable. The 
rationale is that since the employer paid before 
the commencement of the employment of his 
own volition, even though he is not obligated to 
pay until the end of the period of employment, 
that indicates that he wants the employee to 
have the money even in the event of an oness 
(Tosafos, B.M. 79b, cited by Shach, C.M. 334:2). 
Accordingly, if the employee demanded 
payment in advance and the employer did not 
pay of his own volition, there is no evidence 
that the employer agreed that the employee 
can keep the money unconditionally, and in the 
event of an oness he must refund the money 
(Maharach, Ohr Zarua 66).
Others write that the reason the employee 
loses when an oness occurs is that since he 
did not make any stipulation to the contrary, 
he is the one seeking to collect and bears the 
burden of proof (hamotzi me’chaveiro alav 
haraayah). Therefore, if the employee was 
paid in advance, he is not required to refund 
the money. This would apply even when the 
employee demanded payment in advance, 
since he is in possession of the money and the 
employer is the one seeking a refund (Erech Shai 
334:1; see also Mishpetei Hachoshen, pp. 227-
235). Accordingly, the caterer cannot be forced 
to refund the customer’s money, though it may 
be appropriate to negotiate a compromise if the 
caterer had no damage (see Chukos Hachaim, 
Falagi, 47).
As far as the mashgiach is concerned, he has no 
claim against the caterer. The caterer does not 
work as the mashgiach’s agent; the mashgiach 
is an employee of the caterer and is paid as an 
employee. Therefore, since an oness occurred 
and there was no job to perform, absent any 
contractual agreement or known custom, they 
are not required to pay him.

money matters

more so one’s life (hashavas gufo)!
“Regarding hashavas aveidah of property, a person is not required to forgo his own 
money to save another person’s property,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “However, a 
person is required to forgo money to save another’s life, such as by hiring rescuers or 
equipment. Because of the prohibition to stand idly by, a person is even required to give 
up all his wealth to save another Jew from imminent danger!” (C.M. 426:1; Marcheshes 
1:43; Encyclopedia Talmudis 10:344).
“Then why is the person liable?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“This is derived from the case of a person who is being chased by murderers and 
escapes by damaging other people’s property en route,” said Rabbi Dayan. “One who 
saves himself at another’s expense is liable for the damage. Similarly, the rescued man is 
required to reimburse you here if he can pay” (C.M. 380:3; Sma 426:1; Rema, Y.D. 252:12).
“What if I knew beforehand that the person is unable to pay?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“That is not a reason to avoid saving his life,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The obligation 
remains to save a fellow Jew” (Meiri, Sanhedrin 73b; Shulchan Aruch Harav, Hil. Nizkei 
Haguf #7).
“In your case, since seconds were critical, the person whom you saved is liable for 
damage to your phone,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “If you could have easily removed the 
phone, he would be legally exempt, since the loss was not necessary for the rescue. It 
would be common decency to pay, nonetheless, since it is difficult when saving a life to 
consider all the monetary ramifications.”
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Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 
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story line

Who Is the Bechor?
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita

Q: An assimilated Jew had a son with a non-Jewish wife. The man became a baal 
teshuvah and married a divorced Jewish woman, who had a son from her previ-
ous marriage. The man later learned that he was a Kohen and prohibited to a di-
vorced woman. He married a third woman, who did not have children previously, 
and had another son. Who is the bechor for inheritance?
A: Bechor for purposes of inheritance (in contrast to pidyon haben) is dependent on 
the father. However, the son from the non-Jewish woman is not considered a hala-
chic descendant and does not deny rights of bechor from the subsequent son (C.M. 
277:8,10).

Thus, the son born from the second woman is the man’s bechor, even though it 
was a prohibited marriage and she already had a son (who is also a bechor to his 
father). The son from the third wife, while a bechor for purposes of pidyon haben, is 
not a bechor for purposes of inheritance (C.M. 277:9)
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Now You Know 
This Parsha contains the requirement This Parsha contains the requirement This Parsha contains the requirement This Parsha contains the requirement 

of Hakhel, gathering the Jewish of Hakhel, gathering the Jewish of Hakhel, gathering the Jewish of Hakhel, gathering the Jewish 
People once every seven years at the People once every seven years at the People once every seven years at the People once every seven years at the 
Bais HaMikdash Bais HaMikdash Bais HaMikdash Bais HaMikdash to hearto hearto hearto hear    the King read the King read the King read the King read 
certain portions of the Torah.certain portions of the Torah.certain portions of the Torah.certain portions of the Torah.    

TTTThe he he he Torah Torah Torah Torah requires all Jews to attend: requires all Jews to attend: requires all Jews to attend: requires all Jews to attend: 

men, women, and men, women, and men, women, and men, women, and childrenchildrenchildrenchildren....    Even Even Even Even 
infants are supposed to attend.infants are supposed to attend.infants are supposed to attend.infants are supposed to attend.    

The question isThe question isThe question isThe question is::::    WWWWhat can they gain hat can they gain hat can they gain hat can they gain 
from it? They donfrom it? They donfrom it? They donfrom it? They don’’’’t understand whatt understand whatt understand whatt understand what’’’’s s s s 
going on!going on!going on!going on!    

Chazal ask this question and say it is Chazal ask this question and say it is Chazal ask this question and say it is Chazal ask this question and say it is 
to provide reward foto provide reward foto provide reward foto provide reward for the people who r the people who r the people who r the people who 
bring them. bring them. bring them. bring them.     

HoweverHoweverHoweverHowever, t, t, t, the Torah specifically says he Torah specifically says he Torah specifically says he Torah specifically says 

that they are brought, that they are brought, that they are brought, that they are brought, ““““InInInIn    order that order that order that order that 
thethethethey hear and learn to fear HaShem, y hear and learn to fear HaShem, y hear and learn to fear HaShem, y hear and learn to fear HaShem, 
to await anto await anto await anto await and fulfill His d fulfill His d fulfill His d fulfill His 
commandments.commandments.commandments.commandments.””””    How is this fulfilled?How is this fulfilled?How is this fulfilled?How is this fulfilled?    

RRRR’’’’    Elya Meir Bloch zElya Meir Bloch zElya Meir Bloch zElya Meir Bloch z””””l asks: Why do l asks: Why do l asks: Why do l asks: Why do 
they get reward for bringing their they get reward for bringing their they get reward for bringing their they get reward for bringing their 
children? If everyone had to be there, children? If everyone had to be there, children? If everyone had to be there, children? If everyone had to be there, 
wherewherewherewhere    would they leave the infants?would they leave the infants?would they leave the infants?would they leave the infants?    

He answers thaHe answers thaHe answers thaHe answers that this is precisely the t this is precisely the t this is precisely the t this is precisely the 
point. They had no option but to bring point. They had no option but to bring point. They had no option but to bring point. They had no option but to bring 
the children anyway, so HaShem, in the children anyway, so HaShem, in the children anyway, so HaShem, in the children anyway, so HaShem, in 
His love for us made that a His love for us made that a His love for us made that a His love for us made that a mitzvahmitzvahmitzvahmitzvah    
simply to give us rewardsimply to give us rewardsimply to give us rewardsimply to give us reward!!!!    

Now we can answer our question. Now we can answer our question. Now we can answer our question. Now we can answer our question. 
When the infants When the infants When the infants When the infants grgrgrgreeeew up and hearw up and hearw up and hearw up and heardddd    
that their parents were rewardedthat their parents were rewardedthat their parents were rewardedthat their parents were rewarded    for for for for 

somethsomethsomethsomething they had to doing they had to doing they had to doing they had to do    anywayanywayanywayanyway, , , , 
they wthey wthey wthey wouldouldouldould    come to recognize come to recognize come to recognize come to recognize 
HaShem as a beneficent giverHaShem as a beneficent giverHaShem as a beneficent giverHaShem as a beneficent giver    andandandand    
anxiously await the opportunity to anxiously await the opportunity to anxiously await the opportunity to anxiously await the opportunity to 
fulfill His commandments.fulfill His commandments.fulfill His commandments.fulfill His commandments.    

Thought of the week:  
The way to reach heights is to 
start moving forward and let 
G-d lift you up. 

(G:AL  OYRBD) „.ÊH RBD RwAK VYNPL RBEH AWH EwWHY ...VYNPL RBE AWH VYQLA ÂH‰  
“HaShem your G-d – He will go before you and smite your enemies… Yehoshua, he 
will go before you as HaShem has spoken.” (Devarim 31:3) 

One thing Moshe was adamant about was that the Jewish People should have an 
appropriate leader after his passing. Today, on his final day on earth, Moshe told them that 
he could no longer lead them. He wanted to reassure the Jews, though, that they would be 
taken care of. 

He told them, “HaShem will go before you and fight your battles. He will wipe out your 
enemies and give you their land.” Then in the very same verse he said, with the same 
syntax, that “Yehoshua will go before you, as HaShem spoke.” Which is it? Is HaShem 
their leader or is it Yehoshua? Is HaShem fighting their battles or is it Yehoshua? Is it both?  

Perhaps in choosing the same phrase, Moshe was teaching us an important insight into 
what Jewish leadership is all about, and how each of us can be a leader. 

The simple fact is that HaShem runs the world directly. Any messengers He employs are 
not free to make their own decisions, but rather they are subordinate to His will. For the 
other nations, HaShem appoints a Sar or Angel to oversee the populace and beseech 
HaShem for mercy on their behalf.  

For Klal Yisrael, though, it’s different. HaShem takes the role of leadership himself. Why, 
then does it say “Yehoshua will go before you”? It is because a true Jewish leader is an 
extension of G-d Himself. 

Each Shabbos morning we say, “Moshe was happy with his lot for he was called a trusted 
servant.” Is that all Moshe was? He was the shepherd of our nation for forty years! He took 
us from slavery and stood up to Pharaoh and other wicked kings who sought to oppress us! 

All that is true, but when he did it, it was merely as a messenger, an extension of 
HaShem’s hand. He didn’t pat himself on the back and seek to make a name for himself. 
Rather, he sought to accomplish whatever HaShem sent him to do. He passed this 
message and behavior on to Yehoshua. 

Yehoshua might march in front, but he knew that he was truly following behind HaShem. It 
is He Who guides us every step of the way. The Baal HaTurim points out that this verse is 
bookended by the name of G-d because He surrounds us with His protection. 

Comin out of Rosh HaShana when we recognize HaShem as our King, our mission is to be 
like these leaders who led lives not for themselves, but for HaShem. They put His will and 
His People at the forefront of their lives and sought to do what HaShem wanted them to do. 

This is the message of our posuk. HaShem is the beginning and the end of everything. Our 
highest aspiration is walk in His midst and fill up the space with the actions He wants us to 
accomplish. When we seek His glory and not our own, when we wish to be good to others 
for that is His wish, then we will be as much a leader as Moshe, Yehoshua, and the others 
who dedicated their lives to serving HaShem - and we will have returned all the way to Him. 

As the eldest son of R’ Yosef Leib Bloch, R’ Zalman was slated to become the Rav of Telz, 
Lithuania, as well as the Rosh Yeshiva of the Telzer Yeshiva.  However, R’ Zalman demurred and 
passed the honor of these positions to his younger brother, R’ Avraham Yitzchok. 

“My brother is greater in Torah than I,” said R’ Zalman, “He should be the spiritual leader of this holy 
community.”  He then proceeded to accept the secondary role of Menahel of the Yeshiva and was a 
dayan in the town, but not the Av Bais Din*. 
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*It is worthwhile to note that R’ Zalman merited to have, not one, but two sons-in-

law, R’ Mordechai Gifter z”l and R’ Pesach Stein z”l, who later became Roshei 

Yeshiva of the Telzer Yeshiva in Cleveland, OH. 
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on the Parsha
³ THE SIN OF THE 
GOLDEN CALF

With the entire Nation gathered 
at the foot of Har Sinai, Moshe 
Rabbeinu went up to receive 

the Torah. When he came down forty days 
later, the Jewish People were in a very dif-
ferent state than when he had left them. 
Through the influence of the mixed multi-
tude, they were engaged in a form of idol 
worship. While it’s true that the vast ma-
jority of the people didn’t actively engage 
in the act, for such a people so soon after 
hearing, “I am HASHEM Your G-d,” di-
rectly from our Creator, this was so egre-
gious that it was considered as if they had 
each participated. The only hope was for 
Moshe to beseech HASHEM for mercy. 
After destroying the Golden Calf, Moshe 
went back up Har Sinai, spent another for-
ty days with HASHEM, and then He for-
gave the Jewish People. Then HASHEM 
told Moshe to go back up a third time, 
now to reaccept the Torah and bring down 
a second set of luchos. 
This time, when Moshe came down his 
face was illuminated — literally shining 
from holiness. When the people saw him, 
they were awed and didn’t dare to look di-
rectly at him. From that point on, when-
ever Moshe went out in public, he wore a 
veil to hide his face. 
Rashi comments that earlier, when 
HASHEM Himself appeared to the entire 
nation, everyone — man, woman and 
child — was able to look at HASHEM. 
Now even just the reflection of the 
HASHEM’s glory on the countenance of 
a man was more than they could handle. 
From here we see the damage of sin. 
This Rashi is difficult to understand. 
Moshe came down the final time on Yom 
Kippur. For generations, that day has 
been set aside as a day of forgiveness be-
cause HASHEM forgave the sin of the 
Golden Calf. And even more, Moshe im-
mediately commanded the Jewish People 
in the mitzvah of building the Mishkan 
(tabernacle). This was to be a permanent 
sign that HASHEM forgave the Jewish na-

tion. Clearly, the sin was forgiven, so why 
couldn’t the Jews look at Moshe’s face? 

The answer to this can best be understood 
with a moshol. 

³ THE JUDGE CAN FORGIVE HIM

Imagine a man who, after having a few 
too many drinks, gets into his car and be-
gins driving. It takes a while before he is 
pulled over, but finally, the police arrest 
him, and he stands trial for driving while 
intoxicated. Understanding the gravity of 
the charges, he makes a heartfelt appeal to 
the judge. “Your honor, what I have done 
is wrong, and there is no excuse. I endan-
gered the lives of others as well as myself, 
and there is no defending my conduct. I 
cannot express my shame and regret for 
my actions. However, it is a first offence, 
and I am a family man, and community-
minded. I beg the court to have mercy.” 

If the man is convincing, and the circum-
stances support him, the judge may forgive 
him and waive the charges, in which case 
the offense is stricken from the record, and 
he is the same as he was before the fateful 
event happened. 

But what if when he got behind the wheel 
of his car, and instead of being pulled over 
by the police, plowed into a telephone 
pole? By the time the paramedics get to the 

scene, it looks bleak. As a last measure, a 
helicopter flies him to the nearest hospital, 
but there is nothing that could be done. 
His spinal cord is severed, and he is para-
lyzed from the waist down. 
In this case, if he were to stand trial for 
drunk driving, the judge may forgive him, 
and his record may be clean, but the dam-
age is still there. 
This seems to be the answer to Rashi. The 
Jewish Nation did teshuvah and were for-
given. But the world was still changed. At 
that pivotal moment in time, for the Ex-
alted Nation to engage in something akin 
to idol worship changed the very spiri-
tual dimensions of the world. Yes, they 
were forgiven for what they did, but they 
weren’t the same as they were before, and 
neither was the rest of Creation. 

³ TESHUVAH ISN’T ENOUGH

This concept is very applicable to us. On 
Yom Kippur, we are charged with the 
mitzvah of teshuvah. Teshuvah involves 
four parts: separating from the sin, regret, 
confession, and a plan not to repeat the of-
fence. But there is still more work to be 
done. I have to repair the damage done. 
If over the past year, I haven’t learned 
properly, I can ask HASHEM to forgive 
me for my lack of diligence, but I still re-
main lacking. It’s up to me to now fill in 
what I have lost. If I have had words with 
relatives of friends, it’s not enough to ask 
forgiveness. That takes care of the actual 
sin. But the repair of the relationship still 
has to be done. And certainly in terms of 
the way that we treat our spouses, while we 
will ask forgiveness, and can expect it to be 
granted, the real work is looking forward 
and asking ourselves, “What can I do to 
make my marriage better?” 
Teshuvah can eliminate the sin and make 
it as if it never happened, but it can’t make 
up for the lost opportunity. That can only 
happen with a course correction, accom-
plished with careful analysis of how we 
spend our time and asking ourselves the 
critical question: am I happy with the di-
rection of my life? 

Teshuvah 
Is Easy; 

Change Is 
Difficult
g

“And Aharon and all of Bnei Yisrael 
saw Moshe, his face illuminated, and 

they feared approaching him.” 
— Shemos 34:30 — 
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Yevamos 49b) states that King Menashe challenged 
Yeshaya HaNavi with several seeming contradictions between 
Pesukim in the Torah, and Pesukim in Yeshaya’s Nevuah, such 
as: uhkt  ubhtre  kfc  ubheukt  ‘sf  hn (i.e. Hashem is always 
available when we call to Him) versus utmnvc  ‘s uars (Hashem is 
available only when He can be found). The Gemara explains that 
Hashem is always available to a Tzibur; but for individuals, He is 
only reachable at times such as during Aseres Yemay Teshuvah. 
Another such  “challenge” was cited between tknt lhnh rpxn ,t 
(I will complete your days) and vba ‘uy lhnh kg h,pxuvu (I will add 
15 years to your days), and the Gemara notes that this is subject 
to a Machlokes. According to R’ Akiva, tknt refers to 
completing the days originally allotted to a person at birth, if he 
so merits. If he does not, then days will be taken away from him. 
The Rabanan insist that h,pxuvu must mean that one can receive 
additional years, but R’ Akiva understands  h,pxuvu as reversing a 
reduction, restoring back one’s full allotment. The MaHarsha 
asks how R’ Akiva would explain Moshe Rabbeinu’s report that 
he was 120 years old “ouhv hfbt”, and Rashi notes hnh utkn ouhv – 
today I completed my [allotted] days (as Hashem arranges for 
Tzadikim). Moshe then says: rucg, tk hkt rnt ‘su – Hashem told 
me I will not enter Eretz Yisroel. Since this was due to Moshe’s 
“sin”, the implication is that were it not for the sin, Moshe would 
have entered Eretz Yisroel. Does this not mean he would have 
lived longer than his allotted 120 years ? The Pardes Dovid 
suggests that the rule of hbuznu hhj hbc being dependent on Mazel 
rather than Zechus only applies in Chutz LaAretz. Eretz Yisroel is 
described in the Posuk as: shn, v,ut arus .. ‘s rat .rt – a land 
which Hashem checks constantly, and which is not governed by 
Mazel. As such, Moshe’s 120 years was his allotment of hhj only 
in Chutz LaAretz. Had he entered Eretz Yisroel, he would have 
lived more years. This is why Moshe thought after conquering the 
lands of Sichon and Og that the decree on him had been lifted, 
believing that those lands already constituted Eretz Yisroel.       

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would a Kohen be asked to leave the Beis HaKnesses after 
he received the first Aliyah ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When is the  Shofar blown and the Nusach of the brocho is gue,k ?)  
Since the mitzvah on Rosh HaShanah is to hear the Shofar, the 
appropriate brocho (vkhj,fk) is rpua kue gunak (to hear). 
However, when the Shofar is blown on Yovel, the mitzvah is to 
blow it. Therefore the brocho recited is gue,k.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
Even if someone is not careful all year to eat only bread baked by 
a Jew, he should accept this stringency during the Aseres Yemai 
Teshuvah and refrain from eating bread baked by a non-Jew, even 
Pas Palter (commercially baked bread). (MB 603:1) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yoma 66b) lists a series of questions posed to R’ 
Eliezer, which he appeared to evade. The Gemara explains that 
R’ Eliezer would not render a ruling if he had not heard it from 
his teachers. To one such question – what is the Halacha if the 
Azazael goat is pushed off the cliff but it doesn’t die ? – R’ 
Eliezer replied with a Posuk: ‘s lhchut kf uscth if (Shoftim 5:31) 
– so should all of Hashem’s enemies be lost. What was R’ Eliezer 
trying to say ? The Bnei Yisaschar (Kislev-Teves 4:18) notes that 
the Nusach of Al HaNisim for Chanukah begins with a mention of 
Matisyahu ben Yochanan, whereas the Nusach for Purim lists 
Mordechai without his father’s name. He explains that when the 
Gemara (Horios 10b) states: vnak tka vumnn vnak vrhcg vkusd, 
praising an aveirah performed for Hashem’s sake, it is because a 
sin done vnak has a unique power to inflict punishment on the 
enemies of Bnei Yisroel. Since it is an aveirah it must be 
punished, but because it was done vnak, the punishment is 
deflected away from Bnei Yisroel. The Mishna (Sotah 47a) states 
that Yochanan Kohen Gadol discontinued the Torah-mandated 
recitation of asuev h,rgc that one said after “paying up” one’s 
Maaser obligations every 3 years. He did this because the Bnei 
Yisroel were violating Ezra’s decree that Maaser must be given 
to Leviim and not Kohanim. As a result of Yochanan’s well-
intentioned sin, punishment was meted out to the Greeks, 
explaining why Yochanan’s name is mentioned as Matisyahu’s 
father. Here too, the MaHaram TaB adds, when R’ Eliezer heard 
the question, his reaction was to wonder why the goat would not 
have died. Was there to be no forgiveness for Bnei Yisroel ? It 
must be that all of Bnei Yisroel’s sins that year were sins done 
vnak. As such, the Bnei Yisroel were not slated for punishment, 
which was why the goat may have fallen down the cliff without 
dying. Therefore, R’ Eliezer’s response was lhchut kf uscth if 
because it is Hashem’s enemies who will be punished instead.   
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
After Yom Kippur, some followers of the Chozeh from Lublin would ask 
him what he “saw” as being in store for them, during the coming year. 
When R’ Bunim (later to become a Rebbe in his own right) from 
Pshischa asked, the Chozeh told him that he would lose all his money 
that year. R’ Bunim, a successful merchant, kept this news to himself, 
and when his wife and children became ill, he spared no expense, hiring 
the best doctors to heal them, knowing that his fortune was destined for 
loss. After their recovery, he was penniless. With no capital to invest 
with, he made his way to Warsaw and lodged at the same expensive 
hotel that he usually stayed at, hoping for an opportunity. After a few 
weeks, he had a hefty hotel bill, with no prospects. His depression 
mounted until one afternoon, he returned to his room and cried to the 
Ribono Shel Olam, begging for ohnjr in his Tefilos. Soon, a knock and 
a job offer presented themselves at his door. R’ Bunim, convinced that 
this was Hashem’s guaranteed  vguah, declined the job, holding out for a 
partnership, which he got. His bills were paid and the business venture 
was a success, On the following Rosh HaShana, when R’ Bunim came to 
visit his Rebbe, the Chozeh smiled when he saw him, remarking, “We 
never discussed the option of shedding tears from a broken heart !”       
P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 
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The Torah Shield 
 

 ”וילך משה, וידבר את הדברים האלה אל כל ישראל“ 31:1

“Moshe went and spoke these words to all of 

Yisroel.”  This was the last day of Moshe 

Rabbeinu’s life.  Moshe Rabbeinu, “went.”  Where did he go, 

and why doesn’t the Torah tell us where he went?   

 “ משה וידברוילך  ” – Being that Moshe said these words 

close to the time of his leaving this world, it begins with the 

Loshon of, “וילך” as it says in Koheles 12:5 “  לכי הולך האדם א

 (רבינו אפרים)  ”.For man goes to his eternal home“ – ”בית עולמו

 “ ולבואלא אוכל עוד לצאת  ” – Moshe Rabbeinu said that 

he could no longer go out and in. It can’t mean that Moshe 

physically wasn’t able to go out and in, for the Posuk says, 

 and Chazal say that there – ”ויעל משה מערבות מואב אל הר נבו“

were twelve steps, and Moshe scaled the twelve steps in one 

step.  This tells us that Moshe was physically fit, and would 

have had no issues going out and in.  Rather, it means that 

Moshe was not able to go out and in regarding Divrei Torah.   

This teaches us that the gates of wisdom of Torah were 

closed to Moshe at this point.  (ילקוט שמעוני) 

וילך “ – ”וילך משה, וידבר את הדברים האלה אל כל ישראל“  

 – ”ואזל משה למשכן בית אולפנא ומליל פתגמיא האלין עם כל ישראל

Moshe Rabbeinu went to the Bais Medrash.  (תרגום יונתן) 

 Targum Yonason tells us that Moshe went to the 

Bais Hamedrash.  How did the Targum know that?  In the 

 it discusses the prohibition of washing שאילתות דר' אחאי גאון

on Yom Hakippurim.  It says over there that if someone 

wants to go to the Bais Hamedrash, and a river is separating 

him from the Bais Hamedrash, is he allowed to go through 

the river in order to get to the Bais Hamedrash?  So taught 

our Rabbonon, that if one is going to greet his Rebbe, or to 

hear words of Torah, and there is a river in his way, he is 

allowed to go through the river as long as his hands do not 

come out of the fold of his garment; and he is even allowed 

to return home through the water.  The reason he is allowed 

to return home, is because if he is not allowed to return, he 

would not go, and we do not want him to refrain from going 

to the Bais Hamedrash. We learn from this, that on Shabbos 

and Yom Hakippurim, it is even permitted to go through 

water (which is generally prohibited, as one is not allowed to 

go to a bathhouse or the sort) in order to get to the Bais 

Hamedrash.  We know (Zohar, Tosfos, and Rosh all say) that 

Moshe Rabbeinu died on Shabbos.  It says in the Yalkut in 

Parshas Chukas, that between many portions of the lands of 

Klal Yisroel, there were rivers.  The Torah tells us that on 

the last day of Moshe’s life, he went around to all of Klal 

Yisroel.  How could he go to all of them, if he needed to go 

through water, which is prohibited on Shabbos?  The 

Targum Yonason therefore explains that while Moshe was 

going to speak to all of Klal Yisroel, he was also going to the 

Bais Hamedrash – and to go to the Bais Hamedrash, it is 

permitted to go through water. (יד דוד)  

 The main part of Teshuva is to return to the Torah 

Hakdosha, for it is the mother of all life.  Chazal were 

Mesaken in Shemoneh Esrei in the Brocha of Hashiveinu – 

השיבנו אבינו לתורתך וקרבנו מלכנו לעבודתך והחזירנו בתשובה שלימה “

 The first thing we ask for in the Brocha of Teshuva – ”לפניך

is that our Father, Hakodosh Boruch Hu, should bring us 

back to His Torah.  Only after that do we ask that He bring 

us close to Him, and that we should return to Him with 

Teshuva.  There are numerous reasons for this, and we will 

list a few.  1 – The Torah is the “עץ חיים למחזיקים בה” -  tree of 

life, and one who attaches himself to it is attaching himself 

to life.  2- The Torah has the power to nullify the Yetzer 

Hara. 3 – An Aveirah cannot erase Torah, while it can erase 

Mitzvos.  4 –The Zohar Hakodosh says that the Torah asks 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu to forgive those who toil in the Torah.  

These are but a few of the reasons, and show us the great 

power of Torah, and how Torah is the first step to Teshuva.  

Moshe Rabbeinu went from tent to tent giving Tochacha to 

Klal Yisroel.  “ הדברים כל את ” – Moshe told Klal Yisroel “האלה” 

– these words of Torah.  He told them that they should 

connect themselves to the Torah Hakdosha, and that is what 

will help them do Teshuva, which will bring them close to 

Hashem.  This is the Refuah for Klal Yisroel, each one 

according to his abilities. (נחל קדומים) 

  Moshe Rabbeinu went to the Bais Hamedrash.  He 

was not giving a deep Pilpul Shiur to Klal Yisroel, for Chazal 

tell us that the gates of Torah wisdom were closed to him on 

this day – the last day of his life.  The Torah did not want to 

write that which could have been possibly construed to be 

disparaging to Moshe, and therefore it did not state 

explicitly where he went.  However, the Torah wanted to let 

us know that he went.  In truth, this was the greatest lesson 

the great Moshe Rabbeinu could have taught us on the last 

day of his life.  Even when the gates of Torah wisdom are 

closed to you, still go to the Bais Medrash.  The Yetzer Hara 

tries to get one to turn away from Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  It 

is a perpetual goal of the Yetzer Hara, up until the last 

moment of one’s life.  One could think that he lasted this 

long, and it’s almost over, there is no need to worry.  The 

holy Moshe Rabbeinu teaches us that we must never stop 

learning the Torah Hakdosha – no matter what, under all 

conditions.  The Torah gates were closed to him, and he still 

went to the Bais Medrash to learn. It would be the Torah 

Hakdosha that would protect him from the evil Yetzer Hara, 

and ensure that he remain on the proper path of Avodas 

Hashem for the remaining day of his life.  The holy day of 

Yom Hakippurim is almost upon us.  We read this Parshah 

as a prelude to Yom Hakippurim, for it tells us how to 

prepare for this special day.  We must strengthen ourselves 

in the Torah Hakdosha, for it is the Torah Hakdosha which 

protects us from the Yetzer Hara.  The Torah is our lifeline, 

and it brings us close to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  When we 

come close to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, it will cause us to do 

Teshuva, and come even closer to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

May we be Zoche to do a proper Teshuva, and be Zoche to a 

 .גמר חתימה טובה
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Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America 

  

 לרפו״ש ר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה, ור׳ אלטר חיים בן יהודית, ור׳ ברוך מרדכי בן טעסיל, ור׳ אברהם בן רחל, ור׳ מתתיהו חיים בן עטיל  
 ולרפו״ש לאה בת שרה ריבא, ורחל בת חיה ביילא בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 

Yahrtzeits of our 
 ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְשָרֵאל

 ט׳ תשרי
5646 – 5720 
1886 – 1959 

 'R / ָרב [Brisker]) זַַצ״ל Soloveitchik ר׳ יְִצָחק זְֵאב
Velvel / גְִרי״ז) was born in Volozhin, Belarus, to 
R' Chaim זַַצ״ל of Brisk and his wife Lifsha. In 
1912, he married Alte Hendl Auerbach. After 

R' Chaim’s ְפִטיָרה in 1918 until WWII, he served as ָרב of 
Brisk and was רֹאׁש יְִׁשיָבה of its יְִׁשיָבה. During WWII, he 
escaped to ֶאֶרץ יְִשָרֵאל, where he re-established the Brisk 
 'R ,זַַצ״ל included R' Aryeh Leib Malin ַתְלִמיִדים His .יְִׁשיָבה
Elyah Chazan זַַצ״ל, and R' Shach זַַצ״ל. His brilliance was 
only surpassed by his יְִרַאת ָׁשַמיִם and stringency in ֲהָלָכה. 
The גְִרי״ז was considered one of the greatest leaders of 
Orthodox Jewry in his time. His opinion on many of the 

difficult issues that came up after the war was sought 
after by the גְדֹוֵלי יְִשָרֵאל in ֶאֶרץ יְִשָרֵאל and abroad. 

  

 

 

 

Understanding Davening 
 לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

יֵבנּו ד׳ ֵאֶליָך ְוָנשּוָבה  …ֲהשִׁ  
Bring us back to You, ד׳, and we shall return… 

The (יּוָמא פו:) ְגָמָרא teaches us the amazing power of an 
individual's sincere ְתׁשּוָבה. The גְָמָרא says in the name of 
R' Meir: ְתׁשּוָבה is so powerful that if one does ְתׁשּוָבה, the 
sins of the whole world are also forgiven. R' Akiva Eiger 
explains this ְגָמָרא in the ִגָליֹון ַהַש״ס, quoting ַהַר״ם ִמפַאנּו, 
basing his understanding of the ְבִרית of ֲעְרבּות, being 
responsible for other people's ִמְצֹות. Just as we are bound 
together and can be the guarantors for someone else's 
 then we are forgiven ,ְתׁשּוָבה if someone else does ,ִמְצֹות
in his merit! Such is the power of ֲעְרבּות. This is one of 

the reasons why all of our ְתִפלֹות are written in the 
plural form. We are all bound together as  

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Adapted from: 

 ָתנָא ְדֵבי ֵאִליָהּו זּוָטא (פ׳ י״ד)

 So now, write this song …          ְדָבִרים לא:יט(… ְוַעָתה ִכְתבּו ָלֶכם ֶאת ַהִשיָרה ַהזֹאת(  

 Why is it so important for each .ֵסֶפר תֹוָרה that each person is required to write a ָפסּוק learn from this ֲחזַ״ל 

individual to write his own ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ְׁשמּוֵאל ִבנְיִָמין סֹוֵפר ?ֵסֶפר תֹוָרה (the ְכַתב סֹוֵפר) explained that writing a ֵסֶפר תֹוָרה 

creates a different attachment to the תֹוָרה. One experiences a whole new perspective and excitement in learning 

  .תֹוָרה

  R' Eizel Charif זַַצ״ל once visited the Volozhin Yeshivah to find a suitable match for his daughter. The 

students of Volozhin were excited about the ָגדֹול ַהדֹור’s arrival and each one wholeheartedly wanted to be chosen as 

his son-in-law. 

 R' Charif turned to the young men who had gathered before him and stated: “My dear friends, I simply do 

not have the strength to test each one of you individually. I will therefore pose a question; whoever is able to provide 

me with a satifactory answer to my question, will be chosen as a match for my daughter.” 

 R' Charif posed a very challenging question, and the students immediately began to search for an answer. 

Day and night, without a break, they grappled with the question. Soon there was a long line of the best students of 

Volozhin waiting outside R' Charif’s room. Each student presented him with an answer, but the גָאֹון easily refuted 

each attempt. 

 Several days passed and still no student was able to find a satisfactory answer for R' Charif’s question. Not 

having found the son-in-law that he was looking for, he boarded a wagon and began his trip home. 

 Suddenly, he heard some yelling behind him. “Please stop! Please stop!” someone cried. R' Charif turned 

to see who was calling him. He noticed that it was one of the students, Yosef Shlofer, running after the wagon with 

all his might. 

 The wagon driver stopped the wagon and R' Charif questioned the young man. “What can I do for you? Do 

you have an answer?” 

 said Yosef, as he gasped for breath, “I must admit, I do not know the answer, but I still want to know ”,ֶרִבי“ 

the correct answer to your question. Please tell me what the answer is!” 

 Immediately, R' Charif’s face lit up. He said to the young man, “Reb Yosef, you are the son-in-law that 

I have been searching for! If your love for תֹוָרה is so great that it brought you to chase after the wagon, 

then you deserve to be the match for my daughter.” 

 

 

The Brisker Rov, R’ 
Velvel זַַצ״ל, was once asked, 
“Rebbe, now that there are 
so many explanations which 
delve so deeply into the 
 available, wouldn’t it ְגָמָרא
be enough for a person to 
acquire what is already in 
print, rather than needing 
to learn the תֹוָרה from a 
 The Brisker Rov ”?ֶרִבי
replied, “The purpose of a 
 is not only to teach a ֶרִבי
person what to say, but also 

what not to say!” 
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 בס״ד
 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י

 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל
טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל״נ לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ ר׳ שמואל מנחם משה בן ר׳ יצחק הכהן ז״ל, לע  

 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א

 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל

טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל״נ לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ ר׳ שמואל מנחם משה בן ר׳ יצחק הכהן ז״ל, לע  
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א

  

 

 ר׳ יְִצָחק זְֵאב ַהֵלִוי סֹולֹובֵײִצ׳יק זַַצ״ל

PAI NEWS 
 

The editorial staff of this 

publication would like to 

take this opportunity to 

express our heartfelt pray-

ers that our loyal reader-

ship and all of כלל ישראל be 

inscribed and sealed for a 

year full of  ,רפואות, ישועות

 .ובשורות טובות

 

 
 

 

 This week’s issue & Pirchei Learning Program are dedicated: 

 לרפואה שלמה לר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה שליט״א
 ולע״נ הבחור הנחמד ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 This week’s issue is dedicated by the Mermelstein Family 

 לע״נ הבחור משה דוד ע״ה בן יבלחט״א

 ר׳ פנחס דוב שליט״א, יארצייט ט׳ תשרי

 

שבת        יום כפור        —    Locality only 

  
   הדלקת נרות עש״ק

 עיו״כ 

 
סוף זמן 

 קריאת שמע 
 

  סוף זמן תפלה 

  שקיעה 

   מוצש״ק 



 

 :Questions of the week ַרִש״י 
1.What important leadership message that הקב״ה advised  ַע  ,יְהֹוׁשֻׁ

was contrary to the advice of מֶֹׁשה? 
2.From where do we see that a ַתְלִמיד is as dear to the ֶרִבי as the 

 ?s self’ֶרִבי

Answers 

 יְהֹוׁשֻׁעַ  advised מֶֹׁשה .There is one leader to a generation, not two :יְהֹוׁשֻׁעַ  told הקב״ה .1
that he should enlist the wise counsel and assistance of the זְֵקנִים of the 
generation (31:7 — ד״ה ִכי ַאָתה). 

 s life as if it was part of’יְהֹוׁשֻׁעַ  looked upon the entire era of מֶֹׁשה :explains ַרִׁש״י .2
 .(31:29 — ד״ה ִכי יַָדְעִתי) s own lifetime’מֶֹׁשה

For sponsorship or comments, please call: 718 972 2188 or Fax: 718 506 9633. 

 

 ּוְכתֹוב ְלַחיִים טֹוִבים ָכל ְבנֵי ְבִריֶתָך

 And inscribe all the children of Your covenant for a good life (added to 

ת ְיֵמי ְתׁשּוָבה during ִבְרַכת הֹוָדָאה רֶׂ   .(ֲעשֶׂ

 During the ֲעֶשֶרת יְֵמי ְתׁשּוָבה, when we thank ד׳ for His constant protection 

and daily miracles, we add a request to ד׳ that all His children be written in the 

book of good life. Why is it that when we focus on thanking ד׳, we mix in a 

seemingly mundane personal request about our material needs? 

 R' Akiva Eiger explains this idea with a ָפסּוק in זֵֹבַח תֹוָדה  :(נ:כ״ג) ְתִהִלים

 One who slaughters a thanksgiving sacrifice — יְַכְבָדנְנִי, ְוָשם ֶדֶרְך, ַאְרֶאנּו ְביֵַׁשע ֱאֹלִקים

honors Me, and I will prepare the way; I will show him the salvation of ד׳.” When 

one shows proper gratitude to ד׳, one is recognizing the source of all good. This 

itself is a זְכּות that causes that ד׳ responds back by showing us even more kindness.  

 In a similar vein, R' Akiva Eiger understands the special power of a  ָקְרָבן

 a way to ָקְרָבן תֹוָדה thanksgiving offering. Not only was the bringing of a ,תֹוָדה

express appreciation for the role ד׳ plays in a person’s life, it also paves the way for 

more kindness from Above.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 

 There is a story that illustrates this point beautifully.  

 A wealthy American individual, who we will call Mr. Stern, went to Israel 

on a philanthropic mission. Over the course of the week in Israel, he visited many 

of the institutions that he previously supported, and never left without writing a 

fresh check. 

  In the evenings, he set up shop in his apartment in יְרּוָׁשַליִם. For a few 

hours each evening, people would stream into Mr. Stern's apartment with requests 

for families, orphans, people stricken by illness, and a variety of other causes. 

 As he was preparing to leave for the airport on his last day, he asked his 

assistant if they could go to the כֶֹתל ַמֲעָרִבי so that he could daven at this special and 

holy site one last time before heading back to the United States. 

 They arrived at the כֶֹתל ַמֲעָרִבי well past midnight, and the plaza was 

almost empty. But upon approaching the Wall, Mr. Stern could not help but notice 

a chasiddishe man who was crying tearfully at the wall, totally absorbed in a 

conversation that seemed to stretch up directly to the heavens. 

 After listening to this man crying for five minutes, Mr. Stern approached 

him and asked him if there was anything that he could do to help. The man 

thanked Mr. Stern for his kind offer, said he was not in need of anything, and 

returned to his prayers.  

 Mr. Stern could not bear seeing this man crying his heart out. After a few 

more minutes, he approached the man again. With great care, Mr. Stern explained 

that he had just helped many people, and would be happy to help him as well, 

whatever the situation might be, but once again  he was rebuffed.  

 Finally, Mr. Stern could not take it any longer. He went over to the man 

once more and said, “I accept that you do not need my help, but can you share 

with me why you are in so much pain? It hurts to see a fellow Jew crying so much.” 

 “I’m not crying out of pain," the man explained, "I’m crying tears of joy! I 

just married off my 10th and last child and I just wanted to express my 

appreciation to ד׳ for everything He did for me in the past and present. I am 

now praying with a joyful heart for the future!” 

 *The ָחֵפץ ַחיִים continues by citing a (ַסנְֶהְדִרין קג:) ְגָמָרא regarding the ִמְצָוה 
of ַהְכנַָסת אֹוְרִחים: [How] great is the ִמְצָוה of feeding guests, [just notice:] it 
distances those that are close, and it brings close those that are distant, 

and it makes ד׳ hide His eyes from [the sins of] sinners and He [even] allows His ְׁשִכיָנה to 
rest on the [wicked] prophets of the ַבַעל [idol]. It distances those that were close — we 
are forbidden to marry ַעּמֹון ּומֹוָאב [cousins] because they did not do ַהְכנַָסת אֹוְרִחים with 
   .in the wilderness (did not greeting us with bread and water) ְכַלל יְִשָרֵאל

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Review of the ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד is far more extensive and appropriate. 

A Loving Kindness Moment:  חלק ג׳ פרק א  —ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד  

It brings close those that are distant — יְִתרֹו’s descendants were honored as judges in the high court [near 
the ֵבית ַהִמְקָדׁש] because he invited מֶֹׁשה to eat. It makes ד׳ hide His eyes …— ִמיָכה, the great sinner who 

made others sin, was spared the worst punishment because he made a place for travelers to eat.    

  

Living with the Torah 
Thank You 

Adapted from: Parsha Partner (with kind permission of PIT) 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of 

the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
 ִעְנָיֵני ְדיֹוָמא: ִהְלכֹות )ֶעֶרב( יֹום ִכּפּור

 ִודּוי is said in a bent position, but not leaning on any item in a way 
that one would fall if the item would be removed.  

 Although no meals will be eaten on יֹום ִכפּור, nevertheless, the tables 
should be covered in honor of the holy day, just as they are on ַׁשָבת. 
The tables in the shul should be covered as well. 

   
 ,the Brisker Rav (Griz) ,ר׳ יְִצָחק זְֵאב ַהֵלִוי סֹולֹובֵײִצ׳יק ִמְבִריְסק זַַצ״ל
was once describing the unusual ַהְתָמָדה, diligence, of his 
father, ר׳ ַחיִים זַַצ״ל. One bystander, who wanted to know 
more details, asked, "Did ר׳ ַחיִים really learn ten hours 
without a break?" In his typical insightful manner, the 
Brisker Rav replied, " ןָאבֶער  -נֵײן! צֶען ִמינּוט  ִמינּוט! צעֶׂ  — No! 
Ten minutes … but ten minutes!" 

Sage Sayings 
Source: Heard from R' Yaakov Weinfeld שליט״א 

 

 

 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
Story adapted from The Brisker Rav Volume 2 (Feldheim) 

 

Dear Talmid, 
 A prominent Rabbi once came to the home of the Brisker 
Rav. During their conversation, the Rabbi mentioned that someone had 
given him $100 to give the ָרב for ְצָדָקה. 
 When the visit was almost coming to an end, the Brisker Rav 
surprisingly asked, "What about the money you said you had for me?" 
The Rabbi apologized, saying he accidently left the envelope with the 
money behind, where he was staying. He then promised to deliver the 
money at the next opportunity.  
 "How much money do you have with you now?" the Brisker 
Rav asked. The Rabbi was surprised by the question and he began 
searching his pockets. In the end he produced a sum of thirty dollars, 
which he gave to the Brisker Rav. 
 The Brisker Rav asked again, "Maybe you didn't check all your 
pockets?" The Rabbi searched and indeed found another few dollars. 
When the Rabbi left, the Brisker Rav turned to the puzzled observers 
and explained himself: 
 "When he told me he had ְצָדָקה money for me, at that 
moment I became a ַגַבאי ְצָדָקה for this money. That being so, I had a 
halachic responsibility to do everything I could to look after the ְצָדָקה 
money and see that it reaches the people for whom it was intended. 
 "Although he was sincere in his promise to bring the money 
the next time he comes, he might forget or might not have a chance to 
come again. Therefore, I had to see to it that I salvage as much as I 
could immediately. This is ְצָדָקה money, after all, and every penny must 
be accounted for."   
 My ַתְלִמיד, the ָרב saw the clear picture. He was very 
concerned to protect the Rabbi from any possible wrongdoing. It is 
hard to realize all our wrongdoings, but we are confident that ד׳ 
extends His hand to all those who sincerely do ְתׁשּוָבה!  

   יְִהי זְִכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ְבִבְרַכת ָׁשנָה טֹוָבה ּוְמתּוָקה!
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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Vayeilech-Shabbos Shuva 5779

Repentance is a State of 

Joy 

Introduction 

This week is referred to as Shabbos 

Shuva, Shabbos of Repentance. What is 

the association between Shabbos and 

repentance? It is said that the word 

Shabbos is derived from the word shav, 

return. Thus, on Shabbos, everything 

returns to its source. Yet, one must 

wonder, how this idea is connected to 

repentance? 

Prohibition of reciting Avinu 

Malkeinu on Shabbos 

The halacha is that we do not recite the 

prayer of Avinu Malkeinu on Shabbos. 

The Pinei Menachem cites one reason 

for this prohibition is that on Shabbos 

we do not supplicate HaShem for 

mundane matters such as sustenance. 

The difficulty with this interpretation is 

that on Shabbos we recite the 

supplication of bisefer chaim, where we 

request from HaShem to be inscribed in 

the Book of Repentance. For this reason 

the Levush writes that the text of Avinu 

Malkeinu is based on the middle 

blessings of Shemone Esrei which are 

related to mundane matters. Thus, when 

one of the Ten Days of Repentance 

occurs on Shabbos and we only recite 

seven blessings, we do not recite Avinu 

Malkeinu. The Pinei Menachem finds a 

difficulty with this interpretation as the 

halacha is that we do not recite Avinu 

Malkeinu in the Friday Mincha Shemone 

Esrei, and in that Shemone Esrei we 

recite even the blessings that pertain to 

mundane matters. The Pinei Menachem 

suggests an esoteric answer which is 

beyond the scope of this essay. 

Crying on Shabbos for the purpose of 

Teshuva 

Perhaps we can suggest an answer to this 

question based on an incident regarding 

the Chiddushei HaRim. A person was 

once crying on Shabbos and the 

Chiddushei HaRrim remarked that it is 

permitted for one to cry on Shabbos for 

the purpose of repentance. The 

Chiddushei HaRim cited as proof to this 

halacha that we find that removing the 

covering of the heart is referred to as 

milah, circumcision, and the mitzvah of 

milah, circumcising a male child on the 

eighth day overrides the prohibitions of 

Shabbos. Thus, removing the covering 

of the heart, i.e. repentance, is also 

permitted on Shabbos.  

The distinction between crying and 

reciting Avinu Malkeinu on Shabbos 

The permit to cry on Shabbos would 

seem to be in direct contradiction to the 

Halacha that we do not recite Avinu 

Malkeinu on Shabbos. Yet, upon further 
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examination, we can see a distinction 

between the two halachos. One is 

normally forbidden to cry on Shabbos 

because this makes a person despondent, 

and on Shabbos one is required to be 

joyous. Thus, when the crying is for the 

purpose of repentance, it is understood 

that it is permitted because one who 

repents from his sins feels elated. The 

requests of Avinu Malkeinu, however, 

contain a sense of despondence. 

Examples of this are the requests to 

remember those who were martyred for 

the Name of HaShem and the request 

that HaShem favor us as we are lacking 

merits. The Halacha mandates that one 

should not feel despondent on Shabbos, 

and for that reason one is prohibited to 

recite Avinu Malkeinu on Shabbos. 

The Shabbos connection  

Bases on this distinction between the 

permit to cry on Shabbos for the purpose 

of Teshuva and the prohibition to recite 

Avinu Malkeinu, we can better 

understand why this Shabbos is referred 

to as Shabbos Shuva. On Shabbos one 

should be joyful when he is cognizant of 

HaShem’s Kingship. One who cries and 

is inspired to Teshuva will feel the 

requisite joy. Shabbos Shuva is 

essentially synonymous with Shabbos 

Simcha, a Shabbos of joy. Hashem 

should allow us to be inspired to true 

repentance and we, together with the 

entire Jewish People, should merit a 

Gmar Chasima Tova, to be sealed in 

HaShem’s Book of Life. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Dror Yikra 

The composer was Dunash ben Librat, 

the famed medieval grammarian and 

paytan who lived from 4680-4750 

(920990 C.E.). He was born in Baghdad 

and, except for twenty years in Fez, 

lived there his entire life. He was a 

nephew and disciple of Rabbeinu 

Saadiah Gaon and was acquainted with 

many of the Sages of his time. Rashi and 

Ibn Ezra quote him extensively. His 

name appears four times as the acrostic 

of the stiches in stanzas 1,2,3, and 6. 

This zemer is a prayer to HaShem to 

protect the Jewish People, destroy its 

tormentors, and bring the Nation peace 

and redemption.  

ָנה. ְלׁשֹוֵננּו ְלָך ִרָנה ה ּוְנַמְלאֶּ  may we ,ְוַנְרִחיב פֶּ

open our mouth and fill it, our tongue 

sing Your joyful song. It is noteworthy 

that the words ְלׁשֹוֵננּו הִרָנה, our tongue 

[the] joy, equals in gematria the word 

 as Shabbos is an ideal time to ,שבת

praise HaShem with song.  

Shabbos Stories 

There’s more to Yom Kippur than 

earning a livelihood 

Rabbi Yissachar Frand writes: The 

Shemen HaTov tells of the following 

incident, which involved the grandfather 

of the present Belzer Rebbe. It was Yom 

Kippur in Belz. They had finished the 

Mincha prayer early, and the Chassidim 

went to take a rest or a walk before they 

began the Neilah prayer, the final prayer 
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of Yom Kippur. Everyone left the Beis 

HaMedrash [Study Hall]. Like many 

others, one of the honorable and wealthy 

Chassidim left his Shtreimel [fur hat 

worn by Chassidim] at his seat. When he 

returned before Neilah, the Shtreimel 

was missing. Someone stole a Shtreimel 

from the Beis HaMedrash in Belz on 

Yom Kippur!  

There was a great commotion. Who 

could do such a thing?! The Rebbe 

(unaware of what had happened) went to 

begin Neilah as scheduled. After Yom 

Kippur the Rebbe called over the 

Chassidim and asked them, “What was 

the big commotion before Neilah?” They 

told him, “Someone stole a Shtreimel.” 

The Rebbe told them to all to go and 

break their fast. Later, the Rebbe asked 

to see a certain chassid.  

The chassid came to the Rebbe and the 

Rebbe told him, “You stole the 

Shtreimel.” The fellow denied it. The 

Rebbe persisted in the charge until 

finally the chassid broke down and 

confessed.  

The next day in Belz, “For the Jews 

there was Light” [Esther 8:16]. Everyone 

proclaimed a miracle: “the Rebbe has 

Ruach HaKodesh [Divine Spirit].” 

However, the Rebbe explained that “It 

was not Ruach HaKodesh. The way that 

I knew who stole the Shtreimel was as 

follows. Before Yom Kippur, all of my 

Chassidim gave me a kvittel (a small 

written note with their prayer requests). 

Everyone had needs. This one asked to 

see nachas from his children, this one 

asked to marry off a daughter, all sorts 

of requests. One Chassid, however, 

asked only for Parnassah (livelihood). A 

Jew who can only think of Parnassah 

before Yom Kippur is the type of person 

who would steal a Shtreimel on Yom 

Kippur.” That is how the Rebbe knew.  

If this is what Judaism is all about, I 

wish to be a part of it 

Rabbi Frand tells a story that he heard 

from a Rabbi in Dallas, Texas.  

One day a man walked into the office of 

his orthodox shul in Dallas. The man 

was obviously not an observant Jew. In 

fact, the Rabbi never saw him in the 

synagogue before.  

“Rabbi,” he said, “I’d like to make a 

contribution.” He proceeded to hand 

over a check for ten thousand dollars.  

The rabbi was flabbergasted. He did not 

know this man, nor had the man ever 

seen the Rabbi. Yet, he just handed over 

a tremendous gift to the synagogue. 

“Please,” said the rabbi. “There must be 

a reason. After all, you are giving this 

donation to a rabbi whom you do not 

know and to a shul in which you do not 

participate. Please tell me the reason.” 

The man answered very simply. “Not 

long ago I was in Israel. I went to the 

Wall. There I saw a man. He was 

obviously a very observant Jew. He was 

praying with such fervor, with 

unparalleled enthusiasm and feeling. I 

just stood there and listened. I heard his 

pleas and supplications, I saw him sway 

with all his might, I saw his outpouring 

of faith, love, and devotion all 
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harmoniously blending as an offering to 

G-d. From the day I saw that man pray, I 

could not get him out of my mind. If this 

is Judaism, I want to be part of it. I want 

to help perpetuate it.” (www.Torah.org) 

These are G-d’s children, let them 

rejoice 

A story is told about Reb Levi Yitzchak 

of Berditchev. It was Kol Nidrei night 

and the people of Berditchev had 

gathered together to daven. Behind them 

was a year of hunger, privation, and 

torture. The Maggid of the city was 

invited to preach. This Maggid, as was 

the custom in those days, lashed out at 

the congregants, yelling at them for their 

sins and telling them the terrible 

punishments that they were going to be 

given.  

As you can imagine, the people started 

crying and wailing. At that moment, R. 

Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev ascended 

the pulpit in anger, pushed aside the 

Maggid, called for silence, and shouted: 

“Stop your scolding. These are God’s 

holy children. This is a time for 

rejoicing.” He then ordered the Torahs to 

be taken from the Ark and he and his 

Hasidim danced with joy.  

Shabbos and Yom Kippur even more 

so 

Rebbe Shalom of Belz used to say the 

following on the eve of Yom Kippur: 

The Talmud says, (Shabbos 34a) “Three 

things a person must ask in his house the 

eve before Shabbos as it begins to get 

dark. 1. Asartem, did you take tithes? 2. 

Aravtem, did you make an Eruv? 3. 

hidlaktem as haNeros, did you light the 

Shabbos lights? If it is true that we 

should do this on the eve of Shabbos, 

then even more so on the eve of the 

Shabbos of Shabbasos [a reference to 

Yom Kippur] that we should say these 

three things. 

Therefore, continued the Belzer Rebbe, 

‘asartem?’ in a short amount of time the 

10, eser, days of repentance will have 

passed. Aravtem? also the eve, erev, of 

Yom Kippur is ending. Hidlaktem, did 

you light the Shabbos lights? The lights 

of Yom Kippur are already lit, and still 

we have not returned, done teshuvah 

before HaShem. 

The Rebbe used to add before Kol 

Nidrei in the big shul in Belz in a loud 

voice. ‘Oy, we have erred, we have 

wronged, and we have sinned.’ When 

the people heard this, they were all 

struck with fear and they started to 

become inspired to teshuvah. (Sefer 

Yerach HaAysanim, teachings of the 

Rebbes of Belz page 61) 

Mother and Child  

One Yom Kippur eve, when Chassidic 

master Rabbi Yaakov Yisroel of 

Kriminitz was granting the traditional 

blessing to his children, he noticed that 

one of his daughters, overcome by the 

emotion of the moment, was weeping 

softly. The young child in her arms was 

also crying. 

“Why are you crying, my child,” asked 

the Rebbe of the tot. 

http://www.torah.org/
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“My mother is crying,” answered the 

child, “so I am also crying.” 

In the synagogue that evening, the 

Rebbe ascended the podium and related 

what his young grandchild had said to 

him. Bursting into tears, he then said: 

“A child who sees his mother weeping, 

weeps as well, even if he cannot 

comprehend the reason for her tears. Our 

mother, too, is weeping. Our sages tell 

us that the Shechinah ‘keens like a dove 

and cries: “Woe is to My children, that 

because of their sins I have destroyed 

My home, set fire to My sanctuary, and 

have exiled them among the nations.”’ 

“So even if we ourselves have become 

inured to the pain of the exile,” wept 

Rabbi Yaakov Yisroel, “at least we 

should cry because our mother is 

crying.” 

Prayer by Example  

In a small village in the backwoods of 

Eastern Europe, many hours’ journey 

from the nearest Jewish community, 

lived a Jewish family. Once a year, for 

the holy day of Yom Kippur, they would 

make the long trip to town in order to 

pray together with their fellow Jews. 

One year, the villager woke bright and 

early on the day before Yom Kippur and 

readied himself for the journey. His 

sons, however, not quite as industrious 

as he, had slept in. Impatient to get on 

his way, he said to his family: “Listen, 

I’m going to set out on foot while you 

get yourselves together. I'll wait for you 

at the large oak at the crossroads." 

Walking swiftly, the villager soon 

reached the tree and lay down in its 

shade to wait for the family wagon. 

Exhausted from several days of 

backbreaking labor, he fell asleep. 

Meanwhile, his family loaded up the 

wagon and set out. But in the excitement 

of the journey, they forgot all about their 

old father and drove right by the 

sleeping figure at the crossroads. 

When the villager woke, evening had 

already fallen. Many miles away, the 

Kol Nidrei prayers were getting 

underway in the town's synagogue. 

Lifting his eyes to the heavens, the old 

man cried: 

“Master of the Universe! My children 

have forgotten me. But they are my 

children, so I forgive them. You, too, 

should do the same for those of Your 

children who have abandoned You....” 

“He’s Already There”  

Those who arrived early at the village 

synagogue on Yom Kippur eve could not 

but notice the man sleeping in a corner. 

His soiled clothes, and the strong scent 

of alcohol that hovered about him, 

attested to the cause of his slumber at 

this early hour. A Jew drunk on the eve 

of the Holy Day? Several of the 

congregants even suggested that the man 

be expelled from the synagogue. 

Soon the room filled to overflowing, 

mercifully concealing the sleeping drunk 

from all but those who stood in his 

immediate vicinity. As the sun made to 

dip below the horizon, a hush descended 
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upon the crowd: the Rebbe entered the 

room and made his way to his place at 

the eastern wall. At a signal from the 

Rebbe, the ark was opened, and the 

gabbai began taking out the Torah 

scrolls in preparation for the Kol Nidrei 

service. 

This was the moment that the drunk 

chose to rise from his slumber, climb the 

steps to the raised reading platform in 

the center of the room, pound on the 

reading table, and announce: “Ne’um 

attah horeissa!” The scene—the crowded 

room, Torah scrolls being carried out of 

the open ark—seen through a drunken 

haze, appeared to the man as the 

beginning of hakkafos on Simchas 

Torah! The drunk was confusing the 

most solemn and awesome moment of 

the year with its most joyous and high-

spirited occasion. 

The scandalized crowd was about to 

eject the man from the room when the 

Rebbe turned from the wall and said: 

“Let him be. For him, it’s already time 

for hakkafot. He’s there already.” 

******************************** 

On the following evening, as the Rebbe 

sat with his chassidim at the festive meal 

that follows the fast, he related to them 

the story of Reb Shmuel, the Kol Nidrei 

drunk. 

On the morning of the eve of the Holy 

Day, Reb Shmuel had heard of a Jew 

who, together with his wife and six small 

children, had been imprisoned for failing 

to pay the rent on the establishment he 

held on lease from the local nobleman. 

Reb Shmuel went to the nobleman to 

plead for their release, but the nobleman 

was adamant in his refusal. “Until I see 

every penny that is owed to me,” he 

swore, “the Jew and his family stay 

where they are. Now get out of here 

before I unleash my dogs on you.” 

“I cannot allow a Jewish family to 

languish in a dungeon on Yom Kippur,” 

resolved Reb Shmuel and set out to raise 

the required sum, determined to achieve 

their release before sunset. 

All day, he went from door to door. 

People gave generously to a fellow Jew 

in need, but by late afternoon Reb 

Shmuel was still 300 rubles short of the 

required sum. Where would he find such 

a large sum of money at this late hour? 

Then he passed a tavern and saw a group 

of well-dressed young men sitting and 

drinking. A card-game was underway, 

and a sizable pile of banknotes and gold 

and silver coins had already accumulated 

on the table. 

At first he hesitated to approach them at 

all: what could one expect from Jews 

who spend the eve of the Holy Day 

drinking and gambling in a tavern? But 

realizing that they were his only hope, he 

approached their table and told them of 

the plight of the imprisoned family. 

They were about to send him off empty-

handed, when one of them had a jolly 

idea: wouldn’t it be great fun to get a 

pious Jew drunk on Yom Kippur? 

Signaling to a waiter, the man ordered a 

large glass of vodka. “Drink this down in 
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one gulp,” he said to the Reb Shmuel, 

“and I’ll give you 100 rubles.” 

Reb Shmuel looked from the glass that 

had been set before him to the sheaf of 

banknotes that the man held under his 

nose. Other than a sip of l’chayim on 

Shabbos and at weddings, Reb Shmuel 

drank only twice a year—on Purim and 

Simchas Torah, when every chassid 

fuels the holy joy of these days with 

generous helpings of inebriating drink so 

that the body should rejoice along with 

the soul. And the amount of vodka in 

this glass—actually, it more resembled a 

pitcher than a glass—was more than he 

would consume on both those occasions 

combined. Reb Shmuel lifted the glass 

and drank down its contents. 

“Bravo!” cried the man, and handed him 

the 100 rubles. “But this is not enough,” 

said Reb Shmuel, his head already 

reeling from the strong drink. “I need 

another 200 rubles to get the poor family 

out of prison!” 

“A deal’s a deal!” cried the 

merrymakers. “One hundred rubles per 

glass! Waiter! Please refill this glass for 

our drinking buddy!” 

Two liters and two hundred rubles later, 

Reb Shmuel staggered out of the tavern. 

His alcohol-fogged mind was oblivious 

to all—the stares of his fellow villagers 

rushing about in their final preparations 

for the Holy Day, the ferocious barking 

of the nobleman’s dogs, the joyous tears 

and profusions of gratitude of the 

ransomed family—except to the task of 

handing over the money to the nobleman 

and finding his way to the synagogue. 

For he knew that if he first went home 

for something to eat before the fast, he 

would never make it to shul for Kol 

Nidrei. 

“On Rosh HaShanah,” the Rebbe 

concluded his story, “we submitted to 

the sovereignty of Heaven and 

proclaimed G-d king of the universe. 

Today, we fasted, prayed and repented, 

laboring to translate our commitment to 

G-d into a refined past and an improved 

future. Now we are heading towards 

Sukkos, in which we actualize and 

rejoice over the attainments of the ‘Days 

of Awe’ through the special mitzvos of 

the festival—a joy that reaches its 

climax in the hakkafos of Simchas 

Torah. But Reb Shmuel is already there. 

When he announced the beginning of 

hakkafos at Kol Nidrei last night, this 

was no ‘mistake.’ For us, Yom Kippur 

was just beginning; for him, it was 

already Simchas Torah....” 

Shabbos in Halacha  

Wringing and Laundering 

 

Two melachos that pertain to washing 

dishes and cleaning spills on Shabbos 

are סחיטה; wringing, and כיבוס: 

laundering. Previously we discussed 

sechita as it applies to extracting juice 

from fruits. Here we will discuss the 

halachos of wringing liquid from an 

absorbent fabric. We will also briefly 

discuss the laws of laundering as applied 

to common situations.  
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1. Wringing Liquid from a Fabric 

 

C. Saturating a Fabric 

 

The Sages forbade saturating any fabric 

that one might be inclined to wring out, 

i.e. a sponge, a mop or a garment. This 

decree does not apply to rags and similar 

articles, i.e. paper towels, which people 

generally do not wring out.  

 

Additionally, the Decree only applies to 

truly absorbent materials that are subject 

to the Torah Prohibition of sechitah. 

Materials that merely trap water, though 

subject to sechitah by Rabbinic Decree, 

were not included in the decree against 

saturating. 

 

Summary 

 

It is forbidden to wring out any 

absorbent material, whether to save the 

liquid, to cleanse the fabric, or for no 

specific purpose. The prohibition applies 

to natural, truly absorbent materials and 

to materials that tarp water between their 

fibers. 

 

Additionally, one is prohibited from 

saturating and truly absorbent fabric that 

one may be inclined to wring out.  
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בבוא כל ישראל לראות את פני ד'  ויצו משה אותם לאמר מקץ שבע שנים במעד שנת השמטה בחג הסכות
)11-31:10יבחר תקרא את התורה הזאת נגד כל ישראל באזניהם (אלקיך במקום אשר   

Parshas Vayeilech contains the mitzvah of hakhel, in which Moshe commanded all the Jewish 
people – men, women, and children – to gather together to hear the reading of the book of Devorim by the 
king every seven years, during the festival of Sukkos following the shemittah year. Rav Avrohom 
Gurwitz, Rosh Yeshiva of Gateshead, points out that the mitzvah of hakhel involves the confluence of 
three mitzvos: the end of the shemittah year, the festival of Sukkos, and aliyah l’regel (ascending to the 
Temple thrice annually for the festival pilgrimage). He suggests that all three of them have a common 
theme: strengthening our emunah and bitachon (faith and trust in Hashem). 
 The connection between shemittah and bitachon is self-evident, as during the shemittah year 
farmers are forbidden to work their fields and must instead place their faith in Hashem to sustain them for 
an entire year. At the end of a year of seeing how Hashem provided for their families and witnessing the 
fulfillment of the Torah’s blessing (Vayikra 25:21) that the land will miraculously produce enough to 
sustain them for three years, they reach new heights in their trust in Hashem. 
 Similarly, the mitzvah of ascending to the Temple on Pesach, Shavuos, and Sukkos also serves to 
strengthen a Jew’s emunah. At the same time that a person is experiencing the holiest place on earth 
where Hashem’s Divine Presence is palpable, he is also leaving his home and possessions unsupervised 
and unprotected. In return for our trust in Hashem, He guards our properties and specifically promises 
(Shemos 34:24) to ensure that nobody will covet our land or try to steal it in our absence. 
 Finally, the mitzvah of dwelling in a sukkah also teaches the lesson of emunah, as it 
commemorates the miracle of the Clouds of Glory which surrounded and protected the Jews during their 
travels in the wilderness. After Hashem redeemed the Jews from slavery in Egypt, they found themselves 
in a barren desert with no protection from the elements, yet they trusted in Hashem to provide for them, a 
bitachon which was rewarded with the miraculous Clouds of Glory. 
 The Torah specifically ordains that the mitzvah of hakhel be performed in conjunction with the 
observance of three mitzvos all of which serve to imbue within us the knowledge and recognition that it is 
Hashem Who sustains us and protects us. Although this mitzvah is not presently in effect, its message is 
still relevant to each of us. Our daily lives are often so harried and pressured that we are distracted from 
dedicating more time to spiritual matters. As we prepare for the impending Day of Judgment on Rosh 
Hashana and engage in sincere introspection, many of us are honest enough to admit that we should 
reprioritize our lives and focus more of our energy on Torah and mitzvos, yet we also justify our 
difficulties in doing so by our need to make a living and support our families.  
 To counter this misguided reasoning, the Torah commands us to gather for the mitzvah of hakhel 
at the most conducive time possible, when we will have strengthened our bitachon and internalized the 
awareness that it is Hashem Who sustains us, not our overtime hours in the office. Specifically at this 
time we will be open to absorbing the Torah’s messages read publicly by the king, and to commit 
ourselves to reevaluating our values and priorities. In our prayers and requests for the upcoming year, we 
should beseech Hashem to provide us not only with peace, success, and health, but also with the serenity 
and tranquility that come naturally to a person who lives his life with true emunah and bitachon. 
 
 

)2:14הושע  –שובה ישראל עד ד' אלקיך כי כשלת בעונך (הפטרה   
 The special Haftorah that we read this week for Shabbos Shuva begins with Hoshea advising us, 
“Return, Israel, to Hashem your G-d, for you have stumbled in your iniquity.” The Ponovezher Rav once 
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traveled to South Africa to strengthen and encourage the Lithuanian Jews who had relocated there in their 
religious observance. Prior to his journey, he asked his teacher, the illustrious Chofetz Chaim, what 
message he should relate to the Jews there in the name of the leader of the generation.  

The Chofetz Chaim replied that he should tell them that it is actually quite easy to do the mitzvah 
of teshuvah (repentance). The minimum requirements to fulfill this obligation are few and are within the 
reach of every Jew: ceasing to sin, expressing regret over one’s past actions, and accepting upon oneself 
not to transgress again. Unfortunately, the yetzer hara (evil inclination) attempts to convince a person that 
proper repentance is so difficult and involves so many complex components that he will never succeed in 
correctly doing so, thereby causing him to give up the effort without even trying.  

In this vein, Rav Nosson Wachtfogel notes that in Parshas Nitzavim (Devorim 30:14), Moshe 
says that one of the commandments is not hidden or distant from us. It isn’t in the heavens or across the 
sea as one might have thought, but it is very close – in one’s mouth and heart. What is this mitzvah that a 
person might mistakenly conclude is so far beyond him that its observance requires him to travel 
thousands or millions of miles, yet in reality the keys to its performance lie inside him? The Ramban 
writes that the commandment to which Moshe is referring is the mitzvah of teshuvah. 
 The Gemora in Kiddushin (49b) discusses a case in which a wicked man betroths a woman on the 
condition that he is completely righteous. Surprisingly, the Gemora rules that she may be legally engaged, 
explaining that perhaps he had thoughts of teshuvah in the moment prior to his proposal. We may derive 
from here that a person can literally transform himself from one extreme to the other in a mere moment of 
sincere reflection and regret, a lesson that should inspire and motivate us as we prepare for Yom Kippur. 
 
 

אלקינו עשה ולא לנו (סליחות) למענך  
Rav Yisroel Reisman recounts that there was a wealthy Jew who lived in an apartment building 

on the Upper West Side of Manhattan. One day, he noticed a number of police cars in front of the 
building, so he asked another resident who was in the elevator with him if he knew why they were there. 
The man explained that his father is the king of a country in Africa who had come to visit his son, and the 
police presence outside was part of his father’s security detail.  

When the prince saw how excited this information made his neighbor, he asked him, “Would you 
like to meet my father, the king,” to which the Jew replied in the affirmative. The prince instructed him to 
come to the penthouse at 8:00 that night to meet the king. When the man’s son, who had just celebrated 
his Bar Mitzvah, heard about this development, he expressed interest in accompanying his father. The two 
of them went up to the penthouse to meet the king, who took a liking to the boy and asked him his age. 
When he said that he had just turned 13, the king asked him, “Isn’t that a special age for Jewish boys?” 
The child responded that indeed, he had just become a Bar Mitzvah the week before. 
 The following day, when the Jew went to check his mailbox, he was stunned to discover that the 
king left a $50,000 check for his son – an extremely generous Bar Mitzvah gift! He was embarrassed and 
went to thank the prince for arranging the visit with the king, but added, “I don’t know if you’re familiar 
with customary Bar Mitzvah gifts, but they’re typically $180 or $360 at the most. We don’t give $50,000 
checks for a Bar Mitzvah.” The prince responded, “You don’t understand. Even if it’s true that Jews 
usually don’t spend more than $180, it is beneath the king’s dignity to give anything smaller than 
$50,000.” 
 A short time later, the Jewish family took a trip to Eretz Yisroel in honor of the Bar Mitzvah. 
While they were visiting with Rav Chaim Kanievsky, the father repeated this incident. Rav Chaim, who 
views the world through Torah lenses, replied that this episode gives him a new insight into a petition we 
make each day during Selichos: למענך אלקינו עשה ולא לנו – Hashem, act for Your sake, not for ours. Our 
primary goal is that Hashem should answer our prayers; as long as He does so, why do we care whether it 
is for His sake or for ours? Rav Chaim explained that he now understands that we may only deserve $180 
checks, but for the King of Kings, it would be inappropriate to give anything less than millions. 
Accordingly, we ask Hashem to not only grant our requests, but to do so on His grand scale, not on our 
meager terms.  
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Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 

1) Rashi writes (Devorim 31:11) that the mitzvah of publicly reading the book of Devorim every 
seven years during hakhel was performed by the king. Was this reading performed before the 
anointment of Shaul as king, and if so, by whom? (Chizkuni, Kiryat Sefer Hilchos Chagigah 3, 
HaAmek Davar, Chinuch and Minchas Chinuch 612, Ayeles HaShachar, Derech Sicha, Shiras 
Dovid) 

2) When do we expect a minor to take part in a mitzvah even though he will be exempt from that 
mitzvah after his Bar Mitzvah? (Minchas Chinuch 612:4-5) 

3) Did Moshe become ill prior to his death, and if so, for how long? (Paneiach Raza 31:14) 
4) This Shabbos we read a special Haftorah that exhorts us to do teshuvah (repentance). The Gemora 

(Kiddushin 20a) teaches that if a person commits the same sin twice, it becomes in his eyes like it 
is permissible. Which sin is considered worse and requires greater teshuvah: the first two times 
when a person tries to hold back but fails, or the subsequent sins that he does out of habit? (Sefer 
Hamakneh Kiddushin 20a, Meshech Chochmah Vayikra 5:11, Divrei Yoel Parshas Vayechi pg. 
568) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Kiryat Sefer writes that the mitzvah was specifically performed by the king. This is derived from 
the fact that it was commanded to Moshe, who had the status of a king; this is also the opinion of the 
Chinuch. The Chizkuni suggests that the command was given not to Moshe, but to Yehoshua, who was 
also considered a king. The Minchas Chinuch questions what was done until the times of Shaul and 
suggests that perhaps the requirement for the king to read it was not absolute, and it could be fulfilled by 
the leader of the generation; this is also the opinion of Rav Chaim Kanievsky. The Netziv writes that in 
the absence of a king, it was read by the Kohen Gadol. 
 
2) The Minchas Chinuch writes that the mitzvah of hakhel (Devorim 31:10-13) requires parents to bring 
their children to Jerusalem, even a kid who is deaf, blind, or lame. However, once such a child becomes 
an adult, he is exempt from the mitzvah, as deaf, blind, and lame Jews are not obligated to participate in 
hakhel (Mishneh Torah Hilchos Chagigah 2:1, Minchas Chinuch 612:4). 
 
3) The Paneiach Raza writes that Moshe became ill five days prior to his death on 7 Adar. This is 
alluded to in the verse הן קרבו ימיך למות – behold, your days are drawing near to die – as the word הן is 
often interpreted to refer to one object, the word קרבו is in the plural which indicates two, and the word 
 .is also in the plural, indicating another two, for a total of five days that he was ill prior to his death ימיך
 
4) The Sefer Hamakneh maintains that the later sins are deemed more severe, for the first two times a 
person at least recognizes he is transgressing Hashem’s will and attempts to refrain from doing so, even if 
his yetzer hara ultimately overpowers him. From this point onward, he no longer respects Hashem’s 
commandment, which renders his actions worse and requires much greater teshuvah to repent for this 
brazen disregard. The Meshech Chochmah and Satmar Rebbe disagree and argue that the primary 
teshuvah required is for the initial transgressions, for once a person becomes accustomed to a sin, he 
forgets that it is forbidden and acts out of habit, not to rebel against Hashem. This position is supported by 
Dovid’s request (Tehillim 79:8): אל תזכר לנו עונת ראשנים – Do not recall against us the first sins, which 
implies that the original transgressions are judged more strictly. 
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"א                                                                                                                                             בוים שליט דה   רב יהו
   

שובהשבת  – וילך   
ֹום ֹוב יַאפ   הְוָחָר  אהַ  ַבּי ְבת   הּו ַז ְסַתְרת   יםַוֲע ה  ֶהם יָפנַ  יְו ָהיָ  ֵמ ֱאכֹ הְו א   לֶלֶֽ ְמָצ ּוּו ּב ֹותָרע ה ר ֹותְוָצר ֹותַר ָאַמ ּי ְו ה ֹוםַּב אַה  לַע  אֲהֹל ּו

ֵא  י־ י יןכ ֶֽ ּב   ֱאֹלַה ְר יְמָצא יְּבק  ֶלה ֹותָהָרע ּונ  ֵאֶֽ ק) :ָה א פר וק ל ז פס  (י
  
In וילך שת  רבינו tells ה' we read of how פר שה  אל ,that after he dies מ שר  and ה' will begin to forsake כלל י
serve זרה דה  ו 'הסתר פנים will go into ה' ,When that happens .עב  mode’. 'ה will act as if he doesn’t hear 
our cries or see our pains. The result of this נים ו  will be הסתר פ אה מצ עות"ו ות  ר רותרב "וצ . We will find many 
bad ות ות and רע וק The .צר וני " continues that we will say פס מצא קרבי  קי ב אל א על כי אין  עותהל אלה" הר ה  – 
it is because 'ה is no longer with us. That is why these ות   .came רע
The obvious question is, at first we found ות ות and רע  and after we proclaimed that it is happening ,צר
due to the נים ות suddenly we only have ,הסתר פ ות and not רע ות What happened to the .צר  ?צר

I heard two מהלכים from רמו" "א "ר הג שליט מן  יצחק הל .  
The וי מרא answers as follows. The בית הל יגה ה.) ג וחנן tells us that when (חג וק read this רבי י  .he cried פס
The 'מ ות explains that ג וצר ות  ות refers to when a person has two different רע ו לזו which are רע ות ז  .צר
This means that the kind of ות  that we will have is the type that if you heal or deal with one, it will רע
aggravate or worsen the other one. The מרא  gives as an example, one who is stung by a wasp and a ג
scorpion in the same spot. The way to deal with the wasp sting is to apply a cold compress. Yet, the way 
to deal with the scorpion sting is with hot compresses. If you apply the cold compress, the scorpion sting 
will worsen. If you apply the hot compress, the wasp sting will worsen. Aside from the fact that there 
are ות ו לזו the big problem is that they are ,רע ות ז  .There is no way to deal with them .צר
We often find ourselves in what we call a ‘catch 22’. The קר רב ריס  .would compare it to a short blanket ב
If you cover your head, your feet will be cold. If you cover your feet, your head will be cold. So often, 
we hear people say, “I’m stuck - doomed either way”.  
But, who is stuck? We are. 'ה is never stuck. Although we are incapable, He is always capable.  
This is why the וק ות begins by saying that when we do פס יר ות we will find עב ו לזו that are רע ז רות   – צ
incurable hardships. Yet, after we realize that it is 'ה who delivered to us these hardships, we know that 
there really is no such thing. So we are left with ות ות hardships, but not – רע  because everything is – צר
curable when we turn to 'ה. 
שך רב  קדמה in the) ה שים קדושה to the ה ק נ זרי חל בי ע ות explains differently. He says that (א  means רע
difficulties. ות ר pain, rather - צער doesn’t mean צר  narrow/tight/depressed. When one experiences – צ
ות  the common reaction is depression. His spirts are broken; his world turns black. The pains are from ,רע
מונה The depression comes from a lack of .ה'  When we forget Who gave us our pains we become .א
depressed. As soon as we remember that it is all from 'ה, who loves us more than we can fathom, the 
depression disappears and only the actual difficulty remains. Therefore, the וק  begins that at first we פס
find ות ות and רע ריםי We are hit with .צר ו ס  and we may become depressed or angry. But after we 
acknowledge that it is all רבי "על קי בק אל "כי אין   – because 'ה chose to act with הסתר פנים, we are no 
longer depressed. We are only left with ות   .difficult challenges to overcome – רע

We just began a new year. Our רים  didn’t suddenly turn into honey. You checked your bank account יסו
and no, there was no anonymous donor of $50,000. And your car is still making those noises. And you 
came to work on ום גדליה  .and your boss is unfortunately still your boss. The challenges are still there צ
We are given two reminders. 1) Only we are stuck. If we turn to 'ה, there is no such thing as an impossible 

שלם תובב"ע                  כול ירו ש א רמת  ל בית תפילה'  קה אל ידי '  
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situation. He will always bring a ועה  Even when we are apportioned with difficulties, there is no (2 .יש
room for depression. Knowing that the challenges are from our מים הרח  gives us the strength to focus ,אב 
on the purpose of the challenges and rise above them. It’s not a צר, it’s a צער. It’s not here to depress 
us. It’s here to build us. To make us greater people. 

שה כה למע  הל

ור פ  ערב יום כי
 תפילות
 On ור ום כיפ רית at ערב י ר לת one does not say ,שח ו זמ וןמ ודה, תחנ  and מנצח   .ל

 מלכנו ו  ור is also not said unless אבינ ום כיפ ד סע' ב') .שבת is on י תר" ס'   (שו"ע 

Eating  
 There is a מצוה to eat and drink on סק"א) .ערב יום כיפור סו ם ומ"ב    1.מצוה Women too, have this (שו"ע ש

 According to some opinions, this מצוה begins the night before. (א ס"ק י" צ  סק"ב ושעה" סו   (ע' מ"ב 

 Two meals should be eaten. The first is eaten in the late morning and the second (the קת מפס ודת   (סע
after מנחה. This is in place of the two ות "ט that are normally eaten on סעוד   .יו

 The meals should be fleishig, yet preferably chicken and not meat. (ז " ס"ק ט ד' ומ"ב  סע'  תר"ח  ס'    (שו"ע 
 There’s a מנהג to also eat fish at the first meal. ( סע' י"ח) ד  תר" ע, מט"א  תו תשובו סקי  . ' פ ת הוא שירו סגולה לע ד  

 There’s also a מנהג to eat ‘kreplach’ (ground chicken wrapped in dough). ) מהרי"ח טי  ליקו ( 

 Many use שנה נה )  .at both meals לחם מ נו יו רבי ם מש"כ  .לקיי ת יו"ט של יו"כ ד סעו ם ה במקו וי  ת ערב יו"כ ה דו סעו (שה  

 One should only eat easily digestible foods on כ"   2.יו"כ so that he doesn’t feel too full on ערב יו

 Additionally, at the קת מפס ודת   one should not eat hot dairy products, garlic, or eggs.3 ,סע

וה  מק
 All men over וה מצ וה should go to the בר  רב יו"כ on מק ( )שו"ע .ע ול ה יכ ד" לכה  ד' וע' ביאור ה סע'  תר"ו  ס'   

 It is best to go from one hour before ות ס"ק כ"ו .חצ פ"א  תק ס'  מ"ב  ()ע'   

 One should immerse himself three times. (א ס"ק כ"  (מ"ב 
 Some people have the מנהג to remove all ות  foreign objects or substances that adhered to the) חציצ

body).4 Examples include dirt under one’s nails, band-aids, etc. One should cut his nails and brush 
his teeth. Those who don’t have a נהג ) .to do this, don’t need to מ ממו"ר  תי  אכך שמע " ליט ביץ ש "י ברקו הגר ) 

Jewelry 

 One should not wear jewelry other than what is normally worn during the week. תר"י ס'  ( )מ"ב  ו ס"ק ט"  

 Even concerning weekday jewelry, one should not wear gold other than the standard wedding rings. 
ד) ת"י  בכ ורעק"א  זהב  יה מ ממוהעגל ה תי  שמע . וכן  ניגור ס נעשה  ן קטגור  יט”ר הגר”אי של ביץ  (א”י ברקו  

Leaving Food on the Flame 
On כ" ו רב י  one may not leave food in the oven or on the stove in order to have it ready to eat after ע
"כ ו   .This is true even if one uses a blech or crock-pot 5.י

ודת קת סע מפס ה   
 After eating the מ קתסעודת ה פס  one says ות מעל ר ה ( .שי סע' ב' תר"ח  ס'  א   )מט"
 One who wishes to eat or drink after bentching should verbally stipulate before he bentches that 

his bentching should not be considered an acceptance of the fast. דיעבד  one who didn’t stipulate ,ב
may continue to eat until he accepts upon himself the fast. ( ס' סע' ג' שו"ע  ס"ק תר"ה  ב  ב ומ" י" ) 

Visit our website: beistefillahramateshkol.org 

                                                           

ת רע 1 ייב ע' שו" מ"מ ח ו"כ  נה בי תע נו מ י שאי פילו מ ם שא ף ש סי . והו ס' קי"ב ס  ת" ת כ ד, ושו" תר" ס'  מה  ל ת ש בחכמ . וע'  זה תפק ב ס שמ "ז  ס' ט ק"א 
רה  ' כ"א הע בחג פ ת חג  הלכו ס'  . וע"ע ב רב יו"כ לה בע ת אכי צו 1במ 9. 

ד'. 2 סע'  תר"ח  ס'  . שו"ע  לל תפ שי ה כ תגא שבע ומ יהא  א  די של  כ
א ומ" 3 . ע' רמ" ם זרע מרבי ם  .שה ם  ב ש
ס"ח. 4 א  המט" תב  . וכן כ ס"ק כ"ו מ"ב  משמע ב ס"ו וכן  קל"א  ס'  צשו"ע  ה וכן הוא בק " ם השל ד בש ס" תר"ו  ס'  ת  דע"  כ"כ ה
נראה 5 ד ש ל ועו ך חו צור תבשל ל כ מ דביו" אה  נר ם ש תר"ט משו ס'  תא ) שו"ע  נו ת ב . gluttonכרע ). תר"ט ס'  המגן   וע"ע באלף 
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