
h,nc oa rdhu vnhrmn srhu hct sct hnrt t"v hbpk ,rntu ,hbgu
 cru oumg kusd hudk oa hvhu ygn (v-uf)ohheu kce huv okugk -

   a,hkf,v ,t lt 'vzv inzc ,dvub vbht uz vumn 'ohrufhc ,umn ubhba ubh,arp
kg ,hjyha vhtrc ohrcugaf 'vbvs /ubt ubhbnzc if od lhha vumnv uzn iuufnv
ubt ohkufh 'ogy hkc ej rsdc obhva ohrcs vc aha ubk ohtrb 'ohrufhcv ,arp
vkdn lfcu 'v"cevk vbuatrv u,bt, ,t ahsevk ostv kga rcsv omg ,t ihcvk
cchx v"cev 'uapb ,t ,uhjvk ufrs jhkmva vz tuv v"cev hf u,bunt ,t tuv
tuvu 'gurzku aurjk vnstv ,t sucgk ,ujufv ,t uk i,bu 'vsa uk vhvha uh,uchxc
lf kg uk rheuvk hsfu 'u,ftkn ,t ostv vaga rjt vsav ,cub, ,t jhnmnv vz
thcn h"ara hpfu 'v"cevk uhrp ,hatr ,t thcvku vnhkaurh vkgha hutrv in
ohrcsv ukt sckn lt 'wvcuy hupf lbhtaw rnuk hsf tuv ohrufhcv ,tcv ihbga
,t khmva lht 'okugnu ztn ubh,uct og vaga ouenv hsxj rhfzvk if od ubhuuymb
ohrmnc ubh,uct uscg,aba rjta lhtu 'hnrtv ick ka uh,unhznn cegh ubhbhez
'oh,puncu ,u,utcu sh ezujc othmuv lfcu 'o,cuyk ,ufrgnv ,t v"cev zt ssha
hf ,nt iv 'vagbv ihbgn obht ohrcsv ukt kg vtsuvv hf vtrb vbuatr vycvcu
vn lt 'ouen ka u,cuyc lfc rhfvku 'ouh kfc ,utkpbv uktc rufzk ostv ,cujn

/ohhyrpv ohsxjv kg vsun tuv uc vgav uzc teus ubhbg
rat vubgv ka vjuf rtck vkhj, ohseb ohrcsv ihc raev ,t ihcvk hsf    
vrua vbhfavafa tuv gush vbv 'vbph rat kfc vjkmv ,trk ostv vfuz v,ufzc

vzv ouhv sg gunak ohbztu ,utrk ohbhgu ,gsk ck ofk wv i,b tku
(d-yf)wudu ,gsk ck ofk wv i,b tkuw cu,fv ,buuf ruthc - 

t   ouhv sg /uc ecshku v"cev hsxj ,t rhfvk ',gsk ck ofk wv i,b tku" 'h"ar
vb,huw lkhu ,arpc a"nf 'huk hbck vru,v rpx van i,ba ouhv u,uta 'h,gna 'vzv
ubt ;t 'ubhcr van :uk urntu 'van hbpk ktrah hbc kf utc 'whuk hbc ohbvfv kt
'vhkg lyca hbc ,t yhkan v,t vnu 'ubk vb,hbu vru,v ,t ubkcheu hbhxc ubsng
rnt ,tz kgu 'rcsv kg van jnau 'vb,hb ubk vb,hb ofk tk 'rjn ouh ubk urnthu

/"ouenc ohmpju ohecs o,ta h,bcv vzv ouhv 'wudu ogk ,hhvb vzv ouhvw ovk
 hrcsn 'okut    xxxxuuuu,,,,vvvvoa t,hts 'rjt ruthc ubsnk (ohhbhg h,a v"s :c"k ohrsb) w

kg v"cev ufhknv vkhj,c 'wovrctw ch,fu worctw ch,f 'tct rc hnr rnt" trndc
atru ohhbzt h,au ohhbhg h,a 'iv uktu 'ohrcht 248 kg ufhknv ;uxcku 'ohrct 243

 arhpu '"vhhudvrrrrvvvviiii""""rvzhk u,uarc ova uhrct kg v"cev ufhknv vkhj,c" 'oa 
uhbztcu uhbhgc vtrh ujrf kg hrva 'u,uarc obht ost ka uhbztu uhbhg kct 'vrhcgn
ot hf gnah tku kf,xh tka 'ukt kg ukhpt v"cev ufhknv kunhbaf ;uxcku 'gnah
atru ohhbzt h,au ohhbhg h,a" 'urthc oa wxu,v ukhtu '"kunhba 'vhhudv atr /vumn rcs

 ,uumnva uhbztu uhbhgc ykau vtru gnau 'kunhba 'rctv atr 'vhhudv,umn sjuhncu]

;xuh kg vru,v vshgva unfu 'uhsh hagn kfc vjkmv ,utrk tuv vfuz ostv kg
ostv vfzha hsfu 'wjhkmn aht hvhu ;xuh ,t wv hvhuw (c 'yk ,hatrc) ehsmv
,shnc ehzjvku u,uhxptc rhfvk uhkg kyun vbhfav ,trav uhkg lhanvk
ost snkh okugk :;xuh r"tw (/v vyux) k"zjta unf 'thk, tvc tv hf 'vubgv
'hbhx rv kg u,bhfa vravu ,ugcdu ohrv kf jhbv v"cev hrva 'ubue ,gsn
cr rnt (oa) k"zjt lshtnu /k"fg /(wvbxc u,bhfa vravu ,ucuy ,ubkht kf jhbvu)
iht :tuv lurc ausev rnt 'jurv ,uxd uc aha ost kf :tceug rn tnh,htu 'tsxj

/vubgv ,shn thv vbhfav ,travk ssunva hrv 'okugc rusk ihkufh tuvu hbt
hrv ztu 'uhrufhc ,t ostv thcna vgav uzca vru,v v,mr hf 'k"pt ,tz rutk     
hkf unmgk ie,ha hutrv in zt 'ufrs ,t jhkmva v"cev ka u,cuyc tuv rhfn
v,g ,gk vsun tuv vhkg rat vjkmv v,utk hshn, ouhe vhv, vsh kg rat
vgav uzca hutrvn if kgu 'sh,gc v,ucrvku v,urpvk vchx uz vhv, odu 'utruck
kgu 'v"cev ka uhsxju uh,ugpavk rubhmv thv runtfa rjtn 'vubgk unmg rrugh
ruegk aehc ick hf 'vgrpu ick ka ovhagn ,t rhfzh vgav uzca vru,v v,uum if
rufzhafu 'yhkpu shra ceghn rtab vhv tk ceghk urzga v"cev tknktu 'kfv ,t
kyun vhv ,unst hkg unuhe omga ihch vzn hrva 'u,uhxptc rhfh rcsc ostv
'ohrmnc ohscg f"jt uh,uct uhv f"unfu 'lfc vfz v"cev hsxjn eru 'vkusd vbfxc
ohrcsv ukt lu,nu 'kpau huzc scg tuv od vhv ,ufrgnv ,t v"cev sshaa tkuku
'vzv khjv hk vag hsh omugu hjuf rnuk ,uthmn lhha tk kkfa vrfv hshk tuch
'vubgu vgbfv hshk uthch rcsv vzu ',"hav hsxjn tuv kfv huafgv ucmnu unuhe kfu

/vsacu ,hcc vbph rat kfc vjkmvku vbhfav ,travk vfzh ivh,ucegcu
ohrchtv ,t ,uasenu ,uffzn '[,hrnujv ckv ,krg ,t oh,ruf od vca vkhn
hsf 'kfav hbhg) ohhbhgv ,t w,uj,upw ',ujepn (iv lfcu 'ostv ka ohhrnujv
ohhenv w,ueuktwv ,t r,uhc ,utrk ubhhva ovka iuufnv hpk ovc an,avk

 a"nfu] vthrcv kf ,tyyyy""""aaaaggggccccvvvv'wohnac cmhb lrcs wv okugkw cu,fv ,buuf ,t 
ka ,hyrpv u,jdav ,tu '[vnhhenu vc cmhb ubsug vthrcv ka a",h uruchsa
,uhrnuja iuhf 'kkf vtur vhv tk vz lufhz tkka vn 'hsuvh kf kg oheuktv
ovc an,avk hsf ',uhbjurv) ohhbztvu (uheukt ihck ubhc ,mmuj v,hv uhrcht
vhv tk vz lufhz tkka vn 'wv hrcs ,t r,uhc gunak ubhhva ovka iuufnv hpk
'gunak odu 'uheukt ihck ubhc ,mmuj v,hv uhrcht ,uhrnuja iuhf 'kkf gnua

c rhcxv z"sgu /,hbjurv vru,v hrcs ,t enugk ihcvkwwwwiiiiuuuuhhhhmmmm    ,,,,rrrrttttpppp,,,,wwwwhagns" 'oa 
kf kg v"c u,jdav ,t ,utrk hsf ostv hbhg ,t ,uj,up ',ujepn ,uumnv

 '("vru,v ,u,hnt ,t ihcvk 'gunak hsf uhbzt ,tu z"vugc vagbv yrpwfsfu
rcfa) wvzv ouhv sg gunak ohbztu ,utrk ohbhgu ,gsk ck ofk wv i,b tkuw
o,t ofckc ifku 'ohhrnujv ofhrcht uffszv lfcu 'cr inz vzn ,uumnv ,t o,nhhe
',uyrpc vhkg jhdan tuvau vthrcv kf ,t ohhen u,ueukta vnc ohbbuc,n
,t ohbhcn 'ohgnua o,t ofhbztcu ',tz ohgnuau ohtur o,t ofhbztu ofhbhgcu
'lhbpk intb ucck ,t ,tmnuw ch,f tvs 'ck chaje tk tfv kct '(vru,v ,u,hnt

"/ohnak oka uck rcf vhv vkhnv osuea tnkt '(wvkhn) w,hrcv ung ,urfu

Chacham Rabbeinu Yaakov Culi zt”l (Meam Loez) would say:

     “wlhekt wv jczn ,t vbc, ,unka ohbctw - The holy Zohar writes that Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai told his son that those who

read the Torah in front of the congregation and those who lead the congregation in prayer must enunciate the words they

say clearly. They should not swallow their words, as this is the characteristic of Esav who said to Yaakov, wtb hbygkvw - pour

so that I may gulp down. This is further alluded to in our posuk. The three daily prayers (g"una) contain 19 blessings each,

totaling 57, the numeric value of wjcznw. The words wohbctw must be w,unkaw - whole and complete, when we pray.”
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R’ Avraham Shmuel Binyamin Sofer zt”l (Ksav Sofer) would say:

     “wo,t ,uagk ,tzv vru,v hrcs ,t oheh tk rat rurtw - These words allude to those individuals who maintain that what

Hashem really desires is that a Jew follows in the ‘spirit’ of the Torah, while the actual observance of the mitzvos is only

of minor importance. These people say that the Torah only ‘wants your heart,’ to have kavanah of the meaning of the

mitzvos; a wise and discerning person who understands the meaning of the mitzvos does not need to actually do them.

Therefore, the Torah emphasizes, wo,t ,uagkw - we need to actually fulfill the mitzvos of the Torah through physical

actions. The only means through which the Torah will be upheld is through the strict adherence to its mitzvos.”

A Wise Man would say:

     “The world as we have created it is a process of our thinking. It cannot be changed without changing our thinking.”     

,"ua (3) u:sk hjhu wrp vkta engv (2) ck:m t"n (1)
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t:ubr, gah hsdc (6) t:ubr, cvz ,umcan d"np
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and awe into the hearts of those who see them.”

lynp: R’ Gedaliah Schorr zt”l (Ohr Gedalyahu) quotes

R’ Shimon Shalom of Amshinov zt”l, who would point out

that the posuk quoted by the Gaon uses the phrase, "lnn utrhu"

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (92)
Torah Study vs. Mitzvah Obligations: Hiddur Mitzvah (cont).
After previously explaining the concept of Hiddur Mitzvah, its
unique scenarios and halachos, we must now analyze what to do
if these scenarios clash with Torah learning. For example: is it
proper to spend a great deal of time decorating one’s sukkah, or
weeks, days and hours looking for the most beautiful Arba

Minim, at the expense of Talmud Torah, or when one can get a
perfectly kosher Lulav and Esrog in much shorter time? How far
does Hiddur Mitzvah extend when it interrupts Torah learning? 
Two Types of Hiddur. There are two types of Hiddur. One
which involves only “beauty” (rsv) and there is no question of

kashrus. The other is when there are elements of kashrus which
some poskim elevate and feel are important, even though the
halacha is not according to them. It is a hiddur to acquire an
item that is good according to all opinions. As we see, some
equate this with hiddur, and others say it counts as more than
hiddur. Let us first discuss the hiddur of “beauty” alone. 
Minimal Pushing Away of Learning. It seems clear that shorter
interruptions of learning are permitted because the concept of
Hiddur Mitzvah was also said for Talmidei Chachamim and a
minimal stoppage necessary to find a Lulav, hang some
decorations, and the like, applies to Torah scholars as well. This is
similar to what the Magen Avraham says (1) regarding the rule of

 

    

which literally means, “they shall fear from you.” The

Amshinover Rebbe explained this to mean that the non-Jews

will fear Hashem “because of you” - as a result of the Jewish

people wearing Tefillin on our heads. It is our secret weapon!

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

"og curc" and short interruptions that we mentioned 2 weeks ago.
Longer Interruptions. The Netziv (2) writes that Hiddur Mitzvah

does not justify a long interruption or stoppage of Torah learning.
(He is, of course, referring to people who would otherwise be
learning.) In a similar vein, the Chazon Ish zt”l is quoted (3) as
saying that he only looked for Arba Minim that are kosher and
due to bitul Torah, he did not search for beauty (rsv) in his Arba

Minim. A similar opinion is found in sefer Az Nidberu (4).
Fulfilling More Opinions. If the halacha is lenient but there are
some stricter minority opinions, the Pri Megadim (5) equates this
with the universal concept of Hiddur Mitzvah. He is discussing the
halacha that one should only spend up to 1/3 more for Hiddur

Mitzvah and here too, one should only spend up to one-third more
to fulfill a minority opinion. It seems, therefore, that one should not
cause any bitul Torah for this hiddur, as well. However, sefer
Bigdei Yesha (6), holds that for this type of hiddur, one should
spend even more than 1/3 more, which also might justify more
than just the minimal stopping of learning. 
Conclusion. Many people who spend a long time shopping for an
Esrog and Lulav, do not really know what they are looking for or
whether their item has any beauty or halachic upgrade. It is thus
advisable to look at no more than five of each, choose the one that
he thinks is best, and ask a Rav if it is kosher l’chatchila to make
a beracha on. If the Rav says yes, he should go ahead and use it.



    Although the parsha begins with Bikkurim and appreciating the blessings of the first fruit, it continues with the terrible
curses that will come upon a person who does not follow the ways of Hashem. What is the  connection, and why do we read
these ideas now, right before Rosh Hashana? Well, perhaps it is to teach us that the most important lesson of life is to be happy
and appreciate all the good Hashem bestows upon us, while the biggest curse in life is to be ungrateful. The word "vkke" (curse)
contains the word "ke" (light). One must not take things lightly. In other words, don’t take life for granted! Don’t assume
waking up in the morning is a given. In order to prepare for Rosh Hashana, when we beg Hashem for life, wouldn’t it make
sense that we show Him how much we appreciate the life He has given us? What could be a better way to merit more life?
    One complaint can cause a negative outlook, a second gripe can create a bad attitude and a third can cause a person to make
this his way of life! Being negative and unhappy has a domino effect. Our life circumstances come from Hashem, but the way
we REACT to what Hashem gives us will determine how close we come to Him and what kind of a people we will be! 
    R’ Nachman M’Breslov zt”l writes that if a person complains and says, “Life is so bad. I can’t take it anymore,” Hashem
will respond, “This is bad? This is nothing! I will show you what bad really is!” But if a person says, “Thank you Hashem.
How can I thank You for all the good You give me?” Then Hashem will answer, “This is good? This is nothing. Let me show
you what GOOD really is!” Let’s prepare for the Yom Hadin by making a list of all the good things Hashem has given us and
thank Him. Let’s show Him how happy and appreciative we are and may that be our ticket to a great year filled with blessings.
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       The mitzvah of Bikkurim, with which our Parsha begins, is an expression of gratitude to Hashem for all the good He
has given us. It takes us all the way back to Parshas Bereishis, where the Medrash Raba declares that the world was only
created “Bereishis” - for things that are called “Reishis” (first), such as Bikkurim. The Alshich Hakadosh, finds this
Medrash astonishing and wonders, “What is so great about this mitzvah of Bikkurim that the entire world was created for
it?” He answers, that this Medrash is conveying a fundamental principle on which our entire faith is predicated. Hashem
really has no need for anything that we could possibly give to Him or do for Him, because everything we have really
comes from Him. The only thing we could do for Hashem is show Him our Hakaras Hatov and express our gratitude.
    The Medrash tells us, why was Adam Harishon sent out of Gan Eden? We all think it is because he ate from the Eitz
Hadaas, which was prohibited. But the Medrash goes on to say that the reason was because when Hashem asked why he ate
from the forbidden fruit, Adam Harishon responded, “It’s not my fault! It’s really Your fault! The woman You gave to be my
wife, she gave me from the tree and told me to eat it and I did.”  Rashi on this posuk says: "vcuyc rpf itf". Instead of showing
his gratitude to Hashem for the special wife he was given, Adam Harishon showed his lack of gratitude, which caused him to
be thrown out of Gan Eden. My machshava here is that sadly, like Adam Harishon, many of us do not appreciate the
numerous gifts Hashem grants us so that we may show our gratitude. A husband and wife should remember the joy they
experienced upon finding each other, and recall how fortunate they are to spend their lives together. This Hakaras Hatov will
play an important role in strengthening their bond of marriage and overcoming any periods of discontent that may arise.
    As we approach Rosh Hashanah, our hearts should overflow with gratitude to Hashem for having granted us another
year of life and that will be a zechus for us to merit yet another happy healthy year with our families gezunterheit.                           

 /// rec i,h hn rnt, crgcu crg i,h hn rnt, recc(zx-jf)

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 wudu lsh ktk ihtu ouhv kf ovhkt ,ukfu ,utr lhbhgu rjt ogk ohb,b lh,bcu lhbc(ck-jf)
      The Great Depression was a formative experience for American Jews growing up in the 1930’s. Young Jewish men and
women stood at a crossroads between the vibrant immigrant world of their parents, observant and deeply religious Jews who
prayed three times a day and attempted to keep the mitzvos, and the search for a new American way of life, a life devoid of
Torah and mitzvos, forged against the backdrop of New York’s secular landscape. The Depression decade has generally been
characterized as a period of spiritual stagnation and religious malaise in America, and the numerous shuls, Batei Medrash and
once vibrant synagogues that disappeared during this time are a stark testament to this. During the 1930’s, synagogues
struggled under heavy financial burdens and debts, watched their memberships shrink, and found it difficult to cater to the
new-fangled American Jew. Many closed up entirely and those in existence, saw their minyanim dwindle at a rapid pace.
    Meyer Birnbaum grew up in the Brownsville section of Brooklyn during the Great Depression and joined the U.S. Army in
1942. He earned the rank of Lieutenant and landed at Normandy on D-Day in 1944, and was one of the only Orthodox U.S.
army officers commissioned during World War II. Years later, Lieutenant Birnbaum would speak at numerous events and
schools, regaling his audiences with harrowing tales of his war-time activities and the difficulties he faced growing up. One
such story that occurred to him as a young boy growing up Brooklyn during the Depression, was exceedingly powerful.
     In those days, few young men attended yeshivah or were committed to vigorous Torah observance. Meyer, himself, did
not attend a formal yeshivah; he went to public school, although his parents very much wished to raise him as an observant
Jew. His friends would make fun of his yarmulka, and only a handful attended his Bar Mitzvah. However, that did not deter
him. Meyer was proud of his Jewish identity. In fact, from the time he was old enough, his mother would ensure that he
attended the Mincha service each and every day. Meyer recalled. “Imagine the sight. A young boy coming to pray together
with a group of elderly men who were hanging on to their traditions while their ‘inheritors’ looked for newfound freedoms
outside the walls of the synagogue. Even the men who came to pray were mostly there to recite Kaddish for a dearly departed.” 
     As young Meyer entered the portals of the synagogue for his very first Mincha, many of the elderly regulars’ eyes widened
in amazement. Their shock turned to pity as they assumed that the young boy came to shul for the same reason that most of
them came and for the very reason that they prayed their children would one day come - the sole purpose of saying Kaddish.
     The moment came when the Kaddish Yossum, the mourner’s Kaddish, was to be recited, and the congregation began in
a cacophonous unison the hallowed words, “Yisgadal V’Yiskadash Shmei Raba.” Little Meyer Birnbaum just stared up
into space, waiting to answer the first responsive Amen. He was startled by the jab in his ribs by a crooked finger, which
left his side searing in pain, and quickly began pointing to the correct place in the prayer book.
     “Nu!” shouted the old man at him, “They are saying Kaddish!”
     “I know that they are saying Kaddish!” answered Meyer, still stinging from the poke in his side.
     “So, what are you waiting for?” urged the old man, “Why aren’t you saying along!”
     Meyer did not understand where the conversation was heading. But he had no time to think of a valid response when
another old man looked his way, motioning for him to join the mourners in the Kaddish recitation.
     Practically in tears, the little boy screamed out, “But I am not supposed to say Kaddish! My parents are alive and well!”
     “Your parents are alive?” asked the old-timers incredulously. They could not believe their ears.
     “Yes, thank G-d, they are both alive! Why do you think that they are dead and that I should say Kaddish?”
     The group of old-timers gathered around him as the final Amen was said and explained their actions. “We could not
imagine someone your age coming to shul for any other reason!” From that day forward, Meyer was a celebrity in the shul
and the congregants looked forward to seeing him every day by Mincha. Meyer’s religious fortitude stood him in good stead
for the rest of his eventful life.                                                                                                                                                                    
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     The Sifri teaches that it is because of the reward of the
mitzvah of Bikkurim that Klal Yisroel were zoche to go into
Eretz Yisroel. On the first night of Selichos, we recite the
following: “Raise Your mighty, right hand to act valiantly, for
the sake of the righteous one who was bound and in whose
stead a ram was slaughtered; shield his descendants as they
cry out to you while it is yet night, hear our cry and our
prayer.” We ask Hashem to listen to our tefillos which we
are davening while it is still night, in the zechus of Akeidas
Yitzchok. What is the significance of davening at night? 
     R’ Moshe Teitelbaum zt”l (Beirach Moshe) explains
that the lifeline of everything in this world comes from
Hashem. One who breaks his natural tendencies and follows
the will of Hashem, will merit life in this world and the next.
     EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
        THE MIDDAH OF .... dddddkkkkkxxxxxrrrrrddddd

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

Although human nature is to sleep at night, the chachamim
established that we say Selichos specifically while it is still
dark at night; in the zechus that we are breaking our nature to
perform avodas Hashem, our tefillos should be accepted. 
     Avraham Avinu, the quintessential “Ish chessed” went
against his nature and was prepared to slaughter his son to
follow the will of Hashem. We daven that just as the Akeidah
is a great zechus because it went against Avraham’s nature,
our nocturnal supplications - the result of us breaking our
natural desires - should also be worthy of being accepted. 
     The mitzvah of bikkurim, bringing the first fruit to the
kohen, goes against the nature of a person. He so much wants
to enjoy the fruits of his labor. This is natural. But instead, he
gives it to the Ribono shel Olam; he does not keep it for
himself. It is in the zechus that Klal Yisroel goes against their
characteristic tendencies to give away their first fruits to
Hashem, that we were zoche to receive the Land of Israel.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF     
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: It is told that the Vilna Gaon zt”l was once imprisoned
on trumped-up charges, but he was so immersed in his
learning that he was barely aware of his surroundings. His
talmidim, seeing that their Rebbe was doing nothing about
his plight, sent R’ Chaim Volozhiner zt”l to visit him in jail
and urge him to act on his own behalf. R’ Chaim said, “The
Rebbe is in danger of death; they wish to execute him! They
want to disgrace him, Klal Yisroel, and the Torah. They want
to burn the Rebbe together with the lowest, vilest criminals.”
   The Gaon cried, “No! That would be a real chillul Hashem.”
   Soon, the Gaon was taken before the court for his final

sentencing. The Gaon was wearing his tallis and tefillin,
which he habitually wore all day. As he stood before the
judges, he uncovered his tefillin. The non-Jewish judges
were immediately struck with terror. “Let him go! He is
free!” they shrieked. “We cannot keep an angel in jail!”
    The talmidim were incredulous over the miracle that had
taken place. But the Gaon dismissed their reactions. “The
Torah tells us, ‘All the nations of the earth shall see that

Hashem’s Name is called upon you, and they shall fear
you.’ Chazal tells us that this refers to the Tefillin shel

Rosh,” he explained. “Tefillin have the power to strike fear



FINDING CONTENTMENT II
Reproduced from "Living Kiddush Hashem" by Rabbi Shraga Freedman, 

with permission of ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications. 
 
A yungerman in Eretz Yisrael was once knocking 
on doors in a secular moshav to ask if anyone was 
interested in learning Torah. At one house, the man 
who answered had been enraged by a recent incident 
in which chareidim burned an Israeli flag. “I don’t 
want to have anything to do with people who burn 
our flag!” he thundered.

The yungerman responded gently: “Before we speak 
about that, let’s sit down and learn a little. I will 
discuss it with you later.”

When they finished learning, the man had only one 
question: “Will you come back again?” He did not 
bring up the issue of the flag burning again.

When Rav Elya Svei zt”l was told about this incident, 
he remarked, “The man’s change of heart certainly 
had to do with experiencing the beauty of the Torah, 
but I am certain that was not the only reason. The 
encounter with that yungerman, and the exposure to 
his pleasant and sweet personality, certainly must 
have had a good deal to do with that change.”

This is the key to having a positive influence on our 
children, our students, and everyone else. The way 
to make Hashem and His Torah beloved to others 
is to demonstrate that the Torah can be a source 
of contentment. When people are exposed to true 
happiness, they will learn not to be fooled by cheap 
substitutes. If our children perceive how sweet and 
pleasant a life of Torah can be, they will not exchange 
it for the world. 

DAYS OF PREPARATION
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher. 

Again and again, the Torah stresses that Moshe spent three periods of forty 
days and forty nights with Hashem, without eating or drinking: before the 
giving of the first luchos, after Cheit Ha’eigel, and before the giving of the 
second luchos. These three periods of preparation, before the two givings of 
the luchos and before Hashem’s forgiveness, are profoundly significant.

During these days, Moshe's mind focused on the most sublime of all 
relationships. The forty days that led to the supreme revelation in particular 
(Shemos 33:12) elevated him to the level appropriate to that revelation. The 
impact on him is beyond our understanding. We can, however, consider the 
impact of these periods on the people waiting for their leader.

There was a considerable interval between Matan Torah and the receiving 
of the luchos. Matan Torah obligated the people to fulfill the Torah, 
whereas the luchos were intended to transform the people themselves into 

In this bracha, we ask Hashem not to send us away empty-
handed, reaffirming our belief that He has been listening to all 
the previous brachos. One may include private requests after the 
words “al tishiveinu,” and the Gemara states that a person who 
does not clearly does not realize what it means to plead with 
Hashem for his needs. We have already asked for knowledge, 
forgiveness, health, and parnassah in a general way, but when a 
person has a personal problem, it's only natural that he would 
want to request a specific yeshuah. Neglecting to do so indicates 
that he doesn't appreciate the opportunity to speak to Hashem. 

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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the Torah’s representatives. The Torah was 
entrusted to them, for their own sake and the 
sake of mankind, but this trust was based on the 
assumption that they would stand firmly on the 
basis of the Torah.

This was the purpose of the forty days: each 
individual was to work on his character, 
internalize what he had heard, strengthen 
himself in the loyalty expressed by naaseh 
v’nishma, and resolve to be faithful to the spirit 
commensurate with kabbalas haluchos. Moshe’s 
absence should have impelled each individual 
to become a representative of the Torah in his 
own right. The smashing of the luchos showed 
that they failed that first test.

After Cheit Ha’eigel and the execution of the 
guilty, the people were conscious of their guilt. 
They removed their ornaments, averting the 
annihilation they deserved and paving the way 
for the renewal of their relationship with G-d 
and the great mission of their future.

But this consciousness was not enough. 
Momentary remorse is never enough to erase 
guilt—work on one’s character is required. One 
needs the help of G-d’s grace, and the miracle of 
kapparah, which buries past guilt. And for this, 
too, a period of forty days was granted.

Moshe was promised that the relationship 
between G-d and the people would be renewed, 
that he would receive new luchos beside the 
broken ones. Once again, forty days were 
assigned. This time, the nation passed the test 
of separation from Moshe, and worked its way 
up to a level commensurate with its destiny.

G-d does not change the Torah to accommodate 
man’s mistakes. There are only two choices: to 
leave the Torah, or to return to it. Not reform 
of the Torah but reform of ourselves to meet its 
standards—that is our task for all time.  

DISASTER AND RENEWAL
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

After Uziyahu was stricken with tzaraas, his son Yosam governed in his place, 
continuing to reign after his father’s death. Yosam was the only king of Yehuda 
about whom the navi never reported anything negative, but the good days 
ended with his death. His son, Achaz, was the opposite. Achaz’s 16 years on the 
throne were an era of corruption and open wickedness never seen before. He 
worshipped the Baal, imitated all the abominations of the nations around, and 
was the first king to sin with the intention of deliberately spiting his Creator.

Chazal say that he was called Achaz, which means “to grab hold,” because he 
grabbed hold of the shuls and study halls and locked them up, so that children 
could no longer learn Torah. “If there are no lambs, there will be no sheep,” he 
reasoned. “If there are no sheep, there will be no more herds. If there are no 
herds, there will be no shepherd.

“If the little children don’t learn, there will be no more mature talmidim. If 
there are no mature talmidim, there will be no chachamim. If there are no more 
chachamim, there will be no more elders. If there are no zekeinim, there will be 
no nevi’im. If there are no nevi’im, Hashem will not rest His Shechina among 
them.”

The navi Yeshaya told Achaz that he would continue to learn with his talmidim, 
and that no matter what, the Torah would survive—“I hope to Hashem Who 
hides his face from the house of Yaakov.” The mention of Hashem hiding his face 
refers to the pasuk that says that even when Hashem hides His face from us, the 
Torah will still be around to bear witness. The Torah is forever; it will never go 
out of business.

This has been the pattern of history for the last 3,000 years and more. When 
the nations decree annihilation, somehow we survive. When they ban the study 
of Torah, even if they are temporarily successful, there is always a revival, and 
the Torah is restored in full force. This happened in the times of the Greeks 
and Chanukah. The Romans made similar decrees, but the Torah continued 
on. When Rabbi Akiva’s 24,000 talmidim died, he taught five new students who 
restored the state of learning to klal Yisrael.

In our times, after the churban of European yeshivos, there was an 
unprecedented rebirth. Such is our guarantee from Hashem. And that is what 
happened when Achaz threatened to extinguish the Torah—along came his son 
Chizkiyahu and made an extraordinary revival.  

THIRSTY TREES

Why do different plants have different kinds of leaves?

Leaves vary in size and shape, depending on their surroundings—in areas with abundant water, 
leaves are thin and broad to maximize the amount of sunlight absorbed. In dry climates, the need 
to conserve water outweighs the benefit of more light, so Hashem equipped these plants with 
needle-shaped leaves and thick wax coatings that enable them to conserve water. Water loss can 
be life-threatening, so on very hot days, small holes in the leaves close up to keep the water in. And 
in the winter, when sunlight is weak, broad leaves fall off to prevent unnecessary water loss.  

Adapted from Fundamentals of Life Science by Rabbi Yaakov Lubin
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  THE DESTINY OF THE JEWS

At the end of a long prophecy of 
what will befall us if we don’t 
follow the ways of HASHEM, the 

Torah seems to lay the blame on one issue: 
because you did not serve HASHEM, your 
G-d, amid gladness and goodness of heart 
when everything was abundant. It seems 
the pivotal point of these two extremes is 
based on simcha.-- Implying that serving 
HASHEM with happiness is critical to 
our success as a nation. 

Rabbeinu Bachya explains that this is 
because the mitzvahs must be done with 
joy and complete devotion. When the 
mitzvahs are done without joyfulness, 
they are lacking in their effect, and this 
can be part of the spiral downward. 

He then gives an example of a mitzvah that 
wasn’t done with complete motivation. 
The Medrash tells us that when Reuvain 
attempted to save Yosef from his brothers, 
he said, “Let us put him in the pit.” 
His intention was to buy some time to 
eventually save him. However, had he 
realized that he would be recorded in 
history as the one who saved Yosef, he would 
have put him on his shoulders and carried 
him home to his father. From here we see 
the importance of doing a mitzvah with 
complete dedication and commitment. 

  THE POWER OF SIMCHA

This Rabbeinu Bachaya is difficult to 
understand on two levels. First, how can 
the Torah command me to be happy? 
Being happy isn’t an emotion that we 
can turn on and off like a light switch.  
And second, how can we compare the 
effect of doing a mitzvah joyfully to the 
case of Reuvain? We are well aware that 
honor is one of the most powerful driving 
forces in the human condition. Granted 
Reuvain was a tzaddik, but the fact that 
he would have been titled the savior of 
Yosef for eternity is something that would 
propel a man to extremes. How can that 
be compared to something as minor as 
joy in the performance of a mitzvah?  

The answer to these questions can best 
be understood through a different 
perspective.  

  IF I WERE A RICH MAN

Sheldon G. Adelson, is the owner of Las 
Vegas Sands Corp. In 2003, his net worth 
was ranked at 1.4 billion dollars. While 
that is an impressive sum, it didn’t put 
him anywhere near the richest people in 
the world. However, when he took his 
company public, a rather interesting thing 
happened. His personal wealth increased 
by 750%. By 2004, his personal worth 
had increased to over 20 billion dollars, 
making him the fifth richest man in the 
world. Forbes magazine estimates that over 
those two years, Adelson’s fortune had 
been growing by $1 million every hour. 

Imagine for a moment what it must feel 
like to know that your wealth is increasing 
at that rate. You sit down to a leisurely 
lunch and walk away a million dollars 
richer. Open a Gemarah for the daf 
HaYomi – there’s another $750,000. Lie 
down for a Shabbos nap; wake up three 
million dollars wealthier. What it’s like to 
be alive! Every moment I live, I become 
richer, and richer…. I can’t wait…

  I HAVE NO PLANS OF DYING 

The single most difficult concept that we 
human beings deal with is our mortality. 
While we are cognitively aware of it, 
emotionally we just don’t feel it will 
happen. With that emotional blindness 
comes blindness to the value of our 
actions. Since in our operating reality, I 
will never die, then what I do or don’t do 
really doesn’t matter. 

If for a flashing moment, I were to see 
what the World to Come will be like for 
me, I would effectively lose free will. The 
extraordinary accomplishment of one 
mitzvah would so overwhelm me that I 
would be completely and radically different 
— not different physically, not smarter, 
but much more driven to accomplish my 
purpose in life. When Chazal tell us over 
and over again that mitzvahs are worth 
far more than the greatest treasures in this 
world, it is because they had that clarity. 
They understood what it will be like for 
each of us as we regale in our great wealth. 
In that World, we will look back at every 
chance we had to grow as the greatest 
opportunity ever given to man. We will 
look back at our mitzvahs, and they will 
bring us far more joy than earning than a 
million dollars an hour.  

This seems to be the answer to Rabbenu 
Bachya. One of the greatest motivators in 
the human is enthusiasm. That enthusiasm 
is based on a value system. If I value 
money, I will be driven to pursue it, and 
the acquisition of it will bring me great joy. 
If I gain a deeper perspective on life, then 
I experience elation, knowing that my net 
worth in the World to Come is growing at an 
incredible rate. My investments are paying 
back in spades. That excitement is one of the 
most powerful motivating forces — equal 
even to kavod. With it, a person can reach 
great heights. Without it, a person’s avodas 
HASHEM can become stale and lose its 
potency, thus beginning a downward spiral. 

Ultimately, joy is a great force that both 
allows a person to enjoy his short stay in 
this world and propels him to achieve the 
greatness for which he was created.

R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

The 
Mitzvah to 
be Happy  
g

“Because you did not serve 
HASHEM, your G-d, 

amid gladness and goodness 
of heart when everything 

was abundant.”  
Devarim 28:47
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Now You Know 
EEEEleven blessings and leven blessings and leven blessings and leven blessings and eleveneleveneleveneleven    curses curses curses curses 

were given on the mountainswere given on the mountainswere given on the mountainswere given on the mountains    of of of of GrizimGrizimGrizimGrizim    
and and and and EEEEiiiivalvalvalval. . . . Though the blessings were Though the blessings were Though the blessings were Though the blessings were 
proclaimed, they are not written in the proclaimed, they are not written in the proclaimed, they are not written in the proclaimed, they are not written in the 

Torah. Only the curses are listed and Torah. Only the curses are listed and Torah. Only the curses are listed and Torah. Only the curses are listed and 
from them we infer what the blessings from them we infer what the blessings from them we infer what the blessings from them we infer what the blessings 
were.were.were.were.    

HadHadHadHad    the blessings the blessings the blessings the blessings alone beenalone beenalone beenalone been    
mentioned, a person might think that mentioned, a person might think that mentioned, a person might think that mentioned, a person might think that 
ifififif    he acted in a way that deserved he acted in a way that deserved he acted in a way that deserved he acted in a way that deserved 

blessing he would get it, but if he blessing he would get it, but if he blessing he would get it, but if he blessing he would get it, but if he 
didndidndidndidn’’’’t he would simply not get the t he would simply not get the t he would simply not get the t he would simply not get the 
blessing. blessing. blessing. blessing.     

The Torah wanted to teach us that The Torah wanted to teach us that The Torah wanted to teach us that The Torah wanted to teach us that 
thisthisthisthis    is not the case.is not the case.is not the case.is not the case.    If one violates If one violates If one violates If one violates 

these these these these ““““blessedblessedblessedblessed””””    behaviors, he is to behaviors, he is to behaviors, he is to behaviors, he is to 
be punished with tbe punished with tbe punished with tbe punished with the curse.he curse.he curse.he curse.    

If we look at the curses through the If we look at the curses through the If we look at the curses through the If we look at the curses through the 
same prism, a same prism, a same prism, a same prism, a fabulousfabulousfabulousfabulous    message message message message 
emerges!emerges!emerges!emerges!    One who, for example, One who, for example, One who, for example, One who, for example, 
moves the border of his neighbormoves the border of his neighbormoves the border of his neighbormoves the border of his neighbor’’’’s s s s 

property is cursed. But one who does property is cursed. But one who does property is cursed. But one who does property is cursed. But one who does 
NOT do it is blessed!NOT do it is blessed!NOT do it is blessed!NOT do it is blessed!    

One who does NOT have aOne who does NOT have aOne who does NOT have aOne who does NOT have annnn    illicit illicit illicit illicit 
relationship with a relativerelationship with a relativerelationship with a relativerelationship with a relative    gets a gets a gets a gets a 
blessing as if he had done a positive blessing as if he had done a positive blessing as if he had done a positive blessing as if he had done a positive 
actionactionactionaction!!!!    

The Gemara (Kiddushin 3The Gemara (Kiddushin 3The Gemara (Kiddushin 3The Gemara (Kiddushin 39b) tells us 9b) tells us 9b) tells us 9b) tells us 

that one who sits and does not sin is that one who sits and does not sin is that one who sits and does not sin is that one who sits and does not sin is 
rewarded as if he did an active rewarded as if he did an active rewarded as if he did an active rewarded as if he did an active 
mitzvah (if the sin presented itself mitzvah (if the sin presented itself mitzvah (if the sin presented itself mitzvah (if the sin presented itself 
and he was saved from it.)and he was saved from it.)and he was saved from it.)and he was saved from it.)    

When opportunities to sin assail us, When opportunities to sin assail us, When opportunities to sin assail us, When opportunities to sin assail us, 

let us remember that HaShem is let us remember that HaShem is let us remember that HaShem is let us remember that HaShem is 
waiting to shower us with blessing if waiting to shower us with blessing if waiting to shower us with blessing if waiting to shower us with blessing if 
we donwe donwe donwe don’’’’t stumble, and that should t stumble, and that should t stumble, and that should t stumble, and that should 
enable us to enable us to enable us to enable us to rise to the challenge.rise to the challenge.rise to the challenge.rise to the challenge.    

Thought of the week:  
If you see a sign that says, 
“You Are Here,” ask yourself, 
“Why?” 

(G:WK  OYRBD) „...WYLA TRMAW OHH OYMYB HYHY RwA IHKH LA TABW‰  
“And you shall come to the Kohain who will be those days and say to him...” (Devarim 26:3) 

This seems very reminiscent of the verse in Parshas Shoftim (17:9) which tells us to go to 
the Kohanim and the judge who will be in those days. In both cases, the obvious question 
is that one cannot possibly go to the judge of a previous generation because he is not here. 

Chazal teach us that each leader fits the generation and Yiftach in his generation was 
considered the ultimate authority just as Shmuel was in his. If we just learned this lesson a 
few chapters earlier, why repeat it again? The question is further strengthened by the fact 
that in this case, we do not need a ruling. We simply need a Kohain to perform the 
ceremony of Bikurim with the ones who come to offer it. Why would we imagine or wish for 
a different Kohain? 

The various commentaries explain that one might have thought that he should wait for a 
Kohain who is a Talmid Chacham or a family member before bringing his first fruits. Maybe 
he wouldn’t even be obligated to do so with a Kohain of lesser stature. He states to the 
Kohain, “I declare today to HaShem Your G-d.” Perhaps he needs a more righteous Kohain 
because this one may not be as worthy of having HaShem called “his” G-d. 

However, the Torah tells us this is not the case. You go to the Kohain who is there on that 
day and you give him the fruits. He may be a scholar or not, related to you or not, but he is 
the priest of G-d and you respect him as such. 

The lesson here is different than in Chapter 17. There we were discussing a halachic ruling 
and one might suspect that he would have gotten a different answer from a different 
person. We are assured that this leader’s ruling will be inspired by HaShem just as the 
ruling of a different, possibly greater, leader would have been. We do not have to seek out 
someone else to answer our questions. 

Here, however, we are told not to judge whether the Kohain is fit for his own position. 
Instead of asking whether we will get the answer we want, we question whether he is a 
“good enough” Kohain for the job. To this the Torah responds, “You shall go to the Kohain 
who will be there in your days.” If he is there when you come, says HaShem, then that is 
who you are supposed to encounter. He is who I have put into place and you should not 
question My decisions. 

This is a powerful message as we approach the Days of Awe. A person’s fate is decreed 
on Rosh HaShana not just in a general sense, but in a specific one as well. Where we will 
go, what we will do, and who we will encounter are all determined by HaShem. If we are in 
a situation it’s because we are each supposed to be there and do our best in it, rather 
question the plan and wish the circumstances were different. 

Someone was talking to the Ponevizher Rav about David Ben Gurion's virulent enmity 
toward religion, and the policies and laws he enacted against the Torah community. As he 
mentioned Ben Gurion, the person added the words, “Yimach shmo,” may his name be 
erased. This is something generally reserved only for the most wicked of people. 

Immediately, the Ponevizher Rav got animatedly upset and vehemently responded, "One 
may never say such a thing about a Jew, no matter what he is!   

The Torah says that if a man dies with no children, his brother should marry the dead 
man’s wife to carry on the name of the deceased. If G-d says this man’s memory should be 
remembered and his name carried forth, who are you to disagree?”  

©2018 – J. Gewirtz 
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 לרפו״ש ר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה, ור׳ אלטר חיים בן יהודית, ור׳ ברוך מרדכי בן טעסיל, ור׳ אברהם בן רחל, ור׳ מתתיהו חיים בן עטיל  
 ולרפו״ש לאה בת שרה ריבא, ורחל בת חיה ביילא בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 
Yahrtzeits of our 

 ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְשָרֵאל
 כ״ד  אלול

5646 – 5736 

1886 –1976 

״ל ְמְסִקי זַּצַּ יָּן ְיֶחְזֵקאל ַאְברַּ  ,was born in Grodno ,דַּ
Belarus. He learned in Novardok, Telz, Mir and 
Slabodka and was a close ְלִמיד  of R' Chaim תַּ
Soloveitchik. He received ה  at 17 and served ְסִמיכָּ

the ְקִהּלֹות of Smoylan and Smolevich. In 1924, he was 
appointed as the ב  of Slutsk. He fought the communists רָּ
efforts to destroy religion and was exiled to Siberia in 
1929. He was rescued in 1931 and was later invited to 
serve as ב ֵבית ִדין  of London. He agreed on the condition אַּ
that they follow all his rulings. ְמְסִקי יָּן ַאְברַּ  revolutionized דַּ
the UK standards of ְשרּות  In 1951, he moved .יֲַּהדּות and כַּ
to ֵאל ה and became ,ֶאֶרץ ִיְשרָּ ְבֵני  of Slabodka in רֹאש ְיִשיבָּ

ק ִרים Of the 25 .ְברַּ  he wrote, the most well known is ְספָּ
זֹון ְיֶחְזֵקאל א a commentary on the entire ,חָּ  .תֹוֶסְפתָּ

  

 
 

 

Understanding Davening 
 לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל  

ֵבי ֵביֶתָך ֵרי יֹושְׁ … ַאשְׁ  
Praiseworthy are those who dwell in Your house …  

The ְלבּו״ש explains that it is best to begin ְסִליחֹות with the 
praises of ד׳ of ִדיש ִדיש However, since .קַּ  can only be קַּ
said after reciting ְפסּוִקים of נַּ״ְך  was chosen as the ַאְשֵרי ,תַּ
introduction to ְסִליחֹות. Why ַאְשֵרי? The א רָּ כֹות ד:) ְגמָּ  (ְברָּ
teaches us that ַאְשֵרי, when recited [with understanding] 
three times daily, has the power to uplift a person to be 
a א בָּ ם הַּ עֹולָּ א The .ֶבן הָּ רָּ  ַאְשֵרי goes on to say that ְגמָּ
includes the praise that ד׳ is the One Who sustains every 
living being in the universe (פֹוֵתחַּ ֶאת יֶָּדיָך) and its ְפסּוִקים 
begin with each successive letter of the ב-א  except for 
the letter נ. This alludes to the times when ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ  has ְכלַּ

fallen (נֹוֵפל). ד׳ is סֹוֵמְך, He supports and uplifts  ל ְכלַּ

ֵאל   .ְסִליחֹות With this message, we begin .ִיְשרָּ

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Adapted from: 
Rabbi Frand on the Parashah 2 
(with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 But ה׳ did not give you a heart to know…until this very day.    ת עַּ דַּ ֶכם ֵלב לָּ ן ה׳ לָּ ִרים כח:י(.…ְולֹא נָּתַּ ֶזה )ְדבָּ יֹום הַּ ד הַּ עַּ  

ִש״י  ֶזה comments on the words רַּ יֹום הַּ ד הַּ ֵבינּו that when עַּ ה wrote a ֹמֶשה רַּ  all the ,ֵשֶבט ֵלִוי and gave it to ֵסֶפר תֹורָּ
other ִטים ר ִסינַּי came to protest: “We too stood at ְשבָּ ה and received the הַּ  ֵשֶבט Why are you giving your .ה׳ from תֹורָּ
control over it? Tomorrow [i.e. after you die] they will claim that the ה  heard ֹמֶשה belongs only to them!” When תֹורָּ
this complaint, he rejoiced, and said, “This day you have become a people to ה׳, your G-d” (27:9). ֵבינּו  saw this ֹמֶשה רַּ
grievance as a sign that ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ  .ה׳ had reached a new level. They were now passionate about clinging to ְכלַּ
 In all honesty though, the argument raised by the ִטים  seems a little bit petty. Did they really think that ְשבָּ
ה would try to “take control” of the ֵשֶבט ֵלִוי ִטים and not allow others access to it? It seems more likely that the תֹורָּ  ְשבָּ
were just hurt by the fact that the only ה  In other words, they were .ֵשֶבט ֵלִוי was entrusted into the hands of ֵסֶפר תֹורָּ
complaining, “It is not fair! We also want a ה  so ֹמֶשה This argument seems somewhat juvenile. Why was ”.ֵסֶפר תֹורָּ
happy to hear this complaint? 
 R' Baruch Mordechai Ezrachi explains that the small things that trouble a person are the best indicator of 
his spiritual state. ֵבינּו ֵאל fielded many complaints from ֹמֶשה רַּ ל ִיְשרָּ  .in the 40 years they spent in the wilderness ְכלַּ
Some were valid, but many were truly petty. At one point they complained that the ן  could not taste like onion or מָּ
garlic. This indicated that food was too high a priority. When the people came to complain about the placement of 
the only ה ֵאל it showed that ,ֵשֶבט ֵלִוי into the hands of ֵסֶפר תֹורָּ ל ִיְשרָּ  had reached a turning point. They were no ְכלַּ
longer consumed with the trivial issues that once occupied them; they were bothered by the fact that they did not 
have of their own ה  ”.your G-d ,ה׳ saw the change, he said, “This day you have become a people to ֹמֶשה When .ֵסֶפר תֹורָּ
ִש״י ֵאל determined at that point that ֹמֶשה explains that רַּ ל ִיְשרָּ  ה׳ were truly interested in forging a relationship with ְכלַּ
and clinging to Him.  
ֵאל  ל ִיְשרָּ ה and the ה׳ had expressed their genuine interest in ְכלַּ ר ִסינַּי forty years earlier, at תֹורָּ  Is their .הַּ
insistence on having their own ה ה and the ה׳ a more powerful expression of faithfulness to ִסְפֵרי תֹורָּ  than the תֹורָּ
declaration of ע   ?we shall do and we shall hear — נֲַּעֶשה ְוִנְשמָּ
 When the entire ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ ר ִסינַּי stood at ְכלַּ ה ready to receive the הַּ  it was easy for everyone to express ,תֹורָּ
interest in the great gift they were about to receive. The air was charged with excitement as ֹמֶשה descended from his 
meeting with ה׳, and offered ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ ה the ְכלַּ ע The declaration .תֹורָּ  at that point could have been the result נֲַּעֶשה ְוִנְשמָּ

of a temporary spiritual “high,” not an expression of faithfulness. 
 Forty years later, the excitement of ה ן תֹורָּ תַּ ִטים was a distant memory, but the מַּ  still insisted on ְשבָּ

having their own ה  That insistence was positive .ה׳ with which to maintain a personal connection to ִסְפֵרי תֹורָּ
proof that the Jewish people were — and will always be — ה׳’s people. 

 

 

When relating a ִחדּוש or 
explaining a א  after toiling ,תֹוֶסְפתָּ
for years and finally bringing 
out the light,  ְמְסִקי יָּן ְיֶחְזֵקאל ַאְברַּ דַּ
״ל  would insist he has proof זַּצַּ
that his words are clear and 
true. "Because I told my 
Rebbetzin, Raizel, the ִחדּוש and 
she agreed." Surprised, his 
listeners wondered why the 
Rebbetzin's consent was the 
deciding factor on a ט  in a ְפשַּ
difficult א יָּן The ?תֹוֶסְפתָּ  smiled דַּ
and answered, "If I could 
explain it so well that even the 
Rebbetzin understands, that is 
the sign that my words are 
correct and can be printed in 

my ֵסֶפר." 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל

טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל״נ לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ ר׳ שמואל מנחם משה בן ר׳ יצחק הכהן ז״ל, לע  
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א

  

 

״ל ְמְסִקי זַּצַּ יָּן ְיֶחְזֵקאל ַאְברַּ  דַּ
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PAI NEWS 
 
Due to tragic events taking 
place in ארץ ישראל and around 
the world, please try to say 
extra תהלים for אחינו בני ישראל in 
all of our תפלות and before/
after all of our learning and 
doing מצות. Every תפלה counts! 
In the זכות of the collective 
תינוקות של בית  of מצות and תפלות

 may we גאנץ כלל ישראל and רבן
be זוכה to the גאלה שלמה בקרוב! 

 

 

  This week’s issue is dedicated by 

Mr. & Mrs. Dov and Miriam Schechter 
 לע״נ ר׳ צבי מאיר בן יהודה ע״ה כ״ד אלול

 ור׳ צבי יעקב בן אברהם ע״ה ומרת שיינדל בת אלימלך ע״ה, כ״ג אלול

 This week’s issue is sponsored by: 

 Family Scherman 
 לע״נ יעקב בן משה אביגדור ז״ל

 יארצייט כ״א אלול תשע״ז

 



 

 :Questions of the week ַרִש״י 
1.The ְפסּוִקים enumerate 11 ֲארּוִרים, which correspond to 11 of the 

ִטים  ?Why ?ֹמֶשה was deliberately left out by ֵשֶבט Which .ְשבָּ
2.How do we know that it can take forty years for a student to 

truly appreciate and understand his ֶרִבי? 

Answers 

 before his death; therefore, he did ִשְמעֹון did not have it in his heart to bless ֹמֶשה .1
not want a curse to correspond to his ֶָּתר) ֵשֶבט ַּס ֵַּכה ֵרֵעהּו ב  .(27:24 — ד״ה מ

2. The (29:3) פָּסּוק that starts ַּעַּת ַּן ה׳ לֶָּכם ֵלב לָּד ַּיֹום  ends with the words  ְולֹא נָּת ַּד ה ע

ֶַּזה ִַּש״י .ה  explains: a person does not fully assimilate his teacher’s ways of ר
thinking until 40 years later (ָֹּבאּו  .(29:6 — ד״ה וַּת

For sponsorship or comments, please call: 718 972 2188 or Fax: 718 506 9633. 

 

ָאֶרץ  ֵמי הָּ ל עַּ אּו כָּ ִרים כח:י(.…ְורָּ ְויְָּראּו ִמֶמךָּ )ְדבָּ  
 … And then all the people of the earth will see [that the name of ד׳ is 
proclaimed over you], and they will revere you. 
 The נָּא ְדֵבי ֵאִליָּהּו ה …  :teaches on these words (ז׳) תָּ נָּו ְבתֹורָּ ם הּוא עָּ ן ֶשָאדָּ ִכי ִבְזמַּ

כּו״ם ִמְתיְָּרִאים ִמֶמנּו, שֶ  עַּ יו, ְוֲאִפילּו הָּ ֲעִשים טֹוִבים ָאז ִאְשתֹו ִמְתיְָּרֵאת ִמֶמנּו ְוֵכן ְבֵני ֵביתֹו ּוְשֵכנָּ ר: נֶ ּוְבמַּ ֱאמַּ

ָאֶרץ  ֵמי הָּ ל עַּ אּו כָּ .…ְורָּ ְויְָּראּו ִמֶמךָּ  … for when a person is humble in his ה  learning תֹורָּ
and his good deeds, then he will naturally be respected by his wife, children, 
neighbors and even gentiles will respectfully fear him as it says, … And then all the 
people of the earth will see [that the name of ד is proclaimed over you], and they 
will revere you. (ִרים כח:י  .  (ְדבָּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Moshe Mordechai Shulzinger ״א ִליטָּ  tells over a story he heard from ,שַּ
his mentor, R' Yechezkel Abramsky, ״ל  :זַּצַּ
 R' Abramsky was sitting at his desk at home. He had just mailed the list of 
חּוִרים  .in England to Her Majesty's Ministry of Defense ְיִשיבֹות studying in all of the בָּ
They would all be receiving their exemptions from service in the Defense Forces of 
Great Britain.  
 In England, this exemption service was done in a very respectful manner. 
The students themselves are not asked to waste their time by coming personally 
for interviews. The Chief Rabbi, who represents the highest level student of ה  ,תֹורָּ
affixes his seal to the list of students, and they are granted exemptions.  
 Suddenly, a distraught woman arrived at the Chief Rabbi's home. She 
immediately began to cry hysterically. She explained that she became a widow a 
few months before, and she was forced to take her son out of yeshiva to be closer 
to her. "He is a very diligent ְלִמיד ֵבית  she went on, and he learns all day long in a ",תַּ

ְכֶנֶסת  But in her ".ְיִשיבֹות near home, no less than the other boys his age do in הַּ
unfortunate situation, she must at least see him at mealtimes and at night when he 
comes home to sleep; something she wouldn't be able to achieve if he remained in 
ה ב She begged the .ְיִשיבָּ חּוִרים to include her son in the list of רָּ  exempt from the בָּ
draft.  
 R' Abramsky explained to the distraught woman that there were 2 
problems: 1) He had already mailed the list to the authorities; 2) Although her son 
was learning as much as any חּור ה בָּ  the Law of the Land only granted ,ְיִשיבָּ
exemptions to those who were part of official bodies of learning. Nevertheless, the 
ב  .understood her plight and sincerely wanted to help רָּ
 He suggested the following: "You open up a ְתִהִּלים and pray from the 
depths of your heart that I be successful in my mission, and I will try my best to 
help you."  
 With no further ado, the Chief Rabbi took his cane and headed straight 
for the office of the Minister in charge of Military exemptions. R' Abramsky was an 
elegant man, and as soon as he entered the Ministry offices, everyone in the room 
stood up in his honor. He was permitted to meet with the Minister in charge 
straight away and he got right to the point, explaining the widow's predicament. 
 "I know," said R' Abramsky, "that what I am asking you to do is contrary 
to the Codex of the Land. However, I want you to know that there is another 
Codex, which is superior to that one and it is called 'the Book of the Heart.' And 
there it is written that one who helps people in distress, especially widows and 
orphans, will be blessed by the A-lmighty in every way possible!"  
 The Chief Rabbi presented the startled Minister with an envelope 
addressed to the student in question and, without waiting for a response, said that 
he hoped the young man would soon receive a positive reply to his request. The ב  רָּ
left the office, returned home and told the widow that he hoped that her prayers 

were answered satisfactorily.  
 Several days later, the former חּור ה בָּ  was the first in the ְיִשיבָּ

country to receive his exemption from the military.  

 *The ִיים ֵפץ חַּ ֲעלֹות continues to list many of חָּ ה associated with the מַּ  ִמְצוָּ
of ת אֹוְרִחים ְכנָּסַּ  that a person enjoys the full reward in ִמְצֹות It is one of the .הַּ
א בָּ ם הַּ ֶזה and yet still will receive the [fruits of the] reward in עֹולָּ ם הַּ  .עֹולָּ

Another ֲעלָּה ֶחֶסד as we find by the ִשדּוִכים is creating מַּ ת הַּ ה of ִמדַּ ה .ִרְבקָּ  was chosen ִרְבקָּ
because of the way she over-extended herself in her ֶחֶסד. The ִיים ֵפץ חַּ  clearly seems to חָּ
be indicating that her unusual act of ֶחֶסד created the ְזכּות that led to her being able to 
join the prestigious and eternal family of ם ָאִבינּו הָּ        .ַאְברָּ

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Review of the ת ֶחֶסד  .is far more extensive and appropriate ֵסֶפר ַאֲהבַּ

A Loving Kindness Moment:  חלק ג׳ פרק א  —ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד  

The ִיים ֵפץ חַּ ֲהִרי״ל quotes the חָּ ת אֹוְרִחים that ֵיש נֹוֲחלין in מַּ ְכנָּסַּ  means showing respect to guests and making הַּ
them feel welcome, irrespective of their status in society. It is applicable even when the guests are ֲעִשיִרים, 

rich, aristocratic people; however, the ִמְצוָּה is far greater, and doubled when preformed with ֲעִנִיים.  
  

Living with the Torah 
A Widow’s Plea 

Story adapted from: Torah MiZion (Rabbi Ben Zion Sobel) 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 כֹות כֹות it is important to consider these ,ֲהלָּ  in the context of ֲהלָּ
the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
 ִהְלכֹות ִעְנָיֵני ְדיֹוָמא: ֶאלּול

 The most preferable time to begin ְסִליחֹות is in the last three hours of 
the night —  the watch before ר חַּ שָּ  .ֲעלֹות הַּ

 There is a well-accepted ג  after midnight ְסִליחֹות to start the first ִמְנהָּ
on מֹוצש״ק. One reason is that we want to begin with the ה   of ִשְמחָּ
ת בָּ ת still dressed in ְסִליחֹות therefore, we should say ;שַּ בָּ  .clothing שַּ

   
During a court case, where ״ל ְמְסִקי זַּצַּ יָּן ְיֶחְזֵקאל ַאְברַּ  was asked to דַּ
give testimony, the judge noticed the title that the ב  had רָּ
written in his own handwriting on the deposition. He noted, "It is 
written here that you claim to be the foremost authority of all 
Jewish Law in the British Empire. Is that true?" The ב  ,replied רָּ
"Yes, Your honor". The judge chuckled and asked, "Rabbi, where 
is your humility?" Looking stern and straight faced, R' Abramsky 

replied, "ִאיְך ִבין ָאנגֶעשװָארן — I am under oath!"  

Sage Sayings 
Source: Sunset — Hanoch Teller (Feldheim) 

 

 
 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
Story adapted from The London Jewish Tribune (Aug. 04) 

 

Dear Talmid, 
 Toward the end of his life, ״ל ְמְסִקי זַּצַּ יָּן ְיֶחְזֵקאל ַאְברַּ  publicly ,דַּ
related the one incident that happened in his youth which he felt had 
changed his life forever: 
 As a young child, his parents sent him away to a special ֵחֶדר, 
which catered to gifted and promising children. The tuition costs of this 
special ֵחֶדר were difficult for his poor parents to manage.  
 On one mid-winter visit home, he noticed with surprise that 
there was no heating in the house. His parents were wrapped up in 
heavy blankets trying their best to endure the frigid Russian winter. 
When he questioned his mother, she sat him down and, with a loving 
smile, explained why the blankets kept her extra warm. 
 She began by saying that his ֶרִבי had needed to have money 
for his own family for winter and insisted that his tuition fees be paid in 
advance for the entire winter.  
 "Your father," she continued, "made a ֶחְשבֹון of all the money 
he had available and realized that if he were to comply with this re-
quest, there would be no fuel to heat the house for the winter. Your 
father did not have to think twice. 'If that is the case,' he said, 'we can 
manage without the extra heating. The winter will come and pass and 
we can always wrap ourselves in a few more blankets, but our 
Chezkelle must go and learn!'"  
 When young Yechezkel saw what ת ֶנֶפש  his parents were ְמִסירַּ
undertaking for the sake of his learning, he was so taken by the special 
sense of יּות ם to give him the opportunity to become a ַאֲחרָּ כָּ ְלִמיד חָּ  It .תַּ
was this, he said, that made him learn even harder and he is sure that 
this helped him to be successful in his learning.  
 My ְלִמיד ְמְסִקי the young ,תַּ יָּן ַאְברַּ  was smart enough to notice דַּ
and appreciate his parent’s ת ֶנֶפש  If you realize and appreciate the .ְמִסירַּ
ת ֶנֶפש  of your own parents, you, too, will have the special ְמִסירַּ
ingredient needed to be successful in your learning! 

רּוְך!  ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו בָּ
  ֶרִבי Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות
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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Ki Savo 5778

Shabbos is Truly a Day of 

Joy 

Introduction 

The commentators grapple with the idea 

that Shabbos is a day of happiness, as we 

recite in Shemone Esrei yismichu 

vimalchuscha shomrei Shabbos vikorei 

oneg, they shall rejoice in Your 

Kingship - those who observe the 

Shabbos and call it a delight. Yet, 

throughout Jewish history, the Jewish 

People have suffered greatly and the day 

of Shabbos was not an exception. In this 

week’s parashah, the Torah discusses the 

consequences that will befall the Jewish 

People if they do not adhere to the 

Torah. It is said (Devarim 28:47) tachas 

asher lo avadata es HaShem Elokecha 

bisimcha uvituv leivav meirov kol, 

because you did not serve HaShem, your 

G-d, amid gladness and goodness of 

heart, when everything was abundant. 

The Gerrer Rebbe, the Bais Yisroel, 

writes that the Gemara (Chulin 101b) 

states that Shabbos is kivia vikyama, 

permanent and stationary. This alludes to 

the idea that despite the fact that the Bais 

HaMikdash has been destroyed, the 

power of Shabbos remains in a 

permanent state for the Jewish People. 

The Sfas Emes writes that the 

destruction was a result of the Jewish 

People not serving HaShem out of joy. It 

then follows that when the Jewish 

People are in exile and lacking 

abundance, and still they serve HaShem 

with joy, they will merit the Ultimate 

Redemption. The Bais Yisroel continues 

by saying that although it is said 

(Devarim 28:65) uvagoyim haheim lo 

sargia, and among those nations you will 

not be tranquil, this refers to the 

weekday. On Shabbos, however, the 

Jewish People will find peace. This idea, 

however, still requires further 

explanation. Have we not seen that even 

on Shabbos the Jewish People have 

suffered? During the Holocaust, Jews 

were at times tortured on Shabbos even 

more than they were tortured during the 

week. How, then, can we always be 

instructed to be joyful on the Holy Day 

of Shabbos? Perhaps the answer to this 

question can be found in our 

understanding of joy and redemption. 

While it is certainly easier to be at rest 

and full of joy when we are not 

persecuted by our enemies, there is a 

concept of inner joy that exists even at 

times of persecution and suffering. The 

Sefarim (Degel Machanei Ephraim 

quoting Tikkunim) write that although 

we read the tochacha, the rebuke that is 

found in this week’s parasha, as curses, 

concealed within the curses are 

blessings. The Bais Yisroel writes that 

one can overcome the curses by cleaving 

to HaShem. This, he writes, is reflected 

in Shabbos, as Shabbos is a blessing, and 

a curse cannot become attached to a 

blessing. It is noteworthy that the end of 

last week’s parasha discusses the 

commandment to eradicate Amalek, the 

nation who attacked us without warning 

when we left Egypt. The beginning of 
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this week’s parasha discusses the 

commandment of bringing Bikkurim, the 

first fruits, to the Bais HaMikdash. 

When one brings Bikkurim, he opens his 

declaration of gratitude with the words 

(26:5) arami oveid avi, an Aramean tried 

to destroy my forefather. Thus, at a time 

of heightened jubilation, we invoke the 

painful memory of destruction and exile.  

The Shabbos Connection 

This is parallel to the idea that is 

reflected in Shabbos, where we 

demonstrate that despite the apparent 

curses that surround us, we are truly 

ensconced in blessing, and the curse will 

never be associated with the blessing. 

Thus, the idea that we must be joyful on 

Shabbos is not just a fantasy, but a 

reality. Shabbos is a day of joy, and 

HaShem should allow us to merit the 

ultimate joy, with the arrival of 

Moshiach Tzidkienu, speedily, in our 

days. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Dror Yikra 

The composer was Dunash ben Librat, 

the famed medieval grammarian and 

paytan who lived from 4680-4750 

(920990 C.E.). He was born in Baghdad 

and, except for twenty years in Fez, 

lived there his entire life. He was a 

nephew and disciple of Rabbeinu 

Saadiah Gaon and was acquainted with 

many of the Sages of his time. Rashi and 

Ibn Ezra quote him extensively. His 

name appears four times as the acrostic 

of the stiches in stanzas 1,2,3, and 6. 

This zemer is a prayer to HaShem to 

protect the Jewish People, destroy its 

tormentors, and bring the Nation peace 

and redemption.  

י ָנָהר ן ְכמֵּ  to the ,ְוַלַמְזִהיר ְוַלִנְזָהר. ְשלֹוִמים תֵּ

exhorters and the scrupulous, give peace 

as flowing as a river’s waters. When the 

entire Jewish world will observe 

Shabbos, the world will be at peace. 

Indeed, the Gemara (Shabbos 118b) 

states that had the Jewish People only 

observed the first Shabbos in the 

Wilderness, no race or nation could have 

assailed them. Hashem should allow us 

to all observe Shabbos properly and 

bring everlasting peace to the world.  It 

is noteworthy that the words  זהו ְוַלַמְזִהיר

 ,תרי"ג equals in gematria the word ְוַלִנְזָהר

alluding to the idea that one who 

observes the Shabbos is akin to having 

observed the entire Torah. 

Shabbos Stories 

All the Healing is in my Wife’s Merit 

At the turn of the 19th century, before 

the First World War, there were still 

great rebbes that could heal; there was 

the Kerestirer Rebbe, Reb Yeshaya. He 

did not place his hands on a person or 

speak - but if you ate food in his house, 

you went away healed. When his wife 

Sarah died, the Rebbe wept terribly and 

would not be consoled. He told the 

Chasidim, “You probably thought that 

people who ate in my house were healed 

because of me. That’s not true. It was 

because of my holy wife, Sarah. Now 

that she’s gone I can tell you. Listen to 

this story of what happened. ‘In our 

younger days we were desperately poor. 
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If we ate one meal a week we would 

have food to eat on Shabbos, but we 

wouldn't be able to have any guests. So 

we fasted from Shabbos to Shabbos. 

Then we had enough food for ourselves 

and for some guests. One week, my holy 

wife was cooking on Friday for Shabbos, 

when a drunkard knocked on the door 

and was invited in. He was reeking of 

alcohol but he said to my wife, ‘I’m 

starving, do you have anything to eat?’ 

We had not eaten that whole week, but 

who knows how long he had been 

without food, and when someone says 

they’re starving, how can you not feed 

them? So my wife gave him from the 

food she had prepared for Shabbos. 

After finishing what she gave him, 

however, he asked, ‘Is there more?’ 

Each time he ate whatever was put 

before him and asked for more, until she 

said, ‘There’s not a crumb left.’ She 

gave him everything she had prepared 

for our Shabbos meals. She gave him 

everything gently and respectfully, 

because she was doing a great mitzvah 

and good deed. She didn’t judge him by 

how he looked or for his crude behavior, 

for who knows what troubles he had 

suffered? “Then this drunkard did 

something unusual. He asked, ‘Can I 

speak to your husband?’ My wife came 

to my room and told me about his 

request and, when I agreed, my wife sent 

him to me. When he came in, he no 

longer smelled and he didn’t appear 

drunk. In fact, his face was glowing, and 

I realized at once that this was Elijah the 

Prophet. He said to me, ‘I only came 

here to bless your wife. Her kindness has 

made a great impression in heaven. But 

we wanted to give her a final test to see 

if she was worthy of the great blessing 

we have in store for her. She passed the 

test.’ “What was the great blessing? It 

was the blessing of healing.” And that,” 

said the Rebbe, “was why the food my 

holy wife served healed whoever ate it.” 

[Mai Ber Yeshayahu, pp. 43-44.]  

When Rebbe Yeshaya of Kerestirer was 

on his deathbed and close to his final 

hours, he called over one of his intimates 

and whispered, “In a little while there 

will be a ‘funeral’ here and many people 

will be coming from far away. So please 

put a very big pot on the stove and boil a 

lot of potatoes, and then cook them with 

a lot of chicken fat, because I want all 

those Jews to have some tasty food after 

their long trip.” [Reshumim Bishimcha, 

p. 360] 

Shabbos in Halacha  

Wringing and Laundering 

 

Two melachos that pertain to washing 

dishes and cleaning spills on Shabbos 

are סחיטה; wringing, and כיבוס: 

laundering. Previously we discussed 

sechita as it applies to extracting juice 

from fruits. Here we will discuss the 

halachos of wringing liquid from an 

absorbent fabric. We will also briefly 

discuss the laws of laundering as applied 

to common situations.  

 

1. Wringing Liquid from a Fabric 

 

A. The Prohibitions 

 

One is prohibited from squeezing out 

liquid from a fabric in which it was 

absorbed. Depending on the person’s 

intentions, this can fall under two Torah 
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prohibitions: If one wrings out a fabric 

in order to salvage the liquid, i.e. for 

washing, he violates the melacha of 

 wringing; if one wrings out a :סחיטה

fabric in order to cleanse the fabric, he 

violates the melacha of כיבוס: laundering.  

There is a significant conceptual 

difference between these two types of 

wringing. In the first case one 

accomplishes the acquisition of a liquid; 

this is similar to extracting juice from a 

fruit. In the second case, one improves 

the quality of the fabric by expelling 

liquid; this is a completely different 

accomplishment. 

 

If one performs wringing with neither of 

these intentions, it is still prohibited by 

Rabbinic Decree. Thus, even if the liquid 

will go to waste and the fabric will not 

be cleansed, one is prohibited from 

squeezing out any liquid.  
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Nedarim 27a) discusses a vow that Reuven made, 
forbidding Shimon from enjoying anything of Reuven's unless 
Shimon ate dinner at Reuven's house. If Shimon or his son 
became ill (requiring Shimon’s care), preventing Shimon from 
eating the meal, the vow would not take effect. The Mishna calls 
this a xbut rsb, since the vow was not intended to apply to such a 
circumstance. Similarly, the Shulchan Aruch (s"uh 232:16) rules 
that if a man betrothed his daughter, promising a substantial 
dowry, and then became impoverished or (Rema g"vt 50:6) died, 
no xbe would be assessed for breaking the Shidduch because these 
would also constitute ihxbut hrsb, for which the Torah does not 
obligate. The Gemara (Berachos 56a) interprets the vkke in the 
Tochachah: rjt ogk ohb,b lh,bcu lhbc (your children will be given 
to another people) as a reference to a stepmother, who was 
traditionally viewed as a foreign oppressor, from the stepchild's 
perspective. Tosafos (Kesubos 4a) cites the story of Yosef 
HaKohen who, at his wife's funeral, arranged to marry her sister, 
in order to spare his children the "curse" of a stranger as a 
stepmother. (The Rema (s"uh 392:3) allows such a Shidduch, even 
during Shiva.) In just such a case, a mother died leaving behind 
two young daughters, and the widower wished to marry his wife’s 
younger sister, who happened to be engaged to someone else. R' 
Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor (ejmh ihg 1:37) ruled to permit the 
sister's Shidduch to be broken, even without her Chasan's 
permission and without assessing a xbe on her father, explaining 
that any vow-like betrothal commitment the father may have 
made would now be deemed a xbut rsb in light of his obligation to 
care for and  protect his grandchildren from a vkke.     

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Where would one be required to Lechatchila split his davening 
between two places, where the full davening is taking place 
validly in both, and no circumstances change in the interim ?      

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Which dishes may be eaten from but only if they are dirty  ?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 122:10) states that if a Jew gave a non-
Jew a plate of food and then came back later for the plate, if there 
are still remnants of the food on the plate, the plate may be used. 
Otherwise, if the plate has been cleaned, we suspect that the non-
Jew washed the plate together with his own plates in hot water, 
rendering it Assur to use.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
If the Shliach Tzibur or Aveil says Kadish quickly without 
pausing after (e.g.) tcr ‘hna ase,hu ksd,h, one should still answer 
Amein at that point, even though tnkgc etc… has already been 
said. The same is true regarding una lurcu tuv lurc after h”tc. 
However, if the remainder of the brocho is so short that saying 
una lurcu tuv lurc will take up too much time and Amein will be 
said after ruchs hsf lu, of the brocho’s end, una lurcu tuv lurc 
should not be said. (vnfjv kmc 5:6)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Sotah 38a) states that when the Kohanim would 
bless the Bnei Yisroel, they would pronounce Hashem’s name as 
it is written (Yud, Kay, Vov, Kay). The Gemara asks for a source, 
suggesting that perhaps a hubhf (alternate name) was used. Tosafos 
quotes the opinion of Rabbeinu Hillel from the Sifri who proposes 
that Elo-kim might have been used. Tosafos however disagrees, 
insisting that as we usually read the “Y-K-V-K” name as Ado-noy, 
that could be the only sensible suggestion of the Gemara. Igros 
Moshe (j”ut 1:32) explains their Machlokes in terms of the 
following question: If a word in the Torah is read (hre) differently 
from how it is written (ch,f), must the word be actually “read”, or 
may one simply utter the correct word without reading or even 
looking at what is written ? For example, where the word vbkdah is 
to be read vbcfah, if a drop of wax were to fall on the word, 
rendering it unreadable, a different Sefer Torah would have to be 
used for the Shabbos reading, since the Halacha is that vbkdah is 
to be “read” vbcfah, requiring the reader to look at the word when 
pronouncing it. However, if the wax were to fall on the “YKVK” 
name of Hashem, Rabbeinu Hillel would hold that no other Sefer 
is required - our utterance of Ado-noy not being the result of 
“reading”, but rather replacing Y-K-V-K, by heart. The Shulchan 
Aruch (j”ut 141:8) rules that the concept of ch,fu hre is one of the 
Halachos given to Moshe on Har Sinai, and that once, when a 
Baal Koray refused to adhere to the rule, he was 
excommunicated. The Magen Avraham (9) comments that even 
though one who reads the hre essentially says the word by heart, it 
is still permitted. Permitted ? It is forbidden to do otherwise ! 
Although one could explain the Magen Avraham to say that all 
ch,fu hre instances may be read without glancing at the Sefer, 
Igros Moshe (j”ut 3:41) maintains that the Magen Avraham  
would definitely have said such a aushj clearly, if that had been 
his intention.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man made plans to travel to Miron for Rosh HaShanah, intending to 
leave his wife and five children in Bnei Brak for the Yom Tov. He 
explained to his wife that he wished to do so to enhance his Ruchnius, 
since he was the Gabbai in the Shul where they lived, and his duties as 
Gabbai would disturb his davening too much. The wife was concerned 
over how she would cope alone for the Yom Tov, as only one of the 
children was old enough to daven, and who would take him to Shul ? 
She asked R’ Chaim Kanievsky SHLITA if she could object to her 
husband’s plan, or should she allow it. R’ Chaim replied that the 
husband’s plan was not proper, not from the standpoint of his duties as 
a Gabbai, and not for his obligations to his family. If he is the Gabbai, 
then he must serve as Gabbai on Rosh HaShanah as well, or else give up 
the position. As to his family, he should pay heed to the Gemara (Succah 
27b) which states: ihbkmgv ,t hbt jcan – this refers to those who do 
not travel away from their homes for Yom Tov. Plus, the mitzvah of 
ldjc ,jnau applies equally to Rosh HaShanah [regarding which, the 
Gemara (Kidushin 34b) states: vjnan vkgc vat].       
P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 
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והיה כי תבוא אל הארץ אשר ד' “ 26:1

  ”אלקיך נתן לך נחלה, וירשתה וישבת בה

“And it will be when you enter the Land that 

Hashem, your G-d, gives you as an 

inheritance, and you possess it and dwell in 

it.”  This is the opening Posuk of this Parshah, 

and the previous Parshas ends with the 

Mitzvah of Mechiyas Amalek.  The Posuk 

begins, “והיה” – with a “'ו” which connects this 

Parshah with the previous one.  What is 

connection between Mechiyas Amalek and 

Bikkurim?  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic and support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph. 

 ”והיה כי תבא אל הארץ“ 26:1 – אדרת אליהו 

– The Posuk prior to this Posuk, at the end of 

Parshas Ki Saitzai, speaks about Mechiyas 

Amalek, the wiping out of Amalek.  Through 

Mechiyas Amalek, it will bring the Yichud of 

the Shem Havayah and the Shem Adnus to its 

completeness in this world.  It is known that 

the Shem Adnus is referred to as “ארץ.”  

 Wipe out the“ – ”תמחה את זכר עמלק“

remembrance of Amalek,” and the 

continuation of that is in the next Posuk, 

כי “ ,is the letters of the Shem Havayah ”והיה“

 The Shem Havayah will come – ”תבא אל הארץ

together with the “ארץ” – the Shem Adnus.  

The Posuk is telling us here that the effect of 

Mechiyas Amalek is that it will be Meyached 

these two Names of Hakodosh Boruch Hu in 

this world.  The complete Name of the Shem 

Havayah is, ה-י-ה-י  which is the Gematria of 

 the Shem Havayah will turn – ”והיה כי“  .30

into the Gematria of כי, the complete Shem 

Hashem in this world. 

   "ושבתה הארץ שבת לד' “ 25:2- מגלה עמוקות 

- The reason for the Mitzvah of Shemitah is so 

that Klal Yisroel should learn Torah.  The 

other six years they need to work their 

vineyards and their fields.  In the seventh 

year, they put aside all of their worries of 

providing sustenance, and learn Torah full 

time.  They have full Bitachon that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu will provide for them. 

 – "ושבתה הארץ שבת לד'" 25:2 – ברך משה 

The land shall observe a Shabbos rest for 

Hashem.  Rashi says that 'שבת לד – means for 

the sake of Hashem, just as it said by the 

Shabbos of Creation. What is the connection 

between Shabbos Bereishis and Shemitah?  

The Medrash says Shabbos is the partner of 

the Torah.  Shabbos is only one day.  What is 

the Torah supposed to do for the rest of the 

week?  Megilah 6b – "יגעתי ומצאתי תאמין"- If one 

says that he has labored in Torah study and 

has succeeded, believe him.  מצאתי means to 

find without effort, while יגעתי means to focus 

and try to accomplish.  How does it make 

sense that if one will labor in Torah study, he 

will find it without working for it?  He worked 

for it.  The answer is that the Ribbono Shel 

Olam gives a special Hashpa’ah for one’s labor 

in Torah study.  One can labor in Torah study 

and not understand what he is learning.  It is 

because he labors in his study, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu sends him a gift, מצאתי.  He will 

have understanding and knowledge far 

greater than his labor.  Shabbos is only one 

day, however if one labors on that day, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives him a gift of Torah 

that far surpasses the one day.  It is enough 

for the entire week.  Shemitah is compared to 

Shabbos.  Shemitah is a year to take off from 

work and learn the Torah Hakdosha.  The 

partners of the Torah are Shabbos and 

Shemitah.  If one learns the Torah Hakdosha 

properly in the year of Shemitah, he can 

accomplish for the Shemitah year as well as 

for the other six years. 
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“ 26:1 - יד דוד  א אל הארץ אשר ד' והיה כי תבו

 What – ”אלקיך נתן לך נחלה, וירשתה וישבת בה

does Mechiyas Amalek (the previous 

Parshah) have to do with the Mitzvah of 

Bikkurim?  Klal Yisroel left Mitzrayim in the 

year 2448, and it was at that time that they 

had a battle with Amalek, as it says in the 

Ramban in the name of Rabbeinu Chananel, 

the Abarbanel, and others.  Amalek attacked 

Klal Yisroel during that time for a specific 

reason.  Medrash Tanchuma in Parshas 

Shlach says on the Posuk, “ ויבא עמלק וילחם עם

 here means ”רפידים“ ,the word – ”ישראל ברפידים

that Klal Yisroel were, “רפו ידיהם מן התורה” – 

for Klal Yisroel let go of the Torah Hakdosha, 

that is why Amalek came and attacked them.  

The year 2448 was a year of Shemitah, and 

the year of Shemitah one is obligated to leave 

his fields, and toil in Torah during that year.  

(See above Megaleh Amukos, and Beirach 

Moshe).  Hakodosh Boruch Hu commanded 

that the field should be left fallow once every 

seven years so that all Yidin should have time 

to learn Torah during that year.  Klal Yisroel 

were not learning Torah, and they worked 

their fields and vineyards, and that is why 

Amalek was able to attack them.  While Klal 

Yisroel did not completely turn away from the 

Torah, for they learned Torah like other 

years, that was not good enough.  In the 

Shemitah year, they were required to 

abandon their fields and completely devote 

themselves to the Torah Hakdosha.  It was 

because they did not do so that it was an 

impetus for Amalek attacking them. Why 

were Klal Yisroel Zoche to receive the Land of 

Eretz Yisroel?  It was only because of the 

Torah Hakdosha.  They needed to make a firm 

commitment to the Torah, throughout the 

years that were not Shemitah, and even more 

so during the years of Shemitah.  Klal Yisroel 

are to give Bikkurim as a reminder that the 

field is not really theirs; it is Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu’s.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu is very 

magnanimous, and although it is His field, He 

only makes us give Him a little portion and 

allows us to keep the rest.  But we must 

remember this point.  The Land is for us to 

have produce, but we must always remember 

our primary obligation is to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu and His Torah.  The Torah places the 

Mitzvah of Bikkurim right after Mechiyas 

Amalek to teach us that the reason that 

Amalek came was because Klal Yisroel had 

lost focus of what they were supposed to be 

doing, and were not completely attached to 

the Torah.  To counteract Amalek, we must 

toil in Torah.  We must always remember, 

that while there is much to take care of in this 

world from a physical standpoint, we must 

never let go of the Torah Hakdosha.   

 The Gemara in Ta’anis – 1:1 – יערות דבש 

4a discusses rain and dew – what is the 

difference between the origination of rain and 

dew?  Rain originates from the moisture of 

this world; it evaporates into the sky, and 

then comes down later as rain.  However, dew 

is from the moisture in the air; it originates 

from Above.  We should be asking for rain, 

which means that we initiate the Hisororos, 

and then we are assisted from Shomayim.  

There are times that Klal Yisroel are not even 

on that level, and they request dew from 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu; they are asking for the 

Hisororos to originate from Shomayim, for 

they are spiritually too weak to get it done.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, “שובו אלי” – first 

you return to Me; the Hisororos is to begin 

with Klal Yisroel.  But Klal Yisroel responds 

that they can’t do it, and they need even more 
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assistance. They need the Hisororos to begin 

in Shomayim, and then hopefully they will be 

Nisorer.  In Shir Hashirim, one Posuk (2:16) 

says, “דודי לי ואני לו הרועה בשושנים,” and the 

other Posuk (6:3) says, “ אני לדודי ודודי לי הרועה

   ”.בשושנים

 – ”וישמע יתרו“ - Shemos – ערוגת הבושם 

Yisro heard and he joined Klal Yisroel.  What 

did Yisro hear?  He heard about Krias Yam 

Suf and what happened with Amalek. Why 

did Yisro feel the need to join Klal Yisroel, 

why not just serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu from 

where he was?  Yisro heard – he heard that 

Klal Yisroel were on an exalted level of 

Ruchniyos at Krias Yam Suf, but because they 

weakened themselves from Torah, it gave 

Amalek an opportunity to attack them.  Yisro 

wanted to join Torah to ensure that he remain 

toiling in Torah and performing Mitzvos, so 

that the likes of Amalek would not be able to 

penetrate.   

והיה כי תבוא אל הארץ “ 26:1 - יצב אברהם 

 – ”אשר ד' אלקיך נתן לך נחלה, וירשתה וישבת בה

This is the Parshah of Bikkurim, which comes 

right after the Parsha of Mechiyas Amalek.  

What is the connection between Mechiyas 

Amalek and bringing Bikkurim? Eichah 5:21 

 Bring“ – ”השיבנו ד' אליך ונשובה, חדש ימינו כקדם“

us back to You, Hashem, and we will return, 

renew our days as of old.”  Eichah Rabbah 

5:21 – There is a disagreement between 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is of the position, 

Malachi 3:7 “שובו אלי ואשובה אליכם” – “Return 

to Me, and I will return to you.”  Klal Yisroel 

say, “השיבנו ד' אליך ואחר כך ונשובה.”  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu says that first Klal Yisroel needs 

to return to Him, and then He will return to 

Klal Yisroel; while Klal Yisroel say that first 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu should return to them, 

and then they will return to Him.   

The ט"ז in the beginning of Orach 

Chaim says, “אני מעיר השחר, ואין השחר מעיר אותי” 

– “I awaken the morning, and the morning 

does not awaken me.”  There are different 

types of Hisororos (that awaken a person to do 

Teshuva and perform Avodas Hashem): there 

is one that comes from within the person, and 

then he is assisted further from Shomayim.  

This is as it says in Shir Hashirim Rabbah 5:3 

“ ...פתחו לי פתח של מחט ” – open up for Me a hole 

the size of an eye of a needle, and I will help 

the rest of the way.  Then there is the higher 

level, like that of Dovid Hamelech, where the 

Hisororos comes from within the person, and 

he does not need any help from Shomayim.  

 I awaken – ”אני מעיר השחר, ואין השחר מעיר אותי“

the morning – I have Hisororos from within, 

and the morning does not awaken me, and I 

never need the Hisororos from Shomayim.  

The reason for the change in order is 

dependent upon where the Hisororos is 

coming from. The creation of the world was 

only with, “אתערותא דלעילא” – with Hisororos 

from Above.  Every Rosh Hashanah the world 

reverts back to the way it was at Brias 

Ha’olam, the creation of the world, as we say 

in Tefilas Musaf of Rosh Hashanah, “ זה היום

זכרון ליום ראשון -תחלת מעשיך  ”.  The Hisororos 

comes from Above, but one must ensure that 

he is Mekabel it, and to retain that Hisororos.  

One must make himself into a proper vessel 

in order to be Mekabel that Hisororos, and to 

retain it.  “ ונשובההשיבנו ד' אליך  ” – The 

Hisororos begins with Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

 ,as it was in the beginning – ”חדש ימינו כקדם“

by Brias Ha’olam.  It says in Bereishis Rabbah 

 the world – ”בשביל הביכורים שנקראו ראשית“ 1:6

was created because of Bikkurim which is 
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called, “ראשית.”  This means that the bringing 

of Bikkurim is Nisorer Above, like  חדש ימינו

ולקחת מראשית כל פרי האדמה אשר תביא “  .כקדם

 This refers to the – ”מארצך אשר ד' אלקיך נותן לך

Hisororos that Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives to 

us first.  What are we supposed to do, “ ושמת

אבטנ ” – “And you shall place it in a basket” – 

you need to make sure that you make yourself 

into a proper vessel in order to receive the 

Hisororos that is coming from Above, so that 

you can receive it, and retain it.  If one does 

that, then, “והלכת אל המקום” – you will be Zoche 

to go to that place – you will be elevated in 

Kedusha.  Based on the words of ערוגת הבושם 

(see above) regarding Yisro, we can 

understand why the Mitzvah of Bikkurim is 

placed near the Parshah of Amalek.  Although 

Klal Yisroel had received great Hisororos 

from Above, there was Krias Yam Suf.  Klal 

Yisroel were inspired to serve Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, yet the moment they were  רפו

 they weakened their – ידיהם מן התורה והמצוות

hands, they were not careful with learning 

Torah and the performance of Mitzvos, 

Amalek was able to attack, and have 

dominance over them.  The Parshah of 

Bikkurim is placed near Amalek to teach us 

these two key words, “ושמת בטנא” – and we 

must place the fruit in the basket; we must 

make ourselves a proper receptacle to receive 

and retain the Hisororos. There are times 

when we are Zoche to receive Hisororos from 

Above, but if we are not prepared to receive 

and retain it, it will be lost, just as what 

occurred by Amalek.   

 Now we can understand the connection 

between Mechiyas Amalek and the Parshah of 

Bikkurim.  Why was Amalek able to attack 

Klal Yisroel?  It was only because Klal Yisroel 

let go of the Torah.  Klal Yisroel’s lives must 

revolve around the Torah Hakdosha, and not 

anything else.  The Mitzvah of Bikkurim is to 

remind us of our purpose on this world.  We 

are to give away those precious first fruits to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and recognize that it is 

nothing more than Gashmiyos.  It is our 

physical being trying to take control of us, to 

take control of who we really are, a spiritual 

being.  Each Yid can elevate himself to great 

levels of Ruchniyos, and the first step is 

recognizing where he is trying to go – where 

does he want to be.  There is another 

important lesson we can learn from Amalek 

being near the Parshah of Bikkurim.  Amalek 

came to attack Klal Yisroel, to harm them.  

There are many who seek to antagonize Klal 

Yisroel, both physically and spiritually.  How 

are they able to be successful on any level?  It 

is only when Klal Yisroel are not serving 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu properly.  Klal Yisroel 

let go of the Torah, and they were attacked.  If 

we want to be protected from all harm, we 

must remember the Mitzvos of the Land; 

Bikkurim, Shemitah, etc.… We are to 

remember that it is not really our Land, 

rather it is Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s Land, and 

we must not let it consume us. We must stay 

focused on our Avodas Hashem and our 

Limud Hatorah and then Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu will ensure no harm comes to us.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants to help us, and 

we need His help – but we need to show Him 

that we want to return to Him.  As we prepare 

for the Yemei Hadin, we must strengthen 

ourselves in Limud Hatorah and Avodas 

Hashem, so that we are protected from all 

evil.  May we be Zoche to have a Ksiva 

V’chasima Tovah.    
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 רב יהודה בוים שליט"א                                                                                                                                            
   

אבת כי   
The פרשה begins with the מצוה of ביכורים. The מצוה is to tie a string around the first fruits as they begin 
to grow. When ripe, one collects the fruit, puts them in a basket and brings them to the בית המקדש. The 
 tried to לבן and then the owner of the fruit needs to proclaim how מזבח lays the basket before the כהן
destroy יעקב, the difficulties of מצרים, the גאולה from מצרים, coming to ארץ ישראל, and finally, the 
growing of these fruits. The כהן takes the fruit. The question is what happens to the basket – does the 
  ?keep it or return it כהן
The answer is found in a most interesting (ב"ק צב.) גמרא. The גמרא asks: there is an axiom in the world 
“poverty follows poor people”, meaning a poor person is more likely to lose money than a rich person 
is. רבא tells us that although it’s only a saying, a רמז is found in this מצוה. After the כהן is given the basket 
of fruit, if the owner is a rich man, the basket is returned to him. If he is a poor man, the כהן keeps it! So 
we see that the poor man loses out again! 
The explanation of this irony is that the rich man brings a basket made of gold and silver while the poor 
man’s basket is woven straw. Just as when one makes a שמחה and a neighbor brings a platter of cake, 
when the platter is a disposable plate, one assumes that it is not meant to be returned. (Of course, there 
is always that one person that asks for it back – 2 weeks later!) If it’s a crystal platter, it is obviously 
meant to be returned. So too, the gold basket was a way to bring the food in a manner of כבוד. It wasn’t 
meant to be a donation. The wicker basket was assumed to be kept by the כהן (to use for משלוח מנות 
next פורים).  
The משחת שמן brings a deeper idea from רב לייב לאפיאן זצ"ל. He explains that when a rich man fills his 
basket, he has loads of fruit to put inside. Yet, the poor man – how many fruits are there? Just a few. So 
he does the משלוח מנות trick. He fills the bottom ½ (or 2/3 – depending on how desperate he is) with 
shredded newspaper to make it look full. If the כהן were to empty the fruits and return the basket, the 
secret would be out of the bag/basket. Therefore, the כהן keeps the basket as to not embarrass the עני.   

He brings a second idea from the מהרי"ד מבעלזא זצ"ל that the כהן takes away the cheap basket from the 
 .in a gold basket ביכורים that next year he will be able to bring his רמז as a עני
Yet, we need to ask two questions: 

1. Why does the owner need to recall the history of כלל ישראל going down and coming out of 
  ?מצרים

2. The last פסוק in this מצוה says שר נתן לך ה' אלקיך ולביתך וכו'ושמחת בכל הטוב א . Since we are 
dealing with rich people and poor people alike, how can one expect the poor man (who needed 
the כהן to hide his misfortune by not emptying out it’s meager contents) to be בשמחה? Yet, the 
 .says he must תורה

The answer to the two questions is one. When the עני reflects on the story of מצרים, he will realize that 
although the Yiddin, while they were in מצרים may have felt as if they were having it hard, at the end 
they were able to look back and thank 'ה for it all. Eventually they were able to understand that it was 
the hardships of מצרים that formed them into the ממלכת כהנים וגוי קדוש. The עני, after announcing this 
 .understands that his difficulties may one day prove to be the foundation for his own greatness ,פרשה
With this אמונה, the עני can give his ביכורים (and shredded newspaper) with שמחה. 
As we end the year, we too, take inventory of the fruits of our labor. Were we successful? Did the year 
turn out the way we hoped and anticipated? Did we see ישועות for our נסיונות? Are we in חובות? Were 
there improvements in our רוחניות, marriage, and children? It can be depressing. Some are coming into 
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 with gold baskets, overloaded with beautiful fruits. Others are somewhat ashamed and ראש השנה
wondering what happened to their תפילות of last year.  
So we read this פרשה and we strengthen ourselves. It took a גלות מצרים to create an עם סגולה. Who 
knows what we are creating as we are סובל whatever we go through? And eventually, their תפילות were 
answered – א את ענינו ואת עמלנו ואת לחצנווישמע ה' את קולנו ויר . We know that our ישועה will come too.  
May we soon be זוכה to announce with שמחה the final פסוק of the ביכורים: 

 ויבאנו אל המקום הזה ויתן לנו את הארץ הזאת ארץ זבת חלב ודבש וכו' והשתחוית לפני ה' אלקיך. 
 

 הלכה למעשה

 

Some הלכות of סליחות 
 
 גזל שינה
Upon returning home after saying סליחות at night, one should be careful not to disturb others who are 
sleeping (so that he won’t have to say סליחות for saying סליחות!). 

Fasting 
Many are נוהג to fast on the first day of סליחות (either the entire day or until חצות). ( ומ"ב ס' תקפ"א ס"ק ט" )  
If fasting will interfere with one’s learning תורה, he should not fast. (כך שמעתי ממו"ר הגר"י ברקוביץ שליט"א) 

 ברכת השחר
Before one begins saying סליחות in the morning he should first say the following ברכות: 

 על נטילת ידים – unless he assumes that he will need the washroom again before davening שחרית, 
he should wait and say this ברכה together with שחרית. 

 אשר יצר - because it needs to be said directly after using the washroom. 
 אלקי נשמה – because we are נוהג to ‘attach' it to אשר יצר.  
 ברכת התורה – because many hold that this must be said before saying the פסוקים of סליחות. 

All of the other ברכות may be said either before or after סליחות. 

Saying סליחות with a מנין 
 The (ה' ה' קל רחום וחנון) י"ג מידות may only be said together with the ציבור. If one lags behind and 

the ציבור is no longer saying it, he may not say it himself.  

 If one is in the middle of saying a סליחה when the חזן begins קל מלך יושב, he should stop and begin 
  (כך שמעתי ממו"ר הגר"י ברקוביץ שליט"א) .ציבור with the קל מלך יושב

 After he finishes saying the י"ג מדות, he should finish the סליחה which he was in the middle of saying. 
(ספר אשרי האיש )פ' י"ג סע' י"ז( בשם הגרי"ש אלישיב זצ"ל)  

 If he is in the middle of saying קל ארך אפים or קל מלך יושב and the ציבור begins 'ה' ה, if there is 
enough time for him to quickly finish and still say 'ה' ה while the ציבור is still saying it, he should do 
so. If not, he should skip and say 'ה' ה along with them. (כך שמעתי ממו"ר הגר"י ברקוביץ שליט"א)  

Order of  סליחות 
Some explain that the סליחות correspond to תפילת שחרית: 

  אשרי - corresponds to פסוקי דזמרא. 
  קדיש - corresponds to the  קדיש after פסוקי דזמרא. 
  פסוקים, סליחות, י"ג מדות, וידוי - correspond to שמונה עשרה,  which begins with  שבח (the פסוקים) and 

then the בקשות. 

  תחנון and  קדיש תתקבל - correspond to the way we finish every תפילת שחרית.   
Accordingly, one who comes late to סליחות should begin with אשרי and not skip it, since it is integral to 
the סליחות.  
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