
lhekt wv ,t vtrhk ot hf lngn kta lhekt wv vn ktrah v,gu
 u,t vcvtku uhfrs kfc ,fkk(ch-h)vtrhv ,ufzc vru,v ,rhna - 

   dubumr uvn ohrnt rmuec ,uruvk ,tzc vru,v vbuuf tren ka uyuap hp kg 'vb
vzc hf ihch ohrcsv ifu,c ,hjya vhtrc ibuc,nv kfku 'vyn hturcn v"cev ka
vh,ukkf ,uumn d"hr,v kf ovu 'oh hbhn vcjrv vru,v hhuuhm kf ohkkfb huuhmv
vcvtk (d /wuhfrs kfcw ,fkk (c /oav ,t vtrhk (t 'cu,fv yrpna hpfu  'vh,uyrpu

gku (s /u,tibuc,nv vz vn,h htsu ifa iuhfu /lapb kfcu lcck kfc t"v ,t suc
'vkuf vru,v kfc ostv ,cuj kg itf tuv rzuja rjtn hf 'cu,fv ka ubuak ,khj,n

 lhtvlnn aecn hbhtw urhcjk rnutv sjtf wlngn ktua lhekt wv vnw rntu j,p
 ?thv t,ryuz t,khn vkuf vru,v kf uyt ?treh wiye rcsw uzk hfu 'wiye rcs ot hf
kf ,t ohhek .pjv vzk vmg thavk ot hf vru,v itf vbuuhf tka raptu    
'ltkn ubhv rmhva rcsv omg hrva 'uk crutv rmhvn tuv trhh,n lt 'oav ,uumn
vnu /ujmbku ukhpvk rmhv jfc vhv,a vchx rcf thv 'rnujn .ure ubhv ostv tuvu
og ,uagk cbdf uk ,truev vmrp rmhv tmnh kecu 'oh hbhn thv vcjr vru,va od
tmnh ot vhvu 'uh,ushnu uh,ubuf, kfc oka ost kf ihtu rjtn 'uapb ,uutf ostv
ut 'ukmt vaukjv ,nhhuxn vbuf, ,njn vnuhec vae,n ostva vumn vzht rmhv
,ubnszv ouenvu inzv vz vhv, 'uh,ubuf,u uhuauj ,t rgrgnv ,nhhuxn vhyb ,njn
hsf vumn v,ut ka vnuhe rpvk ukean scuf ,t shcfhu 'ucuj ,t ,ucdk uhbpk
ughdh kf hf tmnbu 'vumnv vzn uhsh upr hfv utkc rat ostv ck ,t u,ark luank

o,hcru iuhj, ignk ,uagk iurna, ouhv lumn hfbt rat vumnv kf
 wudu ofh,uctk wv gcab rat .rtv ,t o,arhu o,tcu(t-j)

`   c t,hwwwwttttnnnnuuuujjjjbbbb,,,,    aaaarrrrssssnnnnwwww,hjvu tcac uh,v 'wiuhj,wa) ohrjtk 'iuhj, ignk" '(wz) 
'(woh,nv ,hhj,wc) tcv okugk 'iuhj, ignk '(of,ufzc uhjh ohrjt oda k"ru 'j,pc
lbtmu lrecuw varpc a"nf) vnvcc 'o,hcru '(wudu ucru urpw a"nf) ohbcc 'o,hcru
a"nf) ohxfbc 'o,hcru '(wlk vcrh cvzu ;xfuw oa a"nf) cvzu ;xfc 'o,hcru '(wiuhcrh

oa jhanc rcsna 't"s '(vcrh lk rat kfuw vsuvh hcr 'vnuec 'o,hcru 'tkdgc tucha
vnf 'wkfhv ,hbc,///ubh,ubcw wtba 'vnt vtn vucd ,uhvk ktrahn t"utf sh,g 'rnut

 wg) vnt vtn (hbav ,hc ka) kfhvv vcud ',hbc, vhvour kg///kfhvvuw 'wu ws ,ushn
of,t lkutuw rntba 'vnt ohh,tn 'rnut htjuh ic iugna hcr '(vnt wvtn

/(vnt vtn kg ushngvu wv uyghna iuatrv ost ka ,unue h,ac) ",uhnnue
    c ukhtuiiii""""ccccnnnnrrrrof,t h,rvzva hp kg ;ta 'rnuk wvumnv kfw ogyu" 'arhp 'ohypanc 

vnvc hrpu iyc hrpc 'o,hcru iuhj, ikuf ,hhagc hf ',uagk iurna, ,uumnv kf od
ohypanv ,t iugna, ceg vhvuw 'varpv ahrc) "vkgnk rfzbv kff 'vnstv hrpu
rat sxjv ,tu ,hrcv ,t lk lheukt wv rnau 'o,ut o,hagu o,rnau 'vktv
laurh,u lbds l,nst hrpu lbyc hrp lrcu 'lcrvu lfrcu lcvtu /lh,uctk gcab

 

 ks,ah ift tuv 'ehrk vhv, utruc hbpk ,umr,vk ostv kautruc ,t ,umrk
uhcmnc urmh ubkhph ;uxck lt 'cuy r,uhv smv kg o,uagk vru,v hypan kfc

/u"j ohekt sucgn uhsh upr,h lfc ostv ibuc,hafu 'ohaukjv 
uk kfuh kufh v,mgk tuv ,hah ot hf ughsuvk vru,v itf v,tc ostv vzku    
v"cevk uk ah ,jt vmg wlngn ktua t"v vnw :vrntc v,buuf uvzu 'rmhvk
rjtu wvtrhvw thv uz vmgu 'lhfrs kfc jhkm, uz vmg lnmgk jeh, otu 'lrucg
vz vhv,u ',uumn iunv ka scf kug lhbpk rhhumh tk cua vtrhk lnmg rrug,a
vtrhv lk, 'vtrhc araun vhv,a rjt 'zt hf ',unfc iye rcs % wvnw ,bhjcc
rmhv ka u,kufhc vhvh tk v,ufzcu 'vrahv lrsv ,t lk rhtvk lhbpk vnmg
uktc iht wuhfrs kfc ,fkkw :rnutu cu,fv lhanna vn vzu /ktnau ihnh l,u,pk
rcf thv uz tkt 'vhbpk vruntv vtrhv sckn ,pxub vkcek vbuuf ,uch,v
'vkuf vru,v kf ouhek ostv ,t vjb, rat thv vtrhv 'vtrhv ,kcen vtmu,
u,kufhc vhv, zt od sugnk kukg vhv vtrhv tkuk rat cmnk tuch tucaf odu
tuv sh,gu 'uhagn kf ,t vturv v"cevn vtrhv omg hf 'rmhv hkd kun sungk
ghhx,u ',tzf ,gk ubuhpr ,t ezj, rat thv 'uhkkgn hrpfu uhfrsf ahtk i,hk

/uhhj hnh kf lan ohhaev kf ,t rucgh lfcu 'vaev u,gac ubuhxbc ezj,vk uk
vfzh v,hgmntcu 'vru, ka vnuhek vmgv thv vtrhv hf runtv kfn tmuhv    
rmhv kun ubhp iuj,p hvuzu '.e iht sg ,udhrsnu ,ukgnc ,ukg,vk od ostv
,tzku 'ohna ,ufkn kug ubhkg kceb kck ubhfrs ,khj,c ubh,u,pk vxbnv
kfc sungk ubh,kufhc vhv, vtrhv ,urrug,v h"g hf 'uhbpk ,ubgk ubhkg

 /vausev ubh,ru,n s"uh ka umue kg rucgk ubh,kufhc vhv, tkau ',unhanv
lh,uctk [vh,usut] gcab rat vnstv kg 'lbtm ,ur,agu lhpkt rda lrvmhu

  /(wl,nvccu 'vregu reg lc vhvh tk 'ohngv kfn vhv, lurc /lk ,,k
v rhcxv z"sgu     wwwwuuuubbbbrrrruuuuppppxxxxwwww,dav tuv iunvv kmt iuufnv vbv 'wufu ,uumnv kf" '

vbvu 'iunnvu ohbcvu ohnh lrut ovu 'ohbhn vaukac ,ukkfbv ,uhbnz ,ujkmv
ouhv lumn hfubt rat vumnv kfw lfhpku 'okuf ,t udha, ,uumnv ouhec
kga iuuhf 'inuhe kg vuuhmaf lrc,h k-tv obnt hf 'iuhj, ignk ',uagk iurna,
huchr udha,a 'o,hcru 'vga hhjc ukhpt ohnh lrut udha, uh,uumn ouhe hsh

/".rtv ,aurhc sucfu raug udha,a 'wudu .rtv ,t o,arhu o,tcu 'ohbcv
cu     wwwweeeejjjjmmmmhhhh    ,,,,uuuusssskkkkuuuu,,,,wwwwouhv lumn hfubt rat ,uumnv kfw ota 'rnth" 'c,f 

'osck ohypanv ouhe kga tuvvn vbua rfa ofk vhvh 'w,uagk iurna,
ouhe rfac kct ',uthrcu rvmhu aurh, ids lk i,h osck ohypanv ouhe rfaca
'ifu '.rtc tuv ,uumnv ouhe rehga iuhf 'wudu .rtv ,t o,arhuw ,uumnv kf

/",uumnv ouhe rfac oshc ,nhhe vhv, .rtv ,t uarhha rjta
cu        wwwweeeevvvv    jjjj""""vvvvuuuuttttwwww(/jf iye sgun) urnta k"z ovhrcs hp kg rtc,h sug" 'rthc

ovk itf van rntn tcu 'wtkznc tkt 't,kn thk, t,ufzc utk 'hbuznu hhj hbcw
',ukkfc ,umnv kf ,t ,uagku runak unmg,h ktrah ota 'aushj rcsc
hrv 'o,hcru 'ohhj hrv 'iuhj, ignk 'vumnv kfw urnut tuvu 'sjh o,akan ujycuh

u .rtv ,t o,arhu o,tcu 'ohbchbuzn hrv 'wud/cuy kf ohtkn oh,cu vtuknu .rt 

R’ Mordechai Banet zt”l (Techeiles Mordechai) would say:

    “wwv ,t vtrhk ot hf lngn kta lhekt wv vn ktrah v,guw - A Jew is commanded to follow in the ways of Hashem with

respect to all the middos: ‘Just as He is kind, so must you be kind; just as He is gracious, so must you be gracious; just

as He is merciful, so must you be merciful.’ However, this is impossible with the midda of Yirah - fear, since there is no

such thing as fear by the Almighty. Thus, only here is the question asked: What does Hashem want from you? You cannot

simply answer that you wish to follow Hashem - for in this midda you must figure out for yourself how to fear Hashem!”
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Rabbi Lord Jonathon Sacks shlit’a (Former Chief Rabbi of the British Commonwealth) would say:

     “wohrmn .rtc o,hhv ohrd hf rdv ,t o,cvtuw - You know the heart of the stranger because you were once a stranger in

the land of Egypt. If you are human, so is he. If he is less than human, so are you. You must fight the hatred in your

heart, says Hashem, as I once fought the greatest ruler and the strongest empire in the ancient world on your behalf. I

made you into the world’s archetypal strangers so that you would fight for the rights of strangers - for your own and

those of others, wherever they are, whoever they are, whatever the color of their skin or the nature of their culture,

because though they are not in your image, they are nonetheless in Mine. There is only one reply strong enough to

answer the question: Why should you not hate the stranger? Because the stranger is you!”

A Wise Man would say: “The best time to plant a tree was twenty years ago. The second best time is now.”                  
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v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk
follow the ways of the Torah and fulfill the mitzvos. The

reward for this will be that Hashem will bring them into the

holy Land of Israel and allow them to live peacefully. Rashi

adds, “If they obey the will of the Omnipresent, they need not

fear the beasts, as it is said, ‘And the beasts of the field made  

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (88)
Torah Study vs. Mitzvah Obligations: Attending a Levaya.
The Gemara (1) states: ",nv ,tmuvk vru, ihkycn" - we are supposed
to stop Torah learning in order to escort (to burial) a dead person.
Even though one does not stop learning in order to do a mitzvah

that can be done by others, in this case, it is considered a mitzvah

that cannot be performed by others. The reason is because each
additional person that attends a funeral and escorts the body to its
final resting place adds honor to the niftar (2).
The Obligation. According to the Beis Shmuel (3) and the Shach
(4) even if one does not see the gathering or funeral procession, but
just hears that it will take place in his city, he is obligated to stop
his learning and participate. However, the Netziv (5) and Shu”t
Sheilas Dovid (6) show that some earlier opinions argue and hold
that the only obligation is if one actually sees the procession.
This means that the Gemara is talking about one who is walking
to the Beis Medrash to learn, or somehow notices the nearby
procession in the middle of his learning. Otherwise, one does not
even have to interrupt his work and certainly not his learning.
The prevalent minhag seems to be like the lenient opinion (7)

because we do not find that people are required to find out about
all the funerals taking place in their city in order to participate.
Social Obligation. The Yerushalmi (8) as explained by the

  
 

    

peace with you.’ (Iyov 5:23). It was, however, revealed before

Moshe that they would sin in the future.” For this reason, we

still have to fear the animals for the time has not yet come

when the prophecy will be revealed with Moshiach, and the

lion and lamb will indeed co-exist in peace and harmony.

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

Ramban in Toras Ha’adam states that if one has a neighbor
who passes away, it is “Derech Eretz” to do the proper chessed

and attend his funeral even if one just hears about it, and it means
stopping his learning. From this we can discern the proper
conduct of participating in a levaya whenever one is connected to
the niftar through shul, school, work, relatives, or in any other
way. This is the basis for why most people attend levayos.
Participation. Even though the Gemara (9) has differing amounts
of participating people for different people - each according to the
Torah wisdom of the niftar - the RM’A rules that the average Jew
(in his day) has enough Torah knowledge to deserve a large
levaya, as large as possible. The Ahavas Chesed (10) assumes that
this is still true in his days and it probably applies today as well.

How Far? The Poskim do not discuss the guidelines for attending
Hespedim (eulogies) of a niftar and it depends on the level of
social obligation, as mentioned earlier. They do, however, discuss
the procession. Shevet M’Yehuda (11) and Ahavas Chesed (12)

hold that the obligation is to escort the niftar all the way to the
burial and wait there till it’s over. Others (13) hold that it is
sufficient to escort him/her four Amos (approx. 7 feet) or a bit
further. This seems to be the common custom and many who do
this are careful not to turn their back until they lose sight of the
coffin. There is a basis for this minhag in Leket Yosher (14).



    In the second parsha of Krias Shema, three types of produce of Eretz Yisroel are mentioned; "lrvmhu laurh,u lbds" - grain,
wine, and oil. “Dagan” refers to the five grains from which one must take terumos and maasros: wheat, barley, rye, spelt and
oats. The Gemara (Berachos 40a) explains that a child begins to develop da’as, mental ability, only after he or she begins to
eat grain: “A baby only knows how to call Father and Mother after he has eaten grain.” The eating of grain stimulates mental
growth! The grain that is grown in Eretz Yisroel, however, is special since it is grown in an atmosphere of kedusha. It therefore
promotes a higher level of intelligence than ordinary grain would - that of Da’as Elokim. “Tirosh” - the wine that is squeezed
from grapes of Eretz Yisroel (from which nesachim are poured with the korbanos) has a unique quality. This wine creates
much simcha. In Tehillim (10:15) it says, "aubt cck jnah ihhu" - “Wine gladdens a man’s heart.” Although a person can get
giddy from any wine, it is the wine of Eretz Yisroel that creates a feeling of spiritual joy and happiness. Obviously, this simcha
is very different than ordinary frivolity. “Yitzhar” - oil from olives that are grown in Eretz Yisroel, used for korbanos as well as
to light the menorah in the Bais HaMikdash, has a the ability to enlighten one’s mind to a deeper understanding of Torah, to
achieve the “Ohr HaTorah” - the light of Torah. The highest level of this unique “Ohr” would be Ruach HaKodesh.
     These 3 forms of produce and their spiritual effect on people are alluded to in the words,  .rtv tas,"tas"  - “Let the earth
bring forth vegetation.” The letters of "tas" - stand for "s",g (knowledge), "a"vjn  (joy) and "t"ru  (light). Thus, we say in “Al
Hamichya,” that Hashem gave us the Land of Israel, "vcuyn gucaku vhrpn kuftk" - in order to eat from its fruit and be satiated
from its goodness! In other words, the very purpose that Hashem gave us the Land was in order for us to eat from its produce!
May the mitzvah of eating the fruit of Eretz Yisroel help us expand our daas, simcha, and ohr, bringing us closer to Hashem.
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    Everyone knows that life is a test. We struggle to make a living, to raise our children and to build our communities and
schools. Nothing comes easy. Our test is to deal with the hardship and frustrations in the very best way possible. But, what if
our livelihood was served up to us on a silver platter like the mann was? How wonderful would that be? No more worries
about tuition and parnassa! Would that be a test? Absolutely not! We would consider it a beracha! And yet the Torah seems
to say otherwise: Hashem gave us the mann, "l,xb ignk" - in order to test us! Not to “bless us” but to “test us.” 
     In Parshas Beshalach (d-zy ,una), on the posuk, "ohnav in ojk ofk rhynn hbbv", Rashi explains that the “test” of the mann
was that it could not be stored and used at a later date. Each day it fell and each day it needed to be consumed. On Friday, a
double portion fell for Shabbos. This was the test; not to be able to save food. The Seforno here explains that the test was to
see if the Jewish people would follow the Torah even when they didn’t have to worry about their livelihood and other means
of support. In truth, it is really a test to have bread and parnassa raining down on you. When affluence comes without our own
effort, it gives us a great amount of leisure time and freedom. What do we do with all that leisure time? Do we waste it or do
we spend it wisely learning Torah and doing chessed? We are all aware of the test of poverty. However, says the Seforno,
affluence puts a tremendous responsibility on a person and and is a difficult test for many Yidden in these affluent times.
     The contrast is striking. Some people have so much food that they don’t know what to do with it. Others have bare cupboards
and wish they could store away provisions for their children. Unfortunately, today we don’t have the holy mann and therefore
we must bring ruchnius into our meals by speaking Torah, especially on Shabbos and Yom Tov. We must sing zemiros, say
Divrei Torah and recite Birchas Hamazon in order to elevate our food, as well as our families, to great spiritual levels.          

 /// lrvmhu larh,u lbds ,pxtu(sh-th)

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 wudu lrxhn lhekt wv ubc ,t aht rxhh ratf hf lcck og ,gshu(v-j)
      The following story took place a number of years ago in Ramat Elchanan in Bnei Brak. The famed mashpia, R’
Elimelech Biderman shlit’a personally knows the family to whom this happened and the story is well known in the
community there. The family was preparing to marry off a daughter. They are a large family with many children, quite a few
are married already and a few are still at home. It was a very stressful time for the parents because they were tight on funds
and needed money to make the wedding. One of the married children, seeing that his parents were under so much stress,
suggested that the family go away, maybe to a relative, for Shabbos, take a little break and rejuvenate themselves. This was a
few weeks before the wedding. The parents liked the idea and they went away for Shabbos with their unmarried children.
    That Motzei Shabbos, one of the married children went to the parents’ home to retrieve an item and as soon as he walked
into the house, he saw that the place had been ransacked! Vandals  had broken in and taken everything! All the checks the
father had received from his customers that week in his store were gone. A number of gold bars from an inheritance were
taken. All of the jewelry and wedding supplies for the bride, gone. The parents had borrowed thousands of Shekalim to make
the wedding, and this too was stolen. The son called a few of his siblings and told them what happened. They all decided
that it was important for them to be together when they broke the news to their parents as such a shock could be
devastating. In the end, one son called his parents who were on their way home and broke the news slowly.
     “There was a robbery in the house, but Boruch Hashem, everyone is okay,” he said, as gently as he could. 
     The father asked, “Was the money for the wedding taken?”
     He paused for a moment before replying, “Yes.” The father asked about all the valuables, and when he heard that
everything was stolen, he could not continue driving. His emotions got to him and he had to pull over to the side of the ride
just to get his bearings. The married children were all informed and they all came to the house to be with their parents
when they arrived. They knew their father was strong and he would be able to deal with it eventually. They were more
concerned and worried about how their mother would react when she saw her house in such disarray.
     A short while later, the family came home. They entered the house and looked around. The furniture was overturned,
seforim and books were strewn all over, papers were piled up in disarray, and the closet shelves were systematically
ransacked. The married children feared the worst - but they were in for quite a surprise. As her family stood around her,
hoping to encourage her, their mother stood quietly and looked around. Then, she turned her head up and spoke in a
heartrending voice: “Ribono Shel Olam, my Father in Heaven, only You know how much sorrow I have over this, but I
believe B’Emunah Sheleimah, it was only You who did this. It was only because of Your abundant mercy and kindness
that this happened. Robbers don’t have the ability to steal. You control everything. Even though I cannot possibly see how
this is good, I’m going to trust You and I’m always going to believe in You.”
      Suddenly, she opened up her arms and declared, “Hashem, please, in the merit of my Emunah, help my two children who
have not yet given birth and need children themselves!” She had one daughter married for over five years without children,
and another married for close to nine years without having given birth - the doctors had already given up hope for her. And
then she added, “And my son who is divorced - let him find the right zivug! Please Hashem, in the merit of my Emunah!” 
     Unfortunately, the money and valuables were never recovered. A few weeks later, their daughter got married and the
whole family was there to celebrate the modest simcha. Within the next twelve months, all three of her requests were granted
- she was blessed with two beautiful grandchildren, and she brought her divorced son to the chupah!
     Reacting with Emunah is very powerful. To say, “I believe, Hashem, this is for my best. I will not be broken. I will  continue
loving and serving You with all my heart.” We hope never to be tested, but if the test does come, it’s an opportunity for greatness.  

 ignk lh,ct iugsh tk rat rcsnc in lkftnv
 wudu l,hrjtc lcyhvk l,xb ignku l,bg  (zy-j)

 /// ,ajb cmj, vhrrvnu kzrc vhbct rat .rt(y-j)
    The Rambam writes in Hilchos Melachim (5-10): “Great
Rabbis would kiss the ground of Eretz Yisroel, and kiss its
stones, as well as roll in its dust as it states, ‘Because your
servants wanted its stones and begged for its dust.’” Some
wonder how the great rabbis knew when they had reached
the Holy Land in order to kiss the ground and stones? After
all, for thousands of years, there were no defined borders
where one could easily discern that he had left a neighboring
territory and had now definitively entered the Land of Israel.
     Tosfos in Kesubos (/che) quotes a Medrash Tanchuma:
“When Rav Chanina Hagadol went up from Bavel, he
wished to know when he had entered Eretz Yisroel. He
would pick up stones and weigh them. If they were light, he
knew he hadn’t yet arrived. As soon as the stones became
      EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
    THE MIDDAH OF .... uuuuuxxxxx`̀̀̀̀ddddd     aaaaaeeeeehhhhh

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

heavier, he announced, ‘These must be the stones of Eretz
Yisroel.’ He then kissed them and recited the posuk, ‘Because
your servants wanted its stones and begged for its dust.’” In
fact, states the Medrash Talpios, this was exactly how the
early Chassidim (ohbuatrv ohshxj) would determine where
the border of Israel was; by feeling the weight of each stone.
     Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim Yosef Dovid Azulai zt”l

(Chida) has an alternate understanding of the stones of Israel.
The first letters of "t vhbcckzru  vhrrvn,"cumj  spell out ",uct".
The stones - the foundation of the Land - are "kzrc" - Bilhaa,
Rochel, Zilpah and Leah - the four Matriarchs. "ohrv" - the
mountains refer to the Patriarchs, as it says, “Leaping upon
the mountains” (j-c a"va) - mountains refer to the Avos. In
the merit of our holy Forefathers and mothers, the Jewish
people will control ",ajb" - a reference to the snake (ajb)
embodied by Esav and the oppressors of Klal Yisroel.         

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: There is a legend told about the Biblical Zoo in
Jerusalem (hfb,v ,uhjv id), which goes like this: The Biblical
Zoo wished to display an exhibit portraying Messianic
times, when the Jewish people will repent to the Lord,
return to the Land of Israel and live peacefully under the
full protection of the Almighty Himself. The centerpiece of
this exhibit was a cage which contained a lion and a lamb
peacefully co-existing within. Visitors were amazed.
     One fine day, a man decided to go to the local zoo with
his wife and kids. As he neared the lion’s cage, he was
astonished to see a lamb lying peacefully with a lion beside

her. “That is wonderful,” he cried. “Finally, the prophecy of
the Lord is being realized!”
    The man ran around looking for the zookeeper. When he
finally found him, he told the elderly gentleman, “My
congratulations! You have finally made everyone see that
peace is at hand. This is truly a monumental achievement.”
     “But tell me,” he implored the zookeeper, “how did you
manage to make a lion lie down with the lamb?”
    “It’s no problem,” replied the zookeeper lazily. “Every
morning, I simply put another lamb in the lion’s cage!”
lynp: Moshe Rabbeinu is exhorting the Jewish people to



Volume 20 – Issue 44                                                                            Parshas Aikev 5778 X‰EwT BA OXNM G‰K BQE ÂP 

  
   A publication dedicated to Harbotzas Torah 

 

Zmanim for TBwTBwTBwTBw    
Wesley Hills, NY 

7:52   -                           TWRN TQLDH 
8:10 -                                             HEYQw 
8:40  -                                     A‰M w‰QZ 
9:28  -                                   A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:37  -                        HLYPT IMZ FWS 
8:09 -                                             HEYQw 
8:56* -                         OYBKWKH TAC 
9:22  -                                           72 TAC  

Saturday 7:33:09 PM - LWLA DLWM 
Rosh Chodesh is Shabbos and Sunday 

* Based on Emergence of 3 Stars  
Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com 

Now You Know 
When the Jewish People (only When the Jewish People (only When the Jewish People (only When the Jewish People (only 666600 of 00 of 00 of 00 of 

themthemthemthem, by the way, by the way, by the way, by the way) worshiped the Golden ) worshiped the Golden ) worshiped the Golden ) worshiped the Golden 
Calf, HaShem toldCalf, HaShem toldCalf, HaShem toldCalf, HaShem told    Moshe toMoshe toMoshe toMoshe to    go down go down go down go down 

from the mountain because his nation from the mountain because his nation from the mountain because his nation from the mountain because his nation 
had gone bad.had gone bad.had gone bad.had gone bad.    

Upon descending and seeing what was Upon descending and seeing what was Upon descending and seeing what was Upon descending and seeing what was 

happening, Moshe broke the Luchos, happening, Moshe broke the Luchos, happening, Moshe broke the Luchos, happening, Moshe broke the Luchos, 
the stone tablets the stone tablets the stone tablets the stone tablets upon which upon which upon which upon which HaShem HaShem HaShem HaShem 

had written the Ten Dibros.had written the Ten Dibros.had written the Ten Dibros.had written the Ten Dibros.    

He then begged HaShem to spare the He then begged HaShem to spare the He then begged HaShem to spare the He then begged HaShem to spare the 
Jewish People and not destJewish People and not destJewish People and not destJewish People and not destroy them as roy them as roy them as roy them as 

HaShem declared He wished to do.HaShem declared He wished to do.HaShem declared He wished to do.HaShem declared He wished to do.    

If Moshe was going to ask GIf Moshe was going to ask GIf Moshe was going to ask GIf Moshe was going to ask G----d to forgive d to forgive d to forgive d to forgive 
them anyway, why break the Luchos?them anyway, why break the Luchos?them anyway, why break the Luchos?them anyway, why break the Luchos?    

The Ramban offers one answer, that if The Ramban offers one answer, that if The Ramban offers one answer, that if The Ramban offers one answer, that if 
the Jews didnthe Jews didnthe Jews didnthe Jews didn’’’’t receive them, then their t receive them, then their t receive them, then their t receive them, then their 
““““marriagemarriagemarriagemarriage””””    to HaShem wasnto HaShem wasnto HaShem wasnto HaShem wasn’’’’t complete, t complete, t complete, t complete, 

and it is less treacherous for one to be and it is less treacherous for one to be and it is less treacherous for one to be and it is less treacherous for one to be 
unfaithful in a relatiunfaithful in a relatiunfaithful in a relatiunfaithful in a relationship before onship before onship before onship before 

marriage, somarriage, somarriage, somarriage, so    it would diminish their sin.it would diminish their sin.it would diminish their sin.it would diminish their sin.    

It is also possible that Moshe wanted to It is also possible that Moshe wanted to It is also possible that Moshe wanted to It is also possible that Moshe wanted to 

show us that saying, show us that saying, show us that saying, show us that saying, ““““IIII’’’’m sorry,m sorry,m sorry,m sorry,””””    
doesndoesndoesndoesn’’’’t make everything back to how it t make everything back to how it t make everything back to how it t make everything back to how it 

was. Though Adam HaRishon repented, was. Though Adam HaRishon repented, was. Though Adam HaRishon repented, was. Though Adam HaRishon repented, 
he did not become immortal once again.he did not become immortal once again.he did not become immortal once again.he did not become immortal once again.    

TheTheTheThe    Jews at Sinai earned immortality Jews at Sinai earned immortality Jews at Sinai earned immortality Jews at Sinai earned immortality 

again, and lost it almost as quickly.again, and lost it almost as quickly.again, and lost it almost as quickly.again, and lost it almost as quickly.    

OuOuOuOur actions have consequences. The r actions have consequences. The r actions have consequences. The r actions have consequences. The 
Gemara tells us that when the Luchos Gemara tells us that when the Luchos Gemara tells us that when the Luchos Gemara tells us that when the Luchos 

broke, the letters broke, the letters broke, the letters broke, the letters flew up to Heaven.flew up to Heaven.flew up to Heaven.flew up to Heaven.    

This shows us that it is within our power This shows us that it is within our power This shows us that it is within our power This shows us that it is within our power 
to unite the physical and spiritual to unite the physical and spiritual to unite the physical and spiritual to unite the physical and spiritual 

worlds, but that sin breaks that bond.worlds, but that sin breaks that bond.worlds, but that sin breaks that bond.worlds, but that sin breaks that bond.    

Our goal is to reunite them and reunite Our goal is to reunite them and reunite Our goal is to reunite them and reunite Our goal is to reunite them and reunite 

Klal Yisrael with our Father in Heaven.Klal Yisrael with our Father in Heaven.Klal Yisrael with our Father in Heaven.Klal Yisrael with our Father in Heaven.    

Thought of the week: 

Nothing is more miraculous 
than nature, nor anything so 
natural as a miracle. 

- R’ E. E. Dessler 

 (K:Z  OYRBD) „.VYNPM OYRTSNHW OYRAwNH DBA DE OB VYQLA ÂH XLwY HERCH TA OGW‰  
“And also the hornet shall HaShem your G-d send upon them until those who 
are left, even those who are hiding, shall be destroyed from before you.” 
(Devarim 7:20) 

In encouraging the Jews to conquer the Land of Israel fearlessly, Moshe told them that 
HaShem would be waging war for them.  

Moshe said, “If you’re worried that the other nations are so much larger or stronger 
than you, just remember what HaShem did to Pharaoh and the Egyptians. The 
miracles and signs you witnessed there, HaShem will do again, against any nation 
from which you are afraid.” 

Then Moshe said our verse, and mentioned the hornets that would attack their 
enemies to blind them and make them unable to have children. This seems rather anti-
climactic. After saying HaShem would do miracles like He did in Egypt, what more is 
there to say?  

It’s like saying, “I will drop a nuclear bomb on them and vaporize them, plus I’ll make it 
smell like a skunk sprayed.” The second item is so superfluous as to be comical! So 
what was Moshe saying here? 

Moshe was pointing out to them that they had no reason to fear. Fear is when we are 
concerned that something will happen as a matter of course. In a situation like this, we 
understand that an outcome like that is possible, so we worry about it. Moshe made the 
point that HaShem is not bound by nature. He IS nature. He created the way things 
work and they operate based on G-d’s specifications. 

“Not only will HaShem do great miracles for you as He did in Egypt,” Moshe was telling 
us, “but He will utilize natural things like hornets that can seek out and destroy enemies 
you may not even see.” 

With this understanding, we see that it was a novel thing to mention the hornets. 
People often think of HaShem taking action in miraculous ways. The lightning bolts that 
kill people seem like an “Act of G-d,” while the car crashes don’t. Even if other people 
are involved, HaShem is orchestrating everything. We may think things “just happen,” 
but that isn’t possible or true. 

Now, Moshe showed us that everything is an Act of G-d, as R’ Chanina ben Dosa told 
his daughter when she cried because she accidentally filled the Shabbos lamp with 
vinegar instead of oil, “The same G-d who said oil should burn can say that vinegar 
should burn.” It did and lasted the whole Shabbos. 

Moshe was teaching us that wherever we look, we should see HaShem – because 
that’s where He is; taking care of us as always.  

When R’ Ahron Leib Shteinman z”l was already over 100 years old, he was discussing 
his health with his doctor. 

“R’ Ahron,” the doctor told him, “the fact that you are still alive is amazing. The Rav is 
only living through miracles.” 

In his inimitable style of cutting through all nonsense with clear insight, the sage smiled 
and asked, “V’atah lo? - And you’re not?” 

©2018 – J. Gewirtz 
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For forty years living in the midbar, 
the Jewish people ate mon. The To-
rah explains that  one of the reasons 

that the mon was given to the Klal Yisroel 
was in order to test them. The Siforno 
explains the test: “Will you do His will 
when He gives you your sustenance easily 
without pain?”
It seems that the Siforno is telling us that 
the fact that the Jewish nation didn’t have 
to work was one of the great trials that 
they faced.  
This Siforno is very difficult to under-
stand. We know that HASHEM metes 
out many life tests. But where have we 
seen that not having to struggle is a chal-
lenge? How could the fact that it was easy 
to make a living be a nisayon?  

³ MOISHE AND THE 
MONOPOLY GAME

This question can be answered by focusing 
on why HASHEM wants man to work? 
The ox was created to plow, the donkey 
to haul loads, the beaver to dam streams. 
But, man was created for a very differ-
ent purpose. Man was not created to be a 
beast of burden. So, why does HASHEM 
want man to work for a living? 
One of the reasons can be best understood 
with a moshol. Imagine that a man recog-
nizes that his eight-year-old son has diffi-
culty getting along with his peers. The little 
boy is constantly getting into fights, and 
in general seems to miss social cues. The 
school psychologist tells him that his son 
has social integration issues. He just doesn’t 
understand the rules of social conduct. 
The father, takes it upon himself to help 
his little Moishe become a mentsch. As 
part of the plan, he takes time off from 
work and invites Moishe and his friends 
to a play date. There they are on the floor 
playing Monopoly. At a certain point dur-
ing the game, an ambulance passes, siren 
blasting, and as all the boys look to the 
window, the father notices Moishe reach 
into “the bank” and take out a five hun-
dred dollar bill. The father doesn’t say 
anything. A few moments later, the door 
bell rings. Again, all the boys look up, 

and Moishe meanwhile reaches into the 
box and takes out two thousand dollars. 
When this happens again a few moments 
later, the father asks Moishe to join him 
in the kitchen. 
“Moishe,” says the father, “I couldn’t help 
but notice that some of the money that 
belongs in the bank somehow ended up in 
your pocket. Could you explain this to me?”
“Sure,” Moishe answers. “You see, last 
night I heard you and Mommy talking 
about how you need a lot of money. So 
here, I took this for you!” 
While the sincerity of the little fellow 
might be touching, he is missing the 
point. The only reason the father was in-
volved in this activity was to teach him 
how to be a mentsch. The father doesn’t 
need the money, and certainly isn’t tak-
ing time off of his busy day to earn “Mo-
nopoly money.” But Moishe in his naiveté 
missed the entire point of the exercise. 
This is an apt moshol to man working. 
HASHEM doesn’t need man to work to 
earn a living. HASHEM has lots and lots 
of money. HASHEM created the situa-
tion that man has to work to allow him 
to have to earn his daily bread. Now man 
is dependent. Now man is without, and 
now man can go through one of the great-
est of life’s tests: how will he go about this 
activity called earning a living? Will he be 

honest? Will he be ethical? When he has 
difficulty in earning a living, will he learn 
to trust in HASHEM, or will he make 
that ultimate mistake thinking it is the 
sweat of his brow and the strength of his 
hand that earns him his bread?   

³ MAN NEEDS NEEDS

This seems to be the answer to the Siforno. 
The generation of the midbar was on a 
lofty plain. They had received the Torah 
from HASHEM and were living in a 
virtual yeshiva. While the mon took care 
of their daily needs, it was also as a great 
social experiment: would they attain the 
same closeness to HASHEM without 
having to earn a living? Would they still 
reach out to HASHEM if they didn’t 
lack? Would they still come to recognize 
their dependence upon HASHEM if they 
didn’t need to struggle to survive? The 
mon was a test to see if they could reach 
greatness without the normal life settings 
– without needs.  
This concept has great relevance in our 
times when we are seeing tests of faith all 
around us. And we see many fall. Many 
fall prey to materialism; many fall prey to 
the great race to acquire more; and even 
more fall to the understanding that it is 
my efforts that earn me my daily bread. 
One of the results of this fallacious think-
ing is the questionable ethics that we see 
being practiced.  
The sad reality is that lying, cheating, and 
stealing amount not only a lack of moral-
ity; it’s a waste of the great opportunity of 
life. HASHEM doesn’t need our money. 
HASHEM hand-crafted situations that 
allow a person to grow — to become a 
mentch. If he engages in dishonesty in the 
marketplace, it is ultimately himself that he 
is robbing because the entire scenario was 
only created to allow him to become great.  
When I stop to understand that HASH-
EM doesn’t need me to work, but has put 
me in this very situation to allow me to 
grow, that changes the way that I deal 
with the entire concept of working for a 
living, and greatly impacts the methods I 
employ in doing so. 

on the Parsha
Parshas EikEv R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

Earning a 
Living: 

The Great 
Life Test
g

“Who feeds you manna in the wilderness, 
which your forefathers knew not, 

in order to afflict you and in order to test 
you to do good for you in the end?” 

 —  Devarim 8:16  — 
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OUR IMPACT
Reproduced from "Living Kiddush Hashem" by Rabbi Shraga Freedman, 

with permission of ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications. 
 
Hashem calls the Jewish people “bni bechori 
Yisrael—My firstborn son, Yisrael” (Shemos 4:22). 
The Torah also tells us that we are a mamleches 
kohanim, a nation of priests; we are destined to be 
the leaders of the world. As Hashem’s “firstborn,” so 
to speak, we are entrusted with a much higher level 
of responsibility.

On Monday, November 22, 1963, the United States 
was shaken by the assassination of President 
Kennedy. A state funeral was held the following 
Monday, and schools throughout the country were 
closed. Dr. Joseph Kamenetzky, the director of 
Torah Umesorah, asked Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky zt”l 
whether yeshivos should follow suit.

Definitely, Rav Yaakov said. He quoted the Kuzari: 
the Jewish people’s relationship with the world is like 
that of the heart to the rest of the body. The Jews are 
supposed to teach morality to the nations. If such a 
crime could be committed, the Jewish people had 
failed in their mission.

It is tempting to tell ourselves that the world will 
always hate us, that we cannot make a difference. But 
it is a fundamental part of our faith that everything is 
connected to the Jewish people. Everything depends 
on whether we succeed in reflecting Hashem. We 
must lead by example and educate the world about 
the proper way to live. If we kept the Torah perfectly, 
the failings we observe would not exist. If we take 
responsibility, we can make a difference. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher. 

The first sentence of the Shema is the sentence that, to this day, awakens the 
heart of every Jew, no matter how far he may be from his fellow Jews. It is 
the first sentence a Jewish child learns, and the last sentence he says before 
he leaves this world. It is a sentence that expresses G-d’s unity, and it is the 
sentence inscribed on the banner that Jews have carried throughout history. 
With it, they declare that G-d will one day conquer mankind again.

Wherever Jews breathe, educate their children, and lead their lives, 
wherever they build their homes, these pesukim remind them of their 
life’s mission and the reason for all their efforts. These pesukim remind us 
of the principles that guide our conduct, the axioms that should form the 
basis of our thoughts, and the sanctification of our lives at home and in the 
community. That is why we must repeat them to ourselves every day, in the 
morning and in the evening.

Among the many role models listed in Al Hatzaddikim, the 
introduction to this bracha singles out a special group of people: 
geirei tzedek, righteous converts. Gerim do an unbelievable and 
very difficult thing: they leave behind everything they grow up 
with, their friends, their society, the only way of life they have 
known—all for the truth of the Torah. Unable to live a lie, they 
make this huge sacrifice and convert to Judaism. In our tefillos 
for the welfare of tzaddikim, we daven for such people, and 
rightfully so. 

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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The world is full of contrasting phenomena—

heaven and earth, attraction and repulsion, day 

and night, birth and death, ascent and descent, 

love and hatred, freedom and subjugation, 

spirituality and sensuality. These contrasts 

are what cause the mistake of polytheism 

r”l, for it is hard to believe that one G-d can 

be the cause of opposing concepts. But the 

statement “Hashem echad” declares that all of 

the contrasts in the world and within ourselves 

are the handiwork of one G-d. Hashem, who is 

singular and unique, formed all these contrasts 

around us and inside us. From Him stem both 

joy and sorrow, body and soul.

And the full truth of Judaism expressed in the 

Shema does not just proclaim His oneness. 

It does not merely say that one G-d can have 

two aspects: keeping us alive with love, and 

judging us with justice. Because in truth, 

G-d’s rule itself is one, and only in our limited 

understanding does it appear dual. Hashem’s 

justice is itself a manifestation of His love.

As the Shema says, not only is Hashem Elokeinu 

echad, but Hashem Elokeinu, Hashem Echad—

even as Elokim, acting with justice, He is 

Hashem, who acts with mercy.  

THE BOY KING
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Asalya, the only queen of Eretz Yehuda during the first Mikdash era, reigned for 
six years. After slaughtering all her rivals to the throne, she made a shambles of 
the Beis Hamikdash, necessitating major renovation by the next king, and even 
erected a temple for the Ba'al, as her father Achav had done in Shomron.

During those six years, Yehoyada the kohen gadol was secretly raising Yoash, 
the last survivor of the family of David whom his wife had rescued from Asalya’s 
massacre. When the child was seven years old, Yehoyada decided it was time. 
He recruited a large group of trustworthy followers, had them swear an oath of 
loyalty, and showed them the little king. In a carefully planned ambush, they did 
away with Asalya and installed young Yoash on the throne.

Yoash would go on to reign for 41 years. In the 23rd year, he ordered a major 
renovation of the Beis Hamikdash, funded by a massive collection. The building 
was only 125 years old, not old enough to require major repair, but, as the Navi 
tells us, "the wicked Asalya and her children had made breaches in the house of 
Hashem." There also no funding available in the treasury because Asalya had 
spent it all on the Ba'al.

The Tanach tells us that "Yoash did what was right in Hashem's eyes all the days 
that Yehoyada instructed him." It sounds very good, but the tragic end of the 
story can be found in Divrei Hayamim. When Yehoyada died, "the leaders of 
Yehuda came and bowed to [Yoash]. The king listened to them. They deserted 
Hashem, the G-d of their fathers, and worshipped the asheras and idols...
Hashem sent prophets to them to return them to Hashem, but they did not 
listen."

What happened? Astoundingly, Chazal tell us that when Yehoyada died, the 
leaders of Yehuda began to worship Yoash as divine—after all, he had been 
hidden above the kodesh hakedashim for six years, and had not been harmed! 
Yoash did nothing to discourage this assumption.

We must remember that the inclination for avodah zara was like a fire burning 
in the hearts of the people, just waiting for the opportunity to show itself. 
Worshipping Yoash brought many other sins with it. One of the most shameful 
episodes in Jewish history was about to occur, a crime for which a heavy price 
would be paid.  

PLANTING A FUTURE

How do seeds end up back in the ground?

Because the watermelon seed is slippery, it flies off to reproduce. Because the orange seed is bitter, 
people need no instructions to spit it out to the earth that is waiting for it. Because the apple core 
is inedible, it is thrown away, and the seeds are rescued from destruction. Because the pits of the 
plum, peach, olive, cherry, and date are too hard even for nutcrackers and teeth, the seed inside is 
preserved for the future generations.

The seed’s many defense mechanisms speak and proclaim Hashem's providence.  

Adapted from R. Avigdor Miller zt"l.
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My father-in-
law appointed 
me as the 
executor of his 

estate, and I have some related questions.
The testator had three sons and two 
daughters but at the time of his passing, 
his bechor (firstborn) was already 
deceased. He detailed how his estate 
should be divided among his children and 
specified that $20,000 should be divided 
according to Torah law (see Ketzos 282:2 
and Igros Moshe, C.M. 2:49, 50).
Q: Do I divide the $20,000 equally between 
the two surviving sons, or perhaps I 
should give them the percentage they 
would have received had the bechor been 
alive — i.e., $5,000 each? (If the bechor 
were alive he would receive a double 
portion — $10,000 — and the other two 
would receive $5,000 each.)
A: The halachah does not indicate either 
of those two possibilities. Halachah 
mandates that the bechor’s children 
inherit their father’s portion. In other 
words, we pretend that the bechor is 
alive and he inherits his double portion 
and then bequeaths it to his sons. 
Accordingly, even if the bechor is survived 
by a daughter, she would receive the 
$10,000 that was due to her father, and 
her two uncles receive only $5,000 each 
(C.M. 276:2).
If the bechor is survived by two sons, one 
of whom is a bechor, the latter does not 
receive a double portion of the money 
that he and his brother inherit from their 
grandfather. The basis of this is that a 
bechor only receives a double  portion 
from assets that were in the possession 
of the testator at the time of his death 
(muchzak). He does not receive a double 
portion of prospective assets (ra’uy). For 
example, if the testator loaned money 

“The person who sold ice cream in our bungalow colony is 
not coming back this year,” Ben said to Jeremy. “Would you 
like to join me in a business selling ice cream?
“I would,” replied Jeremy. “It sounds like a profitable 

venture! What do we need?”
“A large freezer and lots of ice cream!” Ben laughed.
The two invested in a freezer and stocked it with a huge quantity of ice cream.
A few weeks went by and then Ben decided that he wanted to pull out of the joint business. 
He felt that he could do better on his own.
“But we agreed to sell together,” objected Jeremy. “You can’t pull out on me!”
“You can’t keep me bound to you,” insisted Ben. “We’ll split the remaining ice cream, and 
either you pay me half for the freezer, or I’ll pay you half; that’s it!
“I’m not going to invest in a freezer on my own,” said Jeremy. “We also bought a large 
stock of ice cream and still have a lot that hasn’t been sold. You committed to sell with me 
throughout the summer.”
“I never said I would remain a partner all summer,” responded Ben.
“But we bought enough ice cream for a long time,” argued Jeremy.
“Whether we did or didn’t, I want out!” declared Ben. “What’s going to stop me?”
“Maybe Rabbi Dayan?” said Jeremy. “I think we have a case here and should ask him 
whether or not you can just break off.”
“That’s fine with me,” agreed Ben. “If he says I can’t leave, I’ll continue together with you.”
The two approached Rabbi Dayan. “We opened a joint business selling ice cream in our 
bungalow colony,” said Ben. “Can I break 
off and leave the business?”
“If a time was set for the partnership — 
e.g., until the end of August — you are 
committed until that time,” replied Rabbi 
Dayan. “You can dissolve the partnership 
only when the agreed-upon time arrives. 
If you were to continue together after 
this time, the partnership continues with 
whatever terms were initially agreed 
upon. 
“However, if you stated that you want 
to dissolve the partnership and Jeremy 
continued to do business with the joint 
money afterward, the gain and loss is 
his” (C.M. 176:15,23; Pischei Choshen, 
Shutfim 3:4[10]).
“What if there was no set time?” asked 
Jeremy.
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 Did you know that signing 
a service contract that 
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guarantor #17

to others and passed away before 
repayment of the loan, even if the 
testator’s heirs collect those funds, the 
bechor does not receive a double portion 
from those funds, since the testator did 
not have possession of those funds when 
he died (C.M. 278:3).
Q: One daughter married when she was 
older, and before she married she spent 
Pesach with my father-in-law and over the 
years purchased many expensive items 
for the Pesach Seder; e.g., an expensive 
Seder plate, Kiddush cups, etc. She now 
claims that since she purchased those 
items with her own money, she has the 
right to take them back, and their value is 
not deducted from the amount that she 
inherits. Is she allowed to take back those 
items?
A: It is clear that she has no halachic right 
to take back the items she bought for her 
father. When one gives a gift and does 
not attach any conditions to that gift it is 
binding, and the gift-giver may not renege 
on the gift. Even after the recipient passes 
away, the gift-giver has no claim to take 
back the gift since it is the property of the 
deceased and is bequeathed to his heirs. 
Even if the gift-giver did not really want to 
give a gift but considered it awkward to 
stipulate that s/he is only loaning it to the 
recipient for the remainder of his lifetime, 
but that after his passing the giver wants 
the gifts back, the giver should have at 
least given notice to the recipient’s heirs 
or to witnesses that the gift was only for 
the lifetime of the recipient and afterward 
s/he wants it back.
Since your sister-in-law did not make any 
stipulations or declarations, the gifts are 
absolute and are subject to the standard 
halachos of inheritances.

money matters

“In that case, each partner can unilaterally dissolve the partnership at any time,” replied 
Rabbi Dayan. “The assets should be divided, or sold, if dividing them would cause a loss. 
“But if the merchandise has to wait for a certain time to be sold, such as seasonal items, 
you cannot dissolve the partnership until the merchandise is sold at its proper time. 
“Similarly, some maintain that if the merchandise is meant to be sold little by little, you 
must wait until it is sold, since this is like waiting for its proper time” (C.M. 176:16-17; 
Kesef Kodashim 176:17; Pischei Choshen, Shutfim 3:[5]).
“Furthermore, Nesivos (176:34, 8) maintains that even when no time was set, you 
can dissolve the partnership unilaterally only when the other party is restricting the 
business,” added Rabbi Dayan. 
“However, if he wants to continue selling together, but you want to break off and work 
alone, you cannot unilaterally dissolve the partnership since you committed to work 
together, and mazla d’bei trei adif (joint fortune is better). It is unclear how long you must 
continue; presumably, until the current merchandise is sold. 
“Chochmas Shlomo (176:16) seemingly disagrees and maintains that the partners are not 
committed when no time was set.”
“Where does this leave us?” asked Ben.
“If the partnership was set until a certain time, you cannot break off beforehand,” 
answered Rabbi Dayan. “If you did not stipulate a time, you still should wait until the 
current merchandise is sold, since ice cream is meant to be sold little by little and Ben is 
interested in continuing to sell together.”
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Arev Kablan
(Based on writings of Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita)
Q: My local gemach states that the guarantor is an arev kablan. What does that mean?
A: In general, the lender cannot turn to the guarantor without first suing the borrower. 
Even if the borrower is difficult to collect from, or does not have known assets, the 
lender cannot turn immediately to the guarantor, unless he stipulated beforehand 
“mimi she’ertzeh efra (techilah),” that he can collect (immediately) from whomever he 
wants (C.M. 129:14). 
An arev kablan carries a greater level of responsibility; he is considered a pseudo-
borrower. The lender can turn to an arev kablan immediately if the borrower does not 
want to pay, even if he has known assets (C.M. 129:15). 
Therefore, the gemach requires that the guarantor be an arev kablan, so that they can 
turn to him if they have any difficulty collecting from the borrower. 
If the kablan (and some say any guarantor) receives the money directly from the lender 
and hands it to the borrower, the primary responsibility is on him, unless he acted as an 
agent of the borrower (C.M. 129:19; Nesivos 129:13).
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employee and an oness occurs, the employee is 
not obligated to refund the money, even if they 
did not stipulate that it is non-refundable. The 
rationale is that since the employer paid before 
the commencement of the employment of his 
own volition, even though he is not obligated to 
pay until the end of the period of employment, 
that indicates that he wants the employee to 
have the money even in the event of an oness 
(Tosafos, B.M. 79b, cited by Shach, C.M. 334:2). 
Accordingly, if the employee demanded 
payment in advance and the employer did not 
pay of his own volition, there is no evidence 
that the employer agreed that the employee 
can keep the money unconditionally, and in the 
event of an oness he must refund the money 
(Maharach, Ohr Zarua 66).
Others write that the reason the employee 
loses when an oness occurs is that since he 
did not make any stipulation to the contrary, 
he is the one seeking to collect and bears the 
burden of proof (hamotzi me’chaveiro alav 
haraayah). Therefore, if the employee was 
paid in advance, he is not required to refund 
the money. This would apply even when the 
employee demanded payment in advance, 
since he is in possession of the money and the 
employer is the one seeking a refund (Erech Shai 
334:1; see also Mishpetei Hachoshen, pp. 227-
235). Accordingly, the caterer cannot be forced 
to refund the customer’s money, though it may 
be appropriate to negotiate a compromise if the 
caterer had no damage (see Chukos Hachaim, 
Falagi, 47).
As far as the mashgiach is concerned, he has no 
claim against the caterer. The caterer does not 
work as the mashgiach’s agent; the mashgiach 
is an employee of the caterer and is paid as an 
employee. Therefore, since an oness occurred 
and there was no job to perform, absent any 
contractual agreement or known custom, they 
are not required to pay him.

money matters

more so one’s life (hashavas gufo)!
“Regarding hashavas aveidah of property, a person is not required to forgo his own 
money to save another person’s property,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “However, a 
person is required to forgo money to save another’s life, such as by hiring rescuers or 
equipment. Because of the prohibition to stand idly by, a person is even required to give 
up all his wealth to save another Jew from imminent danger!” (C.M. 426:1; Marcheshes 
1:43; Encyclopedia Talmudis 10:344).
“Then why is the person liable?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“This is derived from the case of a person who is being chased by murderers and 
escapes by damaging other people’s property en route,” said Rabbi Dayan. “One who 
saves himself at another’s expense is liable for the damage. Similarly, the rescued man is 
required to reimburse you here if he can pay” (C.M. 380:3; Sma 426:1; Rema, Y.D. 252:12).
“What if I knew beforehand that the person is unable to pay?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“That is not a reason to avoid saving his life,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The obligation 
remains to save a fellow Jew” (Meiri, Sanhedrin 73b; Shulchan Aruch Harav, Hil. Nizkei 
Haguf #7).
“In your case, since seconds were critical, the person whom you saved is liable for 
damage to your phone,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “If you could have easily removed the 
phone, he would be legally exempt, since the loss was not necessary for the rescue. It 
would be common decency to pay, nonetheless, since it is difficult when saving a life to 
consider all the monetary ramifications.”
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story line

Who Is the Bechor?
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita

Q: An assimilated Jew had a son with a non-Jewish wife. The man became a baal 
teshuvah and married a divorced Jewish woman, who had a son from her previ-
ous marriage. The man later learned that he was a Kohen and prohibited to a di-
vorced woman. He married a third woman, who did not have children previously, 
and had another son. Who is the bechor for inheritance?
A: Bechor for purposes of inheritance (in contrast to pidyon haben) is dependent on 
the father. However, the son from the non-Jewish woman is not considered a hala-
chic descendant and does not deny rights of bechor from the subsequent son (C.M. 
277:8,10).

Thus, the son born from the second woman is the man’s bechor, even though it 
was a prohibited marriage and she already had a son (who is also a bechor to his 
father). The son from the third wife, while a bechor for purposes of pidyon haben, is 
not a bechor for purposes of inheritance (C.M. 277:9)
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 לרפו״ש ר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה, ור׳ אלטר חיים בן יהודית, ור׳ ברוך מרדכי בן טעסיל, ור׳ אברהם בן רחל, ור׳ מתתיהו חיים בן עטיל  
 ולרפו״ש לאה בת שרה ריבא, ורחל בת חיה ביילא בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 

Yahrtzeits of our 
 ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְשָרֵאל

 כ״ט מנחם אב
5576 - 5669 
1816 - 1909 

מּוֵאל ַסַלנְׁט זַַצ״ל  ,was born in Bialystok, Russia ר׳ שְׁ
to ִבי ִהירש  At age 7, he was sent to .ִריָסא and ר׳ צְׁ
learn under ר׳ ֶצַמח ַשִפיָרא of Kaiden. A regular 
visitor of the מּוֵאל ,ר׳ יֹוֵסף זּונדל ,ָרב  eventually ר׳ שְׁ

married his daughter, Toiba and moved to Volozhin to 
learn. He developed a lung disease and was advised to 
move to a warmer climate, so in 1841, he journeyed to 
ָרֵאל Initially, he collected funds for .יְׁרּוָשַליִם  and ֲענִיֵי ֶאֶרץ יִשְׁ
created a ָדָקה  fund. He accepted the ר׳ ֵמִאיר ַבַעל ַהנֵס צְׁ
appointment as ָרב of נַז כְׁ ִהַלת ַאשְׁ  ,in 1871. Beloved by all קְׁ
he unified the נַזִי כְׁ ָפַרִדי and ַאשְׁ ִהָלה communities. His סְׁ  קְׁ
grew from about 5,000 to over 30,000. Although he lost 

his eyesight in 1888, he founded יְִׁשיַבת ֵעץ ַחיִים and the 
  .hospital ִבּקּור חֹוִלים

  

 

 

 

Understanding Davening  
 לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל  

ה ד׳  רּוְך ַאתָּ …בָּ  — Blessed are You, ד׳,… 
 is the most perfect and our direct blessings to Him ד׳
cannot add or change Him. For what purpose are we 
commanded to bless ד׳ (e.g. before or after we eat food, 
every day in davening etc.)? This question is asked by 
the ָב״א ,ַרֵבינּו בְַׁחיֵי ,ִחּנּוְך) ִראשֹונִים   ִחּנּוְך and others). The ,ַרשְׁ

ָוה ת״ל)  :offers a very unique explanation (ָפָרַשת ֵעֶקב — ִמצְׁ
ָוה in His Kindness created the ד׳ ַכת ַהָמזֹון of ִמצְׁ  as a ִברְׁ
perfect זְׁכּות to receive נָָסה  By declaring with every .ַפרְׁ
 You are the source of all blessings,” we verbally“ ,בְָׁרָכה
recognize that all blessings in the entire universe are 
from one source — You, ד׳. This awakens us internally to 
give thanks to ד׳. Thanking and recognizing ד׳ for all His 

kindness, creates the זְׁכּות to receive His בְָׁרכֹות and 
for ד׳ answering our ִפלֹות    .תְׁ

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah  
(with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 

ָאה ֶאת ה׳ ֱאֹלֶקיָך   יִרְׁ ֵֹׁאל ֵמִעָמְך ִכי ִאם לְׁ ָרֵאל ָמה ה׳ ֱאֹלֶקיָך ש ָבִרים י:יב(… וְַׁעָתה יִשְׁ )דְׁ  

 Now, O ָרֵאל  … your G-d ,ה׳ your G-d, ask of you? Only to fear ,ה׳ what does ,ִישְׂ

 Rav Chaim Volozhiner זַַצ״ל offers an interesting and practical explanation of this ָפסּוק. One who truly fears 

 will merit that he fears nothing or no one else. On the other — ה׳ in other words, a person who is only in awe of — ה׳

hand, one who does not fear ה׳ is, unfortunately, going to be scared of everything, even his own shadow. 

Consequently, ֶֹׁשה ָרֵאל told מ  since they were compelled to fear something, they should realize to focus their ,כְַׁלל יִשְׁ

fear only on ה׳. Thus, they will have no reason to fear anything else. Moshe said to ָרֵאל ַלל יִשְׁ  is asking of you is ה׳ All“ ,כְׁ

that you fear Him.” By fearing ה׳, you will relieve yourselves of all other sources of fear. 

 The Baal Shem Tov זַַצ״ל offers an interesting interpretation to the words ַאת ָשַמיִם  While the .ה׳ fear of ,יִרְׁ

usual term refers to man’s fear of ה׳, the Baal Shem Tov defines it as the fear that ה׳ has for His nation. Of course, ה׳ 

fears nothing. However, there is a form of fear that applies in this circumstance, which can be explained through a 

  .an analogy, of a father and teaching his young child about safety ,ָמָשל

 A father, desiring to protect his child from injury, warns his youngster that if he goes where he does not 

belong, he will be punished. For instance, parents tell their young children never to run into the street, for fear they 

might be hurt by a passing car. In order to reinforce our warning, parents “attach” the fear of punishment. The young 

child will almost invariably stay away from the street, but not for the right reason. The youngster only fears his 

parent’s punishment, not the possibility of any injury that may result from his own carelessness. 

 The same idea applies to our relationship with ה׳. We are warned regarding various ֲעֵברֹות, transgressions. 

Each ֲעֵבָרה carries with it a different category of punishment. ה׳ attaches a punishment to the sins so that we will be 

careful not to transgress. In reality when we err and sin, we are hurting our נְָׁשָמה, souls, and that is the real reason 

why we must not sin. 

 fears for our spiritual health and welfare. He fears we might do something foolish, something harmful to ה׳ 

ourselves. This is referred to as a ַאת ָשַמיִם  has for our spiritual welfare. He only punishes to ה׳ the fears that ,יִרְׁ

guide us to the right path and would prefer that we never need to be punished in the first place. 

 

 

מּוֵאל ַסַלנְׁט זַַצ״ל  s ‘open’ר׳ שְׁ
house’ for visitors extended to 
all hours. He refused to limit 
visiting times, explaining that 
we must emulate ד׳’s ways…

ָכל ֵעת  ָכל יֹום ּובְׁ נֵס אֹוָתנּו ָתִמיד, בְׁ ַפרְׁ ּומְׁ

ָכל ָשָעה  and He supports …— ּובְׁ
us every day, at all times and at 
every moment! ד׳ has no 
“visiting hours”. We must act 
the same way. There is a huge 
stone over his ֶקֶבר on ַהר ַהזֵיִתים, 
known as “R’ Shmuel’s Stone”, 
taken from the yard of his 
home. It was the bench which 
had been used by elderly 

people waiting to see the ָרב. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל

טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל״נ לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ ר׳ שמואל מנחם משה בן ר׳ יצחק הכהן ז״ל, לע  
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א
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 שקיעה 

  מוצש״ק 

PAI NEWS 
Due to tragic events taking 

place in ארץ ישראל and around 

the world, please try to say 

extra תהלים for אחינו בני ישראל in 

all of our תפלות and before/

after all of our learning and 

doing מצות. Every תפלה counts! In 

the זכות of the collective תפלות 

and מצות of תינוקות של בית רבן and 

 to זוכה may we be גאנץ כלל ישראל

the גאלה שלמה בקרוב! 

 

 

 

This week’s issue and Pirchei Learning Program are sponsored by 

  Reb Leivi and Mrs. Hochhauser  

 לע״נ אבי מורי משה בן לוי ז״ל ולע״נ ר׳ אברהם יעקב הכהן פאם זצ״ל נפטרו כ״ח מנחם אב תשס״א

נא:ג(-)ישעיהו מט:יד… ותאמר ציון עזבני ה׳ הפטרה: פרשה: עקב          
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(19:33+  9)מולד יום שבת קודש בשעה:  חלקים יום כפור קטן )מוקדם( ביום ה׳   מברכים ר״ח אלול     5שבועות לראש השנה:    
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 :Questions of the week ַרִש״י 
1.What are the first words that parents should teach their child 

when the child begins talking? 
2.Where is there a reference in the תֹוָרה to ִחיַת ַהֵמִתים  — תְׁ

resurrection of the dead? 

Answers 

1. From the time that a young child begins to speak, he should be taught the 
words: תֹוָרה  so that this should be the natural pattern of the child’s ִצָּוה ָלנּו מֶֹׁשה 
speech (11:19 — ד״ה לְַׁדֵבר בָּם). 

2. The ָפסּוק says to give to them, not to give to you. This implies that the ָאבֹות will 
be resurrected and receive the land in person ( ד״ה לֵָּתת לֶָּהם … — 11:21). 

For sponsorship or comments, please call: 718 972 2188 or Fax: 718 506 9633. 

 

ָבִרים יא:יח(.…  ֹׁת ֵבין ֵעינֵיֶכם )דְׁ ֶכם וְָׁהיּו לְׁטֹוָטפ ָֹׁתם לְׁאֹות ַעל יֶדְׁ ֶתם א ַשרְׁ ּוקְׁ  
 … And you shall bind them for a sign upon your arm and let them be an 
ornament between your eyes. 
 The Germans deported the Jews of the town. Mendel and Moshe made 
sure to take their ִפיִלין  and vowed that come what may, they would strive to fulfill ,תְׁ
this precious ָוה  every single day. Upon arrival in Auschwitz, they were ordered to ִמצְׁ
undress. All possessions, including their ִפיִלין  were confiscated. Immediately, they ,תְׁ
began searching for a way to obtain another pair of ִפיִלין  They found out that all .תְׁ
religious articles were thrown into a shed. Mendel asked a gentile worker his price 
to get him a pair of ִפיִלין  The gentile demanded one day’s food rations. Mendel .תְׁ
quickly agreed.  
 The next day, the gentile brought the ִפיִלין  and Mendel handed over his תְׁ
rations. When Mendel opened the boxes housing the ִפיִלין  — he was dismayed ,תְׁ
they were both ִפיִלין ֶשל יַד  .He sought out the gentile and explained the problem !תְׁ
“Look here, Jew. I took a big risk bringing you those things. How was I supposed to 
know you wanted 2 different boxes? If you want me to risk it again, it will cost you 
another day’s food.” Mendel agreed. 
 Mendel and Moshe shared their ִפיִלין  with any Jew who wanted to put תְׁ
them on. All were well aware that to get caught would probably mean death. One 
day, a kapo entered the barracks and asked if he could borrow the ִפיִלין  Mendel .תְׁ
was obliged to comply. They were never returned. 
 The next day, Mendel stood near the barbed wire fence as a new 
transport of Jews arrived. As the deportees were entering the camp grounds, 
Mendel hurried over. “Who has ִפיִלין  he asked frantically. One old man called ”?תְׁ
out, “I do.” “Please, give them to me,” said Mendel. “… I will guard them, and will 
return them to you as soon as possible.” The man gave the ִפיִלין  to Mendel. The תְׁ
Nazis, murdered the man on that day. Mendel kept the ִפיִלין  ,and, as in the past תְׁ
shared them with everyone. 
 One day, while a prisoner was wearing the ִפיִלין  a Nazi entered the ,תְׁ
barracks. He demanded to know to whom the ִפיִלין  belonged. Mendel raised his תְׁ
hand. “You should really die for this,” the Nazi said, “but I have thought of an even 
better punishment. This afternoon, we will assemble the prisoners. They will gather 
around a fire … and you will throw your ‘precious treasure’ into the flames!” He 
tossed the ִפיִלין  .and left תְׁ
 The inmates were crestfallen. The man caught wearing the ִפיִלין  begged תְׁ
for forgiveness. Mendel assured him this was unnecessary. “As for that beast’s 
orders,” Mendel continued, “I have been prepared for such a possibility.” He bent 
down near his bed, pried up a floorboard and withdrew what looked like a pair of 
ִפיִלין  I made these a while back, thinking that they might come in handy some“ .תְׁ
day. Today is that day.” 
 That afternoon, the Jews assembled in a circle around a fire which the 
Nazis had set. As the Nazis looked on mockingly, Mendel threw his empty wooden 
boxes into the flames. The next morning, he and his friends donned the ִפיִלין  as ,תְׁ
they had done previously. 
 It was 1945. The Nazis, realizing that their defeat was inevitable, stopped 
providing even the pitiful rations which they had been giving until that point. 
Mendel, very weak, lay on his bed, eyes closed, barely alive. Moshe, in somewhat 
better health, rushed about, trying to find any food which would keep his brother 
alive. Moshe noticed something fall off of a German’s cart. It was a lump of sugar, a 
precious commodity! Quickly, he exchanged the lump of sugar for a few slices of 
bread. He ran back to his barracks, crumbled the bread into small pieces and 
placed a few crumbs into his starving brother’s mouth. Mendel opened his eyes 
and looked up at his younger brother with a mixture of love and gratitude. In a 
whisper, he pleaded, “Please bring me the ִפיִלין  ”…I haven’t worn them today … תְׁ
 The very next day, the Allies took control of the camp. Mendel and 

Moshe eventually made their way to America, along with their precious 
ִפיִלין  .תְׁ

 *The ָחֵפץ ַחיִים continues about the useless and sometimes negative value 
of holding on to money that belong to others. He interprets the נִָביא’s 
harsh words: ָפט ַבֲחִצי ִמשְׁ ֶֹׁשר וְֹׁלא בְׁ ֶֹׁשה ע יָָמיו יַַעזְֶׁבּנו... ...ע —one who amasses 

wealth unjustly; in the middle of his days it will leave him... (יָהּו יז:יא מְׁ  either the — (יִרְׁ
money will be lost from the person, or ח״ו the other way around. Furthermore, if the 
money that belongs to others gets mixed with previously “good” money, it will cause 
the “good” money to become contaminated and it will also be lost. 
*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Review of the ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד is far more extensive and appropriate. 

A Loving Kindness Moment:  חלק ב׳ פרק כד  —ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד  

The ָחֵפץ ַחיִים learns the idea that other people’s money will contaminate your money from the words of 
ָך :ֲחזַ״ל לּו ִממְׁ ָת ֶאת ֶשֵאינֹו ֶשלְָׁך, ֶאת ֶשלְָׁך יִטְׁ  ,if you try to take for yourself (i.e. keep) that which is not yours , ִאם נַָטלְׁ

then what is yours will be taken from you! (ַמֶסֶכת ֶדֶרְך ֶאֶרץ זּוָטא ֶפֶרק ג׳) 

  

Living with the Torah 
Black Boxes 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִפי ֲהָלָכה.                                   For newsletter &/or learning sponsorship opportunities: 212 797 9000 ext 272. 

 

 

 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of 

the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
 ִהְלכֹות ִעְנָיֵני ְדיֹוָמא: ֶאלּול

 During the month of ֶאלּול, one should write at the beginning or end 
of a personal letter to a friend, wishing them a ִתיָבה וְַׁחִתיָמה טֹוָבה  .כְׁ

 Beginning on Sunday this year, each weekday morning of the month 
of ֶאלּול, after the ִצבּור finishes ַשֲחִרית, there is a ִמנְָׁהג to blow the שֹוָפר. 
If one davens alone, one does not blow the שֹוָפר. 

   
An elderly couple came to seek the advice of R' Shmuel 
Salant זַַצ״ל. The old father explained that his children no 
longer kept ֹות  and the couple needed to know if they ִמצְׁ
should accept their gifts of support. With love in his heart, 
R' Shmuel responded, “ ָוה זִיכן זֵײ צּו טָאן  דָאס ִװילסטּו …אֵײן ִמצְׁ

ָוה One — פּון זֵײ ַאװֶעקנֶעמֶען?!  … they are looking to fulfill ִמצְׁ
Do you want to take it away from them?” 

Sage Sayings 
Source: Heard around the Shabbos table 

 

 

 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
A letter from a Rebbi (pseudo—based on interviews) 

 

Dear  Talmid, 
מּוֵאל ַסַלנְׁט זַַצ״ל   was in his nineties when the following  ר׳ שְׁ
story took place: 
ֹׁב ָשאּול  ִציֹון was the זַַצ״ל Elyashar ר׳ יֲַעק ִהַלת ) ִראשֹון לְׁ קְׁ ֹׁאש דְׁ ר
ָפַרד  :On July 13, 1906, he received the following telegram .(סְׁ
 To the Esteemed ֹׁב ָשאּול  Elyashar ר׳ יֲַעק
 May peace be upon you. 
 I, the ָרב of Noviminsk, make the following request in the 
name of the entire ִהָלה  asking you to intercede on our behalf at a ,קְׁ
time of great distress. A few months ago, a local government official by 
the name of Nasalink was murdered. The brothers, ֶאִליֶעזֶר and  ַֹׁח  נ
Horowitz, presently in יְׁרּוָשַליִם, testified that they witnessed the crime 
and accused five gentiles as the murderers. Based on their testimony, 
the five were sentenced to death. 
 Now, we fear our gentile neighbors will retaliate in force 
against us. Therefore, I request that the ִציֹון  speak to these two ִראשֹון לְׁ
men and demand they confess that they testified out of hatred for the 
accused. If they admit the truth, the prisoners will be reprieved from 
the death penalty, and the Jewish community will be saved from a 
pogrom. Please forward their testimony via the Russian consulate in 
ר׳  who will forward it to the Warsaw authorities. Signed by ,יְׁרּוָשַליִם
ֹׁב מּוֵאל יֲַעק  .Rabinovitz שְׁ
 R' Elyashar spoke to the Horowitz brothers, but they were 
adamant that everything they said was the truth. ֹׁב ָשאּול  had a ר׳ יֲַעק
sneaking suspicion that something was wrong and sent a messenger to 
מּוֵאל  explained that this was likely a fraud, coming from ָרב The .ר׳ שְׁ
relatives of those in jail. He advised R' Elyashar to send a telegram that 
it is illegal for a Turkish citizen to mix into a foreign country’s internal 
affairs. As it turned out, the consequences would have been disastrous 
for the Jewish ִהָלה   .of Noviminsk if the witnesses had retracted קְׁ
 My ִמיד  we may have reacted differently, but we should ,ַתלְׁ
learn from R' Shmuel and R' Elyashar how our ָרֵאל  are given a גְׁדֹוֵלי יִשְׁ

special ַמיָא ָתא ִדשְׁ  .to deal with complex issues ִסיַעְׁ
 יְִׁהי זִכְׁרֹו ָברּוְך!

יְִׁדידּות   ֶרִבי Your  ,בְׁ
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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Eikev 5778

On Shabbos One Indulges 

in the Physical on a Higher 

Plane 

Introduction 

At the end of last week’s parashah it is 

said (Devarim 7:11) vishamarta es 

hamitzvah vies hachukim vies 

hamishpatim asher anochi mitzvavcha 

hayom laasosam, you shall observe the 

commandment, and the decrees and the 

ordinances that I command you today, to 

perform them. Rashi writes that that the 

inference of the words hayom laasosam, 

today to perform them, is that today, i.e. 

in this world, one is obligated to perform 

the mitzvos, whereas the reward is only 

in the World to Come. The Baal 

HaTurim in this week’s parashah, Eikev, 

notes the juxtaposition of the words 

hayom laasosam to the words vehayah 

eikev tishmiun, this shall be the reward 

when you hearken… This teaches us that 

the reward for the mitzvos that we 

perform is eikev, loosely translated as 

the end, i.e. in the World to Come. The 

Gemara (Brachos 57b) states that 

Shabbos is a semblance of the World to 

Come. One must wonder that if Shabbos 

is truly a semblance of the World to 

Come, then why is it that all of our 

actions on Shabbos revolve around the 

physical, such as eating and drinking, 

and according to some, sleeping? Is not 

the World to Come a place where there 

is no physical indulgence, as the Gemara 

(Ibid 17a) states: in the World to Come 

there is no eating and no drinking? 

Rather, the righteous sit with their 

crowns on their heads and delight in the 

radiance of the Divine Presence. This 

being the case, it would seem that there 

is no need to indulge in physical 

pleasures on Shabbos, as one should 

seek to maximize this ether-worldly 

experience.  

Walking on Shabbos is Different Than 

the Week 

Perhaps the resolution of this enigma can 

be found in the word eikev. Rashi quotes 

the Sifri that states that the word eikev 

means heel, and thus the verse can be 

interpreted as follows: vehayah eikev 

tishmiun, if you perform the mitzvos that 

are normally trampled on by ones eikev, 

heel, then you will receive all the 

blessings that I have promised to your 

forefathers. There are various opinions 

regarding the nature of these mitzvos 

that one tramples with his heel. Some 

opinions maintain that the mitzvos 

referred to here are the mitzvos that one 

literally performs with his feet, such as 

plowing and threshing and other mitzvos 

which relate to tilling the land. Other 

opinions maintain that Rashi is referring 

to mitzvos that people may consider 

routine, such as reciting blessings and 

donning tzitzis and Tefillin. I would like 

to suggest in the context of these verses 
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that the Torah is alluding to Shabbos, as 

regarding Shabbos it is said (Yeshaya 

58:13) im tashiv miShabbos raglecho, if 

you restrain your foot because it is the 

Shabbos. The Gemara (Shabbos 113a) 

derives from this verse that one should 

not walk on Shabbos in the same manner 

as he walks during the week. 

Furthermore, the commentators write 

that the word regel, literally defined as 

leg, can also allude to hergel, that which 

one is accustomed to. On Shabbos one is 

supposed to indulge in physical actions, 

albeit in a different manner than during 

the week.  

The Shabbos Connection 

This can be the explanation of the 

statement that Shabbos is a semblance of 

the World to Come. On Shabbos one 

may eat, drink and sleep, but by 

declaring that his actions are lekavod 

Shabbos Kodesh, for the sake of the 

Holy Shabbos, he has deviated from his 

normal routine, and thus he is akin to 

one who resides in the World to Come. 

The reason for this is because 

essentially, the World to Come is a 

reflection of how one elevated the 

physical in this world to a spiritual 

plane. When one acts in a different 

manner on Shabbos than during the 

week, he is elevating the physical to the 

realm of the spiritual, and this is akin to 

the World to Come. May we all merit 

the day that will be completely Shabbos 

and rest day for eternal life. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Dror Yikra 

The composer was Dunash ben Librat, 

the famed medieval grammarian and 

paytan who lived from 4680-4750 

(920990 C.E.). He was born in Baghdad 

and, except for twenty years in Fez, 

lived there his entire life. He was a 

nephew and disciple of Rabbeinu 

Saadiah Gaon and was acquainted with 

many of the Sages of his time. Rashi and 

Ibn Ezra quote him extensively. His 

name appears four times as the acrostic 

of the stiches in stanzas 1,2,3, and 6. 

This zemer is a prayer to HaShem to 

protect the Jewish People, destroy its 

tormentors, and bring the Nation peace 

and redemption.  

 ,ְנַטע ׂשֹוֵרק ְבתֹוְך ַכְרִמי. ְשֵעה ַשְוַעת ְבֵני ַעִמי

plant a branch within my vineyard, turn 

to the outcry of my people! What is the 

association between planting a branch in 

a vineyard and listening to the plea of 

the Jewish People? I believe I found the 

answer to this question while reading the 

Book INCREDIBLE! By Rabbi 

Nachman Seltzer. The narrative is about 

the life of the CEO of Arachim, Rabbi 

Yossi Wallis, and the INCREDIBLE 

events in his forebear’s history. I 

strongly recommend that you read the 

book, and you will see how powerful it 

is for a Jew to “plant a branch” in the 

vineyard of Judaism, i.e. to adhere to the 

Torah’s principles and to faith in 

HaShem, so that one’s progeny will 

flourish. When one plants that branch in 

the vineyard, one can then expect 

HaShem to listen to the outcry of His 

people.  

http://www.artscroll.com/Books/9781422617113.html
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Shabbos Stories 

Fish for Shabbos 

It was Sivan of 5567/1807, and 

thousands of joyous Chasidim were 

anticipating the wedding that would 

unite two illustrious dynasties. The 

chassan, Reb Yekusiel Zalman, was the 

son of Reb Yosef Bunim Wallis, who 

was the son-in-law of the great Jewish 

defender, Reb Levi Yitzchak of 

Berditchev. Reb Yekusiel was soon to be 

wed to Baila, who was the daughter of 

Reb Dov Ber, later known as the Mittler 

Rebbe, who was the son of the Baal 

HaTanya, Reb Schneur Zalman of Liadi. 

The town of Zhlobin was chosen as the 

setting for the wedding, as many of the 

Baal HaTanya’s Chasidim resided in 

Zhlobin, which was also equidistant 

from the towns of Berditchev and Liadi. 

The Chupah was going to take place on 

Friday afternoon, as was the custom in 

those times, and the festive meal would 

follow on Friday night. On the morning 

of the wedding day, the Rebbetzen of the 

Baal HaTanya had a complaint. While 

the Rebbetzen was willing to prepare the 

entire Friday night meal, as the custom 

was that the meal would be prepared by 

the kallah’s side, there was one slight 

problem. There was no fish available, 

and what would a Shabbos wedding 

meal be without fish? Furthermore, the 

Rebbetzen had heard that Reb Levi 

Yitzchak had a custom to always eat fish 

at a Seudas mitzvah, a festive meal, and 

if there was no fish, he would recite 

Kiddush and HaMotzi and not partake in 

the remainder of the meal. This would 

surely be unfitting for such a joyous 

occasion. When Reb Schneur Zalman 

heard of the dilemma, he declared that 

Reb Levi Yitzchak himself should be 

consulted. When Reb Levi Yitzchak 

heard about the problem, he asked in 

wonder, “Could it be that there will not 

be fish for Shabbos? Are there no rivers 

in this town?” The messenger of the 

Rebbetzen responded, “the Dnieper 

River flows nearby, but the river does 

not have fish.” The Heilegeh 

Berditchever summoned a horse and 

buggy and he then sent a message 

inviting his mechutan, The Baal 

HaTanya, to join him at the banks of the 

river. When they arrived at the river, 

Reb Levi Yitzchak removed a 

handkerchief and waved it over the river, 

all the while murmuring verses from the 

zemer Azamer b’Shvuchin, the famous 

zemer of the Arizal that is sung Friday 

night. Reb Levi Yitzchak then called out 

the words “vinunin urachashin,” which 

is Aramaic for fish and meat. Suddenly, 

schools of fish cane swimming towards 

them from all directions. People ran to 

get their nets, and soon their buckets 

were filled with fish, in honor of the 

Holy Shabbos. 

Speaking Louder 

Reb Mendel Kaplan (1913-1985) was a 

Rebbe at the Talmudical Yeshiva of 

Philadelphia from 1965 until he passed 

away. In the later years, he would 

conduct an early morning class with a 

select group of students. He would study 

with them Daas Chachma U’Mussar, the 

magnum opus of his Rebbe, Rabbi 
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Yeruchum Levovitz, the Mashgiach of 

the Mirrer Yeshiva of Europe and later 

Shanghai. Each day the group would 

meet before Shacharis (morning prayers) 

and listen to their elderly Rebbe discuss 

deep philosophical issues concerning the 

nature of man and the profound eternal 

struggle he faces. 

One night a heavy snow covered the 

streets of Philadelphia. As the boys 

trudged into the classroom they were 

dazzled by the view of the dawn 

breaking over the white blanket that 

softly covered the frozen ground. But an 

even more amazing sight beheld then 

inside the classroom. Rav Mendel was at 

sitting at his desk wearing his boots, 

gloves, and an overcoat that was as 

warm as his expression. “Today we will 

learn the real Mussar (ethics),” he 

smiled. “Don’t take off your boots and 

coats.” He closed the large tome on his 

desk and pointed to six shovels neatly 

stacked in the corner of the classroom. 

With that, he took a shovel, walked 

outside, and began to lead the boys in 

shoveling a path from the dormitories to 

the Bais Medrash where the entire 

school would soon conduct their 

morning prayers. (www.Torah.org)   

Shabbos in Halacha  

 Tying and Untying Knots - ,קושר ומתיר

 

Tying and untying knots are forbidden 

under the Avos Melachos of קושר, tying, 

and מתיר, untying. The halachos of tying 

and untying involve many details, 

including what is deemed a knot and 

differences between permanent and 

temporary knots. Such a discussion is 

beyond the scope of this work; we will 

merely point out several common 

applications of these prohibitions in the 

modern kitchen. 

 

Untying Knots 

 

One is prohibited to untie a plastic bag 

that has been tied with one of the 

forbidden knots mentioned above. 

Rather, to remove the contents of such a 

bag, one must tear open the bag. (One 

must avoid tearing any letters or pictures 

that are printed on the bag). 

 

One may not untie a string that is tied 

around a parcel. One should, if possible, 

slide the string off the parcel without 

tearing it. If this cannot be done, one 

may tear the string or cut the string in a 

destructive manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.torah.org/
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)9:6אלהיך נתן לך את הארץ הטובה הזאת לרשתה כי עם קשה ערף אתה ( ד'וידעת כי לא בצדקתך   

A mere 40 days after accepting the Torah at Mount Sinai, the Jewish people committed the worst 
sin in the history of their nation: the making and worship of the golden calf. Hashem’s preliminary 
reaction was to create a new nation which would be descended from Moshe (Shemos 32:8-10), a plan 
which was fortunately rejected as a result of Moshe’s fervent prayers on their behalf. 

Curiously, Rav Shalom Schwadron points out that a careful reading of these verses reveals that 
even this terrible sin didn’t arouse sufficient Divine wrath to warrant the annihilation of the Jewish 
people. Only after Hashem added that they were a stiff-necked people did He conclude that they were 
deserving of eradication. Although stubbornness is an undesirable trait, how can its severity be compared 
to the grievous sin of the golden calf, and how can we understand that this was the primary cause of 
Hashem’s initial decree? 

Rav Shalom answers that no matter how grave a sin a person may commit, it is always possible to 
correct his ways. However, this is dependent upon his willingness to critically examine his ways. After 
Hashem noted that besides having committed a terrible sin the Jewish people were also stubborn and 
inflexible, there was no longer a chance that they would be willing to admit the error of their ways. Only 
at this point was their fate sealed. 

The importance of accepting rebuke is illustrated by the following humorous story. At one time, 
certain bus routes in Jerusalem were separated by gender for reasons of modesty. Late one stormy Friday 
afternoon, a pregnant woman missed the last bus for women before Shabbos. When the final men’s bus 
approached, she attempted to board.  

A fanatical man on the bus began vocally protesting her “immodesty.” One of the other 
passengers attempted to defend her, asking the extremist, “What about the law prohibiting the public 
embarrassment of another Jew?” The zealot turned to her supporter and responded, “You’re right, so why 
are you embarrassing me!” 

This lesson can also be applied to marriage. When considering a person as a prospective spouse, 
the Chazon Ish advised that it is impossible to completely examine every attribute, viewpoint, and 
philosophy of the person in question. Therefore, in addition to making a good-faith effort to clarify the 
most important issues, it is also critical to find out whether the person is intransigent in his thinking.  

No matter how similar and well-matched two people may seem, there will inevitably arise 
differences of opinion and style in confronting life’s challenges. As long as each person is open-minded 
and flexible, willing to listen to and understand the viewpoint of the other and then reconsider his own, 
this needn’t be a cause for concern. However, if one spouse is stubborn and set in his ways, refusing to 
even consider alternate viewpoints, this presents a tremendous danger to the future peace and harmony in 
his home, and the Chazon Ish advised that one stay far away from such a match. 

Although many of us go through life convinced that we are always correct (and wondering when 
those around us will finally realize it), the lesson of the golden calf is that more important than the 
propriety of our deeds is our willingness to question them, maturely admit when we are wrong, and 
attempt to improve and learn from our mistakes. 
 
 

)9:21ואת חטאתכם אשר עשיתם את העגל לקחתי ואשרף אתו באש (  
In discussing the sin of the golden calf, Moshe told the Jewish people, “Your sin which you 

committed, I took it and burned it in fire.” Although Moshe took the physical calf and burned it, what did 
he mean when he said that he burned the actual sin, something which has no physical manifestation? 
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The Shelah HaKadosh explains that every action that a person does mystically creates a 
corresponding angel. Mitzvos generate good angels, while sins produce bad ones. Moshe recognized that 
simply burning the calf itself, while necessary, wouldn’t suffice to erase the spiritual effects of their 
actions. He therefore additionally took the destructive angel that was created through their sin and burned 
it as well. Moshe related this to teach that when repenting our misdeeds, we must sincerely regret our 
actions and accept upon ourselves not to repeat them in order to uproot not only the physical 
consequences of the sin but the spiritual ones as well. 
 
 

)11:12יך בה מרשית השנה ועד אחרית שנה (קאל 'דאלהיך דרש אתה תמיד עיני  'דארץ אשר   
The Gemora in Rosh Hashana (16b) teaches that any year which is “poor” at the beginning will 

be rich and full of blessing at the end. This is homiletically derived from our verse, which refers to the 
beginning of the year as רשית השנה (leaving out the letter א in the word ראשית), which may be 
reinterpreted as a poor year (רש means poor). The Gemora understands the Torah as hinting that such a 
year will have an אחרית, an ending different than that with which it began (i.e. rich and bountiful). 

As Rosh Hashana grows ever closer, what does this valuable advice mean, and how can we use it 
to ensure that the coming year will be a prosperous one for us and our loved ones? Rashi explains that a 
“poor” year refers to one in which a person makes himself poor on Rosh Hashana to beg and supplicate 
for his needs. In order to follow this advice, we must first understand what it means to make oneself like a 
poor person. 

Rav Chaim Friedlander explains that it isn’t sufficient to merely view oneself “as if” he is poor 
for the day. A person must honestly believe that his entire lot for the upcoming year – his health, 
happiness, and financial situation – will be determined on this day. In other words, at the present moment, 
he has absolutely nothing to his name and must earn it all from scratch. This may be difficult to do for a 
person who is fortunate enough to have a beautiful family, a good source of income, and no history of 
major medical problems. How can such a person honestly stand before Hashem and view himself as a 
pauper with nothing to his name? 

Rav Friedlander explains that if a person understands that all that he has is only because Hashem 
willed it to be so until now, he will recognize that at the moment Hashem wills the situation to change, it 
will immediately do so. Although we are accustomed to assuming that this couldn’t happen to us, most of 
us personally know of stories which can help us internalize this concept. 

I once learned this lesson the hard way on a trip to Israel. Shortly after arriving in Jerusalem, I 
took a taxi to the Kosel. My enthusiasm quickly turned to shocked disbelief when I suddenly realized that 
I’d forgotten my wallet in the back seat of the cab. Numerous frantic calls to the taxi’s company bore no 
fruit, and instead of proceeding to pray at the Kosel, I had to first stop to call my bank to cancel my credit 
cards. Looking back a few years later, I realize that I painfully learned that just because I had something 
and assumed it to be firmly in my possession, I shouldn’t rely on this belief and take if for granted. 

On Rosh Hashana, Hashem decrees what will happen to every person at every moment of the 
upcoming year, including what they will have and to what extent they will be able to enjoy it. Each 
person begins the year with a clean slate and must merit receiving everything which he had until now 
from scratch. If we view ourselves standing before Hashem’s Throne of Glory like a poor person with 
nothing to our names, we will realize that our entire existence in the year to come is completely 
dependent on Hashem’s kindness. A person who genuinely feels this way can’t help but beg and plead for 
Divine mercy. The Gemora promises that if he does so, Hashem will indeed be aroused to give him a 
decree of a wonderful year, something we should all merit in the coming year. 
 
 

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 

1) If three adult Jewish men eat a bread-based meal together, they are required recite Birkas 
HaMazon (8:10) together, with one of them leading the group by inviting the others to join him in 
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saying Grace after Meals. Generally, this honor is accorded to a Kohen, and in the absence of a 
Kohen, it is given to the most educated or pious member of the group. Under what circumstances 
would the most lenient of the men be required to lead the group? (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 45:21) 

2) If ten adult Jewish men eat a bread-based meal together, they must say Birkas HaMazon (8:10) 
together, and one of them begins by inviting the others to join him in saying Grace after Meals. 
Because of the presence of a minyan, the person leading the recitation invokes Hashem’s name 
(Elokeinu) when issuing this invitation. Under what circumstances would Hashem’s name not be 
mentioned, even though 10 adult Jewish men ate a meal together that included bread? (Mishnah 
Berurah 193:26) 

3) Moshe recounted that he descended from Mount Sinai with the 2nd set of Tablets after spending 
an additional 40 days on the mountain (10:5). Rashi writes (Shemos 34:29) that this took place on 
Yom Kippur. How was he permitted to carry the Tablets from the mountain, which is a private 
domain, to the Jewish camp, a public domain, on Yom Kippur? (Ramban Shemos 18:13, Shu”t 
Rivash 96, Panim Yafos Parshas Ki Sisa, Chasam Sofer Shemos 20:22, Shu”t Yehuda Ya’aleh 
Orach Chaim 192, Tzafnas Paneiach, Rinas Yitzchok, Chavatzeles HaSharon Parshas Ki Sisa) 

 
 

Answer to Point to Ponder: 
 
1) The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch writes that in a case where three people are eating a meal together and 
two of them are stringent not to eat bread which was cooked by a non-Jew while the third member of the 
group is lenient and is eating from such bread, he is required to lead the invitation to recite Birkas 
HaMazon. Since he is able to eat from the bread of the other two but they are unable to eat from his bread, 
he must serve as the leader of the group. 
 
2) The Mishnah Berurah rules that if ten Jewish men eat together while traveling in a wagon, they are 
obligated to say Birkas Hamazon together, with one man inviting the others to join him. However, 
Hashem’s name is omitted, for they are not considered to have eaten their meal in one fixed place since 
they were traveling in a wagon. 
 
3) In discussing a different question, the Ramban writes that Moshe descended from the mountain with 
the second set of Tablets on the day after Yom Kippur. The Rivash maintains that the Jews weren’t 
obligated to observe the Yomim Tovim until after the Mishkan was erected, in which case the restrictions 
of Yom Kippur were not yet in effect at this time. The Panim Yafos answers that Hashem gave the 
Tablets to Moshe after he began walking, in which case Moshe was Biblically permitted to carry them to 
the Jewish camp since he did not uproot them. The Chasam Sofer argues that just as one may desecrate 
Shabbos to save another person’s life and enable him to observe Shabbos in the future, so too Moshe was 
permitted to carry the Tablets on Yom Kippur since the acceptance of the entire Torah and future 
observance of Yom Kippur was dependent upon it. The Rogatchover Gaon notes that Moshe mentioned 
that he descended the mountain but did not say that he carried the Tablets with him, and he suggests that 
Moshe left them on the mountain because of the prohibition of carrying them on Yom Kippur. Rav 
Yitzchok Sorotzkin challenges this explanation from Shemos 34:29, which states explicitly that Moshe 
did carry the Tablets with him when he descended. Instead, he answers that the Midrash (Pirkei D’Rebbi 
Eliezer 45) teaches that the Tablets miraculously carried not only themselves, but also Moshe. In other 
words, Moshe was allowed to “carry” the Tablets because he wasn’t really carrying them at all. The 
Chavatzeles HaSharon suggests that the holiness of Yom Kippur only began at the time that Hashem 
told Moshe that He forgave the Jews for the golden calf. Since this occurred in the middle of Yom 
Kippur, Moshe was exempt from observing it until the following year. 
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishnah (Avos 2:1) states that one should be as careful with a 
vke vumn ("minor" mitzvah) as with a vrunj vumn (important one), 
because one does not know the reward allocated for each. The 
Meforshim ask, if one does not know the rewards, how can one 
know which is minor and which is important ? The Midrash 
Tanchuma (Devarim 3) derives from a Posuk in Mishlei that the  
Schar for mitzvos is not known so that all mitzvos will be 
observed, rather than just those which produce the greater reward. 
As an illustration, the Midrash notes that the "most" ke (easy) of 
mitzvos - sending away the mother bird, and the most runj 
(difficult) of mitzvos - honoring one's parents correctly, share the 
same Schar. If ease and difficulty is not the measure of mitzvos, 
what is the meaning of "uhcegc as osta ,ukev ,umnv" ? How 
could one tread with his heel on minor mitzvos if he does not 
know what they are ? The Gemara (Sotah 22a) states that R' 
Yochanan learned about receiving Schar from a widow, who 
despite living near a Shul, used to walk to R' Yochanan's Shul 
every day to daven. When R' Yochanan asked her why she didn't 
daven in her neighborhood, she said that she wanted ,ughxp rfa - 
an "extra" reward for walking (Rashi). The Divrei Yoel 
characterizes this ,ughxp rfa as a vke vumn, since it is not 
obligatory. As one fulfills it by being uhcegc as - stepping with 
one's heels, it may also be why the Drasha emanates from the 
word ceg before beginning the list of rewards one will receive in 
his lifetime for performing mitzvos. Since one does not receive 
Schar for fulfilling obligatory mitzvos in vzv okug, the Schar must 
be for the extra effort. Dovid HaMelech said "Every day I plan to 
go to different places but my feet take me to the Shuls and study 
houses". Where had Dovid intended to go ? It may be that he 
wished to obtain ,ughxp rfa by going to a different Shul or Beis 
HaMidrash. Instead his feet took him to his own.       

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If someone borrowed money intending to repay the loan, but then 
became unable to, does okah tku gar vuk apply to him ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May one praise a Chasan, if praise often leads to Lashon Hora ?)    
The MaHarshal (SMaG 9) states that the Gemara’s concern is 
regarding one’s friend, but not one’s Rebbi, since everyone 
knows that a Talmid is obligated to praise his Rebbi. The same 
would apply to a Chasan, just as it applies to the Kallah, about 
whom the Gemara (according to Beis Hillel) says that one is to 
say vsuxju vtb vkf, as everyone knows that they must be praised. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
Those who travel by airplane must recite knudv ,frc after the trip, 
whether they flew over water or not. It is the same as travelling by 
boat, after which one says the brocho, even if there had been no 
danger. Since both modes of travel are not on land, they are both 
deemed officially dangerous. (Igros Moshe j”ut 2:59)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Pesachim 8b) seeks to derive that those who are 
engaged in a mitzvah are protected from harm, citing the Posuk: 
lmrt ,t aht snjh tku, which is Hashem’s promise that no damage 
will befall the property of those who go up to Yerushalayim for 
the Shalosh Regalim. The Gemara presents the following 
examples: Your cow will graze in the meadow but no wild beast 
will harm it; your chicken will peck in the garbage and no weasel 
will harm it. The Gemara uses this for a Kal V’Chomer – if 
animals, who have a tendency to suffer harm when unguarded 
will be protected during this time, humans, who normally are able 
to avoid harm, will certainly be protected from harm on their way 
to and during their stay in Yerushalayim. Tosafos adds that the 
protection afforded to the animals is derived from the (extra) 
word ,t, characterizing the animals as a secondary derivative of 
lmrt (living as they do on the land), since the simple meaning of 
the Posuk would seem to refer only to the land itself being 
protected from thieves and/or marauders, in the owner’s absence. 
However, does not the Posuk say: aht snjh tku – that no man 
will covet [your land] ? How (and why) does the Gemara come 
up with examples of animals being protected from other animals ? 
The Torah refers to Eretz Yisroel as vc leukt ‘s hbhg … rat .rt – 
land which Hashem’s eyes are upon, and the Rambam (Moreh 
Nevuchim 1:44) notes that Hashem’s eyes refer to Hashgacha 
Pratis, Hashem’s special oversight provided to each individual. 
The Zohar explains that Reuven had Yosef thrown into the pit to 
escape from his brothers, where Hashem would “defer” to their 
will because they had Bechirah, placing him instead among 
snakes etc.. who have no Bechirah, where Hashem was “free” to 
protect him under Hashgacha Pratis. As such, the Gemara’s 
examples are an extension of the Posuk’s meaning, which 
guarantees protection for one’s land and property (i.e. animals) 
from man, despite man’s Bechirah. Certainly then, he has nothing 
to fear from other animals, where Hashem’s control is always 
absolute.    
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
When the Mirrer Yeshiva relocated to Shanghai during World War II, 
they were generally treated well by the Chinese, for the most part. 
However, there was a group in China that did not share this tolerance, 
and plotted against the Yeshiva bochrim. One of their plans attempted to 
lure the Yeshiva onto a boat, from which the plotters would later push 
them overboard. A Japanese man who respected the Jews discovered 
the plot, and revealed it to the authorities, who foiled it. Unfortunately, 
when it was discovered that the Japanese man had been responsible for 
the plot’s failure, the group had him beaten to death. The Yeshiva was 
very saddened by his death, as he was clearly a righteous gentile, and 
did not deserve such a fate. They decided to approach their Mashgiach, 
R’ Chezkel Levenstein, for some explanation. As they neared the door to 
his office, they heard R’ Chezkel saying: “Ribono Shel Olam, this man 
helped the Yeshiva once, and was rewarded with a death Al Kiddush 
Hashem. I help the bochurim every day. When may I merit that gift ?” 
Upon hearing this, the bochurim turned back – they understood. 
P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Grossman family.  
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והיה עקב תשמעון את המשפטים “ 7:12

 ”האלה ושמרתם ועשיתם אתם

“And it shall be the reward (literal 

translation of the word Eikev is the heel) when 

you hearken to these ordinances, and you 

observe and perform them.” What does the 

Torah mean by the word, “עקב” – “heel” over 

here?  The previous Posuk – the last Posuk in 

the previous Parshah says, “ ושמרת את המצוה ואת

 – ”החקים ואת המשפטים אשר אנכי מצוך היום לעשותם

Rashi says that this Posuk is teaching us that 

today we are to perform the Mitzvos, and 

tomorrow, in Olam Habah, we will receive 

reward for it (Eiruvin 22a).  How can the Torah 

tell us here in Parshas Eikev about the reward 

one will receive for performing the Mitzvos of 

the Torah, when the Torah just told us in the 

previous Posuk, that one will not receive reward 

in Olam Hazeh for the Mitzvos one performs, 

rather he will receive reward for it in Olam 

Habah?  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph. 

 If you will – ”והיה עקב תשמעון“ – רש"י 

listen to the relatively light commandments 

that a person tramples with his heels 

(commandments that people do not take 

seriously), then Hashem will safeguard for you 

the Bris and the Chesed that He swore to your 

forefathers.  

אזלי חזאי “ – Bava Basra 74a – מהרש"א 

 The Gemara is telling us that – ”דהדרי ליה עקרבי

the laws of the Torah given at Har Sinai must 

be surrounded by a fence to safeguard against 

any transgression.  The fence we are speaking 

about are the Takanos of the Rabbonon who 

enact rules so that the laws of the Torah are not 

transgressed.  The “עקרב” – “scorpion” refers to 

the Talmidei Chachomim, as the Mishna in 

Avos 2:10 refers to the Chachomim as scorpions.  

It is these scorpions, the Chachomim, who 

surround and safeguard the Torah.   

אזלי חזאי דהדרי “ – Bava Basra 74a – בניהו 

 The Yetzer Hara has a special - ”ליה עקרבי

power, in that it knows how to deal with each 

individual, based on where he stands 

spiritually.  There are those who he can 

convince to transgress severe sins, while there 

are those whom he will not be able to do so.  For 

those who will not transgress major sins, the 

Yetzer Hara works on getting him to transgress 

what one would call, “minor sins” – sins which 

people step on and are not careful with them.  

They do not recognize the importance of those 

Mitzvos, and are therefore not averse to 

transgressing them.  At first glance, many of 

these sins which people trample on seem to be 

minor, though in fact they are very severe sins.  

For example, the sin of Loshon Hara is a 

Mitzvah which many trample on, and are lax 

with, yet it is equivalent to the three severe sins 

of the Torah: Avodah Zara, Gilui Arayos, and 

Shefichas Domim.  The same applies with bad 

Middos that one has, Middos which are not 

specifically even mentioned in the Torah, but 

the Chachomim tells us that having those 

Middos are very bad, and very severe.  Sotah 4b 

– One who is haughty is like he is עובר in the sin 

of Avodah Zara, Zohar Hakodosh 1:27b – One 

who becomes angry is like he is עובר the sin of 

Avodah Zara, and the Gemara in Bava Metzia 

58b says that one who embarrasses his friend is 

like he killed him.  There are many more like 

these.  These sins are characterized as, “עקב” – 

“the heel” – sins which people trample on.  That 

is why Hakodosh Boruch Hu told the Nachash, 

the Yetzer Hara of man, Bereishis 3:15 “ הוא

 He will pound“ – ”ישפוך ראש, ואתה תשופנו עקב

your head, and you will bite his heel.”  This 

means that man is susceptible to sin in matters 

of the, “עקב” – “heel” – that which they do not 

deem as important.  Bava Basra 74a – An Arab 

merchant said to Rabbah Bar Bar Chanah, 

“Come I will show you Mount Sinai.”  Rabbah 
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Bar Bar Chanah went and saw that “עקרבא” – 

scorpions surrounded it, and they stood 

resembling white donkeys.  What is the 

meaning of this Gemara? When it says, “עקרבא” 

– it refers to the sins of the “עקב” – “heel” – it 

was these sins which surrounded Har Sinai.  

“Har Sinai” refers to the Talmidei Chachomim, 

who are called, סיני, as the Gemara in Horiyos 

14a tells us.  This means that the Yetzer Hara 

seeks to get even the Talmidei Chachomim to 

transgress sins of the Eikev, which appear 

small, but at the end they will resemble white 

donkeys, which are very large – they are really 

severe sins. The Torah is telling us here that 

even the Talmidei Chachomim must be wary of 

the Yetzer Hara, and his attempts to get them 

to transgress minor sins, which are really major 

sins.  Certainly, those who are not Talmidei 

Chachomim must also be wary of the Yetzer 

Hara, for the major and the minor sins he seeks 

to get them to transgress. 

“ 7:12 - אך פרי תבואה  את והיה עקב תשמעון 

 The Shlah – ”המשפטים האלה ושמרתם ועשיתם אתם

Hakodosh says that in each and every 

generation there is a need for new fences, new 

guidelines, for one to protect himself from the 

Yetzer Hara.  The reason for this is because the 

power of the Nachash (the Nachash Hakadmoni 

– the first Nachash in the creation which 

convinced Chava to eat from the Eitz Hada’as, 

which caused catastrophe to come upon human 

beings) spreads further and further as time goes 

on.  While one must certainly heed the Gedarim 

of the Chachomim from previous generations, 

one must know that it is not enough.  The Yetzer 

Hara comes in different forms and in different 

ways in an attempt to entice man to sin.  One 

must be wary of the Yetzer Hara at all times, 

and must listen to the new Gedarim created by 

the Chachomim, as well as one creating his own 

Gedarim.  “והיה עקב תשמעון” – Because of the 

Nachash, which wraps itself around your “עקב” 

– “heel” – you must carefully heed all of the 

Mitzvos and Gedarim so that you refrain from 

sin.   

יםרבינו אפר   refers עקב – ”והיה עקב“ 7:12 - 

to the Mitzvos which one tramples on with his 

heels, as it says in Tehillim 49:6 “עון עקבי יסובני” 

– “The sins which I trod upon will surround me.” 

Therefore, Chazal tell us, “ הוי זהיר במצוה קלה

 that one must be careful with the - ”כבחמורה

“light” Mitzvah, as much as we are careful with 

the Mitzvah which is “Chamur.”   

 The – ”עקב“ – ”והיה עקב“ 7:12 - רבינו אפרים 

heel, refers to Tzitzis which hang near the heels 

of a person, and there are times when one is not 

careful and the Tzitzis drag on the floor in an 

unfitting manner for the Mitzvah of Tzitzis.  

This is a disgrace for the Mitzvah, and one must 

be diligent to ensure that his Tzitzis do not drag 

on the floor.  There are 8 strings, and 5 knots for 

a total of thirteen.  There are Tzitzis on both 

sides, which totals 26 (13x2) which is the same 

Gematria as the Shem Havayah of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  (There are also two in front and two 

back, which tells us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

surrounds us).   

והיה עקב תשמעון את “ 7:12 - מהר"ם שיק 

 Tehillim – ”המשפטים האלה ושמרתם ועשיתם אתם

 This means that at all – ”שויתי ד' לנגדי תמיד“ 16:8

times, all moments, one needs to have in his 

heart that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is יחיד ומיוחד – 

One and Unique.  One must recognize that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu encompasses the entire 

world, and one must have Yirah for Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu at all times. Even if one is of great 

spiritual stature and says that it is not possible 

for him to forget Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that is 

not enough.  He still must be always thinking 

about Hakodosh Boruch Hu in his heart.  We 

know that Klal Yisroel were on an exalted level 

of Ruchniyos at Har Sinai, yet forty days later 

they made the Eigel.  We see from this that 

although they were on an exalted level, they 
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still succumbed to sin – not just sin, but a great 

sin.  Therefore, it is imperative that one always 

have fear in his heart for Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

and one must make Gedarim, gates, around 

himself, to ensure that he does not fall into the 

trap of sinning.  “ והיה עקב תשמעון את המשפטים

 Even if you are a great Tzaddik, and you – ”האלה

always listen to the commands of the Torah, 

nonetheless, “ושמרתם ועשיתם אותם” – you must 

make Gedarim, to ensure that you do not sin.  

One must always have Hakodosh Boruch Hu in 

front of him, and have fear of Hashem, to make 

sure that he does not sin.   

והיה עקב תשמעון את “ 7:12 - אך פרי תבואה 

 There are – ”המשפטים האלה ושמרתם ועשיתם אתם

Mitzvos which make sense to us, and our 

intellect would mandate that we perform them, 

nonetheless, we are to perform them because 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu commanded us to.  That 

is what Klal Yisroel did when they said, “ נעשה

 even Mitzvos which our intellect – ”ונשמע

dictates we should follow, we will nonetheless 

follow them because Hashem commanded us to 

do them.  “והיה עקב תשמעון את המשפטים האלה” – 

Even the Mitzvos which we understand why we 

are to do them, we will nonetheless do them 

because Hashem Yisborach commanded us so.  

If one performs the Mitzvos in this manner, 

then, “...ושמר ד' אלקיך לך” – we will receive all of 

the reward.    
והיה עקב תשמעון “ 7:12 - בן יהוידע על התורה  

 There – ”את המשפטים האלה ושמרתם ועשיתם אתם

are those whose entire purpose in learning 

Torah is in order to hear the holy words of the 

Torah, and follow its directives.  This is called 

learning Torah Lishma.  Then there are those 

who do not learn Torah in order to follow the 

laws of the Torah, rather they learn it in order 

to be called, “Rebbe,” so that people should 

crown them.  These people, although they are 

sinning by learning in this manner, and are not 

performing the Rotzon Hashem, nonetheless, 

there is hope for him, for after he learns much 

Torah he will come to recognize the great value 

in the Torah and Mitzvos.  This will bring him 

to understand the silliness and foolishness of 

matters of Olam Hazeh, and he will begin to 

learn the Torah Lishma, and to perform the 

Mitzvos of the Torah.  Zohar – Lech Lecha 88b 

Sisrei Torah – When Rebbe Abba came to Eretz 

Yisroel from Bavel, he made an announcement 

that whoever wants wealth in Olam Hazeh, and 

one who wants long life in Olam Habah, should 

toil in the Torah Lishma.  A man went to Rebbe 

Abba and said that he wants to learn Torah 

Lishma so that he will be Zoche to have wealth 

in this world and a long life in Olam Habah.  

Rebbe Abba asked him his name.  The man 

responded, Yose is my name.  Rebbe Abba told 

his Talmidim that they should start calling this 

man, Rebbe Yose, the honorable and wealthy – 

for this will help it actually come to fruition.  

After a while, Yose went over to Rebbe Abba and 

told him that it did not work – and that he was 

learning Torah Lishma, but he was still not 

wealthy.  Rebbe Abba realized that it must be 

that he is not really learning Torah Lishma, and 

began to think what punishment he should give 

him for not learning Torah Lishma.  A Bas Kol 

was heard from Shomayim, and it told Rebbe 

Abba that Rebbe Yose should not be punished 

at all, for he was destined to be a great man.  

Rebbe Yose eventually became wealthy, though 

after learning more Torah he recognized that 

material wealth is truly worthless, and the only 

true value in this world is the Torah.  Rebbe 

Abba saw him crying that he had focused on 

material wealth instead of spiritual wealth.  

Rebbe Abba told Rebbe Yose to give away his 

wealth to widows and orphans, and that he 

would then teach him secrets of Torah that he 
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had not taught others, and Rebbe Yose would 

have a very special share in the Torah 

Hakdosha.  Rebbe Yose did so, and he learned 

Torah Lishma to exalted levels of Kedusha.  

Sanhedrin 105b – One should always toil in 

Torah even if it is Shelo Lishma, for Shelo 

Lishma brings Lishma 

והיה “ 7:12 (Parshas Balak) – ערוגת הבושם 

עקב תשמעון את המשפטים האלה ושמרתם ועשיתם 

 The Torah tells us here of the reward one – ”אתם

receives for following the commands of the 

Torah.  How can the Torah tell us that there is 

reward in this world for actions done in this 

world, when Chazal tell us that there is no 

reward for Mitzvos in this world; rather one will 

receive reward for all of his virtuous actions in 

the next world?  In order to ensure that one 

keeps the dictums of the Torah, one must build 

gates around the rules of the Torah.  The gates 

one builds to protect the Mitzvos of the Torah – 

it is for those Mitzvos he receives reward in this 

world.  The Roshei Taivos of the word, “עקב” is 

 by one making himself holy – ”קדש עצמך במותר“

from that which is permitted to him, meaning 

that he does not do that which is permitted to 

him for the sake of Hashem, this is how he will 

stay on the proper path of Avodas Hashem, and 

for this he will receive reward even in this 

world.   

 Now we can understand the meaning of 

the word, “עקב” in the Posuk, and why the Torah 

tells us of the reward one will receive for 

performing the Mitzvos of the Torah, when in 

the previous Posuk the Torah tells us that 

reward for Mitzvos is for Olam Habah.  The 

Torah is telling us that we will receive reward 

for the Mitzvos we do – for the “עקב” – for the 

fences we create around the Mitzvos of the 

Torah. Why does the Torah use the word עקב for 

this?  The Nachash Hakadmoni wraps itself 

around a person’s heel in an attempt to get him 

to sin.  The Nachash is very wily and tries in a 

myriad of ways to get one to sin.  We must build 

fences around the Torah to ensure that we do 

not sin.  However, there is one caveat with all of 

these fences one must be very careful with, or 

his fences will be his downfall. Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu told Odom Harishon that he could 

eat from everything in Gan Eden, except from 

the Eitz Hada’as.  Odom wanted to ensure that 

he and Chava not eat from the Eitz Hada’as, so 

he told Chavah that not only were they 

prohibited from eating from the Eitz Hada’as, 

but they were also prohibited from touching it.  

He did not delineate to Chavah that he was 

imposing his own fence in order to protect the 

command of Hashem, rather he said it as if it 

was all from Hashem.  When the Yetzer Hara, 

the Nachash, tried to get Chavah to sin and eat 

from the Eitz Hada’as, he pushed her into the 

tree, so that she touched it.  The Yetzer Hara 

told her – “See, you touched it and nothing 

happened to you – so you can also now eat from 

it.”  Chavah fell for his ruse and ate from it, and 

then gave Odom to eat from it.  Had Chavah 

known that not touching it was only a 

prohibition that Odom made, and not Hashem, 

then she would not have eaten from it after 

touching it.  She would have understood that 

touching it was not the prohibition, and that she 

still should not eat from it.  Odom was correct 

to create a fence around the command of 

Hashem to protect it, but his crucial mistake 

was not delineating to Chavah what was the 

command of Hashem, and what was his fence.  

It is for making proper fences that we will be 

Zoche to receive much reward.  May we be Zoche 

to heed the Torah Hakdosha, and build proper 

fences around it, so that we be Zoche to much 

Shefa from Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   
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