
of,t ,ta hsck kfut tk rntk tuvv ,gc ofkt rntu- (y-t) ubg,u 
,uagk ,rcs rat rcsv cuy urnt,u h,t - (sh-t) hgc tchk tbnjr

   atk 'van ovk rnt 'rntk uvn /rntk tuvv ,gc ofhkt rntu :(y euxp) h"ar
h,ut ubg,u :(sh euxp) h"arc sug /tuv lurc ausev hpn tkt 'ofk rnut hbt hnmgn
lnn sunkk vtb hnn van ubhcr 'chavk ofk vhv 'of,tbvk rcsv ,t o,ykjv /wudu
'ohrnut o,hhv /ofh,ucajn h,gsh tkt /vhkg ,rgymba lnn tk 'lshnk,n ut
ubk taub tuvu iurus uk ihthcn ubt ubrhfn iht ot 'vcrv ihbhhs ubhkg ubn,h uhafg

,uagk :ohbp    //// /vrvn vag ohrnut o,t 'kmg,n h,hhv ot
',"hav huuhm hp kg ohbhhsv hubhn ka rcsv vz vhv h"ar ka ueuhs hpf 'vbv     
uhv h"ar hrcs tkuku 'thva kf vnhzn ktrah ,nfxvc v,hva rfhb vhv tk ohb"pku
van hpn vru, sunkk ktrah hbc umr epx tkka ;t kga 'lphvk rnuk ohkufh
ukt uhvh ovu 'ohbhhs ovhkg ubn,ha ohna ,rhzd ovhkg ukce ouen kfn 'unmgc
'vrhvnv vnfxvv omgn h"ar ehhsn vagnk lt /vru,v hypan ,t ovk uruha
shnu ;fh, ohnhfxn uhv tk ohnak vnhka o,buuf v,hv ukht hf /vnhzn itf v,hva
sunkk ,ufzv kg r,uuk ov ohjrfuna vzc oumg sxpv lfc ahaf yrpcu 'uz vmgk
ova rjtn lt 'vru,v ,kcek iuatr hkfv vhva tbnhvn thgr van hpn vru,

/uz vmgk unhfxha sckcu 'vghbn kf rmhv ovn ekhx if kg ubuuhfa vnk ubuuhf
lt 'vghs rus habtc itf rcusn hrva 'iyuapf ohrcsv iht epx tkka ;t kgu    
itfn ohturu /rcsv vzk vesv in ves vhyb ovc v,hv o,kgn ksud hpk vtrbv hpf

 

ohrucsv vbhag, ratf of,t upsrhu of,trek wufu hrntv tmhu
 of,t u,fhu - (sn-t)wohrucsv vbhag, ratf of,t upsrhuw ihhbgc

   z odrhwwwwxxxxuuuukkkkeeeebbbbuuuuttttwwww[uemuhu] uf,huw oudr,) t,hrcs iz,b hs tnf iuf,h upsru" '
in emhbu .rp hruntva 'thv vbuufv itf ;tu 'wh,uhkft hun lhv iz,buw 'wh,udta ohnf
(ovka ,ruufc gdubv kg ';yua rynf ,uemhbv ohrucsv lrsf 'of,t ;yau rvv
'wtabt in ihsry lkuw cu,fv iuakfu 'of,t uardu) "vnrj sg rhgac iuf,h usryu
iuakc ;tu 'wokugv in [ubardk] ubsryk vaehc htna ka u,ubspew ohnfj iuakc ifu
wxukebutwa vnnu /(vbnn uhrhhs ,t ardn] wsruy [,hcc ;kusv ohn] ;ksw trenv
tka sunkk ah 'uyuapf iuhkfu v,h,f iuakn wu,fhuw odrh, tku 'vzv iuakc an,av

v uc,fa unfu 'uz vnjknc h"bcn udrvb;;;;xxxxuuuuhhhh    hhhhccccrrrr    '''',,,,uuuuppppxxxxuuuu,,,,vvvv    hhhhkkkkggggccccnnnn    oooohhhhbbbbeeeezzzz    ,,,,ggggssss    ''''hhhhbbbbuuuueeeezzzzjjjjwwww
wwwwrrrruuuuaaaa    rrrruuuuffffccccwv vmr tka 'wisctu drvu crjw ,fn tk kct 'gumpu vfv 'of,t u,fhuw '

vbn tka 'gs,u 'kkj,n ohna oa tmnbu ovhkg wovhp ukhsdhw tka hsf 'lfc
vnjknv uza 'k"bu ',unjkn rtac ufrsf 'uz vnjknc ohkpubv rpxn ,t itf cu,fv
er oa ch,fs 'wudu ohr,tv lrs ktrah tc hf cdbv cauh srg lkn hbgbfv gnahuws
ka o,neb ,t lf rjt jek v"cevu 'ovn sjt ukhpt udrv tk kct 'whca ubnn cahuw
h,nrjvu hshc vzv ogv ,t i,, iu,b ot rnthu wvk rsb ktrah rshuw rntba 'ovn h"bc

kgupc ot ;t kg hf 'esm hbztnc uhagn ,t kueak ostk uk hutr vnf sg
ibuc,vk uhkg kyun ,tz kfc 'ohnak tuv iuufn odu 'iuhkgv iumrv ,t tuv vaug

/ihkuj ka ohdhx vc crg,b tku ohnak thv vfz u,cajn ift ot cyhv
ovk vzu 'hgc tchk tbnjr hf wv ogk ,uruvk 'uz vjfu,c van ,buuf v,hv uzu    
zt ohnak thv vfz o,cajn ot hf 'tk ut ohnak ohhumr ovhagn ot ,utv
ohbuuf,n ot lt /otruck jur ,jb osh kg rrug,hu 'vkgnk oaur ovhagn uagh
hnhhen ihc ohbnb ov iht zt 'ohhyrpv ovhfrmu ovhbhbgk od osh kg juur i,hk
ohtmuh obht 'wv vuhm rat vagnv ,t ov ohnhhen kgupca ;t kgu 'w,h ubumr
'sutn vc tuv .pja ,"hav ,uumnn ,jt kg ostv vturaf f"gu /o,cuj hsh lfc
tuv tmun otu 'ohhkhka ,ubumr uhagnc ucrg,b tk ot ibuc,vk uhkg kyun
/iuhkgv iumrk okycku ',ubumrv ukt rjt arak uhkg kyun 'u,jnac rz crg,ba
in vrtvk ostk uk ihfzn ohngpk hf 'ohjrfun ohrcsv ukt iht hf ,nt iv     
curk lt 'unhjru ukhjsc utruc ,uumn ohhek sutn tuv eeu,an v,chxcu ohnav
hsf vrh,h ,urcd,vku vghdhk tuv euezu 'ostv hbpk ohhae vcrv rmhv shngn
'okug hrsx uhbpk ub,aba tuv vturaf if kgu 'kgpv kt cuyv ubumr ,t thmuvk

/lphvk u"j ut w,h ubumr ,,hntk tuv iuufn ift ot cyhv ibuc,vk uhkg kyun
    shn, ouh kfc hktrahv ahtv kg rcd,nv rmhv ka uh,unhznn ,jt hvuz hf

v,phu ostv hbpk tuch ota tuv gsuh rmhv vz 'u,nabu uapb ,t ,hnvk aecnu
od 'uk gunak vcth tk 'uk kfa hbhg er ot ',"hav hp ,t apb ytac rucgk u,ut
ift ot ibuc,vku ujurc rumgk uhkg f"gu /sutn vz hsh kg uk juurh hf uv,ph ot

 iuufn/a"ak uhvh ubhagnu ',uhbpv rjt arak kfuba ruzgh ,"hav /ohnak uhagnc tuv 
/(ovhrg ,tu ov,t orjhu 'hbgbfv ,t [ovk] i,hu 'ktrah kuec wv gnahu /ovhrg ,t

c okut     wwwwhhhhnnnnkkkkaaaauuuurrrrhhhh    oooouuuuddddrrrr,,,,wwwwukhyeu 't,hrcs ipsrs vn lhv iuf,h upsru" 'rthc 
  /(iuhkf) "uhma sg tkcdc iuf,h    hhhh""""aaaarrrrccccuuuuvfn thvaf ,tzv vrucsv vn" 'arhp

] vca ,uahkj curn 'ostv ,t vfna jruyc) v,n shn ostv ,thhhhbbbbuuuueeeezzzzjjjj;t '([
vnrj sg rhgac of,t ufhv 'if hp kg ;tu) "oh,n shn ofc ohgdub uhvaf ov

] r,uhc of,t ,ufvk ovk vnrda 'ofk o,tba curn ,tzu '[oa]hhhhuuuukkkkvvvv    zzzz""""hhhhrrrrddddvvvv
kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    eeeexxxxhhhhrrrrccccnnnnc rthcu '[wwwwhhhhjjjjrrrrzzzznnnnwwwwvrucsv vnw 'h"arp 'ohrucsv vbhag, ratf" '

ots 'woh,n shn ofc ohgdub ovaf 'ov ;t 'v,n shn ostc vfn thvaf ,tzv
ovhrjt ohpsurv uhva 'ohhuchrk rnt, ot 'ohrucsk uvk hnsn te htnc 'if tk
of,t upsrhuw rnhnk vhk vuv 'ahtv rjt ohpsurv ohcr ohrucsf 'ohcr
tka 'rnuk ljrf kg 'wohrucsv vbhag, ratfw ch,fs t,av 'ohcr wohrucsf
'i,kugpc 'i,tfvc oh,n ohrucsva unfa 'i,kugpk tkt ohrucsk o,ut vnhs

 /,usct,v ka lrsc of,t upsra 'ubhhvu '"i,tfvc oh,n ofc ohgdupv if
lrs kg ,tza 'cahhk ahu /teuus uz lrsc wohkhpgnwv uabgb gusn 'ihcvk ahu     
rvv atr kt ,ukgk ukhpgv ov od hrva 'wvshn sdbf vshnw ka iputc vabgv
vhhkg tk) ukg, tkw 'wv oac orhvzv ubhcr van hrva ',usct,v ka lrsc
hbpk updb, tku 'ofcrec hbbht hf unjk, tku ([h"ar] vshrh tkt 'ofk vhv,

/(d"n khgk) wvrvv ukg,uw if hp kg ;tu '(c"n khgk) wofhchut

R’ Tzvi Hirsch of Nadvorna zt”l (Tzemach Hashem L’Tzvi) would say:

    “wcrjc ukpb hrujcu h,ku,c iezu rgb ,umuj .rtk ucfaw - ‘They lie on the ground in the streets, young and old, my maidens

and my young men have fallen by the sword.’ (Eichah 2:21) We may explain this based on the words of the Shach

(Talmid of the Arizal) who writes that after the Churban, Yerushalayim was ‘folded up’ and a thin layer of other

countries covered it. w,umuj .rtk ucfaw means, the countries of chutz l’aaretz (outside Eretz Yisroel) are laying on top of

Eretz Yisroel, but the land itself was never defiled and retains its kedusha. Only in the future, when the promise of

wlkvt ouen hchjrvw -‘enlarge the place of your tent’ (Yeshayahu 54:2) is fulfilled and Yerushalayim will expand to

encompass all of Eretz Yisroel, certainly then the strips from other countries laying on Eretz Yisroel will disappear.”
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R’ Nachman of Breslov zt”l (Likutei Moharan) would say: 

     “wofchru oftanu ofjry hsck tat vfhtw - As Rashi explains, woftanw (burdens) referred to by

Moshe were the Apikorsim (heretics) among the Jewish people. The heaviest burden a person can

bear is apostasy. The heart of a Jew who believes in Hashem is calm and tranquil, while the heretic

must constantly contend with the weight of his doubts and troubling thoughts.”

A Wise Man would say: 

     “The greatest way to live with honor is to be what we pretend to be.”             

(5) df:cfe, c"n (4) oa (3) h:cfe, j"ut (2) t:jbe, j"ut (1)
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v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk lynp: On the day of Tisha B’av, the Jewish people

collectively have hit “rock bottom.” This is the saddest day

of the year because it is the day when we mourn all the

terrible tragedies that have befallen our people for millennia.

We cry and we recall the bad times, but it is also the time for 

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (86)
Tisha B’Av on Sunday: Nidcheh (Deferred). The tragedy of
the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash commenced on the 9th of
Av. Although the fire was set on the ninth, most of the structure
burned on the tenth of Av (1). As a result, most of the restrictions
of the Nine Days remain in effect until halachic midday (,umj) of
the tenth of Av. This year, when the ninth of Av is on Shabbos, the
fast of Tisha B’av is deferred and observed on Sunday. Apart from
meat and wine, which remain prohibited until Monday morning,
all other restrictions do not apply already on Sunday night. 
Sholosh Seudos. The third meal of Shabbos may be an
elaborate one (2). There is no ,expnv vsugx this year. One may
eat extra to satiate himself for the fast, however, he should not
specifically speak out that he is doing so. The meal must be
concluded by Shekiah - sunset (3), including ohburjt ohn. People
may bentch together with a zimun (4), and if a cup of wine was
used, one may drink it before sunset (5). NOTE: One is
permitted to continue eating after this meal until sunset, without
making any specific htb, or condition before bentching  (6).
Motzei Shabbos. No preparations may be done on Shabbos for
the fast, therefore, one may not bring his Tisha B’av shoes to
shul until Shabbos is over (f"vm). Many congregations announce
the exact time when Shabbos is finished so that the people can
be home at that time and say "kujk asue ihc khscnv lurc". Only

 
 

    

us to look toward the future. We recognize, as we sit on the

floor, that we have hit our low point - but this should infuse us

with the knowledge that we have no place to go but up! Tisha

B’av must be a day of inspiration - a day when we channel all

the sadness into a plan to elevate ourselves spiritually. 

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

then should they change into weekday garments, non-leather
shoes and proceed to shul for Maariv, which is usually a bit later
to allow people to get back on time. Even though he already said
"kujk asue ihc khscnv lurc" before davening, one nevertheless
recites "ub,bbuj v,t" during Maariv Shemona Esrai (7).
Havdalah. We do not recite havdalah on Motzei Shabbos that
falls out on Tisha B’av, but rather we wait until Sunday night,
after the fast, before one begins to eat his meal. However, the
beracha of "atv hrutn truc" is said on Motzei Shabbos before the
reading of Eicha (8). Many poskim rule that a lady may also make
her own beracha on fire (9). Those who accept the Mishna
Berurah’s opinion (10) that a lady cannot make this beracha,
should remind her husband not to make the beracha in shul or be

tmuh with another. He should wait until afterwards and be thmun
his wife and daughter(s) at home. The beracha on ohnac - spices,
is not said on both nights - Motzei Shabbos and Sunday (11).
People Who Must Eat. There is a debate among the poskim

whether a person who has rabbinical permission to eat on Tisha

B’av (for health purposes, etc) must recite havdalah before eating
(12). One should definitely consult his Rav before doing so.
Children under the age of Bar Mitzvah who do not fast on Tisha

B’av are not required to hear havdalah before eating (13). Many rely
on the Shvus Yaakov, that on a deferred Tisha B’av, ladies who are
expecting or nursing do not have to fast if they feel a little weak.



    The day of Tisha B’av is extremely powerful and paradoxical. On the one hand it is the saddest day of the year, a day that
we mourn the terrible loss of connection with Hashem, and on the other hand, Tisha B’av is called a “Moed,” a meeting
point with Hashem. On Tisha B’av we sit on the floor and cry in pain for all Jewish suffering over the past 2000 years, and on
Tisha B’av at noon, at the peak of our mourning, when the Bais HaMikdash was actually burning, we get up from the floor
and begin preparing for after the fast! In fact, on this terrible day when we lost everything we hold dear, Moshiach is born! 
     The Nesivos Shalom explains that at the height of our mourning - this is the time that the light of Rosh Hashana, Malchus
Hashem, begins to descend! We’ve reached rock bottom in our sadness and pain - and from there we begin to grow. The roots
of Moshiach - "sus jnm" - can only sprout from the seed of Am Yisroel as it disintegrates in the ground. When we feel there is
nothing left, that is when something begins to grow. If we do not feel pain, sorrow and loss on this Tisha B’av, then there are no
roots from which Moshiach can sprout. The greatest joy will only come from the deepest sadness over what we have lost. 
     Tisha B’av can be read as “Teshua B’av” - salvation from our Father. If we show Him just how pained we are that there is
no Bais HaMikdash, then He will bring us the salvation we so desperately yearn for and bring an end to our Golus. Yes, we have
so much stuff, great summer plans, beautiful homes, and we are really looking forward to our vacation during Bein Hazmanim,
so OF COURSE we want Moshiach to come - but maybe not right NOW! Boy have we missed the boat, in fact we have missed
the cruise of our lives! We MUST stop and recalculate! What are we living for? Our stuff? How sad! If we didn’t feel that we
had a reason to cry on Tisha B’av before, well now we do! Let us CRY over the fact that we are so far from real happiness, real
closeness with Hashem. Let us feel so sad, so bereft, so totally disintegrated spiritually that we merit the true joy of Geulah. 
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     Moshe Rabbeinu recounts how he warned newly appointed judges not to show any favoritism that might corrupt the results
of cases over which they were presiding. The Gemara (:ve ,ucu,f) teaches that bribes don’t necessarily come in the form of
money. Even saying complimentary things to a judge may be a form of bribery that could cloud his judgment. The Gemara
goes on to list several Amoraim who excused themselves from cases after accepting “favors” that we would hardly count as
bribery. R’ Avraham Pam zt”l wonders: Were these Amoraim so fickle that the slightest favor would influence their judgment?
    My machshava here is that this Gemara is not so much about bribes, but about the extent of Hakaras Hatov we should have
to those who do us favors. Not every person shows his gratitude the same way. These Amoraim like Shmuel, Amaymar and
Mar Ukva weren’t fickle, but they took peoples’ favors, no matter how small, more seriously than others, and by appreciating
what others do for them, they considered these favors worthy of so much gratitude that it might indeed affect their judgment. 
     Many problems in society today stem from a lack of Hakaras Hatov. Husbands may take the daily small favors that their
wives do for them for granted, and vice versa. They look at the other party as not doing favors but rather as fulfilling
obligations. If each spouse would look at the small favors the way these Amoraim did, there would be more stable marriages in
which each spouse would feel appreciated for all they do. The Chofetz Chaim zt”l was a Kohen who could not attend
funerals, but when a woman who once donated a window to his yeshivah in Radin passed away, he followed the Aron all the
way to the cemetery and waited outside in appreciation for her donation. Let’s try to take notice of all the favors done for us on
a daily basis - big or small - and in that way we will be able to show our gratitude appropriately. By having Hakaras Hatov we
will then awaken the desire of Hashem to redeem us from this long and bitter golus by sending us int ubhnhc vrvnc ubesm jhan.          

 /// jhnm, vrvn lscg sus jnm ,t(g"na) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 wudu ohkaurh ,unuj vbc,u iuhm ojr, ohkaurhc spxnu iuhmc vhfc vbt sg(ctc vga,k ,ubhe rsx)
      In the years following the Churban Bais HaMikdash, many Jews continued to go up to Jerusalem to cry over its ruins.
They gathered at the Kosel - testimony to the magnificence of the Holy Temple - and saturated it with their tears. The
“Traveler from Bourdeaux,” the first Christian tourist to record impressions of his visit to the Holy Land, visited the country
about 250 years after the Churban. He wrote that Jews come to Jerusalem once a year, on the ninth of Av. They cry and
lament next to a stone that remains from the Temple. Close to one hundred years later, in 4993, a Persian tourist described
thousands of Jews crying over the ruins of the desolate House during the holiday of Sukkos, in remembrance of aliyah l’regel. 
    Jews would visit the holy site and tread carefully around the Har Habayis. They succeeded in preserving precise
knowledge of the location - the boundaries and the markings of the Heichal, Kodesh Hakodashim, and even the site of the
burning of the Para Adumah on Har Hazeisim. Only after the Muslims began erecting their mosques on the Temple Mount
hundreds of years later, were all vestiges completely destroyed down to the foundation, in order to mask any signs of what is
holy for Jews. Since we are tamei meis we cannot go onto the Mount, especially since the precise boundaries are not clear. 
    Sir Moses Montefiore z”l acquired a place of honor among the faithful builders of the Holy City, thanks to the first houses
that were built outside the walls at his initiative. He visited the Land of Israel seven times, and during each visit, left his imprint
on the country. The neighborhoods of Mishkenot Shananim and Nachalat Shivah, which he established, were the first ones to be
built outside the walls of the Old City. He even helped establish neighborhoods bearing his name in western Jerusalem. 
    Montefiore was born into a British-Sephardi family. There were a number of times that his opinion differed from that of the
rabbanim of Jerusalem but ultimately his yiras Shamayim ensured that he defer to their view and accept their opinion. A
specific incident which has a number of different versions, is quoted by Rabbi Betzalel Landau z”l (Hakodesh
V’HaMikdash). The most famous version is based on the sefer Sha'arei Yerushalayim by Rabbi Moshe Reischer z”l. 
     The site of the Bais HaMikdash is very holy in the eyes of the Muslims, and they call it “Al Haharam” meaning, sacred
place. Therefore, they will not allow entry to anyone of other faiths. Sir Moses Montefiore was the first Jew since the
destruction of the Second Bais HaMikdash to enter the holy site. He spent a lot of money on this, after obtaining permission
from the Sultan, and gave a large gift to the pasha of Jerusalem. The local Jews tried to explain to him that a non-kohen is
prohibited from going up there, especially nowadays when everyone is tamei meis, and his entrance is against halacha. He
responded that he would sit in a box that holds forty se’ah and he would be permitted to enter the site of the Bais HaMikdash,
for it would separate between him and the kedushah of Har Habayis, just as such a box serves to block tumah. The Rabbanim
of Jerusalem warned him that he is prohibited from entering even in this manner but, in his great yearning to see the holy
Temple Mount, he did not heed their entreaties and together with his assistant, Dr. Eliezer Halevi, went up to Har Habayis. 
     When the Rabbanim heard that Sir Moses disobeyed them and acted contrary to halacha, they placed him and his
companion in cherem. The people of Jerusalem distanced themselves four amos from them, as prescribed by halacha. While
it was difficult to keep a cherem on a person who had done so much for Eretz Yisroel and Klal Yisroel, they couldn’t annul it
either, and it was imperative that they find a way out. One Rav, R’ Yeshayah Bardaki zt”l, went to Montefiore to convince
him to accept a formal rebuke as one who is deserving of cherem. Montefiore agreed to follow the halacha. It was agreed that
he would receive a rebuke in the house of Reb Zev Wolfson, who was a close confidant to Montefiore. Sir Montefiore was
indeed rebuked and even dragged on the ground four amos as prescribed in halacha, although Reb Zev arranged that he not
be actually dragged on the ground; that it be done while seated on a chair as a special arrangement in honor of the great man. 
     According to another version, Montefiore tearfully justified himself before the Rabbanim that he didn’t know that it was a
Biblical prohibition; he thought it was a prohibition imposed by the Arabs. His explanation was accepted by R’ Shmuel
Salant zt”l and the cherem was lifted.                                                                                                                                                      

 tk iugna, ksdf iyef ypanc ohbp urhf, tk
 tuv ohektk ypanv hf aht hbpn urud,  (zh-t)

 ubk urpjhu ubhbpk ohabt vjkab urnt,u ofkf hkt iucre,u(cf-t)
    Moshe Rabbeinu was chastising Bnei Yisroel for the many
times that they hadn’t faithfully followed Hashem, including
the sin of the Meraglim (spies). Rashi denotes the root cause
of the sin: “You approached me all of you, in a state of
disorder, the young pushing aside their elders, the elders
pushing aside their heads.” This lack of control, was a major
part of the sin, for when the people were unable to focus on
what was right and what was wrong, it caused them to
become discombobulated, losing their heads and losing their
minds. At this point, it was no wonder that they fell into sin.
     A man once came to the Tchebiner Rav, R’ Dov Beirish
Weidenfeld zt”l with a problem. He related with tearful sobs
how a friend of his did something to make him angry and as
a result, he grabbed a heavy object and threw it at his friend. 
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The object struck his friend and sent him to the hospital. 
     “Rebbi,” the man cried, “I am devastated. This is not like
me to do such a thing and I feel terrible. Please daven that my
friend should get better and I can do teshuva for my actions.”
     The Tchebiner Rav agreed to daven for the sick man and
spoke to the distraught man for some time. When he left, he
turned to a close confidant and said, “This is why we say in
davening, w,ugrv ,ugav in ubh,apb khmhuw - ‘(Hashem) should
save our souls from the evil times.’ What does this mean?
What are ‘evil times’?” asked the Tchebiner Rav.
     He explained, “It is referring to those times when a person
loses control of himself. Whether it is anger, depression, even
jubilation - when one is ‘out of control’ bad things tend to
happen. Even people who live good, solid lives - even they
can lose control, and when it happens, they feel terrible. We
must always try to be in control of our thoughts and actions.”       

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: Back in the 1920’s and 1930’s, the concept of public
transportation in Israel was relatively new, and the quality
and conditions of the bus fleet left much to be desired.
     One day, the famed mashgiach R’ Eliyahu Roth zt”l, a
close personal aide and top disciple of the Tzaddik, R’
Shloimke M’Zhvil zt”l, was standing and waiting patiently
at a bus stop. There were many people waiting with him
and when the bus arrived, the mob of people clamored to
alight and grab the few available seats on the bus.
     R’ Eliyahu didn’t push and waited his turn to get on the
bus. But by the time he did, there were no more seats left.  

     With a smile on his face, R’ Eliyahu made his way onto
the rickety bus and although a few people recognized him
and immediately offered to stand up and give him their seats,
he vehemently refused to accept anyone’s offer. Instead, he
walked toward the steps leading down to the back door of the
bus, and he seated himself neatly on the floor of the top step.
     Now, quite a few people asked him to take their seats, and
even the bus driver told the Tzaddik that it was beneath him to
sit on the floor this way. But R’ Eliyahu continued to refuse
their entreaties. With a humble smile, he told them, “Mein

Tayera Yidden, I’m on the ground! From here, I cannot fall!”



DISCIPLINE AND DIGNITY
Reproduced from "Living Kiddush Hashem" by Rabbi Shraga Freedman, 

with permission of ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications. 
 
One of the most impressive qualities of our 
community is its culture of self-discipline, born 
of the Jewish people’s innate yiras shamayim and 
ability to overcome base desires. This was the polar 
opposite of Amalek, a nation that the Torah describes 
as “lo yarei Elokim.” The philosophy of Amalek 
rejects the concept of self-control; Amalek shuns the 
idea of living a disciplined lifestyle and resisting the 
baser drives and impulses of a human being. For klal 
Yisrael, though, such a lifestyle is the ultimate ideal.

Recently, a non-Jewish teacher in the general studies 
department of the Cincinnati Hebrew Day School 
approached me to say that her experience teaching 
sixth-grade boys in a frum day school had led her to 
make a decision about schooling for her own son, due 
to enter the sixth grade this coming year.

“Rabbi,” she said, “after seeing how the boys behave 
in this school, I have decided to enroll my own son in 
an all-boys school for this coming year, even though 
it is a Catholic school and I am not Catholic.

“You see,” she explained, “you have no idea how 
much healthier and cleaner your Jewish boys are, 
because they are cut off from all the drama and 
immorality of the outside world. You really should 
appreciate your lifestyle, with its separation of the 
genders and all the other things that come along with 
it.

“I have learned from your school that when a boy is 
raised in a cocoon during his teenage years, he can 
come out of it as beautiful as a butterfly.” 

THE DAILY REMINDER 
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher. 

The final perakim of Bamidbar contain Hashem’s commands regarding 
kivush ha’aretz, whereas Devarim contains Moshe’s parting words, for he 
would not be the one to guide the people in fulfilling those commands.

The first pasuk of Devarim describes in great detail exactly where Moshe 
began to speak, establishing the precise location of the place where the 
people last saw their leader. Every word of this final speech reflects Moshe’s 
deep attachment to his people and his concern for their future. It is as 
though in this speech he gives over his own spirit, to enable the people to 
endure the trials that await. It is understandable that the Torah gives us the 
location of this speech, to preserve it in the memory of future generations.

Moshe departed leaving no earthly monument of his life. Only a description, 
in precise terms, of the place where the people heard the last of his words, is 
handed down to posterity, so that if someday a descendant of Moshe’s people 

The earliest Christians were not honest about their beliefs. They 
pretended to be believing Jews, davening with the community 
and keeping other mitzvos, but maintained false beliefs and 
tried to convince others of them as well. For this reason, it was 
necessary to reveal who were the believing Jews and who were 
the secret apostates. This bracha was designed to help—after 
all, no sect would agree to pray for its own destruction! From 
the time this bracha was introduced, Christians refused to lead 
chazaras hashatz, making it easier for true Jews to separate from 
them. 

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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comes there, the words will echo for him, too. 

This “introduction,” comprising the first eleven 
perakim of Devarim, conveys the attitude 
toward Hashem and the Torah that is expected 
of the Jewish people, and the duties they are 
expected to fulfill—yiras Hashem, ahavas 
Hashem, dveikus, all of them based on the 
awareness of Hashem’s oneness. Also included 
is the mitzvah of limmud Torah, incumbent 
on every Jewish man; v’shinantam l’vanecha, 
incumbent on every father; and lo sosif v’lo 
sigra, obligating us to keep the Torah handed 
down to us without changing, or adding, or 
subtracting. It also includes the mitzvos that 
go with us wherever we are, reminding us of 
Hashem and of our duties—things like krias 
Shema, tefillin, and birkas hamazon. To these, 
we add zechiras yetzias Mitzrayim, which 
applies daily, and tzitzis and shaatnez, which are 
recorded again in Devarim.

For at this point, the people are about to 
transition from constant influence by a central 
guiding power to a life of individualization. At 
this point, more than ever, they needed to be 
constantly reminded of their calling. Even their 
clothing was to remind them of the Jewish duty, 
and of the moral nobility of man.

The purpose of this introduction was to instill 
in the people the knowledge that to conquer 
the land, klal Yisrael does not need the skills 
or instruments of warfare, but devotion to the 
ratzon Hashem. With obedience to G-d, we can 
accomplish everything. Without it, we can do 
nothing.

The Jewish people were to enter their path in 
history not as a powerful nation skilled in the 
art of war, but as the people of G-d’s moral law. 
Its triumphs and defeats throughout its history 
attest to it.  

FRUM AND ETHICAL
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

This Shabbos we will read the first perek of Yeshaya, in which the navi foresees 
the ultimate destruction of Yehuda and Yerushalayim, a vision shown to him 
almost 200 years before it occurred.

Throughout the era of the first Beis Hamikdash, the prophets predicted 
terrible consequences for the people if they did not repent. It is possible to 
get the impression that Yeshaya's words were directed at irreligious Jews 
who violated every mitzvah in the Torah. However, a casual read tells us that 
Yeshaya's listeners were frum. He tells them that Hashem is not interested in 
their many korbanos, and is not pleased with their regular attendance at the 
Beis Hamikdash. When they pray, He does not listen. Their Rosh Chodesh and 
Shabbos observance he hates. He cannot bear their gatherings when they are 
full of sin. When the kohanim bless the people, He hides His eyes.

These people, whom Yeshaya refers to as a “sinning people, heavy with iniquity,” 
brought multitudes of sacrifices, and davened very much. They kept Shabbos 
and Rosh Chodesh and came to the Bais Hamikdash. What were they doing so 
wrong that Hashem abhorred their observance? 

The navi makes it crystal clear: “Wash and purify yourselves; remove your 
evil deeds from before My eyes. Stop doing evil. Learn well to seek justice, 
strengthen the oppressed. Judge the orphan and argue on behalf of the widow.” 
A few verses later, he refers to dishonest business practices. They mix water 
into the drinks that they sell. They join thieves by buying and selling their stolen 
merchandise. “They love bribes … The do not do justice for the orphan, and the 
dispute of the widow does not come to them.”  

This is the secret. Hashem will not show us favor, in spite of our being mitzvah-
observant, unless we are honest and straight in our business practices and fair to 
all in our court system, even to those who have no one to speak on their behalf. 
This is one of the most repeated themes throughout the navi. Yiddishkeit is a 
package deal, including both the ethical commandments between men and the 
mitzvos that are between individuals and Hashem. 

Although the first Beis Hamikdash was destroyed over the three cardinal sins, 
idolatry, immorality and murder, the second was destroyed for baseless hatred 
and lashon hara. Which is worse? Rabbi Yochanan said, “Learn the answer from 
the [first] Beis Hamikdash, which was quickly restored [only 70 years later], 
while we are still waiting.”

May we take these lessons to heart, and soon merit the geulah sheleima.  

STICKING TOGETHER

How does water reach the treetops?

You may not have realized it, but the unique properties of water enable life on our planet to exist. 
Water molecules are designed to stick to one another. If you fill a cup of water just above the rim, it 
will not spill, as the individual molecules pull on each other.

Plants need water to survive. But trees are very tall, and one wonders how water can flow against 
gravity to reach the uppermost branches. It is water’s cohesiveness that saves the day. Since the 
molecules stick to each other, when water moves into a root, it pulls the rest of the water along 
with it and surges upward. Hashem uses the seemingly simple molecule to keep His world alive.  

Adapted from the Jewish Center for Science.
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

I attend a camp 
in the Catskills. 
The day before 
camp was 
scheduled to 

begin, the camp administration instructed 
us to drop off our luggage for a fee at a 
designated location to be transported to 
camp. When we arrived in camp, we were 
shocked to see that the camp management 
had negligently left all the luggage outside 
in an open field overnight and it was soaked 
due to a heavy rainfall.
Q: What is the extent of the camp’s 
responsibility for the damage?
A: Since you paid for the service of shipping 
the luggage, the camp is categorized as a 
paid custodian. Although they were paid 
to ship the luggage and not specifically as 
custodians to watch the luggage, they are 
nevertheless paid custodians (see C.M. 185:7, 
304:1; Be’er Yitzchak, C.M. 6:2; Beis Shlomo, C.M. 
114). Even if they were unpaid custodians, 
they would be liable, since putting down the 
luggage in a place where it was exposed to 
rain is negligence for which even an unpaid 
custodian is liable. 
Some authorities contend that a kinyan must be 
made to become a custodian, and just leaving 
the item with the custodian is not sufficient to 
classify him as a custodian (Rambam, cited in 
C.M. 291:5, 303:1, 307:2 and 340:4). Accordingly, 
we must consider what kinyan was done by 
the camp owners, since they were not the 
ones who moved the luggage, but it was their 
gentile employees who loaded and unloaded 
the luggage on and off the truck. Although the 
gentiles were hired to transport the luggage, 
that does not make the camp owner’s liable, 
since halachically there is no agency for gentiles 
(ein shelichus l’akum) (Maharash HaLevi, C.M. 
23). Nevertheless, others maintain that when 
a gentile employee lifts something on behalf 
of his Jewish employer, the Jewish employer is 

Rabbi Dayan always led the Kinos in his shul on Tishah B’Av, 
but was going away this year for the entire summer. 
The shul president and board members decided to hire an 

outside speaker to lead the Kinos. They arranged with Rabbi Darshan to lead the Kinos and 
agreed on a respectable fee for the day.
“How should we fund the speaker?” the president asked.
“Congregants will likely be willing to sponsor the speaker,” replied the treasurer. “They will miss 
Rabbi Dayan’s inspirational words this year and will look forward to hearing Rabbi Darshan.”
“I think you’re right,” said the president. “Notify the congregants and we’ll hope for a positive 
response.”
A message was sent out to the congregants: “A guest speaker, Rabbi Darshan, will lead the 
Tishah B’Av Kinos this year. We are seeking sponsors for the speaker; checks should be made 
out to the shul.”
The community responded generously. Within a few days, people donated the necessary 
amount. “We should notify the congregants that we’ve reached the goal,” said a board 
member. “There is no need for additional sponsors.” 
“Why stop people from donating?” asked the treasurer. “We can use the additional amount for 
general shul expenses. I see this as a good fund-raising cause!” 
“Then we would have to notify them that the additional money will be used for general shul 
expenses,” countered the board member.
“What’s the difference?” said the treasurer. “Let each person think that he is a sponsor. No one 
knows who donated first!”
“But that’s misleading them,” countered the board member. “If they wanted to donate for 
general shul expenses they would have 
done so. Clearly they want to donate for 
this speaker! 
“I suggest that we ask Rabbi Dayan,” said 
the president. “I’ll call him.”
“Do we need to alert the congregants that 
we’ve reached the goal?” the president 
asked Rabbi Dayan. “Can we retain 
the additional money for general shul 
functions?”
“This question relates to the issue of 
geneivas daas (misleading), which is 
prohibited” (C.M. 208:6), replied Rabbi 
Dayan. “Minchas Yitzchak (6:167) discusses 
whether a gabbai tzedakah may tell donors 
that he is collecting for a cause for which 
they are likely to donate generously, when 
in truth he is collecting for another cause.
“He prohibits doing so if the donor 
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liable as a custodian (Nesivos 188:1).
Moreover, according to some authorities, by 
paying for the luggage to be shipped, the camp 
owner becomes a custodian (Nesivos 291:12; 
Machaneh Ephraim, Shomrim 7; see also Divrei 
Malkiel 5:215), similar to an employee who is 
obligated to honor his employment contract 
once he is paid (Nesivos 333:1; Machaneh 
Ephraim, Sechiras Po’alim 3; Lechem Mishnah, 
Mechirah 3:1; cf. Avnei Hachoshen 333:2). 
Others disagree and argue that one becomes 
a custodian only when he takes physical 
possession of the object, and giving money 
alone (kinyan kesef) does not make one liable. 
Although payment obligates the custodian as 
an employee, he is not liable as a custodian 
until he takes physical possession of the 
object (Erech Shai 303:1, 340:4; see Imrei Binah, 
Halvaah 82).
In your situation, it is clear that the owners 
made a kinyan to become custodians once 
the luggage reached camp since they own 
the property and took possession of it (kinyan 
chatzer) once it was placed in their property 
(B.M. 94b; see Divrei Mishpat 291:3, who 
suggests that even if the property is not safe 
— chatzer she’einah mishtameres — the owner 
becomes a custodian; see also Imrei Binah, 
Kinyanim 12: d.h. “v’ein”). It is also possible that 
the rented truck serves as the camp owner’s 
property to effect a kinyan for custodianship. 
Therefore, since it is understood that the 
camp administration will ensure that when 
the luggage arrives at camp it will not become 
ruined in the rain, as the campers will not be 
there yet to protect their belongings, the camp 
administrators are liable and must pay for 
the damaged items (C.M. 291:2). Accordingly, 
the camp must pay for clothing that must be 
cleaned (Nesivos 340:3, cf. Ketzos 363:4) as well 
as the loss of value for those items that were 
broken or ruined.

money matters

would not give the same amount had he known the true cause,” continued Rabbi Dayan. 
“Moreover, he writes that if a donor should find out and request that the additional amount 
be returned, the gabbai must do so” (Tzedakah Umishpat 7:[5*]).
“The same question was posed to Shevet HaLevi” (2:119), continued Rabbi Dayan. “He writes 
that doing so is not actual stealing, since in any case the money goes to tzedakah. 
“Furthermore, if the gabbai did so, he can use the money for the true cause for which he 
collected, and it is not considered changing the cause of the tzedakah (see Y.D. 256:4), since 
the gabbai initially intended the money for this cause and we can assume the donor would 
consent. Nonetheless, he raises the issue of geneivas daas in initially misleading the donor” 
(Pischei Choshen, Geneivah 15:[22]). 
“Indication that geneivas daas is prohibited here can be brought from the gabbai Rabi Yanai 
(Arachin 6b), who would borrow from tzedakah money since this benefited the poor,” added 
Rabbi Dayan. “One explanation is that people would then have had to donate more, since 
there was insufficient money available. But he would not lie and state falsely that there was 
insufficient money” (Beis Yosef, Y.D. 259:3).
“Where does this leave us?” asked the president.
“We cannot collect for the shul under the guise of sponsoring Rabbi Darshan, or send out an 
additional notice indicating further need, or reply dishonestly to someone who asks whether 
more is needed,” answered Rabbi Dayan. “Nonetheless, if additional people respond to the 
initial request, each person who contributes has a share in sponsoring the speaker. The 
additional amount should be used to fund similar Torah speakers” (Y.D. 253:6).
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Payment by Non-Guarantor
(Based on writings of Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita)
Q: My neighbor owed someone money but was away for the summer, so I paid for him. Is 
he required to compensate me when he returns?
A: According to most authorities, when you pay another person’s loan without being 
instructed to, the borrower is not legally required to compensate you. Perhaps the 
borrower would have convinced the lender to cancel the debt or found others who would 
have paid gratis. In many situations, though, it is proper to compensate (C.M. 128:1; Shach 
128:3). 
However, if the borrower instructed or requested that you pay, he is required to 
compensate you, even if you were not a guarantor, since you laid out money at his 
request (Rema 129:1; Sma 129:3). 
If the borrower asked you to become a guarantor after the loan was granted, without 
a kinyan, and you paid without explicit instruction from the borrower, although the 
commitment is not halachically binding, some maintain that the borrower is required to 
compensate you; others disagree (C.M. 130:2; Shach 129:3; Shaar Mishpat 129:1).
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employee and an oness occurs, the employee is 
not obligated to refund the money, even if they 
did not stipulate that it is non-refundable. The 
rationale is that since the employer paid before 
the commencement of the employment of his 
own volition, even though he is not obligated to 
pay until the end of the period of employment, 
that indicates that he wants the employee to 
have the money even in the event of an oness 
(Tosafos, B.M. 79b, cited by Shach, C.M. 334:2). 
Accordingly, if the employee demanded 
payment in advance and the employer did not 
pay of his own volition, there is no evidence 
that the employer agreed that the employee 
can keep the money unconditionally, and in the 
event of an oness he must refund the money 
(Maharach, Ohr Zarua 66).
Others write that the reason the employee 
loses when an oness occurs is that since he 
did not make any stipulation to the contrary, 
he is the one seeking to collect and bears the 
burden of proof (hamotzi me’chaveiro alav 
haraayah). Therefore, if the employee was 
paid in advance, he is not required to refund 
the money. This would apply even when the 
employee demanded payment in advance, 
since he is in possession of the money and the 
employer is the one seeking a refund (Erech Shai 
334:1; see also Mishpetei Hachoshen, pp. 227-
235). Accordingly, the caterer cannot be forced 
to refund the customer’s money, though it may 
be appropriate to negotiate a compromise if the 
caterer had no damage (see Chukos Hachaim, 
Falagi, 47).
As far as the mashgiach is concerned, he has no 
claim against the caterer. The caterer does not 
work as the mashgiach’s agent; the mashgiach 
is an employee of the caterer and is paid as an 
employee. Therefore, since an oness occurred 
and there was no job to perform, absent any 
contractual agreement or known custom, they 
are not required to pay him.

money matters

more so one’s life (hashavas gufo)!
“Regarding hashavas aveidah of property, a person is not required to forgo his own 
money to save another person’s property,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “However, a 
person is required to forgo money to save another’s life, such as by hiring rescuers or 
equipment. Because of the prohibition to stand idly by, a person is even required to give 
up all his wealth to save another Jew from imminent danger!” (C.M. 426:1; Marcheshes 
1:43; Encyclopedia Talmudis 10:344).
“Then why is the person liable?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“This is derived from the case of a person who is being chased by murderers and 
escapes by damaging other people’s property en route,” said Rabbi Dayan. “One who 
saves himself at another’s expense is liable for the damage. Similarly, the rescued man is 
required to reimburse you here if he can pay” (C.M. 380:3; Sma 426:1; Rema, Y.D. 252:12).
“What if I knew beforehand that the person is unable to pay?” asked Mr. Zimmerman.
“That is not a reason to avoid saving his life,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The obligation 
remains to save a fellow Jew” (Meiri, Sanhedrin 73b; Shulchan Aruch Harav, Hil. Nizkei 
Haguf #7).
“In your case, since seconds were critical, the person whom you saved is liable for 
damage to your phone,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “If you could have easily removed the 
phone, he would be legally exempt, since the loss was not necessary for the rescue. It 
would be common decency to pay, nonetheless, since it is difficult when saving a life to 
consider all the monetary ramifications.”
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story line

Who Is the Bechor?
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita

Q: An assimilated Jew had a son with a non-Jewish wife. The man became a baal 
teshuvah and married a divorced Jewish woman, who had a son from her previ-
ous marriage. The man later learned that he was a Kohen and prohibited to a di-
vorced woman. He married a third woman, who did not have children previously, 
and had another son. Who is the bechor for inheritance?
A: Bechor for purposes of inheritance (in contrast to pidyon haben) is dependent on 
the father. However, the son from the non-Jewish woman is not considered a hala-
chic descendant and does not deny rights of bechor from the subsequent son (C.M. 
277:8,10).

Thus, the son born from the second woman is the man’s bechor, even though it 
was a prohibited marriage and she already had a son (who is also a bechor to his 
father). The son from the third wife, while a bechor for purposes of pidyon haben, is 
not a bechor for purposes of inheritance (C.M. 277:9)
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Now You Know 
Tisha B’Av falls on Shabbos this year, so 

the observance of the fast is pushed off 
until Sunday.  This brings up several 

different halachic situations. 

As Friday is actually Erev Tisha B’Av, 
one should not learn prohibited Torah 

topics after mid-day on Friday (on 

Shabbos all topics are permitted, though 

the custom is not to learn Pirkei Avos after 

Chatzos,) and if one can take his shower 
for Shabbos before chatzos, that would 

be proper according to many poskim. 

On Shabbos itself, one conducts himself 
in the normal manner and may not 

diminish his Shabbos meals an iota 
because of Tisha B’Av.  Even Seudah 

Shlishis may consist of meat and wine, 
but must be concluded by sunset.  The 

fast begins at that time, though the 
other prohibitions do not start until after 

Shabbos. 

Sunday night, as it is already 11 Av, all 
the restrictions of the Nine Days are 

lifted and one may shower, do laundry, 
take a haircut and listen to music 

(though maybe not at the same time!) 

The only exception is that the night 
following aveilus one does not eat meat 

or drink wine.  Besides for Motsai Tisha 
B’Av, this halacha would apply when one 

tears kriah at the Kosel in mourning for 
the Bais HaMikdash.  Then, he should 

not eat meat or drink wine until the next 
morning. 

One should eat, change shoes and wash 

his hands before saying Kiddush Levana 
on Sunday night Motsai Tisha B’Av. 

Thought of the week: 

You cannot wake a person 
who is pretending to be 
asleep. 

 (A:A  OYRBD) „.BHZ YDW TWRCXW IBLW LPT IYBW IRAP IYB FWS LWM HBREB RBDMB...‰  
“…in the desert, in the plain, opposite Suf, between Paran and Tofel and Lavan 
and Chatzeiros and Di-Zahav.” (Devarim 1:1) 

As the final week of his life began, Moshe spoke words of reproof to the Jewish People. He 
did not do it earlier, lest they be embarrassed by his words and shamed when they saw 
him. Even now, he did not lash out at the Jews, but rather alluded in the most subtle way to 
the bad behavior they had exhibited during his tenure as leader. 

Rashi quotes the Sifri that each of the places mentioned references a sin the Jews did. “In 
the desert” referred to when the Jews said, “If only we had died in the wilderness.” “In 
Arava” referred to the plains of Moav. “Opposite Suf” referred to their complaint at the Reed 
Sea, “Are there lacking graves in Egypt?” The list goes on. 

The casual reader of the Torah would miss this, and assume it was merely a description of 
where they were currently camped, and this was intentional, so the honor of the Jewish 
People could be maintained and they not be ashamed. To the Jews, the mere mention of 
these words was sufficient. Interestingly, the Torah doesn’t specifically speak out that 
Moshe even mentioned these places. Some Rishonim explain that this was simply a 
description of their geographic location; and yet the Jews got the message that if this is 
where HaShem brought them, there was a meaning. 

They understood that they were being reminded of their sins and urged not to repeat them. 
They were introspective and honest enough to see where they’d gone astray. When Moshe 
ended with “Di-Zahav,” which Chazal say was a defense of the Jewish People that they 
sinned with the Golden Calf because HaShem showered too much wealth upon them, they 
recognized that they had repaid good with evil even if Moshe was trying to defend them. 

The Shabbos before Tisha B’Av is called Shabbos Chazon, the Shabbos of Vision, after 
the prophecy of Yeshaya (Isaiah) which begins with the word “Chazon,” and takes the Jews 
to task for not reflecting and recognizing HaShem and all His kindness to them. This is the 
week we read Devarim, in which the Jews accepted Moshe’s reproof as thinking people. 

The Gemara (Gitin 55b) says that Jerusalem was destroyed because of Kamtza and Bar 
Kamtza. It relates the famous story of the man who made a party and wished to invite 
Kamtza. Instead the invitation went to Bar Kamtza, his sworn enemy. Despite the man’s 
pleading and offers of remuneration, the host insisted that Bar Kamtza leave. He did, and 
went straight to Rome with a plot that led to the destruction of the Temple. 

Had the host (whose name is erased from history) stopped and realized that if Bar Kamtza 
was at his home HaShem had surely arranged it for a purpose, the story may have had a 
very different ending. This is a time to open our eyes, open our minds, and find the truth we 
wish to ignore. That pure vision will lead us to Moshiach. 

A woman came to a local Bais Din complaining that her husband had abandoned her, 
leaving her an aguna – a chained woman. R’ Simcha Bunim of Pshicha was there and said, 
“Your husband is in the Hachnosas Orchim house of such-and-such a city.” She went 
there, found her husband, and obtained a divorce. 

The city was in an uproar about the far-reaching vision of R’ Simcha Bunim but he 
shrugged it off. “It wasn’t a miracle at all,” he said. “I was in the Mikveh and overheard two 
men speaking. One of them mentioned that so-and-so was in the public hostel in a certain 
town. Since I make it a practice not to speak about others, I realized that I had heard it for 
some purpose and filed it away until the woman came to our court.” 
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Please learn this Torah as a merit 

for Refuah Shelaima for  
LEKAR IB HwM LAPR 

Amongst all the ill of Klal 

Yisrael, and may all those who 

need salvation be answered 

today. 

 

N‰EL 

H‰EH‰EH‰EH‰E    ISYN LARsY ISYN LARsY ISYN LARsY ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ÂR TB ÂR TB ÂR TB ABYLABYLABYLABYL    
Mrs. Leeba Kizelnik ob”m 

BA OXNM A‰Y UYYCRAY 
We still think of you often Babbie 

Leeba! 
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On the first day of Sivan, the Jewish 
people encamped at Har Sinai. 
Five days later, they received the 

Torah. They then remained at Har Sinai. 
Much time was to pass and many events 
were to transpire before they would begin 
their travels through the Midbar. 

Thirty-eight years later, when the Torah 
recounts the time spent at Har Sinai, it 
uses the expression, “You have had much 
dwelling by this mountain.” Rashi explains 
this to mean, “There is much reward for 
your having dwelt at this mountain. 
While you were there, you acquired 
much importance and reward. You built 
the Mishkan, the Menorah and the holy 
vessels. You received the Torah, and you 
appointed the Sanhedrin.”

This Rashi is difficult to understand. 
Moshe Rabbeinu is addressing the entire 
nation and saying that the years in the 
Midbar were great for all of them. Every 
one of the Jewish people received greatness 
and reward for being there. Yet only a small 
number of the people actually constructed 
the Mishkan, and none of them appointed 
the Sanhedrin. How are they rewarded for 
what they didn’t do? 

The answer to this can best be understood 
with a parable. 

³ THE SUPER BOWL RING 

In America today, entertainment is taken 
very, very seriously. And probably no 
event looms larger than the Super Bowl. 
Receiving more coverage and more notice 
than any religious event or national holiday, 
this is the event of the year. The build-
up begins months ahead of time, and it’s 
pervasive. In supermarkets, on billboards, 
on t-shirts, and in magazines, the big game 
is touted with pictures of players and offers 
of memorabilia. Everyone wants to be a 
part of the hype. 

On Super Bowl Sunday itself, life seems 
to stop. Over one hundred million 
people watch the game. About half of the 
households in the country show it in their 
living rooms and dens.  

Needless to say, being on a Super Bowl 
team is the highlight of an athlete’s life, 
and being on the winning team means 
being a part of history. One of the trophies 
the winners receive is the Super Bowl ring. 
Typically, the ring is diamond-encrusted 
and large enough to bear the Super Bowl 
inscription, the winning team’s name and 
logo, and the year of the game. 

In 2014, the Seattle Seahawks won the 
Super Bowl. This was their first victory 
ever, and to celebrate, they hired Tiffany’s 
to hand-craft each Super Bowl ring. 
The famed jewelry company produced a 
masterpiece. 

In the past, Super Bowl rings sold for close 
to $250,000.00, but this was in a class by 
itself. Set in white gold with over 107 round 
diamonds and 40 sapphires lining the top, 
it is enough to make a jewelry enthusiast 
drool. Tiffany’s refused to give a value on 
the ring, saying, “It’s truly priceless.” 

The question, though, was: who gets a ring? 
Certainly, the eleven starting players would 
each receive one. The other fifty or so players 
who suit up for the game are also part of the 
team, so each of them should receive a ring 
as well. But there are also coaches, trainers, 
executives, and general staff. They too are 
part of the success, and so they should 
receive one. In the end, the Seahawks gave 

a ring to every full-time employee of the 
organization. All told, four hundred Super 
Bowl rings were distributed — because all 
those people were part of the team.

³ ALL MEMBERS OF THE TEAM

This seems to be the answer to the question 
on Rashi. The Torah is telling us that we 
are all members of one nation. Whether 
you’re the Gadol HaDor or a simple tailor, 
you’re a Jew, and every Jew is part of one 
unit. For good or for bad, we are together. 
Only too often, we have been punished as a 
group, but we are also rewarded as a group. 
What Moshe was saying to the people of 
that generation was, “During your lifetime 
these things were accomplished, and you 
are all a part of it. The nation as a whole is 
credited with the building of the Mishkan 
and the establishment of the Sanhedrin. 
You are all part of the nation, so you 
receive reward.” 

This concept is very applicable to us. In 
our day, we have seen a resurgence of Torah 
study that might well be unprecedented in 
history. Since the great yeshivahs of Sura 
and Pumpedisa, there haven’t been these 
many men learning Torah full-time. And 
we are all a part of that. Whether I learn 
in the Mir in Yerushalyim, Bais Medrash 
Govoah in Lakewood, or in Ponevezh or 
Chofetz Chaim, or even if I have never set 
foot into a yeshivah in my life, I am part of 
this nation. This nation is ascending. This 
nation has rebuilt Torah institutions. This 
nation has recreated its own culture and 
its own ways. We have our own magazines 
and radio programs, our own authors 
and songwriters — we have experienced 
the rebirth of a Torah Nation. And all of 
this in the turbulent waters of a conflicted 
society that constantly pulls at us to join 
in its march of emptiness and frivolity. 
That society pulls at our youth, and it pulls 
at our men and women, but despite all 
its efforts, we have remained loyal to the 
Torah way. The nation of Yisrael is on the 
rise, and we are all a part of it. In that sense, 
we are to be rewarded. May HASHEM 
speedily bring forth our 
final Redemption.  

Being Part 
of the 

Winning 
Team 
g 

“HASHEM our G-d has spoken to us 
in Chorev, saying, “You have had much 

dwelling by this mountain.”  
— Devarim 1:6 —



 
 

1 

Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Devarim-Chazon 5778

Eicha: A Time to Give, not 

to Receive 

Introduction 

וריבכם ומשאכם טרחכם לבדי אשא איכה , how 

can I alone carry your contentiousness, 

your burdens, and your quarrels? 

(Devarim 1:12) 

In this week’s parasha it is said 

(Devarim 1:12) eicha esa livadi 

tarchachem umasachem virivchem, how 

can I alone carry your contentiousness, 

your burdens, and your quarrels? The 

Medrash (Eicha Rabbah 1:1) notes that 

there are three instances in Scripture 

where the word eicha appears. One 

instance is here in Devarim. The second 

instance is when Yeshaya (1:21) 

declares eicha haysah lizonah kiryah 

nemanah, how the faithful city has 

become a harlot! The third instance is in 

the beginning of the Book of Eicha (1:1) 

which we read on Tisha Ba’Av, where 

the prophet Yirmiah laments eicha 

yashvah vadad, alas – she sits in 

solitude! The Medrash draws a 

distinction between these three instances 

of eicha. Moshe witnessed the Jewish 

People in their glory. Yeshaya knew the 

Jewish People when they were in a state 

of rebellion, and Yirmiah observed the 

people when they were in a state of 

degradation. This Medrash poses a 

number of difficulties. First, if Moshe 

saw the Jewish People in their glory, 

why did he bemoan the fact that they 

were contentious and quarrelsome? 

Second, what is the significance of the 

word eicha that warrants the Medrash to 

highlight these three time periods in 

Jewish history? 

The difference between eich and eicha 

In order to understand the significance of 

the word eicha, it is worthwhile to 

examine the meaning of the word itself. 

The word eicha is similar to the word 

eich, with one notable difference. The 

word eich is in the masculine form, 

whereas the word eicha appears in the 

feminine form. The reasons for this 

difference is beyond the scope of this 

essay. Nonetheless, the fact that one is in 

the masculine form and the other is in 

the feminine form is reflective of a 

profound insight into the conduct of the 

Jewish People. When Moshe wondered 

how he could bear the burden of the 

Jewish People alone, he was expressing 

his disappointment in the people’s 

inability to rise above the pettiness and 

struggles of one who is always needy. 

Thus, Moshe was bemoaning the fact 

that the Jewish People had everything 

delivered to them on a silver platter, but 

they could not resist quarrelling with 

each other and provoking HaShem to 

anger. Yeshaya, however, saw the 

Jewish People in a state of rebellion, 

where they had already fallen from their 
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glory and were wallowing in the gutter. 

Yirmiah witnessed the Jewish People in 

their state of degradation, when there 

was apparently no more hope. Thus, 

while all three leaders saw the Jewish 

People in different states of existence, 

they essentially observed the people 

when they were on the receiving end and 

not on the giving end.  

Being satisfied with what we have will 

help us avoid baseless hatred 

What message is the Medrash conveying 

to us? Do we not know that the Jewish 

People sinned and this brought about the 

destruction of the Bais HaMikdash and 

the Land? The answer to this question is 

that we are being taught a powerful 

lesson in human nature. When HaShem 

bestows us with wealth and comforts, it 

behooves us to appreciate what we have 

and to be satisfied with our lot. While 

we always look to HaShem as the 

Source of all blessings, we cannot 

become weakened like one who is in 

constant need of fame and riches. 

Desiring more than what we have only 

leads to contentiousness and quarrels 

with one another. The Gemara (Yoma 

9b) states explicitly that the second Bais 

HaMikdash was destroyed because of 

baseless hatred, and one of the catalysts 

for this hatred is desiring more than what 

we have.  

The Shabbos connection 

This Shabbos is referred to as Shabbos 

Chazon, the Shabbos of vision. We are 

required to gaze inwards and 

contemplate the luxuries that HaShem 

has provided us with and to appreciate 

those comforts. We can then use our 

possessions to help others in need, thus 

fulfilling the verse that states (Yeshaya 

1:27) Tziyon bimishpat tipadeh 

vishaveha bitzedakah, Zion will be 

redeemed through justice, and those who 

return to her through righteousness. 

When we realize that we have 

everything that we need in the physical 

realm, we will begin to crave higher 

levels of spirituality. HaShem will then 

hear our pleas to restore the glory of 

Yerushalayim to the days of old, with 

the arrival of Moshiach Tzidkeinu and 

the rebuilding of the Third Bais 

HaMikdash, speedily, in our days. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Dror Yikra 

The composer was Dunash ben Librat, 

the famed medieval grammarian and 

paytan who lived from 4680-4750 

(920990 C.E.). He was born in Baghdad 

and, except for twenty years in Fez, 

lived there his entire life. He was a 

nephew and disciple of Rabbeinu 

Saadiah Gaon and was acquainted with 

many of the Sages of his time. Rashi and 

Ibn Ezra quote him extensively. His 

name appears four times as the acrsostic 

of the stiches in stanzas 1,2,3, and 6. 

This zemer is a prayer to HaShem to 

protect the Jewish People, destroy its 

tormentors, and bring the Nation peace 

and redemption.  
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תְנִעים ִשמְ  בָּ ת. ְשבּו נּוחּו ְביֹום שַּ ֶכם ְולֹא יְֻשבַּ , 

pleasant will be your reputation, never to 

cease. Rest and be content on the 

Shabbos day. It is said (Yeshaya 58:14) 

ל יְ  נַּג עַּ ז ִתְתעַּ ל )במותי( -ו-ה-אָּ ְבִתיָך עַּ ָּה ְוִהְרכַּ

ְלתִ  ֲאכַּ ֶרץ ְוהַּ ֳמֵתי אָּ ִביָך ִכי ִפי יְ בָּ ת יֲַּעֹקב אָּ ֲחלַּ -ה-יָך נַּ

ה ִדֵבר-וָּ  , then you will delight in HaShem, 

and I will mount you astride the heights 

of the world; I will provide you the 

heritage of your forefather Yaakov, for 

the mouth of HaShem has spoken. The 

Gemara (Shabbos 118a) interprets this 

verse to mean that one who delights in 

the Shabbos will receive a boundless 

heritage. Unlike Avraham and Yitzchak 

who received from HaShem a limited 

heritage, Yaakov received a boundless 

heritage, as regarding Yaakov it is said 

(Bereishis 14:28)  ֹפנָּה ה ְוצָּ ֵקְדמָּ ה וָּ ְצתָּ יָּמָּ רַּ ּופָּ

ה ֶנְגבָּ  you shall spread out powerfully ,וָּ

westward, eastward, northward and 

southward. Perhaps we can suggest that 

in this passage we declare that one who 

rests on Shabbos will be ְנִעים ִשְמֶכם, 

literally translated as “your name will be 

pleasant.” The name of the Jewish 

People is ֵאל  the name that HaShem ,ִיְשרָּ

conferred upon Yaakov, and Yaakov is 

the one whose reputation spreads far and 

wide, without limitations. 

Shabbos Stories 

I’m Eating on Tisha Ba’Av and That’s 

the Truth! 

The Talmud records that the Jewish 

people went into exile 2,000 years ago 

because they lacked love one for 

another. The road of return, therefore, is 

paved with gentle caring and 

compassion for each other.  

I know that it is Tisha Ba’Av today and I 

am eating anyway 

One of the outstanding mitzvos is “Love 

of others,” love for another person. The 

Baal Shem Tov said that inasmuch as 

God is abstract and in tangible, it may be 

difficult to develop love for Him. The 

royal road love to God, said the Baal 

Shem Tov, is Love of others. Many 

righteous people excelled in love of 

others. Perhaps most prominent in 

Chassidic folklore is Rabbi Levi 

Yitzchak of Berditchev, who was 

constantly interceding with God on 

behalf of His people.  

For example, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak once 

encountered a man who was eating on 

Tisha Ba’Av. “My child,” he said, “you 

must have forgotten that day is Tisha 

Ba’Av.”  

“No, I know it is Tisha Ba’Av,” the man 

replied.  

“Ah, then you have been instructed by 

your doctor that you may not fast 

because of poor health.”  

“I am perfectly healthy,” the man said.  

Rabbi Levi Yitzchak raised his eyes 

toward heaven. “Master of the universe,” 

he said. “I have given this man two 

opportunities to exonerate himself for 

eating on Tisha Ba’Av, but he is so 

dedicated to truth that he rejected my 

offer, even at the risk of incriminating 

himself…”  
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Better to be bitten by insects now 

The "Tzaddik of Stitchin" would 

welcome wayfarers into his home and 

provide them with a place to sleep, even 

if they were dressed in tattered clothes 

and covered with the dust of the road. 

When it was pointed out to him that they 

might be carrying insects that would 

infest his bedclothes, the tzaddik said, 

"The Talmud states that the dead body 

actually feels the pain of being worm 

eaten. At that time I will not be able to 

do anything to the insects that will be 

irritating me. Is it not better that I take 

the risk of being bitten by insects in this 

world, where I can at least brush the 

insects away, and hope that by merit of 

the mitzvah of hosting guests, I will be 

spared the misery after death?" 

The Ten Thousand Fund 

It started one afternoon when the 

Rottenbaum family sat down to lunch 

and they heard a tremendous crash of 

something heavy falling. They ran to the 

window, looked out onto the garden 

below them, and heard a rough voice call 

from above: "Don't stick your heads out 

the window or you'll be sorry!"  

They closed the window and in front of 

their very noses saw a metal trellis fall 

heavily to the ground. They recognized 

it as one of the porch trellises of the 

Gutman family who lived on the floor 

above them. Eli Rottenbaum explained 

excitedly, "Srulie Gutman told me at 

school that his family are starting to 

enlarge their apartment. Today the 

workers came, and from now on they're 

sleeping in another apartment." True, the 

Gutmans were seen leaving with their 

suitcases, but they did not say to where 

or for how long.  

Another trellis fell heavily to the ground, 

on the beautiful garden the Rottenbaums 

had so lovingly cultivated. Then the thud 

of heavy equipment shook the entire 

building, and ear-splitting drilling made 

everyone cover their ears. The roof 

shook, and the acrid smell of dust soon 

filled the air. The apartment building 

contained only a few families, and the 

neighbors had always gotten along well. 

But Mrs. Rottenbaum felt that some part 

of her neighborly feeling was being torn 

to bits, together with the clotheslines that 

were lying on the ground under the 

weight of the trellises.  

"They're building, they're building!" 

exulted the children. But the parents 

furrowed their brows. The Gutmans had 

nine children and lived in cramped 

quarters; it was wonderful that they were 

finally enlarging their narrow living 

space. Everyone knew that both Mr. and 

Mrs. Gutman worked long hours and 

that making a livelihood was not easy 

for them. But still, couldn't they have 

given advance warning to their 

neighbors? "If we had known, we could 

have asked them to tell the workers to 

take the trellises down safely and put 

them near the garbage bins... we could 

have come to an agreement about a 

break in the work during afternoon rest 

hours...  

The Rottenbaums had no midday rest, 

neither that day nor the next. Mr. 
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Binyamin Rottenbaum, a teacher, really 

needed his afternoon rest, as his teaching 

hours continued late into the evening. He 

went upstairs and tried to talk to the 

workmen, but encountered total 

obduracy on their part... Two more days 

passed, two very difficult days: 

construction work lasted from 11 A.M. 

until 6 P.M., and already their decorative 

living-room window had cracked deeply 

and shattered. "Who knows how much 

the Gutman construction is going to cost 

us!" someone muttered.  

That night, Binyamin Rottenbaum ran 

into Yankele Gutman. Yankele poured 

out his heart: he had made the decision 

to start construction at the last minute 

because he'd found a contractor who 

gave him a really good price, but the 

catch was that they'd have to begin 

immediately or the price would go up. 

That's why they'd left in such a rush and 

didn't have the chance to talk to their 

neighbors. He'd signed a contract with a 

shrewd contractor who promised to 

complete the work as soon as possible, 

maximum three months.  

"Friends told me," said Yankele, "that 

the contractor is liable to take advantage 

of the fact that I don't have certification 

and all the proper papers yet, by taking 

on inexperienced workers, since I won't 

be able to lodge a complaint against him. 

But so far, everything seems to be going 

smoothly."  

Going smoothly! Maybe for the 

Gutmans, but certainly not for the 

Rottenbaums. Binyamin bit his lip, but 

Yankele continued with his list of woes, 

mainly money problems. He looked 

terribly haggard and troubled, and 

Binyamin felt sorry for him. A few days 

later when the two ran into each other, 

Binyamin did try to talk to his neighbor 

and explain how the unbearable noise 

and dirt were affecting the other tenants. 

He even told him that the work was 

slovenly, negligent and careless ― in 

short, much worse than the norm. But 

Yankele's eyes were darting from side to 

side; it was clear that the man was 

distracted and in over his head. He told 

Binyamin he'd see what he could do.  

This same scenario repeated itself a few 

more times, and Binyamin became 

resigned to the fact that Yankele did not 

seem able to deal with the situation. 

"That's the way it is," Binyamin 

understood. "Yankele is wrapped up in 

his own troubles and money issues with 

his contractor, and just can't seem to deal 

with this."  

One evening, Binyamin was called to the 

neighbor who lived upstairs... "We have 

to roll up our sleeves and get to work," 

said the upstairs neighbor grimly. "We 

have to declare war against the chutzpah 

going on under our very noses. Yes, I 

gave Gutman the go-ahead to build, but 

not like this! I saw your shattered 

window, and I've also had some 

breakage. We have to file a lawsuit 

before this gets even more out of hand."  

This tone did not suit Binyamin at all, 

and he cut the conversation short. Later 

that night, he opted to walk home from 

his nephew's wedding instead of taking 

the bus so that he could think. War? 
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Confrontation? What kinds of words 

were those? He, Binyamin Rottenbaum 

the teacher, was he going to get involved 

in such shady business? All his life he 

had avoided gossip and slander, conflict 

and strife. Among his wide circle of 

friends and acquaintances, there was not 

even one that he "didn't talk to." When 

one of his children came home with a 

story of anyone being criticized for 

doing such-and-such, he would firmly 

cut off the discussion by saying, "We 

don't discuss such things in the 

Rottenbaum household..."  

But, still: the racket every day, the 

shattered window, rest hours, drilling, 

rudeness. Wasn't there a limit?  

But how could he continue to tell his 

children, "We don't discuss such things 

in the Rottenbaum household," if the 

Rottenbaum household was full of 

resentment and anger? Furthermore, 

what kind of relationship would they 

have with the neighbors once 

construction was finished and the 

Gutmans returned? Binyamin was not 

naive. He knew full well what transpired 

in many apartment buildings after 

someone started renovating and there 

were problems ― grievances before 

rabbinical courts, evacuation orders, 

neighbors who did not speak to one 

another. Even if the work continued for 

months, Binyamin reasoned, with the 

drilling and dust and whatnot, there 

would be many more years afterward 

when they would need to live in peace 

and harmony with the neighbors. Was it 

worth spoiling all that?  

After all the years of working on their 

character traits, now they were being put 

to the test. It's no problem getting along 

with others when things are pleasant. It's 

only under difficult circumstances that 

we are really tested, and this is precisely 

when we must restrain ourselves, 

understand the other person's actions, 

and maintain our inner balance. As 

Binyamin neared home and the end of 

his walk, he arrived at his decision.  

Later, Binyamin sat down with his wife 

and discussed everything with her. "But 

what about the monetary damage? Only 

ten days have gone by, and look how 

much this has already cost us," she said.  

Binyamin had already anticipated his 

wife's question, and had prepared an 

answer. "We will take it out of the 'ten 

thousand'," he said.  

After Binyamin's father passed away, 

they had received an inheritance of ten 

thousand dollars. Binyamin decided 

immediately to put the money away; 

they would need it in a few years for the 

bar mitzvah of their twin boys, and then 

for their daughter's wedding. His 

monthly salary was not enough for 

serious savings, and the inheritance 

would provide the seed money...  

As time went on, the Rottenbaums were 

able to add several thousand dollars 

more to their savings, but it always 

retained its original code name: the "ten 

thousand." This was a subconscious 

source of peace of mind, as whenever 

the Rottenbaums talked about future 
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expenses, they knew that the "ten 

thousand" would help them out...  

And so the Rottenbaum parents talked to 

their older children and explained their 

course of action: to maintain their 

silence, keep the peace, and never let the 

Gutmans know how much they suffered. 

They would cover all the damage with 

their savings, and that was that. 

Binyamin took out a plastic bag with 

some earplugs. "These are available any 

time you need some peace and quiet; or 

if you really need to, you can go to 

Grandma's house to do your homework. 

And the garden? When this is over, we'll 

take from the "ten thousand" to buy new 

flowers."  

And so it was. Binyamin made it clear to 

his upstairs neighbor that he would not 

take part in any actions against the 

Gutmans, and explained his rationale. 

Time passed. The Rottenbaum's solar 

water heater was ruined by the 

construction work and needed to be 

replaced; a careless worker bashed in 

their front door with his machinery and 

that too needed to be replaced. There 

were some very difficult moments, such 

as the "spritz" episode. One Friday, the 

workers sprayed the outside of the 

building with white "spritz" ― spackle 

material ― right through the 

Rottenbaums' open window! It took the 

entire family hours of work on Shabbat 

eve to scrub the stuff off the furniture. 

"If worst comes to worst," Binyamin 

reassured his wife, "we'll pay someone 

to remove it professionally. After all, we 

have the means to cover the expense."  

Four thousand dollars. Yes, four 

thousand dollars of the money that had 

been set aside for bar mitzvahs and 

weddings was spent to cover the 

damages caused to the Rottenbaum 

family by Gutman's construction work.  

And they never let on to the Gutmans. 

"Of course, Mrs. Gutman, it was no 

problem at all with the construction 

work. We look forward to your return as 

our dear neighbors when it's all over. 

And after it was all over ― thank God! 

― the Rottenbaums organized a 

welcome-home celebration for the 

Gutmans, with cakes, signs, hugs and 

kisses.  

After the construction was completed, 

the four thousand dollars that Mr. 

Rottenbaum had spent was returned to 

him in amazing ways so that, in effect, 

he never "lost" that money. That, too, is 

a wonderful story, but it is really "beside 

the point." 

Once in a Yovel 

A wealthy wood merchant once came to 

Rav Chaim of Volozhin for advice, 

explaining that all his wealth was in 

danger of being lost. He had sent a huge 

ship laden with wood to a foreign 

country, but the authorities were not 

allowing the wood to enter the country. 

In fact, they were threatening to sink the 

ship if it didn’t leave the border of the 

country.  

Rav Chaim reassured the man, “Don’t 

worry, you’ll see. The salvation of 

Hashem is like the blink of an eye!” 
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On that day, the price of wood rose 

dramatically, and later that day, the 

authorities finally allowed the 

merchant’s ship to enter the country. 

The wealthy man returned to Rav 

Chaim, beaming with happiness. He 

said, “Rebbi, today I experienced 

hashgachas pratis! If the authorities 

hadn’t delayed me, I would have 

received the original price for the wood. 

The delay actually turned out to be 

beneficial; I ended up earning 

significantly more money because of it.” 

Rav Chaim sighed, “This is the 

difference between a rich man and a 

poor man. The poor man sees the 

hashgachas pratis of HaKadosh Boruch 

Hu every day. The rich man sees 

hashgacha only once every few years.” 

(Ukarasa LaShabbos Oneg) 

Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer's Sad 

Goodbye 

R' Shneur Kotler, the Rosh Yeshiva of 

Lakewood, escaped Europe and 

managed to survived the Holocaust after 

experiencing great miracles. Eventually, 

he arrived in Eretz Yisrael, joining his 

grandfather R' Isser Zalman Meltzer 

with whom he shared a very close 

relationship. Once he was in Eretz 

Yisrael, news reached him that his kallah 

who he was engaged to before the war 

was still alive. However, she was unable 

to join him in Eretz Yisrael so R' Shneur 

made plans to travel to her to finally get 

married.  

On the day of his departure R' Shneur 

went to his grandfather's house to part 

from him. R' Isser Zalman expressed his 

great joy on his grandson's upcoming 

marriage and began accompanying him 

down the stairs. Surprisingly, after 

descending only two steps from his 

second floor apartment he turned around 

and went home. Everybody present was 

shocked and puzzled by his behavior. 

Was this a fitting way for R' Isser 

Zalman to part from his dear grandson 

who he would probably never see again?  

One of his students dared to ask him 

why he had not accompanied his 

grandson all the way down the stairs. R' 

Isser Zalman said, "As I was walking 

down the steps, I saw a vision of the 

thousands of Yidden who did not merit 

living long enough to marry. I returned 

home to join in their pain." (Source: 

Stories My Grandfather Told Me) 

(www.Revach.net) 

Thank God It’s Us 

and Not Some 

Other Family 
by Sarah Pachter 

A woman’s usual response to her 

husband’s recurring cancer. 

 

“This is not public information,” Sharon 

said, leaning in as we watched our kids 

on a school outing, “but my husband will 

be back in the hospital in about a week, 

he is having another bout of it.” 

http://www.revach.net/
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She was referring to his brain cancer. 

His battle had been ongoing for six 

years. They had just finished a round of 

chemotherapy and discovered they 

would need another surgery. I was 

shocked. I would see her husband nearly 

every morning when I’d pick up his son 

for carpool and you would never know. 

I asked her how she was managing and 

what I could do to help. 

She responded, “I roll with the punches 

and I have completely succumbed to the 

fact that I have no control. This is my 

life and this is what we deal with. It’s a 

‘new normal’. And the kids keep us 

strong because you just can’t fall apart in 

front of them.” 

What she said next blew me away. “I 

guess I'm just happy it's us going 

through this and not some other family.” 

Flabbergasted, I asked, “What do you 

mean?” 

“Well, we are used to this challenge. So 

if Jonathan gets cancer again… we have 

a protocol and a system. We know how 

to deal with it. If it were another family 

experiencing it for the first time they 

might think their life is officially over. 

Thank God it’s us and not someone 

else.” 

Sharon was sincerely glad that she was 

suffering and not another family. How 

does a person reach spiritual greatness to 

be able to say these words and mean it? 

I was experiencing a small recurring life 

challenge and Sharon’s words served as 

a great way to reframe my mindset: At 

least it is me, I’ve been trained in this 

challenge, I can do it again. I wouldn’t 

want someone else to have to experience 

this. 

For months, I could not stop thinking 

about what she taught me. I knew she 

had more wisdom to share so I met with 

her again and here is what I learned. 

1. Do things that make 

you happy. 

On “lighter” days I try to make sure that 

I do something that I know makes me 

happy. I take a hike or I go to Target I've 

started to go out at night again because 

you can really lose yourself in the 

process. At a certain point I said to 

myself: I'm no fun anymore. What 

happened to me? Doing things that feel 

“fun” helps to minimize the resentment. 

I have to make sure to make myself 

happy or else I can't help anyone else in 

my family be happy. 

So often women feel guilty when 

“indulging” in actions of self care, but 

we must nourish our inner souls, minds 

and bodies in order to try and nurture 

anyone outside of ourselves. Resilience 

starts inward and can only then ripple 

outward. 

2. Resilience happens 

over time. 

Resilience isn't a magical thing that 

appears one random day. You grow into 

it, and often because you are forced to. 

You take each day one at a time and 

suddenly a few years down the road you 

look back and say to yourself, “I guess 

I’m stronger now than I was then.” 



 
 

10 

Sometimes you can't train for resilience. 

It just smacks you in the face and you 

have to get up again. 

3. There will be major highs and lows. 

Accept them both. 

Just the other day, I spent the entire day 

crying.… I couldn't stop. But I accept it. 

I make no judgments of myself. I allow 

myself to feel whatever I am feeling. 

That’s okay. 

We must allow ourselves to feel pain in 

order to move through it. Blocking or 

ignoring it will only cause it to resurface 

later. We need to give ourselves 

permission to cry. 

Allowing ourselves to feel pain and 

sadness enables us to emerge stronger 

and ready for the next challenge. The 

future no longer looks unsurmountable 

and are ready to experience joy in a 

deeper way when it comes knocking on 

our door. 

4. The ‘new normal’ is 

normal too. 

For so long I kept denying what was 

happening and wishing and wanting for 

things to go back to the way they were. 

Finally I accepted my life and realized 

that my ‘new normal’ was normal too. I 

just keep saying to myself: this is my new 

normal. Sometimes that drastically 

changes from week to week and I must 

keep adjusting to a whole new baseline. 

But the bottom line is no matter how 

hard the situation, accepting that “This 

is my new normal” helps. 

By working on these four aspects of 

resilience, over time we can hopefully 

reach the stage where we can say, “I'm 

just glad it's me,” regardless of the 

challenges God bestows upon us. 

Since writing this article Sharon’s 

husband has passed away. It was a 

tremendous loss to our community. May 

his wife continue to be strengthened with 

resilience and may she continue to be a 

role model to us all. And may this article 

be a merit to his lofty soul. 

Names have been changed to protect the 

privacy of the individuals involved. 

(www.aish.com)  

Shabbos in Halacha  

Opening Food Packages 

 

II Practical Applications 

 

As we mentioned previously, it is 

preferable that one opens all containers 

and packages prior to Shabbos. The 

following procedures should be followed 

in the event that one inadvertently did 

not open the container prior to Shabbos. 

 

F. Wrappers 

 

One can only tear paper or a plastic 

wrapper in such a manner that it is 

spoiled. One must also ensure not to tear 

through any printed letters or pictures. 

 

G. Protective Seals 

 

One may remove in the normal manner 

protective plastic seals that cover the lid 

of a container i.e. yogurt containers and 

wine bottles. Nonetheless, one must be 

http://www.aish.com/


 
 

11 

careful not to tear through any printed 

letters or pictures.  
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Yahrtzeits of our 

 ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְשָרֵאל
 ט״ו מנחם אב
5668 – 5760 

1908 – 2000 

ֲחנֹוְך הֶעִניְך דֹוב ּפַאדװָא ַזַצ״ל ר׳ , born in Busk, 
Galicia, to  ֶאִליֶעֶזר װָאלף and א  studied in ,טֹויבָּ
 in the Belz shteibel of Cracow, and later ,ֶצֶלם
on in Vienna, as a ק  ,Pinter ר׳ ַחִיים of ַתְלִמיד ֻמְבהָּ

ב ֵאל of Bukovsk. In 1940, he escaped to רָּ  and was ֶאֶרץ ִיְשרָּ
immediately appointed ַדיָּן of the ה ַהֲחֵרִדית ַלִים of ֵעדָּ  .ְירּושָּ
In 1946, he lost his 1st wife, and was left with 5 children. 
In 1947, he remarried to ְיהּוִדית, granddaughter of  ר׳ יֹוֵסף

 Upon the recommendation of the .ַחִיים זֹוֶנְנֶפְלד ז״ל
Tchebiner ב  he moved to London in 1955, serving as ,רָּ
head of the Union (ְכַדְתיָּא) ,ֵבית ִדין for nearly 45 years. R' 
Wosner, a ֵבר ַח  that his ַמְסִּפיד for seventy years, was חָּ כֺּ

 was admired by the last generation’s leaders. He ַהְּפַסק
authored ֵאפֹוד  .(ְתשּובֹות volumes of 3) ֵחֶשב הָּ

  

 
 

 

Understanding חורבן הבית 
 לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

In עֹולָּה  came ְנבּוַכְדֶנאַצר writes that when רמ״א the ,תֹוַרת הָּ
to destroy the ש  ,the Greek philosopher, Plato ֵבית ַהִמְקדָּ
joined him. Plato met ִיְרְמיָּהּו crying bitterly by the ruins of 
the ש  and asked him 2 questions: 1) Is it ֵבית ַהִמְקדָּ
befitting for a man of your intelligence to cry over 
stones? 2) The building is already in ruins … what good 
are your tears now? ִיְרְמיָּהּו replied by asking him to list all 
his complicated philosophical questions. Plato listed his 
top most difficult questions. ִיְרְמיָּהּו answered them all. 
Plato was dumbfounded! Then ִיְרְמיָּהּו cried, “All my 
wisdom I derived from these stones! Regards my crying 
about the past, you will never understand it!” It was not 
for Plato to appreciate that the more we think about the 

loss of the ש  the greater our joy at the time ,ֵבית ַהִמְקדָּ
of the redemption -  !ה ִשיַח ִבְמֵהרָּ   ְבִביַאת ַהמָּ

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah  
(with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ִרים א:יא(.…ה׳   ֶכם )ְדבָּ ֵרְך ֶאְתֶכם ַכֲאֶשר ִדֶבר לָּ ִמים ִויבָּ ֶכם ֶאֶלף ְּפעָּ ֵסף ֲעֵליֶכם כָּ יֺּ  
 May G-d, … add a thousandfold more like you and bless you, as He spoke to you. 
ֵאל says ַרִש״י  ֶשה expressed dissatisfaction with ְבֵני ִיְשרָּ ה s’מֺּ כָּ  Only that and no more? Is that the“ .ְברָּ
full extent of your ה כָּ  to be like the dust of the earth …  too numerous to (ְבֵראִשית לב:יג) blessed us ה׳ ?ְברָּ
count.” 
ֶשה  ה responded, “You will surely receive the מֺּ כָּ ה gave you. This is just my personal ה׳ that ְברָּ כָּ  to ְברָּ
you.” 
 What exactly was ֶשה ֵאל s reply? What added benefit would’מֺּ ה derive from his ְבֵני ִיְשרָּ כָּ  of a ְברָּ
thousand-fold increase if they were already receiving ה׳’s ה כָּ  ?of virtually limitless increase ְברָּ
ֶשה :explains ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר  ֵאל was testing מֺּ  Did they want to have children to help carry the .ְבֵני ִיְשרָּ
household burden, provide companionship and as a source of security in old age? Or because each child is a 
spark of the Divine, a priceless gift from Heaven, a piece of א ם ַהבָּ  If they had wanted children for their ?עֹולָּ
usefulness alone, they would have said, “A thousand fold will suit our purposes just fine.” But they wanted 
children too numerous to count. ֵאל  were thinking not about their material and emotional needs, but ְבֵני ִיְשרָּ
about the ה כָּ ה s’ה׳ that each child represents. Thus, they proved themselves worthy of ְברָּ כָּ  .ְברָּ
 When ב ם returned from ַיֲעקֺּ ו ,ַארָּ ב noticed ֵעשָּ  s many children and asked him, “What are you’ַיֲעקֺּ
doing with all these children? I thought we made a division; I take ם ַהֶזה א and you take עֹולָּ ם ַהבָּ  So why do .עֹולָּ
you have so many children? What do children have to do with א ם ַהבָּ ם ַהֶזה Children are a boon in ?עֹולָּ  ”!עֹולָּ
ב   replied, “Not so! Children are sparks of the Divine. The opportunity to raise a child, to develop ַיֲעקֺּ
a Divine soul to the point where it can enter א ם ַהבָּ  is a privilege of the highest spiritual worth. That is why ,עֹולָּ
I have children.” 
 Modern man has made a startling discovery: children are a burden. Who needs them? … But what 
about companionship? Future? No problem. Instead of coming home to a house full of demanding, noisy, 
frustrating children, he can come home to an adoring, tail-wagging dog who will run to bring him his slippers 

and newspaper. This is the attitude of ו  .adapted to modern times ,ֵעשָּ
 In contrast, ב  understands that each child represents a spiritual mission, a spark of the ַיֲעקֺּ

Divine, entrusted to our care and our guidance, an opportunity to fulfill ה׳’s desire to have this soul 
brought to א ם ַהבָּ  .עֹולָּ

 

 

A ן  comedian, was ,ַבְדחָּ
once offered a promising 
business venture, but it 
would mean he would have 
to forgo performing at 
weddings. He sought the 
advice of R' Padwa ַזַצ״ל. The 
ב  advised him not to give up רָּ
his comedy. It will guarantee 
him a ֵחֶלק in א ם ַהבָּ  ֲחַז״ל .עֹולָּ
say, לָּב ן ִשַנִים ֵמחָּ  ְשַכר the — ְלבֺּ
for making someone show 
his white teeth (by giving a 
smile) is greater than the ְשַכר 
for giving him milk!  

 וע״ע גמר׳ תענית כא.

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל

טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל״נ לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ ר׳ שמואל מנחם משה בן ר׳ יצחק הכהן ז״ל, לע  
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א

  

 

ֲחנֹוְך הֶעִניְך דֹוב ּפַאדװָא ַזַצ״ל ר׳  
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 שקיעה 

  מוצש״ק 

PAI NEWS 
 
Due to tragic events taking 
place in ארץ ישראל and around 
the world, please try to say 
extra תהלים for אחינו בני ישראל in 
all of our תפלות and before/
after all of our learning and 
doing מצות. Every תפלה counts! 
In the זכות of the collective 
תינוקות של בית  of מצות and תפלות

 may we גאנץ כלל ישראל and רבן
be זוכה to the גאלה שלמה בקרוב! 

 

 

 

Fast of תשעה באב 
begins @  

 This week’s learning program is dedicated: 

 לרפואה שלמה לר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה שליט״א

  This week’s issue/Pirchei Learning Program are dedicated 

 לע״נ הבחור הנחמד ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן
נפטר כ״ז תמוז ה׳ תשס״טיבלחט״א ר׳ יצחק צבי שליט״א   

כז(-)ישעיהו א:א… חזון ישעיהו הפטרה: שבת חזון  -פרשה: דברים    

2מצות לא תעשה:   0אבות ג׳,  מצות עשה:     
7שבועות לראש השנה: יום א׳                                        דף יומי: זבחים צ״ט,  -צום תשעה באב נדחה למוצאי שבת קודש         
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 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י בס״ד
 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל

טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל״נ לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ ר׳ שמואל מנחם משה בן ר׳ יצחק הכהן ז״ל, לע  
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א



 

 :Questions of the week ַרִש״י 
1.What is ֲחַז״ל’s proof that the sun stopped in the sky during the 

war with ִסיחֹון? 
2.From where did ֶשה  learn the idea of extending the offer for מֺּ

peace even though the offer would be ignored? 

Answers 

1. The ּפָּסּוק says: all that is below the heaven will know about the war [with ִסיחֹון]. 
The event of the sun standing still is the only event that would be known to all 
of mankind (ִָּים ָּמ  .(2:25 — ד״ה ַתַחת כָּל ַהש

2. At the time of ָּה ָּה first offered the ה׳ ,ַמַתן תֹור  to the other nations even תֹור
though He knew they would ignore the offer (2:26 — ד״ה ִמִמְדַבר ְקֵדמֹות). 

For sponsorship or comments, please call: 718 972 2188 or Fax: 718 506 9633. 

 

ט  ֵלא גּורּו  ִמְּפֵני  ִאיש  ִכי  ַהִמְשּפָּ עּון  לֺּא  תָּ ל  ִתְשמָּ דֺּ ן  ַכגָּ טֺּ ט  ַכקָּ ִנים  ַבִמְשּפָּ … ים  הּואֹלקִ לֺּא  ַתִכירּו  פָּ

ִרים א:יז(.   )ְדבָּ

 You shall not show favoritism in judgment, small and great [people] alike 

shall you hear, you shall not tremble before any man for the judgment is G-d’s. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 

 For four years, only R' Chaim Ozer Grodzinski ַזַצ״ל and his immediate 

family knew that he had cancer. He showed no visible signs of his terrible suffering; 

a smile was always on his face. He refused to enter a hospital, for he was ever 

aware of how world Jewry, and the ְיִשיבֹות in particular, had rested on his shoulders 

for 55 years...how could he possibly spare time for a hospital stay? When he was 

hospitalized, his ְכַלל work went with him — including the burden of answering the 

steady stream of ְשֵאלֹות (halachic queries) from all over the world.  

 On the last Thursday night of his life he issued orders regarding the 

dispersal of all the charity funds in his care. To the many visitors in his room he 

said, "Good night." Then he whispered, "Who can be זֹוֶכה to having a good night? 

Even so, I have no לֹום ,ַטֲענֹות   ".(no grievance to G-d) ִרבֹונֹו ֶשל עֹולָּם to the ַחס ְושָּ

 Friday, before noon, two men were at his bedside, R' Yechezkel 

Mishkovsky and R' Moshe Shatzkes (Lomza Rav) — whispering, not to disturb the 

sleeping ַצִדיק, not realizing that he had already passed on.  

 The hospital was three kilometers from the city, but as soon as the news 

of his passing reached Vilna the entire length of the road was filled with people.  ְי נֵ ב

ה  ,were assigned to transport his remains on their shoulders until the city limits תֹורָּ

then to place them on a wagon, fearing the reaction of Soviet authorities to any 

unusual demonstration. He was placed in the room where he had studied ה  ,תֹורָּ

rendered decisions on ְשֵאלֹות, dispensed ֶחֶסד and  ָּהקָּ ְצד , for 55 years. There, until 

Sunday,  ְהי נֵ ב תֹורָּ  recited ְתִהִלים (Psalms) and pored over his  ִָּריםְספ  day and night.  

 Those responsible for arranging the  ָּהיָּ ְלו  on Sunday, were haunted by an 

ugly experience with the Soviets at the  ָּהיָּ ְלו  of R' Lazer, the Minsker לֹוגָּד : the Soviets 

arrested all the ַמְסִּפִדים as well as a number of mourners. Some suggested a quiet 

היָּ ְלוָּ   for R' Chaim Ozer, but that was rejected as impossible, for surely all of Vilna 

would come regardless of plans … The authorities should be notified — but 

suppose they forbid a mass funeral? … The decision: גּורּו ִמְּפֵני ִאיש  they had — לֺּא תָּ

to do what is right for the ה בֹוד ַהתֹורָּ היָּ ְלוָּ  without fear of the soviets. A public …  כָּ  

would be held, without securing permission and avoiding any official refusal. R' 

Yoseif Shuv, secretary to R' Chaim Ozer, would take responsibility if the Soviets 

were to challenge the proceedings.  

 Sunday morning, Vilna's entire Jewish populace gathered, joined by the 

הְיִשיבָּ   students and the refugees to whom he had been father and sole contact with 

the outside world. The first ֶהְסֵּפד was delivered at his house by the רֺּאש ֵבית ִדין, the 

aged R' Henoch Eigesh. The procession then proceeded to the big shul, where R' 

Shatzkes and R' Zalman Sorotzkin (Lutzker  ָּבר ) spoke. The procession continued, 

stopping every few blocks. A makeshift platform would be raised and a  ָּבר  would 

speak, adding up to a total of forty ֶהְסֵּפִדים! Instead of interfering, as feared, the 

opposite happened — the Soviets dispatched a battalion of militiamen to preserve 

order. Literally thousands of צֶעטלַאְך, with all sorts of requests, were thrown into 

the grave before it was closed. The soldiers made sure all צֶעטלַאְך reached their 

destination, not outside, for fear some might contain anti-Soviet propaganda.  

 The  ָּהיָּ ְלו  was an unusual display of ה בֹוד ַהתֹורָּ  in the tumultuous years  כָּ

during WWII, for the leader who led  ֵאלְכַלל ִיְשרָּ  through one of its darkest 

times with selfless love and devotion. 

 *The ֵפץ ַחִיים  dedicates this chapter to teach about the importance and חָּ
responsibility of the ִמְצׇוה to return borrowed money. The (ְכתּובֹות פו) ְגׇמׇרא 
teaches  ִמְצׇוה ִהיא -ְּפִריַעת חֹוב , returning the money to the lender is a ִמְצׇוה. 

The ֵפץ ַחִיים  which we all ְתִפִלין and ֻסׇכה ,שֹוׇפר is similar to ִמְצׇוה elaborates that this חָּ
understand that we cannot decide to forego even once. The (ׇבׇבא ְמִציׇעא קיד) ְגׇמׇרא 
defines the bare minimum of a borrower’s assets that are protected by ֵבית ִדין; the  
remaining items of value must be sold off to repay the loan.    
 *This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Review of the ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד is far more extensive and appropriate. 

A Loving Kindness Moment:  חלק ב׳ פרק כד  —ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד  

The responsibility to pay back a loan can be seen by the fact that ֵבית ִדין will sell some of the borrower’s 
most basic possessions. If a person has the means but refuses or stalls on the payment, there is an ִאסּור

ק ֶאת ֵרֶעָך of ְדאֹוַריׇתא ֺּא ַתֲעשֺּ א יט:יג) do not cheat your friend ,ל ע as a ֲחַז״ל and he is labeled by ,(ַוִיְקרָּ שָּ  .רָּ
  

Living with the Torah 
Fear No Man 

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 כֹות כֹות it is important to consider these ,ֲהלָּ  in the context of ֲהלָּ
the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
  ִהְלכֹות ִעְנָיֵני ְדיֹוָמא: ֵבין ַהְמָצִרים

• One does not sit alone or on the ground/low stool for the  ְסעּוַדת

ת on ַהַמְפֶסֶקת  nor does one eat the traditional hard bread and hard ,ַשבָּ
boiled egg dipped in ashes. 

• One may not greet one’s friend on ב ה ְבאָּ  This includes even the .ִתְשעָּ
customary “Good morning/afternoon/evening!” 

   
After losing his first wife, R' Padwa ַזַצ״ל asked the Belzer Rebbe, 
R' Aharon, if he should continue being a ב  As soon as he .רָּ
entered, the Rebbe related that the ר שכָּ  had a son who was ְבֵני ִישָּ
offered נּות  and refused it. His father, told him to accept the ַרבָּ
position and said that being a ָאה ה is a מֹוֶרה הֹורָּ  .for long life ְסֻגלָּ
Looking at R' Padwa, the Belzer Rebbe repeated the words: ‘ ַאז צּו

ה צּו ֲאִריכּות יִָּמים! ָאה ִאיז ַא ְסֻגלָּ ב To be a  — זַײן ַא מֹוֶרה הֹורָּ  is ,(judge) רָּ
a merit for longevity!’ R' Padwa had his answer. 

Sage Sayings 
Source: Hamodia 

 

 
 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
Story adapted from The Jewish Observer  

 

Dear  Talmid, 
 When anti-Semitism rose drastically in Europe and the clouds 
of war gathered ominously, R' Henoch Padwa ַזַצ״ל returned to Vienna. 
Following the Anschluss, when Austria was annexed to the Third Reich, 
he was arrested for being a foreigner. Although he was later released, 
Jews in Vienna were subject to harsh decrees. In 5698 (1938), R' Padwa 
decided to flee to ֵאל  with his family. They boarded the very last ֶאֶרץ ִיְשרָּ
ship that left the country, arriving in ֵאל ת ַנֲחמּו on ֶאֶרץ ִיְשרָּ  5700 ַשבָּ
(1940). He and his family were ferried on a small boat to the departing 
ship as it was leaving the harbor.   
 R' Padwa never stopped praising ד׳ for this miracle, and was 
always grateful for being among the last survivors to escape with his 
entire family. Yet despite his own salvation, R' Henoch never stopped 
mourning the terrible tragedy that struck ֵאל   .ְכַלל ִיְשרָּ
 In his introduction to ֵאפֹוד   :he wrote the following ,ֵחֶשב הָּ
 The תֹוְספֹות יֹום טֹוב on ה  asks ,יֹוֵסף ֶלַקח ,ֵסֶפר quoting the ,ְמִגַלת ֵאיכָּ
why the ַחְשמֹונִָּאים did not establish days of celebration in honor of the 
salvation of ֵאל  was openly ַחְשמֹונִָּאים of the ֵנס The .ּפּוִרים similar to ַעם ִיְשרָּ
greater than the miracle of ּפּוִרים .ּפּוִרים was a more natural and hidden 
miracle. ה  תֹוְספֹות יֹום טֹוב the miracle was obvious and unnatural. The ,ֲחנֻכָּ
answers that by the ַחְשמֹונִָּאים, the ה  was not complete, because so ִשְמחָּ
many of ֵאל  .perished ְכַלל ִיְשרָּ
 R' Padwa continues, “How much more so is the case here, 
when only a handful were saved….”  
  My ַתְלִמיד, although R' Padwa was forever thanking ד׳ for his 
personal ה ֵאל he felt the deep pain that ,ְישּועָּ  was going through ְכַלל ִיְשרָּ
at the same time. The greater a person is, the more they understand 
that although we are all individuals, we are connected and must all 
share in the ‘ups and down’ of ֵאל  !ְכַלל ִיְשרָּ

רּוְך!  ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו בָּ
  ֶרִבי Your ,ְבְיִדידּות

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The issues of Parsha Potpourri in 2018 are generously dedicated 
 לז"נ אסתר בת ניסים יצחק ושמחה ז"ל
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 ויהי בארבעים שנה בעשתי עשר חדש באחד לחדש דבר
)1:3משה אל בני ישראל ככל אשר צוה ד' אתו אלהם (   

 The book of Devorim begins with Moshe’s review of Jewish history from the time of the Exodus 
until the present. Much of Parshas Devorim revolves around Moshe rebuking the nation for sins they 
committed during this period, in an attempt to ensure that they would not continue in their erroneous 
ways. Rashi writes that Moshe waited to censure the people until the end of his life, just as Yaakov 
delayed reproaching his children until just before his death because he was afraid that his criticism may 
cause them to abandon him and follow in the path of his wicked brother Eisav.  

This approach seems difficult to reconcile with the ruling of the Rema (Yoreh Deah 334:1) that 
when a person is deserving of admonishment and punishment, it must be carried out even if doing so may 
cause him to adopt sinful practices. If so, how could Yaakov and Moshe push off their reprimands for so 
many years instead of delivering them immediately without worrying about the potential ramifications? 
 Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman explains that the Shulchan Aruch is discussing punishments that are 
meted out by beis din, which must be given promptly and without concern for the consequences. On the 
other hand, when an individual wishes to convey words of reproof, he can – and should – wait to express 
them at a time when they are most likely to be effective. 
 Applying this distinction between punishment and reproach to the present period on the Jewish 
calendar, Rav Yisroel Reisman points out that Tisha B’Av is a day of rebuke, when Hashem attempts to 
get our attention and wake us up spiritually. However, contrary to the conventional wisdom that views Av 
as a month when Hashem is hidden and distant from us, Rav Tzaddok maintains that Av is a time when 
Hashem reveals Himself and it is even easier to connect to Him.  

Rav Tzaddok explains that if a person borrows money, he does not need to repay the loan until he 
encounters the lender, but once they meet, he must return the amount that he borrowed. During the month 
of Av, Hashem reveals Himself and “encounters” us in order to facilitate repayment for our 
transgressions. Although the suffering that we have endured as part of that process has been painful and 
bitter, the silver lining is that these meetings are a time when Hashem’s presence can be felt. 
 After the Holocaust, the Klausenberger Rebbe was renowned for imparting strength to those who 
had lost everything through messages of emunah and encouragement that enabled them to rebuild. He was 
once asked how he was able to maintain his belief and trust in Hashem after everything he had seen and 
lived through. The sagacious Rebbe reversed the question and explained that when one sees extraordinary 
circumstances transpiring around him, in which an entire nation is brutally persecuted in a manner that 
defies logic, the only possible conclusion is that it must be the result of a guiding hand acting for reasons 
that escape us, but which certainly exist. It is never pleasant when reimbursement is forcibly extracted 
from a debtor, but it is also incontrovertible evidence of the presence of the lender – Hashem – Who has 
come to collect payment. 
 With this introduction, we now understand that the tragedies that we mourn in the month of Av 
should not be viewed as punishments for the sake of punishment, but as messages of rebuke to wake us 
up from our spiritual slumber and remind us that our loving Father is here with us and cares deeply about 
our actions.  
 
 

)1:1איכה ישבה בדד העיר רבתי עם (איכה   
Parshas Devorim is traditionally read on the Shabbos preceding Tisha B’Av, on which we read 

Megillas Eichah, which begins by questioning איכה – How it is possible that Yerushalayim, the city that 
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was once so populous and thriving, now sits all alone? The Targum writes that the word “Eichah” is 
related to the word “Ayekah” (Where are you?) that Hashem said to Adam (Bereishis 3:9) after he ate 
from the forbidden fruit. In addition to the simple fact that the two words have the same letters and differ 
only in their nekudos (vowels), Rav Yochanan Zweig suggests that there is also a much deeper 
connection between the two texts. 

When Adam was placed in Gan Eden, he had everything he could ever need available to him on a 
silver platter, but after transgressing the only command he was given, he fell farther than we can possibly 
fathom. When Hashem came looking for him, Adam was so embarrassed that he attempted to hide from 
G-d, Who called out, “Ayekah?” Hashem knew where Adam was located physically, but He was asking 
where he had gone spiritually. Adam was formed as the handiwork of Hashem, but he broke the 
connection, trying to hide from his Creator. 

This was also Yirmiyahu’s wake-up call to the Jews of his generation. Eichah, ayekah? You have 
the Beis HaMikdash, Eretz Yisroel, and everything you could possibly need, yet you continue to sin and 
distance yourselves from Hashem. The Midrash teaches (Eichah Rabbah 1:1) that they transgressed all 36 
sins – the numerical value of איכה – that are punishable by kares. Kares refers to being spiritually cut off, 
which is what Yirmiyahu’s contemporaries voluntarily brought on themselves. They severed the bond. 

For this reason, the well-known story that discusses how enmity between Kamtza and Bar 
Kamtza set in motion the events that led to the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash is found in the 
Talmudic tractate of Gittin, for that is what the Churban (destruction) represented: a spiritual divorce 
between Hashem and the Jewish people.  

The Midrash explains that the word איכה is an acronym. The א stands for אנכי (the first word in 
the 10 Commandments), י with a numerical value of 10 represents the 10) עשרת הדברות 
Commandments), כ with a value of 20 corresponds to the 20 generations from Adam to Avrohom, and ה 
with a numerical value of 5 alludes to the חמשה חומשי תורה (5 Books of the Torah). 

In this sense, Yirmiyahu was asking the Jews the same question that Hashem asked Adam: Where 
have you gone spiritually, and how could you terminate the relationship with Hashem? The first word in 
Eichah teaches us that exile is spiritual divorce. When we cut ourselves off from Hashem and claimed that 
we did not need Him in our lives, we left Him no choice but to painfully sever the tight bonds that 
connected us to Him in the Beis HaMikdash.  

The Gemara (Shabbos 31a) teaches that one of the questions every person will be asked by the 
Heavenly tribunal is: צפית לישועה – Did you yearn for redemption? The Rambam (Hilchos Melochim 
11:1) takes this one step further and writes that anybody who does not believe in Moshiach, or does not 
await his arrival, is considered a kofer (heretical denier) in the entire Torah. It is not sufficient to believe 
that Moshiach will come, or even to plan to rejoice when he does. We must be longing for it to happen 
now. Still, although such a person is certainly lacking proper hashkafos (perspectives), why does this 
render him a kofer? 
 Rav Yosef Elefant of Yeshivas Mir in Yerushalayim explains that if somebody is not actively 
waiting for Moshiach’s arrival, it is a sign that he does not feel a need for the Beis HaMikdash. If he does 
not value the presence of a resting place for the Shechinah (Divine Presence) in this world, which is an 
essential part of the purpose of Creation, he is missing the point of the world’s existence and is therefore 
deemed a kofer in the entire Torah. 
 There are no coincidences in the Jewish calendar, and it is quite appropriate that Tisha B’Av 
precedes Elul and the Yamim Noraim. The focus of the 3-week period from 17 Tammuz to Tisha B’Av is 
on mourning the loss of the closeness to Hashem that we once enjoyed. As we crave that connection, we 
naturally feel אני לדודי (I am to my Beloved – Shir HaShirim 6:3), and we smoothly transition to the work 
of Elul and the Aseres Y’mei Teshuvah (10 Days of Repentance), when we beseech Hashem to reveal 
Himself once again as our King.  

The Maharsha (Bechoros 8b) points out that there are 21 days of grieving during this 3-week 
period, which parallel the 21 days of simcha from Rosh Hashanah to Shemini Atzeres. Both sets of 21 
days represent routes to feeling closer to Hashem. Just as we can draw near to Him through the uplifting 
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and joyous days of Tishrei, so too can we experience the same closeness when we mourn the Churban 
during the Three Weeks. 

The Gemora (Taanis 30b) teaches that כל המתאבל על ירושלים זוכה ורואה בשמחתה – every person 
who mourns the destruction of Yerushalayim will merit seeing the joy of its rebuilding. The 
commentators point out that this statement is not written in the future tense – יזכה ויראה (he will see it) – 
but in the present – זוכה ורואה – for he sees it today. The beauty of Yerushalayim was the proximity to the 
Shechinah that came from living in the shadow of the King’s palace. This is something that we can 
experience today by appreciating what we lost and yearning for its speedy return.  
 
 

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 

1) In his rebuke for the sin of the spies, Moshe mentions (Devorim 1:37) that as a result of this 
incident, Hashem became angry with him and decreed that he may not enter Eretz Yisroel. Where 
is this mentioned in Parshas Shelach, where the episode of the spies is recounted, and how can 
this be reconciled with the verse (Bamidbar 20:12) that says that it was only at the (later) time of 
Moshe’s sin in bringing forth the water at Mei Merivah that it was decreed that he couldn’t enter 
the land of Israel? (Ramban, Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh here and Bamidbar 20:5, Maharil Diskin) 

2) In Shemoneh Esrei during Mincha on Tisha B’Av, we add a special beracha called נחם (console) 
to the blessing for the rebuilding of Yerushalayim. When would a person (correctly) say נחם 
during Maariv or Shacharis? (Be’er Heitev Orach Chaim 557:2) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Ramban explains that just as the sin of the Jewish people at the time of the spies prevented them 
from entering the land of Israel, so too did they continue to sin afterward to the point that Moshe was also 
denied entry. The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh challenges this explanation, arguing that since Moshe 
continued after this verse to rebuke them for the sin of the spies, he would not have digressed on a tangent 
to refer to other sins that they committed subsequently. Instead, he explains that the sin of the spies 
resulted in the destruction of the Temple on Tisha B’Av. However, if Moshe had entered the land of Israel 
and built the Beis HaMikdash, it would have been indestructible. Had Hashem been “unable” to take out 
His wrath against the inanimate Temple, He would have to do so against the Jewish people directly. As a 
result, the sin of the spies and its accompanying decree of the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash 
prevented Moshe from entering Israel and building it. If so, why does the Torah imply that it was 
Moshe’s sin at Mei Merivah which prevented him from entering? Had Moshe acted properly and 
sanctified Hashem’s name, the Jews would have returned to the level of purity they possessed prior to the 
sin of the spies, and there would no longer have been a need to destroy the Temple for their future sins. 
As a result, Moshe would be permitted to enter Israel and build the Temple. Finally, the Maharil Diskin 
suggests that the decree against Moshe is indeed contained in Parshas Shelach. The Torah initially spells 
out the decree against the spies (Bamidbar 14:27), then details the punishment for all of those over the age 
of 20 (14:29), and finally states (14:30) that “you,” a reference to Moshe and Aharon, will also not be 
permitted to enter Israel. This was also part of the nation’s punishment, as their leaders would no longer 
be on the same level. 
 
2) The Be’er Heitev cites the opinion of the Magen Avrohom, who maintains that a person who is fasting 
on both the 9th and 10th of Av should include נחם in his Maariv and Shacharis prayers on the 10P

th
P. 
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Berachos 19a) states that during a Hesped, the 
mourner should quietly say a prayer, in which he confesses to 
having sinned often, and to not having been punished at even a 
fraction of what he deserved, concluding with a request for 
mercy. Abaye objects to such a statement, citing an axiom of 
Rabbi Shimon b. Yochi - iyak uhp ost j,ph kt okugk - one should 
never open up one’s mouth with an admission that helps the Satan 
to prosecute him. This is derived from ousx hbhme ‘s rcs ugna, a 
Posuk in the Haftorah of Shabbos Chazon where the Novi 
compared Bnei Yisroel to the residents of Sodom, causing the 
vtucb immediately following to be addressed to the Jews as 
“nobles of Sodom”. The Rema  (s”uh 376:2) rules accordingly. 
However, the Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 338:2) describes the Viduy to 
be recited by a grn chfa (a person on his deathbed), in which the 
grn chfa is to mention that if he dies, he hopes his death will be a 
vrpf for all his sins. Although this would seem to violate the rule 
regarding iyak uhp ost j,ph kt, the fact that the grn chfa is soon 
to die, permits the expression of such a thought. The Rashash 
asks, is it not stated earlier in the Gemara that even if a sword is 
pressed against one’s neck, he should never give up on the 
possibility of a miracle saving him ? If so, as sick as he is, how 
could the grn chfa resignedly ignore the consequences of  
mentioning the possibility of his death ? In truth, the Shulchan 
Aruch states that the grn chfa is to be encouraged to confess 
because Viduy is good for him - that if he confesses to his 
Aveiros, he will be rewarded with continued life. As such, the 
consequences of his Viduy death remarks, however inappropriate, 
would seem not to be significantly detrimental to him.     

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When may one eat with two other adult Jewish males, but not if 
there is only one, or more than two ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(To whom does a vmknv letter belong: the hbg or the iexg ?)    
According to R’ Elyashiv ZTL, once the letter-based collection 
has completed, the letter should be destroyed, as it was intended 
to be used only until then. As such, it is Hefker, and the hbg is 
deemed to have been athhn from it. If the iexg who used it for the 
benefit of the hbg did not destroy it, he may keep it, or sell it if it 
has value as a collector’s item.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
When Tisha B’Av is observed on Sunday, one may eat without 
restriction during Shalosh Seudos, preferably not with a group of 
non-family members, but may only eat up until sunset. After 
sunset, one may not eat, drink or wash, but one may sit normally 
and wear shoes until Maariv. It is customary that at the conclusion 
of Shabbos, one recite the words: kujk asue ihc khscnv lurc, 
change into non-Shabbos clothing, and go daven Maariv. If one 
did not say it, he removes his shoes after Borchu.  (Kitzur 125:1)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 111a) states that when Moshe 
complained to Hashem regarding the increased servitude and 
subjugation of Bnei Yisroel by Egypt as a result of Moshe's 
appearance before Pharaoh, Hashem replied to Moshe saying that 
he would soon witness what would be inflicted upon Pharaoh 
(vgrpk vagt rat vtr, v,t), but he would not see what would 
happen to the 31 kings of Canaan, as he would not enter Eretz 
Yisroel. Rashi explains that when Moshe said: jka, shc tb jka, 
he was declining Hashem's appointment because he knew he 
could not complete the Geulah into Eretz Yisroel. If it had already 
been decreed that Moshe would not enter Eretz Yisroel back then, 
why did Moshe say to Bnei Yisroel: ofkkdc ‘s ;bt,v hc od, 
referring to the water of vchrn hn, indicating that it was only 
because of Bnei Yisroel's conduct that Moshe was punished ? The 
Maharam Shiff notes the following: The Shulchan Aruch (n”uj 
221:1) describes a case where a seller and buyer are negotiating a 
sale -  the seller wants 200 for his merchandise and the buyer is 
willing to pay 100. They then break off the negotiating for a 
while, and when they return, without further discussion, the buyer 
leaves with the merchandise. The Shulchan Aruch rules that if the 
seller handed the merchandise to the buyer, the seller is deemed to 
have agreed to the buyer's offer, but if the buyer takes the 
merchandise without assistance from the seller, the buyer is 
deemed to have agreed to the seller's price. Here as well, after 
Moshe said jka, shc tb jka, the "negotiation" for Moshe to be 
the leader did not continue, but soonafter, Hashem told Moshe to 
approach Pharaoh and demand the release of Bnei Yisroel. As 
such, Hashem should be deemed to have agreed to Moshe's 
position, that if Moshe was to be the leader, he should be 
permitted to complete the Geulah into Eretz Yisroel, cancelling 
the original decree against him. It was now only because of the 
vchrn hn that Moshe was punished, and he was thus correct in 
blaming Bnei Yisroel.  
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A “Letz” (scoffer or joker) made a bet with a friend. The substance of the 
bet was that the holy [author of] Tzemach Tzedek was in fact, not holy 
or miraculous, but simply took advantage of simple people’s fears and 
superstitions. He thereupon disguised himself in women’s clothing and 
shyly approached the Tzemach Tzedek, ostensibly seeking a brocho to 
bear children. The Tzemach Tzedek  did not immediately respond, sitting 
deep in thought. After a few minutes, the Tzadik granted “her” the 
brocho and the Letz emerged smiling and victorious. He quickly told 
everyone who would listen what he had done and how he had proven 
that the Tzemach Tzedek was not as holy as they thought. He then 
began making arrangements to collect his wager. As he arrived home 
however, he began to experience very unusual pains in his lower 
abdomen. Fearing the impossible, the Letz ran back to the Tzemach 
Tzedek and admitted the whole story. This time, the Tzadik  gave him a 
brocho that he should be cured of his “Laitzonus“ (constant scoffing).  
This brocho was immediately successful.     
P.S. Shalosh Seudos will not be eaten in Shul this week. Please note 
the earlier Mincha. 
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אלה הדברים אשר דבר משה אל “ 1:1

כל ישראל בעבר הירדן, במדבר בערבה 

מול סוף בין פארן ובין תפל ולבן וחצרות 

 ”ודי זהב.

“These are the words that Moshe spoke to all of 

Yisroel, on the other side of the Jordan, concerning 

the Wilderness, concerning the Aravah, opposite 

the Sea of Reeds, between Paran and Tofel, and 

Lavan, and Chatzeiros, and Di Zahav.” Moshe 

Rabbeinu is about to pass on from this world, and he 

gives Mussar to Klal Yisroel.  This Parshah is always 

Lained before Tisha Ba’av, for we are to take lessons 

from this Parshah and do Teshuva.  What are we to 

learn from these important words of Moshe 

Rabbeinu?  The following Divrei Torah will expound 

on this topic and support the P’shat offered in the 

closing paragraph.  

אלה הדברים אשר דבר “ 1:1 – מגן אברהם 

 This Parshah is – ”משה אל כל ישראל בעבר הירדן

always Lained on the Shabbos before Tisha Ba’av.  

Moshe Rabbeinu gazed at all of the future 

generations until the end of time, and he saw that 

there would be destructions of the Batei Mikdoshos, 

which would bring much Din, judgment, into the 

world. Being that Moshe was about to die and he 

saw all the evil that would befall Klal Yisroel, he gave 

them Tochacha, and also gave them words of 

encouragement on how to act in order to nullify the 

evil decrees against them.  Moshe was giving them 

the tools to cause the Chesed and Rachamim of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu come upon them. This point is 

alluded to in the words, “אלה הדברים.”  In Parshas 

Vayakhel 35:1 “אלה הדברים” – Chazal learn a Remez 

to the thirty-nine Melochos from here.  “אלה” is the 

Gematria of 36, “דברים“ – ”הדברים” is two, and the 

  .in the beginning is another one for a total of 3 ה'

36+3= 39 – this refers to the thirty-nine Melochos 

that are prohibited on Shabbos.  These thirty-nine 

Melochos came about because of the Chet of Odom 

Harishon of eating from the Eitz Hada’as, for which 

was decreed that man would have to work by the 

sweat of his brow.  He would need to work the land 

in order for it to produce.  The thirty-nine Melochos 

are for the thirty-nine curses: 10 curses for Odom, 

10 for Chava, 10 for the Nachash, and 9 for the land.  

These thirty-nine labors are forbidden on Shabbos 

for Shabbos is the source of Brocha, as it says, “ ויברך

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu – ”אלקים את יום השביעי

blessed the seventh day, and changed the curses to 

Brocha, through the, “טל תורה” – the dew of Torah.  

All who toil in טל תורה ,טל תורה will give him life, for 

all agree that it was on Shabbos Kodesh that Klal 

Yisroel received the Torah. 

 is Meramez to Shabbos ”אלה הדברים“

Chazon, the Shabbos before Tisha Ba’av, for it is the 

time to change Klolos into Brochos.  The Roshei 

Taivos of, “ ןשבת חזו ” spells, “חש” – which Chazal tell 

us that one who is חש בראשו – has a headache, 

should toil in Torah and he will be healed.  One who 

is concerned about what he has done all of the years 

of his life, being busy with the folly of this world, 

should take upon himself from now and going 

forward that he will toil in ורהטל ת .  His toiling in 

Torah must be done with great humility and lowness 

of spirit. It is this type of Limud Hatorah which is 

called, “טל תורה.”  Torah is compared to water, for 

water always flows to the lowest place, which refers 

to one who is very humble.  “טל” is the Gematria of 

39 – the 39 Melochos - and is also the Gematria of 

the letters, “'י', ה', ו” – in its full form ( יו"ד -י'   = 20, 

ה"א –ה'  וא"ו –ו'  ,6 =  =  13:  20+6+13=39).  One who 

takes upon himself the טל תורה is Zoche to the 

Bechina of שעיהוחזון י “ – ”ישעיהו“ -   יה"ו –ישע  ” – the 

 is Gematria of 21 which corresponds to the 21 ”יה"ו“

days of Bein Ham’tzorim, days of Churban and 

curses.  Through Eisek Hatorah, one can change 

those days from days of curses to days of Brocha, for 

the, “יה"ו” is 39 in the full form – which represents 

one achieving the טל התורה.  It is through the    טל

 ,ישע that Klal Yisroel will be Zoche to the תורה

mailto:ParshaPshetel@gmail.com


L'zecher Nishmas R’ Yehuda Ben R’ Chaim,  R’ Nissan Ben R’ Shmuel, Mala Frimet Bas R’ Yeshaya Menachem / Zechus for a Shidduch for Freidel Shaindel Bas Mindel Miriam                                       בס"ד 

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com  Thank you, Y. Schechter 

Yeshuah, the ultimate Yeshuah with the coming of 

Moshiach Ben Dovid.   

 Rashi – ”ויהי בארבעים שנה“ 1:3 – נחלת יעקב 

explains that we learn from this that Moshe waited 

until right before his death to rebuke Klal Yisroel.  

The Torah says that there is an obligation of, “ הוכח

 to rebuke one who acts incorrectly, but it – ”תוכיח

does not say that this obligation only applies right 

before one dies.  The Gemara in Bava Metzia 31a 

says that one must rebuke someone even one 

hundred times if need be.  One cannot rebuke 

another one hundred times right before he dies, and 

therefore the Gemara is certainly teaching us that 

one should not wait until right before he dies to 

rebuke another.  Why did Moshe wait until right 

before his death to rebuke Klal Yisroel?  The Ba’al 

Ha’akeidah says in Sha’ar 53 that Klal Yisroel by the 

Chet Ha’eigel, and Dovid Hamelech were not faulted 

for sinning, rather they were faulted for not doing 

Teshuva immediately after sinning.  Koheles 7:20 

 It is not possible for a being – ”כי אדם אין צדיק בארץ“

of flesh and blood not to sin.  The main reason for 

punishment for one’s sins is because he refrained 

from doing Teshuva.  We can understand from this 

that when one rebukes another, the purpose is not 

to mention the sins of the sinner, but rather the sole 

purpose is to get the sinner to repent.  Certainly, if 

one already did Teshuva, one should not mention 

his previous sins.  Bava Metzia 58b – One must not 

say to a Ba’al Teshuva, “Remember your previous 

sins?”  If so, why did Moshe mention the previous 

sins of Klal Yisroel, by saying, “במדבר בערבה” – sins 

that Klal Yisroel transgressed, but already did 

Teshuva for them?  Additionally, how did Yaakov 

Avinu say what he said to Reuven and Yehudah, 

mentioning their sins, although they had already 

done Teshuva for those sins? 

It is well known that if one gets a certain 

illness, although he can be healed from that 

sickness, in the future, he must be very careful to 

protect himself, for even a minor sickness can have 

a greater negative impact on him due to his prior 

illness.  The same concept applies by a malady of the 

Nefesh.  There are times that one does Teshuva for 

a sin he transgressed, but his Teshuva is not 

complete.  A complete Teshuva uproots the sin 

entirely, to the extent that the sin is actually turned 

into a Zechus for him.  This person who did Teshuva, 

but not a complete one, is like the one who had a 

sickness and was healed.  Although he is healed, he 

must be very watchful for his defenses are weaker, 

and he can easily fall prey to the Yetzer Hara and sin 

once again.  When Moshe warned Klal Yisroel not to 

sin, and told them about the 98 curses in Parshas Ki 

Savo, it appeared that he was embarrassing Klal 

Yisroel by warning them about these sins, as if they 

had transgressed them, when they had done 

Teshuva for the sins they had transgressed.  Moshe 

was telling them that although they may have done 

Teshuva for the sins, it was not a complete Teshuva, 

and they were susceptible to transgressing these 

sins very easily.  As long as Moshe Rabbeinu was 

alive, he was the leader of Klal Yisroel.  They had 

done Teshuva for their sins, and Moshe being their 

leader kept them on the straight path of their 

Avodas Hashem.  However, now that Moshe knew 

that he would be departing from them and they 

would have new leaders, perhaps the new leaders 

would not be able to protect them from sin.  

Therefore, they needed to hear strong Mussar to 

stay far away from sins they had transgressed in the 

past, to ensure that they don’t sin again in the 

future.  This is what Mishna Torah is about – it does 

not discuss all the Mitzvos of the Torah, but 

discusses sins that Klal Yisroel had transgressed and 

done Teshuva for them.  Although they already did 

Teshuva for them, they nonetheless needed to hear 

about them strengthen themselves in those 

Mitzvos, being that they had once transgressed 

them. Moshe Rabbeinu and Yaakov Avinu 
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mentioned the sins, not as a way to embarrass, but 

as a way to explain that although Teshuva was done 

for those sins, they are more easily susceptible to 

those sins, and must be very wary of them.  When 

we are told that we are not to mention prior sins, 

that is only if a complete Teshuva was done, and 

there is no longer any residue from the Aveirah for 

it turned into a Zechus, or if it is done just to 

embarrass the sinner.  However, now it needed to 

be mentioned, for it was specifically these sins 

which Klal Yisroel needed to be very careful with.   

זה שאמר “ – ”אלה הדברים“ 1:2 – דברים רבה 

הכתוב )משלי כח: כג( מוכיח אדם אחרי חן ימצא 

 can be אלה הדברים The words of“ – ”ממחליק לשון

understood with the words in Mishlei: One who 

reproves a person, later (after Me) he will find favor, 

more than a flattering tongue.”  This Posuk refers to 

Moshe Rabbeinu.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, 

“Moshe’s purpose in rebuking Klal Yisroel was for 

the purpose of bringing them ‘after Me’” – meaning 

to follow Hashem’s Rotzon. Another interpretation 

is that Hakodosh Boruch Hu was saying, “Moshe 

rebuked Me behind Klal Yisroel, and he rebuked Klal 

Yisroel behind Me.”  To Klal Yisroel, Moshe Rabbeinu 

said, “You have committed a grievous sin, and now I 

shall ascend to Hashem, perhaps I can obtain an 

atonement for your sin.”  To Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

Moshe Rabbeinu said, “Why, Hashem, should Your 

anger flare up against Your people?” 
“ 1:1 – יצב אברהם  אשר דבר אלה הדברים 

 Prior to Klal Yisroel entering – ”משה אל כל ישראל

Eretz Yisroel, Moshe wanted to warn them about 

the sins which caused them to go into Golus, and 

those that caused the Churban Bais Hamikdash, that 

Klal Yisroel should be extra careful with those.  By 

being careful not to transgress those sins, they 

would have a Kiyum in the Land.   

אלה הדברים אשר דבר משה “ 1:1 - כתב סופר 

 What do the words of the Midrash – ”אל כל ישראל

 mean?  The Midrash in 1:5 tells ”מוכיח אדם אחרי“ 1:2

us that Klal Yisroel would never have accepted 

rebuke from one who was financially compensated 

for his services.  They would have felt that he is 

rebuking them out of obligation rather than 

conviction.  Moshe never took any compensation of 

any sort from Klal Yisroel, and he clearly rebuked 

them out of conviction.  His Tochacha had one goal: 

to protect the people from sin, and cause them to 

do Teshuva.  Being that it was apparent to all that 

Moshe was doing it for their own good, it was 

accepted and welcomed by all.  “מוכיח אדם אחרי” – 

One should rebuke another – “after Me” – not for 

one’s own personal gain, but for the sake of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, to get the person to follow 

Hashem.  If ones does this, “חן ימצא” – he will find 

favor in the one who is rebuking, and will be listened 

to.  However, “ממחילק לשון” – the one who speaks 

with a smooth tongue, but acts for his own benefit, 

his words will not be heeded.   

 / Haftorah Parshas Devorim – ברכת חיים 

Parshas Chazon – Yeshaya 1:5 “ על מה תכו עוד

סיפו סרה, כל ראש לחלי וכל לבב דויתו ” – “For what 

would you be smitten, when you still continue 

waywardly, each head with sickness, each heart in 

pain?”   Chazal say, “איזהו חכם? הרואה את הנולד” – 

“Who is the wise one? The one who foresees the 

future.” There is an evil which comes from the 

wicked which is even harsher and more bitter than 

the actual sins they transgress.  Each time a person 

sins, he creates a destroyer, a Malach which is a 

 destroyer.  The Malach wants life, so it – ”משחית“

goes to Hakodosh Boruch Hu and requests life.  If 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu were to tell this Malach to get 

life from the one who created him, the one who 

sinned, the Malach would go back to the person and 

immediately kill the person.  Being that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu does not want that to happen, He gives 

life to the משחית. This is something Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu does not want to do, and He says: “Is it 

not enough that you sinned and transgressed My 
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Mitzvos, but you also force Me to sustain משחיתים?”  

Micha 7:18 “מי קל כמוך נשא עון” – “Who is a G-d like 

You, Who pardons iniquity.”  The Ramak explains 

this Posuk – “מי קל כמוך” – Who is a King like You, 

 who is משחית Who is willing to bear this – ”נושא עון“

called עוון.  That which Hakodosh Boruch Hu has to 

sustain the משחית created from sin, is worse than 

the sin itself.  There is no individual who does not 

create these משחיתים each day.  To create physical 

children, one cannot create so many, and for each 

child there is a gestation period.  However, to create 

these משחיתים, which are non-physical offspring of 

a person, there are those who create more than a 

hundred in an hour, and more than a thousand in a 

day, Chas V’sholom.  Each time one sins, he 

immediately creates a משחית, and it is worse than 

the sin itself.  Avos 2:9 “איזהו חכם? הרואה את הנולד” 

– Who is the wise man; it is the man who sees and 

recognizes what he creates every time he sins, and 

this will cause him to refrain from sinning.  This is 

why man is called, “אדם.”  The Gematria of אדם is 45 

 ל' are ה' and the מ' The letters before the  ”.מ"ה“ –

and 'ד.  The letters after the 'מ and the 'ה are 'נ and 

 :are ה' and the מ' The letters after and before the  .ו'

איזהו “ ,This teaches us the dictum of Chazal  ”.נולד“

 This means that the wise  .”חכם הרואה את הנולד

man knows to look at the נולד, as to what comes 

from his actions.  For when one sins, it immediately 

creates משחיתים, which have no boundaries.   

There was a story with a wicked person who 

was barren.  He went to a Chasid and Tzaddik and 

beseeched him for a Brocha that he should have 

children, and not be barren anymore.  The Tzaddik 

Bentched him, “יהי רצון שתהיה עקר” – “May it be His 

will that you will be barren.”  The wicked person 

asked the Tzaddik – what kind of Brocha is that?  He 

was already barren, so it appeared that the Tzaddik 

wasn’t doing anything, besides for strengthening 

that he should remain barren.  The Talmidim of the 

Tzaddik explained to the Rasha that he did not 

understand the Brocha of the Tzaddik.  The Tzaddik 

was saying that he should be barren from creating 

 ,משחיתים If he is barren from creating  .משחיתים

that means that he did Teshuva.  If he does Teshuva, 

then he will be healed from him being physically 

barren, and will have children.  We see this in 

Yeshaya 54:1 “רני עקרה לא ילדה” – “Sing out O 

barren one, who has not given birth”. The barren 

one is singing out for he did not bear children to 

Gehinom, or as we explained, for they were barren 

from creating משחיתים.  It says in the Tomer 

Devorah that afflictions come upon a person in this 

world mainly from the pain and anguish they cause 

to the Shechina, Kevayachol.  The pain comes from 

the creation of these משחיתים.  This is the meaning 

of our Posuk in Yeshaya here, “על מה” – what are 

near the letter of, “מה” are נולד.  It is because one 

does not foresee the future, and see that every sin 

he transgresses creates a משחית; it is for this that 

one will be punished in the world.   

Now we can understand the lesson of Moshe 

Rabbeinu.  Moshe Rabbeinu was telling Klal Yisroel 

then, and all future generations as well, that we 

must connect ourselves to the Torah Hakdosha.  We 

must seek to follow after Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and 

be extremely careful with those sins which we have 

transgressed in the past.  We must look to the 

future.  This Shabbos is Shabbos Chazon – the 

Shabbos of Vision, the word with which this week’s 

Haftorah begins.  Having a vision means to know 

what one seeks for in the future.  We must all have 

a vision of where we want to get to – to elevate 

ourselves in Ruchniyos.  Sinning creates evil things, 

while learning Torah and performing good deeds 

creates good.  May we be Zoche to create much 

good in the world, and not create evil.  In the Zechus 

of us creating good, may we be Zoche to see the 

rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash, במהרה בימינו אמן! 

mailto:ParshaPshetel@gmail.com


 

 רב יהודה בוים שליט"א                                                                                                                                          
 

באב שחל בשבתתשעה    

Taking a walk  
One may not take a leisurely walk at any point over שבת.  

Shabbos meals - singing 
The singing at the שבת meals should be no different from a regular שבת (i.e. sing regular זמירות). Songs 
of ירושלים may be song. Very emotional songs, such as על אלא אני בוכיה, should not be sung. 

 שלום זכר
At a שלום זכר, one should only sings songs about ירושלים. 

 דברים שבצנעה
 הרחקות night. All other מקוה unless Friday night is ,שבת over אסור are מיטה אחת and תשמיש
(touching/passing) are permitted. 

Learning Torah 
After חצות, some פוסקים hold that one may not learn תורה, aside from the things which one may learn 
on ט' באב. If one can foresee that this will result in ביטול תורה (wasting time), he should learn as usual. 

Taking “tzom kal” or caffeine pills on שבת  
Long release caffeine pills may be taken on שבת.  Pills such as “tzom kal” should preferably be mixed 
into food before שבת. If this was not done, they may be crushed and mixed into food on שבת.  

/סעודת המפסקת ודת שלישיתסע  
 All kinds of foods may be served including meat. Even one who usually does not eat meat or 

chicken at the סעודת שלישית may do so in order to have filling foods. 

 One should not mention that we are eating in order to fast well. 

 One does not sit on the floor, eat ashes, or do any of the other things normally done at the 
 .Yet, the mood should not be festive .סעודת המפסקת

 If there are three men present, a מזומן should be made as regular. 

 One must finish eating before שקיעה, yet, ברכת המזון may be said after שקיעה. 
 The שבת dishes may not be washed until after חצות on Sunday. Before שקיעה, one may clean 

off the table prior to ברכת המזון of the סעודת שלישית if he normally does so on a regular שבת. 

Procedure for after שקיעה 
Before שקיעה one must: 

 stop eating and drinking (It is commendable to wash out one’s mouth from leftover crumbs.)  

 stop learning תורה 

 stop greeting people (hello, גוט שבת, etc.)  

 remove shoes (Note: Those who are מקפיד never to walk around the house in socks, should 
wait until צאת)  

One may continue to: 

 sit on a regular chair 

 wear his שבת clothing 

אל ידי 'קהל בית תפילה' רמת אשכול ירושלם תובב"ע                   
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At צאת הכוכבים one: 

 says ברוך המבדיל בין קודש לחול  

 changes out of his שבת clothes  

 no longer sits on regular chairs 
Note: The above pertains to ארץ ישראל. The מנהג in most areas in chutz la’aretz is to go to shul as 
regular and at צאת הכוכבים, only the חזן says ברוך המבדיל בין קודש לחול and removes his shoes, 
whereas, everyone else waits until after they hear ברכו and then they remove their shoes. As soon as 
they return home, they remove their שבת clothing. 
It is necessary to remember to bring to shul before שבת ones shoes, low chair, קינות, or anything else 
one may need for מוצאי שבת. One who forgot to do so may not bring his ט' באב shoes or low chair on 
 .שקיעה to shul if he will learn from it before קינות He may bring his .שבת

 :for wife who is fasting בורא מאורי האש
Husband should make a בורא מאורי האש before leaving to shul or have in mind to not be יוצא when it 
is made in shul and he should make the ברכה for her (and himself) after returning home. The latter 
option is the one used in חו"ל since men leave the house before הכוכבים צאת . If a woman cannot hear 
from a man, she should say בורא מאורי האש by herself. 

 :for wife who isn’t fasting at all הבדלה
If wife will not be not fasting at all, (i.e. she’ll be eating on מוצ"ש) then her husband should make הבדלה 
for her on grape juice. If there is a child between the ages of 4-8, he/she should drink it. If not, the 
wife should. The husband and all others present are יוצא and needn’t hear again after ת"ב. The 
following is the “havdalah procedure”: 

 No '(הנה קל ישועתי וכו') 'פסוקים 

 בורא פרי הגפן 
 No בשמים 

 בורא מאורי האש 
 ברכת המבדיל 
 Wife (or child 4-8) drinks  

Note: If a woman needs to hear הבדלה and her husband isn’t around, she should either make הבדלה 
by herself (with the procedure above) or drink water until her husband returns to make הבדלה for her. 

Children and הבדלה 
Children (under bar/bas mitzvah) who will eat on ט' באב do not make הבדלה first. They should eat 
without הבדלה and then hear הבדלה on מוצאי ט' באב. (This is true unless הבדלה is anyway being made 
for an adult who is not fasting.) 

 מלוה מלכה
There is no ענין to have a מלוה מלכה – even for those who are not fasting. They need not wash or even 
eat any kind of meal. 

 :on Sunday (daytime) הבדלה
When הבדלה is made on Sunday (morning or afternoon), no ברכה is made on בשמים or אש. Only the 
 are said. If a child between the ages of 4-8 is around he/she should המבדיל of ברכה and the הגפן of ברכה
drink the grape juice. If not, the one for whom הבדלה is being made for, should drink it. 

 :(Sunday night) מוצאי ט' באב on הבדלה
When making הבדלה on מוצאי ט' באב wine or grape juice should be used. Beer should not be used. The 
one saying הבדלה may drink the wine as usual because it’s really י"א אב already. If bread will be eaten 
immediately after הבדלה, it is best to first say 'על הגפן' on the wine and then afterwards to wash for 
the bread. If the bread is on the table before הבדלה, it should be covered during הבדלה. 

 מוצאי ט' באב
One may wash clothing, take a haircut, and shower/bathe. Meat and wine (and some say music too) 
should wait until the morning (except for the wine of הבדלה which is permitted at night).  
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