
 ubmjk, tku vbu, tk rdu(f-cf)shcg, tk lrcjk hbx lkgs - 
   n kg rpuxoooohhhhbbbbhhhhgggg    rrrruuuuttttnnnnvvvv    kkkkggggcccc    ''''gggg""""hhhhzzzz    kkkkhhhhccccuuuubbbbrrrrggggaaaayyyynnnn    oooouuuujjjjbbbb    hhhhccccrrrr    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvvrxtb ogpa '

rjt od hf 'cr rgm rgymbu 'vn inz oa vvau 'ohruxtv ,hcc jhrcu rdux ,j,
rn abugc ohnav in u,ut uahbgv vnku vn kg ihcvk khfav tk apbv iucaj vaga
hsf ot hf 'ohh,aujbc uvukcf ubuug ,njn tk hf ohnav in u,ut ughsuva sg 'vzf
uz vuumnc euxgha hsfu wohhuca iuhspw ,uumnc exug vhv e"vrv hf ',uumnk urhafvk
orgm ksudc rhfha hsf ohruxtv ,hcc uvuchauv 'vrh,h unhjru ukhjscu ,ta r,hc
in vchxv uk gsuba rjt vn inz rucgf iftu 'uz vumn ,kgn ksudc rhfhu ukt ka

 /rxtnc u,chahn vmrbv ,hkf,k vfz rcfa rjtn 'uhkcfn rrj,ab ohnav
,bh,bc iuufnv uvn ,jtv 'ubhbpka trenc ,usueb wc ihcvk i,hb runtv rutk    
ubt ohrvzun ogyv vz tkuk od tukvu wohrmn .rtc o,hhv ohrd hfw uz vumnk ogy
:oa h"arcu /iubg, tk ou,hu vbnkt kf (tf 'cf) 'uhrjtka cu,fv rntsfu 'urgmkn
ost kf kkfc f"d ov ohrd hrvu /f"g 'vuvc cu,fv rchsa tkt ost kfk ihsv tuv
'urgmk rcsv rxtb wo,hhv ohrd hfw tngy htv utkc if otu 'vz utkc ov ohkukfu
hdxh, tk vnku 'sjuhn ruxhtc rdv kg ubrvzuv vn oak ihcvk hutrv in lfk ;xubcu

/wufu wvbnkt kfw uhrjt runtv og tuv kukfa vzc
rtan runj u,uhv kg ,uruvk 'ogy ,pxu,c rdc vz ruxht kpfuv lfk hf raptu    
o,hhv ohrd hfw rjtn 'vnf hp uruxht rd kct 'urgmk ruxt ost kf ift 'ost kf
ofhkg kyun if kg 'rgymnv rd ka rgmv enug adruv ofrac kgu wohrmn .rtc

 ovhbpk oha, rat ohypanv vktu (t-tf)ohbuatrv vnw ihhbgc -
jcznv kmt ihrsvbxv ,nha ogycu whbhxn ukt ;t hbhxn

     kkg ;hxun wvktuw 'ohbuatrv ,t kxp wvktw rntba ouen kf" 'h"ar c,
cu /"hbhxn ukt ;t hbhxn ohbuatrv vn 'ohbuatrvwwww,,,,uuuuppppxxxxuuuu,,,,vvvv    hhhhkkkkggggccccnnnn    oooohhhhbbbbeeeezzzz    ,,,,ggggsssswwww'rthc 

ohbuatrv ,t kxup vhva gnan wvktw itf c,f ukhta '(h"ar) uaurhp lu,n gnan"
srhuw vkgnk ch,f hrva 'vnh,u 'hbhxc urntb tka rnut h,hhvu '(i,uchajn ikycnu)
srpbu kxpbv rcsf 'wlk kxpw iuakn wkxpw arpk vtrb lfku 'wudu hbhx rv kg wv
ohsrpbu oheukj ohburjtva rnut h,hhv 'wvktw cu,f vhv ukht 'uaurhp hfvu 'urhcjn

tk ohburjtva rnut h,hhvu 'ohbuatrv inkg ;hxuna wvktuw rntb lfku 'hbhxn urntb 
uz varps d"gtu) '"whbhxn ohburjtv ukt ;t 'hbhxn ohbuatrv vnwa snknu iuatr ihhbg

vs 'ubk znrk tre lhrymt 'hbhxc vru, i,n ,arpk vfunxuz varpc ,utmnba ,uumn
h,hhvu 'udvbnu okugv ,t cahhk hsf i,ut chhjn kfava hpk 'utc vrucdv hpn hbhxn
ifku 'okugv dvbn rsx hpk ivheuses ,t arhpu irshx unmg ,gsn van u"ja rnut

 aurhp] whbhxn ukt ;t 'hbhxn ukt vnwa ubk znhru cu,fv tckkkkggggcccc}}}}    iiiikkkkrrrrxxxxhhhhtttt    hhhh""""ttttrrrrvvvvnnnn
{{{{wwwwiiiiaaaassssvvvv    ,,,,nnnnuuuurrrr,,,,wwwwvvvv c,f z"sgu '[wvru,v kg ttttrrrruuuubbbbyyyyrrrrccccnnnn    cccc""""ggggrrrrvvvvvan" hcdk [wt wt ,uct] 

 kg ,sxuhn vbht uz ,fxna hpk 'hbt rnut 'hbhxn vru, kchevru,v ,uumnn vumn hp

ostv ka urac kg adruva rcs vnus ubht hf ,ta r,hc rcsv vzc rvzhvk
kufh ubhta if,h vbnkt ut ou,h ka cmnc vhv tk ostvaf 'adruv tka rcsk
orudaf tk ot uahbgvk t"t lfku 'ictf ksud ,t ,gsku irgm enugk ,srk
vaug tuv ot lt 'lfc ohrgymn ifta u,gs kg ,ukgvk rapta rgm ovk
ohahdrn ojuf ,ua, hbpn eru 'rgymvk ohkukga u,gs kg vkug ihta ohrcs
v,utc vhva hnk tuv gush tukv rd ,rm kct ',ufz ;fk ubusk ohkufh rgm vzc
 /uyhbevkn r,uhc rhvz ,uhvku uhkg ehgn euhsc vn ,gsk ubt ohkufh f"gu 'vrm

,kuzv ka urgm ,dan ost ka u,gs rat ohrcsv uktc hf itfn ubk tmuhv    
rcs tuv urhcjk ost ihc ka vz ihbg hf ubhmn vbvu /r,uhc rhvz ,uhvk uhkg kyun
'y ohrsb hnkaurh) rnta tcheg hcrc ubhmna unf 'uc vkukf vkuf vru,v rat
ubhnfj ohrpxna vn gush f"unfu 'wvru,c kusd kkf vz lhekt wv ,t ,cvtuw (s
usnkha n"g urhhdha vaecc tcheg hcr hbpk ghpuv sjt hrfba (/tk ,ca) k"z
hvuz wshcg, tk lrcjk hbx lkgsw kkv uk rntu ',jt kdr kg vkuf vru,v kf

uf vru,v kfihck ouenk ost ic ova ,uumnv kf ka raev uvn ruthc lhrmu 'vk
ubhta sug kf vhkg cuak t"tu 'sutn runj vz iuug ift 'urhcjk ost ihc aha odpv

/icunv rcs ubht vc vhuk, vkuf vru,v kf tv,a sg itfn lt 'urhcj ,t xhhpn
     ka u,uns okm ,bhjcc tuv hsuvh aht kf hf tuv rcsv ,chx hf raptu

r,uh tuv vz rcsu 'v"cev ka u,unsc ohndup u,ut ohrgmnaf tmnbu 'v"cev
ov uhagn rta od odpv vz kg ca tka sug kfu 'usdb ohtyuj uhv ukhtn odp
ohna sucfc vkpav vc rfhba rcsc hf 'urhcj ,t vmrha sg 'ohhumr h,kc

/kgnc surnk ostv uc iuuhf tk rat ohrcsv rtan thv vrunj
urchj f"d okugv hnfj hrvu ',ushnu ohrxun vkuf tkt 'vbanca ,u,fxnv rtaf
lfhpk 'urhcj og ostv dvb,h smhf 'rxunv hfrsc ochkn uthmnva unf ohrpx
ohrxunvu ,ushnva 'lk rnuk hsf 'whbhxn vru, kce vanw uz ,fxnc tb,v khj,v

/("hbhxc urntb ukt ;t tkt 'ochkn vbanv hnfj o,ut usc tk ,fxnv uzca
,t oha,a lk rnuk 'jczn ,arpk ihbhs ,arp vfnxb vnku" 'h"ar lhannu     

cu /"jcznv kmt ihrsvbxvwwwwvvvvhhhhrrrrtttt    rrrruuuuddddwwwwohua ov"a ouan ,tza rthc (wd ,ut) 
ohchren uhkg hf 'ohnaca ovhctk ktrah ihc ouka ohan tuv jcznvs 'hrndk
jcznvu 'vkg,h truck ostv ,t ohcren ova kg wicrew ohtreba ',ubcrev
t,ht ifu 'ohnaca ovhctk ktrah ihc ouka ohana tuv vcrevv uhkga
obhtu ,utur obhta vktv ohbctv vn 'kzrc ovhkg ;hb, tkuw t,khfnc
tkw vru, vrnt ohnaca ovhctk ktrah ihc ouka ohkhyna khcac ',ugnua
t,khfnc urnt ifu 'okugc ouka ohkhyn ohypanv ifu 'wufu wkzrc ovhkg ;hb,
iusnu chrv) ihsv expb 'ovhbhc ,urj, urhcjk ost ihc (iusnu chr) ihs ahafwa

a vzc ohrae,n ov ihsvu jcznv hf tmnbu 'wovhbhc ouka (ihsv expba h"gohaug
obhc ktrahcw 'ihrsvbxvu 'wohnaca ovhctk ktrah ihcw 'jcznv) okugc ouka
f"jtu 'sjt wv tuva ohnaca ovhctk ktrah ihc ouka lhrm hf '(wonmg ihck
ktrah ihc ouka ohanv jcznv rfzuv osuen ifku) "urhcjk aht ihc ouka lhrm

ohnaca ovhctkktrahc ouka ohanv ihrsvbxv rfzuv f"jtu /(onmg ihck obhc 

R’ Tzvi Hirsch Farber zt”l (Kerem HaTzvi) would say:

     “wvfnv vebu u,bgan kg .ujc lkv,vu oueh otw - A person who causes injury to another must pay for everything: Physical

damage, medical costs, lost wages, and compensation for pain and suffering. He also caused the victim to lose Torah study

and prayer while recovering. Who will compensate him for such losses? However this is only true if the victim, upon

recovering from his injuries, again immerses himself in the study of Torah and Tefillah. But, ‘If he gets up and goes about

outside under his own power’ - meaning that he does not regret the loss of Torah study and prayer and continues to lose

time ‘outside,’ he proves that the assailant did not cause him to lose any Torah, in which case ‘the assailant is absolved.’”
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g"ua (4) u:unr s"uh l"ac rtucnf ch:t vru, sunk,

c't:c 's:t ,", wkv crv

R’ Shlomo Ephraim M’Luntzitz zt”l (Kli Yakar) would say:

     “lcren vkjn h,rxvu lhnhn ,tu lnjk ,t lrcuww - Most illnesses are caused either by food that is

ingested, or from an intensification of internal forces within the body. Hashem promised to send

His blessing in both of these areas, blessing the food one eats - ‘your bread and water’ - as well as

‘removing sickness from your midst’ - making sure that illness does not come from within.”

A Wise Man would say:

     “Find a place inside where there’s joy, and the joy will burn out the pain.”                            
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v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk lynp: The Nesivos Shalom cites the Maharal on Avos who

explains that a chasid is one who wants to make his essence

doing that which is right in the eyes of Hashem. This is the

ultimate form of “Shleimus” - wholeness. The laws of

damages, theft, and other such interpersonal halachos, are

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (64)

Kaballah: The “Secrets” of the Torah. Should one have a
"vphta" (ambition or goal) to know parts of Kaballah? Should
he make it a part of his learning routine? From the Medrash in
Mishlei (1) which discusses the areas of Torah a person should
know, and includes Kaballah, it seems that ideally one should
strive to attain knowledge in this part of the Torah, just as in all
parts of the Torah. Additionally, the Mishna (2) which speaks
about an accomplished Talmid Chacham who learns Torah for
its own sake, writes: "vru, hzr uk ihkdnu" - the secrets of the Torah are

revealed to him. This refers to Kaballah. Due to the decline of the
generations, however, one might argue that there are many other
things that rightfully come first, perhaps leaving no time for the
study of Kaballah. Also, the many qualifications needed to learn
it, as mentioned last week from the Shach and others, are harder
to achieve nowadays. On the other hand, the Rambam (3) and
Shulchan Aruch Harav (4) mention this area of Torah, and
place it into the category of "sunk,c ahka" (a third of one’s daily
learning should be Talmud) that we should aspire to.
Proper Guidance. The Telzer Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Chaim
Stein zt”l, would say the following regarding Kaballah: We say
in Birkas HaTorah daily: hsnuku lna hgsuh ubkf///ubhtmtmu ubjbt vhvbu"
"vnak l,ru, - “May we and our children...we should all be

among those who know Your Name and learn Your Torah for its

 
        

meant to be internalized, to sensitize ourselves to others. By

doing so, we recreate ourselves in a greater form, and

strengthen our bond not only to each other, but also to the

Owner and Creator of all that exists on this earth. We must

integrate all these aspects that being a human implies.

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

sake alone.” Where does the request “to know Your Name”

come into this beracha? He explained that a big part (possibly
the main part) of knowing Kaballah is knowing the holy Name
of Hashem, with all the various details and connotations
connected to all of Hashem’s Names. We express our desire to
somewhat be able to know the Name(s) of Hashem, which
means a certain knowledge of this hidden portion of the Torah.
Next Step of Guidance. We explained last week that there are
three basic ways of acquiring knowledge in Kaballah: 

Learning straight from the source, i.e. the writings of R’ Chaim

Vital zt”l, as they do in the well-known Kaballah Yeshivos. 
Using seforim like the Ohr Hachayim Hakodosh, who often
quotes and excerpts from Kaballah, which helps a person,

over time build up a knowledge of these concepts. 
Learning seforim like Nefesh Hachaim, which selects
concepts from Kaballah that are "apb kfk vua" and explains
them in a way that all can understand. 

    This last way should be among the goals of every person, and
indeed, R’ Chaim (Stein) taught this even to Yeshiva bochurim

once they were a bit older, from 18 and higher. The second way
mentioned above is fitting for one who feels inspired by it, and
one can gear himself towards that level. The first way is for
accomplished Talmidei Chachamim who can learn from a Rebbi

in that field, and in consultation with their own Rebbeim.

1)

2)

3)



     We are all well aware of the tremendous merit of helping others in need. Tzedakah is one of the three things that the world
stands upon, it can nullify an evil decree and can literally save a person from death. The Cheishev Sofer gives us a rather
unusual twist to these words. "hng ,t vuk, ;xf ot" - “If you LEND money to a Jew,” "lng hbgv ,t" - “let the poor person be
with YOU!” This means that even if you are wealthy and have a lot of money to give to others, don’t flaunt it. Act like a poor
person - be satisfied with little! Don’t waste your money on indulging in materialism. Hashem gave you wealth to help the poor. 
     He also interprets the mishna in Pirkei Avos (1-5) in a similar fashion: “Your home should be opened wide (for guests) but
let the members of your home be like the poor.” Don’t let your family members get carried away with wealth! Your home
should be “opened wide” for hachnassas orchim, not “opened wide” with constant renovations, extensions and refurbishments! 
     This is a great lesson for our generation of great abundance! Everyone today is rich! Even if you barely make it to the end of
the month, your closets are full and your pantries have food. B”H, we are all very wealthy. But we must be careful not to fall
into the trap of the yetzer hara who is trying to distract us from Torah and mitzvos by keeping us busy with our materialism,
which can literally take over our entire lives! I personally know of a tremendous baal tzedakah who lives in the same simple
home for the past 50 years, and will only buy himself irregular shirts that are on sale! He needs nothing for himself, he just
gives and gives  and gives. He lives to give! The truth is that the only things you really have are what you give away to others!  
     May we be zoche to pass the test of wealth by using what we are given to help others. May we be satisfied with little, like a
poor and simple man, and make sure to bring nachas to Hashem by utilizing the gifts He gives us for the purpose it was given.
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    Nobody ever heard the Chofetz Chaim zt”l say, “That person is speaking Lashon Hara; he will be punished.” Likewise, no
one ever heard the Chofetz Chaim say, “That person is being mechalel Shabbos; Hashem will punish him.” But when it came
to widows and orphans, the Chofetz Chaim would say this. He was fiercely protective of orphans and widows. Why was the
Chofetz Chaim so emphatic about the punishment of these tormenters, if he wasn’t so forceful about the other aveiros?
    The answer is explicit in the Torah. When mentioning the torment of a widow or an orphan, the Torah says it twice. “If you
will afflict him ... I will surely hear his outcry.” The Rambam says one must be mindful when it comes to orphans and
widows because the punishment is spelled out directly in the Torah. Hashem made a special covenant with orphans and
widows that He will listen to them and He will respond to them whenever they are tormented and cry out. The Kotzker
Rebbe observes that all the verbs in this posuk are doubled: "gnat gna 'egmh egm 'vbg, vbg". This is an indication that
tormenting widows and orphans will cause twice the normal punishment. Every insult not only inflicts humiliation, but it also
reminds them of their earlier loss and that there is no one to come to their defense. The orphan will think, “Perhaps if I had a
father, I would never have been treated like this.” The widow thinks, “This would not be happening to me if my husband was
still alive.” Therefore, Hashem hears the double level of pain and torment and He responds with an appropriate punishment.
   R’ Chaim Soloveitchik zt”l would visit the widows of his city. Although his usual humility caused him to refer to
himself as Chaim Soloveitchik, however, before visiting a widow, he , he would send his attendant ahead to tell her that
Harav Chaim Soloveitchik, the Rosh Yeshivah and head of the Beis Din in Brisk, was coming to visit. He felt that to make a
widow feel important it was well worth it to forgo his usual modesty and use his full title.                                                         
    

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 /// lng hbgv ,t hng ,t vuk, ;xf ot(sf-cf)

 wudu ung u,at vtmhu tuv vat kgc ot tmh updc tch updc ot(d-tf)
    The Torah tells us that one who owns a Jewish slave must release him after the sixth year. He is to leave his master the
same way he came. Rashi explains that the expression "updc" in the posuk, means he is not married. He leaves “with his
cloak,” in other words, if he came only as he was, alone within his clothing, that is how he is to leave. According to Rashi,
the metaphor for being single is one’s garment. What is the connection between a person’s garment and being single? The
answer, explains R’ Yissochar Frand shlit’a, is that we define a person who is single as being one whose world ends at
the end of his garment. He is a self-contained unit. His world ends where he ends. For this reason, by a traditionally Yekke
(German Jewry) wedding as well as at a Sephardic wedding, the chosson puts on a Talis and spreads it over himself and
his bride. This ritual acts out the very implication of our metaphor. Under the chuppah, at the moment of his marriage, the
chosson demonstrates that his world has now been extended - his kallah is now part of his life - by spreading his garment
over someone else in addition to himself. In essence, he is saying, “My coat now has to cover someone else.”
     There is a story told by R’ Elimelech Biderman shlit’a about a small town in Siberia, where the frigid temperatures and
desolate wilderness made for long and lonely stretches of civilization. In this waylaid town, there lived a elderly father and his
son, who barely eked out a living under the harsh conditions. One day, the father and son came to the local Rabbi with a
dispute. Each one was laying claim to the one coat in the house. Each one felt that he was more deserving of this coat.
     The Rabbi listened as they explained that the elderly father stayed home while the son went off to work each day. The
father said that he needed the coat; otherwise he would freeze to death as there was no heating in the house and the walls
were insufficient to keep out the winds. The son, on the other hand, claimed that his need was far more pressing because
he was out working all day in the exposed fields. If he didn’t have the protection of the coat, he would never survive.
     The Rabbi looked at the father and asked him how he would respond to the son’s legitimate claim. The father retorted
that as the son was working and moving about during the day, after a while he would warm up and not need the coat.
     The son shook his head, not accepting this response. He replied that even though their house was full of unplugged
holes it was still preferable to be indoors as there was always some shelter to be found. Plus, they had a stove ....
     The two complainants continued to argue back and forth and the Rabbi was unsure how to proceed. Who should get to
wear the coat? He thought long and hard but could not come up with a valid decision. He told the pair to give him some
time to study the matter in depth and come back in two days time when he would give them an answer.
     As they trudged back to their dilapidated and freezing hovel, both the father and his son begin to assess the claim of the
other one. Each man tried to understand the other’s counterpoint and what the coat would mean to them. By putting
himself in the other one’s shoes, they both came to the realization that perhaps the other was right after all. He really does
need the coat more than me. I will manage as best as I can without the coat. This became the new crux of their argument.
     As a result, on their return to the Rabbi two days later, the father and the son were still arguing vehemently, but this
time each was claiming that the other one should take the coat!
     On hearing both of them present their cases once again, the Rabbi asked them to wait a few moments. He left the room
only to return almost immediately with a warm coat in his hand that he gave to them, telling them that now they would
both have a coat to wear. Of course, both father and son thanked the Rabbi profusely and stood up to leave.
     As they got to the door the son turned around and asked the Rabbi why he hadn’t just given them the coat two days ago.
The Rabbi answered that when they were both fighting because each one thought that he needed the coat more, the Rabbi
thought to himself that he also needed his coat. But when they returned with each one thinking about the other and agreeing to
manage without the coat, the Rabbi thought to himself that he could also think about others and manage without his coat!          

      egmh egm ot hf u,t vbg, vbg ot
 wudu u,egm gnat gna hkt        (cf-cf)

 /// gnabu vagb wv rcs rat kf urnthu(z-sf)
    The famous Medrash tells us that before the Jewish
people accepted the Torah, Hashem offered it to the other
nations one by one and they rejected it. Esav didn’t want it
because it prohibited murder and they “live by the sword.”
He offered it to Yishmael. They asked Hashem what was in
it. “Don’t commit adultery.” So Yishmael also turned it
down; it wasn’t congruent with their lifestyle. Finally,
Hashem offered the Torah to Bnei Yisroel and they said,
“Na’aseh V’Nishma” - “We will do and we will hear.”
     This Medrash is problematic. All those nations who
rejected the Torah now have laws against murder, adultery
and many other of the Torah’s societal laws. If those very
nations incorporated these statutes into their legal systems,
why was the Torah so difficult for them to accept?
Seemingly, the Torah required no more of them than that to
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CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

which they subsequently committed themselves!
     R’ Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman zt”l (Sichos Levi)
provides a deep and beautiful response. His answer is based
on the Gemara (Bava Metzia 58b) that teaches us that when
we embarrass someone it is as though we have killed him.
This is evidenced by the blood draining from his face, which
is akin to blood draining from his body, his very lifeblood.
The Talmud also tells us that staring at a woman with lustful
intent is in itself an act of gross indecency.
     What this teaches us is that beneath the surface of each
commandment, there is a subtlety and depth that demands a
great deal of a person. For the Torah is not just a dry legal
system - it’s the handbook of holiness in this world. It is a
way of life. We don’t just do a mitzvah - we live that mitzvah
and all that comes with. That is what the nations couldn’t
accept. When they realized that the Torah connoted infinitely
more than its surface appearance, they all turned it down.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: R’ Hillel Kolomyia (Lichtenstein) zt”l was once up
late Friday night learning when he heard a noise near the
window. He turned to see a thief in his home taking his silver
candlesticks and other items in his hand. As he was about to
exit. R’ Hillel said to him, “How could you do this? You

know you can’t carry on Shabbos, and the candlesticks are
Muktzah? Either way, the Torah prohibits you from stealing,
and what about the agmas nefesh (emotional anguish) you

will cause the Rebbetzin on Shabbos itself? If you are hungry
and need to eat, come and I will give you delicious Shabbos

food.” The thief laughed and slipped out the window.

   A little while later, the Rav heard a commotion outside. A
policeman had caught the thief and was taking him to the
police station. R’ Hillel approached the officer and told him
not to take the thief away, since all the articles were formerly
his and he had given them as a present to this man. 

     The officer ignored his entreaties and took him down to
the station, with R’ Hillel following along. Once there, the
Rav prevailed, and the man was released! The sinner then fell

upon the Rav asking him for forgiveness. R’ Hillel invited
him to his house for the remainder of Shabbos, where he
became a new man, and a true Ba’al Teshuvah!



A TAPESTRY OF HONOR
Reproduced from "Living Kiddush Hashem" by Rabbi Shraga Freedman, 
with permission of ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications. 
 
R. Yehoshua Hoffman is a quadriplegic, paralyzed 
from the neck down due to a car accident. If anyone 
had an excuse to lack simchas hachaim, it would 
be him. Before the accident, he was a powerhouse, 
constantly on the move. Now, he needs help to eat, 
wash his hands, and even turn himself over in bed.

The average person would despair, but R. Yehoshua 
is always filled with joy. With the help of his devoted 
wife, he learns two sedarim, teaches and above 
all, refuses to allow his disability to diminish his 
observance. He never even bentches without a 
bentcher, despite the effort it takes to wheel himself 
across a room to get one. He has internalized that this 
world is nothing but a gateway to the next.

We all know good people who suffer pain. Why? 
Rav Dessler writes that the answer lies in kiddush 
Hashem, the fundamental mitzvah and the basis of all 
of the Torah’s commands. Hashem created a world in 
which every individual has a role to play, a different 
set of life circumstances in which to serve Hashem. 
Some are subjected to the nisayon of wealth, to serve 
Hashem despite temptation, while others have the 
nisayon of poverty. When every Jew serves Hashem 
in their unique circumstances, our avodah weaves 
together to form a tapestry of His honor.

R. Yehoshua Hoffman is content, because he 
recognizes that Hashem created him to serve 
through challenges. By maintaining his joy and 
contentment with his situation, R. Yehoshua creates 
the greatest possible kiddush Hashem.   

THE LESSON OF SERVITUDE
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher. 

The halachos of eved Ivri are placed at the beginning of our lists of laws, and 
there are none better-suited to give us insight into the Divine institutions of 
social justice, to show us how Jewish law differs from other legal systems.

In the eved Ivri, we have the one case where the Torah punishes a crime by 
imposing the loss of freedom—and we soon see that even this is not really a 
punishment. In practice, the Torah orders that offender to be placed with a 
family, just as we might do for a juvenile delinquent today.

Note the precautions taken to protect the servant’s status within the family, 
so as to maintain his self-respect. Despite the degradation he has brought 
upon himself, he should feel that he is capable of earning and giving love. 
Note how the Torah holds the master responsible for ensuring that his 
servant’s family remains intact, that they do not suffer because of his crime. 
In depriving him of his freedom, and thus of the ability to provide for his 

The first bracha of Shemone Esrei is Avos, which talks about our 
forefathers' special connection with Hashem. It was because 
He loved them that Hashem made their children His nation. 
In the bracha, we say Elokeinu, our G-d, first, and then Elokei 
Avoseinu. Although Hashem was the G-d of our fathers before He 
was ours, we put Elokeinu first, because we are supposed to take 
the emunah we received from them and make it our own. Some 
things are so obvious that we can see them with our own seichel, 
but for matters that are beyond our understanding, we rely on 
the emunah we received from avoseinu. 

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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family, the Torah turns that duty over to those 
who benefit from his labor instead.

Prison, with all the despair and degeneration 
that breeds behind bars, with all the woe and 
misery it inflicts on the prisoner’s family, has 
no place in the Torah. Hashem’s law only allows 
for detention pending trial. In keeping with the 
prescribed legal procedure, this detention can 
be of short duration only, especially considering 
that circumstantial evidence is inadmissible.

But why does the Torah mortgage the offender’s 
labor only in this case? Why does eved Ivri not 
apply in any case where a person causes damage 
and does not have the means to pay for it?

Perhaps the reason is that it is the thief who 
shows the most direct contempt for the idea 
of private property. Man’s place in the world 
is based on the concept of ownership, and it is 
respect for the property of others that makes 
us truly human. Only in the case of theft is the 
obligation to pay back imposed on every aspect 
of the offender’s personality.

Among all the laws of the eved Ivri, there is 
only one that makes him feel his degraded 
status: namely, that his master may give him 
a slavewoman, and that any children remain 
in the master’s possession. Such a woman 
is forbidden to a free Jew, and there is no 
kiddushin in their relationship. Marriage 
with her bears only a physical character, not a 
spiritual one.

Apparently, this halacha is meant to instill in 
his consciousness the fact of his moral decline, 
as a result of which he forfeited the moral 
dignity of a man of Israel and sank halfway to 
the level of a mere physical existence. 

NOT QUITE ENOUGH
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

When we learn Tanach, the successes and failures of historical figures play out 
before us, and we can learn from them what actions to imitate and what to avoid. 
In Sefer Shmuel, there is a great lesson to be learned David’s selection as melech 
Yisrael.

David’s oldest brother, Eliav, was himself an outstanding person. After Shmuel 
was told to abandon his hope of restoring his talmid Shaul to the malchus, 
Hashem commanded him to go to the family of Yishai and select one of his sons 
to be the new king. When Shmuel saw Eliav, he immediately concluded that 
"Here stands before Hashem his anointed king." But Hashem said to Shmuel, 
"Do not look at his appearance and his height, for I have rejected him. It is not 
as a person sees, for a person sees only with his eyes, but Hashem sees into the 
heart."

After this, Yishai had each of his sons pass by Shmuel, one after the other. At 
each, Hashem said, "This is not the one Hashem has chosen." Finally, when 
David, the youngest, appeared, Hashem said, "Rise and anoint him—this is the 
one."

Why, at Eliav, did Hashem say "I have rejected him," but at the others, merely, 
"This is not the one Hashem has chosen"? In Pesachim, Chazal explain that 
Eliav actually was chosen to be the king. But, as R' Mani bar Patish says, 
“whoever loses his temper, even if Heaven had decreed greatness to him, he 
will be taken down from it. From where do we learn this? From Eliav." Eliav 
could have become the progenitor of all kings, including Mashiach, but he had a 
character flaw that disqualified him.

Interestingly, this trait did not show itself until later, after Hashem said that 
he had been rejected, as Rashi points out there. But because he had let these 
tendencies fester, and did not work on improving them, he was no longer fit for 
malchus.

This gives us insight into the mussar movement, founded by R' Yisroel Salanter. 
In learning mussar, the goal is for a person to  probe objectively into their 
innermost character traits, taking steps to uproot any negative qualities. Anger 
is just one of the many middos we need to uproot. Jealousy, excessive desire 
for glory, stinginess—all our flaws need our attention, and they all take effort 
to improve. A person's spiritual greatness is not measured only in terms of his 
deeds, but also in terms of his middos. 

PLANT PREDATOR

Are there any plants that eat animals?

The Venus flytrap plant makes itself very attractive, oozing nectar across the brim of each leaf. 
But if an insect lands, it must tread carefully or it is doomed. If it strikes one of the tiny hairs that 
blanket the Venus flytrap's leaves, it can carry on feeding, but a timer has been set. If it strikes a 
second hair in less than 20 seconds, an electrical impulse is triggered, and the leaf snaps shut, the 
tips locking together like prison bars. If the fly is very big or very small, it may manage to escape, 
but most are trapped and die. Ten days later, the trap reopens, and all that remains is a husk.  

Adapted from Hashem.com.
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

I have a claim 
against someone 
and summoned him 
to beis din. I have 
one witness who can 
testify on my behalf, 

but he is a relative.
Q: Should I bother bringing my relative 
to beis din, or will there be no point, as a 
relative’s testimony may be disqualified?
A: There is certainly an advantage to 
subpoena your relative to testify. In fact, 
some Rishonim maintain that even relatives 
are included in a cherem — excommunication 
— issued by beis din for anyone who refuses 
to testify. Although beis din would not collect 
money based on the testimony of a relative, it 
may influence beis din to be more deliberate 
and perform additional due diligence to find 
the truth (C.M. 28:2; Sema 17). 
According to some commentators, Chazal’s 
statement (Pesachim 113b) that Hashem 
despises those who refuse to testify includes 
those who do not testify because they are 
relatives, assuming that their testimony will 
not prove beneficial. Although beis din will 
not collect money based on the testimony 
of a relative or a disqualified witness, their 
presence may influence the litigants to be 
more truthful or the beis din to deliberate 
more carefully and thereby produce a more 
accurate ruling (Teshuvah MeAhavah 1:76). 
In fact, Shulchan Aruch states that judges 
should not dismiss a single witness even 
though his testimony cannot obligate 
someone to pay. He should testify and beis 
din will ask the defendant to respond to the 
single witness unless he claims, of his own 
volition, that he does not assign credibility to 
a single witness (C.M. 17:8; Cf. Sema 19).
Poskim note that the defendant need not say 
specifically, “I do not assign credibility to a 
single witness.” Even if the litigant does not 
know the halachah but claims that the single 
witness is a liar, the witness’s testimony is 

“Deny!”
Mr. Bloom had been sued in a high-figure lawsuit. 
He enlisted the services of a prominent lawyer who 
could advocate for him powerfully and successfully.
They had passed the initial legal stages, and were 

preparing for their first appearance in beis din.
“I advocate denying everything that you can,” Mr. Bloom’s lawyer advised him. “Whatever 
has no record — deny! Conversely, claim whatever you can, even beyond the true 
amount! Also, try to stall as much as possible and throw in distracting counterclaims to 
wear down the other side. That’s the approach I adopted in my written answer.”
“But that’s not honest,” objected Mr. Bloom. “How can I lie in beis din?”
“Don’t worry,” replied the lawyer. “Almost never do you succeed with the full amount that 
you claim or deny. Usually the parties reach a settlement agreement in the end or the 
dayanim rule a compromise. This approach gives us leverage to force the other side to 
settle in a manner advantageous for us, and you’re more likely to pay what you should.”
“What if we end up settling for less than I truly owe?” asked Mr. Bloom.
“What’s the problem?” replied the lawyer. “If he agreed in the end — that’s all you care 
about. What’s the difference whether you were honest all along or not? That’s the way it 
works!”
Despite the assurances of his lawyer, Mr. Bloom did not feel comfortable with the idea. 
He consulted with his Rav, who recommended that he discuss the issue with Rabbi Dayan. 
“I’ll do so,” agreed Mr. Bloom.
Mr. Bloom called Rabbi Dayan and asked: “Is it acceptable to present false claims or use 
legal tactics in beis din as leverage to 
force the other party to settle?” 
“The Gemara (Shavuos 31a) teaches 
that a litigant may not lie to distort the 
proper legal course,” replied Rabbi 
Dayan. “For example, one may not 
make an exaggerated claim in order 
to inflict a modeh b’miktzas (partial 
admission) oath on the defendant. If 
three partners lent, one cannot sue 
as the sole lender and have the other 
two present themselves as witnesses” 
(Rambam, Hil. To’en v’Nitan 16:9-10).
“Thus, Terumas Hadeshen (#306) 
rules that one may not adopt deceitful 
tactics so that his creditors will agree 
to settle,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “He 
is withholding money that is rightfully 
theirs and violates the prohibition 
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not actionable. Therefore, when a litigant 
brings in a single witness, the Dayan should 
not immediately dismiss his testimony, 
since this will embolden the defendant to 
contradict him and potentially learn to lie 
effectively. 
It is also possible that the testimony of the 
single witness will lead the defendant to 
admit the truth rather than lie and have to 
contradict the witness. Therefore the Dayan 
will not dismiss the testimony unless the 
defendant challenges his testimony (Teshuvas 
Pnei Yehoshua 2:87; Kappos Temarim, Sukkah 
34b, cited by Pischei Teshuvah, C.M. 17:14; 
Tumim 17:7).
Poskim apply this to a case of a plaintiff who 
has a contract and the Dayan senses that 
something is amiss about the contract. If the 
defendant denies the claim, even though 
he does not mention the weakness of the 
contract, beis din will make that claim for him 
since he denied the claim. If the defendant 
does not contradict the contract but makes 
other claims that are not halachically 
acceptable, the Dayanim will not undermine 
the testimony of the contract (see Tumim, 
ibid. and Shach 42:4).
In your situation, although your witness is 
related and cannot obligate the other party 
to take an oath, nevertheless, it is beneficial 
to bring him since it may compel the other 
party to admit to your claim rather than 
brazenly lie to someone who just stated 
the opposite (Paamonei Zahav 17:8, cf. Kisei 
Eliyahu, C.M. 17:5). Some authorities add 
that if the defendant responds with silence 
to the testimony of the witness, his silence 
constitutes an admission (shtikah k’hodaah). 
The defendant must claim that the single 
witness is lying or that a single witness has 
no credibility to prevent the Dayanim from 
obligating the defendant based on the 
testimony of a single witness (Imrei Binah, 
Dayanim 25, see also C.M. 80:1 and Tumim 3).

money matters

against oshek, monetary oppression” (C.M. 12:6).
“Is there any room for leniency?” asked Mr. Bloom.
“Terumas Hadeshen points to a Tosafos (B.K. 40b), which seemingly indicates that there 
is legal credence to embracing tactics that make the other side settle,” answered Rabbi 
Dayan. “He states that there may be legal credence, but it is wrong to do, like other 
cases of incidental damage (grama) that are legally exempt, but prohibited.
“Later authorities, though, offer alternate explanations of Tosafos,” continued Rabbi 
Dayan. “Maharshal (Yam Shel Shlomo, B.K. 4:18) writes that when one party has a rightful 
complaint against the other, even if legally insufficient, he may use legal tactics as 
leverage to settle. Shevus Yaakov (1:163) prohibits active tactics but allows passive ones. 
Tumim (12:5) writes that if the defendant has a truthful counterclaim that he cannot 
prove, he can embrace tactics as leverage to settle advantageously in this case and 
minimize his loss. Even so, he should avoid lying” (Pischei Teshuvah 12:8; Nesivos 12:3).
“What if I lied in beis din and thereby settled advantageously with the other party?” 
asked Mr. Bloom.
“Rema writes that you do not fulfill your Heavenly obligation until you returns what is 
rightfully theirs,” answered Rabbi Dayan. “However, if the other party agreed to settle 
before reaching litigation, Maharil Diskin (Pesakim #82) suggests that you do not have 
to return what you wrongfully gained, since you are entitled to have your claim verified 
in beis din and he was willing to forgo a certain amount to avoid litigation” (Pischei 
Choshen, Halvaah 2:34).
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Sending a Gift

(Based on writings of Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita)
Q: I gave my neighbor a gift for his brother. Can I retract, or did his brother already 
acquire it?
A: It depends on what exactly you said when you handed the gift to your neighbor:
If you said, “Acquire” (zechei) or “Receive” (kabbel) the gift for his brother, he already 
acquired it and you may not retract. This is based on the concept of “zachin l’adam 
shelo b’fanav.” Nonetheless, his brother may decline to accept the gift (C.M. 243:1-2).
If you said, “Bring” (holeich), the brother did not acquire the gift and you may retract, 
but it is considered untrustworthy. However, if the recipient is a poor person, it is 
considered a pledge to tzedakah and you may not retract at all (C.M. 125:5; Sma 243:5).
If you said, “Give” (tein) the gift to his brother, there is a dispute whether he already 
acquired it; Shulchan Aruch cites two opinions. Some maintain that since your 
neighbor holds the gift, he can claim “kim li” and possess the gift on behalf of his 
brother (C.M. 125:6-7; Pischei Choshen, Kinyanim 15:13[29]).
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which halachically may be sold, and selling 
a non-existent loan (davar shelo ba la’olam), 
which is halachically ineffective, since a kinyan 
takes effect only on something that exists (see 
Bris Yehudah 15:[21]). There is a disagreement 
whether a kinyan situmta is effective on 
something that does not yet exist. According 
to some authorities, non-existent debts 
may not be sold even with a kinyan situmta. 
Therefore, the money that is transferred is 
categorized as a loan and thus subject to 
the prohibition of ribbis. Others assert that a 
kinyan situmta is effective on something that 
does not yet exist (see Toras HaKinyanim 12:6). 
However, practically speaking, one must 
draft a heter iska for MCAs, as we will explain. 
Halachah stresses that if Reuven guarantees 
Shimon that he will collect $1,000 even if the 
actual debtor defaults, the “sale” of the debt 
violates the prohibition of ribbis. The reason 
is that if Reuven guarantees the loan, the 
transaction is not halachically a sale, it is a 
loan. To be categorized as a sale Shimon must 
be willing to forgo any claims against Reuven 
if the debtor cannot or will not repay the 
money he owes. Once it is considered a sale 
the prohibition of ribbis does not apply (Y.D. 
173:4).
In most Merchant Cash Advance agreements, 
the merchant (borrower) is obligated to repay 
the investor a specified amount and thus the 
transaction is subject to the prohibition of 
ribbis. This is especially true when rather than 
selling specific debts (e.g., the first $50,000 of 
sales), the merchant sells $50,000 of collected 
sales, regardless of when that amount is 
collected. Since the buyer (investor) does 
not bear any risk of a default from a specific 
debt, the transaction is a loan. Additionally, 
the above parameters are limited to the sale 
of debts, but since the merchant purchases 
collected monies, it is certainly categorized as 
a loan and subject to the prohibition of ribbis. 

money matters

“What about after notification?” asked Shraga.
“The seller is expected to collect the defective merchandise, like other entrusted 
items, i.e., the owner, who is responsible to collect them,” replied Rabbi Dayan. 
“Therefore, after notification, the buyer is considered only a shomer chinam, and is 
no longer liable for theft. However, Aruch Hashulchan writes that the buyer remains 
liable for theft even after notifying until the seller has time to collect it” (Sma 232:51-
52; Aruch Hashulchan 232:35).
“Does it make a difference whether the item was intended for export?” asked Ari.
“The Rambam and Shulchan Aruch write that if the seller knew that the merchandise 
was intended for export, he is responsible to retrieve it from there or sell it there,” 
replied Rabbi Dayan. “However, if the buyer was not expected to take it elsewhere, 
he is responsible to return it to the city of sale. He has to undo what he did when he 
distanced the item from the city and remains liable until then” (Sma 232:53; Nesivos 
232:10; Pischei Choshen, Onaah 13:13,25).
“What about our case?” asked Shraga.
“Since it was expected that you might take the shirts overseas, you are no longer 
liable for theft after notifying the store,” answered Rabbi Dayan. “Of course, this 
assumes that the store believes you that the shirt was defective and missing. I should 
further note that if the store has a standard return policy for defective items, that 
policy is binding, since the initial transaction was made with this understanding.”

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com

BHI  |  1937 Ocean Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11230  |  877-845-8455  |  ask@businesshalacha.com  |  www.businesshalacha.com

To subscribe send an email to subscribe@businesshalacha.com or visit us on the web at www.businesshalacha.com

story line

Secular Wills
(Based on writings of Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita)

Q: Are secular wills valid in Halachah? May the non-halachic beneficiaries accept their share?
A: Secular wills usually are not halachically valid, since they usually bequeath the assets after 
death to non-halachic inheritors (Sma 253:72).
Nonetheless, if the halachic inheritors did not contest the will and the estate was 
divided accordingly, many maintain that the beneficiaries of the will may keep what 
was distributed to them. Furthermore, some maintain that the inheritors are required 
to follow the will based on mitzvah l’kayem divrei hames, even though the assets were 
not entrusted, and the beneficiaries can keep what was distributed to them even if the 
halachic inheritors contested the will (Binyan Tzion 2:24; Achiezer 3:34; Igros Moshe, E.H. 
1:104).
To avoid disputes between inheritors, a person should prepare a will that is valid both legally 
and halachically. There are various halachic options that can be discussed. Since they relate to 
civil law as well, a person should consult an expert who deals with wills to draft an appropriate 
will (Pischei Choshen, Yerushah 4:28-35).
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Now You Know 
Straight from Har Sinai and the giving 
of the Ten Commandments, the Torah 
begins many other laws which were 
also given at Sinai. 

The very first one in Parshas 
Mishpatim is that of the Eved Ivri, the 
Jewish slave who was sold into 

servitude for having stolen and he did 
not have the wherewithal to repay it. 

How often did this come up? Most 
likely some of the other situations 

such as an animal that caused 
damage were more common. Why 
then would HaShem choose this to be 

the introductory mitzvah of this 
parsha? 

Mishpatim means judgments. 
Judgment is a dangerous thing 

because it is difficult to differentiate 
between the sin and the sinner. 
Instead of condemning an act, we 
often condemn the person. 

Therefore, the Torah begins with the 
Jewish slave, who did something 
wrong. Instead of throwing him in jail 

and ruining him for life, we take him 
into our homes and treat him very 
well. In this way we rehabilitate him. 

The very poignant lesson is that the 

Torah’s judgments are a not a way to 
identify bad people, but a way to 
ensure that the good inside people is 

allowed to shine forth.   - h/t R’ Avi Frank 

Thought of the week: 
Justice cannot be for one side 
alone, but must be for both. 

 (UK:AK TWMw) „.TMWY WYLEB OGW ...WNRMwY ALW WYLEBB DEWHW OwLw LMTM AWH XGN RWw OAW‰ 
“And if it is a goring ox from previous days and the owner was notified but did 
not watch it, the ox is put to death and the owner shall also die.” (Shemos 21:29) 

The Torah in Parshas Mishpatim introduces a large number of laws related to damages 
and financial responsibility. People are to be held accountable for their actions, and in 
this case, for their inaction. If a person knows that his animal is dangerous and he does 
nothing about it, the animal is stoned and the person is liable to death. Sort of. 

A simple reading of the words sounds like the owner is killed by the court because 
through his negligence someone lost their life. The Sages, however, understand that 
this person is not “put” to death, but rather will die at the hand of Heaven. 

Since he did not actually kill the person, he is not killed. However, that doesn’t mean he 
gets off without a penalty. The Torah assures us that justice will be done, and this 
person will not escape punishment. However, since he did not actually kill with his 
hands, it is not up to Bais Din to carry out the punishment. 

The Ramban says “he will also die,” implies that the owner will meet a similar fate to 
that of the gored person. Perhaps there will be a war and the owner will be killed by 
someone else. Perhaps he will be attacked by a thief. Somehow, HaShem will make 
sure he receives the proper punishment. 

An underlying lesson here is that it is not up to us to try to make people pay for their 
actions. We are to follow the Torah and leave the rest to G-d. Parshas Mishpatim also 
tells us not to skew judgement in favor of a poor person. Though we may think we’re 
doing something good, we would be interfering in HaShem’s Divine system of justice. 

Here we have a fellow who is so callous, so insensitive, that he disregards the 
wellbeing of others and puts them in jeopardy. Today he’d be called a public nuisance, 
a threat to society, and there would be calls for his death. People get up in arms about 
things like this and think they must exact justice for society. This isn’t true. 

HaShem doesn’t need our help. He doesn’t need our evaluation of what is fair or what 
justice demands. What HaShem does is allow us to be His partners in meting out the 
consequences the Torah dictates. 

Just as HaShem doesn’t need our help to make the sun rise or to provide sustenance 
to each person, He doesn’t need us to ensure that justice is served. He is more than 
capable of doing it on His own in a way we might not even have imagined.  

In Radin, there was a widow who lived in a rented house with her young children. When 
she couldn’t pay her rent, the landlord told her to leave. Winter was approaching and she 
had nowhere else to go so she pleaded with him to let her stay. The heartless man 
removed the roof of the shack and she had no choice but to leave. 

The townspeople were aghast and went to the Chofetz Chaim. He said one word: “Wait.”  

Years later, this landlord’s son died of a very contagious disease. The Chevra Kadisha was 
afraid to touch the dead body for fear of contamination. In the freezing cold, the man had to 
dig a grave and bury his son with his own hands. 

“HaShem does not just let things go,” said the Chofetz Chaim. “He is very methodical but 
gives people time to repent. Eventually, though, if he does not make amends for his sins, a 
person will be punished as he deserves.” 
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The Torah tells us that if a sheep or 
goat is killed while grazing, it is 
called a treifa and should be given 

to the dogs to eat. Rashi explains that this 
is a reward for what the dogs did. When 
the Jewish People left Mitzraim, not a sin-
gle dog barked. Since that was a kiddush 
HASHEM, for generations all treifas are to 
be fed to the dogs in repayment for what 
they did.

³ HOW CAN A DOG BE 
ENTITLED TO REWARD?

This Rashi is difficult to understand as we 
are dealing with animals. Animals are in-
stinctual in their reactions. Granted, they 
can be trained to act in a particular man-
ner, but they don’t have a conscious “I” 
that can weigh the different options and 
decide to act or not to act. They don’t have 
free will. In all of the physical Creation, 
only man was given that capacity. So how 
can a dog receive reward for its actions?

³ UNDERSTANDING REWARD 
AND PUNISHMENT

One of the most basic tenets of our belief 
system is that nothing happens by chance. 
HASHEM created, maintains, and orches-
trates this world. In truth, man can accom-
plish nothing in this world. Every action 
and every outcome is determined and con-
trolled by HASHEM. 

If Reuvain was predestined to live to be 
120, I can neither harm him nor help him. 
HASHEM will insure that His decree is 
fulfilled – and there is nothing that I can 
do to change it. Man is in effect powerless. 
This leaves him in a circumstance of be-
ing able to accomplish very little on this 
planet. The outcomes are already set. 

To allow for reward and punishment, 
HASHEM created a system whereby it is 
considered as if man determined the out-
come. If I am the one acting on the scene, 
the result is attributed to me. It is credited 
to my account even though that outcome 
was inevitable – because HASHEM had so 
planned it.

In our case above, if Reuvain received a 
judgment on the previous Rosh Hashanah 
that his time was in fact up, then he will die 
this year, whether by my hands or through 
some other cause. However, I might well 
be permitted to be his murderer. It might 
come about that I will be allowed to pull 
the trigger on a gun, and from that shot 
he will die. If this occurs, I will be held 
accountable. I am considered the one who 
killed him, even though his death was de-
cided long before I picked up the gun. If I 
weren’t on the scene, he would have been 
hit by a car or a falling tree, but because of 
my choice, I am considered the one who 
did the act. I was allowed to become his 
murderer. And as such, I am responsible 
for his death.

So too, if someone intended to help Shi-
mon and succeeded, we understand that 
good was coming to Shimon because 
HASHEM decided long ago. That is what 
he deserved. Had that individual not been 
on the scene, that same good would have 
come to Shimon through any one of many 
vehicles that HASHEM uses to run this 
world. Nevertheless, since that service 
came through the hands of an individual, 
that person is credited with the act. It is 
considered as if he did it. 

³ THROUGH THE DOGS 
A GREATER KIDDUSH 
HASHEM CAME ABOUT

The answer to Rashi seems to be that 
via the dogs, there was a greater kiddush 
HASHEM. Everyone, both the Mitzrim 
and the Jews, saw a greater revelation of 
HASHEM’s hand because as an entire na-
tion walked out, not an animal stirred. 
Through the animals a greater good was 
brought, and for that they deserve reward. 
Granted they didn’t intend it — they are 
animals — but through them came a 
good, and that is attributed to them. For 
that, they deserve reward. 

There is a tremendous lesson for us in this 
concept. Every action that we perform af-
fects others. If, in my business dealings, I 
act in a scrupulously honest manner and 
another Jew sees this and he then adopts 
that practice, I am given credit for his 
increased honesty. That is true even if he 
long ago forgot that I was the source of 
his change. Even though I didn’t intend it 
and may not be aware of it, through my 
actions he changed, so I am considered 
responsible for that difference. Everything 
that he does because of this impression is 
attributed to me. 

The ramifications of this concept are as-
tounding. On the good side as well as on 
the bad, whatever we do affects ourselves 
and others. If I act in a manner not befit-
ting a Jew and others see me, it will likely 
affect them. If they in turn adopt certain 
bad behaviors, that will be credited to me 
also. But on the flip side, if I engage in ap-
propriate activities and become a model 
for what is good and proper, I will be cred-
ited with the mitzvahs of everyone I influ-
enced whether I intended it or not. Our 
actions count beyond what we imagine — 
even if they aren’t on the highest level of 
perfection. 

—
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The Effect 
of an 

Action 
g

“Holy people you shall you be to Me: 
you shall not eat flesh of an animal 

that was  torn in the field; to the dog 
you shall throw it.”

— Shemos 22:30— 
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 ואלה המשפטים אשר תשים לפניהם (21:1)
Parshas Mishpatim begins by stating, "And these are the statutes that you shall place before 

them." Rashi explains that the purpose of the seemingly superfluous letter ו (and) at the beginning of the 
parsha is to emphasize a connection between Parshas Mishpatim and the previous one (Yisro). Parshas 
Yisro records the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai, and just as it was self-evident that the mitzvos 
contained in it were presented by Hashem at Sinai, so too the commandments contained in Parshas 
Mishpatim were also given at Mount Sinai.  
 Rav Simcha Sheps points out that Rashi's comment seems difficult to understand. The entire 
Torah, and all 613 of the mitzvos contained therein, was given at Mount Sinai. Why was it necessary to 
specifically emphasize that the commandments discussed in Parshas Mishpatim were given at Mount 
Sinai more than any of the other mitzvos, and why did Rashi need to derive this point from a linguistic 
anomaly? 
 Rav Sheps answers based on an explanation given by Rav Ovadiah Bartenura in his commentary 
on Pirkei Avos (Ethics of our Fathers), which begins by teaching that Moshe received the Torah at Mount 
Sinai. Commenting on this Mishnah, the Bartenura explains that in contrast to other tractates of the 
Mishnah that discuss legal issues, Pirkei Avos is unique in that it focuses on issues of proper ethics and 
character traits.  
 In light of the fact that other nations and cultures have their own tomes on morality and proper 
treatment of others authored by their respective wise men, there is a danger that one might mistakenly 
assume that Pirkei Avos is simply a collection of pithy statements and advice given by Jewish sages. In 
order to prevent the reader from making this egregious error, it therefore begins by teaching that Moshe 
received the Torah at Mount Sinai and records its chain of transmission throughout the generations in 
order to teach us that all of the wisdom contained in Pirkei Avos is part of the Oral Torah that was given 
by Hashem at Mount Sinai and is Divine in origin. 
 With this introduction, Rav Sheps points out that much of Parshas Mishpatim revolves around the 
seemingly common-sense mitzvos governing our interactions with others, such as the laws of damages 
and borrowing, sensitivity to the less fortunate, and the integrity of the judicial process. Therefore, just as 
Rav Ovadiah Bartenura explains that Pirkei Avos opens by emphasizing that its moral and ethical 
teachings emanate from Hashem, so too Rashi points out that Parshas Mishpatim begins by stressing that 
the civil laws and interpersonal mitzvos contained therein were taught at Mount Sinai together with the 
Aseres HaDibros (10 Commandments) that are recorded in Parshas Yisro. 
 Rabbi Yissachar Frand extends this theme by pointing out that contemporary Western society 
also has self-proclaimed experts on ethics and morality. The New York Times magazine features a 
weekly column called "The Ethicist," which contains weekly discussions and rulings on contemporary 
ethical issues, and a column by Miss Manners appears three times a week in more than 200 newspapers 
worldwide to address questions of proper etiquette and behavior. 
 However, while non-Jews certainly have guidelines about issues of morality and interpersonal 
relationships, they are ultimately manmade and are limited by the scope of the insights of their authors. 
The Torah, on the other hand, teaches us an exceptional and heightened sensitivity to others through a 
system of derech eretz which could only be conceived by Hashem. 
 For example, a compassionate gentile who is traveling on the highway will pull over to assist a 
car he sees broken down on the side of the road with a flat tire. However, if there are two cars broken 
down, one belonging to his best friend and one to his biggest enemy, he will obviously choose to help his 
friend. However, in such a situation, the Torah specifically requires that one work to overcome and uproot 
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his negative feelings toward his enemy by giving him precedence over his friend (Bava Metzia 32b). 
Rabbi Frand points out that such an obligation is mind-boggling and could never have been developed by 
even the most enlightened human based on his own moral barometer and could only have originated at 
Mount Sinai. 
 The following story depicts a contemporary application of this principle and illustrates the lofty 
levels which can be reached by a person who continuously strives to improve and perfect his middos 
(character traits) and to reach the Torah's levels of sensitivity. Rav Yechiel Perr, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva 
of Far Rockaway, is married to the granddaughter of Rav Avraham Yoffen, a renowned Rabbinical figure 
who was the son-in-law of the Alter of Novardok. Virtually every one of the leading Roshei Yeshiva in 
America attended the wedding. With so many respected Rabbonim present, many of the guests were 
curious as to who would receive the various kibbudim (honors) and how they would be distributed by Rav 
Yoffen, who was in charge of the logistics of the ceremony.  
 Perplexingly, with the limited number of available kibbudim already at a premium, the privilege 
of reciting one of the berachos under the chuppah was given to a Rabbi who was unfamiliar to the guests 
and did not appear to be related to either the chosson or the kallah. After the ceremony concluded, several 
people approached Rav Yoffen to inquire about the mysterious Rabbi's identity and the reason he was 
selected to recite a blessing, but Rav Yoffen cryptically dismissed them by saying, "I have my reasons," 
which remained hidden until after he passed away, at which time his Rebbetzin cleared up the mystery. 
 The Rabbi in question was the Rav of a small synagogue in the Bronx. Several years before the 
marriage of Rav Perr to Rav Yoffen's granddaughter, this Rabbi called Rav Yoffen to invite him to his 
own daughter's wedding. Being that Rav Yoffen's time was valuable and he didn't personally know the 
Rabbi or any of the people involved in the wedding, he attempted to decline the invitation. However, the 
Rabbi pressured him and explained how much his presence would mean, and ultimately, Rav Yoffen 
relented and agreed to attend. 
 Rav Yoffen did not own a car, and the Rabbi who had been so adamant that he come never 
contacted him to offer to arrange a ride for him. This left Rav Yoffen no choice but to take two subway 
trains and a bus to reach the wedding hall. Tired from the lengthy journey, he sat down for the chuppah, at 
which he shockingly received no recognition or honor. Nevertheless, he decided that since he was already 
there, he would stay for the meal and dance with the chosson, eventually returning home via the same 
time-consuming way he had come.  
 Years later, when Rav Yoffen's granddaughter got married, he went out of his way to invite this 
Rabbi to the wedding and to give him one of the valuable kibbudim based on the Novhardok teaching of 
 when a person feels resentment and anger after being slighted, he should strive to – הטבה במקום הקפדה
perfect his middos by responding with acts of kindness toward the person who insulted him. 
 As Rabbi Frand concludes, the lofty, almost angelic level reached by Rav Yoffen will never be 
taught or even fathomed by the Ethicist or Miss Manners. Such ethereal insights can only be attained 
through the study of the Holy Torah and the Divine moral and ethical teachings contained within.  
 
 

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 

1) If a Jewish slave does not wish to leave his master when the time for him to go free arrives, his 
ear is pierced with an awl next to his master’s door or doorpost (21:6), and he continues to serve 
until the Jubilee year. Rashi explains that the purpose of the piercing is to punish the ear that 
heard Hashem’s prohibition against stealing (20:13) at Mount Sinai, and nevertheless proceeded 
to steal. Other than as a punishment, did the piercing serve any practical function? (Mechilta, 
Chizkuni, Rashbam, Ichud B’Chidud 5777) 

2) Do animals, which lack intelligence and free will, receive reward and punishment for their 
actions? (Bereishis Rabbah 26:6, Shemos Rabbah 31:9, Rashi Shemos 13:13 and 22:30, Ramban 
Bereishis 9:5, Moreh Nevuchim 3:17, Malbim 22:30, Ichud B’Chidud 5777) 
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3) In what case would a man have a mitzvah to return a lost object to its owner (23:4), but if a 
woman finds the object instead, she is exempt? (Magen Avrohom 301:54) 

4) The Pirkei D’Rebbi Eliezer (46) teaches that during the 40 days that Moshe spent on Mount Sinai 
(24:18), he studied the Written Torah during the day and the Oral Torah during the night. Does 
this mean that it is inappropriate, or even forbidden, to study the Written Torah at night? (Be’er 
Heitev Orach Chaim 238:2, Shaar HaTzion 238:1, Piskei Teshuvos 238:3, Ayeles HaShachar) 
 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Chizkuni posits that the reason the slave’s ear is specifically pierced next to the door or doorpost 
of his master’s home is to demonstrate that he belongs to this master, for after boring through his ear, the 
master continued boring into the actual door, as the verse states (Devorim 15:17): באזנו ובדלת ונתתה  – 
You shall put the awl through his ear and the door. The Rashbam explains that this was possible because 
even if the house was made of stone, the door and doorpost were made of pierceable wood. Thus, if the 
slave ever attempted to run away, or if somebody tried to steal the slave and claim him as his own, the 
Bais Din would examine the mark in his ear and confirm that it was perfectly aligned with the 
corresponding mark in the master’s door, thereby proving the legitimacy of his claims on the slave. The 
Mechilta disagrees and says that only the slave’s ear was pierced, but not the actual door or doorpost. 
 
2) The Ramban questions how animals can be rewarded or punished when they lack the intelligence and 
judgment required to be held responsible for their actions. At the same time, he notes that the Torah 
commands us (Shemos 21:28) to kill an ox that gores a person, and he suggests that this is an exception to 
the rule, explaining that Hashem decreed that an animal that harms a person must be punished even 
though it seems to defy logical understanding. The Rambam also maintains that animals do not receive 
reward and punishment. However, the Midrash teaches that if a dog or wolf unjustly injures a person, it 
will be held accountable. Similarly, Rashi explains that the requirement to give certain non-kosher meat 
to a dog is a reward to dogs for not howling at the Jewish people on the night of the Exodus (11:7). Rashi 
also writes that in exchange for assisting the Jews during the Exodus by carrying the gold and silver of the 
Egyptians, donkeys were rewarded by becoming the only non-kosher animal whose firstborn possesses 
holiness that must be redeemed onto a lamb. To resolve this apparent contradiction, the Malbim suggests 
that although animals do not intrinsically deserve remuneration, the Torah nevertheless instructs us to 
reward them so that we will deduce that if animals that lack intelligence and free will receive such 
reward, all the more so will we receive even greater honor if we act properly. 
 
3) The Ichud B’Chidud notes that the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 301:42) rules that if a person finds 
tefillin disrespectfully abandoned in an unsafe location that lacks an eiruv on Shabbos, he should put them 
on and wear them to a safe place, and after Shabbos he can return them to their rightful owner. The 
Magen Avrohom adds that this ruling only applies to males, for if a woman discovers tefillin on 
Shabbos, she is not permitted to wear them and must therefore leave them where they are. 
 
4) The Be’er Heitev writes that a person should not study the Written Torah at night. The Mishnah 
Berurah explains that this opinion is based on the Midrash regarding Moshe on Mount Sinai. He notes 
that the Pri Megadim seems to disagree and adds that even the strict opinion doesn’t forbid it, but merely 
holds that it is preferable during the day. The Arizal was very stringent about this based on mystical 
teachings. The Piskei Teshuvos writes that even the Arizal permits saying Tehillim at night for the sake 
of prayer, not study. Others add that studying the Written Torah with a commentary is allowed, for it is 
then considered part of the Oral Law. Additionally, some permit study at night on Shabbos and Yom Tov. 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ר׳ ַאֲהֹרן ַאְרֵיה לֵײּב  was born in Belarus, Russia, to ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם
 ,and Maita Kalmanowitz. He studied in Zweil (ָרב) ַזַצ״ל
Eishishok, and at age 18 he went to the Slabodka יָבה  ,ְישִׁ

where he learned ְּבַחְברּוָתא with ה ינקל ר׳ ֹמשֶׁ פִׁ  (son of the Alter of Slabodka). 
He received יָכה  of several ָרב and served as ְגדֹוֵלי ַהדֹור from many of the ְסמִׁ
Eastern European ּלֹות ר ר׳ He helped .ְקהִׁ ים עֹוזֶׁ ַחיִׁ  run his יבֹות  He .ַוַעד ַהְישִׁ
escaped to the United States in 1940. He was a tireless rescue activist on 
behalf of the millions of Jews trapped in the Middle East, Nazi Europe and 
the USSR. He established the United States branch of the Mir in 1946. In the 
1950s  he  successfully  lobbied  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  granting  North 
African and Syrian Jews special immigration status. 

 ב׳ אדר
5651 — 5724 
1891 — 1964 

R' Avraham Kalmanowitz ַזַצ״ל had an 
appointment in Washington, DC, and stayed 
at the home of R' Friedlander of Baltimore. 
That night, a heavy snow fell and no taxis 
were    running.    At    4:00    a.m.    R'   
Kalmanowitz started to leave the house. 
When R' Friedlander asked him where he 
was going, he replied, "I am walking ... I 
cannot miss the appointment. Our children 
are freezing in Siberia, and they are starving in 
Shanghai, and we are sleeping?” R'  Kalmanowitz did not 
even have galoshes on his feet! 

in honor of the marriage of Meir and Raizy Stefansky

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

The Sassover Rebbe arranged a meeting with his 
bank manager to request that the bank issue 

checkbooks for him that had no name indicating 
who had written the check.

The father was surprised 
at his visitor’s request.

As the man was getting up to leave…

After a long time…

The man waited until the Rebbe left 
and then went down to check...

The Rebbe’s loving heart was surpassed only 
by his generous hand. One time he went to visit 
a needy person who was marrying off a child.

Rabbi, this form 
of charity is such a noble 

idea! I have given my approval. 
After all, there are over 250,000 

pounds* passing through this 
account annually, so your “no-

name” checks will be easily 
identifiable.

I greatly 
appreciate 

your approval. 
Thank you, sir. 

May you be 
blessed!

Here are the keys! 
I just finished 

loading the car!

Hm!

My chasunah present is downstairs. 
Please, can I borrow your car keys? I 

will put it in the boot.*
Rebbe, thank you, but 

please, it is ridiculous for 
the Rebbe to...

י”א סיון   2003 - 1910  5763 - 5670

R’ Simcha Rubin was born in Sassov (Galicia, Poland) to the famed Sassover Rebbe, 
 moved with his ,ר’ חנוך הנך דוב ,In 1922 the Rebbe .דבורה ז”ל and Rebbetzin ר’ חנוך הנך דוב זצ”ל
family to England and opened a בית המדרש in Whitechapel (London’s East End). When his 
father was נפטר suddenly in 1929, young R’ Simcha became the Rebbe. In 1930, R’ Simcha 
married the daughter of R’ Dov Heschel of Lvov, a descendant of the Ohev Yisrael. 
During WWII, by which time he had moved from Whitechapel to Golders Green, R’ Simcha 
opened his home to child refugees and arranged for hundreds of children to stay 
in kosher hostels. R’ Simcha was a great תלמיד חכם, but like the Rebbe reb Moshe Leib, 
who was known as “the father of widows and orphans,” he was most renowned for 

his love of people from all backgrounds and for his acts of great חסד.

Oy! I was so busy 
I didn’t realize, but it’s 

over an hour and a half 
since the Rebbe came. He 

must have walked home with 
my car keys by mistake! 

I’d better go over to his 
house.

There are so many 
needy people. Am I giving enough 

tzedakah? I must keep reminding myself, “Men 
darf nisht zayn git mit yeder EINER, ober men 
darf zein git tzu yeder EINER - One shouldn’t 
be [best] friends with everyone, but must be 
good to everyone. Tzedakah must be given 

to every Jew!

Gevaldig! Here is everything a 
young couple could possibly need 

to start a home. The tzedakah of the 
Rebbe is unbelievable!

*British currency

*trunk, in England

Mitzvah bo yoiser mibishlucho - The 
mitzvah is greater when I do it myself! I 

want to do this mitzvah fully. I insist! I want 
to be the one to put the gift into the car.

Well then, all 
right.

OK... thank 
you!
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 And these are the ordinances that you shall place before 
them.             ים שִּ ר תָּ ים ֲאשֶּ טִּ ְשפָּ ה ַהמִּ ְשמֹות כא:א( …)ְוֵאלֶּ   
 The ו, which serves as a conjunction, transforms the word 
ה  these, to "and these." This indicates that there is a connection ,ֵאלֶּ
between this ה שָּ רָּ ת  and the previous one, which detailed the פָּ רֶּ ֲעשֶּ
ְברֹות ְזֵבחַ  and the ַהדִּ ״י .מִּ א cites the ַרשִּ יְלתָּ  which says that, just as ְמכִּ
those ְצֹות יַני were given to us at מִּ  these laws that are mentioned ,ַהר סִּ
in ים טִּ ְשפָּ ַשת מִּ רָּ ם ַלֲחֵברֹו which are primarily ,פָּ  between man and ,ֵבין ָאדָּ
his fellow man, were also given to us at יַני  The question is .ַהר סִּ
obvious:  Was  it  necessary  to  command  us  to  observe  "rational" 
logic-based ְצֹות  that, for the most part, apply to all nations? Could מִּ
they not have been decided by earthly Jewish courts? 
 R' Eliyahu Schlessinger, ״א יטָּ  explains that the question ,ַשלִּ
itself indicates a lack of understanding about the essence of ְצֹות  He .מִּ
relates a comment he heard from the Admor of Pittsburgh, R' 
Avrohom Abba Leifer ַזַצ״ל. On one of the Rebbe’s fund-raising trips to 
the U.S. to raise money for his institutions in ֵאל ְשרָּ ץ יִּ רֶּ  he noticed ,אֶּ
that there were two steering wheels in the cab! On the left side was 
the driver's steering column with all of the gadgets necessary to drive 
the car. On the right, passenger side, was a steering wheel similar to 
the one used by the driver. The Rebbe asked the driver to explain this 
anomaly. 
 "Rabbi, I have a young son who bothers me endlessly when I 
drive.  He  always  wants  to  control  everything  I  do.  To  avoid  any 

problems, I made him a steering wheel that he can use while he sits 
with me in the front seat. Needless to say, the steering wheel is not 
connected to anything. It cannot in any way affect the direction in 
which the car is traveling." 
 The  Rebbe  derived  a  very  important  message  from  this 
episode. There are many who feel that they are steering the world. We 
are constantly opening the newspaper to read about the great movers 
and shakers of the secular world and the impact that they have on the 
way we live. It almost allows one to believe that they have some form 
of power. They are steering the car, turning the wheel right and left.  
 This is their mistake, and, in many cases, it is also ours. Yes, 
they are turning the wheel, but their steering wheel is not connected. 
What they do has no effect on the guidance of the world. It is the 
"other" steering wheel on the driver's side that controls the car. Those 
controls are in ה׳’s hands. The other controls are present for the 
"young children" to "play with" as they please. Otherwise, they have 
no significance. 
ְצֹות has determined the "rules of the road" of life, the ה׳   מִּ
that are Divinely ordained. ה׳ has the real steering wheel, and He 
decides the direction in which we will travel. Thus, at יַני  we also סִּ
received those ְצֹות ים in מִּ טִּ ְשפָּ ַשת מִּ רָּ  that deal with human פָּ
relationships. These ְצֹות  with their intricacies as expounded and ,מִּ
elucidated by ֲחַז״ל, are part of the Heavenly steering column. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah - Ninth Series (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)  

TorahThoughts

פרשה: משפטים     מפטיר: שקלים     הפטרה:  ויכרת יהוידע... )מלכים ב יא:יז-יב:יז(

מברכים ר״ח אדר )מולד יום חמישי בשעה:  חלקים 3 + 15:09(

דף יומי: עבודה זרה כ״ו      משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם, ותן טל ומטר,  ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(

מצות עשה: 23      מצות לא תעשה: 30



There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ContestThe 4th Annual Pirchei שובביםLearning Contest ערב שבת
 This week is the final week of the ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם contest. It is not too late to join the amazing ִקּדּוׁש ד׳ of the hundreds of ְלִמיִדים  who have תַּ
participated until now. Whether you are from Denver (CO), Chicago (IL), Baltimore (MD), Lakewood / Piscataway Township-Edison (NJ), Brooklyn / 
Kew  Gardens / Fallsburg (NY), Cleveland / Wickliffe (OH), Pittsburgh (PA), Johannesburg (South Africa),  Gateshead  / Manchester (UK), or 
elsewhere, you can still be a part of it.  
 The Pirchei Agudas Yisroel Newsletter ְרּגּום  :program has been designed as follows ְׁשנִַּים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד תַּ

• Boys in 1st & 2nd grade should complete the ָפָרָׁשה until ׁשֵ ִֵני. 
• 3rd grade until ְׁשִליִׁשי. 
• 4th grade until ְרִביִעי. 
• 5th grade until ֲחִמיִׁשי. 
• 6th grade until ִׁשִׁשי. 
• 7th and 8th grades should complete the entire ָפָרָׁשה. 

 To join the contest, please send a weekly fax signed by a parent to 718 506 9633 – include your grade, name, school, city, state, contact 
and fax #. Participants will be entered in a raffle for a beautiful set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים. 
 We will אי״ה be announcing the names of those who are entered into the ְרּגּום  contest (faxes must be received by ְׁשנִַּים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד תַּ
Monday at 7:00 p.m.). Below are the current contestants: 
Grade 1 – Emanuel Babazadeh, Menachem Breuer, Yoel Baruch Czeisler, Yehuda Aryeh Leib Fireworker, Elazar Hirsch, Ahron Huss, Orie Joudai, 
Efraim Khaimov,  Moshe Klein,  Moshe Lazor,  Shmuel Lebowitz,  Moshe Mandelman,  Yosef Mayer,  Binyamin Minzer,  Yehuda Rosengarten,  Chaim 
Kalman Rubinstein,  Ahron Meir Safier,  Eliyahu Meir Schilit,  Yoseph Shafer,  Avi Stroh,  Nosson Eliyah Teller,  Shmuel Weingarten,  Dovid Weinstein, 
Rafael Weiser, Hillel Wertzberger, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Yitzchak Harari-Raful, David Sonanes, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Shua Herman, 
Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Yisroel Isser Gross, Eliyohu Pitter, Fallsburg Cheder School; Fallsburg, NY; Dovi Danziger, Yeshivas Kochav 
Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Binyamin Zorach Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Chaim Yaakov Aminifard, Moshele Weinberg, Yeshiva 
Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 2 – Josh Berger,  Eitan Ganchrow,  Boruch Goldfein,  Tzvi Harmen,  Dani Kertzner,  Avrohom Wolf,  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Yechiel Goldfein, 
Yeshiva Darchei Aliya; Avrohom Chaim Toplan, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst; Yisroel Kaplan, Yitzchok Lowy, Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Chaim Aschendorf, 
Chaim  Bash,  Avrohom  Dovid  Blum,  Eli Brody,  Efraim  Cohen,  Binyomin  Zev  Florans,  Efraim  Friedman,  Nachi  Goldstein,  Avi  Grossberger,  Tzvi 
Gruenberg, Zevi Hirsch, Aharon Itzkowitz, Shlomo Dov Kelman, Yair Lasry, Chaim Lederer, Yechiel Yehudah Minzer, Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Chagai 
Saadon, Shlomo Zalman Salgo, Mordechai Slomovics, Avrohom Vaiselberg, Nesanel Vaiselberg, Yaakov Wagschal, Dovi Worenklein, Nosson Yaiche,  
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Shaul Mizrahi, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Rupp, Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Shmulie Nebenzahl, Yeshiva Orchos 
Chaim;  Lakewood,  NJ;  Moshe  Lasar,  Yeshiva  Shaare  Tzion;  Piscataway  Township/Edison,  NJ;  Yehuda  Leibowitz,  Hillel  Academy  of  Pittsburgh; 
Pittsburgh, PA; Chanoch Lurie, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Yehoshua Boruch Aminifard, Yeshiva Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 3 – Meir Benhamo, Moshe Dahan, Moshe Eliezer Kahan, Dovid Mordechai, Daniel Shilman, Zev Yankovich, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Nesanel 
Yehuda Keller, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Moshe Bentzion Blum, Moshe Brachfeld, Shmuel Hass, Shaya Landau, Avrohom Zev Levitin, Motti Neuman,  
Yisroel Silberberg, Tzvi Eli Stern, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Aharon Taibi, Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Brooklyn, NY;  Moishy Laskin, Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; 
Monsey, NY; Tuli Aron, Yeshivas Ohr Boruch D’Veitzen; Aron Tzvi Papoff, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Nachman Berger, Mordechai Bergstein, 
Yitzchok Daum, Nosson Koppel, Gershon Korb, Dovid Lemberger, Yisroel Presser, Menachem Halevi Sommers, Moishe Ungar, Menachem Mendel 
Weber, Nosson Meir Wenger, Aryeh Leib Wikler, Yeshiva Toras Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Avromi Atlas, Shmuel Yoel Bondi, Shmuel Moshe Brody, Yossi 
Cohen, Yehuda Mendel Ellenberg, Dovi Feldman, Yisroel Friedman, Yissachar Dov Goodman, Ezra Ephraim Grosberg, Yisroel Noach Kerzner, Moshe 
Kleiner,  Binyamin Kroll, Shalom Yosef Leybovich, Avraham Yehuda Librowicz, Yitzchok Chaim Mahpari, Yehoshua Neuberger, Aryeh Romanoff,  
Moishe Rosen, Yitzchok Rosenbaum, Yisroel Yaacov Salazar, Yitzchok Schlein, Akiva Schnitzer, Shmuel Yakov Schoemann, Dovid Shnidman, Yisroel 
Noach Sofer, Yehuda Stein, Avraham Shmuel Victor, Avrumi Wagner, Binyomin Weinstein, Moshe Weiskopf, Yaakov Wolf, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok;  
Baltimore, MD;  Yossi Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School;  Cincinnati, OH;  Moshe Heinemann, Yitzchok Weinberger, Yeshiva Derech HaTorah;  
Cleveland, OH; Yisroel Leibowitz, Hillel Academy of Pittsburgh; Pittsburgh, PA. 
Grade 4 – Meir Nass, The Cheder; Boruch Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Eliyohu Helberg, Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Gavriel Barach, Yaakov Bergman, 
Avi Bistritsky, Pinny Danzger, Avrohom Meir Fried, Daniel Gershbaum, Simcha Eliyahu Goldenberg, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Ahron Yehuda 
Herbstman, Ari Korsinsky, Shuey Lang, Yerachmiel Lasker, Akiva Lieberman, Boruch Leib Mandel, Dovi Mendelovitz, Anshel Rosenberg, Shmueli 
Schachter, Dovid Silbert, Dovi Werner, Shmuel Wertzberger, Naftali Wohlgemuth, Yitzy Yaiche, Eli Zafir, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Shloimy 
Herman, Yeshiva Tiferes  Moshe;  Kew  Gardens,  NY;  Refoel  Shmuel  Ehrman,  Yeshaya  Gross,  Meshulem  Knopfler,  Gershon  Pitter,  Pesach  Thav,  
Nosson  Mayer Weisberger, Fallsburg Cheder School; Fallsburg, NY; Aryeh Baron, Uri Simcha Ginsparg, Levi Gutkin, Eli Lichtman, Dani Mermelstein, 
Zev Montrose, Tani Nudell, Yonah Pike, Uziel Ruben, Nosson Meir Schwabacher, Yitzchok Simkin, Shemuel Strimling, Akiva Tukarskiy, Yaakov Meir 
Tuman, Dovi Weinberg, Yedida Yitzhak, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Eytan Barth, Binyomin Friedman, Yosef Gerstman, Moshe Gross, Menachem 
Michael, Dovid Wetstein, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Yehuda Basah, Yisroel Daniel,  Ami Hefter, Ari Horan, Shmuel Horowitz, Dovid Noach Jacobovitz, 
Shmuel Nudell, Elchonon Simcha Sheffield, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Elazar Friedman, Dovy Goldstein, Moshe Katzman, Shua 
Manory, Chaim Eliyahu Roland, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Dovi Silverberg, Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 5 – Meir Stimler, Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana;  Yaakov Ezra Meller, Azaria Toplan, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst;  Shlomo Moshayev, Yeshiva of 
Brooklyn;  Yosef Friedman,  Yeshiva Ohr Shraga;  Chaim Davis,  Adiel Duchovny,  Ami Ledereich,  Yitzy Merav,  Yoni Solomon,  Moshe Menachem 
Tirnauer,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Moshe Sonanes,  Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Brooklyn, NY;  Shloime Aron,  Meir Dov Wachs,  Yeshivas Ohr Boruch 
D’Veitzen; Chicago, IL; Yosef Chaim Bamberger, Shmuel Dovid Eichorn, Yisroel Meir Feinberg,  Yaakov Yitzchok Feldman, Simcha Hopfer, Binyomin 
Knopf, Mordechai Radzyner, Meir Riselsheimer, Mordechai Schubert, Dovid Shnidman, Avrohom Simcha Stoll, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, 
MD; Tzvi Yehuda Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim;  Lakewood, NJ;  Cobi Scherer, Yonason Singer,  Cincinnati Hebrew Day School;  Cincinnati, OH;  
Dovid Bodenstein, Dovid Heinemann, Yaakov Klein, Menachem Klein, Eliezer Lerman, Simcha Levovitz, Tzvi Levy, Shmueli Nussbaum, Sholom Nosson 
Schnurmann,  Ahron Stein,  Sholom Weinberg,  Yeshiva Derech Hatorah;  Cleveland, OH;  Aharon Tzvi Goldberg,  Sha-Arei Torah Primary School; 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 
Grade 6 – Mordechai Kaplan, Shimshon Nakdimen, Eliyahu Nass, The Cheder; Menachem Manis Lang, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Eliezer Abba Meller, 
Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst;  Yosef Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah;  Dovi Hirsch, Moshe Simcha Itzkowitz, Yitzi Lang, Tzvi Elimelech Levitin, 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY;  Tzvi Ferber, Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY;  Yossie Atlas, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD;  Ahron 
Shlomo Davis, Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 7 – Eliyohu Falik, Chezky Kaplinsky, The Cheder; Binyamin Baumgarten, Chaim Ezriel Czitter, Shaul Davis, Yitzchok Shlomo Federman, Shlomo 
Zalman Freedman, Shimon Kelemer, Sholom Yosef Klein, Avraham Yitzchok Levine, Moshe Mousseiri, Tuvia Neiman, Refoel  Pomerantz, Binyamin 
Yeshay Prengler, Dov Shain, Aharon  Tendler, Avi Weinman, Aaron Tzvi Weiss, Dovid Zelikovitz, Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana; Eliyahu Benhamo, Shimmy 
Boshnack, Yossi Fruchter, Chaim Messinger, Dovid Orrin, Shmuel Ahron Shedrowitzky, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;   Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin 
Stolin;  Moshe Levy, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst; Mayer Ozer Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Tzviki Herman, Yeshiva Tiferes 
Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Yossi Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 8 – Sholom Aharon Meller, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst;  Refoel Yitzchok Friedman, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga; Haim Sonanes, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; 
Brooklyn, NY; Moshe Hirsh Papoff, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Menachem Cohen, Ezra Doron, Yeshaya Fund, Nosson Green,  Aharon Gudosham,  
Eliyahu Gutman, Noach Hess, Tzvi Kacerman, Yeshaya A. Kanner, Reuven Kassin, Eliezer Kastan, Moishy Lesser, Shlomo Malakh, Tzvi Max, Yeshaya 
Miller, Yossi Pollak, Aharon Chaim Roporrowitz, Dovi Weinberger, Nosson Meir Weisberg, Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Lakewood, NJ; Mendy Sher, Hillel 
Academy; Denver, CO; Mordechai Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH. 

The Power of Tears/WordsLiving   Torahwith 
the

ַאְלָמָנה ְוָיתֹום לֹא ְתַעּנּון )ְשמֹות כב:כא(…   
 You shall not persecute any widow or orphan. 
 One tear. Who can imagine the power and influence of a 
tear shed by a poor widow, grieving over her loss, which is magnified 
every  time  she  senses  that  vacuum  in  her  life,  the  feeling  of 
helplessness  and  loneliness  that  have  now  become  her  partner? 
Indeed, we cannot begin to calculate the value, the power and the 
influence generated by the tears of the broken-hearted. Every tear 
pierces through the heavens and is gathered before the Heavenly 
Throne, where הקב״ה holds it close to Him, cherishing every drop. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yitzchok Zilberstein, ַשִליָט״א, relates a poignant story that 
illustrates the value of a tear: It was time to elect a Chief Rabbi for 
 The people were encouraged to vote for R' Chaim Yaakov .ְירּוָשַלִים
Levin, a very suitable candidate for the position of Chief Rabbi. When 
R'  Levin  heard  this,  he  made  it  a  point  to  see  who  else  had 
been nominated. Noting that R' Betzalel Zolty, ַזַצ״ל, was also a 
candidate, he immediately said that under no circumstances would 
he run. After some time, he explained the reason for his refusal to his 
close friends. 
 Apparently, his father, the venerable R' Aryeh Levin, ַזַצ״ל, 
related that once he was walking through the alleyways of ְירּוָשַלִים at 
night when he came upon a woman mending socks by the light of a 
small torch. Perhaps today we cannot relate to this, but 70 years ago, 
when  one’s  socks  had  a  hole  in  them,  they  were  repaired,  not 
replaced. Usually, it was some poor woman who darned these socks 
for the meager pay she earned. 
 “Why are you doing this,” asked R' Aryeh of the woman, 
“and especially with so little light?” 
 “I am a poor widow. With the few coins I make, I am able to 
pay the ֶרִבי who learns ּתֹוָרה with my orphaned son.” The woman 
kept on sewing, as her tears trickled down on the socks that she was 
mending. 
 “Do  you  know  who  this  widow  was?”  asked  R'  Chaim 
Yaakov. “She was R' Betzalel Zolty’s mother! Is it possible to estimate 
the value and effect of her tears? R' Zolty should become the ָרב of 
 His spiritual growth began on a field irrigated by the tears of .ְירּוָשַלִים

a widow!” 
∞ ∞ ∞ 

 Words are cheap, and emotions may run high. We might 
inadvertently say something that we regret later on. What we do not 
understand is that words have an effect and might cause irreparable 
damage to another person, as the following story illustrates: A certain 
ְיִשיַבת  related that as a young man he was a student at ְירּוָשַלִים in ַרב
 The woman who came nightly to clean the floor .ְירּוָשַלִים in ְסָלִנים
would bring her children, who, because of their youth, could not be 
left home alone. Of course, the children did not grasp the importance 
of the ּתֹוָרה study going on in the ית ַהִמְדָרש  Thus, the noise level of .בֵּ
these children often disturbed those who were learning. 
 One  night,  the  noise  level  became  intolerable  for  the 
student. He told the woman that it would be a good idea for her to 
discipline her children. Beset with enough difficulties, the woman 
said, “Would that you not experience ַצַער ִגידּול ָבִנים (children 
problems)!” At the time, the young man felt the woman was telling 
him  in  a  nice  way,  “You  just  do  not  understand  my  lot  in  life!” 
Undoubtedly, this was her intention. But these words, issued by a 
widow in pain, had a tragic effect. 
 Years went by. The young man met his bashert, and they 
married. They had a blissful marriage, except for one serious concern 
— they were not blessed with children. They traveled all over in 
search of the doctor, the drug, the miracle that would grant them 
children, to no avail. They were rapidly approaching middle age, and 
still no child. 
 Then he remembered the incident, many years earlier, 
concerning the cleaning woman, her children, his rebuke and her 
response. Suddenly, he realized that what he had understood as a 
passing comment about life was in truth a curse. He located the 
woman and visited her, begging forgiveness for his impatience and 
impudent remark made many years earlier. She was happy to forgive 
him and even added that those children were today great ּתֹוָרה 
scholars serving in positions of distinction throughout ל  .ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָראֵּ
Nine months later, the couple was blessed with a child, after 24 years 
of marriage.  

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Avraham Kalmanowitz ַזַצ״ל 
singlehandedly saved thousands of refugees 
from Europe and the Middle East during and 
after WWII. His plans often looked like they 
were going to fail, but with ד׳’s assistance he 
prevailed. Below are a few excerpts regarding a 
famous episode. 
 “R' Avraham’s first priority was to 
collect money to secure Polish passports for the 
Mirrer Yeshivah. The Polish Embassies tripled 
their passport fees, so the money he collected 
was now only a third of what was needed….
 “Once the passports were taken care 
of, emigration was the next problem – where 
to? Almost every country had closed their 
doors, including the United States. Time was 
running out…  

 “R' Avraham found a solution: They 
could   obtain   visas   to   Curacao   (a   Dutch 
Caribbean island). These visas needed to be 
secured  via  the  Dutch  consulate,  and  then 
Japanese transit visas could be issued. Then 
came another major financial problem. This 
plan required that each person must travel in 
the highest class. The Russians also doubled the 
price,   and   then   demanded   payment   in 
American dollars... 
 “Miraculously, all of these obstacles 
were overcome. Then, when the יָבה  arrived ְישִׁ
in Vladivostok, and from there by boat to the 
Japanese port of Kobe, Japan bombed Pearl 
Harbor. The U.S. declared war on Japan, and 
the Polish Government in Exile followed suit, 
making all Polish citizens enemies of Japan. The 
יָבה  was forced to remain in Japan and ְישִׁ

needed funds desperately, but for Americans to 
send money to Japan was considered aiding the 
enemy!  R'  Avraham  persevered  and  went 
directly to the Secretary of the Treasury, Henry 
Morgenthau, Jr. With his broken English he 
explained to an assimilated Jew about his 
יָבה  s dilemma! He was advised to send’ְישִׁ
money via Switzerland.” 
 My יד  today there are many ,ַתְלמִׁ
thousands of new families in ְשָרֵאל  that are ְכַלל יִׁ
a direct result of R' Avraham’s relentless war 
efforts. He knew what ד׳ wanted from him and 
taught by example that if you are doing the 
right thing, don’t be fazed by difficulties. The 
more you try, the greater will be the success. 

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִׁ     ְיהִׁ
ידּות י Your  ,ְבְידִׁ  ֶרבִׁ

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

FocusonMiddos

ִגים  *ַמָזל ּדָ
ֶדשׁש ֲאָדר  רֹואשׁש חוֹו

Halacha 
Corner

plural.  
 The ֵסֶפר תֹוָדָעה explains that since ֹחֶדׁש ֲאָדר could be 

doubled (as it will be next year), the ַמָזל is doubled as well. 

 The ַמָזל of ֲאָדר is ָדִגים, fish. Except for the ַמָזלֹות of 
אּוִמים ַנִים twins, and ,תְּ  scales, that must be written in ,מֹאזְּ
the plural form, this is the only ֹחֶדׁש for which the ַמָזל is 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.



There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ContestThe 4th Annual Pirchei שובביםLearning Contest ערב שבת
 This week is the final week of the ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם contest. It is not too late to join the amazing ִקּדּוׁש ד׳ of the hundreds of ְלִמיִדים  who have תַּ
participated until now. Whether you are from Denver (CO), Chicago (IL), Baltimore (MD), Lakewood / Piscataway Township-Edison (NJ), Brooklyn / 
Kew  Gardens / Fallsburg (NY), Cleveland / Wickliffe (OH), Pittsburgh (PA), Johannesburg (South Africa),  Gateshead  / Manchester (UK), or 
elsewhere, you can still be a part of it.  
 The Pirchei Agudas Yisroel Newsletter ְרּגּום  :program has been designed as follows ְׁשנִַּים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד תַּ

• Boys in 1st & 2nd grade should complete the ָפָרָׁשה until ׁשֵ ִֵני. 
• 3rd grade until ְׁשִליִׁשי. 
• 4th grade until ְרִביִעי. 
• 5th grade until ֲחִמיִׁשי. 
• 6th grade until ִׁשִׁשי. 
• 7th and 8th grades should complete the entire ָפָרָׁשה. 

 To join the contest, please send a weekly fax signed by a parent to 718 506 9633 – include your grade, name, school, city, state, contact 
and fax #. Participants will be entered in a raffle for a beautiful set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים. 
 We will אי״ה be announcing the names of those who are entered into the ְרּגּום  contest (faxes must be received by ְׁשנִַּים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד תַּ
Monday at 7:00 p.m.). Below are the current contestants: 
Grade 1 – Emanuel Babazadeh, Menachem Breuer, Yoel Baruch Czeisler, Yehuda Aryeh Leib Fireworker, Elazar Hirsch, Ahron Huss, Orie Joudai, 
Efraim Khaimov,  Moshe Klein,  Moshe Lazor,  Shmuel Lebowitz,  Moshe Mandelman,  Yosef Mayer,  Binyamin Minzer,  Yehuda Rosengarten,  Chaim 
Kalman Rubinstein,  Ahron Meir Safier,  Eliyahu Meir Schilit,  Yoseph Shafer,  Avi Stroh,  Nosson Eliyah Teller,  Shmuel Weingarten,  Dovid Weinstein, 
Rafael Weiser, Hillel Wertzberger, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Yitzchak Harari-Raful, David Sonanes, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Shua Herman, 
Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Yisroel Isser Gross, Eliyohu Pitter, Fallsburg Cheder School; Fallsburg, NY; Dovi Danziger, Yeshivas Kochav 
Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Binyamin Zorach Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Chaim Yaakov Aminifard, Moshele Weinberg, Yeshiva 
Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 2 – Josh Berger,  Eitan Ganchrow,  Boruch Goldfein,  Tzvi Harmen,  Dani Kertzner,  Avrohom Wolf,  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Yechiel Goldfein, 
Yeshiva Darchei Aliya; Avrohom Chaim Toplan, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst; Yisroel Kaplan, Yitzchok Lowy, Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Chaim Aschendorf, 
Chaim  Bash,  Avrohom  Dovid  Blum,  Eli Brody,  Efraim  Cohen,  Binyomin  Zev  Florans,  Efraim  Friedman,  Nachi  Goldstein,  Avi  Grossberger,  Tzvi 
Gruenberg, Zevi Hirsch, Aharon Itzkowitz, Shlomo Dov Kelman, Yair Lasry, Chaim Lederer, Yechiel Yehudah Minzer, Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Chagai 
Saadon, Shlomo Zalman Salgo, Mordechai Slomovics, Avrohom Vaiselberg, Nesanel Vaiselberg, Yaakov Wagschal, Dovi Worenklein, Nosson Yaiche,  
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Shaul Mizrahi, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Rupp, Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Shmulie Nebenzahl, Yeshiva Orchos 
Chaim;  Lakewood,  NJ;  Moshe  Lasar,  Yeshiva  Shaare  Tzion;  Piscataway  Township/Edison,  NJ;  Yehuda  Leibowitz,  Hillel  Academy  of  Pittsburgh; 
Pittsburgh, PA; Chanoch Lurie, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Yehoshua Boruch Aminifard, Yeshiva Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 3 – Meir Benhamo, Moshe Dahan, Moshe Eliezer Kahan, Dovid Mordechai, Daniel Shilman, Zev Yankovich, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Nesanel 
Yehuda Keller, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Moshe Bentzion Blum, Moshe Brachfeld, Shmuel Hass, Shaya Landau, Avrohom Zev Levitin, Motti Neuman,  
Yisroel Silberberg, Tzvi Eli Stern, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Aharon Taibi, Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Brooklyn, NY;  Moishy Laskin, Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; 
Monsey, NY; Tuli Aron, Yeshivas Ohr Boruch D’Veitzen; Aron Tzvi Papoff, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Nachman Berger, Mordechai Bergstein, 
Yitzchok Daum, Nosson Koppel, Gershon Korb, Dovid Lemberger, Yisroel Presser, Menachem Halevi Sommers, Moishe Ungar, Menachem Mendel 
Weber, Nosson Meir Wenger, Aryeh Leib Wikler, Yeshiva Toras Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Avromi Atlas, Shmuel Yoel Bondi, Shmuel Moshe Brody, Yossi 
Cohen, Yehuda Mendel Ellenberg, Dovi Feldman, Yisroel Friedman, Yissachar Dov Goodman, Ezra Ephraim Grosberg, Yisroel Noach Kerzner, Moshe 
Kleiner,  Binyamin Kroll, Shalom Yosef Leybovich, Avraham Yehuda Librowicz, Yitzchok Chaim Mahpari, Yehoshua Neuberger, Aryeh Romanoff,  
Moishe Rosen, Yitzchok Rosenbaum, Yisroel Yaacov Salazar, Yitzchok Schlein, Akiva Schnitzer, Shmuel Yakov Schoemann, Dovid Shnidman, Yisroel 
Noach Sofer, Yehuda Stein, Avraham Shmuel Victor, Avrumi Wagner, Binyomin Weinstein, Moshe Weiskopf, Yaakov Wolf, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok;  
Baltimore, MD;  Yossi Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School;  Cincinnati, OH;  Moshe Heinemann, Yitzchok Weinberger, Yeshiva Derech HaTorah;  
Cleveland, OH; Yisroel Leibowitz, Hillel Academy of Pittsburgh; Pittsburgh, PA. 
Grade 4 – Meir Nass, The Cheder; Boruch Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Eliyohu Helberg, Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Gavriel Barach, Yaakov Bergman, 
Avi Bistritsky, Pinny Danzger, Avrohom Meir Fried, Daniel Gershbaum, Simcha Eliyahu Goldenberg, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Ahron Yehuda 
Herbstman, Ari Korsinsky, Shuey Lang, Yerachmiel Lasker, Akiva Lieberman, Boruch Leib Mandel, Dovi Mendelovitz, Anshel Rosenberg, Shmueli 
Schachter, Dovid Silbert, Dovi Werner, Shmuel Wertzberger, Naftali Wohlgemuth, Yitzy Yaiche, Eli Zafir, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Shloimy 
Herman, Yeshiva Tiferes  Moshe;  Kew  Gardens,  NY;  Refoel  Shmuel  Ehrman,  Yeshaya  Gross,  Meshulem  Knopfler,  Gershon  Pitter,  Pesach  Thav,  
Nosson  Mayer Weisberger, Fallsburg Cheder School; Fallsburg, NY; Aryeh Baron, Uri Simcha Ginsparg, Levi Gutkin, Eli Lichtman, Dani Mermelstein, 
Zev Montrose, Tani Nudell, Yonah Pike, Uziel Ruben, Nosson Meir Schwabacher, Yitzchok Simkin, Shemuel Strimling, Akiva Tukarskiy, Yaakov Meir 
Tuman, Dovi Weinberg, Yedida Yitzhak, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Eytan Barth, Binyomin Friedman, Yosef Gerstman, Moshe Gross, Menachem 
Michael, Dovid Wetstein, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Yehuda Basah, Yisroel Daniel,  Ami Hefter, Ari Horan, Shmuel Horowitz, Dovid Noach Jacobovitz, 
Shmuel Nudell, Elchonon Simcha Sheffield, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Elazar Friedman, Dovy Goldstein, Moshe Katzman, Shua 
Manory, Chaim Eliyahu Roland, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Dovi Silverberg, Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 5 – Meir Stimler, Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana;  Yaakov Ezra Meller, Azaria Toplan, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst;  Shlomo Moshayev, Yeshiva of 
Brooklyn;  Yosef Friedman,  Yeshiva Ohr Shraga;  Chaim Davis,  Adiel Duchovny,  Ami Ledereich,  Yitzy Merav,  Yoni Solomon,  Moshe Menachem 
Tirnauer,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Moshe Sonanes,  Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Brooklyn, NY;  Shloime Aron,  Meir Dov Wachs,  Yeshivas Ohr Boruch 
D’Veitzen; Chicago, IL; Yosef Chaim Bamberger, Shmuel Dovid Eichorn, Yisroel Meir Feinberg,  Yaakov Yitzchok Feldman, Simcha Hopfer, Binyomin 
Knopf, Mordechai Radzyner, Meir Riselsheimer, Mordechai Schubert, Dovid Shnidman, Avrohom Simcha Stoll, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, 
MD; Tzvi Yehuda Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim;  Lakewood, NJ;  Cobi Scherer, Yonason Singer,  Cincinnati Hebrew Day School;  Cincinnati, OH;  
Dovid Bodenstein, Dovid Heinemann, Yaakov Klein, Menachem Klein, Eliezer Lerman, Simcha Levovitz, Tzvi Levy, Shmueli Nussbaum, Sholom Nosson 
Schnurmann,  Ahron Stein,  Sholom Weinberg,  Yeshiva Derech Hatorah;  Cleveland, OH;  Aharon Tzvi Goldberg,  Sha-Arei Torah Primary School; 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 
Grade 6 – Mordechai Kaplan, Shimshon Nakdimen, Eliyahu Nass, The Cheder; Menachem Manis Lang, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Eliezer Abba Meller, 
Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst;  Yosef Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah;  Dovi Hirsch, Moshe Simcha Itzkowitz, Yitzi Lang, Tzvi Elimelech Levitin, 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY;  Tzvi Ferber, Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY;  Yossie Atlas, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD;  Ahron 
Shlomo Davis, Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 7 – Eliyohu Falik, Chezky Kaplinsky, The Cheder; Binyamin Baumgarten, Chaim Ezriel Czitter, Shaul Davis, Yitzchok Shlomo Federman, Shlomo 
Zalman Freedman, Shimon Kelemer, Sholom Yosef Klein, Avraham Yitzchok Levine, Moshe Mousseiri, Tuvia Neiman, Refoel  Pomerantz, Binyamin 
Yeshay Prengler, Dov Shain, Aharon  Tendler, Avi Weinman, Aaron Tzvi Weiss, Dovid Zelikovitz, Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana; Eliyahu Benhamo, Shimmy 
Boshnack, Yossi Fruchter, Chaim Messinger, Dovid Orrin, Shmuel Ahron Shedrowitzky, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;   Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin 
Stolin;  Moshe Levy, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst; Mayer Ozer Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Tzviki Herman, Yeshiva Tiferes 
Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Yossi Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 8 – Sholom Aharon Meller, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst;  Refoel Yitzchok Friedman, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga; Haim Sonanes, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; 
Brooklyn, NY; Moshe Hirsh Papoff, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Menachem Cohen, Ezra Doron, Yeshaya Fund, Nosson Green,  Aharon Gudosham,  
Eliyahu Gutman, Noach Hess, Tzvi Kacerman, Yeshaya A. Kanner, Reuven Kassin, Eliezer Kastan, Moishy Lesser, Shlomo Malakh, Tzvi Max, Yeshaya 
Miller, Yossi Pollak, Aharon Chaim Roporrowitz, Dovi Weinberger, Nosson Meir Weisberg, Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Lakewood, NJ; Mendy Sher, Hillel 
Academy; Denver, CO; Mordechai Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH. 

The Power of Tears/WordsLiving   Torahwith 
the

ַאְלָמָנה ְוָיתֹום לֹא ְתַעּנּון )ְשמֹות כב:כא(…   
 You shall not persecute any widow or orphan. 
 One tear. Who can imagine the power and influence of a 
tear shed by a poor widow, grieving over her loss, which is magnified 
every  time  she  senses  that  vacuum  in  her  life,  the  feeling  of 
helplessness  and  loneliness  that  have  now  become  her  partner? 
Indeed, we cannot begin to calculate the value, the power and the 
influence generated by the tears of the broken-hearted. Every tear 
pierces through the heavens and is gathered before the Heavenly 
Throne, where הקב״ה holds it close to Him, cherishing every drop. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yitzchok Zilberstein, ַשִליָט״א, relates a poignant story that 
illustrates the value of a tear: It was time to elect a Chief Rabbi for 
 The people were encouraged to vote for R' Chaim Yaakov .ְירּוָשַלִים
Levin, a very suitable candidate for the position of Chief Rabbi. When 
R'  Levin  heard  this,  he  made  it  a  point  to  see  who  else  had 
been nominated. Noting that R' Betzalel Zolty, ַזַצ״ל, was also a 
candidate, he immediately said that under no circumstances would 
he run. After some time, he explained the reason for his refusal to his 
close friends. 
 Apparently, his father, the venerable R' Aryeh Levin, ַזַצ״ל, 
related that once he was walking through the alleyways of ְירּוָשַלִים at 
night when he came upon a woman mending socks by the light of a 
small torch. Perhaps today we cannot relate to this, but 70 years ago, 
when  one’s  socks  had  a  hole  in  them,  they  were  repaired,  not 
replaced. Usually, it was some poor woman who darned these socks 
for the meager pay she earned. 
 “Why are you doing this,” asked R' Aryeh of the woman, 
“and especially with so little light?” 
 “I am a poor widow. With the few coins I make, I am able to 
pay the ֶרִבי who learns ּתֹוָרה with my orphaned son.” The woman 
kept on sewing, as her tears trickled down on the socks that she was 
mending. 
 “Do  you  know  who  this  widow  was?”  asked  R'  Chaim 
Yaakov. “She was R' Betzalel Zolty’s mother! Is it possible to estimate 
the value and effect of her tears? R' Zolty should become the ָרב of 
 His spiritual growth began on a field irrigated by the tears of .ְירּוָשַלִים

a widow!” 
∞ ∞ ∞ 

 Words are cheap, and emotions may run high. We might 
inadvertently say something that we regret later on. What we do not 
understand is that words have an effect and might cause irreparable 
damage to another person, as the following story illustrates: A certain 
ְיִשיַבת  related that as a young man he was a student at ְירּוָשַלִים in ַרב
 The woman who came nightly to clean the floor .ְירּוָשַלִים in ְסָלִנים
would bring her children, who, because of their youth, could not be 
left home alone. Of course, the children did not grasp the importance 
of the ּתֹוָרה study going on in the ית ַהִמְדָרש  Thus, the noise level of .בֵּ
these children often disturbed those who were learning. 
 One  night,  the  noise  level  became  intolerable  for  the 
student. He told the woman that it would be a good idea for her to 
discipline her children. Beset with enough difficulties, the woman 
said, “Would that you not experience ַצַער ִגידּול ָבִנים (children 
problems)!” At the time, the young man felt the woman was telling 
him  in  a  nice  way,  “You  just  do  not  understand  my  lot  in  life!” 
Undoubtedly, this was her intention. But these words, issued by a 
widow in pain, had a tragic effect. 
 Years went by. The young man met his bashert, and they 
married. They had a blissful marriage, except for one serious concern 
— they were not blessed with children. They traveled all over in 
search of the doctor, the drug, the miracle that would grant them 
children, to no avail. They were rapidly approaching middle age, and 
still no child. 
 Then he remembered the incident, many years earlier, 
concerning the cleaning woman, her children, his rebuke and her 
response. Suddenly, he realized that what he had understood as a 
passing comment about life was in truth a curse. He located the 
woman and visited her, begging forgiveness for his impatience and 
impudent remark made many years earlier. She was happy to forgive 
him and even added that those children were today great ּתֹוָרה 
scholars serving in positions of distinction throughout ל  .ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָראֵּ
Nine months later, the couple was blessed with a child, after 24 years 
of marriage.  

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Avraham Kalmanowitz ַזַצ״ל 
singlehandedly saved thousands of refugees 
from Europe and the Middle East during and 
after WWII. His plans often looked like they 
were going to fail, but with ד׳’s assistance he 
prevailed. Below are a few excerpts regarding a 
famous episode. 
 “R' Avraham’s first priority was to 
collect money to secure Polish passports for the 
Mirrer Yeshivah. The Polish Embassies tripled 
their passport fees, so the money he collected 
was now only a third of what was needed….
 “Once the passports were taken care 
of, emigration was the next problem – where 
to? Almost every country had closed their 
doors, including the United States. Time was 
running out…  

 “R' Avraham found a solution: They 
could   obtain   visas   to   Curacao   (a   Dutch 
Caribbean island). These visas needed to be 
secured  via  the  Dutch  consulate,  and  then 
Japanese transit visas could be issued. Then 
came another major financial problem. This 
plan required that each person must travel in 
the highest class. The Russians also doubled the 
price,   and   then   demanded   payment   in 
American dollars... 
 “Miraculously, all of these obstacles 
were overcome. Then, when the יָבה  arrived ְישִׁ
in Vladivostok, and from there by boat to the 
Japanese port of Kobe, Japan bombed Pearl 
Harbor. The U.S. declared war on Japan, and 
the Polish Government in Exile followed suit, 
making all Polish citizens enemies of Japan. The 
יָבה  was forced to remain in Japan and ְישִׁ

needed funds desperately, but for Americans to 
send money to Japan was considered aiding the 
enemy!  R'  Avraham  persevered  and  went 
directly to the Secretary of the Treasury, Henry 
Morgenthau, Jr. With his broken English he 
explained to an assimilated Jew about his 
יָבה  s dilemma! He was advised to send’ְישִׁ
money via Switzerland.” 
 My יד  today there are many ,ַתְלמִׁ
thousands of new families in ְשָרֵאל  that are ְכַלל יִׁ
a direct result of R' Avraham’s relentless war 
efforts. He knew what ד׳ wanted from him and 
taught by example that if you are doing the 
right thing, don’t be fazed by difficulties. The 
more you try, the greater will be the success. 

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִׁ     ְיהִׁ
ידּות י Your  ,ְבְידִׁ  ֶרבִׁ

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 
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plural.  
 The ֵסֶפר תֹוָדָעה explains that since ֹחֶדׁש ֲאָדר could be 

doubled (as it will be next year), the ַמָזל is doubled as well. 

 The ַמָזל of ֲאָדר is ָדִגים, fish. Except for the ַמָזלֹות of 
אּוִמים ַנִים twins, and ,תְּ  scales, that must be written in ,מֹאזְּ
the plural form, this is the only ֹחֶדׁש for which the ַמָזל is 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ר׳ ַאֲהֹרן ַאְרֵיה לֵײּב  was born in Belarus, Russia, to ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם
 ,and Maita Kalmanowitz. He studied in Zweil (ָרב) ַזַצ״ל
Eishishok, and at age 18 he went to the Slabodka יָבה  ,ְישִׁ

where he learned ְּבַחְברּוָתא with ה ינקל ר׳ ֹמשֶׁ פִׁ  (son of the Alter of Slabodka). 
He received יָכה  of several ָרב and served as ְגדֹוֵלי ַהדֹור from many of the ְסמִׁ
Eastern European ּלֹות ר ר׳ He helped .ְקהִׁ ים עֹוזֶׁ ַחיִׁ  run his יבֹות  He .ַוַעד ַהְישִׁ
escaped to the United States in 1940. He was a tireless rescue activist on 
behalf of the millions of Jews trapped in the Middle East, Nazi Europe and 
the USSR. He established the United States branch of the Mir in 1946. In the 
1950s  he  successfully  lobbied  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  granting  North 
African and Syrian Jews special immigration status. 

 ב׳ אדר
5651 — 5724 
1891 — 1964 

R' Avraham Kalmanowitz ַזַצ״ל had an 
appointment in Washington, DC, and stayed 
at the home of R' Friedlander of Baltimore. 
That night, a heavy snow fell and no taxis 
were    running.    At    4:00    a.m.    R'   
Kalmanowitz started to leave the house. 
When R' Friedlander asked him where he 
was going, he replied, "I am walking ... I 
cannot miss the appointment. Our children 
are freezing in Siberia, and they are starving in 
Shanghai, and we are sleeping?” R'  Kalmanowitz did not 
even have galoshes on his feet! 

in honor of the marriage of Meir and Raizy Stefansky

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

The Sassover Rebbe arranged a meeting with his 
bank manager to request that the bank issue 

checkbooks for him that had no name indicating 
who had written the check.

The father was surprised 
at his visitor’s request.

As the man was getting up to leave…

After a long time…

The man waited until the Rebbe left 
and then went down to check...

The Rebbe’s loving heart was surpassed only 
by his generous hand. One time he went to visit 
a needy person who was marrying off a child.

Rabbi, this form 
of charity is such a noble 

idea! I have given my approval. 
After all, there are over 250,000 

pounds* passing through this 
account annually, so your “no-

name” checks will be easily 
identifiable.

I greatly 
appreciate 

your approval. 
Thank you, sir. 

May you be 
blessed!

Here are the keys! 
I just finished 

loading the car!

Hm!

My chasunah present is downstairs. 
Please, can I borrow your car keys? I 

will put it in the boot.*
Rebbe, thank you, but 

please, it is ridiculous for 
the Rebbe to...

י”א סיון   2003 - 1910  5763 - 5670

R’ Simcha Rubin was born in Sassov (Galicia, Poland) to the famed Sassover Rebbe, 
 moved with his ,ר’ חנוך הנך דוב ,In 1922 the Rebbe .דבורה ז”ל and Rebbetzin ר’ חנוך הנך דוב זצ”ל
family to England and opened a בית המדרש in Whitechapel (London’s East End). When his 
father was נפטר suddenly in 1929, young R’ Simcha became the Rebbe. In 1930, R’ Simcha 
married the daughter of R’ Dov Heschel of Lvov, a descendant of the Ohev Yisrael. 
During WWII, by which time he had moved from Whitechapel to Golders Green, R’ Simcha 
opened his home to child refugees and arranged for hundreds of children to stay 
in kosher hostels. R’ Simcha was a great תלמיד חכם, but like the Rebbe reb Moshe Leib, 
who was known as “the father of widows and orphans,” he was most renowned for 

his love of people from all backgrounds and for his acts of great חסד.

Oy! I was so busy 
I didn’t realize, but it’s 

over an hour and a half 
since the Rebbe came. He 

must have walked home with 
my car keys by mistake! 

I’d better go over to his 
house.

There are so many 
needy people. Am I giving enough 

tzedakah? I must keep reminding myself, “Men 
darf nisht zayn git mit yeder EINER, ober men 
darf zein git tzu yeder EINER - One shouldn’t 
be [best] friends with everyone, but must be 
good to everyone. Tzedakah must be given 

to every Jew!

Gevaldig! Here is everything a 
young couple could possibly need 

to start a home. The tzedakah of the 
Rebbe is unbelievable!

*British currency

*trunk, in England

Mitzvah bo yoiser mibishlucho - The 
mitzvah is greater when I do it myself! I 

want to do this mitzvah fully. I insist! I want 
to be the one to put the gift into the car.

Well then, all 
right.

OK... thank 
you!
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 And these are the ordinances that you shall place before 
them.             ים שִּ ר תָּ ים ֲאשֶּ טִּ ְשפָּ ה ַהמִּ ְשמֹות כא:א( …)ְוֵאלֶּ   
 The ו, which serves as a conjunction, transforms the word 
ה  these, to "and these." This indicates that there is a connection ,ֵאלֶּ
between this ה שָּ רָּ ת  and the previous one, which detailed the פָּ רֶּ ֲעשֶּ
ְברֹות ְזֵבחַ  and the ַהדִּ ״י .מִּ א cites the ַרשִּ יְלתָּ  which says that, just as ְמכִּ
those ְצֹות יַני were given to us at מִּ  these laws that are mentioned ,ַהר סִּ
in ים טִּ ְשפָּ ַשת מִּ רָּ ם ַלֲחֵברֹו which are primarily ,פָּ  between man and ,ֵבין ָאדָּ
his fellow man, were also given to us at יַני  The question is .ַהר סִּ
obvious:  Was  it  necessary  to  command  us  to  observe  "rational" 
logic-based ְצֹות  that, for the most part, apply to all nations? Could מִּ
they not have been decided by earthly Jewish courts? 
 R' Eliyahu Schlessinger, ״א יטָּ  explains that the question ,ַשלִּ
itself indicates a lack of understanding about the essence of ְצֹות  He .מִּ
relates a comment he heard from the Admor of Pittsburgh, R' 
Avrohom Abba Leifer ַזַצ״ל. On one of the Rebbe’s fund-raising trips to 
the U.S. to raise money for his institutions in ֵאל ְשרָּ ץ יִּ רֶּ  he noticed ,אֶּ
that there were two steering wheels in the cab! On the left side was 
the driver's steering column with all of the gadgets necessary to drive 
the car. On the right, passenger side, was a steering wheel similar to 
the one used by the driver. The Rebbe asked the driver to explain this 
anomaly. 
 "Rabbi, I have a young son who bothers me endlessly when I 
drive.  He  always  wants  to  control  everything  I  do.  To  avoid  any 

problems, I made him a steering wheel that he can use while he sits 
with me in the front seat. Needless to say, the steering wheel is not 
connected to anything. It cannot in any way affect the direction in 
which the car is traveling." 
 The  Rebbe  derived  a  very  important  message  from  this 
episode. There are many who feel that they are steering the world. We 
are constantly opening the newspaper to read about the great movers 
and shakers of the secular world and the impact that they have on the 
way we live. It almost allows one to believe that they have some form 
of power. They are steering the car, turning the wheel right and left.  
 This is their mistake, and, in many cases, it is also ours. Yes, 
they are turning the wheel, but their steering wheel is not connected. 
What they do has no effect on the guidance of the world. It is the 
"other" steering wheel on the driver's side that controls the car. Those 
controls are in ה׳’s hands. The other controls are present for the 
"young children" to "play with" as they please. Otherwise, they have 
no significance. 
ְצֹות has determined the "rules of the road" of life, the ה׳   מִּ
that are Divinely ordained. ה׳ has the real steering wheel, and He 
decides the direction in which we will travel. Thus, at יַני  we also סִּ
received those ְצֹות ים in מִּ טִּ ְשפָּ ַשת מִּ רָּ  that deal with human פָּ
relationships. These ְצֹות  with their intricacies as expounded and ,מִּ
elucidated by ֲחַז״ל, are part of the Heavenly steering column. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah - Ninth Series (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)  

TorahThoughts

פרשה: משפטים     מפטיר: שקלים     הפטרה:  ויכרת יהוידע... )מלכים ב יא:יז-יב:יז(

מברכים ר״ח אדר )מולד יום חמישי בשעה:  חלקים 3 + 15:09(

דף יומי: עבודה זרה כ״ו      משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם, ותן טל ומטר,  ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(

מצות עשה: 23      מצות לא תעשה: 30
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אם כסף תלוה את עמי את העני “ 22:24

עמך לא תהיה לו כנשה, לא תשימון עליו 

 ”נשך

“When you lend money to My people, to the 

poor person who is with you, do not act toward 

him as a creditor, do not lay interest upon 

him.”  The Torah tells us that one is to lend 

money to his fellow Jew, but is not to treat 

him as a debtor, and not to charge him 

interest.  The Torah seems to be telling us two 

distinct rules here: not to treat the one you 

loaned money to as a debtor, and not to charge 

him interest.  Why are these said in the same 

Posuk?  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on these topics, and support the 

P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש   The lender - ”את עמי“ 22:24 – 

should not treat the borrower in a humiliating 

manner when lending him the money, for 

Hashem says, “He is a member of My people.” 

י"רש   Look at – ”את העני עמך“ 22:24 – 

yourself as if you are the poor person.  Think 

of yourself as being in his position, and then 

treat him the way you would want to be 

treated.    

ל דיסקין"מהרי  אם כסף תלוה את “ 22:24 – 

לא תשימון עליו , עמי את העני עמך לא תהיה לו כנשה

 Why are these two warnings stated in – ”נשך

the same Posuk?  By placing them together we 

learn out something additional.  Suppose one 

wants to lend money to his fellow Yid, but 

fears the borrower will not pay him back on 

time and will continue to stall the repayment 

of the loan.  He therefore decides to do a 

“trick” to ensure prompt payment.  He places 

interest on the loan if it is not paid on time.  

Since the borrower will not want to have to 

pay interest, he will be pressured to repay the 

loan on time.  When the time comes and the 

borrower pays the loan, even if it is paid late, 

the lender has no intention of taking any 

interest, for his sole purpose was to obtain his 

principal on time – and he will not accept the 

interest.  Nonetheless, the Torah is telling us 

here that this is prohibited, for placing 

interest on the loan, no matter what the 

intention, is a serious prohibition.  “ לא תהיה לו

“ It should not appear – ”כנשה“ – ”כנשה 'כ ” – like 

the person is a creditor, how so?  “ לא תשימון עליו

 By placing interest on the loan, in – ”נשך

which case the lender will not be pressuring 

the borrower, but the interest will pressure 

him – that too is prohibited, and a grave sin.   

אם כסף תלוה את עמי את “ 22:24 – בן איש חי 

 The poor person is naturally – ”העני עמך

humble, as being arrogant is generally not in 

his nature.  Pesachim 113b – There are four 

types of individuals which the mind cannot 

tolerate (people cannot comprehend their 

behavior), and one of them is the pauper who 

is haughty.  Conversely, the wealthy 

individual is arrogant by nature and it is not 

natural for him to be humble.  The Posuk 

says, “אם כסף תלוה את עמי” – Do not become 

haughty, rather, “את העני” – the midah of the 

pauper – humility, “יהיה עמך” – shall always be 

with you.   

 ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי“ 22:24 – רבינו אפרים 

– The word, “כסף” with each letter spelled out 

( פה, סמך, כף ) – is the Gematria of “כפרה” – for 

giving Tzedakah atones even for sins one 

transgresses B’meizid.  It is also the Gematria 

of “שה” – “sheep” – for one who gives 

Tzedakah is as if he brought a שה, a Korbon, 

to Hashem.   

 These – ”לא תשימון“ 22:24 – נחל קדומים 

letters also make up the words, “אלי נשמתו” – 

“To Me (Hashem) is his Neshama” – meaning 

that one who is accustomed to lending money 

with interest, I, Hakodosh Boruch Hu, will 

bring his Neshama close to Me – will remove 

him from Olam Hazeh (Rabbeinu Ephraim).   

אם כסף תלוה את עמי “ 22:24 - ברית עולם 

י עמךאת הענ ” – The letters of “עני” come before 

the letters of “כסף” (before the כ'  is י' , before 

the ס'  is נ' , and before the ף'  is ע'  – which is עני) 

which teaches us that before Hakodosh 
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Boruch Hu gave you the כסף, His Kavanah 

was upon the עני, meaning that you received 

the money in order to give to the pauper – a 

portion of your money is actually his.  It is 

also a Remez that if you give to the עני, then 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu will give you כסף.   

אם כסף תלוה את עמי “ 22:24 - עוד יוסף חי 

 Bava Basra 11a – Munbaz – ”את העני עמך

Hamelech said, “ ואבותי גנזו , אני גנזתי לעצמי 

 I put away for myself, while my“ – ”לאחרים

father’s put away for others.”  Munbaz gave 

lots of money to Tzedakah.  The money one 

gives to Tzedakah becomes his forever and it 

will always stand as a Zechus for him, while 

the money he keeps in his storehouse can 

disappear from one moment to the next, and 

after he dies, will certainly go to another 

person.  As the Tanchuma says in Matos 6 – 

why is money called “זוזים” – for it is a Loshon 

of זז – moving, as money moves from one 

person to another.  There is a famous story of 

a king who asked someone, how much money 

do you have?  The person responded that he 

has 100,000 Dinar.  The king called him a liar 

for he said that he knows for a fact that value 

of the properties alone that the person has are 

worth at least 500,000 Dinar – so how could 

he lie and say he only has 100,000 Dinar?  The 

person responded to the king, “That which you 

see in my possession, is not mine – for who 

knows what will be in an hour.  However, the 

100,000 Dinar that I have given to Tzedakah 

to date, that is certainly mine.”  This can also 

be explained with a Moshol.  A father asked 

his wise son a question.  There are ten birds 

that landed on our roof.  A hunter came and 

shot at the birds, killing four of them. The 

father asked the son – “How many birds 

remain on the roof?”  The son replied, “Four.”  

The father explained to his son that he 

calculated incorrectly, for if there were ten 

birds at the start, and four are dead, that 

means that six remain.  The son responded 

that he did not err in his calculations, for 

there was certainly a lot of noise and 

commotion when the four birds were killed.  

Without a doubt, the six live birds were 

frightened from the noise, and flew away.  

That means that there are only four birds 

remaining on the roof, the four dead ones.  

The father responded to his son that in fact 

his answer had been correct.  The same is 

with Tzedakah, where one gives away from 

his own money.  At first thought, it appears to 

the person as if that money is “dead”, for it is 

no longer in his storehouse.  He assumes he 

will never have any benefit from that money, 

for it is lost from him.  While the money he 

still has left in the bank, that he believes to be 

his, to have use from it and enjoy it.  The 

exact opposite is true.  As the young child 

stated, the person will only have benefit from 

the four dead birds, for they will not flee and 

he will be able to eat them, while the other six 

will fly away, and he will have no benefit from 

them.  “אם כסף תלוה את עמי” – This refers to 

money which one performs Gemilas Chesed 

with it, “את העני עמך” – the person will always 

have that Zechus with him in Olam Habah 

that will not flee.  

ח"ברכת הרי  אם כסף תלוה את עמי “ 22:24 - 

 The custom of the world is at – ”את העני עמך

first to give a larger amount of Tzedakah, or a 

larger loan, and as the same circumstance 

continues to occur, the amount diminishes.  In 

truth, that is not the way one should act, 

rather he should seek to give more and more 

each time, the way that the word, “כסף” works 

– the value of the letters keep going up ( 'כ  -20, 

'ס 'ף ,60 –   – 80), as opposed to “זהב” – where 

the values of the letters diminishes as it goes 

on ( 'ז 'ה ,7 –  'ב ,5 –   - 2).   

ח"ברכת הרי  אם כסף תלוה את עמי “ 22:24 - 

 The letters next to the letters of – ”את העני עמך

the word “עני” are “פסך” – which when the 

order is reversed is “כסף.”  The letters, “פסך” – 

as one moves on to the next letters, the value 

diminishes, while the word “כסף” the letters 
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keep increasing in value.  When giving 

Tzedakah, one should be doing these two 

opposite things simultaneously.  Regarding 

Tzedakah, one should focus on the “כסף” and 

keep giving more and more as he goes along, 

at the same time he is to look at the “פסך” – 

that continues to diminish.  He must 

overpower his natural inclination and 

although he is giving more and more, he 

should feel more and more humble in his eyes.  

The natural tendency for a person who is 

performing good deeds is to become arrogant 

because of his positive actions.  One must do 

more, and at the same time work on being 

more and more humble.  “אם כסף תלוה את עמי” – 

One should do Chesed with Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu’s people in a manner of, “כסף” – giving 

more and more.  “את העני עמך” – At the same 

time, one must act as an “עני” – making 

himself more and more humble.  

ח"ברכת הרי   - 22:24 “ שהלא תהיה לו כנ ” – 

What does the Posuk mean when it says that 

the lender should not act toward the borrower 

“ 'כ ” – “like” a creditor?  Moshol – there was a 

mother in law who was exceedingly stingy and 

when her son got married, she did not want 

her new daughter-in-law to eat a lot of food in 

her house – she wanted her to eat very little, 

so that it would not cost much money.  She did 

not want to tell her daughter in law outright 

that she wanted her to eat very little, for that 

would be embarrassing.  Instead, she devised 

a plan.  She spoke to her daughter while her 

daughter-in-law was in the same room. She 

told her daughter, “Daughter, when you will 

get married and will eat at the table of your 

in-laws, be careful that you should not eat 

from all of the dishes of food.  You should only 

eat from one of the dishes, and you should eat 

very little from that dish, you should not even 

be one quarter satisfied. This way you will be 

loved in the eyes of your in-laws, for they will 

not say that you are gluttonous and eat a lot.” 

Just as the mother-in-law intended, the 

daughter-in-law heard this and when she ate 

in her mother-in-laws house, she ate as her 

mother-in-law had told her daughter is the 

proper way to eat at the house of the in-laws. 

While this mother-in-law did not actually tell 

her daughter-in-law to eat a little, for all 

intent and purposes, it was as if she did. It is 

not a question that one can hassle the 

borrower for the money to be returned if he 

does not have the money, as the Torah tells us 

in Devorim 15:3 “ א תגושולאחיך ל .”  One cannot 

even act like he is a creditor – for example, by 

going over to the borrower and telling him, 

“You know, I loaned out a lot of money to six 

other people, and they really need to pay me 

on time, for the time has elapsed for him to 

pay me, and he really must pay me for I have 

deals I must make.”  Although he is not 

outright coming as a creditor to this 

individual, he is “like” a creditor, for he is 

implying that he owes him the money – and is 

pressuring him.   

“ 22:24 - מטה נפתלי  וה את עמי אם כסף תל

 It says in Shemos Rabbah 31:4 – ”את העני עמך

that all who are wealthy and give Tzedakah to 

the poor, and do not lend with interest, the 

Torah considers it as if they were Mekayeim 

all of the Mitzvos of the Torah.  As it says in 

Tehillim 15:5 “ ושחד על נקי לא , ו לא נתן בנשךכספ

עשה אלה לא ימוט לעולם, לקח ” – “His money he 

does not lend with interest, and he does not 

take a bribe against the innocent – the doer of 

these will not falter forever.”  It is known that 

there are those who give Tzedakah in order to 

receive reward, for one who gives Tzedakah is 

paid back by the Ribbono Shel Olam, many 

times over, in this world or the next world. It 

says in the Chovos Halvovos, Sha’ar Avodas 

Ha’Elokim, that it is better for one to seek 

reward in Shomayim, more than in this world.  

However, this is not the way of the Tzaddikim, 

for they perform Mitzvos for the sake of 

Hashem, not seeking reward.  Although it is 
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certainly true that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

permits one to give Tzedakah in order to 

become wealthy, as it says in Shabbos 119a, 

that it is permitted in order to accustom one to 

giving Tzedakah.  One should be accustomed 

to giving away that which he toiled to earn, to 

one who did not do anything to earn it.  

Avodah Zara 5b – Praised is Klal Yisroel that 

when they toil in Torah and in Gemilas 

Chasodim, their Yetzer is given over to them – 

they are in control of their Yetzer Hara, and 

not the other way around.  The reason for this 

is because all of their actions are L’shem 

Shomayim.  The Rambam in Avos 3:15 says 

that if one has one hundred Zehuvim (a 

denomination of currency) he should not give 

all the hundred Zehuvim to one person, rather 

he should give one Zehuv per person.  The 

goal is to give Tzedakah without desire for 

reward.  If one were to give one hundred 

Zehuvim to one person, that is a very large 

gift to give to one pauper.  Certainly the 

pauper will praise the person for saving him 

and for giving him such a generous gift.  

Additionally, the person will feel good about 

himself, that he gave one hundred Zehuvim to 

one pauper, and will seek reward from 

Hashem for his magnanimous deed.  

Conversely, if one only gives a small amount 

to each poor person, each person will not be so 

grateful, and he as well will not feel that he 

did something so great that he is entitled to 

reward.  (This does not mean that one should 

never give large amounts to Tzedakah, rather 

even when one gives large amounts to 

Tzedakah, he should do so L’shem Shomayim, 

and not for the appreciation from the pauper, 

nor for reward from Hashem). It is this 

individual, who gives Tzedakah to paupers 

and does not charge interest – all L’shem 

Shomayim, it is upon him that it is said that it 

is like he was Mekayeim the entire Torah, for 

the purpose of all of the Mitzvos is to serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu L’shem Shomayim, and 

not for any alternative reason or benefit.  

 Perhaps now we can have a better 

understanding of this Posuk, as to why one is 

not to act as a creditor, and one is not to 

charge interest.  The money one has in the 

bank is not really his.  It depends on what he 

does with it while he is still alive and has it, 

that will determine the status of that money – 

will it be his or not?  In the natural order of 

the world, one who has money feels 

empowered and becomes arrogant.  Even 

when giving Tzedakah, giving loans, and 

performing Gemilas Chesed, this can also 

cause him to become arrogant.  This week is 

Parshas Shekalim – each and every Yid gave a 

half Shekel.  While everyone was supposed to 

have the feeling that they were helping 

contributing to the Mishkan – they were a 

part of it, nonetheless, no one was allowed to 

give more than half a Shekel so that they 

would always remain humble.  While one is 

allowed to test Hakodosh Boruch Hu on giving 

Ma’aser, and one can expect reward in this 

world, that is not the goal.  One is not to act as 

a creditor, and one is not to charge interest for 

that demonstrates that he does not see it as 

his money.  The only money that is his, is 

money used for Mitzvos and to further his 

Avodas Hashem.  It is that money which he 

will always be able to count on in Olam 

Habah.  One is to perform these Mitzvos 

L’shem Shomayim.  The goal is to reach the 

ideal – to give Tzedakah and perform Chesed, 

for that is the Rotzon Hashem.  One should 

continue to perform Mitzvos, and Ma’asim 

Tovim, all for the sake of Hashem, and not for 

any ulterior motives.  May we be Zoche to 

have the opportunity to perform these 

Mitzvos, and perform them L’shem 

Shomayim. 
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