
 lhekt wv hfbt - (c-f) ///vbuhkgv vjdavvu vbuntv ,uch,bc
   dhf 'vbuntv ,umn ihbgc tuv 'vru,v ,bh,b ,gc v"cev rchsa iuatrv ruchs

hrva 'vru,v ,umn rta kfk htb, if od thv 'vnmg hbpc vumn v,uhv sckn uz vumn
ubhhvu 'vagnk vcajn ;rmk ohfhrm tkt 'vnuhe omgc hs ubht ,"hav ,umnn ,jt kf
uhagna vfuz lf 'r,uh vrhvc vbuntk ostv vfuza kffu ',"hav ,uumn oak inhhek
,arp ubt ohtrueaf inzv vzc vbuntv ihbgc lhrtvk hutrv inu ',"hav oak r,uh ov
kfc vru,v ,kce ,bhjc rrug,n vzcu 'inzv ,t ,rrugn vthrev hf 'vru,v ,kce
/vru,v ,kce ka rutv vzk r,uh vfzb vrhvc r,uh vbuntv vhv,a kffu 'ktrahn t"ut

    ehmn uhbpk ostv vturaf zt hf 'ostc uc gdup vrhjc kgcaf rcsv vae sjuhnc
'zduru xgf uc rrug,n lfn vtmu,fu 'uhpkf vtba uc rrug,n 'uk grvk iuufn rat
vjdavc vbuntv rxuj ,njn tuv vz kfu 'vrhybu vneb ka iumr od uc rrug,nu
vhv tk uk ehmva vz od hf ihntn vhvu 'u,bunt ,t lfzn ostv vhv ukhtu ',hyrp
tk 'grvk ubumr ,t vchka vgr jur vzht uhkg vrav ,"hava tkuk uk grvk u,kufhc
ost kg rpuxnv hpfu /vtba oua uk ryub vhv tku 'ostv vz kg ,ubgy oua uk vhv
tuv tyjv vzc hf urntc 'xgfv ,shnn kmbhvk vmg aehcu 'ucr hbpk ghpuva sjt

/xgfu zdur shnu ;fh, uc rrug,n vruaf ukmt lkuv ubhta rcs kf kgu 'sutn huek
ursjn vkv tmh /iuugv vzn kmbvk vmg vzht thmnha sg .ujc ih,nha ucr uk rntu     
,bjcv otv :hcrv ukta ',tmk sng iurjtv vzaf 'uru,k ih,nva rjt xbfbu 'ucr ka
u,ut tmn, itfn tmuh lbvaf laect hcrv rnt /cuhjc chav vkvu ?lhbpk tmha vzc

thctu ohrab hpbf kg of,t tatu ohrmnk h,hag rat o,htr o,t
hkt of,t - (s-yh) wohrmnk h,hag rat o,htr o,tw cu,fv ruthc

     tc arh((((kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    oooohhhhhhhhvvvvmmmmbbbbhhhhzzzz    ssssuuuussss    ;;;;xxxxuuuuhhhh    ccccrrrrvvvvnnnn))))    wwwwssssuuuussss    kkkkkkkkaaaawwwwc vbv" 'wwwwssssuuuussss    aaaattttrrrrwwww
)tttt""""sssshhhhjjjjrrrrvvvvkkkk oac thcv '(sd v"s ,una 'kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    uuuu""""jjjjrrrrvvvvnnnnrpxhuw cu,fv ,t rthca 

kf ,t 'ktrah ,usut kg ohrmnku vgrpk wv vag rat kf ,t ub,ujk van
jkaa kusd lknk kan khanva vn hp kg 'wv okhmhu lrsc o,tmn rat vtk,v
usdbf xhr,vu uhrcsk gna tku 'hapjk ubjkaha ucuvt ic ,t vcaa rjt lknk
shnavu usdb vnjkn lrg kusdv lknvu 'ohrnu ohae ohrcsc kusdv lknk vzhcu

ohrjvuohepuxn uhv okugvu 'ohkusd ohypan ovc vagu ukhj kf og tuvv lknk 
kkdc thva ut 'hucav ucuvt ic ,cvt khcac thv kusdv lknv vaga vnebv ot
rjt ot ',ntv gsb ,tzc 'ohnfjv urntu 'ohae ohrcsc uvzhc tuvv kpav lknva

nv hf ,pun vz 'sug uhkt vbph tku uapbk ubjkah hucav ucuvt ic thmuvakusdv lk
usxj thkpvk uc uhbhg i,h hucav ucuvt ic thmuva rjt ot lt 'vag usucfk er

/ucuvt ic ,cvtk u,nebu u,kugp rehg hf jfuuh zt ',ucuy vnf uk ,uagku ung
ohscg uhv ,uctv wd 'wv ka uhcuvt hbc ktraha 'ohrmn ,thmh hcdk rcsv ifu    
uhrcsk gna tka hs tk vgrpu 'whbuscghu hng jkaw uk jkau 'ohrmnc vgrpk

/zduru xgf hshk uthc, rat sg 'hgcsf uehmvk vtr,u uhkt ad '.ujc ih,nn
v,hv ohnfj ,bunt lt 'uz vsuep ucr uhkg vumn gusnu vnk ihcv tk vkv    

 ',tzc ucr .pj obhjk tk hf gshu 'uc vrusj,t ehmvk khj,v tmhaf ;fh, iftu
kg v,ut lpau ohn ka xuf tkhn tuv 'cua xbfvk ih,nv ihhsga 'uk osea vz
'ugnah rcf uh,ujuumu 'shnu ;fh, zdr,h vkv hf vhv juyc 'ixgfv ka u,uxf
vbv u,thkpk lt 'uhkg vumnf vaga ghsuvk hsf xbfvk ukhpt lrymh tk rcfu
khj,v ifa iuhf /uhbp kg vrvb vfupa hgcsf zdr,h rat ouenc vkv hf vtur
 /u,nj ,tu upme ,t ,ukgvk hsf ush ktk rat kff ,uagku ukhpavku u,ufvk
uhsdcaf tuv xbfb vbvu 'vnhbp asuev kt cua izdrv treb vn inz rucgf    
hbukp hf vkv vbgu ?,tz kf lk vag hn uktua hcrvu 'kucj ukuf kfu ohcuyr
era ,uemv hbhn kfc u,ut ehmvk khj,va vz tuv uhrjtk hcrv rsjn tmha
,jbn ougyk uk ,,b tk oukf ?,arjv ?v,tu 'cua hcrv uktau /u,kufhc vhv
,t rrugn vhv ohrzunv uhagnca epx tkku 'v,t izdr tukv ?uhagn kg lgurz
v,jav hshk tuck kduxnu izdr hbbv 'vkv vbg ',nt iv !,hjavk sg lxgf
xbfb vzu rjtn 'asuev ,suepc vz vhv hf h,bcv vzv vrenc lt 'tbuud htvfc
uk vhva hkcn 'hh,unmgk unmg ,t jek u,tmcu 'vnhbp asuev kt hrjtk ;fh,

 /,ubgy oua uhkg hk vhv tk ifa iuhfu 'ohrcsu ihs oua osuen ung
    gsuhaf hf h,htr vbvu /vaga vn vkv vag h,suepc 'hcrv vsuv 'vhv if ift

gsuh hf 'ehmnv kg vbgy oua lk ihtu 'ukau gudr cauh lbv ';mev tmh ifhvn v,t
'o,nzuh smn ,tz ohaug obht l,ut ohehmnv kf hf 'kkf uc huk, rcsv iht hf v,t

///l,cuy uvz hf ugshc 'lck ,ktan gbnh osh kga cchxa vz tuv ,uchxv ccxn
tkt ,uneb uc vagu 'wudu ukuec gnat rat wv hnw rntu usdbf xhr,v ;t

if vaga ut 'usdbf xhr,va iuhf usucfk if vag ot ep,xvk ahu ',ukusd
ohrmnn o,tm rjt ovng usxj thkpva rjtn lt 'ktrahk u,cvt khcac
vag kfvs jfun f"t 'wrtcwvu winwv ,t ovk i,bu ekng ,t okhcac ahkjvu
rat kf ,t(a) 'ub,ujk van rpxhuw rntba vn ubhhvu 'ktrahk u,cvt khcac

 vgrpk wv vago,tmn rat vtk,v kf ,t ktrah ,usut kg (vhv) ohrmnku
/sug ktrahk vbpb vhv tk 'unmg khcac vnebv ,t vag ukhtu 'wv okhmhu lrsc

    shc lknv utspu huca vhva sjtk kanw '(wy texhp jka) whrpxwc t,ht vbvu
lh,hsp if ,bn kg hf 'hhuuhm ,t ohhenv hscg v,t v,gn :uk rntu 'vezj
kg ohrmn ,uscgn wv otspa ktrah hcdk ifu 'hhuuhm ,t ohhenv hscg vhv,a
uk uhvha hsf '(ubgnk uc oeb tku) o,ut u,cvt curn obgnk vgrpc oeba hsh

/w,hjmbv vcuyk ufzhu hutrf vh,uumn unhhehu u,ru,c uknghu ohscgk
     ihtu 'ofbgnk wohrmnk h,hag rat o,htr o,tw 'cu,fv ,t arpk ah z"pku

tatuw of,t h,czg tk ubnn h,neba rjt od hrva 'hbgnk h,haga rnuk ofk
ofbgnk uk h,haga jfun vzn rat 'whkt of,t thctu ohrab hpbf kg of,t
v,guw 'rtc,bfu hkuec gunaku h,ut sucgk ohchhj o,t v,g 'if otu 'rtc,bfu
hk o,hhvuw '(vzc ohchhj o,ta hpf) wh,hrc ,t o,rnau hkuec ugna, guna ot

/"r,uhc ubnn ofk chyhtu 'ucuyu w.rtv kf hk (rat) hf 'ohngv kfn vkudx

R’ Menachem Mendel Hager of Kosov zt”l (Ahavas Sholom) would say:

     “wihsn ivf ur,h gnahuw - When Bnei Yisroel were enslaved in Egypt, they were unable to even hear the words of Moshe,

(y-u ,una) wjur rmuen van kt ugna tkuw, because of their restricted pursuit of ruchniyus. Yetzias Mitzrayim released them

from this restriction and now, not only they heard, but even Yisro, a high priest of Midyan, was also able to hear!”
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R’ Chaim Yosef Kofman shlit’a (Machsheves Halev) would say:

     “wohektv tc of,t ,uxb rucgck hf utrh, kt ogv kt van rnthuw - After Kriyas HaTorah on Mondays and Thursdays

we recite four consecutive stanzas beginning with the words w///ohnaca ubhct hbpkn iumr hvhw. The fifth stanza skips those

words and begins with w///ktrah ,hc kf ubhjtw. Why is the symmetry broken by the fifth stanza? The Divrei Chaim zt”l

says that in the first four stanzas we ask Hashem to rebuild the Bais HaMikdash. We start with ‘Yehi Ratzon’ to make

sure that this is truly His will. But when we speak about our fellow Jews - ‘Acheinu Kol Bais Yisroel’ - and we are

concerned for our brethren who are in trouble, we don’t need to know if this is Hashem’s will to rescue them - we are

sure that Hashem wants them to be safe and He will fulfill our request, so the words would  be superfluous.”

A Wise Man would say:

     “Heavy rains remind us of challenges in life. Don’t ask for lighter rain; pray to Hashem for a better umbrella!”        

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk
every action we perform, with the hope that we shall

succeed in our mission in this world. What would be if

we’d only eat and drink and just take care of our own needs

like that dog, not realizing our most important mission?”  

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (63)

Kaballah: The “Secrets” of the Torah. After weeks devoted
to the topic of Horo’ah and Halacha, we now transition to a new
topic: the study of Kaballah. It is well worth the time to know
what the Gedolim and Poskim write about learning Kaballah. The
subject needs great care; one must not go beyond his boundaries,
or ignore "apb kfk ohuav ohrcs" (words that are applicable and
inspiring to all), as selected by the Gedolei HaDoros.

What is Kaballah? Kaballah is: Details given to Moshe

Rabbeinu at Sinai about how Hashem created and maintains the
worlds, His different Names, and how the mitzvos of Bnei

Yisroel perfect these worlds and their own neshamos. These
details were transmitted quietly to “fit” individuals in each
generation and were later codified by Rav Chaim Vital zt”l.
Different Ways of Learning (parts of) Kaballah. Kaballah is
not for everyone and not everyone who learns it does so the
same exact way. Here are a few of the ways:  

For those who are “fit” there is a finite, step-by-step way,
shaped by Gedolei Yisroel and practiced in Yeshivos like
Shaar HaShamayim, Bet Keil, and other such institutions.
There, middle-aged (and older) Talmidei Chachamim who
have learned and continue to learn much Gemara, sit and
study the classic works of Kaballah from its source. Under the
guidance of experienced Maggidei Shiur, they are introduced
to the writings of Rav Chaim Vital, the primary student of the

 
        

1.

lynp: The Jewish Nation is an “Am Segula” - a nation of

princes, chosen to perform a mission in this world. Our

mission is to spread the glorious Name of Hashem to every

corner of the world - not to sit back and act like an idle dog!

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

ARIZA”L. To learn this way, one must first be well-versed in
Shas and Poskim (1). The Shach (2), and other seforim, write
that one must also be holy and pure in his speech and guarding
his eyes. He must be very self-disciplined in removing himself
from the physical pleasures of this world, as well as distancing
himself from "xgf" (anger) and "vutd" (haughtiness).
Learning seforim that don’t directly discuss Kaballah but
employ concepts from Kaballah. An example of this is the
Ohr Hachayim Hakadosh who wrote his pirush al HaTorah

to explain the words of Chumash, and often brings down ideas
from Kaballah as part of understanding the posukim. One who
learns large parts of Ohr Hachayim, can pick up concepts from
Kaballah, here and there, and after a while, they start to
crystallize in his mind until he gets a fuller picture. The Sefas
Emes and similar-style seforim can be learned the same way.
Certain mechabrim (authors) went out of their way to include
some Kaballah concepts in their seforim which they felt were
"apb kfk vua", in order to bring them “down-to-earth” with
clear and understandable explanations. Two such famous
seforim are Nefesh Hachaim (by R’ Chaim Volozhiner zt”l

and Shiurei Daas - Telz, by R’ Yosef Leib Bloch zt”l). When
we were taught these seforim by our Roshei Yeshivos zt”l in
Telshe Yeshivah, they would bring out that the purpose of
knowing these ideas is to understand the far-reaching effects
that our mitzvos and tefillos have in all the worlds.

2.

3.



     When Hashem gave us the mitzvah of Shabbos, He said, "sjt ruchsc runau rufz" - “Zachor” and “Shamor” were spoken
simultaneously! Why? Because Hashem wanted us to understand that Shabbos is more than just something we remember to
do, and more than a bunch of laws that we must keep. Shabbos is a combination of both. The idea of Zachor is that Shabbos
must always remain at the forefront of our minds. It is a mitzvah to think about and plan for all week long. Since Shabbos is the
source of all blessing, the way to bring that blessing into our lives is by connecting whatever we do to preparing for Shabbos. If
you buy food or something new, REMEMBER to also buy something for Shabbos and put it aside so the blessing of Shabbos
will influence everything. The idea of Shamor is to be excited and anticipate the arrival of Shabbos, like the posuk says, uhctu"

rna"rcsv ,t .  Zachor and Shamor together teach us that Shabbos is something we need to think about and plan for all week
long with an enthusiasm and excitement that is palpable! We need to make Shabbos the focus of our week and get the entire
family involved with the preparations. We need to give everyone special Shabbos jobs and we  need to start early in the week!
We must make sure that there is a feeling of simcha in the home as we bring in the Shabbos, and throughout this holy day.
     Perhaps says R’ Ephraim Shapiro shlit’a, this is what Chazal meant when they told us the three things that everyone must
ask themselves on Erev Shabbos: "?rbv ,t uehksv ?o,crg ?o,rag" - “Issartem”  means did you tithe? Did you put aside enough
time to properly prepare for Shabbos? “Aravtem” - did you include everyone in the Shabbos preparations? If you made sure to
prepare adequately and everyone is involved, then “Hadliku” - go light the candles! Bring the light of Shabbos into your home.
Let Shabbos be the day we all look forward to and let the special beracha called “Shabbos” spill over to every area of your life!

 wudu .rtv kf hk hf ohngv kfn vkdx hk o,hhvu h,hrc ,t o,rnau hkec ugna, guna ot v,gu(v-yh)

OO OO
nn nn
bb bb
ee ee hh hh
aa aa ll ll
ff ff oo oo
ff ff
tt tt hh hh
oo oo uu uu
ss ss aa aa
nn nn dd dd
ss ss
oo oo
ff ff SS SS
hh hh oo oo
mm mm
ee ee rr rr

SS SS
hh hh aa aa
bb bb
bb bb
oo oo ss ss

JJ JJ ee ee
ww ww ss ss

-- -- ww ww
ww ww ww ww
.. .. cc cc
hh hh ii ii
cc cc kk kk
ee ee nn nn
ss ss ff ff
oo oo rr rr
ss ss hh hh
aa aa bb bb
bb bb
oo oo ss ss
.. .. cc cc
oo oo mm mm

-- -- TT TT
hh hh ee ee

cc cc hh hh
aa aa rr rr
ii ii tt tt yy yy

tt tt hh hh
aa aa tt tt
ss ss ii ii
mm mm
pp pp
ll ll yy yy
ff ff ee ee
ee ee dd dd
ss ss
&& &&
cc cc ll ll
oo oo tt tt
hh hh ee ee
ss ss
SS SS
hh hh oo oo
mm mm
ee ee rr rr

SS SS
hh hh aa aa
bb bb
bb bb
oo oo ss ss

JJ JJ ee ee
ww ww
ss ss
ii ii nn nn
EE EE rr rr
ee ee tt tt
zz zz
YY YY ii ii
ss ss rr rr
oo oo ee ee
ll ll ww ww
ii ii tt tt hh hh

zz zz ee ee
rr rr oo oo

oo oo vv vv
ee ee rr rr
hh hh ee ee
aa aa dd dd

        When Bnei Yisroel reached Har Sinai, the posuk says, "rvv sdb ktrah oa ijhu". Rashi notes the odd use of the singular
"ijhu" when referring to the entire nation rather than the plural "ubjhu". He explains by quoting the famous Medrash: ahtf"
"sjt ckc sjt - Klal Yisroel was totally unified, like one man with one heart. In last week’s parsha, however, we find a
similar expression, but in reverse. When describing the Egyptians’ pursuit of Bnei Yisroel, the Torah writes, ohrmn vbvu"
"ovhrjt gxub, and Rashi explains that instead of using the word "ohgxub" (plural) it uses the singular verb of "gxub". Again,
Rashi explains that the Egyptians traveled, "sjt ahtf sjt ckc" - with one heart like one man. When we read both these
Rashis, we hardly notice that they are written in the reverse order, but the Avnei Nezer of Sochatchov zt”l not only takes
note of the discrepancy, he offers a beautiful explanation of how a minor difference can present a totally divergent meaning. 
    In Avos, the Mishna states: “Any love that depends on a specific cause (rcsc vhuk,v vcvt) is lost when the cause is
gone.” When two people marry each other because they are enamored with the other person’s money, prestige or beauty,
their love for each other will inevitably disappear, as soon as the original cause for their “love” fades. My machshava here
is, that achdus and unity can come in different varieties. Families are united because each member loves the other, and they
share not only a common ancestor, but also a united vision and purpose. The Egyptians never loved each other but they
were united in their goal to recapture their former slaves. This is what caused their unity. Rashi expresses this by saying,
they had one heart, one goal, which made them into an “Ish Echad.” Here, at the foot of Har Sinai, Bnei Yisroel became
united as one family and their love for one another was not based on any common goal. It was pure love, plain and simple.
This led them to be "sjt ckc sjt ahtf" and when Klal Yisroel joins together this way, Hashem joins them as well.              
    

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 /// uasek ,cav ouh ,t rufz(j-f)

 wudu wv kt ogv hrcs ,t van cahu vagb wv rcs rat kf urnthu usjh ogv kf ubghu(j-yh)
    Our Sages teach us that the Kabollas HaTorah of our forefathers, thousands of years ago, was not an isolated incident.
In fact, in every generation, we revisit this “Kaballah” - this unique acceptance of Torah primacy in our lives, and in
return, the Torah uplifts us, guides us and protects us. With our great leaders showing us the way, each and every Jew,
from the most simple to the most scholarly, can have an impact on the world, not only for himself and his family, but with
the power of his “Kabollas HaTorah” on any level, he can affect the lives of others in a great and meaningful way.     
     A couple living abroad (Chutz L’aretz) was married for over twenty years but unfortunately, they were not blessed with
children. They went to doctors for treatment and prayed at holy sites, year after year, to no avail. Someone suggested that
they should move to the Holy Land, for Chazal tell us that settling in Eretz Yisroel is a segulah for children. They followed
this advice and uprooted their lives, but three years later, however, there was still no change in their situation.
     One day, they bumped into an old friend, a neighbor from their former city. He inquired how they were faring and
when he heard that they were still waiting for children, he tried to console them. “Please, don’t be sad,” he said to them. “If
after twenty-three years nothing has changed, you have no reason to keep hoping for children. There are many couples
without children, and it’s not the end of the world; there are many other mitzvos in the Torah that you can fulfill.” This
man did not mean any harm, he was simply ignorant. He saw the sadness on their faces, and he thought that he was
comforting them, helping them face their disappointment, and giving them strength to carry on with their lives. 
   When this man returned to his home abroad, he told his wife that he met the couple and what he had said. She scolded
him harshly, “How can you say such a thing? Why did you have to mix into other people’s business?”
    The man tried to defend himself. “They looked so sad, if you would have seen their miserable faces, you would have
tried to console them as well, ” he replied to his wife. But she wouldn’t hear of it.
     “How do you know they’ll never have children? Even after all this time, how can you be so sure?” she asked.
     The man thought for a moment. “You know what?” he finally said, “If they do have children, after twenty-three years, I
will sell my entire business, move to Eretz Yisroel, and become a kollel yungerman! How would you like that?”
    She agreed to his off-hand proposition, and the subject didn’t come up for another two years, until they heard the
miraculous news: Amazingly, after two years of tearful davening and hopeful treatments, the couple was blessed with
twins, a girl and a boy! It was the talk of the town. Everyone was elated. Everyone, except for one man who had opened
his mouth foolishly, and now he began to panic. He took the first flight to Israel, and drove straight to Bnei Brak to R’
Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a. As soon as he was admitted, he told him the whole story. He wanted to know what should he do?
     “What’s the question?” asked R’ Chaim, dismissively. “Keep your word!”
     The man began to panic again. “Can’t I do hataras nedarim (nullify my vow)?” he asked with great urgency.
    “No! Your neder was in the category of a neder mitzvah, which cannot be annulled,” replied R’ Chaim.
     Practically hyperventilating, the man tried one last time. “Maybe I can appoint a shaliach (emissary) who will learn
instead of me in kollel? I will support him and provide him with all his needs. He will lack for nothing!”
     R’ Chaim looked at him and smiled. “That’s actually a good idea, to appoint a shaliach.  But you should do it in the
opposite direction. You learn in kollel, and the shaliach will run the business!” R’ Chaim was quiet for a moment and then
with a piercing glance, he added, “Maybe they had children in the merit of your neder to learn in kollel!”
     R’ Shlomo Levenstein shlit’a who told this story, comments: “Amazing! This Yid hadn’t begun learning yet. All he did
was make a neder to start and already, in the zechus of his kaballah, a barren woman had children! Is it not clear to everyone
that Torah study is oxygen! It provides vitality for the entire world. It causes barren woman to have children; it heals all
illnesses. Nothing is greater!”                                                                                                                                                                    

      ubjhu hbhx rcsn utchu ohshprn ugxhu
 rvv sdb ktrah oa ijhu rcsnc      (c-yh)

 /// h,hhv rd rnt hf oard sjtv oa rat vhbc hba ,tu(d-jh)
    When Yisro arrived in the desert, he brought Moshe’s
two sons with him. The Torah specifically points out their
names: “Gershom, because he (Moshe) said, ‘I was a
stranger (rd) in a foreign land. And Eliezer, because he
said, ‘The G-d of my father came to my aid and rescued me
from Pharaoh’s sword.’” Why does the Torah recount this
now? What is so timely and important about these names? 
   R’ Simche Zissel Broide zt”l (Rosh Yeshivah of
Chevron/Jerusalem) provides us with a great lesson. Moshe
Rabbeinu had just witnessed - and even personally
participated in - miracles the likes of which the world had
never seen. The Makkos, Krias Yam Suf and its many
accompanying miracles, the war against Amalek and the
Mann. Yet, Moshe Rabbeinu did not forget the “smaller”
miracles that he personally experienced in his own lifetime;
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whether it was having a child, staying alive in golus, or
being rescued from Pharaoh’s executioner. One’s personal
miracles, one’s daily survival, is something that should not
be overshadowed, even by something as powerful as the
Geulah - the ultimate redemption - itself! 
     When we say “Modim Anachnu Lach,” three times a day,
and we give thanks to Hashem, "ubng ouh kfca lhxb kg" - “for
the miracles that are with us daily,” we recognize that life
itself is a miracle. A big miracle. We eat, sleep and breathe,
because Hashem allows us to. We survive in this harsh golus
because it is the will of Hashem. But at the same time, we
should try to name - or at least think about - some of the
smaller miracles that pertain to our personal lives, just as
Moshe named his sons to remind him of the “small” miracles.
Then, we will realize that we are thanking Hashem for these
gifts  forever, even after we witness the ultimate miracles of
the Geulah Shelaima, speedily and in our days!

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: On November 3, 1957, the Soviet Union sent a
spacecraft (Sputnik 2) into orbit around the earth, with a
dog named Laika inside. The dog was a stray taken off a
Moscow street and strapped to a flight harness. The whole
world held its breath in captivated amazement over the

fabulous accomplishment of a living and breathing being
circling the earth. It was the early days of the “Space Race.”
    The Sputnik and its canine passenger were the talk of

town. Even in the local synagogues, this amazing journey
was discussed. When one of the prominent Chassidim in
Russia in those days heard about the feat, he commented: “I

hope that we don’t behave like that dog in the spacecraft.” 
    The others looked at him oddly and he explained his
words. “The dog is sitting there inside the Sputnik rocket
eating, drinking and doing nothing. He doesn’t know how
to fly a spacecraft. He has no idea whatsoever about what is

going on around him. He is not aware of the fact that
millions of people are following the orbit of his spacecraft
with bated breath. Neither does he understand that he is sent

as a messenger fulfilling a vital task. In actual fact, every
Jew has been given an incomparable greater mission than
that dog. We are constantly being watched from Heaven in



FOR HIS SAKE
Reproduced from "Living Kiddush Hashem" by Rabbi Shraga Freedman, 
with permission of ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications. 
 
Chaim Shechter* was dreading his trip from Denver 
to Cleveland. With five children under eight, flying 
was never fun, and this time would be worse than 
ever. No direct flights had been available, so he had 
been forced to book a two-hour stopover in Atlanta, 
bringing the trip to seven hours. To make matters 
worse, he had come down with a stomach virus. 
Recently, his friend had flown with his family, and the 
kids had made such a ruckus that the flight crew had 
given free vouchers to the other passengers. Chaim 
had a sinking feeling that a similar fate awaited him.

The morning of the trip, he focused intently on 
the words “aseh l’maan shemecha” in Shacharis. 
“Hashem,” he pleaded, “please help me for Your sake! 
Let us have an easy trip, so that no chillul Hashem 
comes from my family.”

Two hours before they were scheduled to leave, the 
phone rang. “Mr. Shechter, this is Brenda from Delta. 
Unfortunately, your flight was overbooked, and we 
had to transfer you to a direct flight to Cleveland with 
Continental. We apologize for the inconvenience.”

The airline offered compensation, but the reward 
came in the form of a shorter trip, and the kids’ 
stellar behavior, which evoked admiring remarks 
from their fellow travelers. Apparently, davening to 
avert chillul Hashem is a powerful tool indeed!

We all have things to daven for. We could plead 
with Hashem to bring us happiness and success 
simply because we need them—but if we daven out 
of concern for Hashem’s honor, then we reach the 
ultimate level of tefillah.   

REMEMBER & GUARD
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher. 

Our duties toward Shabbos are reminiscent of Hashem’s appointing Adam 
as his representative in the world, l’avda ul’shamra. Shabbos is Hashem’s way 
of preserving man’s acknowledgment of Him. When mankind forgot Him, 
it began to fall, necessitating the establishment of klal Yisrael as Hashem’s 
messengers to lead it upward again. Hence, Shabbos is not introduced in this 
parsha as a new institution; the Torah assumes it as a given. We are simply 
commanded “not to forget” it, as previous generations had.

Even the sanctification of Shabbos was not new. The mitzvah of Shabbos 
had already been given to us at Mara, in connection with the mann—general 
principles related to the procurement of food. There, the Torah first 
introduced man’s Shabbos as a sanctification of Hashem’s, but here, its 
purpose is only to remind us not to forget. Thus, shamor es yom haShabbos 
l’kadsho kaasher tzivcha Hashem Elokecha is simply a literal explanation of 

We ask Hashem to open our lips so that our mouths can tell over 
his praise. This pasuk, Hashem sefasai tiftach, was composed 
by David Hamelech as part of perek nun-alef in Tehillim, which 
describes his teshuvah process after sinning with Batsheva. In 
this perek, David Hamelech asks Hashem to accept his tefillah in 
place of a korban, because there was no korban to atone for what 
he had done. Like David, we too cannot bring a korban, because 
we have no Beis Hamikdash. Therefore, we too ask Hashem 
to accept our tefillos as a “service of the heart,” instead of the 
avodah that would have been performed there. 

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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zachor es yom haShabbos l’kadsho.

If we remember that only in Mara did the 
seventh day receive the name "Shabbos," it 
follows that zachor es yom haShabbos means 
nothing other than shamor es yom haShabbos 
l’kadsho kaasher tzivcha Hashem Elokecha. 
This identification of zechira and shemira 
(which according to midrash were spoken 
and heard simultaneously at Har Sinai, and 
which therefore can be considered one unit) 
constitutes a forceful protest against any 
attempt to reject Hashem and his Torah, to 
reduce Shabbos to a day of mere “spiritual 
remembrance,” zechira. Such an attempt 
would divest the Sabbath of its essential 
component—namely, shemira, refraining from 
all constructive work, the shvisa from which the 
very name Shabbos derives.

In Pesikta Rabbasi 23, we find the significant 
statement: Amar R’ Yudan, zachor nasan 
l’umos haolam; shamor nasan l’Yisrael. The 
meaning of this statement is exactly the same 
as we explained above: at first, when Shabbos 
was instituted for mankind, it entailed only 
remembrance, but as a commemoration, it 
was lost to mankind. Klal Yisrael was given 
the command of shemira, the concrete 
demonstration of Shabbos’s spirituality 
through tangible symbols, in order to preserve 
the Sabbath and restore it to its former glory. It 
is this shemira, not zechira, that is the hallmark 
of hilchos Shabbos, for it is only logical that 
zechira should already have been the common 
possession of all mankind.

Accordingly, one who divests the Shabbos 
of shemira, thinking he can suffice himself 
with zechira, destroys it, and undermines 
the foundations of an entire mitzvah, which 
Hashem established to preserve for all 
mankind. 

DAVID MELECH YISRAEL
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

After Shaul neglected to carry out his full instructions concerning the war with 
Amalek, Hashem told Shmuel to go to the home of Yishai, where He would 
reveal the next king.

World history abounds with the rises and falls of kings, but this episode is vastly 
different from all the rest. David’s kingship was an intrinsic part of Hashem’s 
plan for the universe, for the world will ultimately come to complete tikkun 
under the leadership of his descendant, Mashiach ben David. It was for David’s 
sake that Adam Harishon gave away seventy years of his life, so that David 
Hamelech, originally destined to die shortly after birth, could live to fulfill his 
role in the plan for the world. 

David Hamelech was given the eternal right to the scepter of malchus, and is 
considered the fourth leg of the heavenly chariot, together with the Avos. There 
never was another person quite like him, whose passionate love for the Creator 
is expressed throughout the words of Tehillim. Subsequently, the neviim 
commanded that the Leviim use the words of Tehillim when they sing and play 
music to accompany the offering of korbanos.

It would be a grave mistake, however, to think that all David’s accomplishments 
came easily to him. He had a very difficult life, from his youth through his old 
age. His enemies persecuted him relentlessly, starting with Shaul, who accepted 
slander about David and considered him a threat. He was in mortal danger 
countless times during Shaul’s pursuit, but each time he escaped miraculously. 
Whenever David faced trouble, he turned directly to Hashem. Many perakim in 
Tehilim were composed when David was hiding or on the run. Never did he lose 
his faith.

But David had internal struggles, too. When Shmuel first saw him, he saw 
a reddish complexion and assumed he was a killer like Esav. David was, in 
fact, born with a predisposition toward bloodshed. Hashem assured Shmuel 
that David would use these natural tendencies only in accordance with the 
instructions of Sanhedrin. Indeed, David fought many wars to protect his 
people, but only when it was in accordance with Hashem’s will. Throughout 
Tanach, Hashem testifies over and over that David was the very best. 

SPITTING DISTANCE

How do frogs catch their dinner?

New research shows that frog saliva is tailor-made to grab bugs, which explain how they can 
snatch flies out of the air at incredible speeds and hang on to them using only their tongues. When 
the frog’s tongue touches a fly, its saliva actually changes properties. Frog saliva is normally thick, 
like honey, but when the frog hits an insect with its tongue, the force of contact causes the thick 
saliva to liquefy. The watery saliva spreads all over the nooks and crannies of the insect’s body, 
trapping the helpless bug. The saliva then becomes thick again, and the frog pulls the insect into 
its mouth. Very few fluids can change texture spontaneously, making frog spit very rare indeed.  

Adapted from Hashem.com.
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

I read a story about 
someone whose 
red sports car was 
stolen. The car was 
eventually found 

by the police but was painted black and 
worth a lot more, so the owner ultimately 
benefited from the theft. 
Shulchan Aruch (C.M. 362:1) seems to 
indicate that the victim is not entitled to take 
the car back and is merely reimbursed for 
its value at the time of the theft.
Q: Is that the halachah? 
A: The principle that you refer to is true. 
When stolen property physically changed 
while in the possession of the thief, even 
if the owner did not despair of recovering 
it, the thief acquires it. This means that he 
keeps the stolen object and is obligated to 
pay the owner the value of the object before 
it was physically changed (C.M. 362:1). 
This principle applies when the change is 
permanent; for example, the theft of raw 
wool that is then woven into cloth. If the 
change is reversible — e.g., the theft of 
pieces of wood that are nailed together into 
a box, which can be dismantled — the thief 
does not acquire the wood and must return 
it (C.M. 360:5-6).
In the above situation, painting a car is an 
irreversible change, since removing the 
black paint will not leave the original red 
paint intact.  Furthermore, repainting it red 
does not restore it to its original state; it 
constitutes something new.
However, Poskim maintain that this applies 
only when the change transformed the 
name of the stolen object (Rema and Shach 
4) or when the change is significant and 
changes the object’s character (Minchas 
Pitim;  see also Igros Moshe, O.C. 3:65). If the 
change is not that significant, the thief does 
not acquire the stolen object.

Mr. Berger was flying to Eretz Yisrael for a simchah. 
Three people gave him, as a shaliach mitzvah, $1 each 
for tzedakah. He put the money with his passport, so 
that it would not get mixed with his own money.
When Mr. Berger arrived at the airport, he unloaded 

his bags from the taxi and went to get a luggage cart, which cost $6. He reached into his 
pocket to take out his wallet, but it was not there!
Mr. Berger called home to see if he’d left his wallet there by mistake. 
“I’ll check right away,” said his wife. She called back two minutes later to say that the 
wallet was on his desk. 
“Can you rush it over to the airport?” Mr. Berger asked. “I have another hour till boarding 
begins. I’ll check the luggage meanwhile and wait for you before proceeding through 
security.”
“I’ll leave now!” replied Mrs. Berger. “I should be there in about 35 minutes.”
Mr. Berger rummaged through his pockets and found a pouch with some loose change 
and three $1 bills.
“Just enough, together with the tzedakah money!” Mr. Berger exclaimed. “When I get my 
wallet, I can repay the $3.” He was about to put the $6 in the machine, when he suddenly 
thought, “Am I allowed to borrow the tzedakah money for my own purposes?”
He decided to hold off on the cart. “Now the tzedakah money is mixed with mine,” he 
reflected. “How can I know which was the actual tzedakah money?”
He tried carrying the bags, but they were too heavy. “I have some spare shekalim in 
the pouch,” Mr. Berger realized. 
“Maybe I can set aside shekalim for 
the tzedakah and use the dollars 
for the cart? Anyway, it’s easier to 
distribute shekalim in Eretz Yisrael 
than individual dollar bills.”
He pondered the issue for a moment. 
“I’m going to call Rabbi Dayan,” he 
finally declared. 
Mr. Berger told Rabbi Dayan, “I have 
three questions. First, can I use 
the tzedakah money and repay it? 
Second, must I keep the tzedakah 
money separate? Third, can I convert 
it to shekalim?”
“Regarding money that was entrusted 
unsealed to a person,” replied Rabbi 
Dayan, “the Mishnah (B.M. 43a) 
teaches that, in certain cases, the 
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gifts#5

Some assert that only changes that affect 
the entire object — e.g., coloring wool 
— constitute a significant change. The 
change must transform the character of the 
whole object to be considered a significant 
change (Aruch Hashulchan, C.M. 360:10). 
For example, Poskim discuss someone who 
stole a tallis and replaced the tzitzis. Does 
that constitute a change to the tallis or not? 
(Shoel U’meishiv 1:MD”K:143).
In the case you mention, it seems that the 
paint job does not constitute a significant 
change because: a) the name of the object 
has not changed; i.e., it remains a car; b) 
its function remains the same; and c) the 
change is external and the essence of the 
car has not changed (Birurei Halachah II, 
p. 22). Therefore, the thief is obligated to 
return the car to the owner.
Furthermore, Halachah may recognize the 
law of the land — dina d’malchusa dina 
— which mandates the return of stolen 
property even in such a case (Rema, C.M. 
356:7; Shach 10; Ketzos 5).
In the event that the value of the car 
increased because of the paint job, the 
owner must refund to the thief the increased 
value (C.M. 354:1; 362:9; Shach 363:14). 
However, if there were witnesses to the 
theft, the owner is not obligated to refund 
the additional value since technically the 
thief is obligated to pay kefel — double 
the value of the stolen object.  Although 
nowadays beis din cannot obligate a thief to 
pay kefel, if the owner takes possession of 
money or goods equal to kefel, he need not 
refund it (C.M. 1:5). It should be noted that 
there is no obligation of kefel if the car was 
forcefully stolen (gezeilah).  
It also seems that if the thief returns the 
car and does not demand a refund for the 
additional value he generated, the owner 
has no obligation to offer payment. 

money matters

implicit understanding is that the guardian can use the money and return other money 
in its place. Certainly, one can mix it with his own bills and return other ones instead” 
(C.M. 292:7; Nesivos 183:4; Pischei Choshen, Pikadon 5:21).
“However, regarding money that was given to someone for tzedakah, many authorities 
maintain that the person may not borrow the money, unless it is in the interest of the 
tzedakah to do so,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “Thus, regarding the first question, you 
are not allowed to use the money for your own purposes” (Y.D. 259:1; Nesivos 301:9; 
Tzedakah Umishpat 8:8).
“What about mixing the money?” asked Mr. Berger.
“It does not seem necessary to set aside and give the exact bills that were handed 
to you. You may mix the money with your bills, provided that you maintain the 
amount that was given to you,” answered Rabbi Dayan. “You may even change the 
denomination of the bills, since it makes no difference to the giver or to the poor 
people what denomination the bills are, unless there is special reason to assume 
otherwise” (Tzedakah Umishpat 7:[18]).
“What about converting the dollars to shekalim?” asked Mr. Berger.
“That depends on what is more convenient for the poor people,” replied Rabbi Dayan. 
“If the dollars are preferable, you may not convert them. However, if shekalim are more 
convenient and it is in the better interest of the poor, then you may replace the dollars 
with shekalim. If the value of the dollar rose before you actually gave the shekalim, 
however, you may have to add to maintain the original dollar value.”

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 
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story line

Matanah al menas l’hachzir
(Based on writings of Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita)
Q: What is meant by giving a gift al menas l’hachzir?
A: A special kind of conditional gift is matanah al menas l’hachzir (a gift on condition of 
returning it). An example is giving one’s lulav and esrog to another on the first day of 
Sukkos, when ownership is required to fulfill the mitzvah. The recipient acquires the lulav 
and esrog, and thereby fulfills the mitzvah, on condition that he return them afterward 
(C.M. 241:6; O.C. 658:3-4).
Even if the condition was not stated explicitly, but the lulav and esrog were clearly 
given with this intention — e.g., a communal set, or if the owner has only this set — it 
is as if the condition was stated. Further implicit in this condition is that the lulav and 
esrog be returned while still relevant for the giver (O.C. 658:5; Bei’ur Halachah, O.C. 
658:4, s.v. l’achar).
If the giver forgoes the condition and allows the recipient to keep the gift forever, he 
does not have to make a new kinyan (Pischei Teshuvah, C.M. 241:6).
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inheritance #20

which halachically may be sold, and selling 
a non-existent loan (davar shelo ba la’olam), 
which is halachically ineffective, since a kinyan 
takes effect only on something that exists (see 
Bris Yehudah 15:[21]). There is a disagreement 
whether a kinyan situmta is effective on 
something that does not yet exist. According 
to some authorities, non-existent debts 
may not be sold even with a kinyan situmta. 
Therefore, the money that is transferred is 
categorized as a loan and thus subject to 
the prohibition of ribbis. Others assert that a 
kinyan situmta is effective on something that 
does not yet exist (see Toras HaKinyanim 12:6). 
However, practically speaking, one must 
draft a heter iska for MCAs, as we will explain. 
Halachah stresses that if Reuven guarantees 
Shimon that he will collect $1,000 even if the 
actual debtor defaults, the “sale” of the debt 
violates the prohibition of ribbis. The reason 
is that if Reuven guarantees the loan, the 
transaction is not halachically a sale, it is a 
loan. To be categorized as a sale Shimon must 
be willing to forgo any claims against Reuven 
if the debtor cannot or will not repay the 
money he owes. Once it is considered a sale 
the prohibition of ribbis does not apply (Y.D. 
173:4).
In most Merchant Cash Advance agreements, 
the merchant (borrower) is obligated to repay 
the investor a specified amount and thus the 
transaction is subject to the prohibition of 
ribbis. This is especially true when rather than 
selling specific debts (e.g., the first $50,000 of 
sales), the merchant sells $50,000 of collected 
sales, regardless of when that amount is 
collected. Since the buyer (investor) does 
not bear any risk of a default from a specific 
debt, the transaction is a loan. Additionally, 
the above parameters are limited to the sale 
of debts, but since the merchant purchases 
collected monies, it is certainly categorized as 
a loan and subject to the prohibition of ribbis. 

money matters

“What about after notification?” asked Shraga.
“The seller is expected to collect the defective merchandise, like other entrusted 
items, i.e., the owner, who is responsible to collect them,” replied Rabbi Dayan. 
“Therefore, after notification, the buyer is considered only a shomer chinam, and is 
no longer liable for theft. However, Aruch Hashulchan writes that the buyer remains 
liable for theft even after notifying until the seller has time to collect it” (Sma 232:51-
52; Aruch Hashulchan 232:35).
“Does it make a difference whether the item was intended for export?” asked Ari.
“The Rambam and Shulchan Aruch write that if the seller knew that the merchandise 
was intended for export, he is responsible to retrieve it from there or sell it there,” 
replied Rabbi Dayan. “However, if the buyer was not expected to take it elsewhere, 
he is responsible to return it to the city of sale. He has to undo what he did when he 
distanced the item from the city and remains liable until then” (Sma 232:53; Nesivos 
232:10; Pischei Choshen, Onaah 13:13,25).
“What about our case?” asked Shraga.
“Since it was expected that you might take the shirts overseas, you are no longer 
liable for theft after notifying the store,” answered Rabbi Dayan. “Of course, this 
assumes that the store believes you that the shirt was defective and missing. I should 
further note that if the store has a standard return policy for defective items, that 
policy is binding, since the initial transaction was made with this understanding.”
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Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com

BHI  |  1937 Ocean Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11230  |  877-845-8455  |  ask@businesshalacha.com  |  www.businesshalacha.com

To subscribe send an email to subscribe@businesshalacha.com or visit us on the web at www.businesshalacha.com

story line

Secular Wills
(Based on writings of Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita)

Q: Are secular wills valid in Halachah? May the non-halachic beneficiaries accept their share?
A: Secular wills usually are not halachically valid, since they usually bequeath the assets after 
death to non-halachic inheritors (Sma 253:72).
Nonetheless, if the halachic inheritors did not contest the will and the estate was 
divided accordingly, many maintain that the beneficiaries of the will may keep what 
was distributed to them. Furthermore, some maintain that the inheritors are required 
to follow the will based on mitzvah l’kayem divrei hames, even though the assets were 
not entrusted, and the beneficiaries can keep what was distributed to them even if the 
halachic inheritors contested the will (Binyan Tzion 2:24; Achiezer 3:34; Igros Moshe, E.H. 
1:104).
To avoid disputes between inheritors, a person should prepare a will that is valid both legally 
and halachically. There are various halachic options that can be discussed. Since they relate to 
civil law as well, a person should consult an expert who deals with wills to draft an appropriate 
will (Pischei Choshen, Yerushah 4:28-35).
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Now You Know 
The Torah is full of mitzvos for which a 
reason is given, but the actual reason is 

much deeper. It would be a mistake to 
take the words of the Torah at face 

value. They are to be pondered and 
turned over again and again in order to 
keep finding more insight. 

The end of the Parsha discusses the 
altar. One is not allowed to ascend the 

altar of HaShem by steps. Instead, a 
ramp is to be used. The reason given is 

that one should not reveal his 
nakedness upon it. 

My grandfather, R’ Abba Zalka Gewirtz 

z”l would speak of Rashi’s commentary 
on this verse. 

“Because of the steps, one would have 

to extend the length of his paces; and 
though there would not be an actual 

uncovering of private places, as the 
Kohanim wore breeches, it would be 
close to doing so.” 

Zaidy would comment how careful we 
must be to not even give the 

appearance of impropriety and keep far 
away from it. 

Rashi also makes the logical argument, 

“Stones have no feelings, and yet the 
Torah says we must be sensitive to 

them because they provide us benefit. 
How much more so must one be careful 

with his friend’s honor, who is created in 
the image of the Creator and who does 
have feelings!” 

It would seem that the mitzvah was 

about the altar, but in truth, it, like all 
other mitzvos, are about life. 

Thought of the week: 

The winners are the ones 
who best understand the 
rules of the game. 

 (D:K TWMw) „.YANsL ...TBA IWE DQP ANQ LQ VYQLA ÂH YKNA YK ODBET ALW OHL HWXTwT AL‰ 
“Don’t bow to [idols] or serve them, for I am a jealous G-d, holding the sin of the 
fathers for three and four generations for those who hate Me.” (Shemos 20:4) 

The Aseres HaDibros, often referred to as the Ten Commandments, began with HaShem, 
Himself, speaking to the entire nation of Israel. He identified Himself as the one who took 
us from Egypt. In appreciation for that, it makes sense that we should look to Him as our 
master and our G-d. He then adjures us not to have other gods. 

Then comes this statement, which is interesting. We should not serve idols or foreign gods 
because, “I maintain the sin of the fathers for generations.” HaShem could have said, 
“Don’t serve other gods because I am the only true G-d.” He could have said, “Don’t serve 
them because they are worthless,” or “because I took you from Egypt.” Instead, it seems 
like a threat, that we should serve HaShem or else He will punish us. 

This is not factually correct, however. When HaShem bears the sin of multiple generations, 
it’s actually a kindness. He may withhold punishment from a sinner and give them a chance 
to have a righteous child who can transform the evil into good. He may give that person a 
chance as well, and their children. Waiting until the fourth generation and only then visiting 
the sins of the first on the child that has followed in its ways is a reason to see HaShem as 
kind and generous. 

The next posuk tells us that HaShem repays kindnesses for 2000 generations, 500 times 
more than the punishments that might be carried over. This disproportionate beneficence 
further illustrates how giving G-d actually is and that one who serves Him will find goodness 
and grace surrounding him. 

HaShem tells us not to waste our time on idols and powerless gods because He wants us 
to be happy and have what we need. However, as the commentaries explain, HaShem 
cannot allow His name to be sullied. Therefore, if we seek other sources of power, 
HaShem will hold back His goodness lest we make the mistake that those other sources 
have efficacy.  

Essentially, the message of why we should serve HaShem and not other gods is because 
HaShem is good and wants us to enjoy the world He has given us. He wants us to have a 
place to turn where our prayers will be answered and from whence help can come. 

Following on this we find the commandment to honor our parents, with the promise of long 
life attached to it. These are not two separate promises, but part of a larger communication 
to us that the Torah and all the mitzvos are intended to give human beings - and in 
particular Jews, who have more mitzvos – the instructions for getting the most joy and 
benefit out of life. 

Henry Ford insisted that the parts he bought for his Model T be sent in crates made to his very 
specific instructions, from the size and type of wood to be used, down to the places of screws.   

Not wanting to give up such a lucrative account, the parts suppliers gladly had the crates made 
the way Ford wanted.  While they complied, the suppliers could not imagine what difference it 
made what kind of crate the parts came in as long as they got to their destination. 

When the parts arrived, however, Ford’s workers were instructed not to use crowbars to tear 
open the crates. The wooden crates were then disassembled and became the floorboards for 
the famed Model T, with holes for the screws already in the proper places!  

The Torah provides us the framework that HaShem set forth so that everything in our 
lives falls into place. If we recognize that, we will be ahead of the game and live joyfully. 

©2018 – J. Gewirtz 
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With these words, the Torah ex-
plains what motivated Yisro to 
join the Jewish people. He heard 

all of the great miracles that HASHEM did: 
the ten Makkos, the splitting of the sea… all 
done for Moshe and Yisrael.
Rashi makes an observation on this po-
suk. The Torah seems to equate Moshe to 
the entire Jewish people, with the words 
“that which HASHEM did for Moshe and 
Yisrael.” This implies that all of the stupen-
dous events of Yitzias Mitzraim had been 
brought for these two equals: Moshe and 
the entire Jewish nation.
Rashi explains that not only is this correct, 
it is what the Torah is teaching us. Moshe 
really was the equivalent to the entire na-
tion. The Torah said “that which HASHEM 
did for Moshe and Yisrael” to teach us this 
very point.  

³ HOW CAN ONE HUMAN 
BEING EQUAL A NATION?

The problem with this Rashi is that it 
doesn’t seem possible that one human be-
ing could be the equal to an entire nation. 
At this time, the Jewish people consisted of 
approximately three million men, women, 
and children, including many Zakainim, 
and many very righteous individuals. As 
great as Moshe may have been, how is it 
possible that one person could be the equiv-
alent to so many?
he answer to this question lies in under-
standing the difference between physical and 
spiritual growth.
On a physical plane, the human is capable 
of extraordinary accomplishments. An 
Olympic athlete can take a bar weighing 
over 500 pounds and in one smooth move-
ment lift it over his head – an act that seems 
beyond human capacity. Yet this athlete 
didn’t start out lifting stupendous amounts. 
He began just like anyone else, and through 
a program of progressive weight training, he 
changed his physicality. By systematically 
challenging his body, he developed strength 
that is astonishing. 
But that growth is limited. As strong as he 
may be, he is still made of flesh and blood. 
He can’t bench press a freight train, or pick 
up a house. And, if he was hit by a truck, he 
would end up much like you and I would. 

While he may have changed his muscularity 
and body mass index, his growth remains 
within the bounds of physical limitations. 
Spiritual growth, on the other hand, is far 
more expansive and almost limitless. To 
better understand this, it may be helpful to 
focus on understanding who we are. 
The “I” that tells my fingers to move, my 
tongue to speak, and my legs to walk is a 
spiritual entity. I was once sitting under 
HASHEM’s throne up in Shamayim and 
have now been temporarily put into this 
heavy cloak of physicality. In the near fu-
ture, I will once again separate from this 
body, and in whatever state of perfection 
that I have reached, will live on forever. 
HASHEM custom-designed this world, 
and our current existence, specifically so 
that we can grow. We were given all the 
challenges and tools needed to shape our-
selves into powerful spiritual entities that 
can tower over the greatest celestial beings. 
The difficulty that we have in understand-
ing our potential is because we think in 
physical terms and try to apply them to the 
spiritual realm. However, spirituality has a 
very different set of rules. 
If we were to borrow a physical moshol, it 
would work something like this. 

³ IF PHYSICAL GROWTH 
WERE WITHOUT LIMITS

Imagine that HASHEM created a world 
solely so that man could become as physi-

cally big and as strong as possible. In this 
world, rather than his growth being slow 
and incremental, it happens almost instant-
ly and without limits.  
So our prototype man shows up to the gym 
on day one weighing 150 lbs., puts 100 lbs. 
on the bar, and starts lifting. Because the 
work that he puts in brings about results, 
he grows. The next day, he shows up to the 
gym weighing 200 lbs. of solid muscle. He 
now puts 300 lbs on the bar and starts lift-
ing – easy as pie. And this work also brings 
about results, so the next day he walks into 
the gym weighing 250 lbs. and can easily 
lift 400 lbs. 
The startling part is that the growth is expo-
nential. Because each day he is bigger and 
stronger than the day before, he can now 
do more work, which itself challenges his 
body to a greater extent, and thereby causes 
increased growth. Because the increased 
growth builds on growth, within a short 
time he will be a towering hulk, able to ac-
complish physical feats that are beyond our 
comprehension. 

³ MOSHE RABBENU WAS UNIQUE

This seems to be the answer to Moshe Rab-
beinu. He was created with a unique nisha-
mah, and he used his potential fully. From 
his first moments of understanding, he de-
voted himself to the service of HASHEM. 
As a result, he grew. That growth was com-
pounded exponentially, level after level, un-
til he became so huge that he alone equaled 
an entire generation of people. Something 
that is impossible in the physical world: but 
can be realized in realm of the Nishamah.  

³ THE APPLICATION TO US

This concept is very relevant to our lives. 
We were created with almost unlimited po-
tential to grow, to change our inner essence. 
And that growth is something that we enjoy 
for eternity. When a person focuses on his 
true potential, life itself takes on a whole 
different dimension. Every moment is a 
precious opportunity to reach levels and ac-
quire riches that will last forever. 

—
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Tur (s”uh 252) states that the mitzvah of ohhuca iuhsp (freeing 
captives) takes precedence even over supporting the poor, and 
therefore, if money had been collected for any other mitzvah, it 
may be redirected to this purpose. The BaCH illustrates this with 
examples of money collected for a Shul, Beis HaMidrash or  
Talmud Torah, all of which which may be diverted to ohhuca iuhsp. 
R’ Chaim Palaggi wonders if by “Talmud Torah”, the BaCH 
meant funds designated to build a Yeshiva or to support those 
who taught and studied in it. Doesn’t the Gemara (Megilah16b) 
state that Talmud Torah is greater than even saving lives, as we 
see from the demotion of Mordechai among the ohnfj after he 
accepted a government post ? How can ohhuca iuhsp take 
precedence over Torah study ? The MaHarShal explains that 
whereas Torah study is a superior mitzvah and confers greater 
honor on a person, money must still be spent first on ,uapb ,kmv. 
The Gemara (Shabbos 119b) states that if any city does not have 
icr ,hc ka ,ueubh, (r”ca,) – schoolchildren studying Torah, such 
a city will eventually be destroyed, giving such specialized study 
an additional element of ,uapb ,kmv. As such, R’ Chaim Pilaggi 
(shc ohhj ,”ua 126) resolved the question of a would-be 
“Zevulun”, who wished to support and share in the learning of a 
“Yissachar” but could not decide between an outstanding Talmid 
Chochom and a Cheder Rebbi. Although Mordechai could not 
have taught 22,000 students himself and must have followed 
Yisro’s advice about delegation and hierarchy, still, the fact of his 
apparent demotion within the vkusdv ,xbf habt for having given 
up even a portion of his previous teaching time proves that even 
the goal of positioning himself within the government to avert 
potential danger to Klal Yisroel did not excuse him from 
neglecting icr ,hc ka ,ueubh,.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Since an Eved Canaani is obligated only in a woman’s mitzvos, is 
he permitted to cut his beard with a razor ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May one claim a Chidush of his own, if previously published ?)  
The Sdei Chemed (Peas HaSadeh, Maareches Alef, Kelalim 143) 
cites the Tiferes Ziv (in the Pesichah) who brings proof from the 
Gemara (Chulin 78a) that one need not mention a previously 
published Chidush, if he himself thought of it on his own. It is 
customary however, to mention that “later” it was found, and to 
cite where.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one built a window in his house that opens up with a view onto 
a neighbor’s property, the neighbor has a right to object and force 
closure of the window. If the neighbor assisted in construction of 
the window or indicated he had no objection or simply did not 
object for a Chazakah period, he may no longer object and the 
window may remain. In any case, the window owner never has 
the right to gaze down upon the neighbor’s property thru the 
window. (Rema n”uj 154:7)   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Pesachim 106a) states that when the Torah says 
uasek ,cav ouh ,t rufz, it intends for us to sanctify the Shabbos 
u,xhbfc (as it begins) with wine. However, Chazal determined that 
at the moment Shabbos begins, Kiddush over wine might not have 
been available, so instead, Kabolas Shabbos and Maariv would 
fulfill the uasek. (See Pnei Yehoshua in Berachos 33a) The 
Gemara (Berachos 27b) states that R’ Yashia would daven the 
Motzai Shabbos Maariv while it was still Shabbos. Certainly, 
davening at that time did not permit Melacha, and no one could 
argue that such a Tefilah ended the Kedusha of Shabbos.  Would 
the same be true with regard to davening Kabolas Shabbos and 
Maariv early on a Friday afternoon ? Would such Tefilos be able 
to usher in the Kedusha of Shabbos ? The Taz (j”ut 600:2) was 
presented with a question regarding a Kehilah that did not have a 
Shofar for Rosh HaShanah which fell on Thursday and Friday. 
The Kehilah had davened Kabolas Shabbos and Maariv before 
the Shkiyah late Friday afternoon, when someone showed up with 
a Shofar. The Taz ruled that the Shofar should be blown, and that 
the Kabolas Shabbos and Maariv be deemed to have been said 
,ugyc - in error, similar to Maariv on a dark and overcast day 
which seems to be night, but which is later determined to have 
been day. So too, had the Kehilah known that a Shofar would be 
forthcoming, they would never have been Mekabel Shabbos, and 
it is therefore deemed to be in error. The Torah LiShmah (117) 
was asked regarding a homeowner who hired someone to do work 
for him on Friday, and when the worker finished, he demanded 
payment. The homeowner prepared the money but was distracted, 
and it was only after he davened Kabolas Shabbos and Maariv 
(early) that he remembered he hadn’t paid. Since neglecting to 
pay on the day the work was completed transgresses a utk,  what 
can the homeowner  do ? The Torah LiShmah ruled that he could 
have his Kabolas Shabbos nullified, since it can be deemed to 
have been a Kabolas Shabbos ,ugyc. He adds that if it is possible 
to find 3 men who have not yet been Mekabel Shabbos, he should 
ask them to be Matir his Kabolas Shabbos. He may then pay his 
worker, and daven Kabolas Shabbos and Maariv again.    
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A bochur came to a Rav with a difficult question. His parents had 
divorced, and his mother, out of bitterness and frustration had gone to 
court where she secured a judgment requiring the father to pay her a 
large sum of money each month. The bochur had been looking forward 
to a Seder on Pesach at the home of his Rosh HaYeshiva. However, his 
father had asked him to please get a waiter job in a hotel over Pesach 
and give him the earnings, with which he could pay the alimony and 
avoid prison. What should he do ? The Rav replied that he should do as 
his father said. “When a parent davens for a child’s Hatzlachah, there is 
no more powerful aid, as it comes straight from the heart. This is why 
the Posuk says: lhnh iufhrth ignk instead of ufhrth, since it is really the 
parents whose Tefilos will bring about ohnh ,fhrt for the son. Do as 
your father asked. He will daven for your Hatzlacha, and you will merit 
many opportunities for many kinds of Sedarim”.   
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family. 
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ויאמר ד' אל משה כה תאמר אל “ 20:19

בני ישראל, אתם ראיתם כי מן השמים 

 ”דברתי עמכם.

לא תעשון אתי, אלהי כסף ואלהי זהב לא תעשו “ 20:20

 ”לכם.

“And Hashem said to Moshe, ‘So shall you say 

to the B’nei Yisroel: You have seen that I have 

spoken to you from Heaven.  You shall not 

make images of what is with Me; gods of silver 

and gods of gold you shall not make for 

yourself.”  “לא תעשון אתי”- The Torah tells us 

that one is not to make any celestial bodies 

that are in the heavens with Hashem.  Rashi 

explains that when the Posuk says not to 

make gods of silver, it means that while the 

Torah specifically commands us to build 

Keruvim, which are images, and place them in 

the Bais Hamikdash, it must be done to the 

exact specifications stated in the Torah.  The 

Torah says that they must be made of gold, 

and therefore making them from silver would 

be prohibited as if one was making a god.  One 

is not to make gods of gold tells us, that 

although it is permitted to make two Keruvim 

of gold, if one were to make four Keruvim of 

gold, that too would be prohibited as one 

making another false god.  One can only make 

the Keruvim exactly as specified in the Torah.  

The Posuk prior to this tells us that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu commands Moshe to tell Klal 

Yisroel that they saw Hashem speak to Moshe 

from Heaven.  What does Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu speaking to Moshe from Heaven have to do 

with not making celestial images, or Avodah 

Zarah?  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph. 

ן"רמב  אתם ראיתם כי מן השמים “ 20:19 – 

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu told – ”דברתי עמכם

Moshe to say to Klal Yisroel: “Since you have 

seen with your own eyes that I (Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu) have spoken to you from the 

heavens, and that I am the Master in the 

heavens and earth, do not join with Me gods of 

silver and gods of gold, for with Me, you have 

no need for any other support.   “ , לא תעשון אתי

 This means that you shall – ”אלהי כסף ואלהי זהב

not make gods of silver or gold to be gods for 

you together with Me – meaning that it is 

prohibited to have any belief in these images 

as gods, even if made by others.  “לא תעשו לכם” 

– You shall not make them at all for 

yourselves – meaning that even merely 

making these images, without any intention of 

worshiping them, is also prohibited.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  לא תעשון “ 20:20 – 

 You shall not make a representation of – ”אתי

anything to place next to Me. Any image that 

human beings make to represent the 

transcendental before your eyes will always 

turn out to be considered Avodah Zarah.  

People use symbols to represent the Divine to 

themselves; you must not do so.  Even those 

representations that I have commanded you to 

make, such as the Keruvim, can only be 

performed exactly as I commanded.  It is 

forbidden to erect a building that has the 

same dimensions as the Temple, or to make 

vessels that have the same dimensions as the 

Temple vessels (Rosh Hashanah 24).   

 Chazal – ”לא תעשון אתי“ 20:20 - אור החיים 

tell us that it is prohibited to make an image 

to represent Hashem in order to bow to it, 

despite the fact that the intention in doing so 

is to bow to Hashem.  It is also prohibited to 

make an image of Hashem’s attendants, the 

angels in Heaven.  Why does the Torah repeat 

itself a second time by saying, “לא תעשו לכם” – 

“You shall not make for yourselves,” after it 

already stated earlier in the Posuk, “ לא תעשו

  ”?You shall not make with Me“ – ”אתי

Additionally, what are we to learn from the 

word, “לכם” – “For yourselves?”  There are two 

types of Avodah Zarah, idol worship. The first 

is where one worships a foreign god with full 

belief in that Avodah Zarah, and one has a 

yearning to worship this Avodah Zarah.  To 

this, the Torah says, “לא תעשון אתי אלהי כסף” – 

the word “כסף” – means “כוסף” – yearns.  Do 

not make an Avodah Zarah that you believe in 
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and yearn for.  The word, “אתי” tells us that 

one who worships this type of Avodah Zarah 

out of free will, will draw the force of evil 

contained in the root of that sin into the root 

of his soul.  This occurs because the Neshama 

of a Yid is from a portion emanating from 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, as it says, “ עמו' חלק ד .” 

The second type of idol worship is one who 

knows in his heart and completely believes 

that any worshipping of a foreign god is 

complete nonsense, yet he does so for some 

material benefit, such as if one were offering 

him money to worship Avodah Zarah.  This 

person rationalizes that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

only cares what is in a person’s heart, and 

Hashem knows that he only believes in Him, 

and is really ridiculing the Avodah Zarah.  

One is prohibited to do this, but the Torah 

says, “לכם” – that this type of Avodah Zara 

only harms the person, but not the root of his 

Neshama that emanates from Hashem.   

 This – ”לא תעשון אתי“ 20:20 - העמק דבר 

Posuk cannot be speaking about making and 

worshipping actual Avodah Zarah, for Klal 

Yisroel were already warned about it from 

Hashem.  Rather it is speaking about not 

thinking one needs to have a Sar, a minister, 

to be in contact with the Melech Malchei 

Hamlachim, Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The way 

of the world, is that a king does not directly 

deal with his constituents, rather he has 

officers and ministers who are the 

intermediaries.  One may have thought that if 

that is the case for a king of flesh and blood, 

all the more so for the King of all Kings, Who 

Rules the entire world.  The Torah comes to 

tell us that this is in fact not so.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is so great, yet at the same time, 

the way we are to deal with Him, is directly.   

אתם ראיתם כי מן “ 20:19 – יצב אברהם 

 The Gemara in – ”השמים דברתי עמכם

Menochos 110a says that the other nations of 

the world called Hashem, the G-d of their god.  

They are of the belief that it is below the 

honor of Hashem to be busy with matters of 

the world down here.  They, therefore, make 

images of Mazalos to act as an intermediary 

between them and Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

This was the same error that the Eirav Rav 

made when they made the Eigel to be the 

replacement for Moshe Rabbeinu, for they 

believed they needed an intermediary between 

themselves and Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   At 

Matan Torah, Klal Yisroel saw Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu speak to man, and were to 

recognize that it is not below His honor to be 

the direct Master over this world.  Klal Yisroel 

saw that no intermediary is necessary, for 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs every aspect of this 

world, as well as the world above.  How did 

the nations of the world make this great 

mistake?  Their error came from their own 

arrogance.  Due to their arrogance, they 

assumed that Hakodosh Boruch Hu would act 

the way they do, and they deemed it below the 

honor of the One controlling the worlds above 

to also control the world below.  Sotah 4b – 

One who is arrogant is as if he worshipped 

Avodah Zarah, for one who is arrogant is 

showing that he believes that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu must also be arrogant – when 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu acts with great 

humility.  If Hakodosh Boruch Hu acts with 

humility, then certainly a being of flesh and 

blood must act that way.  One who does not, 

shows that he does not believe this about 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and that is like 

worshipping Avodah Zarah.   

אתם ראיתם כי מן “ 20:19 - תפארת יעקב 

 ,It should have said – ”השמים דברתי עמכם

 Perhaps we can ”.עמכם“ instead of ”אליכם“

explain a different way to understand this 

Posuk.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu was telling Klal 

Yisroel that they saw from Shomayim, “דברתי” 

– which can mean a way that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu dealt with “עמכם” – Klal Yisroel.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu provided food for Klal 

Yisroel through the מן for forty years – directly 

from Shomayim.  This was not through Teva, 

nature, rather it was directly from Hakodosh 



L'zecher Nishmas R’ Yehuda Ben R’ Chaim,  R’ Nissan Ben R’ Shmuel, Mala Frimet Bas R’ Yeshaya Menachem / Zechus for a Shidduch for Freidel Shaindel Bas Mindel Miriam                                       ד"בס  

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com  Thank you, Y. Schechter 

Boruch Hu.  When one is learning Torah or 

being Mispalel, “ אלהי כסף ואלהי , לא תעשון אתי

 he should not be focused on matters of – ”זהב

Gashmiyos – rather his focus should be on 

Ruchniyos for we already know and saw 

firsthand that Hakodosh Boruch Hu takes 

care of us.    

“ 20:20 - (ברעזאן) שפת אמת  , לא תעשון אתי

.אלהי כסף ואלהי זהב לא תעשו לכם ” – It says in 

the Sefer Ohr L’chaim the famous question of 

why Hakodosh Boruch Hu had to suspend a 

mountain over Klal Yisroel and tell them that 

if they did not accept the Torah they would be 

buried there, when Klal Yisroel had already 

said, “נעשה ונשמע” – and accepted it willingly.  

He answers that at that time, Klal Yisroel 

were in a good state of mind, and had a great 

desire to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu, a desire 

for elevated Ruchniyos.  Then it was easy to 

accept and follow the Torah.  However, the 

Torah needed to be accepted in “forced way” as 

a lesson for all future generations of Klal 

Yisroel, that even when they do not have the 

desire or will to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

they must nonetheless do so out of fear and 

trepidation.  Although it is not the optimal 

way, one must never rationalize to himself 

that he does not need to observe the Torah.  

With this P’shat, we can understand the 

words of our Posuk. “ אתם ראיתם כי מן השמים

 Klal Yisroel were on a great – ”דברתי עמכם

level of Ruchniyos at that time, they saw the 

words of Hakodosh Boruch Hu come down 

from Shomayim.  They had a great love and 

desire for Hakodosh Boruch Hu and His 

Torah.  Perhaps one only needs to perform 

Avodas Hashem when he is on an exalted 

level as they were then.  Therefore the Posuk 

says, “לא תעשון אתי” – do not say that you will 

only serve Hashem when you are “אתי” – with 

Me, with Hashem, and connected to Him. 

 ”אלהי זהב“ alludes to Ahavah, while ”אלהי כסף“

alludes to Yirah.  “לא תעשו לכם” – Don’t make 

it that you only serve Hashem when you have 

Ahavah and Yirah for Him.  Rather, even if 

one is not on that level, he must still serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu through humility, and 

with a broken heart that he is not on a level of 

Ruchniyos to have the Teshukah to serve 

Him.  If one does this, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

will bless him and he will come to serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu with both Yirah and 

Ahavah.  

“ 20:20 - יגל יעקב  אלהי כסף , לא תעשון אתי

.הב לא תעשו לכםואלהי ז ” – One must always 

strive to reach the level of Yiras Hashem first, 

and the Ahavas Hashem will come after on its 

own.  One can come to think that he has a 

portion in his Ahavas Hashem, for being that 

he came to Yiras Hashem, he was then Zoche 

to Ahavas Hashem – so he gets a partial 

credit, for had he not become a Yarei Hashem, 

the Ahavas Hashem would not have come.  On 

the other hand, one can think that his 

achieving Yiras Hashem was all his own 

doing.  However, both of these are incorrect, 

for without the help of Hashem, he could have 

not achieved the level of Yiras Hashem.  One 

must never become haughty as to the level of 

Ruchniyos he achieves, but should see it all as 

gift from Hashem – a gift he will not receive 

unless he puts effort into it.  “ לא תעשון אתי אלהי

 Do not think that you are partners with – ”כסף

“Me” Hakodosh Boruch Hu, in your Ahavas 

Hashem; “ואלהי זהב לא תעשו לכם” – and do not 

think that you get all the credit in your Yiras 

Hashem – for one has nothing to be arrogant 

about – it is all from Hakodosh Boruch Hu.    

אתם ראיתם כי מן השמים “ 20:19 - שמן הטוב 

 There were those who were of – ”דברתי עמכם

the belief that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is so 

great, that they cannot have direct contact 

with Him.  Therefore, they made images, 

which they believed would be the 

intermediary between themselves and 

Hashem.  For the same reason, the Eigel was 

created.  They did not believe that Moshe was 

G-d, rather they thought that he was on a 

great level of Ruchniyos, and therefore he was 
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able to be the intermediary between 

themselves and Hashem. When they believed 

Moshe was no longer alive, they sought a new 

intermediary so that they could keep their 

connection with Hashem.  We must know that 

this is completely untrue.  Klal Yisroel saw 

Hashem speak down to this world directly 

from Shomayim at Matan Torah.  There is no 

need for an intermediary; rather everyone can 

have a direct connection to Hashem.  

ח"ברכת הרי  אתם ראיתם כי מן “ 20:19 - 

 The Nefesh Hachaim – ”השמים דברתי עמכם

says that there are two types of Yetzer Hara: 

one is hot and one is cold.  When the Yetzer 

Hara provokes one to do an Aveirah, he does 

so by heating up the fire of his desires.  When 

the Yetzer Hara seeks to cause a person not to 

perform a Mitzvah, he does not do so with fire, 

rather he does it with cold, he cools off the 

persons desire to perform his Avodas Hashem.  

With this explanation, we can understand 

why the Torah is compared to אש, fire, as it 

says in Yirmiyah 23:29 “הלא כה דברי כאש.”  At 

the same time, the Torah is also compared to 

water, as it says in Yeshaya 55:1 “ הוי כל צמא לכו

 Torah is the antidote for the Yetzer  ”.מים

Hara, as the Gemara in Kiddushin 30 says, 

“ בראתי לו תורה תבלין, בראתי יצר הרע .”  The Yetzer 

Hara comes with two Kochos: the power of 

heat, which is fire, and the power of cold - 

which is water.  The Torah is both hot and 

cold, to counteract both powers of the Yetzer 

Hara.  The Torah is Meramez to the same 

concept in this Posuk - Bamidbar 31:23 “ כל דבר

וכל אשר לא יבא באש ...אשר יבא באש תעבירו באש

 If one can use the fire to fight – ”תעבירו במים

the Yetzer Hara, good, if not one needs to use 

water.  “אתם ראיתם כי מן השמים דברתי עמכם” - 

This was also why Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

revealed Himself from שמים on Har Sinai, He 

spoke directly from שמים. Bereishis Rabbah 

4:7 – the word for שמים, comes from אש and 

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu spoke to Klal  .מים

Yisroel from שמים, as a Remez that the Torah, 

which is also אש and מים, is the antidote 

against the Yetzer Hara. “אלהי כסף” – refers to 

the Koach of the Yetzer Hara made from cold, 

which is water – and silver is compared to 

water.  “ואלהי זהב” – refers to the Koach of the 

Yetzer Hara which comes from heat, which is 

fire, and is compared to gold.  One should not 

allow the Yetzer Hara to use these two 

Kochos, rather one should use the Torah to 

combat the efforts of the Yetzer Hara and 

follow in the ways of Hashem.   

 – Parshas Re’aih 13 – מדרש תנחומא 

“  –משפט רשעים בגיהנם שנים עשר חדש : חזקיה אמר

וששה חדשים בצינה, ששה חדשים בחמה ” – 

“Chizkiyah says: The judgment for the wicked 

is for twelve months – 6 months in heat, and 6 

months in cold.” 

 Perhaps now we can understand how 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu speaking to Moshe from 

Shomayim, is connected with making Avodah 

Zarah.  This is a fundamental point of the 

entire Torah Hakdosha - that each and every 

one of us can have a direct connection to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The Shomayim is 

made of fire and water, hot and cold.  They are 

diametrically opposed, yet in their service to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, they work in tandem 

and become one unit – שמים.  We must know 

that there is an exact accounting for 

everything that happens in this world, and 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is Mashgiach over all.  

We must serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu through 

the Torah Hakdosha with both hot and cold.  

The Torah has it all – all ways to fight the 

Yetzer Hara.  Chas V’sholom one who does not 

do so, will be judged for it exactly – hot for hot 

and cold for cold.  We saw at Matan Torah the 

direct connection, and our entire lives must be 

a work in process fostering that connection 

with Hakodosh Boruch Hu, so that we 

completely connect ourselves to Him.   
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ית ָהָהר )ְשמֹות יט:יז(.…  ְתַיְצבּו ְבַתְחתִּ ַויִּ  
 … And they stood at the bottom of the mountain. 
 The (ַשָבת פ״ח.) ְגָמָרא explains that when ְשָרֵאל  stood at ְכַלל יִּ
the   bottom   of   the   mountain   prepared   to   accept   the   תֹוָרה, 
ית ְוָאַמר ָלֶהם יגִּ יַני raised ד׳ — ָכָפה הקב״ה ַעֵליֶהם ֶאת ֶהָהר ְכגִּ  over their ַהר סִּ
heads    like    a    barrel    and    declared    to    them   [ְשָרֵאל  ,[ְכַלל   יִּ
ם ָלאו ָשם ְתֵהא ְקבּוַרְתֶכם“ ים ַהתֹוָרה מּוָטב ְואִּ ם ַאֶתם ְמַקְבלִּ  If you accept — אִּ
the תֹוָרה — good. If not, here will be your graves.” Why was it 
necessary for ְשָרֵאל  to be forced upon תֹוָרה s acceptance of the’ְכַלל יִּ
them? ְשָרֵאל ְשָמע had willingly said ְכַלל יִּ  we will do and we will ,ַנֲעֶשה ְונִּ
hear.  
 Some ים ְשָרֵאל explain that ְמָפְרשִּ  readily accepted only ְכַלל יִּ
ְכַתב ְצֹות the ,תֹוָרה ֶשבִּ  ,However .תֹוָרה that are explicitly written in the מִּ
they were hesitant to undertake the תֹוָרה ֶשְבַעל ֶפה, the many ְצֹות  מִּ
passed on orally from ֹמֶשה, and all the extra safeguards to protect the 
ְשָרֵאל .ֲחַז״ל that were enacted by תֹוָרה תֹוָרה  only willingly accepted ְכַלל יִּ
ים of ֵנס after the ֶשְבַעל ֶפה  It seems difficult to understand that the .פּורִּ
nation that said ְשָמע ַהר  at תֹוָרה ֶשְבַעל ֶפה was reluctant to accept ַנֲעֶשה ְונִּ
יַני  .סִּ
 The ֲחַתם ֹסֶפר explains that when ְשָרֵאל תֹוָרה  were taught ְכַלל יִּ
 with all its implications, they realized that they would now ֶשְבַעל ֶפה
have to submit themselves to the decisions of the ים יֵדי ַחָכמִּ  of ַתְלמִּ
each future generation. This was their difficulty. ד׳ lifted יַני  over ַהר סִּ
their  heads  and  exclaimed,  If  you  do  not  submit  yourself  to  the 
leadership of the ְגדֹוֵלי תֹוָרה of each generation, then you will be buried 

here. This was an eternal message; ְשָרֵאל  cannot survive unless ְכַלל יִּ
they accept the rulings of ים יֵדי ֲחָכמִּ  .ַתְלמִּ
 The  miracle  that  happened  on  ים ְשָרֵאל  taught  פּורִּ  ְכַלל  יִּ
first-hand the importance of listening to the rulings of ים יֵדי ֲחָכמִּ  It .ַתְלמִּ
seemed logical to join the feast of ֲאַחְשֵורֹוש. How could they ever find 
favor with the king, if they ignored his invitation? ֲאַחְשֵורֹוש invited the 
Jews to attend his party. How could the Jews anger him by refusing to 
attend? Yet, ָמְרְדַכי begged the Jewish people to do just that. He 
realized, with his תֹוָרה understanding, that eating at the king’s party 
would anger ה׳, the King of kings. 
 who was ,ָהָמן also openly refrained from bowing to ָמְרְדַכי 
second to the king. It seemed so illogical to blatantly anger such a 
powerful man. However, ָמְרְדַכי did not follow the logic of the people. 
He understood with his ַדַעת תֹוָרה the correct approach to handle a 
difficult and explosive situation. 
 When the great miracle of ים ְשָרֵאל ,finally unfolded פּורִּ  ְכַלל יִּ
were eternally grateful for the ַדַעת תֹוָרה of their leader. With all the 
pieces laid out clearly in the ָלה  showed them the real and ד׳ ,ְמגִּ
complete picture with a תֹוָרה perspective. They realized that they had 
endangered their own lives and were spared only because of the  ַדַעת
 They now willingly reaffirmed that they would .ֶאְסֵתר and ָמְרְדַכי of תֹוָרה
follow the leadership of all future ים יֵדי ַחָכמִּ  ,in every generation ַתְלמִּ
even if it may, at times, appear difficult to fully understand. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah - Ninth Series (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)  

י ַזַצ״ל ָרֵאל ַהֵלוִּ שְׂ ים יִּ  ר׳ ּבֶערל was born in Brooklyn, NY, to ר׳ ַחיִּ
and ַחָנה Belsky. He learned in ַדַעת יָבה ּתֹוָרה וְׂ שִּ ֵּבית  and in יְׂ
יֹון ָרש ֶעלְׂ דְׂ יָכה He received .מִּ מִּ ַדַעת from סְׂ יָבה ּתֹוָרה וְׂ שִּ  in יְׂ

1962. He then learned in the ַדַעת ּכֹוֵלל י In 1964 he became a .ּתֹוָרה וְׂ  in ֶרּבִּ
ַדַעת יָכה He received ,ּתֹוָרה וְׂ מִּ  in 1965. He went on to ר׳ ֹמֶשה פַײנשטַײן from סְׂ
become יָבה שִּ ַדַעת of רֹאש יְׂ ָרא ;ּתֹוָרה וְׂ ַאתְׂ  ּפֹוֵסק of Camp Agudah; Senior ָמָרא דְׂ
of OU Kosher; an ין  in all areas of ּפֹוֵסק and a world-renowned ;ַאב ֵּבית דִּ
 ,He was also fluent in the sciences and was famous for his brilliant .ֲהָלָכה
clear  presentations  in  which  he  dissected  animals  and  chickens  while 
identifying the various parts and explaining their function. He authored 
ֵקי ֲהָלכֹות סְׂ ָרֵאל ,ּפִּ שְׂ י and ,חּוָמש on ֵעיֵני יִּ ָחן ַהֵלוִּ לְׂ שּובֹות שֻׁ ֵאלֹות ּוּתְׂ  .שְׂ

 י״ט שבט
5698 — 5776 
1938 — 2016 

י ַזַצ״ל קִּ סְׂ לְׂ י בֶּ ָרֵאל ַהֵלוִּ שְׂ ים יִּ  did not consider  ר׳ ַחיִּ
anything to be beneath his dignity. Once, he 
arrived at a ֻחָפה and took a seat off to the 
side. R' Belsky noticed that the electric 
plug  for  the  photographer’s  lighting 
equipment was loose and would not stay 
in the outlet. Throughout the ֻחָפה, R' 
Belsky sat with his hand on the plug so that 
it remained securely in the outlet. When he 
was called up for יָתא ָרָכה ַאֲחרִּ יד a ,בְׂ מִּ  who ַתלְׂ
had been watching what R' Belsky was doing took over 
for him and kept the plug from falling out! 

by Yechiel Eisenstadt

TorahThoughts

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

In the late 1980s bochurim in the Camp Agudah 
Masmidim program, led by Rav Chaim Yisroel Belsky, 

zt”l, were talking about their upcoming trip.

The Masmidim began climbing up the mountainside, 
enjoying the scenery along the way.

Rav Belsky reassured the staff member, and 
permission was granted. Rav Belsky encouraged 

his beloved camper to come on his shoulders, and 
together they joined the group of Masmidim.

Rav Belsky carried the burdens of Klal Yisroel, 
and every single Reb Yisroel, on his shoulders 

- and there is more than one camper who 
cherishes his memories of the summer…

Rav Belsky suddenly noticed a father 
lifting his young son onto his shoulders 

and heading to the attraction...

The Masmidim trip was arranged, 
but there was a tough issue that 

needed to be resolved...

י”ט שבט  2016 - 1938  5776 - 5698

 ,His father, R’ Berel .חסד and תורה grew up in a home steeped in זצ״ל Belsky ר׳ חיים ישראל הלוי
was a living example of giving with מסירת נפש to assist other Jews. R’ Berel was a pioneer 
in rehabilitating newly arrived Russian families when the first wave of immigrants came 
to New York. His maternal grandfather was the legendary R’ Binyomin Wilhelm זצ״ל, the 
founder of ישיבה ּתֹורה ודעת. In addition to his גדלות in ּתֹורה, Rav Belsky was the confidant 
and adviser of everyone who asked. His beautiful, heartfelt melodies as the שליח צבור 
on ימים נוראים reverberated throughout ישיבה ּתֹורה ודעת starting from the first night 
of סליחות. He opened his home and heart and served as the שליח צבור of Klal Yisrael. He 
selflessly shared of his time, wisdom and abilities to help people from across the 

spectrum of Yiddishkeit.

Rebbi, the 
view from the 

observation deck was 
so awesome, I felt the 
majesty of Hashem’s 

creation...

Rebbi, Yisroel 
is wheelchair-

bound, but he’s part 
of the Masmidim. How 

can we take him 
along?

Do you have a 
trail where it’s 

possible to push a 
wheelchair?

Yisroel, are you 
comfortable?

Rebbi, thank 
you so much!

One second, 
would it be okay if I 
also carry this boy 
on my shoulders?

Well, er... 
ok, but he’s dead 
weight. How in the 

world can you 
carry him?

Rabbi, I am sorry 
to inform you that we 

can’t handle any wheelchair. 
Someone must remain behind 
with any wheelchair-bound 

child.

The Rambam writes 
that seeing the beautiful and 

brilliant wonders of nature will 
inspire love and fear of Hashem in 

a person...

I would 
suggest we 

go to Niagara 
Falls.

Don’t 
worry about 

Yisroel; I’ll be 
responsible for 

him.

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval  www.leilshishi.com



Torah Gladdens the HeartLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

)ְׁשמֹות יט:ו(.… ַמְמֶלֶכת כַֹּהִנים ְוגֹוי ָקדֹוׁש …    
 … a kingdom of ministers and a holy nation … 
 The ְלָחן ָערּוְך  ַבַעל ּתֹוֵקעַ  states that the custom is to give the ׁשֻׁ
an ֲעִלָיה to the ּתֹוָרה on ֹּאׁש ַהָׁשָנה  .ר
 The ְלבּו״ׁש suggests that perhaps the reason for this custom 
is that the  ַַבַעל ּתֹוֵקע holds great power in his hands on ֹּאׁש ַהָׁשָנה  — ר
the power to save the entire Jewish people — and he is therefore 
more vulnerable to becoming confused by the ָשָטן; but the ָשָטן is 
able to confuse only someone who is sad or downtrodden; when a 
person is happy, it is far more difficult for the ָשָטן to have an effect on 
him. 
ִמְצַות ה׳ ָבָרה …  :makes a person joyous, as it says ּתֹוָרה 
 are upright, gladdening the ה׳ the commandments of — ְמִאיַרת ֵעיָנִים
heart (ְּתִהִלים יט:ט). If the  ַַבַעל ּתֹוֵקע has an ֲעִלָיה, the ּתֹוָרה will gladden 
his heart, which will make it more difficult for the ָשָטן to confuse him. 
 The ֵאִלָיה ַרָבה adds that the ַחָזן who davens מּוָסף should 
also receive an ֲעִלָיה. He also has the power to accomplish great 
things with his prayers, and he is therefore vulnerable to the ָשָטן as 
well. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
  R' Belsky’s greatest legacy will be through the scores of 
 who passed through Room 206 in Mesivta Torah Vodaath in ַּתְלִמיִדים
the half-century that he was ֶרִבי of his ַּתְלִמיִדים. Each ַּתְלִמיד, wherever 
he is today, impacts on his family and community; in that sense, R' 
Belsky and his teachings live on.   
 R' Avraham Zelig Krohn, a ֶרִבי in the Mesivta of Waterbury, 
related: 
 “One day in the summer of 2014, I told my wife, ‘I miss R' 
Belsky.’ As a teenager, I had been a member of R' Belsky’s ַמְתִמיִדים 
program at Camp Agudah many years before, and it was an incredible 
experience. I really missed being in R' Belsky’s presence. 
 “My wife suggested that I spend a couple of days in Camp 

Agudah to renew my ֶקֶׁשר (connection) with R' Belsky. A short while 
later, I found lodgings not far from camp and went there for three 
days. 
 “My first morning there, I asked R' Belsky: ‘I want to start 
each morning with my ַּתְלִמיִדים, before we open our ְגָמָראs, by 
learning a ֵסֶפר מּוָסר or ֲהָלָכה. Can ֶרִבי suggest a ֵסֶפר?’ 
 “R' Belsky responded, ‘That is a very difficult question. 
Some people have a “favorite ֵסֶפר.” But I do not. Every ֵסֶפר is good, 
every ֵסֶפר is precious.’ 
 “And then R' Belsky began to cry. ‘That is what I have in 
mind,’ he said amidst his tears, ‘when I daven each morning in  ַאֲהָבה
ַע, ִלְלמֹוד ּוְלַלֵּמד, ִלְׁשמֹּר ְוַלֲעשֹות  :ַרָבה נּו ִביָנה, ְלָהִבין ּוְלַהְשִכיל, ִלְׁשמֵֹּֽ ְוֵתן ְבִלֵבֵֽ
ָך ְבַאֲהָבה  instill understanding in our — ּוְלַקֵּים ֶאת ָכל ִּדְבֵרי ַתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרֶתֵֽ
hearts to understand and elucidate, to listen, to learn and teach, to 
safeguard and perform, and to fulfill all the words of Your ּתֹוָרה’s 
teachings with love. Every ֵסֶפר is good, every ֵסֶפר is precious.’ 
 “At that moment I knew with certainty that I had made the 
right decision to spend a few days with R' Belsky. In those couple of 
minutes, I had been inspired by the greatest shmuess on ַאֲהַבת ַהּתֹוָרה 
that I had ever heard.” 
 R' Belsky’s ֶחֶסד was from a great heart filled with his love of 
  .and therefore his kindness was incredible too ּתֹוָרה
 R' Yaakov Melohn shared the following sentiments: 
 “For over 42 years, R' Belsky ַזַצ״ל was not only my beloved 
 best friend, and confidant, he was also like a father to ,ַחְברּוָתא ,ֶרִבי
me, and a grandfather to my children … He made us what we are. No 
family could have had a greater privilege … He did not have a free 
moment — but for anyone in need, he had endless time. He was a 
precious treasure of ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל — who can replace him? The story of 
Rav Belsky’s life will inspire generations to increase their ַאֲהַבת ִיְשָרֵאל, 
study of ּתֹוָרה, and their service to ד׳ and of all ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל!”  

Adapted from: Rav Belsky (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Every ְקִריַאת ַהּתֹוָרה is a miniature ַקָבַלת ַהּתֹוָרה and there 
must be 3 people at the ִביָמה representing ינּו ,ד׳ ה ַרבֵּ  and ֺמשֶׁ
ל  as he calls people to come ד׳ represents ַגַבאי The .ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ

up and accept the ּתֹוָרה. The א ינּו represents ַבַעל קֹורֵּ ה ַרבֵּ  ֺמשֶׁ
as he reads the ּתֹוָרה to the people. The ה ְכַלל  represents עֹולֶׁ
ל    .for the people ּתֹוָרה as he accepts the ִיְשָראֵּ

FocusonMiddos

ָרה  וֹו ת ְקִריַאת ַהתּת ִהְלכוֹו
ָרה וֹו ַלת ַהתּת ִעְנָין ַקבּתָ - בּתְ

Halacha 
Corner

There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

Learning Contest ערב שבת

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Chaim Yisroel Belsky ַזַצ״ל was an 
extraordinary ְמַחנְֵּך and ְְיץ ּתֹוָרהַמְרבִּ  in ְיָבהְּתֹוָרה ְישִּ
ְי for over 52 years. Initially as a ְוַדַעת  then later ,ֶרבִּ
as the יָבה יְם he gave regular ,רֹאשְְישִּ עּורִּ יֹוֶרהְְ in שִּ
ָעְה ְי ,דֵּ ְַהיֹומִּ  and much more. His classes ,חּוָמְש ,ַדף
were   always   interesting   and   displayed   his 
encyclopedic knowledge and depth of research in 
every field he taught. On occasion he would 
demonstrate the many ֲהָלכֹוְת the ְִּיד יְםַּתְלמִּ  had 
learned about in ָעְה ְְ by dissecting a dead יֹוֶרהְדֵּ ֶבן
קּועְַ  baby calf found inside the mother after) פִּ
יָטְה  He would explain each part with the .(ְשחִּ
associated ְֲהָלכֹות. 
 One day, the noise level in the hallway 
was particularly loud as R' Belsky was delivering his 

עּוְר ידְִּ and it was disturbing his ,שִּ יְםַּתְלמִּ ’s 
concentration very much. He tried to talk over the 
noise,  but  finally,  he  rose  from  his  chair  and 
excused himself to his ְִּיד יְםַּתְלמִּ  as he left the room. 
Curious, two of his ְִּיד יְםַּתְלמִּ  followed him out the 
door.  
 R' Belsky walked into the middle of the 
hallway and motioned for the eighth-graders who 
had been playing and were making the noise to 
come over to him. Soon it was quiet as the יְם  ָבחּורִּ
stood around R' Belsky in a circle. He began in his 
usual soft-spoken, friendly way: “I give a עּוְר  this שִּ
time of day. I understand that you need to let out 
your energy, but it is very hard for me to speak 
above the noise. So I need an ָצְה  as to (advice) עֵּ
what we should do. I am not upset; we just have to 

work this out.”  
 Of course, the boys understood that 
they had to lower the noise level, and with a smile 
they willingly agreed to just play more quietly. R' 
Belsky simply walked back into his עּוְר  room and שִּ
continued the ְעּור  .שִּ
  My  יד  R'  Belsky  was  a  very  ,ַּתְלמִּ
well-known and respected יָבה ְְישִּ  but he ;רֹאש
was also the master ְמַחנֵּך and the beloved ָרב of 
Camp Agudah. He related to every רָבחְּו  on his 
level by showing him respect and speaking to 
him in a soft-spoken way. This is the way we 
should speak to others whenever we feel a 
need to criticize.  

ְכרֹוְָברּוך! יְזִּ     ְיהִּ
ידּות י Your  ,ְבְידִּ  ֶרבִּ

Story adapted from: Rav Belsky — (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ContestThe 4th Annual Pirchei שובבים
 This week is the 5th of six weeks of the ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם contest.  
 Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום contest? Whether you are from Denver (CO), Chicago 
(IL), Baltimore (MD), Lakewood / Piscataway Township-Edison (NJ), Brooklyn / Kew  Gardens / Fallsburg (NY), Cleveland / Wickliffe (OH), 
Johannesburg (South Africa),  Gateshead  / Manchester (UK), or elsewhere, you can still join the amazing ִקּדּוׁש ד׳ of the hundreds of ַתְלִמיִדים who 
have participated.  
 The Pirchei Agudas Yisroel Newsletter ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום program has been designed as follows: 

 Boys in 1st & 2nd grade should complete the ָפָרָׁשה until ֵׁשִני. 
 3rd grade until ְׁשִליִׁשי. 
 4th grade until ְרִביִעי. 
 5th grade until ֲחִמיִׁשי. 
 6th grade until ִׁשִׁשי. 
 7th and 8th grades should complete the entire ָפָרָׁשה. 

 To join the contest, please send a weekly fax signed by a parent to 718 506 9633 – include your grade, name, school, city, state, contact 
and fax #. Participants will be entered in a raffle for a beautiful set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים. 
 We will אי״ה be announcing the names of those who are entered into the ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום contest (faxes must be received by 
Sunday at 7:00 p.m.). Below are the current contestants: 
Grade 1 – Menachem Breuer, Yoel Baruch Czeisler, Yehuda Aryeh Leib Fireworker, Elazar Hirsch, Ahron Huss, Orie Joudai, Efraim Khaimov, Moshe 
Klein, Moshe Lazor, Shmuel Lebowitz, Moshe Mandelbaum, Yosef Mayer, Binyamin Minzer, Yehuda Rosengarten, Chaim Kalman Rubinstein, Ahron 
Meir Safier, Eliyahu Meir Schilit, Avi Stroh, Nosson Eliyah Teller, Shmuel Weingarten, Rafael Weiser, Hillel Wertzberger, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; David 
Sonanes, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Shua Herman, Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Yisroel Isser Gross, Eliyohu Pitter, Fallsburg 
Cheder School;  Fallsburg, NY;  Dovi Danziger,  Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok;  Baltimore, MD;  Binyamin Zorach Heinemann,  Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; 
Lakewood, NJ; Moshele Weinberg, Yeshiva Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 2 – Josh Berger, Efraim Cohen, Eitan Ganchrow, Tzvi Harmen, Dani Kerzner, Avrohom Wolf, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yechiel Goldfein, Yeshiva 
Darchei Aliya; Avrohom Chaim Toplan, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst; Yisroel Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Chaim Aschendorf, Chaim Bash, Avrohom 
Dovid Blum,  Eli Brody,  Binyomin Zev Florans,  Efraim Friedman,  Nachi Goldstein,  Avi Grossberger,  Tzvi Gruenberg,  Zevi Hirsch,  Aharon Itzkowitz, 
Shlomo Dov Kelman, Yair Lasry, Chaim Lederer, Yechiel Yehudah Minzer, Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Chagai Saadon, Shlomo Zalman Salgo, Mordechai 
Slomovics,  Avrohom Vaiselberg,  Nesanel Vaiselberg,  Yaakov Wagschal,  Dovi Worenklein,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn, NY;  Avrohom Rupp, 
Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Shmulie Nebenzahl, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Moshe Lasar, Yeshiva Shaare Tzion; Piscataway Township/Edison, 
NJ. 
Grade 3 – Meir Benhamo, Moshe Dahan, Moshe Eliezer Kahan, Dovid Mordechai, Daniel Shilman, Zev Yankovich, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Nesanel 
Yehuda Keller, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Moshe Bentzion Blum, Moshe Brachfeld, Shmuel Hass, Shaya Landau, Avrohom Zev Levitin, Motti Neuman,  
Yisroel Silberberg, Tzvi Eli Stern,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Aharon Taibi, Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Brooklyn, NY;  Moishy Laskin, Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; 
Monsey, NY; Tuli Aron, Yeshivas Ohr Boruch D’Veitzen; Aron Tzvi Papoff, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Nachman Berger, Mordechai Bergstein, 
Yitzchok Daum, Nosson Koppel, Gershon Korb, Dovid Lemberger, Yisroel Presser, Menachem Halevi Sommers, Moishe Ungar, Menachem Mendel 
Weber, Nosson Meir Wenger, Aryeh Leib Wikler, Yeshiva Toras Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Avromi Atlas, Shmuel Yoel Bondi, Shmuel Moshe Brody, Yossi 
Cohen, Yehuda Mendel Ellenberg, Dovi Feldman, Yisroel Friedman, Yissachar Dov Goodman, Ezra Ephraim Grosberg, Yisroel Noach Kerzner, Moshe 
Kleiner,  Binyamin Kroll, Shalom Yosef Leybovich, Avraham Yehuda Librowicz, Yitzchok Chaim Mahpari, Yehoshua Neuberger, Aryeh Romanoff,  
Moishe Rosen, Yitzchok Rosenbaum, Yisroel Yaacov Salazar, Yitzchok Schlein, Akiva Schnitzer, Shmuel Yakov Schoemann, Dovid Shnidman, Yisroel 
Noach Sofer, Yehuda Stein, Avraham Shmuel Victor, Avrumi Wagner, Binyomin Weinstein, Yaakov Wolf, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok;  Baltimore, MD;  
Yossi Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Moshe Heinemann, Yitzchok Weinberger, Yeshiva Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 4 – Meir Nass, The Cheder; Boruch Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Eliyohu Helberg, Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Gavriel Barach, Yaakov Bergman, 
Avi Bistritsky, Pinny Danzger, Avrohom Meir Fried, Daniel Gershbaum, Simcha Eliyahu Goldenberg, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Ahron Yehuda 
Herbstman, Ari Korsinsky, Shuey Lang, Yerachmiel Lasker, Akiva Lieberman, Boruch Leib Mandel, Dovi Mendelovitz, Shmueli Schachter, Dovid Silbert, 
Dovi Werner, Shmuel Wertzberger, Naftali Wohlgemuth, Yitzy Yaiche, Eli Zafir, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Shloimy Herman, Yeshiva Tiferes 
Moshe; Kew Gardens,  NY; Refoel Shmuel Ehrman, Yeshaya Gross, Meshulem Knopfler, Gershon Pitter, Pesach Thav, Nosson Mayer Weisberger, 
Fallsburg Cheder School; Fallsburg, NY; Aryeh Baron, Uri Simcha Ginsparg, Levi Gutkin, Eli Lichtman, Dani Mermelstein, Zev Montrose, Tani Nudell, 
Yonah Pike,  Uziel Ruben,  Nosson Meir Schwabacher,  Yitzchok Simkin,  Shemuel Strimling,  Akiva Tukarskiy,  Yaakov Meir Tuman,  Dovi Weinberg, 
Yedida Yitzhak, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Eytan Barth, Binyomin Friedman, Yosef Gerstman, Moshe Gross, Menachem Michael, Dovid 
Wetstein,  Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim;  Yehuda Basah,  Yisroel Daniel,  Ami Hefter,  Ari Horan,  Shmuel Horowitz,  Dovid Jacobovitz,  Elchonon Simcha 
Sheffield, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Dovy Goldstein, Moshe Katzman, Shua Manory, Chaim Eliyahu Roland, Cincinnati Hebrew Day 
School;  Cincinnati, OH;  Dovi Silverberg, Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 5 – Meir Stimler, Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana;  Yaakov Ezra Meller, Azaria Toplan, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst;  Shlomo Moshayev, Yeshiva of 
Brooklyn; Chaim Davis, Adiel Duchovny, Yitzy Merav, Moshe Tirnauer, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Moshe Sonanes, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; 
Shloime Aron,  Meir Dov Wachs,  Yeshivas Ohr Boruch D’Veitzen;  Chicago,  IL;  Yosef Chaim Bamberger,  Yisroel Meir Feinberg,  Yaakov Yitzchok 
Feldman, Simcha Hopfer, Binyomin Knopf, Mordechai Radzyner, Meir Riselsheimer, Mordechai Schubert, Avrohom Simcha Stoll, Yeshivas Kochav 
Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Tzvi Yehuda Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Cobi Scherer, Yonason Singer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day 
School; Cincinnati, OH; Dovid Bodenstein, Dovid Heinemann, Yaakov Klein, Menachem Klein, Eliezer Lerman, Simcha Levovitz, Tzvi Levy, Shmueli 
Nussbaum, Sholom Nosson Schnurmann, Ahron Stein, Sholom Weinberg, Yeshiva Derech  Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Aharon Tzvi Goldberg, Sha-Arei  
Torah  Primary  School; Johannesburg, South Africa. 
Grade 6 – Mordechai Kaplan, Shimshon Nakdimen, Eliyahu Nass, The Cheder; Menachem Manis Lang, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Eliezer Abba Meller, 
Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst;  Yosef Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah;  Dovi Hirsch,  Yitzi Lang, Tzvi Elimelech Levitin, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 
Brooklyn, NY;  Tzvi Ferber, Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY;  Yossie Atlas, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD;  Ahron Shlomo Davis, Kesser 
Torah; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 7 – Eliyohu Falik, Chezky Kaplinsky, The Cheder; Binyamin Baumgarten, Shaul Davis, Yitzchok Shlomo Federman, Shlomo Zalman Freedman, 
Shimon  Kelemer,  Avraham  Yitzchok  Levine,  Moshe  Mousseiri,  Refoel  Pomerantz,  Binyamin  Yeshay  Prengler,  Dov  Shain,  Aharon  Tendler,  Avi 
Weinman, Aaron Tzvi Weiss, Dovid Zelikovitz, Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana; Dovid Orrin, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin 
Stolin; Moshe Levy, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst;  Mayer Ozer Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Tzviki Herman, Yeshiva Tiferes 
Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Yossi Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 8 – Sholom Aharon Meller, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst; Haim Sonanes, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Moshe Hirsh Papoff, Yeshiva 
Tiferes Tzvi;  Chicago, IL;  Menachem Cohen,  Ezra Doron,  Yeshaya Fund,  Nosson Green,  Aharon Gudosham,  Eliyahu Gutman,  Noach Hess,  Tzvi 
Kacerman, Yeshaya A. Kanner, Reuven Kassin, Eliezer Kastan, Moishy Lesser, Shlomo Malakh, Tzvi Max, Yeshaya Miller, Yossi Pollak, Aharon Chaim 
Roporrowitz, Dovi Weinberger, Nosson Meir Weisberger, Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Lakewood, NJ; Mendy Sher, Hillel Academy; Denver, CO; Mordechai 
Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH. 



Torah Gladdens the HeartLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

)ְׁשמֹות יט:ו(.… ַמְמֶלֶכת כַֹּהִנים ְוגֹוי ָקדֹוׁש …    
 … a kingdom of ministers and a holy nation … 
 The ְלָחן ָערּוְך  ַבַעל ּתֹוֵקעַ  states that the custom is to give the ׁשֻׁ
an ֲעִלָיה to the ּתֹוָרה on ֹּאׁש ַהָׁשָנה  .ר
 The ְלבּו״ׁש suggests that perhaps the reason for this custom 
is that the  ַַבַעל ּתֹוֵקע holds great power in his hands on ֹּאׁש ַהָׁשָנה  — ר
the power to save the entire Jewish people — and he is therefore 
more vulnerable to becoming confused by the ָשָטן; but the ָשָטן is 
able to confuse only someone who is sad or downtrodden; when a 
person is happy, it is far more difficult for the ָשָטן to have an effect on 
him. 
ִמְצַות ה׳ ָבָרה …  :makes a person joyous, as it says ּתֹוָרה 
 are upright, gladdening the ה׳ the commandments of — ְמִאיַרת ֵעיָנִים
heart (ְּתִהִלים יט:ט). If the  ַַבַעל ּתֹוֵקע has an ֲעִלָיה, the ּתֹוָרה will gladden 
his heart, which will make it more difficult for the ָשָטן to confuse him. 
 The ֵאִלָיה ַרָבה adds that the ַחָזן who davens מּוָסף should 
also receive an ֲעִלָיה. He also has the power to accomplish great 
things with his prayers, and he is therefore vulnerable to the ָשָטן as 
well. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
  R' Belsky’s greatest legacy will be through the scores of 
 who passed through Room 206 in Mesivta Torah Vodaath in ַּתְלִמיִדים
the half-century that he was ֶרִבי of his ַּתְלִמיִדים. Each ַּתְלִמיד, wherever 
he is today, impacts on his family and community; in that sense, R' 
Belsky and his teachings live on.   
 R' Avraham Zelig Krohn, a ֶרִבי in the Mesivta of Waterbury, 
related: 
 “One day in the summer of 2014, I told my wife, ‘I miss R' 
Belsky.’ As a teenager, I had been a member of R' Belsky’s ַמְתִמיִדים 
program at Camp Agudah many years before, and it was an incredible 
experience. I really missed being in R' Belsky’s presence. 
 “My wife suggested that I spend a couple of days in Camp 

Agudah to renew my ֶקֶׁשר (connection) with R' Belsky. A short while 
later, I found lodgings not far from camp and went there for three 
days. 
 “My first morning there, I asked R' Belsky: ‘I want to start 
each morning with my ַּתְלִמיִדים, before we open our ְגָמָראs, by 
learning a ֵסֶפר מּוָסר or ֲהָלָכה. Can ֶרִבי suggest a ֵסֶפר?’ 
 “R' Belsky responded, ‘That is a very difficult question. 
Some people have a “favorite ֵסֶפר.” But I do not. Every ֵסֶפר is good, 
every ֵסֶפר is precious.’ 
 “And then R' Belsky began to cry. ‘That is what I have in 
mind,’ he said amidst his tears, ‘when I daven each morning in  ַאֲהָבה
ַע, ִלְלמֹוד ּוְלַלֵּמד, ִלְׁשמֹּר ְוַלֲעשֹות  :ַרָבה נּו ִביָנה, ְלָהִבין ּוְלַהְשִכיל, ִלְׁשמֵֹּֽ ְוֵתן ְבִלֵבֵֽ
ָך ְבַאֲהָבה  instill understanding in our — ּוְלַקֵּים ֶאת ָכל ִּדְבֵרי ַתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרֶתֵֽ
hearts to understand and elucidate, to listen, to learn and teach, to 
safeguard and perform, and to fulfill all the words of Your ּתֹוָרה’s 
teachings with love. Every ֵסֶפר is good, every ֵסֶפר is precious.’ 
 “At that moment I knew with certainty that I had made the 
right decision to spend a few days with R' Belsky. In those couple of 
minutes, I had been inspired by the greatest shmuess on ַאֲהַבת ַהּתֹוָרה 
that I had ever heard.” 
 R' Belsky’s ֶחֶסד was from a great heart filled with his love of 
  .and therefore his kindness was incredible too ּתֹוָרה
 R' Yaakov Melohn shared the following sentiments: 
 “For over 42 years, R' Belsky ַזַצ״ל was not only my beloved 
 best friend, and confidant, he was also like a father to ,ַחְברּוָתא ,ֶרִבי
me, and a grandfather to my children … He made us what we are. No 
family could have had a greater privilege … He did not have a free 
moment — but for anyone in need, he had endless time. He was a 
precious treasure of ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל — who can replace him? The story of 
Rav Belsky’s life will inspire generations to increase their ַאֲהַבת ִיְשָרֵאל, 
study of ּתֹוָרה, and their service to ד׳ and of all ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל!”  

Adapted from: Rav Belsky (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Every ְקִריַאת ַהּתֹוָרה is a miniature ַקָבַלת ַהּתֹוָרה and there 
must be 3 people at the ִביָמה representing ינּו ,ד׳ ה ַרבֵּ  and ֺמשֶׁ
ל  as he calls people to come ד׳ represents ַגַבאי The .ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ

up and accept the ּתֹוָרה. The א ינּו represents ַבַעל קֹורֵּ ה ַרבֵּ  ֺמשֶׁ
as he reads the ּתֹוָרה to the people. The ה ְכַלל  represents עֹולֶׁ
ל    .for the people ּתֹוָרה as he accepts the ִיְשָראֵּ

FocusonMiddos

ָרה  וֹו ת ְקִריַאת ַהתּת ִהְלכוֹו
ָרה וֹו ַלת ַהתּת ִעְנָין ַקבּתָ - בּתְ

Halacha 
Corner

There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

Learning Contest ערב שבת

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Chaim Yisroel Belsky ַזַצ״ל was an 
extraordinary ְמַחנְֵּך and ְְיץ ּתֹוָרהַמְרבִּ  in ְיָבהְּתֹוָרה ְישִּ
ְי for over 52 years. Initially as a ְוַדַעת  then later ,ֶרבִּ
as the יָבה יְם he gave regular ,רֹאשְְישִּ עּורִּ יֹוֶרהְְ in שִּ
ָעְה ְי ,דֵּ ְַהיֹומִּ  and much more. His classes ,חּוָמְש ,ַדף
were   always   interesting   and   displayed   his 
encyclopedic knowledge and depth of research in 
every field he taught. On occasion he would 
demonstrate the many ֲהָלכֹוְת the ְִּיד יְםַּתְלמִּ  had 
learned about in ָעְה ְְ by dissecting a dead יֹוֶרהְדֵּ ֶבן
קּועְַ  baby calf found inside the mother after) פִּ
יָטְה  He would explain each part with the .(ְשחִּ
associated ְֲהָלכֹות. 
 One day, the noise level in the hallway 
was particularly loud as R' Belsky was delivering his 

עּוְר ידְִּ and it was disturbing his ,שִּ יְםַּתְלמִּ ’s 
concentration very much. He tried to talk over the 
noise,  but  finally,  he  rose  from  his  chair  and 
excused himself to his ְִּיד יְםַּתְלמִּ  as he left the room. 
Curious, two of his ְִּיד יְםַּתְלמִּ  followed him out the 
door.  
 R' Belsky walked into the middle of the 
hallway and motioned for the eighth-graders who 
had been playing and were making the noise to 
come over to him. Soon it was quiet as the יְם  ָבחּורִּ
stood around R' Belsky in a circle. He began in his 
usual soft-spoken, friendly way: “I give a עּוְר  this שִּ
time of day. I understand that you need to let out 
your energy, but it is very hard for me to speak 
above the noise. So I need an ָצְה  as to (advice) עֵּ
what we should do. I am not upset; we just have to 

work this out.”  
 Of course, the boys understood that 
they had to lower the noise level, and with a smile 
they willingly agreed to just play more quietly. R' 
Belsky simply walked back into his עּוְר  room and שִּ
continued the ְעּור  .שִּ
  My  יד  R'  Belsky  was  a  very  ,ַּתְלמִּ
well-known and respected יָבה ְְישִּ  but he ;רֹאש
was also the master ְמַחנֵּך and the beloved ָרב of 
Camp Agudah. He related to every רָבחְּו  on his 
level by showing him respect and speaking to 
him in a soft-spoken way. This is the way we 
should speak to others whenever we feel a 
need to criticize.  

ְכרֹוְָברּוך! יְזִּ     ְיהִּ
ידּות י Your  ,ְבְידִּ  ֶרבִּ

Story adapted from: Rav Belsky — (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ContestThe 4th Annual Pirchei שובבים
 This week is the 5th of six weeks of the ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם contest.  
 Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום contest? Whether you are from Denver (CO), Chicago 
(IL), Baltimore (MD), Lakewood / Piscataway Township-Edison (NJ), Brooklyn / Kew  Gardens / Fallsburg (NY), Cleveland / Wickliffe (OH), 
Johannesburg (South Africa),  Gateshead  / Manchester (UK), or elsewhere, you can still join the amazing ִקּדּוׁש ד׳ of the hundreds of ַתְלִמיִדים who 
have participated.  
 The Pirchei Agudas Yisroel Newsletter ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום program has been designed as follows: 

 Boys in 1st & 2nd grade should complete the ָפָרָׁשה until ֵׁשִני. 
 3rd grade until ְׁשִליִׁשי. 
 4th grade until ְרִביִעי. 
 5th grade until ֲחִמיִׁשי. 
 6th grade until ִׁשִׁשי. 
 7th and 8th grades should complete the entire ָפָרָׁשה. 

 To join the contest, please send a weekly fax signed by a parent to 718 506 9633 – include your grade, name, school, city, state, contact 
and fax #. Participants will be entered in a raffle for a beautiful set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים. 
 We will אי״ה be announcing the names of those who are entered into the ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום contest (faxes must be received by 
Sunday at 7:00 p.m.). Below are the current contestants: 
Grade 1 – Menachem Breuer, Yoel Baruch Czeisler, Yehuda Aryeh Leib Fireworker, Elazar Hirsch, Ahron Huss, Orie Joudai, Efraim Khaimov, Moshe 
Klein, Moshe Lazor, Shmuel Lebowitz, Moshe Mandelbaum, Yosef Mayer, Binyamin Minzer, Yehuda Rosengarten, Chaim Kalman Rubinstein, Ahron 
Meir Safier, Eliyahu Meir Schilit, Avi Stroh, Nosson Eliyah Teller, Shmuel Weingarten, Rafael Weiser, Hillel Wertzberger, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; David 
Sonanes, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Shua Herman, Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Yisroel Isser Gross, Eliyohu Pitter, Fallsburg 
Cheder School;  Fallsburg, NY;  Dovi Danziger,  Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok;  Baltimore, MD;  Binyamin Zorach Heinemann,  Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; 
Lakewood, NJ; Moshele Weinberg, Yeshiva Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 2 – Josh Berger, Efraim Cohen, Eitan Ganchrow, Tzvi Harmen, Dani Kerzner, Avrohom Wolf, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yechiel Goldfein, Yeshiva 
Darchei Aliya; Avrohom Chaim Toplan, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst; Yisroel Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Chaim Aschendorf, Chaim Bash, Avrohom 
Dovid Blum,  Eli Brody,  Binyomin Zev Florans,  Efraim Friedman,  Nachi Goldstein,  Avi Grossberger,  Tzvi Gruenberg,  Zevi Hirsch,  Aharon Itzkowitz, 
Shlomo Dov Kelman, Yair Lasry, Chaim Lederer, Yechiel Yehudah Minzer, Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Chagai Saadon, Shlomo Zalman Salgo, Mordechai 
Slomovics,  Avrohom Vaiselberg,  Nesanel Vaiselberg,  Yaakov Wagschal,  Dovi Worenklein,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn, NY;  Avrohom Rupp, 
Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Shmulie Nebenzahl, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Moshe Lasar, Yeshiva Shaare Tzion; Piscataway Township/Edison, 
NJ. 
Grade 3 – Meir Benhamo, Moshe Dahan, Moshe Eliezer Kahan, Dovid Mordechai, Daniel Shilman, Zev Yankovich, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Nesanel 
Yehuda Keller, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Moshe Bentzion Blum, Moshe Brachfeld, Shmuel Hass, Shaya Landau, Avrohom Zev Levitin, Motti Neuman,  
Yisroel Silberberg, Tzvi Eli Stern,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Aharon Taibi, Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Brooklyn, NY;  Moishy Laskin, Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; 
Monsey, NY; Tuli Aron, Yeshivas Ohr Boruch D’Veitzen; Aron Tzvi Papoff, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Nachman Berger, Mordechai Bergstein, 
Yitzchok Daum, Nosson Koppel, Gershon Korb, Dovid Lemberger, Yisroel Presser, Menachem Halevi Sommers, Moishe Ungar, Menachem Mendel 
Weber, Nosson Meir Wenger, Aryeh Leib Wikler, Yeshiva Toras Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Avromi Atlas, Shmuel Yoel Bondi, Shmuel Moshe Brody, Yossi 
Cohen, Yehuda Mendel Ellenberg, Dovi Feldman, Yisroel Friedman, Yissachar Dov Goodman, Ezra Ephraim Grosberg, Yisroel Noach Kerzner, Moshe 
Kleiner,  Binyamin Kroll, Shalom Yosef Leybovich, Avraham Yehuda Librowicz, Yitzchok Chaim Mahpari, Yehoshua Neuberger, Aryeh Romanoff,  
Moishe Rosen, Yitzchok Rosenbaum, Yisroel Yaacov Salazar, Yitzchok Schlein, Akiva Schnitzer, Shmuel Yakov Schoemann, Dovid Shnidman, Yisroel 
Noach Sofer, Yehuda Stein, Avraham Shmuel Victor, Avrumi Wagner, Binyomin Weinstein, Yaakov Wolf, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok;  Baltimore, MD;  
Yossi Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Moshe Heinemann, Yitzchok Weinberger, Yeshiva Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 4 – Meir Nass, The Cheder; Boruch Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Eliyohu Helberg, Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech; Gavriel Barach, Yaakov Bergman, 
Avi Bistritsky, Pinny Danzger, Avrohom Meir Fried, Daniel Gershbaum, Simcha Eliyahu Goldenberg, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Ahron Yehuda 
Herbstman, Ari Korsinsky, Shuey Lang, Yerachmiel Lasker, Akiva Lieberman, Boruch Leib Mandel, Dovi Mendelovitz, Shmueli Schachter, Dovid Silbert, 
Dovi Werner, Shmuel Wertzberger, Naftali Wohlgemuth, Yitzy Yaiche, Eli Zafir, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Shloimy Herman, Yeshiva Tiferes 
Moshe; Kew Gardens,  NY; Refoel Shmuel Ehrman, Yeshaya Gross, Meshulem Knopfler, Gershon Pitter, Pesach Thav, Nosson Mayer Weisberger, 
Fallsburg Cheder School; Fallsburg, NY; Aryeh Baron, Uri Simcha Ginsparg, Levi Gutkin, Eli Lichtman, Dani Mermelstein, Zev Montrose, Tani Nudell, 
Yonah Pike,  Uziel Ruben,  Nosson Meir Schwabacher,  Yitzchok Simkin,  Shemuel Strimling,  Akiva Tukarskiy,  Yaakov Meir Tuman,  Dovi Weinberg, 
Yedida Yitzhak, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Eytan Barth, Binyomin Friedman, Yosef Gerstman, Moshe Gross, Menachem Michael, Dovid 
Wetstein,  Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim;  Yehuda Basah,  Yisroel Daniel,  Ami Hefter,  Ari Horan,  Shmuel Horowitz,  Dovid Jacobovitz,  Elchonon Simcha 
Sheffield, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Dovy Goldstein, Moshe Katzman, Shua Manory, Chaim Eliyahu Roland, Cincinnati Hebrew Day 
School;  Cincinnati, OH;  Dovi Silverberg, Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 5 – Meir Stimler, Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana;  Yaakov Ezra Meller, Azaria Toplan, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst;  Shlomo Moshayev, Yeshiva of 
Brooklyn; Chaim Davis, Adiel Duchovny, Yitzy Merav, Moshe Tirnauer, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Moshe Sonanes, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; 
Shloime Aron,  Meir Dov Wachs,  Yeshivas Ohr Boruch D’Veitzen;  Chicago,  IL;  Yosef Chaim Bamberger,  Yisroel Meir Feinberg,  Yaakov Yitzchok 
Feldman, Simcha Hopfer, Binyomin Knopf, Mordechai Radzyner, Meir Riselsheimer, Mordechai Schubert, Avrohom Simcha Stoll, Yeshivas Kochav 
Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD; Tzvi Yehuda Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Cobi Scherer, Yonason Singer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day 
School; Cincinnati, OH; Dovid Bodenstein, Dovid Heinemann, Yaakov Klein, Menachem Klein, Eliezer Lerman, Simcha Levovitz, Tzvi Levy, Shmueli 
Nussbaum, Sholom Nosson Schnurmann, Ahron Stein, Sholom Weinberg, Yeshiva Derech  Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Aharon Tzvi Goldberg, Sha-Arei  
Torah  Primary  School; Johannesburg, South Africa. 
Grade 6 – Mordechai Kaplan, Shimshon Nakdimen, Eliyahu Nass, The Cheder; Menachem Manis Lang, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Eliezer Abba Meller, 
Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst;  Yosef Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah;  Dovi Hirsch,  Yitzi Lang, Tzvi Elimelech Levitin, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 
Brooklyn, NY;  Tzvi Ferber, Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY;  Yossie Atlas, Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok; Baltimore, MD;  Ahron Shlomo Davis, Kesser 
Torah; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 7 – Eliyohu Falik, Chezky Kaplinsky, The Cheder; Binyamin Baumgarten, Shaul Davis, Yitzchok Shlomo Federman, Shlomo Zalman Freedman, 
Shimon  Kelemer,  Avraham  Yitzchok  Levine,  Moshe  Mousseiri,  Refoel  Pomerantz,  Binyamin  Yeshay  Prengler,  Dov  Shain,  Aharon  Tendler,  Avi 
Weinman, Aaron Tzvi Weiss, Dovid Zelikovitz, Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana; Dovid Orrin, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin 
Stolin; Moshe Levy, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst;  Mayer Ozer Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Tzviki Herman, Yeshiva Tiferes 
Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Yossi Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 8 – Sholom Aharon Meller, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst; Haim Sonanes, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Moshe Hirsh Papoff, Yeshiva 
Tiferes Tzvi;  Chicago, IL;  Menachem Cohen,  Ezra Doron,  Yeshaya Fund,  Nosson Green,  Aharon Gudosham,  Eliyahu Gutman,  Noach Hess,  Tzvi 
Kacerman, Yeshaya A. Kanner, Reuven Kassin, Eliezer Kastan, Moishy Lesser, Shlomo Malakh, Tzvi Max, Yeshaya Miller, Yossi Pollak, Aharon Chaim 
Roporrowitz, Dovi Weinberger, Nosson Meir Weisberger, Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Lakewood, NJ; Mendy Sher, Hillel Academy; Denver, CO; Mordechai 
Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH. 



בס״ד

PIRCHEI 
Agudas Yisroel of America

February 3, 2018 - י"ח שבט, תשע"ח - Vol: 5 Issue: 10

פרשה: יתרו     הפטרה:  בשנת מות המלך עזיהו... )ישעיהו ו:א-ז:ו, ט:ה-ו(

דף יומי: עבודה זרה י״ט      משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם, ותן טל ומטר,  ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(

מצות עשה: 3      מצות לא תעשה: 14

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִּפי ַהָלָכה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ. kzfr ban, rw nav hux; bjnhw ci vrw nbjo mch zm"k

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ית ָהָהר )ְשמֹות יט:יז(.…  ְתַיְצבּו ְבַתְחתִּ ַויִּ  
 … And they stood at the bottom of the mountain. 
 The (ַשָבת פ״ח.) ְגָמָרא explains that when ְשָרֵאל  stood at ְכַלל יִּ
the   bottom   of   the   mountain   prepared   to   accept   the   תֹוָרה, 
ית ְוָאַמר ָלֶהם יגִּ יַני raised ד׳ — ָכָפה הקב״ה ַעֵליֶהם ֶאת ֶהָהר ְכגִּ  over their ַהר סִּ
heads    like    a    barrel    and    declared    to    them   [ְשָרֵאל  ,[ְכַלל   יִּ
ם ָלאו ָשם ְתֵהא ְקבּוַרְתֶכם“ ים ַהתֹוָרה מּוָטב ְואִּ ם ַאֶתם ְמַקְבלִּ  If you accept — אִּ
the תֹוָרה — good. If not, here will be your graves.” Why was it 
necessary for ְשָרֵאל  to be forced upon תֹוָרה s acceptance of the’ְכַלל יִּ
them? ְשָרֵאל ְשָמע had willingly said ְכַלל יִּ  we will do and we will ,ַנֲעֶשה ְונִּ
hear.  
 Some ים ְשָרֵאל explain that ְמָפְרשִּ  readily accepted only ְכַלל יִּ
ְכַתב ְצֹות the ,תֹוָרה ֶשבִּ  ,However .תֹוָרה that are explicitly written in the מִּ
they were hesitant to undertake the תֹוָרה ֶשְבַעל ֶפה, the many ְצֹות  מִּ
passed on orally from ֹמֶשה, and all the extra safeguards to protect the 
ְשָרֵאל .ֲחַז״ל that were enacted by תֹוָרה תֹוָרה  only willingly accepted ְכַלל יִּ
ים of ֵנס after the ֶשְבַעל ֶפה  It seems difficult to understand that the .פּורִּ
nation that said ְשָמע ַהר  at תֹוָרה ֶשְבַעל ֶפה was reluctant to accept ַנֲעֶשה ְונִּ
יַני  .סִּ
 The ֲחַתם ֹסֶפר explains that when ְשָרֵאל תֹוָרה  were taught ְכַלל יִּ
 with all its implications, they realized that they would now ֶשְבַעל ֶפה
have to submit themselves to the decisions of the ים יֵדי ַחָכמִּ  of ַתְלמִּ
each future generation. This was their difficulty. ד׳ lifted יַני  over ַהר סִּ
their  heads  and  exclaimed,  If  you  do  not  submit  yourself  to  the 
leadership of the ְגדֹוֵלי תֹוָרה of each generation, then you will be buried 

here. This was an eternal message; ְשָרֵאל  cannot survive unless ְכַלל יִּ
they accept the rulings of ים יֵדי ֲחָכמִּ  .ַתְלמִּ
 The  miracle  that  happened  on  ים ְשָרֵאל  taught  פּורִּ  ְכַלל  יִּ
first-hand the importance of listening to the rulings of ים יֵדי ֲחָכמִּ  It .ַתְלמִּ
seemed logical to join the feast of ֲאַחְשֵורֹוש. How could they ever find 
favor with the king, if they ignored his invitation? ֲאַחְשֵורֹוש invited the 
Jews to attend his party. How could the Jews anger him by refusing to 
attend? Yet, ָמְרְדַכי begged the Jewish people to do just that. He 
realized, with his תֹוָרה understanding, that eating at the king’s party 
would anger ה׳, the King of kings. 
 who was ,ָהָמן also openly refrained from bowing to ָמְרְדַכי 
second to the king. It seemed so illogical to blatantly anger such a 
powerful man. However, ָמְרְדַכי did not follow the logic of the people. 
He understood with his ַדַעת תֹוָרה the correct approach to handle a 
difficult and explosive situation. 
 When the great miracle of ים ְשָרֵאל ,finally unfolded פּורִּ  ְכַלל יִּ
were eternally grateful for the ַדַעת תֹוָרה of their leader. With all the 
pieces laid out clearly in the ָלה  showed them the real and ד׳ ,ְמגִּ
complete picture with a תֹוָרה perspective. They realized that they had 
endangered their own lives and were spared only because of the  ַדַעת
 They now willingly reaffirmed that they would .ֶאְסֵתר and ָמְרְדַכי of תֹוָרה
follow the leadership of all future ים יֵדי ַחָכמִּ  ,in every generation ַתְלמִּ
even if it may, at times, appear difficult to fully understand. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah - Ninth Series (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)  

י ַזַצ״ל ָרֵאל ַהֵלוִּ שְׂ ים יִּ  ר׳ ּבֶערל was born in Brooklyn, NY, to ר׳ ַחיִּ
and ַחָנה Belsky. He learned in ַדַעת יָבה ּתֹוָרה וְׂ שִּ ֵּבית  and in יְׂ
יֹון ָרש ֶעלְׂ דְׂ יָכה He received .מִּ מִּ ַדַעת from סְׂ יָבה ּתֹוָרה וְׂ שִּ  in יְׂ

1962. He then learned in the ַדַעת ּכֹוֵלל י In 1964 he became a .ּתֹוָרה וְׂ  in ֶרּבִּ
ַדַעת יָכה He received ,ּתֹוָרה וְׂ מִּ  in 1965. He went on to ר׳ ֹמֶשה פַײנשטַײן from סְׂ
become יָבה שִּ ַדַעת of רֹאש יְׂ ָרא ;ּתֹוָרה וְׂ ַאתְׂ  ּפֹוֵסק of Camp Agudah; Senior ָמָרא דְׂ
of OU Kosher; an ין  in all areas of ּפֹוֵסק and a world-renowned ;ַאב ֵּבית דִּ
 ,He was also fluent in the sciences and was famous for his brilliant .ֲהָלָכה
clear  presentations  in  which  he  dissected  animals  and  chickens  while 
identifying the various parts and explaining their function. He authored 
ֵקי ֲהָלכֹות סְׂ ָרֵאל ,ּפִּ שְׂ י and ,חּוָמש on ֵעיֵני יִּ ָחן ַהֵלוִּ לְׂ שּובֹות שֻׁ ֵאלֹות ּוּתְׂ  .שְׂ

 י״ט שבט
5698 — 5776 
1938 — 2016 

י ַזַצ״ל קִּ סְׂ לְׂ י בֶּ ָרֵאל ַהֵלוִּ שְׂ ים יִּ  did not consider  ר׳ ַחיִּ
anything to be beneath his dignity. Once, he 
arrived at a ֻחָפה and took a seat off to the 
side. R' Belsky noticed that the electric 
plug  for  the  photographer’s  lighting 
equipment was loose and would not stay 
in the outlet. Throughout the ֻחָפה, R' 
Belsky sat with his hand on the plug so that 
it remained securely in the outlet. When he 
was called up for יָתא ָרָכה ַאֲחרִּ יד a ,בְׂ מִּ  who ַתלְׂ
had been watching what R' Belsky was doing took over 
for him and kept the plug from falling out! 

by Yechiel Eisenstadt

TorahThoughts

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

In the late 1980s bochurim in the Camp Agudah 
Masmidim program, led by Rav Chaim Yisroel Belsky, 

zt”l, were talking about their upcoming trip.

The Masmidim began climbing up the mountainside, 
enjoying the scenery along the way.

Rav Belsky reassured the staff member, and 
permission was granted. Rav Belsky encouraged 

his beloved camper to come on his shoulders, and 
together they joined the group of Masmidim.

Rav Belsky carried the burdens of Klal Yisroel, 
and every single Reb Yisroel, on his shoulders 

- and there is more than one camper who 
cherishes his memories of the summer…

Rav Belsky suddenly noticed a father 
lifting his young son onto his shoulders 

and heading to the attraction...

The Masmidim trip was arranged, 
but there was a tough issue that 

needed to be resolved...

י”ט שבט  2016 - 1938  5776 - 5698

 ,His father, R’ Berel .חסד and תורה grew up in a home steeped in זצ״ל Belsky ר׳ חיים ישראל הלוי
was a living example of giving with מסירת נפש to assist other Jews. R’ Berel was a pioneer 
in rehabilitating newly arrived Russian families when the first wave of immigrants came 
to New York. His maternal grandfather was the legendary R’ Binyomin Wilhelm זצ״ל, the 
founder of ישיבה ּתֹורה ודעת. In addition to his גדלות in ּתֹורה, Rav Belsky was the confidant 
and adviser of everyone who asked. His beautiful, heartfelt melodies as the שליח צבור 
on ימים נוראים reverberated throughout ישיבה ּתֹורה ודעת starting from the first night 
of סליחות. He opened his home and heart and served as the שליח צבור of Klal Yisrael. He 
selflessly shared of his time, wisdom and abilities to help people from across the 

spectrum of Yiddishkeit.

Rebbi, the 
view from the 

observation deck was 
so awesome, I felt the 
majesty of Hashem’s 

creation...

Rebbi, Yisroel 
is wheelchair-

bound, but he’s part 
of the Masmidim. How 

can we take him 
along?

Do you have a 
trail where it’s 

possible to push a 
wheelchair?

Yisroel, are you 
comfortable?

Rebbi, thank 
you so much!

One second, 
would it be okay if I 
also carry this boy 
on my shoulders?

Well, er... 
ok, but he’s dead 
weight. How in the 

world can you 
carry him?

Rabbi, I am sorry 
to inform you that we 

can’t handle any wheelchair. 
Someone must remain behind 
with any wheelchair-bound 

child.

The Rambam writes 
that seeing the beautiful and 

brilliant wonders of nature will 
inspire love and fear of Hashem in 

a person...

I would 
suggest we 

go to Niagara 
Falls.

Don’t 
worry about 

Yisroel; I’ll be 
responsible for 

him.

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval  www.leilshishi.com
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לפרעה ולמצרים על אודת ד'ויספר משה לחתנו את כל אשר עשה   
)18:8ישראל את כל התלאה אשר מצאתם בדרך ויצלם ד' (  

 Parshas Yisro contains the narrative of the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai, which cemented 
our relationship as Hashem's chosen nation. Although we would expect the parsha containing such a lofty 
and seminal event in Jewish history to open on an inspirational note, it instead begins by discussing the 
arrival of Yisro to join the Jewish people in the wilderness. Why was this seemingly mundane episode 
chosen to serve as the introduction to the giving of the Torah?  
 Further, the Torah records that when Moshe encountered Yisro, he related to him the miracles 
that Hashem performed on behalf of the Jewish people. Rashi explains that Moshe’s intention in doing so 
was to draw his heart close to Torah. Specifically, Rashi writes that Moshe informed Yisro about Hashem 
smiting the Egyptians at the Yam Suf and about the victory over Amalek. The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh 
points out that this is difficult to understand. What was Moshe’s purpose in selecting these two episodes 
to discuss when Rashi writes (18:1) that Yisro had already heard about these incidents, and they were 
precisely what inspired him to come convert? If Moshe’s goal was to open Yisro’s eyes to the greatness 
of Torah, wouldn’t it have been more appropriate to choose a topic that he did not yet know about? 
 Rav Meir Wahrsager of Yeshivas Mir in Yerushalayim suggests that we can derive from here an 
important lesson regarding the nature of Torah study. The Midrash (Eichah Rabbah 2:13) teaches that 
although the nations of the world may possess chochmah (wisdom), they cannot possess Torah. Through 
this statement, Chazal are telling us that Torah is not just another complex discipline, comparable to 
quantum physics, algebraic geometry, and nuclear engineering. Torah is unique, fundamentally and 
qualitatively different than any other chochmah in the world.  

If an expert in any discipline wishes to impress another person with his accumulated knowledge, 
he will share with him a profound insight that would take decades to reach on one’s own. If that were the 
case with Torah, we would expect Moshe to astonish Yisro by opening his eyes to its profundity as seen 
through the works of the Arizal, Vilna Gaon, and Rav Akiva Eiger. Moshe’s decision to discuss much 
simpler topics – and specifically subjects with which Yisro was already familiar – confirms the 
unparalleled nature of Torah wisdom, which is different than any other human-developed wisdom, for the 
Torah represents Hashem’s chochmah, which is on a completely different plane.  

The S”ma writes (Choshen Mishpat 3:13) that rulings issued by Torah scholars are the opposite 
of those rendered by uneducated laymen, not because the laymen did anything wrong, but simply because 
they see the situation from the natural human perspective. Torah, on the other hand, is G-dly, and Hashem 
says (Yeshaya 55:9) כי גבהו שמים מארץ כן גבהו דרכי מדרכיכם ומחשבתי ממחשבתיכם – As the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.  

The Torah represents the elevated perspective that emanates from Hashem’s incomparable 
wisdom. In praising the Torah, Dovid writes (Tehillim 19:8) that it is מחכימת פתי. Literally, this means 
that the Torah can make a foolish person wise, but on a deeper level, Dovid is teaching us that even the 
most learned Jew should always view himself as a פתי with much still to learn, for no matter how many 
times a person has studied a topic, every line of Torah contains countless layers waiting to be discovered 
and understood more deeply.  

In Rav Wahrsager’s words, the uniqueness of Torah is that rather than teaching us something we 
don’t yet know, it gives us a new perspective on things we think we already know. Thus, to appreciate the 
depth of Torah, a person has to specifically study a subject with which he is already familiar. For this 
reason, when Moshe wanted to draw Yisro’s heart closer to Torah, he chose to speak to him about the 
miracles at the Yam Suf and in the battle against Amalek, two episodes he knew Yisro was already 
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familiar with. In doing so, Moshe sensitized Yisro to the vast difference between the viewpoints of the 
Torah and a layman by sharing with him a completely new perspective on events he thought he already 
knew. Yisro – who had already explored and rejected every other religion (Rashi 18:11) – discovered a 
wisdom unlike anything he had ever experienced, a chochmah that emanates not from man, but from 
Hashem.  

This insight into the unique nature of Torah explains why it was chosen as the introduction to the 
parsha that contains Kabbolas HaTorah, for a prerequisite to accepting the Torah is appreciating its 
unparalleled greatness and understanding what makes it so special. Rav Wahrsager adds that this lesson is 
not purely theoretical, for it has two important practical applications to our own approach to Torah study. 
When we attend a Torah class or lecture, we must recalibrate our mindset. Rather than expecting to be 
presented with new facts as we would when attending a speech on any other topic, we should recognize 
that true Torah learning occurs when we are hearing something that we already know, but are taught to 
discover the subtle nuances of the familiar material.  

Often, when we hear the title or subject of an upcoming shiur, we are tempted to skip it and 
excuse ourselves because, “Oh, I’ve heard that already.” Shlomo writes (Mishlei 28:9)  מסיר אזנו משמע
 a person who turns aside his his ear from listening to Torah, his prayers are also – תורה גם תפלתו תועבה
considered an abomination. In his commentary on this verse, the Vilna Gaon explains that it refers to a 
person who turns his ear away from listening to Torah not the first time, but the second time, justifying 
his actions with the claim that, “I already know that.”  

A person who does not value Torah enough to want to hear it again is missing the entire point of 
Torah study, which only begins the second time around, when its subtleties that enable it to be more 
deeply grasped are brought out. For this reason, one of the 48 attributes through which the Torah is 
acquired (Avos 6:6) is ת האזןשמיע  – the ability and willingness to listen again and again in the pursuit of 
higher and more profound levels of understanding. 
 A second application of this concept is that when we inevitably discover errors in our 
understanding of Torah, we should not get discouraged. The Gemora (Gittin 43a) teaches that a person 
cannot fully understand words of Torah unless he first stumbles in them. Rav Wahrsager explains that this 
is because the essence of Torah study involves the struggle to transform and elevate our limited earthly 
lenses to reach the Torah’s viewpoint. Thus, if we discover a mistake in our logic, rather than feeling 
disheartened, we should accept that this is a necessary first step to attaining proper understanding of the 
Torah and sensitizing ourselves to the way Hashem sees the world. 
 
  

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 

1) How was Yisro able to communicate his arrival to Moshe (18:6) if the Jewish people were 
surrounded by the Clouds of Glory, which did not allow non-Jews to enter? (Tanchuma Yoshon, 
Tur HeAruch) 

2) Rashi writes (19:3) that Hashem instructed Moshe to speak to the women about accepting the 
Torah before the men. Wouldn’t it have been more appropriate to discuss it first with the men? 
(Bereishis Rabbah 17:7, Shemos Rabbah 28:2, Beis HaLevi, Mishmeres Ariel) 

3) Hashem told Moshe (19:12-13) that no Jew could ascend or touch Mount Sinai until after the 
sounding of the shofar that indicated the departure of the Shechinah. When did this shofar blast 
occur? (Rashi and Yaavetz Taanis 21b, Rashi and Tosefos Beitzah 5b, Ichud B’Chidud 5777) 

4) Which beracha should a minor child not say due to his obligation to honor his parents (20:12)? 
(Magen Avrohom beginning of Orach Chaim 219) 

5) What custom do many people have when studying Torah that is rooted in the Jewish people’s 
response to the giving of the Torah? (Zohar HaKadosh Pinchas 218a, Baal HaTurim 20:15, 
Kuzari 2:79-80, Rema Orach Chaim 48:1, Ichud B’Chidud 5777) 
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Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Tur writes that when Yisro reached the Jewish encampment and discovered that there was no way 
for him to enter the impenetrable Clouds of Glory, he wrote a note stating that he was Moshe’s father-in-
law, and he had come together with Moshe’s wife and two sons to see him. Yisro attached the note to an 
arrow and shot it toward the Jewish camp. Although the Clouds of Glory normally would have 
intercepted the arrow and denied it entry as they did with the projectiles shot by the pursuing Egyptians 
(Rashi 19:4), they made an exception in this case and permitted it to enter, where the Midrash says it fell 
near Moshe, who picked it up, read it, and went out to welcome his father-in-law. 
 
2) The Midrash gives three explanations for asking the women first: because women perform mitzvos 
with more alacrity; so that they should send their sons to study Torah; and because destruction resulted 
when Hashem commanded Adam regarding the forbidden fruit before Chava, He elected to reverse the 
order this time. The Beis HaLevi answers based on the Gemora in Gittin (55b), which rules that if a 
person purchases land first from a man and then from his wife, the purchase is invalid because of a fear 
that the woman’s agreement was only to please her husband and wasn’t genuine. Similarly, if the men 
accepted the Torah first, there would be a concern that the acceptance of the women was insincere and 
was done only to make the men happy. Rav Shmaryahu Arieli suggests that Moshe spoke to the women 
first because the Midrash teaches that the spiritual level of a home is determined by the woman. 
 
3) Rashi maintains that the Shechinah remained on the mountain long after Kabbolas HaTorah, staying 
there until after the giving of the second set of Tablets and throughout the construction of the Mishkan. 
He writes that the Divine Presence did not leave until the 20th day of Iyar, almost one year later. Tosefos 
disagrees and says that the Shechinah left just after the giving of the Torah, at which point it became 
permissible to walk on the mountain. As proof for this position, the Yaavetz notes that Hashem informed 
Moshe (34:3) that the Jewish people were forbidden to walk on the mountain when he ascended to receive 
the second set of Tablets, a prohibition that according to Rashi was still in effect and would not need to be 
expressed again. 
 
4) The Magen Avrohom writes that a minor should not recite הגומל, the blessing said after a person has 
been saved from a dangerous situation. The wording of the beracha expresses gratitude to Hashem for 
being  טובותגומל לחייבים  – bestowing goodness on those who are culpable and do not deserve it. Because 
a minor is not punished for his deeds, the perilous episode must have been due to the actions of his 
parents. Thus, by publicly reciting this blessing, a minor is embarrassing his parents, which is a 
transgression of his obligation to honor them, and therefore it is better that he not say the beracha. 
 
5) The Torah records (20:15) that when the Jewish people saw the thunder and flames on the smoking 
mountain (Sinai), they began to tremble and stood from afar. The Baal HaTurim suggests that the Jewish 
people’s shaking during the giving of the Torah is a source for the widespread practice to shuckle (sway) 
while engaged in Torah study. Similarly, the Rema writes that those who are exacting in their mitzvah 
performance are accustomed to shuckle when the Torah is being read, just as the Torah was given in this 
manner. The Zohar HaKadosh notes that shuckling is a uniquely Jewish practice, explaining that our 
lofty neshamos light up like candles when we study Torah, so they naturally sway from side to side like a 
dancing flame. However, the Kuzari offers a different source for this practice, explaining that it has its 
roots in the period when Jewish books were rare and many people had to share a single volume. Each 
person would lean in to learn a few lines from the tome, after which he moved back to allow the next 
person an opportunity to lean in and read as well, which gave way to the custom of shuckling during 
Torah study. 
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