
iasu gcau kftu /// uh,ctk h,gcab rat vnstv kt ubthct hf
 wudu h,hrc ,t rpvu hbumtbu ouscgu ohrjt ohvkt kt vbpu(f-tk)

     dvkhftn ohfanbv ohcuy tkv ,ufkavv wev vru,v ubk vrun trenv vzc vb
rat vausev .rtv kt ubtuc kg ub,ut rhvzn cu,fv hf 'vtbvu dubg, oak vh,au
vkhftn rhvz ,uhvk ubhkg kyun vjuur hhjk vfzbaf ztu 'acsu ckj ,cz .rt thv
vkhftu 'dubg, oak htsu thv uzf vkhft hf 'vghca hsfn vrh,h thv rat vbhas
kg ;tu 'vtrub ,ursrs,vk ostv ,t thcvk kukg vtbvu dubg, oak thv rat
ohvkt kt vbpuw cu,fv rnta hpf 'u,drsnu u,kgn hpk kkf uk hutr ubhta ohtyj
 /usck wvk h,kc vbhta vkhft lu,n rsrs,vk ostv kukg z"ug iug hsf sg wohrjt

hgcsf vkhft h"g lphvku 'tyj hshk lf lu,n tuck vchx u"j vbht vkhftv omg    
'ohnumg ohbueh, vzc vaug 'vkhftv ihbg ,hkf, oak ukftn ,t kfut ostvaf
,ukgnc ,ukg,vk unmg ,t od rhafn 'ohause ,umumhb vsh kg vkgna vn scknu
zt vtbvu dubg, oak ot hf vbht u,khftc ostv ,rynaf lt /,unr ,udrsncu
'gna ,threca vhba varpc ubt ohtmun f"gu 'sutnk v,njn rsrs,vk tuv kukg
ubh,ufhkv ,ufzc ubhnxtc vhumn vhv,a vfrcv ,t cu,fv rhfzna rjt (th erp)
,ufzca ubhhvu w,gcau ,kftuw (uy oa) cu,fv oa ohhxn 'cuyvu rahv lrsc
rat vtkpb vb,n thv vkhftv omg runtf hf 'vkhftk vfzb rahv lrsc ubh,fhkv
rhvzn shnu ;fh, lt 'ihahse ihmumhb ,ukgvku ,ukg,vk ostv vfuz v,hgmntc
ostv vfuz rat rjt hf wudu ofcck v,ph ip ofk urnav (zy oa) cu,fv ub,ut

 

v,t ouhv lumn hfbt rat kff ukuec ,gnau lhekt wv sg ,cau
 wudu lapb kfcu lcck kfc lhbcu(d'c-k)wvcvtn vcua,w ihhbgc - 

   z odrwwwwkkkktttthhhhzzzzuuuugggg    iiiicccc    iiii,,,,bbbbuuuuhhhhwwwwhkgc ohehsm ofhrat) tcu,, hrn thehsms iufhcuy" '
/"wufu iufekt wvs treh hxruf sg iuf,cuh, thyn 'iucu,,u iucuj, sfs '(vcua,

cu    wwwwuuuubbbbrrrruuuuppppxxxxwwww" 'r,uh rthc llllhhhheeeeuuuukkkktttt    wwwwvvvv    ssssgggg    ,,,,ccccaaaauuuuiumr ,uagk hsf l,cua, vhv,a '
ourdk lbumru u,ut l,cvt curnu 'ubumr ,hhag ,uchajc l,rfv jufn) sckc lbue
k"z urnta vcua,v thv uzu '(uabug ,trhn tku wubumr vagbu rntwa jur ,jb uk

 /wlheukt wv sg ,cauw 'sucfv txf sg ,gdnalllluuuummmmnnnn    hhhhffffbbbbtttt    rrrraaaatttt    kkkkffffffff    uuuukkkkuuuueeeecccc    ,,,,ggggnnnnaaaauuuu
oooouuuuhhhhvvvvv,uvnc ,ubbuc,v og tkt) ifk osue ,haga unf wvsnukn ohabt ,umnw tk '

'wu wu ohrcs h"arfu ',uasj,vu v,trek vmhru ,ucvk,v og lfcu v,uchaj ,rfvu
tkt '[c,fnc vtcv lknv ,umn] tndyuhsf lhbhgc uhvh tka 'ouhv lumn hfbt ratw

 /(wv ,trek ihmr kfva vasjfllllhhhhbbbbccccuuuu    vvvv,,,,tttthfw urntf 'vzc urhfh rusv hshkh oda '
 /(d"k t"k vhnrh) wokusd sgu obyenk u,ut ugsh okufllllcccccccckkkk    kkkkffffccccep,x, tka '

 /vzc (wepxw iuakn)llllaaaappppbbbb    kkkkffffccccuuuu/"ihhbgv ksud lrhfvc 'vuut,nv apb vzn gbn, tka '
'wlapb kfcu lcck kfc///lheukt wv sg ,cauw ,buufc sug rthc (wy euxp) lanvcu    
'wvc ecshvk ohmurv apbv kfu ckv kf og vagbv vcvtn vcua,w kt od thva

scc sc lt 'vkhftv ,sucgc utruc ,t cua ovc sucgk kufh ift 'uhnxt hukhnc
hshk uthcvk kukg kftnv vzu 'uburd ,tbv oak kuftku sugnk j,p uhbpk j,pb
urnavw cu,fv rhvzn vz kgu 'ubh,arpc khgks trenc runtf ohkhkt ,sucg
ehsm ,khftf of,khft vhv, tku w,gcau ,kftuw rntn unhhe, tk tna wofk
ztu 'lhjv ,tbvk ohdubg,c ,ucrvk iufbk utr, vjuurv lu,n tkt 'uapb gcuak
hshk tucku ,u,p,vk o,t ohkukg zt hf 'sutn sg rsrs,vk o,t ohkukg
uvn ihcvk ofhkg wv ,tn vcuyv ofhkg tucc if kgu wohrjt ohvkt o,scguw

 /,tzc uvscg,a vmur lhtvu 'vcuyv uzc wv ,tn vmrbv ,hkf,v
 thcnv vkhftv hucr kg ov ohrhvzna ohngp vnf k"zjc f"d ubtmn iftu    hshk

:(jha texhp ohrcs hrpx) tyjsug /vh,au vkhft lu,n tkt yguc ost iht 
j,r, tk 'tshxj tkx crs hujt vsuvh crk uvhkt vhk rnt :(:yf ,ufrc) t,ht

 arhpu 'tyj, tku hur, tk tyj, tkuvvvvbbbbuuuuhhhh    uuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrrtuc, tka hsf gca, tk rnukf :
ku 'uthyjvk rcsv kukg vghca hsfn r,uh kfut ostvaf hf 'tyj hshklrum

,unka hsfk ukhpt tuck tka vkhftc ygnk cuyk rufz uvhkt vruv vejrv
/kkf ohna oak vbhta vrh,h vkhft hshk tuch tka uk jycun zt hf vghcav

) k"zjc t,ht sug     uuuuvvvvhhhhkkkktttt    hhhhccccssss    ttttbbbb,,,,lu,k vru, hrcs uxbfha ost aecha sg (
hf 'tuv ogyvu /uhgn lu,k vrh,h vh,au vkhft xbfh tka ohnjr aech uhgn
vghdhv huchr rjt od lt 'utruc hbpk ostv hfrs ,t ohrahhnv ov vru, hrcs
hf 'vkhft hdubg, rjt tuv lanb otc yyun,vk ost ka ubhbc kf kukg vru,c
;yuav vae kdf thv vkhftv ,tz hf ujrf kgc grv rjt lanhvk tuv kukg zt
/vzv rugfv kdv kun ohngpk ostk uk snug ubht vru,v ,ufz odu 'ufrsc rat kf

,ubusza vcua, vkusd k"rtw :u"p tnuh wg) w,uhfzf uk ,uagb ,ubuszw lfca
iuug tv 'wlbuugc ,kaf hf 'lhekt wv sg ktrah vcuaw wtba ,uddaf uk ,uagb
,uagb ,ubusza vcua, vkusd 'k"r rntvu 'hbht 'kuafn vhk hre teu 'tuv shzn
vn kf kg] ovhkg 'vesmu ypan vagu u,garn gar cuacuw wtba ',uhfzf uk
/(wvtrhn itf vcvtn itf e"k 'vhjh tuv [,uhfzf uk ,uagbv ,urhcgv kg od vaga

v rtcn lfcu    wwwwrrrreeeehhhh    hhhhkkkkffffwwwwlanv ,t (wufu cau ohngp h,a v"s wt euxp khgk) 
kg od lk kujnhu vcua,c lkceha 'ubhhv 'l,uca ,t lheukt wv cau" 'cu,fv
,cvw iuakn wl,ucaw ohtrebv lhkt ohxjhh,nu l,gsnu lbumrc uagba lhbusz
vcuaw (zh-zb vhgah) wuck lrsc srunccua lkhuw (tf-tk vhnrh) w,srunvvccuav
,caa iuhf w,uhfzf uk ,uagb ,ubuszwu '(c"h wd vhnrh) wktrah hsrun vcuan
tuva 'wlnjruw cu,fv lhann ifku 'rtc,bfu 'wlapb kfcu lcck kfc wvcvtn
ouan ,tzu '[c-jh ohkhv,] whezj wv [l,ut cuvtt] lnjrtw rntbfu) vcvt iuakn
ohnfwa 'l,ut cuvth tuv od 'wv ,cvtn ,caa iuhfa '(wohnjrwk vthcn wvcvtwa

 rthcu 'yh-zf hkan) wostk ostv ck if 'ohbp kt ohbpvtttt""""rrrrddddvvvvostva unf"a '
,uns kguw rntba unfu 'ostf wv ,t vnsn cu,fva 'uc ecs,n wv if 'wvk ecs
uvutr ohthcbv kf ifu '[uf wt ktezjh] wvkgnkn uhkg ost vtrnf ,uns 'txfv
l,utw cuvthu '("ost ,unsc ovk unmg vtrn ifk wostw ova hpka 'ost ,unsc

/",uhfz cvut tuvu w,uhfzf uk ,uagb ,ubuszw hf igh 'wlhbuszl,uca ,tu

Chacham Hamekubal Rabbi Nachman ben Vidal Angel zt”l (Drushim U’Pirushim) would say:

     “wvzv ouhf ,rjt .rt kt ofhkahu kusd ;mecu vnjcu ;tc o,nst kgn wv oa,huw - The letter ‘lamed’ from the word ahuwkwofh  is

written much larger than the others. As we know, the Jewish people follow the lunar calendar and whatever happens to the

moon inevitably happens to Bnei Yisroel. Thus, just as the moon waxes bright in the first 15 days of the month and wanes

over the final 15 days, so too, with regard to the Jewish leaders. The 15 manhigim of Klal Yisroel from Yehoshua bin Nun

until Shlomo HaMelech were bright luminaries who led the Nation with righteousness and glory. The next 15 were kings

who brought dishonor upon themselves until the Temple was destroyed and the light was extinguished. The ‘lamed’ of

ahuwkwofh  represents the 30th leader - Yehoyakim - in whose time the Nation was ‘sent out’ of the land and into exile.”

(Monsey, NY)
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v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk nply : In his final hours, Moshe Rabbeinu calls out to the

nation: “Be strong and courageous! Neither fear, nor be

dismayed of them, for Hashem, your G-d He is the One Who

goes with you. He will neither fail you, nor forsake you.” It

is this strength that has remained with the Jewish people for  

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (44)

Selichos: Saying it Properly. This Motzei Shabbos, most
congregations begin to recite Selichos (The Sephardic custom is to
begin Rosh Chodesh Elul). During Selichos, we recite time after
time the ohnjrv ,usn d"h - thirteen attributes of Hashem’s Divine
Mercy, as a means to activate Divine mercy so that we may merit
blessings for the new year. In the introductory phrase, before one
recites the ,usn d"h, he says the posuk:  "wv oac trehu" - “He called

out in the Name of Hashem.” (1) One should pause between the
words "oac" and "wv" because the actual translation is: “He called

out in the holy Name (to teach Moshe Rabbeinu the proper

order of prayer. And Who was the One who called out?) -

Hashem.” This is how the Mishna Berura (2) in the name of
Avudraham (a later Rishon, talmid of the Tur) (3) explains the
posuk. (It is proper to note that both Targum Onkelus and Rashi
explain the posuk differently, as follows: “He (Moshe) called

out in the Name of Hashem.” According to this, the words "oac"
and "wv" are to be said together, without a pause. However, we
follow the first way as the Mishna Berura rules. 
With a Minyan. These are words of extreme holiness and can
only be said with a minyan of ten people, similar to Kaddish and
Kedusha. Therefore, if one is behind the congregation when they
get to the ,usn d"h, he should pause where he is up to and say the
introductory paragraph "ohpt lrt k-t" or "cauh lkn k-t" with the

thousands of years: through myriad exiles, wars and difficult

times. The surrounding countries continuously try to wrest

the Holy Land away from us but we look to Hashem, and His

promise, “He will neither fail nor forsake you.” We may not

always see His hand, but we know He will never forsake us.

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

minyan, then the ,usn d"h, and then go back to where he was up
to. If they are finishing reciting Selichos while he is still in the
middle, he may finish it off alone, because since he started with a
minyan, it is like he said the whole thing with a minyan (4).
Eruv Tavshilin: Understanding the Mitzvah. Within the next
few weeks, the mitzvah of Eruv Tavshilin will be applicable (for
those living outside of Eretz Yisroel) on three occasions: Erev Rosh

Hashanah, Erev Sukkos and Erev Shemini Atzeres. Although one
may not cook on one day of Yom Tov for the next, no Torah

transgression has taken place if one does so because there is a
chance that this food will be needed for the first day of Yom Tov in
case unexpected guests appear. Rabbinically, one should not rely
on this leniency since he can cook tomorrow for that day. When

Shabbos follows immediately after Yom Tov, technically he should
be permitted to cook for Shabbos on Yom Tov. However, Chazal

instituted that one may only do so if he set aside some cooked
(preferably also some baked) food before Yom Tov for Shabbos.
Halachic Implications. The Eruv Tavshilin allows for Shabbos

preparations when they are done early enough to derive benefit
from them on Friday, e.g. putting up food early (5). Preparations
may only be done on Friday, not Thursday (6). Also, the Eruv

food should not be eaten (or become spoiled) until one has
finished all of his Shabbos preparations (7), including ",ca rb". It
is highly advisable to mark and refrigerate the cooked Eruv item.

R’ Moshe Leib of Sassov zt”l would say: 

     “wgrv ,tu ,unv ,tu cuyv ,tu ohhjv ,t ouhv lhbpk h,,b vtrw - Master of the Universe! Everything You do is most

assuredly good, even the bad is good! But there is a good which is immediately apparent, and a good which does not

seem to be so at first. May it be Your will to bestow upon us only that type of good which is immediately revealed!” 

A Wise Man would say: 

     “Don’t spend time beating on a wall, hoping to transform it into a door.”                                  



     There are two ways a person can live his life. He can either live according to nature or he can live ABOVE nature. R’
Eliyahu Dessler zt”l explains that if a person lives ABOVE nature, raising himself above his own natural inclinations, then
Hashem will act with him accordingly. Hashem will take him "gcyv in vkgnk" - and his life will be elevated in every way. 
     R’ Ezriel Tauber shlit’a says that there are 3 kinds of Jews: BT= Baal Teshuvah, FFB= Frum from birth and FFH= Frum
from habit! This last category is describing so many people who really are frum, but are missing the point because they don’t
have a real relationship with Hashem. We say in davening: "vrhzdv gur ,t ihrhcgn vesmu vkhp, vcua," - “Repentance, Prayer
and Charity removes an evil decree.” These three “gifts” can actually turn our lives around! How so? Because all 3 are “above
nature!” Each one causes a person to leave his “comfort zone” (otherwise known as HABIT) and elevates him to a place of
closeness to Hashem! TESHUVAH is returning to Hashem! It is the act of fixing what you did for your own pleasure or honor.
It means going against your nature to do the will of Hashem. TEFILLAH is something that takes us to a different level.
Naturally, a person wants to be in control, but when he prays to Hashem, he goes against his natural mentality and relinquishes
his control. TZEDAKAH means charity, but it also refers to any act of kindness and righteousness. When a person gives up his
money, his time, his honor or anything else that belongs to HIM for someone else, he is truly going “L’maala min hateva!” 
     This is why we say these words on the Day of Judgment! This is what we must do to remove ourselves from the danger of
HABIT! If we raise ourselves up and go against our nature through teshuva, tefilla and tzedaka, Hashem will lift us up measure for
measure to the great and lofty place of “Ani Ledodi V’dodi Li” - a loving relationship with Hashem! After all, isn’t that our goal?
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     Rashi writes: “Why is Parshas Nitzavim juxtaposed to the curses (in last week’s parsha)? Because when Bnei Yisroel
heard the ninety-eight curses, besides the forty-nine stated in Vayikrah (26:14-38), they turned pale, and said, ‘Who can
possibly endure these?’” Right away, Moshe called them together to calm them down, saying, “Don’t be worried. Look
around and see that you are all standing here today after 40 turbulent years in the desert! Don’t despair! Don’t ever give up!” 
    Chazal are puzzled. Moshe seems to be changing his attitude. First, he used the curses to scare the people into behaving. Then,
once they are petrified, he calms them down. It seems he is defeating his purpose by taking the sting out of the tochacha.
     My machshava here is that there is a vast difference between fear and hopelessness. It’s good to be realistic and
apprehensive about the future. However, it is unhealthy to be hopeless and despondent. It is destructive and demoralizing. The
poorest people are not those with the least money in the bank,but the people with no hope. When you lose hope, you lose the
will to live. Moshe Rabbeinu understood this concept. When he saw that Bnei Yisroel had gone beyond the normal fear when
they heard the curses losing all hope, he had to calm them down until their fear became a rational fear and not a helpless fear. 
    Chazal tell us (yb n"c) that after the churban all the gates of tefillah were closed, except for the gates of tears. These gates of
tears are our last resort for our tefillos and bakashos to reach Hashem. The Kotzker Rebbe zt”l asked: If these gates are never
locked, why is there a need to have gates at all? He answers that there are some tears that can never squeeze through...these are
the tears of despondency and hopelessness. A Yid must never lose hope! We are called Yehudim, representing Yehuda who
understood that Hashem would never abandon him. Therefore, like him, we must never give up but always live with hope!
    Let’s remain hopeful that Hashem will answer our tefillos and grant us a ohhj ,ba, with beracha v’hatzlacha and cuy kf!       

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 /// ubk vjehu vnhnav ubk vkgh hn rntk tuv ohnac tk(ch-k)

 wudu vnstv kg ,cak lhnh lrtu lhhj tuv hf uc vecsku ukec gnak lhekt wv ,t vcvtk(f-k)
    On one of his fund-raising missions overseas, a couple came to the Mir Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel zt”l, to
seek his advice. Their son was a bright boy with loads of potential, they claimed, but he has never demonstrated his ability
nor has he shown any inclination to start anytime soon. He bounced around from yeshivah to yeshivah but never found his
place and now they were worried that he might be heading down the wrong path. R’ Nosson Tzvi smiled at their worried
faces to put them at ease. In characteristic fashion and with great enthusiasm, he exclaimed, “Send him to me!” They were
unsure what this meant but R’ Nosson Tzvi made it very clear: “In the Mir, we will take care of him!”
     The bochur arrived in the Mir Yeshivah and didn’t even take an entrance exam. Thinking he would coast his way
through his Israeli experience, he barely showed up to yeshivah the very first week. It wasn’t until a friend shlepped him to
the home of R’ Nosson Tzvi to listen to a “Vaad” (Mussar shiur) that this boy even took an interest in the new zman. He
found himself sitting front and center as the Rosh Yeshivah spoke about Ahavas HaTorah and toiling in learning. It seemed to
be standard fare until something made him sit up straight and take stock. R’ Nosson Tzvi announced: “Whichever bochur
will bring me a paper showing how he learned for 12 hours each day for one whole week, I will give him 1000 shekel!”
     A challenge? “For 1000 shekel, I can do that,” thought the young man. “It’s only a week - how hard can that be?”
    Well, he soon found out! Early Sunday morning, he was already sitting in his new place with his new chavrusa. He
began to learn ... and check his watch. Time was moving slowly but he would not back down. He pushed on and managed
to learn for a full twelve hours! Monday morning, he showed a similar enthusiasm, but as the day wore on, he began to
wear down. His friends knew about his newfound mission and although a few joked about the new “Masmid” in town,
most encouraged him to keep it up. Refusing to get out of his seat for hours on end, he pushed on from seder to seder, and
by Monday night, he had learned for the requisite twelve hours. His body was straining but his mind was sharp!
     He could almost feel the 1000 shekel in his hand. Tuesday morning was tough; his legs were wobbly from exhaustion
but he forced himself on and continued to learn with his chavrusos, who were frankly amazed at his iron resolve. At one
point during the long week he almost gave up, telling everyone, “I was not built for this type of hasmada,” but then, with
an extra dollop of energy he never knew he had, he forced himself to continue learning. A catnap here and there during the
day, and he just soldiered on - learning each day for the rest of the week - for the full amount of time! By Friday afternoon,
he was beyond tired and hungry - but the smile on his face when he realized what he had done was the nost gratifying.
     He hurried to R’ Nosson Tzvi’s home later in the day and handed him the paper, saying, “I don’t know if the Rosh
Yeshivah will believe me, but I am telling the honest truth: I learned every day this week for twelve full hours!”
       R’ Nosson Tzvi didn’t even look at the paper. Instead, he got to his feet with great difficulty and stood up to his full
height. Then, he kissed the bochur on his cheek with such warmth that the young man went around all day pointing to his
cheek, telling everyone, “Here is where the Rosh Yeshivah kissed me!” Needless to say, he also gave him the 1000 shekel.
     The following week, the bochur did not learn twelve hours a day, but he did make a renewed effort in his hasmada. And it
paid off for in a short time, he became renowned as a serious student making great strides in the Mir Yeshivah. His “career” as
a full-time Torah learner was effectively jumpstarted and he began to flourish in the halls of the Beis Medrash.
       After two years, he was ready to move on to Beis Medrash Govoha in Lakewood, NJ. Following standard procedure, he
asked the Mir Yeshivah office for a letter to bring to his new yeshivah. But he was surprised when he received the paper for on
it, was a handwritten note from none other than R’ Nosson Tzvi. It read as follows: “To HaGaon R’ Malkiel Kotler shlit’a,
The aliya (spiritual elevation) which I’ve seen with ___ I have not seen in a very long time! Signed Nosson Tzvi Finkel.”
    This bochur, who is now a Talmid Chacham and prominent educator in the U.S., had tears in his eyes as he showed the
letter to others. He never realized it but R’ Nosson Tzvi had followed his progress the entire time with a fatherly love - and he
had the kiss on his cheek to prove it!                                                                                                                                                          

ofhatr ofhekt wv hbpk ofkf ouhv ohcmb o,t
 wudu ktrah aht kf ofhryau ofhyca  (y-yf)

 /// ,urmu ,ucr ,ugr uvtmnu kftk vhvu ovn hbp h,r,xvu(zh-tk)
    The Gemara states (/v vdhdj): “‘Anyone who does not
experience wohbp r,xvw (hiding Hashem’s face) does not
belong (to the Jewish people) and anyone who is not subject
to wkftk vhvuw (becoming prey) is not one of them.’ When
hearing this statement, the Rabbis said to Rava, ‘You have
not experienced hiding of His face nor have you become
prey!’ Rava answered: ‘Do you have any idea how much I
pay in bribes to King Shevor (the local authority), in order
not to become a victim of this posuk in the Torah?’ Even
so, the Rabbis looked at Rava suspiciously. In the interval,
the king sent emissaries and imprisoned Rava. This proves
that Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel was correct when he said
that whenever the Sages look at someone suspiciously or
worse, he will either die or become poor.”
  The timeless question, “Why do bad things happen to good
      EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
         THE MIDDAH OF .... lllllbbbbbxxxxxddddd

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

people?” has concerned many thinking individuals. Chazal
tell us that when Moshe asked Hashem, “Let me know your
ways,” (dh:dk ,una), he was posing this very question. Sefer
Iyov, whose authorship some ascribe to Moshe (/uy c"c), is
devoted to this question, and the conclusion is that there is no
logical answer. It is a principle of faith that G-d is just and
benevolent, and the occurrence of bad things to good people is
beyond our capability to understand. (R’ A. Twerski shlit’a) 
    A popular modern author has tried to resolve this problem
logically and concludes that bad things happen to good
people because G-d is not in immediate control of everything
in the world. Hence unjust things can happen. Moshe foresaw
that people would be bothered by this question, and warned
against this simplistic solution because it constitutes a denial
of Divine providence and/or omnipotence. Faith can apply
where logic cannot. We must accept that Hashem is just and
benevolent, even when our logic is unable to appreciate this.  

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: The founder of Chabad of Rural and Remote Australia
(RARA), estimates that about 3,600 Jews live in remote
areas of the Australian outback, but he and his workers are
like “Jewish detectives” who will go anywhere to visit

anybody. With very few synagogues outside the main
Australian city centers, Chabad of RARA has sparked 13
small communities all across the region.

    George Koulakis is a member of the organization, who
describes his house as “base camp” and maintains a motor
home that the group uses to travel. As a member of the army,

George used to bump into Jewish people on many of his
postings, and had an interesting interaction after stopping to
get a drink on one long trip through New South Wales.
     He pulled into a “one-horse-town” and went into the local

store. When he came out, an ancient Aboriginal woman was
staring at his big yellow motor home with its clear Hebrew
writing. George said, “It’s Hebrew. We are Jewish.”

     The diminutive old lady nodded and said, “The Jews and the
Aboriginal people have a lot in common; we’re both from a
very old culture and we’re both still fighting for our land!” 



SUBTLE IMPRESSIONS
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

Rabbi Eli Bernstein* arrived at his first Toastmasters 
meeting with trepidation. He had joined the weekly 
groups to improve his public speaking skills, and he 
was nervous about meeting the non-Jews who would 
be joining him. What sort of impression would he, a 
visibly religious Jew, make on them?
Toastmasters is an international organization for 
the improvement of leadership and public speaking 
skills. At each meeting, participants deliver speeches 
that are evaluated by fellow members, one of whom 
counts the “ah”s and “um”s while another monitors 
grammatical errors. Occasionally, each participant is 
asked to deliver a two-minute impromptu speech on 
a randomly selected subject.
Luckily, the meetings were productive. Rabbi 
Bernstein steered clear of religion, and earned the 
respect of the group. One of his newfound friends 
even offered to mentor him, helping him prepare 
speeches and offering tips for improvement.
Then one member, Larry, used an inappropriate word 
in a presentation. The next day, Rabbi Bernstein 
received an email from the group leader.
“I apologize for Larry’s speech last week," he wrote. 
"As standing president, I will note that we do not use 
that language in Toastmasters, as he is aware. His 
disrespect for the club is something I can address, 
but the disrespect displayed in front of a holy man 
may not be able to be redressed once it has occurred.”
Rabbi Bernstein had not made a peep at the time. 
He had even controlled his facial expressions. Yet 
somehow, the leader knew that it wasn’t appropriate 
to use that sort of language in front of a Jew.  

MAN'S ROLE IN  HISTORY
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

There are those who hesitate to render the word baruch according to its 
plain meaning. In their view, the meaning of the word when it refers to 
man interacting with G-d differs from its meaning when it refers to G-d 
interacting with man. Hence, they classify it as a noun, "source of blessing," 
just as rachum and chanun mean "source of grace” and “source of mercy."

But this interpretation gets them nowhere. Countless times we are called 
upon levarech es Hashem. There is no escaping it.

But why should we seek an escape? The moment Hashem made the 
fulfillment of His Will dependent on man's bechira, He said, “Barcheini!” 
Further My aims, obey My commandments, bless My Work—whose 
completion depends on you. Thus, bracha is a fundamental idea of Jewish 
life. The entire purpose of the Torah is to teach us how to bless Hashem.

We must not confuse the concept of birchas Hashem with mere praise. 
continued on reverse side
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Originally, it was the responsibility of every father used to teach 
his son Torah. During the second Bais Hamikdash, however, 
there were periods when many men were killed, leaving their 
sons with no fathers to learn with. In response, the kohein 
gadol of the time, Yehoshua ben Gamla, started a school system 
mandating that every city, town and village hire a teacher to 
learn Torah with the children. Most modern nations have a 
school system less than one hundred years old. Our system began 
over two thousand years ago.  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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Praise and adoration become brachos only if 
they have an effect on us, only if they illuminate 
our minds and purify our hearts, and help us do 
the work G-d requires of us.

What makes tefillah an acceptable substitute 
for a korban is not the bakashos of Shemone 
Esrei, but the brachos that conclude them. 
When we say baruch, we vow to devote all our 
energies and resources to G-d's service.  When 
we say baruch, we are carrying on the work 
assigned to all of mankind; we pronounce the 
first word ever used to express man's relation to 
Hashem—baruch Elokei Shem.

A parallel to this idea is found in the story of 
Bereishis. The concluding words, “asher bara 
Elokim laasos,” declare that G-d's work was 
not complete, but had only begun. Heaven and 
earth were created for Hashem to commission 
man to continue the work, set above all 
Creation. It was the beginning of Hashem’s 
creative work in human history, His shaping 
and guidance of the future for all time to come.

The guarantee that the world’s ultimate 
purpose will be realized lies in the fact that 
Hashem, who has complete freedom to act as 
He wishes, created the world for its sake. We 
express this confidence in Kaddish, which is 
woven into the order of our prayers: Yisgadal 
v’yiskadash shmei rabba, b’alma di vra chirusei. 
G-d's great name will be recognized in all its 
greatness and holiness, in the world which He 
created with His free will.

Towards this goal of mankind’s future, a future 
assured by the ratzon Hashem, man is called 
upon to use his power to shape the future in 
G-d's service—i.e., to make Hashem's Will 
his own. And when a Jew says “Baruch atah 
Hashem,” he vows to devote all his energy to 
fulfill it. 

ETERNAL OPTIMISM
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

The theme of Rosh Hashanah is malchus, that Hashem is our king. A human 
king can be a king without a palace or an army, but if he has no subjects, he is 
no ruler. Likewise, Hashem's malchus was established the day that Adam and 
Chava were created, for He then had subjects. Rabbeinu Saadiah Gaon offers 
this as a reason for the commandment to blow shofar on Rosh Hashanah—it was 
customary to do upon crowning a king.

Since Rosh Hashanah is the day of reckoning for worldly things, one would 
expect to see repeated requests for good health and prosperity in its Shemone 
Esrei. Yet we find only one request in the text authored by the Anshei Kneses 
Hagedolah: a desire to see the kingdom of Hashem recognized by all the 
inhabitants of the earth. (There are requests for a good year, but they were 
added later and were not included in the original text). The very theme of Rosh 
Hashanah is our commitment to be loyal subjects of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 
Devoted subjects want to see their king honored by everyone. If we honor that 
commitment, we will not need to specify our desires, because it is presumed that 
Hashem will bestow on His loyal subjects whatever they need.

In Masechta Rosh Hashanah, the Ran poses a question: various other mitzvos 
that we do, such as the korban omer on Pesach and nisuch hamayim on Sukkos, 
are related to the time of year. Grains begin to ripen at Pesach time, Sukkos 
comes just before the beginning of the rainy season. But why was the first day of 
Tishrei, Rosh Hashanah, chosen as the Day of Judgment? Why specifically then 
do "all inhabitants of the world pass by Him like so many sheep”?

The Ran offers an answer based on the words of Chazal. Adam Harishon was 
created on the first day of Tishrei. On that very day, he was commanded not to 
eat from the fruit of the eitz hada'as—and on that day he transgressed. He was 
judged, did teshuvah, and his death sentence was suspended.

Hashem said to him, "You will be an example for your descendants. Just as you 
were judged before Me on this day and emerged from before Me victorious, 
so are your children destined to be judged by Me on this day, and to emerge 
victorious." Hence, this time of year was chosen as the time of Heavenly 
judgment, as a sign of encouragement for future generations.

We should approach Rosh Hashana with optimism. We can indeed do 
acceptable teshuva, and emerge victorious in our mishpat.  

FULL OF HOT AIR

How do bodies keep themselves ventilated?
Your body produces heat, like any complex machine, and like a refrigerator or computer, it 
needs some way to cool off. To regulate the body’s temperature to a steady 98.6 degrees, there 
are 4 million pores on the skin, which let out heat in the form of sweat. The middle layer of 
the skin, called the dermis, stores most of the body's water. When heat activates sweat glands, 
these glands bring that water, along with the body's salt, to the surface of the skin as sweat. 
Once on the surface, the water evaporates. Water evaporating from the skin cools the body, 
keeping its temperature in a healthy range.  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition: Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)

To receive this newsletter in your inbox each week, send an email to subscribe@animaamin.org
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

I found a credit 
card in the 
street.

Q: Am I obligated to return it?
A: There are two reasons one may think he 
is not obligated to return the credit card. 1) 
Since the card is replaceable it has no value, 
so why should the finder exert himself to 
find the card holder? 2) Since a credit card 
has no inherent value (ein gufo mammon), it 
only provides access to money, so perhaps 
the mitzvah of hashavas aveidah (returning 
lost items) does not apply.
Shulchan Aruch (C.M. 262:1) rules that there 
is no obligation to return lost objects worth 
less than a perutah. Although a credit card 
is easily replaced, most people would be 
willing to pay at least a perutah to avoid the 
hassle of replacing the card and updating 
the companies that automatically charge 
the card with the new card info.  
The mitzvah of hashavas aveidah obligates 
the finder to exert himself, even when the 
lost object is worth merely a perutah. Even 
though the finder would not exert himself 
for his own item worth so little, nevertheless, 
one can choose to forgo his own items but 
may not forgo other people’s items worth so 
little (Shulchan Aruch HaRav, Metziah 37; see 
also Mishpetei HaTorah, Hashavas Aveidah 
8:9, which states that if most people would 
not exert themselves to search for such an 
object, the finder is exempt from returning 
the lost object).
Although the card has no market value 
since it is only valuable to the card holder, 
authorities state that regarding the mitzvah 
of hashavas aveidah, the value of the object 
is assessed from the owner’s perspective, 
rather than its market value (Moshe Yedaber, 
Gezeilah and Chiddushei HaRim, E.H. 16).
Although objects lacking inherent value are 

Baruch was going through difficult financial times. He had fallen 
behind on his rent, bills were mounting and he had simchos to 
fund.
To help keep afloat, Baruch borrowed $10,000 from a wealthy 

cousin, to be repaid in a year. 
This proved insufficient, and a few months later he had to borrow another $10,000 from an uncle, 
who was willing to lend for only six months. 
Toward the end of the six months, Baruch considered his financial position. He had painstakingly 
managed to scrape together $10,000 to repay his debts. 
“If I repay my uncle completely, I will have no money left to repay my cousin,” he thought. “Perhaps 
I should set aside some money for my cousin — after all, he lent to me first!”
Baruch shared his dilemma with his friend Shlomo.
“What you’re saying makes sense,” said Shlomo. “It’s unfair to your cousin to use the entire $10,000, 
especially since he lent you first!”
“But how do I explain to my uncle that I can’t pay him $10,000, even though I have that amount, 
just because I want to leave some for another creditor?” asked Baruch. “I don’t think that will 
please him.”
“It’s not a question of what he wants, but of what’s right,” said Shlomo. “You have to consider your 
obligation to both people.”
“If I were sure what the right thing was, I wouldn’t have a problem,” said Baruch. “However, I’m not 
sure what is right in this situation!”
“Why don’t you ask Rabbi Dayan?” suggested Shlomo.
“That’s a good idea!” replied Baruch.
The two approached Rabbi Dayan. “I 
borrowed $10,000 from my cousin and 
later $10,000 from my uncle, but only 
have $10,000 to repay with,” Baruch said. 
“If my uncle demands payment first, 
should I pay him the full sum, or divide 
the money?”
“Although your cousin lent you first,” 
answered Rabbi Dayan, “you should pay 
your uncle the entire $10,000 when he 
demands it first.”
“Why is that?” asked Baruch.
“The Gemara (B.K. 11b; B.B. 44b) indicates 
that there is no priority regarding 
collection of debt from movable assets, 
such as cash,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “They 
differ in this respect from real estate. 
A loan document signed by witnesses 
establishes a lien on real estate, which 
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excluded from many areas of Halachah (for 
example, the laws of shomrim, custodianship, 
and nezikin, damages), nevertheless, it is 
clear that there is an obligation to return 
loan documents, even though they do not 
have inherent value either. Whether this 
obligation is Biblical or Rabbinic is subject 
to debate (see Mishpat Ha’aveidah, pp. 12-13 
and Mishnas Hamishpat 259:39).
Some argue, however, that since the card 
has no value and his only concern is to 
prevent thieves from finding it, there is no 
obligation for the finder to exert himself to 
save the card holder from exertion [this is 
especially true if the card is actually the legal 
property of the issuer]. 
In conclusion, if the name of the credit card 
owner appears on the card, it is generally 
easy to return his card to him. If his name 
is not on the card, it would seem that 
before you could locate the cardholder, he 
will already have noticed that the card is 
missing and canceled it, thereby causing it 
to be rendered worthless. [Returning the 
card to the issuing bank does not seem to 
be beneficial because they will undoubtedly 
cancel the card immediately upon hearing 
that it was lost.]
Similarly, when one finds a card that 
appears to have been lost for a long period 
of time, one may assume that the owner 
replaced it and thus there is no obligation 
to return it, since it is not worth even a 
perutah intrinsically or to the card holder. 
If the finder tries to return it but before 
finding the owner enough time passed 
that it is likely that he replaced the card, it 
may be discarded. Retaining possession 
of a lost object until the arrival of Eliyahu 
HaNavi does not apply since the card was 
likely canceled and thus carries no value 
to anyone (Hashavas Aveidah K’Halachah 
12:[47]).

money matters

grants priority to the earlier lender, even if his loan comes due later. 
“Moreover, if the second lender collected the property under the lien, the earlier lender can 
extract it from him. However, with movable assets or cash there is no priority. Once the second 
lender collected, the first one cannot extract from him.”
“But my uncle hasn’t collected yet,” pointed out Baruch.
“Even so, if the second loan becomes due and the first one not, the first lender cannot stop the 
second lender from collecting,” Rabbi Dayan said. “The earlier loan is not due and there is no lien 
or priority regarding cash” (Pischei Choshen, Halvaah 4:31).
“What if both loans are already due?” asked Shlomo.
“Still, the earlier lender does not have priority,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “Therefore, if both lenders 
demand the money together, the borrower should divide the available cash between them” 
(C.M. 104:10; Sma 117:16).
“And if only one is now demanding payment?” asked Baruch.
“There is a dispute on this matter,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “Beis Yosef maintains that the borrower 
should pay him the entire amount, even though he will be unable to pay the other lender at all. 
However, Bach maintains that the borrower should divide the cash as if the other lender were 
currently present. 
“Ketzos resolves that if the other lender previously demanded payment, even if not currently 
present, the borrower should divide the cash. But if the other lender did not demand payment 
yet, the borrower should pay completely the one who is now demanding payment” (Ketzos 
Hachoshen 104:2; Pischei Choshen, Halvaah 4:32).

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com
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Parameters of Yakir
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita

Q: What are the parameters of yakir?

A: The Torah grants the father lifetime credibility to declare “yakir” (to recognize/
identify) who is his bechor. Many maintain that the father is believed even if 
otherwise disqualified from testifying (C.M. 277:12; Or Gadol #2).

Once the father identified a son as his bechor, he cannot retract and deny that he 
is the bechor. Conversely, if he negated paternity to a child, he cannot retract and 
identify him as the bechor. If witnesses testify that a certain son was born first, 
the father cannot contradict them, but would be believed that a younger son is 
his bechor and the older is not his child (Rema 277:12; Sma 277:24).

Some say that the father is believed only when the son is already presumed to 
be his. However, if the child is not known to be his, the father is not trusted to 
identify him as his bechor. Others maintain that the father is believed to identify 
the child as his son, and his bechor (Rema 279:1; Ketzos 277:2, 279:1).
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Now You Know 
Chazal tell us, “Hakol holech achar 
harosh,” everything goes after the 
beginning. That is why so much 

emphasis is placed on how we begin 
the new year. 

They also say that “Hakol nigrar 
achar hasof,” everything is drawn 
after the end. What does this mean 
and how do we reconcile the two? 

Ideally, one should start out the year, 
and even each day, correctly, with the 
intention to serve G-d and be better 

than he was the day before. That will 
set the tone for the rest of the year. 
But what if that didn’t happen? 

If one manages to finish properly, all 
the previous days are considered to 
be part of that wholesomeness. 

Imagine an actor who repeatedly flubs 
his lines. Finally, he gets it right and 
the director yells, “Cut!” It has been 
recorded for posterity that the actor 
achieved what he set out to do. 

We, too, have the opportunity to live 
each day as a “do-over,” another 
chance to get it right. 

We are now at the final week of the 
year. How you behave this Thursday, 

this Shabbos, or this Tuesday, can 
make up for all the less-than-perfect 
days in the past year. 

Let’s make sure we use this 
opportunity to end this year on a 

high, and start the new one on the 
right foot, so we can push that 
success forward into the coming year! 

Thought of the week: 

Never forget that you are 
unique in this world; just 
like everyone else. ☺ 

(AY-U:UK OYRBD) „...ÊH TYRBB VRBEL ...VMYM BAWw DE VYCE BUXM ...OKLK OWYH OYBCN OTA‰  
“You are all standing here today… from your woodchoppers to your water 
drawers… to bring you into a covenant with G-d...”(Devarim 29:9-11) 

As the end of his life approached, Moshe gathers the Jews and lets them know that they 
each have a portion in the Torah. Men, women, children – each plays an important role. 
Whether a sage or a woodchopper, every person was included in the covenant with 
HaShem. And yet, the wording seems odd. 

If Moshe wanted to convey the fact that everyone was included, he should have said, 
“From your judges and elders to your woodchoppers and water carriers.” But he didn’t. 
First, he grouped the leaders of the nation. “The heads, the tribes, the judges, every man of 
Israel.” Then he mentioned children and women, and finally the foreigners, “from the 
woodchoppers to the water drawers.” There doesn’t seem to be such a range between the 
two so why use the terms, “from and to”? 

Some commentaries explain that the woodcutters were male slaves, while the water was 
drawn by female slaves. That might explain part of it, but there’s a deeper backstory. The 
Gemara in Yevamos (79a) tells us that the people referred to here were Canaanites who 
came to convert, just as they came to Yehoshua later on. However, Moshe was not fooled 
and knew who they were. He decreed that they be assigned the laborious tasks of cutting 
wood and drawing water. They were singled out, therefore, because this group was not a 
regular part of the Jewish People. 

However, since it was prior to the entry into the land of Israel, such converts were allowed. 
If so, why did Moshe give them these jobs? We suggest it was to teach them, and us, an 
important lesson in being a Jew. 

We know that converts were not accepted at the time of King Shlomo because being a Jew 
meant living a life of comfort and peace. Those who would come at that time would not 
sincerely believe in HaShem, but were coming for their own ulterior motives. 

This, then, was the message Moshe wanted to send. If you wish to convert and become 
part of Klal Yisrael, understand that even if you are relegated to the position of 
woodchopper, or even the more lowly position of water drawer, it is a huge step up. The 
lowest of the low of the Nation of G-d, are more fortunate than the wealthiest and most 
powerful of the other nations. This is because this life is measured on a completely different 
scale than simply a life of physicality. 

Therefore, even going from being a woodchopper to a water carrier was a world of 
difference because each Jew has a part to play. It’s not a lowly job; on the contrary, it is 
something crucial to the existence of the Jewish People. No matter what your station in life, 
it is there that G-d put you to achieve something. THIS is the essence of being a Jew. 

The musician ties his bow tie, puts on his tuxedo jacket, and then looks in the mirror to make 
sure everything is in place.  Satisfied, he drives to the theater and takes his seat in the 
orchestra.  His eyes glued to the conductor, he turns pages of music throughout the 
performance, while he plays nary a note.  He sits and he waits. 

One hour passes, then another. Finally, the last moments of the concert are upon them.  
Reaching into his case he lifts up his instrument.  Excited and alert, he watches as the 
conductor approaches the final notes of the performance. At the last moment, he rises and 
claps together his cymbals a single time for the finale.  The audience applauds.  The musician 
smiles to himself, satisfied that he has played his part; smaller than the others’ perhaps, but no 
less important.  
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Mazel Tov to long-time readers 

Hillel and Shana Halton  

of Passaic, NJ  

on the birth of a baby boy! 
Tizku L’gadlo L’Torah, l’chupa, 

u’l’maasim tovim and to his bris at 
the right time.  

May you have much Yiddishe nachas 
from your whole family! 

Need extra credit before 

the high holidays? 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 



After many grave warnings against 
leaving the ways of the Torah, 
Moshe Rabbeinu tells the Klal Yis-

roel that learning and keeping the Torah is 
within easy grasp of each of us. “Acquiring 
it doesn’t require wings to fly to the heav-
ens, and studying it doesn’t demand cross-
ing oceans.” Rather, Torah is well within 
the reach of each person.  
Rashi, in commenting on the words, “It is 
not in the heavens,” adds the explanation: 
“For if it were in the heavens, you would be 
obligated to go up after it to learn it.” 

³ IF ONLY I HAD WINGS TO FLY

This Rashi is difficult to understand. 
Rashi’s role in Chumash is to clarify what 
the Torah means. As an aid to understand-
ing, he may use examples and parables, but 
the goal is always to explain the pshat — 
the straightforward meaning of the posuk. 
Not only doesn’t this comment help us 
understand what the Torah is telling us-- 
it isn’t true. Since time immemorial man 
has dreamed about flying, but man cannot 
sprout wings and fly. How can the Torah 
expect the impossible from us? And even 
more, this explanation is the opposite of 
what the Torah is trying to tell us. The en-
tire paragraph outlines how close the Torah 
is and how easy it is to attain it. What is 
Rashi trying to teach us with his comment, 
“If it were in the heavens, you would be obli-
gated to go up after it to learn it?” 
The answer to this can best be understood 
with a moshol:

³ AN AMAZING FEAT 
OF STRENGTH

In 1997 in Tallahassee, Florida, a young 
boy was involved in an accident, and end-
ed up being pinned under the wheel of a 
car. Rescuers couldn’t help him; he was 
trapped. An onlooker, seeing the danger, 
rushed over, and almost without thinking, 
reached for the fender of the car, lifted it 
off the ground, and freed the boy – a feat 
of amazing strength. 
The unusual part of the story is that the 
hero, the one who lifted the car, was not 
a trained emergency professional or some 
big burly fireman, but rather the boy’s 

63-year-old grandmother who had never 
before lifted anything heavier than a bag 
of dog food. 
The story became a media sensation and 
Dr. Charles Garfield, the author of a book 
of fantastic sports feats entitled Peak Per-
formance, decided he wanted to interview 
her. However, she wasn’t interested in talk-
ing to him. She wouldn’t return his calls, 
and she did everything she could to avoid 
discussing the event. Finally, Dr. Garfield, 
being a convincing fellow, got her to agree 
to a meeting, and the reason she was re-
luctant to discuss the act turned out to be 
almost as amazing as the event itself. 
During the discussion, the grandmother 
said she didn’t like to talk about the inci-
dent because it challenged her beliefs about 
what she could and could not do — about 
what was possible. “If I was able to do 
this, when I didn’t think it was possible, 
what does that say about the rest of my 
life? Have I wasted it?”

After further discussion, Dr. Garfield 
asked her what she would like to do. She 
explained that she had never had the op-
portunity to further her education after 
high school. So after some coaching, Mrs. 
Laura Shultz began college at the age of 63. 

She received her degree and then went on 
to teach science in a community college.   

³ OUR ATTITUDE DETERMINES 
OUR ALTITUDE

This story is illustrative of a very human 
tendency. Our understanding of what is 
and what is not possible creates imagined 
ceilings of opportunity for us. If I were 
smarter, I would have. . . If I were more 
talented, I could have. . . but I just can’t do 
it. Yet some people, who aren’t any more 
talented, who weren’t given all the breaks, 
just seem to plow through and somehow 
make the seemingly impossible happen. 
It almost seems that their attitude is their 
single greatest asset.  

³ EYES ON THE PRIZE

This seems to be the answer to this Rashi. 
The Torah isn’t telling us that we need 
to sprout wings and fly. Rather, this is a 
moshol for the drive that a person must 
have to succeed. If a person’s attitude is, 
“Whatever it takes. No mountain is too 
high, no obstacle too difficult. If it were up 
in the heavens, I would fly there,”  then he 
will reach heights. However, if that enthu-
siasm is lacking, no matter how close the 
Torah is, he will not acquire it. 

You don’t need to fly to the skies, but you 
need be ready to. Once that drive is in 
place, nothing can stop you. 

No matter what a person’s natural capacity 
and life circumstances, if he sets his goal 
as the attainment of Torah, HASHEM will 
help so that he can reach the stars. Is the 
journey difficult? While there are many 
challenges along the way, the ways of the 
Torah are pleasant, and a Jew has unique 
aptitude to absorb it. The only difficult 
part is setting our sights high enough and 
holding the course. However, if a person 
sets out with a drive to do whatever it 
takes, even if it means “flying to the heav-
ens,” then HASHEM helps, and that per-
son can reach his personal level of greatness 
on par with the greatest of Torah giants. 

—

For more on this topic please listen to 
Shmuz #61 -  Heroes

on the Parsha
Parshas Nitzavim

R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

Your 
Attitude 

Determines 
Your 

Altitude
g

“It is not in the heavens for you to say, 
‘Who can ascend to the heaven for us 
and take it for us so that we can listen 
to it and perform it?’. . . Rather the 
matter is very near to you,  in your 

mouth and your heart, to perform it.”
— Devarim 30:12-14 —

GET THE NEW SHMUZ APP!  ACCESS HUNDREDS OF AUDIO, VIDEOS, AND ARTICLES FROM THE SHMUZ. 
SIMPLY GO TO THE APP STORE, OR GOOGLE PLAY, AND SEARCH FOR “THESHMUZ”. OR GO TO WWW.THESHMUZ.COM.

This is an excerpt from the Shmuz on the Parsha book. All three volumes are available 
at your local sefarim store, or at www.theShmuz.com. All of the Shmuzin are available 
FREE of charge, at the theShmuz.com or on the Shmuz app, for Android and Iphone.

Sponsorships available for live shmuz, weekly shmuz on the par-
sha and cd and magnet  distribution. Please contact the shmuz 
@ www.theshmuz.com or 866.613-torah (8672) for details. 
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Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America 

  

 לרפו״ש ר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה, ור׳ אלטר חיים בן יהודית, ור׳ ברוך מרדכי בן טעסיל, ור׳ אברהם בן רחל, ור׳ מתתיהו חיים בן עטיל  
 ולרפו״ש לאה בת שרה ריבא, ורחל בת חיה ביילא בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 

Yahrtzeits of our 
 ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְשָרֵאל

 א׳ תשרי
5569 - 5640 
1809 - 1879 

 was born in ,(ַמְלִּבי״ם the) ,ר׳ ֵמִאיר לַײּבּוׁש ז״ל
Vollochysk, Ukraine, to ר׳ יְִחיֵאל ִמיֶכל Weisser, 
who taught his son ַתנַ״ְך, but was נְִפָטר when  ר׳
 went to ר׳ ֵמִאיר ,was still a child. At age 13 ֵמִאיר

Warsaw and became known as the ִעּלּוי מ׳װָאהלין. At age 
27, he married the widow of the ֶחְמַדת ְׁשֹלמֹה’s son (ר׳ ַחיִים 
Auerbach’s daughter) and served as ָרב of Wreschen, 
Germany. In 1844, he became ָרב of Kempen, Poland. He 
served as the ָרב ָהָראִׁשי of Bucharest, Romania in 1860. 
He fought against the reformers, who managed to have 
him thrown into prison. Later, he served as the ָרב in 
Mohilev, Russia, and Königsberg, Poland. He authored 

many ְסָפִרים including his famous ּוׁשֵפר  on ַתנַ״ְך and 
ְלָחן ָערּוְך on ַאְרצֹות ַהַחיִים  .among others ׁשֻׁ

  

 

 

 

Understanding Davening 
 לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל  

ֵבי ֵביֶתָך ֵרי יֹושְׁ … ַאשְׁ  

Praiseworthy are those who dwell in Your house …  
The ְלבּו״ׁש explains that it is best to begin ְסִליחֹות with the 
praises of ד׳ of ַקִדיׁש. However, since ַקִדיׁש can only be 
said after reciting ְפסּוִקים of ַאְׁשֵרי ,ַתנַ״ְך was chosen as the 
introduction to ְסִליחֹות. Why ַאְׁשֵרי? The (ְּבָרכֹות ד:) ְגָמָרא 
teaches us that ַאְׁשֵרי, when recited [with understanding] 
three times daily, has the power to uplift a person to be 
a ֶּבן ָהעֹוָלם ַהָּבא. The ְגָמָרא goes on to say that ַאְׁשֵרי 
includes the praise that ד׳ is the One Who sustains every 
living being in the universe (פֹוֵתַח ֶאת יֶָדיָך) and its ְפסּוִקים 
begin with each successive letter of the ּב-א  except for 
the letter נ. This alludes to the times when ְכַלל יְִשָרֵאל has 

fallen (נֹוֵפל). ד׳ is סֹוֵמְך, He supports and uplifts  ְכַלל

   .ְסִליחֹות With this message, we begin .יְִשָרֵאל

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Adapted from: 

 ָתנָא ְדֵבי ֵאִליָהּו זּוָטא (פ׳ י״ד)

  Rather, the matter is very near to you …     ְדָבִרים ל:יד(  … ִכי ָקרֹוב ֵאֶליָך ַהָדָבר ְמאֹד(  

 This week was the ְלָויָה of R’ Yaakov Sherman זַַצ״ל. In 1992 he arrived in the United States from Russia with 
his wife, daughter and her two infant daughters. He was 69 years old, and still had old memories of the early 20’s 
with his ‘Yiddishe’ parents. He was a man of dignity, integrity and determination. Rather than focusing his efforts on 
integrating into the America culture or trying to master the English language, he had a burning desire to begin his 
new life as a frum Jew. His last 25 years defined his eternity. Today his grandchildren are married to ְּבנֵי תֹוָרה and he 
merited to enjoy seeing his great grandchildren all living and learning the beautiful תֹוָרה that he saw from his parents. 
 The person taunted and derided .תֹוָרה once met a simple person who had minimal knowledge in ֵאִליָהּו ַהנִָביא    
 ,asked the man, “My son ֵאִליָהּו ַהנִָביא .[ַתְלִמיד ָחָכם This was common for an unlearned person meeting a] .ֵאִליָהּו ַהנִָביא
what are you going to answer to your Father [ד׳] on the day of judgment [about your lack of תֹוָרה knowledge]?  
 The man had the response on the tip of his tongue: “ֶרִּבי, I’ll tell ד that I wasn’t blessed with a good head. It 
was His decree that I would not be able to read or learn תֹוָרה.” 
 Switching to a different subject, ֵאִליָהּו ַהנִָביא asked him what was his profession. The man answered that he 
was a fisherman. ֵאִליָהּו ַהנִָביא then asked him who taught him all his business knowledge, how did he learn the process 
of weaving flax into nets, and where did he pick up the art of throwing his net and then pulling it out a full of fish 
back onto his boat. 
 The fisherman replied, “ֶרִּבי, I was blessed with that level of understanding!” 
 then turned and reprimanded the fisherman, “If you have the understanding behind the ֵאִליָהּו ַהנִָביא 
intricate procedure of weaving nets and have mastered the various methods of catching fishing, then you have been 
truly been blessed by ד׳ with the capacity to learn תֹוָרה. The תֹוָרה writes … ִכי ָקרֹוב ֵאֶליָך ַהָדָבר ְמאֹד ְּבִפיָך ּוִבְלָבְבָך  — Rather, 
it [the תֹוָרה] is so close to you [so simple to understand], it is in the power of your heart to follow its teachings.”  
 The fisherman recognized that the rational answer he had prepared to give on His day of judgment was 
foolish. He obviously had the potential to learn and read the תֹוָרה. If only he would have stopped and analyzed the 
methods he used to conduct his own livelihood, he would have realized his potential. The fisherman wept bitterly. 
 enlightened him and said, “My son, do not feel that you are alone with your reasoning. The ֵאִליָהּו ַהנִָביא 
response, ‘I wasn’t blessed with a head to learn תֹוָרה,’  is the typical answer every person gives to ד׳ .ד׳ then shows 

the person, through his very own actions his true potential and the falseness of that excuse.” 
 R’ Yeruchem Levovitz זַַצ״ל once said, “We will not be punished for actions we could not do, but for what 

we did not do because we thought we could not do!” Like starting life as a frum Jew in a foreign country 
at 69 years old! 

 

 

 Klapholtz ר׳ יְִשָרֵאל יֲַעקֹב 
of ְּבנֵי ְּבַרק, relates a story he 
heard from the Belzer ר׳  ,ֶרִּבי

 came to ֲחִסיִדים Some .ַאֲהרֹן
complain to the Belzer ר׳  ,ֶרִּבי

עַ    ֵפרּוׁש  s’ַמְלִּבי״ם  about  the ,יְהֹוׁשֻׁ
on עַ  .ַתנַ״ְך  sent a trusted ר׳ יְהֹוׁשֻׁ
 The .ַמְלִּבי״ם to observe the ָחִסיד
 spent two months in the ָחִסיד
 s home writing up his'ַמְלִּבי״ם
daily schedule. Just after the ֶרִּבי 
finished reading the ַמְלִּבי״ם's 
routine, some ֲחִסיִדים entered to 
hear the ֶרִּבי’s verdict. The ֶרִּבי 
cried, "Out! I refuse to hear 
even one more word about the 
י״ם  a — ָקדֹוׁש ְוָטהֹור He is a .ַמְלבִּ

pure and saintly Yid!   
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל
 לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל

 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א

  

 

PAI NEWS 
Due to tragic events taking 

place in ארץ ישראל and around 

the world, please try to say 

extra תהלים for אחינו בני ישראל in 

all of our תפלות and before/

after all of our learning and 

doing מצות. Every תפלה counts! 

In the זכות of the collective 

תינוקות של בית  of מצות and תפלות

 

  This week’s issue is dedicated by 

Mr. & Mrs. Dov and Miriam Schechter 
 לע״נ ר׳ צבי מאיר בן יהודה ע״ה כ״ד אלול

 ור׳ צבי יעקב בן אברהם ע״ה ומרת שיינדל בת אלימלך ע״ה, כ״ג אלול

  This week’s Pirchei Learning Program is dedicated 

 לע״נ הבחור אברהם ישעיהו ע״ה בן יבלחט״א 

 ר׳ שמואל מנחם משה הכהן שליט״א, יארצייט כ״ט אלול

ן יְִחיֵאל ִמיְכל )ַמְלִּבי״ם( זַַצ״ל  הר׳ ֵמִאיר לַײּבּוׁש ּבֶּ
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 הדלקת נרות עש״ק

 
סוף זמן 

 קריאת שמע 

 סוף זמן תפלה 

 שקיעה 
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 בס״ד
 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל

 לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל
 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י

 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א



 

 :Questions of the week ַרִש״י 
1.Which word in the תֹוָרה indicates that ד׳ will, ִכְביָכֹול, go together 

with us into exile and will only return when we return? 
2.What important leadership message that הקב״ה advised  ַע  ,יְהֹוׁשֻׁ

was contrary to the advice of מֶֹׁשה? 

Answers 

1. The word ד׳ — ְוָׁשב will bring you back — should have been written ְוֵהִׁשיב. The 
word ְוָׁשב can also mean and He will return (with you) (ֶֹּלקֶּיָך ָׁב ה׳ א  .(30:3 — ד״ה ְוׁש

 יְהֹוׁשֻׁעַ  advised מֶֹׁשה .There is one leader to a generation, not two :יְהֹוׁשֻׁעַ  told הקב״ה .2
that he should enlist the wise counsel and assistance of the זְֵקנִים of the 
generation (31:7 — ד״ה ִכי ַאתָׁה). 

For sponsorship or comments, please call: 718 972 2188 or Fax: 718 506 9633. 

 

 You are standing today, all of you …        ְלֶכם ְדָבִרים כט:ט(…(ַאֶתם נִָצִבים ַהיֹום כֻׁ  

 placed ַאֶתם נִָצִבים that asks, “Why was the passage of ִמְדָרׁש quotes a ַרִׁש״י 
right after the curses?” The ִמְדָרׁש explains, after ְּבנֵי יְִשָרֵאל heard 98 curses in  ָפָרַׁשת

קַֹתי together with the 48 curses in ,ִכי ָתבֹוא  ,their faces became ashen. They said ,ְּבחֻׁ
“How will we be able to bear these [curses]?” 
 consoled them, explaining, “You are standing today, even though מֶֹׁשה 
you have caused much anger to הקב״ה, nevertheless, You are still standing, He has 
never totally destroyed you!” 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 יְִׁשיָבה ָּבחּור had arrived and Meir Goldbaum, a 17-year-old רֹאׁש ַהָׁשנָה 
learning in a יְִׁשיָבה in Ofakim in ֶאֶרץ יְִשָרֵאל, was disappointed. He had worked very 
hard to improve in his יְִרַאת ה׳ — both his davening and learning — but he felt he 
had not progressed sufficiently for the Day of Judgment. 
 As a ַתְלִמיד of R' Shimshon Pincus זַַצ״ל, Meir had begun to understand 
what the awe of the High Holy Days meant. R' Shimshon’s inspiring shmuessen had 
made a distinct impression on him and resulted time and again in commitments 
and resolutions to improve in his ַעבֹוַדת ה׳, and time and again Meir failed to put his 
commitments into action. As a result, he felt like a complete failure. 
 for a ֵּבית ִמְדָרׁש morning, R' Shimshon stepped outside the רֹאׁש ַהָׁשנָה 
moment during the ָׁשִליַח ִצּבּור’s repetition of the ְׁשמֹונֶה ֶעְשֵרה and spotted his ַתְלִמיד 
sitting on a chair in the corner of the hallway, head between his knees. R' 
Shimshon, with his warm and caring demeanor, approached Meir, placed a hand 
on his shoulder and asked him why he seemed so depressed. 
 Meir looked up into his ֶרִּבי’s gentle eyes and poured out his frustration. 
He told him how hard he had tried during the past ֶאלּול to improve and how each 
time his efforts had fallen short. In essence, Meir perceived himself as a total 
failure. He had pledged that this רֹאׁש ַהָׁשנָה would be different and he would rise to 
the occasion — yet he had not. Meir cried bitterly and hung his head in shame. 
 R' Shimshon sat down next to the young boy and related the following 
incident: 
 “It was in the middle of the Yom Kippur War [October 1973]. I was sitting 
in the Emergency Room in the Shaare Zedek hospital waiting for one of my children 
to be seen by a doctor for a cut that apparently needed stitches, when I noticed a 
bit of a commotion taking place. Many doctors had converged in front of the 
Emergency Room doors and appeared to be discussing an important matter. 
 “I inquired as to what was the cause of the commotion and I was told a 
soldier had been shot and had been brought to the hospital. The bullet was lodged 
in his leg and needed to be taken out. After the doctor removed the bullet he 
notified the soldier, who had remained awake during the entire procedure, that 
the surgery was complete and he was free to go home. The young man, no older 
than nineteen years, grimaced in pain as he struggled to slide off the operating 
table. Beads of sweat formed on his forehead and he looked curiously at the 
doctor. 
 “‘Home? You think I’m heading home? True, I was shot and lost this 
battle, but there’s a war raging out there and my fellow soldiers need me back on 
the battlefield.’ The brave young man hobbled out of the room and headed back 
toward the front lines.” 
 R' Shimshon concluded the inspiring story and looked into the eyes of the 
vulnerable young man. “Meir, I’m not going to convince you that you have not 
stumbled. But just because you’ve fallen does not mean you can’t get back up. 
Losing a battle does not mean that you’ve lost the war. We’re fighting a war in 
there and I don’t want to head back in without you. We need you to fight alongside 
the rest of us!” 
 A shy smile formed on Meir’s face and he thanked his ֶרִּבי for his warm 

words of encouragement. R' Shimshon placed his arm around Meir’s shoulder 
and together they walked back into the ֵּבית ִמְדָרׁש to “fight” alongside one 

another. 

 *The ָחֵפץ ַחיִים continues, that there are opinions that ַמֲעֵשר ְכָסִפים must be 
distributed only in the form of direct ְצָדָקה to ֲענִיִים. However, one should 
not be ַמֲחִמיר, stringent, if there are no funds, and one may use ַמֲעֵשר ְכָסִפים 

to pay for the critical expenses of a נָה  If there are no other .ִמְצָוה or other ְּבִרית ,ֲחתֻׁ
funds, one can even use the money from ַמֲעֵשר ְכָסִפים to buy ְסָפִרים with the explicit 
intent that the ְסָפִרים are for public use and will be lent to others. The ְסָפִרים must be 
marked that they were purchased with ַמֲעֵשר ְכָסִפים.  
 *This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Review of the ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד is far more extensive and appropriate. 

A Loving Kindness Moment:  חלק ב׳ פרק י״ט:ב   —ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד  

As a side note, the ָחֵפץ ַחיִים points out that ַמֲעֵשר ְכָסִפים may not be used to pay for your ְשַכר ִלּמּוד, tuition. 
Although ְשַכר ִלּמּוד is a ִמְצָוה, the responsibility to pay is a ִחיּוב on the father and one cannot use  ַמֲעֵשר ְכָסִפים

to pay a loan. One CAN use ַמֲעֵשר ְכָסִפים to pay the tuition of an ָענִי, for that is the ִמְצָוה of ְצָדָקה.  

  

Living with the Torah 
Lose the Battle but Win the War 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of 

the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
 ִהְלכֹות ִעְנָיֵני ְדיֹוָמא: ֶאלּול

 The most preferable time to begin ְסִליחֹות is in the last three hours of 
the night —  the watch before ֲעלֹות ַהָשַחר. 

 There is a well-accepted ִמנְָהג to start the first ְסִליחֹות after midnight 
on מֹוצש״ק. One reason is that we want to begin with the ִשְמָחה of  
 .clothing ַׁשָּבת still dressed in ְסִליחֹות therefore, we should say ;ַׁשָּבת

   
 waged open war ,ַמְלִּבי״ם the ,ר׳ ֵמִאיר לַײּבּוׁש ֶּבן יְִחיֵאל ִמיְכל זַַצ״ל
against those seeking to follow the ‘Enlightenment’ movement. 
One ַׁשָּבת, an assimilated Jew came in with a lit cigarette and 
mockingly challenged the ַמְלִּבי״ם, “Isn’t it true that smoking with 
a ִׁשנּוי is מּוָתר?” The ַמְלִּבי״ם immediately replied, “ !ִאיר זֶענט גֶערֶעכט

ִאיר דַארפט דרֵײֶען דֶער פַאִפירָאס אּון ׁשטֶעלן דֶער פַארּברֶענּונג טֵײל ִאין דַײן 

 You are right! Just reverse the cigarette and place the — מֹויל!
burning part into your mouth!”  

Sage Sayings 
Source: Men of Distinction (Sinai Publishing) 

 

 

 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
Story adapted from: a ִׁשעּור by R’ Moshe Wolfson ַׁשִליָט״א 

 

Dear Talmid, 
ִחיֵאל יְ ן ּבֶּ ַײּבּוׁש לִאיר מֵ ר׳  is the acronym for the famous ַמְלִּבי״ם 

ַצ״למִ  יְכל זַ . His encyclopedic knowledge of ָלׁשֹון ַהקֹוֶדׁש, the Hebrew 
language, was legendary, and his works on ַתנַ״ְך have become a popular 
classic. 
 He describes his life (in ֲאָרצֹות ַהַחיִים), “I was a mere child 
when my father, ר׳ יְִחיֵאל ִמיְכל, a well-read and learned man, passed 
away in his early manhood… I was brought up in the tender hands of 
my righteous and virtuous mother… When I was 13 years old, with 
neither a ָרב to guide me, nor friend to help me, a thirst for knowledge 
gripped me … I devoured all I could from the תֹוָרה and ִכְתֵבי ֲחזַ״ל…”  
 When he was 17, he was taken to meet the ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר. They 
spoke together in learning and the ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר called him “a rare jewel”. 
The ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר honored him by asking that he speak on ַׁשָּבת afternoon in 
the main shul before the ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר would be arriving for ִמנְָחה. 
 His ִׁשעּור was brilliant and the crowd was enraptured by his 
speech. As a show of honor, they placed the ַמְלִּבי״ם in the seat of the 
 he noticed the young lad ,ִמנְָחה came in for ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר When the .ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר
standing in his place. The ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר understood what happened, but 
was pained at the lack of respect. The ַמְלִּבי״ם immediately realized his 
error of  sitting in the ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר’s chair and apologized profusely. 
 Every ַׁשָּבת ִמנְָחה for the rest of his life, the ַמְלִּבי״ם would spend 
some time locked in his room and do ְתׁשּוָבה for the fact that he had 
caused his ֶרִּבי pain. The ַמְלִּבי״ם always felt his תֹוָרה was never exactly 
the same after that incident. 
 My ַתְלִמיד, as we begin preparing ourselves for the יֹום ַהִדין at 
this time of the year, let us learn from the amazing ַגְדלּות of the ַמְלִּבי״ם 
and his weekly ְתׁשּוָבה. One needs be aware of the consequences of 
causing anguish to any person, especially a ֶרִּבי, and the ְתׁשּוָבה required! 

     יְִהי זְִכרֹו ָּברּוְך!
 ֶרִּבי Your                         ,ְּביְִדידּות
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)30:15ראה נתתי לפניך היום את החיים ואת הטוב ואת המות ואת הרע (  

At the end of Parshas Nitzavim, Moshe informs the Jewish people that he has placed before them 
life and good, and death and evil. In addition to the obvious difference between life and death, to which 
good and evil are likened, Rav Yitzchok Hutner explains that there is a more profound distinction 
between them. Life requires continuous sustenance, and a person who does not regularly eat and drink 
and constantly breathe will die. Death is different, in that once something has died, it will remain dead 
and nothing is needed to maintain its status. 

With this distinction, Rav Hutner explains that we can now appreciate more deeply the 
comparison of life to good and death to evil. A person who chooses the path of Torah and mitzvos – the 
ultimate good – is spiritually alive, yet he can never let his guard down, for life requires continual 
nourishment and vigilance. In contrast, a wicked person who has fallen and spiritually died will remain in 
that state without any effort. 

Rav Hutner adds that this dichotomy can help us answer a question raised by Rav Elchonon 
Wasserman. The Gemora in Kiddushin (40b) teaches that a person who performs a mitzvah and 
subsequently regrets it loses the merit he accrued for that mitzvah. If Hashem allows remorse to uproot 
prior good deeds, it naturally follows that sins that are regretted should also be erased, for Hashem’s 
attribute of giving reward is 500 times greater than His attribute that punishes. However, if a mere 
thought has the power to undo our past deeds, what is so unique about the concept of teshuvah 
(repentance) and why do we consider it such a valuable gift from Hashem? 

According to Rav Hutner’s insight, we now understand that there is an important difference 
between the two cases. The Gemora says that if a person does a mitzvah but subsequently decides not to 
maintain it, it becomes lost and dies, for like life, good requires ongoing sustenance. Sin – spiritual death 
– is different, for once something has died, the laws of nature mandate that it stays eternally dead. Thus, 
even if a person attempts to stop sustaining spiritual death by regretting his transgression, it will still be 
dead. Accordingly, teshuvah for a sin is fundamentally unlike “teshuvah” for a mitzvah and indeed 
represents a tremendous gift from Hashem, in which He enables us to resurrect and rectify a misdeed that 
according to the laws of nature should remain irreparable and permanently dead. 

Applying this concept to our own lives, Rav Yisroel Reisman explains that the lesson we derive 
from here is that spiritual achievements must be continuously nourished and maintained. If we find 
ourselves still working on areas on which we focused in previous years, rather than despair, we should 
recognize that life and spiritual good need ongoing sustenance. At the same time, once we have 
successfully implemented a positive change in our lives, we should never take it for granted, but must 
constantly stay vigilant to ensure that our accomplishments stay with us for years to come.   
 

 
לכם את השירה הזאת ולמדה את בני ישראל שימה בפיהםועתה כתבו   

)31:19למען תהיה לי השירה הזאת לעד (   
 Parshas Vayeilech contains the last of the 613 commandments, the mitzvah to write a Sefer 
Torah. However, in instructing us to write a Torah scroll, the Torah uses an unusual expression, telling us, 
“Write this שירה for yourselves and teach it to the Children of Israel; place it in their mouths, so that this 
 means “song,” and although the Gemora (Sanhedrin שירה shall be a witness for Me.” The word שירה
21b) interprets it as referring to a Sefer Torah, it is still an unusual and surprising descriptor for the Torah. 
Why does Hashem refer to the Torah as a song? 
 In his sefer Haksav V’hakabbalah, Rav Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg writes that the word שיר is 
connected to the word ישר (straight). He explains that for music to sound pleasing to the ear, it is essential 
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for the notes to be arranged in a precise order and be played in the proper sequence. If the notes in a song 
are not “straight,” the music will be transformed from a harmonious melody into cacophonous 
dissonance. 
 From this perspective, it becomes clear why the Torah refers to itself as a שירה, for it is described 
elsewhere (Yehoshua 10:13) as ספר הישר – the Book of yashrus. In the introduction to his commentary 
on the book of Genesis, the Netziv writes that Sefer Bereishis is particularly called ספר הישר, for it 
recounts the lives of the Avos (Patriarchs), who were all straight and upright. Although Avrohom’s 
contemporaries may not have known the details of his mitzvah observance, they all recognized that he 
was honest and sincere. This attribute is so fundamental that it encapsulates the essence of the entire 
Torah – ספר הישר – which requires us to be trustworthy and yashar. 
 Rav Yissocher Frand recounts two inspiring stories of contemporary Rabbis who embody the 
Torah’s yashrus. Rav Ahron Soloveitchik was the Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivas Brisk in Chicago, but he 
also taught a weekly Gemora class at Yeshiva University after his brother, Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, 
became ill, an arrangement which required Rav Ahron to travel regularly between the two cities. On one 
of his journeys, his mother-in-law, who lived in New York, wished to accompany him back to Chicago to 
visit her daughter. However, because she did not like to fly, they travelled by train. 
 When they arrived at the train station, Rav Ahron approached the ticket counter to buy two 
tickets, but the ticket agent informed him that there was a promotion that day that allowed spouses to 
travel for free, in which case he only needed to purchase one ticket. Rav Ahron responded that the woman 
accompanying him was his mother-in-law, not his wife, in which case he was not eligible for the offer and 
needed to buy two tickets. When the agent replied, “We don’t check marriage licenses here, so you only 
need one ticket,” the Rav insisted on speaking to a supervisor. 
 When the supervisor arrived and asked what the dispute was, Rav Ahron explained that the ticket 
agent was attempting to save him money by offering him a free ticket for which he did not qualify, since 
his traveling companion was not his spouse. The incredulous supervisor responded, “You’re old enough 
that you could be married to each other, and that’s good enough for me, so why are you making problems 
and wasting your money?” The determined Rav persisted, “She’s not my wife, and I refuse to take 
something to which I am not entitled. I insist on paying for her, so please sell me two full-price tickets.” 
 Rav Frand’s second story involves Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky, who served for a time as the Rav of 
Congregation Toras Emes in Toronto. The members of his shul once presented him with a beautiful silver 
Kiddush cup in recognition of his devoted service to the community. Shortly thereafter, one of Rav 
Yaakov’s congregants was shocked to observe him entering a pawn shop with the Kiddush cup he had 
just received, seemingly attempting to sell the valuable gift that he had just received. The congregant 
informed the members of the synagogue what he had witnessed, and the president of the shul called the 
Rav to demand an explanation for his conduct. Rav Yaakov replied that he considered any gifts presented 
to him by the shul as part of his salary, and as such, he needed to include the Kiddush cup on his tax 
return, so he took it to the pawn shop to find out its value so that he could accurately report it on his taxes. 
 Rav Frand notes that unfortunately, we live in a generation in which the trait of yashrus often 
receives more lip service than actual implementation. Sadly, we have recently been inundated with stories 
of Orthodox Jews who, instead of following in the ways of Rav Ahron and Rav Yaakov, are accused of 
acting far from ישר. This is not the way of the Torah, which refers to itself as a שירה to teach us that 
being ישר is its essential defining feature. 
 The Smag writes (Mitzvas Asei 74) that we must be honest in our interactions with others, going 
above and beyond what the strict letter of the law requires, so that when Hashem sends Moshiach to 
redeem us, the nations of the world will acknowledge that He acted correctly, for the Jews are trustworthy 
people. However, if we are fraudulent and deceitful, they will question why Hashem would choose a 
nation of thieves and cheaters. Rav Frand points out that much of the Rosh Hashana liturgy revolves 
around asking Hashem to rule over the entire world and send Moshiach to redeem us. The Smag teaches 
us that there is a simple formula to get our request granted. If we follow the yashar ways of the Torah and 
the Avos and become people who are recognized around the world as honest and straight, Moshiach will 
be on his way, may it be speedily in our time. 



 3 

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 

1) Moshe told the people (30:12) that the Torah is not in Heaven. The Gemora in Bava Metzia (59b) 
understands this to mean that after the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai, it is up to the Sages to 
decide matters of Jewish law, which are no longer within the jurisdiction of Hashem. In numerous 
places, the Gemora records episodes in which a bas kol – Heavenly voice – descends to inform 
the Sages with which opinion in a dispute Hashem sides. Why is it referred to as a bas kol – 
literally, the daughter of a sound – and not as a ben kol – the son of a sound – or simply as the 
sound itself? (Tosefos Sanhedrin 11a, Tosefos Yom Tov Yevamos 16:6) 

2) The Gemora in Chagigah (3a) teaches that for the king’s reading of the book of Devorim (31:11), 
the men came to learn and the women came to listen. The Gemora questions why the Torah 
commands (31:12) that the small children be brought, and answers that it is to earn merits for 
their parents in bringing them. On a practical level, does this rationale apply to bringing small 
children to the synagogue? (Magen Avrohom 689:11, Mishnah Berurah 98:3 and 124:28) 

3) Each year the reading of the entire Torah is finished on Simchas Torah. How is it possible for a 
complete Hebrew year to go by without any public reading of one of the 54 Torah portions? 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) Tosefos writes that the voice which is heard is not the original voice which emanated from the 
heavens, but rather an echo which results from it. As a result, it is appropriate to refer to it as a bas kol, 
meaning an offspring which result from the initial voice. Alternatively, the Tosefos Yom Tov suggests 
that when the Jewish people were on a high enough spiritual level, Hashem communicated with us 
through prophecy which was specifically and directly addressed to an individual prophet. After this 
period ended, Hashem communicated with us through a lower form, in which a voice emanating from the 
heavens made His will known to whomever was present to hear it. Because this is a lesser level of 
prophecy, it is referred to as a derivative of the original voice. This also explains why it is called a bas kol 
and not a ben kol, as the feminine term connotes the fact that the level of prophecy has weakened. 
 
2) The Mishnah Berurah rules that children who haven’t yet reached the age at which they are ready to 
understand the concepts of prayer and the holiness of a synagogue should not be brought there for several 
reasons. First, their childish behavior will disrupt others from praying properly, and it desecrates the 
inherent sanctity of the synagogue. Additionally, if they become accustomed to viewing the synagogue as 
a place to play games, they will be likely to continue to treat it this way even when they are older, as it is 
very difficult to uproot deeply-ingrained habits. Finally, he adds that parents need to check their clothing 
to make sure that it is clean of anything foul-smelling which could disqualify the prayers of those around 
them. On the other hand, when they do reach the age at which they can appreciate the holiness of the 
synagogue and of prayer, it is indeed a mitzvah to bring them and to teach them to sit with awe and fear 
and to answer Kaddish, Kedushah, and “Amen” where appropriate. 
 
3) In a year such as this one, in which there is only one Shabbos between Rosh Hashana and Sukkos, 
Parshas Nitzavim and Vayeilech are read as a double parsha on the Shabbos before Rosh Hashana, and 
Parshas Haazinu is read on Shabbos Shuva. If there are two Shabbosim between Rosh Hashana and 
Sukkos, such as next year, Parshas Nitzavim is read before Rosh Hashana, Parshas Vayeilech is read on 
Shabbos Shuva, and Parshas Haazinu is read on the Shabbos between Yom Kippur and Sukkos. As a 
result, Parshas Vayeilech is now being read at the end of 5777 and will next be read at the beginning of 
5779, and the entire year of 5778 will pass without it being read. 
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Yevamos 96b) says that once R' Eleazar stated a 
ruling that R' Yochanan had made, but did not repeat it in R' 
Yochanan's name. When R' Yochanan heard this and became 
annoyed with R' Eleazar's neglect, R' Yaakov b. Idi resolved the 
issue by pointing out that although everything that Yehoshua said 
to Bnei Yisroel was taught to him by Moshe, still, nowhere does 
the Posuk follow Yehoshua's words with van uk vum ratf. That is 
because everyone knew it was from Moshe - it did not need 
saying. So too, everyone knows that everything R' Eleazar says, 
he heard from R' Yochanan. As such, there is also no need for R' 
Eleazar to actually say so. Why was R Yochanan so annoyed, the 
Gemara asks ? Because he wanted to ensure that after he was 
gone, Torah would still be repeated in his name, which causes, as 
Chazal describe it: rcec ,uccus uh,u,pa - his lips would be 
moving in the grave. If so, this may explain why the Posuk says: 
iu,hja, ,jav hf h,un hrjt h,gsh hf (Moshe's recognition that after 
his death the Jews will sin heavily), yet we do not find them 
sinning under Yehoshua's leadership, which began immediately 
after Moshe's Petirah. This is because Moshe was in a sense, still 
alive through Yehoshua, since his lips were constantly moving in 
the Kever. It was only after Yehoshua's Petirah that the sinning 
began. The Gemara (Sanhedrin 90b) states that R Yehoshua 
derived oh,nv ,hhj, from oeu lh,uct og cfua lbv - where 
Moshe's death and subsequent rising is described, followed by 
vbzu vzv ogv [oeu] – the nation will rise up and sin, where oeu in 
the middle can be shared and is used by both phrases. The Panim 
Yafos suggests that both uses of oeu support the derivation, since 
the fact that Moshe's lips continued to move after his death was 
itself a Remez to the ultimate reality of full oh,nv ,hhj,. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Where may one answer Amein twice upon hearing one person 
recite a brocho ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Where does performing a mitzvah restrict one’s sleep ?)  
The B’Tzeil HaChochmah (5:11) rules that when sleeping in a 
house with no Mezuzah, one may sleep in any room one wishes. 
However, where a Mezuzah is affixed in one of the rooms, one is 
obligated to sleep in that room only.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
It is customary to say ohrsb ,r,v on Erev Rosh HaShanah before 
at least 3 people, preferably 10. In order for the vr,v to be 
effective, one must understand what he is saying - i.e. that he 
regrets having made vows, and he must say it sincerely. Although 
this custom has for some reason been adopted only by men, it is 
commendable if a woman makes her husband (or father) a Shliach 
for her to request vr,v for her, and the man should add the words: 
h,atk ifu at the conclusion of his vr,v. (Teshuvos V'Hanhagos 
1:338)   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Taanis 24a) relates that Rava was challenged by the 
emperor to bring rain in the summer. When at first his Tefilos did 
not bring rain, Rava asked for a miracle, and it rained abundantly. 
Rava’s father appeared to him and warned him that his audacity 
in “bothering” Hashem to bring such a miraculous rain would 
have consequences, and as such, he advised Rava not to sleep in 
his bed that night. Rava followed the advice, and the next day, 
knife marks were found in his bed. However the vkcj hftkn – the 
demons sent to punish him, were unable to reach him where he 
had gone. The Posuk says that if one acts as if he is immune to the 
curses of the Tochacha, and continues to do as he pleases, then 
the result will be: vgrk ‘v ukhscvu - Hashem will segregate him 
for adversity. The Or HaChaim HaKadosh asks, why is this 
necessary if previously the Posuk already said: una ,t ‘v vjnu - 
that Hashem will erase his name from under Heaven ? He 
answers that since the ,unab of all Bnei Yisroel originate from one 
source, it is necessary to separate out the sinner before inflicting 
punishment. He continues, that when Hashem allows punishment 
to be administered, He does so only for a finite space, and not 
beyond it, as we see from Rava. The Ner LeMeah suggests that 
this may answer a question frequently asked by inmates of 
concentration camps during World War II - should they try to 
escape, or should they accept that the ,hjan has permission to 
destroy them, and running away will not help. Many great people 
were convinced that they could not escape the Heavenly decree. 
However, from this Or HaChaim it seems that the Gezeirah was 
directed at specific places, and if one was not there when it hit, 
one could be saved. The Gemara (Rosh HaShanah 16b) states 
that ouen huba - changing one’s place, is one method to escape the 
misfortune of one’s ihs rzd. This is derived from Avrohom, who 
was told: ohbck vfuz v,t ht itf. Although the traditional wisdom 
of kzn vban ouen vban suggests that one’s kzn changes because of 
the new place, the Or HaChaim reveals that one need only 
abandon one’s current circumstances to see improvement.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man came to see R’ Avrohom Abish, Rav in Frankfurt, requesting a 
letter to the residents of Frankfurt, with which he hoped to collect 
sufficient funds to marry off his daughter.  R’ Avrohom wrote him a very 
warm letter with which the man was far more successful in his efforts 
than he had anticipated. In fact, he was so successful, that word soon 
spread around town that he was sitting in the local tavern, "celebrating" 
away his good fortune. As his money dwindled away, the man suddenly 
noticed that his all-important letter from R’ Avrohom was missing. He 
immediately returned to the Rav’s home and requested a replacement. 
R’ Avrohom Abish had by now also heard what this man had been up to. 
As gently as he could, R’ Avrohom asked him if he knew why we 
generally refer to a drunk as one who is as rufha as Lot. After all, wasn’t 
Noach the first to drink and become inebriated ? The answer is that 
Noach’s three sons were already married when Noach planted the vine 
and drank. Lot on the other hand had 2 daughters to marry off. Such a 
person has no business wasting his time and money on drink.           
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family. Selichos 
on Motzai Shabbos will begin at 12:47AM. 
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כי את אשר ישנו פה עמנו עמד “ 29:14

היום לפני ד' אלקינו, ואת אשר איננו פה 

 ”עמנו היום

“But with whoever is here, standing with us today 

before Hashem, our G-d, and with whoever is not 

here with us today.” The Torah is telling us about a 

covenant between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal 

Yisroel.  Klal Yisroel were to accept Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu as their G-d, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

to accept Klal Yisroel as His people. Rashi explains 

that “Whoever is not here with us today” refers to 

the generations who are destined to come in the 

future.  The entire Klal Yisroel received the Torah at 

Har Sinai, those who were alive at that time, as 

well as all the Neshomos of all of Klal Yisroel who 

would ever come into this world - the Covenant 

between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel 

apply to all future generations. Why does the first 

part of the Posuk need to say, “עומד” standing, and 

why did the Posuk only say by the first part of the 

Posuk –to those who were actually alive then, and 

not the second part of the Posuk to those of Klal 

Yisroel who would be born in the future?  The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, 

and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

 Rashi – ”ואת אשר אננו פה“ 29:14 – מזרחי 

explains that this refers to those of Klal Yisroel who 

would be born in the future.  It must be, for it could 

not refer to those who were alive at that time and 

were not there at Har Sinai, for the Torah explicitly 

states in Posuk 9 – “כלכם” – all of Klal Yisroel were 

there.  

“ 29:14 - מנחת יעקב  ה עמנו ואת אשר איננו פ

 When the Posuk says, “Those that are not – ”היום

here with us today”, it cannot be referring to those 

who were alive at the time but were elsewhere, for 

if there were any alive and they were not there 

when they made the Bris, then they would not 

have been included in the Bris, being that they 

were never Mekabel on themselves to do so.  That 

is why the explanation is given that it refers to 

future generations who would be born, and their 

Neshomos were there.  Being that their Neshomos 

were there, they were included in the Bris.   

ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו “ 29:14 – רבנו בחיי 

 The Covenant between Hakodosh Boruch - ”היום

Hu and Klal Yisroel was binding even upon unborn 

generations who were not physically present at Har 

Sinai to enter into it.  The reason is because 

parents and children are like trees and their 

branches.  Just as the future potential of all 

branches is rooted in the tree, so too all of the 

children to come forth from those who were at Har 

Sinai are rooted in those individuals, and therefore, 

all of the progeny of those who were at Har Sinai 

are bound by the Covenant of the parents – the 

tree.   

ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו “ 29:14 - רבנו בחיי 

 All Jewish Neshomos were present at this – ”היום

Covenant, just as they were at Har Sinai when the 

Torah was given.  Although the bodies were not 

born yet, being that their Neshomos were there, 

they too are bound by the Covenant.   

ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו “ 29:14 - גור אריה 

 All future generations were bound by this – ”היום

Covenant based on the principle stated in Megilah 

2a that an inferior court cannot overrule a court 

greater than itself.  So too here, the court of Moshe 

and Klal Yisroel entered into this Covenant that no 

later generation can annul.   

ה"של   ”ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו היום“ 29:14 - 

– The Chachomim tell us that all of the Neshomos 

of Klal Yisroel were present at Har Sinai, and swore 

to uphold the Mitzvos.  How can an oath made by 

the spiritual soul be considered binding on the 

physical body?  At the time of the revelation of the 

Shechina at Har Sinai, Klal Yisroel achieved such an 

exalted state that the body was no longer 

corporeal, and was as spiritual as the soul.  

Therefore, the undertaking of the soul became 

completely binding on the body.    

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  ואת אשר “ 29:14 - 

 Just as an obligation in a – ”איננו פה עמנו היום

covenantal oath is not limited to certain classes or 

categories of people, so too it is not limited in the 
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duration of its validity.  This obligation applies to all 

people counted amongst the nation of Klal Yisroel, 

at all times.  Over here, the Torah unequivocally 

refutes the false notion that the commitment of 

Torah is only temporary, or that one can release 

himself from his obligation.   

“ 29:14 - העמק דבר  פה עמנו ואת אשר איננו 

 The Torah is telling us that the Bris is – ”היום

eternal, and if so, the punishment for not adhering 

to the Bris is also eternal.  Therefore, all of Klal 

Yisroel must ensure to heed it.   

כי את אשר “ 29:14 – תרגום יונתן בן עוזיאל 

יוםישנו פה עמנו עמד ה ” – For all of the generations 

from the creation of the world to that point in 

time, all of them were standing there in front of 

Hashem, our G-d. In addition, all of the generations 

that will come to be until the end of the world, 

were also there.   

אור יונתןבי  כי את אשר ישנו פה “ 29:14 - 

 ”עומד“ The Posuk uses the word – ”עמנו עמד היום

in reference to those who had lived previously, as 

well as those who were living at that time – they 

can be called, “standing.”  However, in the second 

part of the Posuk, which refers to those who were 

not created yet, they were with Klal Yisroel at that 

point, though they are not called “standing” for 

they were never alive in this world.   

כי את אשר “ 29:14 – שפתי כהן על התורה 

ואת אשר , אלקינו' ישנו פה עמנו עמד היום לפני ד

 refers to – ”את אשר ישנו“ – ”איננו פה עמנו היום

those who were already “ישנים” – “sleeping” – no 

longer alive.  “איננו פה עמנו היום” – refers to 

Neshomos that were there without a Guf (Shavuos 

39a).  It is the same Gematria as “נשמה לבד” (with 

the two words) – the Neshama alone, without the 

body. 

ואת אשר איננו פה “ 29:14 - שמן אפרסמון 

 This refers to the prior generations – ”עמנו היום

that were no longer alive.  Why did they need to be 

part of this Bris?  The previous generations also 

needed to be part of this Bris and to have the 

Zechus of the Torah.  They would receive the 

Zechus of the Torah through the Kiyum Hatorah of 

their children.  Sanhedrin 104a – “ברא מזכה אבא” - 

“a son is Mezakeh his father.”  The more good 

someone does, it has a profound effect on his 

father, and forefathers.  This is also the meaning of 

the Gemara in Rosh Hashanah 32b – “ ספרי חיים

 The books of life and“ – ”וספרי מתים פתוחים לפני

the books of death are open in front of Me 

(Hakodosh Boruch Hu).”  What does it mean the 

“books of the dead?”  Those who died, their 

Neshomos are judged again based on the actions of 

their children. 

כי את אשר ישנו פה “ 29:14 – ילקוט האזובי 

ואת אשר איננו פה , אלקינו' עמנו עמד היום לפני ד

את אשר “ ,The last letters of the words – ”עמנו היום

 and the last letters of the ”,תורה“ spell ”ישנו פה

words, “ואת אשר איננו פה” also spell, “תורה.”  This 

is to teach us that they all received the Torah. 

כי את אשר “ 29:14 - מלבוש לשבת ויום טוב 

 Targum Yonason says – ”ישנו פה עמנו עמד היום

that even those who were prior to the generation 

of the Midbar were also at this Bris; (see above 

Targum Yonason). We must be speaking about 

people who were not going to be reincarnated in 

the future, for then they would be included in the 

second part of the Posuk which says that all the 

future people who will be born were also there. 

Why did they need to be there when they were not 

going to be alive again?  Moshe Rabbeinu lived for 

120 years for the amount of Yovels (fifty year cycles 

of which the fiftieth year is Yovel) in the six 

thousand years of the world.  It was with the Koach 

of the Torah that Moshe Rabbeinu was Mekabel 

the Torah and brought it down and gave it to Klal 

Yisroel that was a Tikun for the entire world, for all 

generations from the beginning of creation until 

the end of all generations.  This Bris was a Tikun 

even for those Neshomos which had already been 

to this world, but were no longer here.   

כי את אשר ישנו פה עמנו “ 29:14 - חתן סופר 

 This was the generation who went – ”עמד היום

through the Yam and saw the outward miracles of 

Hashem.  In truth, they had Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, as they said at the Yam, “ לי-זה א ” - 

“This is my G-d.”  This Bris was really more for the 

future generations, when they would not see the 



L'zecher Nishmas R’ Yehuda Ben R’ Chaim,  R’ Nissan Ben R’ Shmuel, Mala Frimet Bas R’ Yeshaya Menachem / Zechus for a Shidduch for Freidel Shaindel Bas Mindel Miriam                                       ד"בס  

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com  Thank you, Y. Schechter 

open miracle of Hashem.  Perhaps they would 

question Hakodosh Boruch Hu to know if He is truly 

running every aspect of the world and if they 

would accept Him as their G-d.  Therefore, it was 

those who saw the proverbial “Hand of Hashem” 

who accepted upon themselves this Covenant, for 

which they would pass down from generation to 

generation.  The miracles that they saw would be 

passed down so that the Covenant would remain 

intact throughout the generations.   

ם"מלבי  ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו “ 29:14 - 

 Those who were there at that time – ”היום

accepted upon themselves, and on all of their 

progeny, the Bris between themselves and 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  We see this same concept in 

Megilas Esther 9:27 “ קימו וקבלו היהודים עליהם ועל

 The Jews confirmed“ – ”זרעם ועל כל הנלוים עליהם

and accepted upon themselves and on their 

progeny, and all who would join them.”  Why is it 

that they were able to accept things on behalf of 

their progeny, who were not born at that time?  

There is an important Yesod in Emunah that the 

Nefoshos of Klal Yisroel are the Neshomos which 

are there before they enter the body, and also 

exists after the person dies and leaves the body – it 

has eternal existence, unless it gets cut off due to 

sins.  All of those Neshomos that would enter into 

the bodies of Klal Yisroel at some point in the 

future, were all there by this Bris, and they all 

accepted upon themselves to accept the Torah and 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu as their G-d.  Although the 

Neshomos cannot perform the Mitzvos of the 

Torah without the Guf, the acceptance of their 

ancestors to use their bodies in their Avodas 

Hashem, was enough to place an obligation on 

them as well.   

ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו “ 29:14 - תורה אור 

 The Arizal says in his Sefer Gilgulim, that all – ”היום

of the Neshomos of Klal Yisroel are intertwined 

with each other.  The purpose of the Neshomos are 

to bring forth the glory of Hakodosh Boruch Hu in 

this world, and each Neshama has many branches 

and leaves from which many other Neshomos 

come into this world – though they are all 

connected at their roots.  The six hundred 

thousand Yidin at Har Sinai encompassed all of the 

Neshomos that would come into this world for 

eternity.  Therefore, when they accepted the 

Torah, and the Bris, it was an acceptance of the 

core Neshomos, which automatically was an 

acceptance on all the subparts.   

א"גר  כי את אשר ישנו פה עמנו עמד “ 29:14 – 

 for this is – ”עומד“ ,Here the Torah says – ”היום

referring to the physical bodies that were there.  In 

the second part of the Posuk, it does not say, 

 for it is referring to the Neshomos of the – ”עומד“

future people of Klal Yisroel who would be born, 

and they were not seen standing there.  

 Yeshaya 61:10, Haftorah – ברכת חיים 

Parshas Nitzavim – “ תגל נפשי ' שוש אשיש בד

כחתן , באלקי כי הלבשני בגדי ישע מעיל צדקה יעטני

 I will rejoice“ – ”יכהן פאר וככלה תעדה כליה

intensely with Hashem, my soul shall exult with my 

G-d, for He has dressed me in the garments of 

salvation, He has cloaked me in a robe of 

righteousness – like a bridegroom who dons 

priestly glory, like a bride who bedecks herself with 

jewelry.”   “ 'שוש אשיש בד ” – This is going on the 

Posuk in Tehillim 19:9 “ ם משמחי לבישרי' פקודי ד ” – 

“The orders of Hashem are upright, gladdening the 

heart.”  As Dovid Hamelech says in Tehillim 

119:162 “ כמוצא שלל רב, שש אנכי על אמרתך ” – “I 

rejoice over Your word, like one who finds 

abundant spoils.”  There is a double Loshon of joy, 

“ יששוש אש ” for one is going on Torah Shebiksav 

and one on Torah Shebal Peh.  “תגל נשפי באלקי” – 

This refers to the Mitzvah of Tzedakah, which 

creates a Tikun for one’s soul.  “כי הלבשני בגדי ישע” 

– Due to Limud Hatorah, one will receive the  חלוקא

  .the cloak of Rabbonon for the Neshama ,דרבנן

 One who learns Torah crowns – ”כחתן יכהן פאר“

himself with a priestly glory which is always with 

him.  “וככלה תעדה כליה” – Like a bride wearing her 

jewelry – a bride wears her jewelry on Shabbos and 

on weekdays, as opposed to other women.  One 

who rejoices in the Words of Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

– in the Torah Hakdosha, he will be cloaked with 
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the חלוקא דרבנן, and will at all times be crowned 

with Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s Glory.   

 Yeshaya 61:10, Haftorah - אדרת אליהו 

Parshas Nitzavim – “ תגל נפשי ' שוש אשיש בד

מאן דאכל דלאו “ – Yerushalmi Orlah 3:1 – ”באלקי

בהיל לאסתכולי באפיה, דיליה ” - The Neshama 

comes down to this world, for one who eats that 

which is not his is embarrassed and cannot look at 

himself.  The Neshama comes to this world so that 

he can amass Torah, Mitzvos, and Ma’asim Tovim, 

and then the Neshama will be able to have Hana’ah 

from the splendor of the Shechina due to the 

reward it receives for its actions – and will not be 

embarrassed.  The main reward one receives for 

the performance of Mitzvos is due to the Simcha, 

the joy, he has when performing the Mitzvos.  We 

are slaves of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and slaves are 

not entitled to any reward for doing the command 

of their Master.  However, a slave is not required to 

serve his master with joy.  Therefore, if we perform 

the Mitzvos of Hashem with joy, something which 

we are not obligated in, we receive reward for the 

joy.  “ 'בה ששוש אשי ” – Through the Simcha that we 

have in our Avodas Hashem and our performance 

of Mitzvos, then “ נפשי באלקי תגל ” – we will exult 

with Hakodosh Boruch Hu in Olam Habah, for we 

will receive reward in Olam Habah, and not be 

embarrassed for receiving the reward.  Without the 

Neshama being sent down to this world, “ כי הלבשני

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu dresses the – ”בגדי ישע

Neshama in garments of salvation, “ מעיל צדקה

 however, it is embarrassing, for it is – ”יעטני

Tzedakah, that which was not earned.  Now, that 

the Neshama is sent down to this world, and has 

the opportunity to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu with 

joy, and is entitled to reward for that, “ כחתן יכהן

 one can be proud with the royalty he – ”פאר

receives, and, “וככלה תעדה כליה” be like a bride 

who bedecks herself with jewelry. All brides have 

jewelry, however it is only a splendor and honor to 

a wealthy bride, for it is known that the jewelry is 

hers.  For the poor bride, it is not an honor or glory, 

for all know that she borrowed it and it is not hers.  

One who serves Hakodosh Boruch Hu with joy is 

entitled to the reward, like a bride who bedecks 

herself with jewelry – and not that others are 

bedecking her.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the 

Posuk only says, “עומד” in the first part of the 

Posuk.  All of Klal Yisroel were there, when Klal 

Yisroel made a Bris with Hakodosh Boruch Hu that 

He will be their G-d, and they will be His people.  

“All of Klal Yisroel” includes those who had passed 

away prior to this Bris, as well as those who will be 

alive in this world in the future.  While they were 

all there, it was only the ones who were physically 

there, those who were “standing” there that had 

the opportunity to receive reward and not be 

embarrassed.  We must take great pride and joy in 

being the Chosen Nation.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

the G-d of the world, but at the same time He is 

our exclusive G-d – we are His nation.  We must be 

proud to wear it as a crown upon our heads. This is 

not to be looked at as a Bris that was made that we 

now have to keep, rather but to be seen as a great 

privilege and honor.  We must not only keep the 

Bris and serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu, but we must 

also serve Him with great joy.  As the Yomim 

Nora’im approach, we must take the time to reflect 

on what our purpose is in this world.  Do we 

recognize the great privilege that we have, and do 

we take advantage of it, or are we negligent?  Do 

we serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu and learn Torah and 

perform Mitzvos the way it was given to us – and 

most important – do we do so with joy, or do we 

do so because we feel that it’s our obligation, like a 

yoke upon our shoulders?  If we are to realize the 

wonderful opportunity we are given – we would 

certainly fulfill our obligations properly.  We would 

certainly do Teshuva for our past iniquities, as well 

as regret our not serving Hakodosh Boruch Hu with 

joy – and make a firm commitment to do so in the 

upcoming year.  May we accept upon ourselves 

that this coming year we will serve Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu with great joy, and in this Zechus be 

Zoche to a  טובהכתיבה וחתימה . 
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