
tk /oahruvk kfut vfht hbnn vktv ohudv ohcr lcckc rnt, hf
/ohrmn kfku vgrpk lhekt wv vag rat ,t rfz, rfz ovn trh,
grzvu vezjv shvu oh,pnvu ,,tvu lhbhg utr rat ,ksdv ,xnv
rat ohngv kfk lhekt wv vagh if lhekt wv ltmuv rat vhuybv

 ovhbpn trh v,t(yh 'jh'zh-z)v,kgu,u ,"hav hsxjc vrhfzv - 
     dog vnjknv kg ,utrenv uktc vru,v v�buu�f 'tren ka uyuap hp kg vb

ezj,vku ',hbumhj vtrhu vdts kf rhxvk vuumn thv vhkg rat 'ihnng vgcav
jrfvc lt /ohrmnn ubthmuvaf ubng vaga ohxhbv kf ,rhfz lu,n ,"havc iujycc
hf 'ohbnzvu oh,hgv kfc ktrah aht kfk ohfhhav ohbhbg kg od cu,fv iuuhf
rcs kg er ohcuxbv ,utren vc uhvha ,tzf lhha tku ',hjmb vru, thv ubh,ru,
 /utruc hbpk ohbnzv kfc lkv,vk lhtv ufrs ostk vrun tren kf tkt 'rcgu vhva
uc ohrrug,n rat ,g kfca 'ostk ,uruvk cu,fv iuhfa arpk ah 'ifa iuuhf     
sungk u,kufhc vhvh tk hf uk vnsb rat unkugc u,cuj hbhbgn iv 'vdtsvu sjpv
ubhvu rjtn hf uk vnsbu 'ohaev inzv hrenn sjt hbpc usnugc ivu 'ohrcsv ,nhanc
ohah ohbnzv ukt kfc 'vguah r x j od tuv tkhnn 'rmhnv in ,tmk hsf ohgmnt r x j
rmhnv in umkjh u,jdavc rat vz tuvu 'ufrs jhkmh rat vz tuv hf 'uheuktc ubujyc
ouhn uhkg urcg rat ohnhv kf uchk kg ohah 'iujycc ezj,vk hsfu /cjrnv kt
hkcn ,"hav ,guahk ovc vfz rat ohren vcrvc ihjch ztu ',unst hkg u,uhv
ohren vnfu vnf uskj hnhc ,utrk vfuz ost kf hf 'gauuh lhtv osuen ,gsk

 

,uzuzn kg o,c,fu///ofapb kgu ofcck kg vkt hrcs ,t o,nau
 lhrgacu l,hc(f 'jh-th)w,uzuzn uag 'ihkhp, ujhbvw h"ar ruthc - 

     k c,uag ihkhp, ujhbv ',uumnc (ohbnuxn) ohbhhumn uhv ukd,a rjtk ;t" 'h"ar
 c,fu /"wufu urzj,af ohasj ofk uhvh tka hsf ',uzuzn,,,,""""uuuuaaaacccc zzzz""""ccccssssrrrrvvvvwc whx wu ekj) 

,t o,nauw 'ceg vhvu ,arpc k"z h"ar c,fa vn kg hbnn ,kta" '(s"be ohpkt
hsf ',uzuzn uag ihkhp, ujhbv ',umnc ohbhhumn uhv ukd,a rjtk ;t 'wudu vkt hrcs
,udvubu 'iv ;udv ,cuj ukt ,uumn tkvu 'lk thaeu 'wurzj,af ohasj ofk uhvh tka

/k"ujc ,ukdc inuhe kg rhvzvk vru,v vfrmuv gusnu 'k"ujc ihc .rtc ihc
o,sctuw 'ohcu,fv ,ufhnx hbpn if arsa 'whrpxwvn iv ukt h"ar hrcs 'vcua,    
kgu ofcck kg vkt hrcs ,t o,nau /ofk i,ub wv rat vcuyv .rtv kgn vrvn
,uzuzn kg o,c,fu//ofhbhg ihc ,upyuyk uhvu ofsh kg ,utk o,ut o,raeu 'ofapb
ouen vhva iuhf ';udv ,cuj iva odv 'lf kg orhvzvk lrmuvu 'wlhrgacu l,hc
ratf 'snav ,urhzdu ,ukdv sucga ejus hbpn ,uumnv kug ovhkgn uerpha auajk
kyck ovhkg ohrzud uhva ,urusv kfcu vgarv oustu ohsafvu ohbuuhv hnhc grht
,uumnc ohbhhumn uhvha orhvzv ifku 'o,ut ukych xbutv smn hf raptu ',uumnv ,t
uhva hbpn tku 'o,hhagc jruy ovk vhvhu 'urzjhaf ,uasj ovhkg uhvh tka hsf

obah ohngpk od 'lfc vfzh lhtv osuen gsha hkcn ohna ,rzgk ovc vfza
;uxck lt 'ohhuxn tucnu rubhm lrs uk ghd, u,guaha cauj ostv rat ohren
tuv ,"havu 'atrn uk ibf, rat tucnv vzn vfurt kkf uk v,kg tka vtur
ah hf ihch vz kfn /hrndk vbua tucn lrs vguah uhbpk vrevu uhsgm ,t cahja
uh,uchxc cchx rcgca oafu 'ubujyc uhkg ohahu ',uchxv ccxnv ournc dhvbn

 /sh,gc od vguah uhbpk thmnh if unf /vguah uhbpk thmnvk
 hrcs itf thcvk hutrv inu     wwwweeeevvvv    jjjj""""vvvvuuuuttttvvvv,t ,rfzuw :(jh 'j ohrcs) euxpv kg 

kg uck ,,k lhrma aurhp :k"zu 'wwudu khj ,uagk jf lk i,ubv tuv hf lhekt wv
'uhkg u,jdavu utruc rhfvk shn, uvrhgh vz rcsu /uk v,hv wvn hf 'u,cuy
'hkutu /usctk xbfh vz lrsu 'vz rcs ujhfavk tuv ostv rmh ,ukucj, ,khj,u
vz rcs wjufa otw aurhp 'wjfa, jufa ot vhvuw :vz hrjta rntn lnx vzk hf
'ohrjt ohvkt hrjt ,fkk lpuxu 'wv ,t jfa,a lpux 'wudu lk chynv tuv wva

 /wufu o,scgu urnutf 'vagnc tkt sck vcajnc tku,shna t,ht e"vpxcu
,ucuyv ,ugpavv kf kceku veumu vrm kfn kmbhvk kusd suxh thv iujycv

 ka u,rntfu w,h trucv ka ohkusdv uhsxju uhnjrngggg""""hhhhzzzz    ttttaaaauuuuzzzz    wwwwrrrr    hhhhccccrrrrvvvv    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvv'
 uhjt thcvagggg""""hhhhzzzz    llllkkkknnnnhhhhkkkktttt    hhhhccccrrrrvvvv    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvvhfuw :cu,fv kg wlknhkt ogubw urpxc 

ucuyn ghpav okugv ,t trcaf ,"hava 'wh,frc ,t h,humu wudu kftb vn urnt,
ostvaf tkt /kkf ehxpvk tka gpav lrsu 't"bc hfrmk gpa ohfaun ,urubhm
rxujc gpav ehxpn tuv hrv 'wkftb vnw ktuau 'v"cc iujyc uk ihtu u,drsnn kpub
'u,bunt rxujc uehxpv vkva iuhf cua u,frc ,t ,uumk v"cev lhrm ztu 'u,bunt

/expv tkk lkuv gpav vhv 'ezj ubujyc vhv ukhta /wh,frc ,t h,humuw uvzu
whrpxwcu 'h,c,fa ogyvn tkt 'ivhkg rhvzn tuv .rtk vmujc ivn ohruyp
huv :vk rntu 'vhct ,hck vpryu 'u,at kg xgfa lknk kanw 'hfv vc ohhxn
v"cev ovk rnt lfu 'ohasj lhkg uhvh tk hrzj,afa 'ohyhaf,c ,yae,n

/"tuv yuapu 'vrvztv cdt 'ktrah .rtk vrzjk vcuy vruac uzu 'wufu ktrahk
c okut    wwwwvvvvhhhhrrrrtttt    rrrruuuuddddwwww) ddddttttrrrrppppnnnn    kkkk""""rrrrvvvvnnnnkkkkahw oac rjt cuahh thcv '(s"f ,ut '

,unuen ovk ihtu ',unutv ihc ktrah hbc ukd ratf hf 'oharpn ah" 'woharpn
vzuzn ,umn unhheh tk if ot ',urhfau vkta lrs kg eru 'onmg hbpc oh,cu
,uchhj ibht w,urhfawu wvktawu 'onmgk) ohsjuhn oh,c ovk ihta iuhf ',ukdc
,"vn vz cuhj iht 'n"n" 'wufu tv v"s /t"f vrz vsucg] wxu,v uc,f ifu 'vzuznc
ibharss d"gtu 'wohrjt ka tku 'l,hcw ch,fsfu 'okugk vruyp t,hhrutsns
,ujbn '"hch,f wl,hcw hr, 'n"n 'vthc lrs ihnhc vjhbvk lhrma-wl,thc-l,hcw
hr,s 'ibcrsn {vrufa ut vkuta ,hcc} vzuzns 'k"h uvhnu" 'wufu ,hky v"s oa
,gs jhxvk ruxta hbpn hutrf ihkhp, ,umn vc unhheh tk ifu /(["hch,f wl,hcw
,gsv ,jxvk ,unrud ,ukdv ,sryu ,dts hrvu '(:uk ,ujbn :z tnuh) ihkhp,v in

/ivn i,gs ujhxh tk lht hf 'i,jbvn ohruyp uhvha hutrv in vhv f"tu 'ivn
ubeh .rtk vmujc ,ukdc ;ta 'w,uzuzn uag 'ihkhp, ujhbvw vru,v vrnt vz kgu   
lfcu i,gsn ,usryv ,t urhxh odu 'vunhhehu vzuznc uchhj,ha hsf 'oh,c ovk

/"wurzj,af ohasj ofk uhvh tka hsfw ,tzu 'hutrf ihkhp, ,umn ohhek ukfuh

R’ Chanoch Henach Hakohen Levine of Aleksander zt”l would say:

     “wwu,t vcvtku uhfrs kfc ,fkk lhekt wv ,t vtrhk ot hf lngn kta lhekt wv vn ktrah v,guw - People are strange. They beg

and plead that Hashem should give them Yiras Shamayim (Fear of Heaven) when this is something that is entirely in the

individual’s control. Yet, when it comes to livelihood and sustenance, they imagine that they are in charge!”

(Monsey, NY)
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t:c 't:t ,", (3) th:t vru, sunk, wkv (2) /k ihaushe (1)
/dk ihrsvbx (5) t:ske tr,v tcc (4)

Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs Heshy Weinberger and Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs Heshy Weinberger and Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs Heshy Weinberger and Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs Heshy Weinberger and 
Mr. & Mrs. Yanky Koschitzki on the birth of their grandson,Mr. & Mrs. Yanky Koschitzki on the birth of their grandson,Mr. & Mrs. Yanky Koschitzki on the birth of their grandson,Mr. & Mrs. Yanky Koschitzki on the birth of their grandson,

Michoel Michoel Michoel Michoel h"b, to their children Mr. & Mrs. Eli Koschitzki. , to their children Mr. & Mrs. Eli Koschitzki. , to their children Mr. & Mrs. Eli Koschitzki. , to their children Mr. & Mrs. Eli Koschitzki. 
May they always see much nachas from him in the future.May they always see much nachas from him in the future.May they always see much nachas from him in the future.May they always see much nachas from him in the future.

dlegd cra dnily d`etx zekfl
i"p dxeac zinley oa ikcxn l`tx

 sebd z`etxe ytpd z`etx
l`xyi ileg x`y jeza

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk nply : Moshe addresses the Jewish Nation and elaborates

on all the good Hashem intends to give them when they

follow His ways. In the very next statement, he issues a

stern warning on the ills of haughtiness and jealousy. He

decries those who partake of the good he has received and 

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (39)

Learning Mishna (cont). Last week we mentioned the Gemara

(Kiddushin 30a) and Halacha (Y.D. 246:4) about how a Yid

should make sure that his regular learning includes Mikrah,

Mishna and Gemara. We focused on the first concept of
Mishna, which is learning the text of six sections of Mishnayos,
from Zeraim through Taharos. Tosfos in Kiddushin (tk v"s) (1)

writes that the reason why the Geonim put the Mishnayos of
Korbonos - "inuen uvzht" - into davening before P’sukei D’Zimra

is to ensure that everyone learns some Mishna daily.

Second Concept of Mishna. The following is based on the
Rambam (2), Shulchan Aruch Harav (3) and partially on Ohr
Yisroel (R’ Yisroel Salanter 18). It is clear from the above

sources and material quoted that the words "vban" and "trnd" do
not just refer to specific texts. Rather, they also refer to different
forms of Torah learning. “Mishna” refers to short facts, views
and halachos, without reasons or deep logic. However,
“Gemara” refers to the reasoning and deep comprehension of
the facts and halachos, in a way that one can compare topic to
topic, to yield new halachos, differentiate between topics, and
reveal new depths through asking and answering. This is why
Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakai is credited (4) with knowing
Gemara, before our text of Gemara was compiled, and simple

rather than thank Hashem, he takes the credit all for himself.

He believes that Hashem did not send him this bounty, but

that it was the strength of his hand - and thus, he is within his

rights to live as he pleases. To this, Moshe warns: “I bear

witness against you this day, that you will surely perish.”

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

facts from Rav and Shmuel are called "vban rcs" (5) even though
they were compiled after our text of Mishnayos was written. 
Further Defining Limud Mishna. The need for this “Mishna-
type” learning is two-fold. First, to be able to understand the logic
of Torah, one must be fluent with the many facts and halachos of
vp kgca vru,, to compare, differentiate, ask and answer.
Secondly, in order to know how to properly fulfill halachos, it
must be codified in a final text. As time went on and new
halachos, decrees and circumstances arose, even if they were the
results of deep discussion called “Gemara” their compilation in a
summarized short manner for all to know is called “Mishna.”
That is why the Sh. Aruch Harav mentioned above says that
learning Shulchan Aruch without its source material, logics and

reasons is called Mishna. Learning Kitzur Shulchan Aruch,
which includes halachos resulting from deep “Gemara-type”
discussions of Taz, Magen Avraham, etc., is also called
Mishna. Also, many facts from the Gemara which are simple
straight-forward halachos, are actually included in the broad
definition of learning Mishna. Actually, when one initially learns
a sugya (topic), just getting the basic facts straight is included in
the 1/3 of learning Mishna, and then, as he delves deeper in the
sugya, he enters the world of Gemara, and this is part of what
Chazal said to include Mishna and Gemara into one’s learning.

R’ Isaac Ausband zt”l (Rosh Yeshivah of Telshe) would say:

     “wvfxn kdg ofk o,hag ofhekt wvk o,tyj vbvu trtuw - While Moshe knew that Klal Yisroel had fatally sinned he

believed in their ability to repent nonetheless. Moshe expected that his appearance with the luchos would have

immediately brought Am Yisroel back to their senses. Just as a thief who is caught is inclined to run and hide out of

embarrassment, Moshe expected Klal Yisroel to do the same. Only when Moshe appeared and the celebration continued

on as before, did Moshe recognize the severity of this sin. Klal Yisroel needed a powerful response to awaken them and

Moshe in turn broke the luchos. Sin is often merely spontaneous and a person is caught off guard. Thus, the sin would not

necessarily reflect the real status of the individual. In the case of the Chet Haegel where even after Moshe’s appearance,

Klal Yisroel continued in their rebellion, Moshe understood that the nation had fallen and were unworthy of the luchos.” 

A Wise Man would say: 

   “It is better to do something great and fail than to attempt to do nothing and succeed.”                                                         



    R’ Shimshon Pincus zt”l describes our generation as a child who begs his parents for a new bike. His parents tell him
that one doesn’t just get a new bike. You have to learn well, behave well, and if you earn it, we will get you a new bike. The
child is quite dismayed but he realizes that this is non-negotiable. His parents are just not going to buy him a new bike. A
few days later this child is involved in a terrible car accident. He is lucky to be alive and after being rushed to the hospital
and a series of operations, he finally comes home. As he walks into his house, what is the first thing he sees as he opens the
door? A brand new bike! Even nicer than the one he wanted. He was so excited and his parents were overjoyed that they
could make him happy. What happened? Didn’t he have to earn his new bike? Why did he get it for nothing? Because he just
went through such a painful experience and his parents wanted to make him happy, to show him how much they loved him. 
     Our generation today, explains R’ Pincus, is similar to this. The Jewish people recently went through such a difficult and
painful time called the Holocaust. We suffered so terribly that now Hashem is showering us with so much bounty, so much
goodness and plenty in order to comfort us, and show us how much He loves us. There has never been a time of so much
materialism - so much food, so much clothing, so much leisure and comfort. Why is Hashem showering us with so much
comfort? Because He wants to show us how much He loves us. He wants us to know how much He cares about us. These
are the kisses and hugs from Hashem to help us get through this seemingly never-ending golus.

/// ouhv lumn hfbt rat uh,eju uhypanu uh,umn rna h,kck lhekt wv ,t jfa, ip lk rnav(th-j) 
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    The Torah in Parshas Eikev enumerates the many virtues of Eretz Yisroel - although the greatest attribute of all is that
this holy land is the primary focus of the Ribono Shel Olam from the beginning of the year until the end of year. The
obvious question is asked here: Why, when referring to the beginning of the year, is it written "v"vba  with a vghshv wv,
whereas, the end of year is just referred to as  ,hrjt"a "vb  without the special letter “heh”?  
     My machshava here is based on a famous vort of the Satmar Rebbe zt”l. Since Parshas Eikev is always lained
immediately before Chodesh Elul, it helps to serve as a wake-up call to all Jews, that the time for improving our ways is
just around the corner! Every year, before Rosh Hashana, we get excited about the opportunity given to us to work on and
correct any spiritual flaws or wrongdoings, convincing ourselves that this will be THE year - "vbav" - that we will attain
perfection and purity. We become filled with enthusiasm, positive that we will soon be better people in the coming year!
However, as the year draws to a close, we usually feel disappointed as we realize that once again, we didn’t accomplish
what we set out to do this year. The year that we anticipated would be full of self-improvement turned into just another
ordinary year...from  ,hatr"v"vba  it became "vba ,hrjt" - the end of another typical year.  
     After Tisha B’av and Shabbos Nachamu we can homiletically translate the following words from the Kedusha of
Mussaf: ",hatrf ,hrjt of,t h,ktd iv". Hashem is hinting to us that the Geulah can only come when ",hatrf ,hrjt" - when
the end of our year will be like the beginning, replete with the fulfilled goals that we intended to accomplish.
     May the coming year of j"ga, be “HASHANAH”, a year of gezunt, parnassa, nachas, menuchas hanefesh and
menuchas haguf as we greet Moshiach Tzidkeinu, int ubnhc vrvnc!                                                                                                                             
   

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 /// lrvmhu larh,u lbds l,nst hrpu lbyc hrp lrcu lcrvu lfrcu lcvtu(dh-z)

 wudu lk i,b rat vcyv .rtv kg lhekt wv ,t ,frcu ,gcau ,kftu(h-j)
    To the untrained eye, Birchas Hamazon can certainly fall under the category of a habitual mitzvah, one whose
significance can easily be missed. Birchas Hamazon, in some cases recited up to three times daily, serves as a constant
reminder to Jews the world over that our hearts and minds should always be directed to the Land of Israel. As R’ Yaakov
Emden zt”l writes in the introduction to his siddur, “Do not intend to settle down outside of the Land of Israel, G-d forbid.
That was our ancestor’s sin, despising the desirable land, which caused us eternal weeping. And this sin has stood against
us throughout our bitter exile. Not just one enemy has risen up against us, but peace and tranquility have eluded us in
every generation. We have been persecuted; we have toiled but found no rest; we have been forgotten like the dead, all
because we have completely forgotten about living in the Land of Israel.” With this small but constant reminder, and
through the return of the Jewish nation to the Land of Israel, surely a great redemption will come to our people.  
     A prominent Yid relates an amazing story in the name of a principal of a renowned cheder in Jerusalem, in whose
neighborhood lived an elderly Jew. What was very extraordinary about this Jew was the way he would recite Birchas
Hamazon; he would do so with unbelievable kavanah (concentration) and hislahavus (enthusiasm) word by word.
     The principal asked this elderly Jew to please tell him what was the background behind the manner in which he
bentched and why he did it in the inspiring way that he did. The elderly Jew quickly responded, “I will tell you. You see, I
was 12 years old in a cheder in Poland, when the renowned Gaon, R’ Meir Shapiro of Lublin zt”l, came to speak to us
children about the importance of Bentching - Birchas Hamazon. I will never forget how he quoted the words of the Be’er
Heitev (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim, 185:1) who writes that the letter (in the Hebrew Alef Beis) known as the Peh Sofis
(;) is the only one not found in the entire Birchas Hamazon because whoever will recite this special prayer with true and
intense concentration will be spared from ";t" and ";me" - Hashem’s anger (both words end with a peh sofis), and he will be
blessed with bountiful parnassah his whole life. R’Meir Shapiro spoke gently and kindly and urged all of us children to
undertake to always say Birchas Hamazon with kavana, and blessed us that we will be spared from tzaros our whole lives
and that we will have Parnassa B’revach (bountiful sustenance).”
     The elderly man was silent for a few moments, deep in thought before he once again continued to speak. “Many years
passed and one day I found himself at the gates of Auschwitz, behind a long line of people who were being directed by the
Nazis, yemach shemam, to the right or to the left. I was sure that my time on this world had expired and I would be
sentenced to death immediately. Suddenly, I remembered the lesson I had learned from R’ Meir Shapiro as a young child.
I remembered what he had said about being saved and right then and there, in those frightening moments, I prayed from the
bottom of my heart: ‘Ribono Shel Olam! I have a promise from the Be’er Heitev that whoever will bentch Birchas Hamazon
with kavanah will not have any troubles. Here in Auschwitz I beg you Hashem - spare me from pain and suffering!’”
     There was silence again. “While I was davening I was sent to the right. My life was spared at that moment. We were
told that we would have to tell the Nazis what type of skill we had so that we could be given appropriate work. Being a
Yeshiva Bochur I did not know what to say and I again davened to Hashem: ‘Ribono Shel Olam! I have a promise for
parnassa; I must have what to eat in Auschwitz! I don’t have a profession to tell the Nazis, please help me!’
     “Suddenly I once again saw the open hand of Hashem in the misery of Auschwitz. The Jew behind me whispered in my
ear: ‘Tell him that you are a cook and that I am your assistant.’ I did as he said and found myself placed in the kitchen - as
a cook, no less, in Auschwitz. While so many others were dying of hunger, I was in the kitchen with loads of food!”
     With that, the elderly Jew finished his story. He saw how the promise of the Be’er Heiteiv was fulfilled during the
horrendous years of WWII; should he not bentch Birchas Hamazon with all his strength and kavanah?                                 

  wv hbhg shn, v,t ars lhekt wv rat .rt
 vba ,hrjt sgu vbav ,harn vc lhekt (ch-th)

 /// uh,umn rna,v lcckc rat ,t ,gsk l,xbk l,bg ignk(c-z)
    In 2014 three Jewish families in Israel were subjected to
one of the most unimaginable torments known to man – the
loss of their sons, who were found brutally murdered after
days of anguished searching. The reactions of those bereaved
parents to their ordeal was perhaps the quintessential kiddush
Hashem, an idea perhaps best encapsulated by Prime
Minister Netanyahu’s words in his eulogy for the boys: “The
nation understood immediately the depth of the roots and
your strength of spirit. You taught us all a full lesson that
we will not forget. A lesson in faith and determination; in
unity and sensitivity; in Judaism and humanity.”
    In general, the essence of a Jewish person is largely
concealed from the rest of the world. The Jewish heart
harbors powerful forces: incredible depths of love and fear of
Hashem, rock-solid faith and burning devotion. Often, a
person’s actions do not fully reveal what is in his heart, and
so the kiddush Hashem that results from his actions are often
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limited. It is difficult to tell if his deeds stem from a genuine
drive to do what is right, or if he is simply putting on a show.
     The Kli Yakar provides us with an incredible insight: One
of the reasons that Hashem afflicts us with painful tribulations
is to bring to light the true greatness that lies within us, to
show the world the levels of greatness that Klal Yisroel is
capable of attaining. Thus, the Torah states that Hashem led
us into the desert and brought tribulations upon us “in order
to afflict you and to test you, to know what is in your heart,
whether you will observe His mitzvos or not.” This posuk
tells us that the purpose of those trials was "l,xbk" - “to test
you,” a term that is derived from the word "xb" - “banner,”
which would cause the entire world “to know” what lies
within a Jewish heart. (When the Torah says that the purpose
of the trials was “to know what is in your heart,” it does not
mean that the intent was for Hashem to know, but rather for
the world to know.) Thus, Hashem’s goal with the affliction
was to demonstrate Klal Yisroel’s true essence to the entire
world, like a banner that is raised for everyone to see.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: A young couple from chutz l’aretz (outside of Israel)
lived a simple life. Their apartment was not elaborate and
their car was not flashy. They could not afford more. 
     But then the day came and the young man finally came

into a nice bundle of money. He was thrilled and decided
that it was time to treat himself to a nice luxury car.
However, his wife disagreed and felt that it would make the

neighbors jealous and they didn’t need to incur the enmity
of their friends. It became a touchy subject and the young
man decided to ask a shaila. 

     On a trip to Eretz Yisroel, he traveled to Bnei Brak and
came to the home of R’ Aharon Leib Steinman shlit’a. He
waited patiently as the gabbai explained to the Rav that this
man was here at the insistence of his wife who was worried

that if they bought a new luxury car, he would be the envy
of his neighbors. R’ Aharon Leib looked at the young man
for a long minute and finally asked him, “Tell me, have you

mastered all of Shas yet?” 
     “No,” the man said, as he laughed uneasily. “If so,” said
R’ Aharon Leib, “what is there to be jealous of?”



COMPLETE CONSISTENCY
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

Refael* was in his dormitory at Hebrew University 
when he heard three Arab students yelling at a group 
of Israelis over the true ownership of Israel. The fight 
was bordering on violent when suddenly, they turned 
to him. “You answer us, Refael!” one of the Arab 
students said. “Tell us who has the right to this land!”
Refael was a unique figure on campus: as the only 
frum student that year, he knew his peers were 
watching. He had earned their respect. Now, his 
standing had landed him an unenviable task.
Nervously, he opened a Chumash Bereishis to the 
first pasuk and read Rashi: “If the nations of the 
world tell bnei Yisrael, ‘You are robbers; you have 
stolen the land of the seven nations,’ they can say, 
‘The world belongs to G-d; He gives it to whoever He 
sees fit. He chose to take from them and give to us.’”
The Arab stared at Refael. “Is this a holy book?”
“Yes.”
“Is it true? Is everything in it true, beginning to end?”
“Yes,” Refael said again.
“It says to wear tefillin—do you wear tefillin? What 
about tzitzit? Kosher? Shabbos?” Refael nodded: yes, 
he did his best to observe it all.
“Then I accept this answer from you,” the Arab 
student declared. “Since you obey this book, you can 
also rely on its promises to you. You are consistent.”
As observant Jews, we focus on representing Torah 
to the rest of the world. If we seek to influence others 
—as parents, educators, or simply as Jews—we would 
do well to remember these words: “What you do 
speaks so loudly that I cannot hear what you say.”  

PARNASSAH PERSPECTIVES
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Bread is the food man extracts from nature, the joint product of the natural 
world and man’s mastery of it. Thus, it represents the intelligence through 
which we produce the means of our existence.

But it would be mistaken to believe that this intelligence is all man needs 
to exist. The real factor in man’s sustenance is hashgachah. Forgetting that 
is a dangerous delusion. If we persuade ourselves that only we can provide 
our livelihood, concern for our families’ survival is such a legitimate motive 
that we could easily lose sight of all other considerations. We could convince 
ourselves that anything we get out of nature and each other assures our 
livelihood, regardless of the means we use to get it. With this attitude, we 
will not care whether we earn it using methods approved by Hashem or not.

Even if this idea—that we can rely on human power alone for parnassah—
does not cause us to stray, it may lead us to believe that we have not 
succeeded unless we provide for not only our own future but also for 
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When we say the word echad in Shema, we should think to 
ourselves that Hashem is One (alef); existing on earth and all 
seven levels of Heaven (ches); and found in all four directions: 
East, West, North, and South (daled).

In Shema, the ayin of “shema” and the daled of “echad” are 
written extra-large. These two letters spell eid, witness. Klal 
Yisrael bears witness to the oneness of Hashem, and we testify to 
it twice a day. Throughout history, it has been the Jewish people 
who declared to the world that Hashem is One.  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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our children and grandchildren. Concern 
for parnassah can become an endless race, 
leaving us neither time nor energy for spiritual 
concerns.

This is why Hashem led us through the midbar 
for forty years. There, without all the tools that 
normally enable us to earn a livelihood, He 
made clear what is too easily ignored. Instead 
of feeding us with bread stamped with human 
achievement, He fed us the mann given by G-d 
alone. He had it fall day after day, to every soul 
in our families, demonstrating His personal 
care for every person great and small. Thus, we 
learned that human existence does not depend 
on bread, or nature, alone. We can live by 
anything Hashem decides. If, because of loyalty 
to Him, we must forgo a tool of parnassah, we 
are not lost. Even in the midst of plenty, we owe 
our livelihood only to Hashem.

This is the source for the mitzvah of Birkas 
Hamazon, which applies after eating bread. 
The purpose of the mitzvah is to remind us 
of Hashem’s personal care, which we became 
aware of through the miracle of the mann. 
Bentching is meant to cultivate this awareness 
even under ordinary conditions. Every piece 
of bread should be seen as a gift from Hashem, 
like the mann dropped from heaven to the dor 
midbar.

The first brachah of Birkas Hamazon, Hazan, 
was instituted by Moshe Rabbeinu in gratitude 
for the mann, yet does not mention the mann at 
all. The message: there is no difference whether 
we are supported by mann falling from the sky 
or by the apparent fruits of our own labor. In 
either case, Hashem alone is the source of our 
sustenance. 

EVERYDAY MIRACLES
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Last week, we discussed two very different levels of yiras Hashem, focusing 

mostly on reward and punishment. This week, we will elaborate on yiras 

haromemus, which refers to a sense of awe over Hashem's infinite greatness. 

The Rambam writes, "What is the way to come to love and awe of Hashem? 

When a person contemplates His great deeds and creations, and sees from them 

His wisdom that cannot be measured and has no end, he will immediately praise 

and glorify Him, and have a great desire to intimately know this great G-d."

What is it that keeps people from "contemplating His great deeds and 

creations"? The Chovos Halevavos offers a reason that people do not appreciate 

the myriad favors that Hashem bestows upon them: when they were infants, 

they did not have the seichel to appreciate the miraculous physical benefits they 

enjoyed. As their intellects develop, they are already so accustomed to them that 

they take everything for granted, and as we grow older we assume it all has to be 

this way. There have to be five senses. There have to be respiratory and digestive 

systems, muscles and bones. How could it be otherwise?

We don't give these functions a second thought, unless they are not working 

correctly. Only then do we suddenly realize what miracles we have, and how 

little we have appreciate them. Behind the pharmacy counter, every one of the 

hundreds of medicines on the shelf is designed to simulate something that a 

healthy human body does on its own.

In the birchos hashachar, we recite numerous brachos to thank Hashem for the 

benefits of everyday life: thank You for eyesight, for clothing, for the ability to 

stretch, to stand up straight and walk. Before we begin to daven Shemone Esrei, 

we stop and consider the romemus Hashem, and by comparison, the smallness of 

the humble creature that is the human being.

The navi Yeshayahu says, "Lift your eyes on high and see Who created all these!" 

This is the awareness we should have at every second of our lives—that the 

Ribbono shel Olam's intelligence is infinite, beyond our grasp.  

THE DANGERS OF EATING

Why don't we choke every time we eat?
When a piece of apple moves from your mouth to your esophagus, it must pass directly over 
your windpipe. So that no food falls into your lungs, a flap called the epiglottis automatically 
covers the entrance as you swallow. Even if you flip over, the food will make its way down, 
because rhythmic muscle movements called peristalsis force food down the esophagus to the 
stomach. At the bottom is a one-way valve that allows food to enter while preventing stomach 
acid from backing up. People in whom this valve malfunctions have a painful condition: acid 
reflux. People in whom this valve does function don’t even notice it working.   

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

In the previous 
issue you 
discussed the 
obligation to 
take steps to 

prevent a friend from suffering a financial 
loss. The other day I was about to enter 
the bank when I saw a policeman making 
his way down the street writing tickets for 
people who did not feed the meter.
Q: Am I obligated to warn people in the 
bank that a policeman is writing tickets so 
that they do not get ticketed?
A: Two different situations must be 
addressed.
One situation involves a person who parked 
in front of a meter and did not pay, hoping 
that he would run in and out of the bank 
quickly and would not get ticketed. One is 
not obligated to warn such a person that a 
policeman is writing tickets. This situation 
is akin to someone who loses an object due 
to his negligence — aveidah midaas. 
For example, if someone hides an object in 
a garbage dump that is cleared regularly, 
there is no obligation to alert him that the 
garbage is about to be hauled away since 
he knew the risk he was taking by hiding 
something there. Similarly, someone 
who knowingly left his wallet in a public 
place, or his cow in a barn without a door, 
intentionally exposed himself to loss and 
there is no obligation to prevent his loss. 
The obligation to return his lost object 
does not include situations where he was 
intentionally negligent (B.M. 25b; C.M. 
261:4).
A person who knows that policemen issue 
tickets to people who do not pay the meter 
and knowingly takes that risk falls into the 
category of aveidah midaas and one is not 
obligated to alert him that he is about to 
be ticketed. It would be an act of chessed 
to alert him but not obligatory as hashavas 

Mr. Cohen was a widower in his 70s. He met a widow of 
similar age, Mrs. Alter, and the two decided to get married.
Before the wedding, Mr. Cohen and Mrs. Alter discussed 
the monetary arrangements between them. Mrs. Alter 

owned a house and had other significant assets. 
“After my demise, I would like my children to receive my property,” Mrs. Alter said. “I request 
that we waive our rights to inherit each other.”
“That is acceptable to me,” said Mr. Cohen. “It is reasonably common in second marriages, 
especially at our age, but it should be legally and halachically grounded.”
“My lawyer said that we can sign a prenuptial monetary contract,” said Mrs. Alter, “waiving 
our rights to inherit each other.”
“Such a document is legally binding,” said Mr. Cohen, “but I’m not sure that it’s halachically 
binding.”
“Why not?” asked Mrs. Alter.
“Unlike other monetary areas, which are contractual and people can usually stipulate what 
they want, inheritance is automatic,” said Mr. Cohen. “The agreement of an inheritor to 
waive his rights is not halachically binding.”
“If so, other than a will,” asked Mrs. Alter, “how can I ensure that my children will inherit my 
property directly?”
“I don’t know,” replied Mr. Cohen. “I suggest that we make an appointment with Rabbi 
Dayan and discuss the issue with him.”
“That’s a good idea,” said Mrs. Alter. “I’m happy to do that.”
Mr. Cohen and Mrs. Alter met with Rabbi Dayan. “We signed a monetary agreement waiving 
our rights to inherit each other,” said 
Mrs. Alter. “Is such an agreement 
halachically binding?”
“Although a person cannot waive his 
right to other inheritances,” replied 
Rabbi Dayan, “the Gemara (Kesubos 83a; 
B.B. 49a-b) teaches that a husband can 
waive his right to inherit his wife. This 
is because the husband is not a blood 
relative but inherits through the act of 
marriage, or because a husband’s right 
to inherit may be Rabbinic and he can 
decline the enactment made for his 
benefit” (E.H. and Beis Shmuel 90:1).
“However, the Shulchan Aruch and 
Rema (E.H. 69:7; 92:1, 7) rule the 
husband can do so only before 
completing the marriage (chuppah 
— nissuin),” added Rabbi Dayan. 
“Conversely, it must be done after 
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aveidah (see Mishpetei HaTorah, B.M. 22). 
(Some contend that the above application 
is limited to situations where it is common 
for people to be ticketed; if it is uncommon 
for people to be ticketed there, the 
obligation of hashavas aveidah would be in 
force — see B.M. 31a).
The second situation involves a person who 
paid but his time on the meter expired. 
A person who does not realize that the 
meter expired is comparable to someone 
who loses an object because he was not 
sufficiently careful. Every time a person 
loses something there is an element of 
negligence in his behavior. However, to 
be categorized aveidah midaas the person 
must demonstrate behavior that clearly 
indicates that he does not care about the 
loss. Leaving something unattended in 
public or hiding it in a dump that is regularly 
cleared demonstrates a disregard for 
one’s object, and thus one is not obligated 
to assist him. But when the object is lost 
or will become lost due to an error or 
forgetfulness, even though he has behaved 
somewhat negligently, he has not shown 
disregard for his item and the mitzvah of 
hashavas aveidah remains in force. (Others 
contend that the car owner should have 
taken steps to keep track of the time and 
not doing so demonstrates disregard and 
is categorized as aveidah midaas.) 
Perhaps one could assert that hashavas 
aveidah does not apply since the owner 
will be fined but the car is not about to 
become lost. However, Poskim state clearly 
that the mitzvah applies even when one 
sees a friend’s animal walking in someone 
else’s field in a place where one is fined for 
allowing his animal to wander, and thus 
one must remove the animal to prevent 
the owner from suffering a loss (C.M. 261:2; 
Cf. Tur, C.M. 154:12 and Pischei Teshuvah, 
C.M. 19:1).

money matters

kiddushin (giving the ring), since beforehand the right to inherit is non-existent (davar 
shelo ba la’olam). Thus, some write that this option is no longer relevant nowadays when 
we do kiddushin simultaneously with nissuin under the chuppah, unlike long ago when the 
two stages were separate” (Shach, C.M. 66:134).
“It seems there’s a problem, then,” noted Mrs. Alter.
“Yes, but despite this, there is a long-standing practice to sign monetary agreements 
before marriage,” continued Rabbi Dayan. “Such a document appears in Nachalas Shivah 
(#21), printed 350 years ago! Many Acharonim struggled with this practice and sought 
reasons to justify it.”
“How did they justify it?” asked Mr. Cohen.
“Some base the practice on the opinion that one can waive future rights to something 
shelo ba la’olam, at least with a kinyan,” explained Rabbi Dayan. “Others suggest that 
after engagement (shidduchin) or just before kiddushin the right is already considered 
ba la’olam.” (See Rema, C.M. 209:8; Chavos Yair #47, 50-52; Chasam Sofer, E.H. 2:166; Avnei 
Miluim 92:5.)
“A number of Acharonim recommend that the monetary agreement be signed or 
confirmed with a kinyan under the chuppah, along with reading the kesubah,” added Rabbi 
Dayan. “They maintain that the nissuin is not complete until after sheva brachos under the 
chuppah or after the cheder yichud, especially a second marriage. Thus, this point in time 
is considered as between the kiddushin and nissuin and the husband can waive his rights 
then” (E.H. 64:5; Pischei Choshen, Ishus 10:34-35; Encyclopedia Talmudis, vol. 25, p. 523).
“In any case,” concluded Rabbi Dayan, “you can solve the issue by drafting a halachic will.”

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com
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Waiver of Inheritance
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita

Q: Is a waiver of inheritance halachically valid?
A: Since inheritance is automatic upon death, an inheritor cannot waive his share, even 
with a kinyan, whether during the decedent’s lifetime or after his death (Chiddushei 
Rav Akiva Eiger, C.M. 281:1; Tur 278:15; Sma 278:27).
However, after the decedent’s death, the inheritor can grant his share in the inheritance 
to another with a kinyan or declare it hefker (disowned). Most authorities maintain that 
an inheritor cannot disown his share before the decedent’s death, since it is not yet in 
his possession (see Ketzos 211:4; Machaneh Ephraim, Zechiyah Mehefker #7).
Similarly, a husband’s waiver after marriage of his wife’s inheritance is not binding 
(see “Storyline”; E.H. 92:7-8).
However, the additional share of the bechor is considered a ‘gift,’ so that he does not 
acquire it until he takes possession. Thus, the bechor can waive his right to this share. 
There is a dispute whether he can waive this right during the father’s lifetime (C.M. 
278:10; Ketzos 278:13; Nesivos 278:9).
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on the Parsha

In this posuk, Moshe Rabbeinu set be-
fore the Jewish people the categories of 
human growth and accomplishments.

1. To fear HASHEM
2. To go in all of His ways.
3. To love HASHEM.
4.  To serve Him with all of you heart and 

your soul. 

Each category is a world in and of itself and 
would take man a lifetime to accomplish. 
Together these four groupings comprise all 
of service to HASHEM and are the mea-
sure of the perfection of the human. 

Yet amazingly, when Moshe introduces 
these concepts to the Jewish nation, he 
begins with an expression of, “What does 
HASHEM ask from you but this?” It’s as if 
to imply that it is but a small request.

The Gemara in Brachos is troubled by this 
and asks, “Is fear of HASHEM a small 
thing?” The Gemara answers, “Yes, to 
Moshe it was a small thing. To a poor man, 
even small items seem valuable. However, 
to a wealthy man even vast sums seem 
small.” Since Moshe had attained such 
spiritual perfection, these things seemed 
simple to him; hence, he used the expres-
sion, “What does HASHEM want from 
you but this?” 

Why would Moshe Rabbeinu compare 
himself to the average person?

The difficulty with this Gemara is that it 
implies that Moshe was using himself as 
the standard of measurement for the av-
erage person. It’s as if he were implying, 
“If I can reach this, then so can you.” Yet 
we know that Moshe towered over every 
other human ever created. He reached diz-
zying heights of perfection that no other 
human before or after will attain. After 
80 years of unparalleled growth, he spent 
40 days without food, drink, or sleep, and 
was taught the entire Torah by HASHEM. 
For the next forty years, he was engaged 
in teaching that Torah to the Jewish peo-
ple. At this point in his life, he is a giant 
of a man, and in no way can he be com-
pared to the typical person. So while these 
things may not have seemed lofty to him, 
to his audience they were gargantuan! Why 

would Moshe use his own experiences as 
the measuring rod against which the aver-
age person should compare himself?

The answer to this question is based on a 
different perspective on human capacity. 
To gain that viewpoint, let us take a look at 
an interesting phenomenon.

³ BEING TIED TO A PEG 
IN THE GROUND

In parts of Asia, the elephant remains the 
beast of choice for lugging heavy loads. As 
part of its work day, an adult elephant will 
pull logs weighing thousands of pounds 
through long stretches of forest under-
growth. Yet at night, that same elephant 
will be controlled by being tied to a small 
peg in the ground. 

While it would be clear to you and me that 
a 14,000 pound creature can easily break 
away from the light ropes holding it, the 
reality is that it cannot. It cannot escape 
— not because it isn’t motivated, and not 
because it doesn’t want to, but because in 
the elephant’s understanding, it just can’t 
be done. 

In this part of the world, shortly after 
birth, the baby elephant is tied to a peg in 
the ground. At that stage in its develop-
ment, it might weigh 250 pounds and isn’t 
strong enough to break the rope that holds 
it. From that point forward, every day of 
its life, the elephant will be tied to that peg 
in the ground. Even when the animal has 
reached maturity and will be called upon 

to lug felled trees weighing over 4,000 
pounds, it will remain tied to a small peg. 
The understanding is firmly fixed in its 
mind: it can’t escape.   

³ LIMITING BELIEFS

Many times we are tied to pegs in the 
ground. There are many situations where 
we don’t reach up for greatness because we 
are contained — not by ropes, but by lim-
iting beliefs that prevent us from breaking 
away from the habits and lifestyle choices 
that stunt our growth.

Moshe Rabbeinu was providing an invalu-
able lesson to us. He was demonstrating 
the capacity of the human. He was showing 
us how great a person can be. At the end 
of the day, Moshe was made of the same 
substance as you and I. He was a person 
with drives, desires, and inclinations. He 
overcame them. He made himself great. 
He took the natural strengths and weak-
nesses that he was given, and by constantly 
making the right choices, he changed his 
inner nature. Finally, he reached the point 
that he could look at the absolute heights 
of perfection and say, “So what? This isn’t a 
big deal. It can easily be done.”

The lesson to us is that we too have that 
capacity. All of life is but an opportunity 
to make choices. If from this moment for-
ward, every decision that I made were the 
proper one, if I were to put away all of my 
self-interests and ask myself, “What do I 
think is the right way to act? What do I 
think HASHEM wants me to do in this 
situation? Not what do I want, not what 
do I desire, but what is the proper way?,” 
I have the intuitive sense to be able to an-
swer correctly and the ability to find the 
right path. 

By attuning myself to that part, and by 
using role models who reached such pla-
teaus, I too can reach the dizzying heights 
of greatness for which I was created. 

—
For more on this topic please 

listen to Shmuz #73 –  
Self Respect- The Basis for it All

Limiting 
Beliefs 
g

“And now Yisroel, what is HASHEM, your 
G-d asking of you? Merely to fear HASHEM, 

to go in all of His ways, to love Him, and 
serve Him with all of your heart and soul.” 

— Devarim 10:12 — 
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Now You Know 
As part of the preparation for entry to 
the Land of Israel, Moshe warned 
them, “You will not be able to drive 
out the inhabitants quickly, lest the 

animals of the field overrun you.” 

The question is: HaShem can do 
anything! Why couldn’t He just make 

the animals go away? 

The Torah alludes to an answer when 
it says that it’s not because of our 
righteousness that HaShem gave us 

Eretz Yisrael but due to a combination 
of the fact that the gentiles there 
were wicked and the promise HaShem 
made to our forefathers. 

Since the animals were not “wicked” 
and had no reason to be kicked off 
the land, they would possibly overtake 

the land and pose a threat to the 
incoming Jews since G-d chooses to 
operate through nature. 

However, there is another point to 

make. When men are as they should 
be, showing their divine nature, 
animals are afraid of them. 

Were the Jews to quickly conquer the 
inhabitants of Canaan, they might fall 
prey to the notion that either they 
were very strong or very holy. 

If that happened, they would become 
haughty and unworthy and then the 
animals would indeed overrun them. 

Humility is an important key to 
success. 

Thought of the week: 

Why settle for mediocrity 
when you were born to be 
great? 

(B:X) „VTSNL VTNE IEML RBDMB HNw OYEBRA HZ VYQLA ÂH VKYLWH RwA VRDH LK TA TRKZW‰  
“You are to recall the entire way on which HaShem, your G-d, led you these 
forty years in the wilderness; in order to oppress you, to test you...”(Devarim 8:2) 

The Torah says this is a test to identify what was in our hearts whether we would follow 
HaShem or not. Why would HaShem seek to oppress us and what kind of test is it? 
HaShem knows what is in our hearts and what we would do. Who is the test for? 

Rashi says that this is a command that we not test HaShem or question His reasons. 
We are supposed to accept that HaShem has a perspective that we don’t and remind 
ourselves that all He does is good. When questioning is off the table, we learn to trust. 

The Ramban takes that concept further by commenting that each day the Manna fell 
from Heaven and then would melt or spoil. Day after day, the Jews who traveled in the 
desert had no choice but to accept that HaShem was in charge. That experience was a 
test and a testament to the fact that they could remain faithful to HaShem’s 
commandments. 

The Midrash tells us that Torah could only be given to those who “ate the mon” 
(Manna). Since those who ate the mon came to an appreciation that G-d’s knowledge 
and wisdom is beyond human comprehension, only they were fitting to accept Torah as 
a Divine source and not merely the intellect of another human being. Being able to fit 
into that structure is essential for being able to keep and live by the Torah. 

Another aspect to the “test” was to see if, when faced with challenges, we would resent 
the fact that HaShem sent them to us and wonder why He did. If we do, then the result 
of the test was that we weren’t on as high a level as we thought, and it lets us know 
that we have room to grow. Thus, we may actually have deserved the punishment or 
needed the challenge. 

On the other hand, if, when challenges arose, we were able to be calm and trust that 
HaShem would not give us things we couldn’t handle, that would be a proof that we are 
on the right path and that we are stronger than we might otherwise have realized. 

The bottom line from all of these explanations is that the things that happen in our lives 
are not chaotic but rather planned to help us grow and learn about ourselves. Either 
they make us examine our actions and see what we need to correct, or they remind us 
of the greatness we contain inside and the lofty heights to which we can strive. 

The test back then, like the daily tests we experience now, was not for G-d, but for us.  

R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld z”l had a dream one night.  He dreamed that if he bought a 
specific lottery number, it would win.  When he awoke, he thought about buying the 
ticket.   

“I have one lira to spend,” he thought.  “I can either use it to buy food for today, or I can 
buy the lottery ticket. HaShem gives me my parnasa every day.  I must only use the 
money for today, and tomorrow He will provide again.” 

Of course, the number he dreamed of won.  Someone asked him if he felt bad about 
not buying the ticket.  “Of course not,” he replied. “I did what the Torah tells me I was 
supposed to do with my money.  I am happy I did the right thing and have no regrets.” 
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Mazel Tov! to  

Ari And Aliza Spilman  
on the Pidyon HaBen of  

Yisroel Eitan YYYY‰N‰N‰N‰N. 

May you have much Yiddishe 
Nachas from him.  

Mazel Tov also to Moishe and Leah 
Spilman of Monsey and Dr. Leiby and 

Aviva Weiss of Toronto!   

There’s a million 

reasons but one will do. 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 
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Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America 

 לרפו״ש ר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה, ור׳ אלטר חיים בן יהודית, ור׳ ברוך מרדכי בן טעסיל, ור׳ אברהם בן רחל, ור׳ מתתיהו חיים בן עטיל  
 ולרפו״ש לאה בת שרה ריבא, ורחל בת חיה ביילא בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 

Yahrtzeits of our 
 ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְשָרֵאל

 כ״ג מנחם אב
5649 - 5745 
1889 - 1985 

ִקי זַַצ״ל סְׂ ָרֵאל ַקנִיֶבְׂ  ,the Steipler Gaon ,ר׳ יֲַעקֹב יִשְׂ
was born to ר׳ ַחיִים פרץ (a local ׁשֹוֵחט) and 
ָרָכה  in Tashon, Ukraine. Shortly after his ,בְׂ
father’s פטירה (at age 11) he went to learn 
under ‘Der Alter’ at Novardok. At the age of 

19, the Alter sent ָרֵאל  to Rogachov to head a ר׳ יֲַעקֹב יִשְׂ
 there. After a stint in the Russian army, he was יְִׁׂשיָבה
appointed רֹאׁש יְִׁׂשיָבה of Novardok in Bialystock. In 1925, 
he published בּונָה  sought the Steipler ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש The .ַׁשַעֵרי תְׂ
as a husband for his sister יָם  .who he married in 1926 ,ִמרְׂ
In 1934, ָרֵאל  and moved to ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש joined the ר׳ יֲַעקֹב יִשְׂ
נֵי בְַׂרק ִהַלת יֲַעקֹב where he authored the ,בְׂ ַכת ֶפֶרץ ,קְׂ  and ִברְׂ

קּות His .ַחיֵי עֹוָלם לּות בְׂתֹוָרה and ִצדְׂ  were legendary and ַגדְׂ
his advice was sought after worldwide. 

  

 

 

 

Understanding Davening 
 לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל  

…ְלָדִוד ה׳ אֹוִרי ְוִיְשִעי    

 A psalm of David,  

ִהִלים כ״ז) … is my light and my salvation ה׳   (תְׂ

It is a widely accepted ִמנְָׂהג to recite this ֶפֶרק in ִהִלים  from תְׂ
ִמינִי ֲעֶצֶרת until רֹאׁש חֹוֶדׁש ֶאלּול  is based on the ִמנְָׂהג This .ׁשְׂ
ָרׁש ה׳  — ה׳ אֹוִרי :which explains ִמדְׂ  is my light, refers to  רֹאׁש

ִעי ,ַהָׁשנָה נֵנִי  ,יֹום ִכפּור and my salvation, refers to — וְׂיִׁשְׂ פְׂ יִצְׂ

ֻסכֹה  The .ֻסכֹות He will hide in me in His shelter, refers to — בְׂ
implication is that on ה׳ ,רֹאׁש ַהָׁשנָה helps us see the light 
and gives us the opportunity to do ׁשּוָבה  ה׳ ,יֹום ִכפּור On .תְׂ
provides us salvation by forgiving our sins. When the  יֹום

 ה׳ ;arrives, we have been forgiven for our sins ֻסכֹות of טֹוב
shelters us from our enemies and other dangers, just as ה׳ 

sheltered our forefathers when they were in the ָבר  ִמדְׂ
— Wilderness.   

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Adapted from: Peninin on the Torah 
(with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 

ֶתם ֱאֹלִקים ֲאֵחִרים   ֶתם ַוֲעַבדְׂ ַסרְׂ ֶכם וְׂ ַבבְׂ ֶתה לְׂ רּו ָלֶכם ֶפן יִפְׂ …ִהָשמְׂ  

 But take heed to yourselves that your heart does not open itself to enticement and you turn aside and you 

will serve other gods. (ָבִרים יא:טז  (דְׂ

ֶתם comments on the word ַרִׁש״י  ַסרְׂ  the ,תֹוָרה and you will turn astray, that once a person “turns away” from ,וְׂ

natural sequence of events is followed by “you will serve other gods.” This is a bit difficult to understand. We know 

that the יֵֶצר ָהַרע works in a specific manner. First, the יֵֶצר ָהַרע lures a person to turn away slightly by performing a 

small and insignificant ֲעֵבָרה. This goes on for awhile until the יֵֶצר ָהַרע becomes more comfortable. The יֵֶצר ָהַרע then 

adds more pressure to do bigger ֲעֵברֹות until the יֵֶצר ָהַרע ultimately brings the person to serve ֲעבֹוָדה זָָרה. Why, then, is 

the sin of leaving the path of תֹוָרה any different?  

 R' Elchonon Wasserman זַַצ״ל cites his ֶרִבי, the ָחֵפץ ַחיִים, who explains this with the following analogy. 

Imagine a long-time war between two people/nations. After years of back and forth, one of the two parties finally 

emerges victorious. Can the victor guarantee an everlasting win over his long-time enemy? What can the winner do 

to assure himself a complete victory? It is conceivable that after a short time the defeated one will triumph in a 

subsequent war. 

  The only time that a conquest is guaranteed to last is if the winner relieves his captive of his weapons and 

is vigilant that the enemy always remains weaponless. As long as the losing party is unarmed, he will never have the 

courage to even want to fight back again. 

 Likewise, in the battle against the יֵֶצר ָהַרע, even if the יֵֶצר ָהַרע has succeeded in enticing a person to sin, the 

ׁשּוָבה s “success” may be short-lived. After all, the sinner may get a new spark of’יֵֶצר ָהַרע  יֵֶצר ָהַרע and deny the תְׂ

further success. The יֵֶצר ָהַרע knows that the sparks of ׁשּוָבה  .תֹוָרה are ignited when a person learns תְׂ

 The ָחֵפץ ַחיִים explains ַרִׁש״י as follows: the יֵֶצר ָהַרע can succeed to entice a person towards any ֲעֵבָרה, if he is 

successful and lures him away from תֹוָרה study. He knows that the individual no longer has the weapons with which 

to fight the יֵֶצר ָהַרע. As long as a person does not learn תֹוָרה he has no defenses left. He is completely vulnerable and 

the יֵֶצר ָהַרע will eventually lead the person to serve ֲעבֹוָדה זָָרה. This is consistent with the גְָׂמָרא in ָבָראִתי “ ,(ל׃) ִקידּוִׁשין

ִלין  as a seasoning [to ּתֹוָרה I [also] created for him the ,ֵיֶצר ָהַרע I created a — יֵֶצר ָהַרע ּוָבָראִתי לֹו תֹוָרה ַתבְׂ

balance and/or counteract the effect of the ֵיֶצר ָהַרע].” 

 

 

One year, a ִמיד ָחָכם  ַתלְׂ
in נֵי בְַׂרק ָטר was בְׂ  before נִפְׂ
ִמיִדים One of his .פּוִרים  ַתלְׂ
came over to the Steipler to  
discuss matters concerning 
the ָמנָה  Suddenly, the .ַאלְׂ
Steipler said, “Take some of 
my ַמָצה to the ָמנָה  She .ַאלְׂ
cannot afford hand ַמָצה. Be 
careful to say that this is not 
a personal gift, just mention 
that it is my ַמָצה.” The ִמיד  ַתלְׂ
told a ָחֵבר, “It is impossible 
to describe the excitement 
and tears when I told her, ‘I 
have ַמָצה for you from the 

Steipler for ֶפַסח!’” 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל
 לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל

 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א

  

 

PAI NEWS 
 

Due to tragic events taking 

place in ארץ ישראל and around 

the world, please try to say 

extra תהלים for אחינו בני ישראל in 

all of our תפלות and before/

after all of our learning and 

doing מצות. Every תפלה counts! 

In the זכות of the collective 

 

 This week’s learning program is dedicated: 

 לרפואה שלמה לר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה שליט״א

  This week’s issue/Pirchei Learning Program are dedicated 

 לע״נ הבחור הנחמד ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן

נפטר כ״ז תמוז ה׳ תשס״טיבלחט״א ר׳ יצחק צבי שליט״א   

 

ִקי זַַצ״לֹר׳ יֲַעק סְׂ ָרֵאל ַקנִיֶבְׂ ב יִשְׂ  
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 הדלקת נרות עש״ק

 
סוף זמן 

 קריאת שמע 

 סוף זמן תפלה 

 שקיעה 

  מוצש״ק 
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 בס״ד
 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל

 לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל
 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י

 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א



 

 :Questions of the week ַרִש״י 
1.Why does מֶֹׁשה mention ִמיַתת ַאֲהרֹן between the incidents of 

ִביַרת ַהלּוחֹות  ?ָארֹון s appointment to carry the’ֵׁשֶבט ֵלִוי and ׁשְׂ

2.Where in this week’s ָׁשה ָוה that the ֶרֶמז do we find a ַפרְׂ  of ִמצְׂ
ִפָלה  ?is to daven with the heart תְׂ

Answers 

1. The mention of the ִמַתת ַאֲהרֹן comes to teach us that ִמַתת ַצִדיִקים, the death of the 
righteous, is as difficult for הקב״ה to bear as the day on which the לּוחֹות were 
broken (… 10:6 — ד״ה ּוְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל). 

2. The ֲעבֹוָדה, which is with the heart refers to ְִׂפָלה  as we learn from the words of ,ת
ְִׂהִלים in ָדִוד ַהֶמֶלְך ְִׂפָלִתי קְׂטֶֹרת לְָׂפנֶיָך :(קמא:ב) ת  .(11:13 — ד״ה ּוְלָעְבדֹו) ִתכֹון ת
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ָרָכיו  ָכל דְׂ ָאה ֶאת ה׳ ֱאֹלֶקיָך ָלֶלֶכת בְׂ יִרְׂ ָרֵאל ָמה ה׳ ֱאֹלֶקיָך ׁשֵֹאל ֵמִעָמְך ִכי ִאם לְׂ וְַׂעָתה יִשְׂ

ֶׁשָך ָכל נַפְׂ ָך ּובְׂ ָבבְׂ ָכל לְׂ  ּולְַׂאֲהָבה אֹתֹו וְַׂלֲעבֹד ֶאת ה׳ ֱאֹלֶקיָך בְׂ

 Now, O Israel, what does ה׳, your G-d, ask of you? Only to fear ה׳, 

your G-d, to go in all His ways and to love Him, and to serve ה׳, your G-d, 

with all your heart and with all your soul (ָבִרים י:יב  .(דְׂ

 In connection with the above verse, the ָחֵפץ ַחיִים cites ִרי  :ִספְׂ

“These are the ways of ה׳ [in which a Jew is commanded to go], as it is 

written, ‘ה׳, G-d, Compassionate and Gracious ...’ Just as ה׳ is called 
Compassionate and Gracious, so too, should you be compassionate and 

gracious, doing favors for all without any thought of remuneration ... 

 “All this is for our own benefit, as the next verse concludes, ‘[To 

observe the commandments of ה׳ ...] for your benefit.’  To the degree with 

which one utilizes the attributes of goodness and kindness throughout his 

life, to that same degree will he merit a flow of goodness and abundant 

kindness from the Holy One, Blessed is He, all his life.” 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Everyone wanted to have the honor of R' Yaakov Yisroel 

Kanievsky זַַצ״ל, the Steipler Gaon, one of the great men of the generation, 

attending his son’s  ָו הַבר ִמצְׂ . As Steipler Gaon became older, it became 

more difficult for him to attend ח תֹוִשמְׂ . He could spend his whole ַׁשָבת in  ֵנ י בְׂ

ַרק וָ  going from one בְׂ הַבר ִמצְׂ  to another. There came a point where he had 

to tell people that he was no longer able to attend  ָו הַבר ִמצְׂ  celebrations. 

 However, there was one occasion when the Steipler Gaon made 
an exception and did attend a  ָו הַבר ִמצְׂ . After davening, the Steipler Gaon 

wished the  ָו הַבר ִמצְׂ  boy  ָבֹול טַמז , bent over to whisper something into the 

boy's ear and spoke to him for a couple of minutes. The boy responded, 

"No, no, it is alright!" Then the Steipler left. 

 This was not your typical " בֹול טַמזָ  ! You should grow up to be a ל ֹוָגד

רָ  יִשְׂ לאֵ בְׂ ." It took longer than that. Everyone was wondering what the 

Steipler wanted from this young  ָו הַבר ִמצְׂ  boy and what was the meaning of 
the  ָו הַבר ִמצְׂ  boy's reaction (No, no, it is alright!)? 

 What had happened? Six years previously, when this boy was 

seven years old, he was davening in the same shul where the Steipler 

davened and apparently the boy had been using a very large sized ִסדּור. 

The Steipler observed him and thought that he was learning out of a  ָארָ גְׂמ  

in the middle of davening. He went over to the young boy in the middle of 

davening and mistakenly criticized him for learning while he should be 
davening. The boy showed the Steipler he was using a ִסדּור not a  ָארָ גְׂמ . The 

Steipler was very apologetic and asked the boy for forgiveness. The boy 

told him at the time that it was okay, he forgave him. 

 However, the Steipler made a mental note of the event and six 

years later, came to this boy's  ָו הַבר ִמצְׂ  and explained to him that when he 

was a  ָןטָ ק  [a minor], he was not legally eligible to give  ִָחיל המְׂ  [forgiveness]. 

Therefore, the Steipler was once again asking for forgiveness from him as a 

לֹוָגד  (adult). It was regarding this that the young  ָו הַבר ִמצְׂ  boy responded to 
the Steipler, "No, no, it is alright! I have forgiven you already!" 

 *In the next few ָרִקים ָסִפים of ֲהָלכֹות teaches the ָחֵפץ ַחיִים the ,פְׂ  He .ַמֲעֵשר כְׂ
points out a common confusion and error in taking ָסִפים  commonly] ַמֲעֵשר כְׂ
a 1/10 or up to a 1/5 from your profit to be used for גְִׂמילּות ֲחָסִדים]. The 

1/10 of the profits taken for ָסִפים  must also include a 1/10 of the original money ַמֲעֵשר כְׂ
before the investment (ֶקֶרן). For example, if a person took $1000 and made a profit of 
$300, then he takes a 1/10 of the original money ($100) plus 1/10 of the profit ($30). A 
total of $130 should set aside to be used for ָסִפים  .ַמֲעֵשר כְׂ
 *This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Review of the ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד is far more extensive and appropriate. 

A Loving Kindness Moment:  חלק ב׳ פרק י״ח:א —ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד  

 of giving a 1/10 from the ֲהָלָכה explains that the (ִאגְׂרֹות מֶֹׁשה יֹוֶרה ֵדָעה ֵחֶלק א ִסיָמן קמג) זַַצ״ל Feinstein ר׳ מֶֹׁשה
original money before the investment (ֶקֶרן), only applies to the initial investment when there was no ַמֲעֵשר 

taken. For example, if a person received a gift or inherited money and then used it for an investment.   
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of 

the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
 ִהְלכֹות ִעְנָיֵני ְדיֹוָמא: ֶאלּול

 During the month of ֶאלּול, one should write, either at the beginning 
or at the end of a personal letter to a friend, wishing them a  ִתיָבה כְׂ

ֲחִתיָמה טֹוָבה  .וְׂ

 There is a ִמנְָׂהג to blow the ׁשֹוָפר each weekday morning of ֶאלּול after 
the ִצבּור finishes ַׁשֲחִרית. If one davens alone, he does not blow ׁשֹוָפר. 

   
A ָחֵבר once heard the Steipler זַַצ״ל muttering to himself 
one night, “!ִאיכָאב ַא סַאְך חֹובֹות צּו בַאצָאלן — I have many 
outstanding debts to pay!” The friend understood he was 
referring to his learning obligations. He tried to reassure 
him by saying he could pay off his ’debt’ the next day. The 
Steipler shook his head and said, “ נֵײן! נֵײן! מָארגן הָאב ִאיְך

 ”!No! No! Tomorrow I will have new debts — נַײֶער חֹובֹות! 

Sage Sayings 
Source: Heard from R' Paysach Krohn ִליָט״א  ׁשְׂ

 

 

 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
Story adapted from The Steipler (with kind permission from CIS)  

 

Dear Talmid,  
   Once someone brought his three-year-old son to the home 
of R' Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky זַַצ״ל, also known as the Steipler Gaon, so 
that the ַצִדיק could start the boy’s first haircut, reminding him that he 
had also been ַסנְָׂדק at the boy’s ִרית   .בְׂ
 The Steipler Gaon commented with a smile, “If someone had 
made such a request to the Brisker Rav in יְׂרּוָׁשַליִם, he would have 
answered right away, ‘I am not a barber.’” 
 The boy’s father spoke up quickly, “But I do not mean for the 
Rebbe to give him a complete haircut. Just one cut, a few strands!” 
 Even so, the Steipler Gaon was still quite uncomfortable to 
have such an honor thrust upon him. With a little reluctance, he picked 
up the scissors and fulfilled the request, only because he could never 
turn down anything people asked of him. Then he gave the boy a very 
warm ָרָכה  .and the father and son left ,בְׂ
 A few days later, the father returned to the Steipler to share 
with him the happy news that he had just been blessed with another 
son. The Steipler Gaon answered him in a very perturbed manner. 
 “For the last few days I just have not had any peace. Why did 
I have to make such a fuss over your son’s haircut? Why should I refuse 
any Jew’s request of me? What possessed me to bring the Brisker Rav 
into the story? When you asked me to cut the child’s hair, I should 
have done it graciously. Really, all of this is only because of my own 
bad ִמדֹות, and I have to ask your forgiveness. Please tell me that you 
forgive me completely.” 
  My ִמיד  the Steipler was so agitated by the remote ,ַתלְׂ
possibility of having hurt another person’s feelings, that he begged for 
forgiveness. Imagine if we intentionally hurt a friend’s feelings, how 
much more so must we beg for his forgiveness! 

 יְִׂהי זִכְׂרֹו ָברּוְך!
יְִׂדידּות   ֶרִבי Your                         ,בְׂ
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 לאה בת שלום יהודה
  
          The Effects Of Our Speech 

We surely know that our speech1 affects those 
around us. A good word to someone can change their 
day, their week and at times even their life. On the other 
hand, a negative word can have the opposite effect. 
There is a poem that reads like this:  
“A careless word may kindle strife, 
 A cruel word may wreck a life, 
 A timely word may level stress,  
A loving word may heal and bless.”2   

 
But does positive or negative speech only affect 

people? Studies have shown that plant life grows much 
better when subjected to positive statements as opposed 
to negative ones.3 
 

In 1994, Dr. Masaru Emoto in Japan conducted 
an experiment examining the effects of prayers, sounds 
and words on the quality of water. He gathered groups of 
people and placed bottles of plain tap water before 
them. The people present spoke according to Dr. Emoto’s 
instructions. In front of some of the bottles some people 
expressed positive encouraging words while others said 
negative discouraging words. Afterwards Dr. Emoto froze 
the water in the bottles and examined the ice crystals 
under a microscope. He discovered that when people 
spoke positive words, the water in their vicinity produced 

                                                           
1 The four elements-  ,מים, רוח, עפראש ; fire, water, wind and 
dirt- correspond to the four worlds-  ,אצילות, בריאה, יצירה

 .action ;עשיה corresponds to עפר ,As a result .עשיה
However, it can’t take action on its own. How does it take 
action? Through speech as is indicated in the initials of the 
other three- וחרים, מש, א - which form the word אמר. When 
one opens his mouth to say something, he exhales a 
breath- which is warm. This is the element of fire. The 
moisture from his saliva that is in his mouth, which he 
expels along with his breath when he speaks, is the 
element of water. The exhaling he does as he pronounces 
the word is the element of wind. So these three comprise 
speech which is why these represent action.  
2 The Pasuk על פי ה' יחנו ועל פי ה' יסעו (Bamidbar 9:20) can be 
understood that through speech, one can cause the 
Shechina to dwell or to go away.  
3 See Nefesh Hachaim 1:3. During the generation of the 
 even three Tefachim into the ground were ,מבול
corrupted (Breishis 6:13) since people steeped so low 
spiritually. Consequently, we see that spirituality and 
physicality correspond to each other. Similarly, in each 
generation, if they are involved in immorality and the like, 
it affects the world. The water and air may be polluted as 
well as vegetation being filled with pesticides and so on 
(see Kasv Sofer on Breishis 28:16 as well as his  שו"ת כתב

 .(Orach Chaim, end of 29 ,סופר

beautifully shaped crystals4 whereas when people spoke 
negative words, the water near them produced 
grotesque crystalline forms.  

  
In the wake of Dr. Emoto’s research, Tomer 

Raviv- a student at Bar Ilan University conducted similar 
experiments. He took three plates containing dried beans 
resting on a layer of cotton. He moistened them every 
few days with tap water. While watering the first plate, 
Raviv did nothing. While watering the second plate, he 
cursed and swore. While watering the third plate, he 
recited Tehillim and praises to Hashem. After two weeks 
there were noticeable differences between the contents 
of the plates. On the first plate the beans sprouted and 
grew normally. On the second they didn’t grow. On the 
third they grew much taller than normal.    
************************************************  
   That Which Truly Counts 

After one dies we recount that which really made 
a difference, that which lives on with them eternally. That 
is, the Torah they learned and taught, the Chessed they 
performed and so on5 and as the Mishna informs us that 
when one departs from this world, he is accompanied 
with his Torah and Maasim Tovim,6 not his money.7 This is 
hinted to in the Parshiyos in Sefer Vayikra which go in the 
order of אמור ,מות, קדושים-אחרי  as it can be expounded that 
after one dies ( מות-אחרי ) we say the holy things about 
them ( רקדושים אמו ). Let us spend time with that which will 
spend time with us eternally.8    

                                                           
4 With this we can grasp a new meaning in  ואתה מחיה את

 you give them all life (Nechemia 9:6) as it can refer to ;כלם
everything which we can enliven.  
5 This is hinted to in (Bamidbar 5:10) ואיש את קדשיו לו יהיה; 
the holy acts one did in his lifetime is what is truly his.  
6 To propel us to accomplish in what really matters, we 
should ask ourselves what would people say about us if 
we were to die now? What would they say at our funeral? 
Is it something we would be proud of or not? The saying 
goes “fear not death rather unlived life.”  
7 Avos 6:9. This is alluded to in the word מת as its initials 
are the first letters of עשים טוביםמ  and ורהת . 
8 The story is given of a dictator who ordered a citizen to 
come to his compound. The subject, knowing that he can 
be executed in a moment’s notice, decided to get himself 
a good advocate. He went to those he felt he was close 
to throughout his life- those who he partied with. They 
told him although we are friends, we are not willing to 
go, since the dictator can kill us too. Then he went to 
those he didn’t feel as close to but he decided to ask 
them anyway. They said we will walk you to the 
compound but not go all the way in to the dictator. Then 
he went to those he felt he wasn’t close to but he had no 
choice so he decided to ask them. They said we will walk 
you all the way and advocate on your behalf so that 
nothing bad occurs. This is what happened and he was 
saved. This applies to life also as that which many of us 
pursue- money- doesn’t go with us past death. Then there 
are friends and family in which after one dies they walk 
with him until the grave. Then there is that which one 
didn’t feel so close to- his Torah and Maasim Tovim. This 
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When the Alter of Kelm was on his deathbed, he 

requested that his clothes be laundered before giving it 
to the poor. This is what was on his mind before he died.9  

 
Can one exaggerate the praises of one who died? 

The Halacha states that it is forbidden to overly 
exaggerate the praises of a dead person.10 However, to 
say a little more than is actually true is okay.11 The Taz12 is 
bothered why there is a difference if he lies a little or a 
lot? Let us take an example of one who performs a 
Mitzva, for instance Tzedaka, by giving a specific amount 
of money. If there was a need to give a bit more, he 
would. Therefore, it is considered as if he did it.     
************************************************ 
     Recalling Your Pain 

One reason we may go through a trouble is in 
order to help others when they are in that trouble. One 
may go through financial difficulties and then become 
wealthy. When the poor now come to him, he can be 
more sympathetic and help them out. One who loses a 
relative can be more sensitive to another who had this 
occur.13  

 
So, we must remember those times of difficulties 

we endured when we see others going through a similar 
episode. Then we will be filled with compassion and help 
them. This idea is shown to us in our Parsha. Hashem 
wanted traits of kindness, mercy and righteousness in the 
world. He therefore chose us as a nation since we were 
slaves. Through slavery we can understand the 
downtrodden. This is the meaning in  ואהבתם את הגר כי גרים

                                                                                                  
is what will truly escort him all the way through and can 
save him (see Chofetz Chaim, Nasso, 5:10). 
9 See Rashi in Bamidbar 27:15 that says when Tzadikim 
leave this world they put aside their needs and busy 
themselves with the needs of the public.  
10 Yore Deah, 344:1. Otherwise he causes evil to himself 
and to the one who passed away. 
11 The Yerushalmi says that the one who died knows and 
hears his praises just like in a dream (see Shabbos 152b). 
12 Yore Deah, s.v. ומוסיפין. The Taz lived from 1586-1667. He 
was born to a family renowned for wealth as well as 
scholarship. He married the daughter of the Bach. They 
had six children, four of whom died young. Upon the 
death of his wife, the Taz married the widow of one of 
the sons of the Bach. Several of the Taz’s Halachic rulings, 
as well as some liturgical poems he composed, reflect the 
horror of that time (decrees of 1648-49) and depict the 
escape of the Jews of Ulick from Chmielnitzki’s troops. In 
1666, when conflicting reports of the impending coming 
of Moshiach reached Poland, he sent his son and nephew 
to investigate. They arrived in Turkey in Tamuz and were 
received warmly by Shabsai Tzvi who gave them a letter 
for the Taz with a present. Two months later, Shabsai 
Tzvi- the false Moshiach- converted to Islam. 
13 It doesn’t have to be a big trouble. People may ask you 
for a ride. Remember the times when you didn’t have a 
car and had to rely on others.  

 you should love the convert because you were ;הייתם...
strangers in Mitzrayim.14    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
14 Devarim 10:19, Vayikra 19:34. See Eicha 2:13, Rashi. 
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