
vkpacu rvc vcrgc uhbfa kf ktu hrntv rv utcu ofk ugxu ubp
 /// ohv ;ujcu cdbcu(z-t)vc iuufnvu .rtv ,eukj iput - 

     `ycau yca kf lk iht 'rnut rzgkt ic iugna wr 'thb, (:tp e"c) trndc t,h
rv utcu ofk ugxu ubpw rntba 'engcu cdbcu vkpacu rvc [ekj] uk ihta ktrahn
rntba ohzhrpcu ohbgbfc tmun v,t ifu 'wohv ;ujcu cdbcu vkpacu rvc hruntv
',umrtv hdux kfc vfz yca kfa lfk vchxv hvn ihcvk hutrv in /wuhbfa kf ktuw
ktrahk chyvk wc,h ubumr vhva 'oyuap hp kg ohrcsv ,t ihcvk ohkufha ;t kgu
ouen ah ihhsg ouen kfn 'ktrah .rtc ,ukukfv ohhnadv ,ucuyv kfc obbujku
,ubvhk shjh kf ,kufhc uhv tk ihhsg ,umrtv kfk yca kf vfza ;t kg hf 'kutak
urucg sguhn vhva ohuxn ouenc uekj ,t sjt kf kchea rjtn ',umrtv hbuud kfn
hbuud kfn ,ukjb ,ukkfc yca kf kchea vzc hk vn if otu 'vbuhkgv vjdavv p"g

/vzn vtbv ,cuy oua yrpvk vhv tk kgupc otc '.rtv
hsf v,hv ktrahk .rtv ,bh,b ,hkf, hf 'ohsevk ah uz vkta kg chavk hsf    
ohrcs) rntb ,tzv vausev .rtv kg vbvs 'onkugc o,cuj ,t ohhek osgc ghhxk
vfz vjdav v,ut jfcu 'wvbav ,hrjt sg vbav ,hatrn vc lhekt wv hbhgw (ch 'th
v,hv lf hsf sgu ',"hav ,t vc sucgk ,sjuhn thnas t,ghhxk hktrahv ahtv
.rtc rsv kfa (:he ,ucu,f) k"z ubhnfj urnta sg ',kgun v,ause ,gpav
'vukt uk ihta hnf vnus .rtk vmujc rsv kfu 'vukt uk aha hnf vnus ktrah
trhutk vfuzv vz ihc rfhbv kscvv vhv 'o,nst kg ,cak ktrah ufza ohbnzv uktc

 

cvz hsu///icku///irtp ihc///ktrah kf kt van rcs rat ohrcsv vkt
 (t-t)znrv lrsc w////ohrcsv vktw ohkhnv ,buuf ruthc -

     k c,cwwwwoooogggguuuubbbb    hhhhrrrrnnnnttttwwww) gggg""""hhhhzzzz    ccccuuuueeeewwwwhhhhzzzzssssnnnn    rrrrhhhhttttnnnn    hhhhccccrrrr    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvvkkkkohtyjv kf arua vbv" '(
hkuk i,nvuz vexp rcf vru, i,n ,gac hf 'wohkdrnwvu wkdgwv ohtyjv wc ukt uhv
og ktrah .rtk ;fh, ohxbfb uhv 'f"jt wohkdrnv tyjw tknktu 'kdgc utyja
'kdgv tyj ovk rpf,b vhvu 'vrz vsucgs trmh kycn van vhvu 'v"g ubhcr van
.rtc van vhv ukht ([:y tnuh] z"ug iugc crjba iuatrv) asenv ,hc crjb vhv tku
/unuenk kdgv tyj od rzj ohkdrnv tyj hsh kgu '(vrz vsucgs trmh kyhcu) ktrah
hba ucrjb z"hgu /.rtv ,chs hthmunqgrv iuaku 'vrz vsucg ',urhcg h,a vnv odu    
,cajv 'ubhbgu) rtc,bfu vrz vsucg hsh kg crjb iuatrv ,hc hf 'ubhasen h,c
,tba iug hsh kg hba ,hcu '(,h,hnt ,uthmnf ,uhrnujvu ,hrnujv vthrcv ,ujuf
kftwa tmne rc hsh kg crjb ifku 'grv iuak iug kt thcva (oa tnuh wg) obhj
'gushf wohhbhgw ohtrebv wctwu wzun,w ohasjv wc undpbu /(/ub ihyhd wg) wtfkn hc tmrue
urc,abu wcvzv kdgw scgb uca zun,c z"hc vhv vrz vsucg tyj hf 'ohtyjv ukt h"g
/(:s"e ihrsvbx wg) w,urusk vhfcwk gceba ctc vga,c vhv ohkdrnv tyju ',ujukv

    onaa iuhm rv kg 'ubhbhg ufaj vkt kg 'ubck vus vhv vz kgw thcbv rnta vzu   

k"uj hbc oda ;tu 'hudk ktrah ihc rfhbv kscvvf tka vz ihck ktrah .rts
.rtv ,ause jfn ktrah vc ufza vrh,hv vausev ouen kfn ',"hav ,t uscg
sg vkgnc lf kf uhvu 'vsucgv ,ukgnc sutn sutn ,ukg,vk ovk ord

 /o,nugk uhv tkf uhv k"uj hrs ,sucga
lrsv vz kg .rtv vekj,b vnk rcsv ogy ihcvk i,hb uz vnsev hp kg     
kf kg ohrcug ohbua ohbnz 'vbvs ',umrtv hdux kfc ekj ycau yca kfk vhvha
,uthf utruc ,t zt scugu ,uksds ihjunk tuv vfuz ohngpk 'ktrahn sjtu sjt
'vh,bhfau c"ue sjhhk uhbhhgn kf ohavk u,bhc cjurc tuv kufh ztu 'iufbfu
sucf vkg,n vga v,utc iftu /asenca ohaev ohrcsc utruc ,t sucgku
 /,uth tesf ufkn ,t ,ran ostv vz hf ohbu,j,c rfhba rjtn 'ush kg ohna

uhv tka rjtn 'utruck u,ubntb ,,hnt ,t ostv vz vkhd tk ihhsg lt     
,t jhfuh ostva ,"hav iumra iuhfu /ufrsc uvucfgh rat ,ughbn oua uhbpk
o,ujhka ,t ohaug ovu ',ughbnu ,ukuafn uhbpk ohan if kg uhbpk u,ubntb
,t sucgk uk vae ztu 'u,jubnn u,ut oh,hcanu ostv ,t ohshrynu 'vbntb
kyun hgcsf utruc ,t zt od sucgk u,kufhc vhvha hsfu 'vnhnh ohnhn utruc
vhvh vz hsh kg eru 'kkf uhbhgc cuaj tuv tvh tka 'u,uah kf ,t kyck uhkg
ztu /ohna ,ftknk uh,u,g ,t vtkv od aseku uh,ueugnn okg,vk u,kufhc
,,hnt ,t tuv jhfun hf 'tfkns treuhk ,ntc tuv orud 'lfc vfuz ostvaf
hkg uhnh ,hkf,u 'kkf unmg khcac hj tuv iht hf tuv jhfun 'utruck u,ubntb
ohhek kfuba ubhrzgc vhvh ,"hav /utruc iumr ovc ,uagk ot hf obht ,unst

/ohbnzvu oh,hgv kfc uhbpk jur ,jb ,uagku 'okugc ubh,cuj ,t
(wobhj ,tbaw hsh kg ordba) grwv iuawk ,uch, hatr v"z k"g 'ubhhv '(z"h wv vfht)
urcsw a"nfu ck ,trebv ohkaurh ubhhv 'wubck (vkuj) vusw vz hsh kg 'vrwz vsucwg
ohkaurhca e"nvc if 'ohrctv kfk ,uhj ghpan ckva unfa) wohkaurh ck kg

c wg] okugv kfk ,uhj ghpanwwwwoooohhhhhhhhjjjj    oooohhhhnnnn    rrrrttttccccwwwwufaj vkt kgw '([wt wt ,hatrc 
,una) wudu ktrah lhvkt vktw cvzv kdg hscug ,rhnt kg znur wvktw hf 'wubhbhg
ru,wk ,uch, hatr v"kt hf 'wgrv iuakw - wohkdrnv tyjw kg znur v"kt od '(ws c"k
grwv iuawk ecwt ,uch, hatr v"kt ohrpxc t,ht odu '(z"y d"h rcsnc) .rtwv ,wt

c wg)tttt""""sssshhhhjjjjrrrrvvvvkkkk    wwwwllllbbbbtttt    ,,,,nnnnuuuujjjjwwwwgrv iuak ect ,"r v"kt" 'woharpnw oac varpv ahr 
znur z"pku 'wgrv iuak ectc ikufuw [/v"xe c"c] t,htsf h"bc kf ohkafb uca
kf ktw ovh,usut wvan rchs rat ohrcsvwn tuv wgrv iuak ect 'vktwa 'cu,fv
,khnc ohznrbv ohtyjv hba ukt h"g 'ubhhv 'wv"kt kgw uvzu '("uc ohkafbv wktrah
h,c hba ucrjb z"hgu 'wohhbhgw ohtrebv wctwu wzun,w hasjw ubhbhg ufajw 'v"kt
wuk, tchks t,bcutc tbhgs hbhhruaw hf ohhbhg ,faj h"g 'wckw ohtrebv ,uasenv
,trebu wvfhtw ,khnc ,kj,n e"nvc hba icruj kg ,ubhev ,khdn vzku '(:j"f z"g)

/"obcrujk unrda ohtyjv hba ukt kg znurv v"kt thrynhdc v"fht hf 'lf
iuak) ohtyjv hba ukt 'wvkt" 'znrv lrsc cu,fv ,buuf ,t rtcn tuv z"pku    
ohznrbv ([kdgv tyj] vrz vsucgu '[wohkdrnv tyjw] obhj ,tba h"g ordbv grv
/"wktrah kf ktw ovh,usut wvan rchs rat ohrcsvwn iv 'rtc,bfu v"kt ,khnc

R’ Chaim Volozhiner zt”l (Nefesh HaChaim) would say:

     “wv,jnac vturu vfuz ohkaurh kg kct,nv kfw - ‘Whoever mourns for Jerusalem, merits to see her in her joy.’ It does not

say, wvtrhu vfzhw - ‘will merit and will see’ in future tense, but rather wvturu vfuzw in the present tense. As we know, the pain of

losing a loved one will eventually be forgotten. However, it has been thousands of years and we are still mourning the

Churban. Why? Because Jerusalem and the Temples are not dead! Thus, our mourning is really our nechama - our comfort!”

(Monsey, NY)
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Dedicated by Mr & Mrs Elly Berman Dedicated by Mr & Mrs Elly Berman Dedicated by Mr & Mrs Elly Berman Dedicated by Mr & Mrs Elly Berman 
in memory of their mother’s Yahrzeitin memory of their mother’s Yahrzeitin memory of their mother’s Yahrzeitin memory of their mother’s Yahrzeit    

davpz a` 'g tp l"f onxa dypn wgvi za zicedi

Dedicated by the Mermelstein Family
 xy` l`eny x"a dxy dy`d p"irl

a` 'e hiivx`i - d"r xrpllrw
miigd xexva dxexv dznyp `dz

p"irl `lnif dy`d 
 d"r iav l`eny za

d"avpz * a`a dryz 'tp
By the Zafir Family
in memory of their

Mother and
Grandmother

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk nply : The Dubno Maggid zt”l writes that on Tisha B’av

those crying over the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash feel

different degrees of loss. People who only think about the

external splendor of the building feel shock over the loss of a

rare palace. A Jew who contemplates the inner sanctity and

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (37)

Learning Torah on Tisha B’av and for an Avel. In Tehillim,

(19:9), Dovid HaMelech describes words of Torah as follows:
"ck hjnan ohrah wv hsuep" - the mitzvos of Hashem are just (see the
Malbim’s explanation there) and give joy to the heart (of those
who learn them). Therefore, the halacha is that an avel

(mourner) during Shiva is not permitted to learn Torah (1).

Similarly, on Tisha B’av, when all Jews mourn the destruction
of the Bais Hamikdash, we are not permitted to learn Torah (2).

This issur also applies to ladies who do not have the mitzvah of

Talmud Torah. Even to think Torah concepts, which in many
areas of halacha is not the same as actual learning (Birchas

HaTorah in front of ervah), is prohibited on Tisha B’av and for
an avel because it too gladdens the heart (3). Children under the
age of Bar Mitzvah should also not learn or be taught (4).

Permitted Texts. There are certain texts relating to Tisha B’av

and Aveilus which are permitted to be learned. One may learn
the following, in a simple form without pilpul. 

Megilas Eicha with all its medrashim and commentators.
 Kinnos said on Tisha B’av, laws of Tisha B’av, Aveilus, and
Cheram (which is like Aveilus) in Shulchan Aruch.
Parts of Tanach that talk about hardships: Iyov and Yirmiyahu

(skipping posukim of comfort scattered throughout the sefer).
The entire third perek of Gemara Moed Katan; Gittin

1)

2)

3)

4)

beauty, the precious avodah and vessels it contained; he cries

much more. He knows that the Temple was the hub of Torah

wisdom and he cries about this great loss. However, no one

cries more than Hashem, kufhcf. He knows the secrets and

profundity of this loss. The "vbhfav rgm" is greater than all else.

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

55b-58a; Sanhedrin 96b-97a and 104b. 
Works of Mussar according to many Poskim (5). The purpose
of a fast day is self-improvement so this is desirable learning.

Bitul Torah. There are numerous opinions about the issur of kuyhc
vru, on Tisha B’av. Shevat M’yehuda (6) and Kaf Hachayim (7)

hold that these are just permitted texts, but if one doesn’t learn them
it isn’t vru, kuyhc once Chazal prohibited regular learning. From
the Chacham Tzvi (8) it seems that since one has permitted texts,
there is an obligation to study them and not to waste time. 
Correction. Due to a typing mistake, the final paragraph of last
week’s column was not clear. The point of the paragraph was
that there are two kinds of “upside-down” that one must avoid
out of ohrpx sucf in general, and especially when packing seforim

for traveling: 1) If the sefer is standing vertically with the top of
the page towards the ground, it is clearly prohibited and whoever
sees a sefer placed like that has an obligation to turn it right-side
up. 2) If the sefer is lying horizontal with the front page towards
the ground, it is not so clear that this is called “upside-down”
because whenever one learns the last amud of a sefer, the whole
sefer is in this position, except for the back cover. Nevertheless,
one should be machmir to avoid this position and pack his
seforim accordingly so that when the suitcases will be traveling
on their way, the seforim will be in the most honorable position.
The sources for this were quoted last week.

5)

R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik zt”l of Brisk (Beis HaLevi) would say:

     “Why do Jews mourn between the 17th of Tammuz and 9th of Av, and also on Tisha B’av itself? Imagine that a fire has

broken out in a city and destroyed numerous homes. If one resident leaves the remains of his burnt-out home and no longer

concerns himself with it, to the point that he even abandons objects that were spared by the fire, we would think that he has

no intention of returning to rebuild it. On the other hand, a person who puts a great deal of effort into looking for objects

amid the heap of ashes, meticulously sifting through the pile and gathering what remains, such a person certainly has

the intention of rebuilding his home soon. The same applies to us. As long as we mourn the destruction of Jerusalem

and the fire that burned our holy and glorious House, we may rest assured of its rebuilding, speedily and in our days.” 

A Wise Man would say: 

   “The deeper that sorrow carves into your being, the more joy you can contain!”                                 



    Moshe Rabbeinu began his farewell speech to Bnei Yisroel with words of mussar. We read these words during the period of
the Nine Days. The Ohr HaChayim points out that there were nine places that Moshe mentioned in his rebuke. Each one was
just a word or two, but each contains a great lesson in avodas Hashem and we would be wise to take each word to heart. 
     "isrhv rcgc" - every Jew must be an “Ivri” like Avraham Avinu, ready to stand up against the whole world to do what he
knows is right! "rcsnc" - one should make himself hefker like a desert. This is the middah of humility which is the most
important trait of an oved Hashem. "vcrgc" - from the root "crg", which means sweet! One’s avodas Hashem must be sweet and
geshmak. There is nothing sweeter than a life of Torah! ";ux kun" - one should should always see his ";ux", the  "v,hnv ouh" - day
of death, "kun" in front of him! The way to truly live right, is by remembering that this world is not forever and we must make
the most of our limited time here! There are also many different periods in one’s life... "irtp ihc" - whether one is experiencing
"rtp", a stage of splendor and glory, when everything seems to be wonderful, or "kp, ihc" - when everything seems to be falling
apart. It seems hopeless with no salvation in sight. In both of these situations, a Yid must serve Hashem with faith and believe
that everything comes from Him. "icku" - this refers to a "heb ck", a clean heart! A Yid must never carry a grudge or bad feeling in
his heart about others. At night when you go to sleep and say that you forgive anyone that might have hurt you that day, really
mean it! ",urmju" - the Chatzros Hashem are the Batei Medrashos where people go to study Torah. Without learning Torah, one
cannot truly be close to Hashem. And finally ... "cvz hs" - ENOUGH with the GOLD! Minimize the material - maximize the
spiritual! How much gold does one need? May these nine ways fill the nine days with meaning and real closeness to Hashem.
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         The Kli Yakar, R’ Shlomo Ephraim M’Luntzitz zt”l, lived during a time of great prosperity for the Jewish people. He
did not approve of the way of life of many of the people of his generation and he urged them to be more discreet and modest.
He interpreted the posuk in which Moshe Rabbeinu tells Bnei Yisroel, "vbupm ofk ubp" - “Turn to the north” in a homiletical
fashion. The word "vb«pm" can also be translated as “hidden” (like the afikomen is called iupm which we hide). The Kli Yakar
was telling the Yidden, “Hide what you have. Conceal it - do not flaunt it!” This is not something new. In fact, Yaakov Avinu
was already worried about his children flaunting their affluence in the eyes of the world. Even though their home in Canaan
was fully stocked with food during the famine, he still sent his sons down to Egypt to obtain food. He told them, "utr,, vnk" -
why should the nations of the world see that we have so much while they are starving? It is unwise and dangerous, as the
Medrash says, "ceghk tbua uag", and living so lavishly will only incite the nations and give them more reason to hate us.  
     My machshava here is that this mussar has particular relevance today as we mourn the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash.
The style in which we tend to live can place undue pressure on others to “keep up” even though they lack the means to do so,
resulting in unnecessary stress, jealousy and poverty. If we live so lavishly, it can result in obj ,tba, the exact cause of the
Churban Habayis. The Haftorah on Tisha B’av concludes: "/// u,nfjc ofj kkv,h kt" - a wise man should not glorify himself
with his wisdom, nor a strong man with his strength, nor a rich man with his wealth. At this time of year, when we are mindful
of the painful exile we are experiencing due to the churban, it is incumbent upon us to recall: "vb«pm ofk ubp" - we must exhibit
modesty and restraint in our daily lives and in our dealings with others. Strengthening ourselves in this aspect of life will
reduce feelings of Sinas Chinam, thereby bringing the redemption and the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash int ubnhc vrvnc!  

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Adapted from “The Yiddish Speaking

Latino Cop” on Aish.com 

 //// cvz hsu ,rmju icku kp, ihcu irtp ihc ;ux kun vcrgc rcsnc isrhv rcgc ktrah kf kt van rcs rat ohrcsv vkt(t-t)

 wudu ofchru oftanu ofjry hsck tat vfht(ch-t)
    The Jewish king Achav, despite the fact that he was evil, was more successful in battle than any other king. Why?
Because under Achav, Klal Yisroel was united. Unity, says R’ Noach Weinberger zt”l, is the quality Hashem wants most for
His children. If we’re united, we have His power behind us. Conversely, when we fight internally, we forfeit Hashem’s
power. Strife within the Jewish people is therefore the most insidious and debilitating enemy. It takes us from being the
predominant force which can turn the world toward Hashem, and reduces us to an impotent collection of self-absorbed
individuals. It took away our Divine protection and sadly, it took away our Bais HaMikdash, our holy Temple.
     Rabbi Moshe Greene, a rebbi in Yeshivah Shor Yoshuv, recounts the following inspiring story that happened to him. 
     Living in New York City is tough on cars. Pot holes and sharp debris on the roads, lead to bent rims and punctured tires.
One day while driving near my home in Queens, the inevitable happened. I hit something hard and my tire went flat. I pulled
over, took out my cell phone and called AAA. I  gave my location to the dispatcher, and then sat back to wait.
     It took about half-an-hour before a Latino man in his mid-60s pulled his truck up right behind me. He got out, looked at my
car and then looked at me. “Hello, my name is Donny,” he said as he extended his hand. And then, without even the slightest
warning, he began speaking to me in Yiddish. He uttered a few Yiddish phrases and I was totally taken aback.
     “Are you Jewish?” I asked him incredulously. He shook his head, smiled, and said, “No.”
      I laughed and asked the obvious question. “Well, if you’re not Jewish, where did you learn to speak Yiddish?”
     Donny the truck-driver continued looking at my damaged tire as he spoke. “I picked it up many years ago when I was
hanging out with one of your buddies,” he said teasingly. “Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum from Williamsburg. You heard of him?”
     I was shocked yet again. “You mean the great chassidic leader? The Rebbe from Satmar?” I asked in disbelief.
     “Yup, that’s the one,” he replied. Donny went on to explain how he was a retired NYPD cop with decades of experience
on the force. On numerous occasions, he was assigned to protect the Satmar Rebbe, R’ Yoel Teitelbaum zt”l, not only from
outsiders but also from the throngs of chassidim that push to get near him. Donny was assigned as the rabbi’s bodyguard - at
home, in shul and at public gatherings. Donny would dress like a Satmar chassid - a Latino with a beard, sidelocks (peyos),
long coat and distinct hat - scanning the crowds, looking for infiltrators or people that might cause trouble.
     I just had to ask. “How could you tell a real chassid from an impersonator?” What were the tell-tale signs?
     Donny laughed. “You guys are always hunched over your books,” he explained. “If someone was standing a little too
straight, I kept my eye on him. He was either an outsider ...  or someone who ain’t serious about his studies!”
      He reminisced about the kindness of the rabbi’s wife, and how she supplied him with a steady stream of cholent and kugel.
     Donny then asked if I knew what the expression “Yiddishe Kup” meant. 
     “Of course,” I replied, a bit wary, wondering where this was going. “It refers to Jews as a smart and clever people.”
     Suddenly, Donny became serious and said, “Tell me. I heard you guys used to live in Israel with your capital in Jerusalem.
I heard that you had a Temple, a beautiful place where you all got together for the holidays, right?” I nodded.
     “I also heard that about 2,000 years ago you were exiled because you guys didn’t get along with each other. True?”
     I nodded again. But he wasn’t done. “I also heard that if you guys could just learn to get along with each other, G-d will
move you back to Jerusalem and rebuild your Temple.” I didn’t even have to nod this time. He knew it all already.
     Donny then leaned toward me, looked me straight in the eye and said, “So if you guys are so smart, with your ‘Yiddishe
Kup’ - how is it that in 2,000 years you haven’t figured out how to get along?” I looked at him ... I had no answer.
     True achdus (unity) starts with the realization that while Jews may be different from one another, we are all one family.
We are part of the same unit, connected at the core, sharing the goal of Tikkun Olam, making the world a better place.
       This year, as we sit down on the ground on Tisha B’av, let’s make Donny’s question no longer a question.                            
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   What is Torah and Torah learning? We will say in the
Kinnos of Tishah B’av: “A fire burns within me, when I
begin to remind myself of that great day. I am reminded of
when I lived through the mercies and kindness of Hashem
Yisborach when he took me forth from Mitzrayim. I’m full
of abject sorrow, when I have to remind myself of the
terrible day that I was driven out from Yerushalayim.” 
    In those days, Moshe Rabbeinu sang a “Shirah” that will
never be forgotten. "ohrmnn h,tmc" - those were the days of
Chessed Hashem. Then came that terrible day when
Yirmiyahu wailed. He cried forth the kinnos. h,tmc"
"ohkaurhn - it was when we left Yerushalayim and lost all
that Hashem had granted and given us because we did not
feel what we had received and we became unworthy of
what our Father gave us. So He took that gift away from us.
      EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
      THE MIDDAH OF .... '''''ddddd     iiiiikkkkkxxxxxccccc

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

     R’ Mordechai Gifter zt”l writes: When you say this
entire kinna on Tishah B’av, think of what you’re saying.
Think of the two sides of the coin. Both sides represent
"sgun", a meeting with Hashem Yisborach. One side of the
coin is "ohrmnn h,tmc", the miracles, the awesome kindness
that Hashem did for us. The other side of the coin is quite
the opposite. "ohkaurhn h,tmc", a Churban brought about by a
loving Father who, in this matter, wishes us to come back to
Him, and understand what it is all about. We must take this
to heart in order for us to be zoche to Torah and our mission
for all time with all the wonderful instruments given to us to
achieve that mission - "ohrmnn h,tmc" - when we were
brought out of the misery of Mitzrayim. We hope to live to
see overwhelming happiness, pleasure and joy. The
suffering and pain that we live with in this world should
leave us when we are zoche "ohkaurhk hcuac" - to return to
Yerushalayim Habnuya B’mhaira B’Yameinu Amen.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: There was once a very wealthy man, who had a foolish
son with wild friends. The son spent his father’s money
without any regard for the value of the money. The father
was worried about how his son would manage after he

passes away; he might spend all the money at once and have
nothing left. So he decided to build his son a beautiful home
with the most expensive furnishings. He ordered his workers

to build hidden storage areas to put the rest of the wealth.
This way, after the son would use up all that he had, he
would find the stored treasures and learn to be more careful.

   After a short time, calamity struck and the house burned
down, with all the fancy furniture and even all the stored
treasures. Everyone who passed by cried in shock over the
devastation. However, each one cried differently. Those who

saw only the external beauty of the house cried over the loss
of the splendid building. The son cried over the building and
the inner furnishings, the jewelry and the fine vessels. 

     But those who cried the most bitterly were the father and
his confidants. They knew about the tremendous fortune
that went up in smoke.



BEYOND THE NORM II
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

Once, a restaurant employee in New York City 
began distributing leftover food from the restaurant 
to a group of homeless people who frequented the 
nearby streets. Although most of his beneficiaries 
were grateful for his kindness, one homeless woman 
refused to touch any of the food he offered. After 
several days, his curiosity overcame him, and he 
asked her why she would not accept his gifts.
“I would rather starve to death than accept food from 
a Jew!” she said.
“But I’m not Jewish!” the man protested. “Why 
would you think I am?”
“Only a Jew would be this generous,” she insisted.
When the man shared this story with his mother, he 
was utterly shocked by her reply. “You aren’t going 
to believe this, but the truth is that you are, in fact, 
Jewish,” she admitted. “Your father is Catholic, but 
I’m Jewish, and that makes you a Jew, too.”
The incredible revelation sparked an odyssey of 
soul-searching that eventually led the man to Eretz 
Yisrael, and a life of Jewish observance.
The homeless woman’s perceptiveness highlights 
the very goal for which we all must strive. As Jews, 
we must be not just ordinary gomlei chasadim, 
but gomlei chasadim of such magnitude that the 
rest of the world sees our kindness and knows it as 
unmistakably Jewish.
We must rise beyond the norm, demonstrating our 
link to the Master of the Universe—and in doing so, 
bringing great honor to His Name.  

THE SPIRIT OF LEARNING
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Yerushalayim fell. Twice. So what should these days mean to us?

Consider this millennia-old question: Al ma avda haaretz? How did the land 
come to be destroyed? Historians are quick to say that the two exiles were 
natural—how could little Israel have resisted Assyria, Babylonia, and Rome? 
And they are right. It wasn’t the downfall that was miraculous—the real 
miracle was the existence of Judea for more than a thousand years.

But why did Hashem not save them from Babylon and Rome? This question 
seems superficial, as the causes for His anger are well-known. Long before 
the destruction began, Moshe predicted “Vayishman Yeshurun vayiv’at.” But 
why? How did we emerge from a centuries-long school of suffering too weak 
to withstand the test of good fortune?

Hashem answers: “Because they abandoned the Torah I set before them.” 
They still occupied themselves with it, saw it as a blessing—but to them, 
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The Torah commands us to say Krias Shema twice a day: once 
in the morning and once at night. It is not a prayer—it is a 
declaration of loyalty. Chazal call the first parsha of Shema 
“kabbalas ol malchus shamayim,” accepting the yoke of Hashem. 
In ancient times, when people used oxen for plowing, they 
strapped a wooden yoke over the animals’ necks, using the straps 
to direct them. The yoke symbolizes the willingness to accept 
someone else’s authority.  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)

KRIAS SHEMA:

THE YOKE OF HEAVEN

CREATED BY THE ANI MAAMIN FOUNDATION • Reinforcing belief • Increasing passion • Deepening commitment

call 845 418 2122
or email

info@animaamin.org
for details

Question of the Week
What is the most fundamental way
to show the existence of a Creator?

email your answers to answers@animaamin.org!

(Hint: The answer 
can be found on 

Lecture #2 of the 
Know What to 

Answer Yourself 
series.)

All correct 
answers will 
be entered 
into a raffle! 



the Torah was merely one of their possessions, 
just another one of the things with which they 
occupied themselves. Just another task they 
had to accomplish in life. Just another blessing 
to give thanks for. To them it was not the 
greatest possession of all; in their minds, it took 
no precedence over their other possessions.

The Gemara tells us that Israel was exiled 
because they did not say a bracha before 
learning. Why is this so serious? They saw 
Torah the way they saw any subject, as a science 
like any other. So they learned—but it’s easy to 
err when the bracha is missing.

In learning Torah, our desire should be to 
benefit G-d’s Cause on earth, not our own 
vanity. We should learn, to fulfill the mitzvah of 
the One "Who has sanctified us with His mitzvos 
and commanded us to occupy ourselves with 
words of Torah."  The spirit of this bracha leads 
to the Torah, and the Torah brings us closer to 
our great goal—there is no inherent value in 
learning it otherwise. When the bracha leads 
to the Torah, we feel commitment, for if we 
show the slightest disloyalty to our mission, the 
words we learned would reproach: "You knew 
Me, and nevertheless you left Me!"

With this bracha in mind, there will be no gap 
between theory and practice, between learning 
and yiras shamayim. The hearts of those 
learning and teaching Torah will have only one 
wish: vehaarev na, make the Torah sweet, so its 
spirit penetrates the people.

In remembering Jerusalem’s fall, we can elevate 
ourselves, to make knowledge of the Torah 
once more our own—as long as this knowledge 
is cultivated only in the spirit of the Birchas 
Hatorah. This spirit, whose absence paved the 
way for Jerusalem's fall, will cause it to rise 
again. 

WOE TO THE CHILDREN
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

There are many mitzvos that can only be fulfilled when we have a Beis 

Hamikdash, among them aliyah l’regel, bikkurim, and eating maaser sheni in 

Yerushalayim.  But the Beis Hamikdash was not just a place where we could 

fulfill these mitzvos and offer korbanos. The experience was nothing short of 

electrifying.

The Beis Hamikdash had a special quality: when a person entered, he could feel 

the presence of the Shechinah as if with his senses. There was no need to use the 

imagination; it was as if one could actually perceive the Shechinah with his own 

two eyes, and be aware that Hashem was watching. The chachamim tell us that 

we came to the Beis Hamikdash “to see and to be seen.”

A story in the Gemara relates that the tanna Rabbi Yossi once entered the ruins 

of Yerushalayim to daven. Eliyahu Hanavi waited by the door for him to finish, 

then asked if Rabbi Yossi had heard anything inside the ruin.

“I heard a heavenly voice declare, ‘Woe to the children, for whose sins I 

destroyed My house, burnt My palace and exiled them among the nations,’” 

Rabbi Yossi answered.

Eliyahu said to him, "By your very life—not only this time, but every day, three 

times, that voice says this. Not only that, but whenever klal Yisrael enters the 

shuls and batei midrash and says ‘Yisgadal v’yiskadash shmei rabbah,’ He shakes 

His head [sadly] and says, ‘How fortunate is the king who is praised this way in 

his own house! What does a father who has exiled His children have? Woe to the 

children who have been exiled from their father's table!’”

And that is what a visit to the Bais Hamikdash was: like returning home to sit at 

our heavenly Father's table. The closeness we felt is indescribable.

Hashem is waiting for us to return. Our task is to make it happen. This is what 

we long for on Tisha B'Av.  

AN APPLE A DAY

Why is nutrition so complicated?

The miracle of eating and digestion should not be taken for granted. Take something as simple 
as an apple. It is a healthy fruit, high in fiber and vitamin C, but before it can use the nutrients, 
the body must break them down. It cannot use an apple as it is. It needs to extract what it can use 
and discard the rest. Countless systems, mechanisms and chemical factories are employed in this 
process. In order to get any benefit at all from that apple, the entire body must cooperate.   

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)

To receive this newsletter in your inbox each week, send an email to subscribe@animaamin.org



R e s t o r i n g  t h e  p r i m a c y  o f  C h o s h e n  M i s h p a t
businessWEEKLY

WERDIGER EDITION

By Rabbi Meir Orlian

We were asked 
two similar 
questions:
1) I asked a 

friend to purchase a garment for me with 
his credit card and said I would repay him. 
He ordered the item and when he gave it 
to me I immediately realized that they had 
sent the wrong size. I left it with my friend 
to return. He called the seller and they 
acknowledged their error and informed 
him that they would ship the correct size. 
My friend then inquired who would have to 
pay for the garment to be shipped back and 
they told him that he did not have to ship 
it back. 
Q: Who gets the “extra” garment? Do 
I get to keep it since I was the original 
customer, or perhaps it should go to my 
friend who was the one who actually 
ordered the garment?
2) I asked my friend to purchase a pair of 
shoes for me. The company shipped the 
correct size, but when the shoes arrived I 
wasn’t happy with the style; since the seller 
has a generous return policy, I decided to 
return them and asked my friend to send 
them back to the company and have the 
purchase price refunded to his credit card. 
When he contacted the company, they told 
him that they would refund his money and 
he need not return the shoes.
Q: Who gets to keep the pair of shoes? Do 
I get them since I was the customer who 
wanted to purchase them, or does my 
friend, since he was the one who actually 
made the purchase?
A: Generally, when one sends an agent 
to make a purchase on his behalf, even 
if the agent pays for the item with his 
own money it belongs to the principal 
who sent him. The guiding principle is 
shelucho shel adam k’moso — a person’s 

“I need a loan of $10,000,” Mr. Levy said to his 
wealthy acquaintance Reuven Gold. “Are you willing 
to lend me that sum for one year?”
“I have to check,” said Mr. Gold.

A week later Mr. Gold notified Mr. Levy that he would grant him the loan. “I would like a proper 
loan document drafted, though,” he said.
“Of course,” replied Mr. Levy. “A sum like this must be properly documented.”
When Mr. Levy came to receive the money, Mr. Gold showed him the loan document.
“It says that Mr. Dovid Gold lent…,” said Mr. Levy. “Who is Dovid Gold?”
“Dovid is my brother,” Mr. Gold replied.
“What does he have to do with this?” asked Mr. Levy. “Is the money his?”
“No, the money is mine; the $10,000 check is drawn from my account,” said Mr. Gold. “However, 
for various reasons, I prefer that the loan document be made out in my brother’s name.”
“Either way is fine with me,” said Mr. Levy.
Mr. Levy signed the loan document listing Dovid as the lender and handed it to Mr. Gold.
A year later, Mr. Gold came with the loan document to collect payment. However, Mr. Levy 
refused to pay.
“The loan document lists Dovid Gold as the lender,” said Mr. Levy. “You have no claim against 
me! Let him come and collect.”
“But I lent you the money; the money was mine!” argued Mr. Gold. “Dovid’s name was listed 
only for reasons of my own. I don’t want to get Dovid involved in this.”
“What’s the difference whose money it was?” said Mr. Levy. “Once the loan document was 
made out to Dovid Gold, you have no 
further claim!”
Mr. Gold summoned Mr. Levy to a din 
Torah before Rabbi Dayan. 
“I lent money to Mr. Levy, but made 
out the loan document in my brother’s 
name, Dovid,” said Mr. Gold. “Do I have 
a claim against Mr. Levy?”
“If there is verification that you lent, 
or if Dovid confirms, you can demand 
payment,” answered Rabbi Dayan. 
“Although Dovid’s name is on the 
document, you remain the lender.”
“Could you please explain?” asked Mr. 
Levy.
“Shulchan Aruch rules, based on Sefer 
Haterumos (51:9:1),” replied Rabbi 
Dayan, “that if Reuven lent money 
to Levi, and at the time of the loan 
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who gets to 
keep it?

did you know?
Buying and/or serving non-kosher 

food in business settings can 
present shailos of benefiting from 
basar b'chalav and shailos of doing 

commerce with neveilos?  

If your business purchases and/
or serves non-kosher food, please 
speak to your Rav or contact the 

Business Halacha Institute for 
guidance.
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agent acts as his alter ego, and thus the 
principal is considered the purchaser. This 
is true even if the agent did not inform the 
merchant that he was purchasing it on 
behalf of another, since we assume that 
the merchant intends to sell it to the one 
who pays for it. When the agent uses his 
own money to make the purchase, it is 
assumed that he is loaning those funds to 
the principal and thus it is the principal’s 
money that is used to make the purchase 
(See Shach, C.M. 183:2; Ketzos 4; Nesivos 2. 
Cf. Igros Moshe, C.M. 1:48).
In the first question the seller sent 
the wrong item. This means that the 
transaction never took effect and thus the 
first garment shipped never belonged to 
the principal. Even if the principal would 
have to repay the agent (e.g., if, for some 
reason, he could not get a refund), that 
obligation does not prove that the garment 
belongs to him. That obligation stems from 
the fact that he guaranteed the agent that 
he would reimburse him for any expenses 
that he incurred (arev). Clearly, then, the 
principal never owned the garment, and 
thus the agent may keep the garment for 
himself.
In the second question, there was nothing 
wrong or defective with the shoes. 
Therefore, the principal became the owner 
of the shoes when the agent received 
them. The store’s return policy constitutes 
a right granted by the merchant to cancel 
the transaction. When the agent calls the 
merchant on behalf of the principal to 
exercise his right to cancel the transaction, 
the original purchase is canceled and the 
shoes no longer belong to the principal 
(C.M. 200:11; cf. Divrei Mishpat 186:2). 
Consequently, when the merchant decided 
not to take back the shoes, the agent may 
take them for himself.

money matters

instructed Levi to write the loan document in Shimon’s name but Reuven handed it to Levi, 
Reuven can collect the loan from Levi” (C.M. 60:9).
“What is this based on?” asked Mr. Levy.
“Sefer Haterumos derives this from the Gemara (B.K. 102b) that a person can purchase a field, 
even if the document is made out in the name of another,” replied Rabbi Dayan. 
“Sefer Haterumos explains that if the lender informed the borrower that the loan is from him, 
clearly he can collect. Even if the lender didn’t inform the borrower, the lender can collect, 
since the money was his; the lender doesn’t need the borrower’s explicit intent to become 
obligated to him. 
“Sefer Haterumos concludes that even if Shimon were to claim that Reuven (the lender) 
thereby awarded him the loan, it does not become his, since Reuven did not indicate that he 
granted Shimon the money that was loaned.”
“Is the same then true of a sales document made out in someone else’s name?” asked Mr. 
Levy.
“Nesivos (60:19) writes that there remains a difference,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “If at the 
time of purchase the buyer simply said that he is purchasing on behalf of Shimon, Shimon 
acquires the property, since a person can acquire property on behalf of another even with 
his own money” (C.M. 190:4).
“Nesivos further adds,” concluded Rabbi Dayan, “that if there is no verification that Reuven 
lent the money, and Shimon were to claim that the document is his but was entrusted to 
Reuven, Shimon would be believed, since it is written in his name.”

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com
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An Inheritance Case
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita

Q: The deceased had no children and died intestate. His surviving relatives were: an aged 
mother; a sister; a brother; a niece from another brother who had already passed away; 
and two nephews and a niece from a paternal half-brother who had also passed away. 
In the absence of a will, how is the inheritance divided according to classic Halachah?
A: We previously mentioned that inheritance follows paternal family. Thus, the mother 
does not inherit from her son, instead the male paternal siblings of the deceased inherit.
Similarly, daughters do not inherit when there are sons, nor sisters when there 
are brothers. However, a daughter takes the place of her deceased father when 
he has no sons (C.M. 276:1-4).
Therefore, the inheritance is shared by the brother and the children of the two 
deceased brothers, who take their place.
The surviving brother receives his third of the inheritance. The niece from the other 
brother receives her father’s third, since she has no brothers. The two nephews from 
the half-brother share the remaining third, one-sixth to each.
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Now You Know 
This week is called Shabbos Chazon, 
the Sabbath of vision, after the 
Haftarah portion we read which 
begins, “Chazon Yeshayahu, the 

Vision of Isaiah.” 

The Haftarah is chanted to the 
haunting melody of the lamentations 
of Tisha B’Av, except for a few verses 

which speak of HaShem’s acceptance 
of our repentance. 

The Navi discusses the depths to 
which we’ve fallen, compounding sin 

upon sin, apathy upon ignorance. The 
mournful tune reminds us that this is 
not a scolding or reprimand, but a 
sad lament over the fate of a nation 

once destined for the pinnacle of 
Mankind’s greatness. 

We practiced our Judaism to be sure, 
maintaining the Sabbaths and the 

sacrifices. But the problem was that it 
was “our” Judaism, on our own terms, 
not on G-d’s. We didn’t serve Him for 
His sake, but for our own. 

The Haftarah adjures us to change 
our perspective, to see things 
through HaShem’s eyes. It urges us 
to abandon our wickedness and our 

false sense of grandeur; to realize 
that we are far from HaShem. 

It also declares that it’s not too late to 
change it. Though our sins have 

become habit and second nature, 
HaShem is willing to cleanse us and 
take us back, if we only choose to see 
things His way. 

Thought of the week: 

One day you’ll be just a 
memory for some people. Try 
to make it a good one. 

(WK-HK:A OYRBD) „...TWLEL OTYBA ALW .WNL ITN WNQLA ÂH RwA JRAH HBWU WRMAYW...‰ 
“And they said, “The land that HaShem is giving us is very good,” but you didn’t 
want to go up and you rebelled against the word of G-d...” (Devarim 1:25-26) 

Sefer Devarim is called Mishneh Torah, a “recap” of the Torah, for in it Moshe repeats the 
history of the Jewish People and reviews the laws they were given to live by. Often, Moshe 
merely hinted to events so as not to embarrass the Jews. They would get the message 
without having to put it in black and white. 

Here, Moshe recalls the occurrence of the spies, and the tragic circumstances that resulted 
from those events. He says that the people wanted spies and he acquiesced. When the 
report came back that the land was good, the Jews balked and chose not to enter the land. 

Rashi says that the good report came from the two spies Kalev and Yehoshua. The 
Ramban quotes this and asks an obvious question. True, two spies brought back a good 
report, but TEN spies argued with them! Why on earth should it be expected that the Jews 
would listen to two men over ten men?! 

He answers that since HaShem had already told them it was a good land, and now these 
righteous men, Yehoshua and Kalev, concurred based on their sojourn there, that should 
have been sufficient to outweigh the words of the ten spies, especially since they spoke out 
of ulterior motives. 

Further, says the Ramban, even though the ten spies agreed the land was good, when 
they saw that Yehoshua and Kalev were encouraging the people and telling them they 
could inherit the land, the ten spies went behind Moshe’s back and frightened the people 
by saying that they were too weak to defeat the Canaanites.  

Essentially, what these men did was undermine the faith of the Jewish People. Moshe said, 
“HaShem will fight for you,” but the spies said, “It won’t be enough. There’s no way we can 
overcome them.” Ultimately, it was the weakened faith that was the downfall of Klal Yisrael. 

This paradigm teaches us a lesson for the ages. Wherever we go, we will find detractors 
and people who seek to undermine our faith for whatever reason. They may believe they 
are being intellectually honest, or they may be honest enough to admit they have selfish 
reasons for not wanting others to believe. Either way, we must not be led astray by the nay-
sayers regardless of how numerous they are. As long as we have righteous people who 
keep the faith, we should follow them and trust in HaShem. 

This is what Rashi was telling us. “You had tzaddikim showing you the right way, yet you 
ignored them and chose to believe that G-d’s power was limited.” It was not ten against 
two, because they were not equally trustworthy. We must be vigilant, therefore, to find 
those who will strengthen our faith for that will enable us to be lifted up once more. 

The Gemara in Gitin recounts the terrifying story of Kamtza and Bar Kamtza. A fellow making a 
party wanted to invite his friend Kamtza. The messenger inadvertently delivered the invitation to 
Bar Kamtza, who was this fellow’s enemy. 

When the host saw him, he yelled for him to get out. Embarrassed, Bat Kamtza offered to pay 
for his meal, for half the banquet, even for the entire thing, if only he’d be allowed to stay. 

The host was adamant and eventually Bar Kamtza hatched a plot that led to the destruction of 
the Bais HaMikdash. He was angry that no one had stood up to defend his embarrassment. It 
wouldn’t have taken a majority of rabbis there to speak up – just a single righteous voice would 
have prevented the calamitous results of their silence.   (h/t to Shloimy Schwartzberg for the inspiration.) 
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Mrs. Leeba (Lila) Kizelnik 
(Babbie Leeba) ob”m 

BA OXNM A‰Y UYYCRAY 
From her loving family, who 

still think of her often. 
 

I have faith in you. 

You can do it. 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   
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on the ParshaParshas Devarim
R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

The Ran explains that during the times 
of first Bais Ha’Mikdash, the Jews were 
constantly learning Torah. For that rea-

son, no one could understand why we were 
exiled. HASHEM, Who knows man’s heart, 
explained, “Yes, they were learning, but Torah 
wasn’t precious to them. They didn’t view it as 
a mitzvah, but rather as any academic subject.” 
This is what Rav Yehudah means by saying that 
they didn’t make a blessing before they learned. 
This Ran is very difficult to understand. One 
of the axiomatic principles in Judaism is that 
Torah study, even when it is not lishma, re-
turns a person to HASHEM. Learning el-
evates a man and purifies his soul. So if they 
were learning, why didn’t it affect them?  

³ WHY AREN’T ALL 
SCIENTISTS BELIEVERS?

The Rambam writes that the way a person 
comes to love Hashem is by studying nature. 
“When a man sees the limitless wisdom of the 
world, immediately he will love, praise, hon-
or, and passionately wish to know Hashem.” 
(Rambam. Yesodei Torah 2:2)  
According to this Rambam, every biologist 
should be G-d fearing, and every physicist 
should be intensely religious. After all, they 
spend their lives studying nature. Yet, while 
many scientists do believe in a Creator, many 
don’t. University campuses are filled with peo-
ple who spend their lives examining the natu-
ral world and don’t see G-d anywhere in the 
picture. If studying nature brings one to love 
Hashem, why doesn’t it work for those people?  

³ THE ANSWER TO THIS IS 
BASED ON INTENTIONS. 

If one approaches the issue with an open mind, 
the truth is incontrovertible. The world screams 
out – it was created. The manifest wisdom, the 
intricate design, and the care and forethought 
that went into every part of Creation is so clear 
that any thinking person will recognize that a 
great, mighty and wise Creator brought it forth. 
It is beyond a shadow of a doubt.  
If, however, a person’s starting position is, “I 
can accept anything, but not G-d. Don’t con-
fuse me with the facts – my mind is made 
up,” then nothing will convince him. All of 
the proofs will fall on deaf ears; all of the evi-
dence will be ignored. And he can look out 
at a wonder filled world and not see a thing. 
This is free will – the ability to believe what I 
want to believe, because I want to believe it, 
irrespective of the truth and without regard to 
the facts. Even the most powerful tool won’t 
force me to change. 

³ A RELIGIOUS OR AN 
ACADEMIC ACT?

This seems to be the answer to the Ran. The 
Torah has the power to change man, provided 
he wants to change. If he approaches the Torah 
as a religious act, as something that will bring 
him closer to HASHEM, then his learning 
will infuse his soul with holiness, and he will 
change. Even if his goal is to serve HASHEM 
for honor, he is using a spiritual nutrient, and 
the Torah will change him. Eventually, he will 
become pure. 

If, however, a person pursues the Torah as an 
academic exercise — whether to acquire wis-
dom or to climb the social ladder — then he 
isn’t studying HASHEM’s holy Torah. He is 
engaged in a course of ethics or physics or 
mental gymnastics. It is no longer a spiritual 
activity, and after he learns, he will remain the 
same as he was before.   

This seems to be what HASHEM said. Yes, the 
Jews were learning – but for the wrong reasons. 
They were learning for honor. Learning to be-
come wise. Learning for social status. And so, 
even though they were constantly involved in 
Torah study, it didn’t have its normal effect. It 
didn’t change them, and it didn’t protect them. 

³ THE STATE OF THE UNION

These words have particular implications in 
our times. 

If this was 1945 and you and I were surveying 
the state of the Jewish nation, the prognosis 
would be grim. While Hitler didn’t succeed in 
liquidating the Jewish people, he did succeed 
in decimating the great Torah centers of Eu-
rope. Gone were the yeshivas of Poland and 
Russia. Gone were the batei midrashim on ev-

ery street corner of the shtetl, and gone were 
countless Torah scholars. America, the melting 
pot of assimilation, housed but a few fledgling 
yeshivas – all understaffed, underfunded, and 
poorly attended. Any intelligent person would 
have concluded: the Torah nation is dead. 

Yet that isn’t what we see. Today, Torah flour-
ishes as never before. Yeshivas. Bais Yaakovs. 
Kollels. Young people. Old people. Jews from 
every walk of life. Torah learning seems to in-
crease on a daily basis. Some argue that in the 
course of our history, we have never had so 
many young men learning full time. 

And that is the good news. 

³ WHERE IS THE YIRAS 
SHMAYIM TODAY?

If, however, you watch many of our yeshiva 
graduates daven, or see their conduct in the 
business world, or listen to them speak with 
insolence and disrespect, you might wonder. 
“What is lacking? Where are we going wrong?” 

The answer may well be the reason behind 
why we learn. 

How many young men remain in yeshiva be-
cause it’s “the thing to do” or because “I want 
to get a good shidduch?” How many people 
want a son-in-law in kollel because that’s 
what’s respected and expected? 

Recently, the menahel of a prestigious yeshiva 
did a survey of the seventh grade boys. He asked 
a simple question: “Why do you learn?” The an-
swers were telling. “Because I want to get into 
a good high school.” “Because my father wants 
me to.” “Because I have to.” Everything but, 
“Because it will bring me closer to HASHEM.”

It seems that while our yeshivas are doing a 
fine job educating the next generation, there 
is something lacking. Our boys come out flu-
ent in the mesechta – but are they taught to 
love HASHEM? Our girls come out knowing 
every Ramban in Chumash, but do they love 
the mitzvahs? Are they shown how to work on 
their character traits?  We are teaching Tosfos, 
but are we teaching Yiras Shamayim?

³ WE ARE SO CLOSE 

The ironic part is that after all that we have 
been through, not only have we survived, we 
have recreated a Torah nation. And we are 
so close. So many of the ingredients needed 
for the final redemption are in place. If we 
could just add in this one vital piece — yiras 
Shmayim — then together we would finally 
end this long and bitter exile 
and welcome Moshiach.

Are We 
Teaching Yiras 

Shamayim?
g

“For what sin was the land lost? This question 
was asked to the wise men and to the prophets. 
No one could answer until HASHEM Himself 

said, ‘Because they left My Torah.’. Rav Yehudah 
said in the name of Rav, ‘because they didn’t 

make the blessings before they studied.’”
— Nedarim 81a —
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Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America 

 לרפו״ש ר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה, ור׳ אלטר חיים בן יהודית, ור׳ ברוך מרדכי בן טעסיל, ור׳ אברהם בן רחל, ור׳ מתתיהו חיים בן עטיל  
 ולרפו״ש לאה בת שרה ריבא, ורחל בת חיה ביילא בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 

Yahrtzeits of our 
 ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְשָרֵאל

 י״א מנחם אב
5597 - 5667 
1837 - 1907 

ּבלָאזר זַַצ״ל יְִצָחק ר׳ , affectionately known as ר׳

 was born in Shnipissok, a suburb ,ִאיְצֶלה ֶפֶטרּבּורגֶר
of Vilna, Lithuania to ר׳ ְשֹלמֹה and ִאיָטה. At the 
age of 14, his father printed a פֵּרּוש that ר׳ ִאיְצֶלה 

had written on גְָמָרא ָּבָבא ַקָמא. At age 15, he married, 
settling in Kovno, and became a ַתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק of  ל ר׳ יְִשָראֵּ

 s letters which he’ֶרִּבי He transcribed many of his .ַסַלנְֶטר
published as ל ֶפר אֹור יְִשָראֵּ  ָרב In 1862, he was appointed .סֵּ
of St. Petersburg. For sixteen years he fought valiantly 
against the ַמְשִכיִלים and wrote ְפִרי יְִצָחק. He returned to 
Kovno to give ִשעּוִרים and spread the מּוָסר teachings of 
his ֶרִּבי. Together with the ַאלטֶער מ׳נֹובַהָרדֹוק, he travelled 

to יְִשיַבת ְסַלּבֹוְדָקה and ֶקלם to teach the רּוסָ ֶדֶרְך ַהמ . In 
1904, he emigrated to ל  .ֶאֶרץ יְִשָראֵּ

  

 

 

 

Understanding ן ַהַביִת  ֻחְרבָּ
 לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

In תֹוַרת ָהעֹוָלה, the רמ״א writes that when נְבּוַכְדנֶאַצר came 
to destroy the ית ַהִמְקָדש  ,the Greek philosopher, Plato ּבֵּ
joined him. Plato met יְִרְמיָהּו crying bitterly by the ruins of 
the ית ַהִמְקָדש  and asked him 2 questions: 1) Is it ּבֵּ
befitting for a man of your intelligence to cry over 
stones? 2) The building is already in ruins … what good 
are your tears now? יְִרְמיָהּו replied by asking him to list all 
his complicated philosophical questions. Plato listed his 
top most difficult questions. יְִרְמיָהּו answered them all. 
Plato was dumbfounded! Then יְִרְמיָהּו cried, “All my 
wisdom I derived from these stones! Regards my crying 
about the past, you will never understand it!” It was not 
for Plato to appreciate that the more we think about the 

loss of the ית ַהִמְקָדש  the greater our joy at the time ,ּבֵּ
of the redemption - !ָרה   ְּבִביַאת ַהָמִשיַח ִּבְמהֵּ

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah 
(with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 

יָכה ֶאָשא ְלַבִדי ָטְרֲחֶכם   ְוִריְבֶכם )ְדָבִרים א:יב(… אֵּ  

 How can I alone bear your burdensome difficulties … and your quarrels? 

יָכה contrast the word ֲחזַ״ל   who also used ,נְִביִאים how, in this same context, to the painful cry of the later ,אֵּ

the word יָכה י ִמְקָדש of the חּוְרָּבן when they were referring to the אֵּ א The .ָּבתֵּ  differently than the ָפסּוק leins this ַּבַעל קֹורֵּ

others, singing it to the tune of יָכה יָכה ,The obvious connection is the single word .ִתְשָעה ְּבָאב which is read on ,אֵּ   .אֵּ

 The גְָר״א suggests a deeper connection between the מֶֹשה .ְפסּוִקים says the word ְלַבִדי, alone. Another form of 

יָכה is found in ְלַבִדי יָכה יְָשָבה ָבָדד — ְמגִיַלת אֵּ  is the common essence of ,ָגאֹון How the city sits in solitude. This, says the ,אֵּ

the tragedy of ִתְשָעה ְּבָאב and מֶֹשה’s lament. Both had similarities as regards to feeling of loneliness. Being a leader of a 

 community, is an awesome responsibility, but it is easier to accept those responsibilities when one knows that ,ְקִהָלה

he has the full support and encouragement of his ְקִהָלה. The role is significantly easier to bear when the leader does 

not feel that he is alone. When a leader makes decisions that are appealing, he is a popular leader. When the rulings 

are controversial, because they do not exactly meet the likings of the people, suddenly the same leader is under 

siege. He now finds himself with a difficult feeling of being alone. 

 was not complaining about the burdens of leadership. He was addressing the fact that it is lonely at מֶֹשה 

the top. מֶֹשה was able to bear the burden of the problems of ל לonly to the extent that ְכַלל יְִשָראֵּ  were able to ְכַלל יְִשָראֵּ

understand his position. מֶֹשה did not need this support. He was quite capable of directing the affairs of ל  .ְכַלל יְִשָראֵּ

 was a leader, and yet, as he painfully says, even he felt alone. As a leader of the nation that left the slavery of מֶֹשה

 .he had to deal with many different situations that were sometimes unpleasant for the people to accept ,ִמְצַריִם

 The נִָביא laments a similar condition in יְרּוָשַליִם. People who were in distress were left to care for 

themselves. Nobody else was concerned with helping other people with their day-to-day issues. 

 There are lonely people in every community who do not seek any ְצָדָקה or gifts. They yearn only for a little 

bit of friendship—a “hello”, a quick visit on ַשָּבת, someone to share their joy and pain. They do not want to be alone. 

We must make an honest effort to alleviate their loneliness. 

 ַשָּבת of the year. This ַשָּבת and it is the saddest ,ִתְשָעה ְּבָאב before ַשָּבת is always read on the ַפְרַשת ְדָבִרים 

carries a special message of loneliness: יָכה יְָשָבה ָבָדד  .How the city sits alone ,אֵּ

 This year, more than ever, ֵאל  is an appropriate time to reflect about ַשבָּת This .גָּלּות is so alone in ,ְכַלל יְִשרָּ

others, especially those who are lonely, and to uplift their spirits. May the world witness the Unity of ד׳, His 

special nation and the ה  .speedily in our time ,ּתֹורָּ

 

 

ּבלָאזר זַַצ״ל יְִצָחק ר׳  was 
one of the most famous of the 
legendary ַתְלִמיִדים of ל ר׳ יְִשָראֵּ

 ָגאֹון He was equally a .ַסַלנְֶטר זַַצ״ל
in every level of תֹוָרה as he was 
in his ֲעבֹוַדת ד׳. He would write 
his yearly ַקָּבלֹות, resolutions. 
They were as profound as they 
were deceptively simple. A 
sampling of the written ַקָּבלֹות 
that were found: To review, 
constantly, the first ָסִעיף in  ְלָחן שֻׁ

 before ד׳ I put]… ִשִויִתי ד׳ — ָערּוְך
me constantly]… ַאֲהַבת ַהְּבִריאֹות. 
To try each day to do some 
kindness… to train to think and 
be calm before uttering a word 

and speaking... 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל
 לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל

 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א

  

 

PAI NEWS 
 

Due to tragic events taking 

place in ארץ ישראל and around 

the world, please try to say 

extra תהלים for אחינו בני ישראל in 

all of our תפלות and before/

after all of our learning and 

doing מצות. Every תפלה counts! 

In the זכות of the collective 

 

 This week’s learning program is dedicated: 

 לרפואה שלמה לר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה שליט״א

  This week’s issue/Pirchei Learning Program are dedicated 

 לע״נ הבחור הנחמד ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן

נפטר כ״ז תמוז ה׳ תשס״טיבלחט״א ר׳ יצחק צבי שליט״א   

 

ק ר׳ בלָאזר )ִאיְצֶלה ֶפֶטרבּורֶגר( זַַצ״ל יְִצחָּ  

 

 
 

For Locality Only 

  
 הדלקת נרות עש״ק

 
סוף זמן 

 קריאת שמע 

 סוף זמן תפלה 

 שקיעה 

  מוצש״ק 
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 בס״ד
 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל

 לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל
 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י

 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א



 

 :Questions of the week ַרִש״י 
1. From where did מֶֹשה learn the idea of extending the offer for peace 

even though the offer would be ignored? 
2. Why does it say ָּבזַזְנּו — we looted, spelled with two ז’s — by the 

spoil of ִסיחֹון and ַּבּזֹונּו — we looted, with one ז — by the spoil of עֹוג? 

Answers 

1. At the time of ה׳ ,ַמַתן תֹוָרה first offered the תֹוָרה to the other nations even 
though He knew they would ignore the offer (2:26 — ד״ה ִמִמְדַבר ְקֵדמֹות). 

 had so much from ְּבנֵּי יְִשָראֵּל .which means disgusted ,ִּבזָיֹון is from the root ַּבּזֹונּו .2
the spoils of the war with ִסיחֹון, that they only took the gold and silver from the 
spoils of (2:34 — ד״ה ְמִתם) עֹוג. 

For sponsorship or comments, please call: 718 972 2188 or Fax: 718 506 9633. 

 

יֶכם ִהְרָּבה ֶאְתֶכם י ַהָשַמיִם ָלרֹב )ְדָבִרים א:י(…ה׳ ֱאֹלקֵּ ְככֹוְכבֵּ  
 your G-d, has increased you… like the stars of the heavens in ,ה׳ 
abundance. 
 This ָפסּוק implies that there is an advantage for ל  in becoming ְכַלל יְִשָראֵּ
great in numbers. However, מֶֹשה explicitly tells the people, ֻרְּבֶכם ִמָכל ָהַעִמים ָחַשק ֹלא מֵּ

 — desire you ה׳ Not because you are numerous over all the people did —  ה׳ ָּבֶכם
 He choose you because you are the least — ַויְִבַחר ָּבֶכם ִכי ַאֶתם ַהְמַעט ִמָכל ָהַעִמים
amongst the nations (ְדָבִרים ז:ז). This seems to contradict our ָפסּוק. 
 The ְשַפת ֶאֶמת explains that ה׳ choose ל  because they have two ְכַלל יְִשָראֵּ
unique qualities. When they are learning the תֹוָרה, they have a spiritual strength 
that is more powerful than any other nation. This lifts them above the rest of the 
nations of the world. The word ִהְרָּבה  increase, refers to their spiritual increase. This 
is the uniqueness of ל  But, even though they are empowered with this .ְכַלל יְִשָראֵּ
great strength, ל  also has another unusual quality. They have the ability to ְכַלל יְִשָראֵּ
humble themselves more than any other nation. ַהְמַעט ִמָכל ָהַעִמים means they can 
lower themselves more than any nation. When these two qualities work closely 
together, ל  .reaches its highest level ְכַלל יְִשָראֵּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 There is an almost universal custom that, prior to י  we call on the ,ָכל נְִדרֵּ
most respected members of the shul to open the ָארֹון קֶֹדש and remove the  י ִסְפרֵּ

 is perhaps the most awe-inspiring moment יֹום ִכפּור This opening ceremony of .תֹוָרה
of the entire year. Dressed in their kittels and יִתים  the congregants are ,ַטלֵּ
reminiscent of a gathering of ַמְלָאִכים. But perhaps no one resembled a ַמְלַאְך more 
than the great Satmar Rebbe, ל  Teitelbaum. His cherubic face and demeanor ר׳ יֹואֵּ
evoked the image of a ַמְלַאְך even without the accompanying kittel and ַטִלית, and 
setting of the י  ָרב service. But with the added ambiance, the Satmar יֹום ִכפּור ָכל נְִדרֵּ
radiated purity and saintliness. 
 Thousands of people flocked to Williamsburg for יֹום ִכפּור, to bask in the 
Satmar ָרב’s presence and to observe how he conducted himself on the holiest day 
of the year. But even those people who came every year will never forget one 
particularly moving and extraordinary י  .ָכל נְִדרֵּ
 It was 1960. As usual, the י תֹוָרה  were about to be removed from the ִסְפרֵּ
 The .ָארֹון קֶֹדש dressed in white approached the ,ָרב Suddenly the Satmar .ָארֹון קֶֹדש
ֶפר תֹוָרה  As he embraced and kissed .ָרב and given to the ַגַּבאי was removed by the סֵּ
it, he turned to the massive crowd. Although his speech was barely audible, the 
sentiment he expressed will remain etched in the hearts of all those who witnessed 
it. He did not speak to his ַחִסיִדים; rather, he addressed the תֹוָרה itself. 
 Please — זַײ מֹוחֵּל ,I beg you, my sweet brother — ִאיְך ּבֶעט ִדיר זִיסֶע ּבִרידֶער“ 
forgive us, װָאס אּונז הָאּבן ִדיר ַאזֹוי ְמַביֵּש גֶעווֶען — that we embarrassed you so very 
much.” He begged the תֹוָרה for forgiveness as if he were asking his good friend to 
forgive him. His words were peppered with emotional sobbing for not having lived 
up to his friend’s expectations. 
 He continued: “The Talmud (.ָּבָבא ְמִציָעא ג) states that a debtor does not 
have the audacity to face his creditor. We admit that we owe you, dear brother, 
And although we have not repaid you before יֹום ִכפּור, we promise we will pay you 
back.” Again his words became inaudible. All that the crowd was able to hear were 
the sobbing heaves of their angelic leader. He concluded, “So please go back up to 
our זִיסֶע טַאטֶע ִאין ִהימל and tell him to have ַרֲחָמנּות on us during this time of tragedy 
and need. And tell Him that if you look around you will see that we are not the 
worst nation out there. No other nation was willing to care for you, our  טַײֶערֶע

 .only we were ,ּבִרידֶער
 Nothing else of what the Satmar ָרב said that unforgettable evening was 

heard, as he buried his head beneath his ַטִלית onto the ֶפר תֹוָרה  And the two .סֵּ
brothers cried on each other’s shoulders. 

 *The ץ ַחיִים  by reviewing the suggestion of saving money ֶפֶרק begins this ָחפֵּ
to be used specifically for ְצָדָקה and ֶחֶסד. It is easier to give away ר  from ַמֲעשֵּ
the profits earned if the funds are set aside. The ץ ַחיִים  ⅔ recommends ָחפֵּ

of the money be used for ְצָדָקה and the remaining ⅓ for ֶחֶסד. If a sizable amount has 
accumulated for ֶחֶסד and there is likely to be no more foreseeable need, then the ר  ַמֲעשֵּ
funds should all be allocated for ְצָדָקה. Although the main use of ר  money should be ַמֲעשֵּ
for giving ְצָדָקה, lending funds to an ָענִי who needs it is also considered ְצָדָקה.    
 *This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Review of the ֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד  .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵּ

A Loving Kindness Moment:  חלק ב׳ פרק י״ח:א —ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד  

The ָחפֵּץ ַחיִים quotes from the  ַאֹור זָרּוע that one may ’test’ ד׳ by giving money for ְצָדָקה and asking for ְּבָרָכה. 
The ָחפֵּץ ַחיִים continues that the main purpose of ר  based on) תֹוָרה is to assist those who toil in learning ַמֲעשֵּ

a ִמְדָרש ַתנְחּוָמא in ה ר Nowadays, one should designate .(ָפָרַשת ְראֵּ   .learning תֹוָרה to support ַמֲעשֵּ

  

Living with the Torah 
An Angelic Brother 

Adapted from: One Shining Moment (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of 

the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
  ִהְלכֹות ִעְנָיֵני ְדיֹוָמא: ֵבין ַהְמָצִרים

 One may eat other foods after the ְסעּוַדת ַהַמְפֶסֶקת if one did not have 
in mind at ִּבְרַכת ַהָמזֹון to begin the ַתֲענִית. It is preferable to verbalize, 
“I do not intend to begin the ַתֲענִית!”  

 One may not greet one’s friend on ִתְשָעה ְּבָאב. This includes even the 
customary “Good morning/afternoon/evening!” 

   
When R' Itzele Peterberger זַַצ״ל journeyed to ל  he ,ֶאֶרץ יְִשָראֵּ
gave a simple speech at the welcoming ceremony, “ ִּביז יֶעצט

ן ד: ִדי ִליפן אּון ִדי צײֵּ  — הָאּב ִאיְך גֶעהַאט צװײֵּ ְשִמירֹות אֹויף מַײנֶע רײֵּ
Until now, the words leaving my mouth used to have two 
guards: the lips and the teeth. —  יֶעצט ַאז ִאיְך ִּבין ַאלט אּון ִאיְך הָאּב

ן ְשִמיָרה, קֶען ִאיְך מֶער נִישט רֶעדן ן, אּון ִמיט נָאר אײֵּ ן צײֵּ  — נִישט קײֵּ
Now that I am an old man with no teeth and with only one 

guard, I can no longer speak!”  

Sage Sayings 
Source: Heard from Rabbi Yanofsky שליט״א 

 

 

 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
Story adapted from ִשעּור from R' Avrohom Pam זַַצ״ל  

 

Dear Talmid, 
ּבלָאזר זַַצ״ל יְִצָחק ר׳    was the ָרב of Petersburg, the capital of 
Russia at the time. This position of high authority was not his choice. 
He was pushed into the position by his ֶרִּבי, R' Yisroel Salanter זַַצ״ל. 
 When ר׳ ִאיְצֶלה wanted to get ַהְסָכמֹות for the ֶפר  he ,ְפִרי יְִצָחק ,סֵּ
sent his writings to two ְגדֹוִלים from a different region, R' Shlomo Kluger 
in Brody and R' Yosef Shaul Natansohn, the famed ִשיב ל ּומֵּ  .of L'vov שֹואֵּ
He did not request any ַהְסָכמֹות from the ְגדֹוִלים of Lita, where he lived. 
He was afraid that the local ְגדֹוִלים might write praise about him, while 
these two ְגדֹוִלים hopefully did not know him, and would keep their 
comments focused on the ֶפר   .סֵּ
 Once, the city hosted a convention of many of the leading 
י ַהדֹור ית  the ,זַַצ״ל During the convention, R' Yosef Dov Soloveitchik .ְגדֹולֵּ ּבֵּ
ִוי  'mentioned a very difficult question raised by his young son, R ,ַהלֵּ
Chaim. A great תֹוָרה debate broke out among the ְגדֹוִלים who tried to 
answer the question, each one bringing out their amazing breadth of 
knowledge and reasoning abilities. The ִוי ית ַהלֵּ  listened, enjoying the ּבֵּ
back and forth presented by the ַרָּבנִים. He was able to refute many the 
answers. In the end, the ִוי ית ַהלֵּ  offered two brilliant answers, one ּבֵּ
from himself and one from his son R' Chaim. 
 During this whole scene, ר׳ ִאיְצֶלה, the ָרב of the city, just sat 
there quietly. This made the ִוי ית ַהלֵּ  he ָאָדם ָגדֹול wonder what kind of ּבֵּ
was and how he earned such a good reputation. He came home and 
asked that they bring him the ֶפר ִוי The .ְפִרי יְִצָחק ,סֵּ ית ַהלֵּ  went through ּבֵּ
ֶפר s’ר׳ ִאיְצֶלה  As he was reading, he .ְגאֹונִיּות and was impressed by the סֵּ
found the exact question he had posed, with the same two answers he 
proposed.  He remarked, “Such an ָאָדם ָגדֹול! His ְגאֹונִיּות is remarkable, 
but his ַענְְוָתנּות, humility, is even more astonishing!” 
 My ַתְלִמיד, even after his death ר׳ ִאיְצֶלה feared for praise and 
wrote in his will that there should be no ֶהְספֵּד! How fortunate ל  ְכַלל יְִשָראֵּ
is to have such leaders for us to emulate in their ways! 

 יְִהי זְִכרֹו ָּברּוְך!
  ֶרִּבי Your                         ,ְּביְִדידּות
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Parsha Potpourri 
Parshas Devorim – Vol. 12, Issue 39 

Compiled by Ozer Alport 
 
 

)1:1איכה ישבה בדד העיר רבתי עם (איכה   
Parshas Devorim is traditionally read on the Shabbos preceding Tisha B’Av, on which we read 

Megillas Eichah in which Yirmiyahu mourns the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash. Eichah begins by 
questioning how it is possible that Yerushalayim, the city that was once so populous and thriving, now 
sits בדד – all alone, which clearly indicates that the state of being בדד is undesirable and painful.  

However, Rav Yisroel Reisman points out that we also find that when Bilaam was compelled to 
bless the Jewish people, he remarked (Bamidbar 23:9) הן עם לבדד ישכן ובגוים לא יתחשב – behold, they 
are a nation who will dwell alone and will not be reckoned among the nations. Similarly, we find in 
Parshas V’zos HaBeracha (Devorim 33:28) וישכן ישראל בטח בדד – Israel shall dwell securely and in 
solitude. These latter two sources clearly imply that the condition of being בדד is praiseworthy and 
beneficial. How can this be reconciled with Yirmiyahu’s lament of Yerushalayim’s post-destruction status 
as בדד? 

Rav Reisman explains that there are two different types of being alone. In the first form of בדד, a 
person feels completely forlorn and abandoned, and every ache that he experiences is exacerbated due to 
his loneliness. However, there is a second type of בדד, in which a person is so connected to someone else 
that he becomes oblivious to the rest of the world and nothing else matters to him. For example, young 
newlywed couples are often so infatuated with one another that they appear to be in their own bubble, 
blissfully unaware of everything else transpiring around them. This is also a form of בדד, but in contrast 
to the first type of painful loneliness, this second kind is positive and enjoyable. 

Applying this dichotomy to the Jewish people, Bilaam was blessing them that they should reach 
the level of the second type of בדד, in which they are so connected to Hashem and the Torah that ובגוים 
 they view themselves as walled-off and separate, which enables them to shrug off the – לא יתחשב
pernicious influences of the society around them. However, there is also a form of בדד in which we cut 
ourselves off from Hashem and other Jews, and as a result, we are left alone and forlorn with nobody to 
interact with, and it is this situation that Yirmiyahu was lamenting.  

Applying this insight to our own lives, there are some people who are so connected to Torah 
study and prayer that they become בדד, casting aside all other concerns to focus their energies on serving 
Hashem. Sadly, there are others who are so distant from Him that they embody איכה ישבה בדד, and 
whenever they attempt to engage in spiritual pursuits, they become so distracted by everything else going 
on in their lives that they are unable to concentrate. In the summer, they have ample free time for 
relaxation and leisure, yet throughout the year they are never able to find even a spare moment for serious 
Torah study. If we find ourselves in this latter category, at least on Tisha B’Av itself we should cry over 
this very situation of איכה ישבה בדד and how skewed our priorities and values are. Let us utilize the day 
to mourn the sadness of being distant from Hashem, and be inspired by our pain to rectify the disconnect 
by recommitting ourselves to a life of spirituality and closeness to Hashem. 

 
 

לוםאין שאלת שלום לחבירו בתשעה באב, והדיוטות שאינם יודעים ונותנים ש  
)584:20אורח חיים שלחן ערוך משיבים להם בשפה רפה ובכבד ראש (   

Parshas Devorim is normally read on the Shabbos before Tisha B’Av, which commemorates the 
tragic destruction of both Temples. Because Tisha B’Av is a day on which we are supposed to remain 
focused on mourning the unparalleled national suffering that transpired, the Shulchan Aruch rules that if a 
person encounters a friend or acquaintance, he should not greet him, and if the other person is unaware of 
this law and ignorantly extends greetings, one should answer quietly and with difficulty. 
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 Rav Mordechai Druk points out that this ruling seems quite counterintuitive. The Gemora in 
Yoma (9b) teaches that the destruction of the second Beis HaMikdash, which resulted in the exile in 
which we still find ourselves today, was caused by the sin of sinas chinam (baseless hatred), and our 
Sages teach (Yerushalmi Yoma 1:1) that the key to ending this exile and rebuilding the Temple is to 
rectify the sins that led to its destruction. If so, Tisha B’Av would seem to be a day when we should 
specifically be commanded to work on increasing feelings of peace and unity by warmly greeting 
everyone that we encounter. Why on the day that we mourn the catastrophic consequences of divisiveness 
are we told to ignore everyone we meet? 
 To appreciate Rav Druk’s answer, Rav Yisroel Reisman notes that quite frequently, when a 
computer freezes or malfunctions, the simple solution is to turn it off and turn it back on. Very often, a 
simple reboot enables the system to correct itself, and it will immediately begin working properly again. 
Similarly, there is a documented treatment protocol for certain speech impediments which involves 
remaining completely silent for a period of time, at which point a speech therapist begins to reteach the 
correct way to speak and pronounce various letters and sounds. The logic behind this approach is that 
when we act out of habit, we often do things incorrectly. Therefore, just as with the computer, the 
appropriate remedy is to completely shut down the system and enable it to reset, at which point it can be 
consciously “rebooted” and taught to work properly. 
 Applying this concept to Tisha B’Av, Rav Druk explains that quite often, when we encounter and 
greet people, we don’t truly mean what we say. He cites the verse in Yirmiyahu (9:7) which is read as part 
of the Haftorah on Tisha B’Av, in which he criticizes his contemporaries for שלום את רעהו ידבר – 
speaking peace to his friend, while ים ארבוובקרבו יש  – inside of him, he lays a trap and plots an ambush 
against the very person he is treating as his friend. Sadly, greetings today have become hollow, and the 
perfunctory, “How are you doing” has become meaningless. If a naïve person begins to actually respond 
to the query, the questioner will quickly find a reason to excuse himself. Hashem despises such hypocrisy, 
and therefore on Tisha B’Av we engage in a reset process in which we intentionally do not greet others. 
This is intended to enable us to reflect upon the meaning of true empathy and concern for others, which 
will enable us to “reboot” and consciously begin anew the following day, with a newfound appreciation 
of the importance of sincerely and genuinely greeting another Jew. 
 
 

Parsha Point to Ponder (and sources which discuss it): 
 

1) Rashi writes (1:1) that Moshe mentioned the words Di Zahav - abundance of gold - to hint to the 
sin of the golden calf, which was produced because of the large amount of gold that they had. 
Rashi writes (Shemos 32:31) that Moshe argued that Hashem indirectly caused the sin by giving 
them so much gold when they left Egypt that they had nothing to do with it but sin. How can this 
be reconciled with Rashi’s comment (Bereishis 3:12) that in blaming Hashem for giving him 
Chava who caused him to eat from the forbidden fruit, Adam was guilty of a lack of gratitude to 
Hashem for all of the good that He had bestowed upon him? (Ayeles HaShachar Shemos 32:31) 

 
 

Answer to Point to Ponder: 
 
1) Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman suggests that the two situations are not comparable. Adam was 
considered to be displaying an improper lack of appreciation because he defended himself by blaming his 
sin on a kindness which Hashem had personally done for him. Moshe's argument, on the other hand, 
pertained to a blessing that Hashem had given not to him, but to others, and was therefore appropriate. He 
adds that even so, only somebody on the level of Moshe could speak to Hashem in such a manner. 
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ואת יהושע צויתי בעת ההוא לאמר, “ 3:21

עיניך הראת את כל אשר עשה ד' אלקיכם 

לשני המלכים האלה כן יעשה ד' לכל 

 ”הממלכות אשר אתה עבר שמה

“I commanded Yehoshua at the time saying: Your 

eyes have seen everything that Hashem, your G-d, 

has done to these two kings – so will Hashem do to 

all of the kings where you cross over.”  The Torah is 

discussing the inheritance of Reuven, Gad, and half of 

Shevet Menashe.  Why does the Torah mention here 

about Yehoshua seeing what Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

did to the kings? The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and support the P’shat offered 

in the closing paragraph.   

 – ”ואת יהושע צויתי בעת ההוא לאמר“ 3:21 - חזקוני

What command is the Posuk referring to? This is the 

command that Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave Moshe to 

command Yehoshua, as it says in Bamidbar 27:23 

“ ויצוהו, ויסמוך את ידיו עליו .” (Rashi over there says 

that the command was for Yehoshua to know that 

the people can be troublesome and stubborn and 

that he must accept their shortcomings).   

ואת יהושע צויתי בעת ההוא “ 3:21  - חומת אנך 

 – ”I commanded Yehoshua at that time“ – ”לאמר

what did Hashem command Yehoshua?  This was a 

command that Yehoshua should never fear the 

enemy, and that he must constantly tell Klal Yisroel 

that they must not fear the enemy.  Perhaps we can 

also explain that this was alluding to what would 

happen in the future, that just as Yehoshua saw that 

the sun stood still for Moshe Rabbeinu, the sun 

would also stand still for Yehoshua.   

ואת יהושע צויתי בעת ההוא “ 3:21 - אור החיים 

 The command that was given to Yehoshua is – ”לאמר

not the one mentioned in this Posuk, for this Posuk 

just says that Yehoshua saw all that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu did to the kings.  Rather, it means that Yehoshua 

was to be commanded that he should not fear the 

other nations of the world.  Why is this brought down 

here, in the middle of discussing Shevet Gad, Reuven, 

and half of Menashe, and not when discussing the 

war with Sichon and Og?  Perhaps it would Chas 

V’sholom appear that Hakodosh Boruch Hu needed 

assistance in conquering the Land, for it was 

demanded of Shevet Gad, Reuven, and half of 

Menashe, to join Klal Yisroel in the battle.  This was 

not so.  Yehoshua was to know, and was to tell Klal 

Yisroel, that they need not fear the enemies, for 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu can defeat them all.  The reason 

for Shevet Gad, Reuven, and half of Menashe to join 

Klal Yisroel was for the Zechus that Klal Yisroel as a 

whole, B’achdus, would go out to war.  That would 

help give them the Zechuyos for Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

to make them win the war.  Make no mistake, their 

might was not needed; it was their Zechuyos and 

being part of Klal Yisroel that was requested.   

ואת יהושע צויתי “ 3:21 - שפתי כהן על התורה 

 Yehoshua was to strengthen his – ”בעת ההוא לאמר

heart and the hearts of Klal Yisroel.  Just as Klal 

Yisroel had no chance within the realm of nature to 

defeat those kings, yet they did, so too Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu would do for Klal Yisroel in the future.  It 

says in Medrash Tehillim 136 that Sichon and Og 

were more powerful than Paroah and his great army, 

and just as Klal Yisroel sang Shira to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu after being saved from Paroah, all the more so 

they should have sang Shira here.  It was not until 

Dovid Hamelech that Shira was sung for the great 

miracle that Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed on their 

behalf – Tehillim 136:17 “ למכה מלכים גדולים כי לעולם

חסדו ויהרוג מלכים אדירים כי לעולם חסדו לסיחון מלך 

.האמורי כי לעולם חסדו ולעוג מלך הבשן כי לעולם חסדו .”  

Klal Yisroel did not sing Shira at that time for it was 

the fortieth year they were in the Midbar, and the 

time that Moshe was leaving this world.  It was 

therefore too difficult for them to sing Shira.   

 – Haftorah Parshas Devorim – שיר מעון 

Yeshaya 1:27 “ ושביה בצדקה, ציון במשפט תפדה ” – 

“Tziyon shall be redeemed with justice, and her 

returnees with righteousness.”  Chulin 5a – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu accepts Korbonos from the sinners of Klal 

Yisroel, so that they should return to Him with 

Teshuva. The Rishonim explain that by Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu accepting the Korbonos, it brings them to 

do Teshuva. Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not take a 

bribe to change the Mishpat.  That which Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu does accept the bribe of Tzedakah, is only 
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to give the person time to do Teshuva – it holds the 

judgment in abatement.  If Tzedakah places a hold on 

the judgment, what happens to the punishment that 

is supposed to come upon the person?  When a 

person gives Tzedakah, thoughts of Teshuva are 

placed within the person from Shomayim, which will 

hopefully cause the person to do Teshuva so that he 

will receive atonement for all of his sins.  

Furthermore, one who does Teshuva with love for 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, has his sins turned into 

Zechuyos for him. That which it says that  צדקה תציל

 Tzedakah saves from death, that is because it – ממות

helps the person do Teshuva from love.  “ ושביה

 Through the Zechus of Tzedakah, it will – ”בצדקה

absolve one from punishment because he will do 

Teshuva from love.  

 – Haftorah Parshas Devorim - אך פרי תבואה 

Yeshaya 1:27 “ ושביה בצדקה, ציון במשפט תפדה ” – 

Bereishis Rabbah 1:4 – The main reason for the 

creation of the world is in order that Klal Yisroel 

receive goodness from the Source of Blessing.  The 

other nations of the world only receive goodness 

from an outcome of that which Klal Yisroel receives.  

However, due to the sins of Klal Yisroel, the honor 

and the wealth is transferred to the other nations of 

the world as long as they have a Zechus with which to 

receive it, such as Eisav, who gave great honor to his 

father.  “ציון” referring to Shefa, “במשפט תפדה” – will 

be redeemed through Mishpat – when it is 

warranted, yet, “ושביה בצדקה” – it will return as a 

 ,צדקה Hakodosh Boruch Hu will give Klal Yisroel ,צדקה

with great Chesed, He will still send them Brocha.  

פאל הירששמשון ר' ר   – Tehillim 17:15 “ אני

אשבעה בהקיץ תמונתך, בצדק אחזה פניך ” – “And I, in 

righteousness I shall behold Your face, I will be sated 

upon awakening by Your image.”  Dovid Hamelech 

says, “As for me, I know of another kind of bliss.  On 

earth I will find this joy in my ability to perceive 

Hashem’s presence, and to understand His workings.  

 On that day when I shall awaken to the life – ”בהקיץ“

of the world to come in a crystal clear manner. The 

happiness I seek will be to share in the true 

recognition of Hashem and His presence.  I can never 

attain this final, great bliss, while I am still tied by the 

bonds of physical existence.”    

טוב ליתן “ Yoreh Dei’ah 249:14 – שלחן ערוך 

( ו"ז ט"תהילים י)פרוטה לעני קודם כל תפילה שנאמר 

 It is good to give a Perutah to“ -”אני בצדק אחזה פניך

Tzedakah before each Tefilah, as it says in the Posuk: 

And I, in righteousness I shall behold Your face.”  

(Birkei Yosef 247:1 – The Arizal would give money to 

the Gabbai Tzedakah every day by Tefilas Shachris 

and Mincha, but not by Tefilas Arvis).  

ש על התורה"רא   – Bereishis 15:6 “ ', והאמן בד

 And he (Avrohom Avinu) trusted“ – ”ויחשבה לו צדקה

in Hashem, and He considered it like Tzedakah.”  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu considered Tzedakah for 

Avrohom because of his Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  We see from this that when the Posuk says, “ אני

 ,and other Pesukim similar to this – ”בצדק אחזה פניך

it does not only refer to Tzedakah with one’s Guf, by 

giving money to charity, but it also includes one who 

has complete Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

When one has complete Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, Hakodosh Boruch Hu considers it like Tzedakah. 

אני בצדק אחזה “ Tehillim 17:15 - חיים והשלום 

אשבעה בהקיץ תמונתך, פניך ” – There is a Remez in 

this Posuk that one should always visualize the Shem 

Havayah in front of him, and that helps with one’s 

Yiras Shomayim.  “אני בצדק אחזה פניך” – How can 

one be without sin, and be righteous, “ אשבעה בהקיץ

 by seeing the form of the Shem Havayah in – ”תמונתך

front of oneself at all times.  

י מבעלזא"מהר  ואת יהושע צויתי בעת “ 3:21 - 

  ?What was Yehoshua commanded – ”ההוא לאמר

There are many Mitzvos which the Ikar part of the 

Mitzvah is Emunah, and all Mitzvos are hinged upon 

Emunah.  Moshe was telling Yehoshua how to have 

Emunah.  One must look back at all the good that he 

had, and recognize that it certainly came from 

Hashem.  Being that one sees that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu helped him out in the past, it is easier to believe 

that He will also help in the future. “ עיניך הראת את כל

אלקיכם לשני המלכים האלה' אשר עשה ד ” – Just as 

Yehoshua saw what Hakodosh Boruch Hu did 

previously, “ לכל הממלכות אשר אתה עבר ' כן יעשה ד

 so too he must have complete Emunah that – ”שמה
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Hakodosh Boruch Hu will once again perform a 

miracle, and have them win their battles.  Yehoshua 

was to strengthen himself and the entire Klal Yisroel 

in their Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Divrei 

Hayomim 2:20:20 “ האמינו , אלקיכם ותאמנו' האמינו בד

 ,Have faith in Hashem, your G-d“ – ”בנביאיו והצליחו

and show yourselves loyal; have faith in His prophets 

and be successful.”  “ אלקיכם' האמינו בד ” – If one has 

the desire to have Emunah in Hashem, “ותאמנו” – 

then with the help of Hashem, he will have Emunah – 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu will infuse him with Emunah.  

The choice is in a person’s hands regarding the 

Mitzvah of Emunah, just like other Mitzvos which 

need actions.  If one wants to do it, Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu makes it happen.  “האמינו בנביאיו” – First one 

needs to have Emunah, then he will be successful.  

He will not need to wait to see if his requests of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu come to fruition in order to 

have Emunah, rather he will be able to have Emunah 

before that.  Then Hakodosh Boruch Hu will help him 

in all matters of his life, both Ruchniyos and 

Gashmiyos, so that he can serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

with great love.   

 – Haftorah Parshas Devorim - אדרת אליהו 

Yeshaya 1:27 “ ושביה בצדקה, ציון במשפט תפדה ” – 

From this Posuk it appears that the Ikar Mitzvah, 

which will bring about the Geulah is the Mitzvah of 

Tzedakah.  However, the Gemara in Makkos 24a 

quotes a Posuk in Chavakuk 2:4 “וצדיק באמונתו יחיה” 

– “The righteous person shall live through his Emunah 

– faith” and tells us that the main thing which will 

bring the Geulah is Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

What is the main Mitzvah which will bring the Geulah 

– Tzedakah or Emunah?  In truth, Tzedakah and 

Emunah are one.  The Ohel Yaakov in Parshas Naso 

explains why is it that Hakodosh Boruch Hu allows 

one to test Him with the Mitzvah of Ma’aser, 

Tzedakah?  (Chazal tell us that if one gives Tzedakah, 

he will not lose anything from it.  One is even allowed 

to test Hakodosh Boruch Hu to see if it will happen.  

This is something unique to this Mitzvah, that which 

is not allowed to be done by any other Mitzvah).  

Moshol – There was a merchant selling material to a 

purchaser.  The merchant told the purchaser that 

each of the twenty rolls of fabric that he was seeking 

to purchase was 60 Amos in length.  The purchaser 

did not necessarily believe the merchant and wanted 

to make sure for himself. However, to unroll all 

twenty rolls of material would be quite arduous and 

take up much of his time.  Therefore, the purchaser 

looked for the roll of material that looked to him to 

be the thinnest.  He measured that roll.  When he 

saw that the roll was 60 Amos in length, he felt 

comfortable that in fact all of them were 60 Amos – 

and purchased all of them.  So too, with Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, Kevayachol, He went to Klal Yisroel with 

much valuable merchandise – 613 pieces of 

merchandise.  He told Klal Yisroel that each one is of 

superior quality, and comes with much Brocha.  A 

being of flesh and blood that man is, he questions 

this, and wants to confirm that it is in fact true.  It 

would be too arduous to test all 613, - the entire 

Torah, and therefore he needs to test only one, as a 

proof to the entire Torah being accurate as stated.  

Which is the one that is most appropriate to be the 

test to prove all of them?  To the appearance of 

people, one who gives away money to Tzedakah, will 

end up with less money.  Therefore, the Mitzvah of 

Tzedakah is the perfect test.  If one performs the test 

with Tzedakah, he gives Tzedakah and sees that not 

only does he not end up with less, but he is blessed 

and ends up with more, that is a good test for all of 

the Mitzvos of the Torah. With this he will know that 

all of the Mitzvos are true as stated – that all of the 

Mitzvos bring Brocha. With this Moshol from the 

Ohel Yaakov we can understand the meaning of this 

Posuk in Yeshaya and why one is allowed to test 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu with the Mitzvah of Tzedakah.  

If one wants to be Mekayeim the Mitzvos of the 

Torah without “testing” Hakodosh Boruch Hu, he 

needs to have Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Yet 

with the Mitzvah of Tzedakah, one needs to have an 

even greater level of Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

– that somehow by giving away money, the person 

will end up with more.  This goes against ones logic 

and understanding, for by nature giving away money 
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leaves one with less.  One who has Emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and gives Tzedakah with 

Bitachon that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will make him 

have more, and not less, there is no greater Emunah 

than that.  That is the Ikar Emunah that the Posuk is 

referring to, “וצדיק באמונתו יחיה” – one who gives 

Tzedakah with this Emunah, is the highest form of 

Tzedakah.   This is what the Navi is telling us here in 

Yeshaya, “ושביה בצדקה” – The Emunah which comes 

from the Mitzvah of Tzedakah is the Emunah which is 

going to bring the Geulah for Klal Yisroel.   

מהו ישועות אלו “ – Parshas Toldos 139a – זוהר 

 What is going to bring the – ”המצפים ישועות בכל יום

Geulah Shlaima?  It is the desire and yearning for the 

Geulah.  It is doing Teshuva and believing that the 

Geulah will come; that is the Zechus in which we will 

be Zoche to the Geulah.   

וקראתי שם הספר “ – Hakdamah – נחמת ציון 

ברך אשר בו תתנחם אימא נחמת ציון כי אקוה לקל ית

 And I called the name of the Sefer, Nechemas“ – ”ציון

Tziyon, for I hope to Hashem Yisborach, for He has 

the Nechama.” How great is Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s 

Chesed with Klal Yisroel, like a father to a son!  Even 

in the time of His anger, He remembers Rachamim 

for Klal Yisroel.  As it says in Chavakuk 3:2 “  –ברוגז 

  ”.In anger – remember to be merciful“ – ”רחם תזכור

This means that within the words of anger – curses 

and rebuke, in there is hidden goodness and Brocha 

for Klal Yisroel.  The words can be read for good or 

for bad.  As the Zohar Chodosh – Parshas Ki Saitzai 

59:4 says that all of the Havtachos and Nechomos of 

Klal Yisroel are within the curses.  Yalkut Shimoni, 

Tehillim 150:890 – If you will be Zoche, the curses will 

be turned into Brochos.  Although based upon the 

simple and revealed reading of the Pesukim, they are 

Klolos, nonetheless, hidden within is all good and 

Brochos.  The 24 Seforim of Tanach, are K’neged the 

24 different combinations of the Shem Havayah, and 

they will never be nullified. Although Megilas Eichah 

is a Sefer about destruction, pain and punishment, 

things which will not be relevant when Moshiach 

comes, at that time all the hidden Brochos and 

goodness of the Megilah will be revealed.  The same 

is true with Sefer Yirmiyah and all other places which 

are curses and punishments. We, who are Ma’aminim 

B’nei Ma’aminim, believers the sons of believers, in 

the Geulah Shlaima, know that Moshiach will come 

and everything will turn into Brocha and Simcha.  In 

each and every Posuk there is goodness for Klal 

Yisroel, and may we be Zoche to see it hastily in our 

days.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the 

command that Yehoshua was given here, and why it 

was given at this point in time.  As it says in the 

Haftorah, Klal Yisroel will be Zoche to the Geulah in 

the Zechus of Tzedakah.  In the Zechus of Tzedakah, 

means in the Zechus of a complete Emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu - giving Tzedakah and having 

Bitachon that the person will receive more, and not 

less, as the highest level of Emunah.  So too here, 

regarding Yehoshua going out to battle against 

nations that were extremely mighty and who, in the 

natural order of the world would certainly demolish 

Klal Yisroel, he needed to have Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu that Klal Yisroel would win.  Yehoshua was 

to impart this message to Klal Yisroel, that Klal Yisroel 

must strive to reach the highest level of Emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Klal Yisroel did not need the 

two and half Shevatim to assist them in battle, for 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu can make anyone win in any 

situation.  Klal Yisroel was to strengthen their 

Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that just as they 

would win these battles, completely outside of the 

realm of nature, so too they will receive endless 

Brocha for all of the Mitzvos of the Torah.  One can 

be Mekayeim the Mitzvah of “Tzedakah” even on 

Shabbos and Yom Tov – by strengthening one’s 

Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  During these days 

we need to strengthen ourselves in our Emunah – for 

that is the Zechus that is going to bring back the Bais 

Hamikdash.  May we be Zoche to strengthen 

ourselves in our Emunah, and be Zoche to see the 

rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash במהרה בימינו אמן! 
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