
 uhrjt ugrzku uk v,hvu /ouka h,hrc ,t uk i,b hbbv rnt ifk
 hbc kg rpfhu uhvktk tbe rat ,j, okug ,bvf ,hrc

 wudu ktrah(dh'ch-vf)ohbck inhx ,uct vagn - 
     atk 'irvt ka ugrzk vbuvf vb,b rcfa p"gta" :okug ,bvf ,hrc v"s h"ar

kct 'i,janv rjt ushkuha ovh,usku,ku ung ujanba 'uhbcku irvtk tkt vb,b
ohjczc ubhba ifu /itf sg vbuvf kkfk tc tk 'janb tku ifk osue skuba xjbhp
,rfzunv vagnv hyrpc ibuc,nv kf 'vbv /"hrnzk udrva sg xjbhp ivf,b tk (:te)
iv 'uhrjt uh,urusc vghpan ost ka uhagn kf hf ihchu vtrh ,nsuev varpv ;uxc
,urusku uk lfc vfhz cuy vagn vaga xjbp hf ohtur sjt smn /cyunk ivu cyk
'uh,urusku uk uz vb,n uk vb,b itfu 'vbuvfk hutr vhv tk vagn v,ut sg hf 'uhrjt
ot hf uapbc er vnuahr ,t v,ag tk vaga cuy vagnv hf tuv rcsv ,ugnanu
uhtmtm od ufz v,ufzc vbuvfc vfz tuva oaf lfku 'uhrjt uhtmtm kf ,uapbc od
uz vumn ,ufzc rafun vagb unmgc tuva oaf hf /,urusv kf ;ux sg uhrjt

 /vkgnv vzk uhtmtm od urafuv if unf 'vrh,h vkgnc ,ukg,vk
 ktrah iutd kg rpuxnv ihgfu     gggg""""hhhhzzzz    oooohhhhhhhhjjjj    ....ppppjjjjvvvv    iiiirrrrnnnnsjt ostk ogp vbpa '

w,"hav ,ufknk ohcruenwv in ,uhvk h,hfzu ivf hbt vnk ,gshv :uk rntu 'ktrahn
r,uh hbpk lh,uctk h,uct ihc kscvv ,chxc ot hf vz iht ?lfc ,hfz tk v,tu
,t ,hxvu 'ktrah vbjn lu,c vkusd vkvc rmhv ord zt 'vba ohpkt ,aukan
iuhxbv ksud hbpnu 'k"r kdgv tyj tuv tukv 'r,uhc runjv tyjv kg rucgk ohbunvv

 

tku othch ratu othmuh ratu ovhbpk tch ratu ovhbpk tmh rat
vgur ovk iht rat itmf wv ,sg vhv, - (zh-zf) ohkhnv ,buuf ruthc

     tarihjkanu ovh,cc ohcauha ,unutv hfkn lrsf tk 'ovhbpk tmh rat"' h"
rntba 'dugu iujhxc h,njkba 'hbt h,haga unf tkt 'vnjknk ovh,ukhhj ,t
,hagu umrt ,tu ung kf ,tu u,ut h,,b lshc hf u,ut trh, kt van kt wv rnthuw
:s"b ,ufrc trndc a"hhgu) wiucajc cauh rat hruntv lkn iujhxk ,hag ratf uk
vbvu trhu uhbhg tahu ujhrhc gauvh ,uhvc hvhuw rntba 'gauvh vaga lrsfu '(oa
'wubhrmk ot v,t ubkv uk rnthu uhkt gauvh lkhu ushc vpuka ucrju usdbk snug aht
uh,ukhhj ,uchk ezhj vzcu) atrc tmuh 'wovhbpk tcu tmuh tuv hfw rnut tuv susc ifu
o,ut jkaha hsh kg uhbpn unmg kg idvk aauj ubhta utra iuhf 'chutc ojkhvk
haht hbuhj lrum tuv iujmbv lfca iuhfu 'uhkg ubujmbc tuv juyca ouan ,tzu 'uhbpk
othmuh ratu /atrc xbfbu (udhavk hsf r,uhc .nt,ha ohjuyc ov if otu 'uka

/"uh,uhfzc 'othch ratu /uh,uhfzc '(vnjknc iujmbk)
ohjkan ova 'ohaug (okugv ,unut hfkn) ohrjta lrsf tk" 'hrpxc ;hxuvu    
ohfkuvv ovh,ukhhja 'ovc ohchutv ugdph tka hsf) ;uxck ohtc ovu ,ukhhj
rntba 'xjbp vaga oafu 'wufu van vaga oaf tkt '(ovhkg ohbhdn ovhbpk

yca hbc h,uct uhv ohbua lt 'ormh rjt ktrah ,ukkf ufanb vga v,utc
uacf ov 'zt rmha kuckcv ksud ,urnk rmhv hhu,p rjt ufanb tk ov 'vbuvfv
ufz vga v,utc o,urcd,v ,ufzcu 'otruc iumr hbpn uvukycu obumr ,t zt
cuy vagn kfc runtf hf /okug sg ovhrjt ohtcv ovh,urus ogu ovng chyvk
thv hf 'uhrjt ohtcv ,urusv ,uapb ,tu uapb ,t tuv vkgn ostv vauga

 /vcuyk o,uvnc hubha ,kgupv
rat ctv ,ndusf) kkufv ost ka hkhka vagn hf ubt ohtur ,tz ,nugk     
vgaca arsnc t,htsf 'uhrjt ohruaev kfk odp orud (uc ohkukf ugrz kf
ithnu iugna ka uyca kg dkhs u,un ory ktrah hyca ,t ubhcr van lrhca
odp ord runjv utyjc hf 'hrnz othab ,tyj ouan v,hv lfk vchxvu 'ofrck
'ukuf ycav kf ,t kkufv tuv vhv thabf ovk anhau rjtn hf 'ukuf ycav kg
/vfrck ohhutr uhv tka lf hsf sg 'k"r ukuf ycav kf kg vgrk ghpav uvhagnu

/unsu uracn ekj ann tuv ugrz rat ctc ifa kf 'thabc ohrunt ohrcsv otu
iputc uhtmtm ,uapbc on,uj ohghcyn ostv hagn rat runtv sckn     
ofrs ohtmtmv ovk uc,bh ovhp kg rat ,hgcy vchx od ov ohuuvn 'hkudx
vnv 'uhrjt uhtmtmk lrs vrunf ov ostv hagn hf 'thna hpkf o,cuj hbhbgc
,t shngvk ufkhu ugxh urutku 'uagh rat vagnv ihbgc ,unsf ovk ohanan
zrzk ot hf 'lfc lhrtvk lrumv in ihtu aujc tuv rfhb vz rcs /hbjurv obuhcm

 /ovc ohhuk, ovhkkug apb hf ovhagnc ohrhvz uhvha lf kg ohruvv ,t
     ohbc hbcu ohbc ksdk vfzbu 'ohrahv uhfrsc ,fkk vfzba ,"hav ruzgh

 /rus rusn ubk vruxnv lrsn ,ubak hkcn ohausev ,uctv ,ucegc ohfkuvv
tcmk ivfv rzgkt ic xjbhp ,tu o,ut tcmk vynk ;kt van o,ut jkahuw
ohpafc ihsn hfkn jhrpvu ovng ogkc vhva '.hmvu iurtv vz) asuev hkfu
lfku 'ohkpub ovu uc euej oava .hmv ,t ovk vtrv 'ovng jrup unmg tuvu
ogkcc ifu 'rhutv in ohkkjv kg ohkpuba 'ihsn hfknc wovhkkj kgw rntb
rjtna 'ihcvk ahu /("wushc vgur,v ,urmumju ([h"ar] wovhkkj kgw ch,f
othmuh ratu ovhbpk tuch ratu ovhbpk tmh rat vsgv kg aht /// wv suephwa
ovk iht rat itmf wv ,sg vhv, tkuw v,gna tuv yuap hrv 'wothch ratu

?wvgur ovk iht rat itmf wv ,sg vhv, tkuw rntu van ;hxuv gusnu 'wvgur
c cahhu     wwwwrrrrppppuuuuxxxx    cccc,,,,ffffwwwwvtrb 'vgur ovk iht rat itmf wv ,sg vhv, tku" '

ot hf 'itmv ,cuyk u,buuf iht itmv og chyna vn kf 'itm vgur kfa 'arpk
unmg ignk tkt 'itmv ignk vgurv ihta 'tmnbu 'uaufru ubuv ,ucrvk
i,h uk rat kfu 'itmvn u,jdav ,t rhxn 'apb ,bfx hshk ghdh otu 'u,tbvku
,cuyk uapb ruxnh lt 'ktrah og ka vgurv kmt vhvh if tk kct 'uapb sgc
tmh ratwu 'itmv ,t tkt 'unmg ,t vgrh tku 'vkt wv og ohase itmv
tmhu .ukjv atrc vgurv sungh vbfxv ,gc odu wovhbpk tuch ratu ovhbpk
tuch tc ota hsf ,hbrujt lkuv tuva 'itm vgurv kmt if tk kct 'ovhbpk
tuchu tmhw ktrah vgur okut 'itmv hrujtn tuv yknhh itmv hbpkn ssuav
/"rtc,bfu 'vgur ovk iht rat itmf wv ,sg vhv, tkuw lfcu 'tehhs wovhbpk

R’ Michel Barenbaum zt”l (Mashgiach of Tiferes Yerushalayim) would say:

     “From Pinchos we learn that if an act of violence is performed in the name of religious zeal, but is motivated - even

partially - by insincere or personal motives, it is invalidated and judged as a common act of violence. If there had been even

a slight element of base motivation in Pinchos’ actions, he would have been held liable for murder. The Gemara (Yoma 86)

tells us that it is important for people to expose hypocrites who give the impression of being righteous, but who are in fact

secret sinners. Rabbeinu Yonah (Shaarei Teshuvah) points out that the mitzvah to expose hypocrites is not meant to be

practiced by just any person. If the ‘exposer’ is himself guilty of this sin, then his intentions would undoubtedly not be

motivated by noble and righteous indignation, but by a desire to spoil that person’s reputation for personal reasons.”

(Monsey, NY)
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kat (5) s:zn (4) d:zn j"ut (3) /be ,ca (2) uy:df ohrcs (1)
(7) tf:sg crv g"ua (6) v"g j"ut (aytayuc) ovrct

tfe:zb ,ucua, hexp ihhg (8) ws iurjt xrybue

Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Dovid & Estee Kohler on
the birth of a baby girl, and to Rabbi & Rebbetzin

Zalman & Raize Guttman, and to all the Hoffman,
Kohler and Guttman grandparents.   

Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Dovid Gewirtz
on the engagement  of their daughter,

Rivka to Pinchas Cohen. May they build a
Bayis Ne’eman B’Yisroel and bring much

yiddishe nachas to all of Klal Yisroel.

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk nply : In Tehillim (k-ue), the posuk states: kkphu xjbhp snghu"
"vpdnv rmg,u - “And Pinchos stood up and executed justice,

and the plague was stopped.” The Meforshim explain that

the word "kkphu" comes from "kkp,hu" which means he

prayed. In other words, Pinchos stood up and davened for the

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (35)

Talmud Torah: Forbidden Times to Learn Torah. Last week
we mentioned the halacha that one is not permitted to verbalize
words of Torah in view of a girl or lady who is not properly
dressed. However, one is allowed to think in learning or silently
read without verbalizing. Someone brought up the question if
writing Torah in this situation is the same as talking since it
constitutes an action; or is it like thinking since there is no speech
involved. The source of this halacha is from the posuk: vtrh tku"
"rcs ,urg lc (1) and the Gemara (2) explains that "rcs" refers to

"ruchs" (speech), inferring that only speech is prohibited while
thought is permitted. The Poskim (3) argue if Birchas HaTorah

(which is only recited on speech and not thought) is said on
writing (vch,f) and the opinion of most Poskim is that writing is
similar to thinking and not the same as speech, as quoted in the
Mishna Berurah (4). It would seem that here as well, one can
rely on the opinion that writing is like thought and not speech,
and therefore writing words of Torah in view of an improperly
clad female is permitted. However, I found this case discussed in
Eishel Avrohom (5) and although he is unsure, he writes that one
should be strict, since some are strict by Birchas HaTorah as well.
Listening to Torah in View of Ervah. In Piskei Teshuvos (6)

we find a number of reasons to be lenient with regard to listening
to recordings of Torah and shiurim in view of ervah. Even if we

plague to halt, and Hashem listened to him. Part of the

greatness of Pinchos was that he was a zealot who knew

when to kill and when to pray. We, too, must learn from the

great acts of Pinchos and defend the honor of Hashem and

His Torah - both with our actions and with our tefillos.

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

apply the Talmudic principle of "vbugf gnua" regarding Ervah (as
in Mishna Berura introduction to O.C. 74), and even if we
apply it to someone who does not intend to be yotzei what he is
hearing (as in Shulchan Aruch Harav 74 (7)), listening to an
electronic device is not "vbugf gnua" and is permitted.
In Front of a Picture. If one finds himself in front of a picture
that is not tzniusdik, the Poskim (8) rule that the issur mentioned
above applies, although shutting one’s eyes can help since it’s
not an actual ervah, just a picture.
Torah Makes up for Tefillah B’tzibbur. It happens on occasion
that when traveling on vacation, a person might miss davening

Tefilla B’tzibbur (with a minyan), which includes missing Amen,

Kaddish, Kedusha, Borchu, etc. The Rishonim gathered a number

of Gemaros and Midrashim which speak about all the various
vauseca ohrcs that we have in davening. There are separate pieces
for Shachris, Mincha and Maariv, and one who learns them, is
considered somewhat like having said them with a minyan. These
“pieces” are printed in many siddurim. In the famous siddur of R’
Yaakov Emden zt”l, it is printed after the morning Tachanun and
in the “Safa Berura” siddur, it is printed after Shachris. I know a
businessman who travels often and is forced to miss minyanim, but
he always carries around a card with these Ma’amarei Chazal,
and whenever he misses a minyan, he says the appropriate Torah

selections and somewhat makes up what he missed. 

R’ Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov zt”l would say:

     “whnkav ,jpan okak hrmhv ,jpan rmhkw - Our Sages teach us: ‘A person is led in the direction he wishes to go.’ If a

person wants to indulge his ‘yetzer’ - his evil inclination, he will not be prevented from doing so. But if he truly strives

for ,unhka - wholeness (from the same Hebrew root as wokaw) and purity, Hashem will help him achieve his goal.” 

A Wise Man would say:

      “People were created to be loved. Things were created to be used. The reason why the world is in chaos and

disarray is because things are being loved while people are being used!”        



     The Torah tells us that a special ",tyj icre" was brought at every Mussaf service. This korban, explains Rashi, was
specifically an atonement for defiling the Mikdash and its holiness. The Gemara in Shavuos (2,2) tells us that for all other sins,
the "jk,anv rhga" (sheep that is thrown from a cliff) provides atonement on Yom Kippur. The only sin that requires continuous
atonement - every time we bring a Mussaf offering (or in today’s day and age, every time we daven Mussaf), is the sin of
defiling the Mikdash. Why is this sin different from all others in that it is not forgiven on Yom Kippur with all the other sins? 
     Perhaps we can say that defiling the Mikdash and all the holy vessels inside is actually an analogy to a human being. Every
individual has a body with which to serve Hashem. What makes Klal Yisroel unique, though, is that our heads contain our
neshamos, our souls. In essence, our heads are our MIKDASH. The head of a person is the “superpower” of the entire body
and one cannot make a move without his brain commanding him to do so. When one defiles his Mikdash by filling his mind
with nonsense, going to places he shouldn’t, looking at things that are profane, speaking to others inappropriately, or reading
improper material, he is defiling his MIKDASH which negatively impacts his entire life. Defiling the Mikdash is a sin that
cannot have a once-a-year atonement. It needs continuous atonement through the Mussaf service, which is performed on all the
holy days throughout the year. It is specifically on these special days that we need this reminder: the Jewish people are special
and holy and we must make every effort to keep our Mikdash - our heads - filled with holy thoughts. Only by keeping our
minds pure and unpolluted from the shmutz of the world will we truly be able to live lives of holiness and kirvas Hashem.   

wudu ofu,c h,tbe ,t utbec ktrah hbc kgn h,nj ,t chav ivfv irvt ic rzgkt ic xjbhp(th-vf) 
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    After the tragic plague which killed 24,000 Jews, Hashem commanded Moshe and Elazar Hakohen to take a new census of
Klal Yisroel. The Chofetz Chaim zt”l quotes the posuk in Mishlei - (k'tf) "wv sdbk vbuc, ihtu vnfj iht" - from which he derives
a penetrating lesson. The shevet of Binyamin had 45,600 men, making it the fifth smallest tribe; whereas the shevet of Dan had
64,400 men, deeming it the second largest. This is quite curious as we know from Parshas Vayigash that Binyamin was
blessed with ten sons while Dan had only one son, Chushim, who was deaf. Yet, Shevet Dan was one of the largest. Not only that,
Chushim, the only son of Dan, killed Esav when he tried to take away Mearas HaMachpela (see the Medrash), and through his
action, he allowed his zaida, Yaakov Avinu, to finally be laid to rest with the honor and respect he truly deserved.
    My machshava here is one that resonates in families everywhere. Try to imagine the family of Yaakov Avinu as they sit
around the Shabbos table. Binyamin with his ten sons saying divrei Torah and singing zemiros, and Dan with his one deaf son,
unable to participate. Yaakov and Leah wonder what will become of Shevet Dan. Even Dan and his wife worry about the future
of their son and their entire shevet, figuring that theirs will certainly be the smallest shevet, the weakest link in the chain of mesora
from Yaakov Avinu. But Hashem had other plans and this is not what happened. Binyamin became a smaller tribe while Dan
ended up as one of the largest shevatim! As we see from Mishlei, we can never understand the wondrous ways of Hashem! 
     The Chofetz Chaim concludes that if it is the ratzon of Hashem, a parent can sometimes see more nachas from one son than
from ten!  Life is unpredictable and we never know how things will turn out! All we can do is put our trust in Hashem, do our
hishtadlus and daven for siyata d’shmaya as we imbue our children with the proper hashkafos of yiddishkeit. Only then can
we hope that Hashem will answer our tefillos with much yiddish nachas, menuchas hanefesh, harchovas hadaas and kol tuv!  

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 //// ufxbu vagh shn,v ,kg kg wvk ,tyjk sjt ohzg rhgau(uy-jf)

wudu uhkg lsh ,t ,fnxu uc jur rat aht iub ic gauvh ,t lk je van kt wv rnthu(jh-zf) 
    Hashem told Moshe to appoint Yehoshua bin Nun to become his successor. The Rambam in Mishne Torah asks
why specifically Yehoshua merited to be selected. There were other more qualified candidates, like Elazar and Pinchos,
who surpassed him in their intellectual acuity. The Rambam answers that although Yehoshua, Pinchos, and Elazar were all
students of Moshe, Yehoshua was the "intb shnk,", his most faithful disciple. He ministered to Moshe, followed him
everywhere and scrutinized his every action. About him, Chazal say, "vsunhkn r,uh vaunha kusd" - personally attending a
Torah scholar is greater than studying itself. This is why Yehoshua merited to inherit the mantle of leadership from Moshe. 
     One of the most intellectually stimulating works of Talmudic novellae is the renowned “Birchas Shmuel” which is a
collection of the chiddushei Torah delivered by the great Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Boruch Ber Lebowitz zt”l, of Kamenitz. In
the world of the Yeshivos, the Birchas Shmuel is a sefer that ranks on the highest level of Lomdus (deep analytical
comprehension) and to master the words of R’ Boruch Ber is to attain a deep and penetrating understanding of a sugya.
     R’ Yaakov Galinsky zt”l recounted the following story of how the chiddushei Torah of R’ Boruch Ber came to be
written in the form of a sefer. When R’ Boruch Ber had organized his novellae and wished to have them printed, he
decided to call one of his closest disciples, R’ Yonah Karpilov zt”l Hy”d (author of Yonas Ileim) to put them down
properly on paper and have them printed. At the time, R’ Yonah Minsker (as he was commonly known) was a student
learning in the Mir Yeshivah. During this period, the lions of the Torah world were studying in the Mir, including R’
Chaim Shmuelevitz zt”l, R’ Aryeh Leib Malin zt”l, R’ Yechiel Michel Feinstein zt”l, R’ Yechiel Michel Schlesinger
zt”l and R’  Shlomo Chomsker zt”l Hy”d, among others. R’ Yonah had been a student of R’ Boruch Ber in Kamenitz - in
fact, he was considered the preeminent student of R’ Boruch Ber, and most probably one of the few disciples who truly
understood the deep and incisive chiddushim of his rebbi which flew above the heads of most others. 
     Now, as R’ Boruch Ber wished to print his words of Torah, he could think of no better individual to handle this
monumental task than R’ Yonah. As tremendous as he was in learning, he was also quite a capable writer - a person with the
uncanny ability of elucidating concepts clearly and brilliantly, so that anyone who reads his words, can comprehend the
material in a simple and easy fashion. R’ Boruch Ber recognized the need to make his words clear and definitive, while at the
same time not relinquishing one iota of his deep analytical intent. This was no small challenge and R’ Yonah was needed.
     R’ Boruch Ber asked one of his students to pen a letter to the Mir, asking R’ Yonah to come to Kamenitz. The talmid
faithfully followed his master’s directive and wrote the letter on a piece of paper in the name of the Rosh Yeshivah.
     The very next morning, R’ Boruch Ber could be seen walking about searching for the talmid. He finally found him and
quickly asked him if he had written the letter to R’ Yonah. The student said that he had finished the letter the night before
and even addressed it, but he had not yet taken it to the post office to have it properly mailed. R’ Boruch Ber sighed in
relief and asked the student to give him the letter. He had decided not to send it after all.
     The student ran to retrieve the letter but as he handed it to his Rosh Yeshivah, he could not help but inquire as to what
had caused him to change his mind. Did he not wish to use R’ Yonah Minsker? Why was he asking for the letter back?
     R’ Boruch Ber nodded and his expression remained stoic. “The truth is that there is no one better than R’ Yonah for the
task at hand. He would surely do a great job which would benefit the Torah world immensely. However, the thought
occurred to me that if I recalled R’ Yonah from the Mir, then the present talmidim who are sitting and learning my shiurim
will feel bad. Some of these talmidim are brilliant scholars themselves, but if they see me working exclusively with R’
Yonah, it will cause them pain and anguish, as if they are not worthy of writing their rebbi’s Torah or I don’t trust them.
For this reason, I have decided not to ask R’ Yonah to come and I will work with my present talmidim on the sefer.”
     At the expense of quality and clarity, R’ Boruch Ber’s middos would not allow him to possibly cause another Jew pain.

      ,jpan ojuak o,jpank is hbc vkt
 o,jpank is ,jpan vkt hnjuav    (cn-uf)

 /// vsgv lu,n oehu ivfv irvt ic rzgkt ic xjbhp trhu(z-vf)
      The literal meaning of "vsgv lu,n oehu" means that
Pinchos “got up from amongst the assembly” and carried out
his act of zealotry. He was the only one who stood up and
took matters into his own hands. It can also mean that that
Pinchos “raised” himself above the congregation, he elevated
himself above the masses who stood and watched, and as a
true zealot, speared Zimri and Kuzbi. A person who truly
loves Hashem cannot bear the sight of evil. 
     It is told about the great Rav of Jerusalem, R’ Yosef
Chaim Sonnenfeld zt”l, that on one occasion, his disciples
told him that they saw smoke coming from a Jewish home
on Shabbos. R’ Yosef Chaim turned white. He stood up from
his own Shabbos table and dashed out of his house without
his coat. Without a word, he barged into the Shabbos
violator’s home and started shouting. The woman of the
house, after regaining her composure, turned to the Rav and
      EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
      THE MIDDAH OF .... dddddyyyyyeeeeecccccwwwww

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

said, “Rabbi, is this the way to enter someone’s home?
Should you not first knock and then be invited inside?” 
    R’ Yosef Chaim answered, “If a home is burning or if a fire
breaks out, does one ask questions?” R’ Yosef Chaim was a
kanai, a zealot; desecration of the Shabbos is equivalent -
even worse perhaps in a spiritual sense - to a physical fire. 
    Rabbi Z. S. Suchard shlit’a (B’darchei Maysharim)
writes that this level of ",utbe" (zealousness) must be our
attitude to the “compromise syndrome” of contemporary
Jewry. Even some Orthodox members prefer to condone the
sinners and the Reform movement, rather than fight them. We
do not find that Moshe Rabbeinu attempted to compromise
with those who sinned with Midyan; only when Pinchos acted
did the plague stop. Until then 24,000 people died. 
    Torah is the life-line of the Jewish people - “It is a tree of
life to those who cleave to it.” (Mishlei 3). Desecration of the
Torah is a consuming fire. To compromise our Torah is to
invite a consuming fire, a plague to consume Israel.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: In the city of Premishlan, there was a shochet who
deserved to be removed from his post. Many people
complained about his mannerisms and his lack of Torah,
Yiras Shamayim and mitzvos. Even R’ Meir’l of

Premishlan zt”l, was ready to relieve him of his duties.
     One day, the famed Tzaddik, R’ Avraham Yehoshua
Heschel zt”l of Apt (Ohaiv Yisroel) came to town and he

heard about the impending decision. He firmly told the
people not to fire the shochet and he began to pray for him.
     R’ Meir’l was surprised and asked the Ohaiv Yisroel,

“Doesn’t the Gemara tell us that for certain serious aveiros,
we rule wuc ihgdup ohtbew - ‘Zealots may harm (kill) him.’

Certainly in this case, we can fire the shochet for his sins?”
     The Apter Rov smiled and replied, “One needs to

understand the meaning of this k"zj rntn. When they say,
wohtbew they are referring to tzaddikim who fight for the
honor of Hashem. wihgdupw is an expression that includes

Tefillah, as we know by Yaakov Avinu )gdphu(ouenc . Thus,
rather than ‘kill’ a Jew, or in this case fire him, you and I
should both daven for him that he does Teshuvah!”



VERBAL REVELATIONS
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

Our speech can demonstrate the recognition that 
others possess a spark of Divinity. And when we 
relate to others with respect and honor, it helps them 
recognize their own godliness.
Baruch Schwartz* was a young man who had 
developed a reputation in his school as an 
incorrigible troublemaker. One day, he was sent 
to the principal’s office for the umpteenth time, 
where he sat through the usual lecture about the 
importance of behaving properly, having values and 
goals in life, and so forth.
The very next day, he suddenly seemed to undergo a 
miraculous change. He was cooperative and well-
mannered, and before long he had become a model 
student. The entire faculty was curious to know what 
the principal could possibly have said to effect such a 
change in their most troublesome student, but when 
they asked, he shrugged and admitted, “I have no 
idea what happened.” Finally, the teachers decided 
to ask Baruch himself what had brought about the 
transformation.
“I wasn’t really paying attention to a word the 
principal said that day,” the boy confessed. “But in 
the middle of our conversation, his intercom buzzed, 
and the secretary told him he had a phone call. He 
told her, ‘I can’t talk now; I’m in a meeting with 
someone very important.’
“When I left his office, those words kept echoing 
in my mind. The principal thought I was very 
important! He believed in me! If the principal 
thought I could do it, it was only a matter of buckling 
down.”  

BROKEN PIECES
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

The sun is shining and the fields smile with ripening crops, but our gaze is 
turned to the past. It is thoughts of churban—destruction, overthrow and 
ruin—that sunny Tammuz brings into every Jewish heart.

Many a page of Jewish history has been written in tears, but the most 
tearstained pages have been those of the Three Weeks. The great tragedies 
of Jewish history—Nevuchadnetzar, Titus, Ferdinand, Hitler—all chose this 
period to unfold. The Three Weeks are a continuation of an ancient tragedy. 
The galus that began with Nevuchadnetzar will not end until the last trace of 
the doubts that brought it has been overcome.

For this reason, it is not mourning that dominates our remembrance for 
the churban, but fasting—that is, searching our hearts to find our way 
back, recognizing the causes of our downfall and mustering the energy to 
eliminate them. This is the task these fast days must strengthen us for.

continued on reverse side
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Two neviim, Yeshaya and Yechezkel, saw malachim sing to Hashem. 
Yeshaya heard them call to one another, praising in unison, Kadosh 
kadosh kadosh Hashem Tzvakos, melo chol haaretz kevodo—G-d is 
holy in the heavens, His dwelling place, and on earth, where we see 
His awesome deeds. Yechezkel heard the malachim saying Baruch 
kevod Hashem mimkomo—we cannot understand Hashem, for He is 
beyond our grasp and comprehension. These two sections are both 
haftaros—Yeshaya's of Parshas Yisro, and Yechezkel's of the first 
day of Shavuos. And both are called Maaseh Merkava.  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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In general, it is not joyful events that determine 

our duties. Every trouble that disturbs our 

lives also presents new openings for the 

accomplishment of our task. The task remains 

the same, both for the nation as a whole and for 

each individual: the observance of the Torah, 

the fulfillment of the Law transmitted to us at 

Har Sinai. The only thing that changes with our 

success or misfortune is the stage on which we 

play our part.

So as long as the churban still affects us, we 

must keep coming together to examine and 

re-examine our lives in light of the event we are 

remembering.

“Whenever I visit them, I will visit this sin 

[Cheit HaEigel] upon them,” says G-d. Every 

future catastrophe is due in part to Cheit 

HaEigel, and we will have to atone for it. 

We cannot dare forget it, we cannot dare let 

the Three Weeks pass without gathering up 

the fragments of the luchos at the foot of the 

mountain, deciphering the warnings they hold 

for us.

Shouldn’t we seek to find out the source of all 

our errors, the root of all our suffering? During 

the Three Weeks, shouldn’t we make every 

effort to discover what has broken our luchos, 

and what we must endure as long as they are 

broken? 

To be continued...

WHY ARE WE CRYING?
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

The Beis Hamikdash was destroyed because of sinas chinam. Certainly, then, 
the Three Weeks are a very appropriate time to discuss the mitzvos bein adam 
lachaveiro.

Concerning the command "V’ahavta l’reiacha kamocha," Rabbi Akiva says, 
"This is a great klal in the Torah."

At first glance this is puzzling. Do we consider one rule greater than another?

But the true meaning is quite clear. The mitzvos bein adam lachaveiro 
encompass every facet of human interaction: honesty in business, interpersonal 
relationships, sensitivity to others, and much more. There is, however, a general 
rule which includes all of the above. It is "Love your friend as yourself." Hashem 
wants us to fulfill the mitzvos bein adam lachaveiro because we genuinely care 
for each other just as we care for ourselves. Therefore, we must not tell lashon 
hara, our weights and measuring vessels must be honest and exact, we may 
never say a hurtful word, and we must pay our workers on time. In that sense, 
Rabbi Akiva called this a "great rule" because it is the underlying concept behind 
all the mitzvos bein adam lachaveiro.

 Rashi questions why the Torah places Parshas Mishpatim right after discussing 
the mizbeiach. He answers that this teaches us that the Sanhedrin should be 
situated right next to the mizbeiach—and indeed, the Sanhedrin met in the 
lishkas hagazis, the marble chamber in the Bais Hamikdash, just steps away 
from the mizbeiach.

As the nation's center of law and justice, the Sanhedrin symbolizes the mitzvos 
bein adam lachaveiro and all human interactions. The mizbeiach, where we 
brought korbanos, was the center of our service bein adam laMakom.

The Torah is warning us to exert ourselves in  both categories. Someone who 
is very frum, machmir on kashrus and Shabbos, but is unethical in business 
dealings is unacceptable to the Ribbono shel Olam. Conversely, a person with a 
"good heart," who is always willing to do a favor but is lax in mitzvos bein adam 
laMakom, is equally unacceptable.

In this period between the seventeenth of Tammuz and Tisha B'Av, let us 
remove the causes of this long and bitter galus by strengthening our adherence 
to v'ahavta l'reiacha kamocha, and may we soon see the redemption of the Am 
Yisrael and the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash.  

IN CIRCULATION II

Why don't we bleed to death?

The blood in your body does not stand still. It is constantly circulating, pushed throughout the 
body by a great pump: the heart. But if your blood is constantly pressured to move, why don’t you 
bleed out every time you get a cut? That's because there's a coagulant in the blood that causes 
it to clot, blocking up the exit, which is how a scab forms after you get a cut. So why doesn’t that 
same coagulant cause the blood to stop flowing inside your body? Because it is only activated upon 
hitting the oxygen in the air outside. Inside the body, it does not clot. By accident, or by design?   

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)

To receive this newsletter in your inbox each week, send an email to subscribe@animaamin.org
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

I purchased 
s y n t h e t i c 
flowers for a 
tena’im and, 

as stipulated, returned them to have them 
rearranged for another simchah. The florist 
called several times for me to pick them up 
but I didn’t, and now he says they are lost. 
I am not certain whether the florist merely 
told me to pick them up or whether — as the 
florist claims — he also emphasized that he 
does not want to retain responsibility.
Q: Is the florist liable for the lost flowers?
A: A craftsman is a shomer sachar (paid 
custodian) who is liable if the object is 
stolen or lost and certainly if damaged due 
to negligence (C.M. 306:1). Even though the 
florist will not be paid again for rearranging 
your flowers, he remains a shomer sachar 
since this was included in the original 
purchase. If the florist was not obligated to 
make the new arrangement, he would be a 
shomer chinam (unpaid custodian) and liable 
only for negligence.
A craftsman remains a shomer sachar, even 
after he finishes his job, until he informs 
the customer that the job is complete. Once 
he tells him that, or after the set date when 
the merchandise would be ready, he is a 
shomer chinam, unless he retains the object 
as collateral for the money owed. If the 
craftsman declares that he does not wish to 
retain responsibility, he is not even a shomer 
chinam and is exempt even for negligence 
(C.M. 306:1; Sma 4).
There is a debate concerning the phrase 
“Pick up your item.” Some maintain that the 
general meaning of this statement releases 
the craftsman from custodial obligations 
but not entirely, rather downgrading him 
one step to the next level of custodianship. 
Thus a shomer sachar becomes a shomer 
chinam, and a shomer chinam is relieved of all 
custodial responsibilities (Tosafos, B.M. 49a). 

Mr. Gefen was buying wine for Shabbos sheva 
brachos. He placed the bottles, including five bottles 
of an expensive vintage, on the checkout counter. 
“How many of these do you have?” asked the 

cashier. 
“Five,” replied Mr. Gefen. “Actually, I’ll take one more. Please ring up six, and I’ll get another 
bottle.” The cashier entered six bottles.
The following day, Mr. Gefen returned to the store. “I purchased six bottles of wine yesterday,” 
he said to the store owner. “I had five on the check-out counter and was supposed to take a 
sixth, but forgot. I’d like to take the other one.”
“Can I see your receipt?” asked the owner.
“Certainly,” said Mr. Gefen, handing him the receipt.
The owner approached the cashier. “This man claims that he bought six bottles yesterday, 
but took only five,” he said. “Do you recall that?”
“I recall ringing up six,” said the cashier, “but didn’t notice whether he took the additional 
bottle.”
“I would give you the benefit of the doubt on regular items,” the manager said to Mr. Gefen. 
“However, on expensive items I cannot afford that luxury. Do you have any proof that you 
took only five?”
“I have no proof,” said Mr. Gefen, “but I know that I forgot to take the sixth.”
“I’m sorry, but I can’t give you another bottle if you have no proof,” said the owner.
Mr. Gefen walked home disappointed. “The store is holding a bottle that I paid for,” he 
remarked to a friend.
“If you’re certain,” suggested the friend, 
“next time you’re in the store, simply 
take what you deserve!”
“Can I really do that?” asked Mr. Gefen.
“I don’t see why not,” said the friend. 
“If you doubt me, you can ask Rabbi 
Dayan!”
Mr. Gefen approached Rabbi Dayan 
and related the story. “Can I take from 
the store what I deserve?” asked Mr. 
Gefen.
“This relates to the topic ‘avid inish 
dina l’nafshei’ — taking the law into 
your own hands,” replied Rabbi Dayan. 
“Rav Yehudah maintains that one may 
not take the law into his own hands; 
Rav Nachman maintains that one may 
(B.K. 27b). Most Rishonim rule like Rav 
Nachman. However, elsewhere, Rav 

bhi hotline
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a lost 
bouquet

did you know?
Buying and/or serving non-kosher 

food in business settings can 
present shailos of benefiting from 
basar b'chalav and shailos of doing 

commerce with neveilos?  

If your business purchases and/
or serves non-kosher food, please 
speak to your Rav or contact the 

Business Halacha Institute for 
guidance.
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inheritance #2

Others disagree and differentiate between 
a customer who still owes money, in which 
case the statement is to inform the customer 
that his item is available even if the customer 
will not pay yet and does not release the 
craftsman of custodial responsibilities. If 
the customer does not owe any money, it is 
assumed that the craftsman intends to relieve 
himself from any custodial responsibilities 
(Shach 306:2; Nesivos 2).
In your situation, since the florist will not be 
paid and told you to pick up your flowers, 
his liability is subject to the above debate. 
According to the first opinion, the florist’s 
statement downgrades him from a shomer 
sachar to a shomer chinam; whereas, 
according to the second opinion he is relieved 
of all custodial responsibility (Machaneh 
Ephraim, Shomrim 20). Even according to the 
first opinion, once the florist called you a 
second time, he is downgraded again and is 
relieved from all liability. [If the florist merely 
said, “You can pick up the flowers,” he has not 
relinquished all responsibilities and remains 
a shomer chinam.] (See Maaseh Uman 5:13, 
15).
Another consideration is whether losing 
the flowers is categorized as negligence or 
merely loss (aveidah). One could argue that 
in a large operation with many employees, 
it is possible for items to become lost and 
would not be categorized as negligence. 
Alternatively, one could argue that the florist 
has a responsibility to implement protocols 
to prevent items from becoming lost and 
neglecting to do so constitutes negligence. 
The presiding beis din would have to make 
that decision.
Therefore, if the florist is certain that he stated 
that he does not wish to retain responsibility, 
he is exempt from any liability. Moreover, 
since the florist called the customer multiple 
times, he is released from any custodial 
responsibility. 

money matters

Huna was censured for withholding vines from his sharecropper who had stolen fruit from 
the vineyard” (Brachos 5b).
“There seems some contradiction,” noted Mr. Gefen. “What is the halachah?”
“Shulchan Aruch (C.M. 4:1) rules that, in principle, one can take the law into his own hands,” 
answered Rabbi Dayan, “but with significant limitations.” 
“What are the limitations?” asked Mr. Gefen.
“Shulchan Aruch, based on the Rosh (B.K. 3:3), requires that you are able to prove in court 
that the item is yours,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The Rema further cites from Maharam of 
Rothenberg (Mordechai, B.K. 3:30) that you can take only the object itself that the other 
person is withholding, but cannot take something else in lieu. Third, regarding a loan, there 
is a specific prohibition to take collateral from the borrower against his will (see C.M. 97:6). 
Thus, if you can’t prove that you deserve another bottle, you can’t take from the store.
“However, many authorities maintain that the requirement that you can prove your case 
applies only when you take in the presence of others,” added Rabbi Dayan. “If you take 
unnoticed, though, so that you could claim that you didn’t take, they allow you to take what 
you deserve even if you cannot prove it, since you are believed with a migo (“due to the 
fact”). 
“Maharshal, though, writes that even when you have a migo you are not permitted to 
take l’chat’chilah, but if you already took, you can keep it. All this, of course, is when you 
are certain that you forgot the additional bottle” (Sma 4:2; Shach 4:3; Pischei Teshuvah 4:5; 
Mishphat K’halachah, Sim Shalom 4:1, citing Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, zt”l).

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com
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Converts
From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn shlita
Q: I am a convert (ger). Am I halachically entitled to inherit my biological father?
A: A convert is considered as a newborn child and does not retain halachic lineage to 
his biological father (Yevamos 22a). Nonetheless, the Sages instituted that a convert 
inherits his non-Jewish father, so that he should not abandon Judaism and revert to 
his former religion to receive the inheritance (C.M. 283:1).
However, if the father also converted, the Sages did not institute that the son should 
inherit, since then the concern of reverting does not apply. Similarly, a child born to 
a Jewish mother and non-Jewish father is not considered his halachic son and does 
not inherit from him. 
The property of a convert who died without Jewish descendants is hefker (ownerless), 
even if he has non-Jewish children who did not convert (C.M. 275:1).
Conversely, a Jew who abandoned the faith (mumar) inherits his Jewish relatives. 
However, beis din can penalize him and transfer the inheritance to his children or 
father, if they see fit (C.M. 283:2; Sma 283:8).
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Now You Know 
The words, “And G-d spoke to Moshe, 
saying” appear hundreds of times in 
the Torah. This week we find a unique 
reversal of it. 

The Torah (27:15) records, “And 

Moshe spoke to G-d, saying.” Though 
it’s not the first time Moshe said 
something to HaShem, (e.g. Shmos 

4:10,) in the other cases the Torah 

uses the word, “Vayomer, and he 
said,” instead of the word 
“Vayedaber, and he spoke,” which 
conveys a command or demand. 

How could Moshe, a human, make 
any demands of HaShem? 

The answer becomes clear once we 
see what he was asking for. The next 
verses contain Moshe’s desire that 

HaShem appoint a suitable leader for 
the Jewish People after his passing. 

He had a list of requirements for this 
leader and how he would treat the 
Jews. To Moshe, simply asking for this 

was not enough. He had to essentially 
demand it of G-d – it was that 
important. 

This is an example of the saying of 
Chazal that one who prays for his 

friend, and he needs that thing, he is 
answered first. When Moshe asked for 
a leader for the Jews, he had a 

desperate personal need for them to 
be well-taken care of in his absence. 

When one considers someone else 
more than he considers himself, 
HaShem is willing and happy to take 

those orders. 

Thought of the week: 

We can’t help everyone, but 
everyone can help someone. 

-Ronald Reagan 

(GY:HK RBDMB) „.LARsY YNB LE RPKYW WYQLAL ANQ RwA TXT OLWE TNHK TYRB ... WL HTYHW‰ 
“It shall be for him and his descendants after him a covenant of eternal kehunah 
for he was zealous for his G-d and made atonement for Bnei Yisroel.” (Num. 25:13) 

At the end of last week’s Parsha, we read the story of how Zimri, a prince of Shimon, 
publicly had relations with Kozbi, a princess of Midian. Incensed, Pinchas, son of Elazar the 
Kohain, took a spear and killed them both while everyone stood back and watched. 

When he did so, a plague that had been ravaging the Jews for committing idolatry ceased. 
The Jews were not truly interested in serving the idols, but they were lured in by the women 
of Midian who followed Bilaam’s advice that HaShem hates immorality and that enticing the 
Jews to sin would be their downfall. So what did Pinchas do that was so special? 

The Jews were interested in the beautiful daughters of Midian, and allowed their personal 
desires to take precedence over HaShem’s will. In their relationship with HaShem, they put 
themselves first which led to such a breakdown that they even served foreign gods they 
didn’t believe in. 

What Pinchas did which turned that around was to demonstrate a relationship with 
HaShem in which a person ignored himself and his own will to put HaShem first. By killing 
a prince of Shimon, Pinchas put himself at risk. Yet, he didn’t care what happened to him 
when it came to the honor of HaShem.  

True relationships are built on caring about the other party more than you care about 
yourself. The concept of a kiss is that you would give the other person the very breath of 
your life if you could. Through the plague, HaShem was protesting the Jewish People being 
selfish in their relationship with Him, which would manifest itself in all their relationships. 
That all changed with Pinchas.  

He showed how a person is supposed to act in his relationship with HaShem. Because of 
this, HaShem gave him the gift of Kehuna, the Priesthood, which is called the covenant of 
peace. When two people are more worried about each other than themselves there is 
peace between them. When each is focused on himself, then the other is a competitor. 

Pinchas needed to be given this covenant because he wasn’t a Kohain by birth. His father 
Elazar was made a Kohain after Pinchas was born and this may be a very key point. 

Pinchas had reason to feel that HaShem was “less than fair” with him. When his father got 
the Kehuna, he was left out. He didn’t get the prestige or the gifts that go to the Kohain. 
Many people would be resentful, but not Pinchas. He felt that whatever HaShem wanted 
was what he wanted. He didn’t care about himself when it came to HaShem. 

THIS was perhaps why HaShem didn’t give Pinchas the Kehuna originally though he was 
going to get it later anyway. It was giving Pinchas the chance to show people how much a 
person could love HaShem and through that earn the Priesthood rather than just be given a 
gift. It was a way to give Pinchas the chance to show the world why he deserved it, and a 
chance for him to get credit for teaching the rest of us how to live in peace. 

Crammed into a cattle car with dozens of other Jews, a young man shivered in the bitter cold as they 
traveled to an uncertain fate. Seeing an older man he recognized from his hometown and afraid the 
man might succumb to the cold, he began to massage his shoulders and limbs to keep him warm. 
Throughout the night, he continued despite exhaustion, speaking encouraging words to the old man. 

The next morning, as sunlight streamed in through the cracks, the youth was shocked by what he 
saw. Everyone on the Nazi’s death train had frozen to death overnight except the man he had been 
massaging and he - who had put aside his own tiredness to focus on another. 

©2017 – J. Gewirtz 

H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW   , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw , ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELH‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW   , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw , ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELH‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW   , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw , ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELH‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW   , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw , ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰EL    
HRs HYX IB DHRs HYX IB DHRs HYX IB DHRs HYX IB DWD ,WD ,WD ,WD ,IYYRB HQBRIYYRB HQBRIYYRB HQBRIYYRB HQBR    TB TB TB TB HZYLE HZYLE HZYLE HZYLE OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WOYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WOYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WOYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY W    

LKAR IB HwM ,LKAR IB HwM ,LKAR IB HwM ,LKAR IB HwM ,HAL IB QZYYA QXCY ,RTSA HYX IB BQEY YwYBAHAL IB QZYYA QXCY ,RTSA HYX IB BQEY YwYBAHAL IB QZYYA QXCY ,RTSA HYX IB BQEY YwYBAHAL IB QZYYA QXCY ,RTSA HYX IB BQEY YwYBA    
    

E-mail Subscribe to info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

Forget smelly herring or dusty 
plaques. Remember your loved one 

with words of Torah that change 
the world and make people better. 

Sponsor a week of Migdal 
Ohr for just $36. 

info@jewishspeechwriter.com 

(But maybe give some herring too!)☺☺☺☺ 

Think of other 
poeple. 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 



GET THE APP!

for Iphone & Android

   The
Shmuz
    .com

GET THE NEW SHMUZ APP!  ACCESS HUNDREDS OF AUDIO, VIDEOS, AND ARTICLES FROM THE SHMUZ. 
SIMPLY GO TO THE APP STORE, OR GOOGLE PLAY, AND SEARCH FOR “THESHMUZ”. OR GO TO WWW.THESHMUZ.COM.

The Shmuz - Marriage Seminar, a 12 part, comprehensive guide to a successful Marriage is available 
FREE of charge at www.TheShmuz.com. It is also on the Shmuz App available at the App store, or 
on Google play, or you may listen on Kol Halashon by calling 718- 906 6400, then options 1, 4, 3

Sponsorships available for live shmuz, weekly shmuz on the parsha 
and cd and magnet  distribution. Please contact the shmuz @ www.
theshmuz.com or 866.613-torah (8672) for details. 

on the ParshaParshas Pinchas
R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

Balak, the king of Moav, saw the su-
pernatural success the Jews experi-
enced when they left Mitzrayim, 

and he feared that his people would be 
destroyed. He hired the gentile prophet, 
Bila’am, to curse the Jews. HASHEM 
thwarted Bila’am’s efforts, and against his 
will, he blessed the Jewish people. Recog-
nizing that he couldn’t curse them, he gave 
Balak an alternate strategy: “Their God 
hates promiscuity. Entrap the men in sin, 
and God will destroy them.” Balak sent 
the message out to the Moabite women, 
and thus began one of the lowest descents 
in our history. In the end, 24,000 Jewish 
men were involved in sin and were killed 
by plague.
When setting the backdrop for these events, 
the Torah mentions that the Jewish people 
camped in Shittim. This fact seems to be 
irrelevant. What difference does it make 
where they stopped? Rabbenu Bachaye ex-
plains that the city of Shittim was pivotal 
in these events, and it was only because the 
Jewish people were encamped in that area 
that the entire debacle unfolded. He ex-
plains that in Shittim, there was a stream of 
water that caused people to act immorally. 
This stream fed Sodom, and that was why 
people there became so depraved. The To-
rah mentions Shittim to let us know that it 
was because of that particular location that 
the Jews fell to that low level. The area was 
infused with a negative force.
This concept is very difficult to understand. 
How can a stream of water cause immoral-
ity? How can one place be more depraved 
than another simply because of physical at-
tributes like a stream? 
The best way to understand this is to focus 
on almost an opposite phenomenon. 

³ A LEGEND IN OUR TIMES

In the annals of recent Jewish history, one of 
the shining stars was a man named R’ Meir 
Schuster. He became a one-man kiruv dy-
namo and is credited for tens of thousands 
of Jews returning to Torah. At his funeral, 
R’ Noach Weinberg, zt”l, himself an icon 
in the ba’al teshuvah movement, said, “I am 
jealous of R’ Meir’s olam ha-ba.” 
But those who knew him as a young man in 
yeshivah said they never would have expect-
ed it of him. He was a humble, soft-spoken, 

and shy person. He was not particularly 
charismatic, nor was he a great speaker. 
R’ Schuster’s ascent to the level of legend 
began in 1968 when he was a young kollel 
student who had just moved to Israel. He 
and his friend Chaim Kass went to daven 
at the Kosel, and they noticed many people 
there who had no connection to Judaism. 
Nevertheless, these people were visibly 
moved simply by being there. The thought 
struck them both: “Why can’t someone 
connect with all these Jews whose neshamos 
are lit up by the Kosel?” But sadly, there was 
nothing in place to help them explore what 
they were missing. 
All of that changed when they noticed a 
young man wearing a backpack, leaning 
against the Kosel, and crying. Chaim walked 
over to him and asked if he would be in-
terested in learning more about Judaism. 
The young man responded that he would. 
For the next two weeks, R’ Meir Schuster 
and R’ Chaim kept returning to the Kosel 
to try to interest more people in exploring 
Judaism. By nature, R’ Schuster is particu-
larly quiet and reserved, an introvert not 
naturally given to conversation, and so R’ 
Chaim initially did the talking. Within a 
couple of weeks, however, R’ Schuster be-
gan to take the lead. And for the next forty 
years, R’ Meir Schuster was at the Kosel, in-
viting young men and women to experience 
a Shabbos and explore their heritage. He be-
came known as the “Man of the Wall.” And, 
today, thousands and thousands of ba’alei 
teshuvah credit their return to him. 

³ CAPTURING THE MOMENT

But what was his secret? How did a shy, 
unassuming man accomplish so much? Cer-

tainly his sincerity and burning love for ev-
ery Jew propelled him. But it was the time 
and the place that made it happen. Stand-
ing in Yerushalayim, the holiest city in the 
world, and there at its epicenter, the place 
of the Beis HaMikdash, a Jewish heart is 
aglow. The aura is pervasive and powerful. 
Rabbi Schuster tapped into that experience 
and guided people to further explore its 
wonder. What he did was gargantuan, but 
it was the Kosel that moved them. 

³ A STREAM THAT 
CAUSES IMMORALITY

This seems to be the answer to Rabbenu 
Bachaye. “The land of Shittim caused im-
morality” is literal. There was a pull to de-
pravity in that place. HASHEM created 
many forces in this world; some function 
on a physical plane, and some on a differ-
ent plane. If you electrify a piece of iron, 
it exerts an electromagnetic pull — a force 
so powerful that it can lift a full-sized SUV. 
So, too, HASHEM created forces that affect 
the spiritual world. Yerushalayim is infused 
with holiness; there is a presence in the air. 
When a person walks the streets, his soul 
lights up, and the pull toward ruchniyus is 
palpable. But just as HASHEM created spe-
cific places that effuse kedushah, He also cre-
ated places that give off the opposite effect. 
There are places on this planet that exert a 
potent force that pulls a person to vice. It 
strengthens the hold of the body over the 
neshamah, and a person is drawn to do that 
which is sinful — not for the pleasure alone, 
but for the immorality of the action.

³ SAN FRANCISCO

This concept is applicable to us, as even to-
day, there are cities that are notorious for 
depravity. While we may be tempted to ex-
plain it based on sociological factors and cir-
cumstances, there is often a deeper, under-
lying cause. As part of keeping everything 
in this world in balance, HASHEM chooses 
some areas to be receptacles of impurity. 
By being aware of different spiritual forces, 
and by becoming more sensitive to these 
pulls, we can tap into the dynamics that will 
propel our spiritual growth. May HASHEM 
speedily redeem us, and may we all live again 
in the most holy of all lands, 
our birthright, Eretz Yisrael. 

A Land 
that Grows 
Immorality

“Yisrael settled in Shittim and the 
people began to act promiscuously 

with the daughters of Moav.”
— Bemidbar 25:1 — 
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Shevuos 9a) states that the Korban Musaf goat of 
Rosh Chodesh is brought to atone for Tum’ah-related  sins that 
one commits without realizing it, as the Posuk says: ‘sk ,tyjk – 
sins that are only known to Hashem. It accompanies the Korban 
Olah, which the Posuk refers to as: jujhb jhr vkug, because the 
Korban Olah is pure pleasure for Hashem, unlike the Korban 
Chatas for Musaf, whose purpose is to provide a Kaparah. This is 
also apparent in the Rosh Chodesh Musaf Tefilah, where we say: 
osgc rpfk ,tyj hrhgau ,iumr hjcz lhbpk ochrevc, where the Olah is 
iumr hjcz (desired by Hashem) and the ,tyj is for Kaparah. 
However, a little later in the Musaf Tefilah, we ask for the 
Geulah, when we will once again offer Korbanos on a new jczn, 
and the Musaf is referred to as: iumrc vagb ohzg hrhgau. How will 
the Chatas be changed to become iumrk ? The Netziv notes that in 
the Tochachah, the Posuk says: ofasen ,t h,unavu (I will destroy 
your Mikdash) followed by ofjujhb jhrc jhrt tku (and I won’t 
smell your pleasant aromas), which indicates that even after the 
Churban of the Beis HaMikdash, the jczn still stood until the fall 
of Beitar, and the Korban Pesach continued to be offered on it, 
albeit without jujhb jhr. The Emek Brocho explains the phrase in 
the Hagadah: iumrk ljczn rhe ….ohjxpv inu ohjczv in oa kftbu 
accordingly, that we should merit once again to offer and eat the 
Korbanos iumrk – with jujhb jhr, unlike the Korban Pesach that 
had been offered after the Churban. So too, our Musaf Tefilah on 
Rosh Chodesh makes mention of ihf, iuhmc asj jczn – that a new   
jczn will be built, and in contradistinction to the jczn that was 
still functioning after the Churban that was not iumrk, the 
Korbanos offered on this new jczn, including the ohzg hrhga, will 
be iumrk.         

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Just as one should not eat much on Erev Shabbos or Erev Yom 
Tov, so as to eat the Shabbos or Yom Tov meal iuct,k, when 
should one not sleep much so as to sleep later iuct,k ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Should one still attempt to make peace between those who don’t want it ?)   
The Mishna (Peah 1:1) lists activities (ohrcs ukt) that earn one 
rfa in both vzv okug and tcv okug. It includes ohsxj ,ukhnd and 
ouka ,tcv between people. The Tiferes Yisroel (8) notes that 
although ouka ,tcv is itself a Chesed, the Chesed aspect only 
applies where one is asked for advice in procuring ouka. The act 
of ouka ,tcv itself applies even where both parties don’t want it. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
When the Shliach Tzibur recites Birchos HaShachar in the 
morning, it is possible that members of the Tzibur who answer 
Amein will be Yotzay those berachos, and if they say them 
privately afterwards, it could constitute berachos LeVatalah. 
Therefore, one should either say Birchos HaShachar oneself 
before the Shliach Tzibur says them, or else say una lurcu tuv lurc 
when listening to him. (Aruch HaShulchan j”ut 6:13)    

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Shabbos 22b) states that the Menorah’s purpose in 
the Mishkan was not to provide light, but rather to evidence the 
presence of the Shechinah. Tosafos adds that in the Midbar, the 
light of the sucfv hbbg was so strong that Aharon and the Kohanim 
were able to view the contents of a closed barrel. The Gemara 
(Makos 7a) quotes R’ Akiva and R’ Tarfon who claimed that if 
they were on a Sanhedrin judging capital cases, they would 
ensure that no one would ever be executed, by asking the 
witnesses if they could state that the murder victim was healthy, 
or perhaps he had an internal, fatal, physical flaw. Since the 
possibility exists that the victim may have been terminally flawed 
(a vpry) the witnesses’ testimony would have to be rejected. 
Tosafos asks, what would R’ Akiva and R’ Tarfon do in the case 
of one accused of Avodah Zara or Chilul Shabbos ? Tosafos 
answers that they would ask the same question – was the 
Mechalel Shabbos healthy, or perhaps he was a Treifah. The Beis 
Yitzchok (s”uh 39:8) asks, do we not see that the aauen was 
executed in the Midbar for Chilul Shabbos ? How could R’ Akiva 
and R’ Tarfon plan a procedure that was clearly not used then ? 
He answers that the Posuk states that the aauen was brought 
before Moshe and Aharon. Why was Aharon necessary ? Because 
Aharon could see “into” the aauen and establish that he had no 
fatal flaws. R’ Akiva and R’ Tarfon would not have the use of an 
"X-Ray machine” so their interrogatory would produce a reprieve. 
However, the Gemara (Temurah 16a) states that during the 
Aveilus for Moshe Rabbeinu, 3000 Halachos were forgotten, and 
when Yehoshua was urged to get them back by asking the Urim 
V’Tumim, he replied: thv ohnac tk – Halachos cannot be 
provided or determined divinely by Nevuah or Urim V’Tumim. If 
so, how could Aharon’s special divinely-powered vision be used 
to execute the aauen ? The answer is that ohrutv ypanc uk ktau is 
to be used legally to determine facts or direction. If a question 
“Should we go to war ?” were presented to the Urim V’Tumim, it 
was not asking if it was Mutar or Assur, but rather - will we win 
or not. So too, Aharon would present the facts, and Moshe would 
determine the Halacha.        

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A young bochur named Aharon was one of many who used to follow 
around HaGaon HaRav Avraham Aharon Prague who lived in Batei 
Hungarim in Yerushalayim. One day, someone asked R’ Avraham Aharon 
a question and before he had a chance to answer, young Aharon piped 
up: “It’s a clear Tosafos in Bava Basra”, not realizing that he may have 
been ucr hbpc vfkv vrun. R’ Avraham Aharon asked him if he could 
point out the Tosafos, and young Aharon said of course. He then 
proceeded to search through the entire Bava Basra, but could not find 
the Tosafos. Embarrassed, he did not appear before R’ Avraham Aharon 
again, and for many years, he checked Bava Basra off and on, and 
wondered why he was unable to find the Tosafos, which he was certain 
was to be found in that Masechta. One day, he heard the tragic news 
that R’ Avraham Aharon had been Niftar. He felt bad that he had never 
asked him for Mechilah, but when he next davened Mincha, he idly 
opened up a Bava Basra, and immediately found the “missing” Tosafos.      
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family.  
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לכן אמר, הנני נתן לו את בריתי “ 25:12

 ”שלום

“Therefore say, Behold – I give him My 

covenant of peace.”  Pinchos stood up from 

amongst Klal Yisroel and with the Midah of Kano’us 

killed Zimri and Kozbi and brought an end to the 

plague that was devastating Klal Yisroel.”  

Kiddushin 66b – from “Brisi Sholom” we learn that 

a Kohen has to be “Sholaim”, whole in body, 

without any defects, in order to perform the 

Avodah.  The Gemara asks, but the Posuk says 

Sholom (peace), not Sholaim (whole)?  The Gemara 

answers that Vov is severed so it looks like a Yud.  

We can learn from the Posuk that a Kohen needs to 

be a Sholaim to do the Avodah.  What aspect of 

“Sholaim” applied to Pinchos?  The following Divrei 

Torah will expound on this topic, and support the 

P’shat offered in the closing paragraph.    

פינחס “ – Bamidbar 25:771 – ילקוט שמעוני 

   ”.Pinchos is Eliyahu“ – ”הוא אליהו

“ 25:12 – בניהו על התורה  הנני נתן , לכן אמר

'ו The letter – ”לו את בריתי שלום  from the word 

 is cut off at the bottom so that the top is the שלום

letter Yud.  This is Remez to the Bechina of  יסוד

' ו which is the 10th Sefirah – the cut off ,דמלכות  

ends up as Yud, representing the 10th.  The Yalkut 

Shimoni says that Eliyahu was Pinchos, and it is also 

known from the Megaleh Amukos and the Shlah 

Hakodosh that אליהו זכור לטוב is appointed over 

the night of Motzai Shabbos Kodesh.  The fourth 

Seudah of Shabbos is called the Seudah of Dovid 

Hamelech, and is on Motzai Shabbos – when 

Eliyahu is in charge.  Dovid Hamelech is Malchus, 

and Eliyahu is Yesod of Malchus – for Pinchos is 

Eliyahu.  אליהו in its full form ( , י"ה, ד"יו, ד"למ, ף"אל

ו"וא ) – the last letters spell, “פי דוד” – meaning the 

Chelek, the portion, of Dovid, for Eliyahu controls 

the portion of Dovid.  

“ 25:12 - קהלת יצחק  הנני נתן לו , לכן אמר

םאת בריתי שלו ” – What was this Bris Sholom that 

Pinchos was Zoche to?  It can’t refer to the 

Kehunah, for the following Posuk tells us that he 

received the Kehunah.  Sanhedrin 82a – 25:7 “ וירא

  ?And Pinchos saw.”  What did he see“ – ”פינחס

Pinchos saw that there is no wisdom or 

understanding, or counsel, against the honor of 

Hashem.  Whenever there is a threat of Chillul 

Hashem, desecrating the Holy Name of Hashem, 

we do not worry about giving honor to a teacher – 

the possessor of wisdom, understanding, and 

counsel. This is why Pinchos did not wait until he 

received permission from his Rebbe, Moshe 

Rabbeinu.  The Gemara in Eiruvin 63A discusses 

one who Paskens in front of his Rebbe – bad things 

will happen to the person.  Pinchos was concerned 

that perhaps it was not proper for him to Pasken in 

front of his Rebbe, and evil things will happen to 

him.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu let Pinchos know that 

we Pasken like him, and that in the face of Chillul 

Hashem, one should not be concerned about P’sak 

Halacha in front of his Rebbe.  This Bris Sholom, 

covenant of peace, was a sign that there was 

complete peace with Pinchos, and none of the evil 

things would happen to him, for he acted correctly.   

“ 25:12 - רבינו אפרים  הנני נתן לו , לכן אמר

 for) שלים The written word is – ”את בריתי שלום

the ו'  is cut and it is therefore a י' ) yet it is read as 

 This is to teach is that Hakodosh Boruch Hu  .שלום

paid him his reward for the י' , ten, tests that he 

passed that day. פינחס is the same Gematria as 

 for Yitzchok was the tenth and final test that יצחק

Avrohom Avinu passed – the Akeidas Yitzchok.  The 

Gematria of פינחס is also equal to the Gematria of 

, אש :four times (52x4=208), which is K’neged בן

עפר, מים, רוח .  When Pinchos killed Zimri, it let free 

three of these Yesodos, and there was only one בן, 

left remaining, the Yesod of אש.  That was why he 

was then called אליהו, which is the Gematria of בן.  

“ 25:12 - עוד יוסף חי  הנני נתן לו את , לכן אמר

'ו The – ”בריתי שלום  of the word שלום is cut. 

Before the times of Dovid Hamelech, Pinchos was 

hidden from the world.  He went to reside in the 

wilderness, a place completely devoid of human 

beings, and was Misboded – connected himself to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and studied Torah on his 

own.  After the end of the days of Achiyah 
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Hashiloni, he revealed himself to Klal Yisroel, and 

called himself Eliyahu, not the name Pinchos.  The 

world did not recognize him as Pinchos, for he was 

not visible to the world for so many years.  

Certainly the Nevi’im and Chachomim recognized 

him as Pinchos, yet they did not reveal it.  He was 

recognized as Eliyahu Hatishbi, who resided in 

Gilad.  He lived like that for many years, and then 

ascended to Shomayim.  These were the words of 

ר ששון מרדכי"מהר .  With this understanding, we 

can understand why the ו'  was cut.  The Bris 

Sholom that Pinchos received was eternal life, as it 

says in Malachi 2:5 “בריתי היתה אתו החיים והשלום.”  

The ו'  is cut to teach us that while he did receive 

eternal life, there was a point in time in the middle 

of his days, in which he was hidden in this world – 

his days were cut, in which he was hidden, like the 

space in the ו' , and reappeared as Eliyahu.   

“ 25:12  - משך חכמה  הנני נתן לו , לכן אמר

 There is a rule that when – ”את בריתי שלום

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives a Havtacha to an 

individual, the person could lose that Havtacha if 

he Chas V’sholom sins.  However, that which is said 

through a Navi, will be eternal even if one Chas 

V’sholom sins. (The litmus test to see if one is a 

true Navi or not is to see if his prediction of good 

things will happen.  If he is a true Navi, and predicts 

something good, it will happen even if one sins.  If 

his prediction does not come true, that is a proof 

that he is a false Navi).  Hakodosh Boruch Hu could 

have given this Bris Sholom to Pinchos directly, for 

Pinchos was a Navi, but He wanted it to be eternal 

under all circumstances, and therefore gave it 

through a Navi, Moshe Rabbeinu – and then the 

Bris is eternal.  

דעבן יהוי   – Sanhedrin 82b – “ הנני נותן לו

וראויה כפרה זו שתהא מכפרת “ – ”את בריתי שלום

 And this atonement that Pinchos“ – ”והולכת לעולם

effected is suitable to continue atoning forever.”  

Why is this so? When a Tzaddik lives in this world, 

he protects those who live in his generation from 

 punishment.  The Tzaddik and his ,פורענות

generation are like partners in his Zechuyos.  Just 

as the Tzaddik is protected from פורענות because of 

his Ma’asim Tovim, so too the rest of Klal Yisroel 

are saved from פורענות.  However, after the 

Tzaddik dies, the partnership dissolves, and the 

people no longer have a share in his Zechuyos, and 

are no longer protected.  Pinchos received the Bris 

Sholom, that he would live forever, as Pinchos is 

Eliyahu Hanavi, זכור לטוב, who ascended to 

Shomayim while he was alive. Being that Pinchos / 

Eliyahu never died, Klal Yisroel are still partners 

with him in his Zechuyos, and therefore they have 

that protection forever due to his Zechuyos 

 have come upon Klal Yisroel, yet without פרעניות)

the Zechuyos of Pinchos / Eliyahu, it certainly 

would have been worse).   

ך"אלשי   - 25:12 “ הנני נתן לו את , לכן אמר

 This Posuk teaches us that when – ”בריתי שלום

one serves Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and forgoes the 

desires of his body for the sake of his Neshama, 

both his body and his Neshama will live and thrive, 

as we see that Pinchos / Eliyahu lives forever. 

However, when a person is drawn after the desires 

of his body at the expense of his Neshama, he will 

lose both his body and his Neshama.  Each Yid must 

make his body subservient to his Neshama, thereby 

causing his actions to be for the sake of Hashem. 

This is the essence of Kiddush Hashem.  One who is 

not willing to die to be Mekadesh Shem Shomayim, 

and completely give up his Guf, is not living his life 

as a Yid.  Pinchos was willing to be killed in order to 

defend the honor of Hashem.  Pinchos knew that 

the Shevet of Zimri would seek revenge against 

him, and understood that his life would be in grave 

danger for killing Zimri.  Pinchos did not hesitate to 

act for the honor of Hashem, and was rewarded 

with peace and life.  In contrast, Zimri allowed his 

physical lusts to overtake his Neshama, and he lost 

both his Guf and his Neshama. 

“ 25:12 – תרגום יונתן בן עוזיאל   אבשבוע

, גזר ליה ית קימי שלם אהאנ, אימר ליה מן שמיה

ויחי לעלם למבשרא גאולתא , םיואעבדניה מלאך קי

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to Moshe – ”בסוף יומיא

Rabbeinu, “With a Shevuah, an oath, say to him 
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(Pinchos) in My Name: Behold I am giving him the 

Bris Sholom, and I am making him the Malach 

Habris, the angel of the Bris, and he will live forever 

to announce the Geulah at the end of days.” 

“ 25:12 - ברך משה  הנני נתן לו את , לכן אמר

 ,Targum Yonason says that Pinchos – ”בריתי שלום

who received the Bris Sholom, will also be the one 

who in the future will announce the news of the 

final Geulah.  What is the connection between 

receiving the Bris Sholom for his act of Mesiras 

Nefesh for the sake of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and 

his announcing the coming of Moshiach?  

Kiddushin 66b – If a Kohen performs the Avodah, 

and is found to have a מום, blemish, his Avodah is 

Posul, as the Posuk says, “בריתי שלום” – the Kohen 

can only perform the Avodah when he is, שלם, 

complete, and not when he is deficient.  The Posuk 

is extolling the praises of Pinchos.  Why do we 

learn out from here that a Kohen who has a מום is 

disqualified from performing Avodah?  Why are 

Kohanim warned against becoming Tamei from the 

deceased? Being that they are routinely performing 

Avodah in the Mikdash, they are not to become 

Tamei, for then they would not be able to perform 

the Avodah.  However, according to this, why are 

Kohanim in our time not to become Tamei, a time 

when we are not Zoche to have the Bais 

Hamikdash, and are not performing any Avodah?  

Not only that, but Rashi says that even Kohanim 

who have a מום and are not allowed to do Avodah, 

they too are not to become Tamei.  Being that they 

will not be able to perform Avodah anyways, why 

are they not to become Tamei? Each and every day 

we are to yearn for the coming of Moshiach, and 

we will once again be Zoche to have a Bais 

Hamikdash.  Even nowadays, Kohanim are not to 

become Tamei, for we hope that we will be Zoche 

to have the Bais Hamikdash speedily in our days, 

and they should be Tahor, and prepared to 

perform the Avodah.  Even those with a מום are 

included in this, for as it says in Yeshaya 35:5, all 

will be healed from the blemishes, and will not 

have any blemishes which would disqualify them 

from Avodah.  All Kohanim will be able to serve in 

the Bais Hamikdash, so they all must be prepared 

to do so.  Targum Yonason is coming to answer this 

which seems to be a contradiction.  If one needs to 

be שלם, not have a מום, in order to perform the 

Avodah, then why does he have to be careful not 

to become Tamei?  The answer is that one must 

always have a great desire that Moshiach will come 

– Pinchos / Eliyahu will announce his coming. Then 

all will be healed, and all will be able to perform 

the Avodah – therefore all cannot become Tamei.  

It is a  great Zechus for Pinchos, that through his 

action the Halacha that a Kohen who has a מום 

cannot perform the Avodah - for we then have the 

question, why does one who has a מום need to 

worry about Tumah?  This then reminds all of us, 

Kohanim and all of Klal Yisroel alike, that we must 

always wait with great anticipation, and yearning 

for the arrival of Moshiach to come speedily in our 

days.   

“ 25:12 - בן איש חי  הנני נתן לו את , לכן אמר

 Why was Pinchos Zoche to the Bris – ”בריתי שלום

 The Zohar Hakodosh 237b says that Pinchos  ?שלום

saw the letter מ'  from the Malach Hamaves, from 

the name מות, hovering over Klal Yisroel.  It was 

trying to spill the blood of Klal Yisroel.  Pinchos 

grabbed the מ' , and sweetened it by saying the 

Name of Hashem.  He took that letter and added it 

to his own name. פינחס is the Gematria ח"ר , and 

when you add the מ'  it becomes ח"רמ .  He then 

saw the letter ו'  from the name of the Malach 

Hamaves, מות, and also added it to his name, to 

make it רומח.  “ וידקור את שניהם...ויקח רומח בידו ” – 

Pinchos took that רומח, spear, and killed Zimri and 

Kozbi.  By taking the letters מ'  and ו'  from the 

Malach Hamaves, מות, Pinchos nullified the Malach 

Hamaves, and saved Klal Yisroel.  Pinchos took the 

evil from those two letters, and turned it to good, 

by using a sword to kill evil.  בקנאו את קנאתי בתוכם 

'ו There is no need for the – ”בתוכם“ –  for there 

could have just been a Cholem on top of the ת'  

therefore from this word we have – “ ו"בתוך מ ” – 

Pinchos avenged the jealousy of Hakodosh Boruch 
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Hu, ו"בתוך מ  – through the letters ו"מ .  Pinchos was 

Zoche to the Bris of וםשל ו"של מ –   - The word של is 

a Loshon of grabbing, as in  ים מן היםדגשולה .  He 

was Zoche to it for he grabbed the ו"מ  from the 

Malach Hamaves and turned it to good.   

יהודה החסיד' ר   - 25:12 “ הנני נתן , לכן אמר

'ו The – ”לו את בריתי שלום  is cut like a י'  as a Remez 

that after י' , ten, generations Kohanim Gedolim will 

come from Pinchos – צדוק, in the days of Shlomo 

Hamelech.  Until ten generations, the Kohanim 

Gedolim came from איתמר.  The reason that they 

did not come from Pinchos sooner than ten 

generations was because of the sin of Pinchos, that 

when Yiftach made a vow, Pinchos did not go to 

Yiftach’s house and annul the vow.   The ו'  is cut for 

Pinchos did not have complete שלום, for Ruach 

Hakodesh was taken away from him as a result of 

his sin.  (The vow was that if he was successful in 

battle, the first thing out of the door of his house 

would be brought as a Korbon.  When he returned 

home, the first thing out of his house was his 

daughter – which meant that he needed to bring 

her as a Korbon.  Certainly Yiftach never intended 

to bring his daughter as Korbon, rather he assumed 

that an animal would be the first thing to come 

out.  Yiftach did not want to go to Pinchos to annul 

the vow, and Pinchos did not want to go to him.  

They each didn’t want to go to the other, for they 

felt that other person should have come to them.  

They were both punished for this). 

“ 25:12 - רבינו אפרים  הנני נתן לו , לכן אמר

 Generally, a Kohen who spills – ”את בריתי שלום

the blood of another person cannot perform 

Avodah in the Bais Hamikdash.  The Torah is telling 

us that despite Pinchos spilling blood – rather in 

this case – because of his spilling blood, he was 

Zoche to do the Avodah in the Bais Hamikdash.  

The ו'  is cut so that the words is written as שלים – 

complete.  This is to teach us that although Pinchos 

killed people, he was still a שלים, complete, in 

every way.   

“ 25:12 -  ילקוט האזובי  הנני נתן לו , לכן אמר

'ו The – ”את בריתי שלום  of the word שלום is cut so 

that the words reads, שלים – complete.  This is to 

teach us that Pinchos was Zoche to a Bris Sholom 

that was complete, meaning that it was a complete 

gift that is never ending.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the ו'  

of שלום is cut so that the word reads שלים – 

complete.  Pinchos had everything to lose by killing 

Zimri and Kozbi.  By killing people one would think 

that he would cause more Machlokes, the exact 

opposite of peace.  But in fact, by Pinchos killing 

Zimri and Kozbi, he brought peace between 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel.  The ו'  is not 

replaced with a י'  rather the ו'  is cut so that we read 

it with a ו' , though the written word is like it has a 

'י .  Pinchos was Zoche to the Bris of complete 

Sholom.  Pinchos / Eliyahu was Zoche to the 

ultimate, Zoche to be alive eternally, so that he 

could always help protect Klal Yisroel.  His actions 

demonstrated what it meant to be a true Oved 

Hashem.  He did not take into account what the 

ramifications of his actions would cause himself, 

rather his sole desire was for the honor of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Whatever would happen to 

him because of his acting for the honor of Hashem 

was not relevant to him.  It was in this Zechus that 

he was Zoche to the highest accolade, the 

complete Bris of Sholom.  Eliyahu attends each and 

every Bris Milah.  He is there for everyone to know 

that the Bris Milah, is a Bris between Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu and each Yid in Klal Yisroel.  The Bris 

Milah is the first step in the covenant between us 

and Hakodosh Boruch Hu – but it is not yet 

complete.  We must emulate the ways of Pinchos, 

and our actions must be for the sake of Hashem.  If 

we act in that manner, then we will also be Zoche 

to have our Bris be a complete Bris.  It is also 

Eliyahu Hanavi who will be the one to announce 

the end to this Golus for it is he who was Zoche to 

a complete Bris of Sholom – one that we will all be 

Zoche to with the coming of Moshiach.  May we be 

Zoche to hear the announcement of the coming of 

Moshiach from Eliyahu, במהרה בימינו אמן! 
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)25:11פינחס בן אלעזר בן אהרן הכהן השיב את חמתי מעל בני ישראל בקנאו את קנאתי בתוכם (  
The mystics teach that through his actions, Pinchas atoned for the sin of Nadav and Avihu. The 

Chiddushei HaRim points out a number of similarities between these two incidents in which Pinchas 
corrected mistakes made by Nadav and Avihu. 

The Gemora (Eiruvin 63a) teaches that Nadav and Avihu were punished for issuing a legal ruling 
in the presence of their teacher Moshe. Pinchas rectified this by specifically going to discuss his actions 
with Moshe before acting. The Torah (Vayikra 10:1) also teaches that Nadav and Avihu were punished 
for bringing an incense-offering which they weren’t commanded by Hashem to offer. Pinchas corrected 
this by doing an action which in a sense he wasn’t commanded to do. The Gemora (Sanhedrin 82a) 
teaches that such an act of zealotry may only be done by a person who knows the law on his own, as a 
Rabbi who is asked about the law may not instruct others to perform it.  

Additionally, just as Nadav and Avihu gave up their lives for the dedication of the Mishkan, 
Pinchas also endangered his life when he entered Zimri’s tent to kill him, as Zimri could have easily 
attacked him first. The Chiddushei HaRim suggests that this is the reason that the laws of the sacrifices 
which are offered on the festivals are specifically taught in Parshas Pinchas. Just as Nadav and Avihu 
represented the first sacrifices in the Mishkan, Pinchas rectified their actions when he risked becoming a 
sacrifice for a proper purpose, and the laws of the offerings are therefore concluded in this parsha. 
 
 

)25:11פינחס בן אלעזר בן אהרן הכהן (  
At the end of last week’s parsha, the Jewish people began to sin with the non-Jewish Midianites. 

Even Zimri, the leader of the tribe of Shimon, was caught up in transgressing. Anxious to stem the spread 
of the sin, Aharon’s grandson Pinchas publicly killed Zimri. Rashi writes that the Jewish people began to 
embarrass Pinchas. They questioned how a person whose maternal grandfather (Yisro) was an idolater 
could murder the leader of a tribe. Therefore, the Torah specifically emphasizes Pinchas’s paternal 
descent from Aharon. 

The logic behind the Jews’ argument and Hashem’s response is difficult to grasp. If they knew 
the law that permitted Pinchas’s actions, why did they insult him? If they were unfamiliar with the law 
and viewed him as a cold-blooded murderer, of what benefit was it to point out his paternal lineage? In 
what way did it change the reality that one of his grandfathers served as a priest for idol-worship and that 
in their minds, he had killed the leader of a tribe without justification? 

Rav Meir Shapiro explains that the value of a mitzvah is measured by the degree to which its 
performance runs counter to a person’s natural inclinations and therefore represents a greater test of his 
devotion to Hashem. The Jews attempted to minimize the greatness of Pinchas’s actions not by 
insinuating that he was a cold-blooded killer, but by hinting that it had come easy to him because his 
grandfather cruelly killed animals as part of his idol-worship.  

The Torah therefore emphasizes that this act was performed with great personal difficulty and 
internal resistance. Pinchas’s natural instincts came not from his allegedly merciless maternal grandfather, 
but from his paternal grandfather Aharon, a man whose entire life was dedicated to the pursuit of peace. 
The Lekach Tov derives from this explanation the importance of adapting ourselves to the Torah and not 
attempting to interpret the Torah’s laws in light of our personal preferences, a lesson illustrated by the 
following story. 
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A person once remarked to Rav Yitzchok Hutner that the performance of certain mitzvos is too 
difficult for him since they run counter to his nature and he is unable to change. Rav Hutner responded by 
likening the man’s argument to the case of a motorist speeding down the highway who suddenly sees 
flashing lights in his rear-view mirror. He pulls over, and the policeman approaches and asks why he was 
driving 83 mph on a highway with a speed limit of 50.  

The man foolishly answers that he did nothing wrong, as the car was set to cruise control and he 
wasn’t even the one driving at that speed. The officer dismisses his specious defense by noting that he 
was the one to initially set the cruise control to an illegal speed. Similarly, when a person comes before 
the Heavenly Court and attempts to justify his ways by noting that certain mitzvos ran counter to his very 
essence, he will have a difficult time explaining who was responsible for creating within himself a nature 
which runs counter to the Torah.  

While every person has different mitzvos that specifically challenge him, the Mishnah in Avos 
teach that the strong person is one who conquers his evil inclination (4:1) and that the harder a mitzvah is 
for a person, the greater will be his reward for doing it (5:22), a lesson we should learn from the eternal 
covenant of peace that Hashem gave to Pinchas for acting counter to his peaceful nature. 
 
 

)27:20ונתתה מהודך עליו למען ישמעו כל עדת בני ישראל (  
 As the end of Moshe’s life began to approach, Hashem commanded him to appoint his disciple 
Yehoshua to succeed him as the leader of the Jewish nation. Although Yehoshua was a faithful student, 
Rashi writes that he wasn’t on the same level as his teacher. The Gemora in Bava Basra (75a) records that 
upon recognizing this difference, the elders of the generation remarked, “Woe to us for this humiliation 
and shame.” Why did they feel embarrassed only after noting this distinction, and why specifically did 
Yehoshua make them feel this way and not the even greater Moshe? 
 The Chofetz Chaim compares this to a case of a rich businessman who arrived one day in a small 
rural village, asking if anybody would be interested in becoming his partner in a new project. The 
businessman offered to put up all of the necessary funds and expertise, but merely desired a hard worker 
to assist him with managing and running the business.  

Most of the residents were content with their simple lifestyles and were skeptical about the man’s 
promises of fame and fortune, so they declined the offer. One simple, illiterate villager decided that he 
had nothing to lose and agreed to become the man’s partner. A few years later, the pair returned to visit 
the village, arriving in an impressive carriage and dressed in a manner which clearly revealed the success 
of their venture. At this sight, the villagers were mortified and ran to hide.  

They explained that they weren’t embarrassed by the wealthy entrepreneur, as they felt that his 
education and resources gave him advantages that they could only dream of. They were, however, quite 
shamed at the sight of the success and riches which had met their former neighbor. They remembered all 
too well that they had been offered the same opportunity, but only he was wise enough to take advantage 
of it. The recognition of what they had had the ability to become and their failure to actualize their 
potential generated powerful feelings of humiliation.  

Similarly, the Jews in the wilderness never measured themselves against the levels reached by 
Moshe. They viewed the pious family into which he was born and the elevated soul with which he was 
blessed as bestowing upon him opportunities for greatness that they could never fathom. Yehoshua, on 
the other hand, was neither the wisest nor the greatest of the generation. Rashi explains (27:16) that 
Yehoshua was chosen on the basis of his devoted service to Moshe throughout the 40 years in the desert. 
Upon recognizing this, the Jews became aware of the levels which could be reached when a person who 
had been just like them utilized his talents to their fullest. It was this humiliation that the Jews 
experienced upon the inauguration of Yehoshua as Moshe’s successor. 

The lesson for us is that because each of us was born into our own unique family and life 
circumstances, we needn’t worry that we will be compared to the levels reached by others, whose lots in 
life afforded them natural advantages. However, we must look ourselves in the mirror daily and question, 
“Am I utilizing all of my talents and abilities to become the best me that I am capable of?” 
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Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 

1) The Targum Yonason ben Uziel (25:12) writes that as reward for Pinchas’s reward zealotry, 
Hashem promised that he would live forever and would herald the final redemption. Our Sages 
explain that Eliyahu HaNavi was none other than Pinchas. In what way did Pinchas’s actions 
make him uniquely suited for this role, and in what way was this reward measure-for-measure? 
(Rabbeinu Bechaye, Toras Chaim, Mishmeres Ariel) 

2) How was Serach related to Asher? (Targum, Ramban, Daas Z’keinim, Chizkuni, and Ayeles 
HaShachar 26:46, HaTur HeAruch Bereishis 46:17) 

3) Are the laws of inheritance considered חוקים, laws whose reason is hidden from us and which we 
perform solely because Hashem command us, or משפטים, laws which we are able to logically 
understand on some level? (Rabbeinu Bechaye 9:8, Malbim, Ayeles HaShachar) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 

 1) Rabbeinu Bechaye notes that the Torah precedes Pinchas's reward by stressing (25:11) that his actions 
caused Hashem's anger at the Jews to subside, and as a result, He did not destroy them in His rage. This 
implies that if not for Pinchas, Hashem would have obliterated the entire nation. Because Pinchas was 
responsible for the continued existence of the Jewish people from that moment onward, it was a fitting 
reward that he also merited living eternally. Alternatively, the Brisker Rav answers that one of Eliyahu's 
key functions will be to clarify confusing legal issues by ruling on previously irresolvable disputes. The 
Gemora (Sanhedrin 82a) records that Moshe forgot the law that a zealot is permitted to kill a Jew who 
publicly engages in relations with a non-Jewish woman, and it was Pinchas who remembered the law and 
fulfilled it by killing Zimri. Because Pinchas clarified the law in this critical situation, he merited 
becoming Eliyahu, who will do so on a much larger scale. 

 
 2) The Ramban quotes the Targum Onkelos, who writes that Serach was the daughter of Asher's wife 

from another man, to whom she was married prior to her marriage to Asher. The Ramban explains that 
although Asher had sons who inherited his possessions, his wife had no sons, and as a result, Serach 
inherited her mother's belongings, including her portion in the land of Israel. This explains why she is 
mentioned here together with those who inherited shares in the land (26:53), similar to the inclusion of the 
daughters of Tzelafchad (26:33) in this list for the same reason. This opinion is supported by the fact that 
the Torah doesn't write ובת אשר שרח - and the daughter of Asher was Serach - as it does in other verses, 
but rather בת אשר שרחושם  - and the name of Asher's daughter was Serach - alluding to the fact that 
Serach became known as "the daughter of Asher" because he raised her as his daughter, although in 
reality she was not his biological child. However, the Daas Z'keinim and Chizkuni argue that if Serach's 
father was one of Yaakov's other children, she should be mentioned as his offspring, and if her father 
wasn't one of the other children, she shouldn't be included in a list of Yaakov's descendants. They explain 
that the Torah's unusual expression emphasizing her name reflects the fact that her name was well-known 
due to her pious reputation. It should be noted that the version of the Targum Onkelos that we have does 
not say that Serach was the daughter of Asher's wife. 
 
3) Rabbeinu Bechaye writes that at least some parts of the laws of inheritance are straightforward and 
logical. The Malbim and Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman point out that the Torah refers (27:11) to these 
laws as a חוקת משפט, which means that they contain both elements. Although some of the laws seem to 
defy understanding, there is some order which can be logically understood by those who invest the effort. 
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 לרפו״ש ר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה, ור׳ אלטר חיים בן יהודית, ור׳ ברוך מרדכי בן טעסיל, ור׳ אברהם בן רחל, ור׳ מתתיהו חיים בן עטיל  
 ולרפו״ש לאה בת שרה ריבא, ורחל בת חיה ביילא בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 

Yahrtzeits of our 
 ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְשָרֵאל

 כ״ד  תמוז
5600 - 5662 
1840 - 1902 

 Joseph in ר׳ דֹוב ּבֶער was born to ר׳ יֲַעקֹב יֹוֵסף זַַצ״ל
Graz, Lithuania. Shortly after his ַּבר ִמְצָוה, he was 
sent to Volozhin יְִשיָבה to learn under the ר׳ ) נְִצי״ב
 There he became known as .(נְַפָתִלי ְצִבי יְהּוָדה ֶּברִלין

Yankel ָחִריף, and later the Grazer ר׳ יֲַעקֹב יֹוֵסף .ִעּלּוי moved 
on to Kovno, where he received personal ַהְדָרָכה and 
became a ַתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק of ר׳ יְִשָרֵאל ַסַלנְֶטר. While in Kovno, 
he married ֶאְסֵתר ָרֵחל. There, he gave a ִשעּור in Slabodka, 
nearby. ר׳ יֲַעקֹב יֹוֵסף was, successively, ָרב of Vilon in 1868, 
Yurburg in 1870, then Zhagory and later Kovno. In 1883, 
he served as the Vilna ַמִגיד. In 1888, ר׳ יֲַעקֹב יֹוֵסף became 
the first and only ַרב ַהּכֹוֵלל (Chief Rabbi) of New York. His 

beautiful ִמּדֹות טֹובֹות shone as he dealt with the 
difficulties of his office. He authored ְלֵּבית יֲַעקֹב.  

  

 

 

 

Understanding ָצִרים ין ַהמְּ  בֵּ
 לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל  

ָצִרים  ין ַהמְּ  The Three Weeks — בֵּ
Starting from the five tragedies that began on י״ז ַתמּוז 
through the destruction of the ֵּבית ַהִמְקָּדש on ט׳ ְּבָאב, the 
three weeks between י״ז ַתמּוז and ט׳ ְּבָאב are referred to 
as ֵּבין ַהְמָצִרים. This is based on the words of (א:ג) ֵאיָכה: …
ָרֵאל) all her … — ָּכל רְֺדֶפיָה ִהִשיגּוָה ֵּבין ַהְמָצִרים ַלל ִישְּ  (s’כְּ
pursuers reached her in between narrow straits 
(cornering them). Although this is low point in the Jewish 
calendar, it is also the most opportune time to become 
closer to ד׳. The ְסָפִרים find this hinted in the phonetical 
reading of these words:  ף ָקהָּכל ִהִשיגּוָה ֵּבין ַהְמָצִרים רֺדֵּ  — all 
those who pursue ד׳ can reach Him during “ָצִרים  .”ֵבין ַהמְּ
Just like ד׳ was closest to ְּכַלל יְִשָרֵאל during their time of 

national tragedy, so too, ד׳ is closest to us during our 
own (personal) most difficult times.     

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Some מצות and Ideas based on: 

פנחס  -ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע   

 And one male goat for a ַחָטאת (lit. sin) offering  to ַּבִמְדָּבר כח: טו(… ּוְשִעיר ִעזִים ֶאָחד ְלַחָטאת ַלד׳                        … ד׳(  
 We start ְתִפַּלת מּוָסף on רֹאש חֶֹדש by describing this special day as זְַמן ַּכָפָרה ְלָכל תֹוְלדֹוָתם, a time of atonement 
[for our sins] for all their [ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ   .s] generations [lit. offspring]’כְּ
 The (או״ח סי׳ תכג) ֵּבית יֹוֵסף quotes the אֹוְרחֹות ַחיִים in the name of ר׳ יְהּוָדה ַהֵלִוי (author of ֵסֶפר ַהּכּוזִָרי) that 
 of the ּתֹוָלָדה rather, it means the previous month’s sins [lit. the ;ְּכַלל יְִשָרֵאל does not refer to the children of תֹוְלדֹוָתם
previous month]. The offering of the ְשִעיר on רֹאש חֶֹדש not only creates an atonement for the previous month’s sins, 
but, as we continue in our מּוָסף ֶשל רֹאש חֶֹדש, it also is ְתשּוַעת נְַפָשם ִמיַד שֹונֵא, a salvation of their soul from the hands of 
their ֵיֶצר ָהָרע [lit. their enemy]. Offering the ְשִעיר on רֹאש חֶֹדש not only cleanses ְּכַלל יְִשָרֵאל from their previous month’s 
sins, but it also starts off the new month with an added protection against the יֵֶצר ָהָרע.  
 The strong gravitational pull of the moon at the beginning of the month tugs at everything liquid on the 
earth, including the ocean, the sap in plants and trees, and even our body (which is between 50-75% water). Just like 
it brings changes to the physical world, רֹאש חֶֹדש also brings strong changes to the spiritual world. 

ָוה ת״ג    ָכל חֶֹדׁש   -ִמצְּ ָבן מּוָסף בְּ ַות ָקרְּ ִמצְּ  

 It is a ִמְצַות ֲעֶשה for ְּכַלל יְִשָרֵאל to offer the ָקְרָּבן מּוָסף on רֹאש חֶֹדש, the first day of every month, in addition to 
the daily ָקְרָּבן ָתִמיד as it says, ּוְשִעיר ִעזִים ֶאָחד ְלַחָטאת ַלד׳ ַעל עַֹלת ַהָתִמיד יֵָעֶשה… ּוְבָראֵשי ָחְדֵשיֶכם ַתְקִריבּו עָֹלה ַלד׳… , On your  רֹאׁש

 עָֹלה offering ...in addition to the daily חטאת and one [male] goat as a … ד׳ offering to עָֹלה days, you shall bring an חֶֹדׁש
(lit. continuous - עַֹלת ַהָּתִמיד) shall it be made…  

ָוה י ַהִמצְּ  ִמָׁשָרׁשֵּ

 In his introduction to this ִמְצָוה, the ִחּנּוְך explains that any intelligent person is aware of the forces that were 
given to the sun and moon by the Master of all Powers, ד׳. At the beginning of the month they have a strong effect 
on people, animals, vegetation [from the largest tree to the smallest blade of grass], and in general over all of the 
four elements of creation: fire, water, earth and air. 
 One of the examples that the ִחּנּוְך offers is that woodchoppers are all aware that the first 5 days of the 
month is the wrong time to cut trees that will be used in buildings. [Ed. Note: Have you ever heard of moon wood? 
For centuries it was noted that wood from trees cut after the middle of the lunar month (the waning of the moon), is 
drier and less likely to decay or be infested with worms.] 
 There are no external powers in all of creation; all the forces of nature come directly from ד׳. Therefore, 

the ִחּנּוְך explains, on רֹאש חֶֹדש we offer a special ָקְרָּבן ַלד׳ to remind ourselves that everything that we have 
comes directly from Him. By realizing this clear truth, our נְָשמֹות are elevated [cleansed from sin] every 

 .ד׳ from [protection] ְּבָרָכה and we receive additional ,רֹאש חֶֹדש

 

 

The ִציּון of  ר׳ יֲַעקֹב יֹוֵסף

 of NY, is a ַרב ַהּכֹוֵלל the ,זַַצ״ל
 ,In All for the Boss .ָמקֹום ָקדֹוש
the following episode was 
related: In the pre-penicillin 
days, ר׳ יֲַעקֹב יֹוֵסף Herman זַַצ״ל’s 
daughter was ill with 
pneumonia. He went to the  ַרב

 ,On his return trip .ִציּון s’ַהּכֹוֵלל
she was miraculously healed. 
The Satmar Rebbe, R' Yoel 
Teitelbaum זַַצ״ל encouraged his 
ַרב  of the ֶקֶבר to visit the ֲחִסיִדים

 Today, thousands of .ַהּכֹוֵלל
 on his ֶקֶבר flock to the ֲחִסיִדים
 Many of these visitors .יָארצַײט
have reported episodes of 

 .נֶָחמֹות and יְשּועֹות
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 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א
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Due to tragic events taking 

place in ארץ ישראל and around 

the world, please try to say 

extra תהלים for אחינו בני ישראל in 

all of our תפלות and before/

after all of our learning and 

doing מצות. Every תפלה counts! 
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 :Questions of the week ַרִש״י 
1.For what reason was ָשַרח ַּבת ָאֵשר singled out in the counting of 

 ?ֵשֶבט ָאֵשר

2.Which ָקְרָּבן was brought to serve as atonement for the fact that 
the moon was reduced in size?  

Answers 

1. The ָפסּוק mentions ָשַרח ַּבת ָאֵשר in order to teach us that she was still alive at this 
time (ֵּם  .(26:46 — ד״ה וְּׁש

2. One of the reasons given for the ָקְרָּבן מּוָסף that was brought on רֹאש חֹוֶדש was to 
be ְמַכֵפר for הקב״ה .הקב״ה said, “Bring an atonement for me because I reduced 
the size of the moon.” ( ְִּעיר ִעזִים ד״ה ּוש  …  .(28:15 — ַלה׳

For sponsorship or comments, please call: 718 972 2188 or Fax: 718 506 9633. 

 

ִהנְנִי נֵֹתן לֹו ֶאת ְּבִריִתי ָשלֹום )ַּבִמְדָּבר כה:יב(.…    

  … Behold! I give him My covenant of peace.  

 The ְספֹוְרנֹו explains that one of the personal rewards ִפינְָחס received was a 

life of inner peace. If a person is blessed with inner peace they will naturally have 

longevity, because conflict is synonymous with loss and will shorten a person’s life. 

 and therefore we ד׳ of ultimate inner peace from ְּבָרָכה was given the personal ִפינְָחס

can easily understand the opinion that he lived for hundreds of years.  

 The ְספֹוְרנֹו continues by giving us a glimpse into the meaning of the 

blessing of inner peace from ד׳. The blessing of inner peace from ד׳ is eternal and 

therefore it is easy to appreciate how, according to another opinion, ִפינְָחס is ֵאִליָהּו, 

who never died and lives until eternity.    

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 

 R' Miller would often emphasize,  “יְסּוִרים, pain and hardship, are a cheap 

substitute for ִשְמָחה, joy and happiness!” One who can serve ד׳  with ִשְמָחה does not 

need much suffering.  

 On the last day of his life, R' Miller was having a conversation with his 

eldest son, Eliezer, when a doctor entered. The doctor asked how he felt. 

 “I am so busy being happy for all the kindness that ד׳ has done for me 

that I have no time to consider how I am feeling.” He then continued to reiterate 

some of the kindnesses ד׳ had done for him, now with the doctor in attendance. 

 A woman from the Sephardic Bikur Cholim came by and asked if he 

needed anything. R' Miller praised her, saying, “You are doing wonderful work. You 

should keep it up.” He then heartily wished her, “!ְּבָרָכה ְוַהְצָלָחה” …  

 He then chanted ְמִסיַלת יְָשִרים to the tune that was used in Slabodka, and 

sang [his final schmooze that was the ִסיּום of his life], “ ָהָאָדם ֹלא נְִבָרא ֶאָּלא ְלִהְתַענֵג, A 

person was only created to experience pleasure,” which refers to this world. Only 

after understanding that, does one go on to finish the sentence with the words, “ ַעל

 this world, is the place where one should learn to experience ,עֹוָלם ַהזֶה ”.ד׳ of — ד׳

enjoyment. ד׳ is a benefactor Who wants only to give pleasure, and the whole of 

creation is for that purpose. Of course, the ultimate pleasure that ד׳ could possibly 

devise — being with ד׳— is awaiting us in עֹוָלם ַהָּבא, but one first has to develop the 

ability to enjoy ד׳ and to derive pleasure from all His creations, starting in this 

world. This world was created so that we could develop our ability to derive 

pleasure from ד׳!” 

 Uri Meir then helped R' Miller fill out a form to arrange his meals for the 

next day and for שבת. A while later the Rebitzen came with an egg and a tomato. R' 

Miller joyfully said, “Look what I have! I am so full of joy, and ב״ה I am able to eat.” 

He then made a particularly heartfelt ְּבָרָכה, pronouncing each word slowly. 

 After taking a bite he immediately stopped and said to Uri Meir, “How 

can I sit here eating while you are not?” His daughter-in-law, who had also arrived, 

told him that Uri Meir had already eaten. Nevertheless, she told Uri Meir to eat a 

fruit to help R' Miller relax …  

 His family brought him a banana and he made a ְּבָרָכה on it with great 

 Who — ּבֹוֵרא נְָפשֹות ַרּבֹות“ ,ְּבָרָכה concentration. When he finished, he made the ,ַּכָּונָה

creates numerous living things …” Those were his last words. 

 R' Miller lived a long and full life without suffering from illness. He would 

constantly thank ד׳ for all His Goodness. He repeated many time during the last 

week, and even the last day of his life, “ַרֵּבינּו יֹונָה counts it a ִמְצַות ֲעֵשה that a person 

should constantly mention all the acts of kindness that ד׳ has done for him!” 

 As he grew older and heard about the many diseases suffered by colleges 

and older people, he would write them down. He kept the list to read, and would 

joyfully thank ד׳ for all His Kindness. He not only merited to be a healthy זֵָקן, 

older person, but also was a ְשַבע יִָמים, he enjoyed fulfilled days.  

 *The ָחֵפץ ַחיִים gives his heartfelt ְּבָרכֹות to the newly formed institution(s) 
for older people that he heard about - the מֹוַשב זְֵקנִים, old age home. He 
explains that the mission of a מֹוַשב זְֵקנִים is to be a home for elderly people 

who are often poor and weak. They are given food, clothing, shelter and are supported 
by their community. The ָחֵפץ ַחיִים writes that this is an ִענְיָן נְִכָּבד ְוָקדֹוש ְמאֹד, very 
prestigious and holy opportunity to be involved in. The reward is tremendous for any 
     .literally saving lives ,ְמַקיְֵמי נְָפשֹות ַמָמש all the more so when it also is ,ַהְכנַָסת אֹוְרִחים
 *This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Review of the ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד is far more extensive and appropriate. 

A Loving Kindness Moment:  ֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד חלק ב׳ פרק י״ז —סֵּ  

The ָחֵפץ ַחיִים then gives a ָּכל ַהְמַקיֵם נֶֶפש ַאַחת ִמיְִשָרֵאל, ְּכִאּלּו ִקיֵם עֹוָלם ָמֵלא :ְּבָרָכה — One who sustains a Jewish 
soul, it is as if he sustained an entire world. A מֹוַשב זְֵקנִים gives life to many elderly people who might 

otherwise die prematurely. ַאְשֵרי ֶחְלָקם ֶשל ַהִמְתַעְסִקים ָּבזֶה, Praiseworthy are those who are involved in 

  

Living with the Torah 
Adapted from: Rabbi Avigdor Miller: His Life and His Revolution 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of 

the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
  ִהְלכֹות ִעְנָיֵני ְדיֹוָמא: ֵבין ַהְמָצִרים

 During ֵּבין ַהְמָצִרים (the 3 weeks from  ט׳ ְּבָאב -י״ז ַתמּוז ), one should not 
buy new clothing or eat new fruit that would require a ֶשֶהֱחיָנּו.  

 One can be lenient and make a ִּבְרַכת ֶשֶהֱחיָנּו on a new fruit if he eats 
the fruit on ַשָּבת or if it is a seasonal fruit which will not be obtainable 
after ט׳ ְּבָאב. 

   
In the last year of his life, R' Yaakov Joseph, זַַצ״ל, delivered the 
 In front of an overflowing audience, he slowly .ַשָּבת שּוָבה ְּדָרָשה
ascended the ִּביָמה and began with the words, “שטֵײט ִאין ַרְמַּב״ם — 
It says in the ַרְמַּב״ם”. He then fell silent and moments later burst 
into uncontrollable tears. After a few moments, he said, “ ִאיר

 — װֵײסט װָאס ֶעס מֵײנט פַאר דֶעם ִעּלּוי פּון װָאלָאזן צּו פַארגֶעסֶען ַא ַרְמַּב״ם?
Do you understand what it means for the ִעּלּוי from Volozhin to 

forget a Rambam?” … and with that he sat down.  

Sage Sayings 
Source: Yated 

 

 

 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
Story adapted from The Rav HaKolel and His Generation 

(Yonah Landau) 

 

Dear Talmid, 
 When the ַרב ַהּכֹוֵלל, Chief Rabbi, R' Yaakov Yosef זַַצ״ל arrived 
in America, a large עֹוָלם, contingency, travelled to Hoboken, New Jersey, 
to  greet  him.  The  Aller  ship  was  scheduled  to  dock  on  ַשָּבת 
morning (ַשָּבת ָפָרַשת ִפינְָחס). The elegant Meyers Hotel of Hoboken was 
rented for the occasion. On ַשָּבת morning 7:00am, the Aller ship docked 
at Hoboken, exactly on schedule. The ָרב remained on the ship until 
 Hundreds of people waited impatiently to catch their first .מֹוָצֵאי ַשָּבת
sight of the ָרב, the new spiritual leader of American Jewry. 
 As soon as ַשָּבת was over, a mass ‘emigration’ took place from 
New York to New Jersey. The only way to travel was by ferry. Many 
hundreds  of  Yidden  booked  a  seat  on  the  nighttime  ferry  to  the 
Hoboken Harbor. With great pomp and ceremony, the leaders of New 
York Jewry walked up the gangplank, greeted the new ָרב, and escorted 
him into a waiting carriage.  
 A  caravan  of  carriages  filled  with  VIP’s  then  rode  to  the 
Meyer’s Hotel, where a beautiful ַקָּבַלת ָפנִים ceremony took place. R' 
Yonah Johns, the dedicated president of the ֲאגַֻּדת ַהְקִהּלֹות, who had 
provided most of the funding for the new ָרב’s arrival, welcomed the ָרב 
in the name of all American Jewry. He handed the ָרב a silver tray, upon 
which  bread  and  salt  were  prepared,  as  was  the  custom  when 
welcoming royalty. He recited the ֶשָחַלק ֵמָחְכָמתֹו ִליֵרָאיו ,ְּבָרָכה, followed by 
a rousing ֶשֶהֱחיָנּו. The joyous ָאֵמן echoed through the reception room. 
When the עֹוָלם quieted, the ָרב began his ַמה יָפּו ְפָעַמיְִך ַּבּנְָעִלים ,ְּדָרָשה, How 
beautiful are your footsteps in the shoes, [ַתְרגּום: referring to the 
beautiful shoes of walking the עֹוֵלי ְרגִָלים! Similarly, this show of 
travelling to greet a ָרב, was of equal beauty in ד׳’s eyes!]     
 My ַתְלִמיד, sadly his welcome was short-lived. His 14 years 
were filled with terrible pain and ַמֲחֹלֶקת; but, throughout his ordeal, he 
lived with the same message which he began on that 1st day — find the 
good and focus on the beauty of ְּכַלל יְִשָרֵאל! 

 יְִהי זְִכרֹו ָּברּוְך!
  ֶרִּבי Your  ,ְּביְִדידּות
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