
grdb vnk ost apbk ohtny ubjbt uhkt vnvv ohabtv urnthu
 h"bc lu,c usgnc wv icre ,t chrev h,kck - (z-y)vubgv ,kgnc

     kohbhbg ohznrb vc runtv kfcu ',hjmb thv vru,v hf 'ohngp vnf vrunt rc
'i,arpc tcunv wgrdb vnkw ,bgy ihbg ihcvk ubhkg kyun f"tu 'ohbnzv kfk ohfhhav
,bgy uz v,hv 'vgak lhhav ihbg kg ot hf rcsn ubht tren ka uyuap tukvs
ubhasen ,hc crja ubhnhc lt 'jxpv ,crev ,umn ouhec obumr vhv zga ohtnyv
,utrenv uktc iuufnv uvn ibuc,vk ubhkg f"tu 'kgupc vnhhek ohkufh ubjbt iht
'vubgv hbhbgc erp ubk ,uruvk cu,fv iuuhfs k"h rapt lrscu ?f"d ubhbnzk lhhav

f vbvs'vausev hbhbgn kfu kfn ekuxn tuv hf 'wapbk tnyw ,bhjcc tuv vtd,nv k
ekuxnvu 'u"j v,ause ,t uhkgn ekxnu 'vbhfav hkdr ,t tuv ejus u,utdca tmnbu
hf 'k"r wapbk tnyw whjcc vagba sg rnuj hbhbgk tuv lanb jrfvc vausev in
 /vkhkj ohtd,nv ukt ohrsrs,n uz vbhjcku r,uhc vrunjv vtnuyv thv ,n ,tnuy
vrfvv ihbgc tuv ',ujpv ufrgc rhfnv ostv ihck vtd,nv vz ihc kscvv 'vbvu    
tuv rhfn hf 'vcuy ouak hutr tuv ihta tuv gsuh kpav ostv /ouen ka u,cuyc
iht u,gsku 'vgku,u vnhr ouenk tuck upuxcau 'vjurx vphyn rmuba tscugv omgc
kg r,h /obhj sxj ann vc vturu 'vucd ijkuan uk ufhza vcuyv kf ,t vuua tuv
,t tknk w,h ungn rmcb ihsv smna ;t kga ouen ka u,cuyc rhfn tuv 'lf
kf uk lhanvku 'vkhp, h"g ihsv ,t uhkgn eh,nvk jfv ,t ushc i,b n"n 'uburxj
/vhrn vhne tscgf utruc hbpk ibj,nu 'vb,n v,ut tuv kmbn iftu 'uh,ubumru uhfrm

  

///tcm tcmk tuch vkgnu vba ohragu anj icn ohhukk rat ,tz
 sug sucgh tku vsucgv tcmn cuah vba ohanj icnu(vf'sf-j)

     thhhh""""aaaarrrrhbcn huk) sug sucgh tku /ovc ohkxup ohnunv ihtu 'ovc ohkxup ohba" '
rhaku ohrga ,khgbk tuv rzuj kct '(,ve hbc ka) ;,fc tan ,sucg (,ve
hvujt og wuhjt ,t ,rauw uvzu '(hrrnu iuard hbc 'uhjt og sjh) ,ukdg iugyku

wc rthcu /"unudr,f '(uhbust ,t scg ,urha o,ut ,rak tku)wwwwoooohhhhnnnnffffjjjj    hhhh,,,,ppppaaaa'
tku 'vsucgv tcmn cuahw rntb u,khj,ca 'cu,fv hrcsc vrh,x h"ark vaeuvs"
'w,rnan runak sgun kvtc uhjt ,t ,rauw rntb ufanvc ukhtu 'wsug sucgh
,sucgw kt er thv wsug sucgh tku 'vsucgv tcmn cuahw ,buufa 'ljrf kg tkt
runak sgun kvtc uhjt ,t ,rauw ihhsg okut ',ve hbc ka w;,fc tan

/"w,ukdg iugyku rhaku ohrga ,khgbwc hrrnu iuard hbc uhjt ogw,rnan
    cuwwwwvvvvhhhhrrrrtttt    rrrruuuuddddwwwwvrutfka d"gtu 'wtuv rzujws tbahk h"ar c,fa vn hcdku" 'arhp 

rtac ruxt vhv tanc scga ohahnj khd osue ifta 'k"h 'lfc rxtb tk if hbpk
,khgbc scga rruan ukhpts ',rjt vsucgc ruxt tanc scugv kfa hpk ',usucg
ut vrhau w;,fc tan ,sucgw ratn r,uh uzk uz ,ufhh,anv ,usucg iva) ohrga
vsucgn ukhpt rucgk tk vspev vbaha iuhf) ohna hshc v,hn chhj (ohrga ,khgb

okaun ,uhvk uhkg hf rcuxu 'u,uwahwc rhfnv 'vtd,nv vzc ohrcsv hbp ohbua     
iuhfu 'vdrsn ut vkgn oua uk rxj otc ann woun kgcwf unmg ,t vturu 'kfc
vnfc lrc,bu vfz ot odu /uburxj kg vdtscu iucmgc shn, tuv lkv,n ifa
vcrva kg w,h ucuy ksud rhfvk ovc anann tuv iht ',ucuy ,ukgn vnfu
ojub tmnh tk ostv vz /uk rxjv ,t uhbhg sdbk tuv ohan tkt 'ung chyvk
ejurn hrv 'u,kuuhtc ehzjn tuva sug kf hf 'u,uutdc snug tuva sug kf uapbk

/k"r ,hbjur vcuy kfn tuv cfugn ifa iuhfu 'vausevn tuv
oburxj kg ohbbut,n shn, rat wvnvv ohabtvw hf 'itf vru,v vznr ,tz kf   
ohtny ubjbtw ,uarupn ov ohrnut ukhtf vz hrv ifku 'vutdv ,shnc ov ohhuek
rnuk obuak khdr o,uutd ,njnu 'vutdv ka vtmu, hvuz runtf hf 'wost apbk
ubt ohvn,u 'ubk rxjv ekjv kg ubt ohbbut,n shn, 'rnukf wgrdb vnkw
,utrk vtd,nv ,kjb thv uz hkuj hf 'uzu uz vkgn ubh,kjbn grdb vnk ohktuau
rap kg ktuau tuv rxj otcu ',unka ka vsn kfk vhutrv vhrcf unmg ,t
tucku ohhbjur ,ukgnc ,ufzk tuv .pj hf wusgunc wv icre chrevknw u,ucfg,v
o,aeck vcua,f /lfk ohfuzv wktrah hbc lu,cw ,uhvk z"hg ,ufzku 'wv ,crek
wahw rsdc ofbv vhpk hf 'of,cajn lkvn ,t rumgk ofhkg - wusngw van k"t
ubhc,a rjt hf 'ghnat wkn tuv - wvgnatuw 'ofburxj kg ohngr,n ofbv ifku

sc o,t ohdua hfiuakn vubg ubhhv - wvnw thva ,"hav ,mg ofk ghnat zt 'vgh
'ruchj v,ugnana wt,uumw wkn wvumhw - wofk wv vumhwa ufz, vz ,ufzcu wvn ubjbuw

ruufz, zt hf 'of,kjbu ofekj ,"hav vhvhu 'wv ,crek ufz, vubgv ,ufzca 'k"
/,"havc ,uecsk ohghhxnv ,udrsnvu ,ukgnv kfk ufz,u 'vbhfav ,travk

ic gauvh hcr lkvwa 'jre ,arpc whrpxwc t,htsfu '(hssvk ,ufhhav vsucgk
chhj,n v,ta lc ruzj k"tu ohrga ,khgbc tsdsud ic h"r ,t ghhxk vhbbj
rucgk tk vspev vbaha u"eu) wohrruanv in v,tu ohrguav in hbta 'lapbc

/(hssvk ,ufhha ibhta ,usucg iva ohrga ,khgb ut vrhak w;,fc tan ,sucgwn
 'lfc scg tk okugn vrutfka d"gtu 'wtuv rzujws tbahk h"ar c,fa vn hcdku    

 hrcsn rtucnf h"ark k"xa k"hiiii""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvvohr,un ova vsucg kfca '(lrs kgu v"s) 
vc ohr,una vnn hrva 'ohauka khdk osue od vc ohr,un 'ohahnj khd rjt vc

/"wk khd hbpk od ohr,un tngy htvnu 'vc ohkxup obht ohbaa jfun wb khd rjtk
er wsug sucgh tku 'vsucgv tcmn cuahw cu,fv ,t rhcxv h"ar 'vbvu     
z"hpku 'hrrnu iuard hbc ,sucg tku ',ve hbc ka w;,fc tan ,sucgw hcdk

 vaeviiii""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvvo,sucg kfa hrrn hbcu iuard hbc 'if ot"a 'vz kg (v"f euxp) 
kf 'vba ohahnj ic sg 'vkgnu vba ohauka icnw ubnb vnk 'ohbezc vraf

/(wku d"f oheuxp 'ws khgk wg) "wsgun kvtc vsucg sucgk tcm tucmk tcv
c c,fa unf k"xu uhrcsc rmhe h"ara 'cahhk ahu     wwwwhhhhbbbbuuuueeeezzzzjjjjwwwwcu tttt""""cccchhhhrrrrvvvv    aaaauuuurrrrhhhhppppwwww

wwwwvvvvrrrruuuu,,,,vvvv    kkkkgggg,kyunv vsucgv tcmn sjt kf cuah vba ohahnj icnu" 'uhrcsc 
kg) vbhgyn hrrn hbcu iuard hbcu ';,fc tan ,sucgn ,ve hbc 'uhkg
'(ifanv ka) vnevu (ifanv ka) vsruvu (,ukdgv kgn) vehrpu (,ukdgv

/"ifank rz xbfh tka runaku rhaku ohrga ,khgbk uktu ukt ihrzuju

R’ Aryeh Leib M’Tzintz zt”l (Melo HaOmer) writes: 

     “w,urbv ,gca urhth vrubnv hbp kun kt ,rbv ,t l,kgvcw - Chazal derive from the word wl,kgvcw which means ‘going up’ that

there was a step in front of the Menora upon which Aharon stood. If the Menora was only three amos tall, and within easy

hands reach, why was it necessary for him to stand on something? Aharon wore the special headdress of the High Priest,

with its golden plate on which the words wwvk asuew were engraved. As Jewish law forbids the High Priest from raising

his hands higher than the gold plate, a step was placed in front of the Menora to make his service more comfortable.”

(Monsey, NY)

*6:53 - y"r dgpnd blt
8:10 - zay zexp zwlcd

8:34 - ̀ "n /rny z`ixw onf
9:10 - ̀ "xbd/ rny z`ixw onf

10:25 - ̀ "xbdl/dlitz onf seq
ycew zay dngd zriwy - 8:28

9:18 - miakekd z`v  w"yven
9:40 - mz epiaxl / k"d`v

mvr onfn xg`l oi` mcwen wilcny in *
("dlk i`ea" xn`iyn) zayd zlaw
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z"p wng wd ekj aht vagn ihhg (1)

Mazel Tov to the Zenwirth and Schlafrig familiesMazel Tov to the Zenwirth and Schlafrig familiesMazel Tov to the Zenwirth and Schlafrig familiesMazel Tov to the Zenwirth and Schlafrig families
on the marriage of their children, Toby & Yaakovon the marriage of their children, Toby & Yaakovon the marriage of their children, Toby & Yaakovon the marriage of their children, Toby & Yaakov
Yosef.Yosef.Yosef.Yosef. May they build a Bayis Neeman B’Yisroel May they build a Bayis Neeman B’Yisroel May they build a Bayis Neeman B’Yisroel May they build a Bayis Neeman B’Yisroel
and bring much nachas to their entire families.and bring much nachas to their entire families.and bring much nachas to their entire families.and bring much nachas to their entire families.

Dedicated by the Hoffman Family 
b"hgk ubhbez  rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr

z"ba, iuhx z"y wpb 'k"z .rue whcuy wr ic
ohhjv rurmc vrurm u,nab tv,

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk nply : Moshe Rabbeinu was the "ost kfn ubg" - the humblest

of men who walked the earth. Chazal teach us that the Torah

was delivered on Har Sinai because it was a small and

unassuming mountain. Torah leadership and Torah itself

demand humility. The “alef” of Torah leadership - and the 

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (30)

Learning Tanach: Hoshanos. The Hoshanos that we say
during Sukkos and on Hoshana Raba contain many expressions
of Tanach as part of our tefillos. The Bais Hamikdash, Klal

Yisroel, their needs and the ultimate redemption (Geulah) are all
described in the language of the Nevi’im and Kesuvim. The
commentary attributed to Rashi (printed in the Siddur Otzar

HaTefillos) documents the source of each phrase and expression.
One who familiarizes himself with these posukim is, in effect,
“getting a handle” on large portions of Tanach. This also

enhances the quality and ability of our tefillos to be effective and
“break through” the Heavens on Sukkos and Hoshana Raba.
Looking up the Posuk. Another important aid to acquiring
knowledge of Tanach is to look up any posuk that is brought
down in other texts (when time allows for this worthwhile
investment). When one is learning a Gemara that quotes a
posuk, it is a good idea to stop, look up the posuk, see if the
content of the posukim before and after adds to understanding
the posuk, and search the meforshim on the posuk (usually the
Metzudos is the quickest). Then one can see if the Gemara is
saying the pshat (basic literal explanation) or, as it often does,
citing a drush (not literal interpretation), or bringing a remez

(allegorical hint). This helps in the understanding of the Gemara

and allows fluency throughout Tanach, because when one singles
out a posuk (as compared to studying a large text), one tends to

  

foremost requirement in molding oneself into a Torah

personality - is to conduct oneself with humility. Just because

we see someone acting humble, does not necessarily make

him so. There are always telltale signs of who is a true anav

and who is just putting on an act for the benefit of others.

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

remember that posuk better, especially since he associates it with
the Gemara he is learning. The same is true when learning Rashi

on Chumash with all the posukim from Nach that he quotes.
Looking up a Reference. In general, it is a good practice in all
areas of learning, to look up references. For example, when Tosfos

brings down a different Gemara in the course of a question or
answer, one will only gain from looking up that reference with
the accompanying Gemara and Rashi. Similarly, when the
Mishna Berura refers us to another halacha, somewhere else in
Shulchan Aruch, it adds clarity if one looks up that halacha.
Learning Nach in Order. All that we have mentioned here and
in the past few weeks, have been ways to acquire greater
knowledge and fluency in large portions of Nach (and the whole

Chumash through the weekly Parsha). However, to really cover
the entire body of Tanach, there needs to be some set pattern of
learning in its entirety. It is told (1) that when the Chazon Ish zt”l

was asked about learning Nach, he replied that one should set
aside an hour or two every month to learn Sifrei Nach from
beginning to end. This should be a faster (rather than deeper)
mode of learning to grasp the simple meaning of the words and
content and proceed. On a practical level, setting aside a quarter
or half-an-hour every weekend on Friday, Shabbos or Sunday,
would accomplish this. The Chazon Ish there mentions that one
should try to learn Rashi and thereby gain Hashkafa (Torah

outlook on life) from the prophecies and wisdom of the Nevi’im.

Chacham Rabbi Eliyahu Yaloz zt”l (Patach Eliyahu) would say:

     “wlhbpn lhtban uxbhu lhcht umphu wv vnue van rnthu irtv gxbc hvhuw - This posuk contains twelve words corresponding

to the twelve tribes of Israel. This teaches us that when the entire nation, including all its tribes, factions and groups,

unite together as one person with one heart, the Shechinah rests upon them, and their enemies flee from before them.

When, however, the nation is plagued by divisiveness, then victory becomes distant, Heaven forbid.”

A Wise Man would say:

      “Don’t mix your bad words with your bad mood. In life, you will undoubtedly have many opportunities to

change your mood but you will never get the opportunity to replace the words spoken.”                                                  



     The Parsha describes the two very distinct times when trumpets are blown in the Jewish camp. One is during wartime to
warn the nation when the enemy is attacking. It is a cry of fear, a warning of impending danger. The second is on Rosh Chodesh,
holidays and days of joy. It is a cry of joy, an expression of happiness and appreciation. R’ Yissachar Frand shlit’a points
out the obvious inconsistency here: What exactly are these trumpets (,urmumj)? Are they instruments of fear or tools of cheer? 
     He explains based on the Rambam (c't-t ,hbg, wkv) that when a trumpet is sounded in a city, it is meant to wake people up!
It is meant to make people realize that everything comes from Hashem for a reason! We need to introspect and understand that
difficulties are often a way of shaking us up to return to Hashem. And yet, when things are going well and a person is feeling
on top of the world, he also needs a “wake-up call” - to call out to Hashem and thank Him with joy! What often happens,
though, is that when things are difficult in a person’s life, he tends to blame the problem on Hashem! He wonders to himself,
“How can this happen to me? What did I do to deserve this?” Conversely, when things are going well, one tends to take credit
for his success - “It is my brains and my power that has made me what I am today!” Thus, the messages of the trumpet are not in
contradiction at all! It is teaching us that in ALL situations in life - both good or bad - we must connect and call out to Hashem. 
    As we say in Tehillim: "tret wv oacu tmnt iudhu vrm" - When I find myself in times of distress and worry, what do I do? I sound
MY trumpet! I call out to Hashem! "tret wv oacu tat ,uguah xuf" - And when I lift up my cup of salvation, what do I do? I sound
MY trumpet, and I call out to Hashem! In every situation, do not forget: “Sound YOUR trumpet and call out to Hashem!”

wudu vnstv hbp kg rat ostv kfn stn ubg van ahtvu(d-ch) 
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     There are two interesting Rashis here. One tells us that Moshe Rabbeinu davened briefly - only five words - so that people
should not complain that for his own sister Miriam, he prays at length while for them his tefillos are short. The other Rashi
explains pshat in  the word "rntk": Moshe Rabbeinu begged Hashem to tell him whether his tefillos will be accepted or not. 
     The Mishna in Berachos (:sk) tells us that Rav Chanina ben Dosa was able to predict the outcome of his prayers for the sick
by the fluency of his words before the Almighty. He would say: “If my tefillah is fluent in my mouth (hpc vruda) I know that it
is accepted.” The meforshim ask: How is it possible that Rav Chanina ben Dosa knew the outcome of his tefillos, whereas
Moshe Rabbeinu, the great manhig Yisroel, needed to ask Hashem - "rntk" - please tell me if You will answer my tefillah?
     My machshava here is as follows: When a person is mispallel a short tefillah of five words, as Moshe Rabbeinu did, the test
of fluency plays no role. However, when a person is mispallel a longer tefillah without skipping words or stuttering, that is a
true test of fluency. Since Moshe was unable to say  a t,fhrt vkhp, (long prayer) for his sister Miriam, due to the fact that Klal
Yisroel might complain vigorously, he could not tell the outcome of his tefillah and had to ask Hashem if it will be accepted. 
   The Gemara there brings the source of this concept from Yeshaya (yh-sb): wv rnt cureku eujrk ouka ouka oh,pa chb truc"
"uh,tpru - Homiletically, we can explain this with the above concept. The Ribono shel Olam created our lips for us to utter
words of tefillah to promote shalom (peace) in the world. When can we know if we have actual shalom and the tefilla is truly
answered? "eujrk" - when one davens for a non-relative, one who is “far,” since the tefillah can then be a lengthy one. In this
case, the test of fluency can prevail. However, if one is mispallel "curek" - a short tefillah for a relative, like Moshe Rabbeinu
did for Miriam, in that case, "uh,tpru wv rnt" - one needs to ask Hashem "rntk" - please tell me if You’re accepting my tefillah!

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 wudu rec sg at vtrnf ifanv kg vhvh crgcu ,sgv kvtk ifanv ,t ibgv vxf ifanv ,t ohev ouhcu(uy-y)
    After months of parshiyos in which the camp of the Jewish people remained stationary, the Torah prepares us for the
impending journeys of Klal Yisroel, by informing us of the manner in which they camped. “On the day the Mishkan was

erected, the cloud covered the Mishkan, which was a tent for the Testimony, and at evening, there was over the Mishkan like

an appearance of fire, until morning.” Rashi tells us: “As soon as the Jews encamped, the pillar of cloud would mushroom

upward and spread itself over the tribe of Yehuda like a canopy. It would not depart until Moshe declared, ‘Return Hashem,

to the myriads of Israel’s thousands.’ This is what is meant by, ‘According to the Hashem’s word, through Moshe.’” 

     In today’s day and age, we constantly see the Divine Hand of Hashem in all that we do, although we don’t often see it
in the form of a “Pillar of Cloud.” However, just a few short months ago, a handful of Israeli soldiers saw just that, and
with the benefit of modern-day video, enabled many thousands to see it as well. Here’s the true account of events.
     As the civil war in Syria has raged for much of the last five years, Israelis have worried about a possible threat from
ISIS, the terrorist organization, whose stated goal is to create a “Caliphate” and return to the early days of Islam, rejecting
all innovations in culture and society. In Syria, the group conducted ground attacks on both government forces and
opposition factions, and by December 2015, it held a large area in western Iraq and eastern Syria. Israel, which borders
Syria to the northeast and controls the strategic Golan Heights, has been carefully monitoring the terror organization for any
indication that they pose a threat to Israeli security. Recent military setbacks have made it less likely, although there has
been indications that show that some maverick rebels still see Israel - and Jewish people in particular - as their main target. 
    This was borne out last year, on November 27, 2016, when a group of four armed men connected to the Islamic State,
opened fire across the Syrian border at an IDF patrol in the southern Golan Heights, early Sunday morning. The gunfire at
the IDF was an attempt to bait Israel into active involvement in Syrian territory, shuffle the deck, and hope that more Arab
forces join the fight against Israel. Israeli soldiers were surprised, although not unprepared, by the audacity of the terror
group, who were fighting battles on many different fronts - but suddenly felt the need to turn their attention to the Israeli
border and begin to fight with that they believe to be their mortal enemy - Israel. 
    Around 9 a.m., gunmen from an ISIS-affiliated group, fired at Israeli forces, and the forces responded. In the exchange,
the militants launched mortars at the Israeli soldiers, the IAF, Israeli Air Force, was called in, and an airstrike hit the
vehicle carrying the fighters, killing its four passengers. A spokesman for the Israeli military, described the exchange as
unique in magnitude. He said jihadist fighters, riding in a vehicle with a machine gun mounted on its roof, assaulted an
Israeli unit with gunfire and mortars on the Israeli-controlled side of the territory. In addition, a mortar hit the area, right
near the Syrian side of the border. It may have been a minor skirmish, but Israeli officials have long said it was only a
matter of time before the Islamic State-affiliated forces along the Syrian frontier turned their attention to Israel.
    “Behold, the keeper of Israel shall not sleep, nor slumber.” (Tehillim 121) Amid this increased effort on the Syrian side of
the Golan Heights, the Almighty displayed His love and Divine intervention on behalf of his Chosen Nation. Little more than
four days later, almost in the exact area where the terrorists had opened fire, Israeli soldiers stationed there reported that a
literal “Pillar of Cloud” descended on the border. Meteorologists will report that a bizarre storm completely engulfed the
Syrian side of the border, but stopped short just at the boundary and did not enter the Israeli side. The storm contained a
massive cloud of dust and rain which served as a hedge of protection between Israeli troops and ISIS fighters near the Syrian
border, potentially saving many lives. The unusual storm on December 1st was such a strange sight that most observers -
close to 90% of the mostly non-religious Jews - attributed the meteorological phenomenon to Hashgacha Pratis - Divine
intervention. What is clear to all is that the enemies of Klal Yisroel should heed the clear warning: this Nation and the Land
of Israel is under Divine protection.                                                                                                                                                    

 vk tb tpr tb ke rntk wv kt van egmhu(dh-ch)

 /// rac ubkfth hn urnthu ktrah hbc od ufchu ucahu(s-th)
        During Klal Yisroel’s 40-year sojourn in the desert, they
were given daily lessons in emunah. The Torah relates that
anyone who collected extra mann found that his surplus
disappeared, whereas  anyone who collected too little found
that the mann in his possession mysteriously increased. The
message was clear: No matter how much hishtadlus one puts
in, Hashem decrees how much he will receive. A person’s
worldly endeavors cannot alter that decree in the slightest.
    A superficial observation of the world today, however,
may seem to contradict this notion. It often seems as if extra
hishtadlus does pay off. Even lying and stealing seems to
work. Imagine a frustrated father attempting to feed his one-
year-old child applesauce. He might respond to the child’s
repeated attempts to grab the spoon or take over the feeding
by “giving in” to the child. Often, an aggravated father will
thrust the entire jar of applesauce into the child’s hands,
declaring, “Fine, do it your way!” And the child will proceed
      EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
       THE MIDDAH OF .... dddddwwwwwrrrrrvvvvv

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

to feed himself, although the result is often an unsightly mess
or a child who has eaten too much or too little of his dinner.
   Hashem, of course, does not become frustrated. He feeds
and provides for us, but the Chovos Halevavos tells us that if
a person places his trust in something else, Hashem will, in
fact, leave him in the hands of that “something else.” If one
places his faith in his own efforts, his job, his boss - then
Hashem tells him, “Let’s see that take care of you.” He might
even see material success but in the end, will it be worth it? 
     The mann that Klal Yisroel ate in the desert forced them to
rely on Hashem. But like the child grabbing the spoon, the
Nation resisted this situation; they wanted more control over
their sustenance. And the punishment they received fit the
sin; like the father who placed the jar in the child’s hands,
even though it was not truly in the child’s best interests,
Hashem sent the slav to the Jewish people. They could gather
in as many of these birds as they desired, but the slav
ultimately led to sickness and even death - demonstrating
again that there is no replacement for relying on Hashem.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: The Ramban (Rabbeinu Moshe ben Nachman zt”l,
who lived in Spain 500 years ago) heard about a Catholic
priest who behaved in an extremely humble fashion. People
who witnessed his modest behavior praised him greatly.
Many came to learn from him how to live a life without
conceit and arrogance. The Ramban wanted to have a closer
look at this personality and went to see him. He followed
him closely for a number of days and investigated his
manners with a penetrating eye. Before the Ramban returned
home, he expressed his wish to speak to the priest, who
welcomed the Jewish sage with a friendly countenance.

     The Ramban said, “People talk about your modest manners.
I made a special trip to come here to see for myself whether it
is true what is said about you. And now I have seen that there
really is no person as humble as you. In my opinion, this is a
wonder. It says in the  Bible that Moses was the most humble
man on earth, and according to what I have seen, you are
even more humble than Moses. How can that be?”
     The priest replied, “I also know about this Biblical
passage, and I have contemplated the matter. I, too, have no
answer to this question.” Upon which the Ramban said, “If
that is the case, I understand the solution to the mystery....” 



THE POWER OF EMPATHY
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

To emulate Hashem’s middos and generate a kiddush 
Hashem, we must master the art of empathy.
The biography of Rav Eliezer Geldzahler zt”l relates 
that a few months after his passing, his daughter 
drove to a gas station. The attendant on duty was a 
dwarf. As he began washing her car, he noticed a large 
portrait of her father left on the front seat of the car. 
“How do you know this man?” he asked excitedly. 
“He used to come here. I’ve been waiting to see him!”
The daughter gently told him that he was her father, 
and he had passed away. The man began to cry.
“I must tell you what your father did for me,” he said. 
“This is one of the few jobs I can do, and most of the 
customers look away when they see me. But your 
father greeted me warmly. He told me that I am an 
inspiration, because even though I have an apparent 
handicap, I don’t act like a victim; I get up every 
morning and make an honest living. He said that he 
was going to tell the students in his school what they 
can learn from me. He made me feel tall.”
Similarly, Rav Yechezkel Abramsky zt”l was once 
walking in Yerushalayim when he passed a young 
girl who was crying. Another man might have 
kept walking, but Rav Yechezkel interrupted his 
conversation and bent down to ask the girl what was 
wrong. “My friend said that my dress is ugly,” she 
cried. Rav Yechezkel calmed her, reassuring her that 
her dress was beautiful, and she left with a smile.
To his companion, he explained, “The navi says, 
Umachah Hashem dimah me’al kol panim—Hashem 
will wipe tears from every face. We must emulate 
Him and wipe away all tears, even those of a child.”  

TRAVELS AND TRAVAILS
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Immediately after the Mishkan was erected, a cloud descended to rest on 
it, showing the Presence of Hashem in the Mishkan, guiding klal Yisrael 
from in their midst. The people encamped around the Mishkan—it was their 
center. The cloud was the shepherd staff through which Hashem pointed His 
flock where and when to go.

We are told that this guidance was unpredictable. There were times 
when the people stayed in one place for a long period; at other times, they 
remained at rest for just a few days. Some of their rests lasted one night, and 
some a whole month, or even a year.

The Ramban explains that since they never had advance notice, whenever 
the cloud gave the signal, they would have to make all the arrangements for 
an extended stay, yet knowing that any moment they might have to pack up 
and follow its movement into the desert.

continued on reverse side
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Dovid Hamelech had a passionate relationship with Hashem, 
constantly singing His praises as he sat alone in the pasture as 
a shepherd. In Ashrei, he describes how wonderful it is to speak 
about G-d, to appreciate His goodness and teach others about it.

Chazal tell us that those who say Tehilla L'Dovid three times a 
day are assured of a chelek in olam haba. This is true only if we 
think about what we say. Thinking of Hashem’s wonders and how 
great it is to serve Him will deepen our connection with Him.  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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This is the lesson of the journey through 

the midbar. We learned to trust Hashem’s 

instructions, no matter how incomprehensible 

they seemed to us. At times He instructs us 

to leave what we have just begun to love, and 

at times He asks us to stay in an undesirable 

situation—but nevertheless, we accept 

whatever He commands.

But closer consideration reveals that it was 

not the strain of long journeys but the patient 

waiting in one place that was the real test. 

Nothing is said of the duration of the journeys, 

but prolonged waiting is mentioned several 

times. We are told, three pesukim in a row, that 

they journeyed forth only after the cloud lifted, 

traveling or not traveling according to the 

cloud.

Clearly, particular stress is placed on klal 

Yisrael’s endurance and patience. This is 

understandable, considering the inhospitality 

of the midbar, and the fact that the people, not 

yet condemned to forty years of wandering, 

were fully aware that every stop they made in 

the wilderness was only keeping them from 

their promised destination. Through their 

wandering and following, the people acquired 

the quiet, serene resignation and trusting 

patience that they would carry with them 

throughout their wanderings in the wilderness 

of nations over so many centuries of galus. 

HOW HASHEM SPEAKS BACK
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

How fitting to discuss the mitzvah of learning Torah in the week following 

Shavuos! Learning Torah connects us with our Creator. Rav Aharon Kotler used 

to say that when we daven, we speak to Hashem—but when we learn, Hashem 

speaks to us.

In Shir Hashirim, a kallah expresses her longing for her chassan, saying: 

"Support me with cups of wine, surround me with fragrant apples, for I am sick 

with love." Targum Yonasan tells us that allegorically, this verse alludes to the 

uplifting yet traumatic experience of Matan Torah. Prophecy is not easy for 

the unprepared, and bnei Yisrael were so overwhelmed that according to some 

opinions they actually died. Therefore, the people asked Moshe Rabbeinu 

to relay Hashem's words to them so that they would not have to experience 

prophecy themselves. Hashem agreed.

However,  once they were hearing Hashem's words secondhand, they missed the 

ecstasy of the closeness they had felt before. As frightened as they were when 

He spoke to them directly, they were lovesick for the experience. But when they 

went to the beis midrash and studied Hashem's Torah, they felt as if they were 

hearing Hashem speak to them again.  

Chazal tell us that all the other mitzvos together cannot equal the reward of one 

word of Torah learning. The Chofetz Chaim zt”l is quoted as having said that 

if there would be a temporary techiyas hamesim for just one hour, the niftarim 

would get out of their graves, completely ignoring the loved ones waiting to see 

them, and run as fast as they could to the beis midrash to learn. Coming from the 

world of truth, they would know very well how awesome is the reward for every 

second of learning.

With Shavuos behind us, let us strengthen our commitment to limud hatorah, 

increase our learning in quantity and quality, and absorb the closeness that 

comes from connecting with Hashem.  

A FACE THAT FEELS

How do alligators know what's in the water?

The jaws of alligators and crocodiles are studded with pimple-like bumps. Scientists discovered 
that these bumps are connected to nerves that stimulate the skin and muscles of the face. These 
nerves travel to the brain through holes in the jawbone, called foramina. They serve as sensors, 
detecting any change in the water. When you put your finger into the water, the ripples reach the 
bumps on the alligator’s jaws. Nerves fire, and the animal detects movement. That’s how alligators 
finds their prey. Nothing in the universe is purposeless.  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)

To receive this newsletter in your inbox each week, send an email to subscribe@animaamin.org
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

Q: My question 
c o n c e r n s 
liability for 
damage. I’m a 
relatively heavy 

person and for the second time I broke a 
chair in a friend’s home by sitting on it. Am I 
responsible for the damage or am I exempt 
because the chair must have been fragile?
A: If the owner granted you permission to 
sit on the chair and you were not negligent 
in the sense that there was any reason to 
suspect the chair would break, you are 
exempt. However, if you were not granted 
permission to sit on the chair, or if there 
was reason to suspect that the chair would 
break (e.g., it appeared as though it was 
about to break), you are liable.
The Gemara (B.K. 10b) states that if one places 
a bench in a public location and a heavy 
person sits on it and breaks it, that person 
is liable for the damage. Tosafos (10a, d.h. 
“k’gon”) cites Rabbeinu Azriel who ruled that 
when four people sat on a widow’s bench 
and broke it, they were liable, even though 
they were not heavy (C.M. 381, according to 
Gra §3). What requires explanation is why 
they did not qualify for the exemption of 
meisah machmas melachah — it died (broke) 
in the normal course of usage. 
There are two approaches to address 
this question. The first is to assume that 
placing a bench in a public area does not 
grant permission to people to sit on that 
bench. Accordingly, when the group sits 
on the bench without permission, they 
are liable like any other mazik — damager. 
Accordingly, when it is clear that people do 
have permission to sit on the bench, they 
are exempt if it breaks (Rashba). 
Others explain that the exemption of 
meisah machmas melachah is limited to 
those who have explicit permission to 
borrow something. Although one who has 

The Lerner family was gathered around the Shabbos table, 
reading and discussing the Business Weekly Halachah articles. In 
“Controversial Ruling,” Rabbi Dayan retracted from a ruling about 
the rental of a shul’s function hall, based on the concept of migo.

“What is migo?” asked 12-year-old Avi. “It sounds Japanese!”
“Not quite,” laughed Mr. Lerner. “Migo is Aramaic, the language of the Gemara, and 
means ‘mitoch’ — ‘due to the fact,’ or simply ‘since.’ This concept is used often in the 
Gemara and Jewish monetary law.”
“We just learned about migo,” piped up 15-year-old Eli. “It came up in the Gemara we are 
learning in shiur.”
“Excellent!” exclaimed Mr. Lerner. “Perhaps you can explain to Avi and the rest of the 
family what migo is about?”
“Migo applies in a case in which a person, usually the defendant, states a weak claim, 
one that would not ordinarily be believed,” explained Eli. “Nonetheless, if he had an 
alternate, strong claim, which would be accepted, he is believed also on his weak claim.”
“What is the rationale for this?” asked Mr. Lerner’s brother, who was visiting for Shabbos.
“The simple explanation is that since (migo) he could have stated the strong claim, we 
have reason to believe that he told the truth when he stated the weak claim,” explained 
Eli. “If his claim were not true and he was lying, he could have falsely stated the strong 
claim instead. This lends credence to the idea that his weak claim is, in fact, the truth, 
and he is believed.”
“Can you give an example?” asked Avi.
“I spoke extensively with Rabbi Dayan 
about his ruling,” said Mr. Lerner. 
“Perhaps it’s best to give an example 
relevant for his case.”
“Remind me what the case was,’’ said 
Mrs. Lerner.
“Someone rented the shul’s function 
hall for a bar mitzvah on Shabbos and 
used it also for a melaveh malkah,” 
said Mr. Lerner. “When he came to 
pay afterward, he claimed that the 
rental included Motzoei Shabbos, 
whereas the shul gabbai claimed that 
the rental covered only Shabbos.”
“What did Rabbi Dayan say about 
migo?” asked the family.
“Rabbi Dayan explained that, in 
general, the renter is not believed 
about the duration of the rental,” 
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implicit permission is not categorized as a 
thief when he uses the object, nevertheless, 
he does not qualify for the exemption 
of meisah machmas melachah unless he 
secured explicit permission to use it. It 
is only when the borrower has explicit 
permission that we can apply Chazal’s 
rationale that the borrower did not intend 
to have the item sit idly in his possession; 
rather, it was borrowed to be used (Yam 
Shel Shlomo, B.K. 1:28; and see Drishah, C.M. 
342; Business Weekly issue #38).
Tosafos (op. cit.) also references the 
Rashbam who exempts the group of four 
because he maintains that they do qualify 
for the exemption of meisah machmas 
melachah. This is based on the assumption 
that even implicit permission from the owner 
is sufficient to qualify for the exemption. 
However, this implicit permission does 
not extend to people who are heavy and 
may break the object. Therefore, when 
an average person sits on the bench and 
breaks it, since he is considered a sho’el — 
borrower, he qualifies for the exemption of 
meisah machmas melachah. On the other 
hand, a person who is heavy does not have 
implicit permission to sit on the bench, and 
if it breaks he is categorized as a mazik who 
is obligated to reimburse the owner (Rema 
381:1).
In your situation, if you had permission to 
sit on the chair and there was no reason 
for you to consider that the chair would 
break, you are exempt either because of 
meisah machmas melachah, or because 
having permission to sit there means 
that you are not a mazik (see Imrei Binah, 
Halvaah 82; Shvilei Dovid, Klalei Nezikin 4:7; 
Shitah Mekubetzes, B.K. 27a; Ramban, B.M. 
82). If, however, you did not have explicit 
permission, only implicit permission, your 
liability would be subject to the above 
dispute.

money matters

continued Mr. Lerner. “Real estate remains in the possession of its owner, and he has 
the upper hand in cases of doubt. Nonetheless, the renter is believed here because of 
migo and does not have to pay extra for Motzoei Shabbos.”
“How does migo apply here?” asked Eli.
“Rabbi Dayan explained it to me as follows,” said Mr. Lerner. “As the debate arose 
after the weekend and payment was already due, the renter would be believed that he 
already paid for Motzoei Shabbos (C.M. 78:5). 
“Therefore, since (migo) he would be believed that he already paid and would be 
exempt from further payment, he is also believed that the rental included Motzoei 
Shabbos. He has credence that he is telling the truth, since if he were lying and trying 
to evade payment, he could have simply claimed, instead, that he already paid for 
Motzoei Shabbos with cash.”
“Rema rules in two places that if the renter has a migo he is believed, even though 
the landlord is considered in possession,” added Rabbi Dayan. “One place deals with 
precisely this case, when there is a dispute about the length of the rental. Although the 
Rema presents it as a dispute, the Shach writes that there is no dispute about the issue 
and the renter is certainly believed” (C.M. 312:16, 317:2; Shach 317:5).
“Thus, in the case of the Shabbos rental,” concluded Mr. Lerner, “the renter is believed 
with a definitive claim that the rental included Motzoei Shabbos based on migo, since 
he would be believed to claim that he already paid for Motzoei Shabbos.”

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com
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The Office Temp                    From the writings of Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita 

Q: Some temps were hired for us by an outside employment agency. Do the laws of 
prompt payment apply to them?
A: If someone hires an employee to work for another person, neither one violates bal 
talin if payment is delayed. The business owner does not violate, because he did not hire 
the worker; the one who hired does not violate, because he is not withholding the wages. 
However, there is a Rabbinic obligation to pay promptly, based on al tomar l’rei’acha (C.M. 
339:7).
However, if the temp is hired and paid through a human resources company, they 
would violate bal talin, since they are responsible for payment. Similarly, if the 
business has a manager responsible for hiring and paying, the manager would be in 
violation (Ahavas Chessed 10:4).
Based on the above, some say that if a personnel department hires and a payroll 
department is responsible for payment, the business would not violate bal talin, only 
al tomar. [However, Harav Elyashiv, zt”l, is cited as ruling that when the employee 
continues working past the first paycheck, bal talin applies.]
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     Choshen Mishpat as it applies to the Jewish woman. 
   Shabbos afternoons by Rabbi Yerachmiel Pickholtz  at Khal Chassidim at 4:50.
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Now You Know 
The Torah tells us, “The man, Moshe, 
was extremely humble, more so than 
any man on the face of the earth.” 

The trait of humility is one of the 
highest ones to which a person can 
aspire, as our Sages tell us that Fear 
of Heaven only reaches to its ankles. 

People often mistake humility for low 

self-esteem or lack of appreciating 
one’s own greatness. This is false. 

Humility comes not from considering 
one’s self nothing, but from 

considering the greatness of HaShem 
and the extent of the potential He has 
instilled within us. 

Moshe was more humble than those 

on the face of the earth because while 
they looked downward, and saw other 
people who were not at their level, 
Moshe looked Heavenward and saw 

the level at which he was not. 

He knew that he was the greatest 
man in history, and that he connected 
to HaShem in a way that no others 

did, yet he knew this was given to him 
for a purpose; to do something with. 

The truly humble person will know his 
worth, understand his station in life 

and be able to defend Torah and 
HaShem’s will as a warrior, while 
never letting it go to his head. 

Thought of the week: 
If you’re not part of the 
solution, you’re part of the 
problem.  
Bonus Thought of the week: 

When you have an ability you 
must respond to it. That’s 
responsibility. 

(A:AY RBDMB) „...WPA RXYW ÂH EMwYW ÊH YNZAB ER OYNNATMK OEH YHYW‰ 
“The people were like those who seek pretexts of evil in the ears of HaShem, and 
HaShem heard and His wrath flared…” (Numbers 11:1) 

As they traveled through the desert, sustained by the Heavenly food called Mann, the Jews 
became displeased. The food was unlike anything they’d eaten before and they longed for 
“meat and potatoes”-type food. They complained to Moshe and it led to them getting their 
wish in a less-than-ideal way. A flock of birds flew in to feed them meat for a full month. As 
they Jews gorged themselves, HaShem’s wrath waited for thirty days. Then they were 
struck with a plague.  

When they complained to Moshe, he complained to HaShem. “Did I give birth to this 
nation?” Those were fateful words and HaShem assigned 70 elders to assist Moshe, taking 
from Moshe’s holiness to imbue them as leaders and reducing his involvement. 

It would seem that complaining is a bad idea. In fact, Chazal say that complainers will 
become very lonely because nobody likes to hear complaints. Yet, we find an example in 
this week’s parsha of people who complained and benefited without negative 
consequences. 

HaShem commanded that the Jewish People bring a korban Pesach each year on the 14th 
of Nissan. There were some Jews who were impure with corpse contamination and could 
not participate. They said, “Why should be lose out? We want to bring the korban.” 
Because they complained, they were given the mitzvah of Pesach Shaini, a second chance 
to do the mitzva. So is complaining a good thing or a bad thing? 

The wording of our posuk may hold the key to answering this question. The source of the 
word “misonenin,” referring to complainers is debated amongst the commentaries. The 
Ramban says it’s a phrase of angst and self-pity. Others say it is related to an Onen, who 
whose dead relative has not yet been buried and he is not obligated to do mitzvos.  

Perhaps, then, when one complains in pain about something which cannot be helped, it is 
a bad thing. The deceased will not come back to life (until Moshiach comes) and the 
hardships one has suffered have already happened and won’t be undone. The complaining 
is fruitless and thus displeases HaShem (and likely anyone else who has to listen to it.) 

The complaint of those who were impure, however, and wished for HaShem to give them a 
chance to do the Korban Pesach, was the recognition of a problem and a search for a 
solution. When one seeks to improve the situation, he is within his rights to identify it as a 
problem without being called a complainer. 

The message to us is that if something is wrong, we should fix it. If it can’t be fixed, we 
should accept it silently with the faith and knowledge that HaShem knows what He is doing. 

Someone once told R’ Moshe Feinstein that his mother was very worried about him getting 
accepted into a certain Yeshiva. R’ Moshe innocently asked, “How does the worry help?” 

One Friday found the Baal Shev Tov with no money and no food for Shabbos.  With no other 
choice, he realized that he needed to come onto the assistance of another.  He went to the 
home of a wealthy man, knocked almost imperceptibly, and whispered in a barely audible tone, 
“Ich darf af Shabbos – I’m in need for Shabbos.”  Then he turned and left. 

Suddenly, the door opened and the rich man ran after the retreating figure.  Handing the Baal 
Shem some money, he asked, “Why didn’t you knock louder or wait for me to answer?”  Said 
the Baal Shem: “I had to make my effort, and I did that.  Everything else I left to HaShem, and 
as you can see, He came through.” 
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Happy Birthday and Congrats to 

our beloved Graduate 

Veeta Miriam Gewirtz 
We are very proud of the fine young 

woman you’ve become and look 

forward to seeing you grow even 

more through the years. 

Love, Mommy and Daddy (and BD) 

 

Dedicated N”EL 

H”E WHYLA ‘R TB LDNYYRB 
Mrs. Bertha Davids ob”m 
By her family who still remember 

and speak to each other of her from 

far-flung places. 

H‰BCNT                    IWYS  Z‰U  UYYCRAYIWYS  Z‰U  UYYCRAYIWYS  Z‰U  UYYCRAYIWYS  Z‰U  UYYCRAY 
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R’ Yankele Pshevorsker’s doctor 
instructed him to take daily walks.

After a heavy rain, we suffered, as the 
entire area would turn into one big swamp.

Finally the administration recognized that production 
was hindered and decided to cover the area with pebbles.

Every day we blessed Hashem for this great gift.

This road 
is perfect! Let’s 
walk down this 

path...

Rebbi, why don’t 
we cross over 

and walk on the 
grass?

 Walking on 
pebbles is my way of 

expressing my hakaras 
hatov (gratitude)! When 
I was exiled to Siberia, 
there was no pavement 

anywhere...

It’s impossible to 
walk, never mind 
carrying heavy 

logs of lumber!

I don’t care! You 
have a daily quota 

and it must be 
completed!

כ“ז מרחשון  1999 - 1907  5760 - 5688

 the Pshevorsker Rebbe, also known as R’ Yankele of Antwerp, was born ,זצ״ל Leizer ר׳ יעקב
in Galicia, Poland. He received סמיכה in ד’ חלקי שלחן ערּוך from several prominent רבנים while 
he was still a בחּור. Upon the advice of his רבי, R’ Chuna Halberstam זצ״ל, the Koloshitzer 
 of Yashlisk, even before his marriage. In 1930, he married רב he agreed to serve as the ,רבי
 of Pshevorsk, known as R’ Itzikel. Together, they ר׳ משה יצחק the daughter of ,ַאלטע בינה
were sent to Siberia until the end of WWII. After the war, R’ Yankele served as דיין in 
Breslau, Poland, for two years before joining his shver in Paris, France, eventually 
moving with him to Antwerp, Belgium. Until R’ Itzikel’s final day, R’ Yankele did not leave 
his side. With R’ Itzikel’s פטירה in 1976, R’ Yankele became רבי. His כתבי קֹודׁש and סּפּורי צדיקים 

are testimony to his greatness in ּתֹורה and ירַאת שמים.

I feel a special 
fondness for pebbles. They 

allow me the opportunity to 
express my gratitude for the 
simple things in life we take 

for granted!

Thank You, Hashem! 
This is a luxury! Baruch Hatov 

V’Hameitiv - Blessed is the One Who 
is the essence of Good and does 

Kindness to others.

No, a pebble 
path is far more 
preferable than 

even a comfortable 
carpet of grass!

???
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

…ּוִבְמקֹום  ֲאֶשר ִיְשָכן ָשם ֶהָעָנן ָשם ַיֲחנּו…ְוַאֲחֵרי ֵכן ִיְסעּו…ּוְלִפי ֵהָעלֹות ֶהָעָנן    
 And  in  accord  with  the  lifting  of  the  cloud  …  after  that 
they [ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל] travelled … and in the place where the cloud would 
rest, there they [ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל]  would rest… (ַבִמְדָבר ט:יז) 
 for forty ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל cloud,that led ,ָעָנן explains that the ִסְפִרי 
years in the ִמְדָבר was just one of seven ֲעָנִנים. Four of the other ֲעָנִנים 
surounded ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל on each side, protecting them from any attacking 
enemies or wandering dangerous animals. Another ָעָנן was placed 
above the entire camp, shielding ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל from the hot sun and the 
nightly frost. The remaining ָעָנן was similar to a carpet, protecting  ְבֵני
 also flattened ָעָנן from the poisonous snakes and scorpions. This ִיְשָרֵאל
the  ground  like  a  bulldozer,  easing  the  travel  especially  for  the 
younger, older or weaker members of ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל.   
כֹות asks an intriguing question. Why on ר׳ ֵאִלָיהּו ִמְזָרִחי   do סֻּ
we only make a remembrance for the top ָעָנן that shielded ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל 
from the hot sun and the nightly frost? There were altogether seven 
 focused on only ִמְצָוה and each had a unique purpose. Why is the ,ֲעָנִנים
one of the seven ֲעָנִנים? 
 The ִחּנּוְך explains the ִמְצָוה of sitting in a ָכה  :סֻּ

ִמְצַות ְיִשיַבת ֻסָכה -ִמְצָוה שכה    
 We are commanded to dwell in a ָכה  for a seven day period סֻּ
as it says: כֺּת ֵתְשבּו ִשְבַעת ָיִמים …ַבסֻּ , You shall dwell in a ָכה  for a seven סֻּ
day period… (ַוִיְקָרא כג:מב). 

י ַהִמְצָוה  ִמָשָרשֵׁ
 The ִחּנּוְך explains that sitting in a ָכה  is meant to remind us סֻּ
of the many kindnesses and miracles that ד׳ performed for us when we 
left ִמְצַרִים. The ָכה ְבֵני  lovingly covered ד׳ in particular reminds us how סֻּ
 with His Clouds of Glory as a protection so that the sun should ִיְשָרֵאל
not harm them by day nor the frost by night.  
 The ִחּנּוְך explains this ִמְצָוה similar to the (או״ח תרכה:ב) ַב״ח: 
sitting in the ָכה  is meant to remind us of just one of the many סֻּ
kindnesses and miracles that ד׳ performed. This should trigger us to 
remember many others. 
 The ַב״ח uses this understanding to answer the question of 
the ִמְזָרִחי. Sitting in a ָכה  without a firm roof that is solely a protection סֻּ
from the sun is the easiest way to remember the special kindness and 
miracles performed to ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל as they travelled through the desert 
for forty years. This is a starting point to discuss the other six ֲעָנִנים, the 
well, the ָמן, etc., and the many other kindnesses and miracles that ד׳ 
performed for ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל. By beginning with ד׳’s loving protection for 
 from the harsh elements, we can easily appreciate the many ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל
different aspects of miracles and kindness that were involved. From 
the climate controlled setting of the ֲעָנִנים we should begin to focus 
how ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל’s wandering for forty years was full of miracles and was 
so comfortable that even the travelling was memorable for all their 
future generations.  Adapted from: ספר החינוך על פרשת השבוע 

R' Yeruchom Levovitz ַזַצ״ל was born to ַאְבָרָהם and ַחְסָיה in 
Luban,  Belarus.  In  his  teens,  he  learned  in  Slabodka, 
becoming one of the foremost ַתְלִמיִדים of the Alter,  ר׳ ָנָתן

 In his early 20s, he attended Kelm, under R' Simcha Zissel Ziv .ַזַצ״ל Finkel ְצִבי
 for 8 ַחְברּוָתא After his marriage to Rivka Levine, he learned without a .ַזַצ״ל
years and completed ַש״ס, before serving as  ַַמְשִגיח of the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים’s ְיִשיָבה 
in Radin. He became  ַַמְשִגיח at Mir in 1910, a position he held for 26 years. 
Among his ַתְלִמיִדים were R' Leib Malin, R' Chaim Shmulevitz, R' Dovid 
Povarsky, R' Levi Krupenia and R' Shimon Schwab. His ִשיחֹות מּוָסר were 
published after he was ִנְפָטר, in ַדַעת תֹוָרה ,ַדַעת ָחְכָמה ּומּוָסר and other ְסָפִרים.  

 י״ח סיון
5633 — 5696 
1873 — 1936 

R' Yeruchom Levovitz ַזַצ״ל would explain 
that although we find many different 
thoughts about the sins of the 
 was ֵחְטא the source of their ,ְמַרְגִלים
based on the fact that they saw  the 
punishment of ִמְרָים for speaking 
 and they never internalized ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע
the מּוָסר lesson. Any time we hear 
about a significant event, it is vital that we 
must think about it and try to learn a lesson!   

Pirchei would like to take this golden opportunity to thank all those who gave שעורים on ליל שבועות to our בחורים.
יהי רצון מלפני אבינו שבשמים שילכו מחיל אל חיל עבג"צ, בב"א! .for giving so generously of your time "הקב"ה יישר כחכם"

TorahThoughts



Magical LightsLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ה ַהְמנֹוָרה ִמְקָשה ָזָהב ַבִמְדָבר ח:ד(…)ְוֶזה ַמֲעשֵׂ  
 This is the workmanship of the ְמנֹוָרה, hammered-out gold… 
 The ִמְדָרש ַתְנחּוָמא asks why the passage of the ְמנֹוָרה is 
positioned immediately after the offerings of the ְנִשיִאים. The ִמְדָרש 
explains that ַאֲהֹרן watched as each of the tribes, represented by its 
leader, played a role in dedicating the ִמְשָכן. He was dismayed when 
his tribe was excluded. ה׳ comforted him by saying that his 
contribution would be greater because he would light the ְמנֹוָרה.  
 The ַרְמַב״ן explains the ִמְדָרש as follows: ה׳ told ַאֲהֹרן that 
the ית ַהִמְקָדש  would be on תֹוָרה would one day be destroyed and בֵׂ
the  verge  of  being  forgotten.  Only  the  faith  and  heroism  of  his 
descendants, the ַחְשמֹוָנִאים, would succeed in driving out the enemy, 
purifying the ית ַהִמְקָדש  The .ְמנֹוָרה and once more kindling the ,בֵׂ
offerings of the ְנִשיִאים were great and impressive, but they were 
temporary. By contrast, ַאֲהֹרן’s contribution would be eternal and his 
descendants’ heroic acts would be memorialized in the ִמְצָוה of ֲחנָֻכה. 
 The ַרְמַב״ן elaborates further: When the ַחְשמֹוָנִאים 
rededicated the ית ַהִמְקָדש  was made out of wood. The ְמנֹוָרה the ,בֵׂ
 out of one solid block of gold ְמנֹוָרה requires us to hammer the תֹוָרה
only if gold is available; otherwise, other material may be used.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞  
 One of the most famous refuseniks, Yosef Mendelovitch, 
had been thrown into prison for “spreading false propaganda.” The 
KGB tried to grill him for information on other Jews. The harder they 
pressed, the more stubborn he became. The authorities used all their 
persuasive measures, but none seemed to work. Finally, they threw 
him into solitary confinement. 
 The process was simple. Not only were food rations limited, 
but he also was not allowed to see the light of day. The KGB assumed 
that as Yosef’s resistance eroded, his spirit would break. However, 
Yosef’s  defiant  nature  made  their  job  impossible.  Instead  of 
weakening  him,  the  different  tactics  implemented  against  him 
actually made him stronger. 

 Incredibly, Yosef was able to calculate when the Jewish 
holidays were, and based on his estimation, ֲחנָֻכה was coming. The 
lights of the ְמנֹוָרה precisely symbolized his own battle against the 
forces of evil. How he longed to light the ְמנֹוָרה and bask in its glow! 
But how would he be able to do so? 
 He thought long and hard about it and finally came up with 
a plan. He somehow managed to obtain a match from one of the 
guards. Now all he needed was a wick and a small container of oil. 
 Creating a wick was easy. He pulled at the threads of his 
prison clothing and wove them together. Obtaining oil, however, was 
a problem. ֲחנָֻכה was only a few days away and the few moments he 
spent out of his cell were not enough for him to make the necessary 
arrangements. 
 The day before ֲחנָֻכה Yosef sat sadly in his cell. He would not 
be able to perform the ִמְצָוה for which he longed. He hoped for a 
miracle. As evening drew near, Yosef was struck by an idea. Perhaps 
he would not be able to fulfill the ִמְצָוה in its fullest sense, but he 
would try his best. He picked up a jagged rock, walked over to the 
wall, and began to chisel out the form of a ְמנֹוָרה: a base and eight 
branches. He wedged his one precious wick firmly into a crack in the 
wall  where  he  had  carved  out  the  form  of  the  first  light.  He 
then removed the match he had held onto for the past few weeks, 
struck it against the concrete wall, proudly recited the blessings of 
the ֲחנָֻכה lights and touched the fire to the wick. The improvised wick 
caught fire, and Yosef gazed at the small flickering flame that lit up 
the cell. 
 The wick did not burn for very long, perhaps only a few 
seconds, but it had ignited. The tiny flame had illuminated that dark 
Siberian cell for but a moment, lending hope and promise to a bold 
and brave Jew in a cold, lonely chamber … and long after that flame 
had been extinguished, it continued to burn strongly inside the soul 
of a young, courageous refusenik. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ג׳ סעיף ב׳
*Shlomie was talking to Chaim about forming a group for ּפּוִרים to collect for 
their ֶרִבי’s ְצָדָקה. Chaim mentioned that Moshe would be a good candidate. 
Shlomie told Chaim, “Don’t you know? Moshe is not your friend. He told me 
yesterday that you are so nasty, he tries not to stand within your ד ַאמֹות!” 
Chaim was understandably hurt and went to Moshe at recess and said, “I 
heard that yesterday you told someone that I’m nasty … Why don’t you tell me 
to my face?”   
Is there an ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות even if no name was mentioned ?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ָחֵפץ ַחִיים writes that it is common for people to mistakenly think that they 
are not violating the ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות when no names are mentioned. In our scenario, 
Moshe knows who he spoke to about Chaim a day before and therefore can easily 
deduce who was the guilty party.  

 Smearing sun screen is not permitted. However, sun 
screen with thinner consistency that can spread by itself 
may be used. 

 It is only permissible to lean very lightly on a tree, so that 
if the tree is removed, you would not fall. If leaning on the 
tree will cause it to shake, leaning is always prohibited. 

FocusonMiddos
 You can still be part of the Pirchei 
ַרִבים ַמִים בָׁ ם ׁשָׁ  Through the final two :ִקּדּוׁש שֵּׁ
weeks until ח לַׁ ת שְׁ שַׁ רָּ ת פָּ בָּ  learn at least 45 ,שַׁ
minutes before ה חָּ ת every ִמנְׁ בָּ ה in a ֶעֶרב שַׁ ִשיבָּ  יְׁ
or ש רָּ ית ִמדְׁ  Learn for an hour or more, and .בֵּ
get an additional raffle entry. Learn about 
ת בָּ כֹות שַׁ ת or ִהלְׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  and receive an extra ,ִקּדּושַׁ
raffle entry. This contest is open for all ages 
up to 12th grade.  
 We will אי״ה be announcing the 
names of the ת בָּ  Learning Contest ֶעֶרב שַׁ
participants. It is a tremendous ִחּזּוק for others 
to have your name mentioned in this ם ִקּדּוש שֵּ
ִבים רַׁ ִים בָּ מַׁ ת of learning שָּ בָּ  However, if .ֶעֶרב שַׁ
you prefer to remain anonymous (like a group 
of 7-10 חּוִרים א בָּ תָּ ִתיבְׁ  in Brooklyn, NY), you מְׁ
can still join this exciting program, and we will 
respect your wishes. 
 Please send in your signed faxes by 
Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506 9633. Please 
include your name, grade, ה ִשיבָּ  city and ,יְׁ
state, your contact and fax #’s to have your 
name entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of ִשים דֹולֹות חּומָּ אֹות ּגְׁ רָּ  !ִמקְׁ
 Current contestants: 
Grade 1 – Binyamin  Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah 
Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Chaim Dov 
Jacobowitz,    Politz    Hebrew    Academy; 
Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 3 – Chaim Mark, Yeshiva Bais Mikrah;  
Monsey, NY; Yehudah Altusky, Yaakov Bell, 
Yissochar Dov Duskis, Yosef Nisenfeld, Yoshi 
Yermish,      Politz      Hebrew      Academy; 
Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 4 – Yosef   Friedman,   Yeshiva   Ohr 
Shraga; Brooklyn, NY; Reuven Fischer, Asher 
Yeshaya Knopfler, Fallsburg Cheder School, 
Fallsburg, NY; Anonymous, YRSRH (Breuers), 
New   York,   NY;   Kalev   Bernhard,   Daniel 
Schneider,  Yedidya  Brand,  Politz  Hebrew 
Academy; Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 5 – Yosef Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah 
Temimah;   Brooklyn,   NY;   Gefen   Afrati, 
Avraham Yitzchak Duskis, Yaakov Nisenfeld, 
Yonah   Miller,   Politz   Hebrew   Academy; 
Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 6 – Mayer Ozer Greenberg, Yeshiva 
Torah Temimah; Refael Shabtai, Yeshiva 
Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Eli Bell, Elimelech 
Terebelo,      Politz      Hebrew      Academy; 
Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 7 – Refael Yitzchok Friedman, Yeshiva 
Ohr  Shraga;  Brooklyn,  NY;  Shaya  Pinter, 
Talmud Torah Bais Avrohom, Lakewood, NJ; 
Yitzi Levit, Chaim Leib Miller, Politz Hebrew    
Academy; Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 8 – Simcha Meir Friedman, Yeshiva Ohr 
Shraga;  Brooklyn,  NY;  Boruch  Gedalya 
Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim, Lakewood, 
NJ. 

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Yeruchom Levovitz 
יחַַ the ,ַזַצ״ל גִּ יר in ַמשְׁ יַבתַמִּ שִּ  was ,יְׁ
known to have a very special 
 closeness, with each one of ,ֶקֶשר
his hundreds of ים ידִּ מִּ  He also .ַתלְׁ
had an uncanny way to discern 
any changes in a יד מִּ  s’ַתלְׁ
behavior. ַַאֲהֺרן  ַזַצ״ל Kreiser ר׳
once related the following story: 
 One of the top ים חּורִּ  in בָּ
the ה יבָּ שִּ א was a יְׁ לָּ ידַמּופְׁ מִּ  an ,ַמתְׁ
unusually diligent student. One 
day, R' Yeruchom walked passed 
his יד מִּ  in the corridor and ַתלְׁ
noticed how the חּור  s face’בָּ
lacked the usual smile. The ַַיח גִּ  ַמשְׁ
called the חּור  over and asked בָּ
him   to   explain   what   was 
bothering him.  
 The חּור  realized that בָּ
there was nothing he could hide, 
and  confided  that  his  sister 
recently became engaged. The 
חּור  continued, “My father בָּ
undertook to be responsible for 
all the typical expenses. Recently, 
my father lost his fortune and is 
unable to pay what he agreed to. 
The חּור  is devastated and there בָּ
is a strong likelihood that this 
ּדּוְך  will be broken! How can I שִּ
concentrate on my learning while 
my parents are going through a 

double  tragedy?  They  lost  a 
fortune and now are about to 
lose a ּדּוְך      ”!for my sister שִּ
 R' Yeruchom asked the 
חּור  How much money are we“ ,בָּ
talking about?” The חּור  בָּ
explained that he needed $500, a 
huge fortune in those times.  
 Three days later, the 
יחַַ גִּ חּור called the ַמשְׁ  into his בָּ
office. R' Yeruchom gave the חּור  בָּ
the $500 and explained, “While 
of course the ה וָּ צְׁ ה of מִּ ַסתַַכלָּ נָּ  ַהכְׁ
is tremendous and the reward 
has no עּור  that can be שִּ
measured, the driving force that 
pushed me to collect the monies 
so quickly was you. My thoughts 
were with you and I was even 
more  concerned  that  your 
learning should not be impact by 
any external worries!”  
  My יד מִּ  R' Yeruchom ,ַתלְׁ
Levovitz ַזַצ״ל once cried when his 
son was in the ה שָּ רָּ ים of פָּ ּדּוכִּ  .שִּ
He explained, “I always thought I 
loved my ים ידִּ מִּ  like my very ַתלְׁ
own children. I feel I still worry 
about mine a little more!” It is no 
wonder that many of his ים ידִּ מִּ   ַתלְׁ
became the great leaders of the 
next generation! 

רּוְך! רֹוַבָּ כְׁ יַזִּ הִּ  יְׁ
ידּות   דִּ יְׁ י Your ,בְׁ  ֶרבִּ

Story adapted from: )במחיצתם של גדולי התורה )חלק שני 

1. How were the Jewish taskmasters in Egypt rewarded for taking 
the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on their brothers? 

2. Why was ה ִפָלה so careful to daven a very short ֹמשֶׁ  to הקב״ה to תְּ
heal his sister, ָים  ?ִמרְּ

1. Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to protect their 
fellow Jews, הקב״ה said that the seventy ְֵּקִנים  should be appointed from among ז
them ( ֶׁר ָיַדְעָת ד״ה ֲאש … — 11:16). 

ֶׁה .2 ֶׁה did not want people to think, “His sister is in pain and ֹמש  is standing and ֹמש
praying lengthy prayers” (12:13 — ד״ה ְרָפא ָנא ָלּה). 

1. How were the Jewish taskmasters in Egypt rewarded for taking 
the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on their brothers? 

2. Why was ה ִפָלה so careful to daven a very short ֹמשֶׁ  to הקב״ה to תְּ
heal his sister, ָים  ?ִמרְּ

1. Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to protect their 
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ֶׁה .2 ֶׁה did not want people to think, “His sister is in pain and ֹמש  is standing and ֹמש
praying lengthy prayers” (12:13 — ד״ה ְרָפא ָנא ָלּה). 
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Learning Contest ערב שבת

Sage Sayings
R’ Yeruchom Levovitz ַזַצ״ל would suggest a thought provoking 
idea: “ אֹוי ִאיז צּו דֶער מֶענטׁש װָאס װֵײסט ִניׁשט זַײנֶע ֶחְסרֹונֹות, װַײל ֶער
 Woe is to the man who does not — װֵײסט ִניׁשט װָאס ִמַתֵקן צּו זַײן
know his own faults, for he doesn’t know what he must repair; 
ָאּבֶער אֹוי ָואבֹוי ִאיז צּו דֶער װָאס קֶען ִניׁשט זַײנֶע אֵײגנֶע ַמֲעלֹות, װַײל  —
 but — ֶער גלֹויּבט ִניׁשט ַאז ֶער הָאט ִדי מֶעגִליכקַײט ִזיְך צּו הֶעלפן
double woe is to the one who does not know his own virtues, 
for he does not realize the tools he possesses to help himself!” 

Adapted from: ל ָאבֹות  ִמשֶׁ

Based on R’ Felder שליט״א-לזכות רפואה שלמה חיה מלכה בת בת-שבע



Magical LightsLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ה ַהְמנֹוָרה ִמְקָשה ָזָהב ַבִמְדָבר ח:ד(…)ְוֶזה ַמֲעשֵׂ  
 This is the workmanship of the ְמנֹוָרה, hammered-out gold… 
 The ִמְדָרש ַתְנחּוָמא asks why the passage of the ְמנֹוָרה is 
positioned immediately after the offerings of the ְנִשיִאים. The ִמְדָרש 
explains that ַאֲהֹרן watched as each of the tribes, represented by its 
leader, played a role in dedicating the ִמְשָכן. He was dismayed when 
his tribe was excluded. ה׳ comforted him by saying that his 
contribution would be greater because he would light the ְמנֹוָרה.  
 The ַרְמַב״ן explains the ִמְדָרש as follows: ה׳ told ַאֲהֹרן that 
the ית ַהִמְקָדש  would be on תֹוָרה would one day be destroyed and בֵׂ
the  verge  of  being  forgotten.  Only  the  faith  and  heroism  of  his 
descendants, the ַחְשמֹוָנִאים, would succeed in driving out the enemy, 
purifying the ית ַהִמְקָדש  The .ְמנֹוָרה and once more kindling the ,בֵׂ
offerings of the ְנִשיִאים were great and impressive, but they were 
temporary. By contrast, ַאֲהֹרן’s contribution would be eternal and his 
descendants’ heroic acts would be memorialized in the ִמְצָוה of ֲחנָֻכה. 
 The ַרְמַב״ן elaborates further: When the ַחְשמֹוָנִאים 
rededicated the ית ַהִמְקָדש  was made out of wood. The ְמנֹוָרה the ,בֵׂ
 out of one solid block of gold ְמנֹוָרה requires us to hammer the תֹוָרה
only if gold is available; otherwise, other material may be used.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞  
 One of the most famous refuseniks, Yosef Mendelovitch, 
had been thrown into prison for “spreading false propaganda.” The 
KGB tried to grill him for information on other Jews. The harder they 
pressed, the more stubborn he became. The authorities used all their 
persuasive measures, but none seemed to work. Finally, they threw 
him into solitary confinement. 
 The process was simple. Not only were food rations limited, 
but he also was not allowed to see the light of day. The KGB assumed 
that as Yosef’s resistance eroded, his spirit would break. However, 
Yosef’s  defiant  nature  made  their  job  impossible.  Instead  of 
weakening  him,  the  different  tactics  implemented  against  him 
actually made him stronger. 

 Incredibly, Yosef was able to calculate when the Jewish 
holidays were, and based on his estimation, ֲחנָֻכה was coming. The 
lights of the ְמנֹוָרה precisely symbolized his own battle against the 
forces of evil. How he longed to light the ְמנֹוָרה and bask in its glow! 
But how would he be able to do so? 
 He thought long and hard about it and finally came up with 
a plan. He somehow managed to obtain a match from one of the 
guards. Now all he needed was a wick and a small container of oil. 
 Creating a wick was easy. He pulled at the threads of his 
prison clothing and wove them together. Obtaining oil, however, was 
a problem. ֲחנָֻכה was only a few days away and the few moments he 
spent out of his cell were not enough for him to make the necessary 
arrangements. 
 The day before ֲחנָֻכה Yosef sat sadly in his cell. He would not 
be able to perform the ִמְצָוה for which he longed. He hoped for a 
miracle. As evening drew near, Yosef was struck by an idea. Perhaps 
he would not be able to fulfill the ִמְצָוה in its fullest sense, but he 
would try his best. He picked up a jagged rock, walked over to the 
wall, and began to chisel out the form of a ְמנֹוָרה: a base and eight 
branches. He wedged his one precious wick firmly into a crack in the 
wall  where  he  had  carved  out  the  form  of  the  first  light.  He 
then removed the match he had held onto for the past few weeks, 
struck it against the concrete wall, proudly recited the blessings of 
the ֲחנָֻכה lights and touched the fire to the wick. The improvised wick 
caught fire, and Yosef gazed at the small flickering flame that lit up 
the cell. 
 The wick did not burn for very long, perhaps only a few 
seconds, but it had ignited. The tiny flame had illuminated that dark 
Siberian cell for but a moment, lending hope and promise to a bold 
and brave Jew in a cold, lonely chamber … and long after that flame 
had been extinguished, it continued to burn strongly inside the soul 
of a young, courageous refusenik. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ג׳ סעיף ב׳
*Shlomie was talking to Chaim about forming a group for ּפּוִרים to collect for 
their ֶרִבי’s ְצָדָקה. Chaim mentioned that Moshe would be a good candidate. 
Shlomie told Chaim, “Don’t you know? Moshe is not your friend. He told me 
yesterday that you are so nasty, he tries not to stand within your ד ַאמֹות!” 
Chaim was understandably hurt and went to Moshe at recess and said, “I 
heard that yesterday you told someone that I’m nasty … Why don’t you tell me 
to my face?”   
Is there an ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות even if no name was mentioned ?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ָחֵפץ ַחִיים writes that it is common for people to mistakenly think that they 
are not violating the ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות when no names are mentioned. In our scenario, 
Moshe knows who he spoke to about Chaim a day before and therefore can easily 
deduce who was the guilty party.  

 Smearing sun screen is not permitted. However, sun 
screen with thinner consistency that can spread by itself 
may be used. 

 It is only permissible to lean very lightly on a tree, so that 
if the tree is removed, you would not fall. If leaning on the 
tree will cause it to shake, leaning is always prohibited. 

FocusonMiddos
 You can still be part of the Pirchei 
ַרִבים ַמִים בָׁ ם ׁשָׁ  Through the final two :ִקּדּוׁש שֵּׁ
weeks until ח לַׁ ת שְׁ שַׁ רָּ ת פָּ בָּ  learn at least 45 ,שַׁ
minutes before ה חָּ ת every ִמנְׁ בָּ ה in a ֶעֶרב שַׁ ִשיבָּ  יְׁ
or ש רָּ ית ִמדְׁ  Learn for an hour or more, and .בֵּ
get an additional raffle entry. Learn about 
ת בָּ כֹות שַׁ ת or ִהלְׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  and receive an extra ,ִקּדּושַׁ
raffle entry. This contest is open for all ages 
up to 12th grade.  
 We will אי״ה be announcing the 
names of the ת בָּ  Learning Contest ֶעֶרב שַׁ
participants. It is a tremendous ִחּזּוק for others 
to have your name mentioned in this ם ִקּדּוש שֵּ
ִבים רַׁ ִים בָּ מַׁ ת of learning שָּ בָּ  However, if .ֶעֶרב שַׁ
you prefer to remain anonymous (like a group 
of 7-10 חּוִרים א בָּ תָּ ִתיבְׁ  in Brooklyn, NY), you מְׁ
can still join this exciting program, and we will 
respect your wishes. 
 Please send in your signed faxes by 
Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506 9633. Please 
include your name, grade, ה ִשיבָּ  city and ,יְׁ
state, your contact and fax #’s to have your 
name entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of ִשים דֹולֹות חּומָּ אֹות ּגְׁ רָּ  !ִמקְׁ
 Current contestants: 
Grade 1 – Binyamin  Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah 
Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Chaim Dov 
Jacobowitz,    Politz    Hebrew    Academy; 
Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 3 – Chaim Mark, Yeshiva Bais Mikrah;  
Monsey, NY; Yehudah Altusky, Yaakov Bell, 
Yissochar Dov Duskis, Yosef Nisenfeld, Yoshi 
Yermish,      Politz      Hebrew      Academy; 
Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 4 – Yosef   Friedman,   Yeshiva   Ohr 
Shraga; Brooklyn, NY; Reuven Fischer, Asher 
Yeshaya Knopfler, Fallsburg Cheder School, 
Fallsburg, NY; Anonymous, YRSRH (Breuers), 
New   York,   NY;   Kalev   Bernhard,   Daniel 
Schneider,  Yedidya  Brand,  Politz  Hebrew 
Academy; Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 5 – Yosef Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah 
Temimah;   Brooklyn,   NY;   Gefen   Afrati, 
Avraham Yitzchak Duskis, Yaakov Nisenfeld, 
Yonah   Miller,   Politz   Hebrew   Academy; 
Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 6 – Mayer Ozer Greenberg, Yeshiva 
Torah Temimah; Refael Shabtai, Yeshiva 
Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Eli Bell, Elimelech 
Terebelo,      Politz      Hebrew      Academy; 
Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 7 – Refael Yitzchok Friedman, Yeshiva 
Ohr  Shraga;  Brooklyn,  NY;  Shaya  Pinter, 
Talmud Torah Bais Avrohom, Lakewood, NJ; 
Yitzi Levit, Chaim Leib Miller, Politz Hebrew    
Academy; Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 8 – Simcha Meir Friedman, Yeshiva Ohr 
Shraga;  Brooklyn,  NY;  Boruch  Gedalya 
Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim, Lakewood, 
NJ. 

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Yeruchom Levovitz 
יחַַ the ,ַזַצ״ל גִּ יר in ַמשְׁ יַבתַמִּ שִּ  was ,יְׁ
known to have a very special 
 closeness, with each one of ,ֶקֶשר
his hundreds of ים ידִּ מִּ  He also .ַתלְׁ
had an uncanny way to discern 
any changes in a יד מִּ  s’ַתלְׁ
behavior. ַַאֲהֺרן  ַזַצ״ל Kreiser ר׳
once related the following story: 
 One of the top ים חּורִּ  in בָּ
the ה יבָּ שִּ א was a יְׁ לָּ ידַמּופְׁ מִּ  an ,ַמתְׁ
unusually diligent student. One 
day, R' Yeruchom walked passed 
his יד מִּ  in the corridor and ַתלְׁ
noticed how the חּור  s face’בָּ
lacked the usual smile. The ַַיח גִּ  ַמשְׁ
called the חּור  over and asked בָּ
him   to   explain   what   was 
bothering him.  
 The חּור  realized that בָּ
there was nothing he could hide, 
and  confided  that  his  sister 
recently became engaged. The 
חּור  continued, “My father בָּ
undertook to be responsible for 
all the typical expenses. Recently, 
my father lost his fortune and is 
unable to pay what he agreed to. 
The חּור  is devastated and there בָּ
is a strong likelihood that this 
ּדּוְך  will be broken! How can I שִּ
concentrate on my learning while 
my parents are going through a 

double  tragedy?  They  lost  a 
fortune and now are about to 
lose a ּדּוְך      ”!for my sister שִּ
 R' Yeruchom asked the 
חּור  How much money are we“ ,בָּ
talking about?” The חּור  בָּ
explained that he needed $500, a 
huge fortune in those times.  
 Three days later, the 
יחַַ גִּ חּור called the ַמשְׁ  into his בָּ
office. R' Yeruchom gave the חּור  בָּ
the $500 and explained, “While 
of course the ה וָּ צְׁ ה of מִּ ַסתַַכלָּ נָּ  ַהכְׁ
is tremendous and the reward 
has no עּור  that can be שִּ
measured, the driving force that 
pushed me to collect the monies 
so quickly was you. My thoughts 
were with you and I was even 
more  concerned  that  your 
learning should not be impact by 
any external worries!”  
  My יד מִּ  R' Yeruchom ,ַתלְׁ
Levovitz ַזַצ״ל once cried when his 
son was in the ה שָּ רָּ ים of פָּ ּדּוכִּ  .שִּ
He explained, “I always thought I 
loved my ים ידִּ מִּ  like my very ַתלְׁ
own children. I feel I still worry 
about mine a little more!” It is no 
wonder that many of his ים ידִּ מִּ   ַתלְׁ
became the great leaders of the 
next generation! 

רּוְך! רֹוַבָּ כְׁ יַזִּ הִּ  יְׁ
ידּות   דִּ יְׁ י Your ,בְׁ  ֶרבִּ

Story adapted from: )במחיצתם של גדולי התורה )חלק שני 

1. How were the Jewish taskmasters in Egypt rewarded for taking 
the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on their brothers? 

2. Why was ה ִפָלה so careful to daven a very short ֹמשֶׁ  to הקב״ה to תְּ
heal his sister, ָים  ?ִמרְּ

1. Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to protect their 
fellow Jews, הקב״ה said that the seventy ְֵּקִנים  should be appointed from among ז
them ( ֶׁר ָיַדְעָת ד״ה ֲאש … — 11:16). 

ֶׁה .2 ֶׁה did not want people to think, “His sister is in pain and ֹמש  is standing and ֹמש
praying lengthy prayers” (12:13 — ד״ה ְרָפא ָנא ָלּה). 
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R’ Yankele Pshevorsker’s doctor 
instructed him to take daily walks.

After a heavy rain, we suffered, as the 
entire area would turn into one big swamp.

Finally the administration recognized that production 
was hindered and decided to cover the area with pebbles.

Every day we blessed Hashem for this great gift.

This road 
is perfect! Let’s 
walk down this 

path...

Rebbi, why don’t 
we cross over 

and walk on the 
grass?

 Walking on 
pebbles is my way of 

expressing my hakaras 
hatov (gratitude)! When 
I was exiled to Siberia, 
there was no pavement 

anywhere...

It’s impossible to 
walk, never mind 
carrying heavy 

logs of lumber!

I don’t care! You 
have a daily quota 

and it must be 
completed!

כ“ז מרחשון  1999 - 1907  5760 - 5688

 the Pshevorsker Rebbe, also known as R’ Yankele of Antwerp, was born ,זצ״ל Leizer ר׳ יעקב
in Galicia, Poland. He received סמיכה in ד’ חלקי שלחן ערּוך from several prominent רבנים while 
he was still a בחּור. Upon the advice of his רבי, R’ Chuna Halberstam זצ״ל, the Koloshitzer 
 of Yashlisk, even before his marriage. In 1930, he married רב he agreed to serve as the ,רבי
 of Pshevorsk, known as R’ Itzikel. Together, they ר׳ משה יצחק the daughter of ,ַאלטע בינה
were sent to Siberia until the end of WWII. After the war, R’ Yankele served as דיין in 
Breslau, Poland, for two years before joining his shver in Paris, France, eventually 
moving with him to Antwerp, Belgium. Until R’ Itzikel’s final day, R’ Yankele did not leave 
his side. With R’ Itzikel’s פטירה in 1976, R’ Yankele became רבי. His כתבי קֹודׁש and סּפּורי צדיקים 

are testimony to his greatness in ּתֹורה and ירַאת שמים.

I feel a special 
fondness for pebbles. They 

allow me the opportunity to 
express my gratitude for the 
simple things in life we take 

for granted!

Thank You, Hashem! 
This is a luxury! Baruch Hatov 

V’Hameitiv - Blessed is the One Who 
is the essence of Good and does 

Kindness to others.

No, a pebble 
path is far more 
preferable than 

even a comfortable 
carpet of grass!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

…ּוִבְמקֹום  ֲאֶשר ִיְשָכן ָשם ֶהָעָנן ָשם ַיֲחנּו…ְוַאֲחֵרי ֵכן ִיְסעּו…ּוְלִפי ֵהָעלֹות ֶהָעָנן    
 And  in  accord  with  the  lifting  of  the  cloud  …  after  that 
they [ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל] travelled … and in the place where the cloud would 
rest, there they [ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל]  would rest… (ַבִמְדָבר ט:יז) 
 for forty ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל cloud,that led ,ָעָנן explains that the ִסְפִרי 
years in the ִמְדָבר was just one of seven ֲעָנִנים. Four of the other ֲעָנִנים 
surounded ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל on each side, protecting them from any attacking 
enemies or wandering dangerous animals. Another ָעָנן was placed 
above the entire camp, shielding ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל from the hot sun and the 
nightly frost. The remaining ָעָנן was similar to a carpet, protecting  ְבֵני
 also flattened ָעָנן from the poisonous snakes and scorpions. This ִיְשָרֵאל
the  ground  like  a  bulldozer,  easing  the  travel  especially  for  the 
younger, older or weaker members of ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל.   
כֹות asks an intriguing question. Why on ר׳ ֵאִלָיהּו ִמְזָרִחי   do סֻּ
we only make a remembrance for the top ָעָנן that shielded ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל 
from the hot sun and the nightly frost? There were altogether seven 
 focused on only ִמְצָוה and each had a unique purpose. Why is the ,ֲעָנִנים
one of the seven ֲעָנִנים? 
 The ִחּנּוְך explains the ִמְצָוה of sitting in a ָכה  :סֻּ

ִמְצַות ְיִשיַבת ֻסָכה -ִמְצָוה שכה    
 We are commanded to dwell in a ָכה  for a seven day period סֻּ
as it says: כֺּת ֵתְשבּו ִשְבַעת ָיִמים …ַבסֻּ , You shall dwell in a ָכה  for a seven סֻּ
day period… (ַוִיְקָרא כג:מב). 

י ַהִמְצָוה  ִמָשָרשֵׁ
 The ִחּנּוְך explains that sitting in a ָכה  is meant to remind us סֻּ
of the many kindnesses and miracles that ד׳ performed for us when we 
left ִמְצַרִים. The ָכה ְבֵני  lovingly covered ד׳ in particular reminds us how סֻּ
 with His Clouds of Glory as a protection so that the sun should ִיְשָרֵאל
not harm them by day nor the frost by night.  
 The ִחּנּוְך explains this ִמְצָוה similar to the (או״ח תרכה:ב) ַב״ח: 
sitting in the ָכה  is meant to remind us of just one of the many סֻּ
kindnesses and miracles that ד׳ performed. This should trigger us to 
remember many others. 
 The ַב״ח uses this understanding to answer the question of 
the ִמְזָרִחי. Sitting in a ָכה  without a firm roof that is solely a protection סֻּ
from the sun is the easiest way to remember the special kindness and 
miracles performed to ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל as they travelled through the desert 
for forty years. This is a starting point to discuss the other six ֲעָנִנים, the 
well, the ָמן, etc., and the many other kindnesses and miracles that ד׳ 
performed for ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל. By beginning with ד׳’s loving protection for 
 from the harsh elements, we can easily appreciate the many ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל
different aspects of miracles and kindness that were involved. From 
the climate controlled setting of the ֲעָנִנים we should begin to focus 
how ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל’s wandering for forty years was full of miracles and was 
so comfortable that even the travelling was memorable for all their 
future generations.  Adapted from: ספר החינוך על פרשת השבוע 

R' Yeruchom Levovitz ַזַצ״ל was born to ַאְבָרָהם and ַחְסָיה in 
Luban,  Belarus.  In  his  teens,  he  learned  in  Slabodka, 
becoming one of the foremost ַתְלִמיִדים of the Alter,  ר׳ ָנָתן

 In his early 20s, he attended Kelm, under R' Simcha Zissel Ziv .ַזַצ״ל Finkel ְצִבי
 for 8 ַחְברּוָתא After his marriage to Rivka Levine, he learned without a .ַזַצ״ל
years and completed ַש״ס, before serving as  ַַמְשִגיח of the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים’s ְיִשיָבה 
in Radin. He became  ַַמְשִגיח at Mir in 1910, a position he held for 26 years. 
Among his ַתְלִמיִדים were R' Leib Malin, R' Chaim Shmulevitz, R' Dovid 
Povarsky, R' Levi Krupenia and R' Shimon Schwab. His ִשיחֹות מּוָסר were 
published after he was ִנְפָטר, in ַדַעת תֹוָרה ,ַדַעת ָחְכָמה ּומּוָסר and other ְסָפִרים.  

 י״ח סיון
5633 — 5696 
1873 — 1936 

R' Yeruchom Levovitz ַזַצ״ל would explain 
that although we find many different 
thoughts about the sins of the 
 was ֵחְטא the source of their ,ְמַרְגִלים
based on the fact that they saw  the 
punishment of ִמְרָים for speaking 
 and they never internalized ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע
the מּוָסר lesson. Any time we hear 
about a significant event, it is vital that we 
must think about it and try to learn a lesson!   

Pirchei would like to take this golden opportunity to thank all those who gave שעורים on ליל שבועות to our בחורים.
יהי רצון מלפני אבינו שבשמים שילכו מחיל אל חיל עבג"צ, בב"א! .for giving so generously of your time "הקב"ה יישר כחכם"
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Megilah 21b) states that initially, the berachos 
before and after an Aliyah were divided in such a way that the 
man who received the first Aliyah on Shabbos (usually the Kohen) 
would recite the first brocho before his Aliyah, and the  man who 
received the last Aliyah would recite the second brocho after his 
Aliyah. Those who received an Aliyah in the middle did not recite 
any brocho. However, because those who arrived in the middle of 
the vthre might mistakenly think that only a brocho afterwards is 
required, and those leaving before the end might mistakenly think 
that only a brocho at the beginning is necessary, the Chachomim 
instituted that each and every Aliyah should include a brocho 
before and after. As such, the Eliyahu Rabba (138:5) concluded 
that the ,uchaj (value) of the last Aliyah (iurjt) which merited 
initially to recite a brocho is certainly greater than that of the 
middle Aliyos, whose berachos were enacted only to avoid 
confusion. Rashi explains that the tribe of Dan is described in the 
Posuk as ,ubjnv kfk ;xtn, citing the Yerushalmi that the 
population of Dan was so numerous that they camped and 
traveled last, positioned thereby to pick up whatever the rest of 
Bnei Yisroel dropped and return it to them. The Maharal notes 
that the tribe of Yehudah was more numerous than Dan, but since 
Yehudah was the tribe of Malchus, they had to go first. The 
Mishna Halachos (15:55) points out from this Maharal that 
apparently, if not for Yehudah’s role as Melech, Yehudah might 
have been last instead of Dan, suggesting a further proof of 
iurjt’s ,uchaj. Perhaps for this reason, a Kohen receives the first 
Aliyah, as he is to receive atrc ekj in all things, but he is also 
eligible to receive iurjt whose ,uchaj is almost at the same level.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Who has a better chance to survive a dangerous activity – a smart 
person or a feeble-minded one ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would a Tefilah’s words depend upon the use of a Siddur ? )  
Igros Moshe (j”ut 2:29) rules that when one who normally 
davens one Nusach (e.g. Ashkenaz) is the Shliach Tzibur in a 
minyan that davens another Nusach, he should daven the Tzibur’s 
Nusach in his private Shemona Esrei also, so as to be u,kp, rsxn 
properly – accustom himself to what he is about to say in the 
Chazoras HaShatz. The SheArim HaMetzuyanim B’Halacha (j”ut 
26:3) notes that today, since everyone davens from a Siddur, that 
is not necessary, and he may daven his usual Nusach. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one ate cake and drank a beverage, but is unsure if the beverage 
was wine, he may not add the words ipdv kg to the ‘hjnv kg 
brocho over the cake, because it may be untrue. However if he 
knows it was wine but is unsure if he drank enough to warrant a 
vburjt vfrc, he may add ipdv kg to ‘hjnv kg because it is true, 
even though the amount of wine alone might not have required its 
own brocho. (Igros Moshe j”ut 2:109)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Kesubos 10a) derives from the words ,uku,cv rvnf 
that there is a sum of money associated with a woman who is 
about to be married. The Gemara’s premise is that this money is 
the sum promised in the Kesubah, and some opinions conclude 
therefore that the Kesubah obligation is Scriptural. However the 
conventional source of a Kesubah requirement is, as the Rambam 
(,uaht 10:7) states, a Takanah of the Chachomim, so that a man 
will not find it easy to divorce his wife. If so, what was the phrase 
,uku,cv rvn referring to ? The Ramban (ohypan ‘p 22:15) 
suggests that this refers to gifts that were commonly sent by a 
man to his betrothed before the wedding, known as ,ubukcx. Is the 
Posuk saying that such gifts are required ? No, the Posuk is 
simply recording what had developed as a custom. In fact, even if  
,uku,cv rvn did mean a Kesubah, those who insist that the 
institution of a Kesubah was Rabbinic, as the Rambam explained 
above, could readily admit that the Chachomim had merely 
codified a custom that may have existed prior to the Takanah of 
Chazal, by which a man voluntarily contracted with his wife to 
pay her a sum of money if the marriage ended.  The Gemara 
(Yoma 75a) darshens that when Bnei Yisroel said: vdsv ,t ubrfz 
they were referring to the ease with which they had been able to 
marry, without restriction, in Egypt. The MaHarsha explains that 
in Egypt, before the Torah placed restrictions on marriage 
prohibiting one from marrying a close relative, it had been easier 
for a man to marry one of his relatives as they knew each other 
well and the agreement to marry would therefore not require 
effort. However, now that relatives were forbidden, a man had to 
go out, find and woo a “stranger”, and ply her with ,ubukcx so that 
she would agree to marry him. As the MaHarsha points out, this 
is indicated in the Posuk: obj ohrmnc kftb rat vdsv ,t ubrfz – 
where the word obj (for free) reflects the fact that gifts were not 
required when marrying a relative, as they were for a stranger.    

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
In the Polish city where R' Yosef Engel was Rav, a tragedy occurred and 
a Sefer Torah k”jr fell to the floor. However, the Sefer was wrapped in 
a Talis at the time, and the townspeople asked the Rav if they had to 
fast. R' Yosef examined the issues and ruled that the Sefer had not fallen 
directly on the floor but rather onto the Talis, and therefore they did not 
need to fast. After this ruling, strange mishaps began to occur in the city 
and the townspeople came to R' Yosef with a complaint that apparently 
his ruling was incorrect, they were really required to fast, and he was 
therefore responsible for all the unusual problems that had arisen. R' 
Yosef sat down once again and examined the question of the Sefer 
Torah in more depth, eventually reaching the same conclusion. 
However, "If you wish to know why these strange events have begun to 
occur, I believe it is because the Gemara (Berachos 5a) states that if one 
sees ihruxh (afflictions) befalling him, he must examine his deeds to 
determine what he had done to deserve such afflictions. A falling Sefer 
Torah is also an affliction but apparently, no one investigated to 
understand why it had occurred, and what needed improvement". 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family.  
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וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה זהב עד “ 8:4

ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא, כמראה אשר 

 ”הראה ד' את משה כן עשה את המנרה.

“This is the workmanship of the Menorah, hammered 

out gold, from its base to its flower it is hammered 

out; according to the vision that Hashem showed 

Moshe, so did he make the Menorah.”  The Posuk 

begins with “וזה מעשה המנרה” – “This is the 

workmanship of the Menorah,” and then ends, “ כן

  ”.So did he make the Menorah“ – ”עשה את המנרה

Regarding the Mishkan, the Torah uses the words, “ כן

 So he did”.  Chazal explain that the Torah is“ – ”עשה

stressing to us that Moshe and Aharon did exactly as 

they were commanded.  Why does the Torah need to 

mention at the end the Posuk “Menorah”, when it is 

stated in the beginning of the Posuk and obviously 

what we are speaking about at the end of the Posuk 

as well?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on 

this topic, and support the P’shat offered in the 

closing paragraph. 

י"רש   The – ”כן עשה את המנרה“ 8:4 – 

pronoun “He” refers to the one who made the 

Menorah.  The Medrash explains that the Menorah 

was made by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

 When – ”כן עשה את המנרה“ 8:4 - מזרחי 

Rashi says that “He – refers to the one who made the 

Menorah” – it is not a reference to Moshe, rather it 

refers to Betzalel who made the Keilim for the 

Mishkan.   

ן"רמב   This refers – ”כן עשה את המנרה“ 8:4 - 

to Moshe Rabbeinu, who is mentioned before these 

words.  Moshe is considered to have made the 

Menorah because he exerted effort in learning how 

to make the Menorah and he “made” it by 

commanding it to be made. (Betzalel was the one 

who made the Keilim for the Mishkan). ספרי – This is 

written to publicize the praises of Moshe for just as 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to him, so did he make the 

Menorah.  Rashi quotes a Medrash that it was 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu Who made the Menorah by 

Himself.   

 – ”כן עשה את המנרה“ 8:4 - 3 – מדרש תנחומא 

Moshe was perplexed as to how to make the 

Menorah.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Moshe to take a 

block of gold and throw it into a fire.  The block of 

gold took the form of the Menorah in the fire on its 

own, exactly the way Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

commanded.   

 – ”כן עשה את המנרה“ 8:4 - באר מים חיים 

According to the Medrash Tanchuma, that Moshe 

threw a block of gold into the fire and out came a 

Menorah, the end of this Posuk is clearly speaking 

about Hakodosh Boruch Hu: “So did He (Hashem) 

make the Menorah.”  

וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה “ 8:4 – חתם סופר 

ה כמראה אשר הרא, זהב עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

את משה' ד ” – The Menorah is a Remez to the Torah.  

One who learns Torah illuminates the world, the 

same way that the Menorah illuminates. The way of 

Limud Hatorah is that at first it is “מקשה” – 

“difficult.”  At first, it is hard to understand and get 

clarity, however, if one works at it, he is Zoche to 

“pure gold” which means that he will have a crystal 

clear understanding of his Torah.  “ עד ירכה עד פרחה

 ”Until one makes “a base and flowers – ”מקשה הוא

for the Torah, meaning until he has reached the level 

of being a Talmid Chochom (who makes “flowers” 

with the Torah – referring to one who has questions 

and answers in Torah, as well as Pilpul Hatorah), 

“  .it is difficult – ”מקשה“ את ' כמראה אשר הראה ד

 However, one who works hard at it and - ”משה

becomes a Talmid Chochom, then he is Zoche to have 

the Torah revealed to him, the way it was revealed to 

Moshe by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה “ 8:4 – נחל קדומים 

כמראה אשר הראה , זהב עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

את משה' ד ” – This is referring to Torah Shebal Peh.  It 

is מקשה, difficult, to understand a concept based 

upon another concept.  One needs much exertion to 

understand Pilpul Hatorah. One who does so, brings 

forth a light which represents a portion of his holy 

Neshama.  All of Torah Shebal Peh was told to Moshe 

Rabbeinu, so that even in the future, whatever Torah 

anyone will learn, it was all told to Moshe.  

וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה זהב “ 8:4 – חתן סופר 

 The Menorah alludes – ”עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

to the seven wisdoms of the world.  The middle Neir 

represents the Torah, and the others all face the 
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middle, the Torah.  As it says in the Rambam’s letters 

that for many matters of the Torah, one must be 

fluent in other wisdoms to understand the Torah.  

The other wisdoms have no value unto themselves, 

and without the Torah they are worthless.  However, 

when they are attached to the Torah in the proper 

manner, these wisdoms are elevated and have value.  

The base of the Menorah was in the middle, and all of 

the strength of the Menorah was from the middle, 

representing the Torah, for all of the other wisdoms 

are reliant on the Torah, and they are all טפל, 

secondary, to the Torah.  Shabbos 22b – All the 

Neiros were lit from the middle one, and they 

returned to the middle one.  This tells us that one 

must first learn the Torah, and only then learn the 

other wisdoms necessary to assist one in 

understanding the Torah.  After that, one must return 

to the Torah again, for it is the purpose of all the 

wisdoms.   

וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה “ 8:4 - העמק דבר 

 The gold used in – ”זהב עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

the making of the Menorah was made from one piece 

of gold to be Meramez that all of the wisdoms come 

from the Torah.   

י מבעלזא"מהר   – ”וזה מעשה המנרה“ 8:4 – 

The goal is to perform Mitzvos Lishma.  The goal of 

Lishma is not always achieved, and one must perform 

the Mitzvah Shelo Lishma, to come to do it Lishma.  

 And this Mitzvah which is performed Shelo – ”וזה“

Lishma, is “מעשה המנרה” – is like the Menorah, 

which is a vessel for the נרות, the actual light.  May 

Hashem help us to perform Mitzvos completely 

Lishma, which is the way it is should to be done.   

וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה זהב “ 8:4 - אלף המגן 

 – ”וזה מעשה המנרה“ – ”עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

And this is the Tikun of the Neshama, which is called 

the נר ד' , the lamp of Hashem.  “ ה זהבמקש ” – It 

needs to be hammered out just like gold, the more it 

is hammered out, the more brilliant the shine, and 

the more beautiful the color.  One must constantly 

work on his Ruchniyos, hammering away at the 

Yetzer Hara, and building an appropriate base of 

Ruchniyos, so that his Neshama can have a true 

Tikun, thereby having a brilliant shine.  

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  וזה מעשה המנרה “ 8:4 - 

 The – ”מקשה זהב עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

Menorah is a tree of gold made of one piece, 

hammered out by repeated blows of the hammer, 

from rootstock (a primary form or source from which 

offshoots arise) to blossom.  This is the appearance of 

the bearer of light sown in the Mishkan, and thus it 

rises and blossoms out to Hashem and to His Torah.  

The spiritual element nurtured in the Mishkan is pure 

gold – through and through, requiring no refinement.  

However, its bearer is a tree that grows and develops 

from the rootstock below to the blossom above.  In 

individuals, as well as in nations, development to the 

highest spiritual blossom requires time.  For an 

individual it takes years, while for a nation it takes 

centuries.  The tree is formed from one mass, which 

includes material for everything, the rootstock and 

the blossom.  Heavy blows from the G-d of Yisroel 

formed the raw material into the rootstock, and 

ultimately will produce the final blossom at the top of 

the tree of light.   

אל מול פני המנורה יאירו “ 8:2 – באר משה 

 It says in the Zohar Hakodosh 3:255b – ”שבעת הנרות

that the seven lamps of the Menorah corresponded 

to the seven days of the week.  The Torah says that 

there are six days of the week, and on the seventh 

day Hashem rested.  The seventh day, Shabbos, gives 

life to the following week, for everything comes from 

Shabbos.  So while in total, there are seven days, 

there are six days, and one – the source of all the 

other days of the week.  So too with the Menorah, 

there are six lamps and there is a seventh lamp.  The 

source of the six lamps is from the seventh lamp, the 

middle lamp – which represents Shabbos. The 

Gematria of the word מנרה in its full form ( , ן"נו, ם"מ

א"ה, ש"רי ) is the same Gematria as שבת, for the 

essence of the Menorah is Shabbos.  The שבעה רועים, 

seven shepherds, (Avrohom, Yitzchok, Yaakov, 

Moshe, Aharon, Yosef, and Dovid) of Klal Yisroel, are 

K’neged the seven days of creation.  The seven lamps 

are to be Me’orer the Zechusim of the seven 
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shepherds of Klal Yisroel.  “שבעה רועים” is the same 

Gematria as “שבת” with the Kolel, for it will be in the 

Zechus of the seven Shepherds that we will be Zoche 

to the ultimate Geulah.  In the Zechus of the 

Menorah, Klal Yisroel will be Zoche to the “ יום שכולו

 the day that is all Shabbos, with the coming of ,”שבת

Moshiach.   

 Why was – ”מקשה הוא“ 8:4 – ילקוט האזובי 

the Menorah specifically made from one piece of 

gold, and not pieced together from many pieces?  

The Menorah is a Remez to the connection to the 

worlds, that they are all attached to each other from 

one source like the scales of an onion.   

אל מול פני המנורה יאירו “ 8:2 - יצב אברהם 

 The Menorah represents Emunah – ”שבעת הנרות

and Yirah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  There are  ששה

 and Yirah, which if one wants to be ,6 – סדרי משנה

Mekayeim the Shisha Sidrei Mishna, he must have 

Yirah, fear of Hashem.  The seven lamps is also a 

Remez to Torah Shebiksav, which has seven Seforim, 

as we consider the Parshah of ויהי בנסוע its own 

Parshah, breaking up Sefer Bamidbar into three, 

together with the other four Seforim, for a total of 

seven.  

אל מול פני המנורה יאירו “ 8:2 - נחל קדומים 

 The Arizal revealed to us the – ”שבעת הנרות

Menorah, and everything connected to the Menorah, 

alludes to the Torah.  מנורה is the same Gematria as 

 Torah Shebiksav  .אש and the Torah is called ,אש

needs Torah Shebal Peh, for without Torah Shebal 

Peh one cannot truly understand Torah Shebiksav.  

יאירו שבעת “ ,Torah Shebal Peh – ”אל פני המנורה“

 will illuminate Torah Shebiksav, the seven – ”הנרות

Seforim of Torah Shebiksav.   

וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה זהב “ 8:4 - בן איש חי 

 The Menorah alludes – ”עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

to the Torah.  It is not enough to learn Torah, but one 

must learn the Torah in order to be Mekayeim it with 

actions.  One should not perform the Mitzvos 

through a Neder, a vow, like saying, “הרי עלי” – “It is 

incumbent upon me,” rather it should be done as a 

 Behold“ – ”הרי זה“ ,a contribution, like saying ,נדבה

this” – I will give this for a Korbon, etc…  “ וזה מעשה

 One should be Mekayeim the Torah – ”וזה“ – ”המנרה

through זה, and not עלי.  One’s actions and his Torah 

study must be done, “מקשה זהב”, as one 

uninterrupted piece – one should begin and end his 

Torah in the same manner, with the same 

enthusiasm.  One’s heart must be Shaleim, complete, 

as is Meramez in the beginning and the end of the 

Torah.  The last letter of the Chamisha Chumshei 

Torah is a ל' , and the first letter is a ב' , which spell לב, 

heart.  One must put his heart completely into the 

Torah, and then he will be Zoche to truly have a 

connection to the Torah.   

“ Avos – דרך חיים  הפך בה : בן בג בג אומר

והפך בה דכלא בה ובה תחזי וסיב ובלה בה ומנה לא 

 The entire world - ”תזוע שאין לך מדה טובה הימנה

was created with the Torah Hakdosha, as it says in 

the beginning of Bereishis Rabbah, that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu looked into the Torah to create the world.  

If one could fully comprehend the Torah, he would 

understand the structure of all existence. There are 

some fields of study that are more important than 

others.  The study of astronomy is more important, 

and has much greater value, than the study of 

millstones.  The study of Torah is extremely 

important, for the subject of Torah is mankind.  It is 

more important than all of the heavens, for they 

were created only because of man.  It is worth the 

time and effort to scrutinize that Torah again and 

again because everything is in it, and there is always 

something new and interesting to learn.  One should 

turn to the Torah as the source of all happiness and 

inspiration.  Even one who is old and feeble should 

not turn away from the Torah for it is from there 

where all true enjoyment comes.  Torah is superior to 

everything else, for it brings one closer to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu in a way that nothing else in the world 

can.  If only those who dwell in the dark would 

understand what this Mishna is all about, they would 

not forsake the Torah, in whose shelter we live, and 

waste their lives with secular studies.   

הפך בה והפך בה “ Avos 5:22 – דברי יואל 

כלא בהד ” – There are times that one is supposed to 

act with complete and utter humility, while there are 
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other times when one is supposed to act with some 

aggressiveness and a level of arrogance.  How is one 

to know how to act at any juncture?  The Mishna 

here tells us that one must delve completely into the 

Torah, and there he can find all the answers for how 

to act in every situation.  

 Ben Bag – ”ובה תחזי“ Avos 5:22 – דרכי אבות 

Bag completes his words by saying that one who does 

not have Hatzlacha in his learning, should delve into 

the Torah again and again.  If one does this, he will be 

Zoche to “see Hashem” and understand his learning.   

“ Avos 5:22 – שלשלת האבות  : בן בג בג אומר

הפך בה והפך בה דכלא בה ובה תחזי וסיב ובלה בה 

ך מדה טובה הימנהומנה לא תזוע שאין ל ” - “Ben Bag 

Bag said: Delve into it and continue to delve into it, 

for everything is in it. Look deep into it so that you 

will attain clarity.  Grow old and gray over it and do 

not depart from it, for there is no better pursuit than 

the Torah.”  Why does the Mishna repeat that one 

should delve into the Torah and then repeat again 

that one should delve into it?  The Torah is there to 

teach us how to act and what to think every moment 

of our lives.  It is all there, we just need to look for it.  

The Mishna is teaching us that we should know that it 

is not always easy to find.  If one looks into the Torah 

and cannot find what he is looking for, it does not 

mean he should despair and give up – delve into it 

and delve into it again. Each person has his own 

struggles at various different points in his life.  One 

can be headed in the right direction, yet can have a 

struggle, which could potentially bring the person 

down.  The Yetzer Hara tells the person that once it is 

not working well, he should give up on the whole 

thing.  The Mishna comes to teach us that if you 

begin to struggle – delve into it again.  Don’t give up, 

keep plugging away and you will be Zoche to see the 

Torah and know that everything is in it. The Torah is 

the greatest wisdom in the world, and greater than 

that, it is our connection to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  It 

is there to teach us how to live our lives and to 

achieve the greatest wisdom in the world.  It is all in 

the holy Torah.  The Torah Hakdosha is all connected, 

and our job is to find how it all connects. 

 Perhaps now we can understand why the 

Posuk reiterates the “מנורה” at the end of the Posuk.  

The Menorah represents the Torah Hakdosha.  The 

Torah is teaching us a fundamental lesson for life.  

Moshe Rabbeinu, the Rebbe of Klal Yisroel, the one 

who was the receiver of the Torah on behalf of Klal 

Yisroel from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, he had difficulty 

with the creation of the Menorah.  The Medrash tells 

us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu had Moshe Rabbeinu 

throw a block of gold into the fire, and out came a 

Menorah complete with all the details that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu commanded – Hakodosh Boruch Hu made 

the Menorah, though it was accredited to Moshe 

Rabbeinu for his great effort.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

only did that for Moshe Rabbeinu after he put much 

effort into trying to understand how to make it.  The 

Posuk repeats the word מנורה, which represents the 

Torah Hakdosha, to teach us that everything is in the 

Torah.  The Torah is the blueprint of the world, and 

the source of everything is in the Torah.  There are 

times that one needs to have certain knowledge in 

order to understand the Torah, such as math and 

astrology, though one must understand that the 

source for the math and the astrology is also from the 

Torah.  The Mishna in Avos repeats the word “ הפך

 that even if one looks in the Torah and – ”בה והפך בה

can’t find that which he is searching, he must look 

again.  It is there, he just needs to find it.  How does 

one find it?  He needs the help of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  Moshe Rabbeinu gave it his best, but could not 

understand it.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu saw his effort, 

and when he came back the second time, for he was 

not going to give up, that is when Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu intervened on his behalf and made the Menorah, 

all the while giving credit to Moshe Rabbeinu for its 

creation.  May we be Zoche to delve into the Torah in 

the proper manner so that we see that everything is 

from the Torah – and if we don’t see it, we go back to 

the Torah and search again. We must never give up, 

and when Hakodosh Boruch Hu sees our relentless 

effort to see the entire world through the Torah 

Hakdosha, He will certainly help up see that absolute 

truth.   
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)11:1ויהי העם כמתאננים רע באזני ד' (  
 Although the Torah has until now recounted a handful of isolated sins committed by the Jewish 
people, in Parshas Behaaloscha they begin a pattern of repeated complaints – against Hashem, against 
Moshe, against the Manna, and against the laws of forbidden relationships. Commenting on the general 
phenomenon of complaining, Rav Chaim Kanievsky notes that quite often, the people who are protesting 
have no basis for their objections, but are merely seeking a pretense to express their dissatisfaction.  

Dovid writes in Tehillim (106:16) משה במחנה לאהרן קדוש ד'ויקנאו ל  – The people were jealous 
of Moshe in the camp; of Aharon, the holy one of Hashem. Quoting his father, the Steipler, Rav Chaim 
homiletically explains that they argued that as their leader, Moshe belonged in the camp, among the 
people, and it was therefore improper for him to spend so much time away from them on Mount Sinai and 
in the Mishkan communicating with Hashem.  

In contrast, Aharon excelled in promoting and facilitating peace, and as such, he spent most of his 
time in the camp amongst the populace. In response, they argued that as the holy one of Hashem, Aharon 
should not be spending his time on such mundane activities, but should instead devote himself to serving 
Hashem on Mount Sinai and in the Mishkan. The lesson this teaches us is that there are people who will 
always find something to criticize, and a truly wise person will be able to discern when to take their 
protests to heart and when to tune them out. 
 To illustrate the point, Rav Chaim cites a mashal (parable) of a father and son who were traveling 
together with a donkey. Initially, the father was riding the donkey, while his son walked beside him. 
Along the way, they encountered a person who remarked that the father has no compassion for his son, as 
he comfortably sits on the donkey while forcing his son to walk. When the father heard this perspective, 
he decided to reverse the arrangement, placing his son on the donkey while he walked alongside them. A 
short while later, they encountered a second person, who commented that this new arrangement was 
inappropriate and demonstrated the son’s lack of respect for his father, whom he compelled to walk while 
he rode the donkey in comfort.  

Upon hearing this accusation, the father decided to join his son, and they proceeded with both of 
them riding the donkey. The next person they met was shocked by their lack of mercy for the donkey, as 
evidenced by the unreasonable burden they were imposing on it, to which they responded by both 
dismounting from the donkey and walking alongside it. As they continued, they encountered a fourth 
person, who claimed that it made no sense for all three of them to walk, when one of them could easily 
ride on the other. Having exhausted all the other possibilities, this left the father and son with no choice 
but to lift up the donkey and carry it the rest of the way.  

Rav Chaim comments that this nonsensical conclusion is indeed the appropriate outcome for a 
person who lives his life worried about every complaint he hears, no matter how illogical, and allows 
them to govern his decision-making process. Rather than obsessing about obtaining the approval of the 
donkey-toting society around us, we should instead seek to live lives and make choices with which we are 
comfortable, while remaining open to constructive criticism from those whom we trust to have our best 
interests at heart, secure in the knowledge that we are acting correctly and not worrying about the 
opinions of those who will always find something to complain about. 
 
 

)11:5אשר נאכל במצרים חנם (זכרנו את הדגה   
During their travels in the wilderness, a group of complainers began to protest the Manna that 

they were forced to eat day after day. They wailed that they missed the fish that they used to eat in Egypt, 
and now they had nothing to look forward to except Manna. Commenting on this lament, the Medrash 
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Pliah cryptically remarks נרות בשבת יןמכאן שמדליק  – from here we may derive that it is obligatory to 
light candles for Shabbos, a mitzvah which has no apparent connection to their grievance.  
 The Chida explains by noting that we must first understand what they were upset about. Rashi 
writes (11:5) that the Manna tasted like whatever the person eating it desired. If so, why were they 
mourning the fish they used to eat in Egypt when they were capable of making the Manna taste like fish 
with no effort whatsoever?  

The Gemora in Yoma (74b) teaches that although a person could make the Manna taste like 
anything he desired, it nevertheless retained its original appearance. Even though the complainers were 
able to make the Manna taste like fish, they lacked the pleasure and satiety which comes from seeing the 
food that they wanted to taste. The Gemora adds that a blind person won’t enjoy or become as full from a 
meal as a person with normal vision who consumes the same food.  

In light of this difficulty, the Medrash questioned how a person will be able to avoid the same 
dilemma on Shabbos since he will not be able to appreciate the Shabbos delicacies if he is forced to eat 
them in darkness. The Medrash concluded that from their protest, we may derive that a person is 
obligated to light candles so that he can see and enjoy his food on Shabbos. 
 
 
לא אוכל אנכי לבדי לשאת את כל העם הזה כי כבד ממני ואם ככה את עשה לי הרגני נא הרג אם מצאתי חן 

)15-11:14אראה ברעתי (בעיניך ואל   
 The Torah is replete with incidents in which the Jewish people sinned grievously, yet in each 
case, their reliable and perennial defender Moshe prayed and beseeched Hashem for mercy on their 
behalf, even going so far after the sin of the golden calf as to tell Hashem (Shemos 32:32) that if He 
would not forgive them for their transgression, He should erase Moshe from the Torah.  

However, Rav Yosef Elefant of Yeshivas Mir in Yerushalayim notes that in Parshas Behaaloscha, 
when a group of rabble-rousers complained about the Manna and wanted to instead eat meat, Moshe’s 
approach was completely different. Unlike in previous episodes, he did not utter a single word of prayer 
on their behalf and did not express a single positive sentiment in an attempt to defend them. Instead, 
Moshe atypically responded by complaining to Hashem about the weighty burden of the nation, 
lamenting his inability to meet their needs and asking Hashem to kill him so that he would not need to 
witness such evil. What was so unique about this episode, which at first glance appears far less severe 
than many of the others, that provoked Moshe to throw up his hands in despair? 

The Vilna Gaon explains that although it is true that some of their earlier transgressions, such as 
the sins of the golden calf and the spies, were graver than this sin, they did not represent a direct attack 
against Moshe and his style of leadership, and in this sense, the nature of this transgression was indeed 
unique and unprecedented. By rejecting the Manna and expressing their preference for meat instead, they 
were in essence saying that they no longer desired Moshe’s leadership and the miraculous way of life that 
accompanied it. Rather than living a supernatural life of Torah, spirituality, and Manna, they announced 
that they would instead prefer to live a natural lifestyle, as embodied by the meat they demanded.  

As a result, this incident became a turning point in Jewish history. The people’s rejection of 
Moshe and the way of life he represented weakened him, and as a result, he acknowledged for the first 
time that he no longer had the strength and ability to defend them and pray for Divine mercy on their 
behalf. This transformation pained Moshe so greatly that he expressed his desire to die rather than witness 
the aftermath of this seminal event. 

Rav Elefant adds that this episode is immediately followed by Hashem instructing Moshe to 
gather 70 elders to assist him. Although Moshe had been capable of singlehandedly leading the people 
until now, their spurning of his leadership left him enervated and required him to divide the weight of the 
nation among 70 helpers. The elders that Moshe assembled included Eldad and Meidad, who prophesied 
that he would die and Yehoshua would lead the people into Eretz Yisroel (Rashi 11:28). Once Moshe’s 
miraculous manner of leadership was challenged and he expressed his inability to carry them all alone, 
the entire lifestyle of the nation was inexorably altered. As a result, because Moshe could not operate in a 
world of natural governance, he could no longer be the leader to bring them into Eretz Yisroel. 
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Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 

1) Moshe asked (10:31) his father-in-law Yisro to remain with the Jews in the wilderness in order to 
serve as eyes for them. Why did they need Yisro’s advice or guidance when all of their travels 
were conducted based on Divine instruction (9:17-18)? (Rabbeinu Bechaye, Taam V’Daas, 
Peninim MiShulchan Gevoha) 

2) How were Eldad and Meidad (Bamidbar 11:26) related to Moshe? (Targum Yonason ben Uziel, 
Daas Z’keinim, Peirush HaRosh) 

3) The Rambam writes (Hilchos Tumas Tzara’as 16:10) that Miriam didn’t intend to disparage 
Moshe with her comments to Aharon. Rather, she erred in equating the level of Moshe’s 
prophecy to that of other prophets such as herself and Aharon. In his Peirush Mishnayos on 
Sanhedrin (Perek Cheilek), the Rambam lists 13 fundamental principles of Jewish belief and 
writes that a person who denies even one of these beliefs is considered a heretic. One of them is 
that the level of prophecy of Moshe is unparalleled among all other prophets. Does this G-d 
forbid mean that Miriam was a heretic? (Kovetz Ma’amorim, Chavatzeles HaSharon) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) Rabbeinu Bechaye answers that although the Jewish people traveled based on Hashem’s guidance, 
there were still many Jews who lacked proper faith and trust in Hashem. Because they felt more secure 
with a human being upon whom they could rely, Moshe suggested that Yisro remain to reassure them. 
Alternatively, he suggests that Moshe’s intention was that Yisro should serve as eyes not for the Jews, but 
for the non-Jews. In other words, he would be a witness to all of the miracles that Hashem performed for 
the Jews, which he could then relate to the non-Jews to inspire them to believe in Hashem. Rav Eliyahu 
Meir Bloch explains that unlike tzaddikim such as Moshe and Aharon who were born righteous, Yisro 
was unique in that he was self-made and self-taught. Many Jews had difficulty looking to Moshe as a role 
model, as his greatness seemed so far removed from them. Moshe therefore asked Yisro to stay and serve 
as an example of what every person can become if he only recognizes and uses his latent potential. 
 
2) The Targum Yonason ben Uziel writes that when Pharaoh decreed that all male babies would be 
killed, Amram divorced his wife. During this time, she married Eltzaphan ben Parnach and gave birth to 
Eldad and Meidad prior to remarrying Amram and giving birth to Moshe. The Daas Z’keinim and Rosh 
write that when Hashem gave the Torah and prohibited relations between certain relatives, Amram again 
divorced Yocheved, who was his aunt and was now forbidden to him. Amram remarried, and together 
with his new wife gave birth to Eldad and Meidad. They add that they found a journal written by a Rav 
Amram, who quotes a Rav Hillel who lived in Eretz Yisroel. Rav Hillel testifies that he saw the 
tombstones of Eldad and Meidad, and on them were written אלדד ומידד אחי אהרן מן האב ולא מן האם – 
Eldad and Meidad, the brothers of Aharon through their father but not through their mother. 
 
3) Rav Elchonon Wasserman answers that the very source for this fundamental principle of belief 
regarding the uniqueness of Moshe’s level of prophecy is this incident involving Miriam. After Miriam 
spoke negatively to Aharon about Moshe, Hashem rebuked them and explained (12:7-8) that Moshe’s 
prophecy is not on the same level of all other prophets. In other words, at the time that Miriam made her 
accusations against Moshe, this principle hadn’t yet been clearly stated and established in the world. Even 
though a person today who repeated Miriam’s argument would indeed be labeled a heretic, her position at 
that time wasn’t considered heretical because it didn’t contradict any known and established belief. 
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