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R’ Moshe Sternbuch shlit’a (Taam V’Daas) would say:

      “wutan ktu u,scg kg aht aht o,ut unau utch uhbcu irvt /// u,unh tku uhju ovk uag ,tzuw - The Midrashim and commentators

say that if each person from Shevet Kehas was not appointed to his specific task, they would have fought and

quarreled to perform these holy tasks, and this sin would have caused their deaths. We learn from here that it is

wrong to quarrel and argue even for the sake of Heaven. It is more meritorious to desist from dissension than to gain

a mitzvah through dissension. R’ Yisroel Salanter zt”l used to say that refraining from arguing about the right to say

Kaddish (mourner’s kaddish) in shul is a greater merit for the deceased person than actually saying kaddish!”

(Monsey, NY)
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 *** l`xyi ihay cgi mr iy`x sq`zda jln oexyia idie *** 
Special Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Avi Berg on the Aufruf andSpecial Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Avi Berg on the Aufruf andSpecial Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Avi Berg on the Aufruf andSpecial Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Avi Berg on the Aufruf and

upcoming marriage of their son, Levi to Rivky Horowitz. May theupcoming marriage of their son, Levi to Rivky Horowitz. May theupcoming marriage of their son, Levi to Rivky Horowitz. May theupcoming marriage of their son, Levi to Rivky Horowitz. May the
young couple build a Bayis Ne’eman B’Yisroelyoung couple build a Bayis Ne’eman B’Yisroelyoung couple build a Bayis Ne’eman B’Yisroelyoung couple build a Bayis Ne’eman B’Yisroel  zx`tzle myl

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk
tribe was specifically positioned in their place. Rashi

explains that there was a specific reason for this: “Near them

(Moshe and Aharon) was the division of the camp of Yehuda,

next to whom camped Yissachar and Zevulun. It is good for

the righteous, and it is good for his neighbor; since they were

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (28)

Tanach: Mikra. Last week we began to discuss the mitzvah of
“Mikra” - learning and knowing the five books of Torah

(Chumash), the Nevi’im and Kesuvim - in short l"b, ,) 'vrub'ohthc
f(ohcu, . The following are suggestions for each individual

person to indeed become fluent in parts or all of Tanach.
Shnayim Mikra V’echad Targum. This Talmudic obligation
can allow one to become quite fluent in Chumash by learning
the weekly Parsha, each posuk twice and Targum Onkelus
once. This obligation was instituted so that everyone should be
fluent in the Torah (1). This should not be done as a quick “read
through” but rather with study and review, making sure to know
(or find out) the clear meaning and understanding of each word

and posuk (2). When one listens to Krias HaTorah, even the short
Kriyos of Monday, Thursday and Shabbos Mincha, it should be
with concentration, tuning in to the simple depth of the words
and their meaning. If one can also learn Rashi, as recommended
by the Shulchan Aruch (3), he should do so, as many parshiyos

of the Torah are not understandable without Rashi (4).
Haftorah. Even though the obligation of “Shnayim Mikra”

does not include the weekly selection of Nevi’im, known as
Haftorah (5), one can get a good handle on Tanach by learning

neighbors of Moshe, who was engaged in Torah study, they

became great Torah scholars.” Not only in real estate is

location important; even in spiritual growth and greatness in

Torah study, good neighbors are important. How much more

so must we ensure that our children have good friends.  

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

the topics of the Haftorah in depth. The selection of Nevi’im for
the reading of the weekly Haftorah was especially chosen to give
a person a basic foundation in understanding Nevi’im (Rabbi
Chaim D. Rabinovitz zt”l - Daas Sofrim). Learning this
regularly, and seeing how it connects to the Parshas Hashavua,
enables one to get accustomed to this type of learning and even
whets his appetite for more of the same.
Metzudas Dovid and Metzudas Tzion. When one learns
Tanach, especially a “beginner,” many have found it easier to
learn “Metsudos” rather than other meforshim, even Rashi. This
is because Metzudos explains every posuk in a simple and
straightforward manner, while Rashi doesn’t comment on many
posukim and often goes straight to Midrashei Chazal. Also, the

accompanying “Metzudas Tzion” is very helpful for study as it
takes each unfamiliar word and explains its connotation and
where else in Tanach this word is found. Looking at these
meforshim can provide one with greater fluency in Tanach.
Megillos. Each Yom Tov has its own unique Megillah that is read.
Megilas Rus on Shavuos, Shir HaShirim on Pesach, Koheles on
Sukkos, as well as Purim and Tisha B’av. Learning these Megillos

in conjunction with the Yom Tov covers a large portion of Kesuvim

and prepares one for that specific Yom Tov. To be continued.

Rabbi Dovid Gurwitz shlit’a (Mizmor L’Dovid) would say:

     “The Torah says in Parshas Yisro, immediately following the Aseres Hadibros, w,ukev ,t ohtur ogv kfuw - ‘All the

people saw the sounds.’ Rashi explains that all the people were healed, including blind people. According to the

Gemara, these words mean that the Jews actually saw the sounds of the Ten Commandments. Each word spoken by

Hashem took the form of letters that illuminated the sky like lightening. The word for sounds, w,ukevw is the gematria

541, the same value of wktrahw. In essence, we saw ourselves. We are a people of many voices, and it is imperative

for each of us to find our voice and refine our character, also looking for the unique voice in others.” 

A Wise Man would say:

      “A ‘bend’ in the road is the not the ‘end’ of the road unless you fail to ‘b’ there to make the turn!”                         



     The Jewish people merited the greatest gift imaginable to man because they said two words, “Naaseh V’Nishma.” The
word NISHMA means, “We will hear.” When someone says, “I have a deal to make with you,” and you say, “Let me hear,”
you are implying that you would like to listen to what he has to offer and if you like it, you will accept. The word NAASEH
has an entirely different connotation. “We will do,” implies that we are ready and willing to do whatever the request. We trust
You implicitly and unconditionally. It makes no difference what I think or feel. I am willing to put away my own will for
Yours. This is the concept of "ahv kuyhc" - nullifying oneself to do the will of Hashem. The Jewish people were taking a risk by
saying Naaseh before Nishma. They were telling Hashem: “We have no control over what happens to us. We are not in control of
our lives. We will do Your will and only afterwards will we hear the terms of the agreement. You will decide how much money I
have and if I will be healthy. You will provide the plan for my life and I accept it all with love, by nullifying myself to You!”
     There was a time in the beginning of creation that Hashem also “took a risk.” Hashem also said the word “Naaseh,” and
despite the pleadings of the angels not to create man, He did. Hashem declared, "ubnkmc ost vagb" - Let us Make Man, in our
image, in our liking. Hashem was giving man the ultimate opportunity. He was giving man the greatest power on earth. He was
giving man the ability to be G-d-like! He gave us free will - free choice! We have the freedom to choose HOW we will react to
the situations Hashem puts us in. Will we rise to the challenge or will we challenge the Creator by complaining or getting angry
that life is not fair? When Hashem said, "vagb"ost , He gave us the ability to say "vagb"gnabu  over 2448 years later!
     SHAVUOS means promises. It is the day we renew our promise to Hashem of NAASEH - to nullify our will to His, and it
is the day he renews His promise to us of "ost vagb" - the power He gives us to emulate Him in all the circumstances of life.
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    Rashi asks a very famous question here. In posuk aleph, the Torah says, “These are the children of Aharon and Moshe.” In
posuk beis, however, the Torah only lists the four  sons of Aharon. Why does the Torah call them the children of Moshe as
well? Rashi quotes the Gemara (yh ihrsvbx) that whoever teaches the child of his friend - "uskh ukhtf" - it is as if he gave birth to
him even though it is not his child. Thus, in posuk beis the Torah mentions the actual children of Aharon, although Moshe
Rabbeinu taught them Toras Hashem and he is considered their father even though he did not actually give birth to them. 
     Interestingly, the Gemara later in Sanhedrin (ym) views this Rebbi as "uvag ukhtf" - it is considered as if he “made” the
child, and not as if he gave birth to him. What is the difference between "uskh ukhtf" and "uvag ukhtf"?
      My machshava here is that a father and a Rebbi each have their own specific qualities which are critical in raising a
Jewish child. The father possesses a natural characteristic of compassion towards his children and although this is a noble
trait, it could be problematic, as the parent may try to shield his child from heavy obligations and overburdening. The
Rebbi, a true mechanech, is more capable of imbuing within his talmid the true love for Limud HaTorah and mitzvos and
must make more demands on the child than a parent would. A true mechanech is one who possesses the attributes of a parent
and acts compassionately - "uskh ukhtf" - as well as maintaining his objectivity, "uvag ukhtf". This must be done with the love
of a parent and the encouragement of a Rebbi in order for a child to grow to be a true ben Torah. With the upcoming Yom
Tov of Kabbolas HaTorah may we all be zocheh to ",umncu vru,c ohexug ohbc hbcu ohbc" who give us true Yiddishe nachas. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 wudu ohukv hhusp kg ohpsgv ,tn ouhspv ;xf ,t van jehu(yn-d)
    All his life, R’ Chaim Kreiswirth zt”l was involved in collecting tzedaka for the poor and needy and helping other
people. In the latter part of his life, R’ Kreiswirth was extremely active raising Hachnosas Kallah funds for poor orphans
as well as supporting Yeshivas Merkaz HaTorah where he was the Rosh Yeshivah. Boruch Hashem, he was quite a
successful fundraiser in no small measure due to an amazing story that he was very much a part of.
     During the early months of the Second World War, R’ Chaim fled to Vilna in Lithuania together with thousands of other
Jews from Poland, but when Germany attacked the occupying Soviet forces in Eastern Europe and captured Vilna in 1941,
R’ Chaim fell into the hands of the accursed Nazis and was shipped off to one of the notorious labor camps. As the story
goes, one fateful day, an unfortunate Jew was sentenced to death by hanging and the night before his untimely demise, he
sought out R’ Chaim in the barracks and asked him for a favor. “You look like someone I can trust,” he intoned solemnly.
     R’ Chaim listened as the man gave him his name and other identifying information, along with a series of numbers and
codes, which represented his secret bank account. “I have a great amount of money in that hidden account. If you survive,” he
said in pleading tones, “please find my son, Shloime, and give him these numbers. Tell him about the account so that he may
inherit my vast wealth.” R’ Chaim agreed to the dying man’s wish and burned the information into his flawless memory.
    After enduring much suffering, R’ Chaim survived. He moved to the U.S. and became a Rosh Yeshivah in Skokie,
Illinois. Later, he accepted the position of Rav in Antwerp, Belgium. Wherever he went, R’ Chaim never forgot the dying
Jew and his wish. He never gave up trying to find Shloime. Years went by ... but the search turned up nothing.
    One day, a poor Yerushalmi man came to R’ Chaim seeking assistance. He poured out his tale of woe while the
compassionate Rav listened to his story and asked questions about his family background and where he was from. 
    The visitor stated that he was a Polish survivor and had arrived in Eretz Yisroel all alone, having lost his entire family in
the war. R’ Kreiswirth asked more questions about his hometown, shtiebel and relatives. The poor man just wanted a
donation. He wondered why the rabbi was asking him so many questions. It didn’t take long before he found out.
    R’ Chaim jumped up from his chair excitedly. He was convinced that he had found the elusive Shloime, the son of the
man who entrusted him with his incredible secret! R’ Kreiswirth had written the information down many years ago and he
asked the man to wait for a moment as he went to retrieve the paper with the bank’s name and account number codes.
     “Here,” he said, handing it to the bewildered, middle-aged Yerushalmi. “Many years ago, in the concentration camp,
your father gave me these numbers and told me to find his son - you - and give it to him. This is from your father.”
      The man took the paper and was speechless. R’ Chaim told him in which city the bank was located and even lent him
some money for travel expenses. Knowing the man would not know what to do, he arranged for local lawyers to help the
Yerushalmi deal with the bank and prove his identity in order to claim the funds. In the end, it was worth it. 
     He returned to Jerusalem with 30 million dollars! He was now quite a wealthy man! His father’s inheritance had finally
reached him. His gratitude to R’ Chaim Kreiswirth was immense and boundless. Any time R’ Chaim was collecting money
for any need, this man supplied him with the funds and his Yeshivah was amply cared for by the generous and thankful Jew. 
     When R’ Chaim told this story over to R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz shlit’a, the latter was struck by a number of lessons to be
gleaned from it. First of all, R’ Chaim’s trustworthiness to fulfill the pledge of a dying man. Second, the Hashgacha Pratis of
a newly rich man and his close friend, a worthy gabbai Tzedakah. The third lesson is that just like this man was so poor and
suddenly found himself to be so rich, similarly, any Jew who keeps Torah and mitzvos but does not see the reward for his
actions on this world, will suddenly arrive in the Next World and realize that he is rich! All his efforts down here will pay
great dividends up in Heaven, as it says: ";xfu cvz hpktn lhp ,ru, hk cuy" - “The Torah of your lips is better for me than
thousands of gold and silver.”                                                                                                                                                                   

          //// vanu irvt ,usku, vktu
 wudu irvt hbc ,una vktu          (c't-d)

 //// ktrah hbc ,sg kf atr ,t uta(c-t)
    Parshas Bamidbar begins with a record of the national
census that Hashem ordered Moshe to conduct at Har Sinai a
year after Yetzias Mitzrayim. There is a debate whether or not
the same procedure was followed during this census as
during the earlier census, requiring each member of the
nation to donate a Machatzis Hashekel (half silver coin) for
the construction of the Mishkan, and these half-shekels were
counted to determine the population. According to Rashi and
the Ramban, this second census followed the same format;
Bnei Yisroel were required to donate a half-shekel which was
counted for the census. The Abarbanel, however, disagrees
and maintains that this was advisable, but not mandatory,
given the possible effects of the ayin hara as a result of a
direct census. Where this concern is not relevant, there is no
reason at all to employ the medium of the half-shekel. 
    The Abarbanel’s position gives rise to the question of why
Bnei Yisroel were severely punished for the census ordered
      EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
         THE MIDDAH OF .... llllleeeeehhhhhiiiiiaaaaa

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

by Dovid HaMelech towards the end of his reign. King David
counted the people directly, rather than through the collection
of half-shekels, and was punished for this transgression. The
plague which ravaged the nation was a punishment, and not
merely a natural consequence of ayin hara. It states clearly
that Hashem was angry at the king and punished him through
the plague. Does this not prove that using the half-shekel
medium is obligatory, and not merely advisable?
    The Abarbanel answers this with a unique theory, saying
that the plague actually served as a punishment not for the
census, but rather for the revolt against Dovid’s rule led by
Sheva ben Bichhri (f wc ktuna). The narrative of the census
begins saying Hashem “incited” (,xhu) Dovid to count the
people (t-sf), suggesting that this event was initiated by
Hashem. In order to punish them for their revolt against King
David, Hashem “incited” the king to count the nation, which
resulted in an ayin hara and a devastating plague. Thus, the
census did not violate any prohibition, but rather naturally
resulted in an ayin hara that led to a plague.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: An old Chinese woman had two water cans which
were attached to a yoke. Each and every day she placed the
yoke over her shoulders and went down to the river. There,
she would fill the cans, and walk back to her modest hut.
The water can on the right side of the yoke was fine and
sturdy; when she arrived home it was always full. But the
can on the left had a crack in it. By the time the woman
arrived home, half the water was usually gone.
     The cracked water can always felt inferior to his partner.
He was ashamed that he was cracked and wasn’t pulling his
weight. One day he turned to the woman and apologized

for being defective. “I wish I could be like the other can,” he
told her sadly. “I cannot help but leak out all the water you
work so hard to fill up at the riverside.”
     The woman smiled gently and told the can, “Did you
think I didn’t know that you had a crack, and water dripped
from you? Did you think I was not aware of this? Look at
the path from the river to my hut. Do you see all the
beautiful flowers that are growing on the one side of the
path? Those are the flowers that I planted there, that you
water every single day as I walk home from the river.”

nply : When the camp of the Jewish people was set up, each



ON DISPLAY
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

Chadera is a small, mostly secular city in north 
Israel. When a new bowling alley opened that was 
not shomer Shabbos or kashrus, most people didn't 
care, but the frum community was troubled. They 
tried talking to the owners, writing letters to local 
newspapers, and protesting, but there was no change.
One day, a group of second graders from a Lev 
L'Achim kiruv school came to the bowling alley.  
They bowled for a while, then ate lunch and sang 
Birkas Hamazon together, loudly and clearly, just like 
they did in school.  Many people turned to watch.
 A few days later, Rabbi Benzion Nordman, a Lev 
L'Achim coordinator, got a phone call from the owner 
of the bowling alley.  "A few days ago," she said, "your 
students were here. I was so impressed. They were 
quiet; they ate nicely, and when they finished, they 
sang the blessings with such pride, I started to cry."
 Rabbi Nordman beamed.  What a kiddush Hashem!  
But the story wasn't over. A few months later, the 
woman enrolled her son in the school. She wanted 
him to be like the boys who had come to her bowling 
alley—well-mannered, and proud of his Judaism. 
Eight months later, the bowling alley was closed on 
Shabbos, serving only kosher food during the week. 
What a zechus for those children. Just by doing 
mitzvos the right way, they accomplished what adults 
could not do with letters and protests. According to 
Rav Dessler, this is the meaning of the mitzvah of 
v’halachta b’drachav: emulate Hashem, so that we 
can properly represent Him in this world. Teaching 
by example is more powerful than any lecture or 
speech.  

EVERY MAN COUNTS
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Sefer Bamidbar opens with the command to take a census of the eida. 
Each member of the nation must be counted, and become aware that he 
counts. We pass under the staff of the Shepherd, every man counted as an 
independent member of the flock.

Why count in the desert? To prove that the purpose of the census was 
neither economic nor political. Economics and politics are irrelevant in the 
wilderness. Rather, the census was taken for the sake of the Torah: first it 
was given; then it found its resting place in the ohel moed; and now, in Iyar, 
the shevatim are counted for its sake. From now on, they camp encircling the 
Torah, its guardians and keepers.

Eida is a word denoting people who join together for the sake of a common 
cause—i.e., a community. Individuals become a community not through an 
order imposed on them by the outside, but through a shared concern that  
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In the days of the Bais Hamikdash, a person who had survived a 
life-threatening experience—sickness, travel, or imprisonment—
brought a korban todah. Although they could never repay 
Hashem for His kindness, they could express their gratitude.
The truth is, though, that we experience miracles every day. 
Cars speed toward us and turn away just in time. We step safely 
over slippery ground. Hashem is constantly taking care of us, 
even when we don’t notice. We say Mizmor Lesodah every day, 
thanking Him for His constant guidance. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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drives them from within their own hearts.

However, individual men do not form a 
community. The people were counted 
lemishpechosam, for the community consists of 
shevatim, and each shevet consists of families. 
Accordingly, the men are counted according 
to their families, and the families according to 
their tribes. The tribes together form adas bnei 
Yisrael.

This is the uniqueness of Jewish nationalism. 
The nation as a whole is considered one 
house, beis Yisrael, and its members are called 
the children of one man, bnei Yisrael. At the 
same time, however, individual units remain, 
encompassed by a larger whole. This ensures 
that the concept of a Jewish nation does not 
become abstract. We are united by a common 
element, and each of us is an integral part.

Under the influence of this unity, a diverse 
group is nurtured. Each tribe expresses its 
own unique character trait, demonstrating 
that man’s Divine mission is not impeded by 
any particular occupation. V’shamru derech 
Hashem laasos tzedakah u’mishpat does not 
hinge on courage, business acumen, intellect, or 
anything else. Warriors like the tribe of Yehuda, 
merchants like Zevulun, scholars like Yissachar, 
farmers like Asher—are all called upon to fulfill 
a common mission, each through his own way 
of life.

Each tribe, with its uniqueness, and each family, 
with its special qualities, work at one common 
task. They give it form, educate their children to 
it, and pass it on to the next generation. That’s 
why hundreds of thousands of bnei Yisrael 
come not as a disorganized multitude, but 
lemishpechos beis avosam, as families, grouped 
according to their tribes. 

THE ETERNAL PROMISE
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

During the days of Sefiras Haomer, we observe certain mourning practices to 
remind ourselves of the tragic deaths of Rabbi Akiva's 24,000 students.

A pasuk in Koheles seems to be speaking to the farmer: "In the morning, plant 
your seed, and towards evening do not hold back your hand. You do not know 
which one will be better. Perhaps both will be equally good." After plowing the 
field, the farmer would sprinkle handfuls of seeds as he walked up and down the 
furrows. It was tedious work. As the day waned, he would grow tired consider 
stopping. Shlomo Hamelech exhorts: Don't stop! You never know if the crop you 
planted in the morning will be best, or the one that you planted towards evening. 
Perhaps both will be equally good, and you will have a double yield.

Of course, this is a mashal. Rabbi Akiva explains (Yevamos 62b) that the verse 
tells us that if one taught students when he was young, he should continue to 
teach even in his old age. The Gemara then relates the painful story: "Rabbi 
Akiva had 12,000 pairs of students ... and all of them died between Pesach and 
Shavuos. The world was desolate until Rabbi Akiva came to our teachers in the 
South. They were Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Yehudah, Rabbi Shimon, Rabbi Yossi, and 
Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua. He taught them Torah, and they reestablished it."

What would we expect a rosh yeshivah of 24,000 talmidim to do after the entire 
yeshivah suddenly died? Become depressed, sit in his study, cry, think of the 
good old days? Not Rabbi Akiva! He started all over with five new students. 
From where did he derive such optimism?

I heard the following from my late yedid Rabbi Moshe Rivlin, a”h: If your team is 
losing 15 to 0 in the ninth inning, with two outs and two strikes, things certainly 
look bleak. But if you have a promise from Hashem that you will win, then you 
will. Am Yisrael has such a promise: we are forever, and our Torah is forever. 
Nothing can change that, no matter how the deck is stacked against us. Rabbi 
Akiva knew that thanks to Hashem's eternal promise, Torah learning would 
never disappear.  He set out to start over with the full knowledge that a revival 
would come about through his efforts.

A similar pattern transpired after the Holocaust. The Torah centers of the world 
had been destroyed, their leaders and followers no longer alive. Nevertheless, 
the gedolim of that era did not give up. People such as the Ponevezher Rav, Rav 
Aharon Kotler, Rav Elya Meir Bloch and Rav Mottel Katz had all suffered great 
personal tragedies, but nevertheless began the revival whose fruits we bear 
witness to today. The Torah we accepted at Har Sinai is guaranteed to last for 
eternity.  

CENTRAL AIR

Why is the earth surrounded by gas?

The atmosphere is a layer of air surrounding Earth, and it is an essential part of what makes 
Earth livable. It blocks some of the sun’s dangerous rays from reaching Earth, and also traps heat, 
keeping the earth at a comfortable temperature. The gases it contains are essential for life. While 
all living things on Earth need oxygen, pure oxygen would be harmful. Our atmosphere is made up 
of just the right blend of 78% nitrogen, 21% oxygen, and small amounts of other gases—in perfect 
proportion for our needs.  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

A young couple 
rented a house 
that was 
recently sold to 
another owner. 

They just found out that her father paid the 
first month’s rent and thus they deserve a 
refund of a month’s rent.
They are nearing the end of the lease and 
want to withhold the final month’s rent in 
lieu of receiving a refund. The new owner, 
however, claims that since he does not 
have any extra funds, they must pay the 
final month’s rent and should pursue their 
refund from the previous owner.
Q: Can the renter tell the new owner 
that they will communicate with the 
original owner, who signed their lease, 
and the new owner should be in touch 
with the old owner if he has any claim?
A: Halachah permits a landlord to sell a 
house that he leased and the new owner 
must allow the tenant to remain for the 
duration of the lease (C.M. 312:1). Similarly, 
even if there is no lease the new owner 
must give the tenant notice, in accordance 
with local custom, before he can demand 
that the tenant move out. The rationale 
is that the new owner’s rights cannot be 
stronger than the original owner’s who 
entered into an agreement with the tenant 
(C.M. 312:13).
Poskim debate, however, who collects the 
rent once the house is sold.
Some authorities maintain that the tenant 
continues to pay the original owner, the 
one from whom he leased the house, 
rather than the new owner. The contractual 
obligation was only between them. When 
the new owner seeks to collect, the tenant 
may reject the claim by responding, “You 
have no claim against me since my rights 
come from the original owner” (Maharil 

Rabbi Dayan was reviewing his email. 
Occasionally he receives comments from 
readers about articles he has written in 

Business Weekly and Inyan.
One article, “Shabbos Rental,” received a flurry of comments, all objecting to the ruling 
for various reasons. The article dealt with someone who rented the shul’s function hall 
for a bar mitzvah on Shabbos and used it for a melaveh malkah as well. He claimed 
afterward that the rental included Motzoei Shabbos, whereas the shul gabbai claimed 
that the rental covered only Shabbos. Rabbi Dayan had ruled that the shul had the upper 
hand in the dispute and the renter had to pay additionally for Motzoei Shabbos, since 
real estate is always considered in possession of its owner in situations of doubt (C.M. 
312:15-16). 
Several people objected to the ruling based on the Shach (C.M. 312:14; 317:5), who 
maintains that this principle applies only when the renter has a doubtful claim (she’ma), 
such as the extra month in a leap year. However, if the renter has a definitive claim (bari), 
as in our case, he is in possession since he holds the money. 
One reader added rhetorically: “If the landlord claimed that the rental fee owed is $5,000 
and the tenant claimed $100, would the landlord be believed?”
“These are learned objections,” Rabbi Dayan thought. “They require elucidation.” He 
took out his Shulchan Aruch and other sefarim and examined the case once more. After 
researching the topic, he replied to the readers:
“There is a difference between a disagreement about the amount of the rental and 
about the length of the rental. In truth, the Mordechai (B.M. #387), alluded to by the 
Rema (317:2), seems to rule that even regarding the sum, the landlord has the upper 
hand. However, the consensus of the 
Acharonim is that, regarding a dispute 
over the sum, whoever is in possession 
of the money has the upper hand. The 
principle that real estate remains in the 
possession of its owner does not apply 
here, since the dispute does not relate at 
all to the usage, but only to the payment. 
Therefore, as any other monetary dispute, 
the rule of hamotzi mechaveiro (the 
plaintiff has the burden of proof) applies 
simply” (Machaneh Ephraim, Hil. Sechirus 
#21; Pischei Choshen, Sechirus 5:[55]).
“Now, let’s consider the other extreme,” 
continued Rabbi Dayan. “Imagine that you 
used your neighbor’s rental property, and 
afterward a dispute arises. You claim that 
your neighbor allowed you to use it for 
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Diskin, Kuntres Acharon 5:250). 
Most Poskim, however, maintain that once 
the house is sold, the tenant must pay rent 
to the new owner. However, if the tenant 
prepaid the original owner, he already 
acquired rights and is not obligated to pay a 
second time to the new owner (Sma 312:2).
Some authorities explain that the tenant 
does not actually owe rent to the new 
owner. It is just that the new owner has 
the right to give the tenant an ultimatum: 
Either you pay rent or vacate the house. 
Accordingly, if the tenant does not wish to 
remain in the house he may exercise that 
option and move out, and the new owner 
cannot compel him to honor the lease (Shai 
LaMora 7).
Others write, and common practice is, that 
a lease passes from the original owner 
to the new owner and the tenant is also 
bound by the existing lease. Although the 
obligation to pay rent results from the 
kinyan that was performed with the original 
owner, nevertheless, since the obligation 
to pay is because of usage of the house, 
it is logical that the tenant must pay the 
new owner since it is now his house. It is 
therefore assumed that the original kinyan 
includes the understanding that the tenant 
would pay rent to whoever purchases the 
house (Mishkan Shalom II: 59).
In your situation, however, there is an 
additional point to consider. As mentioned, 
if a tenant prepays the rent, the new owner 
cannot demand that he pay a second time. 
However, there might be a difference 
between a tenant who prepaid his rent 
and a tenant who accidentally overpaid. 
Since the extra money must be refunded 
to you, the new owner may demand rent 
for the final month of the lease and you will 
have to pursue the original owner for your 
refund.

money matters

free, whereas he claims that you used his rental property without permission and owe 
the standard rental fee. Is it not clear that you must pay? Here, we certainly should 
apply the rule that real estate remains in possession of its owner. The dispute is clearly 
focused on the right of usage. 

“Similarly, if both parties agree about the amount of the rental, but dispute the length: 
one claims four days and one claims five — in principle, the landlord is believed when 
the facts cannot be proven (see C.M. 317:3; Shach 317:11).

“This was the case in the article,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “The dispute was whether 
the hall was rented for Motzoei Shabbos. The renter claimed that the rental included 
Motzoei Shabbos, whereas the gabbai claimed that they had rented only for Shabbos. 
Thus, the rule that real estate remains in possession of its owner applies here. There is 
more to delve into on this issue, but it is beyond the scope of this column.

“Nonetheless, the ruling was in error, based on another concept that some readers 
raised, that of migo. Since payment for the hall was already due and the renter would 
be believed that he paid, he is also believed with a definite claim that the rental 
included Motzoei Shabbos. The Rema and Shach address the point of migo, as well, 
but to explain this concept and its application requires a separate, additional article.”

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com
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Timely Payment of WagesAdapted from the writings of  Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita

Q: Who is included in the halachic requirement for timely payment of wages?
A: The mitzvah to pay wages promptly and the associated prohibitions against delaying 
payment apply to both regular employees and those hired on a one-time basis. It also 
makes no difference whether the worker is paid by the hour (po’el) or a flat fee for the 
job (kablan) — (C.M. 339:6).
Furthermore, the requirement applies even to services rendered by a minor (e.g., 
babysitting or lawn mowing) and even if the wages amount to a small sum. It also 
applies whether the worker is poor or wealthy (Ahavas Chessed 9:3, 5, 8).
In addition, this requirement to pay promptly applies not only to wages, but also to rental 
fees. There is an opinion that the prohibition to delay does not apply to real estate rental, 
but many authorities maintain that it applies also to real estate (C.M. 339:1; Ahavas Chessed 
9:5). Therefore a tenant or one who leases an auto or other equipment should be careful 
to pay his rental bill promptly.
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     Choshen Mishpat as it applies to the Jewish woman. 
   Shabbos afternoons by Rabbi Yerachmiel Pickholtz  at Khal Chassidim at 4:50.
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Now You Know 
The Parsha begins with a list of 
people who are to help Moshe with 
the census of the Jewish People. 

The prince for the Tribe of Gad is 

named Elyasaf ben De’u’el. 

Later, when describing the 
encampments of the tribes with their 
flags, his name is changed to Elyasaf 
ben Re’u’el. Instead of his father’s 

name beginning with a dalet, it begins 
with a reish. 

The name De’u’el means, “who knows 
G-d,” while the name Re’u’el means, 

“friend of G-d.” 

Rabbeinu Bachya says that it was the 
same person but both names connote 
a closeness of knowing HaShem. 

However, there is another insight we 

can garner from this change. The 
word Re’u’el can also come from the 
root of “ro’eh,” meaning a shepherd, 

as Dovid HaMelech says (Psalm 23) – 
HaShem ro’i lo echsar, the L-rd is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want. 

When one accepts HaShem’s 

guidance and direction over his life 
like a sheep accepts the shepherd’s 
watchfulness and guidance, he will 
take note of where HaShem leads him 

in life. 

By doing so, he comes to gain a 
better insight into how HaShem 
operates the world and is essentially 

becoming a greater “de’u’el,” one 
who knows and recognizes HaShem 
and His influence in our lives. 

Thought of the week: 
The best leaders are the ones 

who know when to follow. 

s(BL:G RBDMB) „...IHKH IRHA IB RZELA YWLH YAYsN AYsNW‰     
“And the prince of the princes of the Levites, Elazar son of Aharon HaKohain, 
with oversight of those who guard the guarding of the sanctuary.” (Number 3:32) 

Parshas Bamidbar finds the Jews being counted. To aid Moshe and Aharon in the count, 
HaShem appointed princes of each tribe, and they are listed by name. Then Moshe was 
told to count the Levi’im in a separate census. They, too, have leaders, and those heads of 
each family, by father’s house, would have certain responsibilities. 

Overseeing these princes, the Torah tells us, was Elazar the son of Aharon. However, it 
doesn’t merely say that Elazar guided or directed them, but the Torah says he was the 
“prince” over the “princes.” 

The fact that both the Levi’im and Elazar are called princes is a very important item. It 
teaches us an important lesson about leadership in the Jewish world. 

Normally, we associate leadership with the people who are in charge. They don’t answer to 
anyone else and can make all the decisions. In some instances, they may have to answer 
for their decisions to others, but they are still not told what to do from above, such as an 
elected leader. 

In Judaism, however, everything depends on mesorah, tradition. It is not tradition in terms 
of a customary behavior, but rather a subordination to the chain of great leaders from one 
generation to the next. Even in the same generation, deference is given to the greater 
scholar and tzaddik, and even one who has others looking to him for guidance, looks 
himself to those who are greater than he. 

Strikingly, though, this does not diminish the role of the subordinate one in leading and 
setting an example for those who look up to him. Just as Moshe appointed judges for every 
ten people, fifty people, one hundred people, and a thousand people and each one was 
called a judge, so can each of us be a leader and teacher in some way. 

We must remember that people will be watching us and learning from our actions and be 
sure to behave accordingly. Part of that behavior, of course, will be to look to our own 
mentors and recognize that their leadership and guidance does not undermine our 
leadership, but rather it makes it more stable and worthy of being followed. 

The Bluzhover Rebbe z”l retold the miraculous story of a terrible game the Nazis w‰MY 
enjoyed. They forced the Jewish concentration camp inmates to dig a pit twenty feet 
across. They then had to jump to the other side.  If any of them made it, they could live for 
another day.  The ones that fell into the pit were shot and buried there.  

Many took running jumps; a futile effort.  One man said they should just drop into the pit 
and deprive the Nazis of their fun.  The Rebbe said, “We were told to jump. That’s what 
HaShem wants us to do, so we will jump, and leave the rest to Him.” 

The Bluzhover Rebbe walked up to the edge of the pit with a few of his Chasidim, closed 
his eyes and proclaimed, “We are jumping!”  When he opened his eyes, he found himself 
on the other side of the pit.  Next to him, he saw one of his closest Chasidim.   

Amazed, the Rebbe said to him, “I know how I made it across.  I was holding onto the 
kapoteh (cloak) of my saintly father and grandfathers.  Their holy merit carried me.  But 
how did you make it across?”   

The fellow replied with simple faith – “Rebbe, I held on to YOUR kapoteh!” 

©2017 – J. Gewirtz 

H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW   , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw , ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELH‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW   , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw , ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELH‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW   , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw , ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELH‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW   , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw , ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰EL    
HRs HRs HRs HRs HYX IB DWD ,HYX IB DWD ,HYX IB DWD ,HYX IB DWD ,IYYRB HQBRIYYRB HQBRIYYRB HQBRIYYRB HQBR    TB TB TB TB HZYLE HZYLE HZYLE HZYLE OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WOYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WOYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WOYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY W    

HAL IB QZYYA QXCY ,RTSA HYX IB BQEY YwYBAHAL IB QZYYA QXCY ,RTSA HYX IB BQEY YwYBAHAL IB QZYYA QXCY ,RTSA HYX IB BQEY YwYBAHAL IB QZYYA QXCY ,RTSA HYX IB BQEY YwYBA    
    

E-mail Subscribe to info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

This week’s issue is dedicated in 

honor of the upcoming wedding of 

HaKadosh Baruch Hu  

and Klal Yisrael.  
We will stand under the chupa of 

Har Sinai on Shavuos and this week 

we should all feel called up for our 

‘aliya,’ our rise to greatness! 
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Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
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R’ Tzvi Pesach Frank had a beautiful custom 
when checking the kashrus of a chicken…

One time a poor woman came with a treif chicken.

I cannot find a 
way to pasken this as 

kosher. Please take this 
money and buy yourself 

another chicken.

Rebbi, 
thank you 
so much!

The shochet came this 
morning. Hm… I wonder 

if the chickens were 
cooked yet.

Excuse me. I need 
to go into the kitchen 
where there is more 

light.

The shochet was 
just here. Did you 

start preparing the 
chickens?

No, not yet, 
but why-

Gevaldig! Please give 
me a chicken… I’ll wrap 

it up, and throw this 
one in the garbage.

כ“א כסלו  1960 - 1873  5721 – 5633

R’ Tzvi Pesach was born in Kovno, Lithuania, to R’ Yehuda Leib and Malka Frank. As a young 
boy he was acquainted with R’ Yisroel Salanter, who would often visit, and the Kovno 
Rov, R’ Yitzchok Elchonon Spector. He learned in the yeshivos of Slabodka and Telz and 
was a close talmid of Rav Itzele Ponevetzer, Rav Shimon Shkopp and Rav Eliezer Gordon. 
In 1893, he immigrated to Eretz Yisroel, and learned in ישיבת עץ חיים in ירושלים. R’ Shmuel 
Salant, Chief Rabbi of ירושלים, recognized the young prodigy and in 1907 appointed him 
as a דיין in the בית דין of the עדה החרדית. He served on this בית דין for nearly 60 years, 
eventually becoming אב בית דין and רב of ירושלים. He was considered one of the leading 
 especially on questions regarding the newly evolving technologies and ,פוסקי הדור

medicine. He authored הדרת קודש ,ארץ צבי ,הר צבי, and מקראי קודש, among others.

I examined this 
chicken by the light 

of the kitchen window. 
This chicken is Kosher 

L’Mehadrin.

I must check 
this one by the 

window…

Oy, this is definitely 
treif, and I know this 

woman would be insulted 
if I gave her money. What 

should I do?

Rebbi, 
thank you 
so much!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 There are no ִמְצֹות specifically associated with בּועֹות בּועֹות .שָׁ  שָׁ
is the יֹום טֹוב celebrating ה ה and there is no distinctive ,ּתֹורָׁ  that ִמְצוָׁ
represents ה ה other than the ,ּתֹורָׁ  itself. However, there is a special ּתֹורָׁ
importance attached to the ִגים בּועֹות customs, of ,ִמְנהָׁ ג A .שָׁ  is a ִמְנהָׁ
protection for the ה ג The letters of the word .ּתֹורָׁ  are the same as ִמְנהָׁ
ֵגן   .the protector ,ַהמָׁ
 The Vilna Gaon offers an interesting ֶרֶמז, hint, based on five 
of the popular ִגים בּועֹות of ִמְנהָׁ מּותאַ  :They are .שָׁ ְקדָׁ  — Introductory 
praise of בחַ  ,ה׳ לָׁ  — eating dairy products, ּות ר  — reading the story of 
רקי ,רּות  — placing greenery around the home and shul and ַ יקּוןת   — 
learning all night from ֻבעֹות  The first letters of each word .ִּתיקּון ֵליל שָׁ
spell out the word ַאֲחִרית — end. The ה  is always referred to as ּתֹורָׁ
ִגים beginning, and these very diverse ,ֵראִשית  are performed ִמְנהָׁ
together. They represent the protection of the ה  and are similar to ּתֹורָׁ
an outer protective covering (the end). 
 Various reasons are offered to explain the ג  .of flowers ִמְנהָׁ
Each one provides another insight into appreciating the יֹום טֹוב of 
בּועֹות  .שָׁ
 The ״א  explains that placing greenery around the home ַרמָׁ
and in shul reminds us of the events of ה  A miracle occurred at .ַמַּתן ּתֹורָׁ
the time of ה  was covered with greenery. [Our shul and ַהר ִסיַני :ַמַּתן ּתֹורָׁ
our home are the ש ְמַעט  that represent the beauty of accepting ִמְקדָׁ
the ה  [.ּתֹורָׁ
 The ם הָׁ ֵגן ַאְברָׁ ג suggests that the מָׁ  of greenery is to ִמְנהָׁ

remind us that בּועֹות ֵבית  to the ִבּכּוִרים is the time we brought up our שָׁ
ש  for all the goodness that we merited after we ד׳ We thank] .ַהִמְקדָׁ
accepted the ה  [.ּתֹורָׁ
ג reasons that we have this ר' ַיֲעֺקב ִמֶעְמִדין   because ִמְנהָׁ
flowers offer a pleasant aroma and therefore will enhance the יֹום טֹוב 
environment. Even though this reasoning is applicable to any יֹום טֹוב, it 
applies even more so to בּועֹות א as the שָׁ רָׁ  says that all agree that one ְגמָׁ
must have physical enjoyments on this יֹום טֹוב. 
 The ַאְלִשי״ְך says that this ג  is to remind us about the ִמְנהָׁ
children of ר שכָׁ ר .ִישָׁ שכָׁ ה is the tribe that represents ִישָׁ ר and ,ּתֹורָׁ שכָׁ  ִישָׁ
was born after an exchange of ִאים  ְראּוֵבן that (a kind of flower) דּודָׁ
brought home on בּועֹות  .ֶעֶרב שָׁ
 The ַמְלִבי״ם explains that this ג ֺמֶשה  is to remind us about ִמְנהָׁ
ר who was born on ,ַרֵבינּו  His mother was able to hide him for .ז׳ ַאדָׁ
three months without anyone asking questions. She then took ֺמֶשה, 
placed him in a basket and hid him in the flowery reeds. This episode 
took place on ן ה the day of ,ז׳ ִסיוָׁ  .ַמַּתן ּתֹורָׁ
 The ר שכָׁ ג suggests that this ְבֵני ִישָׁ  demostrates the ִמְנהָׁ
difference between ֵאל  and all the other nations, based on the ְּכַלל ִיְשרָׁ
סּוק  like a rose between the thorn bushes. The — ְּכשֹוַשנָׁה ֵבין ַהחֹוִחים :פָׁ
other nations refused to accept the ה ֵאל but ,ּתֹורָׁ ַנֲעֶשה  said ְּכַלל ִיְשרָׁ
ע ה and accepted the ְוִנְשמָׁ  .unconditionally ּתֹורָׁ

Adapted from: A ִשעּור by R’ Zev Leff א"  ַשִליטָׁ

יָרא ַזַצ״ל ים ֶאְלָעָזר ַשפִּ  ,of Munkács was born in Stryzow ר׳ ַחיִּ
Poland,  to  יְרש י  הִּ  ;ַבַעל  ַדְרֵכי  ְתשּוָבה  ַעל  יֹוֶרה  ֵדָעה)  ר׳  ְצבִּ
great-grandson of the ָששָכר יֶמֶלְך ,ְבֵני יִּ י ֶאלִּ  ֶאְסֵתר and (ר׳ ְצבִּ

(Horowitz). He learned under his father and became the  בָר  of Munkács in 
1914. From his youth, he completed the י י and ַש״ס ַבְבלִּ  every two ְירּוַשְלמִּ
years. He was a prolific writer. In addition to his 6-volume magnum opus, 
ְנַחת ֶאְלָעָזר ים he wrote ,מִּ מּוֵקי אֹוַרח ַחיִּ ים among other ,אֹות ְוָשלֹום and נִּ  .ְסָפרִּ
He opened יָבה ַדְרֵכי ְתשּוָבה  .which attracted hundreds of students ,ְישִּ
Famous as a  ‘Wonder  Rabbi,’  he  was  visited  by  many  world  leaders,  
such  as  the Czechoslovakian President and Queen Wilhelmina of Holland, 
who sought the  בָר ’s advice and  תֹוכְבָר . 

 ב׳ סיון
5632 — 5697 
1871 — 1937 

R' Chaim Elazar Shapira ַזַצ״ל, the 
Munkácser   Rebbe,   placed   great 
emphasis on learning and ה ִפלָּ  He .תְּ
encouraged his ַחִסיִדים to rise early 
and learn א רָּ מָּ  before davening. He גְּ
would say in the name of ר שכָּ ֵני ִישָּ  בְּ
that through the learning of א רָּ מָּ  ,גְּ
our ִפלֹות ַמִים go up to תְּ  with the שָּ
ֲאֵכי ד׳ ִריֵאלג ַּ of ַמלְּ בְּ ֵאלמ ַּ , יכָּ , ַּ ֵאלר  פָּ  and 

ִריֵאלאּו . The first letters of the name of each 
of these ָאִכים ַָּמַָּרַּא spell the word ַמלְּ    .ג 

Join Pirchei for inspiring shiurim by special guest speakers! For a special Shavuos night learning program in a location 
near you, please contact your local Pirchei Branch coordinator or call our central office at 212 797 9000 ext. 272.
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ן ָלנּו ה׳  תֶּ ה ְזַמן ַמַתן תֹוָרֵתנּו … ַותִּ ת יֹום ַחג ַהָשֻבעֹות ַהזֶּ …אֶּ  
 And You gave us, Hashem, … this day of the ָשֻבעֹות Festival, 
the time of the giving of our תֹוָרה … (Kiddush ֵליל ָשֻבעֹות) 
 Why is this יֹום טֹוב known as ָשֻבעֹות ?ַחג ַהָשֻבעֹות means 
weeks. It would seem more appropriate to call it ַחג ַהתֹוָרה in 
celebration of our receiving the תֹוָרה. R' Pinchos Roberts, יָט״א  ,ְשלִּ
explains that in the eyes of the world, the Jews became liberated on 
ַסח  s concept of freedom is different. Only one’תֹוָרה However, the .פֶּ
who accepts upon himself the yoke of תֹוָרה has true freedom. The 
name “Weeks” connects ָשֻבעֹות to ַסח ְכַלל  It was only through .פֶּ
ְשָרֵאל  s efforts to raise their spiritual standards in those preparatory’יִּ
weeks after they left Egypt that they became truly free. As ְרֵקי ָאבֹות  פִּ
(6:2) teaches us — עֹוֵסק ְבַתְלמּוד תֹוָרה י שֶּ ָלא מִּ ין אֶּ ן ֺחרִּ  The — ֵאין ְלָך בֶּ
only truly free person is one who is involved in the study of תֹוָרה. 
 This does not mean you have to be free to study תֹוָרה. On 
the contrary, the truth is often the reverse. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Yuri  Zilber  was  a  mathematician.  With  a  government 
position, he appeared to be a fine, loyal Russian citizen. Yet his true 
servitude was not to Mother Russia. Clandestinely, Yuri was ְצָחק  He .יִּ
spent every free moment delving into learning תֹוָרה. Every morning 
ְצָחק  conceal it in his ,ְגָמָרא would tear out one page from his יִּ
clothing, and when he had a spare minute, he would steal away some 
time to learn. He would review each page repeatedly, master it, and 
note  the  topics  that  were  difficult  which  he  could  not  resolve. 
Ultimately, after tearing out over 2,300 pages of ַתְלמּוד, he had 
mastered them all. He had accomplished the impossible! 
 But his mission was not yet complete. In 1973, he achieved 
what he thought was hopeless — exit visas for his entire family to 
immigrate to ְשָרֵאל ץ יִּ רֶּ  .אֶּ
 The moment he got off the plane at Ben Gurion Airport, 
ְצָחק  ran over to the first man with a yarmulka that he saw. With a יִּ
tattered page of ין ת ֵערּובִּ כֶּ ְצָחק ,in hand ַמסֶּ  grabbed the man by the יִּ
lapels and begged, “Please explain this תֹוָספֹות to me!” The stunned 
security guard stared at ְצָחק ְצָחק ?Had this man lost his mind .יִּ  יִּ

suddenly realized that not everyone in ְשָרֵאל ץ יִּ רֶּ  made the most of אֶּ
the opportunity they had to study ה׳’s תֹוָרה. Broken, ְצָחק  began to יִּ
cry. After years of living in a land where religion was forbidden, he 
was shaken by the fact that not every Jew who was free to do so was 
immersed in תֹוָרה. 
 Soon afterwards, R’ ְצָחק  as he ,ַאְבָרָהם s son Anatoly — or’יִּ
was now called — came to יר יַבת מִּ רֺאש  He had come to meet the .ְישִּ
יָבה  in ְגָמָרא R' Chaim Shmulevitz. Just a few days earlier, opening a ,ְישִּ
public was grounds for imprisonment, torture and even death. Now 
here he was about to come face to face with the leader of one of the 
greatest יבֹות   .in the world ְישִּ
 The  door  opened  and  R'  Chaim invited the 17-year-old 
Russian boy inside. He spoke to ַאְבָרָהם about his past, but was 
surprised when he requested to be admitted to the יָבה  R' Chaim .ְישִּ
looked into ַאְבָרָהם’s eyes and could sense his intense desire to 
become a יָבה ָבחּור  R' Chaim explained that there were better .ְישִּ
יבֹות  for one who was still a novice in learning and assured him that ְישִּ
when the time came, he would certainly accept him into the יָבה  .ְישִּ
 When R' Chaim finished speaking, ַאְבָרָהם looked at the  רֺאש
יָבה  with tears in his eyes, and insisted that he be given a chance to ְישִּ
prove himself. R' Chaim turned to him and asked which ְכָתא  to test ַמסֶּ
him on, but he hung his head in shame. R' Chaim understood that the 
boy had not learned much in Russia. Looking at ַאְבָרָהם, through his 
silence, R' Chaim sensed the boy’s embarrassment. 
 Again, R' Chaim softly asked, “You don’t have to be 
ashamed… Is there any ְגָמָרא I can ר  ”?you on (test) פַארהעֶּ
 looked up and said sadly, “I’m ashamed to say that I ַאְבָרָהם 
know only ים ר ָנשִּ ין and ֵסדֶּ יקִּ ר ְנזִּ ״י ,ְגָמָרא ,ֵסדֶּ  ”.תֹוָספֹות and ַרשִּ
 R' Chaim could not move; he was astounded! He realized 
that under constant danger, ַאְבָרָהם had learned more in his 17 years 
than many יָבה  boys in liberated countries accomplish during their ְישִּ
entire lifetime of learning. R' Chaim pulled ַאְבָרָהם close to him and 
held him tight — and gladly accepted him into the יָבה  .ְישִּ

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ב׳ סעיף ג׳
*Eli and Levi ran a little business selling cholent on Friday afternoon in the local 
ית ִמְדָרׁש  The money they made barely covered their expenses because Levi .בֵּ
always included his taxi fare and he lived a few miles away. Eli didn’t tell Levi, 
but he was looking for another partner who lived closer. After talking with a 
few people who lived closer, Eli realized that Levi was the best choice as a 
partner after all. He had great ִמּדֹות, and he was a great cook too! 
Is it ר  to tell Levi that Eli was considering finding someone else, if many מּותָּ
people know?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Although Eli had discussed it with and interviewed far more than 3 people, the 
rules of ֵּי ְתָלָתא  is that ,ָחפֵּץ ַחִיים do not apply in our case. The reasoning, explains the ַאפ
revealing Eli’s search will definitely cause bad feelings between Eli and Levi and may 
ruin the partnership, thus violating the ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות. 

 If, while reciting ְרכֹות ַהּתֹוָרה  one clearly ,ֶעֶרב ָשבּועֹות on בִּ
stipulates that the ְבָרכֹות should be in effect only until the 
next morning, one may recite the ְבָרכֹות on ָשבּועֹות 

morning, even if one did not sleep. 
 One who goes to sleep after ֲעלֹות ַהַשַחר on ָשבּועֹות morning 

(or on any other day) does not recite the ְבָרָכה of יל  .ַהַמפִּ

FocusonMiddos UnderstandingDavening
ים יֹום,…  שִּ ְסְפרּו ֲחמִּ תִּ  

ְנָחה ֲחָדָשה ַלד׳  ם מִּ ְקַרְבתֶּ …ְוהִּ  
 [as it says in the ּתֹוָרה]… 
you shall count 50 days, 

and then offer a new 
meal offering to ד׳… 

The ִלי ָיָקר ָרא כג:טז( כְּ  explains )ַוִיקְּ
that the word ֲחָדָשה, new, in this 
 Learning .ּתֹוָרה alludes to ָפסּוק
 must be done with ּתֹוָרה
excitement  and  a  feeling  of 
newness. The ִלי ָיָקר  ,then asks כְּ
“Why  do  we  not  find  a  clear 
reason in the ּתֹוָרה for the יֹום טֹוב 
of ָשבּועֹות?” The ִלי ָיָקר  answers כְּ
that כֹות ַסח and סֻּ  remind us of פֶּ
the    special    miracles    that 
happened during those specific 
periods of the year. The יֹום טֹוב 
of ָשבּועֹות, however, is quite 
different. If the ּתֹוָרה would have 
written the reason for this  יֹום
 we might have mistakenly ,טֹוב
understood that ָשבּועֹות is the 
only day to celebrate ַמַּתן ּתֹוָרה. 
This  is  incorrect.  Every  day  a 
person must learn ּתֹוָרה with a 
fresh spark of a personal  ַמַּתן
 .ּתֹוָרה

Dear Talmid, 
 The Munkácser Rebbe, R’ 
Chaim Elazar Shapira ַזַצ״ל, left an 
everlasting impression on the city 
of Munkács. He opened schools 
and established a vast network of 
charitable institutions to ease the 
burden of the ֲעִנִיים in the city and 
the surrounding districts. In his 
time, the city of Munkács grew 
from just a few thousand to over 
11,000      Jews.      The      Jews 
represented about half of the 
city’s population.  
 One   of   the   most 
memorable events in the city of 
Munkács was the wedding of R’ 
Chaim  Elazar’s  only  daughter 
Frima on ט״ו ַאָדר תרצ״ג (March 
15, 1933). Over 20,000 guests 
attended, coming from Europe 
and  even  the  U.S.  Hungary, 
Poland, and Czechoslovakia 
agreed to open their borders and 
no visa was necessary for people 
who   wished   to   attend   the 
wedding. Special arches were 
erected throughout the city in 
celebration    of    the    joyous 
occasion.  
 An  American  filming  
company  was  sent  to  Munkács  
to document this historic event. 
The Rebbe heard about the crew 
from America and immediately 

had the ֲחִסיִדים bring over the 
crew   members.   He   made   a 
historic deal. He would be willing 
to  allow  the  camera  crew  to 
record   him   on   film   on   the 
condition that they promised to 
show his entire brief speech. He 
spoke directly into the camera 
and with fire in his eyes and his 
voice  cracking,  he  waved  his 
finger at the camera and pleaded 
with the Jews in America to keep 
‘sweet’ ַשָבת.  
  My ַתְלִמיד, imagine the 
noise and commotion of a city 
closed for this grand wedding. 
The Rebbe is marrying off his only 
child, born after many years. Led 
by his entourage towards the 
 .the Rebbe suddenly stops ,חּוָפה
Over 20,000 guests, dignitaries 
and police all anxiously watch the 
Rebbe’s every action. The ַחתּוָנה 
has come to a standstill. What is 
on the Rebbe’s mind? ַשָבת 
observance  in  America!  The 
Rebbe’s greatest concern, at his 
moment of supreme joy, was for 
immigrant Jews lost in foreign 
land. What should be our worry 
at the time of our ִשְמָחה? To be 
concerned about other Jews! 

     ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי  Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

1. What do we learn from ָנֳעִמי leaving the fields of מֹוָאב and ַיֲעֹקב 
leaving ֵאר ָשַבע  ?בְּ

 from converting to Judaism by רּות attempted to dissuade ָנֳעִמי .2
citing various ֹות לֹא ַתֲעֵשה ֹות Which .ִמצְּ  cite? (Try to ָנֳעִמי did ִמצְּ
name 3.) 

1. When a ַצִדיק departs from a place, it leaves a void, for the ַצִדיק is the glory, 
splendor and beauty of his/her dwelling place (ָּקֹום ֵּא ִמן ַהמ ֵּצ  .(1:7 — ד״ה ַות

2. Among the various ְֹּות לֹא ַתֲעֵשה  in her attempt to רּות cited to ָנֳעִמי that ִמצ
dissuade her from converting to Judaism were the prohibitions of walking 
outside of ְּחּום ַשָבת  .(1:16 — ד״ה ִכי ֶאל ֲאֶשר…) ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה and ִיחּוד ,ת

1. What do we learn from ָנֳעִמי leaving the fields of מֹוָאב and ַיֲעֹקב 
leaving ֵאר ָשַבע  ?בְּ

 from converting to Judaism by רּות attempted to dissuade ָנֳעִמי .2
citing various ֹות לֹא ַתֲעֵשה ֹות Which .ִמצְּ  cite? (Try to ָנֳעִמי did ִמצְּ
name 3.) 

1. When a ַצִדיק departs from a place, it leaves a void, for the ַצִדיק is the glory, 
splendor and beauty of his/her dwelling place (ָּקֹום ֵּא ִמן ַהמ ֵּצ  .(1:7 — ד״ה ַות

2. Among the various ְֹּות לֹא ַתֲעֵשה  in her attempt to רּות cited to ָנֳעִמי that ִמצ
dissuade her from converting to Judaism were the prohibitions of walking 
outside of ְּחּום ַשָבת  .(1:16 — ד״ה ִכי ֶאל ֲאֶשר…) ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה and ִיחּוד ,ת
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Learning Contest ערב שבת
 The contest: During the weeks leading up to ה ַלת ַהּתֹורָּ  and ַקבָּ
until ַלח ַשת שְׁ רָּ ת פָּ ה learn at least 45 minutes before ,ַשבָּ חָּ ֶעֶרב  every ִמנְׁ
ת ה in either your ,ַשבָּ ִשיבָּ ש or local יְׁ רָּ ית ִמדְׁ   If you learn for an  hour  or .בֵּ
more,  you  will  get an additional entry into the raffle. 
 The contest’s basic rules: There is no particular ִלּמּוד to learn 
and you can even review ּגּום ד ַּתרְׁ ֶאחָּ א וְׁ רָּ ַנִים ִמקְׁ  If you arrange for a .שְׁ
group, and you have a ִשעּור to learn about ת כֹות ַשבָּ ת or ִהלְׁ  ,ִקּדּוַשת ַשבָּ
you will receive an extra entry in the raffle. This contest is open for all 
ages up to 12th grade.  
 Boys that are interested in joining this exciting program 
should please send in your signed faxes by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506 
9633. Please include your name, grade, ה ִשיבָּ  city and state, your ,יְׁ
contact and fax #’s and your name will be  entered  into  a  drawing  for  
a beautiful set of ִשים דֹולֹות חּומָּ אֹות ּגְׁ רָּ  !ִמקְׁ
 We will אי״ה be announcing the names of those who are 
entered into the ת  Learning Contest (faxes must be received by ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ
Sunday at 7:00 p.m.). Current contestants: 

Grade 1 – Binyamin Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; 
Chaim Dov Jacobowitz, Politz Hebrew Academy; Philadelphia, PA; 
Grade 3 – Chaim Mark, Yeshiva Bais Mikrah;  Monsey, NY;  Yehudah 
Altusky, Yaakov Bell, Yissochar Dov Duskis, Yosef Nisenfeld, Yoshi 
Yermish, Politz Hebrew Academy; Philadelphia, PA; 
Grade 4 – Yosef Friedman, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga; Brooklyn, NY;  Reuven 
Fischer, Asher Yeshaya Knopfler, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; 
Kalev Bernhard, Daniel Schneider, Yedidya Brand, Politz Hebrew 
Academy; Philadelphia, PA; 
Grade 5 – Yosef Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Gefen 
Afrati, Avraham Yitzchak Duskis, Yaakov Nisenfeld, Yonah Miller, Politz 
Hebrew Academy; Philadelphia, PA; 
Grade 6 – Mayer Ozer Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; 
Refael Shabtai, Yeshiva Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Eli Bell, Elimelech 
Terebelo, Politz Hebrew Academy; Philadelphia, PA; 
Grade 7 – Yitzi  Levit,  Chaim  Leib  Miller,  Politz  Hebrew  Academy;  
Philadelphia, PA; 



Torn to PiecesLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ן ָלנּו ה׳  תֶּ ה ְזַמן ַמַתן תֹוָרֵתנּו … ַותִּ ת יֹום ַחג ַהָשֻבעֹות ַהזֶּ …אֶּ  
 And You gave us, Hashem, … this day of the ָשֻבעֹות Festival, 
the time of the giving of our תֹוָרה … (Kiddush ֵליל ָשֻבעֹות) 
 Why is this יֹום טֹוב known as ָשֻבעֹות ?ַחג ַהָשֻבעֹות means 
weeks. It would seem more appropriate to call it ַחג ַהתֹוָרה in 
celebration of our receiving the תֹוָרה. R' Pinchos Roberts, יָט״א  ,ְשלִּ
explains that in the eyes of the world, the Jews became liberated on 
ַסח  s concept of freedom is different. Only one’תֹוָרה However, the .פֶּ
who accepts upon himself the yoke of תֹוָרה has true freedom. The 
name “Weeks” connects ָשֻבעֹות to ַסח ְכַלל  It was only through .פֶּ
ְשָרֵאל  s efforts to raise their spiritual standards in those preparatory’יִּ
weeks after they left Egypt that they became truly free. As ְרֵקי ָאבֹות  פִּ
(6:2) teaches us — עֹוֵסק ְבַתְלמּוד תֹוָרה י שֶּ ָלא מִּ ין אֶּ ן ֺחרִּ  The — ֵאין ְלָך בֶּ
only truly free person is one who is involved in the study of תֹוָרה. 
 This does not mean you have to be free to study תֹוָרה. On 
the contrary, the truth is often the reverse. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Yuri  Zilber  was  a  mathematician.  With  a  government 
position, he appeared to be a fine, loyal Russian citizen. Yet his true 
servitude was not to Mother Russia. Clandestinely, Yuri was ְצָחק  He .יִּ
spent every free moment delving into learning תֹוָרה. Every morning 
ְצָחק  conceal it in his ,ְגָמָרא would tear out one page from his יִּ
clothing, and when he had a spare minute, he would steal away some 
time to learn. He would review each page repeatedly, master it, and 
note  the  topics  that  were  difficult  which  he  could  not  resolve. 
Ultimately, after tearing out over 2,300 pages of ַתְלמּוד, he had 
mastered them all. He had accomplished the impossible! 
 But his mission was not yet complete. In 1973, he achieved 
what he thought was hopeless — exit visas for his entire family to 
immigrate to ְשָרֵאל ץ יִּ רֶּ  .אֶּ
 The moment he got off the plane at Ben Gurion Airport, 
ְצָחק  ran over to the first man with a yarmulka that he saw. With a יִּ
tattered page of ין ת ֵערּובִּ כֶּ ְצָחק ,in hand ַמסֶּ  grabbed the man by the יִּ
lapels and begged, “Please explain this תֹוָספֹות to me!” The stunned 
security guard stared at ְצָחק ְצָחק ?Had this man lost his mind .יִּ  יִּ

suddenly realized that not everyone in ְשָרֵאל ץ יִּ רֶּ  made the most of אֶּ
the opportunity they had to study ה׳’s תֹוָרה. Broken, ְצָחק  began to יִּ
cry. After years of living in a land where religion was forbidden, he 
was shaken by the fact that not every Jew who was free to do so was 
immersed in תֹוָרה. 
 Soon afterwards, R’ ְצָחק  as he ,ַאְבָרָהם s son Anatoly — or’יִּ
was now called — came to יר יַבת מִּ רֺאש  He had come to meet the .ְישִּ
יָבה  in ְגָמָרא R' Chaim Shmulevitz. Just a few days earlier, opening a ,ְישִּ
public was grounds for imprisonment, torture and even death. Now 
here he was about to come face to face with the leader of one of the 
greatest יבֹות   .in the world ְישִּ
 The  door  opened  and  R'  Chaim invited the 17-year-old 
Russian boy inside. He spoke to ַאְבָרָהם about his past, but was 
surprised when he requested to be admitted to the יָבה  R' Chaim .ְישִּ
looked into ַאְבָרָהם’s eyes and could sense his intense desire to 
become a יָבה ָבחּור  R' Chaim explained that there were better .ְישִּ
יבֹות  for one who was still a novice in learning and assured him that ְישִּ
when the time came, he would certainly accept him into the יָבה  .ְישִּ
 When R' Chaim finished speaking, ַאְבָרָהם looked at the  רֺאש
יָבה  with tears in his eyes, and insisted that he be given a chance to ְישִּ
prove himself. R' Chaim turned to him and asked which ְכָתא  to test ַמסֶּ
him on, but he hung his head in shame. R' Chaim understood that the 
boy had not learned much in Russia. Looking at ַאְבָרָהם, through his 
silence, R' Chaim sensed the boy’s embarrassment. 
 Again, R' Chaim softly asked, “You don’t have to be 
ashamed… Is there any ְגָמָרא I can ר  ”?you on (test) פַארהעֶּ
 looked up and said sadly, “I’m ashamed to say that I ַאְבָרָהם 
know only ים ר ָנשִּ ין and ֵסדֶּ יקִּ ר ְנזִּ ״י ,ְגָמָרא ,ֵסדֶּ  ”.תֹוָספֹות and ַרשִּ
 R' Chaim could not move; he was astounded! He realized 
that under constant danger, ַאְבָרָהם had learned more in his 17 years 
than many יָבה  boys in liberated countries accomplish during their ְישִּ
entire lifetime of learning. R' Chaim pulled ַאְבָרָהם close to him and 
held him tight — and gladly accepted him into the יָבה  .ְישִּ

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ב׳ סעיף ג׳
*Eli and Levi ran a little business selling cholent on Friday afternoon in the local 
ית ִמְדָרׁש  The money they made barely covered their expenses because Levi .בֵּ
always included his taxi fare and he lived a few miles away. Eli didn’t tell Levi, 
but he was looking for another partner who lived closer. After talking with a 
few people who lived closer, Eli realized that Levi was the best choice as a 
partner after all. He had great ִמּדֹות, and he was a great cook too! 
Is it ר  to tell Levi that Eli was considering finding someone else, if many מּותָּ
people know?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Although Eli had discussed it with and interviewed far more than 3 people, the 
rules of ֵּי ְתָלָתא  is that ,ָחפֵּץ ַחִיים do not apply in our case. The reasoning, explains the ַאפ
revealing Eli’s search will definitely cause bad feelings between Eli and Levi and may 
ruin the partnership, thus violating the ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות. 

 If, while reciting ְרכֹות ַהּתֹוָרה  one clearly ,ֶעֶרב ָשבּועֹות on בִּ
stipulates that the ְבָרכֹות should be in effect only until the 
next morning, one may recite the ְבָרכֹות on ָשבּועֹות 

morning, even if one did not sleep. 
 One who goes to sleep after ֲעלֹות ַהַשַחר on ָשבּועֹות morning 

(or on any other day) does not recite the ְבָרָכה of יל  .ַהַמפִּ
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ים יֹום,…  שִּ ְסְפרּו ֲחמִּ תִּ  

ְנָחה ֲחָדָשה ַלד׳  ם מִּ ְקַרְבתֶּ …ְוהִּ  
 [as it says in the ּתֹוָרה]… 
you shall count 50 days, 

and then offer a new 
meal offering to ד׳… 

The ִלי ָיָקר ָרא כג:טז( כְּ  explains )ַוִיקְּ
that the word ֲחָדָשה, new, in this 
 Learning .ּתֹוָרה alludes to ָפסּוק
 must be done with ּתֹוָרה
excitement  and  a  feeling  of 
newness. The ִלי ָיָקר  ,then asks כְּ
“Why  do  we  not  find  a  clear 
reason in the ּתֹוָרה for the יֹום טֹוב 
of ָשבּועֹות?” The ִלי ָיָקר  answers כְּ
that כֹות ַסח and סֻּ  remind us of פֶּ
the    special    miracles    that 
happened during those specific 
periods of the year. The יֹום טֹוב 
of ָשבּועֹות, however, is quite 
different. If the ּתֹוָרה would have 
written the reason for this  יֹום
 we might have mistakenly ,טֹוב
understood that ָשבּועֹות is the 
only day to celebrate ַמַּתן ּתֹוָרה. 
This  is  incorrect.  Every  day  a 
person must learn ּתֹוָרה with a 
fresh spark of a personal  ַמַּתן
 .ּתֹוָרה

Dear Talmid, 
 The Munkácser Rebbe, R’ 
Chaim Elazar Shapira ַזַצ״ל, left an 
everlasting impression on the city 
of Munkács. He opened schools 
and established a vast network of 
charitable institutions to ease the 
burden of the ֲעִנִיים in the city and 
the surrounding districts. In his 
time, the city of Munkács grew 
from just a few thousand to over 
11,000      Jews.      The      Jews 
represented about half of the 
city’s population.  
 One   of   the   most 
memorable events in the city of 
Munkács was the wedding of R’ 
Chaim  Elazar’s  only  daughter 
Frima on ט״ו ַאָדר תרצ״ג (March 
15, 1933). Over 20,000 guests 
attended, coming from Europe 
and  even  the  U.S.  Hungary, 
Poland, and Czechoslovakia 
agreed to open their borders and 
no visa was necessary for people 
who   wished   to   attend   the 
wedding. Special arches were 
erected throughout the city in 
celebration    of    the    joyous 
occasion.  
 An  American  filming  
company  was  sent  to  Munkács  
to document this historic event. 
The Rebbe heard about the crew 
from America and immediately 

had the ֲחִסיִדים bring over the 
crew   members.   He   made   a 
historic deal. He would be willing 
to  allow  the  camera  crew  to 
record   him   on   film   on   the 
condition that they promised to 
show his entire brief speech. He 
spoke directly into the camera 
and with fire in his eyes and his 
voice  cracking,  he  waved  his 
finger at the camera and pleaded 
with the Jews in America to keep 
‘sweet’ ַשָבת.  
  My ַתְלִמיד, imagine the 
noise and commotion of a city 
closed for this grand wedding. 
The Rebbe is marrying off his only 
child, born after many years. Led 
by his entourage towards the 
 .the Rebbe suddenly stops ,חּוָפה
Over 20,000 guests, dignitaries 
and police all anxiously watch the 
Rebbe’s every action. The ַחתּוָנה 
has come to a standstill. What is 
on the Rebbe’s mind? ַשָבת 
observance  in  America!  The 
Rebbe’s greatest concern, at his 
moment of supreme joy, was for 
immigrant Jews lost in foreign 
land. What should be our worry 
at the time of our ִשְמָחה? To be 
concerned about other Jews! 

     ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי  Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

1. What do we learn from ָנֳעִמי leaving the fields of מֹוָאב and ַיֲעֹקב 
leaving ֵאר ָשַבע  ?בְּ

 from converting to Judaism by רּות attempted to dissuade ָנֳעִמי .2
citing various ֹות לֹא ַתֲעֵשה ֹות Which .ִמצְּ  cite? (Try to ָנֳעִמי did ִמצְּ
name 3.) 

1. When a ַצִדיק departs from a place, it leaves a void, for the ַצִדיק is the glory, 
splendor and beauty of his/her dwelling place (ָּקֹום ֵּא ִמן ַהמ ֵּצ  .(1:7 — ד״ה ַות

2. Among the various ְֹּות לֹא ַתֲעֵשה  in her attempt to רּות cited to ָנֳעִמי that ִמצ
dissuade her from converting to Judaism were the prohibitions of walking 
outside of ְּחּום ַשָבת  .(1:16 — ד״ה ִכי ֶאל ֲאֶשר…) ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה and ִיחּוד ,ת

1. What do we learn from ָנֳעִמי leaving the fields of מֹוָאב and ַיֲעֹקב 
leaving ֵאר ָשַבע  ?בְּ

 from converting to Judaism by רּות attempted to dissuade ָנֳעִמי .2
citing various ֹות לֹא ַתֲעֵשה ֹות Which .ִמצְּ  cite? (Try to ָנֳעִמי did ִמצְּ
name 3.) 

1. When a ַצִדיק departs from a place, it leaves a void, for the ַצִדיק is the glory, 
splendor and beauty of his/her dwelling place (ָּקֹום ֵּא ִמן ַהמ ֵּצ  .(1:7 — ד״ה ַות

2. Among the various ְֹּות לֹא ַתֲעֵשה  in her attempt to רּות cited to ָנֳעִמי that ִמצ
dissuade her from converting to Judaism were the prohibitions of walking 
outside of ְּחּום ַשָבת  .(1:16 — ד״ה ִכי ֶאל ֲאֶשר…) ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה and ִיחּוד ,ת

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

ָמא -  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ת בוּועוֹו ׁשָ

Halacha 
Corner

There's a new pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

Learning Contest ערב שבת
 The contest: During the weeks leading up to ה ַלת ַהּתֹורָּ  and ַקבָּ
until ַלח ַשת שְׁ רָּ ת פָּ ה learn at least 45 minutes before ,ַשבָּ חָּ ֶעֶרב  every ִמנְׁ
ת ה in either your ,ַשבָּ ִשיבָּ ש or local יְׁ רָּ ית ִמדְׁ   If you learn for an  hour  or .בֵּ
more,  you  will  get an additional entry into the raffle. 
 The contest’s basic rules: There is no particular ִלּמּוד to learn 
and you can even review ּגּום ד ַּתרְׁ ֶאחָּ א וְׁ רָּ ַנִים ִמקְׁ  If you arrange for a .שְׁ
group, and you have a ִשעּור to learn about ת כֹות ַשבָּ ת or ִהלְׁ  ,ִקּדּוַשת ַשבָּ
you will receive an extra entry in the raffle. This contest is open for all 
ages up to 12th grade.  
 Boys that are interested in joining this exciting program 
should please send in your signed faxes by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506 
9633. Please include your name, grade, ה ִשיבָּ  city and state, your ,יְׁ
contact and fax #’s and your name will be  entered  into  a  drawing  for  
a beautiful set of ִשים דֹולֹות חּומָּ אֹות ּגְׁ רָּ  !ִמקְׁ
 We will אי״ה be announcing the names of those who are 
entered into the ת  Learning Contest (faxes must be received by ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ
Sunday at 7:00 p.m.). Current contestants: 

Grade 1 – Binyamin Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; 
Chaim Dov Jacobowitz, Politz Hebrew Academy; Philadelphia, PA; 
Grade 3 – Chaim Mark, Yeshiva Bais Mikrah;  Monsey, NY;  Yehudah 
Altusky, Yaakov Bell, Yissochar Dov Duskis, Yosef Nisenfeld, Yoshi 
Yermish, Politz Hebrew Academy; Philadelphia, PA; 
Grade 4 – Yosef Friedman, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga; Brooklyn, NY;  Reuven 
Fischer, Asher Yeshaya Knopfler, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; 
Kalev Bernhard, Daniel Schneider, Yedidya Brand, Politz Hebrew 
Academy; Philadelphia, PA; 
Grade 5 – Yosef Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Gefen 
Afrati, Avraham Yitzchak Duskis, Yaakov Nisenfeld, Yonah Miller, Politz 
Hebrew Academy; Philadelphia, PA; 
Grade 6 – Mayer Ozer Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; 
Refael Shabtai, Yeshiva Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Eli Bell, Elimelech 
Terebelo, Politz Hebrew Academy; Philadelphia, PA; 
Grade 7 – Yitzi  Levit,  Chaim  Leib  Miller,  Politz  Hebrew  Academy;  
Philadelphia, PA; 
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R’ Tzvi Pesach Frank had a beautiful custom 
when checking the kashrus of a chicken…

One time a poor woman came with a treif chicken.

I cannot find a 
way to pasken this as 

kosher. Please take this 
money and buy yourself 

another chicken.

Rebbi, 
thank you 
so much!

The shochet came this 
morning. Hm… I wonder 

if the chickens were 
cooked yet.

Excuse me. I need 
to go into the kitchen 
where there is more 

light.

The shochet was 
just here. Did you 

start preparing the 
chickens?

No, not yet, 
but why-

Gevaldig! Please give 
me a chicken… I’ll wrap 

it up, and throw this 
one in the garbage.

כ“א כסלו  1960 - 1873  5721 – 5633

R’ Tzvi Pesach was born in Kovno, Lithuania, to R’ Yehuda Leib and Malka Frank. As a young 
boy he was acquainted with R’ Yisroel Salanter, who would often visit, and the Kovno 
Rov, R’ Yitzchok Elchonon Spector. He learned in the yeshivos of Slabodka and Telz and 
was a close talmid of Rav Itzele Ponevetzer, Rav Shimon Shkopp and Rav Eliezer Gordon. 
In 1893, he immigrated to Eretz Yisroel, and learned in ישיבת עץ חיים in ירושלים. R’ Shmuel 
Salant, Chief Rabbi of ירושלים, recognized the young prodigy and in 1907 appointed him 
as a דיין in the בית דין of the עדה החרדית. He served on this בית דין for nearly 60 years, 
eventually becoming אב בית דין and רב of ירושלים. He was considered one of the leading 
 especially on questions regarding the newly evolving technologies and ,פוסקי הדור

medicine. He authored הדרת קודש ,ארץ צבי ,הר צבי, and מקראי קודש, among others.

I examined this 
chicken by the light 

of the kitchen window. 
This chicken is Kosher 

L’Mehadrin.

I must check 
this one by the 

window…

Oy, this is definitely 
treif, and I know this 

woman would be insulted 
if I gave her money. What 

should I do?

Rebbi, 
thank you 
so much!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 There are no ִמְצֹות specifically associated with בּועֹות בּועֹות .שָׁ  שָׁ
is the יֹום טֹוב celebrating ה ה and there is no distinctive ,ּתֹורָׁ  that ִמְצוָׁ
represents ה ה other than the ,ּתֹורָׁ  itself. However, there is a special ּתֹורָׁ
importance attached to the ִגים בּועֹות customs, of ,ִמְנהָׁ ג A .שָׁ  is a ִמְנהָׁ
protection for the ה ג The letters of the word .ּתֹורָׁ  are the same as ִמְנהָׁ
ֵגן   .the protector ,ַהמָׁ
 The Vilna Gaon offers an interesting ֶרֶמז, hint, based on five 
of the popular ִגים בּועֹות of ִמְנהָׁ מּותאַ  :They are .שָׁ ְקדָׁ  — Introductory 
praise of בחַ  ,ה׳ לָׁ  — eating dairy products, ּות ר  — reading the story of 
רקי ,רּות  — placing greenery around the home and shul and ַ יקּוןת   — 
learning all night from ֻבעֹות  The first letters of each word .ִּתיקּון ֵליל שָׁ
spell out the word ַאֲחִרית — end. The ה  is always referred to as ּתֹורָׁ
ִגים beginning, and these very diverse ,ֵראִשית  are performed ִמְנהָׁ
together. They represent the protection of the ה  and are similar to ּתֹורָׁ
an outer protective covering (the end). 
 Various reasons are offered to explain the ג  .of flowers ִמְנהָׁ
Each one provides another insight into appreciating the יֹום טֹוב of 
בּועֹות  .שָׁ
 The ״א  explains that placing greenery around the home ַרמָׁ
and in shul reminds us of the events of ה  A miracle occurred at .ַמַּתן ּתֹורָׁ
the time of ה  was covered with greenery. [Our shul and ַהר ִסיַני :ַמַּתן ּתֹורָׁ
our home are the ש ְמַעט  that represent the beauty of accepting ִמְקדָׁ
the ה  [.ּתֹורָׁ
 The ם הָׁ ֵגן ַאְברָׁ ג suggests that the מָׁ  of greenery is to ִמְנהָׁ

remind us that בּועֹות ֵבית  to the ִבּכּוִרים is the time we brought up our שָׁ
ש  for all the goodness that we merited after we ד׳ We thank] .ַהִמְקדָׁ
accepted the ה  [.ּתֹורָׁ
ג reasons that we have this ר' ַיֲעֺקב ִמֶעְמִדין   because ִמְנהָׁ
flowers offer a pleasant aroma and therefore will enhance the יֹום טֹוב 
environment. Even though this reasoning is applicable to any יֹום טֹוב, it 
applies even more so to בּועֹות א as the שָׁ רָׁ  says that all agree that one ְגמָׁ
must have physical enjoyments on this יֹום טֹוב. 
 The ַאְלִשי״ְך says that this ג  is to remind us about the ִמְנהָׁ
children of ר שכָׁ ר .ִישָׁ שכָׁ ה is the tribe that represents ִישָׁ ר and ,ּתֹורָׁ שכָׁ  ִישָׁ
was born after an exchange of ִאים  ְראּוֵבן that (a kind of flower) דּודָׁ
brought home on בּועֹות  .ֶעֶרב שָׁ
 The ַמְלִבי״ם explains that this ג ֺמֶשה  is to remind us about ִמְנהָׁ
ר who was born on ,ַרֵבינּו  His mother was able to hide him for .ז׳ ַאדָׁ
three months without anyone asking questions. She then took ֺמֶשה, 
placed him in a basket and hid him in the flowery reeds. This episode 
took place on ן ה the day of ,ז׳ ִסיוָׁ  .ַמַּתן ּתֹורָׁ
 The ר שכָׁ ג suggests that this ְבֵני ִישָׁ  demostrates the ִמְנהָׁ
difference between ֵאל  and all the other nations, based on the ְּכַלל ִיְשרָׁ
סּוק  like a rose between the thorn bushes. The — ְּכשֹוַשנָׁה ֵבין ַהחֹוִחים :פָׁ
other nations refused to accept the ה ֵאל but ,ּתֹורָׁ ַנֲעֶשה  said ְּכַלל ִיְשרָׁ
ע ה and accepted the ְוִנְשמָׁ  .unconditionally ּתֹורָׁ

Adapted from: A ִשעּור by R’ Zev Leff א"  ַשִליטָׁ

יָרא ַזַצ״ל ים ֶאְלָעָזר ַשפִּ  ,of Munkács was born in Stryzow ר׳ ַחיִּ
Poland,  to  יְרש י  הִּ  ;ַבַעל  ַדְרֵכי  ְתשּוָבה  ַעל  יֹוֶרה  ֵדָעה)  ר׳  ְצבִּ
great-grandson of the ָששָכר יֶמֶלְך ,ְבֵני יִּ י ֶאלִּ  ֶאְסֵתר and (ר׳ ְצבִּ

(Horowitz). He learned under his father and became the  בָר  of Munkács in 
1914. From his youth, he completed the י י and ַש״ס ַבְבלִּ  every two ְירּוַשְלמִּ
years. He was a prolific writer. In addition to his 6-volume magnum opus, 
ְנַחת ֶאְלָעָזר ים he wrote ,מִּ מּוֵקי אֹוַרח ַחיִּ ים among other ,אֹות ְוָשלֹום and נִּ  .ְסָפרִּ
He opened יָבה ַדְרֵכי ְתשּוָבה  .which attracted hundreds of students ,ְישִּ
Famous as a  ‘Wonder  Rabbi,’  he  was  visited  by  many  world  leaders,  
such  as  the Czechoslovakian President and Queen Wilhelmina of Holland, 
who sought the  בָר ’s advice and  תֹוכְבָר . 

 ב׳ סיון
5632 — 5697 
1871 — 1937 

R' Chaim Elazar Shapira ַזַצ״ל, the 
Munkácser   Rebbe,   placed   great 
emphasis on learning and ה ִפלָּ  He .תְּ
encouraged his ַחִסיִדים to rise early 
and learn א רָּ מָּ  before davening. He גְּ
would say in the name of ר שכָּ ֵני ִישָּ  בְּ
that through the learning of א רָּ מָּ  ,גְּ
our ִפלֹות ַמִים go up to תְּ  with the שָּ
ֲאֵכי ד׳ ִריֵאלג ַּ of ַמלְּ בְּ ֵאלמ ַּ , יכָּ , ַּ ֵאלר  פָּ  and 

ִריֵאלאּו . The first letters of the name of each 
of these ָאִכים ַָּמַָּרַּא spell the word ַמלְּ    .ג 

Join Pirchei for inspiring shiurim by special guest speakers! For a special Shavuos night learning program in a location 
near you, please contact your local Pirchei Branch coordinator or call our central office at 212 797 9000 ext. 272.

TorahThoughts



 לז"נ יענטא בת יחיאל מיכל ז"ל
בן אליהו ז"ל לז"נ אברהם  
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Parsha Potpourri 
Parshas Bamidbar / Shavuos – Vol. 12, Issue 30 

Compiled by Ozer Alport 
 
 

)2:2איש על דגלו באתת לבית אבתם יחנו בני ישראל מנגד סביב לאהל מועד יחנו (  
Our Sages teach that everything written in the Torah is recorded because of its relevance to every 

Jew in every generation. Why are the seemingly trivial details which dominate Parshas Bamidbar, such as 
the arrangement of the encampments of the various tribes, significant and relevant to us? 

Rav Aharon Kotler suggests that although this information seems like historical facts with no 
practical application to our lives, the parsha is in fact teaching us a very relevant lesson: the value that 
Judaism places on seder (organization). Instead of allowing the Jewish people to set up their own camping 
arrangements based on their personal preferences, the Torah insists that they specifically encamp together 
with other members of their tribe and additionally prescribes the positions of the various tribes relative to 
one another. This arrangement was in effect for the duration of their 40-year sojourn in the wilderness.  

Rashi writes in Parshas Emor (Vayikra 24:10) that the blasphemer was the son of Shlomis bas 
Divri and the Egyptian taskmaster that Moshe slew. Because his mother was descended from Dan, he 
attempted to dwell among the tribe of Dan, but they refused him because his father was not from their 
tribe. Although one person camping out of place (which was still the tribe of his mother) would seem to 
be insignificant, the tribe of Dan understood the critical value of preserving order and refused to allow 
him to camp among them. Although the particular laws about the formations and configurations of the 
encampments do not currently apply to us, the lesson about the value of serving Hashem in an orderly and 
disciplined fashion is one that we can each apply in our daily lives. 
 
 

)2:17ונסע אהל מועד מחנה הלוים בתוך המחנת כאשר יחנו כן יסעו איש על ידו לדגליהם (  
In Parshas Bamidbar we are taught that during their 40-year sojourn in the wilderness, the Jewish 

people had fixed locations for their encampments. Each of the tribes had a specific location relative to the 
other tribes where its members were to encamp. Three of the tribes encamped in the north, three in the 
south, three in the west, and three in the east. The tribe of Levi, together with the Ark, encamped in the 
middle of the circle formed by the other tribes. What lesson can be learned from this setup? 

The Chofetz Chaim explains that just as the heart is located in the middle of the body, so too the 
Ark which contained the Torah and Tablets was located in the middle of the camp so that it would be 
equidistant from every Jew. Similarly, the Bimah on which the Torah scroll is placed when it is being 
read is located in the middle of the synagogue. This teaches us that the Torah is equally accessible to 
every Jew. The Chofetz Chaim adds that our Sages teach (Taanis 31a) that in the World to Come, the 
righteous will form a circle to dance around Hashem, who will be in the middle of the circle. Although 
Jews seem serve Hashem in ways radically different from one another, as long as their intentions are for 
the sake of Heaven and they keep the mitzvos, they will all celebrate together. At that time we will 
discover that the Jew who seems diametrically opposed to us is in reality on the other side of the circle but 
just as close to Hashem. 
 
 

שבועותב לימוד התורה  
 There is a widespread custom to stay up at night on Shavuos engaged in Torah study. The Magen 
Avrohom (494) suggests that this custom developed because the Medrash teaches that the Jewish people 
at Mount Sinai overslept on the day of the giving of the Torah, and Hashem had to wake them up in order 
to present it to them. To rectify their mistake and to prevent ourselves from making a similar one, we 
demonstrate our eagerness to once again receive the Torah by remaining awake the entire night. In 
Yerushalayim, many of those who stay awake proceed to the Kosel just before dawn for an uplifting 
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sunrise prayer service, where they can receive the Torah together with countless other Jews who have also 
travelled there from their respective neighborhoods. 
 For many years, Rav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg adopted this practice, staying awake on Shavuos 
night to learn Torah in his yeshiva, Torah Ohr, and then walking with his students to the Kosel for the 
morning prayers. The trip from his yeshiva in the Mattersdorf neighborhood of Yerushalayim to the Kosel 
is quite lengthy, and one year toward the end of his life, Rav Scheinberg’s wife expressed her concern that 
he no longer had the energy required for the long round-trip walk, and she suggested that he remain 
behind and pray locally. 
 Rav Scheinberg disagreed with her and felt that he was physically capable of making the trip, so 
to resolve their difference of opinion, he decided to conduct the Gorel HaGra, a special procedure 
transmitted through oral tradition to a few select individuals in every generation, which involves opening 
a Tanach and receiving guidance from Hashem based on the verse to which it opens. In Rav Scheinberg’s 
case, the verse to which he opened was (Tehillim 29:11) ד' עוז לעמו יתן – Hashem will give strength to 
His nation, which he interpreted as a Divine message that Hashem would give him the strength he needed 
to make the arduous journey to the Kosel. When one of Rav Scheinberg’s students heard about this 
incident, he pointed out that the end of that very verse states ד' יברך את עמו בשלום – Hashem will bless 
His nation with peace. He suggested that perhaps the Heavenly response was from the latter half of the 
verse, not the former, and was an indication that the Rosh Yeshiva should opt for shalom bayis (marital 
harmony) by heeding his wife’s advice. 
 When Rav Scheinberg heard his student’s interpretation, he was astonished. He explained that 
just because he and his wife disagreed on the proper course of action, their difference of opinion was in 
no way personal and had no bearing on their shalom bayis. He decided to utilize the Goral HaGra to 
clarify the appropriate course of conduct, but regardless of the response it gave, the sublime peace that 
reigned between them would remain intact and unaffected. In addition to opening a window into the life 
of a great Rav, this fascinating story also contains a universal lesson for each of us, that differences of 
opinion between rational, intelligent people are healthy and normal, and as long as we do not allow them 
to become personal, they should have no bearing on our underlying relationships with others. 
 
 

 ויקרא אליו ד' מן ההר לאמר כה תאמר לבית יעקב ותגיד לבני ישראל (שמות 19:3)
Prior to the giving of the Torah, Hashem told Moshe to instruct Bais Yaakov – the women – and 

B’nei Yisroel – the men – a verse which was immortalized by Sarah Schenirer when she coined the name 
“Bais Yaakov” for schools for Jewish girls. Since the Torah refers to the men as the “sons of Israel”, why 
does it describe the women as the “house of Yaakov”, when “daughters of Yaakov” would seem to be the 
appropriate parallel?  

Rav Meir Shapiro explains that when a person becomes ill, there are hypothetically two ways for 
a doctor to treat him. The standard procedure is to prescribe medication, although another theoretical 
option would be to design a room in which the air is saturated with the appropriate antibiotic. The first 
option has the drawbacks that it only helps one patient and requires active administration, whereas the 
latter could benefit many people without any effort on their parts.  

Similarly, in fighting the universal illness known as the yetzer hara (evil inclination), men follow 
the prescription of the Gemora (Kiddushin 30b) to repel it through Torah study. Although the latter option 
isn’t currently feasible for medical purposes, Jewish women nevertheless use it to ward off spiritual 
illness. As the backbones of the family, they imbue the entire home with an atmosphere of holiness and 
spirituality. This automatically benefits not only themselves, but also their husbands, children, and all 
who are fortunate to enter their homes.  

This is alluded to in a well-known verse (Mishlei 1:8) שמע בני מוסר אביך ואל תטש תורת אמך – 
Listen my son to the rebuke of your father, and do not forsake the teachings of your mother. Shlomo 
found it necessary to instruct a person to listen to the lessons of his father, while a mother’s wisdom 
permeates the very air of her house and is absorbed without any effort. It is to teach and emphasize this 
idea that the Torah refers to the women not as the daughters of Yaakov, but as the house of Yaakov.  
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)4:22רות ( וישי הוליד את דוד  
The Gemora in Bava Basra (14b) teaches that Megillas Rus is considered the first book of 

Kesuvim (Holy Writings) and was written by Shmuel Hanavi. There is an opinion in the Gemora that 
maintains that Iyov lived before the events of Megillas Rus, and according to this opinion, the Gemora 
questions why the book of Iyov is not considered the first book in Kesuvim. The Gemora answers that 
Iyov is considered a book of suffering, and we do not want to begin Kesuvim with themes of punishment.  

The Gemora points out that Rus could also be considered a book that contains suffering, and it 
answers that the suffering in Megillas Rus has a happy ending, in that Dovid, who authored songs and 
praises to Hashem, was descended from Rus and justified all of the travails and difficult times that she 
endured. In light of the fact that Shmuel lived several generations after Boaz, it is difficult to understand 
why so many years passed from the time that the episode recounted in Megillas Rus occurred until it was 
written down. Why wasn’t it recorded at the time of the events?  

Rav Shlomo Alkabetz writes that the purpose of Megillas Rus is to teach the halacha (Yevamos 
76b) of ולא מואבית מואבי , that when the Torah forbids (Devorim 23:4-7) a descendant of Ammon or 
Moab to marry into the Jewish people, the prohibition only applies to male descendants, but not to the 
women. As a result, the conversion and marriage of Rus, who was a female descendant of Moab, to Boaz 
was legitimate, and the ancestry of Dovid Hamelech and ultimately Moshiach is proper.  

After Dovid expressed his willingness to fight Goliath and the royal armor of the much taller 
Shaul miraculously shrunk to fit him perfectly, the Gemora (Yevamos 77b) records that Shaul grew 
worried and wondered if this was an indication that Dovid would become the next king. His advisor Doeg 
responded that before asking if Dovid is fit to be king, one must first ask if he is even fit to marry a 
Jewish woman, for Doeg maintained that the prohibition applies to both male and female Moabites. At 
that point, a tremendous legal dispute arose regarding the status of Dovid’s lineage. Only after one of 
those present declared that he had an oral tradition from the Bais Din of Shmuel that the prohibition only 
applies to males was the matter settled, which is difficult to understand. If the Megillah establishes Rus’s 
legitimacy, why was all this necessary? Wasn’t it resolved in the times of Rus and Boaz?  

Rav Shlomo Alkabetz explains that Megillas Rus had not yet been written to clarify the matter, as 
evidenced by this dispute. When the question was raised, it was sent to Shmuel Hanavi for resolution. 
Shmuel ruled upon it by writing a responsum that contained four chapters, a responsum that we call 
Megillas Rus. Because the practical application of the more general legal question about female Moabites 
that was presented to Shmuel was the legitimacy of Dovid’s background, he ended off the Megillah by 
listing Dovid’s lineage as a way of providing his approbation to Dovid by honoring him and tracing his 
ancestry back to Peretz. This ruling was so authoritative that Shaul, who would have been predisposed to 
rule like Doeg and invalidate Dovid, responded by giving his own daughter Michal to Dovid as a wife. 

 
 

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 

1) Hashem commanded Moshe (1:3) to count every male over the age of 20 who was fit to go out to 
battle. Does this mean that the elderly and sick, who were unfit for war, were not included in this 
count? (Sifsei Chochomim, Aderes Eliyahu, Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh 1:20, HaEmek Davar, 
Ayeles HaShachar, Shaarei Aharon) 

2) The Torah relates (1:47) that in counting the total number of Jews, Moshe did not count the 
Levites. Immediately thereafter, Hashem commanded Moshe (1:49) not to count the tribe of Levi 
together with the rest of the Jews. If he was only commanded not to do so at this time, why did he 
previously refrain from doing so of his own accord, and how did he know that this was Hashem’s 
Will? (Ramban) 

3) The Gemora in Shabbos (88a) teaches that when the Jewish people were encamped at the foot of 
Mount Sinai, Hashem lifted the mountain above them like a barrel and threatened them that if 
they won’t accept the Torah, שם תהא קבורתכם – there will be your burial place. If Hashem’s 
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intention was to frighten them so that they would accept the Torah, why did He transform the 
mountain into a barrel, which isn’t particularly scary, instead of simply picking it up and leaving 
it looming over their heads like the scary mountain that it already was? (V’HaIsh Moshe) 

4) Many mitzvos may be performed by appointing an agent to do so on his behalf (Kiddushin 41a). 
Can the mitzvah of honoring one’s parents (Shemos 20:12) be done via an agent? (Har Tzvi) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Sifsei Chochomim writes that Jews who were sick and unable to go to battle were still included in 
this count. The Vilna Gaon and Netziv disagree and maintain that the ability to serve in the army was a 
prerequisite to being included in this census, which explains why the phrase “who go out to the army” is 
repeated constantly when recording the details of the census. However, the Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh 
suggests that this phrase is repeated to teach that every male Jew over the age of 20 was in fact strong and 
healthy and eligible to serve in the army, in which case the question has no practical application. 
 
2) The Ramban notes that when Hashem initially commanded Moshe to count the Jewish people, He told 
him that one leader from each tribe should stand with him during the census, whom Hashem then 
proceeded to list (1:4-16). When Moshe realized that Hashem didn’t name a leader from the tribe of Levi 
who was to be present for the counting, he inferred that he was not to count them together with the rest of 
the tribes. Moshe was in doubt regarding Hashem’s intentions for the tribe of Levi, but as soon as he 
finished counting the other tribes, Hashem commanded him regarding the separate count of the Levites. 
 
3) Rav Moshe Soloveitchik of Zurich explains that a person who is trapped inside of a barrel is 
technically capable of surviving for a long period of time. However, his life will be incredibly limited, as 
he is barely able to move or experience any variety in his life. Similarly, if the Jews had declined to 
accept the Torah, they would have theoretically been able to survive in this world just like the other 
nations of the world. However, just like the person trapped in the barrel, their existence would have been 
limited to fulfilling mundane needs, without any possibility of growth or spirituality. Hashem transformed 
the mountain into a barrel to symbolize that if they refused to accept the Torah, they could continue to 
survive, but their lives would be limited and empty. When Hashem said that if they didn’t accept the 
Torah they would be buried there, He didn’t mean that the mountain would crush and bury them, but that 
they would live as if they were trapped in barrels, which is the spiritual equivalent of death.  
 
4) Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank quotes Rav Yaakov Klemes, who was the Chief Rabbi of Moscow, as ruling 
that the mitzvah of honoring one's parents cannot be performed via an agent. As proof, he cites the 
Gemora in Kiddushin (32a) which discusses what a child should do if his father asks him to bring him a 
glass of water at the same time that he also has another mitzvah, such as burying the dead, to perform. 
One opinion maintains that the son should fulfill the other mitzvah at the expense of his father's drink, as 
both the father and the son are obligated to honor Hashem by performing mitzvos. A second opinion 
argues that this is not always the proper course of conduct, explaining that if the other mitzvah can be 
performed by somebody else, the son should allow the other person to do the mitzvah and he should tend 
to his father's request. From the fact that the Gemora only discusses the scenario in which the other 
mitzvah can be performed by somebody else but doesn't entertain the possibility that the father's drink can 
be brought by an agent, Rav Klemes concludes that the mitzvah of honoring one's parents cannot be 
performed by an intermediary. However, Rav Tzvi Pesach adds that this argument is not absolutely 
conclusive, and the subject needs further study. 
 
 
© 2017 by Ozer Alport. To subscribe, send comments, or sponsor an issue, email oalport@optonline.net  



N  

Vol 28 # 6              PLEASANT RIDGE NEWSLETTER                                   s”xc   
z”ga, A Kehilas Prozdor Publication 
 (c) 1990-2017 Rabbi Leibie Sternberg              (Monsey/Spring Valley Z’manim)           ,uguca-rcsnc :,arp 
 http://www.prozdor.com          Candles Mincha     Daf Yomi     Shachris     a”ezx 
                                                                                                                                                     Friday       8:00                        7:00                                                         9:11 
        Shabbos             1:45/7:55        7:15           9:00                           9:11 
                                                                                                                                                            Sunday                             8:10                7:30           8:00                  9:11 

 
 
:  
 
 
 

This issue is dedicated:   
hukv auchhk vsuvh r”c vfkn h,run hnt b”zku    ktuna r”c ctz irvt crv hrun hct b”zk    

Dedications ($18) and appreciations may be sent to: Kehilas Prozdor, 8 GreenHill Lane, Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977 (845) 354-7240 
As this contains Divrei Torah and partial Pesukim, it should be treated with proper respect, both during and after use 

ohhj cegh r”c ovrct b”zku     hukv ejmh r”c krgp b”zku     

 

IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Berachos 21a) derives a Torah obligation to recite a 
brocho before Torah study from: ubhektk ksd ucv tret ‘s oa hf. 
Apparently, despite the fact that the brocho’s “coverage” is not 
disturbed by the distractions of working, napping, bathing or 
using facilities during the day, it must be “renewed” every 
morning at dawn. If it is a Torah obligation, why doesn’t its 
coverage end at night, like all other daily mitzvos ? Furthermore, 
if the Torah has determined for some reason that it extends 
overnight until dawn, why does the Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 47:13) 
rule that if one awakened before dawn and wishes to study Torah, 
he should say Birchos HaTorah then, and need not repeat it when 
dawn arrives ? Doesn’t dawn mark the new day and new 
obligation ? For this and other reasons, some Poskim consider the 
requirement to say Birchos HaTorah as Rabbinic, or that at least 
the Rabanan established its rules as they saw fit. The Magen 
Avraham (j”ut 47:12)  points out that the Shulchan Aruch does 
not clearly require a new brocho if one slept during the day or 
after one stayed up all night studying. If neither sleep nor a new 
day is the catalyst, why do we need to say a new brocho each 
morning ? R’ Akiva Eiger suggests that after a daily obligation 
was established in the Gemara, there arose a Machlokes Rishonim 
over whether it is sleep or a new day that it is based on. As such, 
when only one factor is present, no brocho should be said, epxn. 
However, under normal circumstances, both factors are present 
every morning, requiring the brocho. R’ Akiva Eiger adds that in 
a situation where one slept during the day, and then later stayed 
up the entire following night (as many do going into Shavuos) he 
should recite Birchos HaTorah in the morning b”nn – either way, 
because whether it is sleep or a new day that creates a new 
obligation, he has experienced both. However, other Acharonim 
note that perhaps only night sleep obligates, or that if one slept by 
day, when he davened Maariv and said okug ,cvt he was tmuh 
Birchas HaTorah. As such, vagnk, those who stay up all night are 
accustomed to hearing Birchos HaTorah after dawn on Shavuos 
morning from one who slept during the night.     

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When must one wash his hands that are clean physically and 
ritually, and not to prepare for anything that requires washing ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Must one feed small children before eating oneself, like for animals ? )  
The Teshuvos V’Hanhagos (6:44) suggests that the theory behind 
feeding one’s animals first is to generate feelings of ,ubnjr in us 
towards animals. However, such feelings toward one’s small 
children are natural and need not be enforced.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one began a meal on Rosh Chodesh, even if he finished and 
wishes to bentsch after Rosh Chodesh has passed, he still recites 
tchu vkgh in the Birchas HaMazon. However, if he davens Maariv 
before bentsching, even before the Shekiyah, he has ended Rosh 
Chodesh, and does not say tchu vkgh. (MB 424:1)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Sotah  20a) states that when a Sotah woman drank 
the bitter waters and its punishing effect on her became obvious, 
those present would exclaim “Take her out !” apparently 
concerned that her imminent death would result in Tum’ah within 
the Mishkan/Beis Hamikdash. The Gemara asks, since the Sotah 
procedure took place in the middle area of the Bnei Yisrael’s 
encampment known as the v-huk vbjn, described in the Posuk as: 
,sgv ifank chcx ubjh ohukvu, there should not have been any 
concern, since a corpse or someone who became Tomay from a 
corpse is permitted to be in that area. We see this derived from 
Moshe who took the bones of Yosef with him (ung) and the 
Gemara adds: u,mhjnc ung – with him in his section, which was 
the Levite camp. If Yosef’s bones could be there, why would a 
Sotah dying there be a concern ? The Gemara agrees and explains 
the concern differently. However, the Tosafos Shantz asks why 
the Gemara did not simply answer that a person Tomay from a 
corpse was Rabbinically forbidden to enter the Levite area ? He 
answers that the Rabbinic decree only applies to one who is about 
to enter the Levite area in a state of corpse Tum’ah. However, one 
who is in the Levite area already and becomes Tomay there 
(including the corpse itself) need not leave. Thus, if the Sotah 
woman should die there from the bitter water, there would be no 
mandate to remove her immediately, as the area is impervious to 
corpse Tum’ah. This distinction is necessary in light of the maxim 
stated by the TaZ (s”uh 117:1) that wherever the Torah specifically 
permitted something, the Chachomim were not allowed to decree 
stringencies or prohibitions. As such, Chazal characterized Moshe 
with Yosef’s bones as a pre-existing arrangement within the 
Levite camp before it was officially designated as v-huk vbjn, thus 
permitting the bones to remain there, and the Chachomim were 
not permitted to disturb that Heter. However, they were permitted 
to prohibit one who was Tomay from a corpse from entering the 
Levite area, as the Torah had not specifically permitted that.    

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The home of R’ Shmuel Deutsch in Yerushalayim was constantly open to 
the poor who needed a meal, the despondent who needed advice or the 
broken-hearted who needed encouragement. R’ Shmuel also involved 
himself quietly in the plight of widows, orphans, the sick and those with 
Shalom Bayis difficulties. His hand was always ready with a coin for the 
needy or a check to help someone’s floundering business. Many 
wondered where his money came from and it was only well after his 
passing that it became known how a man from outside Eretz Yisroel 
who was very close to him gave him 100 gold Napoleons to do with as 
he wished. R’ Shmuel immediately opened a Gemach, unique in its 
policy that the Gemach never asked for the money to be repaid. One of 
R’ Shmuel’s daughters was once approached on the street by a Jew who 
said to her: “Your father has caused me feelings of disgrace (,ubuhzc).” 
To her surprised look, the man explained “Your father lent me a large 
amount to restore my business and never asked me to repay it. From 
that time forward, whenever he saw me on the street, he would quickly 
turn up a side street and disappear. If we ended up facing each other on 
the same block he would turn around and make a quick getaway, all to 
avoid reminding me of my debt”.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Glatt family.  
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וידבר ד' אל משה במדבר סיני “ 1:1

באהל מועד, באחד לחדש השני בשנה 

 ”השנית לצאתם מארץ מצרים לאמר

“Hashem spoke to Moshe in Midbar Sinai, in the Ohel 

Moed, on the first of the second month, in the 

second year after their exodus from the land of 

Mitzrayim, saying.” Rashi – “ מתוך חבתן לפניו מונה

וכשנפלו בעגל מנאן , כשיצאו ממצרים מנאן. אותם כל שעה

. וכשבא להשרות שכינתו עליהם מאנם, לידע מנין הנותרים

ובאחד באיר מנאם, באחד בניסן הוקם המשכן ” – “Due to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s love for Klal Yisroel, He counts 

them at all times.  When they left Mitzrayim, He 

counted them, and when they fell at the sin of the 

Eigel, He counted them to determine the number of 

those who remained.  And when He came to rest His 

Divine Presence upon them, He counted them. On 

the first day of the month of Nisan, the Mishkan was 

erected, and on the first of Iyar, He counted them.”  

Rashi tells us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu counted Klal 

Yisroel numerous times, 3 times, because of His love 

for Klal Yisroel.  What does Rashi mean when he says, 

 that Hakodosh Boruch Hu counts Klal– ”כל שעה“

Yisroel “at all times?”  Additionally, it is the following 

Posuk in which Hakodosh Boruch Hu says that Klal 

Yisroel should be counted, and not this Posuk. Why 

does Rashi give his explanation of why Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu counted Klal Yisroel three times in one 

year, in this Posuk, which does not yet say anything 

about counting Klal Yisroel?  The following Divrei 

Torah will expound on this topic, and support the 

P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

באחד לחדש השני בשנה “ 1:1 – אמרי שפר 

 Rashi explains that Hakodosh Boruch Hu – ”השנית

counted Klal Yisroel again after the construction of 

the Mishkan.  The Mishkan was erected on the first 

day of Nisan, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu counted them 

on the first of Iyar.  Why did Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

wait for a month after the construction of the 

Mishkan to count Klal Yisroel?  According to Halacha, 

a dwelling place is not considered permanent until 

one has inhabited it for thirty days (There are 

ramifications in Halacha as to whether one is a 

resident or not – if he has to participate in 

community expenses, etc…).  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

only counted Klal Yisroel after the Mishkan stood for 

thirty days, and the Shechina resided there.   After 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu showed His love for Klal Yisroel 

by making the Mishkan His permanent abode (being 

there for thirty days), He counted them.   

ב"רע   – ”באחד לחדש השני בשנה השנית“ 1:1 - 

Rashi is coming to explain to us why Sefer Bamidbar 

begins with Klal Yisroel being counted, and not 

Pesach Sheini, which is what the Sefer should have 

really started with.  However, as Rashi explains in 

Parshas Beha’aloscha, the Pesach Sheini is a גנות, a 

disgrace, for Klal Yisroel, while their being counted 

shows Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s love for them.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted to begin the Sefer with 

showing His love for them, and that is why Sefer 

Bamidbar begins with Klal Yisroel being counted.   

הםיצב אבר   – 1:1 “ אל משה במדבר ' וידבר ד

 Why does Rashi say on this Posuk – ”סיני באהל מועד

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu counted Klal Yisroel 

because He loved them, and not on the following 

Posuk which actually speaks about the command to 

count Klal Yisroel?  Bamidbar Rabbah 1:1 – Tehillim 

36:7 “ ומשפטיך תהום רבה, צדקתך כהררי אל ” – “Your 

righteousness is like the mighty mountains.”  The 

reward (צדקה) that You bring upon the world is 

widely known like these mighty mountains, and Your 

judgments (משפטיך) are like the vast deep waters – 

meaning that the punishments that You mete out in 

this world is hidden like the deep waters.   Just as the 

deep waters are hidden, so too, the punishments that 

You bring upon the world are hidden.  When 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu comes to exalt Klal Yisroel, He 

publicizes on which day, in which location, in which 

month, in which year, and in which era it occurred.  

As we see in the beginning of Sefer Bamidbar, the 

Torah delineates all the aspects aforementioned, and 

then the next Posuk begins, “ שאו את ראש כל עדת בני

 Lift up the heads of the entire assembly of“ – ”ישראל

B’nei Yisroel.”  Based upon this Medrash we can 

explain why Rashi gave his P’shat on this Posuk.  By 

the fact that the Torah gave all of the details to this 

occurrence, we know that it was good for Klal Yisroel, 

and that is why Rashi says on this Posuk, that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s counting of Klal Yisroel 

showed His love for them.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   – Hakdamah to Sefer 

Bamidbar – The end of Sefer Shemos tells us about 

the construction of the Mishkan.  Sefer Vayikra is 

devoted entirely to the standards set for Klal Yisroel 

by this Sanctuary – in symbolic terms, by the 
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offerings, and in practical terms, by the laws that 

sanctify every aspect of daily life.  An outline is 

presented of the ideal to be translated into reality by 

every individual member of the nation, as well as by 

the whole nation.  The last chapter of Sefer Vayikra 

deals with נדרי קודש, which allows room, within the 

framework of Halacha, for one who might feel the 

need to express his personal relationship to the 

Sanctuary with a symbolic dedication of man’s value, 

or with the dedication of personal property to the 

Mishkan.  Sefer Bamidbar returns to the national 

reality.  It shows us Klal Yisroel as it actually is; it 

presents to us the actual nation in its relationship to 

the ideal of its calling as outlined in Sefer Vayikra.  It 

opens with the command to take a census of the 

nation as an עדה, a community, united by its 

common calling.  All of the independent members of 

the nation are to be counted, one by one. A census of 

this nature makes it clear to the nation’s 

representatives that the community is not merely an 

idea, but rather exists only in the actual totality of all 

its members.  At the same time, every individual is 

made aware that he personally “counts” as an 

important member of the community, and that the 

task that is passed on to the nation as a whole 

requires the faithfulness and devotion of each 

individual to the common calling.  Sefer Bamidbar 

begins with the counting of Klal Yisroel as “Hashem’s 

flock” for its Shepherd.  The nation is also counted 

according to groups of families and Shevatim, all of 

which belong to Hashem.  Every individual passes 

under the staff of his Shepherd and is counted as an 

independent member of the flock.   

שאו את ראש כל עדת בני “ 1:2 – תוספות ברכה 

 During the counting mentioned in Parshas – ”ישראל

Ki Sisa, Klal Yisroel were commanded to give a half 

Shekel. Being that each and every one needed to give 

exactly a half Shekel, the half Shekels were counted, 

and thereby the count of Klal Yisroel was known.  

Rashi explains that the reason for the giving of a half 

Shekel and Klal Yisroel not being counted directly, is 

because counting causes Ayin Hara, an evil eye.  If so, 

why here is there a direct counting not performed 

through some medium?  It says in Bamidbar Rabbah 

12 that until the construction of the Mishkan, there 

were Mazikin wreaking havoc, and causing damage 

through Ayin Hara.  However, after the construction 

of the Mishkan and the Shechina residing here in this 

world, all of the Mazikin were no longer here, along 

with their creating potential damage through Ayin 

Hara.  Based on this Medrash, we can explain that the 

first counting was done before the construction of 

the Mishkan, and therefore Klal Yisroel needed to be 

careful with Ayin Hara, so they counted through 

Shekalim.  In this Parsha, it was after the construction 

of the Mishkan, and there was no longer fear of Ayin 

Hara, therefore Klal Yisroel were able to be counted 

directly.   

שאו את ראש כל עדת בני “ 1:2 - ישא ברכה 

מתוך חיבתן  מונה אותם כל שעה“ – Rashi – ”ישראל

 Due to Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s love for Klal“ – ”לפניו

Yisroel He counted them at all times.”  Rashi tells us 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu counted Klal Yisroel three 

times; what is the meaning of, “כל שעה” – “All the 

time?” When counting something, one must have 

items of the same category in order to be counted 

together.  One does not count two different types of 

items, such as counting tables and chairs together.  

They are two different items, and must be counted 

separately.  If so, how could Klal Yisroel be counted 

when they are of so many types and categories?  

When Klal Yisroel all love each other, they tie 

themselves together, and they all become one.  What 

one is missing, the others have, and together they 

become one complete being.  “כל שעה”, when Klal 

Yisroel are one with each other, then Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu counts “all the good times” of each person 

and connects it all together, and counts it all for 

good.  Klal Yisroel can all be counted together for 

they are like one, and all of their good is combined to 

be one complete nation – called Klal Yisroel.   

 Hoshea 2:1,2 – Haftorah Parshas – ברכת חיים 

Bamidbar “ והיה מספר בני ישראל כחול הים אשר לא

ושמו ...ונקבצו . ל חי-יאמר להם בני א...ימד ולא יספר

 The number of the B’nei Yisroel“ – ”להם ראש אחד

shall be like the sand of the sea, which can neither be 

measured nor counted… it shall be said of them, ‘The 

children of the living G-d.’ They shall be gathered 

together… and they shall appoint for themselves one 

leader.”  How could it be that Klal Yisroel would really 

resemble the sand of the sea, which can neither be 

measured nor counted?  Rather the intention of the 

Posuk is to refer to when one performs the Rotzon 

Hashem, and toils in Torah properly, then each 
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individual is considered like many individuals, 

dependent upon his understanding of the Torah and 

his toiling in Torah.  This way there will in fact be 

many of Klal Yisroel like the sand of the sea, which 

can neither be measured nor counted.  When Odom 

Harishon sinned, he caused a defect in the letter א'  

from אדם, which is the Rosh of אדם, man. What was 

left from אדם was דם.  As a result, death was brought 

to the world, for that is represented by דם, blood.  By 

Odom’s sin, he caused separation, and therefore the 

'א  was removed, which is the number one, 

representing unity.  The toil of Torah is alluded to in 

the letter א' , as it says in Iyov 33:33 “אאלפך חכמה.”  

The way for a person to complete himself and re-

obtain the א'  which was lost by the sin of Odom is 

through toiling in Torah.   Additionally, it is through 

the Torah that Klal Yisroel are called בנים למקום, 

children of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  “ ל -יאמר להם בני א

 By toiling in Torah one becomes, “the children – ”חי

of the living G-d” as the Gematria of אלף (the letter א'  

spelled out) is the same as the words, “ ל חי-בני א ” -

 By learning Torah one – ”ושמו להם ראש אחד“  .111

returns the א'  to the head of the word אדם, and 

makes the person one again.   

ם שיק"מהר   - 1:1 “ אל משה במדבר ' וידבר ד

 Rashi says that because Hakodosh – ”סיני באהל מועד

Boruch Hu loved Klal Yisroel, He kept on counting 

them.  There is direct Hashgacha Pratis on each and 

every person which is not seen, though this 

Hashgacha Pratis is not equal by all.  The Hashgacha 

of a Yid is greater than a non-Jew, and the Yid who is 

a Tzaddik has a greater Hashgacha than one who is 

not a Tzaddik, as it says in the Rambam – Moreh 

Nevuchim.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu commands the 

nation Klal Yisroel to be counted numerous times to 

demonstrate that each person in Klal Yisroel is being 

watched over every moment, with Hashgacha Pratis.  

Each Yid has that which he must be Mesaken, and he 

causes there to be a Tikun in the world Above.   

בשנה השנית לצאתם “ 1:1 – נועם אלימלך 

 By Yetzias Mitzrayim, Klal Yisroel – ”מארץ מצרים

were removed from the 49th level of Tumah and 

placed into a place of Kedusha.  When one does 

Teshuva, he is taken out of the Klipos (Tumah) and 

placed into Kedusha, and this is also called Yetzias 

Mitzrayim.  It is called, “בשנה השנית” for in the Sefer 

Yetzirah this world is called, “שנה,” and the שנית, the 

“second” refers to the second redeeming of the 

person when he does Teshuva, just as he was 

redeemed from Mitzrayim.     

“ 1:1  - באר משה  אל משה במדבר סיני ' וידבר ד

 What is the significance of the Torah – ”באהל מועד

mentioning that it was the second year from when 

Klal Yisroel left Mitzrayim? The Posuk is telling us that 

within each and every Yid there is the Koach for 

renewal in all situations in all times – one can do 

Teshuva and return to Hashem.  We learn this from 

Yetzias Mitzrayim, for it was there that we went from 

the depths of Tumah to great heights of Taharah.  As 

it says in the Sefer תשואות חן in the name of the Ba’al 

Shem Tov, that Klal Yisroel were so steeped in the 

Tumah of Mitzrayim, that it was almost impossible 

for them to return to Hashem.  However, a great 

Koach from below the Kisai Hakovod was revealed to 

Klal Yisroel, completely out of the boundaries of 

nature, and Klal Yisroel had the strength to return to 

Hashem.  The Torah repeats the Inyan of Yetzias 

Mitzrayim numerous times so that the sinner should 

never despair from returning to Hashem.  “באחד” – 

When one connects himself with “One” – with 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu Who is complete Oneness, 

then, “לחדש” – he is Zoche to have a renewal, as if he 

is a completely different person.  “השני” – He 

becomes as if he is a second person, no connection to 

the person who sinned and rebelled against 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu. “לצאתם מארץ מצרים לאמר” – 

Yetzias Mitzrayim, “לאמר” must constantly be 

reviewed, - this is a message for all future 

generations, that one must know that just as in 

Mitzrayim Klal Yisroel had a transformation for the 

good, so too one who is not on the right track of 

Ruchniyos, he can always return and have a complete 

transformation.  The Zohar Hakodosh says on this 

Posuk that Yetzias Mitzrayim took place in the first 

month of the year. We know this from a Posuk in the 

Torah – what is the Zohar coming to tell us?  The 

Zohar is telling us that from Yetzias Mitzrayim, from 

this first month of the year, is the root of all 

redemptions.  It is from there we know that that we 

can always be redeemed from the Tumah in this 

world.  We must strengthen ourselves with this 

knowledge, that there is always chance for 

Hischadshus, renewal.  We can go from the narrow 

exile, and return to Ruchniyos, true freedom.   
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 Each – ”במספר שמות“ 1:2 – תורת רבי יהונתן 

person has a name with which he is referred to 

Above, and according to those names each individual 

of Klal Yisroel was counted.  The actual physical Klal 

Yisroel was not counted, as it is prohibited to do so, 

rather they wrote down all of the names of Klal 

Yisroel, and counted those names.  This is not 

considered counting people, rather it is counting 

names.   

 These two – ”במדבר סיני“ 1:1 – רבינו אפרים 

words are the same Gematria as בשלום – in peace.  

From the day that Klal Yisroel left Mitzrayim, they 

traveled בקטטה, quarreling, until they came to 

Midbar Sinai, where there they came together in 

peace and became one.  As it says in Shemos 19:2 

 And Yisroel (singular) rested“ – ”ויחן שם ישראל“

there.”  The words “במדבר סיני” is also the same 

Gematria as “כבוד שמו” – “Honor for His Name” and 

honor refers to Torah, as it says in Mishlei 3:35 “ כבוד

 The Chachomim inherit honor.”  The“ – ”חכמים ינחלו

honor of Hakodosh Boruch Hu is when His children 

learn Torah Lishma.  Tehillim 96:8 “ כבוד שמו' הבו לד ” 

– “Render unto Hashem honor worthy of His Name” – 

Bring Hakodosh Boruch Hu a gift that you toiled in 

Torah for the honor of His Name.  “ שאו מנחה ובאו

 Raise up an offering and come into His“ – ”לחצרותיו

courtyards” – Bring with you your Torah Lishma, an 

offering for Hakodosh Boruch Hu, when you depart 

from Olam Hazeh, and you will be Zoche to see the 

Shechina, and be in the courtyard of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.   

 Sivan – Klal Yisroel were – אהבת דוד  

Mekabel the Torah in the month of Sivan.  The Mazal 

of the month of Sivan is תאומים, twins, which is to be 

a Remez to Klal Yisroel.  At the time when each and 

every individual of Klal Yisroel considers in his heart 

that Klal Yisroel are like twins all coming from one 

womb, and are like one, that is when they are Zoche 

to be Mekabel the Torah.  מדבר סיני is the same 

Gematria as שלום, as a Remez that in order to be 

Zoche to be Mekabel the Torah that they received in 

Midbar Sinai, there needs to be Sholom amongst Klal 

Yisroel.   

 Perhaps now we can understand what Rashi 

means when he says that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

counted Klal Yisroel, “כל שעה”, and why Rashi says on 

the first Posuk in the Parsha, that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu counted Klal Yisroel numerous times showing His 

love for Klal Yisroel.  Parshas Bamidbar is always the 

Parsha before the Yom Tov of Shavuos, for there is 

much to be learned from this Parshah about Kabbalas 

Hatorah. Kabolas Hatorah is not for individuals, 

rather it is for the individual nation called Klal Yisroel.  

Klal Yisroel must come together, as one, and that is 

how they can receive the Torah.  There was a 

counting of each Yid, yet they all needed to be one.  

This means that while there is individuality, to the 

extent that each person must know that he is 

important to Hakodosh Boruch Hu and to Klal Yisroel, 

one must nullify himself and connect himself to the 

singular body called Klal Yisroel.  How can Klal Yisroel 

connect to each other?  It is through humility and the 

study of the Torah Hakdosha.  One must know that 

no matter what level he is on in Ruchniyos, he can 

always do Teshuva and return to Hashem.  Hashem 

awaits his Teshuva.  “כל שעה” – By Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu allowing Klal Yisroel the opportunity for 

Hischadshus, to do Teshuva and return to Him “at all 

times,” this shows the greatest love for Klal Yisroel.  It 

is when Klal Yisroel do Teshuva and are all one, that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu can count them, for they are all 

one. Rashi says on the first Posuk in the Parsha that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s counting Klal Yisroel showed a 

great love for them, for their doing Teshuva and 

learning Torah, which is Meramez in this Posuk, is the 

first step for their being counted – and that showed 

the greatest love for Klal Yisroel. Rashi says that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu counted Klal Yisroel after the 

Chet Ha’eigel, to see how many were left over.  For 

“left over” Rashi used the word “נותר.”  The 

difference between נותר and  שיריים - which both 

mean “leftover” is that by נותר what is left over is 

what is important, while by the word ירייםש , the 

leftover is not important – what was there originally 

was important, and this is just the leftovers.  Rashi is 

stressing to us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu deems us to 

be very important.  He wants us to do Teshuva, and 

counts us often as a show of His love for us.  May we 

be Zoche to do a proper Teshuva before the Yom Tov, 

and be one with the rest of Klal Yisroel, so that we be 

Zoche to be Mekabel the Torah on the upcoming Yom 

Tov of Shavuos – Matan Torah.   
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“And HASHEM said to Moshe, “Descend, warn the people, lest they break through to HASHEM to see, 

and a multitude of them will fall.’” – Shemos 19:21  

The moment in history  

The entire nation – every man, woman and child – was gathered at the foot of Har Sinai for what was to 

be the greatest revelation in the annals of history. HASHEM’s voice was about to be heard. 

In addition to the transmission of the Torah, the event would forever carve into human awareness the 

understanding that HASHEM is the Creator. Never before or since has a generation reached that level of 

understanding. Chazal say that the heavens and earth were opened to the Jewish people, and everyone 

there reached the level of prophecy.   

However, there were limitations; the people could only go so far. There is only so much that a human can 

withstand and not go into sensory overload. Therefore, HASHEM told Moshe, “Warn them that whoever 

will touch the mountain will die.” Moshe was to ascend alone. The rest of the nation had to remain below. 

Yet directly before the receiving of the Torah, HASHEM told Moshe to go down and warn the people a 

second time not to go up the mountain. Rashi explains why HASHEM repeated the warning: “Because of 

their deep desire to see HASHEM, they might ascend the mountain.” Even though they were warned 

previously, and even though they knew that going up would spell their death, they might still go up 

because of a powerful craving to be close to HASHEM.  

They were already warned 

This Rashi seems difficult to understand. If HASHEM told them not go up, and it was explained that the 

penalty for doing so would be death, wouldn’t that be enough to stop them from violating HASHEM’s 

command?   

What makes this question particularly troubling is that this generation understood the gravity of their 

actions. They lived through the makkos and then kriyas Yam Suf. They saw the glory and power of 

HASHEM. At that moment, they were privy to a level of understanding that few humans have ever 

achieved, which means that they not only understood that HASHEM didn’t want them going up to the 

actual mountain, they also understood that if they did, they would surely die.   

Breaking into Fort Knox 

As a parallel, imagine we were to meet a man with an extraordinary desire for money. Nothing stops him. 

He’ll steal, cheat, lie, swindle — anything to make his fortune. But even he won’t be tempted to break 

into Fort Knox. The armed guards standing there with their machine guns poised are so threatening, and 



  

the danger is so real, that despite his great desire for money, the certainty of his death would prevent him 

from even thinking of breaking in.  

So too, the generation at Sinai fully understood the consequences of moving forward. How would it be 

possible that they would still be tempted to go up the mountain?  

Human comprised of distinct parts 

The answer to this question seems to be based on a fundamental understanding of man.  

To make man, HASHEM took opposites entities and molded them into one. Within me is a part with 

deep-set needs to do that which is noble and proper — and within me is a part that just doesn’t care. The 

part of me that only wants that which is good is made up of pure intelligence — sechel. The part of me 

that doesn’t care about anything other than my own needs is made up of base instincts and desires — the 

Nefesh Ha’Bahami.  

My sechel clearly recognizes HASHEM as the source of everything and only wishes to be close to my 

Creator. It actually hungers to be close to HASHEM and pulls me that way. My Nefesh Ha’Bahami can’t 

recognize or understand anything other than drives and desires, hungers and appetites. It can’t see 

HASHEM, nor does it care to. 

The reason that I have such conflicting desires, interests, goals, and passions is that these two parts of me, 

these complete opposites, are each battling for primacy over me. So I deeply crave being close to 

HASHEM and I also just don’t care. Same me, just different elements coming to the surface. 

Taivah to be close to HASHEM  
The Mesillos Yesharim explains that by nature, I would be pulled towards HASHEM like a piece of iron 

is to a magnet. It is the layers and layers of physicality that block the pull. He writes that my sole focus in 

life should be to break through those layers of physicality until I am again drawn after HASHEM like iron 

to a magnet.  

The role of mitzvos 
The reason that we find serving HASHEM difficult, and the reason we find experiencing HASHEM’s 

presence elusive, is because of the layers and layers of desires, instincts, and passions that cover up and 

block our nishoma’s receptivity. It’s almost like putting a fine radio receiver into a concrete bomb shelter. 

The radio waves are in the air, but the tons of concrete will block them.  

The way that a person increases his spiritual receptivity is by keeping and learning the Torah, the ultimate 

system of self-perfection. All of the mitzvos strengthen my nishoma and help to break the hold the Nefesh 

Ha’Bahami has over me. The more a person is involved in learning Torah and doing mitzvos, the stronger 

the nishoma becomes, and the easier it is for him to experience HASHEM.   

The Klal Yisroel had a taivah to be close to HASHEM  
The answer to the question on Rashi seems to be that when the Jewish people were standing at the base of 

Har Sinai, they reached unprecedented levels of spirituality. Their outside casing had very little influence 

on them. Their pure nishomas came to the fore. In that state, man is irresistibly drawn to his Creator — 

pulled, mesmerized. Consequences don’t matter; results are irrelevant. The human needs to be close to 

HASHEM.  



  

HASHEM was warning Moshe of the inherent danger. Since they were going to see HASHEM so clearly, 

they would also feel an almost unstoppable urge for closeness to Him. That pull could be so strong that 

some individuals might go beyond the limit. Even though they were aware of the risk to their lives, it 

wouldn’t stop them because of their insatiable desire to be close to HASHEM. And so, HASHEM told 

Moshe, “Warn them again.” 

In our world – learning to experience HASHEM  
There is a very real lesson for us in this. From time to time, we may find it difficult to daven properly, or 

it may be hard to feel the spirituality of Shabbos. These difficulties are the natural consequence of our 

physical side. If we aren’t constantly learning and growing in ruchniyus, the physical part of us will 

become stronger, making it ever more difficult to experience HASHEM’s presence.  

However, we are also pure sechel. There is a part of each of us that deeply craves speaking to our Creator. 

There is a component in us that hungers for spiritual growth. By learning Torah and doing mitzvos with 

fervor and energy, I bring that part to the fore until it becomes stronger, and my physical side becomes 

weaker. That is how I grow. But not only do I grow, I grow in my desire to be more spiritual, to learn 

more, to daven with more kavanah. It begins an upward spiral. By putting this process into practice, a 

person can continue to grow throughout life, reaching higher levels and thereby fulfilling the reason he 

was put on this planet — to perfect himself and to enjoy that level of perfection for eternity. 

 

For more on this topic please listen to Shmuz #74 - D’Vaikus in Our Times 

Rabbi Shafier is the founder of the Shmuz.com  – The Shmuz is an engaging, motivating shiur 

that deals with real life issues. 
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