
,grm gdb h,,bu vzjtk ofk i,b hbt rat igbf .rt kt utc, hf
of,zjt .rt ,hcc (sk-sh) shxpnu hk gnua ost iht -

     t,uhbunyn ohhrunt ubhnyva hpk 'ovhkg ohtc ohgdbva ovk thv vruac h"ar
.,ub gdbv hsh kgu 'rcsnc ktrah uhva vba ohgcrt kf ovh,c ,urhec cvz ka
/u,hc ,t .,bk u,hc ,urhec ,grm gdb uk aha vzk vumn vru,v /k"fg itmunu ,hcv
hta vtrb racv hbhgc tukv 'utruc ,uumn ohheh lhtv sutn tuv aauj ahtv vz
uz vrmk ;xubcu 'uatr ,j, dd ,rue tkk tuv rtab lfc hrv 'rcsc sungk rapt
lhtvu 'oh,c hgdbc abgb lfku tuv tyuj hf ihcn vturv kf hf kusd iuckg uk ;xu,hb
kych ostv vz ot 'lphvk vcrst hf vru, vznr lfk 'vzf rcs vru,v uhkg vkhyn
'unhg chyvk hgmntf vmh,bv ana, ',ubucaj oua ,uagk hkcn utruc iumrk ubumr
,t cua ,ubck u,kufhc vhvha vn sckn ztu iunynv ,t tmnh vz hsh kg teus hf

 /tmna iunynv ,ufzc raugu iuvk vfzh 'vkhj,cf u,hc
'vru,ca ,uumn kfk snk v,t itfn lt 'ohgdb ,uumnc itf vru, vznr vz rcs     
khgk rfzbv iputc ohngpk 'vnhhekn uthbvk rmhv vxbn ostv vc v uumna vumn kf
ushryna vnc ohngpku 'kgupc vnhhek lhha tk uz vumn hf ohhbhg ,zhjt uc rrugna
ann obht ot ;tu 'uhkg kyunv ,t jufak yuap uk ohnrud rat ohbua ohbhbgc
ukhjsc vkukm vcajn lu,n hutrv iputc v,uagk ohjhbn obht ouen kfn ohjhfan
kgp,vk ubhkg ihta vznru 'vru, vbuuf ukuf kkfv kg hf ihcvk ubhkg if kgu 'unhjru

 

vtnyu sk, vceb otu /// ohnh ,gca vtnyu rfz vskhu ghrz, hf vat
wtfuaj udn ehpbs tkt truvb ,hkw ihhbgc - wudu ohhguca

     `'rhtn r"t 'weujrnk hgs tatw s"vv 'wudu ghrz, hf vat" '(wc s"h) arsnc t,h
kg vtsuv rhac kue ,thab) vrha iuak ',ubuak h,a anan wtatw 'vzv iuakv
[/t"h ihfrg] trndc t,ht ifu 'wvrnz [c kue] utaw rntba unfu 'vkce,va vcuyv
'w;,fcw rntba gnann utah ;,fc ovhkg asuev ,sucg hf 'i,b tk ,ve hbckuw
(wvrnz utaw rnut tuv ifu 'vrha iuak tkt wutahw iht 'wutahw k",n 'wutahwa gsuh hbht
'ubhhvu '[wufu vae iuak ruchs kfw /t"h ,ufn wg] wvae iuakw tuva) ruchs iuaku
iuak 'ohehsm ka (icuy) ijca kg 'vrha iuak '(vaev ihs ,esmvc ctuf kue ,thab
'ut 'vrhac kue] tatw thv cu,fv ,buuf f"tu) 'ohgar ka i,kpn kg 'ruchs
ohehsmv ka {icuy} ijca {k} kg 'h,cajn] whgs [ratf '{k"bf} ihsv ,esmvc
ohgarv ka i,kpn [k} kg ut 'ukuec ohgnua obhtu grv ormhk eujrn ohsnugv
v,hv vkufh uz varsa vnn okut 'ukuec ohgnua obhtu w,h wvk eujrn ohsnugv
'weujr {snuga 'garv ka u,kpn ut 'ehsmv ka ujca}kw rntb vhv ot od arshvk
oheujrv kg rntb weujrnkw '([ikvksfu 'uz vkhnn sug aursk lrum ah 'weujrnkw tku
'wohehsm ka ijcaw ka cmnk wohgar ka i,kpnw ka cmnn) eujrn utcu ucre,ba
ukg,vu v,kpnu ,ugar ka cmnv og hnhna guhx jufn vjkmvc ussun,va 'ubhhvu

lfu lf hf ubt ohtur otcu 'rmhv ka uh,unhznu uhnuhtn kkfu kkf kgp,vk ubhkg
vbunt lu,n uc juyck ot hf 'trucv huuhm rjt rvrvk ubk iht vru, ubhkg v,uum
kwwzj urnta unfu 'w,h ubumr rjt ,unhn,c tknku 'uwwj ,ugrv tm, tk u,tn hf

/"shxpnu hk gnua ost iht" :(wv inhx ws varp vcr ohrcs)
'ubunn rxjn vrutfk hrv vnhhenv vz 'vesm ,umnc if od ubt ohtur vz ihgf     
vuvn vnuhe omga ubk ukhd kwwzj lt 'sxpvf ohrcsv hbp ohtrb rac hbhgcu
cu,fv rntn kg (/y ,hbg,) uarsa unfu 'lphvk tku vfrcv ,t thcvk vchx
,gs kckcn rmhv lt 'rag,,a khcac rag ) rag, rag (cf 'sh ohrcs)
ka u,cajn lkhv vb,an vz hsh kgu 'vnhn,v vbuntv uhkgn rhxvk ostv
ubhkg lt 'ubunn rxjn er tuv uhp kga hgcyv cmnc er tuv ibuc,nu 'ostv
if kg ub,ut v,pn rmhva vnn lphvv ,t ujhycv k"z ubhnfju rjtn hf ,gsk
lrc,h tuvu 'uc ubhbhg ,uk,ku ohnaca ubhct iumr ,unhn,c ohhek ubhkg

 /ostv ka u,hc lu,c vfrcv ,t thch rcf uh,uchxc
uhkg 'ezb vzht uk ordb vaga vuumn vzht ,njn hf ostv vtur ot od lt      
kfc rhfvk ubk rapt htu r,xvv okug tuv ubhnkug 'vhuudc zubd tcuy hf ihntvk
iumr ,hhag ,njna ,tzf lhha tk lt 'ostv ka u,cuy uc iuny lhtv rcs
ezbv vz hf vwwcev vtra jrfvc if otu 'uvakf ezb hshk ostv tuch ,wwhav
vnumg vcuyk zwwhg vfzha ut 'vkusd vjuurv ;uxck uk thc,a tuv uk ordba
rnta vnc vrurc vbuntc ihnthu 'vz kg ibut,vk uk iht if kg 'ohhbjur ohbhbgc

/vcuyk ufrs ,t c,bna vz tuv vwwcevu 'shxpnu hk gnua ost ihta vwwcev
kue ,tak ah vz hnhna guhxu icuyu ijca kgu 'vcuyu vjcau ,uesm ka cmn kt
ohfhrm uhva vn kg od tkt 'lf kg er tka ';hxuvk ahu 'wvk vtsuv rhac
i,drsk ufz uz ,ussun,v jufn era iuhf 'gurv ka cmnv hhae og ssun,vk

] wtfuaj udn ehpbs tkt truvb ,hkw hrva 'vcdabveeee""""vvvvuuuuzzzzod ubhmn ifu '[/s"pe wc 
/(wvshegwv iuhxb hhae og u,ussun,v jufn ubhct ovrct ka u,ukg,v hcdk

tahuw ch,fs tuv tsv 'eujrn tca u,ut ubhct ovrctk 'eujrnk hgs tatw     
wokug ka unuenw tuva kg wouenw trebv wv) ouenv ,t trhu 'uhbhg ,t ovrct
tuv hrva 'oumg iuhxb ukhcac vz vhvuw 'ubnn) "weujrn ([wy j"x vcr ,hatrc]
,ucre uk ,uhvk hutr vhv if otu 'lrc,h oav huuhmc ushjh ubc ,t yujak lkuv
,t yujak wv iumrc epepk ouen uk vhv luphvv uk vhva vznu ',ta r,hc wv
h,gnaw iyav uk rnta vn ,t kceku 'xbc u,ubez ,gk uk skuba ushjh ubc
oav iumr ,uagk ezj,b vz kf ogu 'wejmh tku vkugk vava sudrpv hrujtn

] wr,uhc vkg,bu 'lrc,hwwww,,,,uuuuffffzzzzvvvv    rrrrppppxxxxwwwwk} wwwwoooo""""hhhhrrrrvvvv    hhhhaaaauuuusssshhhhjjjjwwww/([{ghrz, ,arp '
'wudu vtnyu /// ghrz, hf vatw cu,fk vz ihhbg ka ,ufhhav ,t ihcvk ahu     

c rtcnuwwww,,,,uuuuffffzzzzvvvv    rrrrppppxxxxwwwwvtnuy lanba vn uk vaeuva arsnv arpna vzu" '(oa) 
ah ubnna 'weujrnk hgs tatw cu,fv ,t thcv vz kgu 'ktrah ,c ut ic ,shkn
hcdk od tuv ifu 'rtc,bfu wtfuaj udn ehpbs tuvv tkt truvb ,hkws sunkk
- vkj,v hhae og ,ussun,v hsh kg era 'ktrah ,c ut ic ,shkn vtnuyv

/"r,uhc vkg,n thv ut tuv 'vtnuy ka wvshkw

R’ Eliyahu Lopian zt”l (quoted in P’ninim M’Shulchan Govoha) writes:

     “wostc vhv, hf ,grm gdbw - In the word wdbugw (pleasure), the letter Ayin is the first letter and Ayin (ihg) means eye.

wuatrc uhbhg ofjvw - a wise man has his eyes ahead of him. He studies the ramifications of his actions before he does

anything, and gains satisfaction from his carefully thought out deeds. In the word wgdbw (plague) the letter Ayin is last.

A fool first acts and only then does he see with his own eyes the damage that his impulsiveness wrought. When he

finally gets hit in the face with reality and opens up his eyes, he will then see a Nega.”

(Monsey, NY)

*6:23 - y"r dgpnd blt
7:32 - zay zexp zwlcd

8:49 - ̀ "n /rny z`ixw onf
9:25 - ̀ "xbd/ rny z`ixw onf

10:35 - ̀ "xbdl/dlitz onf seq
ycew zay dngd zriwy - 7:51

8:41 - miakekd z`v  w"yven
9:03 - mz epiaxl / k"d`v
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v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk
photographs are powerful weapons. People believe them,

but photographs do lie. They are only half-truths.”

nply : R’ Yochanan Zweig shlit’a explains that Lashon

Hara is like a photograph that captures a single moment in

time from a single perspective but fails to convey the context

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (24)

Memory Assistance (cont.): Activities That Cause
Forgetfulness. Before Pesach we listed a number of documented
activities that can make a person forgetful in general (vjfak vae),
and can make a person forget his learning (sunhkk vae). They
were, in short: Leaving a sefer open and going away; wiping
hands on one’s garment; wearing a garment inside out; sewing a
garment while wearing it; using garments as a pillow for
sleeping; looking at the face of dead body for more than a
glance; reading the writing on a tombstone that is elevated; a
man walking between ladies; a lady walking between two men;
learning and not having in mind to fulfill what he is learning;
sleeping in a Beis Medrash; eating the heart of an animal or bird;

eating bread that has not been fully baked; not washing hands
after the activities mentioned in Shulchan Aruch O.C. 4:18.
Are These Actually Forbidden? The Gemara in Menachos (1)

learns from posukim that there are one or more prohibitions in
the Torah that a person will transgress when he fills his head
with other things, and doesn’t bother reviewing his Torah

learning, in a way that makes him forget. This was discussed in a
previous issue. The question is: If one does any of the above
activities, does he also transgress this prohibition, or do we say

of that moment. Like that picture, Lashon Hara draws the

listener’s attention to a single misdeed or character flaw of the

victim, emphasizing one negative piece of information

without presenting the whole picture of who the person is, his

personality and his background. (Living Kiddush Hashem)  

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

that since he does them in an indirect, possibly non-certain way,
he has a right to eat what he wants, and the statements in the
Gemara regarding forgetfulness are just good advice? 
    R’ Menashe Klein zt”l (2) and ybdlch”t R’ Chaim Kanievsky

shlit’a (3) infer from the Sefer Chasidim (4) that there is no
prohibition. This is also the ruling of Chacham Rav Ovadia
Yosef zt”l in Shu’t Yabia Omer (5). However, other Poskim

disagree with this, including Shu’t Hisorerus Teshuva (6), the
Chazon Ish (quoted in Teshuvos V’hanhagos 1:3) and
Lehoros Noson (7), who all seem to feel that one who is not

careful and does the above-mentioned activities that cause
forgetfulness, do indeed transgress the issur(im).
Ladies. The Chavas Daas (8) assumes that ladies who do not
have the mitzvah of Talmud Torah do not need to be careful, and
may do all these activities. However, it is brought in Sefer
Halichos Beysah (9) that since a lady does have to learn and
remember the mitzvos that she is required to perform, she is
similar to a man in all the above. Additionally, in Sefer
Mishmeres Sholom (10) he writes that a lady who is pregnant
(and might be carrying a boy inside her womb) should be careful
not to do the things that cause one to forget Torah learning, since
it might somehow affect the unborn child.

R’ Moshe Mordechai Epstein zt”l (Rosh Yeshivah Knesses Yisroel Slabodka-Chevron) would say:

    “According to the halachos concerning a leper, a grumn who removes signs of his impurity becomes pure, but transgresses

the commandment: ‘Beware of the plague of leprosy.’ A leper remains isolated outside the camp. He is separated from his

family and relatives, set apart from his friends, and left isolated and alone. And this is in addition to the suffering he

experiences from the leprosy itself. Now there is a way for him to alleviate this suffering: he just has to tear away the signs

of his impurity and immediately purify himself. Therein lies his test: will he resist temptation and prefer to suffer in terrible

solitude, for an unknown time so as not to transgress a Torah prohibition? After all, all the suffering that he endures due to

tzaraas does not come close to what he will suffer in the World to Come if he transgresses a Torah prohibition.”

A Wise Man would say:

     “People’s rejection is the Almighty’s protection!”                                        



     One who sees a nega of tzaraas (leprosy) must leave the camp for 7 days, as it says "ohnh ,gca gdbv ,t rhdxvu". Why does
the Torah tell us to “seclude the plague”? We don’t seclude the nega - we seclude the person! Sefer Tiferes Avos explains
that when someone acts improperly, it is our job to remove the nega from OUR minds. We must learn to remove the blemish
and then view the person in a positive light! Never hold a grudge! THIS is the key to getting along with other people. How
often do we put a damper or completely destroy a relationship with those who are nearest and dearest to us over a triviality?
We can overlook years of kindness and caring because of one “NEGAgative” encounter or conversation! It is truly ridiculous! 
     The Mishna in Avos teaches: ",ufz ;fk ost kf ,t is huv" - “One should judge his fellow man favorably.” The Mishna doesn’t
say judge every man - it says judge the WHOLE man! Why? To teach us that we should never judge a person from an isolated
experience. Don’t get angry at someone for one thing they did or said. Judge the whole person - past, present and future! If it is
a spouse, a parent or a child, then how much more must we be careful NOT to get angry or upset over something “NEGAtive”
that they do. There is so much goodness that spouses do for each other, parents do for children, children do for parents. If we
would magnify the positive and look away from hurtful encounters, we would all be very happy people! 
     The word NEGATIVE is made up of two words - NEGA and TIV! If we put the TIV (good) first, rather than focus on the
NEGA (plague) and allow it to cloud our vision, we would find so many beautiful and wondrous qualities in all the people
we have contact with. "gdbv ,t rhdxvu" - we would be wise to seclude any nega we find and look carefully to see the good! 
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    There is an obvious question: In a number of posukim, it says, "gdbv ,t ivfv vtru" - “The kohen saw the plague,” which is then
followed by "ivfv uvtru" - “And the kohen saw it.” Why the double expression implying the kohen should look at the nega twice?
     The Meshech Chochma explains: Indeed, the posuk is teaching us that the kohen should look twice before giving a ruling
about the nega - once at the plague itself to see if it spread or not, and a second time to look at the person. The Gemara in
Moed Katan states that the decision depends on certain days. For example, a kohen cannot rule on a chosson (groom) the
entire seven days of sheva berachos. Likewise, he cannot pasken on Yom Tov in order not to disrupt the days of simcha. Thus,
the posuk tells the kohen: "uvtru" - in other words, look at the person himself, analyze his situation and decide if this is the
proper time for you to make such an important decision which can affect him harshly. My machshava here is that this is an
important lesson, not only for the kohen in days of yore, but for every Rav and Rabbi today, for they are our “kohanim” who rule
on important issues. These Rabbanim must recognize that when the time comes to issue a psak, they must analyze an individual’s
entire situation before making a decision. The same goes before making a comment or giving a word a rebuke. One must take
everything into consideration before speaking because there are so many factors involved that could affect a person’s life.
     A story comes to my mind of  a young boy who prepared the wrong Haftorah for his Bar Mitzvah and his father asked R’
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l what to do. The Tzaddik told him that his son can read the Haftorah he prepared (even though it
was wrong) and if anyone has an issue with the psak, let them come talk to him. On Shabbos morning, R’ Shlomo Zalman
himself went to the shul and sat in the front row to ensure that no one complained. In order to avoid embarrassment for the bar
mitzvah boy and his parents, he attended that minyan in person. This is a lesson we must all take from a Gadol b’Yisroel, not only
regarding a psak, but also regarding comments we often make which can cause embarrassment and pain to another individual.       

//// ohnh ,gca e,bv gdb ,t ivfv rhdxvu (tk-dh)

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Adapted from “My Personal Purim

Miracle” by Rabbi Benjamin Blech

 wudu ofu,c rat hbfan ,t otnyc o,tnyc u,nh tku o,tnyn ktrah hbc ,t o,rzvu(tk-uy)
     Many years ago, shortly after he began his rabbinic career in a small town in New York, a young rabbi was asked to
speak to a certain woman. “There is an elderly woman in town,” he was told by a congregant, “who desperately needs to speak
to a rabbi. She has difficulty walking and would find it impossible to come to you. Would you be willing to take the time to
go to her home and help her?” The rabbi took the woman’s address. Unfortunately, it took two weeks before he was able to
go. But finally, he found the time. It was a bitter cold night in December but the visit could not be postponed any further. 
    He found the house and walked to the front door. He was about to press the buzzer when the door suddenly opened. A
young man stood before him in hat and coat obviously on his way out. “Yes,” he said, “what can I do for you?”
     “I’m here to see Mrs. Cohen.” (not her real name) The young man began to quiver and shake. The rabbi couldn’t
understand his reaction. How could the simple act of indicating who he wanted to see cause so much obvious consternation?
    Perplexed, the rabbi waited. Finally, the man said, “Mrs. Cohen is my mother and I’ll tell her you’re here.” They went
inside and an elderly lady soon joined them in the living room. She told the rabbi how glad she was to see him and that she
desperately needed to speak to him. What was strange though was that her son, who was clearly leaving in a rush a few
minutes earlier, now took a seat and seemed hesitant to leave. His mother looked surprised that her son had remained.
    The woman turned to the rabbi and explained the reason for her request. “Rabbi, I didn’t want to speak of this in front of
my son but perhaps it’s meant to be that I do so. In fact, the reason for my need for a rabbi has to do with him. You see, I
come from a religious Jewish home. My parents and grandparents were profoundly proud of their heritage and lived their
lives in accordance with Jewish tradition. But now I fear that their values will come to an end in our family. You see my son is
seeing a non-Jewish woman and seems to be seriously considering marrying out of the faith. And that would destroy me.”
    With that, her son began to sob bitterly and could hardly find his voice. “I have a confession to make,” he said, trying to
catch his breath in the midst of crying. “I have been seeing a young lady who isn’t Jewish and we have become very serious.
For some time she has pushed me to make it possible for her to marry me by converting to Christianity. I finally agreed and
tonight was supposed to be the fulfillment of her plan. I told her I would go tonight to Mass with her and after that, meet the
priest with her to make arrangements for my conversion. I knew it would be a crushing blow to my mother and that I would
no longer be welcome in her home. But I had made the decision and was prepared to go through with it no matter what.”
     A fresh wave of tears halted the young man’s story, but only temporarily. “When I was leaving this evening I wasn’t just
leaving my house, I was leaving my family, my past, my connection with the Jewish people. This was going to be my break
with Judaism and I opened the door to begin my journey into a new life. And who is standing at the door? You! I had no idea
who you were but then you introduced yourself. I was dumfounded. I haven’t seen a rabbi since my bar mitzvah. And at the
very moment I was about to throw away my religion, a rabbi stood in front of me blocking my way. I understood that this
could not simply be coincidence. It had to be a message - it was G-d’s way of telling me I dare not do what I contemplated.”
     The young rabbi stared at the young man. He was overwhelmed at the thought of Hashem’s Divine intervention Who had
made sure that he arrived precisely when his very presence would be viewed as a sign to the young man. They continued
talking for several hours. He didn’t find out the conclusion until the next day when he got a phone call telling him the rest of
the story. The man’s fiance phoned him and angrily demanded to know where he was and why he hadn’t shown up at the
Mass as he had promised. She yelled at him for embarrassing her to her priest by forcing her to cancel their appointment. The
young man tried to explain that the inexplicable appearance of a rabbi as he was about to leave made him stop and reconsider.
     The lady could not be appeased. She told him it was over between them and concluded with disparaging remarks about
Judaism and Jews. “I’m very lucky,” the young man told the rabbi, “that Hashem intervened before I made a terrible mistake
that would’ve ruined my life.” He tried to thank the rabbi who wouldn’t accept his gratitude. Thanks belonged only to the
heavenly Author who wrote the script.                                                                                                    

lpv gdbc rgau racv rugc gdbv ,t ivfv vtru
 u,t tnyu ivfv uvtru tuv ,grm gdb /// ick(d-dh)

 /// ohnh ,gca vtnyu rfz vskhu ghrz, hf vat(c-ch)
    The Gemara states (/ube ,ca): “He who is born on the eve
of Shabbos will be a seeker (irzj). Rav Nachman bar
Yitzchok commented that he will be a seeker of good deeds.
He who is born on the day of Shabbos will die on Shabbos
because the great day of Shabbos was desecrated on his
account. Raba bar Rav Shila observed: He shall be called a
great and holy man.” It appears to be a machlokes in the
Talmud if being born on Shabbos is a positive or negative
occurrence. Some commentators feel that Chazal did not
consider it a negative to be born on Shabbos for if this is
the day the Almighty has chosen as the day to be born, it
cannot be bad. It’s not the mother’s or child’s choice or
fault. On the other hand, others believe that in truth, Rav
Nachman and Raba do not disagree that being born on
Shabbos is an improper act since chillul Shabbos was brought
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about on his account. Raba just added that since we find
many people who were born on Shabbos did not end up
dying on Shabbos, it must be that only “great and holy
men” will merit to die on the holy day of Shabbos.
     R’ Yechezkel Roth shlit’a (Karlesberg Rav) relates that
the Chasam Sofer, R’ Moshe Sofer zt”l, was born on the 7th
day of Tishrei, late on Friday afternoon. When his mother
went into labor, she realized that potentially her child may be
born on Shabbos and this caused her grief. She sent an urgent
message to R’ Abish Chasid zt”l, Mara D’asra of Frankfurt,
begging him not to accept Shabbos early, but rather wait a
few more minutes until her child is born. The Rav recognized
that the woman was righteous and he waited to start Kabbolas
Shabbos. It was late summer and the kehilla waited to bring in
the Shabbos rather than make an early Shabbos. The baby
was born moments before sundown, and went on to become
one of the greatest lights the Jewish Nation has ever known.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: Toward the end of the Vietnam War, a photograph
from the war zone appeared in American newspapers that
touched off waves of indignation and opposition. The
photograph showed a general from the army allied with the
U.S. pointing his gun at the head of a handcuffed prisoner.
The caption beneath the picture solemnly informed readers
that the prisoner was executed immediately after the picture
was taken. The American people were horrified at their
country’s alliance with such a cruel army, and public
pressure mounted to withdraw the U.S. from the war.

    The photograph won an award for photojournalist Eddie
Adams, but its consequences for the general were devastating.
The public exposure of his actions destroyed his reputation and
cost him his position. But what the picture failed to convey
was the event that provided the impetus for the execution: the
handcuffed Viet Cong soldier had just murdered three
Americans soldiers in cold blood. He was captured and
summarily executed. Viewed in that light, the actions hardly
seem to be as reprehensible as the picture alone might show.
    Adams later said, “I killed the general with my camera.  Still



HIS ONLY CHILD
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
Hashem's love for us is eternal, independent of our 
deeds. He called us bni bechori, firstborn son, while 
we were on the 49th level of tumah in Egypt. He loves 
every Jew, even the most distant, like an only child.
Rabbi Zecharia Wallerstein once spoke at a center 
for teens in drug rehab. There, he was approached 
by a 14-year-old girl named Abby, who had multiple 
piercings all over her face—eyebrows, nose, even her 
tongue. She was fuming. She began to yell at Rabbi 
Wallerstein, insulting him, Hashem, and Judaism.
"I came here to prove there is a G-d," he said, "but 
you already believe in Him. You may be angry at Him, 
but you know He exists. You're way ahead." Abby 
eventually became close with Rabbi Wallerstein. The 
one thing that bothered him was her tongue ring.
"That ring is my identity,” she said. “It makes me 
different. You’ll never get me to take it out, rabbi.  If I 
give it up, I don't exist. It defines who I am."
"Abby, if you give me your tongue ring, I'll put it in my 
tallis bag and look at it every day. I'll think of you for 
the rest of my life." She gave him the ring.
Years later, Rabbi Wallerstein and his wife were in 
Israel when he heard a familiar voice call "Rabbi!" He 
turned around and saw Abby, modestly dressed, hair 
covered, with her husband and three children.
"Abby?!" he said.
"Avigail. Rabbi, I live here. I'm a third-grade morah.”
Abby to Avigail, tongue ring to wedding ring—all she 
was needed was to know that someone was thinking 
of her. If we only knew how much Hashem cared 
about us, we too would change.  

NETILAS YADAYIM: WHY?
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Tazria and Metzorah deal with the halachos of tumah and tahara. True, 
they are only obligatory when it comes to the mikdash—a non-kohen may 
come in contact with tumah, and it is permitted to be metamei ordinary 
food. Nevertheless, all of klal Yisrael sets aside bikkurim, maaser, terumah 
and challah, and all of them must be kept tahor. Moreover, each person is 
obligated to be metaher in preparation for aliyah l’regel. Three times a year, 
the foundation was laid for national tahara awareness. Everything had to be 
kept safe from tumah for its sake.

Picturing the life of the people—their leisure and work, their national life 
and home life—we see that everything falls under the umbrella of tumah and 
tahara, and we can begin to appreciate the influence these laws had.

Under the laws of tumah and tahara, holiness extended to everything they 
created. All their work was dedicated to becoming close to God. Hammers 

Our neviim tell us that when we cannot bring korbanos, we can 
daven instead, and it is considered as if we had actually brought 
offerings. Each of our three daily tefilos corresponds to a korban 
that we once brought in the Bais Hamikdash. Every morning 
and afternoon, we would bring a korban tamid. Today, Shacharis 
and Mincha are our substitutes for them. Maariv corresponds to 
the kohanim's burning the leftover parts of the day's korbanos. 
For this reason, in many shuls, sections from the Torah about 
korbanos are recited before beginning Pesukei Dezimra. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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and needles, looms and stoves—all of them 
were directed by the law. The lowliest working 
people, men and women, were uplifted by the 
awareness that their labor was holy, shaped 
by the spirit of the Torah. Under the rule of 
tahara, vulgarity disappeared, self-deprecation 
vanished. Everyone stood tall, knowing they 
were a goy kadosh - a holy nation of holy people.

In the time of Shaul and David, we are told that 
even common soldiers observed the laws of 
tahara in their everyday lives. These spiritual 
giants lived all their lives in compliance with 
tumah and tahara laws prescribed only to the 
Sanctuary: hayu ochlim chuleihen b’tahara, 
they ate their ordinary food in purity. They 
lived their lives, even the mundane, as though 
they were in the presence of the Sanctuary. At 
every moment, it was a living reminder of man’s 
calling.

Though we do not have a mikdash any longer, 
achilas chulin b’tahara has remained a regular 
practice among the Jewish people, and is still 
the mark of an observant Jew—netilas yadayim, 
washing hands before meals. Rising to the 
heights of tahara depends on netilas yadayim, 
for it lends the aspiring metaher wings.

The very term netilas yadayim is indicative of 
an uplifting: natal is the Aramaic equivalent of 
nasa, and the literal meaning of netilas yadayim 
is “lifting the hands.” The vessel used for it 
is even called a natla, which literally means 
“lifting.”

Netilas yadayim l’seudah elevates our meal from 
the realm of bodily gratification and makes it 
a human, holy act. Indeed, the sanctification 
of physical acts is the first prerequisite for the 
sanctification of Jewish life. 

SERVICE OF THE HEART
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

We tend to think of tefilah as a mitzvah that we fulfill by reciting prayers, on 
condition, of course, that we do so with kavana. This is an incorrect perception. 
The Gemara calls tefilah "the service of the heart." The essence of davening is 
what takes place in our hearts, not what we say with our lips. We do, however, 
say the tefilos with our mouths.

The Gemara derives the obligation to daven from a verse we recite daily in the 
Shema: "If you listen to the commandments….to serve Him in all your heart," 
commenting, "What service is done in the heart? This must be tefilah!" Indeed, 
Rambam takes this passage literally, and says that there is a Torah command to 
daven at least once every day. Other Rishonim disagree, based on proofs from 
other passages that seem to indicate that prayer is a rabbinic obligation. They 
call the statement in the Gemora an asmachta, a meaning read into a verse in 
order to strengthen a rabbinic imperative, but not its actual meaning.

A problem needs to be resolved. If, as Rambam states, the verse is actually 
commanding us to daven, then tefilah is just one of 613 mitzvos. Why would the 
Torah single out this particular one in a pasuk that speaks of overall kabbalas ol 
mitzvos? Likewise, if the actual meaning of the verse does not refer specifically 
to tefilah, as the Rishonim state, what then does the phrase "to serve Him in 
your hearts" mean?

The answer is a fundamental principle of Judaism. As stated here numerous 
times, the purpose of our performing mitzvos is to bring us closer to the Creator. 
It is this very “serving Him in our heart” that is the ultimate goal of everything 
we do. Therefore, the Torah singles out tefilah (according to Rambam) because 
it is the mitzvah most likely to bring us to the service of the heart. Alternatively 
(according to the others), the Torah tells us that our end goal is the service of the 
heart, and the rabbanim read into that verse the most practical way to achieve 
that goal: tefilah.

Davening should be an outpouring of emotions, rather than words we merely 
say with our lips. In the coming weeks, b’ezras Hashem, we will discuss the 
pivotal role that tefilah plays in our lives.  

PIT PROTECTION

Who cultivates plants in the wild?

Every seed has a system by which it gets planted. Some are carried by the wind, while others have 
burrs that attach them to animals. But every seed that has fallen to the ground will always send its 
roots downward into soil and its stem up into the sun, regardless of the position it landed in.

The peach seed is encased in a pit that is harder than any other wood in the tree, and sealed with 
natural glue that does not dissolve even in very hot water. But when the pit falls to the ground, 
microbes in the soil eat through the glue, and the seed inside germinates. Plan and purpose!  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

Silent partner: 
Reuven buys 
an investment 
p r o p e r t y , 
p a r t n e r i n g 
with a silent 

partner who will not be recorded on the 
loan. As explained in the previous article, 
since the loan records only Reuven’s name, 
he is considered the sole borrower from the 
bank. The stipulation that the silent partner is 
responsible for his share of the loan is actually 
a loan from Reuven to the silent partner. 
Accordingly, Reuven may not be indemnified 
for any interest payments from the partner’s 
share or income (Y.D. 168:17; Taz, Y.D. 170:3).
Joint loan: A similar concern arises when 
partners take out a joint interest-bearing 
loan and their respective percentages of 
the loan are not equal. For example, Reuven 
and Shimon form a partnership in which 
Reuven owns 70% and Shimon 30%. When 
the partnership takes out a loan, they are 
equal partners to the loan: 50%-50%. But 
since Reuven owns 70% of the business and 
borrowed only 50% from the bank, he needs 
to borrow an additional 20% from Shimon so 
that he has funded 70% of the partnership 
(see Mishnas Ribbis 18:14). Even when they 
have equal shares in the partnership, there is a 
ribbis issue since each serves as guarantor for 
the other partner’s portion (Y.D. 170:1, Chavas 
Daas 1, S.A. Harav, Ribbis 64).
Credit card: Reuven has poor credit and 
Shimon agrees to open a credit card account 
that Reuven will use and make all payments. 
If Reuven pays interest or late fees, even if 
paid directly to the credit-card company, the 
prohibition against interest was violated. This 
is because Shimon borrows the funds from the 
credit-card company and lends those funds to 
Reuven. Reuven only borrowed from Shimon 
the amount of the initial charge. The interest 
that accrues is Shimon’s obligation to the 
bank and if Reuven makes that payment, he is 
repaying more than he borrowed. 

Mr. Neuman was celebrating the bar mitzvah of his 
son. Months before, he arranged with the gabbai, 
Mr. Gruber, to rent the shul’s function hall for the 
duration of Shabbos.

“For a full Shabbos, the hall costs $1,000,” said Mr. Gruber. “You can pay $200 now to 
reserve the hall and the remaining $800 after the simchah.” Mr. Neuman made out a 
check for $200 and gave it to Mr. Gruber.
Sunday morning after the bar mitzvah, Mr. Neuman thanked the gabbai for use of the 
hall and gave him an additional $800 check. “I heard that your celebration carried on till 
11:30 p.m.,” he said. 
“Yes, we had a very leibedig melaveh malkah,” replied Mr. Neuman. “It was a lovely 
simchah!”
“The $1,000 was for Shabbos itself,” said Mr. Gabbi. “Use of the hall on Motzoei Shabbos 
is a separate rental that carries an additional $250 payment. You were supposed to 
notify me if you wanted to use the hall also on Motzoei Shabbos.”
“We discussed the melaveh malkah and you said it would be included in the Shabbos 
rental, since there usually aren’t functions on Motzoei Shabbos in the summer,” said Mr. 
Neuman. “We paid you in full what we agreed on and we finished our usage. You can’t 
decide now to add. It was difficult enough, as is, to cover all the bar mitzvah expenses!”
“I’m not adding now,” said Mr. Gruber. “I remember telling you from the beginning that 
the $1,000 rental was just for Shabbos.”
“I wish we had a written record,” said Mr. Neuman. “Now, unfortunately, it’s my word 
against yours. The question is whether I must pay more and I’m in possession of the 
money. We should apply the rule of 
Hamotzi me’chaveiro alav haraayah — the 
burden of the proof is on the plaintiff!”
The two came to Rabbi Dayan. “Does 
Mr. Neuman have to pay the $250?” 
asked Mr. Gruber.
“The application of hamotzi me’chaveiro 
alav haraayah in your case is not simple,” 
replied Rabbi Dayan. “At first glance, it 
depends on when the dispute arose. If 
the dispute arose before the melaveh 
malkah, the shul is in possession of 
the hall and does not have to allow 
its use without additional payment; 
if the dispute arose after the melaveh 
malkah, Mr. Neuman is in possession 
of the money and does not have to pay 
extra. However, this is not so; the shul 
is considered in possession, regardless.”
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employment #23

This also occurs when one makes a friend 
an authorized user or when a partner uses 
his personal credit card for joint business. 
(Earning points on Reuven’s purchases is not 
an issue of ribbis.)
Therefore, to avoid uncomfortable situations, 
it is essential to be alert and proactive by 
drafting an appropriate heter iska. 
Jewish banks and lending clubs: There are 
mortgage banks (e.g., ‘Quicken Loans’) and 
lending clubs (e.g., ‘WEBbank,’ which originates 
loans for the ‘lending club,’ and ‘Peerform’) that 
are owned by Jews who unfortunately do not 
have a heter iska, and therefore any interest-
bearing transaction is halachically prohibited. 
(The prohibition arises specifically when they 
issue the loan; there is no issue if they merely 
service the loan.) 
Lawyer, notary and mortgage broker: The 
lender, borrower, guarantor and witnesses 
violate the prohibitions against ribbis (Y.D. 
160:1). Therefore, a lawyer drafting a document 
or a notary must be vigilant and refrain from 
servicing a ribbis agreement (see Shach, Y.D. 
160:1). Included in this group is someone who 
brokers a loan between a Jewish lender and 
Jewish borrower (Shach, ibid. 1).
However, it is permitted to work as a mortgage 
broker for a non-Jewish lender since the broker 
is neither the lender nor a guarantor. This is 
permitted when it is clear that the broker is 
not lending his own funds (for examples see 
Shach 168:71 and Bris Yehudah 31:[5]). If it is 
not clear, it is prohibited due to mar’is ayin (the 
appearance of impropriety [Y.D. 168:23]). 
Investors: Investments may also involve ribbis 
even in the absence of a “loan.” Whenever 
the recipient guarantees principal, even if the 
investment suffers a loss, the investment is 
halachically a loan and prohibited (Y.D. 177:1). 
This is true even though the recipient does not 
guarantee any profits. This is a very common 
occurrence when the managing partner 
guarantees even part of the principal. 

money matters

“Why is that?” asked Mr. Neuman.
“The Mishnah (B.M. 102a-b) addresses the case of someone who rented a house for the 
year at $1,000 a month, $12,000 for the entire year,” explained Rabbi Dayan. “If the 
year turns out to be a leap year, the two terms are contradictory: does one follow the 
monthly term of $1,000 or the yearly term of $12,000? The Gemara concludes that the 
renter must pay for the extra month, even if the dispute arose only at the end of the 
year, after he already lived in the house for the extra month and the issue is whether 
he has to pay for it.”
“What is the rationale?” asked Mr. Gruber.
“The question is rooted in usage of the property, and real estate is always considered in 
the possession of its owner,” answered Rabbi Dayan. “Thus, not only when the dispute 
arose before the leap month, but even if the dispute arose after the renter lived there 
and hadn’t yet paid, the landlord is considered in possession and the tenant must pay 
for the additional month. The same is true for any other dispute, such as the length of 
the rental” (C.M. 312:15-16).
“In your case, the dispute is whether Motzoei Shabbos was included in the rental,” 
concluded Rabbi Dayan. “The shul is considered in possession. Thus, Mr. Neuman 
must pay the extra $250 for the melaveh malkah.”

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 

ask@businesshalacha.com
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Quitting WorkAdapted from the writings of  Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita

(Based on writings of Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita)
Q: I agreed to watch a child for the month, but want to stop in the middle. 
Can I quit if other caretakers will charge more? 
A: Regarding a worker retracting after beginning work, there is a difference between a 
po’el (time-based worker) and a kablan (independent contractor).
A po’el, whose time is bound to the employer, is included in the exemption “Avadai 
heim — They are My slaves, and not slaves to slaves” (B.M. 10a). Therefore, you may 
quit even after beginning work and receive the proportional share of your salary, 
even if the employer has to hire someone else to finish the work at a higher salary. 
However, a kablan who retracts loses the difference (C.M. 333:3-4).
If you made a kinyan or signed a contract upon beginning the work, there is a dispute 
whether you can retract (Shach 333:14; Ketzos and Pischei Teshuvah 333:5). Similarly, there 
is dispute about whether the employee may quit based on “avadai heim” in order to work 
elsewhere (Pischei Teshuvah 333:4).
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Now You Know 
When teaching us that a metzora must 

be entirely shaved, the Torah says he 
shall shave all his hair, then delineates 

and mentions the head, beard, and 
eyebrows specifically.  From this, Chazal 

learn out that one must shave other 
parts of the body as well.   

The Kli Yokor explains that these were 

singled out because they represent the 
three main sins for which the person 

became a metzora in the first place.  

The head is to atone for haughtiness, 
wherein this person wanted to be the 

“head” of everything.   

The beard is mentioned because it 

circles the mouth, which sinned by 
speaking Lashon Hara and this should 

serve as atonement.   

Finally, the eyebrows are shaved to 
atone for “tzarus ayin,” a narrowness of 

the eye, because he was jealous of 
others and it angered him to see them 

enjoy good fortune.   

It is interesting to note that these three 
are also the basic reasons one speaks 

Lashon Hara.  

• Haughtiness – one feels he is superior, 

and thus able to condemn another. 

• Speaking Lashon Hara – one does it 

just because he enjoys it or believes 
others will like him more (the opposite 

is true.) 

• ”Tzarus ayin” – he is limited in his 

perception and doesn’t see the 
admirable qualities in others. 

Thought of the week: 

If only I could love the 
greatest tzaddik like 
HaShem loves the greatest 
sinner. – R’ Yisrael Baal Shem Tov 

(A:GY ARQYW)‰.RMAL IRHA LAW HwM LA ÂH RBDYW‰  

“And HaShem spoke to Moshe and to Aharon, saying...”(Vayikra 13:1) 
Normally HaShem commanded Moshe and Moshe passed the Torah on. In this case, 
however, as He was introducing the laws of tzora’as, the spiritual disease often 
mistranslated as leprosy, HaShem spoke to Aharon also. While it is not the only time, it is 
rare. What made it necessary to include Aharon this time? 

Strengthening the question is the fact that the Targum Yonason ben Uziel doesn’t include 
Aharon. His rendering is in line with the Chazal that this was told to Moshe who told it to 
Aharon. If so, why does the Torah tell it to us as if HaShem spoke to Aharon directly? 

The Ramban and others say that because Aharon had the responsibility to decide whether 
a blemish was pure or otherwise, he was given the command directly. If it were simply that 
Aharon needed first-hand knowledge of a mitzvah, though, then HaShem should have 
spoken to him other times as he had many special mitzvos? 

We’d like to suggest that this was different. When looking at a metzora, the Kohain was 
deciding weighty issues. He could make a bride miss her wedding or allow a father to be at 
his child’s birth. He could even prevent a great Rabbi from giving his Torah lectures if he 
was rendered impure and required to leave the camp. 

Such a decision is not to be made lightly. It must be done with gravity of purpose, aware 
that people’s lives hang in the balance of his perspective. To that end, HaShem spoke to 
Aharon directly as if to say, “When you look at a person to determine whether they are pure 
or not, don’t judge rashly. Remember that I, HaShem, who loves even the greatest sinners 
and wishes for them to be close to Me, am the One giving you this mission.” The Kohain 
had to weigh his words carefully and ensure that he treated each person with the courtesy 
and dignity they deserved. 

Not only that, but when discussing tzora’as on a home the Torah says HaShem spoke to 
Moshe and Aharon. The message is striking: Before you condemn someone or something, 
make sure you are guided by HaShem’s perspective and outlook. 

Additionally, it is interesting to note that when it came to the laws of purifying a metzora, 
(Vayikra 14:1) HaShem spoke to Moshe alone and didn’t speak to Aharon.  Why not? Since it 
was his responsibility, as the Ramban and Ibn Ezra say, shouldn’t he have been addressed 
directly? 

As we explain now it makes perfect sense. If one is condemning he must make sure his 
scrutiny is just and in line with HaShem’s will. However, if someone wishes to purify himself 
and make amends, we needn’t look so closely at him. Rather, we help him even if we didn’t 
get the orders directly. 

Jewish singer Lipa Schmeltzer related a story that happened when some ‘zealots’ were trying to 
convince people not to hire him for their events. Many rabbis were willing to sign the proclamation 
but Rabbi Avraham Yosef Rosenblum z”l of Yeshiva Sharei Yosher in Boro Park called to ask for 
Lipa’s side of the story first. Afterwards, Rabbi Rosenblum called the organizer to complain. 

The fellow agreed not to blast Lipa if the Rabbi would write him a letter against Yeshiva students 
attending concerts that he could publish instead. R’ Avraham Yosef agreed. Nevertheless, the next 
day the slanderous articles went to print. When asked why, the man replied, “You said you would 
write me a letter but you didn’t.” 

“Seriously?!” asked an incredulous R’ Rosenblum. “When dealing with a man’s feelings, livelihood 
and reputation I can’t be flippant in what I write. It takes deliberation and precision. It takes time to 
write such a thing!”             Are we just as careful or are we quick to condemn people? 

©2017 – J. Gewirtz 
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³ THE HOLINESS OF THE JEWS 

As Jews, we are commanded to be a 
holy nation. To help maintain our 
spiritual level, the Torah provides 

safeguards to protect us from sin. One of 
these is Tzaraas. In the time of the Bais 
Ha’Mikdash, (which should speedily be 
rebuilt), if a person spoke Loshon Harah, 
he contracted Tzaraas. While the outer 
manifestation was a type of skin condition, 
a Metzorah had entered a stage of Tumah, 
which forced him to be removed from nor-
mal life. Anything that he then came into 
contact with became Tameh, and he had to 
leave the encampment of the Jews and re-
main separated from the rest of the nation 
until he was purified. 

³ THE METZORAH 
BECOMES PURIFIED

To become purified from this state, a Met-
zorah had to go through a complex, three-
part process. After the Kohain looked at his 
neggah and saw that it had healed, the first 
part began. The Kohain was commanded to 
take two live, kosher birds, a piece of cedar 
wood, and hyssop (a branch from a particu-
lar bush), and then tie them together with a 
string of purple wool, and dip them all into 
the blood from the first bird. 
Rashi explains that each of these was part 
of the Kaparah, a correction and atonement 
for his sin. The cedar wood, which comes 
from a tall, strong tree, was to signify that 
his speaking Lashon Harah was caused by 
arrogance. The purple-dyed wool and hys-
sop come from lowly sources, and serve as 
a message to the Metzorah that he should 
lower himself. And the reason that for the 
kosher birds are that birds are constantly 
chirping, and Loshon Harah is an act of 
chirping.

³ HUMAN SPEECH CANNOT BE 
COMPARED TO BIRDS CHIRPING

This Rashi seems difficult to understand. 
The chirping of the birds doesn’t seem to fit 
into the equation. If you listen to the sounds 
of birds chirping on a spring day, you’ll 
hear an unending stream of sound, much 
like turning on the faucet in your kitchen 
sink. The flow begins, short chirps and long 
chirps forming some type of pattern, but it’s 

without thought; the birds just jabber away.
What connection does that have with in-
telligent speech? Speech isn’t merely the 
formation of sounds; speech is the highest 
form of communication, a power given to 
man alone to share his inner thoughts and 
understandings. Each word or phrase can 
represent entire concepts and ideas. Man 
alone can relay a world of understanding in 
but a few expressions. In what way can that 
be compared to the chattering of birds, a 
mindless, thoughtless, automatic reflex? 

³ THERE IS NO INSTINCTIVE 
URGE TO SPEAK DESPAIRINGLY 
ABOUT PEOPLE

The answer to this question is based on 
understanding how Loshon Harah comes 
about. The Chofetz Chaim points out that 
one of the prohibitions that a person vio-
lates by speaking Loshon Harah is Chillul 
HASHEM. He explains that if someone has 
a powerful desire to commit a sin and then 
transgresses it, it may be a serious offence, 
but there is a mitigating factor – he fought a 
battle and lost. Loshon Harah, on the other 
hand, is very different. There is no driving, 

instinctive force that pulls us to speak dis-
paragingly about other Jews. There is no 
magnetic pull that tugs at us. Therefore, if 
a person speaks Loshon Harah, it can be a 
Chillul HASHEM; since he is committing 
this sin without any powerful desire, it must 
be that he utterly disregards the command 
of the King. 

³ LOSHON HARAH USUALLY IS 
MERE CHATTER, MUCH LIKE 
THE CHIRPING OF A BIRD 

What we see from this is that much of 
Loshon Harah isn’t purposeful, malicious 
speech. In fact, it is rare that we engage in 
intentionally divulging great secrets with 
the specific intention of ruining another 
person’s reputation or business. Rather, in 
the course of conversation, we sort of prattle 
on. “Hey, did you hear? I don’t know if you 
know this, but…” Most often, it is simple 
drivel. Without much forethought, and cer-
tainly without regard to the consequences 
of the sounds that are emanating from the 
openings in front of our faces, we fill the 
empty space with chatter. 
In that sense, the bird is the perfect atone-
ment. Since Loshon Harah comes about 
through prattle, the Torah commands the 
Metzorah to bring a bird as the atonement 
for what allowed him to come to this sin.

³ PREVENTING LOSHON HARAH

This concept has great application in our 
lives. There are rare occasions when we 
speak out of malice and desire to avenge 
a perceived wrong, and in those cases it is 
difficult to stop ourselves from speaking 
Loshon Harah. However, the vast majority 
of Loshon Harah that we engage in is sense-
less gossip – prattling like chirping of a bird. 
So while it is common place, it is much 
easier to work on eradicating it. By simply 
being aware of ourselves and by learning 
the halachos of Shmiras Ha’Lashon, we can 
easily prevent much of the damage of our 
spoken words. As we become conscious of 
what flows out of our mouths, we stop the 
mindless prattle that does so much damage 
to others.
For more on this topic please lis-
ten to Shmuz #26 - Loshon Harah – 
Squandering our Olam Habbah

on the ParshaParshas Metzorah R’ Ben Tzion Shafier
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Loshon Harah: 
Stopping 

the Mindless 
Chatter
g
ספר ויקרא פרק יד 

ִרים ַחּיֹות ְטהֹרֹות ְוֵעץ  י ִצפֳּ תֵּ ֵהר שְׁ טַּ ד( ְוִצוָּה ַהּכֵֹהן ְוָלַקח ַלמִּ
ִני תֹוַלַעת ְוֵאֹזב: ֶאֶרז ּושְׁ

רש"י על ויקרא פרק יד פסוק ד 
טהורות - פרט לעוף טמא לפי שהנגעים באין על לשון הרע 

־)חולין קמ ערכין טו( שהוא מעשה פטפוטי דברים לפיכך הוז
קקו לטהרתו צפרים שמפטפטין תמיד בצפצוף קול

ועץ ארז - לפי שהנגעים באין על גסות הרוח: ושני תולעת ואזוב 
- מה תקנתו ויתרפא ישפיל עצמו מגאותו כתולעת וכאזוב:

And the Kohain shall command, and he shall 
take for the person being purified, two live birds, 
cedar wood, a thread of purple wool, and hyssop 

— Vayikrah 14:4 —



N  

Vol 28 # 2               PLEASANT RIDGE NEWSLETTER                                   s”xc   
z”ga, A Kehilas Prozdor Publication 
 (c) 1990-2017 Rabbi Leibie Sternberg              (Monsey/Spring Valley Z’manim)             grumn-ghrz, :,uharp 
 http://www.prozdor.com          Candles Mincha     Daf Yomi     Shachris     a”ezx 
                                                                                                                                                     Friday       7:32                        7:00                                                         9:26 
        Shabbos             1:45/7:27        6:45           9:00                           9:25 
                                                                                                                                                            Sunday                             7:32                7:00           8:00                    9:24 

 
 
:  
 
 
 

This issue is dedicated:   
hukv auchhk vsuvh r”c vfkn h,run hnt b”zku    ktuna r”c ctz irvt crv hrun hct b”zk    

Dedications ($18) and appreciations may be sent to: Kehilas Prozdor, 8 GreenHill Lane, Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977 (845) 354-7240 
As this contains Divrei Torah and partial Pesukim, it should be treated with proper respect, both during and after use 

ohhj cegh r”c ovrct b”zku     hukv ejmh r”c krgp b”zku     

 

IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Negaim 14:12) states that a wealthy Metzora cannot 
discharge his Korban obligation with a Korban Ani – a poor 
man’s Korban. R’ Yehudah adds that the same applies to a “poor” 
woman whose husband is wealthy – her Korbanos must also be 
based on his wealth. The Binyan Shlomo (1) asks why the Torah 
phrases affordability of a Korban Yoledes (brought by a woman 
after childbirth) as dependent on her finances – vsh tmn, tk ot, if 
the financial obligation rests on the husband. The Gemara 
(Kidushin 17a) discusses the amount of severance (vebgv) that 
one is obligated to give a departing servant, suggesting that the 
amount is based on a Gezeirah Shaveh linking the word i,bu in the 
vebgv obligation to another i,bu. R’ Yehudah holds the other i,bu 
refers to the 30 Shekel that is paid to the owner of a gentile slave 
who is gored to death by someone’s ox, and R’ Shimon holds it 
refers to the 50 Shekel which is the highest valuation when 
someone vows to donate the value of a man (e.g. hkg hfrg) to 
Hekdesh. Subsequently, the Gemara suggests that R’ Shimon 
used a different Gezeirah Shaveh, linking vebgv to ihfrg based on 
the word lunh  - becoming poor, a situation applicable to both 
becoming a servant and being eligible to pay a discount on a 
valuation. The Ner LeMeah observes that a discount on ihfrg does 
not disturb the actual valuation, which always remains the same. 
It is only the amount of money paid that is lowered. Similarly, the 
obligation of a Korban Yoledes also remains constant – a lamb 
and a bird. The possible inability to provide the lamb does not 
disturb that obligation, which is why the Torah states in a 
conclusory manner: ,skuhv ,ru, ,tz, before continuing on to 
describe what to do if she cannot afford a lamb. As such, we may 
also suggest that the Korban Yoledes obligation is addressed to 
the birthing mother and remains that way, undisturbed by her 
(in)ability to afford a lamb. The Mishna in Negaim merely adds 
that a husband and wife are considered to be sjt ;ud - one body, 
and affordability is therefore determined by their joint assets.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would it be permitted to fulfill Hashovas Aveidah on 
Shabbos where the Aveidah is Muktza and there is no iuhzc issue ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May one lend money to a Jew on condition that he keep Shabbos ? )  
Since every Jew is obligated to keep Shabbos, adding such a 
condition to a loan is not Ribis, even if the lender feels good that 
he had a hand in making it happen. (R’ Elyashiv ZTL)  

DIN'S CORNER:  
When one enters a doctor’s office or hospital to be healed, one 
should say the following Tefilah in order to focus one’s iujyc in 
Hashem: v,t obj tpur hf vtuprk hk vz exg tvha  ... r”vh. After 
completing the treatment, one should say ohkuj tpur lurc without 
,ufknu oa. When one sneezes and is wished t,uxt, he should 
respond with ‘hv, lurc and ‘v h,hue l,guahk.  (MB 230:6-7) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Nedarim 7b) derives that ,nf cuaj hbg (a pauper is 
the equivalent of a dead person) from Hashem’s assurance to 
Moshe that lapb ,t ohaecnv ohabtv kf u,n, which meant that 
Moshe’s nemeses, Dasan and Aviram, had died. Since we know 
that they really died with Korach, the Gemara concludes that they 
must have become impoverished, to qualify as dead. The Ran 
adds that although a (blind, childless or) Metzora man is also 
deemed as if dead, it could not be so regarding Dasan & Aviram, 
about whom the Torah says that they died ktrah kf crec - among 
all the Jews (with Korach), not as a leprous outcast, forced 
outside the 3 ,ubjn. Even though all wounds and diseases were 
healed at Matan Torah, Chazal tell us that the diseases returned 
again after the sin of the kdg. Therefore, Dasan & Aviram could 
not have been Metzoraim. The hyuex a”rvn asks from the Mishna 
(Negaim 7:1) which states: ohgdb that afflicted someone before 
Matan Torah would not make him tny after Matan Torah. As 
such, even if Dasan & Aviram had been Metzoraim in Egypt, they 
would not be tny after Matan Torah, and therefore, could they 
not have been killed with Korach ktrah kf crec ? The van jnah 
answers that the Gemara (Berachos 5b) states that one who is 
afflicted with ohgdb cannot call them vcvt ka ohruxh - suffering 
that Hashem brings on someone for his benefit. Why then does 
the Beraisa equate ohgdb with a vrpf jczn, if not for a cleansing 
benefit ? The Gemara answers inter alia, that ohgdb in Eretz 
Yisroel are definitely not vcvt ka ohruxh because they would 
require the Metzora to undergo the inconvenience of leaving the 
city. However, in Bavel, there is no such requirement, so the ohgdb 
may easily be deemed vcvt ka ohruxh. As such, the ohgdb that 
existed in Klal Yisroel before Matan Torah, which were healed at 
Matan Torah and then reappeared after the Eigel, would not make 
one tny if and because they were vcvt ka ohruxh. But if they 
afflicted ohgar such as Dasan & Aviram, they would definitely 
not qualify as vcvt ka ohruxh and would thus re-establish vtnuy 
after the Eigel. As such, we must conclude that Dasan & 
Aviram’s “death” occurred thru becoming impoverished.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Yeshiva bochurim studying in Eretz Yisroel have always been faced with 
numerous potential distractions. A group studying in the Klausenberg 
Yeshiva once indicated a desire to travel to Meron where they could 
daven at the grave of R’ Shimon b. Yochai. When the Klausenberger 
Rebbe heard of their plan, he advised them instead to stay in the Yeshiva 
and study, focusing on the statements and opinions of R’ Shimon, 
saying that “R’ Shimon was to be found in the Beis HaMidrash as well”. 
One sharp fellow then asked the Rebbe for permission to travel to 
Yerushalayim where he could daven at the Kosel, arguing that the Rebbe 
could not find statements and opinions of the Kosel for them to study. 
The Rebbe replied that if one studies Maseches Midos, which describes 
the physical dimensions pertaining to the Beis HaMikdash, he is deemed 
to be in the Beis HaMikdash, and he can accomplish the same with his 
Tefilos as if he was at the Kosel.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family.  
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דבר אל בני ישראל לאמר אשה כי “ 12:2

 ”תזריע וילדה זכר

“Speak to B’nei Yisroel saying: When a 

woman conceives and gives birth to a male.”  

Vayikra Rabbah 14:7 “ הדא הוא  –אשה כי תזריע 

תן חלק לשבעה וגם לשמונה: דכתיב ” – “When a 

woman conceives – is that which is written in 

Koheles 11:2  – Give a portion for seven, and also 

for eight.”  “Give a portion for seven,” refers to the 

seven days of Tumas Nidah.  “And also for eight,” 

refers to the eight days of circumcision.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu said: If you observed the restrictions of 

the seven days of the Tumah of a Nidah, then I will 

give you a son in reward and you will circumcise 

him at eight days from his birth.  As it says in the 

Posuk, “וביום השמיני ימול בשר ערלתו” – “And on 

the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be 

circumcised.”  The Medrash learns from this Posuk 

that the reward for heeding Tumas Nidah is that a 

baby boy will be born for which the Mitzvah of Bris 

Milah can be performed.  Why is the reward for the 

performance of the Mitzvah of Tumas Nidah a 

Zechus to have a baby boy, and therefore the 

performance of the Mitzvah of Bris Milah? The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, 

and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph.  

אשה כי תזריע וילדה “ 12:2 – אדרת אליהו 

 How can the Medrash say that the reward – ”זכר

for heeding the Halachos of Nidah is that one is 

Zoche to have a baby boy, when there are many 

who do not heed Hilchos Nidah, including non-Jews 

who do not have an obligation to, and they have 

baby boys?  Regarding every Mitzvas Aseh that one 

performs, Hakodosh Boruch Hu could say, “ מי

 Who will precede Me, and I will“ – ”הקדימני ואשלם

pay him.”  This means that one is not entitled to 

reward for the performance of his Mitzvos, for it 

was Hakodosh Boruch Hu Who enabled him to 

perform the Mitzvah.  One cannot perform the 

Mitzvah of a Bris Milah without Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu giving him a baby boy, and therefore one 

should not be entitled to reward for it.  This is all 

when Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives the person a baby 

boy for “free.”  However, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

wants to give us the opportunity to be entitled to 

reward. He, therefore, said that one who heeds 

Hilchos Nidah will be Zoche to a baby boy – in 

other words, one is earning the right to receive the 

baby boy. Being that he is entitled to the baby boy, 

when he performs the Milah on the baby boy, he is 

performing a Mitzvah on that which he has already 

earned, and is therefore entitled to reward for his 

actions.   

וביום השמיני ימול בשר “ 12:3 - מטה נפתלי 

 The blood of Nidah causes damage, as it – ”ערלתו

says in the Ramban in Parshas Vayishlach and in 

Parshas Metzorah.  Therefore, there may be one 

who stays away from the Nidah because of the 

potential damage to him, but is not careful to heed 

all of the days of Nidah according to Halachah.  It is 

only those days when damage can occur that he is 

careful, but not careful when there is no blood and 

the woman is still Tamei, for there is no physical 

danger.  Only one who heeds the Torah is careful 

all the days of Tumas Nidah.  It says in the Moreh 

Nevuchim 3:49 that most of the roots of Ta’avah, 

physical lusts, in a person, is in the Orlah.  Klal 

Yisroel remove their Orlah by the Bris Milah in 

order that they can defeat their Yetzer Hara who 

tries to get them to perform abominable sins.  

Perhaps there are those who circumcise their sons 

so that when they get older they will not have that 

intense desire to sin.  By Avrohom Avinu, the Posuk 

says, Bereishis 17:24 “בהמלו בשר ערלתו”, while in 

the next Posuk regarding Yishma’el it says, “ את

 ”את“ The Medrash tells us, the word  ”.בשר ערלתו

by Yishma’el comes to teach us that something else 

was happening here.  Avrohom Avinu only needed 

to cut off the Orlah because Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

commanded him to, for he had already curbed his 

physical desires.  Yishmael also needed a Bris Milah 

in order to curb his physical lusts.  Parents pass 

along to their children parts of themselves.  The 

Avos and Imahos were barren; by nature they 

should not have been able to bear children. When 

they had children miraculously, that which would 

generally be passed along to the children from the 

previous generations (such as the wickedness from 

Terach and Lavan) is cut off.  If one heeds Hilchos 

mailto:ParshaPshetel@gmail.com
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Nidah because the Torah says so, and not because 

of fear of being harmed, then by nature, a child 

born from that union will not have intense physical 

desires even with the Orlah.  Therefore when a Bris 

Milah is performed upon this child, it is being done 

only L’shem Shomayim, for his desires were curbed 

by the Middos he received from his parents.   

וביום השמיני ימול בשר “ 12:3 - מלא העומר 

 The Medrash Tanchuma in Parshas – ”ערלתו

Metzorah says that the reason the Mitzvah of 

Nidah was given to women is because Chava spilled 

the blood of the world through the sin of the Eitz 

Hada’as, and therefore her blood is spilled.  Man, 

Odom Harishon, also had a part in the sin by eating 

from the Eitz Hada’as, which brought death to the 

world, and he also needs a Tikun for it.  Man 

receives a Bris Milah at eight days old, and blood is 

spilled, as a Tikun for his part in the sin of the Eitz 

Hada’as.  Due to the influence of the Nachash, man 

is always born with impurity.  With great Chesed, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gathered the Tumah at the 

place of the Orlah, and a Bris Milah is performed to 

cut off that impurity.   

דבר אל בני ישראל “ 12:2 – חכמת התורה 

 is a ”תזריע“ – ”לאמר אשה כי תזריע וילדה זכר

Loshon of “זריעה” – “planting,” which refers to the 

Kiyum Hatorah, as it says in Hoshea 10:12 “ זרעו

 The act of learning Torah and  ”.לכם לצדקה

performing Mitzvos is like planting, for it produces 

fruits in Shomayim. “אשה כי תזריע” – A woman 

who heeds the Torah properly, is careful with the 

Halachos of Nidah, and will therefore be Zoche to 

give birth to a baby boy.  

ילמדנו “ – Parshas Tetzaveh – מדרש תנחומא 

קטן נימול , כך שנו רבותינו? קטן לכמה נימול –רבינו 

כשם שנימול יצחק אבינו, מה טעם –לשמונה  ” – 

“Rabbeinu, teach us – at what age is a child 

circumcised?  So taught our Rabbis, a child is 

circumcised at eight days.  What is the reason for 

this?  For this is when Yitzchok was circumcised.”   

משה באר   וביום השמיני ימול בשר “ 12:3 – 

 – Medrash Tanchuma, Parshas Tetzaveh – ”ערלתו

The Medrash tells us that a Bris Milah is to occur 

when a child is eight days old, the way it was done 

with Yitzchok.  This Medrash is a Peleh, wonder.  

What is the question – the Torah clearly states in 

the Posuk that a child is to be circumcised at eight 

days old?  Even more bewildering, the Medrash 

says that one should perform Bris Milah on the 

eighth day like Yitzchok.  When the command was 

given to Avrohom Avinu regarding Bris Milah, it is 

explicitly says, (Bereishis 17:12) “ ימול לכם כל זכר

 Circumcise every male, throughout“ – ”לדרתיכם

your generations.”  Why say, “The same way that 

Yitzchok was circumcised?”  The intention of the 

Medrash is to teach us that Avrohom Avinu placed 

Kedusha into the performance of the Bris Milah for 

all future generations.  Additionally, there is 

something more important and fundamental to the 

Mitzvah of Bris Milah.  The Medrash says, “ קטן

 A child is circumcised to the“ – ”נימול לשמונה

eight.” It should have said, “לשמיני” – the eight day.  

Bereishis 21:4 “ וימל אברהם יצחק בנו בן שמונת ימים

 ,The Posuk does not say – ”כאשר צוה אותו אלקים

 On the eighth day” Avrohom“ – ”ביום השמיני“

circumcised Yitzchok.  Rather it says that Yitzchok 

was circumcised when he was eight days old.  This 

teaches us that it wasn’t just the eighth day that 

counted, rather it was all the days.  From the 

moment Yitzchok was born, Avrohom yearned to 

perform the Mitzvah.  Therefore, all eight days of 

Yitzchok’s life are included in the Mitzvah of Bris 

Milah.  The Mitzvah of Bris Milah is not on the 

eighth, but is for eight days when performed 

properly.   That is why the Posuk says, “ כאשר צוה

 ”The way Hashem commanded him“ – ”אותו אלקים

– meaning that Avrohom Avinu wanted to perform 

the Milah immediately, though he waited because 

Hashem commanded him to wait for the eighth 

day. The Medrash is teaching us that while the 

Posuk tells us in Parshas Tazria that a Bris Milah is 

to be done on the eighth day, we additionally need 

to learn from the way it occurred with Yitzchok, 

and that the Mitzvah was actually performed for 

eight days.   

וביום השמיני ימול “ 12:3 - מעין בית השואבה 

 Menochos 43b – When Dovid – ”בשר ערלתו

Hamelech went into the bathhouse and realized he 

was unclothed, he said woe to himself that he has 

no Mitzvos.  However once he remembered that he 
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had a Bris Milah on his flesh, his distress was 

alleviated.  After he left the bathhouse he said 

Shira, Tehillim 12:1 “למנצח על השמינית מזמור לדוד” 

– He praised Hashem for the Bris Milah which was 

given on the eighth.  Why wasn’t Dovid Hamelech 

distressed when he was lying in bed without any 

Mitzvos – and only became agitated at the 

bathhouse?  In bed one is allowed to have thoughts 

of Torah, which is learning Torah, while in the 

bathhouse it is prohibited to have thoughts of 

Torah.  Bereishis 17:1 “ והיה תמיםהתהלך לפני  ” – 

“Walk before Me and be complete.”  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu told Avrohom Avinu that he should walk 

before Hakodosh Boruch Hu – that he should 

always remember Hakodosh Boruch Hu through 

the seal of the King that was on his Guf – the Bris 

Milah.  When one does so, “והיה תמים” – he will be 

complete.  Remembering Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

something that can also be done while in the 

bathhouse as well as in the bathroom.  There are 

many Halachos that are applicable in these places, 

and one should review them, and follow them.  

One must always remember Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

and that will cause him to always follow the Rotzon 

Hashem.   

ונשא אהרן “ Shemos 28:38 – חכמת התורה 

 Vayikra – ”את עון הקדשים אשר יקדישו בני ישראל

Rabbah 27:7 – “מי הקדימני ואשלם” – “Who will 

precede Me, and I will pay him.”  How can one 

receive reward for performing Mitzvos?  One who 

puts up a Mezuzah, is only able to do so because 

the Ribbono Shel Olam gave him a house.  One 

who performs any Mitzvos with “his” money must 

realize that it is actually the Ribbono Shel Olam’s 

money.  Divrei Hayomim 1:29:14 “ כי ממך הכל ומידך

 Dovid Hamelech says to the Ribbono – ”נתנו לך

Shel Olam, “Everything is from You, and from Your 

hand I gave to You.”  If one is not cognizant of this 

when performing Mitzvos, it is a sin.  This is only 

true if thoughts are not like actions.  However, if 

thoughts of performing Mitzvos are like actions, 

then the thoughts themselves are the Kiyum of the 

Mitzvah.  Thoughts originate from the person, and 

he receives reward for those thoughts.  The Kohen 

Gadol must always have his mind on the Tzitz while 

wearing it.  We learn from this that thoughts do 

count. “לרצון להם לפני ד”, the Koach of the Tzitz is 

that if one performs the actions with the thoughts 

that he really wanted to do the Mitzvah, his 

thought of wanting to perform the Mitzvah is his, 

and it is accepted in front of Hashem. 

אשה “ Vayikra Rabbah 14:7 - חכמת התורה 

תן חלק לשבעה וגם : הדא הוא דכתיב –כי תזריע 

 What is the connection between seven – ”לשמונה

and eight? One would think that a Bris Milah 

should occur on the first day a baby boy is born, or 

at least as soon as it is deemed to be safe for the 

baby boy, for we have a rule that one should 

perform Mitzvos with alacrity, and do it as soon as 

possible.  However, the Bris Milah cannot be 

performed before the child is eight days old.  The 

reason for this is because one cannot take 

something mundane and create Kedusha without 

first preparing for seven days, as we see by the 

Kohen Gadol that he prepares seven days before 

going into the Kodesh Kodoshim.  So too by a child, 

before he is circumcised and receives the stamp of 

the Melech, he needs to wait for seven days.   

ם שיק"מהר  וביום השמיני ימול בשר “ 12:3 - 

 This world is the six days of creation, and – ”ערלתו

the coming of Moshiach is Shabbos.  (The first six 

thousand years are called this world, the seventh 

thousand year is called Shabbos, and the eighth 

thousand year is called Olam Habah).  The eighth is 

Olam Habah, and is the main purpose of man. One 

needs to contemplate what his purpose is in this 

world, and that the true purpose is the eighth, 

Olam Habah.  One should not run after the folly 

and silliness of this world, rather one must learn 

Torah and perform Mitzvos in preparation for the 

eighth.  Tehillim 90:4 “ כי אלף שנים בעיניך כיום

 For a thousand years in Your eyes are“ – ”אתמול

like yesterday” – meaning that one year is like a 

thousand years.  “וביום השמיני” – The Posuk is 

telling us that one should look towards “Shemini” – 

“the eighth”- Olam Habah, that he should cut away 

the Orlah of his heart, and return to Hashem with 

Teshuva.   

א מבעלזא"מהר  וביום השמיני ימול “ 12:3 - 

 It says in Shulchan Aruch 231 on the – ”בשר ערלתו
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Posuk, “בכל דרכיך דעהו” - that one must be 

Meyached all of the matters of Olam Hazeh to his 

Avodas Hashem.  When one performs mundane 

acts in order that he be able to serve Hashem 

properly, those mundane acts are in fact Avodas 

Hashem, and not mundane acts.  The Bach in 

Hilchos Milah 265 asks why there are two Brochos 

said by the Bris Milah?  While most times the 

Mohel says one Brocha and the father says the 

other Brocha, if the father is the Mohel, then he 

would make both.  Why would he make two 

Brochos on one Mitzvah?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

helps all those who strive to raise themselves in 

Kedusha, as Chazal tell us that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu helped Avrohom Avinu perform his Bris Milah.  

The Brocha of Al Hamilah is the Brocha made on 

the Mitzvah of the Bris Milah.  The Brocha of 

 is a Brocha made ”להכניסו בבריתו של אברהם אבינו“

for all the days of a person’s life, that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu will always help him raise his level of 

Kedusha when he puts in the effort.   

א"גר   ”וביום השמיני ימול בשר ערלתו“ 12:3 - 

– Although all the limbs of the body are sullied 

from sin, the royal seal of the Bris Milah remains at 

all times.  It is for that reason that Avrohom Avinu 

does not allow those who have a Bris Milah to 

enter Gehinom (Tikunei Zohar 430).   

וביום השמיני ימול בשר “ 12:3 - קדושת לוי 

 There are times that Hakodosh Boruch – ”ערלתו

Hu, in His infinite Chesed and Rachamim, bestows 

kindness upon Klal Yisroel although they did not do 

anything to deserve it.  The source of the 

Rachamim comes from Above.  Although there are 

times that the source comes from Above, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants the source to come 

from below.  “אשה כי תזריע” – Worlds are called 

 for they are constantly Mekabel life from – ”אשה“

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, when Klal Yisroel are 

Me’orer Rachamim.  “וילדה זכר” – This means that 

the Rachamim that comes is great and strong, a 

male.  The Posuk is telling us that the Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu seeks for Klal Yisroel to perform positive 

acts, so that they are the source – they are Me’orer 

the Rachamim in Shomayim.  Why did Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu create man as an Orel, one who has an 

Orlah and needs a circumcision?  The reason is 

because Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants to be 

Mezakeh Klal Yisroel with as many Mitzvos as 

possible, for He wants Klal Yisroel to be the ones to 

be Me’orer the Rachamim.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the 

connection between seven and eight.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu wants Klal Yisroel to be entitled to 

reward. Hakodosh Boruch Hu says that the reward 

for heeding the Halachos of Nidah is that one will 

be Zoche to a baby boy.  When he then performs 

the Mitzvah of Bris Milah, he is entitled to reward, 

for he earned the right have that baby boy by 

heeding the Halachos of Nidah. The blood of Nidah 

came about because of the sin of the Eitz Hada’as, 

a sin where Odom and Chava were given a 

command not to eat something, yet they did.  They 

were given the opportunity to receive reward by 

heeding the command, but did not accomplish it.  

Being that the sin brought death to the world, the 

woman has the blood of Nidah, and the man has 

the blood from the Bris Milah.  However, with this 

blood we can create a Tikun in the sin of Odom and 

Chava.  If we heed Hilchos Nidah, we will be Zoche 

to a baby boy, and be able to perform the Mitzvah 

of Bris Milah in a way that we earned the Mitzvah.  

“Seven” – seven days, represents this world, while 

“eight” – represents the next world.  This world is 

nothing more than a preparation for the next 

world.  We must heed the Torah and perform the 

Mitzvos, so that we will be prepared for the next 

world.  How are we to properly prepare for the 

next world?  We must act in a manner that gives us 

the entitlement to have something, and then use 

that to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  In that way, we 

are really using that which is ours in our service to 

Hashem – which is the highest level of serving 

Hashem.  May we be Zoche to serve Hashem in the 

most optimal manner, so that we are fully 

prepared for the “eighth” – Olam Habah.   
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One hot summer day, the young R’ Yehoshua 
Liff was playing ball together with his friends 

on the front steps of R’ Ruderman’s home.

Rav Ruderman smiled and took a $5 
bill from his wallet. Five dollars was 

a small fortune in those days.

The children were able to buy 
half a gallon of ice cream each.

The Rosh Hayeshivah, R’ Yaakov Yitzchok 
Ruderman, was in his room preparing a shiur.

Wow! That’s 
another 100 

points - now it’s 
even!

Are you 
sure that 

was a 
pointer?

I’m not sure 
either. OK, do 

over!

OK… do 
over!

Oy! the cheshbon is 
difficult enough… and 

with the children playing 
right by my window…

They’re wonderful 
children enjoying 

themselves... Let me 
talk to them.

Boys, vos gleichst 
du? Boys, what do 

you like?

Ice cream!

י“ד תמוז  1987 - 1901  5747 - 5661

R’ Yaakov Yitzchok Halevi Ruderman, זצ״ל, was born on ׁשּושן ּפּורים in Dolhinov, Russia. 
He studied in ישיבת כנסת ישראל in Slobodka, under R’ Nosson Zvi Finkel (the Alter) and 
R’ Moshe Mordechai Epstein. About the year 1926, he published his only written work, 
 .in Cleveland ישיבה In 1930, he joined his father-in-law, R’ Sheftel Kramer’s .עבֹודת הלוי
In 1933, he moved to Baltimore and founded the Ner Israel ישיבה. He served as its
 .of America מֹועצת He also was a member of the .פטירה for 54 years, until his ראׁש ישיבה
His תלמידים published 2 volumes posthumously: שיחֹות לוי on the פרשה, and משַאת לוי, his 
 and other areas. He was a true visionary and his love to his מנחת חנּוך on the חּדּושי ּתֹורה

.were legendary כלל ישראל and תלמידים

I can’t wait to tell 
my parents that the 

Rosh yeshivah must have 
liked the way we played 

so he bought us ice 
cream.

Boys, Gei koif 
Ice Cream - go buy 
yourselves some 

ice cream! A sach ice 
cream - a lot of ice 
cream - and enjoy 

yourselves!

Thank you!

Thank 
you, Rosh 
Yeshivah!

THOC
!

THOC
!

THOC!

THOC!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ְהֶיה תֹוַרת ַהְמֹצָרע ְביֹום ָטֳהָרתֹו ְוהּוָבא    ְקָרא יד:ב(… זֹאת תִּ ַהֹכֵהן )ַויִּ  
  This shall be the law of the ְמצֹוָרע on the day of his 
purification: He shall be brought to the ֹכֵהן. 
 In ין  is a ְמֹצָרע state that the word ַחַז״ל ,(ט״ו:) ַמֶסֶכת ֵעֻרכִּ
combination of the words יא ֵשם ַרע  one who “expresses a negative) מֹוצִּ
reputation” to others). 
 Once a person has been declared a ְמֹצָרע, remarked the  ָחֵפץ
ים  if he wishes to regain his spiritual purity, he must approach the ,ַחיִּ
 is pure will he ְמֹצָרע has declared that the ֹכֵהן Only when the .ֹכֵהן
regain his former pure status. The reason for this is as follows: Since it 
was his speech that caused him to become ָטֵמא, the only way he can 
be purified is through the speech of the ֹכֵהן, who pronounces him 
 .ָטהֹור
 This can be compared to a young child who went on a trip to 
visit his relative who worked in a huge factory. When the child arrived 
for his visit, he looked around and saw an enormous hall filled with a 
wide array of machinery. 
 “How many machines are in this factory?” the child asked. 
 “There are exactly 248 machines!” answered the man. 
“Here,  have  a  look.  This  machine  over  here  spins  threads  ...  this 
machine over here cuts the threads ... and this one rolls them …” 
 The relative continued to enumerate each of the machines in 

the factory. Suddenly, the child spotted a machine that was standing in 
the corner of the hall, surrounded by fences, locks and warning signs 
cautioning people not to approach. 
 “What does that huge machine in the corner do?” asked the 
child. 
 “This machine,” replied the worker, “controls all of the other 
machines in the factory. It is therefore the most important machine of 
them all and requires special attention. If it were to stop working, the 
entire factory would have to shut down!” 
 The same thing applies to man, said the ים  Man .ָחֵפץ ַחיִּ
possesses 248 limbs and organs, but the most important one of them 
all is the tongue. 
 The tongue determines the way all the other organs operate, 
as the verse states, “ים ְבַיד ָלשֹון  Death and life are in the — ָמֶות ְוַחיִּ
power of the tongue” (ְשֵלי י״ח:כ״א  .(מִּ
 If a person utilizes his tongue properly — that is, for the 
purpose of learning תֹוָרה and doing ְצֹות  then it has a positive — מִּ
effect on all his other limbs and organs as well. However, if a person 
lacks the common sense to use his tongue for beneficial purposes, and 
chooses instead to use it to speak ָלשֹון ָהַרע, then his entire body is 
influenced negatively! 

Adapted from Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 

ֹלֹמה was born to ַזַצ״ל Breuer ר׳ יֹוֵסף  and ,ָרב the town ,ר׳ שְׁ
Sophie (née Hirsch) in Papa, Hungary. In 1890, when he 
succeeded his father-in-law as ָרב of שּורּון ַהל ַעַדת יְׁ  his ,קְׁ

family moved to Frankfurt. In 1903, ר׳ יֹוֵסף received ִמיָכה  from his father סְׁ
and R' Koppel Reich, גאב״ד of Budapest. In 1911, he married Rika, daughter 
of Jacob Eisenmann, a founder of ֲאגָֻדה. His ִשיָבה  closed in 1938, just after יְׁ
Kristallnacht. He escaped to Antwerp, Belgium, but soon immigrated to the 
US. With ָמה  and integrity, he spent 40 years rebuilding the German ָחכְׁ
ִהּלֹות ָוה in America. From the ashes of Europe he established a קְׁ ִשיָבה ,ִמקְׁ  ,יְׁ
seminary, רּות ָרה ַקִדיָשה ,system ַכשְׁ  etc., all based on R' Hirsch’s ,ֵבית ִדין ,ֶחבְׁ
ideology. 

 ג׳ אייר
5642 — 5740 
1882 — 1980 

The first ת בָּ ״ל that R' Joseph Breuer שַׁ צַׁ  זַׁ
davened with his ה ן the ,ְקִהלָּ  was in a ִמְניָּ
small room. After ף אי the ,מּוסָּ בַׁ  גַׁ
announced the time when davening would 
start the next ת בָּ  What about the" .שַׁ
weekday ן אי R' Breuer asked. The "?ִמְניָּ בַׁ  גַׁ
explained that the ה  could not afford ְקִהלָּ
to rent a room for weekdays. At the time, 
R' Breuer lived in 3½ rooms with his eight 
children. R' Breuer selflessly declared that until 
alternate,    affordable    accommodations    could    be 
arranged, the daily ן ה would be held in his own ִמְניָּ  .ִדירָּ
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For the Sake of a MitzvahLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ִמיִני ִיּמֹול  ָרא יב:ג(.… ּוַבּיֹום ַהשְּׁ ָלתֹו )ַוִּיקְּׁ ָערְּׁ  
 On the 8th day, the … foreskin shall be circumcised. 
 The ָוה  circumcision, leaves an indelible mark on ,ִמיָלה of ִמצְּׁ
a Jew, one that is with him throughout his entire life. It is a ָוה  that ִמצְּׁ
connects generations, since the father is the person obligated to 
make sure that his son is circumcised. It is a ָוה  for which many ִמצְּׁ
Jews, throughout the centuries, have given their lives. 
 Many   stories   are   told   that   demonstrate   the   Jew’s 
commitment to this special ָוה  Even in our day and age, we still .ִמצְּׁ
hear accounts of Jews who have performed this ָוה  with great ִמצְּׁ
ִסיַרת ֶנֶפׁש  .מְּׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Rena Baruchov was waiting very anxiously. Where were 
they already? 
 Finally, there was a soft knock on the door. Rena’s husband, 
Uri, entered with a little bundle in his arms. Behind him was a man 
they had met only recently. He was known simply as R' Avrohom. 
 Mrs. B.,” said R' Avrohom. “Everything went just ,ַמָזל טֹוב“ 
fine.” 
 “Yes,” added Uri. “R' Avrohom performed the ִרית  and בְּׁ
everything went as planned. ם  no ‘surprise guests’ showed ,ָברּוְך ַהׁשֵׁ
up. Here, Rena,” said Uri, as he undid the blanket around the infant 
whom he held. “Hold our little ף  Finally, our child has a Hebrew .יֹוסֵׁ
name.” 
 Rena picked up the infant, kissed him on the cheek … and 
then she fainted. 
 Under the rules of the Communists, circumcising an infant 
was  considered  an  act  of  “religious  coercion.”  The  Communist 
regime, which was always “concerned” for the rights of its citizens, 
declared it a crime to perform a ִרית  until a boy turned 18, at which בְּׁ
time he could decide for himself whether or not he wanted to be 
circumcised.  

 Of  course,  by  that  age,  the  Communists  would  do  an 
excellent job of brainwashing these young Jewish boys to despise 
their religion and even to deny belief in the existence of a Creator. By 
the time they turned 18 years old, most Jewish boys did not have the 
faintest notion what ִרית ִמיָלה  .was all about בְּׁ
 Rena had been raised in a religious home and understood 
the importance of ִרית ִמיָלה  She knew that a Jewish boy without a .בְּׁ
ִרית ָׁשָמה was a spiritually impaired בְּׁ  However, she knew that it .נְּׁ
would be impossible to have her child’s ִרית  performed on the eighth בְּׁ
day.  
 First, a qualified ל  had to be found who was willing to מֹוהֵׁ
undertake the great risk of performing this ָוה  Then, a plan had to .ִמצְּׁ
be  formulated  through  which  the  circumcision  could  be  done  in 
utmost secrecy. It would not be easy. 
 Rena did not know how long it would be until her son could 
enter the covenant of ָרָהם ָאִבינּו  She did, however, know one .ַאבְּׁ
thing. The longer her son’s ִרית  was delayed, the greater the danger בְּׁ
that she would grow accustomed to his being uncircumcised. And 
what if it would be months or even years before the ִרית  could be בְּׁ
performed? The need to fulfill the ָוה ָׁשלֹום ,might ִמצְּׁ  become ,ַחס וְּׁ
forgotten… 
 Rena decided to do something that would allow her no rest 
until her baby had his ִרית  She promised herself that she would not .בְּׁ
kiss her little boy until he was circumcised. 
 And so, from the day he was born, Rena cuddled her baby, 
held him on her shoulder, rocked him to sleep—but never once 
kissed him. Now, as she held her little ף  in her arms, all the love יֹוסֵׁ
and emotion that had been welling up inside of her for so long burst 
forth as she kissed him for the very first time …  
  And then she fainted. 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף י״א
*Ari’s family could not go on their yearly trip around ה  time as the weather ֲחנֻכָּ
was rainy, so they all stayed at home, relaxing. Ari decided to write a letter to 
his cousin Dov. His older brother, Eli, was interested in playing a game instead 
and tried hard to persuade him not to write the letter. “Dov never wrote to 
you!” Ari persisted and began his letter: “Although I was advised by ‘+ one 
year’ not to write, since you never write to me …” 
What is the problem with Ari’s cute hint in his friendly letter?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות applies even if one merely hints without any malice, a fact 
that may arouse animosity. The ִאּסּור applies whether the fact is mentioned verbally or 
in a letter. Emails, especially work emails, have a CC, BCC and forwarding option and 
commonly have hints of ָּע ָּר  .ְרִכילּות and לָּׁשֹון ה

 If one forgot to count the ֹעֶמר at nighttime, he should still 
count without making a ָרָכה  during the day until the next בְּ
night. One then continues to count with a ָרָכה   .בְּ

 If one is in doubt as to whether or not he has counted, he 
can still continue to count with a ָרָכה  .בְּ

FocusonMiddos
Sage SayingsDear Talmid, 

 R' Joseph Breuer ַזַצ״ל 
was   57   years   old   when   he 
escaped      from      Frankfurt, 
Germany, and set sail for America 
in January, 1939.  
 In Frankfurt, R' Breuer 
had been a ָרב for 20 years in the 
oldest shul — the Frankfurt Klaus. 
During his tenure there, R' Breuer 
gave a popular Friday night עּור  שִׁ
on the ָפָרָשה. He also published 
three ים  a translation and :ְסָפרִׁ
commentary on ְרְמָיהּו ,ְיֶחְזֵקאל  יִׁ
and the ים יּוטִׁ ים for פִׁ ים נֹוָראִׁ  'R .ָימִׁ
Breuer also officially became the 
יָבה יָבה of his father’s רֹאש ְישִׁ  ְישִׁ
after his father’s יָרה  .in 1926 ְפטִׁ
Several rabbinical positions were 
offered to him — in Antwerp, 
Salonika, and Alexandria — but 
since R' Breuer would consider 
moving only to a place that would 
financially support his יָבה  ,ְישִׁ
none of them were possibilities.  
 Kristallnacht  (November 
9, 1939) ended any hopes R' 
Breuer harbored for the יָבה  s’ְישִׁ
future. The יָבה  was forced to ְישִׁ
close. The day after Kristallnacht, 
R' Breuer was taken from his 
home by the Gestapo together 
with thousands of other Jewish 
men and was forced to stand for 

hours. All those 60 years old and 
older were released. R' Breuer 
was  in  fact  56,  but  his  frail 
appearance saved his life. The SS 
officers insisted he was 60. He 
escaped   with   his   family   to 
Antwerp, his wife’s hometown. A 
former יד  ,Jacob A. Samuel ,ַתְלמִׁ
procured an affidavit and visa and 
persuaded R' Breuer to move to 
America. 
 Two  weeks  after  his 
arrival in New York, R' Breuer was 
invited to serve as ָרב of a small 
ְנָין  of German-Jewish refugees in מִׁ
the Washington Heights section 
of NY, an offer he accepted. He 
also taught in יָבה תֹוָרה ְוַדַעת  for ְישִׁ
one year, in a יָבה  program ְישִׁ
tailored by R' Shraga Feivel 
Mendlowitz ַזַצ״ל to cater to the 
needs of the refugee ים  .ָבחּורִׁ
 My יד  the next 40 ,ַתְלמִׁ
years of R' Breuer’s life were full 
of amazing accomplishments. He 
started his life again and never 
gave in to despair. With special 
ְשַמָיא ַיְעָתא דִׁ  he rebuilt, using the סִׁ
Frankfurt model, the beautiful 
and glorious Breuer’s ָלה  .ְקהִׁ

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִׁ   ְיהִׁ
ידּות י Your                         ,ְבְידִׁ  ֶרבִׁ

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)  

1. Why is a ְמצֹוָרע singled out to live in solitude as atonement for 
his sin? Why is this punishment ִמָדה ְכֶנֶגד ִמָדה? 

2. Which )ִלי)ם  really concerned about by requiring the ּתֹוָרה is the כֵּ
removal of all ִלים א BEFORE the house is declared כֵּ  ?ָטמֵּ

1. Since his affliction is a punishment for ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע, which causes separation 
between two people, it is fitting that he be punished by being isolated from 
people (ָּד ֵיֵשב ָּד  .(13:46 — ד״ה ב

2. The ְכִלי ֶחֶרס, earthenware. All the other ִֵּלים  by immersing ָטהֹור can be made כ
them in a (14:36 — ד״ה ולֺא ִיְטָמא) ִמְקָוה. 

1. Why is a ְמצֹוָרע singled out to live in solitude as atonement for 
his sin? Why is this punishment ִמָדה ְכֶנֶגד ִמָדה? 

2. Which )ִלי)ם  really concerned about by requiring the ּתֹוָרה is the כֵּ
removal of all ִלים א BEFORE the house is declared כֵּ  ?ָטמֵּ

1. Since his affliction is a punishment for ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע, which causes separation 
between two people, it is fitting that he be punished by being isolated from 
people (ָּד ֵיֵשב ָּד  .(13:46 — ד״ה ב

2. The ְכִלי ֶחֶרס, earthenware. All the other ִֵּלים  by immersing ָטהֹור can be made כ
them in a (14:36 — ד״ה ולֺא ִיְטָמא) ִמְקָוה. 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

ָמא: ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ֶמר ת ְסִפיַרת ָהעוֹו ִהְלכוֹו

Halacha 
Corner

 There's a new Pirchei hotline!
Call now - 718-663-0212

Known as a paragon of truth, R' 
Dr. Joseph Breuer ָרב ,ַזַצ״ל of 
ַא “ ,often said ,ְקַהל ַעַדת ְיׁשּורּון

מֶענטׁש דַארף ִניׁשט נָאר טרַאכטֶען 
ר,  One — אֹויּב דָאס ִאיז גלַאט ָכׁשֵׁ
must not only be concerned 
about ‘Glatt Kosher’, —  ֶער דַארף
 טרַאכטֶען אֹויּב דָאס ִאיז גלַאט ָיָׁשר!
— one must also be sure to 
verify if it is Glatt (perfectly 
smooth and) honest!” Honesty 
is one of the most fundamental 
virtues of a true ּתֹוָרה Jew. 

Heard from a ַּתְלִמיד of R' Dr. Joseph Breuer ַזַצ״ל 



For the Sake of a MitzvahLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ִמיִני ִיּמֹול  ָרא יב:ג(.… ּוַבּיֹום ַהשְּׁ ָלתֹו )ַוִּיקְּׁ ָערְּׁ  
 On the 8th day, the … foreskin shall be circumcised. 
 The ָוה  circumcision, leaves an indelible mark on ,ִמיָלה of ִמצְּׁ
a Jew, one that is with him throughout his entire life. It is a ָוה  that ִמצְּׁ
connects generations, since the father is the person obligated to 
make sure that his son is circumcised. It is a ָוה  for which many ִמצְּׁ
Jews, throughout the centuries, have given their lives. 
 Many   stories   are   told   that   demonstrate   the   Jew’s 
commitment to this special ָוה  Even in our day and age, we still .ִמצְּׁ
hear accounts of Jews who have performed this ָוה  with great ִמצְּׁ
ִסיַרת ֶנֶפׁש  .מְּׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Rena Baruchov was waiting very anxiously. Where were 
they already? 
 Finally, there was a soft knock on the door. Rena’s husband, 
Uri, entered with a little bundle in his arms. Behind him was a man 
they had met only recently. He was known simply as R' Avrohom. 
 Mrs. B.,” said R' Avrohom. “Everything went just ,ַמָזל טֹוב“ 
fine.” 
 “Yes,” added Uri. “R' Avrohom performed the ִרית  and בְּׁ
everything went as planned. ם  no ‘surprise guests’ showed ,ָברּוְך ַהׁשֵׁ
up. Here, Rena,” said Uri, as he undid the blanket around the infant 
whom he held. “Hold our little ף  Finally, our child has a Hebrew .יֹוסֵׁ
name.” 
 Rena picked up the infant, kissed him on the cheek … and 
then she fainted. 
 Under the rules of the Communists, circumcising an infant 
was  considered  an  act  of  “religious  coercion.”  The  Communist 
regime, which was always “concerned” for the rights of its citizens, 
declared it a crime to perform a ִרית  until a boy turned 18, at which בְּׁ
time he could decide for himself whether or not he wanted to be 
circumcised.  

 Of  course,  by  that  age,  the  Communists  would  do  an 
excellent job of brainwashing these young Jewish boys to despise 
their religion and even to deny belief in the existence of a Creator. By 
the time they turned 18 years old, most Jewish boys did not have the 
faintest notion what ִרית ִמיָלה  .was all about בְּׁ
 Rena had been raised in a religious home and understood 
the importance of ִרית ִמיָלה  She knew that a Jewish boy without a .בְּׁ
ִרית ָׁשָמה was a spiritually impaired בְּׁ  However, she knew that it .נְּׁ
would be impossible to have her child’s ִרית  performed on the eighth בְּׁ
day.  
 First, a qualified ל  had to be found who was willing to מֹוהֵׁ
undertake the great risk of performing this ָוה  Then, a plan had to .ִמצְּׁ
be  formulated  through  which  the  circumcision  could  be  done  in 
utmost secrecy. It would not be easy. 
 Rena did not know how long it would be until her son could 
enter the covenant of ָרָהם ָאִבינּו  She did, however, know one .ַאבְּׁ
thing. The longer her son’s ִרית  was delayed, the greater the danger בְּׁ
that she would grow accustomed to his being uncircumcised. And 
what if it would be months or even years before the ִרית  could be בְּׁ
performed? The need to fulfill the ָוה ָׁשלֹום ,might ִמצְּׁ  become ,ַחס וְּׁ
forgotten… 
 Rena decided to do something that would allow her no rest 
until her baby had his ִרית  She promised herself that she would not .בְּׁ
kiss her little boy until he was circumcised. 
 And so, from the day he was born, Rena cuddled her baby, 
held him on her shoulder, rocked him to sleep—but never once 
kissed him. Now, as she held her little ף  in her arms, all the love יֹוסֵׁ
and emotion that had been welling up inside of her for so long burst 
forth as she kissed him for the very first time …  
  And then she fainted. 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף י״א
*Ari’s family could not go on their yearly trip around ה  time as the weather ֲחנֻכָּ
was rainy, so they all stayed at home, relaxing. Ari decided to write a letter to 
his cousin Dov. His older brother, Eli, was interested in playing a game instead 
and tried hard to persuade him not to write the letter. “Dov never wrote to 
you!” Ari persisted and began his letter: “Although I was advised by ‘+ one 
year’ not to write, since you never write to me …” 
What is the problem with Ari’s cute hint in his friendly letter?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות applies even if one merely hints without any malice, a fact 
that may arouse animosity. The ִאּסּור applies whether the fact is mentioned verbally or 
in a letter. Emails, especially work emails, have a CC, BCC and forwarding option and 
commonly have hints of ָּע ָּר  .ְרִכילּות and לָּׁשֹון ה

 If one forgot to count the ֹעֶמר at nighttime, he should still 
count without making a ָרָכה  during the day until the next בְּ
night. One then continues to count with a ָרָכה   .בְּ

 If one is in doubt as to whether or not he has counted, he 
can still continue to count with a ָרָכה  .בְּ

FocusonMiddos
Sage SayingsDear Talmid, 

 R' Joseph Breuer ַזַצ״ל 
was   57   years   old   when   he 
escaped      from      Frankfurt, 
Germany, and set sail for America 
in January, 1939.  
 In Frankfurt, R' Breuer 
had been a ָרב for 20 years in the 
oldest shul — the Frankfurt Klaus. 
During his tenure there, R' Breuer 
gave a popular Friday night עּור  שִׁ
on the ָפָרָשה. He also published 
three ים  a translation and :ְסָפרִׁ
commentary on ְרְמָיהּו ,ְיֶחְזֵקאל  יִׁ
and the ים יּוטִׁ ים for פִׁ ים נֹוָראִׁ  'R .ָימִׁ
Breuer also officially became the 
יָבה יָבה of his father’s רֹאש ְישִׁ  ְישִׁ
after his father’s יָרה  .in 1926 ְפטִׁ
Several rabbinical positions were 
offered to him — in Antwerp, 
Salonika, and Alexandria — but 
since R' Breuer would consider 
moving only to a place that would 
financially support his יָבה  ,ְישִׁ
none of them were possibilities.  
 Kristallnacht  (November 
9, 1939) ended any hopes R' 
Breuer harbored for the יָבה  s’ְישִׁ
future. The יָבה  was forced to ְישִׁ
close. The day after Kristallnacht, 
R' Breuer was taken from his 
home by the Gestapo together 
with thousands of other Jewish 
men and was forced to stand for 

hours. All those 60 years old and 
older were released. R' Breuer 
was  in  fact  56,  but  his  frail 
appearance saved his life. The SS 
officers insisted he was 60. He 
escaped   with   his   family   to 
Antwerp, his wife’s hometown. A 
former יד  ,Jacob A. Samuel ,ַתְלמִׁ
procured an affidavit and visa and 
persuaded R' Breuer to move to 
America. 
 Two  weeks  after  his 
arrival in New York, R' Breuer was 
invited to serve as ָרב of a small 
ְנָין  of German-Jewish refugees in מִׁ
the Washington Heights section 
of NY, an offer he accepted. He 
also taught in יָבה תֹוָרה ְוַדַעת  for ְישִׁ
one year, in a יָבה  program ְישִׁ
tailored by R' Shraga Feivel 
Mendlowitz ַזַצ״ל to cater to the 
needs of the refugee ים  .ָבחּורִׁ
 My יד  the next 40 ,ַתְלמִׁ
years of R' Breuer’s life were full 
of amazing accomplishments. He 
started his life again and never 
gave in to despair. With special 
ְשַמָיא ַיְעָתא דִׁ  he rebuilt, using the סִׁ
Frankfurt model, the beautiful 
and glorious Breuer’s ָלה  .ְקהִׁ

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִׁ   ְיהִׁ
ידּות י Your                         ,ְבְידִׁ  ֶרבִׁ

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)  

1. Why is a ְמצֹוָרע singled out to live in solitude as atonement for 
his sin? Why is this punishment ִמָדה ְכֶנֶגד ִמָדה? 

2. Which )ִלי)ם  really concerned about by requiring the ּתֹוָרה is the כֵּ
removal of all ִלים א BEFORE the house is declared כֵּ  ?ָטמֵּ

1. Since his affliction is a punishment for ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע, which causes separation 
between two people, it is fitting that he be punished by being isolated from 
people (ָּד ֵיֵשב ָּד  .(13:46 — ד״ה ב

2. The ְכִלי ֶחֶרס, earthenware. All the other ִֵּלים  by immersing ָטהֹור can be made כ
them in a (14:36 — ד״ה ולֺא ִיְטָמא) ִמְקָוה. 
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ָמא: ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ֶמר ת ְסִפיַרת ָהעוֹו ִהְלכוֹו

Halacha 
Corner

 There's a new Pirchei hotline!
Call now - 718-663-0212

Known as a paragon of truth, R' 
Dr. Joseph Breuer ָרב ,ַזַצ״ל of 
ַא “ ,often said ,ְקַהל ַעַדת ְיׁשּורּון

מֶענטׁש דַארף ִניׁשט נָאר טרַאכטֶען 
ר,  One — אֹויּב דָאס ִאיז גלַאט ָכׁשֵׁ
must not only be concerned 
about ‘Glatt Kosher’, —  ֶער דַארף
 טרַאכטֶען אֹויּב דָאס ִאיז גלַאט ָיָׁשר!
— one must also be sure to 
verify if it is Glatt (perfectly 
smooth and) honest!” Honesty 
is one of the most fundamental 
virtues of a true ּתֹוָרה Jew. 

Heard from a ַּתְלִמיד of R' Dr. Joseph Breuer ַזַצ״ל 
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One hot summer day, the young R’ Yehoshua 
Liff was playing ball together with his friends 

on the front steps of R’ Ruderman’s home.

Rav Ruderman smiled and took a $5 
bill from his wallet. Five dollars was 

a small fortune in those days.

The children were able to buy 
half a gallon of ice cream each.

The Rosh Hayeshivah, R’ Yaakov Yitzchok 
Ruderman, was in his room preparing a shiur.

Wow! That’s 
another 100 

points - now it’s 
even!

Are you 
sure that 

was a 
pointer?

I’m not sure 
either. OK, do 

over!

OK… do 
over!

Oy! the cheshbon is 
difficult enough… and 

with the children playing 
right by my window…

They’re wonderful 
children enjoying 

themselves... Let me 
talk to them.

Boys, vos gleichst 
du? Boys, what do 

you like?

Ice cream!

י“ד תמוז  1987 - 1901  5747 - 5661

R’ Yaakov Yitzchok Halevi Ruderman, זצ״ל, was born on ׁשּושן ּפּורים in Dolhinov, Russia. 
He studied in ישיבת כנסת ישראל in Slobodka, under R’ Nosson Zvi Finkel (the Alter) and 
R’ Moshe Mordechai Epstein. About the year 1926, he published his only written work, 
 .in Cleveland ישיבה In 1930, he joined his father-in-law, R’ Sheftel Kramer’s .עבֹודת הלוי
In 1933, he moved to Baltimore and founded the Ner Israel ישיבה. He served as its
 .of America מֹועצת He also was a member of the .פטירה for 54 years, until his ראׁש ישיבה
His תלמידים published 2 volumes posthumously: שיחֹות לוי on the פרשה, and משַאת לוי, his 
 and other areas. He was a true visionary and his love to his מנחת חנּוך on the חּדּושי ּתֹורה

.were legendary כלל ישראל and תלמידים

I can’t wait to tell 
my parents that the 

Rosh yeshivah must have 
liked the way we played 

so he bought us ice 
cream.

Boys, Gei koif 
Ice Cream - go buy 
yourselves some 

ice cream! A sach ice 
cream - a lot of ice 
cream - and enjoy 

yourselves!

Thank you!

Thank 
you, Rosh 
Yeshivah!

THOC
!

THOC
!

THOC!

THOC!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ְהֶיה תֹוַרת ַהְמֹצָרע ְביֹום ָטֳהָרתֹו ְוהּוָבא    ְקָרא יד:ב(… זֹאת תִּ ַהֹכֵהן )ַויִּ  
  This shall be the law of the ְמצֹוָרע on the day of his 
purification: He shall be brought to the ֹכֵהן. 
 In ין  is a ְמֹצָרע state that the word ַחַז״ל ,(ט״ו:) ַמֶסֶכת ֵעֻרכִּ
combination of the words יא ֵשם ַרע  one who “expresses a negative) מֹוצִּ
reputation” to others). 
 Once a person has been declared a ְמֹצָרע, remarked the  ָחֵפץ
ים  if he wishes to regain his spiritual purity, he must approach the ,ַחיִּ
 is pure will he ְמֹצָרע has declared that the ֹכֵהן Only when the .ֹכֵהן
regain his former pure status. The reason for this is as follows: Since it 
was his speech that caused him to become ָטֵמא, the only way he can 
be purified is through the speech of the ֹכֵהן, who pronounces him 
 .ָטהֹור
 This can be compared to a young child who went on a trip to 
visit his relative who worked in a huge factory. When the child arrived 
for his visit, he looked around and saw an enormous hall filled with a 
wide array of machinery. 
 “How many machines are in this factory?” the child asked. 
 “There are exactly 248 machines!” answered the man. 
“Here,  have  a  look.  This  machine  over  here  spins  threads  ...  this 
machine over here cuts the threads ... and this one rolls them …” 
 The relative continued to enumerate each of the machines in 

the factory. Suddenly, the child spotted a machine that was standing in 
the corner of the hall, surrounded by fences, locks and warning signs 
cautioning people not to approach. 
 “What does that huge machine in the corner do?” asked the 
child. 
 “This machine,” replied the worker, “controls all of the other 
machines in the factory. It is therefore the most important machine of 
them all and requires special attention. If it were to stop working, the 
entire factory would have to shut down!” 
 The same thing applies to man, said the ים  Man .ָחֵפץ ַחיִּ
possesses 248 limbs and organs, but the most important one of them 
all is the tongue. 
 The tongue determines the way all the other organs operate, 
as the verse states, “ים ְבַיד ָלשֹון  Death and life are in the — ָמֶות ְוַחיִּ
power of the tongue” (ְשֵלי י״ח:כ״א  .(מִּ
 If a person utilizes his tongue properly — that is, for the 
purpose of learning תֹוָרה and doing ְצֹות  then it has a positive — מִּ
effect on all his other limbs and organs as well. However, if a person 
lacks the common sense to use his tongue for beneficial purposes, and 
chooses instead to use it to speak ָלשֹון ָהַרע, then his entire body is 
influenced negatively! 

Adapted from Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 

ֹלֹמה was born to ַזַצ״ל Breuer ר׳ יֹוֵסף  and ,ָרב the town ,ר׳ שְׁ
Sophie (née Hirsch) in Papa, Hungary. In 1890, when he 
succeeded his father-in-law as ָרב of שּורּון ַהל ַעַדת יְׁ  his ,קְׁ

family moved to Frankfurt. In 1903, ר׳ יֹוֵסף received ִמיָכה  from his father סְׁ
and R' Koppel Reich, גאב״ד of Budapest. In 1911, he married Rika, daughter 
of Jacob Eisenmann, a founder of ֲאגָֻדה. His ִשיָבה  closed in 1938, just after יְׁ
Kristallnacht. He escaped to Antwerp, Belgium, but soon immigrated to the 
US. With ָמה  and integrity, he spent 40 years rebuilding the German ָחכְׁ
ִהּלֹות ָוה in America. From the ashes of Europe he established a קְׁ ִשיָבה ,ִמקְׁ  ,יְׁ
seminary, רּות ָרה ַקִדיָשה ,system ַכשְׁ  etc., all based on R' Hirsch’s ,ֵבית ִדין ,ֶחבְׁ
ideology. 

 ג׳ אייר
5642 — 5740 
1882 — 1980 

The first ת בָּ ״ל that R' Joseph Breuer שַׁ צַׁ  זַׁ
davened with his ה ן the ,ְקִהלָּ  was in a ִמְניָּ
small room. After ף אי the ,מּוסָּ בַׁ  גַׁ
announced the time when davening would 
start the next ת בָּ  What about the" .שַׁ
weekday ן אי R' Breuer asked. The "?ִמְניָּ בַׁ  גַׁ
explained that the ה  could not afford ְקִהלָּ
to rent a room for weekdays. At the time, 
R' Breuer lived in 3½ rooms with his eight 
children. R' Breuer selflessly declared that until 
alternate,    affordable    accommodations    could    be 
arranged, the daily ן ה would be held in his own ִמְניָּ  .ִדירָּ
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Parsha Potpourri 
Parshas Tazria-Metzora – Vol. 12, Issue 26 

Compiled by Ozer Alport 
 
 

 אדם כי יהיה בעור בשרו שאת או ספחת או בהרת והיה בעור בשרו לנגע צרעת
)13:2והובא אל אהרן הכהן או אל אחד מבניו הכהנים (  

 Parshas Tazria and Parshas Metzora primarily revolve around the subject of tzara'as – the 
different forms in which it can appear, the laws determining which afflictions are pure and which are 
impure, and the purification process for one who is stricken with tzara'as. The Gemora (Arachin 16a) 
teaches that one of the primary causes of tzara'as is speaking negatively about others. The biographical 
introduction at the beginning of the sefer Kochvei Ohr by Rav Yitzchok Blazer, one of the chief disciples 
of Rav Yisroel Salanter, records a frightening story on this topic.  
 Rav Blazer left clear instructions that he should not be eulogized after his death. When he passed 
away in 1907, Rav Shmuel Salant, who was the Rav of Yerushalayim at the time, ruled that this request 
must be honored. However, Rav Chaim Berlin, who also lived in Yerushalayim and was a close friend of 
Rav Blazer dating back to the period when he was the Chief Rabbi of Moscow and Rav Blazer was the 
Rav of St. Petersburg, came under pressure to eulogize Rav Blazer. He noted that that there was a 
precedent to disregard such instructions, as the Noda BiYehuda had done in eulogizing the P'nei 
Yehoshua in spite of the fact that the P'nei Yehoshua had explicitly requested not to be eulogized (Pischei 
Teshuvah Yoreh Deah 344:1). 
 Rav Berlin proceeded to give a public eulogy of Rav Blazer, which he suggested was a form of 
compromise. He explained his reasoning by pointing out that in recording Avrohom's response to the 
death of his wife Sorah, the Torah uses two different expressions, saying (Bereishis 23:2) that he came 
 to eulogize her and to cry over her death. The nature of a eulogy is to praise the - לספד לשרה ולבכתה
deceased, whereas crying emanates from the loss felt as a result of the death. In this case, Rav Berlin 
noted that Rav Blazer had only forbade eulogizing him by discussing his accomplishments and greatness, 
but he in no way prohibited a gathering for the purpose of crying over and mourning his loss, which Rav 
Berlin proceeded to do. 
 In a letter quoted there, Rav Berlin writes that on the following Friday night, Rav Blazer appeared 
to him in a dream to thank him for honoring his request and refraining from publicly praising him. Rav 
Berlin decided to seize the opportunity and asked Rav Blazer to tell him about the judgment in the next 
world.  

Rav Blazer replied that Hashem's Heavenly Court is incredibly strict and harsh and is beyond the 
comprehension of any human in this world. He added that the area in which the judgment is the most 
stringent is forbidden speech, and although Torah scholars have many merits, Hashem is exceedingly 
strict regarding sins that involve speech. Rav Berlin asked Rav Blazer how he had fared in his own 
personal judgment, to which he replied that the entire week he had not been permitted to appear to Rav 
Berlin to thank him, until he was finally granted a reprieve on Shabbos and allowed to come, at which 
point he disappeared. 
 This insight is even more powerful in light of the fact that it was conveyed by Rav Blazer, who 
was known to be exceptionally careful in his speech and maintained a taanis dibbur in which he 
completely refrained from speaking other than for Torah study and prayer every year for 40 consecutive 
days, from Rosh Chodesh Elul until Yom Kippur.  
 When Rav Eliyahu Lopian would repeat this story to the students in his yeshiva, he would 
conclude by emotionally repeating over and over חטא הלשון נורא מאד - sins of speech are incredibly 
severe - and there is nothing that can protect and come to the defense of somebody who sins in this area, a 
message which we should take to heart and remember the next time we are tempted to disparage another 
person or pass on a juicy piece of gossip. 
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 אדם כי יהיה בעור בשרו שאת או ספחת או בהרת והיה בעור בשרו לנגע צרעת
)13:2והובא אל אהרן הכהן או אל אחד מבניו הכהנים (  

Parshas Tazria discusses the laws governing an אדם (person) who has tzara’as on his skin. The 
Zohar HaKadosh teaches that of the many Hebrew words which refer to a person, the word אדם is used to 
connote a respected individual. Why is a person who has sinned and brought tzara’as upon himself 
referred to using an expression that signifies importance? 

Rav Nissan Alpert explains that a person isn’t measured by his mistakes. All people are human 
and are prone to err from time to time. Rather, a person’s worth is determined by whether he learns from 
his mistakes. A Torah scholar who is content with the spiritual level that he has attained and has no 
ambitions to continue improving himself can hardly be considered a great person. On the other hand, a 
regular Jew who constantly works to improve himself so that he doesn’t repeat his sins is certainly to be 
admired. In our case, although the person was stricken with tzara’as, if he comes to a Kohen to 
understand what he did wrong and to learn how to correct his ways, the Torah teaches us that nobody 
could be more important and deserving of our respect. 

 
 

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 

1) A shoteh – insane person – is exempt from doing mitzvos. Which mitzvah may be performed 
even by a shoteh? (Rambam Hilchos Tumas Tzara'as 9:2) 

2) The Torah requires (13:3) a person who may have tzara’as to show it to a Kohen. If a Kohen is 
asked to rule on the status of an affliction found on the skin of a powerful person whose 
retribution he fears, is he permitted to refuse to do so, or if he notices what appears to be tzara’as 
on the skin of somebody close to him but doesn’t want to rule him impure, may he send his friend 
to another Kohen, who may not come to the same conclusion? (Chiddushei Rav Yosef Karo) 

3) The Torah requires (13:45-46) a metzora to dwell outside of the Jewish camp and to call out, 
“Tamei, tamei!” The Gemora in Moed Katan (5a) explains that this done so that people will pray 
on his behalf that he should be healed quickly. Why is the metzora required to request other 
people’s prayers more than any other person who is ill? (Medrash Yehonason Parshas Metzora) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Rambam rules that if a Torah scholar examines a skin affliction on another person's body and 
conveys its status as pure or impure to a Kohen who is a shoteh, the Kohen may "rule" on the affliction by 
repeating the evaluation of the wise man, and his ruling will legally take effect. 
 
2) Rav Yosef Karo writes that in both cases, it is forbidden for the Kohen to excuse himself. The Torah 
appointed the Kohanim to perform this task, and if approached, they are forbidden to demur for any 
reason. Just as a judge may not show favoritism in ruling on the cases which are brought before him, so 
too a Kohen must rule on each affliction brought to him to the best of his ability. 
 
3) Rav Yonason Eibeshutz answers by citing Rashi’s comment (Bereishis 21:17) that the prayer of a 
sick person is more effective than prayers offered by other people on his behalf. Therefore, other sick 
people don’t need to announce their illnesses so that other people will pray for them. If so, why is the 
situation of the metzora different? The Zohar HaKadosh explains that a metzora is referred to (e.g. 13:4) 
as מוסגר – literally, closed up – because the Heavens are closed to the prayers of the metzora. As a result, 
he has no choice but to publicize his situation so that others will pray for him. 
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