
 uaghu vksd vtyj vzv ogv tyj tbt rnthu wv kt van cahu
 wudu cvz hvkt ovk(tk-ck)vru,v hp kg ,uks,av - 

     dt"ta vz ihbg yrpcu 'oyuap hpf obht i,arpc ubt ohtruea kdgv tyj b
;t hf ostk ,ukdk vru,v v,mr hf raptu 'ohrcsv enug ihcvk ubhfrgf ohabtk
vbvs 'vrz vsucg rsdc ov rat ohrcsn rhvz ,uhvk uhkg 'wv ,buntc tuv eust ot
vru,v ,t ktrah ukcea rjt vz vhv kdgv tyj ka iuhxbv rrug,ba vga v,utc
vz vhv apbv ,uesc hf 'vz rn iuugc ukafb fwwpgtu 'vause hrga ywwnk uxbfbu
scug tuv ot ;t hf ,gsk ost kfk hutr f"nfu /ohphgxv hba kg ohjxup ,bhjcc
kafb ubht ot ibuc,vk uhkg kyun z"fc 'vru,v hp kg ov uhagn kfu utruc ,t
hutr vru,v hp kga rcs vaug tuva ostk uk vnsb ohngpk hf 'z"ug rsdc i,njn
'vshnv kg r,h vzc tuv vcrn vghdb vzht hbpn hf ck kg oa ubht lt ',uaghvk if
'kwwr vrz vsucg rsdc tuv xbfb sug tkt r,uhn rcsk er rsdun ubht huchrv vzu
uwwe iusha hsf ',tz rpxk vru,v v,tr ,ugyv kg ushngvku ostv ,t rhvzvk hsfu
kfc 'ohektv tuv vwwhuv hf ajunc utru ,ukgnv ourc uhva vghs rus ota 'ucckc
ohrcs ,uagku ,ugyk tuv kukg kpa ahta f"uft kg 'ukafba vnc ukafb ,tz
uhkg kyun lf hshk tuch tka hsfu 'vpurmv vbuntv og ,jt vbec ohkug obht rat
u,kufhc vhvh z"hgu 'ucck enugc vbuntv ahravk hsf vbuntv hbhbg ibaku ruzjk
/vru,v ,peav hp kg ,uaghvk ov ohhutr ot ,gsku 'vbuntv xkpc uhagn kueak

omg vbvs ',uks,avv ihbg tuv vhrjt ,ugyk ostv kukg rat ohrcsv sjt   

urnau /// uruna, h,u,ca ,t lt rntk ktrah hbc kt rcs v,tu
okug ,hrc o,rsk ,cav ,t ,uagk ,cav ,t ktrah hbc

(sh'dh-tk) wudu urnauw wkk wuruna,w iuakn cu,fv hubha ogyc -
     i- r,xb iuakk 'wuruna,w - jfub iuakn cu,fv vbhaa vn ,t ihcvk a

:k"zu "ktrah hbc kt rcs v,tu" cu,fv kg h"ar hrcs osevc 'cahhk ahu /wurnauw
,t ,ujsk lhbhgc keh kt 'ifanv ,ftkn kg o,uumk lh,sepva hp kg ;t
ihpusr uhv,a hp kg ;t-uruna, h,u,ca ,t lt /vftknv v,ut hbpn ,cav
ygnk 'ihyughn iheru ihft kf 'vhbpn vjs, kt ,ca 'vftknv ,uzhrzc ihzhrzu
kt rcsn jfub iuakc j,upv euxpv ,khj,a rtc,nu /"ifanv ,ftknn ,ca
lanvc rntbv ,t [u"y euxp oa] wivf h,pawv rthc vz hpku) 'ifanv haug
iu,ca ,ca hghcav ouhcu 'vftkn [wvag,w tku-] vaghh ohnh ,aaw [oa] cu,fv
,ftkn kg of,t vuumn hbta hp kg ;ta ',cav ,kgn lghsuvk tc" '"wvk asue
wvaghhw rnt vzku 'vhktn ,hagb thva hp kg ;tu 'ifanv ,ftkn thva ohna
'if otu 'vc ,cua tuv oda wvk asue iu,ca ,ca hghcav ouhcuw 'wvag,w tku
iuakc cu,fv j,pa ogyv 'cahhk ah vz hpku '("vhktn vaghh tk vc vftknv
zhrzu ;usr vhv,a hp kg ;twa 'ifanv hbuc - hjfubv rusv kt tuv uhuuhm hf 'jfub

tuv ihtu 'kfk xbrpnu izv vwwcev hf ;tu 'kkf vbuntk vrh,x vbht ,uks,avv
ostv hf vbuhkgv vjdavv v,mr z"fc ',uchx hwwg uh,uhrck iuzn thmnvk euez
ka urushx ,t lf vwwcev ghcyv ifa iuhfu ',uks,avu vchx hwwg unjk ,t jhuurh
,t ostv vauga rjtn lt 'unjk ,t jhurvk hsf vn rcs vagh ostva 'okug
jfn tc ubht vgpavv omg hf 'vnutn ,uagk euez tuv iht cua uhkg kyunv
vagh uhkg kyunv ,t vaga rjtnu 'vwwcev ka vcjrv ushn tkt 'uhagn
thmnn vwwcev ihta vtur ot ;tu 'u,xbrp hsf ;ry uk thmnhu uka ,t vwwcev
hf ',urjt ,uhuks,avu ,uchxc ,ucrvk ostk uk ruxt rjc uca vchxv hwwg uk
ushc ahu rjtn tkt ',uchxvc rjca hnc tku ,uchxvc jyuca tuv vkdn vzc

chx',uhuks,avc ,ucrvk uk ruxt cua u,xbrp epxk hsf vc ah gcyv h"pga v
utruc ,sucgk unmg ,ubpk uhkg 'vbuatrv vchxv hwwg uhkg kyunv ,t vaga rjtu

 /ukan ohfrsv h"g ubuzn ,t uk thmnhu uhkg ojrh tuvu ',wwhav ,guahk ,upmku
tuv vcrn hf ck kg oa ostv iht ,ughdb vzht ,njn ohngpk lt     
vchxv ihtu rjtn hf uk vnsb vn ouan ',r,unv vshnv kg r,h ,uhuks,avc
',uchx sugu sug h"g unuh ,ukck uk r,un uapb ,uutf ,urhp uk vxhbfn vbuatrv
ihntn tuv ihta vzc tuv vkdn hf 'vrz vsucgf uh,ukugp ohcajb vagnk lt

evavzu 'vxbrpu iuzn uk ohthcnv ov hf uhsh hagnc vguy tkt 'uxbrpnv tuv vwwc
kucdn rcf tmh hf uck kg oa tuv ihtu 'u,gr ksudc ohngpk gsun ubht ostv
gbnhvk hsfu 'k"r ,uxrehptu vrhpf ka zujnk ;fh, ghdv ifa iuhfu u,cuj

',wwhav ,buntc rusj ,uhvk ostv kg kyun vz kuafnnrbf uk ana, vbuntv hf 
/k"r vrhpfc oaruaa ,ughdbv kf uhkgn kyc,u u,cuj vnf sg ,gsk uhkdrk

hf 'r,xb iuakc rcsk vbha lf rjtu 'wvhbpn vjs, kt ,ca 'vftknv ,uzhrzc
van hcrk wshn, ,kugw rpxc wgu) 'ohjfub obhta ohtcv ,urusv kt rcsn

/(vz lrs kg cahha 'wudu rcs v,tu v"s ta, hf ,arp 'k"mz vskhckt
c     wwwwiiiivvvvffff    hhhh,,,,ppppaaaawwwwjfub iuakc j,pa uz vkta kg sng od (z"y euxp oa) 

r,xv ka inzc ,exug r,xbv iuaka 'rjt iputc cahhu r,xb iuakc lhanvu
,t urnah ot ',ukdc ova ohbp ,r,xvc ovafa 'rnuk tca" :k"zu ohbp
hcr ouan ibjuh hcr rntw-(:j"he ,ca) trndc t,htsfu 'ohktdb shn ,cav
'ohktdb shn i,fkvf ,u,ca h,a ktrah ihrnan hknkt 'htjuh ic iugna
vhr,c ch,fu 'wh,u,ca ,t urnah rat ohxhrxk wv rnt vfw rntba
'wo,rhskw vhc hre-wo,rsk ,cav ,t ,uagkw uvzu 'whase rv kt oh,uthcvuw
/"wufu vnhkav vkutdc ktrah .rtc 'wo, rskw-vn, o,rhs vhv, vz hsh kga

cu     wwwwrrrreeeehhhh    hhhhkkkkffffwwwwah ,cav vbvs" ',rjt cahh (wudu rcs v,tu v"s d"h euxp oa) 
'w,hatrc ,caw ,trebv thvu okugv aushj rfzk thv ,jtv ',ubhjc h,a vk
'wufu ,ca ukufa ouh-tcv okug kg vrunv wtuck sh,gka ,caw thv vhbavu
(uh,ubhjc h,a) h,u,ca ,t ltw rntu j,pa 'cu,fv ,t rtck ah z"pku
znurv vkdbu jfub iuakc w,cav ,t o,rnauw ,jtv 'iarhp f"jtu 'wuruna,
w,cav ,t ktrah hbc urnauw vhbavu 'wufu ,hkdbv w,hatrc ,caw ,bhjc kg
/"wufu v,tr tk ihgu ,r,xbv wtuck sh,gka ,caw ,bhjc kg znurv r,xb wkc

Chacham Rabbeinu Yosef Chayim of Baghdad zt”l (Ben Yehoyoda) would say:

     “The Gemara states: ‘The first account of the making of the (Golden) Calf is both read and translated (odr,nu treb).
You might think (we should refrain from doing so) out of respect for Yisroel. Hence on the contrary, we are told that

it is good for them, for it acquires atonement.’ (Megillah 25b) This is difficult to understand, for how does this

acquire atonement for them? We may explain that atonement does not come from shame. Rather, it comes from the

fact that when all the people hear that Hashem accepts their repentance, even for such a grave sin, it allows them to

consider repenting. Hence, all the people who hear this reading consider repenting, which acquires atonement.”

(Monsey, NY)
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ohhjv ;f (4) c:vbe j"ut (3) oa (2) :ze tghmn tcc (1)
(7) c:vbe iuhm hrga (6) t:vbe cvz ,umcan (5) df:vme

vbe (aytayuc) ovrct kat (9) c:oa ohsdn hrp (8) df:vbe

vcuaj vatv h,cx ,nab hukhgk
v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr 

v"xa, rst h"j wpb
ohhjv rurmc vrurm v,nab tv,

Mazel Tov to our dear mechutanim, HaRav & Reb. Zvi Weiss Mazel Tov to our dear mechutanim, HaRav & Reb. Zvi Weiss Mazel Tov to our dear mechutanim, HaRav & Reb. Zvi Weiss Mazel Tov to our dear mechutanim, HaRav & Reb. Zvi Weiss 
and Mr. & Mrs. Duvi Blonder on the upcoming Chasuna of and Mr. & Mrs. Duvi Blonder on the upcoming Chasuna of and Mr. & Mrs. Duvi Blonder on the upcoming Chasuna of and Mr. & Mrs. Duvi Blonder on the upcoming Chasuna of 

Meshulem & Soochie.  Meshulem & Soochie.  Meshulem & Soochie.  Meshulem & Soochie.  ,rtp,ku oak ktrahc intb ,hc ,ubck ufz,a r"vh
 t"yhka ohrehv ofhbezku ofhruvk jb curk uhv,au Elozor & Chaykie MannElozor & Chaykie MannElozor & Chaykie MannElozor & Chaykie Mann

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk
must understand that there is a great lesson in the words

of our Sages. The lesson is that it is not in our jurisdiction

to figure out the best way to serve Hashem outside of the

boundaries of the Torah. Hashem runs the world and He

knows what He wants and what is best for us. If the halacha

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (18)

Food and Talmud Torah. It is important for one who learns
Torah to be well rested and well fed so that tiredness and hunger
do not take his mind away from proper concentration. One hour
of clear-minded learning is worth more than two hours of
disturbed learning. (It is said that Rav Y. S. Elyashiv zt”l never
missed a meal or a night’s sleep.) The Gemara in a number of
places in Shas gives us clear direction in this area.
Pas Shacharis. The Gemara tells us (1) that there are thirteen
benefits that a person gets by eating “Pas Shacharis” (literally,
bread in the morning hours). Many of them are physical health
benefits, and three of them are related to Talmud Torah:

He will be able to learn properly.

He will be able to teach properly.
He will be able to remember his learning. 

   A fourth benefit, possibly related to learning Torah, is that one
who eats Pas Shacharis, his words will be accepted by others.
This is important for his words can be used to guide others in
Torah and avodas Hashem, as well as making his logical Torah

arguments understood to his learning partners. Rashi (2) says that
all these benefits are due to the clear mind it gives him. While
Pas Shacharis is not an obligation, the Shulchan Aruch (3)

1)

2)
3)

dictates that we act a certain way or we daven at a specific

time, then it is not for us to decide what we think is best for

us. We must follow the halacha to the letter of the law.

Elevating our service against the dictates of the Torah

always smells foul, no matter how good it seems to smell.”

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

encourages us to get into the habit of eating it each morning.
Details of Pas Shacharis. The Gemara there says that the bread
should be eaten with salt. Some say (4) that if there is salt in the
dough it suffices. The Pri Megadim (5) says that one should eat
at least the volume of one egg (vmhcf) of bread. Additionally, the
Gemara says one should drink an appropriate amount of water
along with the bread. (Note: Many nutritionists say that there are
certain foods that stimulate and energize the brain for better focus
and concentration. Among them are whole grains. Water is
certainly included because it helps every function of the body.)

The Shaarei Tzion (6) infers from Rashi there that other drinks
with more nutrients are better for Pas Shacharis; it is just that
water is sufficient. The Kaf Hachaim (7) writes that it is better if
the drink is a warm drink. (The other foods mentioned by
nutritionists are eggs, beans, nuts, chicken, dairy, and blueberries.)
Not Only Bread. Some Poskim (8) say that even if it is not actual
bread, it suffices if it is made from the five grains and is baked.
However, cooked grain would not be considered Pas Shacharis. 
A Leniency. The Eishal Avraham (9) is inclined to rule that not
only grains suffice for Pas Shacharis but whatever makes him
not feel hungry - even a coffee with milk - suffices. The above-
mentioned Poskim do not seem to hold like him.

Mirrer Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz zt”l (Sichos Mussar) would say:

      “wohvkt ubk vag oue uhkt urnthu irvt kg ogv kvehu rvv in ,srk van aac hf ogv trhuw - The miscalculation of the Jewish

people was what led to a momentary period of confusion and depression. Since Geulas Mitzrayim, the Nation had

been under Moshe Rabbeinu’s constant and continuous leadership; his guidance and direct communication with

Hashem gave them stability and certainty. The moment they feared that Moshe wasn’t returning, they panicked,

leading them to build the Golden Calf. This teaches us that we must be particularly alert during moments of

confusion and depression in our lives, since we can be vulnerable to mistakes and errors in judgment.”

A Wise Man would say:

   “Get out there and keep performing. Make your life a mission - not an intermission.”                                                         



    
   The Ramban tells us that the special spice called "rurs rn" was taken from a “free” and uncaptured deer. A captured deer
cannot produce this extremely fragrant spice and even the small amount that he does make does not have a very strong, sweet
smell. Chazal ask: “Where is Mordechai (from the Purim story) found in the Torah? From rurs rn.” Mordechai is not only the
symbol of a sweet smelling spice but he is the one who teaches us how to create it! Just as a deer can produce this spice only
when he is free, unfettered and uninhibited - his “Mor” is abundant with a wonderful aroma; so too, when the Jewish people
keep Torah and mitzvos from our own free choice, not because we are forced to but because we WANT to serve Hashem, then
our actions produce a sweet fragrance up in Heaven! When we do the mitzvos begrudgingly - not because we want to but
because we HAVE TO, the fragrance of our deeds is diminished. Of course, a person still gets rfa if he does a mitzvah
unhappily - but it cannot compare to the sweet smell of nachas and ohekt ,cre that comes from doing mitzvos with love and joy. 
     This is exactly what was achieved by Mordechai and Esther on Purim. "rcf ukcea vn unhe" - At Har Sinai, Hashem held the
mountain above the heads of the people and “forced” them to do what was truly good for them - to accept the holy Torah. This
is how the Torah was fulfilled for close to one thousand years. But after the miracle of Purim took place, the Jews accepted the
Torah with LOVE; they took it to the next level of avodas Hashem. This is the message of Mordechai, the lesson of Purim, and
the most crucial idea that we must pass on to our children. Don’t just keep the Torah like a captured animal; LOVE Hashem,
embrace the mitzvos, learn Torah with a fire - and may the fragrance of our deeds bring joy to Hashem (and to ourselves!)
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         A number of meforshim question why the Luchos are described in beautiful detail only when Moshe Rabbeinu was ready
to descend from Har Sinai and bring them to the people. The posuk states: “Moshe turned and went down from the mountain,
the two Luchos (tablets) of the testimony in his hand ... on one side and on the other side they were inscribed. And the tablets
were G-d’s work, and the inscription was G-d’s inscription, engraved on the tablets.” Why was this vivid description not
applied at the time when the Luchos were actually given to the Jewish Nation? Why only later when the Jews made the Egel
Hazahav and Moshe was about to destroy them does the Torah describe the miraculous Luchos in great detail?
     I once said the following machshava at the yahrtzeit of my father z”l. We often do not appreciate what we have in life until
we lose it. This inability to appreciate what we have before it is too late is one of the saddest aspects of nature. When the Luchos
were first given to Moshe, Klal Yisroel may have not paid attention at all to their unique beauty or notice the miracle of the
words inscribed from inside and outside. The true value of the Luchos became apparent when they were about to be destroyed.
     This lesson applies to raising children. When they are small, we often get caught up with “life” and forget to spend time
with them. Years later, when our nests empty out and our children marry, we look back and reminisce how we miss the
laughter of our two year-olds, our teenagers, and even the toys and clothes that are left on the just-cleaned floors. This is
especially true when parents pass away in their old age. We realize then what we have lost. And that we should have
welcomed their friendly advice and appreciated the warmth, the caring and the love that poured forth from true loving parents.
     By reserving the beautiful description of the Luchos until later when they were about to be destroyed, the Torah is teaching us
to appreciate our many gifts of life: our children, our parents and the many other gifts that Hashem gives us before it is too late.                                      

//// ,utn anj rurs rn atr ohnac lk je v,tu (df-k)

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 wudu lng vag hbt rat tuv trub hf wv vagn ,t ucrec v,t rat ogv kf vtru(h-sk)
     R’ Shneur Kotler zt”l once came to a city to fundraise for Lakewood Yeshivah. He was briefed on who to go to for
money - and who not to go to. One name stood out. “This man does not believe in giving charity,” was what he was told,
but R’ Shneur was not deterred. He insisted on visiting the man’s palatial estate, event though he knew it would take
considerable time away from the homes where he would actually get money. When he arrived at the man’s residence, he
was cordially invited in. However, as he led the Rosh Yeshivah into his study, the rich man made sure to tell him, “Rabbi, I
want you to know, that I do not give to charity, so if that is why you are here, you are wasting your time.”
     In response, R’ Shneur simply smiled. “I came to visit a fellow Jew,” he reassured him. “I am, however, intrigued by
your attitude. Tell me, why don’t you believe in charity?”
     “You see, Rabbi,” the man explained, “I went to Yeshivah as a child. But then, I went through the concentration camps.
Living through that terrible experience made me wonder how can G-d exist and lets this destruction come upon His people?”
     “My friend,” R’ Shneur said in a soft voice, “you had a terrible experience. But we may not question Hashem’s
reasons.” R’ Shneur gently continued to discuss various topics with him, and the conversation went on for quite a while.
     Finally, R’ Shneur turned to the man and said, “In the past two hours that I have spent in discussion with you, I could
have seen several people - people who support Torah. Instead, I decided to visit you.” R’ Shneur paused. “Why? Because I
wanted to give you an opportunity to merit a portion in Olam Haba through the mitzvah of Tzedakah.”
     Tears welled up in the wealthy man’s eyes. He was truly touched. “Thank you, Rabbi,” he whispered. He wrote a check
for fifty dollars and handed it to R’ Shneur, who thanked him with  broad smile and wished him well before departing.
     As he got back into the car, the man accompanying R’ Shneur asked, “Rebbi, was it really worth spending so much time
with this man for just fifty dollars?” R’ Shneur nodded vigorously. “It certainly was,” he said. “Let me explain with a story.
     “At the outset of World War II, my father, R’ Aharon zt”l, successfully managed to cross the border from Poland into
Russia, with the rest of our family. However, he realized that in all the commotion, he had left his Tefillin behind. He
decided to go back for them. Despite the danger and the pleas from family and friends, my father was determined to get his
Tefillin. That night, he crossed back into Poland, retraced his steps and found his Tefillin just where he had left them.
     “By then it was morning, so my father decided to wait until nightfall before attempting to return to Russia. He headed
to one of the border villages to find a place to stay during the day and knocked at the door of one of the farmhouses.
     “A kind farmer opened and allowed him to stay for the day. My father began to speak with his host, and he discovered
that the man was Jewish, but he knew nothing about his heritage. Since it was full daylight, my father took out his Tefillin
and began to daven Shachris. The farmer watched my father intently as he davened. My father realized that this man had
never seen a pair of Tefillin before and explained to him in easy terms that one who wears Tefillin is rewarded in the World
to Come. With my father’s help, the man put on Tefillin for the first time and it was a very meaningful experience for him.
     “My father stayed in the farmhouse the rest of the day. Late at night, he again crossed the border back into Russia.
    “Years later, my father had a dream. A Polish farmer appeared and asked, ‘Do you remember me? You stayed in my house
in Poland, after retrieving your Tefillin.’ He told my father how, after he died, he was called before the Heavenly Court. ‘The
evidence against me was overwhelming. I was sure I was doomed. But then, one defending angel came forward, and
recounted how I had once put on Tefillin. For that one mitzvah alone, I was granted a share in the World to Come.’
     “The next morning, my father remarked, ‘At the time, I thought that I had gone back for my Tefillin. Now, I see that
Hashem had sent me back to help a fellow Jew merit a portion in the World to Come.’”
     “So you see,” R’ Shneur continued, “I was more interested in changing this man’s attitude toward charity and faith in
Hashem, than I was in the money I could get from him. With his new outlook, he will merit a portion in Olam Haba. And
that’s what I wanted to accomplish.”                                                                                                                                                

    c,fn c,fnvu vnv ohekt vagn ,jkvu
 wudu ,jkv kg ,urj tuv ohekt       (zy-ck)

 //// o,rsk ,cav ,t ,uagk ,cav ,t ktrah hbc urnauzy-tk)(
   The Gemara (h ,ca) states as follows: “(Hashem said) I
have a precious gift in my treasure chamber, its name is
Shabbos. I want to give it to the people of Israel.” 
    Rabbeinu Ovadia Seforno zt”l explains that based on
this concept, the Sages who formulated the Shabbos
morning "vshng" (Shemona Esrai) emphasized, “You did
not give it to the nations of the world,” in fact they are not
even permitted, being uncircumcised, to partake in the
"vjubn" - the constructive rest, which is so characteristic of
the holy day of Shabbos. This is also echoed in the words
in Parshas Ki Sisa: “The Children of Israel are to observe
the Shabbos to constructively make of it the Shabbos
throughout their generations.” The implication is that
proper observance of Shabbos will ensure that we - the
Jewish people - will continue to survive throughout the
generations and will be part of the ultimate redemption.
    EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
     THE MIDDAH OF .... dddddaaaaaddddd`̀̀̀̀

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

     Having apbv ,jubn - peace of mind, on Shabbos requires
mastering one’s negative traits. “Six days work shall be
done, and on the seventh day it should be a complete rest
sacred to the Almighty.” Rashi comments that a "iu,ca ,ca"
- “complete rest,” entails changing (not merely controlling)
one’s negative traits and emotions (temper, anger, worry)
and striving to master positive attitudes and approaches
which are conducive to peaceful relationships with others.
    One Friday night, a policeman came to the home of R’
Yaakov Yosef Herman zt”l to inform him that he should
run immediately to his store, which was ablaze, and salvage
whatever he could before it is all destroyed. R’ Herman
thanked him for the message, but explained that he was not
able to go since it was Shabbos. The entire Shabbos, R’
Herman showed no anxiety. After Shabbos ended (and he
finished an unhurried havdala), he walked to his store,
expecting to see it in ashes; instead, his store was intact and
it was the adjoining store which had been destroyed.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   

R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: In 5665 (1905), the Imrei Emes, R’ Avraham
Mordechai Alter zt”l, took over the helm of the Gerrer

Chassidus. Immediately, he made his presence felt by
taking a stand against the tendency for chassidim to daven

very late in the morning, even past Zman Tefillah. He made
a general rule that davening must only take place before the
end of this halachic time period for the morning Shacharis
(vkhp, inz ;ux), in all the Gerrer Shtieblach.
     One of the older and more sincere chassidim came to the
newly installed Rebbe and cried that he cannot perform his
extensive predavening preparations with this new takana

extensive pre-davening preparations with this new takana
and his davening is now lacking in true fervor.
    The young Rebbe answered that in the Tefillah of “Pitum
HaKetores” (said every morning) it says that if even a tiny
amount of honey was added to the mixture of spices used in
the Temple, the smell would be too much for any human.
However, although this might be a good rationale, Chazal
tell us that the underlying reason that we don’t combine
them is because Hashem commanded us not to do so.
lynp: The Gerrer Rebbe turned to his chasid and said, “You
must 



THE BEST PILOT
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
When a person knows he is being carried by 
Hashem, the troubles of this world won't bother him.
I was once told a story about a businessman on a 
flight. He was seated next to an eight-year old girl and 
was very surprised that she seemed to be traveling 
alone. After takeoff, she took out some crayons and a 
coloring book, cheerfully occupying her time.
About an hour in, the plane suddenly experienced 
extreme turbulence. The pilot announced that 
everyone should fasten their seatbelts and remain 
calm, as they had encountered rough weather. Over 
the next half hour, the plane rattled and bounced, 
shaking all the while. Some people cried, others 
praying. The businessman was sweating, clenching 
his armrest as tightly as he could.
Meanwhile, the little girl sat quietly in her seat. Her 
crayons and coloring book were tucked into the seat 
pocket in front of her, and her hands rested calmly on 
her lap. Incredibly, she didn't seem worried at all.
When the turbulence ended, and the plane finally 
began its descent, the man couldn’t help but ask the 
little girl, “How did you stay calm the entire flight, 
since you are here alone?”
She looked up at the man and replied, “My father is 
driving the plane. He is the best pilot, and he is taking 
me home.”
There is no greater blessing than having Hashem 
in our lives. Although now we live in a time of 
concealment and cannot see Hashem work openly, 
each person, if he wants, can see Hashem hidden in 
his own life. What more could a Jew possibly want 
than to know that Hashem is with him?  

INVIOLABLE TRUTHS
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

With the instructions to build the Mishkan and with the handing over of 
the luchos, Matan Torah was completed. Now it was necessary to plant the 
nation’s soul, the Torah, in its midst. From the Mishkan, the Torah would 
radiate out to the entire nation, and its spirit would fill the heart of each 
individual, to realize the promise: V’asu li mikdash, veshachanti besocham.

But as all this was transpiring on Har Sinai, events were taking place in the 
camp below that attested only too realistically to the vast gulf between the 
reality of the people and the heights of the Torah they were to receive.

Hashem’s threat—“Achaleim, v’e’eseh oscha l’goy gadol,” that the nation that 
had been established to receive the Torah would be destroyed, while Moshe 
and the Torah were assured a future—demonstrated the absoluteness of the 
Torah's destiny, which comes from Hashem, and like Him, is timeless.

No one should ever imagine that the Torah should be adapted to changing 

There is no camera in the world that is as complex as the human 
eye, that can constantly capture everything going on in full color 
and breathtaking minute detail as the eye does. Millions of nerve 
endings in the retina are connected to the brain, which interprets 
all the images simultaneously. When we wake up in the morning 
and open our eyes, we should feel a deep sense of gratitude for 
the ability to see. If needed, we would give away everything we 
own to avoid losing the ability of sight. Now we have it all for 
free. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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times. On the contrary, each generation is 
entitled to a present and a future only while it 
accommodates itself to the Torah. The Torah is 
the absolute, ultimate goal of the Jewish nation. 
And the generation of Matan Torah was still 
infinitely far from it.

If the Torah, with its unalterable ideals, 
nevertheless came down to that generation, the 
implication is: the Torah was not given to the 
people to suit their convenience. Rather, it was 
given to klal Yisrael so that the nation should 
shape itself, elevate itself, to the moral and 
spiritual heights of the Torah.

As soon as the Torah came down to klal Yisrael, 
over whom it was meant to reign supreme, cheit 
ha’eigel presented it with its first challenge. 
The Torah was to demonstrate Divine power by 
training this people to accept it out of complete 
submission, and its resting place was to be first 
and foremost a place of education toward a 
better and purer future.

In Devarim 9:20, we are told that Aharon 
committed a serious sin in playing along with 
the cheit. He should have opposed the people, 
even at the risk of his own life. Aharon thought, 
however, that it would be prudent to yield. 
He reasoned that if he fell victim to the mob, 
they would lose all restraint. By taking control, 
Aharon believed he would be able to stall until 
Moshe returned, limiting the scale of the sin.

In the aftermath, the first kohen gadol learned, 
and taught all future generations, that a Jewish 
leader cannot try to be clever. The truths of the 
Torah are not his to concede. He may not give 
up part of them to save the rest.

G-d's testimony is inscribed on granite rock. 
One can acknowledge it, or, at his own peril, 
reject it. But no one, not even the kohen gadol, 
can alter so much as one letter. 

BEYOND OUR REASON
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Chazal took many steps to ensure that we would never forget the Beis 
Hamikdash or the practices that were performed there. In preparation for 
bringing the korban Pesach, every Jew needed to be purified from defilement 
caused by contact with a deceased person (tumas mes), which was achieved 
through the sprinkling of the ashes of the parah adumah. To commemorate 
this, our Sages designated a special Shabbos to read the section about the parah 
adumah: Parshas Parah.

The mitzvah to slaughter a reddish-brown cow, mix its ashes with a few 
ingredients, and sprinkle it on a person who has somehow come in contact 
with a dead body is a mitzvah mystery. We call it a chok, a command we fulfill 
without knowing why, but continue to do because it is so inscribed in our Torah. 
Similarly, the laws of kashrus, shaatnez and cooking meat in milk are chukim, 
among others.

Many people find it harder to accept chukim than mishpatim, which are 
logical mitzvos we can find reasons to obey. But Rashi tells us in the name of 
the Midrash Tanchuma that there is really no difference. “Since the Satan 
(represented by our inner voice of doubt) and the nations of the world taunt 
Yisrael saying, ‘What is this mitzvah, and what reason is there for it?’ therefore 
the Torah writes ‘It is a chok.’ It is a decree from before Me, and you have no 
permission to have any second thoughts about it.”

We don't need to use our judgment to see if these mystery mitzvos sit right with 
us. We rely exclusively on Hashem’s. He commanded, and He knows what is 
right and wrong, whether we understand or not.

Imagine that there was a mitzvah not to drink milk without first cooking it. It 
would have remained a chok for thousands of years, subject to accompanying 
scorn from our gentile neighbors and our own wonderment as well. All that 
would have come to an end when a French chemist, Louis Pasteur, discovered 
that there are germs in uncooked milk that cause sickness, but which are 
neutralized when the milk is boiled. Today it is taken for granted that milk must 
be pasteurized. What was once a chok becomes a mishpat when we are filled in 
on what Hashem has known all along. We are confident that the wisdom is there.

Most people who fill a prescription have no idea what is in the medicine, or why 
that particular mixture was chosen over another. They rely on the expertise 
of the doctor. So too do we rely on the expertise of our Creator, and take His 
mitzvah medicines with total confidence that they are just right for us. 

BRACED FOR FLIGHT

Why don't birds fall out of the sky?

Birds’ bones are hollow, very different than the solid bones of other creatures. If their bones were 
solid too, birds would be too heavy to fly. But completely hollow bones would break easily. Instead, 
birds have hollow bones fortified with internal braces to strengthen them.An encyclopedia would 
word it as follows: “The bird’s skeleton is highly adapted for flight. Birds have many bones that 
are hollow, with crisscrossing struts or trusses for structural strength.” Adapted?  There’s nothing 
random about the way a bird is built – it has been designed with incredible intelligence.  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

A few 
w e e k s 
ago our 
c h e v r a h 

kaddisha had to go to the apartment of a 
widower who had passed away without 
any known relatives. We found there 
some valuables and a large amount of 
cash. We searched for relatives but were 
unsuccessful. Recently someone claimed 
to be his first cousin. His mother and the 
deceased’s mother were sisters, he said. He 
could not, however, produce any evidence 
to support his claim.
Q: Do we believe his claim and give him 
the possessions of the deceased, or not?
A: Poskim write that a “shtuki” — someone 
whose father is unknown — is treated the 
same as a convert (ger) who does not have 
relatives to inherit his property (if he did 
not have children after converting). In both 
cases the deceased’s property becomes 
ownerless (hefker) (C.M. 276:4). However, 
this approach is limited to cases where 
it is unlikely that we will be able to track 
down his relatives, and we assume that any 
relatives that do exist despair of inheriting 
his property and it thus becomes ownerless 
(Nesivos 256:1; Pischei Teshuvah 276:2, 3). 
When it is possible that relatives will be 
discovered, the deceased’s property does not 
become ownerless. In this situation, since it is 
possible that a relative may identify himself, 
his property will not be treated as ownerless. 
Poskim discuss this type of situation, and it 
seems that one may not take possession of the 
deceased’s assets. The only leniency is to have 
the deceased’s assets appraised and the one 
who takes them must have assets to enable 
him to return the value of the deceased’s assets 
to the relative who proves that he is related to 
the deceased (Pischei Teshuvah 285:3).
The question here is whether the individual 
who claims to be a relative of the deceased 

Purim was over and minds were now focused on 
Pesach. The empty bottles were disposed of and 
people began making room for new bottles of wine 
and boxes of matzah for the Seder.

Mr. Weiner had a hangover, though. He had gotten intoxicated on Purim, which was 
spiritually uplifting and made him feel very happy but loosened his self-control greatly. 
In his fervor, he took a gold chain embedded with diamonds that he had inherited and 
gave it to the local gabbai tzedakah to be sold on behalf of poor families. The gabbai 
refused to take the chain at first, but Mr. Weiner insisted that he take it and pushed it 
into his hands, assuring him that this was his true desire.
In addition, a customer who had been negotiating to buy Mr. Weiner’s house managed 
to convince him to sign a sales contract for significantly less than he had initially asked 
for.
The following morning, Mr. Weiner returned to his normal self. He faintly remembered 
something about giving the gold chain and signing a contract. His family filled in the 
details of the story and showed him the signed contract, to his dismay.
Mr. Weiner’s head began to swirl, and not from wine. He asked the gabbai tzedakah 
to return the chain. “I can’t do that,” said the gabbai. “It comes at the expense of poor 
families. The most I can do is return the chain if you give me its value.”
And the buyer of the house was not cooperative about voiding the contract. He insisted 
that Mr. Weiner was sufficiently competent for his action to be legally valid.
“I must speak with Rabbi Dayan immediately about this!” Mr. Weiner exclaimed. He met 
with Rabbi Dayan and unfolded the story before him. “Are my transactions valid?” he 
asked with concern.
“This depends on your degree of 
drunkenness,” answered Rabbi 
Dayan. “There are various levels of 
drunkenness, with different halachic 
ramifications.” 
“Could you please elaborate?” asked 
Mr. Weiner.
“The Mishnah (Terumos 1:6) teaches 
that a drunk person should preferably 
not tithe,” explained Rabbi Dayan. “The 
Tosefta (Terumos 3:1) explains that this 
is because he hasn’t got full mental 
capacity, even though he is considered 
mentally competent for other matters: 
His transactions are valid, his vows and 
pledges are binding, and he is legally 
culpable for violation of prohibitions.”
“The Gemara (Eruvin 65b), however, 
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is believed. Some authorities maintain that 
witnesses’ testimony is necessary when 
someone new claims to be a closer relative than 
a known relative (C.M. 280:1). When there is no 
known relative who has assumed ownership of 
the deceased’s assets and someone claims to 
be a relative, he is believed and may take the 
deceased’s assets. 
If, however, someone claiming to be a relative 
took the deceased’s assets or a third party 
took possession of the assets on behalf of the 
relative, the new person’s unsubstantiated 
claim is not sufficient to seize the assets from 
the one who already took them. The reason is 
that when neither party has the property, we 
follow the principle of bari v’shema, bari adif 
— when one party has a certain claim and the 
other party has an uncertain claim, the certain 
claim prevails. However, this principle is not 
strong enough to take away property (motzi) 
from someone who claims ownership, even if 
his claim was uncertain (shema). 
Therefore, once someone has possession of 
the deceased’s assets by claiming to be related 
or on behalf of a relative, another person 
cannot seize those assets without actual proof. 
An unsubstantiated claim of certainty is not 
sufficient proof (Nesivos 280:1, 146:9; cf. Shaarei 
Yosher 6:14, Minchas Pitim 284 and Meishiv 
Davar 3:8).
Therefore in a situation such as yours, since 
the chevrah kaddisha took possession of the 
deceased’s assets on behalf of his closest 
relative, they may not give away those assets 
without someone presenting proof to support 
his claim.
In your specific situation, however, even if the 
cousin proves his claim, he does not receive 
the assets. The reason is that according to 
the halachos of inheritance, relatives from the 
mother’s side do not inherit even when there 
is no known relative on the father’s side (C.M. 
276:4; Chasam Sofer, C.M. 129).

money matters

exempts the drunkard from prayer (O.C. 90:1-3) and qualifies the Tosefta’s statement,” 
continued Rabbi Dayan. “Rabi Chanina states that the drunkard is considered mentally 
competent only if he hasn’t reached the drunkenness of Lot, but if he reaches that 
level, he is exempt from everything.”
“What is considered the drunkenness of Lot?” asked Mr. Weiner.
“The Rambam (Hil. Mechirah 29:18), cited by the Shulchan Aruch, describes this as one 
‘who acts and does not know what he is doing,’” answered Rabbi Dayan. “His actions 
are invalid because he is like a shoteh (mentally disturbed person) or child under six, 
who does not have any legal competency” (C.M. 235:22).
“It’s hard to define precisely when a person reaches the level of drunkenness of Lot,” 
added Rabbi Dayan. “Rav Yom Tov Tzahalon (Maharitatz #211) addresses the case of 
a person who, after drinking at a party, donated his property to charity with a valid 
kinyan (act of transaction). He writes that if the person remembers on his own what he 
did, he has not reached the level of Lot.” 
“What if it is not clear whether the drunkard has reached that level?” asked Mr. Weiner.
“In the case of a person who is questionably incompetent, as it seems here, the Gemara 
(Kesubos 20a) rules that whoever is in possession of the property maintains it,” replied Rabbi 
Dayan. “Therefore, chattel (movable property) remains with whoever holds it; real estate 
remains in the possession of the initial, definite owner” (Rema, C.M. 235:21).
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Confirming EmploymentAdapted from the writings of  Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita

Q:  Is an agreement to hire a worker mutually binding before he begins working?
A: Like transactions, employment requires some form of kinyan to confirm the mutual 
obligation. Nonetheless, unlike transactions, the parties can retract afterwards from the 
obligation in certain conditions (to be discussed later); (Pischei Choshen, Sechirus 7:2).
Any action that serves as the common practice to hire workers is also binding halachically 
(situmta), such as signing a contract or swiping a credit card, even if payment will be 
transferred later (Magen Shaul #142; Pischei Teshuvah 333:2).
A kinyan sudar also confirms the employment obligation (Shach 333:4,14; Pischei Teshuvah 
333:4).
Money (kesef) given as a deposit or partial payment confirms the employment, according to 
many authorities (Nesivos 333:1; Chochmas Shlomo 333:3).
If the employer took the worker’s tools or if the worker placed them in his property, it is 
considered a kinyan for a kablan. Conversely, if a professional took an item to work on, some 
consider this an act of kinyan (Rema 333:1; Shach 333:2,4; Taz 333:1; Nesivos 333:1,10).
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Now You Know 
Though they had heard at Sinai Though they had heard at Sinai Though they had heard at Sinai Though they had heard at Sinai ““““Do Do Do Do 

not make any idolsnot make any idolsnot make any idolsnot make any idols,,,,””””    the Jews, led by the Jews, led by the Jews, led by the Jews, led by 
the Egyptians who had the Egyptians who had the Egyptians who had the Egyptians who had joinjoinjoinjoinedededed    the the the the 
ExodusExodusExodusExodus, urged Aharon to create a , urged Aharon to create a , urged Aharon to create a , urged Aharon to create a 
““““godgodgodgod””””    for them.for them.for them.for them.    

The golden calf that was formed The golden calf that was formed The golden calf that was formed The golden calf that was formed 
became a source of tragedy for became a source of tragedy for became a source of tragedy for became a source of tragedy for all all all all 
timetimetimetime    and the Parah Aduma, the red and the Parah Aduma, the red and the Parah Aduma, the red and the Parah Aduma, the red 
heifer, was intended to atone for it.heifer, was intended to atone for it.heifer, was intended to atone for it.heifer, was intended to atone for it.    

Why was it so bad? Perhaps these Why was it so bad? Perhaps these Why was it so bad? Perhaps these Why was it so bad? Perhaps these 
people felt that their entire faith people felt that their entire faith people felt that their entire faith people felt that their entire faith 
depended on having some depended on having some depended on having some depended on having some 

representationrepresentationrepresentationrepresentation    of Gof Gof Gof G----d. If they did not d. If they did not d. If they did not d. If they did not 
have it, they would turn to other have it, they would turn to other have it, they would turn to other have it, they would turn to other 
gods. This was a necessary evil, gods. This was a necessary evil, gods. This was a necessary evil, gods. This was a necessary evil, 
right?right?right?right?    

Wrong. Once you know what HaShem Wrong. Once you know what HaShem Wrong. Once you know what HaShem Wrong. Once you know what HaShem 
wants from you, there are no other wants from you, there are no other wants from you, there are no other wants from you, there are no other 
calculations or rationales to be made. calculations or rationales to be made. calculations or rationales to be made. calculations or rationales to be made. 

If their faith would be shaken by not If their faith would be shaken by not If their faith would be shaken by not If their faith would be shaken by not 
having an idol, then that would be having an idol, then that would be having an idol, then that would be having an idol, then that would be 
HaShemHaShemHaShemHaShem’’’’s problem, not theirs.s problem, not theirs.s problem, not theirs.s problem, not theirs.    

This is why Chazal sayThis is why Chazal sayThis is why Chazal sayThis is why Chazal say    regarding the regarding the regarding the regarding the 

Red CowRed CowRed CowRed Cow, , , , ““““Let the mother comeLet the mother comeLet the mother comeLet the mother come    and and and and 
clean up the mess clean up the mess clean up the mess clean up the mess of her child.of her child.of her child.of her child.””””    

It reminds us that there is a parent It reminds us that there is a parent It reminds us that there is a parent It reminds us that there is a parent 

there to protect us and guide us and there to protect us and guide us and there to protect us and guide us and there to protect us and guide us and 
““““clean up the messesclean up the messesclean up the messesclean up the messes””””    that are that are that are that are 
caused by following the rules.caused by following the rules.caused by following the rules.caused by following the rules.    

By forgetting that they were not the By forgetting that they were not the By forgetting that they were not the By forgetting that they were not the 

final say, the Jefinal say, the Jefinal say, the Jefinal say, the Jews who worshiped the ws who worshiped the ws who worshiped the ws who worshiped the 
calf brought calamity upon calf brought calamity upon calf brought calamity upon calf brought calamity upon 
themselves and their nation.themselves and their nation.themselves and their nation.themselves and their nation.    

Thought of the week: 

When G-d gives you a 
burden, He never makes you 
carry it alone - & it may not 
even be an actual burden.  

(DK:DLTWMw)‰...ÊH YNP TA TWARL VTLEB VCRA TA wYA DMXY ALW ...VYNPM OYWG wYRWA YK‰  

“When I will drive the nations from before you and expand your borders, no man 
will covet your land when you go up to see G-d three times a year.”(Shemos 34:24) 

After discussing the various festivals to be observed, HaShem commands the Jews to 
make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem for them. Especially when G-d expands their borders and 
they are too far to visit the Bais HaMikdash regularly, He wanted to establish times when 
they would come and have an audience with Him at His temple. 

Since everyone was obligated to go, the land would be left unprotected. They might be 
afraid that the previous inhabitants would come back and try to take the land. Here, 
HaShem promises that this will not happen. They will be under the Divine protection of G-d 
Himself, and no one will take their land. Not only that, but there is a guarantee that even 
predators would leave the pilgrim’s animals alone and they would be able to graze in 
peace. This promise was given in order to reassure people that they would not suffer by 
fulfilling G-d’s mitzvah of Aliya l’regel, going up to Jerusalem for the holiday. 

The word ‘ki’ meaning when, can also mean ‘because.’ This would enhance the message 
that G-d will surely protect them because He is the one who put them at risk, by helping 
them to prosper in a far-off land. If He is putting you in the difficult situation, then surely He 
will be there to help you. 

This message has far-reaching consequences. It doesn’t refer only to the festival 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, but to any mitzvah that we are given. We are frequently faced with 
apparent conflicts when what we want or “need” to do is not in consonance with the 
mitzvos. “If I don’t work on Shabbos, I will not get the good job I want.” “I have to lie on this 
form or else it will cost me a lot of money.” “If I don’t do that, this person won’t marry me.” 

Not only does G-d promise that by fulfilling His commandments will we be protected from 
loss or harm, but He reveals that the challenge itself comes from Him! There’s no boss we 
have to impress or politician we need to win over, but HaShem challenging us to trust Him. 

Of course, one is supposed to make efforts. One must pen his animals and guard his field. 
But when that option isn’t there, such as when HaShem’s commandment tells him to leave 
it alone, then a person is to trust that HaShem is going to keep His word and protect him. 

So too, when we are faced with ethical and moral dilemmas, we must remind ourselves 
that when we follow the word of HaShem, we will come to no harm. And if we think we 
were harmed? Remember we don’t know what is truly good or bad and leave it to G-d. 

When the Chofetz Chaim visited Tchernigov, Russia, he heard about a Jew whose factory was 
open on Shabbos.  He tried to convince the man to close it but the businessman said, “I make a 
profit of 4,000 rubles every day.  Do you want me to lose that kind of money every Shabbos?”  

The sage retorted, “Would you prefer to lose the entire factory because of your desecration of 
Shabbos?  The Torah says, “On six days work may be done but the seventh shall be holy for 
you.”  Why tell us what we can do during the week?  Simply forbid working on Shabbos and that 
will be enough. The answer is that only one who guards the sanctity of Shabbos is given the 
ability to work on the other six days.” 

The owner scornfully responded, “Does the Rabbi think a verse in the Torah keeps my factory 
going?!”  The Chofetz Chaim left, disappointed that he had not convinced the man.  When the 
Communist Revolution took place, the Bolsheviks seized the factory leaving the man destitute.  
He sent a letter to the Chofetz Chaim.  “Now I know,” he wrote, “that you were right.  Indeed, the 
verse in the Torah decided my factory’s fate.”  
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Moshe Rabbeinu was the single 
greatest human being who ever 
lived. The Rambam tells us that 

of all the navi’im, he alone was able to speak 
to HASHEM directly. Normally, a prophet 
must go into an altered state of conscious-
ness to experience HASHEM. Otherwise 
the experience would cause sensory over-
load, and he would die. Moshe was able to 
speak to HASHEM in a totally clear, con-
scious state of mind. At any time, he could 
approach HASHEM and speak, experienc-
ing HASHEM as I do a neighbor or friend. 
Moshe was also granted access to the entire 
Torah, in all its depths and its secrets.  
Right after the sin of the Golden Calf, 
HASHEM told Moshe, “Go down.” Rashi 
explains this didn’t simply mean, “Go down 
to see what the nation is up to. Rather, “Go 
down”, from your greatness. You have lost 
access to the upper worlds. The ability to 
enter the Bais Din of Heaven has been taken 
from you. I only gave you that access be-
cause of the Klal Yisroel. They are no longer 
worthy, so you must go down.” 
This Rashi becomes difficult to understand 
when we take into account that Moshe 
was on a fantastic level because of his ac-
tions and ways. He spent his life dedicated 
to serving HASHEM. Clearly, this access to 
the upper worlds and his ability to perceive 
and understand Torah were things that he 
had earned because of his hard work. So 
why should they be taken from him? 
The answer to this can be better understood 
by focusing on the relationship we have to 
one another. 

³  TWO SYSTEMS IN THE 
WORLD TO COME

The Chovos Ha’Levovos explains that there 
are two systems of measurement in the 
World to Come, the internal and the ex-
ternal. The internal system is based on my 
personal growth: improving my character 
traits, increasing my awareness of HASH-
EM, learning Torah… The external system 
is based on merits outside of myself: how 
much I affected others and the influence 
that I had on people. These are accomplish-
ments that don’t directly change my state of 
spirituality, but because I was the cause of 
them, they are credited to me. 
As an example, the Chovos Ha’Levovos describes 
two individuals. The first has sterling character 
traits, is steeped in Torah knowledge, and is so 

great that he can be compared to the angels 
above. The second individual is but a plain 
person. He’s nowhere near as developed in 
his service to HASHEM as the first man. Yet 
when they both come to the World to Come, 
the second individual will tower over the first. 
Why? Because the first person brings with him 
his own merit while the second toiled to im-
prove others. Therefore, he has his own merit 
plus the merits of all of those whom he helped. 

A moshol to this would be looking at how peo-
ple become wealthy. In 2001, Microsoft Cor-
poration reported 40 billion dollars in excess 
cash. That means money that was not needed 
for operating expenses, research and develop-
ment, or marketing — extra money. Bill Gates, 
as the largest single shareholder of the compa-
ny, had become one of the richest men in the 
world with billions of dollars in discretionary 
income. It would take a successful lawyer, doc-
tor, or account 10,000 years of hard work to 
earn that kind of wealth. The question is, how 
does a person acquire so much money? 
The answer is he cannot. No single man can 
ever earn that type of prosperity. The secret 
to building wealth is to have other people 
on your payroll. A successful dentist can 
drill, fill and bill, but he is only one man do-

ing a job. Bill Gates had 20,000 workers in 
his employ. In a good market, with a good 
product and a team of thousands churning 
it out, your profits will be multiplied expo-
nentially, and you can realize that which no 
single individual can even dream of.  
This is how the Chovos Ha’Levavos explains 
these two individuals. The first person may 
have been great, but he was working for him-
self. He was a one-man operation. While he 
may have attained prominence, it was lim-
ited. The second man had many people in his 
employ. Because of him, many people grew 
closer to HASHEM. And since their growth 
came about because of him, he is credited 
with it, so he is fantastically rich in merit. 

³  MOSHE WAS WORKING 
FOR THE KLAL

The answer to this Rashi seems to be that 
when it comes to aiding others in their 
spiritual  growth, not only does HASHEM 
reward someone with the external merit 
of what others accomplished, He gives the 
person all the tools he needs to accomplish 
his mission. Moshe was the representative of 
the multitude and was therefore allowed ac-
cess to the highest level of Torah knowledge 
and understanding — not in his own merit, 
but in the merit of the entire nation. 
As important as Moshe Rabbeinu was, he 
was a man, and man isn’t allowed access to 
the upper worlds. When the Jewish nation 
was deserving, Moshe represented them and 
therefore was allowed to enter the Heavens. 
He was the conduit for bringing Torah to 
the multitudes. Once the Jews fell from 
that level, they were no longer worthy, so 
he as their shaliach was no longer permit-
ted in Shamayim. It wasn’t as a punishment 
to him, but a reality. He no longer had the 
merit of that great nation catapulting him 
to those heights. 
We see a powerful concept from this Rashi.  
When you help other people grow, not only 
do you receive reward for everything that 
they accomplish, you receive S’yata D’Shmaya 
to do things that you might not have been 
able to otherwise. Whether as a rebbe teach-
ing a difficult Gemarah, a worker for the klal 
taking on a bold project, or a parent trying to 
create a wholesome environment for his or 
her family, the merit of the 
entire group works in your 
favor, and you will be able 
to do things that would 
otherwise be unthinkable.

The Merit 
of Others
g

“And HASHEM spoke to Moshe 
saying, “Go down, for your nation 

that you have brought up from 
Egypt, has sinned”

Shemos 32:7
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Pesachim  106a) explains uasek ,cav ouh ,t rufz as 
requiring ihhv kg uvrfuz - remember Shabbos over wine. Tosafos 
notes that the original reference to Shabbos was embodied in the 
paragraph of ukfhu that is part of the Friday night Shemona Esrei. 
The inclusion of ukfhu in Kiddush is to be thmun other members of 
his household who did not daven. The repetition of ukfhu in the 
davening after Shemona Esrei was permanently instituted because 
occasionally Yom Tov fell on Shabbos and since ukfhu was not part 
of the Yom Tov Shemona Esrei it was added in immediately 
afterwards. However, the Or Zarua (,"ua 752:9) cites the 
Yerushalmi's position that originally, a full Kiddush was said in 
Shul every week. When there was no wine, ukfhu was said instead 
of Kiddush. Eventually, the repetition of ukfhu was continued even 
where there was wine, and even where Kiddush was said every 
week in Shul. This was to fulfill the words of the Midrash that 
associates the word "rat" appearing three times in the Parsha of 
ukfhu, and also in the Parsha of Parah Adumah. Whoever says 
ukfhu three times on Shabbos eve, will effect a vrpf, just as the 
Parah Adumah did. Noting that there seems to be no connection 
between ukfhu and food or drink, the Tzitz Eliezer (12:24) explains 
that requiring vsugx ouenc aushe is only D’Rabanan. As such, he 
ruled that where one was g"k bedridden and being fed 
intravenously, as he was still obligated in Kiddush, it was 
acceptable to select someone who had already been aushe tmuh 
himself to be thmun him, even though no eating or drinking would 
result, since the D’Oraysa of Kiddush could still be fulfilled. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
One man made another his Shliach to do a certain Aveirah and he 
did it. If we say vrhcg rcsk jhka iht, they are both chhj; but if we 
say vrhcg rcsk jhka ah they are both ruyp. How can this be ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Is one tmuh Mishloach Manos if he sent it by drone ?)  
The Yehuda Yaaleh (j”ut 207) states (like most Poskim) that there 
is no ,ujhka requirement for Mishloach Manos, and it can be 
delivered in any way. However, since an integral element is to be 
,ucck cren, the delivery should be sucf lrsc, and the Posuk saw 
delivery by an agent as such. If use of a particular agent is not 
deemed sucfc by the recipient, that element would be missing and 
one might not be tmuh. Today, the novelty of a drone delivery 
might be deemed sucfc, but in future, it remains to be seen.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
One who sees graves in which Jews are buried recites a special 
brocho …’ufu ihsc of,t rmh rat … h”tc. This brocho is recited 
every time one visits a cemetery, provided 30 days have passed 
since the last time. Ideally, the brocho is only said if one is 
proximate to the graves in the cemetery (it is not said from a 
passing car or bus etc.. or if viewed thru binoculars). However, if 
one is a Kohen or it is impossible for him to come closer, the 
brocho is said if he is nearby, and the graves are visible without 
obstruction. (Be’er Moshe 2:13) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Kidushin  33b) states that when a Talmid Chochom 
approaches, one must rise and remain standing as long as the 
Talmid Chochom is within 4 Amos; if a Nasi approaches, one 
must rise as soon as he comes within one’s eyesight, and one 
remains standing until the Nasi is seated, or out of sight, based on 
the Posuk: vkvtv utc sg van hrjt uyhcvu – they watched Moshe 
until he entered the tent. Rashi (ibid 32b) explains that standing 
up has to be an act of honor, and when one rises as the Talmid 
Chochom approaches within 4 Amos, it is clearly an act of honor. 
The Nachalas Tzvi (s”uh 240:7) suggests that a blind person may 
be Potur from standing up, as he cannot see the approaching 
Talmid Chochom or Nasi, and so even if he rises, it may not be a 
rising that confers honor. Certainly a blind person cannot fulfill 
uyhcvu to remain standing after he passes.  The Rosh (ihkhp, 16) 
cites an opinion that a blind person is Potur from the mitzvos of 
Tzitzis and Tefillin, as the Posuk says u,ut o,htru (and you should 
see it), which excludes a blind man. The Rosh asks: that Posuk 
speaks only of Tzitzis. Why should he be Potur from Tefillin as 
well ? The Maadanei Yom Tov suggests that since a blind person 
is exempt from Tzitzis because the mitzvah involves seeing, he 
should be exempt from Tefillin which is also connected to seeing, 
as the Posuk says: lhkg treb ‘s oa hf .rtv hng kf utru and Chazal 
darshen that this refers to Tefillin Shel Rosh. The Birkas Aharon 
(53:2) suggests that for this reason, the Gemara (Shabbos 118b) 
quotes R’ Sheishes (who was blind) as saying that he is deserving 
of special S’char for wearing Tefillin, as he was apparently 
exempt. The Besamim Rosh (73) has a similar theory regarding 
the mitzvah of Succah. The Gemara (Succah 2a) states that a 
Succah may not be higher than 20 Amos because one’s eyes do 
not generally rise to such a height to notice that one is sitting in a 
dwelling covered by S’chach, and one must know this, to fulfill 
ofh,urus ugsh ignk. As such, since a blind person cannot see 
S’chach even if it is lower, he should be exempt from Succah.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The wife of R’ Levi Yitzchok from Berditchev came into Beis Din one day 
holding her Kesubah. When asked what she wanted, she voiced her 
complaint to Beis Din that her husband was not fulfilling the Kesubah’s 
terms. “It says here: ihtsuvh ihrcd lrsf hfk hfh,h xbrptu iuzht – that a 
husband agrees to support his wife according to the standard of Jewish 
men. My husband does not give me all that I need and is therefore not 
fulfilling his promise. I would like you to rule that he must”. R’ Levi 
Yitzchok replied that the phrase his wife had quoted from the Kesubah 
does not end there but continues: tyauec iuvhabk ihxbrpns – [Jewish 
men] that support their wives with truth, which defines the referenced 
standard by eliminating any money obtained through trickery, falsehood 
or theft. With such a standard, R’ Levi Yitzchok believed he was in 
compliance. The Beis Din agreed with him. Later, R’ Levi Yitzchok 
explained that he had encouraged his wife to bring this matter before 
the Beis Din so as to obtain their Psak that he was in fact, fulfilling the 
terms of his Kesubah.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family.  
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זכר לאברהם ליצחק ולישראל עבדיך “ 32:13

אשר נשבעת להם בך ותדבר אלהם ארבה 

את זרעכם ככוכבי השמים וכל הארץ הזאת 

 ”אשר אמרתי אתן לזרעכם ונחלו לעלם

“Remember for the sake of Avrohom, Yitzchok, and 

Yisroel, Your servants, to whom You swore by Yourself, 

and You told them, ‘I shall increase your offspring like 

the stars of heaven, and the entire land of which I 

spoke, I shall give to your offspring and it shall be their 

heritage forever.” Moshe is putting forth arguments, 

being Mispalel to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that Klal Yisroel 

should not be destroyed because of the Chet Ha’eigel.  

How does Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s promise to give Klal 

Yisroel the Land of Eretz Yisroel provide a reason that 

Klal Yisroel should not be destroyed? The following 

Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and support the 

P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

זכר לאברהם ליצחק “ 32:13 – אדרת אליהו  

ולישראל עבדיך אשר נשבעת להם בך ותדבר אלהם ארבה 

 Why did Hakodosh Boruch – ”את זרעכם ככוכבי השמים

Hu need to swear to the Avos Hakdoshim about the 

goodness He would perform with their progeny?  

Certainly Hashem keeps His word, and an oath is not 

necessary.  However, Hakodosh Boruch Hu knew that in 

the future Klal Yisroel would sin, and that would cause 

the Midas Hadin to come prosecute Klal Yisroel saying 

that Klal Yisroel are not worthy of the Havtacha that 

Hashem gave due to their sins.  Therefore, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu made a Shevuah, and certainly Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu would never make a Shevuah without cause 

– and it must be kept.  By Hakodosh Boruch Hu making 

a Shevuah, it ensured that even if Klal Yisroel sin, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu would still keep His Havtacha to 

their forefathers.  Moshe’s first argument is that by the 

fact Hakodosh Boruch Hu made a Shevuah, it must have 

been done for Klal Yisroel after they will sin, for if they 

were all Tzaddikim, there would have been no reason to 

make a Shevuah.  The second argument of Moshe was 

regarding the stars.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu said that Klal 

Yisroel would be as numerous as the stars.  Stars 

represent Tzaddikim, as opposed to having said that 

they would be as numerous as the sand, which would 

not have implied Tzaddikim.  Although at that time, Klal 

Yisroel fell into the trap of the Yetzer Hara and were not 

Tzaddikim, Hakodosh Boruch Hu guaranteed Avrohom 

Avinu that his progeny would be Tzaddikim – as many as 

the stars.  Yechezkel 36:25,26,27 “ וזרקתי עליכם מים

טהורים וטהרתם מכל טומאותיכם ומכל גילוליכם אטהר 

, ונתתי לכם לב חדש ורוח חדשה אתן בקרבכם. אתכם

ואת . והסירותי את לב האבן מבשרכם ונתתי לכם לב בשר

שר בחוקי תלכו ומשפטי ארוחי אתן בקרבכם ועשיתי את 

.תשמרו ועשיתם ” – “Then I will sprinkle pure water upon 

you, that you may become cleansed: I will cleanse you 

from all of your contamination and from all your idols. I 

will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within 

you: I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 

and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My spirit within 

you, and I will make it so that you will follow My 

decrees and guard My ordinances, and fulfill them.”  

Therefore, Moshe said that Hakodosh Boruch Hu should 

not destroy Klal Yisroel, for then He would not be able 

to purify them and make them all Tzaddikim in the 

future.   

זכר לאברהם ליצחק “ 32:13 – תורה תמימה 

 Shabbos 55a – The Zechus of the – ”ולישראל עבדיך

Avos Hakdoshim ended.  If so, why did Moshe request 

Klal Yisroel be saved in the Zechus Avos?  Tosfos 

answers that the Zechus ended for the Resha’im, but for 

the Tzaddikim it is still a Zechus.  However, according to 

Tosfos, it seems to difficult to say that Klal Yisroel were 

Tzaddikim at that time, when they had just sinned with 

the Eigel.  Perhaps we can explain why Moshe invoked 

the Zechus Avos here based upon what is written in 

Sotah 10b.  A father’s Zechus does not help his son.  

When does this apply?  Only when there is no Tefilah.  

However if one is Mispalel, then the Zechus does help.  

According to this, we can explain that Moshe was 

Mispalel to Hakodosh Boruch Hu that in the Zechus 

Avos, Klal Yisroel should be saved.  This also explains 

why in Davening we invoke the Zechus Avos, for even 

according to the Shita that the Zechus Avos ended, all 

agree that in Tefilah it is a Zechus which can help.   

זכר לאברהם ליצחק ולישראל “ 32:13 – באר משה 

 Rashi in Brochos 32a says – ”עבדיך אשר נשבעת להם בך

that the Shevuah in this Posuk is referring to the one at 

the Akeidas Yitzchok.  Why does Rashi only mention 

that Shevuah, and not the ones of Yitzchok and Yaakov?  

At the Akeidas Yitzchok, Avrohom Avinu demonstrated 

that he was ready to give it all up for the sake of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, even his most beloved son.  As a 

general rule, a father has Rachmanus on his son.  When 

it came time for Avrohom to take his son and Shecht 
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him, not only did he not have any qualms about it, but 

he went joyfully for he was going to serve Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  In addition to the oaths that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu made with Yitzchok and Yaakov, there was 

something unique about the Shevuah of Avrohom.  

Although according to the letter of the law, Klal Yisroel 

should have been destroyed, but the Shevuah that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu made to Avrohom at the Akeidas 

Yitzchok was Me’orer Rachamim for them, that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu should have Rachamim upon Klal 

Yisroel as a father has for his son.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  זכר לאברהם “ 32:13 - 

 Moshe – ”ליצחק ולישראל עבדיך אשר נשבעת להם בך

mentioned the Avos and the Shevuah that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu made to them that they would be an 

everlasting great nation.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu said that 

He would make a great nation out of Moshe – and 

Moshe was a descendent of the Avos.  Therefore, if Klal 

Yisroel, aside for Moshe, were to be destroyed, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s Shevuah would still be intact 

through Moshe.  Moshe first mentioned Avrohom, 

Yitzchok, and Yaakov, the noble root from which this 

now “stiff necked” people appeared.  This root was 

possessed of moral qualities so potent with nobility 

which was entrenched in all of the Avos.  Although it 

may not be readily seen, it certainly did not completely 

disappear without leaving a trace of that nobility, in Klal 

Yisroel.  Over the course of time, this nobility will 

reappear and produce a generation that will come close 

to the level of the Avos.  When Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

swore to the Avos, He knew that the nobility of Klal 

Yisroel would always be there somewhere, and they 

would not completely lose the capacity to become 

worthy of the Shevuah.  Otherwise, Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu would not have made the Shevuah that their 

descendents would have an eternal claim to the Land of 

Eretz Yisroel.  What would happen if their descendants 

became complete degenerates, and not even one man 

like Moshe could be found?  The Shevuah must have 

been given that it would never happen and there would 

always be prominent people, and Klal Yisroel would 

never become so degenerate that Hashem’s guidance 

would be unable to correct their behavior.  Moshe was 

trying to save Klal Yisroel by advancing the argument 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu knew that Klal Yisroel would 

have that capacity to return to the nobility of the Avos, 

and that is why He made a Shevuah to them.  

Therefore, do not destroy them for they will do Teshuva 

and return to their noble roots.   

זכר לאברהם ליצחק ולישראל “ 32:13 – אברבנאל 

 Why mention the Zechus Avos when it would – ”עבדיך

seem that it should not work.  The Zechuyos should only 

work as long as Klal Yisroel follow in the ways of their 

forefathers.  However, if they do not, then the Zechuyos 

would not be of assistance.  In truth, Moshe was trying 

to make a point by stating the Avos.  The Avos were 

three great Tzaddikim, and Moshe was but one, and the 

Zechus of the many is certainly greater than one. 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu made a Shevuah to them and not 

to Moshe.  If with everything Klal Yisroel had going for 

them, the Zechus of the three Avos (which is compared 

to a chair with three legs) and the Shevuah, and it still 

was not enough and they were going to be destroyed, 

then certainly if Hakodosh Boruch Hu would make 

Moshe into a great nation, he being only one, his 

progeny would not survive.  

בינו בחייר  זכר לאברהם ליצחק ולישראל “ 32:13 - 

 ,If Moshe Rabbeinu, the master of all Nevi’im – ”עבדיך

needed to mention the Zechus Avos in his Tefilah, then 

certainly we must mention the Zechus Avos in our 

Tefilos.  We must have Kavanah that we are being 

Mispalel in the Zechus Avos, for that is the desire of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

ץ"יוסף יעב' ר  זכר לאברהם ליצחק “ 32:13 - 

 Moshe was telling Hakodosh Boruch – ”ולישראל עבדיך

Hu that He promised the Avos that their progeny would 

be many.  Certainly Hakodosh Boruch Hu would have 

only done so if amongst them there would be Tzaddikim 

and good people.  Therefore, Moshe was requesting 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu overlook the iniquity of Klal 

Yisroel at that time, for there would be great Tzaddikim 

in the future, who would certainly be worthy of being 

alive.  

י"רש  זכר לאברהם ליצחק ולישראל “ 32:13 – 

 If Klal Yisroel transgressed the Aseres – ”עבדיך

Hadibros, their forefather Avrohom was tested with ten 

trials and has not yet received reward for passing them.  

Give it to him, and let the ten cancel out the ten.  If Klal 

Yisroel are doomed to burning, remember that 

Avrohom gave himself over to be burned for Your sake 

in Ur Kasdim.  If they are doomed to killing by the 

sword, remember Yitzchok who stretched out his neck 
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to be slaughtered by the Akeidah.  If they are doomed 

to exile, remember Yaakov who went into exile in 

Charan.  If none of this will help, and Klal Yisroel cannot 

be saved in the Zechus Avos, then why tell me that I will 

be made into a great nation?  If a chair with three legs 

cannot stand before You at the time of Your anger, how 

much more so a chair with one leg will not be able to 

stand.  

זכר “ 32:13  - מושב זקנים מבעלי תוספות 

 If Klal Yisroel made a – ”לאברהם ליצחק ולישראל עבדיך

god of gold, remember that Avrohom broke and burned 

the Avodah Zarah of his father.  If they brought an 

offering to the Avodah Zarah, remember that Yitzchok 

was prepared to be an offering to Hashem.  If they 

bowed down to the Avodah Zarah, remember that 

Yaakov buried the Avodah Zarah.  If they said, “This is 

my god” – remember that they said, “ ' שמע ישראל ד

אחד' אלקינו ד .”  Immediately Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

accepted Moshe’s arguments and decided that He 

would not destroy Klal Yisroel.  In this Posuk it says that 

the Avos were the servants of Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

after mentioning their names, while in 9:27 it says, “ זכור

...לעבדיך לאברהם ” – servant is mentioned before the 

names.  The Torah switches off to teach us that they 

were servants of Hakodosh Boruch Hu from beginning 

till the end.   

 is ”לעלם“ – ”ונחלו לעלם“ 32:13 – ילקוט תימני 

written Chaseir, without the ו'  to teach us that we are 

speaking about a world that is currently hidden from us 

– Olam Habah.  Klal Yisroel will be Zoche to inherit Olam 

Habah.   

 – Haftorah Parshas Parah – ברכת חיים 

Yechezkel 36:17 “ בן אדם בית ישראל ישבים על אדמתם

ותה בדרכם ובעלילותם כטמאת הנדה היתה ויטמאו א

 Son of man, the House of Yisroel dwell“  - ”דרכם לפני

on their Land, and they have contaminated it with their 

way and with their acts – their way has become like the 

contamination of a woman who is a Nidah.”  The Yalkut 

Shimoni explains why the Posuk says that the Tumah 

that they caused was a Tumah of a Nidah, as opposed 

to saying the Tumah of a Meis, a corpse.  If there is a 

Meis in a house, a Kohen Gadol is not allowed to enter 

the house.  However, if there is a Nidah in the house, 

not only is he allowed to enter the house, but he can 

even sit on the same bench as her as long as it does not 

swing.  Had Klal Yisroel’s Tumah been compared to 

Tumas Meis, that would mean that the Shechina could 

not return to reside with them, for the Shechina would 

not enter a place of Tumah.  However, the Tumah of 

Klal Yisroel is compared to Tumas Nidah, and there the 

Shechina can reside despite their Tumah.  Yerushalmi 

Makkos 2:6 – Hakodosh Boruch Hu was asked what 

should be done to a sinner. He answered that he should 

do Teshuva and he will receive an atonement for his 

sins.  Tumas Meis never leaves, yet Tumah Nidah does 

leave – after some time and Tevilah, she becomes 

Tahor.  So too with Klal Yisroel, when they sully 

themselves with sin, Hakodosh Boruch Hu can still 

reside with them – they can do Teshuva, receive 

atonement, and become Tahor.   

וכל הארץ הזאת אשר “ 32:13 – זרע שמשון 

 In the first part of the – ”אמרתי אתן לזרעכם ונחלו לעלם

Posuk, Moshe is telling Hakodosh Boruch Hu to 

remember His oath to the Avos, and therefore, He 

should not destroy Klal Yisroel for the Chet Ha’eigel.  

The second part of the Posuk, which states that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu will give the Land of Eretz Yisroel 

to Klal Yisroel forever, how is that an argument that Klal 

Yisroel should not be destroyed?  Kiddushin 60a – If one 

says to a woman, “ הרי את מקודשת לי על מנת שאתן לך

 Behold you are betrothed to me, on the“ – ”מאתים זוז

condition that I will give you two hundred Zuz.”  Rav 

Huna says that the Kiddushin takes effect, and he has to 

give her the money.  Rav Yehudah says that the 

Kiddushin will take effect when he gives her the money. 

The difference would be if before she received the 

money from this man, she accepts Kiddushin from 

another man.  According to Rav Huna, the Kiddushin 

from the first man took effect immediately, and 

therefore the Kiddushin from the second man is 

nothing. (A woman cannot be Mekudeshes to more 

than one man).  According to Rav Yehudah, being that 

the first man did not yet give her the money, the 

Kiddushin from the first man did not take effect, and 

therefore the Kiddushin from the second man would 

take effect.  Moshe Rabbeinu was saying that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu was Mekadesh Klal Yisroel by giving them 

the Torah, on the condition that He would give them 

the Land of Eretz Yisroel.  According to Rav Yehudah, 

being that Hakodosh Boruch Hu had not yet given Klal 

Yisroel the Land, the Kiddushin did not take effect yet, 

and therefore Hakodosh Boruch Hu should not be upset 
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at Klal Yisroel for they are of the opinion of Rav 

Yehudah, that they were not yet Mekudeshes when 

they sinned with the Eigel.  However, there is a problem 

with this, for if their serving the Eigel was like they 

accepted Kiddushin from someone else, the Halacha is 

that once they accepted it, even if the first One, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, gives them the Land as per the 

condition, the Kiddushin does not take effect.  Rather, 

the Kiddushin with the Eigel remains.  We can answer 

that in this case, Klal Yisroel accepted the Kiddushin 

from the Eigel in error, for they thought that Moshe 

died.  Therefore, once Moshe came back, it nullified 

their second Kiddushin, and the first one would take 

effect as soon as they received the Land of Eretz Yisroel.   

שוב מחרון אפך והנחם על “ 32:12 – בן איש חי 

 Return from your flaring anger and“ – ”הרעה לעמך

reconsider regarding the evil against Your people.”  It 

says in the Zohar 3:114a – There is a wicked male 

(Malach) called רע, and there is a wicked female 

(Malach) called רעה.  Vayikra 26:6 “ והשבתי חיה רעה מן

 And I will cause wild beasts to withdraw from“ – ”הארץ

the land.”  The Posuk is telling us that if Klal Yisroel will 

follow the Rotzon Hashem, then He will nullify the 

power of “רעה”, however if Klal Yisroel, Chas V’sholom 

does not follow Rotzon Hashem, then רעה will rule over 

them.  Yechezkel 34:14 “במרעה טוב ארעה אותם” – “I 

will shepherd them upon a good pasture” – The Posuk is 

telling us that through the Zechus of the Torah which 

was given in מ'  forty days – which (the Torah) is called 

 If you  .טוב into רעה will rule and change the טוב ,טוב

add a מ' , representing the forty days that the Torah was 

given, to the beginning of רעה, you have במרעה “  .מרעה

'מ With the – ”טוב  – Torah, which is called טוב, one will 

be able to turn the רעה into והנח“ – ”והנחם“  .טוב” – 

“ 'מ ” – One can turn away the anger of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu by “הנח” – placing the, “ 'מ ” (which represents 

Torah) in the beginning of the רעה, and turn it into טוב.  

 ,A Nachalah – ”ונחלו לעלם“ 32:13 – העמק דבר 

an inheritance, has the connotation that it follows the 

rules of inheritance without any interruption.  Even 

when Klal Yisroel are exiled from the Land, it is still 

theirs – it is still their inheritance.  However, if 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu would have destroyed Klal Yisroel 

except for Moshe, it would mean that the division of 

the Land amongst the twelve Shevatim would have 

been moot – for it would all go to Moshe.  This is 

considered an interruption in the normal way that 

inheritance goes, for the Shevatim should retain their 

inheritance.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave Yaakov Avinu a 

Havtacha that his children would inherit the Land, and 

therefore Moshe was saying that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

should not destroy them for then the Havtacha that 

Yaakov’s progeny would inherit the Land for eternity 

would not happen.   

 – ”לעלם“ – ”ונחלו לעלם“ 32:13 - תפארת יהונתן 

This refers to Torah.  Torah is called “עולם” – “world” – 

for it is Torah which keeps the world going.  It is through 

Eretz Yisroel that Klal Yisroel are Zoche to the Torah.  If 

so, it is only through Eretz Yisroel that Klal Yisroel can 

truly be Zoche to the Torah Hakdosha, for it is the Land 

which creates purity and a proper place for the Torah.  

Moshe was telling Hakodosh Boruch Hu that He should 

not be angry with Klal Yisroel for the Chet Ha’eigel, for 

they had not yet received the Torah in its completion – 

they had not yet gotten the Land of Eretz Yisroel, and it 

is only after they had the Land that their acceptance of 

the Torah was able to be complete.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why Moshe 

mentioned the Land of Eretz Yisroel when trying to save 

Klal Yisroel from destruction.  The Avos Hakdoshim 

were given a Havtacha that the Land of Eretz Yisroel 

would remain with Klal Yisroel for eternity.  The Land of 

Eretz Yisroel is directly connected to the Torah 

Hakdosha – through the Land of Eretz Yisroel, Klal 

Yisroel can have a true connection to the Torah 

Hakdosha. It is the Zechus of our doing Teshuva and 

returning to Hashem and His Torah, that we were Zoche 

not to be destroyed. Oh, how we must treasure this 

most precious gift of Eretz Yisroel, which gives us the 

Zechus of the Torah, which in turn gives us our 

connection to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Even Chas 

V’sholom when Klal Yisroel sins, their status is in a state 

of Tumas Nidah – where one may reside in her presence 

– and so too the Shechina remains.  We always have 

that connection to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and when we 

sin, we must do Teshuva, as Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

awaits our Teshuva, awaits for us to purify ourselves – 

which is signified by the Parah Adumah.  May we be 

Zoche to once again have the Bais Hamikdash in the 

holy Land of Eretz Yisroel, and bring a Parah Adumah to 

purify ourselves, במהרה בימינו אמן! 
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R’ Shimon Schwab once spent some 
time in Denver visiting his son R’ Myer, 

the dean of the city’s Bais Yaakov.

R’ Shimon insisted, explaining that he wanted 
to also have a share in this Kiddush Hashem.

When R’ Myer came home he returned with 
two suits and gave the change to his father.

My son, as you know, I 
have severe difficulty walking. 
Could you please take this $20 
and pick up my suits from the 

cleaners?

Myer, you gave 
me far too much 

change - the cleaner 
must have charged you 

for only one suit!

Papa, you are 
right! Bli neder, 
first thing in the 
morning I’ll go 
back and return 
the extra money.

Myer, I apologize for the 
inconvenience, but it should 

not wait until tomorrow. Can 
we go right now? And I want 

to come along!

Papa, of course... but 
isn’t it better to stay 
home, because of the 

difficulty walking?

Myer, please park 
the car in front of the 
cleaners, and explain 

to the proprietor that I 
would have come myself 

but I have difficulty 
walking...

Papa, of 
course... this 
is my special 

zechus!

י”ד אדר א‘  1995 - 1908  5755 - 5669

 in Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany. He learned חנה and ר׳ יהּודה was born to זצ״ל Schwab ר׳ שמעֹון
at Telz and Mir before becoming דין in Darmstadt. He married Recha Froehlich in 1931. In 
1933, he became the רב in the district of Ichenhausen in Bavaria. Escaping Nazi Germany in 
1936, R’ Schwab served as רב in Baltimore, and founded the Bais Yaakov School for Girls 
of Baltimore. In 1958, he joined R’  Joseph Breuer ל ״ צ ז ,  serving as ב ר  of
,A prolific writer, his magnum opus .פטירה where he served until his ,קהל עדת יׁשּורּון
 Rav Schwab on Prayer, edited posthumously) עּיּון תפלה ,Selected Writings ,מעין בית הׁשֹואבה
by ר׳ משה, his eldest son), and more reflect his original thinking, practical השקפה and 

historical genius.

R’ Myer told the proprietor what his father had 
instructed him to say and pointed to his father in the car. I know! My father is a Rabbi, 

and to him the matter of having 
money in his possession that did not 
belong to him needed to be rectified 

right away. It could not wait till 
tomorrow!

Thank you so much 
for returning the money, but, Rabbi, 

you and your elderly father shouldn’t 
have made a special trip for this! 

You could have brought the money 
tomorrow.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

א ֶאת רֺאׁש  שָּׂ י תִּ מֹות ל:יב(… כִּ )ׁשְׁ  
When you take a census [literally—when you raise the head]     
Why did the ה ַלל  choose to describe the counting of ּתֹורָּׂ כְׁ

ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ א ֶאת רֺאׁש with the unusual expression יִּ שָּׂ י תִּ  when you raise the ,כִּ
head? Even more puzzling is the teaching of ֲחַז״ל in א רָּׂ א ַבתְׁ בָּׂ ָאַמר ,(י:) בָּׂ
א שָּׂ י תִּ כִּ ֵאל ָאַמר לֹו בְׁ רָּׂ שְׁ רּום ֶקֶרן יִּ ֵני ד׳ רבש״ע ַבֶמה ּתָּׂ פְׁ  said ֺמֶׁשה — ֺמֶׁשה לִּ
before ד׳, ‘Master of the Universe, how will the pride of ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ  be יִּ
raised?’ To this ד׳ replied, ‘With א שָּׂ י תִּ  In the context of the other ’.כִּ
teachings of the א רָּׂ מָּׂ  it means that the pride of the Jews can best be ,גְׁ
elevated by their giving ה קָּׂ דָּׂ  give His answer with the ד׳ Why did .צְׁ
beginning of the סּוק א ,פָּׂ שָּׂ י תִּ ה when He was referring to ,כִּ קָּׂ דָּׂ  which ,צְׁ
is the ה וָּׂ צְׁ סּוק in the middle of the מִּ ׁשֹו ,פָּׂ יׁש ֺכֶפר ַנפְׁ נּו אִּ תְׁ נָּׂ  every man — וְׁ
shall give ד׳ an atonement for his soul? 
 R' Moshe Feinstein ַזַצ״ל offers the following explanation. 
People sometimes try to justify themselves for not putting any extra 
effort into their ה  with the claim that they are just ,ד׳ service to ,ֲעבֹודָּׂ
not on such a high level. They say that they do not really have the 
brain power needed to be able to learn properly, and see themselves 
as inadequately fulfilling the ֹות צְׁ  that they do. They think that it מִּ
would be displaying arrogance to try to learn too much or do ֹות צְׁ  in a מִּ
proper manner. This false humility is nothing more than a ploy of the 
ע רָּׂ ה to keep people from learning ֵיֶצר הָּׂ ֹות and fulfilling ּתֹורָּׂ צְׁ  .מִּ
 To counter this strategy, the ה  comes and tells us, Lift up ּתֹורָּׂ
your head and be counted along with everybody else! You count as 

one person, one Jew; you must contribute equally to the ‘ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ ַלל יִּ  כְׁ
offerings fund,’ just like the biggest יק ם and the biggest ַצדִּ כָּׂ יד חָּׂ מִּ  .ַּתלְׁ
Therefore, just like anyone else, you are expected to do as much as 
you are capable of — no less and no more. Do not be so humble as to 
think your abilities are less than they are. All you need to grow in ה  ּתֹורָּׂ
and ֹות צְׁ  is a willingness to work and a burning desire to improve מִּ
yourself. With these alone, you can become great, in accordance with 
your unique nature and abilities. 
 Thus, when ד׳ wished to count ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ ֵני יִּ  He did it in a way ,בְׁ
that would make each person feel uplifted by the counting. This is the 
deeper message of the words א שָּׂ י תִּ  .כִּ
 The ה וָּׂ צְׁ נֹות of contributing to the fund for the מִּ בָּׂ רְׁ ַלל  of קָּׂ כְׁ
ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ  also had a secondary purpose. It would make everyone feel יִּ
equal in donating for the service of ד׳. This would make it easier for 
anyone to see himself as just as important to ד׳ as the greatest ים יקִּ  .ַצדִּ
Each of us must maximize our potential and undertake to put effort 
into ה ֹות and ּתֹורָּׂ צְׁ  to achieve as much as we can, for everything מִּ
depends on us alone. As the נָּׂה ׁשְׁ ה  :teaches(ָאבֹות ב:כא) מִּ אכָּׂ לָּׂ ֶליָך ַהמְׁ לֺא עָּׂ
ֶמנָּׂה ֵטל מִּ בָּׂ הִּ ין לְׁ ה ֶבן חֹורִּ לֺא ַאּתָּׂ מֹור וְׁ גְׁ  You are not required to complete — לִּ
the task [to learn the entire ה  but you are also not free to allow ,[ּתֹורָּׂ
yourself to ignore the work that you could do [ and let your potential be 
wasted!]. 

Adapted from: Darash Moshe (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם  was born in Chicago, IL, to ַזַצ״ל Helberg ר׳ ָדִוד
 At the age of 11, he .(née Bodenstein) ִזיסל and ַאִביְגדֹור
went to learn in Telz, where he became close to  ר׳ ֶאְלָי׳ ֵמִאיר

 after his ר׳ ָדִוד who became like a father to ,ר׳ מָאטל ַכ״ץ ַזַצ״ל and ּבלָאְך ַזַצ״ל
parents’ ְפִטיָרה while he was still a ָּבחּור. In 1960, he married ִצְבָיה (née 
Safier) and became a ֶרִּבי in ר׳ טַײץ’s ְיִשיָבה. Their home was legendary for its 
 ְקִהָלה in 1970, serving his ַקַהל ֵּבית אַײִזיק ְצִבי of ָרב He became .ַהְכָנַסת אֹוְרִחים
with exceptional devotion until his ְפִטיָרה. His inspiring ְדָרשֹות and ִשעּוִרים, 
brimming with ֱאֶמת and fiery enthusiasm for ד׳'s ּתֹוָרה, were full of warmth 
and love for his ִמְתַפְלִלים. Wherever he went, ר׳ ָדִוד built individuals, 
families, ּתֹוָרה and ִײדישקַײט. 

 כ׳ אדר
5693 — 5771 
1933 — 2011 

 R' Dovid Helberg ַזַצ״ל was a master of the 
Telzer ִהְתַנֲהגּות (hallmarks) of ְמנּוַחת ַהֶנֶפׁש 
(being calm), ֵסֶדר (orderliness),  ֲחִׁשיבּות
 total ,ְמִסירּות ֶנֶפׁש valuing time and ,ַהְזַמן
dedication, for ּתֹוָרה and ָמסֹוָרה. Together 
with these regal traits and his deep  ַאֲהַבת
 he was able to influence many ִיְשָרֵאל
individuals through his heart and  ִיְרַאת
 without even saying a word. As one ָׁשַמִים
woman said, “I started wearing a sheitel, not 
because he told me, but only because he didn’t tell me 
to… but I knew this would make him happy!” 

In honor of Simcha Schron's bar mitzvah
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

)ְׁשמֹות ל:יב(… ְוָנְתנּו ִאיׁש כֶֺּפר ַנְפׁשֹו לה׳ …   
…every man shall give his personal redemption to הקב״ה … 
 The ַבַעל ַהטּוִרים notes that the word ְוָנְתנּו, which is spelled 
with the letters נ ,ת ,נ ,ו and ו, is a palindrome; it reads the same both 
backwards and forwards. This is to teach us that whatever a person 
donates to ְצָדָקה will ultimately be returned to him; one never loses 
by giving charity. If this is true regarding giving away money, then all 
the more so when one gives of himself in an act of ֶחֶסד. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞  
 As     the     Grossman     children,     grandchildren     and 
great-grandchildren surrounded their beloved Bubby and Zaidy at the 
celebration   of   their  60th   wedding   anniversary,   one   grandchild 
marveled that this wonderful couple had been fortunate enough to be 
together for so many years, and have such beautiful ַנַחת. Upon 
hearing   this,   the   elderly   couple   smiled   at   each   other   and 
Zaidy Grossman began to recount their incredible tale of  ַהְׁשָגָחה
 .ְפָרִטית
 The preparations for the wedding had taken months, and 
all had been arranged just so. In the city of ְירּוָׁשַלִים weddings were 
quite simple, but that did not diminish the anticipation of this most 
special day. For the ַכָלה, Baila Goldberg, it would be truly memorable. 
 ,had not gone smoothly for Baila. More than once ִׁשידּוִכים 
she thought she would be marrying one young man or another, and 
then either he or she would decide it was not a match. The years of 
frustration  made  it  all  the  more  satisfying  when  she  finally  did 
become a ַכָלה. 
 The approaching wedding brought along with it many tasks 
to be accomplished and many responsibilities, but the months of 
waiting finally came to an end. Baila arrived at the Bnos Yerushalayim 
wedding hall very early, and soon afterwards the ָחָתן arrived. He 
appeared to be nervous but sat down at the ַקָבַלת ָפִנים and tried to 
calm  down.  Many  of  the  guests  arrived  and  were  enjoying  the 
festivities. However, as the חּוָפה was about to begin, it became 

apparent that the ָחָתן was nowhere to be found. 
 His parents began to nervously explain to the ַכָלה’s parents 
— feeling responsible for this terrible turn of events, but not knowing 
what to do — that he had come to them terribly distraught, saying he 
did  not  want  to  go  through  with  the  wedding.  They  had  tried  
to convince him not to leave, but all of their efforts were in vain, as 
were the efforts of his friends. Moshe’s mind was made up and he 
refused to reconsider. He just did not think he could marry this girl. 
The impending disaster was still being kept quiet, but it was only a 
matter of time before the ַכָלה heard the devastating news. Everyone 
tried to think of a way to break the news to her, but no one seemed 
to have a good idea of how to go about it. 
 R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, the ָרב of ְירּוָׁשַלִים, who was 
present, was immediately informed of the crisis. The ָרב 
inconspicuously slipped outside to where the ָחָתן’s friends had 
gathered and were already discussing what had happened. They were 
at a loss as to what to do next. 
 “Who wants a guarantee for a long life and ַנַחת from all of 
your children and grandchildren?” All the boys looked up. They were 
surprised to see the venerated ָרב standing there. “Anyone who is 
willing to marry this girl and prevent her from suffering the shame 
that  she  will  incur  from  this  most  embarrassing  incident  will  be 
guaranteed a wonderful long life with unlimited ַנַחת.” One by one, 
the  young  men,  although  impressed  and  tempted  by  the  offer, 
declined, but one boy was willing. Quickly, his parents were asked 
and,  with  their  consent,  he  spent  a  few  moments  with  Baila.  
Her initial shock caused her to hesitate, but she finally consented. 
 And so they got married. 
 It is [at least] 60years later and their children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren smile and are forever grateful that their 
Zaidy’s unusual display of ֶחֶסד allowed for their Bubby and Zaidy to 
meet, get married and spend a long and happy life together. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף ח׳
*Everyone expected Moshe to get the highest honor for his ֶחֶסד activities. He 
had just created a project: ‘Adopt-a-hurricane-family-for-a-month.’ Each boy 
collected for one month for one family. Levi had overheard the ִיים  ֶרבֵּ
discussing the winner. Most agreed Moshe should win, but one ֶרִבי disagreed 
in a loud voice. The principal named Chaim as the grand winner for his ‘5-
minute-a-חֹוֶלה’ project, for which each boy had to call or visit a sick person for 
5 minutes a week. Levi went to pacify Moshe. 
Was Levi allowed to share this information to pacify Moshe?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות is transgressed even with hinting, even if the purpose is to 
pacify someone.  The more appropriate way for Levi to pacify Moshe would be to 
explain that many friends viewed his project as the best one of the year, and it must 
have been a very close call.  

 Some have the ִמְנָהג to refrain from eating ַמָצה from  רֹאׁש
 while others are even more stringent, and do not ,ֹחֶדׁש ִניָסן
eat ַמָצה beginning thirty days before ֶפַסח (i.e., from פּוִרים). 

 There is a special ִמְנָהג in ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל to collect and 
distribute ָמעֹות ִחִטים — funds to help the less fortunate 
buy food for ֶפַסח.  

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
R' Dovid Helberg ַזַצ״ל suffered from poor health for his final 
twenty-three years of life. Every time he suffered another level of 
complication it was an opportunity to become closer to ד׳. He 
was wont to say, “?ל אֹויף ִזיְך יֶעצט  What can I — װָאס קֶען ִאיְך ְמַקבֵּ
accept on myself now? —  ן ן ִיּסּוִרים אּון קײֵּ ס׳ִאיז ִניׁשט פַארַאהן קײֵּ
 ָצרֹות no ,(difficulties) ִיּסּוִרים There are no — ַצַער נָאר ִנְסיֹונֹות
(hardships), only ִנְסיֹונֹות (life tests)!” Among his accomplishments 
were founding a night ל ֶפר ּתֹוָרה having a ,ּכֹולֵּ  written, and סֵּ
establishing  a ַהְכָנַסת ַּכָלה fund.  Source: Hamodia 

UnderstandingDavening
In preparation for ה רָּ ת פָּ שַׁ רָּ  An edited :פָּ

selection of יֹוְצרֹות 
The utterance regarding the Red Cow ּה …ִאְמרָּ  

The teachings that clarify the laws of the  ה רָּ פָּ
ה  are well explained, and its (red heifer) ֲאדּומָּ
כֹות  are similar, yet different*, from the ֲהלָּ
laws of ה ה ֲערּופָּ כֹות Its .ֶעְגלָּ  require 7 times ֲהלָּ
sevenfold care, 7 sprinklings and 7 dippings of 
the כֵֹּהן’s finger in its blood, 7 washings of the 
 s clothing, 7 cows brought throughout’כֵֹּהן
Jewish history and 7 pure כֲֹּהִנים participated 
and became impure in the service. The 
unblemished elders of the ַסְנֶהְדִרין checked 
the cow thoroughly to be sure it had no 
blemish. It must be as perfect in its redness as 
it is free of blemish. The כֵֹּהן גָּדֹול used his 
personal wealth to construct a ramp on which 
to lead the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  that is able to atone for פָּ
the sins of a fine nation. His aides 
accompanied him to ַהר ַהֵזיִתים. He rushed to 
immerse himself a 2nd time to refute the false 
teachings of the ְצדֹוִקים. Without delay, he 
built up the wood for the fire. Standing to the 
east, facing west, he slaughtered the cow, but 
did not use all its blood. He lit the wood, and 
opposite the Iron Gate he sprinkled blood 7 
times. He asked everyone as he lifted each 
item, “Is this cedar?”, and so on. The ashes 
were divided into 3 parts. Each shift took a 
portion. A part was kept for safekeeping until 
 .will resuscitate those buried ד׳
*The ה ה ֲערּופָּ  which atones for the murder of a ,ֶעְגלָּ
defenseless traveler, must be in its 3rd year; the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  פָּ
must be in its 1st or 2nd year. Both must not have done work. 

We are pleased to inform our readership 
that the 3rd Annual International Pirchei  ַנִים שְׁ
ּגּום ֶאָחד ַתרְׁ ָרא וְׁ  Contest was an (שובבי"ם) ִמקְׁ
amazing success with over 470 participants 
from across the nation and around the 
world.  
 And the winners are …  
 ,Ari Wind, Yeshiva of South Shore — שמות
Woodmere,NY; וארא — Moshe Gelb, Yeshiva 
Ahavas Torah, Brooklyn, NY; בא — Yossie 
Atlas,    Torah    Institute    of    Baltimore, 
Baltimore, MD; בשלח — Dovi Lerner, Yeshiva 
Ahavas Torah, Brooklyn, NY; יתרו — Gedalya 
Charish, Yeshiva Toras Aron, Lakewood, NJ; 
 Mendel Kurinets, Mirrer Yeshiva — משפטים
Ketana, Brooklyn, NY. 
Grand Prize of a beautiful set of  ָראֹות ִמקְׁ
דֹולֹות חּוָמִשים  ,goes to: Yoni Zeiger, Grade 5 ּגְׁ

Torah Institute of Baltimore. 

Dear Talmid, 
 In 1933, Chicago was no 
easy environment in which to 
raise an Orthodox Jewish family. 
ת בָּ  was rampant and ִחּלּול שַׁ
assimilation    prevailed.    The 
Helbergs and Bodensteins, two 
Orthodox Jewish families, lived 
side by side in attached houses. 
The primary pillars of both these 
families' homes were ת ֶנֶפש  ְמִסירַׁ
for ה  This was .ִמְצֹות and for ּתֹורָּ
the atmosphere that R' Dovid 
Helberg ״ל צַׁ  s parents breathed’זַׁ
every day. 
 R' Dovid’s parents, R' 
Avrohom Avigdor Helberg and 
Zissel (nee Bodenstein), were 
childless for more than 10 years. 
R' Avrohom Avigdor had been 
extremely wealthy and owned 
over 20 apartment buildings, oil 
wells and even his own banks. 
 It is said that when R' 
Moshe Mordechai Epstein ״ל צַׁ  ,זַׁ
the Slabodka ה  stayed in ,רֺאש ְיִשיבָּ
the Helberg home while on a 
fundraising mission in Chicago, R' 
Avrohom Avigdor approached 
him for a ה כָּ  'for children. R ְברָּ
Epstein explained to the couple 
that sometimes it is not possible 
to have both the ה כָּ  of children ְברָּ
and that of wealth; in case this 
was the issue, they should choose 
between the two. The Helbergs 

happily agreed to give up their 
material possessions for children. 
 R' Epstein gave them a 
ה כָּ  and assured them that they ְברָּ
would   be   blessed   with   two 
children that would bring light to 
ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ  Within a short time .ְכלַׁ
after the visit, R' Helberg began 
to lose money from each of his 
many businesses, but he and his 
wife  were  blessed  with  a 
daughter, ה ה ִאיטָּ רָּ  ,and a son ,שָּ
ִוד  The family has another) .דָּ
version of the story that says that 
this episode happened with R' 
Dan Plotzky ״ל צַׁ ִסיד who was a ,זַׁ  חָּ
and a ק ְלִמיד ֻמְבהָּ  ,ַאְבֵני ֵנֶזר of the ּתַׁ
the first Sochatchover Rebbe.) 
 Indeed, R' Dovid Helberg 
brought light to ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ  by ְכלַׁ
founding a ֵחֶדר for boys and a 
schools for girls with the goal of 
providing ֺקֶדש ִחּנּוְך ת הַׁ ֳהרַׁ ל ִפי טָּ עַׁ  
for the children of those who 
could not afford to pay tuition.       
 My ְלִמיד  ד׳ when ,ּתַׁ
makes things go "wrong," think 
about R' Avrohom Avigdor as he 
was   losing   his   fortune.   He 
realized that his monetary loss 
was the ְזכּות to have children. ד׳ 
sometimes makes it "appear" 
difficult so that He can give us 
even greater כֹות   !ְברָּ

רּוְך!  ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו בָּ
 ֶרִבי Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות

Sources: Articles in Yated  and Hamodia 

1. What important lesson do we learn from the fact that ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְּ  בְּ
became frightened to even look at ה  ?s face’ֹמשֶׁ

2. What is the order in which the ּתֹוָרה was transmitted from ה  ֹמשֶׁ
to ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְּ  ?בְּ

1. We learn the great negative power of sin. Before the sin of the ְָּרֵאל ,ֵעגֶׁל ְֵּני ִיש  ב
did not fear even to look at הקב״ה’s Glory (ֶּת ֵאָליו ִּגֶּש ִּיְראּו מ  .(34:30 – ד״ה ַוי

ֶׁה .2 ֶׁה .then sat ַאֲהֹרן .ַאֲהֹרן would first teach ֹמש ְֵּני ַאֲהֹרן would then teach ֹמש  They .ב
then sat. Next, ֶׁה  taught the elders, and then they would sit. Finally, the ֹמש
people came (ְִּגשּו  .(34:32 – ד״ה ְוַאֲחֵרי ֵכן נ
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

)ְׁשמֹות ל:יב(… ְוָנְתנּו ִאיׁש כֶֺּפר ַנְפׁשֹו לה׳ …   
…every man shall give his personal redemption to הקב״ה … 
 The ַבַעל ַהטּוִרים notes that the word ְוָנְתנּו, which is spelled 
with the letters נ ,ת ,נ ,ו and ו, is a palindrome; it reads the same both 
backwards and forwards. This is to teach us that whatever a person 
donates to ְצָדָקה will ultimately be returned to him; one never loses 
by giving charity. If this is true regarding giving away money, then all 
the more so when one gives of himself in an act of ֶחֶסד. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞  
 As     the     Grossman     children,     grandchildren     and 
great-grandchildren surrounded their beloved Bubby and Zaidy at the 
celebration   of   their  60th   wedding   anniversary,   one   grandchild 
marveled that this wonderful couple had been fortunate enough to be 
together for so many years, and have such beautiful ַנַחת. Upon 
hearing   this,   the   elderly   couple   smiled   at   each   other   and 
Zaidy Grossman began to recount their incredible tale of  ַהְׁשָגָחה
 .ְפָרִטית
 The preparations for the wedding had taken months, and 
all had been arranged just so. In the city of ְירּוָׁשַלִים weddings were 
quite simple, but that did not diminish the anticipation of this most 
special day. For the ַכָלה, Baila Goldberg, it would be truly memorable. 
 ,had not gone smoothly for Baila. More than once ִׁשידּוִכים 
she thought she would be marrying one young man or another, and 
then either he or she would decide it was not a match. The years of 
frustration  made  it  all  the  more  satisfying  when  she  finally  did 
become a ַכָלה. 
 The approaching wedding brought along with it many tasks 
to be accomplished and many responsibilities, but the months of 
waiting finally came to an end. Baila arrived at the Bnos Yerushalayim 
wedding hall very early, and soon afterwards the ָחָתן arrived. He 
appeared to be nervous but sat down at the ַקָבַלת ָפִנים and tried to 
calm  down.  Many  of  the  guests  arrived  and  were  enjoying  the 
festivities. However, as the חּוָפה was about to begin, it became 

apparent that the ָחָתן was nowhere to be found. 
 His parents began to nervously explain to the ַכָלה’s parents 
— feeling responsible for this terrible turn of events, but not knowing 
what to do — that he had come to them terribly distraught, saying he 
did  not  want  to  go  through  with  the  wedding.  They  had  tried  
to convince him not to leave, but all of their efforts were in vain, as 
were the efforts of his friends. Moshe’s mind was made up and he 
refused to reconsider. He just did not think he could marry this girl. 
The impending disaster was still being kept quiet, but it was only a 
matter of time before the ַכָלה heard the devastating news. Everyone 
tried to think of a way to break the news to her, but no one seemed 
to have a good idea of how to go about it. 
 R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, the ָרב of ְירּוָׁשַלִים, who was 
present, was immediately informed of the crisis. The ָרב 
inconspicuously slipped outside to where the ָחָתן’s friends had 
gathered and were already discussing what had happened. They were 
at a loss as to what to do next. 
 “Who wants a guarantee for a long life and ַנַחת from all of 
your children and grandchildren?” All the boys looked up. They were 
surprised to see the venerated ָרב standing there. “Anyone who is 
willing to marry this girl and prevent her from suffering the shame 
that  she  will  incur  from  this  most  embarrassing  incident  will  be 
guaranteed a wonderful long life with unlimited ַנַחת.” One by one, 
the  young  men,  although  impressed  and  tempted  by  the  offer, 
declined, but one boy was willing. Quickly, his parents were asked 
and,  with  their  consent,  he  spent  a  few  moments  with  Baila.  
Her initial shock caused her to hesitate, but she finally consented. 
 And so they got married. 
 It is [at least] 60years later and their children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren smile and are forever grateful that their 
Zaidy’s unusual display of ֶחֶסד allowed for their Bubby and Zaidy to 
meet, get married and spend a long and happy life together. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף ח׳
*Everyone expected Moshe to get the highest honor for his ֶחֶסד activities. He 
had just created a project: ‘Adopt-a-hurricane-family-for-a-month.’ Each boy 
collected for one month for one family. Levi had overheard the ִיים  ֶרבֵּ
discussing the winner. Most agreed Moshe should win, but one ֶרִבי disagreed 
in a loud voice. The principal named Chaim as the grand winner for his ‘5-
minute-a-חֹוֶלה’ project, for which each boy had to call or visit a sick person for 
5 minutes a week. Levi went to pacify Moshe. 
Was Levi allowed to share this information to pacify Moshe?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות is transgressed even with hinting, even if the purpose is to 
pacify someone.  The more appropriate way for Levi to pacify Moshe would be to 
explain that many friends viewed his project as the best one of the year, and it must 
have been a very close call.  

 Some have the ִמְנָהג to refrain from eating ַמָצה from  רֹאׁש
 while others are even more stringent, and do not ,ֹחֶדׁש ִניָסן
eat ַמָצה beginning thirty days before ֶפַסח (i.e., from פּוִרים). 

 There is a special ִמְנָהג in ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל to collect and 
distribute ָמעֹות ִחִטים — funds to help the less fortunate 
buy food for ֶפַסח.  

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
R' Dovid Helberg ַזַצ״ל suffered from poor health for his final 
twenty-three years of life. Every time he suffered another level of 
complication it was an opportunity to become closer to ד׳. He 
was wont to say, “?ל אֹויף ִזיְך יֶעצט  What can I — װָאס קֶען ִאיְך ְמַקבֵּ
accept on myself now? —  ן ן ִיּסּוִרים אּון קײֵּ ס׳ִאיז ִניׁשט פַארַאהן קײֵּ
 ָצרֹות no ,(difficulties) ִיּסּוִרים There are no — ַצַער נָאר ִנְסיֹונֹות
(hardships), only ִנְסיֹונֹות (life tests)!” Among his accomplishments 
were founding a night ל ֶפר ּתֹוָרה having a ,ּכֹולֵּ  written, and סֵּ
establishing  a ַהְכָנַסת ַּכָלה fund.  Source: Hamodia 

UnderstandingDavening
In preparation for ה רָּ ת פָּ שַׁ רָּ  An edited :פָּ

selection of יֹוְצרֹות 
The utterance regarding the Red Cow ּה …ִאְמרָּ  

The teachings that clarify the laws of the  ה רָּ פָּ
ה  are well explained, and its (red heifer) ֲאדּומָּ
כֹות  are similar, yet different*, from the ֲהלָּ
laws of ה ה ֲערּופָּ כֹות Its .ֶעְגלָּ  require 7 times ֲהלָּ
sevenfold care, 7 sprinklings and 7 dippings of 
the כֵֹּהן’s finger in its blood, 7 washings of the 
 s clothing, 7 cows brought throughout’כֵֹּהן
Jewish history and 7 pure כֲֹּהִנים participated 
and became impure in the service. The 
unblemished elders of the ַסְנֶהְדִרין checked 
the cow thoroughly to be sure it had no 
blemish. It must be as perfect in its redness as 
it is free of blemish. The כֵֹּהן גָּדֹול used his 
personal wealth to construct a ramp on which 
to lead the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  that is able to atone for פָּ
the sins of a fine nation. His aides 
accompanied him to ַהר ַהֵזיִתים. He rushed to 
immerse himself a 2nd time to refute the false 
teachings of the ְצדֹוִקים. Without delay, he 
built up the wood for the fire. Standing to the 
east, facing west, he slaughtered the cow, but 
did not use all its blood. He lit the wood, and 
opposite the Iron Gate he sprinkled blood 7 
times. He asked everyone as he lifted each 
item, “Is this cedar?”, and so on. The ashes 
were divided into 3 parts. Each shift took a 
portion. A part was kept for safekeeping until 
 .will resuscitate those buried ד׳
*The ה ה ֲערּופָּ  which atones for the murder of a ,ֶעְגלָּ
defenseless traveler, must be in its 3rd year; the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  פָּ
must be in its 1st or 2nd year. Both must not have done work. 

We are pleased to inform our readership 
that the 3rd Annual International Pirchei  ַנִים שְׁ
ּגּום ֶאָחד ַתרְׁ ָרא וְׁ  Contest was an (שובבי"ם) ִמקְׁ
amazing success with over 470 participants 
from across the nation and around the 
world.  
 And the winners are …  
 ,Ari Wind, Yeshiva of South Shore — שמות
Woodmere,NY; וארא — Moshe Gelb, Yeshiva 
Ahavas Torah, Brooklyn, NY; בא — Yossie 
Atlas,    Torah    Institute    of    Baltimore, 
Baltimore, MD; בשלח — Dovi Lerner, Yeshiva 
Ahavas Torah, Brooklyn, NY; יתרו — Gedalya 
Charish, Yeshiva Toras Aron, Lakewood, NJ; 
 Mendel Kurinets, Mirrer Yeshiva — משפטים
Ketana, Brooklyn, NY. 
Grand Prize of a beautiful set of  ָראֹות ִמקְׁ
דֹולֹות חּוָמִשים  ,goes to: Yoni Zeiger, Grade 5 ּגְׁ

Torah Institute of Baltimore. 

Dear Talmid, 
 In 1933, Chicago was no 
easy environment in which to 
raise an Orthodox Jewish family. 
ת בָּ  was rampant and ִחּלּול שַׁ
assimilation    prevailed.    The 
Helbergs and Bodensteins, two 
Orthodox Jewish families, lived 
side by side in attached houses. 
The primary pillars of both these 
families' homes were ת ֶנֶפש  ְמִסירַׁ
for ה  This was .ִמְצֹות and for ּתֹורָּ
the atmosphere that R' Dovid 
Helberg ״ל צַׁ  s parents breathed’זַׁ
every day. 
 R' Dovid’s parents, R' 
Avrohom Avigdor Helberg and 
Zissel (nee Bodenstein), were 
childless for more than 10 years. 
R' Avrohom Avigdor had been 
extremely wealthy and owned 
over 20 apartment buildings, oil 
wells and even his own banks. 
 It is said that when R' 
Moshe Mordechai Epstein ״ל צַׁ  ,זַׁ
the Slabodka ה  stayed in ,רֺאש ְיִשיבָּ
the Helberg home while on a 
fundraising mission in Chicago, R' 
Avrohom Avigdor approached 
him for a ה כָּ  'for children. R ְברָּ
Epstein explained to the couple 
that sometimes it is not possible 
to have both the ה כָּ  of children ְברָּ
and that of wealth; in case this 
was the issue, they should choose 
between the two. The Helbergs 

happily agreed to give up their 
material possessions for children. 
 R' Epstein gave them a 
ה כָּ  and assured them that they ְברָּ
would   be   blessed   with   two 
children that would bring light to 
ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ  Within a short time .ְכלַׁ
after the visit, R' Helberg began 
to lose money from each of his 
many businesses, but he and his 
wife  were  blessed  with  a 
daughter, ה ה ִאיטָּ רָּ  ,and a son ,שָּ
ִוד  The family has another) .דָּ
version of the story that says that 
this episode happened with R' 
Dan Plotzky ״ל צַׁ ִסיד who was a ,זַׁ  חָּ
and a ק ְלִמיד ֻמְבהָּ  ,ַאְבֵני ֵנֶזר of the ּתַׁ
the first Sochatchover Rebbe.) 
 Indeed, R' Dovid Helberg 
brought light to ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ  by ְכלַׁ
founding a ֵחֶדר for boys and a 
schools for girls with the goal of 
providing ֺקֶדש ִחּנּוְך ת הַׁ ֳהרַׁ ל ִפי טָּ עַׁ  
for the children of those who 
could not afford to pay tuition.       
 My ְלִמיד  ד׳ when ,ּתַׁ
makes things go "wrong," think 
about R' Avrohom Avigdor as he 
was   losing   his   fortune.   He 
realized that his monetary loss 
was the ְזכּות to have children. ד׳ 
sometimes makes it "appear" 
difficult so that He can give us 
even greater כֹות   !ְברָּ

רּוְך!  ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו בָּ
 ֶרִבי Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות

Sources: Articles in Yated  and Hamodia 

1. What important lesson do we learn from the fact that ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְּ  בְּ
became frightened to even look at ה  ?s face’ֹמשֶׁ

2. What is the order in which the ּתֹוָרה was transmitted from ה  ֹמשֶׁ
to ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְּ  ?בְּ

1. We learn the great negative power of sin. Before the sin of the ְָּרֵאל ,ֵעגֶׁל ְֵּני ִיש  ב
did not fear even to look at הקב״ה’s Glory (ֶּת ֵאָליו ִּגֶּש ִּיְראּו מ  .(34:30 – ד״ה ַוי

ֶׁה .2 ֶׁה .then sat ַאֲהֹרן .ַאֲהֹרן would first teach ֹמש ְֵּני ַאֲהֹרן would then teach ֹמש  They .ב
then sat. Next, ֶׁה  taught the elders, and then they would sit. Finally, the ֹמש
people came (ְִּגשּו  .(34:32 – ד״ה ְוַאֲחֵרי ֵכן נ
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R’ Shimon Schwab once spent some 
time in Denver visiting his son R’ Myer, 

the dean of the city’s Bais Yaakov.

R’ Shimon insisted, explaining that he wanted 
to also have a share in this Kiddush Hashem.

When R’ Myer came home he returned with 
two suits and gave the change to his father.

My son, as you know, I 
have severe difficulty walking. 
Could you please take this $20 
and pick up my suits from the 

cleaners?

Myer, you gave 
me far too much 

change - the cleaner 
must have charged you 

for only one suit!

Papa, you are 
right! Bli neder, 
first thing in the 
morning I’ll go 
back and return 
the extra money.

Myer, I apologize for the 
inconvenience, but it should 

not wait until tomorrow. Can 
we go right now? And I want 

to come along!

Papa, of course... but 
isn’t it better to stay 
home, because of the 

difficulty walking?

Myer, please park 
the car in front of the 
cleaners, and explain 

to the proprietor that I 
would have come myself 

but I have difficulty 
walking...

Papa, of 
course... this 
is my special 

zechus!

י”ד אדר א‘  1995 - 1908  5755 - 5669

 in Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany. He learned חנה and ר׳ יהּודה was born to זצ״ל Schwab ר׳ שמעֹון
at Telz and Mir before becoming דין in Darmstadt. He married Recha Froehlich in 1931. In 
1933, he became the רב in the district of Ichenhausen in Bavaria. Escaping Nazi Germany in 
1936, R’ Schwab served as רב in Baltimore, and founded the Bais Yaakov School for Girls 
of Baltimore. In 1958, he joined R’  Joseph Breuer ל ״ צ ז ,  serving as ב ר  of
,A prolific writer, his magnum opus .פטירה where he served until his ,קהל עדת יׁשּורּון
 Rav Schwab on Prayer, edited posthumously) עּיּון תפלה ,Selected Writings ,מעין בית הׁשֹואבה
by ר׳ משה, his eldest son), and more reflect his original thinking, practical השקפה and 

historical genius.

R’ Myer told the proprietor what his father had 
instructed him to say and pointed to his father in the car. I know! My father is a Rabbi, 

and to him the matter of having 
money in his possession that did not 
belong to him needed to be rectified 

right away. It could not wait till 
tomorrow!

Thank you so much 
for returning the money, but, Rabbi, 

you and your elderly father shouldn’t 
have made a special trip for this! 

You could have brought the money 
tomorrow.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

א ֶאת רֺאׁש  שָּׂ י תִּ מֹות ל:יב(… כִּ )ׁשְׁ  
When you take a census [literally—when you raise the head]     
Why did the ה ַלל  choose to describe the counting of ּתֹורָּׂ כְׁ

ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ א ֶאת רֺאׁש with the unusual expression יִּ שָּׂ י תִּ  when you raise the ,כִּ
head? Even more puzzling is the teaching of ֲחַז״ל in א רָּׂ א ַבתְׁ בָּׂ ָאַמר ,(י:) בָּׂ
א שָּׂ י תִּ כִּ ֵאל ָאַמר לֹו בְׁ רָּׂ שְׁ רּום ֶקֶרן יִּ ֵני ד׳ רבש״ע ַבֶמה ּתָּׂ פְׁ  said ֺמֶׁשה — ֺמֶׁשה לִּ
before ד׳, ‘Master of the Universe, how will the pride of ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ  be יִּ
raised?’ To this ד׳ replied, ‘With א שָּׂ י תִּ  In the context of the other ’.כִּ
teachings of the א רָּׂ מָּׂ  it means that the pride of the Jews can best be ,גְׁ
elevated by their giving ה קָּׂ דָּׂ  give His answer with the ד׳ Why did .צְׁ
beginning of the סּוק א ,פָּׂ שָּׂ י תִּ ה when He was referring to ,כִּ קָּׂ דָּׂ  which ,צְׁ
is the ה וָּׂ צְׁ סּוק in the middle of the מִּ ׁשֹו ,פָּׂ יׁש ֺכֶפר ַנפְׁ נּו אִּ תְׁ נָּׂ  every man — וְׁ
shall give ד׳ an atonement for his soul? 
 R' Moshe Feinstein ַזַצ״ל offers the following explanation. 
People sometimes try to justify themselves for not putting any extra 
effort into their ה  with the claim that they are just ,ד׳ service to ,ֲעבֹודָּׂ
not on such a high level. They say that they do not really have the 
brain power needed to be able to learn properly, and see themselves 
as inadequately fulfilling the ֹות צְׁ  that they do. They think that it מִּ
would be displaying arrogance to try to learn too much or do ֹות צְׁ  in a מִּ
proper manner. This false humility is nothing more than a ploy of the 
ע רָּׂ ה to keep people from learning ֵיֶצר הָּׂ ֹות and fulfilling ּתֹורָּׂ צְׁ  .מִּ
 To counter this strategy, the ה  comes and tells us, Lift up ּתֹורָּׂ
your head and be counted along with everybody else! You count as 

one person, one Jew; you must contribute equally to the ‘ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ ַלל יִּ  כְׁ
offerings fund,’ just like the biggest יק ם and the biggest ַצדִּ כָּׂ יד חָּׂ מִּ  .ַּתלְׁ
Therefore, just like anyone else, you are expected to do as much as 
you are capable of — no less and no more. Do not be so humble as to 
think your abilities are less than they are. All you need to grow in ה  ּתֹורָּׂ
and ֹות צְׁ  is a willingness to work and a burning desire to improve מִּ
yourself. With these alone, you can become great, in accordance with 
your unique nature and abilities. 
 Thus, when ד׳ wished to count ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ ֵני יִּ  He did it in a way ,בְׁ
that would make each person feel uplifted by the counting. This is the 
deeper message of the words א שָּׂ י תִּ  .כִּ
 The ה וָּׂ צְׁ נֹות of contributing to the fund for the מִּ בָּׂ רְׁ ַלל  of קָּׂ כְׁ
ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ  also had a secondary purpose. It would make everyone feel יִּ
equal in donating for the service of ד׳. This would make it easier for 
anyone to see himself as just as important to ד׳ as the greatest ים יקִּ  .ַצדִּ
Each of us must maximize our potential and undertake to put effort 
into ה ֹות and ּתֹורָּׂ צְׁ  to achieve as much as we can, for everything מִּ
depends on us alone. As the נָּׂה ׁשְׁ ה  :teaches(ָאבֹות ב:כא) מִּ אכָּׂ לָּׂ ֶליָך ַהמְׁ לֺא עָּׂ
ֶמנָּׂה ֵטל מִּ בָּׂ הִּ ין לְׁ ה ֶבן חֹורִּ לֺא ַאּתָּׂ מֹור וְׁ גְׁ  You are not required to complete — לִּ
the task [to learn the entire ה  but you are also not free to allow ,[ּתֹורָּׂ
yourself to ignore the work that you could do [ and let your potential be 
wasted!]. 

Adapted from: Darash Moshe (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם  was born in Chicago, IL, to ַזַצ״ל Helberg ר׳ ָדִוד
 At the age of 11, he .(née Bodenstein) ִזיסל and ַאִביְגדֹור
went to learn in Telz, where he became close to  ר׳ ֶאְלָי׳ ֵמִאיר

 after his ר׳ ָדִוד who became like a father to ,ר׳ מָאטל ַכ״ץ ַזַצ״ל and ּבלָאְך ַזַצ״ל
parents’ ְפִטיָרה while he was still a ָּבחּור. In 1960, he married ִצְבָיה (née 
Safier) and became a ֶרִּבי in ר׳ טַײץ’s ְיִשיָבה. Their home was legendary for its 
 ְקִהָלה in 1970, serving his ַקַהל ֵּבית אַײִזיק ְצִבי of ָרב He became .ַהְכָנַסת אֹוְרִחים
with exceptional devotion until his ְפִטיָרה. His inspiring ְדָרשֹות and ִשעּוִרים, 
brimming with ֱאֶמת and fiery enthusiasm for ד׳'s ּתֹוָרה, were full of warmth 
and love for his ִמְתַפְלִלים. Wherever he went, ר׳ ָדִוד built individuals, 
families, ּתֹוָרה and ִײדישקַײט. 

 כ׳ אדר
5693 — 5771 
1933 — 2011 

 R' Dovid Helberg ַזַצ״ל was a master of the 
Telzer ִהְתַנֲהגּות (hallmarks) of ְמנּוַחת ַהֶנֶפׁש 
(being calm), ֵסֶדר (orderliness),  ֲחִׁשיבּות
 total ,ְמִסירּות ֶנֶפׁש valuing time and ,ַהְזַמן
dedication, for ּתֹוָרה and ָמסֹוָרה. Together 
with these regal traits and his deep  ַאֲהַבת
 he was able to influence many ִיְשָרֵאל
individuals through his heart and  ִיְרַאת
 without even saying a word. As one ָׁשַמִים
woman said, “I started wearing a sheitel, not 
because he told me, but only because he didn’t tell me 
to… but I knew this would make him happy!” 

In honor of Simcha Schron's bar mitzvah

TorahThoughts
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וירא העם כי בשש משה לרדת מן ההר ויקהל העם על אהרן ויאמרו אליו קום עשה לנו אלהים אשר ילכו 
)32:1לפנינו כי זה משה האיש אשר העלנו מארץ מצרים לא ידענו מה היה לו (  

A mere 40 days after accepting the Torah at Mount Sinai, the Jewish people committed the worst 
sin in our national history: making and worshipping a golden calf. However, while this episode is 
recorded in the Torah and it is therefore incumbent upon us to study it, we are fortunately quite distant 
from being tempted to commit such sins, and it is difficult for us to relate to this story and find lessons in 
it that we can apply to our own lives. 

Rabbi Dr. Yaakov Greenwald was a renowned psychologist in Monsey who was very close with 
the Steipler Gaon and wrote a book called Eitzos V’Hadrachos containing advice that he received from 
the Steipler. In one section, he discusses common mistakes that people make, one of which the attitude 
that for every challenge that a person confronts, whether it be in the areas of shidduchim, health, or 
finances, there must be a clear answer, and until he is able to find the proper resolution to the situation, he 
is deeply perturbed not only by the actual problem, but also by his inability to determine how to respond 
to it.  

This approach is incorrect. Because of our tendency to feel that we must immediately solve the 
problem, we blindly grasp for a way out and end up making bad choices that compound the original 
situation and make it even worse. If we find ourselves facing a dilemma with no readily apparent solution, 
it would be far preferable to simply accept the ambiguity and sleep on it until the proper course of action 
becomes clear or the situation resolves itself. 

What was the immediate cause of the sin of the golden calf? Rashi writes (32:1) that when Moshe 
did not return at the time that the Jewish people expected him, they erroneously concluded that he had 
died. As a result, they were distraught and confused about who would lead them. As Rabbi Greenwald 
writes, the proper response would have been to wait patiently until they could assess the situation and 
rationally determine the best course of action. Had they slept on it, the issue would have resolved itself 
when Moshe returned the following day. However, they were unwilling and unable to do so because they 
felt such a burning, pressing need for immediate action that they opted for an ill-fated plan that changed 
the course of history. 

Rav Yisroel Reisman notes that we often find that when the Gemora raises a difficulty with a 
certain opinion or explanation, it responds שיאק , which means that the question is indeed valid and no 
answer is readily apparent, yet the Gemora moves on without rejecting the original position, as Chazal 
understood that not every question has an easy answer. Similarly, when we find ourselves in challenging 
situations where the correct response is unclear, rather than rashly trade one set of problems for a new set, 
we should instead say שיאק , mentally acknowledging the difficulty, but also giving ourselves time to 
assess the issue calmly and rationally, rather than feeling compelled to rush and make an immediate 
decision that we will likely regret. 

Along these lines, Rav Reisman cites an essay by Dr. Lewis Thomas, who served as Dean of Yale 
Medical School and President of Memorial-Sloan Kettering, in which he writes, “The great secret of 
doctors, known only to their wives, but still hidden from the public, is that most things get better by 
themselves; most things, in fact, are better in the morning.” He explains that because most ailments will 
resolve themselves on their own within a few days, doctors could simply tell their patients to wait until 
the presenting issue goes away on its own. However, because doctors recognize that people are impatient 
and feel a need to actively address their maladies, they therefore advise their patients to get extra rest and 
drink a lot of fluids, not because this is truly necessary to heal the illness, but because the underlying 
problem will most likely resolve itself during this time.  
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In the first blessing of Shemoneh Esrei, we refer to Hashem as קונה הכל, which is traditionally 
translated as “Owner of everything.” However, the Vilna Gaon writes that the word קונה is connected to 
the word מתקן – to fix – as we praise Hashem for His unique ability to repair everything. Although 
building and worshipping a golden calf is not a sin that tempts us, the impetuosity that enabled it to 
happen is indeed an area in which we can all strive to improve, as we internalize the understanding that 
we may not have a good solution for every difficulty that we face, but rather than make it worse, we 
should instead acknowledge the קשיא and leave it in the capable hands of the קונה הכל. 
 
 

ל רחום וחנון ארך אפים - ק 'ד 'על פניו ויקרא ד 'ויעבר ד' בענן ויתיצב עמו שם ויקרא בשם ד 'וירד ד
)7-34:5( נצר חסד לאלפים נשא עון ופשע וחטאה ונקה ורב חסד ואמת  

 In the aftermath of the sin of the golden calf, Moshe asked Hashem to show him His glory. The 
Torah records that Hashem descended in a cloud and passed before Moshe, who was standing in a cleft in 
the rock, and proclaimed the 13 – י"ג מידות הרחמים Attributes of Divine Mercy: Hashem, Hashem, G-d, 
Compassionate and Gracious, Slow to Anger, and Abundant in Kindness and Truth, Preserver of 
Kindness for thousands of generations, Who forgives Iniquity, Willful Sin, and Error, and Cleanses. 
 The recital of the "ג מידותי  appears frequently and plays a central role in our prayers, as the 
Gemora (Rosh Hashana 17b) teaches that they have tremendous significance and power. Rav Yochanan 
explains that Hashem so-to-speak wrapped Himself in a tallis like a Shaliach Tzibbur (prayer leader) and 
taught Moshe that whenever the Jewish people sin, they should proclaim these 13 Attributes, and Hashem 
will forgive their sins. Rav Yehuda adds that Hashem made a covenant with the "דותג מיי  promising that 
they will always have an effect and will never return empty-handed. Accordingly, we invoke these 
Attributes at times when we seek Divine mercy, such as on fast days and during the pivotal 10 Days of 
Repentance, confident in the Divine guarantee of their potency. However, the obvious difficulty is that 
experience has shown that this is not always the case. Many times we recite this passage, but do not 
obtain the outcome that we desire. How can this be reconciled with the Gemora’s promise of its efficacy? 
 The Alshich HaKadosh and Shelah HaKadosh explain that in order to obtain the results we seek, 
it is not sufficient to merely read the י"ג מידות הרחמים. They point out that the Gemora’s wording in its 
discussion of this topic is  כסדר הזהיעשו לפני , which does not mean, “They shall recite this order of 
prayer,” but rather, “They shall perform this order of prayer.” In other words, the Gemora is hinting to us 
that it is not enough to simply read the words from the siddur. In order to receive Hashem’s promise that 
the י"ג מידות will not return empty-handed, we must act them out by embodying His Attributes of mercy 
and compassion in our interactions with others. 
 Rav Yonason Eibeshutz disagrees with this interpretation. He notes that while it is possible to 
embody Hashem’s Attributes of רחום וחנון (Compassionate and Gracious), it is impossible to emulate the 
Attribute of ל- ק , which connotes His Divine, omnipotent status, something that is by definition beyond 
human capabilities. He brilliantly adds that this is alluded to in the paragraph that precedes our recitation 
of the י"ג מידות הרחמים, in which we say ל הורית לנו לומר שלש עשרה-ק , which literally means that 
Hashem taught us to recite these 13 Attributes of Mercy. However, it can also be interpreted as saying 
that the Attribute of ל-ק , which is impossible to imitate, הורית לנו – teaches us that the requirement is not 
to emulate the י"ג מידות, but ר שלש עשרהלומ  – merely to say them. However, this leads us back to our 
original question: If we are merely instructed to read the י"ג מידות, who don’t we always see the desired 
results after publicly reciting them? 
 Rav Yissocher Frand cites a sefer called Imrei Binah, which suggests that there is an additional 
component of the covenant that Hashem made with the י"ג מידות הרחמים. The Gemora says that prior to 
teaching Moshe the 13 Attributes, Hashem first wrapped Himself in a tallis like a prayer leader. This hints 
to us that even according to the opinion that it is enough to merely say the words, one must say them like 
a Shaliach Tzibbur. In other words, it is insufficient to recite the י"ג מידות on behalf of ourselves; we must 
invoke them with the welfare of the entire community in mind. When we cry out with all our might 
pleading with Hashem to tear up any evil decrees against us, instead of only focusing on our own needs, 
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we must endeavor to pray as a Shaliach Tzibbur by magnanimously moving outside ourselves and also 
focusing on the needs of others. 
 Rav Frand notes that this is often quite difficult to do. To combat the natural tendency to think 
only of ourselves, he quotes the sefer Mikdash Mordechai, which points out that the Torah’s narrative of 
this episode stresses that prior to teaching Moshe the י"ג מידות הרחמים, Hashem first descended in a 
cloud. This teaches us that when life is going well, it is easy to think about others. However, when a 
person feels like he is inside of a tumultuous cloud, grappling with his own overwhelming struggles, it is 
much more challenging to do so. Therefore, Hashem specifically approached Moshe in a cloud to hint that 
even at such times, we are expected to selflessly empathize with others and pray on their behalf, an act 
which is guaranteed to merit Hashem’s mercy and compassion. 
 
 

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 
1) Rashi writes (30:31) that the anointment oil will remain for use in the Messianic era. For what 

will it be used? (Ramban Sefer HaMitzvos 3:7, Minchas Chinuch 107, Ayeles HaShachar) 
2) The Medrash teaches (Pirkei D'Rebbi Eliezer 45) that prior to Moshe throwing down the Tablets 

and breaking them, the writing that was on the Tablets miraculously flew away. As the letters 
weren’t written on the Tablets but were carved through them, how was it possible for them to fly 
away? (Maharsha Pesachim 87b, Korban HaEidah Yerushalmi Taanis 23a) 

3) The Gemora in Gittin (60b) derives from 34:27 that it is forbidden to say parts of the Written 
Torah by heart. Is it permitted to say Tehillim from memory? (Shu”t Chavos Yair 175, Chai 
Odom 8:11, Mateh Ephraim 619:23, Kaf HaChaim Orach Chaim 49:6, Mishnah Berurah 49:6, 
Piskei Teshuvos 49:1, Ma’adanei Asher 5768) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Ramban writes that the anointment received by Aharon and his sons became invalid at the time of 
their deaths. Upon their resurrection, they will require a new anointment to regain their status as 
Kohanim. Although he is unsure, the Minchas Chinuch discusses the possibility that Moshiach himself 
will need to be anointed. Alternatively, Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman cites the Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh, 
who writes that at that time, the first-borns will once again be able to perform the Divine service, in which 
case they will need to be anointed. 
 
2) The Maharsha answers that there was in fact a double miracle. The first miracle was that the writing 
from the Tablets flew away, and the second miracle was that even though the letters were nothing more 
than air, they could still be seen flying away. Alternatively, the Korban HaEidah maintains that even 
though the letters were carved into the Tablets, they were also written in black ink on top of the carved-
out areas, and it was this ink which flew away due to the sin of the golden calf. 
 
3) The Chavos Yair permits saying Tehillim by heart, as it is permissible to say parts of the Written 
Torah by heart if they are well-known to all. Additionally, since Tehillim is said to arouse Divine mercy, 
it is considered a form of prayer, which may be said by heart. The Chai Odom argues that Tehillim is not 
sufficiently well-known and may not be said by heart; this is also the opinion of the Kaf HaChaim. The 
Mishnah Berurah rules like the Chovos Yair, as the Vilna Gaon maintains that the prohibition only 
applies when one is exempting others from an obligation, which isn’t the case here. 
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