
 ,aujbu ;xfu cvz o,tn uje, rat vnur,v ,tzu(d-vf)
vag ljfc ,uagk lsh tmn, rat kf -

     dvtrb ohrcsv ,uyapcu 'vgak urntba ,uumnvn tuv ifanv ,nev huuhm vb
og shn vbvs 'hkkfv ifanv hbhbgc itf vru,v vznr lt ',urusk ihbg uc ihta
ovn 'ifanv ,nev lrumk ovk ueezb rat ohrcsv kf vru, v,bn huuhmv ,khj,
ukt kfa ovca vuuav smv lt 'r,uh oh,ujp ohrcs ovnu r,uh ohcuaj ohrcs
vhv tk vru, v,bna ohrcsv ,jt rxj vhv ukhtu 'ifanv ,nev lrumk uhv ohmujb
thv vz kfu 'r,uhc ,ujpv ihnvn tuv rcusnv ot od 'uc u,bhfa vran vwwcev

/ostv ka uck lu,ca hyrpv ifanv ihbgk od vtruv
kyun ucck ,t lfzk vfzha hsf hf cuajku ,ugyk ostv kukg ohngpk vbvs    
er 'u,kufh hpfn r,uh ov rat ,udrsncu ,ukgnc ,wwhav ,t sucgku .nt,vk uhkg
hf tuv vtur otc lt 'vbhfak iugn v,uagku ucck ,t rhafvk u,kufhc vhvha lfc
'u"j ckv lufhzk vfzh tk tkhnn hf vcajn lu,n uhsh ohpr,n 'vsucgv uhkg v,ae
kgn ova ,uphtak ostv ,t v,pn vkv 'rmhv ,nhznn u,ugy rcs ka u,hntk lt
lrsv vz kg ov ohkg,n ift hbunktu hbukpa lht uk tuv vtrn 'uh,ujufk rcgnu
kf uhbpk vaug lfc hf 'vsucgv rehg hvuz er hf rntk uv,pnu 'vsucgv ,ukgnc
hpk vz ihta vsucgv uzc ukzn ,t vxbhafu 'lfc vn ka ohrcsf vsucgv hbhbg rta

 rafun ubht ihhsga ihcvk khfahu ujuf/itfnu itfn jre rtahu ucrec ucck kuph lfk
  

 wudu cvz ohcurf ohba ,hagu(jh-vf)wohcurfw ,khn ,buuf ruthc  
     kv c,wwwwhhhhbbbbuuuueeeezzzzjjjjwwwwcurf ',tw ktezjhc ch,fsf ';ug ka ihn ,ndus 'ohcurf ohba" '

uhpbfc lfuxv kusdv ;ugv 'rnukf 'vshn ;ug ',t] sh:jf ktezjh) wlfuxv 'jann
w,ushn habtw unf 'ksud iuak jann /cr kann kauna 'rnukf 'cr lfx
f"fu) '"ohhpbf kgc kusd ;ug 'aurhp '([{oa h"ar} wijans hrcdw ibhndr,ns

oooo""""ccccaaaarrrrvvvv/("ohhpbf kgc kusd ;ugwlfuxv jann curf ,tw ch,fsfu ,upug-ohcurf" '
       ukhtuhhhh""""aaaarrrrvfux trndc uhrcs ruenu) "ovk eubh, ;umrp ,uns 'ohcurf" 'arhp 

c rthcu '(wufu curf htnuw :vwwwwoooohhhhnnnnffffjjjj    hhhh,,,,ppppaaaawwww'wthcrfw ibhre wohcurfw ch,fsn" '(wc ,ut) 
;hxuvu /"wiuhnsv ;"fw tuv wohcurfw ka ;"fvu thcr tuv eubh, oudr, hf 'rgbf 'aurhp

cwwwwttttrrrrzzzzgggg    iiiiccccttttwwwwwthcrfw uarhpu 'ohrgb hbaf ohcurf ,rum hf '(k"zj) ubhbunse urnt" '
thv ot ohskh ,rumf uhva urchs iufbu '(iuhnsv ;"f) ,ran ;"fvu hnrt iuakc
uhv ohcurfva vkcec ovk v,hva vn) rfzk er wohcurfw ,khn ,t unau 'vkce
v,hva vnk rfz ru,c wvfubjwv dj oa utrea vn hcdk ubhmna unfu '(ohskhk ohnus
tku) arua tuv wcurfw ,khn ka ;"fv ,ntc hf 'ukxfc wv"fc ubjwa vkcec ovk
,tw rntba unfu w,urumw tuv wohcurfw ,khnc h,hntv aurhpvu 'iuhnsv ;"f ,ran
uhvuw cu,fv tuv lf kg sgvu '(wlfuxv [vshn kusd ;ug ka vrum] jann curf
hbpk tuc, tk vghshv ',gsv t"vu 'vghshv) ,gsv t"v thv t"vv hf 'wudu ohcurfv

sucgk kduxn tuv iht otu 'rundk vftknv uhkg tk hf ihcvk ostv kg lt    
,tz oharus tk v,g ,gk hf ohnav in tuv ,ut ',unr ,ukgnc ,"hav ,t
tuv lf cvzk euez ifanva oaf hf ihcvk uhkg tkt 'ucrec ujur kuph ktu 'ubnn
hf 'hyrpv ubfanc tuv if unfu 'ifan itf iht ohya hmg hkcu 'ohya hmgk euez
ka ,ubhjc hbhn kfc ,wwhav ,t sucgk uhkg hyrpv ubfan ,t ohkaha hsf
ohmur ,gf hf tuv ,ut cvz whjcc sucgk kduxn tuv iht v,g ,gk otu 'vsucg
whjc ,ufzc lufhz hshk tuchaf ohnhv ,ucrcu ',aujb whjc og exg,ha ohnav in

/hyrpv ubfan ohkavk hsf cvz whjck od ohnav in uvfzh ,aujb
kueak uhkg ',ukg,vk ,ueeu,avu iumr uc rrug,na ostv vturaf if kgu     
vzc vhvha tuv ihcn otcu 'ufrgu ujuf hpf tuv uz ,ukg,vk hgmntv ot u,gsc
,uprk hsf rmhv ,nhznn thv vz kfa if,h hf ihch uh,ujuf kg r,h ,umnt,v
lt vfunb r,uh vdrsc thv rat vsucgc exg,vk ;hsgvk uhkgu 'vz hsh kg uhsh

/urucg od lhha uz ihgf vsucg hf epx kf kgn uhbpk rurc hf vsmc v,kgn
  otruc ,t sucgk ohkduxn obhta o,utrca ,urusv hkusd kg ,uscug vcrv iftu

'o,kufhc vhv ifa vn uag tkt 'u"j ,uumnv in onmg u,hcav tk vkgb iputc
 irn kg rpuxnfkkkkwwwwwwwwmmmmzzzz    eeeexxxxhhhhrrrrccccnnnn    zzzz""""hhhhrrrrddddvvvvuhcta lht ktpr hcr dwwvrv ubc ihjcv ogpa '

iufbk vtr vnk tkp rsdc vz vhvu ',upumr ,uga vnf rxun rpxc vduvu cauh
uhct lt /okmt kcuen vhv tk rcsva vgac uc 'rxun hbhbg kg inz vcrv ahsevk
exhrcc !?rxunv ,yhac uehzjv tk exhrcc hfu :urntc u,ugy kg ushngv zwwhrdv

///uz vtuprk hbt euezu 'vkuj rsdc hbbv ouhvfu !ohkuj ohabtk tuv rxunv hf urnt
wohcurfw ,khn ka ;"fva rnuk if,h tk f"tu 'wkwu wfwu wcw ,uhaunhav ,uh,utv
uvfn ,fnfvw cu,fvs t"vf vnh,k ubhtu '(ananu ,ranv iuhnsv ;"f tuv

/(wkwu wfwu wcw ,uhaunhav ,uh,utv hbpk od tuc, vnh,v t"va) "wuvfv
c c,f (wovk eubh, ;umrp ,uns ohcurfwa) z"pku  oooovvvvrrrrcccctttt    ccccrrrrvvvvnnnn))))    wwwwrrrruuuunnnnvvvv    rrrruuuurrrrmmmmwwww

((((kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    ggggccccxxxxost kf ihtu 'shn, vc euxgk tkt ,trcb tk vru,va gusha hpku" '
uhv ov ifku 'jfv vz ovk aha icr ,hc ka ,ueubh, h,kuz 'vzc sungk kufh
ch,fs 'ohcrgvn grpb v"cev vc ihexug ihtafu 'vru, i,nc ovhct kg ohcrg
wzug ,sxh ohebuhu ohkkug hpnw wtb z"gu 'whbt od lhbc jfat 'lhekt ,ru, jfa,uw
vcr a"va arsn] wi,h ungk zug wvw [th:yf ohkv,] a"nfu 'wzugw ,trebv vru,)
chut ,hcavkw vz cu,f lanvc rntbfu ',ugr ,urhzd ohkycn ovu '([d"f wt

w ,"r tuva (uy:vf hkan) wo"rd r"ca, vfr iuakuw rntbu 'woeb,nu,,,, ,ueubhaaaak
cccc ,hrrrr icdddd ,urhzrrrr ,ugnnnnkga vru,v ',usgv uca iurtv kg) ,haguw ifku 'wohkyc

ohexugv ohskhu ,ueubh, kg ohznurv wcvz ohcurf ohba (vc kungk ktrah og
z"gu 'ktrah kg ohbhdn ovu 'thcr skh oudr, hf 'hutrf uz vcuj ohnhhena vru,c
rnuk rzj ifku 'wudu ovhpbfc ohffux vkgnk ohhpbf harp ohcrfv uhvuw rntb
i,, iurtv ktu 'vkgnkn iurtv kg (ohcurfv uagb ubnna) ,rupfv ,t ,,buw
uagb ubnna) ,rupfv ,bh,b rjt era ',uruvk hsf 'vru,v thva w,usgv ,t
,hkf,a iuhf 'ifk osue tku 'iurtc ,usgv i,h 'vkgnkn iurtv kg (ohcurfv
/"icr ,hc ka ,ueubh, - ohcurfv hsh kg er hutrf ohhe,, wvru,v kngw ,usgv

R’ Pinchos Halevi Horowitz zt”l (Panim Yafos) would say: 

    “The entire construction of the Aron alludes to the great forefathers of Klal Yisroel: The two Cheruvim allude to

Avraham and Yitzchok. Two times the gematria of wcurfw  equals 456, the same gematria as wejmh ovrctw. The Aron itself

alludes to Yaakov, who said, wvzv ouenv trub vnw - ‘How awesome is this place.’ The letters of wtrubw are the same as wiurtw.
The four walls of the Aron represent the twelve tribes, which traveled in a four-sided formation. The two poles for carrying

the Aron allude to the two leaders who ‘carried’ the nation - Moshe and Aharon. Finally, the w,hrcv ,ujukw inside the Aron

allude to Yosef, who is known as w,hrcv rnuaw since he was the standard bearer for morality in the face of seduction.”

(Monsey, NY)

5:32 - zay zexp zwlcd
8:41 - ̀ "n /rny z`ixw onf

9:17 - ̀ "xbd/ rny z`ixw onf
10:14 - ̀ "xbdl/dlitz onf seq

ycew zay dngd zriwy - 5:51
6:41 - miakekd z`v  w"yven

7:03 - mz epiaxl / k"d`v
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t,ughbms trpx kg t"rdv ruthck u,nsevc (2) u"ne, (1)
vcr trehu (5) ymr j"ut ruy (4) h"arp hpk :uf ihrsvbx (3)
(8) u"p terps trdt (7) ch:zy wt ktuna (6) t:f ,un hrjt

517 ;s ohdvbnv hngy

Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. DovidMazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. DovidMazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. DovidMazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Dovid
Meir and Ahuva Pollak on theMeir and Ahuva Pollak on theMeir and Ahuva Pollak on theMeir and Ahuva Pollak on the
birth of their daughter, Faigy, birth of their daughter, Faigy, birth of their daughter, Faigy, birth of their daughter, Faigy, 

and to the Pollak and Steifand to the Pollak and Steifand to the Pollak and Steifand to the Pollak and Steif
grandparents. May they see onlygrandparents. May they see onlygrandparents. May they see onlygrandparents. May they see only

nachas from her and be zochenachas from her and be zochenachas from her and be zochenachas from her and be zoche
h"yrnle dtegl ,dxez oal dlcbl

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk lynp: The mitzvah of Tzedakah is not something that a
person finds on his own! No, just the opposite - it finds you!
Every penny that is given to a person is calculated for a
specific purpose and we have to live with the mentality that it
is not our money to give; rather it is sent from Heaven to

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (16)

Memory Assistance (cont.). We continue with the directives of
Chazal to assist one in remembering his Torah learning.
Avoiding Torah Thoughts in Improper Places. In his Sefer

Chasidim (1), Rav Yehudah HaChasid (one of the Baalei

Tosfos) writes that if one is careful not to think words of Torah

in places where it is prohibited, Hashem will pay him back by
allowing him to recall his learning many times greater than he
would have otherwise. This includes bathrooms, toilet stalls and
places where there is a smell of waste or rotting garbage. All
sorts of Torah texts are forbidden. However, some cases are
permissible. For example, to think about the Mussar concept
that a person is low (kpa) and will one day return to be buried in
the dust, is permitted. The Poskim argue if one is permitted to
think in that place about the presence of Hashem.
Addition of Sefer Chasidim. He adds that just as one should
not think such thoughts in inappropriate places, similarly one
should take care not to allow thoughts of Torah to take up his
mind while he in the midst of davening. If he is careful, he will
also receive the same reward. R’ Chaim Volozhiner zt”l (2)

writes that his Rebbi, the Gaon of Vilna zt”l, once forgot many
explanations on a certain subject because he thought about them

assist people and just happens to pass through our hands.
The Torah states: "vnur,v ,tzu" - this is the donation. It is
not the individual’s donation which he gives out of the
goodness of his heart. It is his heart which understands that
this money is only here for the purpose of “this donation”!

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

during Shemona Esrai. 
Avoiding Worry. The Gemara (3) states that worrying about
parnassa causes one to forget his learning. This might be part of
the reason why we mention in the beracha before the daytime
Krias Shema, "ohhj hej osnk,u lc ujyca ubh,uct rucgc" - that the
Avos Hakedoshim maintained their full trust in Hashem and He
taught them concepts of the Torah. 
Motzei Shabbos. There is a custom that is brought down in
halacha regarding mentioning posukim that speak about Eliyahu

Hanavi on Motzei Shabbos. The Tur (4) adds that those who
actually mention this custom hold that it also assists a person to
not forget his learning.
Amazing Medrash. There is a Medrash (5) which states that
when Dovid HaMelech is described in Navi (6) as cuyu ohbhg vph"
"htr - “beautiful eyes and handsome appearance,” it means that
anybody who looked at his face would recall his Torah learning.
The wording of the Medrash is "usunk,c rfzb" which might
indicate that even things that one already forgot will come back
to him. From this Medrash, the seforim Agra D’Pirka (7) and
Taamei Minhagim (8) derive that viewing the face of a tzaddik is
good for remembering learning. (One could debate if looking at
pictures of tzaddikim have somewhat of the same effect.)

R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein shlit’a (Aleinu L’shabeach) would say:

     “wuhjt kt aht ovhbpu ,rpfv kg ovhpbfc ohffxw - The posuk states that the Cheruvim ‘each faced his brother.’ The Gemara

(/ym tr,c tcc) asks that apparently there is a contradiction from Sefer Divrei Hayamim (II, 3:13) where it says that the

Cheruvim faced the Bais HaMikdash, and not each other. The Talmud answers that when the Jewish people did the will of

Hashem, then they faced each other. When they didn’t, they didn’t face each other. This teaches us that when one wants

‘to do the will of Hashem’ he must ‘face his brother.’ He must also be concerned that his brother learns Torah. If he only

faces his own Bais HaMikdash, concerned with his own learning, then it’s a sign that he’s not doing Hashem’s will.”

A Wise Man would say:

   “Things turn out the best for people who make the best out of the way things turn out!” 



    
   As we enter the month of Adar, we always read Parshas Teruma where Hashem instructs the Jewish people to build a
Sanctuary for Him. Why would Hashem need a physical structure here on earth? Hashem is completely spiritual and cannot be
contained in a specific space - not even a spiritual sanctuary - so why did He command us to make for Him a Mishkan? 
     The answer is that since the time of Sarah Imeinu, Hashem has been longing for the special connection He had with her.
That incredible bond was symbolized by the three special miracles that Sarah experienced in her tent. Her Shabbos candles
never went out, there was a special blessing in her dough, and there was a Cloud of Glory hovering above her tent. All of these
represented the special connection that Sarah had with Hashem. When Sarah passed away, so did that special connection. 
    The Ramban tells us that the real redemption from Egypt took place only when Klal Yisroel built a Mishkan for Hashem.
Hashem gave very specific stipulations to model this holy Temple after the tent of Sarah! Make a Ner Tamid, just like Sarah’s
Shabbos candles that never went out. Make me Lechem HaPanim, like Sarah’s dough. And just like the cloud that hovered
above her tent, I will rest my Shechina in this Sanctuary! Hashem tells us to build this Home, so that we can feel close to Him,
and when  we do feel that Hashem is right here amongst us, then we can bring Him into our minds and our hearts and then He
will truly dwell inside of us, down here on this earth - "ohbu,j,cu ohbuhkgc lkn"! The Mishkan is for us, Am Yisroel, to bring
Hashem into our lives. Although nowadays we do not have a Mishkan, we can still fulfill the command of building it, by
thinking about Hashem and feeling close to Him. In this way our minds and hearts become a true dwelling place for Hashem.

 wudu ,ajbu ;xfu cvz o,tn uje, rat vnur,v ,tzu(d-uf)
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     Rashi quotes the Medrash Tanchuma that Moshe Rabbeinu had difficulty figuring out how to make the Menorah out of
one single piece of gold. Hashem told him to throw a handful of gold into the fire and the Menorah would be created.
Hence, it is written "v �G!gh "T" - “it will be made by itself,” and not "v �G$g $T" which means “you shall make it” like it states by
the Cheruvim. The question is why is the Menorah different than the Cheruvim? Why couldn’t the two golden Cherubs -
which were also fashioned out of one piece of gold (vaen) covering the Aron Kodesh - also be created “by itself”?
     My machshava here is as follows: Chazal tell us (/v vfux) that the Cheruvim were images of two children facing one
another, which were positioned on top of the Aron, the Holy Ark. The Baal HaTurim translates the word "thcurf" to mean
“like a child.” We learn from the manner in which the Cheruvim were fashioned a great lesson in Chinuch Habonim:
Children do not grow in Torah and Yiras Shamayim - "ovhkgn" - by themselves. No matter how hard it is to raise them, it is
only with strenuous efforts, tefillos, tears and a great deal of siyata d’shmaya, that our children follow the path of Torah,
and we are zoche to see future gebentchte ,urus. As we say in he Pesach Haggadah: "ohbcv ukt - ubhkng ,tu" - based on the
sweat and tears we put into our children, that is the nachas we will take out of them. 
     Interestingly, there is a halacha that should there not be enough gold to make all the vessels needed for the Bais
Hamikdash, we can use silver instead. For all except one item. Do you know which item that is? The Cheruvim? Why?
Because the two childlike angels represent the chinuch we put into our very own “angels” - our very own children - and
when it comes to raising the young generation to a life of Torah, mitzvos and maasim tovim, we won’t settle for anything
less than the “gold” standard! Silver - in this case - second best, is just not an option for our children.                                      

//// shn, hbpk ohbp ojk ijkav kg ,,bu (k-cf)

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 wudu ofu,c h,bfau asen hk uagu(s-df)
     There is a very special Yid living in Eretz Yisroel today by the name of Reb Yoel Klopholtz. Reb Yoel is affiliated with
Moreh Mikdash and Irgun Kvod Shomayim, organizations that promote a greater awareness of how one is to behave in a shul
or Beis Medrash, and the proper respect every single Jew must show to Hashem, while in the midst of davening. He works
tirelessly in these areas looks for ways to increase Kavod Shamayim (the honor of Heaven) in the world. A few months ago,
Reb Yoel recounted the following incredible story, with the hope that people will take it to heart and do the right thing.
     Last year, one of the Klopholtz children was not feeling well and was diagnosed with a terrible sickness, rachmana
l’tzlan. The child’s condition was extremely serious and the doctors told his parents that very expensive medical
treatments were necessary to save his young life. Reb Yoel himself is not a man of great means and was unsure where he
would attain the needed funds. With a tefillah on his lips and faith in Hashem, he traveled abroad to try to raise money - a
sum that when he added it all together amounted to over $200,000 in treatment costs! 
     He was modestly successful in his fund-raising efforts, until he arrived in London. It was there that a particular
yungerman took his plight to heart and went above and beyond to assist him. He drove him around and introduced him all
over. In the end, thanks to this wonderful fellow, they managed to cover the total medical cost and Reb Yoel’s young child
received the much needed treatments. Boruch Hashem, he is doing much better.
     Of course, Reb Yoel could not thank the yungerman from London enough and he became close to the man and his
family. He would speak to him often and report on his son’s steady improvement. Therefore, it came as a total shock when
he received a phone call a few months later that the yungerman in London suddenly passed away, leaving behind a widow
and several children, none of whom were yet married! Reb Yoel was heartbroken when he heard the news.
      It was shortly after, when Reb Yoel received a phone call from the widow. She had a message to pass along to him, a
message from her deceased husband! It seems that one night, after the completion of the shivah, her seven-year-old son
woke up in the middle of the night, screaming uncontrollably. His mother attempted to calm him down but to no avail. He
was unable to talk or explain what was wrong. The family enlisted the assistance of relatives, doctors and even a
psychologist - anyone who could possibly help the boy cope with whatever trauma he had experienced in his sleep. It took
all night but finally, after many hours, the boy did indeed calm down and was able to talk. He related how his father, the
yungerman who was recently niftar, came to him in a dream. His father looked terrible, haggard and not the way the child
remembered him. In the dream, his father described how they were tearing him apart in Heaven - he was not given one
moment’s rest - for talking during davening and not respecting Hashem properly in shul. In his dreadful state, he explained
how serious this offense is deemed in the next world and how he was now being made to suffer so terribly because of it.     
     The yungerman further explained to his son that under normal circumstances, the deceased are not permitted to come
down and relate to people in this world what goes on in the next world. However, it was due to the zechus that he had gone
above and beyond to assist Reb Yoel Klopholtz by raising large amounts of money for the treatments needed to save his
son, that he was now permitted to come down in a dream to speak to his son and pass the message along to Reb Yoel that
everyone should know how seriously they take this issue in shamayim. The yungerman concluded by saying that if this
dream would be publicized, people would hear his message, be inspired, and would treat this issue more seriously.  In turn,
this would serve as a tremendous zechus for his neshama and his suffering would thereby be lessened.
     Ever since, Reb Yoel has championed this cause and together with Irgun Kvod Shomayim (www.kvodshomayim.org),
they have created an online list of people from all over the world who have accepted upon themselves not to talk during
davening. Not only is one able to see his name, the shul in which he davens, and the city in which he lives, but a number of
Gedolei Yisroel have given permission to include their names on the list as well. If this issue is so important in Heaven,
shouldn’t we take it to heart as well?                                                                                                                                                  

      vag, vaen cvz ohcrf ohba ,hagu
 wudu ,rpfv ,ume hban o,t        (jh-vf)

 //// oa utc rat ,umrtc ygn asenk ovk hvtu(zy-th ktezjh)
   When the Bais Hamikdash stood, it was the site of the
greatest revelation of G-dliness in the world. Today, we have
a different source of kedusha to take the place of the
Temples: the shuls and Batei Medrash where we daven and
learn. The Ramban (tc wp) explains that the purpose of Jews
coming together in prayer, is to create a Kiddush Hashem by
publicly acknowledging Hashem as their Creator.
    The Gemara relates (/j ,ufrc) that Rabbi Yochanan was
puzzled when he learned that there were elderly Jews living
in Bavel. The Torah promises longevity only to those in
Eretz Yisroel - “In order that your days and the days of your
sons will be extended on the land that Hashem has sworn to
your forefathers to give them” (tf:th ohrcs) - how can Jews
in Bavel live to a ripe old age? Rabbi Yochanan’s question
was answered when he was told that elderly Jews in Bavel
arose early in the morning to come to the Beis Medrash and
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CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

remained there until late at night, learning Torah.
   The Kli Yakar explains that since the shuls and Batei
Medrash in chutz l’aretz are destined to be relocated to Israel
itself, they already have the status of the sacred soil of Eretz
Yisroel. Thus, the people who closet themselves within these
sanctuaries are considered to be literally “on the Holy Land.”
The posuk’s promise of longevity for the Jews of Israel
naturally encompasses those who spend their time in Batei
Medrash elsewhere in the world, as well.
     The massive Kiddush Hashem of the Bais HaMikdash was
largely a product of the avodah  performed by the kohanim.
Who takes the place of the kohanim in today’s versions of the
Bais HaMikdash? Nowadays, they are the Torah scholars
who spend their days and nights in the study halls and
yeshivos immersed in Talmud Torah and the service of
Hashem. These are the people who generate the great kavod
shamayim that radiates from our bastions of Torah study and
tefillah to the rest of the world. (Living Kiddush Hashem)

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   

R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: A rich man once came to seek advice from the great
Rebbe of Chernobyl, R’ Nochum Twerski zt”l (Me’or
Einayim), and left the huge sum of 300 rubles on the
Rebbe’s table as a Pidyon (redemption money). When the
Gabbai saw the money, his eyes lit up with joy as the Rebbe
owed money to a number of people due to his consistent
practice of borrowing funds to help the poor and needy.
      The Chernobyler Rebbe saw many people that day, all
throughout the day, and into the evening. At night, when
the Gabbai came in to collect the money, he saw that there
was nothing left! The Rebbe had given it all away!

was nothing left! The Rebbe had given it all away!
     “Rebbe,” cried the Gabbai, “the creditors want their
money! Why did the Rebbe give away all this money?”
     R’ Nochum thought for a moment. “At first, I thought like
you. Here is a large sum of money to pay off all my chovos.
But then, I asked myself: can it be that I received all this
money just to pay up my debts? There are lots of people who
owe money and they don’t have this money! Obviously, it
was given to me from Heaven for another reason: to give out
to the poor and needy. If so, how can I take it all for myself?”  



NICE GUYS FINISH FIRST
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
One of the most important lessons a parent can 
teach a child is to be mevater. If two children fight 
over a toy or a privilege, they should encourage their 
child to give in. Afterward, they should praise the 
child for such a righteous act. Those who are trained 
to be unselfish will have successful relationships and 
happy marriages. There is an American saying, "Nice 
guys finish last." We say, "Nice guys finish first."
The Gemara says in Maseches Rosh Hashanah, “Kol 
hamaavir al midosav, maavirin lo kol pesha’av”—
whoever looks away when others wrong him, or is 
first to give in in an argument, Hashem will forgive 
his sins. As he is forgiving, so too will he be forgiven. 
Giving in is difficult, but the rewards are tremendous.
In 2004, at the age of 94, Rav Elyashiv zt"l underwent 
heart surgery and had to be in the hospital over 
Shabbos. A minyan was organized for his room. 
On Shabbos, the organizers realized that they had 
forgotten to find someone who knew how to lein. A 
teenage boy, in the hospital with his sick mother, said 
he could. He was brought to the hospital room, where 
he read the parsha beautifully. Rav Elyashiv thanked 
him and blessed his mother with a refuah sheleima. 
(She was later released after making a full recovery.)
How was he able to lein on a moment’s notice? It was 
his bar mitzvah parsha. A few years earlier, he had 
spent months preparing, but due to a mix-up in shul, 
another boy had prepared for the same week. He gave 
in, allowing the other boy to read. It seemed that all 
his practice had been in vain. But a few years later, 
Hashem arranged for him to lein for the gadol hador. 
Hashem sees everything and pays us back at the 
right time. Giving in to others is a precious service to 
Hashem, and a lesson to ingrain in our children.  

WRITTEN LAW, ORAL LAW
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Nothing reveals the authenticity of the Torah shebe’al peh as clearly as the 
first two laws in Parshas Mishpatim: eved ivri and ama ivriya. As expected, 
the first section of our civil and criminal code deals with personal rights—
but whose rights? A man who purchases another man, and a man who sells 
his own daughter as a slave!

This would be unthinkable, were the Torah shebiksav actually a book of law. 
Legal principles must have already been in place before the Torah turned to 
these unusual cases, yet the law begins with these?

But the primary source of Jewish law is not the written word. The book is 
a memory aid. The Torah itself states that it had already been transmitted 
to the people, and lived by them for 40 years, before Moshe gave the text to 
them just before his death. Accordingly, it is the exceptional cases that are 
recorded—from them, the principles of ordinary life can be derived.

This bracha gives thanks to our Creator for giving us intelligence 
to comprehend the world around us. First thing in the morning, 
we acknowledge the wisdom He has given us as human beings.
We should not take this for granted. The human mind is an 
extremely complicated machine. There is no animal whose 
intelligence compares. Without the awesome capacity of the 
mind to understand things, we could not function as human 
beings, and there would be no purpose for our existence in this 
world. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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In general, the Torah records not the principles 
of law, but concrete cases, in such an instructive 
manner that one can easily derive the principles 
that were entrusted to the oral tradition. The 
language is chosen so that an unusual word, a 
change in sentence structure, or an extra letter 
can imply a whole train of legal concepts.

The Torah was not intended as a primary source 
of law. It was meant for those who were already 
well-versed in it, as a way to retain knowledge 
they had already committed to memory. Torah 
shebiksav and Torah shebe’al peh are like the 
notes on an oral lecture versus the lecture 
itself. Students who attended often find that a 
question mark or line is enough to remember 
an idea. But if you didn't attend the lecture, 
the notes won’t be of much use. If you try to 
reconstruct the lecture from them, you will 
make mistakes. The words that guide attentive 
listeners in retaining the truths of the lecturer 
appear meaningless to the uninitiated.

The oral tradition has always been inseparable 
from Judaism. Yitzchak did not hear of the 
akeidah directly from Hashem, he knew it only 
from his father—Torah shebe’al peh. He was 
ready to sacrifice himself for a command he 
learned only through his father. The seeds were 
sown for the devotion of future generations for 
traditions received from their own fathers.

Chazal ask how Yitzchak dared believe a horaas 
sha’ah clearance for murder that Avraham 
announced. And their answer is: heicha 
d’muchzak sha’ani. He believed his father on the 
strength of what he already knew about him.

Like Yitzchak, our devotion to our traditions 
rests on what we know of our ancestors' 
character. Like Avraham, they were not 
authoritarians. They did not transmit traditions 
for which they themselves did not sacrifice. 

ALWAYS AND FOREVER
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

As we prepare for Purim, we must not neglect to also prepare ourselves for the 
ruchniyus that can be gleaned from the day. How easy it is to overlook the proper 
perspective, the significance of Purim, and the lessons we need to carry away 
with us when it has passed!

Here is one inspiring thought: at the very end of the Megilah, we read the 
prophetic statement, "These days of Purim will never pass away from the Jews, 
and their remembrance will never cease from their descendants."

These words were uttered 2,400 years ago. Since then, mighty empires have 
risen and fallen. The world order has undergone upheavals and metamorphoses, 
time and time again. Yet one thing remains constant: am Yisrael, with its Purim 
intact. Only ruach hakodesh from the Ribbono shel Olam could have predicted 
such a thing, and only the Almighty could have been sure that such a prediction 
would be fulfilled.

I recently asked a junior high school class what thoughts came to mind when 
they heard the word “Purim.” The responses were as expected: costumes, 
shalach manos, wine. All these were good answers, but they are not the essence 
of Purim. Purim is the celebration of the miraculous survival of the Jewish 
people, of a Holocaust that didn't happen. If not for Hashem's promise that we 
would always live on as His chosen people, we never would have made it this far.

Rav Yaakov Emden writes that the greatest miracle in all of history is the 
survival of the Jewish people in exile. It is indeed a miracle, but it is not a 
surprise—our Creator has told us in no uncertain terms that it would be so. 
“Thus said Hashem, Who gives the sun to light the day and the laws of the moon 
and stars to light the night, Who churns the sea and its waves roar—the Lord of 
Hosts is His name. If these laws depart from before Me—the word of Hashem—
so will Bnei Yisrael cease to be a nation before me for all time” (Yirmiyahu 
31:34-35).

Am Yisrael is eternal, and we will be here to retell the story of Purim as long as 
there is a sun, a moon and stars, and the roaring of the sea. 

EIGHT-ARMED WONDER

How does the slow-moving octopus survive?

An octopus would make a good meal for some predators, but it has ways to avoid turning into 
lunch. When pursued, it emits a cloud of black ink that hides it from the predator’s sight while it 
makes its escape. Special cells called chromatophores enable octopi to blend into the background 
and hide. They can instantly make themselves look like a rock, or anything else, in order to sneak 
up on their prey. Their bodies are so soft that they can squeeze into very narrow crevices to hide. If 
an octopus needs to get away in a hurry, it uses jet propulsion! It contracts its mantle and expels a 
jet of water that propels it forward quickly. A full set of octopus accessories!  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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WERDIGER EDITION

By Rabbi Meir Orlian

I am looking 
for instruction 
regarding four 
u m b r e l l a s 
that are in my 
p o s s e s s i o n 

but are not mine.  
1. On a rainy day, I took an umbrella 
from shul that looked like mine without 
examining it properly and when I returned 
home realized that I took someone else’s.
2. I found an umbrella and could not track 
down the owner.
3. I hosted a community event in my house 
with many attendees, and someone left 
behind an umbrella that no one has claimed.
4. I borrowed a friend’s umbrella and I don’t 
recall who lent it to me.
Q: What do I do with these umbrellas?
A: Your questions involve a number of 
different halachos but before we address 
your questions, we must review some 
halachos related to theft.
Chazal state that someone who steals from 
many people (for example, a merchant with 
dishonest scales) will have a difficult time 
properly repenting for his transgression. 
The reason is that he cannot repay his 
victims since he has no way of knowing who 
they are. The only option is to use the stolen 
money for tzorchei tzibbur — communal 
needs (C.M. 366:2, 231:19 with Sema 34). 
Nowadays, that could be donating sefarim to 
a beis medrash (Ahavas Chessed 4:3), money 
to Hatzolah or the local mikveh (Igros Moshe, 
C.M. 1:88). 
It would seem that one who stole from an 
individual but does not know his identity 
should do the same (Minchas Shlomo, Beitzah 
29a, and see Igros Moshe ibid., cf. Pischei 
Choshen, Geneivah 4:[50]). Using the stolen 
money for tzorchei rabbim is not a pious 
act (middas chassidus), it is obligatory (B.K. 
94b and see Birkas Avraham there. See also 

Mr. Levy turned to the local gemach (free-loan society), 
run by Mr. Green, for a $6,000 loan. 
“We can grant you the loan,” said Mr. Green, “payable 
in 12 monthly installments of $500.” Mr. Levy gave 
him 12 post-dated checks for the beginning of each 

month.
Five months later, Mr. Levy’s check bounced because of insufficient funds. The gemach was 
charged a $25 returned-check fee.
Mr. Green called Mr. Levy. “Your check bounced this month,” he said. 
“Last month was difficult,” acknowledged Mr. Levy. “I can write a new check and should be 
able to cover it in a week.”
“There was also a $25 fee for the returned check,” said Mr. Green. “Please add that amount 
to the check.”
“I also was charged a bank fee of $30!” exclaimed Mr. Levy. “It seems unfair that I should 
have to pay a double fee. It’s difficult enough paying the $500!”
“I understand that it’s an additional expense,” Mr. Green replied. “However, I don’t see any 
reason that the gemach should have to absorb the loss.”
“It seems logical to me that each party should pay his own fee,” reasoned Mr. Levy. “I pay 
my bank fee and you pay your bank fee.”
“But it’s your fault that this check bounced!” argued Mr. Green. “I deposited it on time, as 
per our agreement. You should have notified me, at the least.”
“I didn’t think there would be a problem,” said Mr. Levy. “The account dropped faster than 
I expected. If I were in a better financial state I would certainly pay your fee. However, now 
every dollar is critical, and I can’t afford 
to pay anything that I’m not liable for.”
“I think it’s clear that you are liable for 
the fee,” replied Mr. Green. “However, 
if you have any doubt, I’m happy to 
discuss the issue together with Rabbi 
Dayan.”
“That’s fine with me,” said Mr. Levy.
The two went to Rabbi Dayan. “Is Mr. 
Levy liable for the gemach’s $25 fee?” 
asked Mr. Green.
“Mr. Levy is liable for the returned-check 
fee charged to the gemach,” answered 
Rabbi Dayan. “Since you deposited the 
check in accordance with Mr. Levy’s 
instructions, the loss that he caused 
is considered garmi (directly caused 
damage), for which one is liable.”
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Shivas Tzion 112, cf. Minchas Shlomo 2:135).
The rationale to use the money for 
communal needs is that it effects partial 
atonement for the transgression since it 
is possible that the victims of the theft 
will benefit from that money (Sema 366:5). 
In other words, by using the money for a 
communal need it is hoped that Hashem will 
arrange circumstances so that the victims 
or the victims’ heirs will benefit an amount 
equal to what the victim was owed, and we 
know that one who strives to purify himself 
will receive Divine assistance in that pursuit 
(Aruch Hashulchan 366:3, see also Chovos 
Halevavos, Shaar Hateshuvah 10). However, 
this is not a full-fledged repentance since 
the stolen money was not returned to the 
owner (Tosafos, B.B. 88b, d.h. Hasam and 
Pischei Teshuvah 366:1); therefore, if one 
subsequently discovers the identity of the 
victim, he must repay him and the donation 
to tzorchei rabbim does not exempt him 
from that obligation (S.A. Harav, Gezeilah 8).
Let us now return to your questions:
1. In the first case, you accidentally stole 
someone else’s umbrella. Even though you 
did not intend to steal anything (see Beitzah 
29a), you did behave negligently by taking 
the umbrella without confirming that it was 
yours. Therefore, you should donate the 
value of the umbrella to tzorchei tzibbur. [See 
our next article, be”H, regarding someone 
who was not negligent].
2, 3. You are in possession of a lost object. If 
you took possession of it with the intention 
to keep it before the owner despaired 
(yei’ush), you performed an act of theft and 
should donate its value to tzorchei tzibbur 
(S.A. Harav, Metziah 1, cf. Shach 259:1). 
However, if you took it with the intent to 
return it to the owner, it should remain with 
you until the arrival of Eliyahu Hanavi.
This situation will be addressed, iy”H, in our 
next article.

money matters

“Could you please explain further?” asked Mr. Levy.
“The Mordechai writes that if two parties agreed to adjudicate at a distant beis din and 
one instructed the other to go ahead and he would follow, but never showed up, he 
is liable for the travel expenses he caused the other person through his instructions,” 
replied Rabbi Dayan. “Similarly, if a person bought a product with the clear intention of 
transporting it elsewhere, and the seller knew that the product was defective, he is liable 
for the futile transportation expenditures that he caused the buyer” (C.M. 14:5; 232:21).
“What if uncontrollable circumstances prevented me from covering the check?” asked 
Mr. Levy.
“If uncontrollable circumstances prevented you, such as illness, or you had absolutely no 
way of procuring money, you would not be liable for the fee. Nonetheless, if you knew 
that funds were missing, but hoped that it would work out, you should have expected 
that Mr. Green would deposit the check promptly and warned him” (Pischei Choshen, 
Halvaah 2:[100]; Nezikin 3:[63]).
“Moreover, Harav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, zt”l, is cited as saying that this case is more than 
garmi,” added Rabbi Dayan. “He maintains that the check was given with the clear intention 
that it should serve as payment, and that if it is returned you will pay the associated fees. 
Perhaps he considered it as one who explicitly accepted liability for any damage caused 
even incidentally from his instructions.” (See Mishpat K’halachah, Sim Shalom p. 69; Machaneh 
Ephraim, Sechirus #18; Divrei Chaim C.M. 1:41.)

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 
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Hiring AgentAdapted from the writings of  Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita

(Based on writings of Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita)
Q: A hiring agent negotiated a salary inconsistent with the employer’s instructions. Are 
those terms binding?
A: If the deviation was to the employer’s benefit, less than instructed, the agreed terms 
are binding; the owner pays the employee per the agreement (C.M. 332:2; Shach 332:10). 
Nonetheless, the employee has a rightful complaint against the agent for denying him the 
additional salary. Some maintain that if the agent said, “X amount, as the employer offered,” 
and the employee responded, “As the employer offered,” the employer must pay per his true 
offer (Ketzos 332:3).
If the deviation was to the owner’s detriment, more than instructed, and the agent 
stated that the salary is the employer’s responsibility (secharchem al baal habayis), the 
agreement is void; it is as if the employee worked without a salary agreement. The 
owner pays the going rate for work of this quality (C.M. 332:3).
However, if the agent took responsibility for the salary (secharchem alai), the employer 
pays per his instructions and the agent is liable for the difference (C.M. 332:1).

BUSINESS WEEKLY INSPIRES & INFORMS THOUSANDS ACROSS THE WORLD. 
SPONSOR A WEEK TO JOIN US IN THIS MITZVAH.

7 1 8 . 3 9 9 . 9 5 0 0 

WANT TO LOSE WEIGHT AND 
LOOK GREAT?  

Find out how you can lose  
OVER 70 LBS IN 7 MONTHS! 
Hear firsthand experience: 

917-929-3000

 Distribution in Lakewood is

לעילוי נשמת ר' מאיר ב"ר ישראל ז"ל



Volume 19 – Issue 20                                                                                 Parshas Terumah 5777 Z‰EwT RDA ÂW HMWRT ÂP 

  
   A publication dedicated to Harbotzas Torah 

 
Zmanim for TBwTBwTBwTBw    
Wesley Hills, NY 

5:31   -            TWRN TQLDH 
5:49   -                                     HEYQw 
8:36   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:16   -                            A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:13  -                 HLYPT IMZ FWS 
5:51  -                                      HEYQw 
6:32  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
7:03 -                                      72 TAC 

Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com  

Now You Know 
The Torah here refers to the Mishkan 
as a “Mikdash,”a holy place. The 
Gemara learns from this that this 
concept applies to the Bais 

HaMikdash as well, and the 
responsibility for people in all times to 
establish holy places to serve 

HaShem. 

When the Mishkan or Bais HaMikdash 
were standing, those were the central 

places of worship. Today, these holy 
places are our synagogues, study 
halls, and also our homes. 

Rabbeinu Bachya offers a very 
interesting insight based on the fact 
that our verse also references the 
Bais HaMikdash. 

The word for “I will dwell,” YTNKwW 
can be broken down as Y‰T IKwW, 
meaning I will dwell for 410, the 
number of years the first Bais 
HaMikdash stood. 

It can then again be broken down as 
K‰T YNwW, the second – 420; as the 
second Bais HaMikdash lasted for 
420 years. 

This is more than just number-play. It 
shows us that throughout History, G-d 
has been in control and will remain 

so. Our actions, therefore, should 
focus on fulfilling His will, to make 
Earth a more Heavenly place. 

Thought of the week: 

The achievements of an 
organization are the results 
of the combined effort of 
each individual. 

(X:HK TWMw)   „.OKWTB YTNKwW wDQM YL WwEW‰ 
“They shall make a Sanctuary for Me, and I will dwell in their midst.”(25:8) 
This Parsha introduces the idea that people can take the physical things they possess and 
give them eternal spirituality. They can “take” donations for HaShem. It is called this 
because it is a kindness on the part of our Creator to accept donations from us and allow 
us to earn reward and merit for using the things He gave us to begin with. 

Then, HaShem gives very specific directions for building the resting place for His holy 
countenance, His Shechina. Though an earthly structure cannot possible contain the 
essence of G-d, He gives us a format to work with and promises to dwell in our midst. 

This, in fact, was something that the Jews longed for. At Sinai they saw G-d flanked by 
myriad armies of angels. They wanted to be the ones encircling Him. HaShem promised 
that if we built the holy place, He would dwell in our midst, with the four encampments of 
Israel surrounding this spot. 

However, since the posuk was speaking about the Mishkan, it could have said, “and I will 
dwell in it.” What is the further meaning of “I will dwell in them”? We would like to suggest 
that the Torah wants us to learn from the Mishkan what is expected of Klal Yisrael. 

The Mishkan had many parts. There were golden items, silver items, and copper items. 
Some areas were holier than others and some materials were used for specific rituals and 
offerings while others merely held up the walls. Each piece was crucial, however, and 
needed to be there. If there were two Menorahs and no altar, it would not have been the 
right place for HaShem to dwell. If there were only walls on two sides or if the curtains 
weren’t the proper shade of color, the Mishkan would not fulfill its purpose. 

The Jewish People as well have a need for all kinds of people. Not everyone will be a Rosh 
Yeshiva, and if they were, the nation would be deficient. We need people who are laborers, 
people who are entertainers, people who are quiet and reflective as well as those who 
stand out. All are necessary for HaShem to dwell upon us and no one should ever try to be 
someone else. 

When we learn the lesson of the Mishkan, that there are so many different roles and each 
is important and necessary to bring G-d’s presence to dwell amongst us, then we will each 
be able to excel in our personal missions and rise to the task that has been uniquely placed 
before us. 

R’ Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, when he made a celebration upon the publication of his 
sefer, “Haamek Shaila,” related to the assemblage that the book was almost never written. 
When he was younger, he wasn’t very studious and his distraught parents didn’t know what 
to do with him. 

He overheard them tearfully saying that they would take him from Yeshiva and apprentice 
him to a shoemaker. Hearing this, he ran out and promised to work harder. He applied 
himself and became Rosh Yeshiva of Volozhin and author of many books. 

“Had I not heard that conversation,” he said. “I would have become a shoemaker. When I 
died, I would have come before the Heavenly Court and been asked “Where is the Haamek 
Shaila?” I would have replied that I was a simple shoemaker! They would have told me that 
I could have been the author of this work, so today I thank G-d for achieving this.” 

A Rosh Yeshiva of the not too distant past commented on this: “Someday many people will 
come up to Heaven who settled into a life of “learning” though they weren’t cut out for it and 
they will be asked, “Where are the shoes?!”” 
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Happy Anniversary to my 

wonderful, amazing wife of 

twenty years. 

I look forward to seeing what 

the next seventy-five are like. 

☺ 

J.G. 

It takes teamwork. 

Be a part! 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 
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on the ParshaParshas Terumah R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

Moshe Rabbeinu was charged 
with the construction of the 
Mishkan, the dwelling place 

of HASHEM in this world. While the 
components of the structure are physically 
complex, the kavannas — the specific 
intentions required during the process of 
building it — are even more intricate.  
The most complicated of all of the 
vessels was the menorah. Its design was 
so elaborate that even after HASHEM 
taught Moshe how it was to be built, 
Moshe still didn’t understand its unique 
nature and was unable to form it. 
Therefore, HASHEM showed Moshe an 
image of a menorah made of fire so that 
Moshe could actually see the finished 
form and imitate it. 
Yet Rashi tells us that when it came time 
for the construction of the menorah, 
Moshe still could not fathom its structure 
and was unable to fabricate it. HASHEM 
said, “Throw the clump of gold into the 
fire, and it will form by itself.” This is how 
the menorah was created — on its own. 
This Rashi is perplexing. Since the 
menorah was so intricate that Moshe 
could not understand its inner nature and 
how to form it, then why did HASHEM 
bother to show him the image of the 
menorah in fire? HASHEM knew that 
Moshe wasn’t going to be able to create 
the menorah himself. He knew that in 
the end it would have to come about 
by Moshe’s throwing the clump of gold 
into the fire. Why did HASHEM show 
Moshe the image of the menorah so that 
he should understand how it was to be 
formed? Clearly, creating the menorah 
was beyond human capacity. Why did 
Moshe need to have a clear image of what 
it was to look like?

  BALANCE OF BITACHON AND 
HISHTADLUS

The answer to this question is predicated 
on understanding the balance between 
HASHEM’s involvement in the running 
of the world and man’s obligation to 
put in his effort — the balance between 
bitachon and hishtadlus. 

One of the basic facts of life is that 
HASHEM runs this world. While it may 
appear that man is in charge, HASHEM 
orchestrates every activity on the planet. 
The question is: what is man’s part? If 
HASHEM determines all outcomes, how 
is man supposed to act? What is his role? 

  HOW MUCH EFFORT SHOULD 
I PUT IN?

The Chovos Ha’Levovos teaches us that we 
are obligated to act b’derech hatevah – in 
the ways of the world. In other words, we 
are obligated to go through the motions 
as if the results are dependent upon us, 
knowing all the while that the outcome 
is completely out of our hands. 

We work for a living, knowing that the 
amount of money we are to make has 
been set on Rosh Hashanah. We go to 
doctors when we are sick, even though 
we know that our health is determined 
solely by HASHEM. We put in our 
effort, knowing all the while that it is 
HASHEM’s world and that He alone 
determines the outcome.
Amazingly, whenever we accomplish 
something in this world, the results are 
credited to us even though we are fully 
aware that HASHEM was One Who 
did it all. We merely went through the 
motions. When we use that system, it is 
considered as if we did the action.

  ANSWER: WHY MOSHE 
NEEDED TO SEE THE IMAGE 
OF THE MENORAH

This seems to be the answer to the 
question on Rashi. HASHEM wanted the 
Mishkan and its vessels to be constructed 
by man. However, it was impossible for 
man to make them. Even the greatest of 
men couldn’t comprehend how to make 
a menorah. So his effort was to do all that 
he could and then rely on HASHEM for 
the rest. Moshe would put the gold into 
the fire, and the menorah would form 
on its own. Moshe used the system that 
HASHEM created to bring forth the 
menorah. 
However, for the creation of the menorah 
to be credited to man, Moshe had to at 
least have a vision of what it was that he 
was creating. Once he had that concept 
in mind, throwing the clump of gold into 
the fire was considered as if he made the 
menorah himself. It was then considered 
as if he used HASHEM’s system to bring 
about this result. If Moshe didn’t have 
a clear vision of what it was that he was 
creating, then in no sense could it be 
considered something he made — it 
would have been the fire that made it. 
Once he knew what it was that he was 
setting out to make, he then harnessed 
a force that HASHEM created to bring 
about that result. In this case, the force 
was the fire bringing about the menorah.

  BITACHON IN OUR LIVES

This concept has great relevance to us 
as there are many situations in which 
we reach a point where there is no clear 
path to follow. Whether it be deciding 
from two almost identical career choices, 
determining which medical “expert” to 
listen to, or deciding which school to 
enroll our children in, we are obligated 
to be responsible, use our best judgment, 
and determine according to the ways 
of the world what is the best approach. 
Once we have reached that point, we 
“throw our clump of gold into the fire.” 
We rely on HASHEM to bring about the 
results that He has predetermined to be 
the best for us. 

Hishtadlus - 
For a Dvar 

Mitzvah
g

“And you shall make a menorah of 
pure gold, hammered out shall the 

menorah be made. Its base, its shaft, 
it cups, its knobs, and its blossoms 

shall be (hammered) from it.”
— Shemos 25:21 —
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Yoma 72a) states that if one removed the carrying 
poles from the sides of the Aron, he incurs Malkus. The 
Meforshim ask, why does the Gemara need to say this ? Is it 
different from any other utk in the Torah, where violation incurs 
Malkus ? The Gemara (Makos 16a) states that the sin of stealing 
can be rectified by returning what one stole and therefore one 
does not incur Malkus for the theft. The utk of kuzd, tk is thus 
fixed by vkhzdv ,t chavu.  The Gemara (Pesachim 95a) states that 
if a Jew in Egypt had taken some of the Korban Pesach out of his 
house in violation of racv in ,hcv in thmu, tk kfth sjt ,hcc he 
would also not incur Malkus because he could immediately return 
it, fulfilling kfth sjt ,hcc, making it a vagk e,hbv utk – a utk 
that can be fixed by an vag. Tosafos points out that the vag in this 
Posuk (kfth sjt ,hcc) comes before the utk of thmu, tk, making 
it a vag unsea utk – a utk  that is prefaced by an vag and such a  
utk  does incur Malkus.  The Rambam (Korban Pesach 9:1) rules 
accordingly, that since the vag of kfth sjt ,hcc comes before the 
utk of thmu, tk, one incurs Malkus. The distinction between 
where the vag comes before the utk versus after the utk is the 
subject of a Machlokes between R’ Yochanan who makes the 
distinction, and Reish Lakish who does not. Thus, according to R’ 
Yochanan, since ohscv uhvh iurtv ,ugcyc (the poles should be in 
the Aron’s side-rings) comes before ubnn urxh tk (do not remove 
them from it), it is a vag unsea utk and one incurs Malkus for its 
violation. However, according to Reish Lakish who holds that one 
does not incur Malkus for a vag unsea utk, there should be no 
Malkus in the case of the Aron’s poles. Some suggest that the 
concept of vag unsea utk refers not to the order of the Posuk, but 
rather whether the vag can be fulfilled without violating the  utk. 
Since one cannot return the stolen goods without having stolen 
them, the vag “needs” the utk and therefore rectifies it. Where the 
vag can be fulfilled independent of the utk, it does not. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If a Rav’s wife knows that her husband will be rhnjn, may she 
ask her Sheilos to another Rav ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What is the difference between a natural versus a violent death for Kadish ?)  
The Ba’er Heitev (j”ut 132:5) rules that where two mourners are 
saying Kadish for their fathers, both of whom were ohxubt (forced 
to transgress the Torah), if one of them had been killed and the 
other died naturally, the son of the one who was killed has 
precedence for the Amud and to Kadish over the other, on the 
assumption that he probably did Teshuvah while being killed.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one hires a Torah teacher for his son, and then during the year 
finds a better one, he may not discharge the first one in favor of 
the new one. However, he does have a small opportunity to effect 
a replacement; in the fall-winter until Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan, 
and in spring until Iyar. (Pischei Teshuvah n”uj 333:10) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Chulin 90b) states that in several places, the Torah 
spoke with exaggeration, as did the Neviim and the Chachomim. 
Rashi explains that the exaggeration was not intended to mislead, 
but was rather the type of imprecise expression that people 
commonly use. Since the Torah speaks in ost hbc iuak, such 
language is to be expected occasionally. The Mishna (Nedarim 
24b) describes vows and oaths made with such language, such as 
one who swears that he saw a multitude of people as great as the 
number of those who left Egypt [with Moshe Rabbeinu]. The RaN 
explains that one does not incur Malkus for making such an oath 
because this type of exaggerated expression has become a 
common way of speaking, and is in essence, the equivalent of 
saying “many”. The Eliyahu Rabba (j”ut 156) cites the SHLaH 
who advises a seller not to praise his merchandise htsn r,uh – too 
much, which implies that a little exaggeration is permitted. One of 
the exaggeration examples cited in the Gemara is the statement in 
the Mishna (Shekalim 8:5) that when the Paroches became 
Tomay, it was immersed in the Mikveh by 300 Kohanim. The 
Gemara considers this to be an exaggeration, since 300 Kohanim 
were far more than necessary for such a task. However, the GRA 
calculates that the dimensions of the Paroches were 40 Amos in 
length, and 20 Amos in width, giving it a perimeter of 120 Amos. 
Since the standard Amah used for Keilim in the Beis HaMikdash 
was 5 Tefachim, the perimeter also equates to 600 Tefachim. If we 
accept that the size of an adult’s hand is a Tefach, then 300 
Kohanim holding the Paroches with both hands would take up 
600 Tefachim, which is the exact perimeter size of the Paroches. 
The Tiferes Yisroel points out that regardless, the Gemara still 
considers the use of 300 Kohanim to be an exaggeration, and 
therefore concludes that the GRA’s calculation was only an 
accurate possibility that might have occurred, but at the very least 
displayed another example of precision in the words of Chazal.     

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
When R’ Isser Yehudah Malin returned as Rav in Brisk following World 
War I, he began to rebuild the Torah infrastructure, forming a Kollel 
which drew the best yungerleit from the region. The burden of support 
forced R’ Isser Yehudah to add fund-raising to his roles of Rav and Rosh 
Kollel. On one trip, he received 100 gold coins (an enormous sum) from 
a wealthy factory owner in another city. The donor was impressed by R’ 
Isser Yehudah and by his reputation, and stipulated that the money was 
for R’ Isser Yehudah “personally”, and not for the Kollel. R’ Isser 
Yehudah saw immediately that this donor had once learned in Yeshivos, 
but had strayed. He said to the man “Chazal tell us (Pesachim49b) that 
one who arhpu vba (once learned Torah but turned away from it) hates 
Talmidei Chachomim more than anyone. Why ? Because the Gemara 
(Succah 52a) says: ubnhv kusd urmh urcjn kusdv kf – as one’s Torah 
greatness grows, so does his Yetzer HoRa. Thus, one who once learned 
Torah has a large Yetzer HoRa, but if he no longer studies, he is left with 
no defense against it. By supporting the Torah studied in the Kollel, you 
will share in it, and subdue your Yetzer HoRa”. R’ Isser Yehudah’s warm 
words penetrated and the money was earmarked for the Kollel.    
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family.  
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Melachim 1:6:13 “ ושכנתי בתוך בני

 ”ישראל, ולא אעזוב את עמי ישראל

“And I shall dwell among B’nei Yisroel, and I shall 

not desert My nation, Yisroel.”  The Haftorah of 

Parshas Terumah is Lained from Sefer Melachim 

about Shlomo Hamelech building the Bais 

Hamikdash.  This Haftorah is Lained with Parshas 

Terumah because Parshas Terumah discusses the 

building of the Mishkan in the Midbar, and the 

Haftorah discusses the building of the Bais 

Hamikdash.  The Haftorah ends by saying that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu would dwell among B’nei 

Yisroel, and will not desert Klal Yisroel.   Why does 

the Posuk need to repeat that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

would not desert Klal Yisroel – if He will dwell 

among them, He obviously will not desert them?   

The following Divrei Torah will expound on this 

topic, and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

ועשית מנרת “ Terumah 25:31 – אדרת אליהו 

 You shall make a Menorah of pure“ – ”זהב טהור

gold.” “מנורה” is a Remez to Chiddushei Torah 

Shebal Peh that one is Mechadesh.  This illuminates 

the Nefesh in Olam Hazeh and in Olam Habah.  It 

also causes illumination for the Nefesh of the 

person’s father and mother in Olam Habah, as 

known from the Zohar Hakodosh.  “ועשית” – Make 

for yourself – from yourself, “מנורת זהב” – 

Chiddushei Torah, which is a part of Torah Shebal 

Peh and is called “זהב” which is Gevurah – and 

 is a Remez to Torah Shebiksav, which is ”כסף“

Chesed.  “טהור” – The Chiddushei Torah must be 

completely pure; it must not be contradictory to 

anything in Torah Shebiksav.   

 ”ועשית מנרת זהב טהור“ 25:31 - זרע שמשון 

– Since each person has a Mikdash within him, as 

the Posuk says, 25:8 “ושכנתי בתוכם” – “I will reside 

within you”, it is proper to Darshen that the 

Menorah is a Remez to the Neshama, which is 

within the body of a person and is the Kodesh 

Kodoshim.  “ועשית מנרת זהב טהור” – The Neshama 

which is pure is compared to gold.  Medrash 

Rabbah 16:2 – “The world was not worthy of 

utilizing gold – if so, why was it created? It was 

created for the sake of the Bais Hamikdash.”  So 

too, it is not worthy for the Guf to utilize the 

Neshama, which is a part of our G-d from above, 

except for the service of the Bais Hamikdash – 

serving Hashem.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  ועשית מנרת “ 25:31 - 

 Menochos 28a – The Menorah is to be – ”זהב טהור

made out of gold.  If circumstances are such that 

gold cannot be provided, as occurred during the 

early days of the Maccabean restoration, the 

Menorah can be made from a less precious metal.  

 Hammered out shall the“ – ”מקשה תיעשה“

Menorah be made.”  The word, “תיעשה”, is written 

in its full form here, with a Yud, which implies that 

the Menorah is to be made under all 

circumstances, “תיעשה” – “It shall be made!” 

ועשית מנרת זהב “ 25:31 - רבינו אפרים 

  .The Menorah is the light that illuminates – ”טהור

It is the source of light, that all other light comes 

from.  There are six branches K’neged the six 

directions: up, Down, East, West, North, and South. 

They all face the middle, where all of the light 

comes from and is dispensed all over the world.   

“ 25:31 - העמק דבר  זהב טהורועשית מנרת  ” 

– The Torah is stressing that the Menorah must be 

Tahor, pure. The Torah is telling us that the 

Menorah will only work properly to illuminate 

when the generation is pure in their actions.  

During the Bayis Sheini, the second Bais 

Hamikdash, when the generation perverted their 

actions and were not pure, the light of the 

Menorah was extinguished.  Additionally, the light 

of the Menorah is to illuminate the Koach of Pilpul 

and Chiddushei Torah, that one should come to the 

Amitah Shel Torah, the truth of Torah, through the 

Pilpul.   

ועשית מנרת זהב “ 25:31 - נחל קדומים 

 One should make himself like a Menorah – ”טהור

to illuminate to his Talmidim the reasons of the 

Torah and its Chiddushim.  There are six branches 

on the Menorah and they all face towards the 

middle branch, the נר מערבי, which represents the 
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Torah, while the other branches represent other 

wisdoms of the world.  This is to teach us that 

everything begins and ends with the נר מערבי, the 

Torah. The Torah is Ikar and the foundation of it all.  

As the Rambam says, all the other wisdoms are like 

the chef and the scent-makers of the Torah, 

meaning that all the wisdom comes from the 

Torah.  It is for this reason that the נר מערבי was 

always lit, while the other lights went out, for the 

Torah illuminates by day and by night – at all times.   

ושכנתי בתוך “ Melachim 1:6:13 - ברכת חיים 

) ”ישראל“ Inside” the letters of“ – ”בני ישראל , ד"וי

ד"מל, ף"לא, ש"יר, ן"יש  these are the letters of 

 spelled out.  If you take all of the middle ישראל

letters, the מ', ל', י', י', ו' , the total is 96) is the 

number 96, which corresponds to the Names of 

Hashem of ל-א  , and י-נ-ד-א .  With this we can 

understand the word, “ושכנתי” and call it, “ושכינתי” 

– that Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, “My Shechina will 

be within Klal Yisroel.” The נר is also a Remez to the 

Neshama of a person, as it says in Mishlei 20:27 “ כי

נשמת אדם' נר ד .”  The Shechina rests upon the 

Neshama of a person.  The world is a dark place 

and it is only the light of the Shechina that 

illuminates the world. 

ושכנתי בתוך “ Melachim 1:6:13 - ברכת חיים 

י ישראלבנ ” – The middle letters of the words, “ בני

'נ are a ”ישראל  and a ר' , which spell the word, “נר”, 

a Remez to the unity of the lamp.  The three ה"הוי , 

with the Names of Hashem, ם"אלהי, י"אדנ, ה"אהי  is 

equal to 250 ,נר – this is a great illumination.  

 representative of ,נר the - ”ושכנתי בתוך בני ישראל“

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, is within “ אלרי ישנב .”  With 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu being “in middle of B’nei 

Yisroel,” “לא אעזוב את עמי ישראל” – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu will never forsake His people, Yisroel.  

ושכנתי בתוך “ Melachim 1:6:13 - ברכת חיים 

 heart, of a person is ,לב The – ”תוך“ – ”בני ישראל

 to לב within him.  If one connects the word – ”תוך“

the Shem Havayah, ( 'ה', ו', ה', י ) the Gematria is חן, 

58, and this will cause Klal Yisroel to be Zoche to 

redeem, “ ה-ו-ה-כבוד י ” which is also the Gematria 

of חן.  The Torah is called “חן,” as it says in Mishlei 

 The heart will be Zoche to be the  ”.יעלת חן“ 5:18

abode for the Name of Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

through the Torah that is in one’s heart.   

“ Melachim 1:5:26 – ברכת חיים  נתן  'וד

 And Hashem gave“ – ”חכמה לשלמה כאשר דבר לו

wisdom to Shlomo, as He told him.”  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu gave Shlomo Hamelech a choice of what 

he wanted, and he chose wisdom.  Why does the 

Posuk need to tell us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

gave Shlomo wisdom, “As He told him”?  Melachim 

 ,Hashem told Shlomo – ”שאל מה אתן לך“ 1:3:5

“Request what I should give to you.” Tanchuma 

Chukas 6 – Moshol – A king tells his beloved that he 

can request one thing from the king, and the king 

will grant it to him.  The beloved was exceedingly 

wise and figured out a way to get much more than 

one thing from the king.  He asked for the king’s 

daughter to be his wife.  This way he would get the 

princess, and being that he would now be the son-

in-law of the king, he would thereby get many 

more things.  This is what Shlomo Hamelech did.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu asked him what he desired, 

and he chose Chochma, which is inclusive of all.  As 

it is known from the Zohar Hakodosh that חכמה, is 

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu told  .מה the power of ,כח מה

Shlomo to choose חכמה, so that he would receive 

all the Brochos, as Hakodosh Boruch Hu told him, 

“ אתן לך' מה'שאל  ” – Hakodosh Boruch Hu told him 

to choose “כאשר דבר לו“  ”.מה” – The Posuk is 

telling us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave to Shlomo 

wisdom, “As He had told Shlomo to choose.”  This 

alluded to for the words “שאל מה” is the same 

Gematria as the name “שלמה” with the Kolel – 

Shlomo was told to choose wisdom in his best 

interest. 

פתח רבי “ – Terumah 166a – זוהר הקדוש 

כי נר מצוה ותורה אור: יוסי ואמר ” – It says in Mishlei 

 All those – ”נר מצוה“  ”.כי נר מצוה ותורה אור“ 6:23

who occupy themselves in this world with the 

Mitzvos of the Torah will be rewarded for each 

Mitzvah, one lamp to illuminate Olam Habah, for 

through each Mitzvah one is Mesaken the Malchus, 

which is called תורה אור“  .נר” – refers to one who 
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occupies himself with Torah study.  He is Zoche to 

the אור עליון, the Divine light, whereby all of the 

 are kindled.  This means that through the נרות

Torah study one draws out the light of the Torah in 

order to kindle and illuminate the Malchus, which 

is the נר.  A נר without אור, is nothing, and an אור, 

without a נר is nothing, for one needs the נר to 

keep the אור going.  Therefore, praised is he who 

occupies himself with the Mitzvos of the Torah and 

creates נרות, and who also occupies himself with 

Torah study, so that the Malchus of Shomayim can 

be illuminated.   

כי נר מצוה ותורה “ – 166a – זוהר הקדוש 

 ,נר It is the ”?נר מצוה“ What is called the – ”אור

which is a Mitzvah that women are Zoche to kindle 

– it is the נר of Shabbos, which is the Sod of the 

Shechina upon which the women bring forth. 

Through נרות שבת, women create a great Tikun, 

and it demonstrates that the Shechina is with them 

all week.  (See Parshah Pshetl 2, Parshas Chayei 

Sarah, which discusses the נרות burning from Erev 

Shabbos till Erev Shabbos – continuity of Avodas 

Hashem and bringing the Shechina in).  Although 

women are not Zoche in Limud Hatorah, their 

husbands are Zoche to it.  The Limud Hatorah of 

the husbands is what kindles the נרות שבת.  The 

light of the Shabbos candles creates a Tikun, and 

Limud Hatorah creates that same Tikun, kindling 

the fire from Above.   

ועשית מנרת “ 25:31 - שפתי כהן על התורה 

 The Torah mentions the Shulchan – ”זהב טהור

prior to the Menorah, for the Shulchan is the 

nourishment for the Guf, the body, and one cannot 

serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu without his nourished 

Guf.  If there is no Guf, there is no Neshama – first 

comes the Guf, and then to be Mekayeim Mitzvos, 

the Neshama comes.  The Menorah is a Remez to 

the Neshama, which illuminates the Guf.  “מנרת” is 

the same Gematria as “ 'נר הנשמה מ ” – referring to 

the מ' , forty, days in which the Torah was given.   

י שטייף"מהר   You – ”ממנה יהיו“ 25:31 – 

shall make a Menorah of pure gold, hammered out 

shall the Menorah be made – its base, its shaft, its 

cups, its knobs, and its blossoms shall be 

hammered – “from it.”  The Chasam Sofer says that 

one should not explain the words of the Torah 

based upon other wisdoms of the world, rather all 

of Torah should only be explained and understood 

through the Torah itself.  That is what the Posuk is 

teaching us here, that the “ציצים והפרחים” – all the 

various parts of the Menorah which correspond to 

Pilpul and Chiddush Hatorah, must all come from 

the Torah itself, and not from any outside sources. 

ככל אשר אני מראה אותך “ 25:9 – בן איש חי 

 – ”את תבנית המשכן ואת תבנית כל כליו וכן תעשו

“Like everything that I show you, the form of the 

Mishkan and the form of all its vessels; and so shall 

you do.”  Harav “Birchas Tov” says in the name of 

the Rikanti that Moshe Rabbeinu labored and built 

the Mishkan down here, while the Malach ט"מט  – 

who is חנוך, the head of Malachim, built the 

Mishkan Above.  As the Medrash in Bamidbar 

Rabbah 12:12 says that on the day that the 

Mishkan was built down here, it was also built 

Above.  This is the Kavanah of Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

calling the sanctuary, the משכן, for He took two 

letters from משה’s name, מש, and two from חנוך’s 

name, כן, and called it משכן.  The remaining letters 

of their names, ( חנוך –משה   – the ה from Moshe’s 

name, and the ח and ו from Chanoch’s name) spell 

 This is a Remez that the Mishkan was to be  .חוה

Mesaken the sin of Chavah, to purify Klal Yisroel 

from the impurity that was attached to Chavah 

through her sin.  The cause of the Mishkan being 

built Above was because it was built down here.  

Moshe Rabbeinu is credited with building the 

Mishkan, which includes both the one down here 

and the one Above, for he was the cause for the 

one Above being built – as is Meramez from the כן 

from the משכן.  

ועשית מנרת זהב “ 25:31 - אור פני משה 

 The Menorah is a Remez to Torah, which is – ”טהור

called אור, light.  The Posuk is Meramez that the 

Torah must be learned Lishma; it must be pure, just 

like the Menorah.   
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 Haftorah Melachim 1:6:12,13 – חתם סופר 

“ ושכנתי בתוך ... ושמרתי את כל מצותי ללכת בהם

ולא אעזוב את עמי ישראל , בני ישראל ” – “And 

observe all My commandments to follow them… I 

shall dwell among B’nei Yisroel, and I shall not 

forsake My people Yisroel.”  There is a Remez here 

that had Shlomo Hamelech’s wives not turned his 

heart away from Hashem, the Bais Hamikdash 

would have never been destroyed.  Menochos 44a 

– The Mitzvah of Tzitzis is to remind one to heed all 

of the Mitzvos of the Torah, as we see in a story 

where a man was saved from sin by his Tzitzis 

hitting him in the face.  Perhaps Shlomo Hamelech 

wore royal garments that did not need to have 

Tzitzis, and had he had Tzitzis he would not have 

failed, and sinned. “ושמרתי את כל מצותי” – If one 

will have Tzitzis – he will heed all of the 

commandments of the Torah, then Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu will dwell among Klal Yisroel, and never 

forsake Yisroel.  

ח"ברכת הרי  ונתת על השלחן לחם “ 25:30 – 

 And you shall place the Lechem“ – ”פנים לפני תמיד

Hapanim before Me, always.” Why specifically was 

the Lechem Hapanim to be before Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, תמיד, always?  The Chinuch says that all 

of the Mitzvos of the Torah have their time and 

place, and they are not constant.  However, there 

are six Mitzvos which one is “always” obligated in, 

and one should not turn away from it even for one 

moment – all of the days of his life.  1 – To believe 

in Hashem.  2 – To believe in only Him.  3 – He is 

One. 4 – To Love Him.  5 – To fear Him.  6 – Not to 

follow after the desires of your heart and eyes.   

The Guf is nourished with physical bread, and the 

bread that nourishes the Nefesh is Mitzvos, and the 

bread that nourishes the Ruach (a higher level of 

the soul) is the Torah.  Klal Yisroel is comprised of 

two groups, men and women.  There are some 

Mitzvos that only apply to men, while others apply 

to both men and women. Shemos 19:3 “ כה תאמר

ותגד לבני “ ;This refers to the women – ”לבית יעקב

 This refers to the men.  However, there – ”ישראל

are six constant Mitzvos, and the Remez to that is 

the six loaves of bread that must always be on 

Shulchan.  Even when one is being removed, the 

new one is to be simultaneously placed on the 

Shulchan so that it is always there, just like one 

must perform these Mitzvos at all times.  There are 

two groups of the six loaves, for one group is 

K’neged the women and one is K’neged the men.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the Posuk 

telling us that one should perform the Mitzvos so 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu should dwell within Klal 

Yisroel, and not “leave.”  The Mishkan was not just 

a place for performance of Mitzvos, it was so much 

greater than that.  It was a place for one to cleave 

to Hakodosh Boruch Hu. When Moshe Rabbeinu 

built the Mishkan down here, there was one being 

built in Shomayim.  Klal Yisroel are to desire this 

deep rooted connection to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

There are all types of Mitzvos, and not all are 

performed by all of Klal Yisroel.  Limud Hatorah is a 

Mitzvah for men, though women have a part in it 

as well.  Aside from the Gemara telling us that they 

have a connection to it through their husbands and 

sons, they also have their direct connection of 

lighting the נרות שבת, which is illuminated by their 

husband’s Torah.  The primary purpose of the 

Mishkan and the Bais Hamikdash is to bring 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu into one’s heart, a place that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu should be at all times.  One 

must perform all of the Mitzvos of the Torah, and 

learn Torah as well.  However, these are Mitzvos 

which are not done every moment of one’s life.  

There are six Mitzvos, known as the  שש מצוות

 the six Mitzvos which one must constantly ,תמידיות

perform.  This is the goal of all the Mitzvos – to 

bring Hakodosh Boruch Hu into your hearts, so that 

He never leaves.  The Posuk is stressing that it is 

not enough to have Hakodosh Boruch Hu dwell 

within us, but He must never leave.  If we bring him 

within us, and always feel that connection to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, then He will in fact always be 

within us, and never leave us.  Although we are still 

not Zoche to have the Bais Hamikdash now, we can 

still bring Hakodosh Boruch Hu into our hearts.  

May we be Zoche to truly make a home for 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu within our hearts for 

permanent residence – a place to remain all of the 

days of our lives.    
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In Telshe, Rav Eliezer Gordon was not only the Rosh 
Yeshiva, but also the Rav. His involvement in local 

communal affairs would eventually affect the most 
powerful leadership position in Russia.

Rav Eliezer’s name became known far and wide, and when 
non-Jews came to the market in Telshe, they would ask 

that their items be weighed on the Rav’s scales.

Seeing that many storekeepers 
used worn and inaccurate weights 
and measures, Rav Eliezer issued 
an order requiring storekeepers 
to exchange them for new ones.

I came to 
inspect your 

weights.

Rebbi, there’s 
no need to be concerned. 

My weights are the ones my 
father used, and he was a great 

tzaddik. They are surely in 
order.

I will not give my 
Kashrus certification 

unless the weights are 
all changed.

All right, 
Rebbi, but let’s 
make a deal...

...I will use new 
weights for the Jewish 
customers that require 
your certification, but 
for the other locals...

No! My certification 
is for ALL customers! 

These old weights must be 
removed from the store 

before you can receive my 
certification.

This Rabbi is holy. 
I went to him last year 
for a blessing and he 
blessed my crops. This 
year was my best year 

ever!

My son, even the 
strongest weights 

become worn...

ד‘ אדר א‘  1910 - 1841  5670 - 5601

R’ Eliezer (Lazer) Gordon זצ״ל was born in Carniany, Belarus, to ר׳ ַאברהם שמּואל זצ״ל, 
a תלמיד of ר׳ חיים מװלֹוז׳ין זצ״ל. He was a תלמיד מבהק of ר׳ ישראל סלנטר זצ״ל in his ישיבה in 
Kovno together with ר׳ שמחה זיסל זיו זצ״ל ,ר׳ יצחק ּבלָאזר זצ״ל and ר׳ נפטלי ַאמסטרדם זצ״ל, among 
others. R’ Lazer served as רב in Kovno, but left after three months to become the רב of 
Kelm, where he opened a ישיבה. R’ Lazer then moved to Slobodka where he stayed for 
six months, before finally settling in Telz, to become the רב and ראׁש ישיבה. In 1897, he 
hired ר׳ לײּב חסמן זצ״ל as משגיח to help fight the influences of השכלה. After a fire in 1908 
destroyed the Telz ישיבה, R’ Lazer went to London on a fund-raising mission and was 

.while there. He was buried in the Edmonton Federation Cemetery in London נפטר

Rav Eliezer met the governor 
of the Vilna district, who had 

heard about his integrity...

Years later the governor became 
Russia’s prime minister.

My close confidants, Do you 
know how I became Prime minister? 
Well, when I was still a governor 

of Vilna, I was fortunate to meet the 
holy Rabbi, Rabbi Eliezer Gordon. Since 

the day of his blessing I have seen 
unusual success in all aspects of 

my life.

Rabbi, 
I have heard 

that you are a 
holy person.  I 
ask that you 
please bless 

me.

Oh! I need a man 
like this for my 

problems… Rabbi, I 
need a big favor. 

I want my enemy to 
die. Please curse 

him!

Your 
honor, may 

you see 
blessing in 
all your 

endeavors!

My dear sir, 
let us pray 

instead that he 
will become your 
friend, and then 
your problem 
will be solved.

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval  www.leilshishi.com

kzfr ban, vcjur haghv anjv g"v ci hck"j crul hux;

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

)ְׁשמֹות כה:ח( … ְוָעׂשּו ִלי ִמְקָדׁש     
 They shall make for Me a holy dwelling …  
  The ִחּנּוְך explains that the building of a home for ד׳ is 
difficult to understand. The ִחּנּוְך’s pen trembles as he poetically 
addresses in ית ַהְבִחיָרה  the meaning of many (ִמְצָוה צה) ִמְצַות ִבְנַין בֵּ
aspects of the ית ַהִמְקָדׁש ית ַהִמְקָדׁש His basic message is that the .בֵּ  was בֵּ
built for ל  by preforming ד׳ to be able to become closer to ְכַלל ִיְׂשָראֵּ
actions, e.g. schlepping an animal through ְירּוָׁשַלִים to the ית ַהִמְקָדׁש  .בֵּ
ית ַהִמְקָדׁש to perform in the ִמְצֹות in His Kindness gave us extra ד׳  The .בֵּ
additional ִמְצֹות performed create additional ְבָרָכה, blessing, and ְקֻדָשה, 
holiness, that will in turn add more of ד׳’s Kindness to those that go 
there. 
 Many miracles happened in the ית ַהִמְקָדׁש  that everyone בֵּ
could see. However there was one miracle that happened that was 
hidden. The (ָבָבא ַבְתָרא צט.) ְגָמָרא notes in the name of  ִוי  that the ַרִבי לֵּ
space that was taken up by the  ָארֹון is not included in the dimensions 
of the  קֶדׂש ַהָקָדִׁשים [as they are specified in ְמָלִכים ו:כ]. In the first  ית בֵּ
 by ַאמֹות were twenty ֺקֶדׂש ַהָקָדִׁשים the dimensions of the ַהִמְקָדׁש
twenty ַאמֹות. However, if one measured from any wall to the ָארֹון, 
there were always ten ַאמֹות of space on each side. Miraculously, the 
 did not take up any space. We are all aware that this miracle ָארֹון
happened in a place that no one except the ן ָגדֹול  could יֹום ִכּפּור on ֺכהֵּ
even notice. No one, not even the ן ָגדֹול  took a tape measure to ,ֺכהֵּ
check and verify the measurements! What was the purpose of this 

rather fascinating hidden miracle? 
 The fact that the ּתֹוָרה tells us that the ָארֹון did not take up 
any space must be to teach us an important lesson. The ַמַהְרָׁש״א 
explains that the ָארֹון was the place where ד׳ came and spoke directly 
to ֺמֶׁשה. Since ד׳ is not physical and He is everywhere, the place of the 
 .was not physical. Therefore, it could not be measured physically ָארֹון
 These are some beautiful answers that were suggested by a 
class of nine– and ten-year-old boys: 
 The ָארֹון represents ּתֹוָרה. The reason that the ָארֹון did not take 

up any space is to teach us that the ּתֹוָרה we learn can never be 
finished. The ּתֹוָרה has no limits and therefore it cannot be 
measured in any physical way. 

 We know that learning ּתֹוָרה requires a person to be humble. 
 represents, sits best with a person who is ָארֹון which the ,ּתֹוָרה
humble and does not take up any “space.” A humble person is 
willing to admit his mistakes to arrive at the truth. The more a 
person is able to humble himself, the better he will be able to 
understand and teach the truth of ּתֹוָרה. 

 ּתֹוָרה is above time and space. We can learn ּתֹוָרה anytime, twenty
-four hours a day. Learning ּתֹוָרה is not limited to any special place 
or time. We must always learn ּתֹוָרה in every situation. Even a 
poor person must designate times to learn ּתֹוָרה and therefore 
the ָארֹון which represents ּתֹוָרה, cannot be measured physically. 

Adapted from: ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע 

R' Moshe Aharon Stern ַזַצ״ל was born in New York, to R' 
Yomtov Lipman and Esther Stern, ר׳ ַיֲעֺקב יֹוֵסף Herman’s 
daughter (of All for the Boss). From his youth, he learned in 

יָבה ּתֹוָרה ְוַדַעת  and he became very close to R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz ְישִׁ
and R' Reuven Grozovsky. At the age of 18, he traveled to ְשָרֵאל  to ֶאֶרץ יִׁ
learn in the Kamenitz יָבה  .where he remained for the rest of his life ,ְישִׁ
Eventually, he became a עּור יד שִׁ יָבה in the ַמגִׁ יחַ  and then the ,ְישִׁ  He .ַמְשגִׁ
became very close to R' Elya Lopian ַזַצ״ל, R' Chatzkel Levenstein ַזַצ״ל and 
the Brisker Rav. He traveled to many countries and inspired people with his 
warm and unique מּוָסר. Several of his shmuessen are found in ֵמֵאש ָּתם 
(Feldheim).  

 ח׳ אדר
5686 — 5758 
1926 — 1998 

R' Moshe Aharon Stern ַזַצ״ל once explained 
that  a  mouth  can  be  compared  to  a 
loaded gun. Before one shoots, he is in 
complete control of the bullet. It can be 
aimed at a target or into the air; but 
once  he  shoots,  he  is  no  longer  in 
control of it ... it will strike anything that 
gets   in   its   path,   even   accidentally. 
Likewise, before one speaks, he is in control 
of his words. However, once uttered, harmful 
words can do [accidental, but] irreparable damage! 

TorahThoughts



True EmotionsLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ל  ָראֵּ י ִישְּ נֵּ ר ֶאל בְּ בֵּ רּוָמִתי.… דַּ חּו ֶאת תְּ ֶבּנּו ִלבֹו ִתקְּ ת ָכל ִאיׁש ֲאֶׁשר ִידְּ אֵּ    מֵּ
 Speak to the Children of Israel … from every man whose 
heart will move him, you shall take My gift (מֹות כ״ה:ב׳  .(ׁשְּ
 We  know  that  buildings  that  are  needed  for  national 
concerns,  such  as  the  Capitol  or  the  White  House,  are  funded  
by taxes and other forms of government revenue. The ָכן  was built ִמׁשְּ
as a place where Hashem would rest His ִכיָנה  and in which the ׁשְּ
Jewish People would serve Him. It was the “headquarters” of our 
service to the One Above. Why, then, was the ָכן  built through a ִמׁשְּ
request for private donations? Why was it not simply funded through 
a national tax? 
 R' Zalman Sorotzkin ״ל צַּ תֹוָרה writes in זַּ ִים לַּ נַּ  that the ָאזְּ
main quality needed in building the ָכן  was the special generosity ִמׁשְּ
through which it was built. It was precisely because its every piece of 
gold  and  every  scrap  of  wood  was  given  with  a  pure,  sincere 
willingness of heart that ד׳ desired to rest His Presence in it.  ֲחָמָנא רַּ
 .seeks the heart ד׳ ,ִלָבא ָבִעי
 R' Sorotzkin continues by saying that it is this special and 
unique generosity that makes every ֶנֶסת כְּ ית הַּ  special. The fact that בֵּ
every ֶנֶסת כְּ ית הַּ  is built by Jews who willingly give of their resources בֵּ
to glorify ד׳’s Name makes the prayers uttered in these places so 
pleasing to ד׳. 
 The generosity of heart that Jews demonstrate, both in 
building תֹוָרה institutions and in helping individual Jews, is a quality 
that is unique to the Jewish people. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Chaim Gelb was a Williamsburg baker and a one-man  ֶחֶסד
 institution. Many people vividly recall the sight of R' Chaim hurrying 
about at weddings, a yarmulka filled with coins in his outstretched 
hand as he raised money for the poor. 
 As a young couple, R' Chaim and his wife had accumulated 
$10,000 in their savings account and they decided to dedicate their 

lives to the ֹות ָדָקה of ִמצְּ  ,During the years that followed .ֶחֶסד and צְּ
their  entire  savings  was  disbursed  to  the  poor  and  to  Torah 
institutions. 
 To R' Chaim, it was not enough to give only money to the 
poor; they had to be shown love and respect as well. As our Sages 
teach, the comfort one offers a poor person is even greater than the 
money one gives him (:ָרא ט תְּ  When R' Chaim married off his .(ָבָבא בַּ
daughter, it was natural for him to invite the poor people who were 
regular guests at his home. But R' Chaim did more. He sat the poor 
people at the head table! 
 When R' Chaim’s granddaughter went to enroll her child in 
an established ִׁשיָבה  in which all the classes were said to be full, the יְּ
head of the ִׁשיָבה  ,welcomed the boy with open arms. He explained יְּ
“Today, our ִׁשיָבה  is well established, and is sometimes forced to turn יְּ
away applicants. But I have not forgotten the day when we first 
opened many years ago. We had just a few students, and almost no 
money.  Your  grandfather,  my  good  friend  R'  Chaim,  came  and 
presented me with a donation – the first we received from anyone. 
He said, ‘A ִׁשיָבה ין  – needs students, but it also needs money יְּ ִאם אֵּ
ין תֹוָרה ח, אֵּ  .(ָאבֹות ג:כא) ’ֶקמַּ
 “I  have  never  forgotten  his  generous  and  thoughtful 
gesture. Now I can repay him in some way.” 
 R' Chaim was not one to speak about his accomplishments. 
Thus, in his younger years, there were some people who wondered 
what exactly he did with all those nickels and pennies he collected. 
Therefore it came as a surprise to some when the legendary ל הֵּ נַּ  of מְּ
Mesivta Torah Vodaath, R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, accepted R' 
Chaim’s invitation to join him at his home one ָבת עּודֹות for ׁשַּ  .ָשֺלׁש סְּ
Only later on did it become known that in the 1930s, during the Great 
Depression, R' Chaim had raised thousands of dollars for the ִׁשיָבה  ,יְּ
and it was this money that had allowed the ִׁשיָבה  .to stay open יְּ

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 When ֶעֶרב ּפּוִרים falls on ת בָּ  as will happen this year ,שַׁ
(next week), one may not carry a ה ת to shul on ְמִגלָּ בָּ  ,שַׁ
even in an area that is enclosed with a proper ֵערּוב. This is 

because one may not prepare for חֹול (i.e. ּפּוִרים) on ת בָּ  .שַׁ

 Instead, one should bring the ְמִגלָּה to shul before ת בָּ  or ,שַׁ
after ת בָּ   .שַׁ

because one may not prepare for חֹול (i.e. ּפּוִרים) on ת בָּ  .שַׁ

 Instead, one should bring the ְמִגלָּה to shul before ת בָּ  or ,שַׁ
after ת בָּ   .שַׁ

ָמא:   ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ָצֵאי  מוֹו ַחל ּבְ ּ�וִּרים  ׁשֶ

ת ּבָ ׁשַ

Halacha 
Corner

3rd International Pirchei שובבים Contest

Dear Talmid, 
 R' ה ַאֲהֺרן  once related ,ַזַצ״ל ,Stern ֺמשֶׁ
that, as a young man, his father was studying 
accounting in a university. Mr. Stern noticed 
that the final exam to earn the degree was 
scheduled to be given on the 2nd day of בּועֹות  .שָׁ
He explained to the dean that, as an observant 
Jew, he could not take the test at that time. The 
dean sent him to his Jewish assistant, who 
claimed that if he would provide a deferral, he 
would be accused of favoring Jews. Mr. Stern 
returned to the dean and thanked him, saying 
that he would not be taking the test.  
 Surprised by his stubbornness, the 
dean said, “Mr. Stern, none of your friends is 
going to see you taking the test!” Mr. Stern 
explained that he was not concerned with any 

person; it was ד׳ Who concerned him. ד׳ sees 
and records everything.  
 The dean asked, “What will you do if 
you cannot take the test?” Mr. Stern replied, “I 
will have to take the course over again.”  
 The dean then said, “There are two 
weeks left before the test. Come to my office 
on the day before the holiday. We will talk 
then.” 
 On בּועֹות ב שָׁ רֶׁ  Mr. Stern went to see ,עֶׁ
the dean in his office. The dean locked the door 
securely  and  told  him,  “I  am  going  to  do 
something for you that I have never done in my 
entire life. I must help a young man who is so 
sincere in his convictions!” 
 The dean went over to the safe and 

removed a copy of the test, placing it in an 
envelope, which he then sealed. “Here is the 
test that will be given in 2 days’ time. Do not 
open this envelope until that time. The night 
after the holiday, when you’re permitted to 
write, open the envelope and take the test. 
After exactly four hours, stop and place the test 
in another envelope, seal it, and bring it to me 
the next day.” 
 My ַתְלִמיד, the dean understood that 
one who has full trust in ד׳ and is willing to give 
up his career can be trusted in other areas as 
well. Is it a wonder that Mr. Stern was ה  to a זֹוכֶׁ
son like R' ה ַאֲהֺרן  ?ֺמשֶׁ

רּוְך!          ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו בָׁ
ִבי Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות  רֶׁ

A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews 

FocusonMiddos

Wrap up of ִמְצָוה — ׁשֹוְבִבים of ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום contest 
 To participate, boys in 1st and 2nd grade had to complete the ָפָרָׁשה until 3 ,ֵׁשִניrd grade until 4 ,ְׁשִליִׁשיth grade until 5 ,ְרִביִעיth grade until 6 ,ֲחִמיִׁשיth grade 
until 7 ,ִׁשִׁשיth and 8th grades completed the ָפָרָׁשה. Participants will be entered in a raffle for a set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים and the weekly winner will also 
receive a set of חּוָמִׁשים with the פירוש of מעט צרי (an explanation of the ַתְרּגּום in ָלׁשֹון ַהקֹוֶדׁש). Please send a fax to 718 506 9633 by Sunday at 7:00 p.m.). All 
winners will be announced אי״ה after םירופ. The current contestants:  
Grade 1 – Mordechai Nass, The Cheder; Yitzchak Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Chaim Aschendoff, Michael Babazadeh, Chaim Bash, Shuey Berger, Avrohom 
Dovid Blum, Shimon Brach, Levi Yitzchok Brecher, Eli Brody, Daniel Bruck, Ephraim Cohen, Moshe Cywiak, Yisroel Drillik, Simcha Fireworker, Binyomin Zev Florans, 
Avi Goldbord, Nachi Goldstein, Shlomo Gross, Avi Grossberger, Zevi Hirsch, Aharon Itzkowitz, Chagai Jaapon, Sruli Kagan, Sruli Krieger, Yair Lasry, Chaim Lederer, 
Elchonon Lorber, Zevi Markowitz, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Effie Neuman, Nisson Noviko, Avromi Perl, Dovid Pomerantz, Shlomo Zalman 
Salgo, Zevy Schilit, Yitzchak Schlaff, Mordechai Slomovics, Mendy Sokel, Eliyahu Stern, Eli Steur, Bentzi Stroh, David Tepfer, Dovid Tessler, Tzvi Treuhaft, Avrohom 
Vaiselberg,  Nesanel Vaiselberg,  Avi Weiss,  Moshe Wertzberger,  Dovid Willamowsky,  Dovi Worenklein,  Nosson Yaiche,  Chaim Zahler,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 
Brooklyn, NY; Boruch Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda Tessler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Moshe Lasar, Yeshiva Shaare 
Tzion,  Piscataway Township, NJ;  Yerachmiel Rothenberg,  Clifton Cheder,  Clifton, NJ;  Mordechai Dovid Goldberg,  Yeshivas Ohr HaTorah;  Zev Cohen, Yeshiva 
Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Refoel Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic; Dovid Rabinowitz, Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ; Shlomo Zalman Zigun, Yeshiva Derech 
Hatorah, Wickliffe, OH. Grade 2 – Gavriel Mahperi, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Meir Benhamo, Pinchas Bookson, Moshe Dahan, Daniel Friedman, Ari Goldman, 
Nachmi Herzberg,  Eliyahu Jakubovic,  Moshe Eliezer Kahan,  Shimon Kaufman,  Avrumi Kupczyk,  David Mordechai,  Yehuda Obermeister,  Gavriel Orzel,  Daniel 
Shilman, Hillel Suliman-Zada, Zev Yankovich, Yisroel Yefet, Moishe Zimmerman, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Nesanel Yehuda Keller, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Yisroel 
Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin; Rephael Shmuel Kaikov, Chaim Shain, Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Shmuel Baumann, Moshe Bentzion Blum, Moshe Brachfeld, 
Shlomo Czeisler, Yisroel Yakov Feiger, Shlomo Fettman, Shimi Fireworker, Dovid Friedman, Aharon Yeshaya Gifter, Yossi Gray, Shmuel Haas, Yisrael Yehuda Haas, 
Shmuel Hirsch, Aharon Horowitz, Isser Zalman Itzkowitz, Zisha Katzenstein, Shaya Landau, Avrohom Zev Levitin, Akiva Lieberman,  Boruch Leib Mandel,  Aharon 
Mehlman,  Motti Neuman,  Ahron Oberlander,  Shia Ostreicher, Shlomo Reichman, Yosef Reisman, Dovid Rubinstein, Kalman Rubinstein, Shmuel Schreiber, Simcha 
Shapiro, Mayer Baruch Slomovics, Tzvi Eli Stern, Hillel Travitsky, Eliezer Weinberger, Yaakov Weiss, Sruli Yifat, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Aryeh 
Kohl,  Yeshiva Degel Hatorah,  Spring Valley, NY;  Aron Tzvi Papoff,  Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi;  Chicago, IL;  Avromi Atlas,  Binyamin Kroll,  Yeshivas Torah Institute, 
Baltimore, MD; Chatzkel Rayman, Shmuel Avigdor Zabrowsky, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Mordechai Shlomo Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic, Passiac, 
NJ; Yossi Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Chaim Feifer, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Wickliffe, OH. Grade 3 – Meir Nass, Nesanel Neuhaus, The 
Cheder; Eliyohu Helberg, Tiferes Elimelech; Chaim Auerbach, Ezra Chertok, Raphi Koshanfar, Dovi Lerner, Zevi Melcer, Yaakov Asher Moster, Tzvi Muller, Matan 
Verschleiser,  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Yissachar Harari-Raful,  Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Moshe Fastag, Avrohom Meir Fried, Zalmi Friedman, Daniel Gershbaum, 
Yehoshua Gershbaum, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Mendy Herbstman, Moshe Koritz, Ari Korsinsky, Yerachmiel Lasker, Dovy Levy, Yakov Perl, Shmueli Schachter, 
Moshe Yehoshua Stern, Dovi Werner, Yitzy Yaiche, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Gavriel Yisroel Aharon, Yehoshua Yoel Aharon, Shmuel Wind, Tani Wind, 
Yeshiva of South Shore, Woodmere, NY; Yaakov Mordechai Shacham, Clifton Cheder, Clifton, NJ; Baruch Berger, Gedalya Charish, Mordechai Shaul David, Michel 
Fishman, Nosson Gugenheimer, Refael Shmuel Hertz, Dovid Herzig, Dovid Yehuda Jacobowitz, Dov Karfiol, Naftali Laupidot, Yisroel Meir Moldaver, Baruch Sher, 
Eliyahu Slomovits, Yossi Steinberg, Yeshiva Toras Aron, Lakewood, NJ; Yehuda Leib Solomon, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH. Grade 4 – Yonah Fogel, 
Moshe Boruch Mahpour, Rafi Mordechai, Netanel Mostofsky, Avrohom Rosenberg, Falik Shedrowitzky, Alex Tusher, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Dovid Zazulia, Yeshiva 
Chaim Berlin;  Boruch Kaplan,  Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin;  Shlomo Moshayev,  Yeshiva of Brooklyn;  Yosef Friedman, Eli Weichselbaum,  Yeshiva Ohr Shraga;  Eliyahu 
Berger, Moshe Blum, Yaakov Czeisler, Chaim Davis, Adiel Duchovny, Dovid Egri, Dovy Einhorn, Daniel Farkas, Shmully Frank, Ari Gray, Avrumie Hellmann, Ahron 
Yehuda Herbstman, Shuey Lang, Yossi Lapidus, Yechiel Ledereich, Bentzy Leshem, Refael Oberlander, Dovid Rubinstein, Yaakov Schonbrun, Yaakov Schwartzmer, 
Yakov Shienerman,  Aryeh Leib Silberberg,  Mayer Slamowics,  Yossi Solomon,  Eliezer Speiser,  Avi Stahl,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn, NY;  Chaim Simcha 
Grossman, Avrohom Kaufman, Asher Yeshaya Knopfler, Yeshaya Litt, Yehoshua Perecman, Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda 
Dear,  Eliyahu Derman,  Yitzy Eisenstein,  Yehoshua Eisner,  Shmuel Feuer,  Ephraim Frankel,  Zevi Gelbtuch,  Avraham Gelman,  Chaim Goldfarb,  Yitzchok Chaim 
Gunsberg, Moshe Hollander, Yoni Klein, Binyomin Levine, Moshe Sicker, Tzvi Steif, Gamliel Mordechai Sternberg, Menachem Taub, Yonatan Waintraub, Dovid 
Weissmandl, Daniel Zimerman, Shimi Zweig, Yeshiva of Spring Valley, Monsey, NY; Nesanel Yitzchok Adler, Boruch Yaakov Alter, Shua Cardash, Yair Eliyahu, 
Aharon Fox, Nosson Tzvi Friedman, Akiva Glenner, Asher Gutkin, Yitzy Jaeger, Yochanan Meystel, Henoch Montrose, Yaakov Meir Polstein, Yaakov Prawer, Moshe 
Dovid Schwartz,  Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi;  Chicago, IL;  Yaakov Abrahams,  Sholom Dovid Behmanesh,  Lev Ehsanipoor,  Akiva Elman,  Menashe Guttenberg, Yoel 
Hettleman, Chaim Levi, Yissacher Lieder, Moshe Ribakow, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Ahron Nellein, Yeshivas Torah Institute; Baltimore, MD; 
Avrohom Rothenberg, Clifton Cheder, Clifton, NJ; Mordechai Meir Heinemann, Tzvi Yehuda Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Ezra Kassin, Michoel Aron Levy, 
Yeshiva Bais HaTorah, Lakewood, NJ; Nochum Avtzon, Cobi Scherer, Yonason Singer, Eliezer Teitelbaum, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Yaakov 
Faintuch, Shalom Yosef Goldman, Shlomo Goldman, Ari Horowitz, Chaim Joseph, Michoel Yuspeh, Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Cleveland, OH; Simcha Levovitz, 
Yeshiva Derech HaTorah, Wickliffe, OH; Sholom Benyominson, Yitzchok Karp, Shlomo Lapin, Yosef Purec, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Aron 
Shlomo Davis, Yecheskel Feld, Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK. Grade 5 – Mordechai Kaplan, Eliyahu Nass, The Cheder; Mordechai Dovid Beylus, Moshe Gelb, 
Shmuel Gorbulsky, Eliezer Halberstam, Zevi Hershkowitz, Menachem Manis Lang, Eytan Weisz, Shmuel Chaim Yomtov, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Aharon Fried, 
Aharon Harel,  Chanoch Harel,  Dovid Hirsch,  Moshe Simcha Itzkowitz,  Yitzi Lang,  Avromy Leshkowitz,  Tzvi Elimelech Levitin,  Shuli Lowy,  Michoel Minzer,  Yitzy 
Minzer, Shmuel Pearlman, Aharon Plotsker, Yehuda Aryeh Travitsky, Noam Zarinmanesh,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Yaakov Harari-Raful,  Yeshivat Ateret Torah; 
Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Noach Aryeh Schechter, Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY Mordechai Goldberg, 
Yeshiva of Spring Valley,  Monsey, NY;  Ari Wind,  Yeshiva of South Shore,  Woodmere, NY;  Duvid Unger,  Yeshiva Ohr Boruch D’Veitzen;  Chicago, IL;  Chaim 
Markowitz, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Yossie Atlas, Dov Belsky, Yehuda Chaifetz, Menashe Moshe Hack, Reuven Kleiner, Tzvi Linzer, Sruly Lurie, Yehoshua Oratz, 
Meir Simcha Paige, Levi Yitzchak Salazar, Binyomin Statfeld, Aryeh Leib Stein, Chaim Steinhardt, Yoni Zeiger, Yeshivas Torah Institute; Baltimore, MD; Yaakov 
Hazan, Yeshiva Toras Zev; Chaim Yeruchem Cohen, Chaim Shmuel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Menachem Greenfeld, Yitzy Jacknin, Yeshiva 
M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ; Shalom Betzalel Borenstein, Ephraim Dick, Yehuda Leib Mandel, Yonason Simon, Naftoli Stoll, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; 
Levi Minkin, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI. Grade 6 – Mendel Kahn, Ruach Chaim; Eliyohu Falik, The Cheder; Nuta Sholom Hamel, Binyomin Zev 
Helberg,  Tiferes Elimelech;  Nissim Harari-Raful, Refael Shabtai,  Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Moshe Levy, Yitzchok Meir Rabinowitz, Shmuel Eliyohu Shain, Yeshiva 
Ketana of Bensonhurst;  Aryeh Brachfeld, Avrumi Davidoff, Mordechai Davidoff, Zev Lapidoth, Shimon Stahl,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Mayer Ozer Greenberg, 
Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Yehuda Kaufman, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Shmuel Yankelewitz, Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Naftali Grumet, Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; Inwood, NY; Shmuel Grossman, Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Yehuda Anteby, Shlomo Mayer Davidson, 
Yechezkel Friedman,  Meir Kallner,  Dovid Katz,  Moishe Rothstein,  Shloime Sauer,  Yeshiva Beth Mikroh,  Monsey, NY;  Avrohom Dovid Eichenstein,  Binyomin 
Feldman, Zev Frank, Yosef Chaim Gholian, Asher Goldberg, Boruch Meiselman, Nachi Meyers, Dovid Mintz, Srully Solloff, Avrohom C. Sopher, Yisroel Meir Tendler, 
Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Meir Kassin, Yaakov M. Levy, Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yossie Heinemann, Moshe Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos 
Chaim; Refael Hazan, Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua Ottensoser, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Yeshiva 
Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Yehoshua Hack, Aharon Eliezer Karp, Shmuel Rosenthal, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Dovi Steinhaus, Kesser 
Torah; Gateshead, UK. Grade 7 – Yitzchok Zev Bensoussan, Yehuda Yosef Buzaglo, Yitzchok Deitel, Yosef Chaim Gold, Akiva Herman, Avrohom Yaakov Kaplan, 
Yaakov Katz, Mendel Kurinets, Gavriel Mirkin, Moishy Orange, Yitzy Pearl, Nosson Schloss, Elazar Shimonovich, Nathan Spitzer, Shaya Szanzer, Yeshaya Dovid 
Wallerstein, Dovid Zlotnick, Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana; Eitan Brown, Yosef Chaim Gutman, Moshe Yaakov Herskovic, David Kapetas, Zevi Leibler, Akiva Merl, Yeshiva 
Ahavas Torah; Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan, Mendy Reiss, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin; Sholom Aaron Meller, Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Refael Yitzchok Friedman, 
Yeshiva Ohr Shraga; Yedidya Grant, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Aryeh L. Perecman, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Gavriel Akerib, Yeshiva of 
Spring Valley, Monsey, NY; Moshe Hirsh Papoff, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Reuven Kassin, Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Shmuel Pitterman, Yeshiva Toras Aron; 
Lakewood, NJ; Binyomin Elimelech Gutlove, Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ; Binyomin Zev Lasar, Yeshiva Shaare Tzion, Piscataway Township, NJ; Mordechai 
Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Mordechai Bielory, Chaim Golden, Shimon Kapilevich, Yisroel Mordechai Karp, Ezra Minkin, Providence 
Hebrew Day School;  Providence, RI;  Menachem Posen, Mechina L’yeshiva;  Gateshead, UK;  Mordechai Tsvi Abenson, Shimon Adler, Yitsy Bamberger, Efraim 
Eckstein, Benzion Englard, Binyomin Goldman, Tovia Leiberman, Dovid Leitner, Binyomin Levin, Yankele Levin, Pinchos Levkovits, Shmuli Prijs, Aron Tsvi Saunders, 
Beis Hatalmud; Manchester, UK. Grade 8 – Chaim Eli Shain, Ruach Chaim; Yehuda Auerbach, Eli Feuchtwanger, Gershom Gorbulsky, Naftali Hollander, Leiby 
Mutterperl, Yeshurin Sorscher, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yehuda Mosak, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Meir Reiss, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin; Daniel Gross, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 
Brooklyn, NY; Boruch Gedalya Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua Reidler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Azriel Yudkowsky, 
Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI. 

There's a new pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212



True EmotionsLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ל  ָראֵּ י ִישְּ נֵּ ר ֶאל בְּ בֵּ רּוָמִתי.… דַּ חּו ֶאת תְּ ֶבּנּו ִלבֹו ִתקְּ ת ָכל ִאיׁש ֲאֶׁשר ִידְּ אֵּ    מֵּ
 Speak to the Children of Israel … from every man whose 
heart will move him, you shall take My gift (מֹות כ״ה:ב׳  .(ׁשְּ
 We  know  that  buildings  that  are  needed  for  national 
concerns,  such  as  the  Capitol  or  the  White  House,  are  funded  
by taxes and other forms of government revenue. The ָכן  was built ִמׁשְּ
as a place where Hashem would rest His ִכיָנה  and in which the ׁשְּ
Jewish People would serve Him. It was the “headquarters” of our 
service to the One Above. Why, then, was the ָכן  built through a ִמׁשְּ
request for private donations? Why was it not simply funded through 
a national tax? 
 R' Zalman Sorotzkin ״ל צַּ תֹוָרה writes in זַּ ִים לַּ נַּ  that the ָאזְּ
main quality needed in building the ָכן  was the special generosity ִמׁשְּ
through which it was built. It was precisely because its every piece of 
gold  and  every  scrap  of  wood  was  given  with  a  pure,  sincere 
willingness of heart that ד׳ desired to rest His Presence in it.  ֲחָמָנא רַּ
 .seeks the heart ד׳ ,ִלָבא ָבִעי
 R' Sorotzkin continues by saying that it is this special and 
unique generosity that makes every ֶנֶסת כְּ ית הַּ  special. The fact that בֵּ
every ֶנֶסת כְּ ית הַּ  is built by Jews who willingly give of their resources בֵּ
to glorify ד׳’s Name makes the prayers uttered in these places so 
pleasing to ד׳. 
 The generosity of heart that Jews demonstrate, both in 
building תֹוָרה institutions and in helping individual Jews, is a quality 
that is unique to the Jewish people. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Chaim Gelb was a Williamsburg baker and a one-man  ֶחֶסד
 institution. Many people vividly recall the sight of R' Chaim hurrying 
about at weddings, a yarmulka filled with coins in his outstretched 
hand as he raised money for the poor. 
 As a young couple, R' Chaim and his wife had accumulated 
$10,000 in their savings account and they decided to dedicate their 

lives to the ֹות ָדָקה of ִמצְּ  ,During the years that followed .ֶחֶסד and צְּ
their  entire  savings  was  disbursed  to  the  poor  and  to  Torah 
institutions. 
 To R' Chaim, it was not enough to give only money to the 
poor; they had to be shown love and respect as well. As our Sages 
teach, the comfort one offers a poor person is even greater than the 
money one gives him (:ָרא ט תְּ  When R' Chaim married off his .(ָבָבא בַּ
daughter, it was natural for him to invite the poor people who were 
regular guests at his home. But R' Chaim did more. He sat the poor 
people at the head table! 
 When R' Chaim’s granddaughter went to enroll her child in 
an established ִׁשיָבה  in which all the classes were said to be full, the יְּ
head of the ִׁשיָבה  ,welcomed the boy with open arms. He explained יְּ
“Today, our ִׁשיָבה  is well established, and is sometimes forced to turn יְּ
away applicants. But I have not forgotten the day when we first 
opened many years ago. We had just a few students, and almost no 
money.  Your  grandfather,  my  good  friend  R'  Chaim,  came  and 
presented me with a donation – the first we received from anyone. 
He said, ‘A ִׁשיָבה ין  – needs students, but it also needs money יְּ ִאם אֵּ
ין תֹוָרה ח, אֵּ  .(ָאבֹות ג:כא) ’ֶקמַּ
 “I  have  never  forgotten  his  generous  and  thoughtful 
gesture. Now I can repay him in some way.” 
 R' Chaim was not one to speak about his accomplishments. 
Thus, in his younger years, there were some people who wondered 
what exactly he did with all those nickels and pennies he collected. 
Therefore it came as a surprise to some when the legendary ל הֵּ נַּ  of מְּ
Mesivta Torah Vodaath, R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, accepted R' 
Chaim’s invitation to join him at his home one ָבת עּודֹות for ׁשַּ  .ָשֺלׁש סְּ
Only later on did it become known that in the 1930s, during the Great 
Depression, R' Chaim had raised thousands of dollars for the ִׁשיָבה  ,יְּ
and it was this money that had allowed the ִׁשיָבה  .to stay open יְּ

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 When ֶעֶרב ּפּוִרים falls on ת בָּ  as will happen this year ,שַׁ
(next week), one may not carry a ה ת to shul on ְמִגלָּ בָּ  ,שַׁ
even in an area that is enclosed with a proper ֵערּוב. This is 

because one may not prepare for חֹול (i.e. ּפּוִרים) on ת בָּ  .שַׁ

 Instead, one should bring the ְמִגלָּה to shul before ת בָּ  or ,שַׁ
after ת בָּ   .שַׁ

because one may not prepare for חֹול (i.e. ּפּוִרים) on ת בָּ  .שַׁ

 Instead, one should bring the ְמִגלָּה to shul before ת בָּ  or ,שַׁ
after ת בָּ   .שַׁ

ָמא:   ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ָצֵאי  מוֹו ַחל ּבְ ּ�וִּרים  ׁשֶ

ת ּבָ ׁשַ

Halacha 
Corner

3rd International Pirchei שובבים Contest

Dear Talmid, 
 R' ה ַאֲהֺרן  once related ,ַזַצ״ל ,Stern ֺמשֶׁ
that, as a young man, his father was studying 
accounting in a university. Mr. Stern noticed 
that the final exam to earn the degree was 
scheduled to be given on the 2nd day of בּועֹות  .שָׁ
He explained to the dean that, as an observant 
Jew, he could not take the test at that time. The 
dean sent him to his Jewish assistant, who 
claimed that if he would provide a deferral, he 
would be accused of favoring Jews. Mr. Stern 
returned to the dean and thanked him, saying 
that he would not be taking the test.  
 Surprised by his stubbornness, the 
dean said, “Mr. Stern, none of your friends is 
going to see you taking the test!” Mr. Stern 
explained that he was not concerned with any 

person; it was ד׳ Who concerned him. ד׳ sees 
and records everything.  
 The dean asked, “What will you do if 
you cannot take the test?” Mr. Stern replied, “I 
will have to take the course over again.”  
 The dean then said, “There are two 
weeks left before the test. Come to my office 
on the day before the holiday. We will talk 
then.” 
 On בּועֹות ב שָׁ רֶׁ  Mr. Stern went to see ,עֶׁ
the dean in his office. The dean locked the door 
securely  and  told  him,  “I  am  going  to  do 
something for you that I have never done in my 
entire life. I must help a young man who is so 
sincere in his convictions!” 
 The dean went over to the safe and 

removed a copy of the test, placing it in an 
envelope, which he then sealed. “Here is the 
test that will be given in 2 days’ time. Do not 
open this envelope until that time. The night 
after the holiday, when you’re permitted to 
write, open the envelope and take the test. 
After exactly four hours, stop and place the test 
in another envelope, seal it, and bring it to me 
the next day.” 
 My ַתְלִמיד, the dean understood that 
one who has full trust in ד׳ and is willing to give 
up his career can be trusted in other areas as 
well. Is it a wonder that Mr. Stern was ה  to a זֹוכֶׁ
son like R' ה ַאֲהֺרן  ?ֺמשֶׁ

רּוְך!          ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו בָׁ
ִבי Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות  רֶׁ

A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews 

FocusonMiddos

Wrap up of ִמְצָוה — ׁשֹוְבִבים of ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום contest 
 To participate, boys in 1st and 2nd grade had to complete the ָפָרָׁשה until 3 ,ֵׁשִניrd grade until 4 ,ְׁשִליִׁשיth grade until 5 ,ְרִביִעיth grade until 6 ,ֲחִמיִׁשיth grade 
until 7 ,ִׁשִׁשיth and 8th grades completed the ָפָרָׁשה. Participants will be entered in a raffle for a set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים and the weekly winner will also 
receive a set of חּוָמִׁשים with the פירוש of מעט צרי (an explanation of the ַתְרּגּום in ָלׁשֹון ַהקֹוֶדׁש). Please send a fax to 718 506 9633 by Sunday at 7:00 p.m.). All 
winners will be announced אי״ה after םירופ. The current contestants:  
Grade 1 – Mordechai Nass, The Cheder; Yitzchak Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Chaim Aschendoff, Michael Babazadeh, Chaim Bash, Shuey Berger, Avrohom 
Dovid Blum, Shimon Brach, Levi Yitzchok Brecher, Eli Brody, Daniel Bruck, Ephraim Cohen, Moshe Cywiak, Yisroel Drillik, Simcha Fireworker, Binyomin Zev Florans, 
Avi Goldbord, Nachi Goldstein, Shlomo Gross, Avi Grossberger, Zevi Hirsch, Aharon Itzkowitz, Chagai Jaapon, Sruli Kagan, Sruli Krieger, Yair Lasry, Chaim Lederer, 
Elchonon Lorber, Zevi Markowitz, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, Yonatan Dovid Moradi, Effie Neuman, Nisson Noviko, Avromi Perl, Dovid Pomerantz, Shlomo Zalman 
Salgo, Zevy Schilit, Yitzchak Schlaff, Mordechai Slomovics, Mendy Sokel, Eliyahu Stern, Eli Steur, Bentzi Stroh, David Tepfer, Dovid Tessler, Tzvi Treuhaft, Avrohom 
Vaiselberg,  Nesanel Vaiselberg,  Avi Weiss,  Moshe Wertzberger,  Dovid Willamowsky,  Dovi Worenklein,  Nosson Yaiche,  Chaim Zahler,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 
Brooklyn, NY; Boruch Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda Tessler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Moshe Lasar, Yeshiva Shaare 
Tzion,  Piscataway Township, NJ;  Yerachmiel Rothenberg,  Clifton Cheder,  Clifton, NJ;  Mordechai Dovid Goldberg,  Yeshivas Ohr HaTorah;  Zev Cohen, Yeshiva 
Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Refoel Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic; Dovid Rabinowitz, Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ; Shlomo Zalman Zigun, Yeshiva Derech 
Hatorah, Wickliffe, OH. Grade 2 – Gavriel Mahperi, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Meir Benhamo, Pinchas Bookson, Moshe Dahan, Daniel Friedman, Ari Goldman, 
Nachmi Herzberg,  Eliyahu Jakubovic,  Moshe Eliezer Kahan,  Shimon Kaufman,  Avrumi Kupczyk,  David Mordechai,  Yehuda Obermeister,  Gavriel Orzel,  Daniel 
Shilman, Hillel Suliman-Zada, Zev Yankovich, Yisroel Yefet, Moishe Zimmerman, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Nesanel Yehuda Keller, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Yisroel 
Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin; Rephael Shmuel Kaikov, Chaim Shain, Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Shmuel Baumann, Moshe Bentzion Blum, Moshe Brachfeld, 
Shlomo Czeisler, Yisroel Yakov Feiger, Shlomo Fettman, Shimi Fireworker, Dovid Friedman, Aharon Yeshaya Gifter, Yossi Gray, Shmuel Haas, Yisrael Yehuda Haas, 
Shmuel Hirsch, Aharon Horowitz, Isser Zalman Itzkowitz, Zisha Katzenstein, Shaya Landau, Avrohom Zev Levitin, Akiva Lieberman,  Boruch Leib Mandel,  Aharon 
Mehlman,  Motti Neuman,  Ahron Oberlander,  Shia Ostreicher, Shlomo Reichman, Yosef Reisman, Dovid Rubinstein, Kalman Rubinstein, Shmuel Schreiber, Simcha 
Shapiro, Mayer Baruch Slomovics, Tzvi Eli Stern, Hillel Travitsky, Eliezer Weinberger, Yaakov Weiss, Sruli Yifat, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Aryeh 
Kohl,  Yeshiva Degel Hatorah,  Spring Valley, NY;  Aron Tzvi Papoff,  Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi;  Chicago, IL;  Avromi Atlas,  Binyamin Kroll,  Yeshivas Torah Institute, 
Baltimore, MD; Chatzkel Rayman, Shmuel Avigdor Zabrowsky, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Mordechai Shlomo Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic, Passiac, 
NJ; Yossi Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Chaim Feifer, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Wickliffe, OH. Grade 3 – Meir Nass, Nesanel Neuhaus, The 
Cheder; Eliyohu Helberg, Tiferes Elimelech; Chaim Auerbach, Ezra Chertok, Raphi Koshanfar, Dovi Lerner, Zevi Melcer, Yaakov Asher Moster, Tzvi Muller, Matan 
Verschleiser,  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Yissachar Harari-Raful,  Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Moshe Fastag, Avrohom Meir Fried, Zalmi Friedman, Daniel Gershbaum, 
Yehoshua Gershbaum, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Mendy Herbstman, Moshe Koritz, Ari Korsinsky, Yerachmiel Lasker, Dovy Levy, Yakov Perl, Shmueli Schachter, 
Moshe Yehoshua Stern, Dovi Werner, Yitzy Yaiche, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Gavriel Yisroel Aharon, Yehoshua Yoel Aharon, Shmuel Wind, Tani Wind, 
Yeshiva of South Shore, Woodmere, NY; Yaakov Mordechai Shacham, Clifton Cheder, Clifton, NJ; Baruch Berger, Gedalya Charish, Mordechai Shaul David, Michel 
Fishman, Nosson Gugenheimer, Refael Shmuel Hertz, Dovid Herzig, Dovid Yehuda Jacobowitz, Dov Karfiol, Naftali Laupidot, Yisroel Meir Moldaver, Baruch Sher, 
Eliyahu Slomovits, Yossi Steinberg, Yeshiva Toras Aron, Lakewood, NJ; Yehuda Leib Solomon, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH. Grade 4 – Yonah Fogel, 
Moshe Boruch Mahpour, Rafi Mordechai, Netanel Mostofsky, Avrohom Rosenberg, Falik Shedrowitzky, Alex Tusher, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Dovid Zazulia, Yeshiva 
Chaim Berlin;  Boruch Kaplan,  Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin;  Shlomo Moshayev,  Yeshiva of Brooklyn;  Yosef Friedman, Eli Weichselbaum,  Yeshiva Ohr Shraga;  Eliyahu 
Berger, Moshe Blum, Yaakov Czeisler, Chaim Davis, Adiel Duchovny, Dovid Egri, Dovy Einhorn, Daniel Farkas, Shmully Frank, Ari Gray, Avrumie Hellmann, Ahron 
Yehuda Herbstman, Shuey Lang, Yossi Lapidus, Yechiel Ledereich, Bentzy Leshem, Refael Oberlander, Dovid Rubinstein, Yaakov Schonbrun, Yaakov Schwartzmer, 
Yakov Shienerman,  Aryeh Leib Silberberg,  Mayer Slamowics,  Yossi Solomon,  Eliezer Speiser,  Avi Stahl,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Brooklyn, NY;  Chaim Simcha 
Grossman, Avrohom Kaufman, Asher Yeshaya Knopfler, Yeshaya Litt, Yehoshua Perecman, Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda 
Dear,  Eliyahu Derman,  Yitzy Eisenstein,  Yehoshua Eisner,  Shmuel Feuer,  Ephraim Frankel,  Zevi Gelbtuch,  Avraham Gelman,  Chaim Goldfarb,  Yitzchok Chaim 
Gunsberg, Moshe Hollander, Yoni Klein, Binyomin Levine, Moshe Sicker, Tzvi Steif, Gamliel Mordechai Sternberg, Menachem Taub, Yonatan Waintraub, Dovid 
Weissmandl, Daniel Zimerman, Shimi Zweig, Yeshiva of Spring Valley, Monsey, NY; Nesanel Yitzchok Adler, Boruch Yaakov Alter, Shua Cardash, Yair Eliyahu, 
Aharon Fox, Nosson Tzvi Friedman, Akiva Glenner, Asher Gutkin, Yitzy Jaeger, Yochanan Meystel, Henoch Montrose, Yaakov Meir Polstein, Yaakov Prawer, Moshe 
Dovid Schwartz,  Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi;  Chicago, IL;  Yaakov Abrahams,  Sholom Dovid Behmanesh,  Lev Ehsanipoor,  Akiva Elman,  Menashe Guttenberg, Yoel 
Hettleman, Chaim Levi, Yissacher Lieder, Moshe Ribakow, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Ahron Nellein, Yeshivas Torah Institute; Baltimore, MD; 
Avrohom Rothenberg, Clifton Cheder, Clifton, NJ; Mordechai Meir Heinemann, Tzvi Yehuda Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Ezra Kassin, Michoel Aron Levy, 
Yeshiva Bais HaTorah, Lakewood, NJ; Nochum Avtzon, Cobi Scherer, Yonason Singer, Eliezer Teitelbaum, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Yaakov 
Faintuch, Shalom Yosef Goldman, Shlomo Goldman, Ari Horowitz, Chaim Joseph, Michoel Yuspeh, Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Cleveland, OH; Simcha Levovitz, 
Yeshiva Derech HaTorah, Wickliffe, OH; Sholom Benyominson, Yitzchok Karp, Shlomo Lapin, Yosef Purec, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Aron 
Shlomo Davis, Yecheskel Feld, Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK. Grade 5 – Mordechai Kaplan, Eliyahu Nass, The Cheder; Mordechai Dovid Beylus, Moshe Gelb, 
Shmuel Gorbulsky, Eliezer Halberstam, Zevi Hershkowitz, Menachem Manis Lang, Eytan Weisz, Shmuel Chaim Yomtov, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Aharon Fried, 
Aharon Harel,  Chanoch Harel,  Dovid Hirsch,  Moshe Simcha Itzkowitz,  Yitzi Lang,  Avromy Leshkowitz,  Tzvi Elimelech Levitin,  Shuli Lowy,  Michoel Minzer,  Yitzy 
Minzer, Shmuel Pearlman, Aharon Plotsker, Yehuda Aryeh Travitsky, Noam Zarinmanesh,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Yaakov Harari-Raful,  Yeshivat Ateret Torah; 
Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Noach Aryeh Schechter, Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY Mordechai Goldberg, 
Yeshiva of Spring Valley,  Monsey, NY;  Ari Wind,  Yeshiva of South Shore,  Woodmere, NY;  Duvid Unger,  Yeshiva Ohr Boruch D’Veitzen;  Chicago, IL;  Chaim 
Markowitz, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Yossie Atlas, Dov Belsky, Yehuda Chaifetz, Menashe Moshe Hack, Reuven Kleiner, Tzvi Linzer, Sruly Lurie, Yehoshua Oratz, 
Meir Simcha Paige, Levi Yitzchak Salazar, Binyomin Statfeld, Aryeh Leib Stein, Chaim Steinhardt, Yoni Zeiger, Yeshivas Torah Institute; Baltimore, MD; Yaakov 
Hazan, Yeshiva Toras Zev; Chaim Yeruchem Cohen, Chaim Shmuel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Menachem Greenfeld, Yitzy Jacknin, Yeshiva 
M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ; Shalom Betzalel Borenstein, Ephraim Dick, Yehuda Leib Mandel, Yonason Simon, Naftoli Stoll, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; 
Levi Minkin, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI. Grade 6 – Mendel Kahn, Ruach Chaim; Eliyohu Falik, The Cheder; Nuta Sholom Hamel, Binyomin Zev 
Helberg,  Tiferes Elimelech;  Nissim Harari-Raful, Refael Shabtai,  Yeshivat Ateret Torah;  Moshe Levy, Yitzchok Meir Rabinowitz, Shmuel Eliyohu Shain, Yeshiva 
Ketana of Bensonhurst;  Aryeh Brachfeld, Avrumi Davidoff, Mordechai Davidoff, Zev Lapidoth, Shimon Stahl,  Yeshiva Torah Vodaas;  Mayer Ozer Greenberg, 
Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Yehuda Kaufman, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Shmuel Yankelewitz, Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Naftali Grumet, Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; Inwood, NY; Shmuel Grossman, Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Yehuda Anteby, Shlomo Mayer Davidson, 
Yechezkel Friedman,  Meir Kallner,  Dovid Katz,  Moishe Rothstein,  Shloime Sauer,  Yeshiva Beth Mikroh,  Monsey, NY;  Avrohom Dovid Eichenstein,  Binyomin 
Feldman, Zev Frank, Yosef Chaim Gholian, Asher Goldberg, Boruch Meiselman, Nachi Meyers, Dovid Mintz, Srully Solloff, Avrohom C. Sopher, Yisroel Meir Tendler, 
Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Meir Kassin, Yaakov M. Levy, Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Yossie Heinemann, Moshe Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos 
Chaim; Refael Hazan, Yeshiva Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua Ottensoser, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Yeshiva 
Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Yehoshua Hack, Aharon Eliezer Karp, Shmuel Rosenthal, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Dovi Steinhaus, Kesser 
Torah; Gateshead, UK. Grade 7 – Yitzchok Zev Bensoussan, Yehuda Yosef Buzaglo, Yitzchok Deitel, Yosef Chaim Gold, Akiva Herman, Avrohom Yaakov Kaplan, 
Yaakov Katz, Mendel Kurinets, Gavriel Mirkin, Moishy Orange, Yitzy Pearl, Nosson Schloss, Elazar Shimonovich, Nathan Spitzer, Shaya Szanzer, Yeshaya Dovid 
Wallerstein, Dovid Zlotnick, Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana; Eitan Brown, Yosef Chaim Gutman, Moshe Yaakov Herskovic, David Kapetas, Zevi Leibler, Akiva Merl, Yeshiva 
Ahavas Torah; Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan, Mendy Reiss, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin; Sholom Aaron Meller, Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Refael Yitzchok Friedman, 
Yeshiva Ohr Shraga; Yedidya Grant, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Aryeh L. Perecman, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Gavriel Akerib, Yeshiva of 
Spring Valley, Monsey, NY; Moshe Hirsh Papoff, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Reuven Kassin, Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Shmuel Pitterman, Yeshiva Toras Aron; 
Lakewood, NJ; Binyomin Elimelech Gutlove, Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ; Binyomin Zev Lasar, Yeshiva Shaare Tzion, Piscataway Township, NJ; Mordechai 
Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Mordechai Bielory, Chaim Golden, Shimon Kapilevich, Yisroel Mordechai Karp, Ezra Minkin, Providence 
Hebrew Day School;  Providence, RI;  Menachem Posen, Mechina L’yeshiva;  Gateshead, UK;  Mordechai Tsvi Abenson, Shimon Adler, Yitsy Bamberger, Efraim 
Eckstein, Benzion Englard, Binyomin Goldman, Tovia Leiberman, Dovid Leitner, Binyomin Levin, Yankele Levin, Pinchos Levkovits, Shmuli Prijs, Aron Tsvi Saunders, 
Beis Hatalmud; Manchester, UK. Grade 8 – Chaim Eli Shain, Ruach Chaim; Yehuda Auerbach, Eli Feuchtwanger, Gershom Gorbulsky, Naftali Hollander, Leiby 
Mutterperl, Yeshurin Sorscher, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yehuda Mosak, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Meir Reiss, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin; Daniel Gross, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 
Brooklyn, NY; Boruch Gedalya Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua Reidler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Azriel Yudkowsky, 
Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI. 

There's a new pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212
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פרשה: תרומה - הפטרה: וה׳ נתן חכמה לשלמה... )מלכים א׳ ה:כו-ו:יג(

משנכנס אדר מרבים בשמחה!
דף יומי: בבא בתרא מ״א    מצות עשה: 2   מצות לא תעשה: 1
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This week's Pirchei Weekly is sponsored

In Telshe, Rav Eliezer Gordon was not only the Rosh 
Yeshiva, but also the Rav. His involvement in local 

communal affairs would eventually affect the most 
powerful leadership position in Russia.

Rav Eliezer’s name became known far and wide, and when 
non-Jews came to the market in Telshe, they would ask 

that their items be weighed on the Rav’s scales.

Seeing that many storekeepers 
used worn and inaccurate weights 
and measures, Rav Eliezer issued 
an order requiring storekeepers 
to exchange them for new ones.

I came to 
inspect your 

weights.

Rebbi, there’s 
no need to be concerned. 

My weights are the ones my 
father used, and he was a great 

tzaddik. They are surely in 
order.

I will not give my 
Kashrus certification 

unless the weights are 
all changed.

All right, 
Rebbi, but let’s 
make a deal...

...I will use new 
weights for the Jewish 
customers that require 
your certification, but 
for the other locals...

No! My certification 
is for ALL customers! 

These old weights must be 
removed from the store 

before you can receive my 
certification.

This Rabbi is holy. 
I went to him last year 
for a blessing and he 
blessed my crops. This 
year was my best year 

ever!

My son, even the 
strongest weights 

become worn...

ד‘ אדר א‘  1910 - 1841  5670 - 5601

R’ Eliezer (Lazer) Gordon זצ״ל was born in Carniany, Belarus, to ר׳ ַאברהם שמּואל זצ״ל, 
a תלמיד of ר׳ חיים מװלֹוז׳ין זצ״ל. He was a תלמיד מבהק of ר׳ ישראל סלנטר זצ״ל in his ישיבה in 
Kovno together with ר׳ שמחה זיסל זיו זצ״ל ,ר׳ יצחק ּבלָאזר זצ״ל and ר׳ נפטלי ַאמסטרדם זצ״ל, among 
others. R’ Lazer served as רב in Kovno, but left after three months to become the רב of 
Kelm, where he opened a ישיבה. R’ Lazer then moved to Slobodka where he stayed for 
six months, before finally settling in Telz, to become the רב and ראׁש ישיבה. In 1897, he 
hired ר׳ לײּב חסמן זצ״ל as משגיח to help fight the influences of השכלה. After a fire in 1908 
destroyed the Telz ישיבה, R’ Lazer went to London on a fund-raising mission and was 

.while there. He was buried in the Edmonton Federation Cemetery in London נפטר

Rav Eliezer met the governor 
of the Vilna district, who had 

heard about his integrity...

Years later the governor became 
Russia’s prime minister.

My close confidants, Do you 
know how I became Prime minister? 
Well, when I was still a governor 

of Vilna, I was fortunate to meet the 
holy Rabbi, Rabbi Eliezer Gordon. Since 

the day of his blessing I have seen 
unusual success in all aspects of 

my life.

Rabbi, 
I have heard 

that you are a 
holy person.  I 
ask that you 
please bless 

me.

Oh! I need a man 
like this for my 

problems… Rabbi, I 
need a big favor. 

I want my enemy to 
die. Please curse 

him!

Your 
honor, may 

you see 
blessing in 
all your 

endeavors!

My dear sir, 
let us pray 

instead that he 
will become your 
friend, and then 
your problem 
will be solved.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

)ְׁשמֹות כה:ח( … ְוָעׂשּו ִלי ִמְקָדׁש     
 They shall make for Me a holy dwelling …  
  The ִחּנּוְך explains that the building of a home for ד׳ is 
difficult to understand. The ִחּנּוְך’s pen trembles as he poetically 
addresses in ית ַהְבִחיָרה  the meaning of many (ִמְצָוה צה) ִמְצַות ִבְנַין בֵּ
aspects of the ית ַהִמְקָדׁש ית ַהִמְקָדׁש His basic message is that the .בֵּ  was בֵּ
built for ל  by preforming ד׳ to be able to become closer to ְכַלל ִיְׂשָראֵּ
actions, e.g. schlepping an animal through ְירּוָׁשַלִים to the ית ַהִמְקָדׁש  .בֵּ
ית ַהִמְקָדׁש to perform in the ִמְצֹות in His Kindness gave us extra ד׳  The .בֵּ
additional ִמְצֹות performed create additional ְבָרָכה, blessing, and ְקֻדָשה, 
holiness, that will in turn add more of ד׳’s Kindness to those that go 
there. 
 Many miracles happened in the ית ַהִמְקָדׁש  that everyone בֵּ
could see. However there was one miracle that happened that was 
hidden. The (ָבָבא ַבְתָרא צט.) ְגָמָרא notes in the name of  ִוי  that the ַרִבי לֵּ
space that was taken up by the  ָארֹון is not included in the dimensions 
of the  קֶדׂש ַהָקָדִׁשים [as they are specified in ְמָלִכים ו:כ]. In the first  ית בֵּ
 by ַאמֹות were twenty ֺקֶדׂש ַהָקָדִׁשים the dimensions of the ַהִמְקָדׁש
twenty ַאמֹות. However, if one measured from any wall to the ָארֹון, 
there were always ten ַאמֹות of space on each side. Miraculously, the 
 did not take up any space. We are all aware that this miracle ָארֹון
happened in a place that no one except the ן ָגדֹול  could יֹום ִכּפּור on ֺכהֵּ
even notice. No one, not even the ן ָגדֹול  took a tape measure to ,ֺכהֵּ
check and verify the measurements! What was the purpose of this 

rather fascinating hidden miracle? 
 The fact that the ּתֹוָרה tells us that the ָארֹון did not take up 
any space must be to teach us an important lesson. The ַמַהְרָׁש״א 
explains that the ָארֹון was the place where ד׳ came and spoke directly 
to ֺמֶׁשה. Since ד׳ is not physical and He is everywhere, the place of the 
 .was not physical. Therefore, it could not be measured physically ָארֹון
 These are some beautiful answers that were suggested by a 
class of nine– and ten-year-old boys: 
 The ָארֹון represents ּתֹוָרה. The reason that the ָארֹון did not take 

up any space is to teach us that the ּתֹוָרה we learn can never be 
finished. The ּתֹוָרה has no limits and therefore it cannot be 
measured in any physical way. 

 We know that learning ּתֹוָרה requires a person to be humble. 
 represents, sits best with a person who is ָארֹון which the ,ּתֹוָרה
humble and does not take up any “space.” A humble person is 
willing to admit his mistakes to arrive at the truth. The more a 
person is able to humble himself, the better he will be able to 
understand and teach the truth of ּתֹוָרה. 

 ּתֹוָרה is above time and space. We can learn ּתֹוָרה anytime, twenty
-four hours a day. Learning ּתֹוָרה is not limited to any special place 
or time. We must always learn ּתֹוָרה in every situation. Even a 
poor person must designate times to learn ּתֹוָרה and therefore 
the ָארֹון which represents ּתֹוָרה, cannot be measured physically. 

Adapted from: ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע 

R' Moshe Aharon Stern ַזַצ״ל was born in New York, to R' 
Yomtov Lipman and Esther Stern, ר׳ ַיֲעֺקב יֹוֵסף Herman’s 
daughter (of All for the Boss). From his youth, he learned in 

יָבה ּתֹוָרה ְוַדַעת  and he became very close to R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz ְישִׁ
and R' Reuven Grozovsky. At the age of 18, he traveled to ְשָרֵאל  to ֶאֶרץ יִׁ
learn in the Kamenitz יָבה  .where he remained for the rest of his life ,ְישִׁ
Eventually, he became a עּור יד שִׁ יָבה in the ַמגִׁ יחַ  and then the ,ְישִׁ  He .ַמְשגִׁ
became very close to R' Elya Lopian ַזַצ״ל, R' Chatzkel Levenstein ַזַצ״ל and 
the Brisker Rav. He traveled to many countries and inspired people with his 
warm and unique מּוָסר. Several of his shmuessen are found in ֵמֵאש ָּתם 
(Feldheim).  

 ח׳ אדר
5686 — 5758 
1926 — 1998 

R' Moshe Aharon Stern ַזַצ״ל once explained 
that  a  mouth  can  be  compared  to  a 
loaded gun. Before one shoots, he is in 
complete control of the bullet. It can be 
aimed at a target or into the air; but 
once  he  shoots,  he  is  no  longer  in 
control of it ... it will strike anything that 
gets   in   its   path,   even   accidentally. 
Likewise, before one speaks, he is in control 
of his words. However, once uttered, harmful 
words can do [accidental, but] irreparable damage! 
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)25:8ועשו לי מקדש ושכנתי בתוכם (  
Parshas Terumah introduces us to the Mishkan that Hashem commanded the Jewish people to 

build as a resting place for the Divine Presence. The Medrash teaches (Bamidbar Rabbah 18:21) that in 
the absence of the Mishkan and Beis HaMikdash, our prayers take the place of the Divine service that 
occurred there (Bamidbar Rabbah 18:21). Accordingly, in the introduction to his sefer Iyun Tefillah, Rav 
Shimon Schwab writes that as we open the siddur and progress through the prayer service, we are in a 
sense entering and traversing through the Beis HaMikdash, until we ultimately reach the Kodesh 
HaKodashim (Holy of Holies). By envisioning this process as we daven, we can infuse our prayers with 
greater meaning and significance. 
 Rav Schwab begins by pointing out that there were 15 steps leading up to Sha’ar Nikanor, the 
gate that opened into the Chatzer (Courtyard) of the Temple. These steps correspond to the Birchos 
HaShachar, the 15 blessings that we recite each day at the beginning of the morning prayers. As we say 
these blessings, we can picture ourselves ascending the steps to the Beis HaMikdash, accompanied by the 
sweet music of the Levites who stood there. Upon entering the Courtyard, one would encounter Kohanim 
offering sacrifices on the Altar there. Today, when we are unable to do so, we follow up Birchos 
HaShachar with Korbanos, in which we read the passages in the Torah and Gemora that describe the 
various offerings and the laws that governed them.  
 After walking through the Chatzer, one enters the Ulam – Vestibule. The Mishnah teaches 
(Middos 3:7) that the size of the doorways through which one entered and exited this hallway was 
massive. The Ulam corresponds to Pesukei D’Zimra (Verses of Praise), and the two doorways represent 
the Boruch SheAmar and Yishtabach blessings that we say respectively before and after Pesukei 
D’Zimra. During this portion of our morning prayers, we should therefore imagine ourselves standing in 
this grand entranceway.  

Upon exiting the Ulam, one entered the Heichal (Sanctuary), where many of the Klei HaMikdash 
(Temple vessels) were located. In the Heichal, one would encounter the Menorah, which represents 
spirituality and the light of Torah, and the Shulchan, which symbolizes bread and physical needs. Before 
we recite Shema each morning, we first say two blessings: Yotzer Ohr, which discusses Hashem’s 
creation of the physical world and therefore corresponds to the Shulchan; and Ahavah Rabbah, which 
focuses on Torah study and parallels the Menorah. The Heichal also contained the Golden Altar on which 
the Ketores (incense) was offered as a לד' ריח ניחוח  – beautiful smell to Hashem. Our morning recital of 
Shema and its accompanying acceptance of the yoke of Heaven provides a similar ריח ניחוח to Hashem 
and is analogous to this Altar. As we proceed through this section of the morning prayers, we should 
envision ourselves in the Heichal amongst the Menorah, Shulchan, and incense Altar.  

Continuing to traverse the Beis HaMikdash, one next reaches the Paroches, the curtain that 
separated the Aron from the Heichal and served as the entrance to the Kodesh HaKodashim. The 
Paroches parallels the blessing of גאל ישראל (Who redeemed Israel) that we say after Shema, which 
similarly leads us directly into Shemoneh Esrei, which corresponds to the Holy of Holies, as the Gemora 
(Berachos 30a) teaches that during Shemoneh Esrei, a person’s heart should be aligned with the Kodesh 
HaKodashim. 
 In Tehillim (134:1), Dovid refers to עבדי ד' העמדים בבית ד' בלילות – servants of Hashem who 
stand in the house of Hashem in the nights. Why would a person go to the Beis HaMikdash at night when 
there was no Divine service taking place at that time? Rav Schwab suggests that these people were so 
enthusiastic to enter the Beis HaMikdash as soon as it opened in the morning that they lined up at night 
eagerly awaiting the sublime opportunity to be inspired and uplifted. During this time, they prepared 
themselves by discussing Torah and singing songs of praise to Hashem. This concept parallels the way we 



 

 2

prepare ourselves to pray by waking up early to study Torah, and by saying Mah Tovu, Adon Olam, and 
Yigdal even before we begin Birchos HaShachar. This powerful, eye-opening insight has the ability to 
completely transform our perspective on prayer, and the intensity and concentration with which we daven. 
 
 

)25:8ועשו לי מקדש ושכנתי בתוכם (  
One of the blessings commonly given to a newly-engaged couple is זיווג זאל עולה יפה זיין ערד . 

While it may be customary to rapidly rattle off the words, an examination of the English translation – the 
match should be one that “goes up well” – reveals that the wording is awkward and the deeper meaning is 
difficult to grasp. What is the underlying intention behind this curiously-worded blessing? 

The Satmar Rebbe Rav Yoel Teitelbaum brilliantly explains that the word עולה is often used to 
connote the gematria (numerical value) of a phrase. If so, we may re-interpret the blessing as stating that 
the new match should have the numerical value of the word יפה, which comes to 95, but what is the 
significance of this seemingly arbitrary number? 

The Sefer HaChinuch discusses the laws and reasons for the 613 mitzvos, listing them in the 
order of their mention in the Torah. He counts the 95th mitzvah as the commandment  ועשו לי מקדש ושכנתי

וכםבת  – and they shall make for Me a Sanctuary, and I shall dwell amongst them. This is a most 
appropriate blessing to give a new couple embarking on the establishment of their own personal  מקדש
 .(miniature Sanctuary) מעט
 
 

)25:10( ועשו ארון עצי שטים אמתים וחצי ארכו  
 The Gemora in Sanhedrin (29a) seeks a source for the claim that “whoever adds to something 
actually takes away from it.” One opinion claims that this statement may be derived from our verse, 
which states that the Holy Ark was to be made of acacia wood and should be 2.5 cubits long. However, 
the Gemora is cryptically terse; how does one sees from here that something which was added had the net 
effect of detracting from the original amount? 
 Rashi explains that the Torah requires the Ark to be וחצי ארכו אמתים  – 2.5 cubits in length. 
However, if the letter א wasn’t present, the Ark would need to be 200.5 – מתים וחצי ארכו cubits – 
significantly longer. Therefore, by adding the letter א, the overall size of the Ark was actually reduced. 
 However, the Maharsha challenges Rashi’s explanation by pointing out that if the letter א is 
removed, the Torah no longer specifies to which units of measurement it refers. The verse would require 
the Ark to be 200.5 long, but there would be no way of knowing with which units this should be 
measured. It would be quite possible that it would be measured using a smaller unit than cubits, such that 
200.5 of the smaller units would actually be less than 2.5 cubits. In this case, adding the letter א would 
have the effect of increasing the size of the Ark, and the Gemora’s claim couldn’t be derived from here. 
 The Vilna Gaon brilliantly suggests an alternative understanding of the Gemora’s derivation. 
Unlike Rashi, he explains that the Gemora refers to the addition of the letter ו at the beginning of the word 
 two cubits is half of the length of – אמתים חצי ארכו In the absence of this letter, the verse would read .וחצי
the Ark. In other words, the Ark would have been four cubits long, but by adding the letter ו, its length 
was reduced to 2.5 cubits, thereby providing an ideal source for the Gemora’s claim that adding on to 
something actually takes away from it. 
 
 

Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 

1) Hashem commanded Moshe to collect donations for the Mishkan from every individual whose 
heart desired to contribute (25:1-2). Were women also permitted to give donations toward the 
building of the Mishkan? (Meshech Chochmah, Mishmeres Ariel) 

2) Rashi writes (25:5) that the tachash was a beautiful, multi-colored animal which Hashem created 
at the time of the construction of the Mishkan and which then became extinct. How can this be 
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reconciled with the verse in Koheles (1:9) which teaches that אין כל חדש תחת השמש – there is 
nothing new beneath the sun – which the Gemora in Sanhedrin (110a) understands to mean that 
Hashem doesn’t make new creations after the original six days of Creation? (Ayeles HaShachar) 

3) The Gemora in Shavuos (15b) rules that the Temple may only be built (25:8) during the day. Is 
this merely a requirement regarding the preferable way to build it, or does it actually invalidate 
any portion which is built at night? (Yerushalmi Yoma 1:1, Tosefos Sukkah 41a, Minchas 
Chinuch 95:5, Mikdash Dovid 1:1, Kehillas Yaakov Shavuos 10, Ma’adanei Asher 5769) 

4) The Aron was covered with gold on the inside and on the outside (25:11). Were the other vessels 
in the Mishkan similarly covered with gold on both sides, or only on the outside? (Paneiach Raza, 
Tosefos Chagigah 26b, Rabbeinu Bechaye 25:39, Abarbanel, Bechor Shor, Shiras Dovid 25:24) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Meshech Chochmah writes that Hashem commanded Moshe (25:2) to collect donations  מאת כל
 from each man – to teach that women were unable to contribute to the Mishkan, because the – איש
Gemora (Bava Kamma 119a) rules that a gabbai tzedakah may not accept a large contribution from a 
married woman, due to a fear that she may be giving without her husband’s knowledge and contrary to 
his wishes. However, the Mishmeres Ariel notes that the Torah explicitly states (35:22) that the women 
contributed bracelets, rings, and other jewelry to the Mishkan. He suggests that this was allowed because 
they brought them together with their husbands so that the collectors would know that the donations were 
being given with their husbands’ permission. Alternatively, the women specifically contributed jewelry 
that belonged to them, which they could donate even without their husbands. 
 
2) Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman initially explains that the tachash was created during Creation, just that 
its location and existence was unknown to mankind until it was needed for the Mishkan, at which time it 
either entered the Jewish camp on its own or was successfully trapped by them. However, in light of the 
Medrash Tanchuma (9) which implies that the tachash was only created at this time, Rav Shteinman 
suggests that Hashem stipulated at the time of Creation that the tachash would be created at this time, just 
as He did regarding the splitting of the Red Sea, which does not violate the principle in Koheles. 
 
3) The Minchas Chinuch maintains that the requirement to build the Temple during the day is only the 
ideal way of performing the mitzvah, but if it is built at night, it is still acceptable. However, the 
Yerushalmi implies that if the Temple is built at night it is invalid. Tosefos questions how the Gemora 
can say that the third Temple might be built at night and answers that the requirement to build it during 
the day only applies when it is being built by humans, but the third Temple will descend from Heaven 
already built by Hashem, which is permissible even at night. The Mikdash Dovid points out that 
according to the Yerushalmi, such a Temple should still be invalid. The Steipler answers that building the 
Temple at night is not inherently invalid. Rather, night is not viewed as a time for building, and any 
building done at that time is not considered as being done by humans. Because the third Temple will 
descend from Heaven and need not be built by man, it is therefore valid even if it descends at night. 
 
4) From the fact that the Torah only mentions the concept of being covered on the inside and on the 
outside in conjunction with the Aron, the Paneiach Raza deduces that the other vessels did not share this 
design, but were covered by gold only on the outside. The Shiras Dovid infers that this is also the opinion 
of Rabbeinu Bechaye. However, the Bechor Shor and Abarbanel explicitly write that the Shulchan was 
covered by gold both on the outside and on the inside, and this also seems to be the position of Tosefos. 
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