
 ,nuh ,un untu uhct kkenu /// ,nuh ,un untu uhct vfnu
(zh'uy-tf)cyunku cuyk ruchsv ,gpav - 

     ar,uhv v,hnv thva 'ebjc thv v,hnv ,cuj hf 'thcn vtfvv ihbgc h"ar
v,hnv thva 'vkhexc thv vcuhja h"ar thcn vkkev ihbgcu ',u,hn wsv kfn vke
vrutfk vbv /hbugshu cut iuugn ct ihbcn usunhk oa ihhugh ',u,hn wsv kfn vrunjv
hsf vc aha vtfv ubhhv itf vruntv vtfvv ihbg hrva 'itf ubhba vru, htkp
vrhnt tkt ubht itf vruntv vkkev ihbg ukhtu 'hwwarpc tcunf 'vrucj ,hhag
vzk vph v,hn vru,v vrrhc if ot gusnu 'kkf ,rfhb vbht v,gpav rat 'tnkgc
hsf sg o,ufvkn aj tku 'sutn kpaunu khvcn iputc uhruv sucfc gdp rat vfnv
vru,v vrrhc 'lf kf vrunj vemvk ord tk vrutfka kkenv vzk ukhtu 'os ,chz

/lhrm tuv sunhku itf ubhba vru, hbhs tukvu 'vkhex ka vrunj v,hn
uhsjh uesm ,nt wv hypana lht ihcvk khfab ohrcs ka ienugc ibuc,baf lt     
uapb ,skux vnf sg ubk vghsunu ost ka u,gs ;uxk vru, vsrh itf (h 'yh ohkv,)
'rcs grht tk ukhtf rcsv vtrb ,uhbumhjc hf ,nt iv /vprj ka ruchsn ost ka
ukhtf ohbp tuv shngn hf 'vbuhkgv kg tuv vzucnv ka ush hf vtrb sug ohngpku
'ezj oaur ohrcsv ohaug apbv ,uhnhbpc lt 'vzcnv ka ubuak ycan kgp,n ubht
vzucnv kufh ohnka ohnh 'u,prjk ruzn thmnvku acjk sutn vae ohngpk rat
vhv ukhtu '.ujc ohrfhb ohrcsv uhvha hkcn kct, uhkg uapbu ohbunvv ihc lkv,vk

  

l,tkn /// uk ubcha, anav tuc sg lgr ,nka kucj, kucj ot
rjt, tk lgnsu(jf 'vf-cf) asenv ,hc ihbc ,ahrs ihhbgc - 

     `ota 'whng ,t vuk, ;xf otw vank v"cev rnt" '(t"h) tnujb,c t,h
h"ar a"nfu ',uasenv h,c hba) ,ubufan hba ibfann hbt ,uumnv kg urcgh
hba 'ifan ifanv ',usgv ifan ifanv hsuep vktw cu,fv kg hsuep ,arp ahrc
rntba (wktrah ka ivh,ubuug kg ,ubcruj hbac ifan,ba asenk znr 'ohngp
jhan tucha sg 'wanav tuc sgw uk rnt 'h,n sg van uk rnt 'wkucj, kucj otw

 ;hxuvu /"wwudu vesm ana hna htrh ofk vjrzuw uhkg rntbawwwwhhhhhhhhjjjjcccc    uuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrrwwwwhf gushu" '
wvnkawk asenv ,hc khanvu 'wghru hjt ignkw wtba ouenk ohghr utreb ktrah
kucj ot" thv cu,fv ,buuf z"pku) ',ruujnu ,bcukn thva vnkav iuchk oa kg

/"(wktrah og 'lghr ka uasen ,hcw '"lgr ,nka wohhngp ifan,w 'kucj,
    'u,thck ,ufzk lrsv uc rtuc,a iputc uhrjt cu,fv ,t rtck ah 'z"pku

kf 'rzgkt r"t" (:ym ihrsbvx) wndv hrcs osevc ,tzu '"rjt, tk lgnsu l,tkn"
hcuy 'uvbhb he,purs hpud uvkuf 'tcr rnts ubhhvu 'wufu trcb vru, wufu kngk ost
',ugn uc ihnhana lurt xhf 'he,purs" 'h"ar rthcu '"t,hhruts he,purs huvs hfzsk
 /"vru,k e,rb vagbu vfza hnk uhrat 'ohrcs xhbfvku kcek ov ihe,rb ihpudv kf

v hrcs osevcu     wwwwhhhhuuuukkkkvvvv    ,,,,hhhhccccwwwwer vhv, vsh,gv vkutds 'gush vbvu" '(d"n c"h ,una) 

sg uc kpyn vhv vkvu acuj kmt ,fkk ,ujpk kufh vhv vrucj ,fn vz
tpurk tuv euez hf ck kg oa aht ihtu rfhb urgm iht vz kct 'urgmn utprna
tukv n"n ',ctufv uapb ,t ,utprk tuv euez hf u,gsc khfah ot ;tu ',uapb
ctf od 'v,utprk sutn vae curv hp kga ;udv ,rmn apbv ,rm thv vcurn
ohrpx hpn gushf 'vtfv ka vkpavn vnfu vnf hp tuv iuhzc ka vkpavv
urthca ukt ubuuhf vphu /;udv hruxhn vnf hp ohae ov apbv hruxha ohrpuxu
hsh kga 'waht udrv optc hfw (u 'yn ,hatrc) cu,fv rntn ,t ,ujm lrsc
vkpav thv tukv ostk ordbv iuhzc hf 'urcj ,t durvk ostv kfuh ;tv ,nheg

 /runtf ,ctufv apbv ,t ,utprk ruzn iht curv hp kgu uapbk
vfnv vz ift 'vfnv iuugn kkenv iuug rnuj rhpa icun ohrcsv ukt rutk    
ihhsgu 'o,uvn ,t khpav tk ihhsg lt 'sutn kpaun iputc untu uhct ,t vzhc
iht hf vkhd uhrcscu 'ubuak ycac odpa kkenv tuv vbua 'oapb rupmc gdb tk
iuhfu 'kwwr iusctk ufkha uk ,pft tk ushmna sg kkfu kkf uhbpk ohcuaj oapb

/k"r vrunj v,hn uhkg vxbeb if kg vzn kusd iuhzc lk ihta
    hfw rntb (u-v 'f) ,nsuev varpc vbvs 'itfn ehxvk ubhkg kyun vmujb vsuebu

oa h"arcu  'wh,umn hrnaku hcvtk ohpktk sxj va«gu /// tbe k-t lhekt wv hfbt
sunkk ubhkgu /k"fg ,ubgrup ,sn kg vrh,h vcuy vsn ,tmnb :k"zc thcn
uruchs ,t asenk ujuf kusda f"uftg 'grvk ruchsv jf tuv kusd ots 'ubhbhbgk
hf ,gsk ubhkg 'ogy ovc ohahdrn ubt iht ohngpk ot ;tu 'vkhp,u vru, hbhbgk
 /,unkugv kfk ouhe vzc ohb,ubu ohkusd ohbue, ohagb vkhp,u vru, ka vch, kfc
'ohudc ub,h hfw cu,fv ,t tkug arsa unfu 'vp kgca vru,v kng ,ufzc er
htwa 'thv cu,fv ,buuf f"tu ',hnrtv vpavn thv wub,hw ,khns 'womcet v,g

  /(/j c"c wg) "womcet v,g '(,ukdc) ohudv kmt o,uhvc vp kgca vru, ub,h
iuhm ,c ,nuj 'wv kt ochk egm" (j"h wc) vfht ,khdnc cu,fv ruthc osevcu     

 lrsva 'ubhhvu '"wudu vkhku onuh vgns kjbf hshruve"nvc ihbc kt ,ufzkhahkav 
,usut 'wv kt ochk egmw"a hsh kg thv 'jhanv ,thcu 'wv ,bhfa vra, uca
onuh vgns kjbf hshruvw asenv h,c 'wiuhm ,c ,nujw icruj kgu 'wv ,bhfa ,ukd

w rpxc wg) w"wudu vkhkuwwwwvvvvnnnnkkkkaaaa    hhhhmmmmccccaaaannnn] kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    ddddrrrrccccmmmmbbbbhhhhnnnn    vvvvnnnnkkkkaaaa    kkkktttthhhhjjjjhhhh    ccccrrrrvvvvnnnnihc '
/wvp kgca vru, ub,hw od ratf ,tzu '(lf arhpa '[wufu ogy v"s ohrmnv

wleh,rbw - lpud ,t tkn,) l,tkn" ota 'itf cu,fv ,t rtck ah z"pku     
,ukd kg vgns kjbf hshru, odu) lgnsu (hutrf vc kung,u 'vp kgca vru,c
/jhanv ,thc ,t) "rjt, tk '(ubhhbc ,t aurs,u 'asenv h,c icruju wv ,bhfa

 rpxc arhp lfu[[[[kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    aaaahhhhkkkktttthhhh    hhhhccccmmmm    cccceeeegggghhhh    ccccrrrrvvvvnnnn]]]]    wwwwcccceeeegggghhhh    kkkkuuuueeeewwww/(cu,fv kg 
rfzw ru,c asenv ,hc icruj inzc ohkea ,arpc ihrue ubta vnc od 'vbvu     

 rtucnfu 'wasenkwwwwlllluuuubbbbhhhhjjjjwwwwvvvv    rrrrppppxxxxccccubk ihta ubh,ubuugc uhafgu" '(v"e vumn ;ux) 
vba kfc ,xbfv ,hcc ,urek rcsv rfzk ktrah kf udvb 'ohkea tku asen
t,htsfu 'uz vahrs ouan ah '"rst asj atr hbpk thva ,cac uz varp vbau
tre rnts 'ibjuh hcr rnt 'asenk rfz ibhscgs ik tbn" '(/t"n vfux) trndc

  /"vahrs thgcs kkfn - wvk iht arusw 'wvk iht arus 'thv iuhmw

Chacham Rabbi Yehuda Tzadka zt”l (R”Y Porat Yosef) would say:

     “wukft, tk vpry vsac racu hk iuhv, ase habtuw - The posuk references the ‘flesh of an animal that was torn in the field’

because a man who finds himself at home, in a family setting, will obviously not eat ‘torn’ flesh (treif meat), as permissible

food can be found in abundance. He, therefore, feels no need to eat forbidden food. However, if he finds himself ‘in the

field’ - outside his normal setting, in a place where permissible (kosher) food is rare, then the temptation to eat other food

may blind him. The Torah therefore warns him by saying: ‘You shall not eat flesh of an animal that was torn in the field.’

Even then, in times of distress and hunger, you must safeguard the sanctity of food and ensure that it is kosher.”

(Monsey, NY)

5:23 - zay zexp zwlcd
8:47 - ̀ "n /rny z`ixw onf

9:23 - ̀ "xbd/ rny z`ixw onf
10:18 - ̀ "xbdl/dlitz onf seq

ycew zay dngd zriwy - 5:43
6:33 - miakekd z`v  w"yven

6:55 - mz epiaxl / k"d`v
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v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk lynp: There is more to the myriad halachos, customs and

practices in the Torah than meets the eye. Although ours is

much less of an agricultural society than it was in the olden

days, and people do not generally deal with issues of goring

oxen, piercing the ears of slaves, and donkeys collapsing

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (15)

Learning is like Fulfilling. Since this week is Parshas

Shekalim, it is proper to focus on a different aspect of the
mitzvah of Talmud Torah. The Mishna Berurah (1) quotes from
earlier Poskim that when we read Parshas Shekalim on
Shabbos, it is as if have we fulfilled the mitzvah of donating to
the Bais HaMikdash. He paraphrases the posuk (2): ohrp vnkabu"
"ubh,pa - “Our lips shall substitute for bulls.” This is one of the
sources in Chazal that with one’s lips (e.g. by learning the
sugyos) one is considered as if he sacrificed korbonos, or in the

case of Shekalim, as if he donated to the purchasing of korbonos.
This concept is also stated in the Gemara (3): ,ru,c exugv kf"
",tyj chrev ukhtf ,tyj - “Whoever learns the laws of a Chatos

(sin offering) is as if he actually brought a Chatos.” The
Maharsha (4) explains that this is true of all korbonos. 
Saying Korbonos. This concept is the basis for reciting
“Korbonos” daily, which somewhat makes up for the sacrifices
and spices (ketores) that we cannot offer nowadays. Also, on Erev

Pesach after chatzos (midday), it is brought down to read and
learn the posukim and halachos of Korban Pesach to make up for
the offering of the Korban Pesach which we cannot presently do.
Other Mitzvos. It is unclear from the Gemara if this rule applies
to all other mitzvos. There are a  number of sources indicating

under the weight and strain of overburdened loads, we must

still read, study and learn all about them for there is much

wisdom therein, wisdom that applies to our daily lives in

today’s day and age. Remember, it’s all in the Torah, but it

just may take the Gaon of Rogatchov to point it out.

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

that it does apply to all mitzvos:
Kiryat Sefer (5) and Turei Zahav (6) both ask on the words of
Chazal when Yaakov told Esav, "h,rd ick og" - “I lived with

Lavan and kept all 613 mitzvos.” (7) How is possible for one
person to keep all 613 mitzvos when many apply to certain
individuals (e.g. Kohanim) only? The Kiryat Sefer also asks
this question on the famous Medrash that a person has 248
limbs in his body and each one tells him, “Fulfill with me the
mitzvah that corresponds to me.” How is this possible? The
answer is that by learning about a mitzvah, one is considered

to have fulfilled it, and he adds that when one learns about a
mitzvah he should consciously have in mind that if this
mitzvah actually comes to him, he will fulfill it. 
The Arizal (8) and Baal HaTanya (9) write that the way to
fulfill (ohhen) all 613 mitzvos is to learn them all.

Melava Malka. It is quoted in the name of the Shelah

Hakadosh (10) that if one cannot eat Melava Malka on Motzei

Shabbos, he should enable others to eat that meal and learn about
the mitzvah to be considered as if he fulfilled it. 
Question from Rashi. Even though we cited the above sources
regarding all mitzvos, from Rashi in Bava Metzia (11) it seems that
only by Kodshim do we apply the rule that one who learns about
it is like he did it and not by all mitzvos. (cahhk vumnu)

1)

2)

R’ Alter Henach Leibowitz zt”l (Majesty of Man) would say:

     “wung czg, czg uk czgn ,ksju utan ,j, .cr ltba runj vtr, hfw - A Jew must help even his enemy’s donkey who is

straining under its load. The Targum says that this actually requires that we abandon our hatred of our enemy for the

moment, since chessed (kindness) must be done wholeheartedly and with love. We must learn to control our feelings.

While it takes much effort, we can change our feelings from one extreme to the other if we put our minds and hearts to it.”

A Wise Man would say:

   “A successful person is one who can lay a firm foundation on the personal tower he

is building with the bricks that others continuously throw at him.”                                   



    
   The Gemara (/jp ,ca) asks: “Why are the Jewish people compared to an apple? ("rghv hmgc jup,f") Just as an apple  sprouts
before its leaves, so too Bnei Yisroel proclaimed Naaseh before Nishma!” What does this mean? What is the greatness of an
apple that it sprouts before its leaves and why is this a comparison to the Jewish people who said Naaseh before Nishma? 
     R’ Simcha Sheps zt”l  gives a stunning explanation. He says that the purpose of the entire creation is chessed. The world is
built on kindness and without it there would be no world; the entire phenomenon of nature is one big circle of chessed. Animals eat
vegetation, people eat animals. Man shows the world the greatest chessed through his free choice and emulation of Hashem. 
     During the winter, trees are stripped of their leaves. As spring settles in, the leaves begin to once again cover the
branches, and after that, fruit begins to blossom and ripen. This is true of all trees except one: the apple tree. The apple tree
FIRST gives off it’s fruit and only afterwards do leaves cover the branches. While all the other trees first think of
themselves first by covering their nakedness, the apple tree first thinks about how it can benefit others by bringing forth its
beautiful and delicious fruit and only afterwards does it cover itself!
    When Hashem asked the nations of the world if they want the Torah, they answered selfishly. They only thought about
themselves and thus answered in the negative. The Jewish people answered “Naaseh V’Nishma” and did not think about
themselves, but only about the honor of Hashem. Only after “NAASEH” - we will do whatever Hashem asks, did they say
“NISHMA” - we will worry about ourselves! Whenever we eat an apple, let us remember this great lesson of chessed.

 wudu ruav ,j, rua okah oka uhkgc ubrnah tku oaka kun,n tuv jdb rua hf gsub ut(uk-tf)
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        Rashi quotes the Mechilta: “Rabbi Yishmael says: Every wotw in the Torah is optional except three, and this is one of
them.” The word "ot" usually means “if” which refers to something optional, a voluntary act. In this case, lending money to
the needy is obligatory. Here, the word is translated as “when” transforming it into a cuj, which we must comply with.
    The question is what made the Torah write the posuk in this fashion causing the Mechilta to alter the simple explanation and
say it is a cuj and not a ,uar? Secondly, sometimes Hashem makes it very difficult for a person to earn money. People go
through the nisayon of "hbug" with great difficulty. We don’t know Hashem’s reasons. On the other hand, some people merit
great wealth. Why do some people have nothing while others are blessed with so much they don’t know what to do with it?
     My machshava here is that the nisayon of "hbug" and "raug" is all part of Hashem’s “Master Plan.” Some people suffer and
cannot make ends meet to pay their mortgage and put food on their table. Other people have extra money in great abundance.
The rich person must ask himself: “Why has Hashem showered me with so much?” And when the pauper comes for help,
then he must realize - "lng hbgv ,t" - it is the money belonging to the poor person that is sitting with him and he must help
make up for his shortfall. A wealthy person must realize that the extra money in his bank account really belongs to the pauper,
and he is fortunate only because the g"acr gave him the opportunity to perform this mitzvah. Therefore, the posuk continues:
"vaubf uk vhv, tk" - the word "vaub" (literally, a creditor) stems from the root of ",uthab" - as if to say, don’t taunt the poor man
or act as a "thab" (prince) towards him. Why? Because it is his money! You have no choice but to help him! Indeed, it is really
a cuj to help because "lng hbgv ,t" - it is his money! A rich man should thank the poor and the g"acr for making him the
proper shaliach in holding onto to this money. In this way, both the hbg and the rhag can grow from the nisayon.                                       

//// gnabu vagb wv rcs rat kf urnthu (z-sf)

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

“Lost & Found” by Rabbi

Chaim Morgenstern, Arachim

 wudu uk ubcha, cav vg, urnj ut lcht rua gdp, hf(s-df)
   Many Israelis travel to India after they complete their military service. In the army, these young men and women have to
undergo intense training, and abide by strict codes of discipline. India provides a mellow antithesis to such a regimen, and
beckons to travelers in many ways. Liora, and her brother Ayal, were two such tourists who took off for India. They traveled
together from one tourist attraction to the next, then split up to follow separate trails. Ayal stumbled upon Arachim’s Bayit
HaYehudi hostel in India where he enjoyed the hospitality and listened to some fascinating lectures. Drawn to the extensive
library, he discovered new concepts that changed his life completely. He eventually opted for a life of Torah and mitzvos.
     In contrast to Ayal, Liora wandered around India until she reached the city of Varanasi where she came across a cult
headed by a charismatic guru. He spoke eloquently of the brotherhood of all mankind, the spirit of the cosmos, and efficient
exploitation of the earth’s resources. His captivating words entranced Liora, and she immediately joined the cult.
    When Ayal learned of his sister’s new affiliation, he tried to extricate her from the cult, but her attraction to her new
mentors was too strong. He begged and pleaded to no avail. As a last resort, Ayal suggested that they both return home for a
visit with their parents. He suggested that Liora attend an Arachim lecture together with him while they were in Israel. Liora
readily agreed, fully confident that nothing could sever her from her new source of inspiration.
     After a considerable delay, an Arachim staffer mounted the podium and announced that the lecturer was sick and unable to
attend. However, in order not to leave the audience entirely empty-handed, he read to them a short summary of the Jewish law
concerning lost property. He explained that the Torah requires someone who finds a lost object to assume responsibility for it
and to make a reasonable effort to locate the owner. He also described how a finder must ascertain that the claimant is truly
the owner by asking for identifying marks or characteristics, to prove that the item really belongs to him.
     Liora sat there and yawned, totally unimpressed. The lecture had practically put her to sleep. Ayal was devastated. How
would he ever pry his sister away from the cult now? After the lecture, they trudged out of the hall and headed for home.
   The next day, Liora flew back to her cult in India, and Ayal enrolled in a yeshiva for ba’alei teshuva in Jerusalem. 
     It was only a short while later that Ayal was suddenly called out of the Beis Medrash with an urgent message that someone
was outside waiting to see him. He was speechless to find his sister Liora greeting him with a wide smile.
     “What are you doing here?” he asked incredulously. “I want to enroll in a school for ba’alos teshuva,” she replied.
    “You?” asked Ayal. “What happened? What made you change your mind about your ‘wonderful’ cult and its guru?”
     Liora told him the full story: “One day, soon after I returned to India, the guru asked me to accompany him somewhere. As
we were walking along the alleyways of Varanasi, the guru bent down and picked up a fat wallet that someone had obviously
just dropped. He opened it and found it full of bills and documents. With a smile of satisfaction, he tucked it into his pocket.
      “I was speechless. Some tourist had just lost a considerable sum of money, a driver’s license, and other valuable
documents. His name, address, and other personal details were all there, and it would be a simple matter to find him by
contacting the police or local embassy of his country. Why did the guru just take it for himself? Wasn’t that like stealing?
     “When I suggested to the guru that perhaps we should try to find the owner, he embarked on a long lecture about the unity
of the universe, the brotherhood of all men and the dynamics by which the energy of the cosmos had transferred resources
from the former owner of the wallet to himself. He explained that the two of them were actually one soul, divided between
two bodies, and the wallet had been lost so that the money would reach its rightful destination.
     “I then recalled the Arachim speaker and his presentation of the Torah laws that apply in such a case. The sharp contrast
between philosophy perverted by greed and loyalty to the truth brought me back to my senses. I immediately made up my
mind to choose the Torah way of life and booked a ticket back home.”                                                                                               

 vhv, tk lng hbgv ,t hng ,t vuk, ;xf ot
 wudu lab uhkg iunha, tk vabf uk    (sf-cf)

 hrcg scg vbe, hf,gcacu scgh ohba aa  obj hapjk tmh(c-tf)

   This week’s parsha is dedicated to the laws of how man
should treat his fellow man - "urhcjk ost ihc". It is therefore
somewhat surprising that Parshas Mishpatim opens with a
lengthy selection on how to treat a Hebrew slave. A slave is
a man who was sold to pay off his theft, a convicted felon.
Wouldn’t it make sense to put people of greater repute at
the top of the bill, such as those who lend for free, or
unpaid guardians. But the common crook? Why?
      R’ Yaakov Neimann zt”l cites the Alter of Kelm, who
says that we are Hashem’s children, and if the Father has a
child who is stealing, all of His worry and attention will be
focused on correcting this. Our Father in Heaven began this
parsha with the topic of Hebrew slaves out of concern for
our welfare and it is for this reason that the thief is sold, as
opposed to being thrown in jail. In jail he would likely meet
all types of common criminals. Such an atmosphere is where
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CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

criminals learn to hone their skills. He will tell his fellow
inmates how he was caught, and they will offer counsel on
how to improve his illegal activities in the future. Following
his release from prison, he will have no means by which to
support his wife and children, and more than likely he will
return to stealing. Therefore, the Torah provides an alternate
solution, one that will serve to rehabilitate him during his
incarceration. We sell him to someone who will set a proper
example for him. In six years he will learn to improve his
character and gain proper derech eretz. He will watch his
master and adhere to the special laws that are geared toward
him. His children will remain with him too, so they will be
influenced (for the better) by his master’s children. 
     All of this is absolutely necessary because apparently,
when people steal, it is usually out of want of food and not
because they are deep-rooted in evil. The Torah teaches us
that a Hebrew slave is not a bad person. Now that all his
needs are provided for, he can work on improving himself.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   

R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: The Gaon of Rogatchov, R’ Yosef Rosen zt”l, was
once asked by a distraught mother for a beracha for her
infant. Although the child was pleasant all week, Shabbos
was just terrible! He was cranky all Shabbos and refused to
eat. She had consulted doctors, but could get no help. She
thought that perhaps the child was possessed by a dybbuk

(inhibited spirit) that resented Shabbos. The Gaon replied,
“Chazal teach us that if someone owns an ox that habitually
gores, he is liable for full damages it causes. If the ox gores
only on Shabbos, however, he is liable for full damages
only on Shabbos. Why? Because there must be something

different about how people dress on Shabbos that provokes
the animal, who is otherwise docile the rest of the week.”
    The Gaon explained, “Your child is very sensitive. On
Shabbos you dress differently than all week, and the child is
just not accustomed to this, and the strangeness irritates
him. This Shabbos, just wear your weekday clothes. Next
Shabbos, wear your Shabbos clothes for one hour, and
increase it every week. Let me know what happens.” 
    The results were exactly as the Gaon had predicted, and a
few weeks later the woman reported that the child had
adjusted to Shabbos beautifully.



YOU CAN'T LOSE BY GIVING
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
The Madreigos HaAdam states that people are 
afraid to give up their time because they think it will 
stunt their spiritual growth. In truth, it is exactly the 
opposite. The more you are willing to give of yourself, 
the more Heavenly assistance you will receive.
Today, Shimon Deutsch has children and 
grandchildren who are all yirei shamayim. But after 
the war, at 18, he was the lone survivor of his entire 
family. He made his way to England and enrolled in 
yeshiva, but he hadn't learnt since he was 11 and was a 
complete beginner. The rosh yeshiva told him he was 
welcome to stay, but it would be very hard for him to 
find chavrusos as he had never learnt Gemara and the 
other students had been learning intensely for years.
Shimon had nowhere else to go. He decided to give it 
a few days. If it didn't work out, he would go get a job. 
He hung up a sign asking for volunteers to learn with 
him, a beginner. Nobody came. After three days, he 
decided it was time to leave.
At that moment, two boys approached him and asked 
if he was Shimon. "I'm Moshe, and this is Tuvia. We 
came to yeshivah a few days late and just saw your 
sign . We would love to learn with you. I can learn 
with you in the morning and Tuvia can learn with 
you in the afternoon." 
"But I don't know anything," said Shimon.
"We want to help you."
For three years, Moshe and Tuvia helped Shimon 
catch up, and he flourished. Did the time they spent 
on him cause them to lose out on their own learning?
Today, Rav Moshe Sternbuch and Rav Yitzchak Tuvia 
Weiss are the leaders of the Edah Hachareidis in 
Yerushalayim. You never lose by helping others.  

JEWISH LAW, SECULAR LAW
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Jewish law is the only system of laws that did not emanate from the people 
whose constitution it was intended to be. Judaism is the only religion that 
did not spring from the hearts of the people who base their spiritual lives 
upon it. It is this objectivity that sets them apart clearly and distinctly from 
all else on earth that goes by the name law or religion.

This quality makes Jewish law the sole factor in human culture that can be 
considered the ultimate goal of every other manifestation of progress. The 
Law itself remains above and beyond any form of progress.

All other religions and codes of law originate in the human minds of their 
eras. They express ideas about G-d, human destiny, and man's relationship 
with G-d and his fellow man held by a particular society during a particular 
period of history. Hence, these man-made religions, like man-made science, 
art, morals and manners, are subject to change over the passing of time. By 

Any non-Jew who wants to join us has a chance: they can convert. 
All they need is milah, tevilah and kabbalas mitzvos—the same 
price that we paid to accept the Torah 3,000 years ago. Since 
then, rivers of our blood have been spilled; we still let them join. 
We are not racists. Our history is full of converts who became 
leaders and prophets—Yisro, Rus, Ovadya, Shmaya, Avtalion, the 
ger tzedek of Vilna. Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Meir descended from 
converts. The Torah reminds us in 36 places to treat the ger as an 
equal. No other nation welcomes strangers the way klal Yisrael 
does. All we ask of them is sincere acceptance of Yiddishkeit. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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nature, they are nothing but the expressions 
of various stages in human civilization 
development.

Not so Judaism. It does not stem from beliefs 
held by human beings at one time or another, 
nor contain time-bound concepts of G-d and 
human affairs. Through Judaism, we are told 
what our conceptions of G-d, the Divine, and 
man should be, for all time.

From the very beginning, the Torah was 
resisted by the people who first received it, this 
being the most convincing proof of its Divine 
origin. It proved its power first of all upon an am 
k’shei oref. Clearly, the Torah was not created by 
these people, but was given to them.

The purpose of all the preparation and 
restriction of Matan Torah was apparently to 
emphasize this as clearly as possible, at the 
Torah's entrance into the world. The contrast 
fundamentally characterizes the Torah's 
nature—it comes to the people.

The distinction between the people about to 
receive the Torah and the Source from which 
they receive it is underscored by their physical 
separation. The mountain from which the 
Torah was given was very clearly set apart, 
elevated into the realm of extraterrestrial. No 
man or animal was permitted to set foot upon 
it or even touch it, and any living thing that 
did was put to death. Only when Matan Torah 
was completed was the mountain restored to 
earthliness, and both man and beast were free 
to walk on it.

But until then, the people were restricted by a 
boundary all around, beyond which they must 
not go. All this was done to illustrate the Torah's 
superhuman origin. 

FOR US, NOT FOR HIM
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Sometimes, we forget that when we perform one of Hashem's commandments, 
we are not doing Him a favor; the favor is for us. Hashem lacks nothing. What we 
do does not affect Him in any way.

The Torah impresses this idea upon us time and again. "And now, what does 
Hashem ask of you? Only to fear Him…all for your good." And: “Hashem 
commanded us to keep all these chukim, to fear Hashem our G-d, so that it 
should be good for us all the days, to give us life as this very day."

The Ramban explains, "What difference does it make to Hashem if a person 
slaughters an animal from the neck or from the back of the head? Thus you see 
that the mitzvos were given to purify Hashem's creatures." This means, says 
the Ramban, that each mitzvah has its own unique way of purifying us, but the 
benefit is for us, not for Him. 

The Sefer Hachinuch makes a noteworthy statement in mitzvah 117, the issur 
of adding chametz or fruit juice to the korbanos: "The roots of this mitzvah are 
very concealed, to find even the slightest hint. However, I have stated in the 
introduction that my purpose in offering a rationale for mitzvos is to accustom 
the youth to a pleasant feeling when they are first introduced to our sefarim. 
They should know that divrei Torah have reasons and benefits. Then they will 
accept them according to their immature understanding, and the mitzvos will 
not seem to them like a closed book. Otherwise, in their immaturity, they may 
rebel and go off forever into empty ways of life.”

Every good cook knows that food needs salt and pepper, paprika and garlic—the 
right spices, and in just the right amounts. Leave out these ingredients, and the 
food will be tasteless and unappetizing. Although the nutritional value might be 
the same, it just won't taste good.

Every single mitzvah was given to us to provide spiritual nutrition. Each one has 
its own special purpose—it may help us internalize a concept, refine our middos, 
bring us closer to Hashem, prepare our neshama for Olam Haba. The nutritional 
value is there in the mitzvah, as long as we perform it. However, the mitzvah 
will be missing “flavor” if we haven't learned to appreciate the ideas behind it. 
This flavor is not a luxury. It is a vital necessity, whether in Barcelona, where the 
author of the Sefer Hachinuch lived, or wherever you are. 

THE WEDDELL SEAL

How do Antarctic seals breathe under ice?

The Weddell seal lives in Antarctica, where it is much too cold to survive the winter on land. The 
water is much warmer, so the seal stays there all winter long, fishing underwater for its food. 
However, the seal needs to come up for air every few minutes, and the surface of the water freezes 
solid during the Antarctic winter. How does it breathe? The Weddell seal's teeth are shaped like 
ice picks. When the water starts to freeze over, each time the seal needs to take a breath it comes 
up and chops the ice around its air hole, keeping it open all winter. Other creatures cannot chop 
ice with their teeth—only this one species of seal, whose survival depends on its ability to do so. 

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

We would like 
to share with 
the readers 
an interesting 
letter the BHI  

received several weeks ago.
About two years ago, a Jewish plumber fixed 
something in our house. He was supposed to 
send us an invoice but we never received a bill. 
We don’t have his contact info and tried calling 
some local plumbers, but without success. 
Q: How much effort do we have to invest to 
find him?
A: BHI responded that they have invested 
sufficient effort. If the situation involved 
returning stolen money, they would be 
obligated to exert themselves to track 
down the service provider. If that proved 
unsuccessful they would have to donate 
the stolen funds for communal needs (C.M. 
366:2). (We hope to write an article about this 
in the coming weeks.) 
But this situation does not involve theft; it 
involves paying the plumber for services he 
provided but for which he neglected to submit 
a bill. Accordingly, if the customer could easily 
track down the plumber’s contact information, 
he would be obligated to do so. Paying a service 
provider who seemingly forgot to submit a bill 
is included in the mitzvah of hashavas aveidah. 
There is no obligation for one to overexert 
himself to find the service provider. 
A short time later we received a follow-up email 
which read: 
Last week  the drain needed the same servicing 
as two years ago. My wife opened the phone 
book and called a random number. Incredibly, 
the same plumber showed up to fix it. We asked 
whether he remembered doing the same service 
two years ago. He responded that he had a vague 
recollection and intended to check on it when he 
got home. We of course paid for both visits and 
were happy to be able to pay for the service he 

One day Mr. Hyman received a summons in the mail 
to appear before beis din as a witness. He inquired of 
the litigants and found out that it related to an event 
that he had observed together with Mr. Gold.

“Is Mr. Gold also invited to testify?” Mr. Hyman asked.
“Yes, he also saw what happened,” said the plaintiff. 
Mr. Hyman knew Mr. Gold a long time, way before he had moved into the neighborhood 
a year ago. 
“I know him from before, and he was convicted of theft,” Mr. Hyman said to himself. “In the 
previous town, beis din disqualified him from giving testimony. I guess the Dayanim here 
are not aware of that.”
He wrestled with what he should do: “On the one hand, I know that Mr. Gold is disqualified 
and shouldn’t be testifying,” he thought. “On the other hand, I saw exactly what 
happened and there is no doubt that the money is owed. If I raise the issue of Mr. Gold’s 
disqualification, I’ll remain a single witness and it’s liable to mess up the case. That’s not 
fair either.”
Mr. Hyman shared his dilemma with a friend. “What do you suggest I do?” he asked.
“I don’t know what to advise you,” said his friend. “However, I plan to attend a shiur tonight 
given by Rabbi Dayan in the beis medrash. You can come and ask him after the shiur.”
“That’s a great idea,” replied Mr. Hyman.  “What time is the shiur?”
“It’s at 7:30,” his friend replied.
Mr. Hyman joined his friend for the shiur. Afterward he approached Rabbi Dayan and 
shared his dilemma. “Should I testify along with Mr. Gold?” he asked.
“It says in Parashas Mishpatim (Shemos 
23:7): “Midvar sheker tirchak — Keep far 
from falsehood,” replied Rabbi Dayan. 
“The Gemara (Shavuos 30b) understands 
that not only is actual falsehood 
prohibited, but also actions that lead to 
falsehood.” 
“One example is that a witness who 
knows that his fellow witness is a thief 
should not testify along with him. The 
Rambam and Shulchan Aruch explain 
that a valid witness may not testify with 
someone disqualified, unknown to the 
Dayanim, even though the testimony is 
true” (Hil. Eidus 10:1; C.M. 34:1).
“But if the testimony is true, what’s 
the problem?” asked Mr. Hyman. 
“Regardless, the truth will come out.”
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provided more than two years ago. 
I think that there are two lessons from the story. 
1) When a person wants to do the right thing 
Hashem will help him reach that goal (Yoma 38b). 
We wanted to pay the person who provided us 
with a service (see Beitzah 29a). Hashem helped 
us find him even though halachically we were not 
obligated to pursue the matter any further.
2) Hashem in His hashgachah pratis constantly 
plans whom we will meet and when. The fact that 
we ended up contacting the same plumber shortly 
after we asked a she’eilah and basically gave up 
is nothing less than Hashem guiding every event. 
We need to learn to keep this in mind when we 
are waiting for something to happen or hoping 
to meet the right contact at a certain time. We 
must realize that Hashem already designed the 
schedule and everything will happen at the right 
time in our life when the true Manager of our lives 
wants it to happen.
Kol tuv,
B. W.
The second point is clearly expressed in sefer 
Chovos Halevavos (Shaar Hateshuvah 10). 
He notes that there are times that it is very 
difficult for one to repent for a transgression 
he committed. However, if the sinner does 
everything within his power to rectify the 
situation, Hashem will make the process easier 
for him. For example, if one stole money, 
Hashem may provide the thief with the means 
to repay his victim so that the victim will forgive 
him. 
Similarly, if one oppressed a friend, Hashem 
will make the offended party receptive to 
forgiving the offender. “Furthermore, if the 
offended party is nowhere to be found, 
Hashem will arrange that they should run into 
one another so that the offender will be able to 
secure forgiveness for his offense.”

money matters

“There are three reasons to consider this as falsehood,” answered Rabbi Dayan. “Sma 
(34:1) explains that because the disqualified witness is irrelevant, the single valid witness 
who testifies along with him causes the judgment to be decided improperly as if there 
were two witnesses, and thereby also is a deceitful witness.
“The Shach (34:3), however, finds it difficult that the valid witness knows his testimony 
to be true, yet should avoid testifying just because the other witness is disqualified,” 
continued Rabbi Dayan. “Therefore, he explains that since the Torah declared that a 
disqualified witness invalidates the entire testimony (eidus shebatla miktzasa batla 
kula), the testimony of the valid witness is considered falsehood, since it also becomes 
invalidated incidentally.
“Third, the Shach points to certain cases where the presence of two valid witnesses is 
crucial for the transaction itself, e.g., witnesses of kiddushin,” added Rabbi Dayan. “Even 
if the event is true, it lacks legal status without the second witness.”
“So I can’t testify without raising the issue of Mr. Almoni’s disqualification?” asked Mr. 
Hyman.
“That is correct,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “I should point out that Shaar Mishpat disagrees and 
cites from Kol Bo that the valid witness may testify in our case, unless he states that he and his 
fellow were witnesses, which would confirm the disqualified one.  However, the accepted ruling 
follows the Shulchan Aruch who says that even to testify without saying so is prohibited, since 
it causes beis din to rule in an improper manner, as the Sma explained.” (See Mishpat Aruch, 
34:1:20[24].)
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Misleading SalaryAdapted from the writings of  Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita

(Based on writings of Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita)

Q: I was offered work for a certain salary, and was told that this is what everyone is 
paid. After completing the job, I found out that the going rate is significantly higher. 
Am I entitled to extra?
A: Rema rules that if one party misled the other and stated: “Such and such a salary, like 
the going rate,” which turned out to be untrue, the amount agreed was in error; it is like 
work without any salary agreement, so that the employer pays the going rate. If there is a 
salary range, he has to pay only the lower end, even if most pay more (C.M. 332:4).
However, Shach (332:16) and Taz (332:4) rule that since they agreed on that salary, 
the employer has to pay only that amount, but the worker has a rightful complaint. 
Nesivos (332:4) limits also the Rema’s ruling to cases where “like the going rate” was 
an integral part of the salary arrangement, but not if only mentioned incidentally that 
this is the going rate (Pischei Choshen, Sechirus 8:10).
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on the Parsha
Parshas MishPatiM R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

The Dos Zakainim teaches us that 
“before them” means before the 
Jews and not before the gentiles. 

The Torah is for the Jewish people exclu-
sively. 
He then brings an example of this concept. 
On the inside of almost every Chumash 
is the Targum written by Onkolus. While 
Onkolus became a profound talmid 
chacham, that wasn’t his beginning. He 
was a gentile, the nephew of the Caesar 
Adrianna. He became aware of the truth 
and desired to convert to Judaism, but he 
was afraid of his uncle’s reaction. 
He approached his uncle and said, “I wish 
to engage in commerce.” 
His uncle responded, “If you need money, 
my treasure house is open to you. Take 
whatever you need.” 
Onkolus responded, “It isn’t money that 
I seek; it is knowledge. I wish to go out 
to discover the ways of the world. Please, 
my uncle, give me advice. Which type of 
merchandise do you recommend that I 
invest in?” 
Adrianna responded, “Find a commodity 
that is depressed in value. The ways of the 
world are cyclic. What is low now will rise 
later, and you will ride the crest upwards 
and find your fortune.” 
With that, Onkolus left to Israel and 
approached the Chachamim, seeking to 
learn Torah. They told him, “The Torah 
cannot be absorbed by one who isn’t 
Jewish.” He converted, went to yeshiva to 
learn, and became a Torah scholar.
After he returned home, his uncle noticed 
that his appearance had changed. “Why do 
you look different?” he asked.
Onkolus responded, “Because I converted 
and have learned Torah.” 
“Upon whose advice did you do this?”
“Yours, my uncle. Didn’t you tell me to 
invest in merchandise which is currently 
depressed because surely it will rise? 
I searched and found no nation as 
downtrodden as the Jews. Yet in the World 
to Come, there is no people that will be as 
exalted.” 
His uncle was so impressed with this line of 
reasoning that he promptly smacked him 
across the face. “You could have learned 
Torah without converting!” he exclaimed.

Onkolus responded, “Torah cannot be 
learned by one who doesn’t have a Bris 
Milah.”

³  UNDERSTANDING THE 
IMPLICATIONS

While this is a beautiful story, when we 
take into account two points, a powerful 
question emerges.  
1. We are dealing with a man who is clearly 
brilliant. Once he converted, he became 
such a master of the Torah that he was able 
to distill all of its wisdom into a concise 
Targum that has become universally ac-
cepted throughout the generations. Obvi-
ously, he was of extraordinary intelligence. 
2. We are dealing with an extremely 
motivated individual. He was living in 
the lap of luxury, enjoying great power 
and prestige, and had the entire world 
open to him. He was a favored nephew 
of the most powerful emperor of his time. 
When he approached his uncle for help, 
his immediate response was, “My treasure 
house is open to you.” In simple terms, he 
had everything that a young man could 
dream of. Yet he was willing to give it all 
up, at risk of his position and maybe even 
his life, to go to a foreign land to learn 
Torah. Clearly he was a driven individual.
With all this, why couldn’t he learn Torah 
without converting? The Chachamim 
didn’t say to him, “You aren’t allowed to 
learn.” They didn’t tell him that the halacha 
prohibits a gentile from studying Torah. 
They said it won’t work. The question is, 
why not? Here we have a man who was so 
brilliant and dedicated that he was willing 

to give up everything to learn. Why would 
he be incapable of learning Torah if he 
wasn’t Jewish? 

³ THE NATURE OF TORAH

The answer to this lies in understanding 
the nature of Torah. 
The Torah is pure wisdom from HASHEM. 
A Rashi on Chumash can be understood 
by an eight-year-old child. Yet that same 
Rashi contains worlds of depth and opens 
up to understandings that are infinite. The 
ability to delve into the depth of Torah 
is specifically what a gentile can’t do. A 
gentile can study geometry, physics, or 
business law. Those studies are accessible to 
the mind of man. The Torah is different. It 
is the “word of HASHEM” and cannot be 
perceived by man. 
However, HASHEM created the Jew 
with a Nishamah uniquely suited to learn 
Torah. Different than all of the nations 
of the world, the Jew alone has the ability 
to access the Torah, to be able to plumb 
it depths, and to reach the Divine wisdom 
contained in it. But more than simply the 
ability to learn Torah, we were given a 
tremendous receptivity to it. 

³  TORAH COMES NATURALLY 
TO THE JEW

This seems to be the answer to the question. 
As wise and as motivated as Onkolus was, 
had he remained a gentile, he could never 
have mastered the Torah. Torah is the 
exclusive heritage of the Jew. Only we have 
the right to it, but even more, only we have 
the inborn capacity to understand it and 
master it. 
This concept is very relevant to us because 
the Torah contains all the wisdom of 
the world. There may be times when we 
feel overwhelmed by the challenge. But 
the understanding that the Torah is our 
exclusive heritage and that we are uniquely 
suited to learn it should be a motivating 
force to help us set goals of mastering our 
portion in Torah.
We have a natural affinity for learning Torah; 
while we may have to strain our minds and 
exert ourselves, we are naturally suited to 
it, so it settles into our 
soul easily. We are like 
a musically gifted child 
sitting down to play the 
violin - it is in our blood.

Learning 
Torah: 

That was
easy!
g

“And these are the statutes that 
you shall place before them.

— Shemos 21:1 —
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Now You Know 
At the beginning of the sixth Aliya, 
(23:20) HaShem tells Moshe He will 

send an angel to guide Klal Yisrael 
because ultimately we would sin and 
drive away G-d’s countenance, ending 

His direct involvement in our day-to-
day lives. Instead, this angel imbued 
with Godliness would lead us to the 
Promised Land. 

The next posuk warns us to listen to 
the angel since he is perfect and has 
no understanding of someone going 
against HaShem’s will. He just does 

his job and gives no leeway. 

Often, people want to have a spiritual 
leader who is perfect, and yet allows 

them to be imperfect. This posuk lets 
us know that doesn’t work. 

If we expect our Rabbi or Teacher to 
understand our challenges, we need 

to understand that he must have 
challenges of his own. A one-off 
failure doesn’t mean we write him off. 

Rather, if we see a leader who picks 
himself up after mistakes and learns 
from them, that is someone who can 
understand and properly lead a 

congregation. 

Perhaps also, this alerts us to the fact 
that if, despite sinning, we can find a 
way to keep HaShem’s countenance 

close, through loving Him and working 
to fix our errors, we can earn back the 
hashgacha pratis to have HaShem in 
our lives all day every day. 

Thought of the week: 

An immovable object is no 
match for the irresistible 
force powered by love.  

(W-H:AK TWMw) „.OLWEL WDBEW...YNB TAW YTwA TAW YNDA TA YTBHA...‰ 
“…I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free. Then his master 
shall take him to the doorpost… and he is his slave forever.”(Exodus 21:5-6) 

Our Parsha begins with the laws of the Eved Ivri, the Jewish person who became so 
destitute he sold himself as a slave, or else he stole and was sold as a slave by the 
court. The law says he only works for six years and in the seventh he goes free. But 
this fellow was different. 

He likes his life as it is. His master is good to him (as mandated by Torah law) and he 
has a wife and children without having to worry about supporting them (the master’s 
job again.) He decides he doesn’t want to leave. He is taken to the doorpost and his 
ear is pierced. This symbolizes that he should have harkened when G-d said, “They 
are MY servants.” 

Though this man made a poor choice, we learn something key to serving HaShem. If 
one wants to remain an eved HaShem, a servant of G-d “forever,” it can only happen if 
he LOVES his Master. Fear of G-d is insufficient to remain connected as over time 
fears subside and people become jaded. Love, however, continues to grow and 
doesn’t wane over time. Only one who loves HaShem will be able to remain a faithful 
servant forever. 

In Shema, the first paragraph requires us to love HaShem with all our hearts, our lives, 
and our valuables. The second paragraph doesn’t require us to love HaShem with our 
money. It says, “If you will hearken to My commandments to love HaShem with all your 
hearts and your very life, then I will send the rain in its time and your crops will grow.”  

What’s happening is that HaShem is helping us to love Him with our money. If we work 
on getting to love Him with all our hearts and souls, then He shows us that all our 
money comes from Him, just as the slave had all his needs provided by his master. 
This leads us to love HaShem with and through our money as well. 

If, however, we fail to realize this, and we turn to other gods, or even to the god of “self-
made” men, then HaShem takes away everything, even what we had before, to show 
that it all comes from Him. 

The rest of Mishpatim contains numerous laws that require us to part with our money. 
This is possible once we’ve come to realize that HaShem is the source of everything 
we are and everything we have. Then, we are able to love Him with our money, by 
keeping His laws even when they cause us a financial loss. It is the love for Him that 
enables us to do things others cannot, and will empower us to serve HaShem forever. 

Someone once asked R’ Moshe Feinstein z”l why so many people in America became 
secular and did not keep Shabbos, when their parents expressed such mesiras nefesh, 
self-sacrifice, for Shabbos, even losing their jobs and suffering in order not to desecrate it. 

R’ Moshe sighed and said, “It is precisely because they had mesiras nefesh.”  When 
questioned, R’ Moshe explained: “Self-sacrifice is fine for one’s self, but it cannot be 
transmitted to the next generation.   

In order for the next generation to develop its own self-sacrifice, the love of Shabbos must 
be conveyed with joy and happiness; realizing its tranquility, beauty, and pleasure.  Then 
the Shabbos will become a part of them.  But, if one looks at Shabbos merely as a day 
when one cannot do things, why would the next generation want anything to do with it?” 
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)21:35וכי יגף שור איש את שור רעהו ומת ומכרו את השור החי וחצו את כספו וגם את המת יחצון (  
 In Parshas Mishpatim, the Torah discusses the laws governing damage caused by a person’s 
animals. In the event that a man’s ox strikes the ox of his fellow man and kills it, the two men must sell 
the live ox and divide the proceeds, and they also split the carcass of the dead ox. Although the expression 

איש את שור רעהושור  ףוכי יג  is normally translated as, “If a man’s ox strikes the ox of his friend,” the Ibn 
Ezra quotes the opinion of Ben Zuta, who instead interprets it, “If a man’s ox strikes its friend,” 
understanding שור רעהו as referring not to an ox that belongs to the owner’s friend, but rather to an ox 
that is friends with the violent ox.  
 However, the Ibn Ezra sharply dismisses this reading in his inimitable style, writing, “The only 
friend of the ox is Ben Zuta himself,” meaning that somebody who mistranslates the Torah so egregiously 
would make a good companion for an ox. Rav Yissocher Frand explains that the concept of רעות – 
friendship – does not apply to animals, who are capable of having companions and even mates, but not 
friends. Friendship requires an emotional connection that is uniquely human, as the Torah commands us 
(Vayikra 19:18) ואהבת לרעך כמוך – You shall love your friend as yourself. Accordingly, the Ibn Ezra 
rejects Ben Zuta’s interpretation which he finds ludicrous for implying that it is possible for an ox to have 
friends. 

Rav Yitzchok Hutner points out that the word תרועה, the sound of the shofar that we are 
commanded to blow on Rosh Hashana (Bamidbar 29:1), shares the same root as the word רע – friend. 
What is the connection between these two seemingly unrelated concepts? Unlike a תקיעה which is 
uninterrupted and represents being perfect and whole, a תרועה is a broken sound that connotes the 
concept of being deficient and lacking. 
 How does this insight apply to the Torah’s use of the word רע to connote a friend? Rav Hutner 
explains that the essence of true friendship is for friends to feel so close to each other that they are willing 
to rebuke and break one another over their shortcomings. While the term “friend” is colloquially used to 
describe any person with whom we enjoy spending time, the Torah’s definition of true friendship 
encompasses much more. Although it is natural to be drawn to people who are always complimentary and 
make us feel good about ourselves, the Torah teaches us that this is flattery, not friendship. Real רעות 
involves a component of תרועה, of emulating the shofar by chastising and “breaking” the other person for 
his faults and misdeeds.  

Rav Frand extends this idea to marriage, noting that the fifth blessing recited during Sheva 
Berachos (the seven blessings said in honor of the bride and groom) begins:  שמח תשמח רעים האהובים
 Grant abundant joy to the beloved companions, as You gladdened Your creation – כשמחך יצירך בגן מקדם
(Adam) in the Garden of Eden of old. Why do we specifically describe the bride and groom as  רעים
 beloved friends? We are giving them a beracha that they should become true friends, in the – האהובים
sense that they feel comfortable calling each out for their mistakes.  

Obviously, such rebukes must take place in the context of a balanced relationship which is 
normally positive, as a friendship or marriage in which one party is constantly criticized will not succeed 
and endure. However, it is essential to understand that the ability and willingness to give constructive 
criticism is an integral component of the purpose of all friendships, and certainly of marriage. Indeed, the 
Netziv explains that when the Torah describes (Bereishis 2:18) Chava’s function as being an עזר כנגדו (a 
helpmate opposite Adam), it is teaching us that there are situations in which the best way to be an עזר is 
to stand כנגדו. As the Ibn Ezra noted, it is this uniquely human capacity that elevates us above animals 
and enables us to rise to the level of רעים האהובים. 
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)24:13ויקם משה ויהושע משרתו ויעל משה אל הר האלקים (  
 At the end of Parshas Mishpatim, the Torah describes Yehoshua as Moshe’s servant, who was so 
close to his teacher that he remained at the base of Mount Sinai for 40 days eagerly awaiting Moshe’s 
return. However, Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman points out that the total period of time during which 
Yehoshua served and learned from Moshe was actually quite short. The Mishnah in Eduyos (2:10) 
teaches that the entire punishment and judgment of the Egyptians spanned a period of 12 months, prior to 
which Moshe was living in Midian, and the Torah was given only seven weeks after the Exodus. At this 
point, Yehoshua had known Moshe for at most a little more than one year, yet he was already considered 
Moshe’s primary disciple. Rav Shteinman suggests that this teaches us that the depth of the connection 
between a Rebbe and his student is not a function of the amount of time that they spend together, but 
rather of the student’s dedication and commitment to learn from his Rebbe and emulate his ways.  

Similarly, Rav Chaim Vital is considered the primary disciple of the Arizal, and most of the 
reliable teachings of the Arizal that we have today are found in the writings of Rav Chaim Vital. 
However, they spent only 20 months together before the Arizal tragically passed away at the age of 38. 
Nevertheless, Rav Chaim Vital was so devoted to his Rebbe that this short period of time was sufficient 
for him to imbibe the Arizal’s wisdom and preserve it for future generations, as the depth of the 
relationship is far more important than its length. 
 Rav Yisroel Reisman notes that this concept can be extended to friendship as well. The Mishnah 
in Avos (5:16) describes the relationship between Dovid and Yonason as the quintessential friendship, as 
their love was eternal and not based on any ulterior motives. How long did they actually know each other 
for? They did not meet until after Shaul’s ascension to the throne. Shaul’s entire reign lasted only two 
years, and Yonason died on the same day as his father (Shmuel 1 31:6).  

Even during these two years, they did not spend much time together, as Rav Reisman posits that 
Dovid spent at least one of these two years running away from Shaul, who wanted to kill him, during 
which time he had no interactions with Yonason other than the episode on Rosh Chodesh in which 
Yonason clarified his father’s desire to kill Dovid and advised him to flee for his life (Shmuel 1 20:18-
42). Even before Shaul turned against Dovid, he and Yonason were often separated into different 
encampments on the battlefield, yet despite the fact that they spent such a limited amount of time 
together, their relationship is held up as the paradigm of the closest love that two friends can experience. 
As Rav Shteinman explained, this teaches us that the depth of the bond between two friends is not 
determined by the quantity of time that they spend together, but by the quality of their commitment to one 
another.  

Rav Reisman adds that if this idea is true for platonic friends, it certainly applies to the closest 
friendship of all, that of husband and wife. Many people question how it is possible for a young man and 
woman to go out on a relatively small number of dates and decide that this is the person with whom they 
wish to spend the rest of their lives, and they assume that without a more prolonged courtship period to 
get to know one another better, the young couple will be doomed to an unhappy marriage that will often 
end in divorce. Fortunately, we know that this is not the case; the error in their logic is that the success of 
the relationship is determined not by the amount of time they have spent together, but rather by the depth 
of their commitment to respect, love, and give to one another. 
 

 
Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 

 
1) A Jewish slave who doesn’t wish to leave his master when the time arrives that he may go has his 

ear pierced (21:6), and he continues to serve his master until the Yovel (Jubilee year). Rashi 
explains that the piercing is done specifically to punish the ear which heard at Mount Sinai 
Hashem’s prohibition against stealing (20:13), and nevertheless proceeded to steal. Rashi writes 
(20:13) that the prohibition against stealing in the Ten Commandments that were said at Mount 
Sinai refers to the stealing of people and not to the stealing of possessions. Why is the ear 
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punished for violating a prohibition which it didn’t hear at Mount Sinai? (Chizkuni, Rav Eliyahu 
Mizrachi, Chanukas HaTorah, Maskil L’Dovid, Chiddushei Riaf Ein Yaakov Kiddushin 22b) 

2) A master who knocks out the eye or tooth of his non-Jewish slave must immediately free the 
slave (21:25-26). The Gemora in Kiddushin (24a) rules that a slave goes free not just through the 
loss of an eye or a tooth at the hands of his owner, but of any limb which won’t grow back. Why 
does the Torah specifically single out the eye and the tooth if many other body parts are also 
included in this law? (Rabbeinu Bechaye, Peninim MiShulchan HaGra) 

3) A yeshiva student asked another boy to wake him up at a specific time. On his way into the room, 
his friend accidentally walked on top of the glasses of the boy who was sleeping and broke them. 
Is he obligated to pay for them? (Shu”t K’nei Bosem 1:154, Pischei Choshen Dinei Nezikin 8:10) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) Rav Eliyahu Mizrachi explains that although this verse refers to kidnapping, Rashi writes (24:12) that 
the Aseres HaDibros (Ten Commandments) contain within them the roots of all 613 commandments. For 
example, when Hashem said the prohibition against murdering, He also included publicly embarrassing 
another person, which is comparable to murder. Similarly, the verse in the Aseres HaDibros that forbids 
kidnapping also includes all other forms of stealing. The Chiddushei HaRiaf answers that a person is not 
punished for kidnapping unless he also sells the person that he “stole.” At the end of six years, when the 
master attempts to free the slave and he expresses his love for his master and desire to remain a slave, he 
is in essence kidnapping and selling himself. He adds that this explanation also resolves another 
difficulty: According to Rashi, why is the ear pierced only at this time instead of immediately upon being 
found guilty of stealing? Rather, he isn’t being punished for stealing the item six years ago, but for 
stealing himself now. The Chizkuni and Maskil L’Dovid suggest that our text of Rashi contains a 
typographical error. It shouldn’t quote the verse לא תגנב from the Ten Commandments, which discusses 
kidnapping, but rather ונבתג לא  (Vayikra 19:11), which Rashi explains is a prohibition against stealing 
money. Although this verse isn’t part of the Aseres HaDibros, it is still appropriate to refer to it as having 
been heard at Sinai inasmuch as the entire Torah was transmitted there. 
 
2) Rabbeinu Bechaye notes that Noach cursed Cham and his descendants with slavery as a punishment 
for Cham seeing his father’s nakedness and relating it to his brothers (Bereishis 9:25). Since slavery is a 
punishment for sinning with the eyes and the mouth, it is appropriate that if they are damaged, the slave 
has received an alternate form of punishment and is now exempt from slavery. The Vilna Gaon adds that 
according to the strict letter of the law, the slave should only go free if both his eye and his mouth are 
wounded, but Hashem mercifully allowed him to be freed even if only one is injured. 
 
3) The Gemora in Bava Kamma (27b) rules that if a person is walking in a public thoroughfare and 
accidentally breaks something which was placed there, he is exempt from paying for the damages because 
people are generally focused on other matters when they are walking and are unaccustomed to looking 
down to make sure that there is nothing in their path which could break. Based on this, Rav Meir 
Bransdorfer rules that by asking his friend to enter his room and wake him up, the sleeping student gave 
his friend permission to walk in the room, rendering it legally comparable to a public thoroughfare, in 
which case he had no responsibility to look where he was walking and is exempt for paying for the 
glasses. Rav Yaakov Blau disagrees and maintains that even though he was given permission to enter the 
room, this does not transform the room into a public thoroughfare, and he is still obligated to examine 
where he is walking to prevent damage. Since he failed to do so, he must pay for the broken glasses. 
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It was a long summer Shabbos afternoon 
in England. R’ Meir Tzvi Ehrentreu was in 

shul learning Pirkei Avos.

This Rabbeinu Yonah on 
‘Kol shemaasov merubin...’ is so 

fundamental! He says that accepting on 
myself to fulfill mitzvos, even without 

knowing the halachah, is as if I have 
already been mekabel all the mitzvos!

Shlome 
Zalman, now 

you’re “It”! You 
can’t catch me...

ו‘ אלול  2000 - 1930  5760 - 5690

R’ Meir Tzvi Ehrentreu was born in Frankfurt, Germany, to R’ Yisrael and Bluma Ehrentreu. 
He moved to England as a bochur. He learned in R’ Moshe Schneider’s Yeshiva in London 
and then later in Gateshead Yeshivah. He married Esther, the daughter of R’ Yehudah Zev 
Segal, the Manchester Rosh Yeshivah. After his marriage he became a maggid shiur in 
the Yeshivah. He was a beloved rebbi and could quote verbatim from anywhere in Shas, 
Midrash, Rishonim and Acharonim. When R’ Yitzchak Yaakov Weiss, zt”l, left Manchester 
to become Raavad of the Eida Chareidis, he told the community that he had left them 
Reb Meir Tzvi, who should be relied upon in any halachic matter. His gadlus in Torah was 
surpassed only by his yiras Shamayim, humility and beautiful middos. He is buried next to 

his famous father-in-law, R’ Yehudah Zev Segal, zt”l.

After examining the damage, R’ Meir 
Tzvi turned to his son:

Tatty!

Don’t worry… I know you must 
be so upset about what happened. 
It’s OK - don’t be nervous. Shlome 

Zalman is going to be fine, and he is 
moichel you. Are you all right?

It looks OK. Shh… 
there, there, don’t 
cry. Where is your 

friend Itzy?
He’s 

outside...

Ouch! I’m 
bleeding! ... 

You broke my 
tooth!

Oy, Shlome 
Zalman, what 

happened? Here, take 
my handkerchief...

Oy, vey! wait here. 
I’ll be back in a few 

minutes.

Itzy tripped me!  
He ... he... broke my 

tooth!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ִמי  ת עַּ ה אֶּ ְלוֶּ ף תַּ סֶּ )ְשמֹות כב:כד( … ִאם כֶּ  
 When you lend money to My people…  
 Did you know that the ִחּנּוְך had the custom to divide  ת שַּ רָּ פָּ
ִטים ִשּיֹות into two ִמְשפָּ רָּ ה The second ?פָּ שָּ רָּ ִאם  began from the words פָּ
ף סֶּ ה and that is what it was called. The ,כֶּ שָּ רָּ ף of פָּ סֶּ  was read when ִאם כֶּ
a leap year had 29 תֹות בָּ ח and סּוכֹות between שַּ סַּ  Depending on the .פֶּ
day the year begins, a leap year usually has 28 תֹות בָּ ת  This split in .שַּ שַּ רָּ פָּ
ִטים ג was the ִמְשפָּ ג of Barcelona. [The prevailing ִמְנהָּ  in most ִמְנהָּ
communities today when there are 29 תֹות בָּ ח and סּוכֹות between שַּ סַּ  פֶּ
is to add ת ַאֲחֵרי מֹות שַּ רָּ ח before פָּ סַּ  [.פֶּ
 One possible reason for creating a ה שָּ רָּ  to begin with the פָּ
ה ה of ִמְצוָּ קָּ ד is to show the importance of ְצדָּ סֶּ  This is based on the .חֶּ
teaching of אי א יד.) ר׳ ִשְמלַּ ה that the (יּומָּ ד starts with תֹורָּ סֶּ  ד׳ when) חֶּ
made clothing for ם ה and ָאדָּ וָּ ד and ends with (חַּ סֶּ  buried ד׳ when) חֶּ
ה נֶּה ,as it says — (ֺמשֶּ ד ִיבָּ סֶּ ם חֶּ ְתִהִלים ) the world is built on kindness ,עֹולָּ
 .(פט:ג

ִני( ָאה ֶלעָׁ ה סו: ִמְצַות ַהְלוָׁ ה )ִמְצוָׁ י ַהִמְצוָׁ שֵׁ רָׁ  ִמשָׁ
    The ִחּנּוְך explains that ד׳ gave us this ה  to train us in the ִמְצוָּ
special ה ֲחִמים trait, of kindness and ,ִמדָּ  showing compassion. The ,רַּ
ה gave us this ד׳ :applies a concept that he often repeats ִחּנּוְך  so ִמְצוָּ
that we condition our body to these beautiful traits in order to become 
worthy of receiving more of ד׳’s goodness.  
 The ִחּנּוְך proves his point by explaining that in reality ד׳ does 
not need us to do kindness to the poor. The reason He gave us the 

opportunity to be His messenger is to accustom us to do acts of kind-
ness. The ִחּנּוְך continues with another reason but then ends off with an 
explanation on the א רָּ א י.) ְגמָּ ְתרָּ א בַּ בָּ  .that is based on his first reason (בָּ
 The א רָּ א י.) ְגמָּ ְתרָּ א בַּ בָּ ם tells of a heretic who asked a (בָּ כָּ  If“ ,חָּ
 loves poor people, why does He not provide for them Himself?” The ד׳
ם כָּ  explains the ִחּנּוְך answered, “In order to give us merit!” The חָּ
answer of the ם כָּ ה gave us this ד׳ :חָּ  so that we will have the merit ִמְצוָּ
to deserve more ה כָּ   .ְברָּ

א( רּוק ַמשָׁ ה פ: פֵׁ ה )ִמְצוָׁ י ַהִמְצוָׁ שֵׁ רָׁ  ִמשָׁ
 The ִחּנּוְך teaches that this ה א of ִמְצוָּ שָּ  to help remove ,ֵפרּוק מַּ
a burden, is also to train us in having compassion even towards ani-
mals. This is learned from ֲעֺזב ֺזב תַּ  you shall help ,)ְשמֹות כג:ה( עָּ
repeatedly. The ִחּנּוְך translates ֺזב ִם as related to עָּ לַּ ְזבּו ְירּושָּ עַּ ּיַּ  and they ,וַּ
fortified Jerusalem (ְמיָּה ג:ח  A person has to sometimes strengthen .(ְנחֶּ
himself and remain firm when performing this ה רּוְך .ִמְצוָּ  ר׳ ֵאִלּיָּהּו בָּ
Finkel ״ל צַּ ְרגּום אּוְנְקלּוס notes an interesting זַּ  that also explains this תַּ
ְרגּום The .ִחּנּוְך ֲעֺזב translates תַּ ֺזב תַּ ְך ֲעלֹוִהי as עָּ ה ִדְבִלבָּ ק ִתְשבֹוק מָּ  let ,ִמְשבַּ
go of any hatred you have on your heart (lit. throw away what is sitting 
in your heart) before performing the ה   .ִמְצוָּ
 The ה  is teaching us how to assist another person in the תֹורָּ
ה  commanded us ד׳ way. It is not enough to help someone because תֹורָּ
to do a ד סֶּ ה The main .חֶּ ה ingredient of the תֹורָּ ד of ִמְצוָּ סֶּ  is doing the חֶּ
ה    .with a compassionate heart and with love towards a fellow Jew ִמְצוָּ

Adapted from: ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע 

ר ַזַצ״ל תֶּ ָרֵאל ַאלְׂ ת(  3rd son of ,ר׳ ִישְׂ ֵרי ֱאמֶּ ַכי )ִאמְׂ דְׂ ָרָהם ָמרְׂ ר׳ ַאבְׂ
הּוִדית ַחָיה רָאדעֶּ יְׂ  was born in Góra Kalwaria, Poland. He ,וְׂ
learned under his grandfather, ֵיה ֵלײּב ַזַצ״ל הּוָדה ַארְׂ  the) ר׳ יְׂ

ת ַפת ֱאמֶּ  He married .ִעּלּוי until age 10, and was already recognized as an ,(שְׂ
his cousin, ַחָיה ָשָרה, in 1910. In 1940, the ת ֵרי ֱאמֶּ ָרֵאל escaped to ִאמְׂ ץ ִישְׂ רֶּ  אֶּ
along with his sons, ָרֵאל ָרֵאל) ר׳ ִישְׂ ָחה ּבּוִנים ,(ֵּבית ִישְׂ ָחה) ר׳ ִשמְׂ ר׳  and (ֵלב ִשמְׂ
ַנֵחם ָחס מְׂ ַנֵחם) ִפינְׂ ֵני מְׂ ָרֵאל .(פְׂ  He .הי״ד ,s wife and children perished’ר׳ ִישְׂ
remarried in 1948 to רל  Weinfeld. He assumed the mantle of leadership פעֶּ
after his father's ִטיָרה  For the next 29 years, with his caring, brilliance and .פְׂ
טּות ה he was ,ַפשְׂ  and was a major force in the ֲחִסידּות to rebuild Gerrer זֹוכֶּ
דֹוֵלי ַהתֹוָרה ת גְׂ צֶּ  .מֹועֶּ

 ב׳ אדר
5655 — 5737 
1894 — 1977 

ֵתר ַזַצ״ל ָרֵאל ַאלְׂ ֵבית ) the 4th Gerrer Rebbe ,ר׳ ִישְׂ
ָרֵאל  was known for the way he managed to ,(ִישְׂ
find sick and/or needy people. He would visit 
them  at  odd  times  of  the  day  or  night, 
leaving behind clothing, money, and food. 
He also traveled to meet ָרֵאל דֹוֵלי ִישְׂ  late at גְׂ
night  or  early  in  the  morning.  He  once 
arranged  a  4:00  a.m.  meeting  with  the 
Klausenburger ֶרִבי. On the way, he noticed a 
car that was stuck, and asked his driver to 
stop. The ֶרִבי got out to help. Upon returning,  ר׳
ָרֵאל כּות remarked, “It is a special ִישְׂ  to carry out זְׂ
ִמילּות ֶחֶסד  a kind deed, for a fellow Jew who does not ,גְׂ
recognize you!”  

TorahThoughts

In honor of Yosef Berman



True EmotionsLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ְשִלכּון ֺאתֹו )ְשמֹות כב:ל(.… ֶכֶלב תַּ ָשֶדה ְטֵרָפה לֺא תֺאֵכלּו לַּ ּוָבָשר בַּ  
 ...and meat in the field that has been torn, you shall not eat 
it; you shall throw it to the dogs. 
ִש״י   that questions why dogs were ְמִכיְלָתא quotes the רַּ
singled out for reward by being given ְטֵרָפה meat. The ְמִכיְלָתא 
explains that this is to teach us an important lesson: ד׳ does not 
deprive any creature of its deserved reward. ד׳ held back the dogs 
from their natural desire to bark during ת ְבכֹורֹות כַּ ּוְלֺכל ְבֵני  as it says ,מַּ
ץ ֶכֶלב ְלשֹונֹו  a dog will not sharpen ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל And for all ,ִיְשָרֵאל לֺא ֶיֱחרַּ
its tongue (ְשמֹות יא:ז), therefore ד׳ showed gratitude and 
commanded, “Give him his reward!”   
 A dog, which is not a ל ְבִחיָרה עַּ  and does not have a choice) בַּ
in the matter), is rewarded forever for the pain it had for being forced 
to control its instincts. Imagine how precious it is to ד׳, and how great 
the reward will be, when a person, who is a ל ְבִחיָרה עַּ  is able to ,בַּ
control his natural emotions — ְלֵשם ד׳! 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 One ֻסכֹות, R’ Nosson Zvi Finkel’s ״ל צַּ  son R’ Moshe, a זַּ
beloved ִגיד ִשעּור ִים lay deathly ill in a ,ֶחְברֹון ְיִשיָבה in מַּ  .hospital ְירּוָשלַּ
ִים in ֻסכֹות stayed that ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי  to monitor his progress. During ְירּוָשלַּ
מֹוֵעד  the young R’ Moshe took a turn for the worse and was ,חֹול הַּ
ְלִמיִדים s’ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי .ִנְפָטר  avoided delivering the bad news, and called תַּ
Dr. Borstein, a former ְלִמיד  for ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי of Slabodka, to remain near תַּ
fear of his reaction. 
 Sensing that something was amiss, ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי asked to visit 
his son. When he saw his ְלִמיִדים  avoiding his request, he realized תַּ
what had happened. He immediately opened a ֻשְלָחן ָערּוְך to  ִהְלכֹות יֹום
 found it ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי .to determine whether crying was forbidden טֹוב
difficult to clarify the ֲהָלָכה, and turned instead to Dr. Borstein. “From 
a medical standpoint and from the standpoint of ת יֹום טֹוב  he ”,ִשְמחַּ
asked, “is crying permitted?” 

 The doctor checked his pulse and decided it was medically 
better not to cry, so ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי held himself back from crying. 
 On  the  way  to  the  hospital,  he  burst  into  tears  for  a 
moment, and then regained his composure. Waiting for the ְלָוָיה to 
start out, he sat in the hospital courtyard and received the  ְגדֹוֵלי
ִים  .as if nothing had happened ְירּוָשלַּ
 After returning to ֶחְברֹון, he continued to rejoice in  ת ִשְמחַּ
 Seeing that his wife and widowed daughter-in-law were .יֹום טֹוב
taking it very hard, he tried various means to comfort them. He went 
to his daughter-in-law and recounted to her the episode in the ְגָמָרא 
about ִקיָבא  .ר׳ ִשְמעֹון ,who lost his beloved son ,ר׳ עַּ
 “At the ִקיָבא ,ְלָוָיה  spoke before the crowd that had ר׳ עַּ
come to pay their last respects. He said, ‘ְמָתִני  You have comforted ,ִנחַּ
me, for you have gathered here to honor the תֹוָרה, and in doing so, 
each one of you is doing a great ִמְצָוה. Now I know that my son has a 
share in ָבא  ,We ’.ִצבּור for he has brought about a merit for the ,עֹוָלם הַּ
too, are in a position like ִקיָבא  from the ֶנָחָמה and we should draw ,ר׳ עַּ
fact that a large crowd came to the ְלָוָיה, for this shows that he was a 
great man who brought about a merit for the ִצבּור, and he has a 
share in ָבא  ”.עֹוָלם הַּ
ת תֹוָרה   .ְיִשיָבה arrived. A cloud of sadness hung over the ִשְמחַּ
Suddenly, ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי arose. He began to sing “ָברּוְך ֱאֺלֵקינּו” until the 
gaiety of the ִנגּון caught on. The ִצבּור reacted in an equally positive 
way, and an atmosphere of ִשְמָחה prevailed throughout the day.  
 Towards ְשִקיָעה, twilight, ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי asked several times what 
time it was. As soon as night fell, ֲעִריב  was begun. The moment מַּ
ְבָדָלה  burst into weeping that continued for two ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי ,was over הַּ
hours. 
 It is no wonder that his ֶרִבי, R’ Simcha Zissel Ziv ״ל צַּ  from ,זַּ
Kelm, said about ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי, “… Would that part of his lot [in ָבא  [עֹוָלם הַּ
were mine!”  

Adapted from: Sparks of Mussar - R’ C.E. Zaitchik (with kind permission from Feldheim) 

 There is a ִמְנָהג on the ָבת  of every Jewish רֺאש חֹוֶדש before שַׁ
month (except ִתְשֵרי) to recite a special ְתִפָלה to bless the 
upcoming month and inform the עֹוָלם which day(s) will be 

  .רֺאש חֹוֶדש
 The ִמְנָהג is for the עֹוָלם to stand during this ְתִפָלה, which is 

similar to ֺחֶדש   .(which was performed while standing) ִקּדּוש הַׁ

ָמא:  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ת ַהחֶדשׁש  ְרּכַ ּבִ

Halacha 
Corner

3rd International Pirchei שובבים Contest

Dear Talmid, 
 A young ָיתֹום, orphan, related his 
experience shortly after his ר ִמְצָוה  in 1950. He בַּ
was sent to ת קֹול ּתֹוָרה  and on the first ְיִשיבַּ
Friday night he attended a tisch of  ר׳ ִיְשָרֵאל
״ל צַּ ר זַּ ִבי the Gerrer ,ַאְלּתֶּ   .רֶּ
 "The ִבי  entered, hands clasped רֶּ
behind  his  back  like  a  general.  The  crowd 
parted, allowing him to pass. As he walked by, 
he looked at me, and his gaze was riveting. And 
there I was, in short pants, with a beret on my 
head … To my complete surprise, I heard my 
name called out: ‘Srul Mayer, son of the ָרב of 
Piotrkow.’ …  ַּע  Kleinlehrer, a friend from ְיהֹושֻׁ
ִבי said I must go to the ,קֹול ּתֹוָרה  s table. I’רֶּ
asked him what I should do.  ַּע  explained ְיהֹושֻׁ
the details calmly and clearly.  
 "‘You see those steps where the אי בַּ  גַּ

is standing? Go up those three steps and look 
toward the table where the ִבי  is sitting. They’ll רֶּ
give you a small cup of wine in one hand and a 
slice of apple in the other. You say, "!ִיים  and "ְלחַּ
the ִבי ִיים!" ,will answer you רֶּ  It is a great "ְלחַּ
  … !ָכבֹוד honor!’ … It was a great ,ָכבֹוד
 "I was taken to meet the ִבי  … גּור of רֶּ
The ִבי  smiled warmly and said, ‘You were רֶּ
probably surprised to be called up at the tisch. I 
remember the name your father gave you at 
your ְבִרית in the Piotrkow shul. He said he was 
naming you ִיְשָרֵאל, after his ִבי ִבי the ,רֶּ  of רֶּ
Chortkov, ר׳ ִיְשָרֵאל Friedman, and also after his 
father-in-law from his first marriage, ר׳ ִיְשָרֵאל 
Hager, the ִבי ת ִיְשָרֵאלֲַאה of Vizhnitz, the רֶּ בַּ . 
Then he said he was also naming you ֵמִאיר, 
after his cousin ִפיָרא  of Lublin, who ר׳ ֵמִאיר שַּ

had no children. And, he added, he was naming 
you ִיְשָרֵאל ֵמִאיר after the ִיים  As your ... ָחֵפץ חַּ
father held you in his arms, he prayed to the 
 from each of — ַא פּונק — that a spark רבש״ע
those ְנָשמֹות would enter the ְנָשָמה of his child. I 
never forgot his words. When I saw you among 
the crowd … I remembered your name, after all 
this time since your ְבִרית." 
 This orphan was ר׳ ִיְשָרֵאל ֵמִאיר Lau 
ִליָט״א    .שַּ
  My ְלִמיד  ֵבית ִיְשָרֵאל the name ,ּתַּ
means "the home of ל ִיְשָרֵאל  Is there any ".ְכלַּ
better way to describe a ָגדֹול who had 
thousands of ִסיִדיםֲח , yet cared for a young 
orphan, and could share with him a personal 
memory from his loving father!      !ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך 

ִבי Your  ,ְבְיִדידּות  רֶּ
Story adapted from: על תשלח ידך אל הנער (with kind permission) 

FocusonMiddos

6th (final) week of ִמְצָוה — ׁשֹוְבִבים of ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום contest 
 To participate, boys in 1st and 2nd grade should complete the ָפָרָׁשה until 3 ,ֵׁשִניrd grade until 4 ,ְׁשִליִׁשיth grade until 5 ,ְרִביִעיth grade until 6 ,ֲחִמיִׁשיth 
grade until 7 ,ִׁשִׁשיth and 8th grades complete the ָפָרָׁשה. Participants will be entered in a raffle for a set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים and the weekly winner will also 
receive a set of חּוָמִׁשים with the פירוש of מעט צרי (an explanation of the ַתְרּגּום in ָלׁשֹון ַהקֹוֶדׁש). Please send a fax to 718 506 9633 by Sunday at 7:00 p.m.). The 
current contestants:  
Grade 1 – Mordechai Nass, The Cheder; Yitzchak Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Chaim Aschendoff, Michael Babazadeh, Chaim Bash, Shuey Berger, 
Avrohom Dovid Blum, Shimon Brach, Levi Brecher, Eli Brody, Daniel Bruck, Ephraim Cohen, Moshe Cywiak, Yisroel Drillik, Yonatan Dovid, Simcha Fireworker, 
Binyomin Zev Florans, Avi Goldbord, Nachi Goldstein, Shlomo Gross, Avi Grossberger, Zevi Hirsch, Aharon Itzkowitz, Chagai Jaapon, Sruli Kagan, Sruli Krieger, Yair 
Lasry, Chaim Lederer, Elchonon Lorber, Zevi Markowitz, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, Yonason Moradi, Effie Neuman, Nisson Noviko, Avromi Perl, Dovid Pomerantz, 
Shlomo Zalman Salgo, Zevy Schilit, Yitzchak Schlaff, Mordechai Slomovics, Mendy Sokel, Eliyahu Stern, Eli Steur, Bentzi Stroh, David Tepfer, Dovid Tessler, Tzvi 
Treuhaft, Avrohom Vaiselberg, Nesanel Vaiselberg, Avi Weiss, Moshe Wertzberger, Dovid Willamowsky, Dovi Worenklein, Nosson Yaiche, Chaim Zahler, Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Boruch Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda Tessler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Moshe Lasar, 
Yeshiva Shaare Tzion, Piscataway Township, NJ; Yerachmiel Rothenberg, Clifton Cheder, Clifton, NJ; Mordechai Dovid Goldberg, Yeshivas Ohr HaTorah; Zev 
Cohen, Chatzkel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Refoel Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic; Dovid Rabinowitz, Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ; 
Shlomo Zalman Zigun, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah,  Wickliffe, OH.  Grade 2 – Gavriel Mahperi, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Meir Benhamo, Pinchas Bookson, Moshe 
Dahan, Daniel Friedman, Ari Goldman, Nachmi Herzberg, Eliyahu Jakubovic, Moshe Eliezer Kahan, Shimon Kaufman, Avrumi Kupczyk, David Mordechai, Yehuda 
Obermeister, Gavriel Orzel, Daniel Shilman, Hillel Suliman-Zada, Zev Yankovich, Yisroel Yefet, Moishe Zimmerman, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Nesanel Yehuda 
Keller, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Yisroel Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin; Rephael Shmuel Kaikov, Chaim Shain,  Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst;  Shmuel Baumann, 
Moshe Bentzion Blum, Moshe Brachfeld, Shlomo Czeisler, Yisroel Yakov Feiger, Shlomo Fettman, Shimi Fireworker, Dovid Friedman, Aharon Yeshaya Gifter, Yossi 
Gray, Shmuel Haas, Yisrael Yehuda Haas, Shmuel Hirsch, Aharon Horowitz,  Isser Zalman Itzkowitz,  Zisha Katzenstein,  Shaya Landau,  Avrohom Zev Levitin,  
Akiva Lieberman,   Boruch Leib Mandel,   Aharon Mehlman,   Motti Neuman,   Ahron Oberlander,   Shia Ostreicher,   Shlomo Reichman,   Yosef Reisman,   Dovid 
Rubinstein, Kalman Rubinstein, Shmuel Schreiber, Simcha Shapiro, Mayer Baruch Slomovics, Tzvi Eli Stern, Hillel Travitsky, Eliezer Weinberger, Yaakov Weiss, Sruli 
Yifat, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Aryeh Kohl, Yeshiva Degel Hatorah, Spring Valley, NY; Avromi Atlas, Binyamin Kroll, Yeshivas Torah Institute, 
Baltimore, MD; Chatzkel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Mordechai Shlomo Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic, Passiac, NJ; Yossi Scherer, Cincinnati 
Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Chaim Feifer, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Wickliffe, OH. Grade 3 – Meir Nass, Nesanel Neuhaus, The Cheder;  Eliyohu Helberg,  
Tiferes Elimelech; Chaim Auerbach, Ezra Chertok, Raphi Koshanfar, Dovi Lerner, Zevi Melcer, Tzvi Muller, Matan Verschleiser,  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yissachar 
Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe Fastag, Avrohom Meir Fried, Zalmi Friedman, Daniel Gershbaum, Yehoshua Gershbaum, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, 
Mendy Herbstman, Moshe Koritz, Ari Korsinsky, Yossi Lapidus, Yerachmiel Lasker, Dovy Levy, Yakov Perl, Shmueli Schachter, Dovi Werner, Yitzy Yaiche, Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yehoshua Yoel Aharon, Shmuel Wind, Tani Wind, Yeshiva of South Shore, Woodmere, NY; Yaakov Mordechai Shacham, Clifton 
Cheder, Clifton, NJ; Baruch Berger, Gedalya Charish, Mordechai Shaul David, Michel Fishman, Nosson Gugenheimer, Refael Shmuel Hertz, Dovid Herzig, Dovid 
Yehuda Jacobowitz, Dov Karfiol, Naftali Laupidot, Yisroel Meir Moldaver, Baruch Sher, Eliyahu Slomovits, Yossi Steinberg, Yeshiva Toras Aron, Lakewood, NJ; 
Yehuda Leib Solomon, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH. Grade 4 – Yonah Fogel, Moshe Boruch Mahpour, Rafi Mordechai, Avrohom Rosenberg, Falik 
Shedrowitzky, Alex Tusher, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Dovid Zazulia, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Boruch Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin; Shlomo Moshayev, Yeshiva of 
Brooklyn; Yosef Friedman, Eli Weichselbaum, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga;  Eliyahu Berger,  Moshe Blum,  Yaakov Czeisler,  Chaim Davis,  Adiel Duchovny,  Dovid Egri,  
Dovy Einhorn,  Daniel Farkas,  Shmully Frank,  Ari Gray, Avrumie Hellmann, Ahron Yehuda Herbstman, Shuey Lang, Yechiel Ledereich, Bentzy Leshem, Refael 
Oberlander, Dovid Rubinstein, Yaakov Schonbrun, Yaakov Schwartzmer, Yakov Shienerman, Aryeh Leib Silberberg, Mayer Slamowics, Yoni Solomon, Eliezer 
Speiser, Avi Stahl, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Chaim Simcha Grossman, Avrohom Kaufman, Asher Yeshaya Knopfler, Yishaya Litt, Yehoshua Perecman, 
Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda Dear, Eliyahu Derman, Yitzy Eisenstein, Yehoshua Eisner, Shmuel Feuer, Ephraim Frankel, 
Zevi Gelbtuch, Avraham Gelman, Chaim Goldfarb, Yitzchok Chaim Gunsberg, Moshe Hollander, Yoni Klein, Binyomin Levine, Moshe Sicker, Tzvi Steif, Gamliel 
Mordechai Sternberg, Menachem Taub, Yonatan Waintraub, Dovid Weissmandl, Daniel Zimerman, Shimi Zweig, Yeshiva of Spring Valley, Monsey, NY; Nesanel 
Yitzchok Adler,  Boruch Yaakov Alter,  Shua Cardash,  Yair Eliyahu,  Aharon Fox,  Nosson Tzvi Friedman,  Akiva Glenner,  Asher Gutkin,  Yitzy Jaeger,  Henoch 
Montrose, Yaakov Meir Polstein, Yaakov Prawer, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Yaakov Abrahams, Sholom Dovid Behmanesh,  Lev Ehsanipoor, Akiva Elman,  
Menashe Guttenberg,  Yoel Hettleman,  Chaim Levi,  Yissacher Lieder, Moshe Ribakow, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim, Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Rothenberg, Clifton 
Cheder,  Clifton, NJ;  Mordechai Meir Heinemann, Tzvi Yehuda Heinemann,  Yeshiva Orchos Chaim;  Ezra Kassin, Michoel Aron Levy,  Yeshiva Bais HaTorah, 
Lakewood, NJ;  Cobi Scherer,  Yonason Singer,  Eliezer Teitelbaum,  Cincinnati Hebrew Day School;  Cincinnati, OH;  Yaakov Faintuch,  Shalom Yosef Goldman, 
Shlomo Goldman, Chaim Joseph, Michoel Yuspeh, Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Cleveland, OH;  Simcha Levovitz, Yeshiva Derech HaTorah, Wickliffe, OH; 
Sholom Benyominson, Yitzchok Karp, Shlomo Lapin, Yosef Purec, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Aron Shlomo Davis, Yecheskel Feld, Kesser 
Torah; Gateshead, UK. Grade 5 – Mordechai Kaplan, Eliyahu Nass, The Cheder; Mordechai Dovid Beylus, Moshe Gelb, Shmuel Gorbulsky, Eliezer Halberstam, 
Zevi Hershkowitz, Menachem Manis Lang, Eytan Weisz, Shmuel Chaim Yomtov, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yitzchok Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Aharon 
Fried, Aharon Harel, Chanoch Harel, Dovid Hirsch, Moshe Simcha Itzkowitz, Yitzi Lang,  Avromy Leshkowitz,  Tzvi Elimelech Levitin,  Shuli Lowy,  Michoel Minzer,  
Yitzy Minzer, Shmuel Pearlman, Aharon Plotsker, Yehuda Travitsky, Noam Zarinmanesh, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Yaakov Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; 
Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Noach Aryeh Schechter, Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY;; Ari Wind, Yeshiva of 
South Shore, Woodmere, NY; Duvid Unger, Yeshiva Ohr Boruch D’Veitzen; Chicago, IL; Chaim Markowitz, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Yossie Atlas, Dov Belsky, 
Yehuda Chaifetz, Menashe Moshe Hack, Reuven Kleiner, Tzvi Linzer, Sruly Lurie, Yehoshua Oratz,  Meir Simcha Paige,  Levi Yitzchak Salazar,  Binyomin Statfeld,  
Aryeh Leib Stein, Chaim Steinhardt, Yoni Zeiger, Yeshivas Torah Institute; Baltimore, MD; Yaakov Hazan, Yeshiva Toras Zev; Chaim Yeruchem Cohen, Chaim 
Shmuel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Menachem Greenfeld, Yitzy Jacknin, Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ; Shalom Betzalel Borenstein, 
Ephraim Dick,  Yehuda Leib Mandel,  Yonason Simon,  Naftoli Stoll,  Yeshiva Derech Hatorah,  Cleveland, OH;  Levi Minkin,  Providence Hebrew Day School; 
Providence, RI. Grade 6 – Mendel Kahn, Ruach Chaim; Eliyohu Falik, The Cheder; Nuta Sholom Hamel, Binyomin Zev Helberg, Tiferes Elimelech; Nissim Harari-
Raful, Refael Shabtai, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe Levy, Shmuel Eliyohu Shain, Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Aryeh Brachfeld, Avrumi Davidoff, Mordechai 
Davidoff, Zev Lapidoth, Shimon Stahl, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Mayer Ozer Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Yehuda Kaufman, Fallsburg Cheder 
School,  Fallsburg, NY;  Shmuel Yankelewitz, Yeshiva Darchei Torah;  Far Rockaway, NY;  Naftali Grumet, Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island;  Inwood, NY;  Shmuel 
Grossman, Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Yehuda Anteby, Shlomo Mayer Davidson, Yechezkel Friedman, Meir Kallner, Dovid Katz, Moishe Rothstein, 
Shloime Sauer,  Yeshiva Beth Mikroh,  Monsey, NY;  Avrohom Dovid Eichenstein, Binyomin Feldman, Zev Frank, Yosef Chaim Gholian, Asher Goldberg, Boruch 
Meiselman, Nachi Meyers, Dovid Mintz, Srully Solloff, Avrohom C. Sopher, Yisroel Meir Tendler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Meir Kassin, 
Yaakov M. Levy,  Yeshiva Bais HaTorah;  Moshe Heinemann,  Yeshiva Orchos Chaim;  Refael Hazan,  Yeshiva Toras Zev;  Lakewood, NJ;  Yehoshua Ottensoser, 
Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Yehoshua Hack, Aharon Eliezer Karp, Shmuel 
Rosenthal, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Dovi Steinhaus, Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK.  Grade 7  –  Yitzchok Deitel,  Yosef Chaim Gold,  Akiva 
Herman,  Avrohom Yaakov Kaplan,  Yaakov Katz,  Mendel Kurinets,  Gavriel Mirkin,  Moishy Orange, Yitzy Pearl, Nosson Schloss, Elazar Shimonovich, Nathan 
Spitzer, Shaya Szanzer, Yeshaya Dovid Wallerstein, Dovid Zlotnick, Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana; Eitan Brown, Yosef Chaim Gutman, Moshe Yaakov Herskovic, David 
Kapetas, Zevi Leibler, Akiva Merl, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan, Mendy Reiss, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin;  Sholom Aaron Meller,  Yeshiva Ketana of 
Bensonhurst; Refael Yitzchok Friedman, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga;  Yedidya Grant, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Aryeh L. Perecman, Fallsburg Cheder School, 
Fallsburg, NY; Gavriel Akerib, Yeshiva of Spring Valley, Monsey, NY; Reuven Kassin, Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Shmuel Pitterman, Yeshiva Toras Aron;  Lakewood, NJ;  
Binyomin Elimelech Gutlove, Yeshiva M’kor Baruch;  Passiac, NJ;  Binyomin Zev Lasar, Yeshiva Shaare Tzion,  Piscataway Township, NJ;  Mordechai Scherer, 
Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Mordechai Bielory, Chaim Golden, Shimon Kapilevich,  Yisroel Mordechai Karp,  Ezra Minkin,  Providence Hebrew 
Day School;  Providence, RI;  Menachem Posen,  Mechina L’yeshiva;  Gateshead, UK; Mordechai Tsvi Abenson, Shimon Adler, Yitsy Bamberger, Efraim Eckstein, 
Benzion Englard, Binyomin Goldman, Tovia Leiberman, Dovid Leitner, Binyomin Levin, Yankele Levin, Pinchos Levkovits, Shmuli Prijs, Aron Tsvi Saunders, Beis 
Hatalmud;  Manchester, UK.  Grade 8  –  Chaim Eli Shain,  Ruach Chaim;  Yehuda Auerbach,  Eli Feuchtwanger,  Gershom Gorbulsky,  Naftali Hollander,  Leiby 
Mutterperl, Yeshurin Sorscher, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yehuda Mosak, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Daniel Gross, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Menachem 
Levitansky, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Boruch Gedalya Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua Reidler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, 
Baltimore, MD; Azriel Yudkowsky, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI. 



True EmotionsLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ְשִלכּון ֺאתֹו )ְשמֹות כב:ל(.… ֶכֶלב תַּ ָשֶדה ְטֵרָפה לֺא תֺאֵכלּו לַּ ּוָבָשר בַּ  
 ...and meat in the field that has been torn, you shall not eat 
it; you shall throw it to the dogs. 
ִש״י   that questions why dogs were ְמִכיְלָתא quotes the רַּ
singled out for reward by being given ְטֵרָפה meat. The ְמִכיְלָתא 
explains that this is to teach us an important lesson: ד׳ does not 
deprive any creature of its deserved reward. ד׳ held back the dogs 
from their natural desire to bark during ת ְבכֹורֹות כַּ ּוְלֺכל ְבֵני  as it says ,מַּ
ץ ֶכֶלב ְלשֹונֹו  a dog will not sharpen ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל And for all ,ִיְשָרֵאל לֺא ֶיֱחרַּ
its tongue (ְשמֹות יא:ז), therefore ד׳ showed gratitude and 
commanded, “Give him his reward!”   
 A dog, which is not a ל ְבִחיָרה עַּ  and does not have a choice) בַּ
in the matter), is rewarded forever for the pain it had for being forced 
to control its instincts. Imagine how precious it is to ד׳, and how great 
the reward will be, when a person, who is a ל ְבִחיָרה עַּ  is able to ,בַּ
control his natural emotions — ְלֵשם ד׳! 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 One ֻסכֹות, R’ Nosson Zvi Finkel’s ״ל צַּ  son R’ Moshe, a זַּ
beloved ִגיד ִשעּור ִים lay deathly ill in a ,ֶחְברֹון ְיִשיָבה in מַּ  .hospital ְירּוָשלַּ
ִים in ֻסכֹות stayed that ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי  to monitor his progress. During ְירּוָשלַּ
מֹוֵעד  the young R’ Moshe took a turn for the worse and was ,חֹול הַּ
ְלִמיִדים s’ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי .ִנְפָטר  avoided delivering the bad news, and called תַּ
Dr. Borstein, a former ְלִמיד  for ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי of Slabodka, to remain near תַּ
fear of his reaction. 
 Sensing that something was amiss, ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי asked to visit 
his son. When he saw his ְלִמיִדים  avoiding his request, he realized תַּ
what had happened. He immediately opened a ֻשְלָחן ָערּוְך to  ִהְלכֹות יֹום
 found it ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי .to determine whether crying was forbidden טֹוב
difficult to clarify the ֲהָלָכה, and turned instead to Dr. Borstein. “From 
a medical standpoint and from the standpoint of ת יֹום טֹוב  he ”,ִשְמחַּ
asked, “is crying permitted?” 

 The doctor checked his pulse and decided it was medically 
better not to cry, so ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי held himself back from crying. 
 On  the  way  to  the  hospital,  he  burst  into  tears  for  a 
moment, and then regained his composure. Waiting for the ְלָוָיה to 
start out, he sat in the hospital courtyard and received the  ְגדֹוֵלי
ִים  .as if nothing had happened ְירּוָשלַּ
 After returning to ֶחְברֹון, he continued to rejoice in  ת ִשְמחַּ
 Seeing that his wife and widowed daughter-in-law were .יֹום טֹוב
taking it very hard, he tried various means to comfort them. He went 
to his daughter-in-law and recounted to her the episode in the ְגָמָרא 
about ִקיָבא  .ר׳ ִשְמעֹון ,who lost his beloved son ,ר׳ עַּ
 “At the ִקיָבא ,ְלָוָיה  spoke before the crowd that had ר׳ עַּ
come to pay their last respects. He said, ‘ְמָתִני  You have comforted ,ִנחַּ
me, for you have gathered here to honor the תֹוָרה, and in doing so, 
each one of you is doing a great ִמְצָוה. Now I know that my son has a 
share in ָבא  ,We ’.ִצבּור for he has brought about a merit for the ,עֹוָלם הַּ
too, are in a position like ִקיָבא  from the ֶנָחָמה and we should draw ,ר׳ עַּ
fact that a large crowd came to the ְלָוָיה, for this shows that he was a 
great man who brought about a merit for the ִצבּור, and he has a 
share in ָבא  ”.עֹוָלם הַּ
ת תֹוָרה   .ְיִשיָבה arrived. A cloud of sadness hung over the ִשְמחַּ
Suddenly, ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי arose. He began to sing “ָברּוְך ֱאֺלֵקינּו” until the 
gaiety of the ִנגּון caught on. The ִצבּור reacted in an equally positive 
way, and an atmosphere of ִשְמָחה prevailed throughout the day.  
 Towards ְשִקיָעה, twilight, ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי asked several times what 
time it was. As soon as night fell, ֲעִריב  was begun. The moment מַּ
ְבָדָלה  burst into weeping that continued for two ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי ,was over הַּ
hours. 
 It is no wonder that his ֶרִבי, R’ Simcha Zissel Ziv ״ל צַּ  from ,זַּ
Kelm, said about ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי, “… Would that part of his lot [in ָבא  [עֹוָלם הַּ
were mine!”  

Adapted from: Sparks of Mussar - R’ C.E. Zaitchik (with kind permission from Feldheim) 

 There is a ִמְנָהג on the ָבת  of every Jewish רֺאש חֹוֶדש before שַׁ
month (except ִתְשֵרי) to recite a special ְתִפָלה to bless the 
upcoming month and inform the עֹוָלם which day(s) will be 

  .רֺאש חֹוֶדש
 The ִמְנָהג is for the עֹוָלם to stand during this ְתִפָלה, which is 

similar to ֺחֶדש   .(which was performed while standing) ִקּדּוש הַׁ

ָמא:  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ת ַהחֶדשׁש  ְרּכַ ּבִ

Halacha 
Corner

3rd International Pirchei שובבים Contest

Dear Talmid, 
 A young ָיתֹום, orphan, related his 
experience shortly after his ר ִמְצָוה  in 1950. He בַּ
was sent to ת קֹול ּתֹוָרה  and on the first ְיִשיבַּ
Friday night he attended a tisch of  ר׳ ִיְשָרֵאל
״ל צַּ ר זַּ ִבי the Gerrer ,ַאְלּתֶּ   .רֶּ
 "The ִבי  entered, hands clasped רֶּ
behind  his  back  like  a  general.  The  crowd 
parted, allowing him to pass. As he walked by, 
he looked at me, and his gaze was riveting. And 
there I was, in short pants, with a beret on my 
head … To my complete surprise, I heard my 
name called out: ‘Srul Mayer, son of the ָרב of 
Piotrkow.’ …  ַּע  Kleinlehrer, a friend from ְיהֹושֻׁ
ִבי said I must go to the ,קֹול ּתֹוָרה  s table. I’רֶּ
asked him what I should do.  ַּע  explained ְיהֹושֻׁ
the details calmly and clearly.  
 "‘You see those steps where the אי בַּ  גַּ

is standing? Go up those three steps and look 
toward the table where the ִבי  is sitting. They’ll רֶּ
give you a small cup of wine in one hand and a 
slice of apple in the other. You say, "!ִיים  and "ְלחַּ
the ִבי ִיים!" ,will answer you רֶּ  It is a great "ְלחַּ
  … !ָכבֹוד honor!’ … It was a great ,ָכבֹוד
 "I was taken to meet the ִבי  … גּור of רֶּ
The ִבי  smiled warmly and said, ‘You were רֶּ
probably surprised to be called up at the tisch. I 
remember the name your father gave you at 
your ְבִרית in the Piotrkow shul. He said he was 
naming you ִיְשָרֵאל, after his ִבי ִבי the ,רֶּ  of רֶּ
Chortkov, ר׳ ִיְשָרֵאל Friedman, and also after his 
father-in-law from his first marriage, ר׳ ִיְשָרֵאל 
Hager, the ִבי ת ִיְשָרֵאלֲַאה of Vizhnitz, the רֶּ בַּ . 
Then he said he was also naming you ֵמִאיר, 
after his cousin ִפיָרא  of Lublin, who ר׳ ֵמִאיר שַּ

had no children. And, he added, he was naming 
you ִיְשָרֵאל ֵמִאיר after the ִיים  As your ... ָחֵפץ חַּ
father held you in his arms, he prayed to the 
 from each of — ַא פּונק — that a spark רבש״ע
those ְנָשמֹות would enter the ְנָשָמה of his child. I 
never forgot his words. When I saw you among 
the crowd … I remembered your name, after all 
this time since your ְבִרית." 
 This orphan was ר׳ ִיְשָרֵאל ֵמִאיר Lau 
ִליָט״א    .שַּ
  My ְלִמיד  ֵבית ִיְשָרֵאל the name ,ּתַּ
means "the home of ל ִיְשָרֵאל  Is there any ".ְכלַּ
better way to describe a ָגדֹול who had 
thousands of ִסיִדיםֲח , yet cared for a young 
orphan, and could share with him a personal 
memory from his loving father!      !ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך 

ִבי Your  ,ְבְיִדידּות  רֶּ
Story adapted from: על תשלח ידך אל הנער (with kind permission) 

FocusonMiddos

6th (final) week of ִמְצָוה — ׁשֹוְבִבים of ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום contest 
 To participate, boys in 1st and 2nd grade should complete the ָפָרָׁשה until 3 ,ֵׁשִניrd grade until 4 ,ְׁשִליִׁשיth grade until 5 ,ְרִביִעיth grade until 6 ,ֲחִמיִׁשיth 
grade until 7 ,ִׁשִׁשיth and 8th grades complete the ָפָרָׁשה. Participants will be entered in a raffle for a set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים and the weekly winner will also 
receive a set of חּוָמִׁשים with the פירוש of מעט צרי (an explanation of the ַתְרּגּום in ָלׁשֹון ַהקֹוֶדׁש). Please send a fax to 718 506 9633 by Sunday at 7:00 p.m.). The 
current contestants:  
Grade 1 – Mordechai Nass, The Cheder; Yitzchak Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Chaim Aschendoff, Michael Babazadeh, Chaim Bash, Shuey Berger, 
Avrohom Dovid Blum, Shimon Brach, Levi Brecher, Eli Brody, Daniel Bruck, Ephraim Cohen, Moshe Cywiak, Yisroel Drillik, Yonatan Dovid, Simcha Fireworker, 
Binyomin Zev Florans, Avi Goldbord, Nachi Goldstein, Shlomo Gross, Avi Grossberger, Zevi Hirsch, Aharon Itzkowitz, Chagai Jaapon, Sruli Kagan, Sruli Krieger, Yair 
Lasry, Chaim Lederer, Elchonon Lorber, Zevi Markowitz, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, Yonason Moradi, Effie Neuman, Nisson Noviko, Avromi Perl, Dovid Pomerantz, 
Shlomo Zalman Salgo, Zevy Schilit, Yitzchak Schlaff, Mordechai Slomovics, Mendy Sokel, Eliyahu Stern, Eli Steur, Bentzi Stroh, David Tepfer, Dovid Tessler, Tzvi 
Treuhaft, Avrohom Vaiselberg, Nesanel Vaiselberg, Avi Weiss, Moshe Wertzberger, Dovid Willamowsky, Dovi Worenklein, Nosson Yaiche, Chaim Zahler, Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Boruch Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda Tessler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Moshe Lasar, 
Yeshiva Shaare Tzion, Piscataway Township, NJ; Yerachmiel Rothenberg, Clifton Cheder, Clifton, NJ; Mordechai Dovid Goldberg, Yeshivas Ohr HaTorah; Zev 
Cohen, Chatzkel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Refoel Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic; Dovid Rabinowitz, Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ; 
Shlomo Zalman Zigun, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah,  Wickliffe, OH.  Grade 2 – Gavriel Mahperi, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Meir Benhamo, Pinchas Bookson, Moshe 
Dahan, Daniel Friedman, Ari Goldman, Nachmi Herzberg, Eliyahu Jakubovic, Moshe Eliezer Kahan, Shimon Kaufman, Avrumi Kupczyk, David Mordechai, Yehuda 
Obermeister, Gavriel Orzel, Daniel Shilman, Hillel Suliman-Zada, Zev Yankovich, Yisroel Yefet, Moishe Zimmerman, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Nesanel Yehuda 
Keller, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Yisroel Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin; Rephael Shmuel Kaikov, Chaim Shain,  Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst;  Shmuel Baumann, 
Moshe Bentzion Blum, Moshe Brachfeld, Shlomo Czeisler, Yisroel Yakov Feiger, Shlomo Fettman, Shimi Fireworker, Dovid Friedman, Aharon Yeshaya Gifter, Yossi 
Gray, Shmuel Haas, Yisrael Yehuda Haas, Shmuel Hirsch, Aharon Horowitz,  Isser Zalman Itzkowitz,  Zisha Katzenstein,  Shaya Landau,  Avrohom Zev Levitin,  
Akiva Lieberman,   Boruch Leib Mandel,   Aharon Mehlman,   Motti Neuman,   Ahron Oberlander,   Shia Ostreicher,   Shlomo Reichman,   Yosef Reisman,   Dovid 
Rubinstein, Kalman Rubinstein, Shmuel Schreiber, Simcha Shapiro, Mayer Baruch Slomovics, Tzvi Eli Stern, Hillel Travitsky, Eliezer Weinberger, Yaakov Weiss, Sruli 
Yifat, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Aryeh Kohl, Yeshiva Degel Hatorah, Spring Valley, NY; Avromi Atlas, Binyamin Kroll, Yeshivas Torah Institute, 
Baltimore, MD; Chatzkel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Mordechai Shlomo Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic, Passiac, NJ; Yossi Scherer, Cincinnati 
Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Chaim Feifer, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Wickliffe, OH. Grade 3 – Meir Nass, Nesanel Neuhaus, The Cheder;  Eliyohu Helberg,  
Tiferes Elimelech; Chaim Auerbach, Ezra Chertok, Raphi Koshanfar, Dovi Lerner, Zevi Melcer, Tzvi Muller, Matan Verschleiser,  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yissachar 
Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe Fastag, Avrohom Meir Fried, Zalmi Friedman, Daniel Gershbaum, Yehoshua Gershbaum, Moshe Shmuel Guttman, 
Mendy Herbstman, Moshe Koritz, Ari Korsinsky, Yossi Lapidus, Yerachmiel Lasker, Dovy Levy, Yakov Perl, Shmueli Schachter, Dovi Werner, Yitzy Yaiche, Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yehoshua Yoel Aharon, Shmuel Wind, Tani Wind, Yeshiva of South Shore, Woodmere, NY; Yaakov Mordechai Shacham, Clifton 
Cheder, Clifton, NJ; Baruch Berger, Gedalya Charish, Mordechai Shaul David, Michel Fishman, Nosson Gugenheimer, Refael Shmuel Hertz, Dovid Herzig, Dovid 
Yehuda Jacobowitz, Dov Karfiol, Naftali Laupidot, Yisroel Meir Moldaver, Baruch Sher, Eliyahu Slomovits, Yossi Steinberg, Yeshiva Toras Aron, Lakewood, NJ; 
Yehuda Leib Solomon, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH. Grade 4 – Yonah Fogel, Moshe Boruch Mahpour, Rafi Mordechai, Avrohom Rosenberg, Falik 
Shedrowitzky, Alex Tusher, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Dovid Zazulia, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Boruch Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin; Shlomo Moshayev, Yeshiva of 
Brooklyn; Yosef Friedman, Eli Weichselbaum, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga;  Eliyahu Berger,  Moshe Blum,  Yaakov Czeisler,  Chaim Davis,  Adiel Duchovny,  Dovid Egri,  
Dovy Einhorn,  Daniel Farkas,  Shmully Frank,  Ari Gray, Avrumie Hellmann, Ahron Yehuda Herbstman, Shuey Lang, Yechiel Ledereich, Bentzy Leshem, Refael 
Oberlander, Dovid Rubinstein, Yaakov Schonbrun, Yaakov Schwartzmer, Yakov Shienerman, Aryeh Leib Silberberg, Mayer Slamowics, Yoni Solomon, Eliezer 
Speiser, Avi Stahl, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Chaim Simcha Grossman, Avrohom Kaufman, Asher Yeshaya Knopfler, Yishaya Litt, Yehoshua Perecman, 
Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda Dear, Eliyahu Derman, Yitzy Eisenstein, Yehoshua Eisner, Shmuel Feuer, Ephraim Frankel, 
Zevi Gelbtuch, Avraham Gelman, Chaim Goldfarb, Yitzchok Chaim Gunsberg, Moshe Hollander, Yoni Klein, Binyomin Levine, Moshe Sicker, Tzvi Steif, Gamliel 
Mordechai Sternberg, Menachem Taub, Yonatan Waintraub, Dovid Weissmandl, Daniel Zimerman, Shimi Zweig, Yeshiva of Spring Valley, Monsey, NY; Nesanel 
Yitzchok Adler,  Boruch Yaakov Alter,  Shua Cardash,  Yair Eliyahu,  Aharon Fox,  Nosson Tzvi Friedman,  Akiva Glenner,  Asher Gutkin,  Yitzy Jaeger,  Henoch 
Montrose, Yaakov Meir Polstein, Yaakov Prawer, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Yaakov Abrahams, Sholom Dovid Behmanesh,  Lev Ehsanipoor, Akiva Elman,  
Menashe Guttenberg,  Yoel Hettleman,  Chaim Levi,  Yissacher Lieder, Moshe Ribakow, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim, Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Rothenberg, Clifton 
Cheder,  Clifton, NJ;  Mordechai Meir Heinemann, Tzvi Yehuda Heinemann,  Yeshiva Orchos Chaim;  Ezra Kassin, Michoel Aron Levy,  Yeshiva Bais HaTorah, 
Lakewood, NJ;  Cobi Scherer,  Yonason Singer,  Eliezer Teitelbaum,  Cincinnati Hebrew Day School;  Cincinnati, OH;  Yaakov Faintuch,  Shalom Yosef Goldman, 
Shlomo Goldman, Chaim Joseph, Michoel Yuspeh, Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; Cleveland, OH;  Simcha Levovitz, Yeshiva Derech HaTorah, Wickliffe, OH; 
Sholom Benyominson, Yitzchok Karp, Shlomo Lapin, Yosef Purec, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Aron Shlomo Davis, Yecheskel Feld, Kesser 
Torah; Gateshead, UK. Grade 5 – Mordechai Kaplan, Eliyahu Nass, The Cheder; Mordechai Dovid Beylus, Moshe Gelb, Shmuel Gorbulsky, Eliezer Halberstam, 
Zevi Hershkowitz, Menachem Manis Lang, Eytan Weisz, Shmuel Chaim Yomtov, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yitzchok Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Aharon 
Fried, Aharon Harel, Chanoch Harel, Dovid Hirsch, Moshe Simcha Itzkowitz, Yitzi Lang,  Avromy Leshkowitz,  Tzvi Elimelech Levitin,  Shuli Lowy,  Michoel Minzer,  
Yitzy Minzer, Shmuel Pearlman, Aharon Plotsker, Yehuda Travitsky, Noam Zarinmanesh, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Yaakov Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; 
Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Noach Aryeh Schechter, Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY;; Ari Wind, Yeshiva of 
South Shore, Woodmere, NY; Duvid Unger, Yeshiva Ohr Boruch D’Veitzen; Chicago, IL; Chaim Markowitz, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Yossie Atlas, Dov Belsky, 
Yehuda Chaifetz, Menashe Moshe Hack, Reuven Kleiner, Tzvi Linzer, Sruly Lurie, Yehoshua Oratz,  Meir Simcha Paige,  Levi Yitzchak Salazar,  Binyomin Statfeld,  
Aryeh Leib Stein, Chaim Steinhardt, Yoni Zeiger, Yeshivas Torah Institute; Baltimore, MD; Yaakov Hazan, Yeshiva Toras Zev; Chaim Yeruchem Cohen, Chaim 
Shmuel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Menachem Greenfeld, Yitzy Jacknin, Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ; Shalom Betzalel Borenstein, 
Ephraim Dick,  Yehuda Leib Mandel,  Yonason Simon,  Naftoli Stoll,  Yeshiva Derech Hatorah,  Cleveland, OH;  Levi Minkin,  Providence Hebrew Day School; 
Providence, RI. Grade 6 – Mendel Kahn, Ruach Chaim; Eliyohu Falik, The Cheder; Nuta Sholom Hamel, Binyomin Zev Helberg, Tiferes Elimelech; Nissim Harari-
Raful, Refael Shabtai, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe Levy, Shmuel Eliyohu Shain, Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Aryeh Brachfeld, Avrumi Davidoff, Mordechai 
Davidoff, Zev Lapidoth, Shimon Stahl, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Mayer Ozer Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Yehuda Kaufman, Fallsburg Cheder 
School,  Fallsburg, NY;  Shmuel Yankelewitz, Yeshiva Darchei Torah;  Far Rockaway, NY;  Naftali Grumet, Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island;  Inwood, NY;  Shmuel 
Grossman, Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Yehuda Anteby, Shlomo Mayer Davidson, Yechezkel Friedman, Meir Kallner, Dovid Katz, Moishe Rothstein, 
Shloime Sauer,  Yeshiva Beth Mikroh,  Monsey, NY;  Avrohom Dovid Eichenstein, Binyomin Feldman, Zev Frank, Yosef Chaim Gholian, Asher Goldberg, Boruch 
Meiselman, Nachi Meyers, Dovid Mintz, Srully Solloff, Avrohom C. Sopher, Yisroel Meir Tendler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Meir Kassin, 
Yaakov M. Levy,  Yeshiva Bais HaTorah;  Moshe Heinemann,  Yeshiva Orchos Chaim;  Refael Hazan,  Yeshiva Toras Zev;  Lakewood, NJ;  Yehoshua Ottensoser, 
Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Cleveland, OH; Yehoshua Hack, Aharon Eliezer Karp, Shmuel 
Rosenthal, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Dovi Steinhaus, Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK.  Grade 7  –  Yitzchok Deitel,  Yosef Chaim Gold,  Akiva 
Herman,  Avrohom Yaakov Kaplan,  Yaakov Katz,  Mendel Kurinets,  Gavriel Mirkin,  Moishy Orange, Yitzy Pearl, Nosson Schloss, Elazar Shimonovich, Nathan 
Spitzer, Shaya Szanzer, Yeshaya Dovid Wallerstein, Dovid Zlotnick, Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana; Eitan Brown, Yosef Chaim Gutman, Moshe Yaakov Herskovic, David 
Kapetas, Zevi Leibler, Akiva Merl, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan, Mendy Reiss, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin;  Sholom Aaron Meller,  Yeshiva Ketana of 
Bensonhurst; Refael Yitzchok Friedman, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga;  Yedidya Grant, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Aryeh L. Perecman, Fallsburg Cheder School, 
Fallsburg, NY; Gavriel Akerib, Yeshiva of Spring Valley, Monsey, NY; Reuven Kassin, Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Shmuel Pitterman, Yeshiva Toras Aron;  Lakewood, NJ;  
Binyomin Elimelech Gutlove, Yeshiva M’kor Baruch;  Passiac, NJ;  Binyomin Zev Lasar, Yeshiva Shaare Tzion,  Piscataway Township, NJ;  Mordechai Scherer, 
Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Mordechai Bielory, Chaim Golden, Shimon Kapilevich,  Yisroel Mordechai Karp,  Ezra Minkin,  Providence Hebrew 
Day School;  Providence, RI;  Menachem Posen,  Mechina L’yeshiva;  Gateshead, UK; Mordechai Tsvi Abenson, Shimon Adler, Yitsy Bamberger, Efraim Eckstein, 
Benzion Englard, Binyomin Goldman, Tovia Leiberman, Dovid Leitner, Binyomin Levin, Yankele Levin, Pinchos Levkovits, Shmuli Prijs, Aron Tsvi Saunders, Beis 
Hatalmud;  Manchester, UK.  Grade 8  –  Chaim Eli Shain,  Ruach Chaim;  Yehuda Auerbach,  Eli Feuchtwanger,  Gershom Gorbulsky,  Naftali Hollander,  Leiby 
Mutterperl, Yeshurin Sorscher, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yehuda Mosak, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Daniel Gross, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Menachem 
Levitansky, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Boruch Gedalya Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua Reidler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, 
Baltimore, MD; Azriel Yudkowsky, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI. 
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It was a long summer Shabbos afternoon 
in England. R’ Meir Tzvi Ehrentreu was in 

shul learning Pirkei Avos.

This Rabbeinu Yonah on 
‘Kol shemaasov merubin...’ is so 

fundamental! He says that accepting on 
myself to fulfill mitzvos, even without 

knowing the halachah, is as if I have 
already been mekabel all the mitzvos!

Shlome 
Zalman, now 

you’re “It”! You 
can’t catch me...

ו‘ אלול  2000 - 1930  5760 - 5690

R’ Meir Tzvi Ehrentreu was born in Frankfurt, Germany, to R’ Yisrael and Bluma Ehrentreu. 
He moved to England as a bochur. He learned in R’ Moshe Schneider’s Yeshiva in London 
and then later in Gateshead Yeshivah. He married Esther, the daughter of R’ Yehudah Zev 
Segal, the Manchester Rosh Yeshivah. After his marriage he became a maggid shiur in 
the Yeshivah. He was a beloved rebbi and could quote verbatim from anywhere in Shas, 
Midrash, Rishonim and Acharonim. When R’ Yitzchak Yaakov Weiss, zt”l, left Manchester 
to become Raavad of the Eida Chareidis, he told the community that he had left them 
Reb Meir Tzvi, who should be relied upon in any halachic matter. His gadlus in Torah was 
surpassed only by his yiras Shamayim, humility and beautiful middos. He is buried next to 

his famous father-in-law, R’ Yehudah Zev Segal, zt”l.

After examining the damage, R’ Meir 
Tzvi turned to his son:

Tatty!

Don’t worry… I know you must 
be so upset about what happened. 
It’s OK - don’t be nervous. Shlome 

Zalman is going to be fine, and he is 
moichel you. Are you all right?

It looks OK. Shh… 
there, there, don’t 
cry. Where is your 

friend Itzy?
He’s 

outside...

Ouch! I’m 
bleeding! ... 

You broke my 
tooth!

Oy, Shlome 
Zalman, what 

happened? Here, take 
my handkerchief...

Oy, vey! wait here. 
I’ll be back in a few 

minutes.

Itzy tripped me!  
He ... he... broke my 

tooth!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ִמי  ת עַּ ה אֶּ ְלוֶּ ף תַּ סֶּ )ְשמֹות כב:כד( … ִאם כֶּ  
 When you lend money to My people…  
 Did you know that the ִחּנּוְך had the custom to divide  ת שַּ רָּ פָּ
ִטים ִשּיֹות into two ִמְשפָּ רָּ ה The second ?פָּ שָּ רָּ ִאם  began from the words פָּ
ף סֶּ ה and that is what it was called. The ,כֶּ שָּ רָּ ף of פָּ סֶּ  was read when ִאם כֶּ
a leap year had 29 תֹות בָּ ח and סּוכֹות between שַּ סַּ  Depending on the .פֶּ
day the year begins, a leap year usually has 28 תֹות בָּ ת  This split in .שַּ שַּ רָּ פָּ
ִטים ג was the ִמְשפָּ ג of Barcelona. [The prevailing ִמְנהָּ  in most ִמְנהָּ
communities today when there are 29 תֹות בָּ ח and סּוכֹות between שַּ סַּ  פֶּ
is to add ת ַאֲחֵרי מֹות שַּ רָּ ח before פָּ סַּ  [.פֶּ
 One possible reason for creating a ה שָּ רָּ  to begin with the פָּ
ה ה of ִמְצוָּ קָּ ד is to show the importance of ְצדָּ סֶּ  This is based on the .חֶּ
teaching of אי א יד.) ר׳ ִשְמלַּ ה that the (יּומָּ ד starts with תֹורָּ סֶּ  ד׳ when) חֶּ
made clothing for ם ה and ָאדָּ וָּ ד and ends with (חַּ סֶּ  buried ד׳ when) חֶּ
ה נֶּה ,as it says — (ֺמשֶּ ד ִיבָּ סֶּ ם חֶּ ְתִהִלים ) the world is built on kindness ,עֹולָּ
 .(פט:ג

ִני( ָאה ֶלעָׁ ה סו: ִמְצַות ַהְלוָׁ ה )ִמְצוָׁ י ַהִמְצוָׁ שֵׁ רָׁ  ִמשָׁ
    The ִחּנּוְך explains that ד׳ gave us this ה  to train us in the ִמְצוָּ
special ה ֲחִמים trait, of kindness and ,ִמדָּ  showing compassion. The ,רַּ
ה gave us this ד׳ :applies a concept that he often repeats ִחּנּוְך  so ִמְצוָּ
that we condition our body to these beautiful traits in order to become 
worthy of receiving more of ד׳’s goodness.  
 The ִחּנּוְך proves his point by explaining that in reality ד׳ does 
not need us to do kindness to the poor. The reason He gave us the 

opportunity to be His messenger is to accustom us to do acts of kind-
ness. The ִחּנּוְך continues with another reason but then ends off with an 
explanation on the א רָּ א י.) ְגמָּ ְתרָּ א בַּ בָּ  .that is based on his first reason (בָּ
 The א רָּ א י.) ְגמָּ ְתרָּ א בַּ בָּ ם tells of a heretic who asked a (בָּ כָּ  If“ ,חָּ
 loves poor people, why does He not provide for them Himself?” The ד׳
ם כָּ  explains the ִחּנּוְך answered, “In order to give us merit!” The חָּ
answer of the ם כָּ ה gave us this ד׳ :חָּ  so that we will have the merit ִמְצוָּ
to deserve more ה כָּ   .ְברָּ

א( רּוק ַמשָׁ ה פ: פֵׁ ה )ִמְצוָׁ י ַהִמְצוָׁ שֵׁ רָׁ  ִמשָׁ
 The ִחּנּוְך teaches that this ה א of ִמְצוָּ שָּ  to help remove ,ֵפרּוק מַּ
a burden, is also to train us in having compassion even towards ani-
mals. This is learned from ֲעֺזב ֺזב תַּ  you shall help ,)ְשמֹות כג:ה( עָּ
repeatedly. The ִחּנּוְך translates ֺזב ִם as related to עָּ לַּ ְזבּו ְירּושָּ עַּ ּיַּ  and they ,וַּ
fortified Jerusalem (ְמיָּה ג:ח  A person has to sometimes strengthen .(ְנחֶּ
himself and remain firm when performing this ה רּוְך .ִמְצוָּ  ר׳ ֵאִלּיָּהּו בָּ
Finkel ״ל צַּ ְרגּום אּוְנְקלּוס notes an interesting זַּ  that also explains this תַּ
ְרגּום The .ִחּנּוְך ֲעֺזב translates תַּ ֺזב תַּ ְך ֲעלֹוִהי as עָּ ה ִדְבִלבָּ ק ִתְשבֹוק מָּ  let ,ִמְשבַּ
go of any hatred you have on your heart (lit. throw away what is sitting 
in your heart) before performing the ה   .ִמְצוָּ
 The ה  is teaching us how to assist another person in the תֹורָּ
ה  commanded us ד׳ way. It is not enough to help someone because תֹורָּ
to do a ד סֶּ ה The main .חֶּ ה ingredient of the תֹורָּ ד of ִמְצוָּ סֶּ  is doing the חֶּ
ה    .with a compassionate heart and with love towards a fellow Jew ִמְצוָּ

Adapted from: ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע 

ר ַזַצ״ל תֶּ ָרֵאל ַאלְׂ ת(  3rd son of ,ר׳ ִישְׂ ֵרי ֱאמֶּ ַכי )ִאמְׂ דְׂ ָרָהם ָמרְׂ ר׳ ַאבְׂ
הּוִדית ַחָיה רָאדעֶּ יְׂ  was born in Góra Kalwaria, Poland. He ,וְׂ
learned under his grandfather, ֵיה ֵלײּב ַזַצ״ל הּוָדה ַארְׂ  the) ר׳ יְׂ

ת ַפת ֱאמֶּ  He married .ִעּלּוי until age 10, and was already recognized as an ,(שְׂ
his cousin, ַחָיה ָשָרה, in 1910. In 1940, the ת ֵרי ֱאמֶּ ָרֵאל escaped to ִאמְׂ ץ ִישְׂ רֶּ  אֶּ
along with his sons, ָרֵאל ָרֵאל) ר׳ ִישְׂ ָחה ּבּוִנים ,(ֵּבית ִישְׂ ָחה) ר׳ ִשמְׂ ר׳  and (ֵלב ִשמְׂ
ַנֵחם ָחס מְׂ ַנֵחם) ִפינְׂ ֵני מְׂ ָרֵאל .(פְׂ  He .הי״ד ,s wife and children perished’ר׳ ִישְׂ
remarried in 1948 to רל  Weinfeld. He assumed the mantle of leadership פעֶּ
after his father's ִטיָרה  For the next 29 years, with his caring, brilliance and .פְׂ
טּות ה he was ,ַפשְׂ  and was a major force in the ֲחִסידּות to rebuild Gerrer זֹוכֶּ
דֹוֵלי ַהתֹוָרה ת גְׂ צֶּ  .מֹועֶּ

 ב׳ אדר
5655 — 5737 
1894 — 1977 

ֵתר ַזַצ״ל ָרֵאל ַאלְׂ ֵבית ) the 4th Gerrer Rebbe ,ר׳ ִישְׂ
ָרֵאל  was known for the way he managed to ,(ִישְׂ
find sick and/or needy people. He would visit 
them  at  odd  times  of  the  day  or  night, 
leaving behind clothing, money, and food. 
He also traveled to meet ָרֵאל דֹוֵלי ִישְׂ  late at גְׂ
night  or  early  in  the  morning.  He  once 
arranged  a  4:00  a.m.  meeting  with  the 
Klausenburger ֶרִבי. On the way, he noticed a 
car that was stuck, and asked his driver to 
stop. The ֶרִבי got out to help. Upon returning,  ר׳
ָרֵאל כּות remarked, “It is a special ִישְׂ  to carry out זְׂ
ִמילּות ֶחֶסד  a kind deed, for a fellow Jew who does not ,גְׂ
recognize you!”  

TorahThoughts

In honor of Yosef Berman
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 96a) asks: if someone borrowed an ox, 
not to work with it, but for the sole purpose of appearing wealthy, 
do the normal liabilities associated with a ktua (borrower) apply 
to him ? Is a borrower liable simply because he has borrowed an 
object of value, or is his liability dependent upon the benefit he 
extracts from it, which does not exist in such a case ? The 
question is not resolved, and the Shulchan Aruch (n”uj 346:10) 
rules therefore, that such a borrower is exempt. The Ketzos 
(72:34) states that if one borrowed a Sefer, he should also be 
exempt from liability since a Sefer is used to perform a mitzvah, 
and there is a rule that ub,b ,ubvhk utk ,uumn - mitzvos are not 
deemed available for benefit. If one cannot benefit from a 
mitzvah, then he should not be liable if something happens to the 
object he is performing the mitzvah with. The Nesivos points out 
that the TaZ (s”uh 221:13) makes an exception for Torah study, 
considering the pleasure that one experiences from Torah study as 
physical benefit, similar to the physical benefit one enjoys when 
eating matzoh or Korbanos. However, the Ketzos disagrees, 
characterizing the pleasure one derives from Torah study as 
spiritual benefit, rather than physical. Since there is a Machlokes 
between the Poskim on this issue, one who borrowed a Sefer and 
lost it could relieve himself of liability by saying that he holds 
like the Ketzos. As such, R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein advises Shul 
Gabbaim to refrain from lending a Sefer Torah to a Beis Aveil 
without clear permission from the owner of the Sefer Torah, 
since, if something happens to it while in the possession of the 
borrower, the owner might not have any recourse.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
As between two mourners, each of which wishes to daven for the 
Amud or say an exclusive Kadish, when would the manner of 
their parent’s death, i.e. natural or violent, determine precedence ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May one wear Rabbeinu Tam Tefillin according to Rabbeinu Tam’s vghea ?)  
Although one may not “shop” for Halachic opinions that are to 
his liking, one need not always side with the same Posek if there 
are 2 different issues being argued. Thus, one may say hk ohe like 
one Posek for one issue, and like another for a different issue. 
(Chacham Tzvi 169) As such, if one conducts himself like the 
Geonim regarding Shkiyah (one issue), that is not abrogated by 
his wearing of Rabbeinu Tam Tefillin (a second issue), which he 
should not wear after the Shkiyah that he goes by generally.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
It is a mitzvah to enhance the Rosh Chodesh meal, as Rosh 
Chodesh is listed under Yom Tov and days of rejoicing. Also, 
whatever one spends to celebrate Rosh Chodesh is separate from 
the allocation of income made annually on Rosh HaShanah. The 
same applies to gifts traditionally given to the Melamdim by their 
students on Rosh Chodesh, to which the rule uk ihphxun ;hxunv kf 
applies. (Kaf HaChaim j”ut 419:1) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Kidushin 32a) states that R Huna tore some silk 
clothing in front of his son Rabba, to see if Rabba would become 
angry. The Gemara asks: if Rabba had gotten angry [at his father]  
would not R’ Huna have transgressed kuafn i,, tk rug hbpk ? The 
Gemara answers that R’ Huna had previously waived Rabba’s 
Kavod obligation to him. However, from the Gemara’s question it 
seems that rug hbpk would have been transgressed only if Rabba 
had actually gotten angry. Why wasn’t rug hbpk transgressed when 
the “stumbling block” was placed, even if no aveirah 
subsequently occurred ? The Har Tzvi (s”uh 124) suggests that  
sometimes, such as here, the person placing the kuafn is confident 
that the aveirah will not occur. In such a case, rug hbpk will only be 
transgressed if he is wrong, and the aveirah does occur. If 
however there is no indication that a test is being conducted, then 
rug hbpk is transgressed immediately. Would this apply to oneself 
as well ? The Gemara (Avodah Zara 20b) derives from the Posuk: 
gr rcs kfn ,rnabu that one should not think impure thoughts as 
they may lead one to sin. Does one violate this commandment 
with his thoughts regardless of whether he is led to sin from them, 
or only if he does actually sin ?  The MaHarsha cites the Gemara 
(Bava Metzia 44a) which derives from gap rcs kf kg that a 
Shomer who only intends to misappropriate the item he is 
entrusted with, can already be held liable for whatever happens to 
it, from the moment of his intention. Rashi explains that he must 
verbalize his intention, in front of witnesses. As such, his 
intention is not merely a thought, but is a verbal expression, and 
since ruchs never includes vcajn, perhaps gr rcs kfn ,rnabu is 
transgressed only with something verbal as well. The Har Tzvi 
suggests that gr rcs kfn ,rnabu is a general obligation to distance 
oneself from anything that could lead to gr rcs. Since one can be 
led to a gr rcs by speaking or by thinking thoughts, both are 
included in the warning. It is different from a situation where the 
form of the ruxht is one of speech, such as rcs rcsu lmpj tumnn 
which prohibits speaking of weekday matters on Shabbos. There, 
since ruchs does not include vcajn, thoughts would be permitted. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Rav Yisroel Yaakov Fisher was approached by a young boy who had a 
very good question to ask on the Gemara that his class was learning. 
Rav Fisher told him that he was very impressed with the question, and 
that he, Rav Fisher, was reminded of a similar question that also applied 
to the very same Gemara. Rav Fisher then carefully explained his 
question to the boy in simple language that he could understand. The 
young boy said that he understood the question but that he had come 
for an answer to his question first. Rav Fisher smiled and assured the 
boy that if he could come up with an answer to Rav Fisher’s question, 
then Rav Fisher would answer his question. When the boy told his 
father of his visit to Rav Fisher, his father told him that both questions 
were asked and answered by the MaHarsha and proceeded to study that 
MaHarsha with his son. When the father next met Rav Fisher, he 
thanked him for not simply answering his son’s question, but instead, 
encouraging him to study the MaHarsha and understand it himself.    
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Redlich family.  
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כי הוא כסותה לבדה הוא שמלתו “ 22:26

לערו, במה ישכב והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי 

 ”כי חנון אני

“For it is his own clothing, it is his garment for his skin 

– in what should he lie down?  So it will be that if he 

cries out to Me, I shall listen, for I am 

compassionate.”  A lender is allowed to take personal 

effects from the borrower for the loan that he gave 

to the borrower.  However, the lender must return 

them to the borrower when he needs to have them 

so that he can use them.  The Posuk says that the 

borrower may cry out to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and 

He will listen for He is compassionate.  In Posuk 22, 

the Posuk speaks about causing pain to an orphan or 

a widow, and there the Posuk uses a double Loshon 

of “צעק יצעק” – of crying out to Hashem.  There the 

Posuk does not say that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will 

listen to the screaming of the orphans and widows, 

rather it just says that Hashem will listen.  Why over 

here does the Torah only use a single Loshon of 

crying, while by orphans and widows it uses a double 

Loshon?  And why does the Torah only mention here 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, for He is 

compassionate?  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on these topics, and support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph. 

י שטייף"מהר   The – ”כי חנון אני“ 22:26 – 

Torah is telling us that this punishment for the one 

who does not follow the command of the Torah will, 

Chas V’sholom, be very harsh.  The reason is because 

it is impossible to be Meorer Rachmanus to be 

Mevatel the Gezeira when the punishment is coming 

because of Rachmanus.   

 For I am“ – ”כי חנון אני“ 22:26 - מלבים 

compassionate” teaches us that from the Midas 

Hadin, the lender can say that he has what he is 

allowed to have and does not need to return it to the 

borrower.  His obligation to allow the borrower to 

use his collateral is from compassion.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu takes everyone’s Neshama each night as a 

Mashkon, collateral, and with great compassion, 

returns it to each person in the morning.  One who 

does not act in the ways of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

through compassion, will receive a harsh punishment.   

ן"רמב   These – ”ושמעתי כי חנון אני“ 22:26 – 

words teach us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu accepts the 

Tefilos of all people, even those who are not worthy.  

The Torah is teaching us that one should not think 

that if the borrower is a Tzaddik, then the lender is 

not allowed to use the collateral, but if the borrower 

is not a Tzaddik the lender does not need to return 

the collateral, for Hakodosh Boruch Hu will not listen 

to him anyway.  The Torah tells us, that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu listens to all, and are always expected to 

let the borrower use the collateral.   

ח פלטיאל"ר  והיה כי יצעק אלי “ 22:26 – 

 When the borrower will cry out – ”ושמעתי כי חנון אני

to Hashem in Tefilah on behalf of the lender, for he 

was good to the borrower by allowing him to use the 

collateral – because of that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will 

be very good to the lender.   

והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי “ 22:26 - רבינו אפרים 

 The lender is allowed to take the – ”כי חנון אני

collateral from the borrower, and should therefore 

not receive any punishment for doing so.  

Nonetheless, Hakodosh Boruch Hu is a חנון, He is 

tremendously compassionate, and even “בחנם” – 

“for free” Hakodosh Boruch Hu listens to the cries of 

the borrower, if he cannot provide for his needs.   

והיה כי יצעק אלי “ 22:26 - רבינו יוסף בכור שור 

 Although according to the law – ”ושמעתי כי חנון אני

the lender is allowed to hold onto the collateral – 

nonetheless, Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not want the 

borrower to be in such a difficult position, where he 

cannot take care of his basic needs.  Therefore 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu says that one should act Lifnim 

Mishuras Hadin, beyond the letter of the law, and 

return the collateral to the borrower when he needs 

it.   

א"גר   You must act with – ”כי חנון אני“ 22:26 - 

Rachmanus, and give a free gift to the borrower 

(allow him to use the collateral), just as I deal with 

the entire world by giving out free gifts.   

והיה כי יצעק אלי “ 22:26 - בן יהוידע על התורה 

אניושמעתי כי חנון  ” – One must cry out regarding the 

Golus for the sake of the Kovod of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, for the Shechina is, Kevayachol, in Golus. When 

one will cry out for “אלי” – for Hashem and not for 
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himself, then “ושמעתי כי חנון אני” – I will listen to the 

cries and bring the Geulah of the world.   

“ 22:24 - מדרש יהונתן  , אם כסף תלוה את עמי

 Bava Metzia 75b says that there are – ”את העני עמך

three people who cry out to Hakodosh Boruch Hu and 

are not answered – and one of them is he who loans 

his friend money without witnesses.  It says in Mishlei 

 One who gives“ – ”מתן בסתר יכפה אף“ 21:14

anonymously, covers anger.”  “אם כסף תלוה את עמי” 

– If one loans a person money it must be done, “ את

 if -”את העני“ ,in front of witnesses.  However – ”עמי

one is giving charity, “ ךעמ ” – it should be done 

directly with him, without witnesses.   

והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי “ 22:26 - חתם סופר 

 One should not Daven the Tefilos, one – ”כי חנון אני

after another, rather he should wait until he can 

compose himself, and then Daven again.  “ואתחנן” – 

Moshe Rabbeinu was Mispalel 515 Tefilos to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  They were not all jumbled 

together, rather before each Tefilah, Moshe 

composed himself so that the Tefilah should be in a 

Loshon of תחנה (learned from the word “ואתחנן” – 

the same root word), a calm Tefilah.  When the Torah 

discusses an orphan and widow, there is a double 

Loshon of צעקה, for the Torah is telling us a Chiddush, 

that in the case of an orphan and widow, they are 

allowed to cry one right after another, for they have 

no one else in the world.  However, for others, it 

should only be one Tefilah at a time, so that the 

Tefilah can be a proper one.  “כי חנון אני” – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu will listen to the Tefilah if it is “חנון” - a 

calm and composed Tefilah.   

“ 22:26 - אדרת אליהו  כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי  והיה

 It is known that Tefilah must be done – ”כי חנון אני

with Simcha, joy.  If one is Mispalel with Simcha, then 

his Tefilos are accepted with great Rotzon.  “והיה” is a 

Loshon of Simcha, joy.  “והיה כי יצעק אלי” – If one will 

be Mispalel with Simcha, then, “ושמעתי כי חנון אני” – 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu will hear those Tefilos, for those 

are the Tefilos He desires.  On the first of Adar, (the 

first Shabbos) we read Parshas Shekalim.  It says in 

the Shulchan Aruch, “משנכנס אדר מרבים בשמחה” – 

“When Adar enters one should increase Simcha.”  All 

Mitzvos are more desired by Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

and more accepted, when they are performed with 

Simcha.  Therefore, we have the Minhag to Lain 

Parshas Shekalim at the beginning of Adar, when we 

are to be more joyous, so that this Mitzvah 

performed with joy should be more accepted and 

desired by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי “ 22:26 - פני דוד 

 Why over here does the Posuk use a single – ”חנון אני

Loshon of צעקה, while a few Pesukim earlier, in 

regards to widows and orphans, the Torah uses a 

double Loshon of צעקה?  When there is a double 

Loshon of צעקה, it refers to one crying out to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu in pain.  When there is a single 

Loshon of צעקה, it refers to one being Mispalel to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  If the Posuk here was speaking 

about crying out in pain, the words of “חנון אני” 

would not fit when speaking of pain. Additionally, it 

would not be correct for there to be anger with the 

lender, for he was legally entitled to the collateral.  

Rather, it means that because the lender graciously 

gave the collateral to the borrower when he needed 

it, the borrower was Mispalel to Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

that the lender should have only goodness for his 

good deed that he performed for the borrower.   

והיה כי יצעק אלי “ 22:26 - תורה תמימה 

 In the case of one taking – ”ושמעתי כי חנון אני

advantage of the widow or orphan, the Torah uses a 

double Loshon of צעקה and does not use the word 

 because there, the person is harming the ”,חנון“

widow or orphan which is forbidden.  There is a great 

injustice being done, and the person will need to be 

punished harshly.  In this case, where the lender has 

the collateral in the proper manner, and no wrong is 

being done, nonetheless, the Torah is telling us to go 

above and beyond and to give the collateral back to 

the borrower when needed.   

והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי “ 22:26 - העמק דבר 

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu created the world – ”כי חנון אני

with Rachamim, and He wants His world to be filled 

with Rachamim.   

והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי “ 22:26 - מטה נפתלי 

 It says in the Medrash Tanchuma that – ”כי חנון אני
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he calls out to Hakodosh Boruch Hu in complaint, and 

says, “Ribbon Ha’olam, I am a man and he is a man.  

He sleeps on his bed, and what will I sleep on?”  

Therefore, Hakodosh Boruch Hu hears his words, and 

has mercy on him.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu says that in 

this world He hears the cries of individuals and 

answers them, and in the future, He will answer 

those individuals even before they cry out.   There are 

times that a person goes to the doctor for he is in 

pain and sick, and in need of healing. The doctor does 

not give him what he wants, such as a nice, fat, juicy 

piece of meat, rather he gives him bitter medicine, 

which is truly good for him, and will heal him. There 

are times when one cries out to Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

and requests success in matters of Olam Hazeh.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu hears his cries, and if those 

requests are in fact not good for him, and may kill 

him or kill his own Neshama, then Hashem may not 

fulfill his request, and instead He will give him that 

which he needs – what is truly good for him.  This 

demonstrates true love, for one will only give that 

which is truly good for the one he loves.  There is a 

Remez to this in the Yalkut Shimoni in Tehillim 873 

(Tehillim 116:1) – “ את קולי' אהבתי כי ישמע ד ” – “I love 

Him because Hashem hears my voice – my 

supplications.”  I love Hashem for He hears my 

supplications – not that He listens to what I ask for, 

rather when I know that He is doing what is best for 

my Nefesh, even if it is not what I am asking for – but 

He hears it – He hears, and knows what I truly need.  

Now, people do not recognize what their level is and 

what is best for them.  However, in the future, when 

it will be recognizable, Hakodosh Boruch Hu will 

answer the needs of everyone even before they ask – 

all will know that what they have is best for them.   

והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי “ 22:26 - ישא ברכה 

 ,here ”והיה“ ,Why does the Torah say – ”כי חנון אני

which is a Loshon of Simcha, joy?  What joy is there 

when we seem to be discussing the pain of the poor 

person who is in dire straits, to the point that he had 

to give away that which he needs on a regular basis 

for collateral items?  The Torah is teaching us that if 

this person, who naturally would be in terrible pain 

and anguish because of his situation, but instead is 

joyous and has complete Bitachon in Hashem that 

everything will be taken care of for him, that has a 

great impact in Shomayim, and he will immediately 

receive much compassion from Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

 As the Divrei Yisroel explains the Posuk in  .חנון –

Bereishis 32:13 “ ת היטב איטיב עמךואתה אמר ” – “And 

You had said, I will surely do good with you” – means 

that one who truly has full Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, and says that everything that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu does is for good, then he will be Zoche to 

pure goodness.   

התורהבניהו על   אם כסף תלוה את “ 22:24 – 

את העני עמך, עמי ” – “When you lend money to My 

people, to the poor person who is with you.”  Mishlei 

 Giving charity saves one“ – ”וצדקה תציל ממות“ 10:2

from death.”  How could it be that money, which is 

 an inanimate object – has no life in it - could ,דומם

save a living being?  We know that bringing Korbonos 

can save oneself, because there is a living being, an 

animal, in the place of the person.  Ya’aros Devash in 

1:15 - The Posuk in Yeshaya 55:6,7 says, “ ' דרשו ד

אלקינו כי ירבה לסלוח ואל... בהמצאו ” – “Seek Hashem 

when He can be found…for He is abundantly 

forgiving.”  This can be explained based upon what it 

says in Vayikra Rabbah 3:3 – “ אף הקדוש ברוך הוא

עשירית האיפה –ואיזו זו , וויתר לנו סליחה אחת משלו ” – 

“Even Hakodosh Boruch Hu was Mevater, forewent, 

an atonement of His.  And which one is this? The 

Asiris Ha’eifah, the tenth of an Eifah.”  The Ya’aros 

Devash explains that that many think that when they 

are in the throes of a Tzarah, Chas V’sholom, to the 

extent that the one’s heart is not with him, for he is 

completely distraught, that he is exempt from Tefilah, 

from Davening to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, for Tefilah is 

 service of the heart, and it is impossible ,עבודה שבלב

for him to perform a service of heart at that time.  

However that is not true, and when one cries out to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu during a Tzarah, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu listens even more.  As Dovid Hamelech 

says in Tehillim 118:5 “ ה-ענני במרחב י מן המצר קראתי  

ה-י ” – “From the straits I called out to Hashem, and 

Hashem answered me with expansiveness.” How 
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does this work?  Man is made up of חומר ורוחני – 

material and spiritual.  So too, Avodah must have a 

Chomer and Ruchni part, to atone for the entire 

being.  Brochos 54a – “ ביצר הטוב וביצר , בשני יצריך

 One must serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu with“ – ”הרע

both of his Yetzers: His Yetzer Hatov and his Yetzer 

Hara.”  The meaning of this is that one must serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu with his Nefesh (Ruchni) and his 

Guf, (Chomer). Meforshim explain that the reason 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu accepted the Korbon of 

Hevel and not Kayin, was because a Korbon is in place 

of the person.  Just as a person has a living spirit, so 

too must the Korbon, which is taking his place.  Hevel 

brought living animals, while Kayin brought plants, 

and therefore Hevel’s was accepted while Kayin’s was 

rejected. Based on this, how can a Korbon Mincha, 

which has an Asiris Ha’eifah, a tenth of an Eifah of 

flour, be brought as a Korbon? It should be rejected 

by Hakodosh Boruch Hu, for it does not have a living 

spirit.  However, the portion of each person that is 

Ruchni is the portion of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Nidah 

31a – There are three partners in a person, and 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu provides the Neshama, the 

living spirit.  Being that it is Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s, 

He can be Mevater on His share.  That is what the 

Medrash is telling us, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

Mevater on the Asiris Ha’eifah, and although the 

Korbon does not have a living spirit, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu accepts it.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

exceedingly kind to the poor, and allows them to 

bring a Korbon – an Asiris Ha’eifah, and accepts it.  

 Do not be concerned how – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי“

giving Tzedakah or a loan to another can help a 

person when it has no living spirit, because, “ את העני

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu says that He will do the – ”עמך

same for the wealthy as he does for the poor person 

– He will accept it.  With this understanding, we can 

comprehend why Hakodosh Boruch Hu says that one 

must give a half Shekel – not more and not less.  A 

half Shekel is ten Geirah, giving a half shekel, עשרה 

האיפה עשירית is a Remez to the ,גרה  that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, in His great mercy, accepts.    

 Perhaps now we can understand why the 

Torah only uses a single Loshon of צעקה, and why the 

Torah only here speaks about the compassion of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The צעקה here is speaking 

about Tefilah.  The Torah is telling us how one can be 

Zoche to the compassion of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

One must be Mispalel in all situations of life, at all 

times.  No matter how difficult the situation, one 

must turn to Tefilah, and be Mispalel to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  The Torah is telling us how to be 

Mispalel.  One must Daven with joy in his heart.  

There are times that this may be very difficult.  

However, if one truly understands that everything 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu does is for good, then it is 

not difficult to be Mispalel with joy, knowing that 

even the situation that may look bleak, is in actuality 

good.  It is the medicine that tastes bitter, but is truly 

good for the person.  One who acts in this manner 

arouses the compassion of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and 

will be blessed with much goodness.  The one who 

sees the good, will not cry out to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu when he is in pain over a situation where articles 

he needs daily were given as collateral.  Rather, he 

will thank Hakodosh Boruch Hu for His goodness, and 

for the goodness being done for him by the lender.  

This Tefilah will be heard, and will cause there to be 

Brocha for both the lender and the borrower.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu created the world with 

compassion and we must exhibit this Midah as well.   

Parshas Shekalim speaks about each and every 

individual giving a half shekel to the Bais Hamikdash.  

Wealthy or poor, all had to give the same amount.  

The half Shekel was like the person giving himself 

over to the Mikdash.  This half Shekel, that was the 

same for all, demonstrated that all recognized that 

what one person has over another is not his own 

doing – for in fact they are all equal.  What each 

person receives, is the goodness that he needs from 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  May we be Zoche to truly 

reach this level of recognizing that everything 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu does is for the good, and to be 

Mispalel to Him at all times with great joy.   
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