
jehu /ovhkg usz rat rcsc hf ohektv kfn wv kusd hf h,gsh v,g
 ohektk ohjczu vkg van i,j ur,h(ch'th-jh)vbuntv ,uch,bc - 

     dur,h hrcsc vbvs 'ufrs ostk ohrhtn rat ohhj hjek ovc ah i,arpc vb
ukt kfc iht hf uhbpk rurc vhv tk ihhsga ubt ohtur wohvktv kfn wv kusd hfw
ov ohbu,b ovc ,uann ah ot ;t hf ihcvk khfav ,tz er ',uann oua ohkhktv
/ann ovc ihta tk kct 'ohvktv kfn kusdv tuv vwwcev hf 'vkgn ka ,uar ,j,
vbuntv hregn hrva 'xruehptu ihn rsdc vhv ihhsg vpeav v,utc ehzjva sug kfu
/,wwhav hsgkcn jf oua ihtu 'ohbp ouac uvunf ,ushjh ihtu shjh tuv vwwceva tuv
jhbv tka rjtn 'oka ihntn ur,h vhva jrfvc hf 'uyuap h"pg ohrcsv ihta ;tu
'ormh rjt kka ohfkuvv ,gsn ohrgcbv uktn vhv tku 'vscg tka vrz vsucg oua
kf ka v,uvn kg sungk arsu reju ',ntv ,t dhavk uk vhv zg iutnhm tkt
in es .na vzht uc vhv z"fc 'i,uhxptc rhfvu vtr jrfvc ifa iuhfu 'vrz vsucg
ohkufh 'ubhbpka trenv in jfun lfu rjtnu /iuakv vzc tyc,v v,njn rat esv
cuaj vhva rjtn hf 'u,bunt ,t lfzk lhtv vmgf uhrjtka cu,fv ,t arpk od
jp,xvk hsf ohkhktv kf ,t czgu 'usucf kg aj vhv tk f"pgtu ',unutv ihc stn
kg 'ushc ihghhxna kwwz ubhnfj urnt vhkga 'rvyhk tcv kkfc vz vhv 'rjcbv ogk
tkk vruvyu vrhvc vbunt hshk tuch lhtv ohhj ,ujrut usnkk iufbk van vtr if

/usckn sug iht ohektv tuv vwwcev hf ,h,hnt vrfv hshk tuchau 'kuxp .na
ihbg ,uthmn hf 'rnujv ,t lfzk uhkg kyun vbuntv rutk ostv vfzha hsf lt    

  

 /// hkuec ugna, guna ot v,gu(v-yh)ohkhnv ukt ,buuf ruthc - 
     kv c,wwwwhhhhjjjjrrrrzzzznnnnwwwwkfa 'lkhtu itfn ofk crgh 'ofhkg ukce, v,g otw h"ar rthc" '

ot /,uae ,ukj,vv kfa 'ofhkg ukce 'v,guw 't,ht t,khfncu /w,uae ,ukj,v
'vcrv ,uumn u,ut ihghnan ',jt vumn ost gna ota 'urnt itfn 'ugna, guna
otw rntba ',ucr ,uumn u,ut ihjfan ',jt vumn jfa 'wugna, guna otw rntba
kug ofhkg v,g ukce, ot 'aurhp 'wguna ot v,guw 'uaurhp hfvu 'wwwjfa, jufa
ugna, lkhtu itfna 'aurhp 'wugna,w 'ofhbhgc vae tuv v,ga hp kg ;tu ',uumnv
ofhkg vaeh tku '(wvcrv ,uumn u,ut ihghnanw oa t,hta vn lrs kgu) ,ukec
,t h"ar ohseva vnu /,uae ,ukj,v kfa hbpn 'v,g ofhkg vaeha unf kcek
'uaurhpu 'inzv kg vrun wotw ',hhtb,v vkhnva hbpn tuv 'wv,guw ,khnk wotw ,khn
'tcvku itfn ubhhvs 'sh,gc ofk crgh 'vru,v kug ukce, vuuvv inzc v,g ota
'uaurhp vhvh ',uumnv ,kce kg thv wotw ',hhtb,v vkhnva 'cu,fv cmn hpk ukhtu

/"sh,gv inzv kg vrunv 'tcvku itfn ofk crgha ubnn icuh tku 'ukce, ot
v c,f ifu     ((((zzzz""""yyyyvvvvkkkk))))    wwwwssssuuuussss    hhhhrrrrccccsssswwwwkg hte wotw ka htb,v ihta" 'h"ar hrcsc 

ohrcs) h"ar c,fa vn lrs kgu 'wvcrv sug gna, ,me gna, otaw rnuk 'vghnav
'asjc gna, iahc gna, ot 'wh,uumn kt ugna, guna otw ohkhnv ,buufc (d"h t"h

rnujv in cfrun okugv ,uhv omg hf 'vbuntv rsgvu vr,xvv ihbg tuv rnujv
hf tuv ,ut rnujv hbhbg rjt yuvk ostva sug kfu 'w,h urut ,t cfgnv thv
.umhbv tuv vkdn rnujv in unmg rgbnu lfzna kff lt 'vrhvcu vfz u,bunt iht
hf vgrp kmt ohtr vz ihbgu /,wwhavc vbuntk rrug,n tkhnnu 'uca heuktv
aha ihntha lhha vhv tk ifk wohrmn ,urgw rnuj hbhbgc sutn guea vhvu rjtn
hruth hkw rntu ,kufhv kgc unmg tuv hf ahdrva sg 'okugv dhvbn ka ,uthmn
,ujufv ot hf vtr tk uhbhg unc tukv 'rnujc kfv vk,a ubhhvu whb,hag hbtu
vk, ifk rnujc vhv guea unmg tuva iuhfu 'ihntn vhv ovc eru ovcu ohhrnujv
,uthmn oua iht wukuec gnat rat wv hnw rntu vn,a sg 'ugurzcu ujufc kfv
ktrah ,t odw ifk woav ,t h,gsh tkwa iuhfu 'kfv ,t thmnnv hekt jf ka
huk, kfv hf uk ,utrvk ,ubntb ,ufn uc thkpvk vwwcev jrfuvu wjkat tk
'rnuj hbhbgn unmg lfznv ahtv vz lt /lfc ,usuvk jrfuva sg 'iuhkgv jufc
rut dhan ahtv vz 'ohna oak ot hf vaug ubht ohbhbgv uktn uk jrfvv ;tu

/,ubuhxbvu ohhu,hpv kf kun vrucdc tuv snug vrhvcv u,bunt jfcu 'vbuntv
oka tuv iht ihhsg hf u,utrc hf 'ub,uj ur,hk ubhcr van snhk vz ihbg     
rat 'thv eru 'thva van gsh hf 'rnujv lufhz ihbg usnkk aehc 'vnhn, vbuntc
ohjczu vkug juczk iufbk ur,h vtraf if kgu 'vbuntv ,urhvcc ur,h ,t v#f$z#h
u,utrvku wohektv hbpkw ojk kuftk ktrah kf og uhkt tuv lkv ,wwhavk
ohna oak ot hf kuftk tku 'uk r,unc unmg asek ostv kg kyun lhtv
kg runtf hf 'ohna oak er owwjkc ohznrbv hbhbgv rta od ,uagk ifu /sckc

/vbuntv ,urhvck vfuz ,uhrnujv in ostv rzb,na vz hsh
;fh, v,ga vn kg hte wotw ka htb,va tkt 'itf hk vnk v,guw ,khn f"ts

     /"wv,guw ,khnk wotw ,khn ,t h"ar lnx if kgu ',uumnv kug lhkg kce,
v ukhtu     wwwwvvvvhhhhrrrrtttt    rrrruuuuddddwwww- ukce, v,g ot" 'rjt iputc h"ar ,t rhcxv (t"h ,ut) 

ota p"v 'wugna, guna otw er k"kvu 'wv,guw rnuk cu,fv lrmuva vna 'aurhp
'lkhtu itfn ofk crgh ofhkg scf tuva d"gtu ',uumnv kug ofhkg ukce, v,g
crgha o,ut jhycna v"cev rcs wugna, guna otw ihtu ',uae ,ukj,v kfa
'v,g inzc vku, kfva 'uaurhpa 'wv,guw iuakc znrb kfv tkt 'lkhtu itfn ovk
ugna, guna otw rnut tuv f"jtu 'lkhtu itfn ofk crgh 'v,g ukce, ota
gunaw - iuakv kpfnu 'unmg hbpc t,khn - wohngv kfn vkudx hk o,hhvu hkuec
,uumn u,ut ihghnan ',jt vumn ost gna otaw t,khfnc uars wugna,
',jt vumn jfa ota 'jfa, jfa ot vhvuw cu,fvn uarsa vn hcdk ifu 'wvcrv
ot 'wjfa, jfa otw ifuw (oa) h"ar w,fan s"gu 'wvcrv ,uumn u,ut ihjfan
kg thv wotw-,hhtb,v vkhnv 'z"pku) '"wvkuf jfa,a lpux 'jufak ,kj,v

v ,kcethva 'h"ar ,gsc whjrznwv c,fa unf tku 'ukce, ot 'uaurhpu ',uumn
'sh,gc ofk crgh 'vru,v kug ukce, vuuvv inzc v,g ota 'uaurhpu 'inzv kg vrun
uhrcsf jhfuvk ah wv,guw h"ar ka v"svna ';hxuvk ahu] 'tcvku itfn ubhhvs
h"ar ,buufa whjrznwv hrcs hpk hrva 'wv,guw ,khn ,t er arpk h"ar ,buufa

/([wkhj,nv ruchswc i,ut od k"kv 'whkuec ugna, guna otw ohkhnv ,t od arpk

Chacham Rabbeinu Yehudah Birdogo zt”l (Mayim Amukim) would say:

     “wrvv sdb ktrah oa ijhuw - Chazal tell us that at Har Sinai, Moshe Rabbeinu was instructed to teach the men separately

from the women, as the posuk states, ‘So shall you say to the House of Yaakov’ - referring to the women - ‘and you shall

tell to Bnei Yisroel’ referring to the men. Why did the women precede the men in this context? Because the posuk

clearly states: ‘And Yisroel encamped there across from the mountain,’ which refers only to the males. The women, in

keeping with the proper observance of tznius (modesty) stood a bit further away. To emphasize that their distance

was not a demonstration of disrespect towards the women, but rather in keeping with standards of modesty, they

were instructed first, to show that this is the proper path of service of Hashem, by separating the genders.”

(Monsey, NY)
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     ,hrck xbfba oafu // vhvh kusd iyev vz"
"ohcuy ohagnku vpujk vru,k xbfh if 

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk lynp: As soon as Yisro heard about all the great miracles

that Bnei Yisroel experienced, he immediately thanked

Hashem and recognized Him as the One true G-d. Not only

that, but Chazal tell us that Yisro’s outpouring of thanks for a

miracle he only heard about and did not even see, was greater 

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (14)

Memory Assistance (cont.). The Sages of the Gemara cite a
number of other deeds that will serve as a merit (or in a spiritual
cause/effect manner) to remember Torah learning.
Limiting Physical Pleasure. Chazal teach (1): ohan ost ot"
ohhe,n usunk, ',kfutu ,jrxna s"tu ',kfutu ,xrusa uz vhjf unmg
"ushc ohhe,n usunk, iht utk otu ushc - In other words, one who is
not fussy about how his food tastes and just eats it as is; his
Torah learning will last in his memory. Based on this the
Rambam (2) and Shulchan Aruch (3) both write: “Words of

Torah do not last with one who learns without energy, with too

many pleasures, or has too much food and drink. Torah does

stay by one who works hard without pampering his body.”

(loose translation) Of course, one should always be well-rested
and well-fed - Rav Elyashiv zt”l never missed a night of sleep
or skipped a meal - but one shouldn’t overdo it.
Fear of Heaven. The Mishna (4) states: ,nsue utyj ,trha kf"
",nhhe,n u,nfj u,nfjk - “Anyone whose fear of sin precedes his

wisdom, his wisdom will last.” This refers to learning Agaddah

or Mussar which brings yiras shamayim, before learning
scholarly topics (Segulos Yisroel 30:13). This was the way
Rava gave shiur as recorded in the Gemara (5). Even if one
doesn’t do this before his learning, he should still incorporate

than all the gratitude of Moshe and Klal Yisroel. As the

Gemara states: “It was a disgrace to Moshe and the 600,000

(Jews) who did not say wlurcw (blessed) until Yisro came along

and said wwv lurcw - ‘Blessed is Hashem.’” Gratitude must be

put into words - and it must come straight from the heart!

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

Mussar into his daily learning (6). This also includes the dictum of
the Gemara Yoma (7) that sin stops up the power of a Jewish
heart (ckv ,t oynyn), which refers to being able to contain true
wisdom, as Rashi there explains.
Avoiding Anger. The Gemara (8) writes that becoming angry
causes a person to forget his learning. In another Gemara (9), a
different wording is used which possibly implies that it will also
shrink one’s ability to continue learning. Sefer Chasidim (10)

adds that ",ukf,xv" - looking at the face of an angry person for a
prolonged period of time, also causes one to forget his learning. 
Kissing the Sefer. The Kaf Hachayim brings (11) from an early
Kabbalist that kissing a sefer when one opens and closes it helps
to remember learning. (Students of R’ Mordechai Gifter zt”l

fondly recall that his shiur was not considered over till he kissed
and closed the Gemara.) Presumably, this is in merit of honoring
the Torah, which brings us to ponder whether kissing a Sefer

Torah, or honoring seforim in other ways is the same. 
Tefillah Text. We mentioned previously, sources for tefillos that
one can say so that he does not forget his learning. One can use
the phrase of Asniel ben Knaz (12) or his own words. There is
another phrase which is brought down (13) that can be said: hvh"
"okug sgu v,gn vbua hbta vn kfn jfat tka lhbpkn iumr - “May it

be Your will that I do not forget any of my learning forever.”

Kotzker Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Morgenstern zt”l (Noam Siach) would say:

     “weujrn usnghu ugubhu ogv trhuw - ‘The people saw and trembled; so they stood from afar.’ The posuk is alluding to the

way a person davens. wugbhu ogv trhuw - if a person only looks at how other people shuckle and shake during Shemona

Esrai, and he does it the same way just to look like them, or so they should think he’s a ‘groisa tzaddik’ - usnghuw
weujrn - his entire Amidah is far from the way it should be! wyhhuu ltb yhhyawn 'igvgz igaybgn khhuu lhz ykheta ign ztw!”

A Wise Man would say:

   “If you want to know how rich you are, count all the things you have that money can’t buy.”                                       



    
     When Yisro arrives in the desert and sees how Moshe Rabbeinu is standing from morning until night, answering the
queries of Am Yisroel, he is appalled. He tells Moshe, “What are you doing to the nation?” Actually, he should have said,
“What are you doing to yourself? There is no way one person can do all this!” Yisro was focused on the people, not on Moshe.
    The Cheishev Sofer zt”l explains that Yisro was teaching Moshe a fundamental principle about being a manhig: A leader
must preserve his strength! Don’t think that you are being selfish and uncaring toward the people. NO! The greatest way that
you can show your people that you care about them is by making sure that YOU are strong and healthy, physically, spiritually
and emotionally! A leader has a responsibility to the klal to take care of himself, because by taking care of himself, he shows
that he truly cares about others. This applies to ANYONE who is responsible for the welfare of others. Parents, Rebbeim and
teachers all fall into the category of “Manhig” and have an extra responsibility to take care of themselves! Sometimes the
greatest thing a mother can do for her children is take a nap! So too, the Rema paskens (zh:vnr s"uh) that a Rebbi is forbidden to
stay up too late at night, deprive himself of food and drink, or eat excessively because it will hinder his ability to teach properly. 
     A story is told about a poor woman who had ten children and desperately tried to make ends meet so that they would not go
hungry. She was once given a single egg. She took the egg, cooked it and went into a different room and closed the door. The
poor, starving woman sat on the floor and ate the egg herself! When her children knocked on the door and asked what she was
doing she answered, “I am making you a mother!” Taking care of oneself is sometimes the greatest gift we can give to others.   
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         Rabbeinu Bechaye notes that according to proper dikduk, the posuk should say, “The name of the first (son) was
Gershom ... and the second (hbav) was Eliezer.” Why does it say "sjtv oa" by both sons? He answers that since they had such
tremendous achdus with one another, they were considered "sjt" - “like one.” My machshava here that Moshe was teaching
us a lesson in raising children. Two brothers who grow up together should always be considered equal, on the same standard,
without one being singled out over the other, just as the Torah equates Moshe and Aharon in Parshas Vaera. Thus, it says oa" 
"sjtv by each child to reinforce this notion that there isn’t a “first” and “second”, but rather each one is individualized.
    This lesson applies to the mitzvah of Kibud  Av V’em as well. Children must respect both parents and not disregard one over the
other. The Torah could have written, "lntu lhct ,t scf" - “Honor your father and mother.” However, it says, "lnt ,tu" - with the
extra word, placing both father and mother on the same pedestal, for they both must be honored, they both must be individually
respected. And if parents, as they age, want their children to show them the proper respect, they must realize that each child is
like a growing tree which not only needs water and nurturing but also needs the proper care, attention, love and respect.
    True, we are all busy today - working, learning, simchos, chessed - and many times we lose sight of finding time for our
children. A story is told of a young girl who stole the afikoman at the Pesach Seder and before bentching her father turned to
her and asked, “Rochel, what do you want in return for the afikoman?” With tears in her eyes she said, “Tatty, all I want is a
five-minute conversation and a good-night kiss once in a while.” This is something that money, gifts and trips cannot buy.
    If we treat each child like an "sjt", it will be returned to us in our old age with their "otu ct sucf" and our beracha of  ,ufhrtohnh .
Remember: the best present a parent can give their children is their presence, which will be returned to them in their old age.           

 /// ogk vag v,t rat vzv rcsv vn rnthu(sh-jh)

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 wudu iuagh rat vagnv ,tu vc ufkh lrsv ,t ovk ,gsuvu ,ru,v ,tu ohejv ,t ov,t v,rvzvu(f-jh)
   The town of Ferndale, N.Y. is home to the oldest and most famous camp in the Catskill Mountains, Camp Agudah. Each
and every summer, there are well over a thousand people on the camp grounds itself, including campers, counselors, and
staff, aside from the surrounding bungalow colonies and other camps that populate the area. One of the greatest advantages
that Camp Agudah held for many decades was that it was also host to the great Rosh Hayeshiva and Posek Hador, R’
Chaim Yisroel Halevi Belsky zt”l, who attended the camp faithfully each summer from the time he was a small boy until
the final year of his life. He served as the Morah D’asra of the camp for many years, and was truly beloved by one and all.
     Camp Agudah has a senior division known as Camp Machane Efraim, where well over one hundred high-school age
boys (and older) from many different yeshivos and backgrounds would join together to spend a summer of continuous
Torah learning, basking in the presence of one of the generation’s Torah luminaries. But Rav Belsky wasn’t there just as a
rabbinical presence on vacation; he was actually the “hands-on” leader of the program, who not only saw to it that each
and every boy was enjoying an uplifting summer, both in ruchnius and gashmius, but he also kept up with the boys,
inquiring about their well-being and caring for their health, thus creating a tremendous bond between Rebbi and talmid which
quite often lasted a lifetime. Many stories have been told about Rav Belsky and his relationship with his Camp Agudah
talmidim - his love and passion for them (which in no way minimized his tremendous Ahavas Yisroel for every fellow Jew),
and the middos tovos he taught them through his daily actions. This week, the 18th of Shevat, was the first Yahrzeit of R’
Chaim Yisroel Halevi  Belsky zt”l. The following is a story that occurred a number of years ago in Camp Agudah.
    One summer’s morning, during Krias HaTorah, a talmid by the name of Yitzchok Hoffman noticed that the seam of the
Sefer Torah was coming apart. If it wasn’t fixed soon, it could could cause the entire Sefer Torah to become pasul
(invalid). He quickly notified Rav Belsky who felt that it was best to wait until Friday afternoon, when the typically
crowded Beis Medrash was empty, and they wouldn’t disturb anyone’s learning, to do the repairs. 
     On Friday, Yitzchok brought the Sefer Torah to Rav Belsky’s office where he did a close examination of the seam. It
wasn’t as bad as it looked, he said, and it did not need to be given in to a professional to fix. Instead, simply gluing the
parchment together would suffice, saving them the trouble of sewing the two pieces of parchments together.
     Rav Belsky searched his drawers but could not find the right kind of glue needed. It was Friday afternoon, and it would
not be easy to procure this item at this time. After a moment, Yitzchok offered to run to the Arts n’ Crafts shack to see if
they had any glue and Rav Belsky nodded his assent. However, when he returned a short time later with a big smile and a
bottle of glue in his hand, Rav Belsky was less than enthusiastic about his prize. He took one look at the big white bottle
and told Yitzchok in his usual calm and soft voice, “That’s Elmer’s glue. That’s not going to work for a Sefer Torah.”
     Still breathing heavily from his “glue-run” Yitzchok said, “No problem. I’ll run back and ask the Arts n’ Crafts
instructor for the better quality glue.” The instructor, another long-time Camp Agudah member and a prominent
mechanech during the year, is a friendly and gregarious man who would have been happy to oblige the Rov, but Rav
Belsky wouldn’t hear of it. “What about his feelings?” said Rav Belsky to Yitzchok. “Think about how he will feel when
he realizes he gave you Elmers glue for a Sefer Torah!” Rav Belsky was adamant and would not permit him to go back. 
     Rebbi and talmid sat down to repair the Sefer Torah by hand. It was late Friday afternoon and Rav Belsky’s hands were a
bit shaky (due to his final illness). The holes were tiny and the work was tedious, but Rav Belsky would not relent in the
performance of this mitzvah. With his beloved Rebbi looking on and offering step-by-step instruction, Yitzchok managed to
sew up the seam until it was just right. The task that would have taken a minute with the right glue, turned into a tedious,
difficult and time-consuming task. But for Rav Belsky, as long as it didn’t make another person feel bad, it was all worth it!      

 rd rnt hf oard sjtv oa rat vhbc hba ,tu
 /// rzghkt sjtv oau /vhrfb .rtc h,hhv  (s'd-jh)
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   The Medrash, commenting on the first of the Ten
Commandments, explains that Hashem took Bnei Yisroel
out of Egypt on condition that they would listen to Him.
The existence, identity and future of the people of Israel is
inextricably bound up with the mitzvos of the Torah. We
became a nation in the desert. Before living in our own
land, we were unified into a people with our own unique
character. It is impossible that a secular national approach
could work, for the people of Israel owes its existence only
to its acceptance and adherence to Torah and mitzvos. 
    In fact, writes Rabbi Z.S. Suchard shlit’a (B’darchei
Maysharim), there is hardly a nation which still retains its
original character. The various nations are composed of ever-
changing conglomerations of races due to conquests and
cross-migrations. Klal Yisroel alone has managed to remain
pure, to retain its original form. Why? Because the essence
    EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
    THE MIDDAH OF .... zzzzzeeeeewwwwwfffffgggggzzzzzddddd

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

of being Jewish is not a land or a language: it is the Torah.    
    At a convention of a sociological society, one of the
professors marveled at a phenomenon he had discovered.
The topic under discussion was the assimilation of the
foreigner to new surroundings. “My friends,” he said, “I
have found that the average foreign family begins to lose its
identity, its mode of dress and even its heritage after a few
decades, and loses its identity entirely after a few
generations. However, the Jewish people seem to cling to
their traditions and way of life despite the passing of many
generations in foreign lands - a puzzling phenomenon, since
they are so far from their homeland.” 
     A Jewish colleague of his rose and earnestly replied,
“Professor, we Jews carry our homeland in our suitcase!”
History bears witness to this phenomenon; there is no nation
that has survived exile as the Jewish nation has - only
because the Jews can live as Jews beyond the boundaries of
their beloved land. Indeed, our Torah can fit into a suitcase!

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   

R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: In Sivan 5771 (June 2011), HaGaon R’ Yosef Shalom
Elyashiv zt”l underwent surgery to repair an artery near his
heart. The surgery was performed at Shaarei Tzedek Medical
Center in Jerusalem by Dr. Daniel Clair, Chairman of the
Department of Vascular Surgery at the Cleveland Clinic,
who was flown in especially for the complicated surgery.
    The day after the operation, which was deemed a success,
Rav Elyashiv was seen holding a Gemara, learning at every
possible moment. At one point, Rav Elyashiv asked one of
his close confidants how to say “Thank you” in English. He
wished to personally thank Dr. Clair for his exceptional

work. That very day, Rav Elyashiv took the doctor’s hand and
said in English, “Thank you!” Dr. Clair was visibly moved.
     Later, he was asked why he needed to say these words in
English, when someone could have translated it for him. Rav
Elyashiv replied, “Although in davening we have a shaliach
tzibbur who repeats the Shemona Esrai out loud, when it
comes to ‘Modim D’Rabbanan’ each person is obligated to
say it himself. Why? Because an inner feeling of gratitude is
not something one can give over to a shaliach (messenger). A
person must give thanks in his own words. I am extremely
grateful to the good doctor and I wanted to tell him myself!”   



PAYBACK
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
Each test from Hashem is an opportunity to gain. 
When we overcome our natural inclination and 
make the right decision, we are the beneficiaries. 
Every good deed only brings blessing, which Hashem 
brings about at the proper time. On some occasions 
we see immediate benefit, and when that happens, it 
gives us chizuk for the times it is not so obvious.
One of the directors of Yad Eliezer told me a story 
about two wedding halls in Israel that are rented 
to poor families at a discount. Two girls, Sarah and 
Esther, got married the same day. Sarah booked first 
and received the bigger hall.
Esther really wanted that hall, so she called Sarah 
and asked if she would be willing to switch. Sarah 
declined, explaining that she too wanted a big 
wedding with many guests. However, after thinking 
it over, she decided, as an act of chesed, to call Esther 
back and offer her the bigger hall.
Esther was ecstatic. On her wedding day, Sarah felt 
a sense of calm. Giving up the larger hall had helped 
her focus on her future husband and the life of chesed 
they would lead together.
That day, the director of Yad Eliezer received a phone 
call. A man was marrying off his youngest daughter, 
and as a token of appreciation to Hashem, wanted to 
pay the wedding expenses of a poor bride in Israel.
"We have two weddings today,” the director said. 
“One in the big hall, and one in the small one." The 
man offered to pay for the wedding in the small hall. 
That night, Sarah received a check for the cost of the 
wedding. Her giving brought her immediate benefit. 
Though we don't always see that, nevertheless, 
Hashem is trustworthy to pay everyone back.  

THE BASIS OF JUDAISM
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

At Matan Torah, Hashem uses an unusual pronoun, anochi, which tells 
us that the speaker is someone intimately close to the listener. Amid an 
upheaval of nature, the earth quaking, Hashem proclaims Himself the sole 
absolute of the universe, through Whom alone all other beings exist, and 
immediately turns to each Jew and says: “I am your anochi.”

This verse is not a declaration, but a mitzvah. It does not mean “I, Hashem, 
am your G-d,” but “I, Hashem, shall be your G-d.” It lays the basis for our 
relationship with G-d, the duty Chazal call kabbalas ol malchus Shamayim.

What philosophers call “belief in G-d” is completely different. The 
fundamental truth of Jewish life is not belief in G-d's existence, or that 
Hashem is One. Instead, it is that the One and only G-d, the G-d of truth, is 
my G-d. He created me, made me what I am, gave me my duty, and guides 
me throughout life. I am not a coincidental product of the universe; rather, 

Throughout Tanach, we see that the Jewish people are Hashem's 
chosen ones. Some don't like this idea—do we think we are better 
than everyone else? But on second thought it makes perfect 
sense. When Hashem sought to give the Torah, no one wanted 
it but the Jews. Each other nation asked what the Torah says, 
and when told, answered that it was too hard. We said naaseh 
v'nishma. As a result, the other nations are only obligated to 
keep seven mitzvos, but we, who did accept the Torah, have 613. 
Is it surprising that Hashem favors the one nation that willingly 
accepted the obligation to be fully dedicated to serving Him?  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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every breath I take is a gift of His power and 
love. In other words, the essential thing is not to 
know that Hashem exists, but to acknowledge 
that He is my G-d and my fate is in His hands.

The factual basis for these truths? Yetzias 
Mitzrayim. More than any other nation, we 
owe Hashem everything. All Egypt had taken 
from us was returned by Hashem Himself: our 
individuality, the right to own property, the 
property itself. Consequently, He alone rules 
over our lives and our possessions. We belong 
only to Him. In Hallel, our national anthem, 
we sing “Ani avdecha ben amasecha, pitachta 
l’moseirai”—I am Your servant from birth, for 
You opened the chains of my slavery.

Therefore, Hashem says, v’heyisem li segulah 
mikol ha’amim, ki li kol ha’aretz, va’atem tihyu li 
mamleches kohanim v’goy kadosh.

A segulah is something that has no relationship 
to anyone but its owner. This is a fundamental 
condition of our relationship with Hashem: 
we are His, in every aspect of our nature. Our 
existence is dependent upon Him alone. He, 
and no other force, should shape our way of life.

Why? Ki li kol ha’aretz. Our relationship should 
not be exceptional, it should exist between Me 
and everyone on earth. All nations are Mine. I 
educate them to become Mine.

To achieve this, you must become a mamleches 
kohanim and goy kadosh. Each and every 
one of you is to be a kohen, by allowing your 
actions to be regulated by Me, by accepting ol 
malchus shamayim and living up to it. Through 
your living example, you spread knowledge 
of Hashem. The impression made by your 
community should be a goy kadosh, holy to 
G-d. You must be a unique nation, a people that 
does not seek to achieve its own glory, but the 
establishment of Hashem’s kingdom on earth. 

ONLY FOR OUR GOOD
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

The Sefer Hachinuch has a life-changing thought: “Know, my son, that the 

only thing Hashem derives from people doing His mitzvos is that He wants to 

do good for us. When a person is ready to receive the good, then Hashem will 

grant him that good. Therefore, He informed them of the good path, so that they 

can become good people. A special parsha is written in the Torah to inform us 

of this fundamental idea. ‘Now, Yisrael, what does Hashem want from you?...

only for your good’ (Devarim 10:12). Hashem asks nothing of you in doing His 

mitzvos other than to do good to you. As is written after this, ‘Behold! Hashem, 

your G-d, owns the heavens and the heavens above them, the earth and all that 

is in it. Only in your forefathers did Hashem delight to love them, and He chose 

their descendants after them’ (Devarim 10:15). This means that He does not 

need your mitzvos, but only out of His love for you, to give you merit, did he give 

them."

There is a master plan to our existence: to bestow upon us the greatest good 

possible that awaits us in Olam Haba. Someone may think, “This doesn't excite 

me.”

But imagine asking your seven-year-old nephew, "Choose from these two 

presents: a new bike, full of electronics and gadgets, that I have right here 

today, or if you want, when you are 25 years old, I will make you the CEO of my 

corporation.”

Which will Yankele choose? Surely the bike. Which is more valuable? Surely 

the corporation. Yankele just doesn't have the maturity to appreciate it. If his 

parents guide him, they will convince him not to give up something so valuable 

for a trivial toy.

As long as we are encumbered by the physical, we cannot perceive of what Olam 

Haba really is. So our Father in Heaven guides us, through his Torah, to choose 

Olam Haba in all that we do, so that we will be deserving of the ultimate and 

infinite good that He wishes to bestow. 

EAGER BEAVERS

How do beavers keep their teeth sharp?

Beavers need to build dams that keep their ponds deep enough to store their supply of food. For 
this purpose, they have front teeth that are as sharp as an axe, which they use to chop down trees. 
Constant use causes the teeth to wear down. An ax needs to be resharpened regularly, but the 
beaver’s teeth rejuvenate and grow back sharp again. If they did not, the beaver would not survive.

Since it spends a lot of time underwater, the beaver’s hind legs are shaped like oars that propel it 
through the water, and its tail shaped like a rudder. Transparent membranes cover its eyes, so it 
can remain under water for a long time with full vision. Beaver tools! 
Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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By Rabbi Meir Orlian

A piece 
of jewelry 
needed repair. 
I went to the 

store where I purchased it and was told 
that a rush job costs $50, but if there is no 
rush, they can send it to the manufacturer 
who will repair it for free.
I opted for the free repair. The other day 
the store left a message that the piece was 
repaired and the bill is $50. 
Q: Am I obligated to pay for the rush job 
that I did not choose? I wanted it sent to 
the manufacturer for a free repair and 
have no benefit from the quick repair. 
Would the halachah be different if the 
store promised to make the repair for 
free and then decided to charge me?
A: At first glance your claim seems well 
founded. Since you opted to wait and have 
it repaired for free, you do not benefit from 
the quick repair. Therefore, since the store 
was not hired to repair the jewelry and you 
do not benefit from the expedited repair, 
you should not have to pay for the repair.
However, the merchant’s claim also has 
merit, and your obligation to pay depends 
on whether the store was obligated to 
send the jewelry to the manufacturer or 
not. If your agreement required the store 
to send it to the manufacturer for repair, 
you do not have to pay since you do not 
benefit from the store expediting the repair. 
On the other hand, if the store was not 
obligated to send it to the manufacturer 
for the repair, and you did not have the 
option to send it to the manufacturer, you 
must pay for the repair. Although they 
agreed to send it to the manufacturer and 
are considered untrustworthy (mechusar 
amanah) for not keeping their word (C.M. 
204:11), nevertheless, they can renege on 
their commitment. Although improper, once 
they do so, you must pay for the benefit of 

Levi was browsing the bikes in Benny’s Bike Bazaar. 
He saw a used bike on the side. “What’s that?” he 
asked.
“I’m selling this for my neighbor, Effi,” said Benny. 

“It’s used, but in good condition.”
“I’ll take it for $100,” said Levi.
Benny thought for a moment. “OK, you got a deal,” he said.
That evening, Levi received a phone call from Effi. “I understand that you bought my 
bike from Benny. I instructed him to sell for $125, not less. Please pay the difference, or 
return the bike and I will refund the $100.”
“I bought the bike through Benny,” protested Levi. “I assumed the price was acceptable 
to you. If he was your agent, his actions on your behalf are valid.”
“But he violated his agency,” argued Effi.
“I’d like to check this out,” said Levi. He called Benny and asked: “Were you instructed to 
sell for only $125?”
“I was,” said Benny, “but I thought I could convince Effi to accept $100.” 
Levi called Effi back. “Benny acknowledged that you instructed him to sell for $125,” he 
said. “As far as I’m concerned, though, that’s between you and him!”
“Why do you say that?” replied Effi. “Benny is only a middle man; you bought the bike 
from me. If you want, you can deal with Benny afterward for the $25!”
“I intend to keep the bike,” said Levi. “I don’t owe you and don’t intend to sue Benny. If 
you have an issue, go ahead and do what you want.”
“I’d like to bring the issue to Rabbi 
Dayan,” said Effi. “We can ask him how 
to deal with the case.”
“Fine!” said Levi. “Let Benny come, too.”
The three came to Rabbi Dayan. Effi 
asked: “Is the sale valid? Does Levi or 
Benny have to pay the difference?”
“In general, when an agent violates the 
owner’s instructions, his action is null 
and void,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The 
owner authorized the agent for his 
benefit, not detriment. However, in a 
certain case the Gemara requires the 
agent to uphold the transaction and 
make good on his failing” (B.B. 169b; 
C.M. 182:2; Gra 182:7).
“How do we resolve this seeming 
discrepancy?” asked Benny.
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the repair. 

Regarding your second inquiry, if the store 
agreed to repair it for free they cannot 
change their mind once the repair was 
completed. Since they did not intend to 
charge you when they made the repair, you 
are exempt from paying for it (Nesivos 12:5). 
However, if they decided to charge for the 
repair before making the repair, you must 
pay them for the benefit of the repair (mah 
sheneheneh). 

Even if they began the repair intending 
not to charge and then in the midst of the 
repair decided to charge for the repair, the 
customer must pay for the benefit of the 
repair. Although generally, beginning a job 
makes a binding employment agreement 
(the kinyan of has’chalas melachah), in this 
case they can change their mind and charge 
for the repair, as we shall explain. 

A poel (hourly or day worker) is permitted 
to quit in the middle of a job, provided 
that quitting does not cause his employer 
a loss. In contrast, a kablan (independent 
contractor) may not quit once he started the 
job (C.M. 333:3-4). A volunteer (someone who 
works without compensation) is permitted 
to quit or request payment to continue (C.M. 
333:5; Shach 31), since he is not an employee 
(see Gra 333:36). 

Therefore if the parties set a price, the store 
cannot change the terms of the agreement. 
On the other hand, if they agreed to do 
it for free, they can “quit” and expect 
compensation for their work. (However, 
Divrei Malkiel 5:222 contends that a kablan 
volunteer may not quit.)

money matters

“The Rambam (Hil. Shluchin 2:4), cited by Shulchan Aruch, distinguishes as follows,” 
answered Rabbi Dayan. “When the buyer knows that the person who sold to him is 
only an agent, the action is null and void if the agent violated the instructions. When 
the agent didn’t inform him that he was an agent, the action is valid and he has to 
compensate the owner” (C.M. 182:2).
“How does this relate to us?” asked Levi.
“The Rambam (ibid. 2:6), cited by the Shulchan Aruch, writes that if the agent was 
instructed to sell for a certain amount and sold for less, he is required to fill in the 
difference,” said Rabbi Dayan. “However, if the buyer knew that he bought from 
an agent, the owner can invalidate the sale” (C.M. 185:1,6; Pischei Choshen, Pikadon 
12:12[32]).
“However, the Raavad (ibid.), cited by the Rema, disagrees and writes that the buyer 
does not have to return the item, even if the agent acknowledges that he violated the 
instructions,” added Rabbi Dayan. “The buyer can claim that the owner and agent are 
falsely colluding against him to undo the sale.” 
“Thus, in our case, since Levi is in possession of the bike and there is a halachic dispute 
on the issue, he can keep it,” concluded Rabbi Dayan. “Since Benny admits that he 
violated the owner’s instructions, he is responsible to make good for the loss and 
fill in the $25. If there were witnesses to the instruction, though, Effi could invalidate 
the sale” (See Neos Desheh #56; Divrei Chaim (Auerbach), Dinei Shluchin #4,15; Pischei 
Choshen, Pikadon 12:[32]).
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Insincere Commitment Part IIAdapted from the writings of  Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita

(Based on writings of Harav Chaim Kohn, shlita)
In some cases, the employer is unable to claim that he was insincere in committing to an 
exaggerated salary (meshateh ani):
1. He initiated in offering the exaggerated rate.
2. He asked the employee to work overtime or on weekends, and the worker agreed based on the 
exaggerated salary.
3. The worker had expenses or lost additional profit on account of the service. Some hold the 
employer liable only for the difference; others require that he pay the entire amount offered even 
if the employee lost only a little (C.M. 264:7; Sma 264:119-20; Ketzos 264:2; Machaneh Ephraim, 
Sechirus #18; Aruch Hashulchan 264:16).
4. He already paid, even if the employee refused to provide the service until he was paid (C.M. 
264:8).
5. If he made a kinyan or signed a contract there is a dispute whether he can claim meshateh ani 
(Nesivos 264:8; Ketzos 81:4, 129:9; Tumim 129:20).
6. Professional service that is subjective and does not have a standard price (Shach 264:15; Y.D. 
336:3).
(Pischei Choshen, Sechirus 8:23-26)
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Now You Know 
When Yisro brought sacrifices to 

HaShem, the Torah tells us that Aharon 
and all the elders of Klal Yisrael came to 

break bread with him. 

Moshe himself acted as the waiter for 

this gathering and took care of all their 
needs. Why did they all have to 

participate? Yisro came to see Moshe, 
not the elders, so why couldn’t one of 

them be the waiter? 

Perhaps we can suggest that it was 

Moshe Rabbeinu’s desire that they all 
share a meal with Yisro. 

When he told Yisro all that HaShem had 
done to the Egyptians on behalf of the 

Jews, Yisro was overcome with emotion.  

He cried, “Blessed is HaShem Who 
saved you from the hand of Egypt and 
Pharaoh! Who took you from under their 
thumb! Now I know that HaShem is the 
greatest power in the world, for they 
were punished measure for measure.” 

These reactions that Yisro had as an 
outsider were integral for Klal Yisrael to 

feel as well. Therefore, Moshe wanted 
the elders to come so they could 

experience Yisro’s perspective firsthand, 
just as he had. 

Perhaps that is why this story is 
mentioned before the Ten 

Commandments (even according to the 

opinion that Yisro came after Matan Torah): 

so that we might recognize HaShem’s 
mastery of the world and gratefully 

accept His guidance as presented in the 
Torah. 

Thought of the week: 

Some people cause joy 
wherever they go; others, 
whenever. 

(W:XY TWMw) „.HME HYNB YNwW VTwAW VYLA AB WRTY VNTX YNA HwM LA RMAYW‰ 
“And he said to Moshe, “It is I, Yisro your father-in-law, who has come to you, 
and your wife and her two sons with her.””(Exodus 18:6) 

Upon hearing of the miraculous salvation of the Jewish People, Yisro headed out to 
connect with Moshe and his nation. The splitting of the sea and the war with Amalek 
showed that HaShem was watching over His nation and Yisro understood the truth of 
HaShem’s mastery of the world. 

On this posuk, Rashi quotes the Mechilta that this declaration was presented to Moshe by 
a messenger. Since it states afterward that Moshe went out to greet his father-in-law, it is 
clear that Yisro didn’t make the statement himself. 

Why did Yisro need a messenger? He had already made the trip, and could have spoken in 
person. He didn’t need to request an audience because this was his son-in-law with whom 
he had a good relationship. 

The Sforno comments that Yisro was giving Moshe a chance to find proper 
accommodations for them without pressure, thus practicing what Chazal tell us that a 
person should not come into his own home unexpectedly, and surely not into his friend’s 
home. However, it could be even more. 

As we know from Vayikra, when HaShem calls to Moshe before appearing to him, it is 
considered derech eretz, respectful, to not put someone on the spot or surprise them. 
Perhaps Moshe did not want his father-in-law to come now. Maybe he would be 
uncomfortable, busy, or find it a burden to deal with him at this moment. 

Therefore, Yisro sent a message. Moshe would not have to respond instantly by showing a 
happy, welcoming face. He would be able to compose himself and perhaps send back a 
response if it was a bad time. Yisro mentioned Moshe’s wife and children as a means of 
giving Moshe an additional option, to simply agree to meet them even if he did not want to 
see Yisro, or just the children if that worked for him. 

The fact that Yisro used a messenger belied a sensitivity to another which recognizes that 
we may not be the center of someone else’s universe, and that’s OK. They may have 
priorities which are not the same as ours and we should respect that. Often, we like to 
surprise people to see their reaction (especially when we expect it to be positive.) From 
here we learn that to do so comes from thinking of ourselves, not the other person. Now 
that it’s been pointed out, hopefully we can put it into practice too. 

R’ Binyomin Lifton, who served as a rebbi in Yeshiva of Central Queens for many years, retold 
the story of his “farher,” his entrance exam, to join R’ Shimon Shkop’s yeshiva in Grodno.  He 
prepared a “shtikel Torah,” a Torah discourse, to repeat to the Rosh Yeshiva to show his 
aptitude.  After a grueling journey of several days, the boy arrived and was startled to be 
greeted by none other than R’ Shimon Shkop himself.  He was prepared to say his shtikel Torah 
when R’ Shimon stopped him. 

“I have two questions for you,” said the sage.  The teen was frightened as he wondered what he 
would be asked.  He hadn’t known he would be tested on something he hadn’t prepared. 

“When was the last time you ate a proper meal?” asked the Rabbi, “and when was the last time 
you slept in a bed?”  R’ Shimon then took him home, fed him, and prepared a warm bed for the 
boy so he could have a good rest.  

R’ Binyomim survived the Holocaust and many other sorrows and said, “What kept my Judaism 
alive all those years were those two questions that R’ Shimon asked me as my entrance exam 

to the Grodno Yeshiva.” 
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In the Aseres Ha’Dibros we are told that 
HASHEM pays back the wicked for 
four generations and the righteous for 

two thousand generations. Rashi explains 
that the ratio of two thousand to four 
comes out to be five hundred to one. This 
teaches us that the measure of good to bad 
in the world is five hundred to one. 

This Rashi is very difficult to understand. 
If the Torah is teaching us that HASHEM 
created the world with an operating prin-
ciple that the good outweighs the bad by 
a measure of five hundred to one, this 
doesn’t seem to be consistent with reality. 

Granted life is good, but can anyone 
say that their “pleasures” outweigh their 
“pains” five hundred to one? Five hundred 
to one means that the rough spots in life 
are so overshadowed by the enormity of 
good that they are almost nonexistent. For 
every headache I endure, I enjoy five hun-
dred times the pleasure. For every stomach 
cramp I suffer through, I benefit from five 
hundred measures of delight. The problem 
is that this just isn’t the way life is. How do 
we reconcile this Rashi with reality?

³  A PERSPECTIVE ON PLEASURE

If we study the world, we find many fea-
tures that have no functional purpose, and 
if the world were created strictly from a 
practical standpoint, they would not be 
there. For example: tastes in food. 

Food is something that we need to main-
tain our energy levels and health. If its only 
function were nutrition and nothing more, 
then all food should be taste like soggy 
cardboard. Yet it doesn’t. There are so many 
variations, each with its own unique flavor, 
texture, and aroma. 

Why did HASHEM create food this way? 
Why not make it all same? The reason is 
for our pleasure. So that eating, which we 
have to do, shouldn’t be a chore but should 
be delightful. Taste is something that 
HASHEM added solely for our benefit – 
for us to enjoy. 

An awful lot of thought went into creat-
ing the different foods that we eat. Rabbi 
Avigdor Miller, zt’l, once described an or-
ange. When you peel an orange, you find 

wedges inside. If you look closely, each of 
these wedges is surrounded by a thin mem-
brane. When you pull back the membrane, 
you see many tiny sacs. Inside each of those 
sacs is the juice of the orange. Why did 
HASHEM created an orange in that man-
ner, with thousands of little sacs? So that 
when you bite into the orange, the taste is 
released in a burst of flavor. 

HASHEM created those sacs so that there 
would be another dimension to our enjoy-
ment. The sensation of eating an orange 
would be different without this feature. It 
still would have tasted delicious, but this is 
an additional aspect that HASHEM want-
ed us to enjoy, so He designed the orange 
that way. 

³ DID YOU EVER WONDER 
WHY APPLES ARE RED 
ON THE OUTSIDE?

HASHEM made apples red because it is 
nicer to look at, and that makes the pro-
cess of eating an apple more pleasing. The 
presentation adds much to the enjoyment 
of the dish. So, HASHEM designed foods 
to have eye appeal to enhance our experi-
ence of eating.  

What happens when you bite into an ap-
ple? You don’t get that burst of flavor that 
you got when you bit into an orange. You 
get a crunch. Why is that? Why not design 
all fruit the same? The reason an apple is 
crunchy is because it is fun to crunch on 
food. So, when HASHEM made apples, He 
designed the cells to form hard walls, so that 

when we bite into it, we get that crunch. It 
didn’t have to be that way. It was designed 
that way so that we should enjoy it. 

What about aroma? Each of the assorted 
foods not only has varied tastes and tex-
tures, but markedly different smells, which 
contribute to our total enjoyment. When 
HASHEM created food, He added this di-
mension of wonderful aromas to even fur-
ther enhance our taste experience.

The food we eat comes in so many assorted 
flavors and textures, each one appealing to 
a different element of our tastes. HASH-
EM pre-planned and created all of this for 
us to enjoy. 

And this is but one example of countless of 
features that HASHEM created strictly for 
our enjoyment.  HASHEM created, sights, 
sounds, textures, colors, depth and so 
many other features in this glorious world 
so that our experience here should be more 
pleasure filled.  If the world was created for 
practical reasons only, all of this wouldn’t 
have to be. But HASHEM put it all here, 
for us to enjoy.   

³ IT TAKES TRAINING TO ENJOY 
THE PLEASURES OF THIS WORLD

Yet how many times do we actually take 
the time to enjoy the foods that we eat? 
How much attention do we pay to the 
sights that we see? It takes training and 
concentration to consciously enjoy the life 
that we lead. If we do, we will see a tremen-
dous amount of detail and concern put in 
for our benefit. And we will see a tremen-
dous demonstration of the kindness that 
HASHEM shows to man.

This seems to be what Rashi is saying. The 
ratio of 500:1 is accurate in this world. The 
problem isn’t the amount of pleasure in 
the world; the problem is that we lack the 
training to enjoy it. 

When we learn to live with intention and 
use this world as it was designed to be used, 
we come to recognize the love that HASH-
EM has for all of His creations, and we 
then lead a purposeful, pleasure-filled life.  
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“And He does kindness to thousands 
of generations, to those who He loves 
and those who guard His mitzvos.”

— Shemos 20:6 — 
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 240:24) rules that one is obligated to 
give Kavod to his father-in-law, but the ShaCh cites the BaCh 
who says that the Kavod to be shown is what one generally shows 
to elders. The B’Tzeil HaChochmah (1:69) suggests as a source, 
the Gemara (Pesachim 51a) where one Tanna prohibits a man 
from bathing together with his father, father-in-law, stepfather 
and brother-in-law, but R’ Yehuda permits him to bathe with his 
father as Kavod obligates him to attend to his father’s needs. 
Since this permit did not extend to his father-in-law, clearly the 
degree of Kavod owed to a father-in-law is less. Yet, the Mechilta 
derives from Moshe’s respectful conduct towards Yisro that one 
should show appropriate Kavod to a father-in-law. The Tur (240) 
obligates such Kavod but brings as a source, the Posuk (Shmuel 
1:4:22) vtr od vtr hctu where Dovid refers to his father-in-law 
Shaul as a father, equating the degrees of Kavod. Why did the Tur 
not bring a source from Moshe ? The Mechilta brings a 
Machlokes regarding the Posuk which states that Yisro brought 
with him, Moshe’s wife Tziporah vhjuka rjt – after he had sent 
her away. R’ Eliezer HaModii says this refers to when Moshe and 
Tziporah approached Egypt, and met Aharon who urged Moshe to 
send Tziporah back to Midian, as there were enough of Bnei 
Yisroel under servitude. R’ Yehoshua says vhjuka rjt refers to 
Moshe having divorced Tziporah (vjkau) before returning to 
Egypt. Thus, Moshe’s conduct towards Yisro can only be called 
uhnj sucf according to R’ Eliezer. According to R’ Yehoshua 
however, Yisro was not Moshe’s father-in-law when he arrived, 
so Moshe’s Kavod towards him was as the Bach described – that 
shown to elders. As such, the Tur may have felt that the Posuk 
concerning Dovid was a more appropriate source for uhnj sucf.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
One who does not conduct himself according to Rabbeinu Tam’s 
definition of vghea, but he does wear Rabbeinu Tam’s Tefillin, 
may he wear those Tefillin according to Rabbeinu Tam’s inz ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(How is one tmuh Shemona Esrei if he did not have vbuf in the first brocho ?)  
The Steipler (cegh ,ukhve Berachos 27) notes that although there 
are different versions in the Gemara regarding which berachos 
must be said with Kavanah, one who did not have Kavanah 
during the first brocho (Avos) should be careful to say Modim 
with Kavanah and be tmuh thereby according to most Poskim.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one dreamt a dream and he is disturbed by it, even if it was 
nonsense, he may fast in order to nullify any impact that he fears 
it might have, and he should do Teshuvah as well. He should fast 
the very next morning, even if it is Shabbos. Alternatively, he 
may gather three people that are fond of him, and say to them that 
he saw a “good” dream, to which they respond that it was good, 
and it should be good. They should say this 3 times and then tell 
the dreamer to go eat and drink with joy. It is a mitzvah to be in 
the group of 3 to relieve the dreamer of anxiety. (MB 220:1-6) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 30b) brings R’ Yosef’s Drasha from 
the Posuk: …vc ufkh lrsv ,t ovk ,gsuvu where ovk ,gsuvu is an 
instruction to notify Bnei Yisroel of their obligation to provide 
Parnasah for their families; lrsv ,t refers to performing Chesed; 
ufkh refers to Bikur Cholim; vc is an obligation to bury the dead, 
etc.. The Ramban (Sefer HaMitzvos) notes that an actual 
obligation could not be derived from Yisro’s advice to Moshe, 
which was given within the context of Yisro’s criticism of Moshe 
sitting all day judging disputes. If Bnei Yisroel were busily 
engaged in  Parnasah, Chesed etc.. activities, there would be far 
less disputes for Moshe to adjudicate. The Rambam (Avos 4:5) 
states that R’ Yosef himself, author of the above Drasha, worked 
hard transporting lumber, and that we do not find in Chazal that 
Chachomim would request funding support from anyone, not for 
themselves, their Yeshivos, Dayanim, Marbitzei Torah etc… a”g. 
However, the Gemara (Gittin 67b) states that it was R’ Sheishes 
who transported lumber, while R’ Yosef worked at grinding a 
mill. As Rashi explains, they were engaged in these activities in 
order to perspire, and drive out a fever. The Gemara (Horios 14b) 
states that R’ Yosef assumed the role of Rosh Yeshiva in 
Pumbedisa after Rabba’s death. Rabbeinu Chananel states that 
when R’ Gamliel was removed as Nasi, and the Chachomim 
selected R’ Elazar b. Azaryeh to replace him, they did not select 
R’ Eliezer b. Hyrkanus who was much greater, because he was 
very old, and the Rambam (Sanhedrin 2:3) rules that an aged 
person is ineligible to be on the Sanhedrin. If so, would not R’ 
Yosef have also been ineligible for the role of Rosh Yeshiva, due 
to his age ? The Birkas Aharon (220:2) points out that R’ Akiva 
was not chosen as Nasi because he did not have Yichus, and the 
fact that he was bald (a disqualifying blemish for a Kohen) was 
not considered, because he wasn’t completely bald. If so, only 
one who is a dkpun iez would likewise be disqualified for age. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Yaakov Galinsky was once entertaining the guests at a Chasunah, 
where he told them that they should realize that he was greater than the 
Gaon R’ Chaim Kanievsy. The audience looked at him quizzically so he 
added “I’m serious, and I will prove it to you”. He then proceeded to 
relate how he had been present 15 months before when R’ Chaim had 
made a Siyum on Shas Bavli and Yerushalmi. “I raised up a cup of wine 
and said to R’ Chaim: ‘L’Chaim – you should be vfuz to make another 
Siyum next year !’, to which R’ Chaim replied ‘Amein, and the same to 
you !’. I want you to know that my brocho to R’ Chaim was fulfilled 
while his to me was not, so am I not greater ?!” As the guests chuckled, 
R’ Yaakov continued “Obviously it is because R’ Chaim learned and I did 
not. If one does not learn, of what use are all the berachos ? The same is 
true in other areas as well. Many people, especially newlyweds, seek a 
brocho for Shalom Bayis and such berachos are freely given with 
sincerity. But what do those who receive such berachos do to preserve 
Shalom Bayis ? How much do they think about their spouse’s feelings ? 
How much are they willing to be Mevater (give in) ? Without such an 
attitude, of what use are all the berachos ?” 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Redlich family.  
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 ”וידבר אלקים את כל הדברים האלה לאמר“ 20:1

“And Hashem spoke all these words: saying.”  The 

Pesukim following are the Aseres Hadibros.  What is the 

Torah telling us here by saying that Hakodosh Boruch Hu, “Spoke all 

these words,” saying?  There is a Minhag in Klal Yisroel that everyone 

stands when the Ba’al Koreh reads the Aseres Hadibros from the Torah.  

Some have this Minhag only on Shavuos, and many have the Minhag to 

stand even when the Aseres Hadibros are read on Shabbos, Parshas 

Yisro, and Parshas Va’eschanan.  Additionally, it is well known that the 

breakup of the Pesukim and the Trop, cantillations, are different when 

the Ba’al Koreh reads from the Torah and when one learns the Pesukim 

himself.  One of them is called Ta’am Elyon, and the other is called 

Ta’am Tachton.  Ta’am Elyon is generally read amongst a Tzibur, while 

Ta’am Tachton is read at other times.  Why do we have this concept of 

Ta’am Elyon and Ta’am Tachton by the Aseres Hadibros?  The following 

Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and support the P’shat offered in 

the closing paragraph. 

 There are two different sets of – ”לא תחמד“ 20:14 – חזקוני 

tunes for the Aseres Hadibros: called Gedolos (which is commonly 

referred to as Ta’am Elyon) and Ketanos (which is commonly referred to 

as Ta’am Tachton).  On Shavuos we read the Aseres Hadibros with the 

tune of the Gedolos, while in Shevat, the month on which we Lain 

Parshas Yisro, we Lain the Aseres Hadibros with the tune of the Ketanos.  

The reason that on Shavuos we Lain the tune of the Gedolos is because 

we want to mimic Matan Torah, and we therefore break the Pesukim 

according to the Aseres Hadibros.  Each one of the Dibros has its own 

Posuk, except for the first two which are said together in one Posuk, 

because they were said by Hakodosh Boruch Hu in one Dibbur.  When 

we Lain Parshas Yisro (and Parshas Va’eschanan), when we are Laining 

the Parsha like all other Parshiyos of the Torah, we lain it according to 

the rules and guidelines of all Parshiyos, and Lain it with the tune of the 

Ketanos.  (One of the rules being that there cannot be a Posuk that has 

less than three words.  In the Aseres Hadibros, Lained according to the 

Ta’am Elyon, we have Pesukim that are two words: לא תנאף, לא תרצח ,

.לא תגנב ).    

 For the Aseres – ”מבחודש השלישי“ – 494 – ביאור הלכה 

Hadibros, there are two Nigunim, called Ta’am Elyon and Ta’am Tachton.  

The Trop are different in the two Nigunim, and that causes there to be 

different breaks in the Pesukim, as well as changing some Nekudos.  On 

Shavuos, we Lain the Ta’am Elyon, in which the Pesukim are broken up 

based upon the Aseres Hadibros, because on that very day Klal Yisroel 

received the Torah. We therefore say the Aseres Hadibros the way they 

were given to us.  However, when someone is learning the Torah, saying 

 he says it the way it is written in the Torah, in ,שנים מקרא ואחד תרגום

what we call Ta’am Tachton.  In regards to the Laining of Parshas Yisro 

and Va’eschanan, which has the Aseres Hadibros in it, it is Lained with 

the Ta’am Tachton.  However, there are those who have the Minhag to 

Lain the Aseres Hadibros with the Ta’am Elyon whenever it is said with a 

Tzibur, which would include the Laining of Parshas Yisro and Parshas 

Va’eschanan.   

 Every – ”ואם השליח ציבור רוצה לעלות ולקרות“ 141:4 – לבוש 

time we have Krias Hatorah, it is to be a reenactment of Matan Torah.  

The Gabbai, the one who calls up the people to the Torah, is Kevayachol, 

like Hakodosh Boruch Hu. The Ba’al Koreh, is like Moshe Rabbeinu, and 

the one who is called up for the Aliyah represents Klal Yisroel, he is like 

the Shliach of Klal Yisroel accepting the Torah on their behalf.   

הקורא בתורה צריך שיאחז בספר תורה בשעת “ 139:11 – לבוש 

 One who reads from the“ – ”ברכה וקריאה כאילו קבלו עכשיו מהר סיני

Torah should hold the Sefer Torah in his hands at the time he makes the 

Brocha and during the time that the Parsha is Lained, as if he is receiving 

the Torah at that moment.”   

 The Aseres Hadibros is – ”מבחדש השלישי“ 494:20 – כף החיים 

read either with the Ta’am Elyon or the Ta’am Tachton, as brought down 

in the Chizkuni.  The Chizkuni says that on Shavuos the Aseres Hadibros 

are Lained with the Ta’am Elyon, for that is the way it was given to Klal 

Yisroel on that day, Matan Torah, however when Laining Parshas Yisro 

one would Lain with the Ta’am Tachton.  In the Sefer Torah Ohr, it says 

that individually, one always uses the Ta’am Tachton, while a Tzibur 

always uses Ta’am Elyon.  The Ein Yaakov in Yerushalmi in Shekalim, 

seventh Perek, says the same thing, as well as many others.  The 

accepted Minhag is like the Ohr Torah, that anytime a Tzibur reads the 

Aseres Hadibros, Ta’am Elyon is used, while individually, Ta’am Tachton 

is used.   

“ 8,10,11 – 494 – שלחן ערוך הרב  מיני ' בעשרת הדברות יש ב

 There are two different tunes that can be used to say the – ”נגינות

Aseres Hadibros.  The first tune (Ta’am Elyon) is organized based upon 

the Ksav, each Posuk is written based upon each of the Aseres Hadibros, 

each one receiving its own Posuk.  The second tune (Ta’am Tachton) is 

organized according to the Kri, the way it is generally Lained from the 

Torah, and that means following all of the rules of Halacha L’Moshe 

Misinai regarding Krias Hatorah.  As the Gemara says in Megilah 22a – 

“ אנן לא פסקינן ליה, כל פסוקא דלא פסקיה משה ” – “Any Posuk which 

Moshe did not divide, we may not divide it.” Therefore we cannot 

rearrange the Pesukim based upon the Dibros.   On Shavuos, we have 

the Minhag to Lain with the Tzibur the Ta’am Elyon, to make each 

Dibbur its own Posuk, for on that very day we received the Torah, and 

we want to Lain the way it was given to us. (We do not need to follow 

the rules of the regular reading, for the purpose of this Torah reading is 

to reenact the giving of the Torah on Har Sinai).  There are those who 

have the Minhag to always Lain the Aseres Hadibros with the Ta’am 

Elyon when read with a Tzibur, meaning on Shavuos, Parshas Yisro, and 

Parshas Va’eschanan.  However, any time an individual reads the Aseres 

Hadibros, he does so using the Ta’am Tachton.   

 The – ”טעם עליון וטעם תחתון“ – Sof HaSefer – שערי תפלה 

term Ta’am Elyon refers to Hakodosh Boruch Hu giving over the Aseres 

Hadibros to Moshe Rabbeinu – this is “Elyon”.  The term Ta’am Tachton 

refers to Moshe Rabbeinu giving over the Aseres Hadibros to Klal Yisroel.   

 We know that there are two readings – ”טעם עליון“ – לוח ארש 

of the Aseres Hadibros, one is called Ta’am Elyon and one is called Ta’am 

Tachton.  It is called Ta’am Elyon because the Trop of that reading is 

“stronger” (more melodious), higher, while the Trop of the Ta’am 

Tachton has primarily weaker Trop.  Additionally, the Trop of the Ta’am 

Elyon is mostly “above” the words, while the Trop of the Ta’am Tachton 

is mostly below the words.   

“ 2:35 – קב הישר  תעשרת הדברו ” – The Aseres Hadibros of 

Parshas Yisro, in which it says, “,זכור” corresponds to the day, while the 

Aseres Hadibros of Parshas Va’eschanan, which says, “,שמור” 

corresponds to the night.  A person has two crowns upon his head: one 

when his Neshama goes up to Shomayim, when he goes to sleep, and 

another that accompanies him when his Neshama returns to him down 

here in this world.  This is also the reason that there are two Ta’amim for 

the Aseres Hadibros, one for above (Elyon) and one for below (Tachton).   

“ 20:2 – מלבים  אלקיך' אנכי ד ” – What is the difference 

between the word “אנכי” and “אני” – both words translate to mean “I?” 

 means that there something about “I” that is now different than at ”אני“

other times.  For example, “I am now standing” – as opposed to sitting 

or laying down.  “אנכי” means that I am different than others.  For 

example, “I am standing here” – as opposed to anyone else standing 

here.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, “I am Hashem your G-d” – and there is 

no other.   

“ 20:1 – באר משה  ם את כל הדברים האלה לאמרוידבר אלקי ” – 

What does the Posuk mean when it says that Hashem said “All of these 

words?”  “אנכי” includes the entire Torah, just as the word “בראשית” 

includes the entire Creation of the World.  It is known (Ba’al Haturim) 

that there are 620 letters in the Aseres Hadibros.  613 of those letters 

correspond to the Taryag (613) Mitzvos.  The remaining 7 of the 620 

letters corresponds to the 7 days of Creation.  “כל הדברים האלה לאמר” 

is the Gematria of 613 (not counting the Yud of the word הדברים, and 

that Yud represents the Aseres Hadibros), for the Aseres Hadibros is 

inclusive of the entire Torah.   

 – ”וידבר אלקים את כל הדברים האלה לאמר“ 20:1 - באר משה 

It says in the תנא דבי אליהו זוטא Perek 22, that the Aseres Hadibros 
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correspond to the ten Nisyonos Avrohom was tested with, and passed 

all of them.  It was in the Zechus of Avrohom Avinu passing all of his 

Nisyonos that Klal Yisroel were Zoche to Kabolas Hatorah.  

 ”וידבר אלקים את כל הדברים האלה לאמר“ 20:1  - נועם אלימלך 

– It says in the Zohar Hakodosh, when the Posuk says, “את כל” it refers 

to Avrohom Avinu.  This can be explained based upon the Gemara in 

Yuma 28b that says that Avrohom Avinu was Mekayeim the entire Torah 

even though it had not yet been given.  If the Torah was not given, how 

did Avrohom know how to keep the Torah?  Avrohom Avinu sanctified 

himself and attached himself to Hakodosh Boruch Hu with a strong 

bond.  Avrohom Avinu was able to look at the world and understand and 

know what the Mitzvos of the Torah were.  We, however, know the 

Torah based on what the Torah tells us when we learn Torah Lishma.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu placed a Koach in the Torah, whereby if we attach 

ourselves to Hakodosh Boruch Hu; it gives us the ability to connect to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The Torah is telling us here that after we study 

and know the Torah Hakdosha, we too can attach ourselves to the Torah 

Hakdosha the same way as Avrohom Avinu.  

“ 20:2 - ילקוט תימני  אלקיך' אנכי ד ” – Why does the Posuk say, 

 is four letters – and this ”אנכי“ The word  ”?אני“ as opposed to ”אנכי“

teaches us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu reveals Himself from all four sides 

of the world, and that He rules over all parts of the world.   

 – ”וידבר אלקים את כל הדברים האלה לאמר“ 90b - 20:1 – זוהר 

The word “כל” is an extra word here.  This comes to teach us that the 

word “כל” is all inclusive; it includes all of the upper worlds and spheres, 

as well as everything below – the Shomayim, the land and everything on 

it.  All of this is included in the Aseres Hadibros.   

וידבר אלקים את כל הדברים “ Yisro 15 - 20:1 – מדרש תנחומא 

“ Iyov 28:27 – ”האלה לאמר ויאמר לאדם. אז ראה ויספרה הכינה וגם חקרה ” 

– “Then He looked and recorded it, He prepared it and perfected it.  And 

He said to man.”  This is it teach us that if one wants to be a Ben Torah, 

he should not be arrogant to speak in front of a Tzibur until he has 

reviewed what he will say a few times to ensure that what he will say is 

proper and correct.  As the Posuk tells us the same thing here, as it does 

in Iyov, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu reviewed it first to ensure that it was 

perfect, and then He gave it over.  There was a story with Rebbe Akiva, 

when he was called upon to read from the Torah B’Tzibur, and he did 

not want to go up. His Talmidim were perplexed why he would not read 

from the Torah, and questioned him how he could not go up when he 

taught them that the Torah is the life source of our lives.  Rebbe Akiva 

explained to them that he was not refraining from learning Torah, rather 

he was refraining from reading the Torah in public, for he had not 

reviewed it two or three times, and one is not allowed to say Divrei 

Torah in front of a Tzibur until he has reviewed it two or three times.  

We know this from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, as it says in Parshas Yisro 20:1 

and Iyov 28:27 that Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not teach Klal Yisroel Torah 

until He reviewed it.   

וידבר “ Medrash Tanchuma Yisro 15 - 20:1 – מטה נפתלי 

 The Medrash gives a Moshol to a – ”אלקים את כל הדברים האלה לאמר

king who comes to a new province and tells them he wants to be their 

king.  They ask him what he has done for them that they should accept 

him upon themselves as their king?  The king goes and toils much to 

build them a wall, brings water into their land, and then asks them if 

they will accept upon themselves him being their king.  They answered, 

“Yes.”  One would only accept upon himself a king if he believes the king 

is acting in his best interest.  It is not enough to say that he will act in 

their best interest, he must show it.  Therefore, the king in the Moshol 

went to build a wall and brought water, to demonstrate that the 

concerns of the province were also his concerns.  It is for this reason that 

the Torah does not begin with “ אלקיך' אנכי ה ”, rather the Torah tells us 

of the many Chasodim that Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed for Klal 

Yisroel.  Krias Yam Suf, as well as many other great miracles that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed for Klal Yisroel, clearly conveyed the 

message that Hakodosh Boruch Hu was acting for the benefit of Klal 

Yisroel.  It is only then that Hakodosh Boruch Hu asks Klal Yisroel to 

accept Him as their King.  Every person can take Mussar from this.  If 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu can act in this manner, it behooves us to act the 

same. A Ben Torah who speaks to the Tzibur should prepare two or 

three times before speaking.  He must make sure he understands the 

topic he will speak about, but more importantly, he needs to show that 

he is speaking for the people.  It must be clear and apparent that he is 

not speaking for his own good, so that people will say that he is wise and 

knowledgeable, or for any other personal benefit.   

א"גר   All of – ”וידבר אלקים את כל הדברים האלה לאמר“ 20:1 - 

the Torah and the Taryag Mitzvos are included in the Aseres Hadibros.  

All of the different parts of the world are separated into ten Inyanim, 

and the Aseres Hadibros corresponds to these ten different parts of the 

world.   

“ 20:2 – ישא ברכה  אלקיך' אנכי ד ” – Bereishis Rabbah 1:10 – 

The world was created with a ב'  which is from a Loshon of ברכה.  The 

world was not created with an א'  because it was a Loshon of ארור, curse.  

The Aleph complained to Hakodosh Boruch Hu that he is the first letter, 

and it is not fair that the world was not created with him.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu responded that, “Tomorrow I will give the Torah at Sinai, and 

I will begin with you, as it says, ‘ אלקיך' נכי דא ’.”  This Medrash begs an 

explanation – if the Aleph in fact represents ארור, curse, then why does 

the Aseres Hadibros begin with an א' ?  The Torah Hakdosha turns ארור 

into ברכה.  Devorim 23:6 “ כי אהבך  אלקיך לך את הקללה לברכה' ויהפוך ד

אלקיך' ד ” – “And Hashem reversed the curse to a blessing for you, 

because Hashem, your G-d, loved you.”  When did Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

begin loving Klal Yisroel?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu began loving Klal Yisroel 

at Kabolas Hatorah, as the Medrash says in Shemos Rabbah 32:2.  While 

the א'  could not be used for the creation of the world, it could be used 

for the beginning of the Torah – the Aseres Hadibros, for Torah turns 

curse to Brocha.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why there is Ta’am Elyon and 

Ta’am Tachton by the Aseres Hadibros. We know that on Shavuos, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave us the Torah.  But along with the Torah He 

also gave us something else – the לוחות.  That was separate from the 

Torah, as the Posuk says in Shemos 24:12 “ בן ואתנה לך את לוחות הא

  ?What is the significance of the giving of the Luchos  ”.והתורה והמצוה

The Luchos are the physical representation of the bond between 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel.  The Luchos still exist, although it 

is hidden from us now, and it is as permanent as the Torah.  The Aseres 

Hadibros is part of the Torah, and is also the text of the Luchos.  There 

are two sets of Trop, one is for the Torah, which is what we call Ta’am 

Tachton, and then there is Trop for the Luchos, which is broken down 

according to the Aseres Hadibros, and is called Ta’am Elyon.  On 

Shavuos, when we are reenacting the giving of the Torah, we read it 

with the Ta’am Elyon, which represents the Luchos Habris, the Bris – the 

bond, between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel.  The Aseres 

Hadibros is inclusive of the entire Torah.  The Torah has two parts to it: 

Torah Shebiksav, and Torah Shebal Peh.  There are two different sets of 

Trop to represent these two parts of the Torah.  The Ta’am Elyon 

represents the Torah Shebal Peh, the Torah which comes from Above.  

The Ta’am Tachton represents the Torah Shebiksav, the Torah which 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave over to Klal Yisroel to bring forth the Torah 

Shebal Peh down to this world. Just as Avrohom Avinu had to work on 

the Torah, we too must toil over the Torah. We must first accept the 

words of the Torah and engrave it in our hearts, and then we must learn 

the Torah Shebal Peh and solidify our connection with Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  Every time that we read from the Torah, we reenact Matan Torah, 

but the Aseres Hadibros is more than that.  The Aseres Hadibros 

represents the entire Torah and the creation of the world, and in 

addition to all of that, it is also the Luchos Habris, our connection to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Therefore, when there is a Tzibur reading the 

Aseres Hadibros, we Lain it with the Ta’am Elyon, for we seek to reenact 

the giving of the Luchos Habris, which was given with the Ta’am Elyon. 

Perhaps this is also why we have a Minhag to stand during the reading of 

the Aseres Hadibros, for it represents much more than the Torah 

Shebiksav.  May we be Zoche to strengthen our connection to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu through the Luchos Habris.   
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The bochur insisted on mocking him and made 
the trip very unpleasant. When the train 

arrived at their destination, Rav Hirschprung 
went to the home of the local Rav.

As a young refugee escaping from Poland, Rav 
Pinchas Hirschprung was once on a train when 

another bochur entered his compartment.

 Bochur’l, who 
are you faking for? 

Make room for a real 
yeshiva bochur…

That was an 
amazing shtickel 
Torah you said... 

What’s your name?
Hirschprung.

כ“ז טבת  1999 - 1912  5758 - 5672

R’ Pinchas Hirschprung זצ״ל was born in Dukla, Poland. His רבי was his maternal grandfather, 
R’ Dovid Tevli (ַאב בית דין / בעל מנחת סֹולת); he was also רבי of the Pshevorker רבי (R’ Yankele), 
the Klausenberger רבי and others. At 13, he published פרי פנחס. By 15, he was editing the 
monthly ּתֹורה journal of אהל ּתֹורה ,גדֹולי ישראל. He joined ישיבת חכמי לּובלין, where his רבי, R’ 
Meir Shapiro זצ״ל, attested that ר׳ פנחס knew 2,200 דפים of גמרא בעל פה! During WWII, he 
fled to Vilna and then, in 1942, secured a Canadian visa. There, he accepted the position 
of רב דקהלת עדת יׁשּורּון in Montreal. When ישיבת מרכז הּתֹורה opened, he became ראׁש ישיבה. His 
 Chief Rabbi, of ,גאב״ד העיר He was appointed .חסד and צדקּות was matched only by his גאֹונּיּות

Montreal.

The Rav summoned the wealthiest man in town... As this was happening, the bochur who had tried 
mocking Rav Hirschprung entered the Rav’s home.

Many years later, someone asked Rav 
Hirschprung, “How do you handle people 

who bother you?” He responded...

Please come 
inside... how can I 

assist you?

Er, er...

My son, I have 
lived my entire life 

that way!
The Rambam 

writes in a letter 
to his son:

Harav 
Hirschprung’s torah 

is like that of a gadol 
advanced in years. Your 

home will be blessed 
with such a guest...

I will be honored 
to host him and 

thank the Rav for 
this opportunity.

Bochur’l, your 
suit needs more 

patches...

No! No! 
you are Harav 
Hirschprung!

I ask that as a 
personal favor 

you kindly help him 
as well. He traveled 

together with me.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ד ֶאת ָאִביָך ְוֶאת ִאֶמָך   בֵּ )ְשמֹות טז:ד( … כַּ  
 Honor your father and your mother…  
 We all are aware that ם  means listening to or ִכבּוד ָאב ָואֵּ
performing things for our parents, like helping them to put on a coat 
or shoes. If someone would ask you, “What is the ultimate form of  ִכבּוד
ם  ”?that you do for yourself and which your parents only see ָאב ָואֵּ
what would you say? Even if you could you come up with one answer 
for some parents, will that answer satisfy every parent in the world?  
  The ְלָחן ָערּוְך  answers with the (ִסיָמן קמג, ס׳ כא) ִקצּור שֻׁ
following:  ּתֹוָרה ד ֶאת ָאִביו ְוֶאת ִאמֹו, יֲַּעֺסק בַּ בֵּ ִמי ֶשהּוא רֹוֶצה ֶבֱאֶמת ְלכַּ
ם   י ְלָאב ָואֵּ ְבִרּיֹות: ַאְשרֵּ ָגדֹול ָלָאבֹות, ֶשאֹוְמִרים הַּ ָכבֹוד הַּ ֲעִשים טֹוִבים, ֶשֶזהּו הַּ ּוְבמַּ
ן ָכֶזה!  Someone who seeks to truly honor his parents should — ֶשִגְדלּו בֵּ
toil in ּתֹוָרה and be involved in good deeds, for this is the ultimate for 
one’s parents, people will [watch him and] say, “Praiseworthy are the 
father and mother who merited to raise such a [wonderful] son!”  
 The ִמְדָרִשים  teaches that if we are (השכם קטע ג) אֹוָצר הַּ
instructed to keep ם  even when we are in this world, we are ִכבּוד ָאב ָואֵּ
definitely ּיֵּם ם of ִמְצָוה the ְמקַּ  when we are sitting in the ִכבּוד ָאב ָואֵּ
King’s Palace, in the next world. The ִמְדָרש continues that if the child is 
sitting in ֶדן ן־עֵּ  and either of the parents is not, the parent(s) will merit גַּ
being moved eternally into ֶדן ן־עֵּ ם It would not be .גַּ  for ִכבּוד ָאב ָואֵּ
someone to be in better place than his parents.  

ה לג( ה )ִמְצוָׁ י ַהִמְצוָׁ שֵׁ רָׁ  ִמשָׁ

    One of the basic understandings of this ִמְצָוה of honoring 
parents is for people to acknowledge and show their full appreciation 
for all of the goodness that their parents performed for them when 
they were a child. Those who foolishly fail to show full appreciation for 
all the kindness that their parents have bestowed upon them are 
showing ungrateful behavior, which is most greatly despised by both 
man and ד׳. 
 Stop and evaluate the goodness and the countless kindness-
es that children receive from their parents. A child's entire existence in 
this world only came about through his parents. People should particu-
larly contemplate how many times their parents cared for them 
through their many hardships when they were younger. 
 The ִחּנּוְך continues that ם  is the key to opening the ִכבּוד ָאב ָואֵּ
door to serving ד׳ correctly and with love. If a person establishes a 
place in his heart to recognize the goodness he received from his par-
ents, then he will be elevated to recognize the [daily and] greater 
goodness he receives from ד׳ .ד׳ has sustained every person from the 
beginning of creation until today through His Ultimate Goodness.  
 .Divine soul ,ְנָשָמה imbues every person with a beautiful ד׳ 
Without the gift of ְנָשָמה a person would be like a horse or a mule and 
would not understand or be able to reason. If a person internalizes all 
this, he will be inspired to serve ד׳ [with a thankful heart] and perform 
all His ִמְצֹות with care. Adapted from: ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע 

R' Nesanel Quinn ַזַצ״ל was born to ְנָחס ְדבֹוָרה  and ר׳ ַזְלַמן פִּ
ְרָים יָבה  in Brooklyn, NY. In 1921, he was enrolled in מִּ ְישִּ
 Three years later, R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz .ּתֹוָרה ָוַדַעת

יָבה joined the ַזַצ״ל י which began their decades-long ,ְמַנֵהל as ,ְישִּ יד-ֶרבִּ ַּתְלמִּ  
relationship. In 1934, he married ֵלָאה, daughter of R' Meir Linchner (his 
י י Upon his .(ְמֻחָּתן s’ֶרבִּ י s advice, he became a 6th-grade’ֶרבִּ  ,in RJJ. In 1938 ֶרבִּ
he returned as ְסָגן ְמַנֵהל in יָבה ּתֹוָרה ְוַדַעת  and ,ְמַנֵהל He later became .ְישִּ
stayed with the יָבה  for 60+ years. In 1965, he co-founded a learning ְישִּ
camp, אֹור ְשַרָגא. He also managed a major ְשָרֵאל ֵיי ֶאֶרץ יִּ  for over 60 ְצָדָקה ְלֲענִּ
years. A ְפָלא יד נִּ  in anyone he met, with his ַאֲהָבה ַלד׳ ּוְלּתֹוָרתֹו he instilled ,ַמְתמִּ
warmth, יוּות ,ֶחֶסד יֹות and ֲענִּ  .ַאֲהַבת ַהְברִּ

 כ״ח שבט
5670 — 5765 
1910 — 2005 

 Over 50 years ago, a young חּור  who had בָּ
recently lost his father enrolled in  ה ה ּתֹורָּ יבָּ ְישִׁ
ַדַעת  On his first Friday, he was called into .וָּ
the ְמַנֵהל’s office. R’ Quinn ַזַצ״ל was 
waiting to talk. With his trademark smile, 
R’ Quinn pressed a quarter into the boy’s 
hand and said, “Please take this and buy a 
flower for your mother. Do not say it is 
from me. Simply tell her how you were 
thinking about her and wanted to get her 
something.  This  is  the  sort  of  gesture  that  she  will 
always appreciate!” 
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All Because of Some Hot SoupLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ֶלֱאָכל ֶלֶחם ִעם ֺחֵתן ֺמֶשה ִלְפֵני ָהֱאֺלִקים )ְשמֹות י״ח:י״ב(…   
 … To eat bread with the father-in-law of ֺמֶשה before ה׳. 
 The (ְבָרכֹות ס״ד.) ְגָמָרא relates: “R' Avin said, ‘Anyone who 
enjoys a meal in which a ְלִמיד ָחָכם  partakes, it is as though he תַּ
enjoyed the radiance of the ְשִכיָנה.’” Partaking of this type of meal is 
comparable to partaking of a (ָאבֹות ג׳:ד׳) ָקְרָבן. 
 was under the impression that it is possible to achieve ִיְתרֹו 
closeness to ד׳ only through fasting, but ַאֲהֺרן and the ְזֵקִנים knew 
differently. They understood that the ְסעּוָדה of a ְלִמיד ָחָכם  has the תַּ
power to draw people close to ד׳, just like a ָקְרָבן. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 During WWII, R' Yaakov Galinsky was exiled to Siberia. 
Once, after he had served a 40-day period on starvation rations as a 
punishment, he was given hot soup as a special favor. There was 
another  Jew  present,  Cholev,  who  was  still  serving  his  40-day 
starvation period. 
 At first, R' Yaakov debated whether or not to share his soup 
with Cholev, but it did not take him long to decide. 
 “Yankele, Yankele,” he berated himself, “how can you eat 
alone, when there is a starving Jew right next to you?” He shared his 
soup with Cholev, who enjoyed it tremendously. 
 Many years later, R' Yaakov was living in ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָרֵאל. At that 
time, Jews from Arab lands had immigrated to ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָרֵאל en masse. 
These Sephardic Jews were housed in camps that were run by the 
secular Zionist administration, which wanted to strip them of their 
religion and heritage. 
 The ֲחזֹון ִאיש sent R' Yaakov and another ְלִמיד ָחָכם  to the תַּ
camps to ascertain how many of the parents were interested in giving 
their children a תֹוָרה education. When they arrived at a certain camp, 
they found that all entrances were barred and special permission was 
required to gain entry. The ֲחזֹון ִאיש instructed them to dig a tunnel 
up to the fence. 
 R' Yaakov and his companion managed to dig a tunnel and 

sneak into the camp. When they were spotted, the Yiddish-speaking 
directors demanded to know what they were doing. The directors 
ordered  them  to  leave  the  camp,  but  the  two  pretended  not  to 
understand Yiddish. In the meantime, R' Yaakov strained to hear what 
they were saying to each other. He heard one of the directors say, 
“Cholev will be here soon and then we’ll decide what to do with 
them.” 
 The name “Cholev” rang a bell in R' Yaakov’s head. After a 
while, he remembered the incident with the soup. 
 When Cholev arrived, R' Yaakov immediately recognized 
him as the one with whom he had shared his soup. It turned out that 
Cholev  was  one  of  those  in  charge  of  the  camp.  When  he  saw 
R' Yaakov, Cholev also remembered the hot soup he had enjoyed. He 
was delighted to see R' Yaakov and he patted him warmly on the 
shoulder. 
 “Do you want me to help you get out of the camp?” he 
asked. 
 “I know how to do that myself,” R' Yaakov answered.  
 R' Yaakov realized that this was a Heaven-sent opportunity 
to capitalize on Cholev’s gratitude toward him. He took Cholev aside 
and  asked  him  to  find  out  how  many  parents  in  the  camp  were 
interested in giving their children a תֹוָרה education. 
 Cholev was surprised at the request, but his feelings of 
gratitude  toward  R'  Yaakov  were  too  deep  for  him  to  reject  his 
appeal. 
 “Wait until the other directors leave and I will find out for 
you,” he promised. 
 Shortly afterward, Cholev came to R' Yaakov with a list of 
nearly 65 parents who were interested. With the benefit of this list, 
many students were enrolled in ְיִשיבֹות and went on to build faithful 
Jewish homes. 
 All because of some hot soup. 

Adapted from: Aleinu L’shabei’ach (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Every ְקִריַאת ַהּתֹוָרה is a miniature ַקָבַלת ַהּתֹוָרה and there 
must be 3 people at the ִביָמה, representing ינּו ,ד׳ ה ַרבֵּ  ֺמשֶׁ
and ל  as he calls people to ד׳ represents ַגַבאי The .ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ

come up and accept the ּתֹוָרה. The א ה  represents ַבַעל קֹורֵּ ֺמשֶׁ
ינּו ה to the people. The ּתֹוָרה as he reads the ַרבֵּ  עֹולֶׁ
represents ל  .for the people ּתֹוָרה as he accepts the ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ

ָרה  וֹו ת ְקִריַאת ַהתּת ִהְלכוֹו
ָרה וֹו ַלת ַהתּת ִעְנָין ַקבּתָ - בּתְ

Halacha 
Corner

3rd International Pirchei שובבים Contest

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Avie ִליָט״א  recalls how his son שַׁ
came home with such excitement one winter 
day and asked the following question:  
 “I was coming home from ֲחִרית  this שַׁ
morning and I saw an older person, with a 
white beard, who must be at least 80 years old. 
When  I  noticed  him,  he  was  walking  past  a 
gentile digging at the snow to make a pathway 
in the sidewalk. This elderly man saw that there 
was   a   spare   shovel   on   the   side   of   the 
pavement. He walked over to the shovel, 
picked it up and with great effort he tried twice 
to dig away at the snow. He then turned to the 
gentile and apologized, explaining that it is 
really hard for him to shovel at his age. The 
gentile smiled and thanked him profusely for 

trying. He then continued walking down the 
road as if nothing happened. ַאָבא, what do you 
have to say to such a person?”   
 R' Avie had his own experience and 
therefore knew exactly whom his son had met. 
With a confident smile, he told him, “My son, 
you should have said to him, ‘Good morning, R' 
Quinn!’” 
  R' Avie was walking home with R' 
Quinn ״ל צַׁ ָבת one wintry זַׁ  ,R' Quinn .מֹוָצֵאי שַׁ
then in his high eighties, carried himself like a 
much younger person. Road conditions that 
ָבת  were treacherous. The ground was מֹוָצֵאי שַׁ
extremely slippery due to the fact that the 
snow from the previous night had first melted, 
and then fresh snow had fallen on ָבת  'day. R שַׁ
Quinn  suddenly  stopped  talking,  excused 

himself and began running. He had noticed two 
young men, who did not appear to be ְיִשיָבה 
 pushing a stuck car. He ran over and ,ָבחּוִרים
joined them as they were pushing their car out 
of the snow.  
 My ְלִמיד  R' Nesanel Quinn taught ,תַׁ
his ְלִמיִדים  s’ְיִשיָבה/ֶרִבי/to thank their parents תַׁ
cook on a daily basis. R' Quinn lived his ֶרִבי's 
teachings every moment, whether on the street 
or    inside    the    bank.    He    always    found 
opportunity to create a ִים  Is it any .ִקּדּוש ֵשם ָשמַׁ
wonder that when R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz 
״ל צַׁ  introduced him to R' Elchonon, he referred זַׁ
to R' Quinn as "my best ְלִמיד  ?"תַׁ

      ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי Your  ,ְבְיִדידּות

Source: Story heard from R’ Avie ִליָט״א  שַׁ

FocusonMiddos

4th week of ִמְצָוה — ׁשֹוְבִבים of ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום contest 
 To participate, boys in 1st and 2nd grade should complete the ָפָרָׁשה until 3 ,ֵׁשִניrd grade until 4 ,ְׁשִליִׁשיth grade until 5 ,ְרִביִעיth grade until 6 ,ֲחִמיִׁשיth 
grade until 7 ,ִׁשִׁשיth and 8th grades complete the ָפָרָׁשה. Participants will be entered in a raffle for a set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים and the weekly winner 
will also receive a set of חּוָמִׁשים with the פירוש of מעט צרי (an explanation of the ַתְרּגּום in ָלׁשֹון ַהקֹוֶדׁש). Please send a fax to 718 506 9633 by Sunday at 
7:00 p.m.). The current contestants:  
Grade 1 – Mordechai Nass, The Cheder; Yitzchak Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Chaim Aschendoff, Michael Babazadeh, Chaim Bash, Shuey Berger, 
Avrohom  Dovid  Blum,  Shimon  Brach,  Levi  Brecher,  Eli  Brody,  Daniel  Bruck,  Ephraim  Cohen,  Moshe  Cywiak,  Yisroel  Drillik,  Yonatan  Dovid,  Simcha 
Fireworker, Binyomin Zev Florans, Avi Goldbord, Nachi Goldstein, Shlomo Gross, Avi Grossberger, Zevi Hirsch, Aharon Itzkowitz, Chagai Jaapon, Sruli Kagan, 
Sruli Kriger, Yair Lasry, Chaim Lederer, Elchonon Lorber, Zevi Markowitz, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, Yonason Moradi, Effie Neuman, Nisson Noviko, Avromi Perl, 
Dovid Pomerantz,  Shlomo Zalman Salgo,  Zevy Schilit,  Yitzchak Schlaff,  Mordechai Slomovics,  Mendy Sokel,  Eliyahu Stern,  Eli Steur,  Bentzi Stroh,  David 
Tepfer,  Dovid Tessler,  Tzvi Treuhaft,  Avrohom Vaiselberg,  Nesanel Vaiselberg,  Avi Weiss,  Moshe Wertzberger,  Dovi Worenklein,  Nathan Yaiche,  Chaim 
Zahler, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Boruch Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda Tessler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, 
MD;  Moshe Lasar, Yeshiva Shaare Tzion,  Piscataway Township, NJ;  Yerachmiel Rothenberg, Clifton Cheder,  Clifton, NJ;  Mordechai Dovid Goldberg, 
Yeshivas Ohr HaTorah; Zev Cohen, Chatzkel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim;  Lakewood, NJ;  Refoel Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic; Dovid Rabinowitz, 
Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ. Grade 2 – Gavriel Mahperi, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Meir Benhamo, Pinchas Bookson, Moshe Dahan, Daniel Friedman, 
Ari Goldman, Nachmi Herzberg, Eliyahu Jakubovic, Moshe Eliezer Kahan, Shimon Kaufman, Avrumi Kupczyk, David Mordechai, Yehuda Obermeister, 
Gavriel Orzel,  Daniel Shilman,  Hillel Suliman-Zada,  Zev Yankovich,  Yisroel Yefet,  Moishe Zimmerman,  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Nesanel Yehuda Keller, 
Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Yisroel Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin; Chaim Shaim, Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Shmuel Baumann, Moshe Bentzion Blum, 
Moshe Brachfeld, Shlomo Czeisler, Yisroel Yakov Feiger, Shlomo Fettman, Shimi Fireworker, Dovid Friedman, Aharon Yeshaya Gifter, Yossi Gray, Shmuel 
Haas,  Yisrael Yehuda Haas,  Shmuel Hirsch,  Aharon Horowitz,  Isser Zalman Itzkowitz,  Zisha Katzenstein,  Shaya Landau,  Avrohom Zev Levitin,  Akiva 
Lieberman, Boruch Leib Mandel, Aharon Mehlman, Motti Neuman, Ahron Oberlander, Shlomo Reichman, Yosef Reisman, Kalman Rubinstein, Shmuel 
Schreiber, Simcha Shapiro, Mayer Baruch Slomovics, Tzvi Eli Stern, Hillel Travitsky, Eliezer Weinberger, Yaakov Weiss, Sruli Yifat, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 
Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Aryeh Kohl, Yeshiva Degel Hatorah, Spring Valley, NY; Avromi Atlas, Binyamin Kroll, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; 
Chatzkel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Mordechai Shlomo Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic, Passiac, NJ; Yossi Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew 
Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Chaim Feifer, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Wickliffe, OH. Grade 3 – Meir Nass, Nesanel Neuhaus, The Cheder; Eliyohu Helberg, 
Tiferes Elimelech;  Chaim Auerbach,  Ezra Chertok,  Raphi Koshanfar,  Dovi Lerner,  Zevi Melcer,  Matan Verschleiser,   Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Yissachar 
Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe Fastag, Avrohom Meir Fried, Zalmi Friedman, Daniel Gershbaum, Yehoshua Gershbaum, Moshe Shmuel 
Guttman, Mendy Herbstman, Moshe Koritz, Ari Korsinsky, Shuie Lang, Yerachmiel Lasker, Dovy Levy, Yakov Perl, Shmueli Schachter, Dovi Werner, Yitzy 
Yaiche, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yehoshua Yoel Aharon, Shmuel Wind, Tani Wind, Yeshiva of South Shore, Woodmere, NY; Yaakov Mordechai 
Shacham, Clifton Cheder, Clifton, NJ; Baruch Berger, Gedalya Charish, Mordechai Shaul David, Michel Fishman, Nosson Gugenheimer, Refael Shmuel 
Hertz, Dovid Herzig, Dovid Yehuda Jacobowitz, Dov Karfiol, Naftali Laupidot, Baruch Sher, Eliyahu Slomovits, Yeshiva Toras Aron, Lakewood, NJ. Grade 4 – 
Yonah Fogel,  Moshe Boruch Mahpour,  Rafi Mordechai,  Avrohom Rosenberg,  Falik Shedrowitzky,  Alex Tusher,   Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Dovid Zazulia, 
Yeshiva Chaim Berlin;  Boruch Kaplan,  Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin;  Shlomo Moshayev,  Yeshiva of Brooklyn;  Yosef Friedman,  Eli Weichselbaum,  Yeshiva Ohr 
Shraga; Eliyahu Berger, Moshe Blum, Yaakov Czeisler, Chaim Davis, Adiel Duchovny, Dovid Egri, Dovy Einhorn, Daniel Farkas, Shmully Fr ank, Ari Gray, 
Avrumie Hellmann, Ahron Yehuda Herbstman, Yechiel Ledereich, Bentzy Leshem, Tzvi Elimelech Levitan, Refael Oberlander, Dovid Rubinstein, Yaakov 
Schonbrun,  Yaakov Schwartzmer,  Yakov Shienerman,  Aryeh Leib Silberberg,  Mayer Slamowics,  Yoni Solomon,  Eliezer Speiser,   Avi Stahl,  Yeshiva Torah 
Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Kaufman, Asher Yeshaya Knopfler, Yishaya Litt, Yehoshua Perecman, Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, 
Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda Dear, Eliyahu Derman, Yitzy Eisenstein, Yehoshua Eisner, Shmuel Feuer, Ephraim Frankel, Zevi Gelbtuch, Avraham Gelman, Chaim 
Goldfarb, Yitzchok Chaim Gunsberg, Moshe Hollander, Yoni Klein, Binyomin Levine, Moshe Sicker, Tzvi Steif, Gamliel Mordechai Sternberg, Menachem 
Taub, Yonatan Waintraub, Dovid Weissmandl, Daniel Zimerman, Shimi Zweig,  Yeshiva of Spring Valley,  Monsey, NY;  Nesanel Yitzchok Adler, Boruch 
Yaakov Alter, Shua Cardash, Yair Eliyahu, Aharon Fox, Nosson Tzvi Friedman, Akiva Glenner, Asher Gutkin, Yitzy Jaeger, Henoch Montrose, Yaakov Meir 
Polstein,  Yaakov  Prawer,  Yeshiva  Tiferes  Tzvi;  Chicago,  IL;  Yaakov  Abrahams,  Sholom  Dovid  Behmanesh,  Lev  Ehsanipoor,  Akiva  Elman,  Menashe 
Guttenberg, Yoel Hettleman, Chaim Levi, Yissacher Lieder, Moshe Ribakow, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim, Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Rothenberg, Clifton Cheder, 
Clifton,  NJ;  Mordechai Meir Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Ezra Kassin, Michoel Aron Levy,  Yeshiva Bais HaTorah,  Lakewood,  NJ;  Cobi Scherer, 
Yonason Singer, Eliezer Teitelbaum, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School;  Cincinnati, OH;  Shlomo Goldman, Chaim Joseph, Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; 
Cleveland, OH;  Simcha Levovitz,  Yeshiva Derech HaTorah,  Wickliffe, OH;  Sholom Benyominson, Yitzchok Karp, Shlomo Lapin, Yosef Purec, Providence 
Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Aron Shlomo Davis, Yecheskel Feld, Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK. Grade 5 – Mordechai Kaplan, Eliyahu Nass, The 
Cheder;  Mordechai Dovid Beylus,  Moshe Gelb,  Eliezer Halberstam,  Zevi Hershkowitz,  Menachem Manis Lang,  Eytan Weisz,  Shmuel Chaim Yomtov, 
Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yitzchok Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Aharon Fried, Aharon Harel, Chanoch Harel, Dovi Hirsch, Moshe Simcha Itzkowitz, Yitzi 
Lang, Avromy Leshkowitz, Shuli Lowy, Michoel Minzer, Yitzy Minzer, Shmuel Pearlman, Aharon Plotsker, Yehuda Travitsky, Noam Zarinmanesh, Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaas; Yaakov Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Ari Wind, Yeshiva of 
South Shore, Woodmere, NY; Duvid Unger, Yeshiva Ohr Boruch D’Veitzen; Chicago, IL; Chaim Markowitz, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Yossie Atlas, Dov 
Belsky,  Yehuda Chaifetz,  Menashe Moshe Hack,  Reuven Kleiner,  Tzvi Linzer,  Sruly Lurie,  Yehoshua Oratz,  Meir Simcha Paige,  Levi Yitzchak Salazar, 
Binyomin Statfeld,  Aryeh Leib Stein,  Chaim Steinhardt,  Yoni Zeiger,  Yeshivas Torah Institute,  Baltimore,  MD;  Chaim Yeruchem Cohen,  Chaim Shmuel 
Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim, Lakewood, NJ; Menachem Greenfeld, Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ; Levi Minkin, Providence Hebrew Day School; 
Providence, RI. Grade 6 – Mendel Kahn, Ruach Chaim; Eliyohu Falik, The Cheder; Nuta Sholom Hamel, Binyomin Zev Helberg, Tiferes Elimelech; Nissim 
Harari-Raful, Refael Shabtai, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe Levy, Shmuel Eliyohu Shain, Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Aryeh Brachfeld, Avrumi Davidoff, 
Zev Lapidoth, Shimon Stahl, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Mayer Ozer Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Yehuda Kaufman, Fallsburg Cheder 
School, Fallsburg, NY; Shmuel Yankelewitz, Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Naftali Grumet, Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; Inwood, NY; Shmuel 
Grossman,  Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe;  Kew Gardens, NY;  Yehuda Anteby, Shlomo Mayer Davidson, Yechezkel Friedman, Meir Kallner, Dovid Katz, Moishe 
Rothstein, Yeshiva Beth Mikroh, Monsey, NY; Avrohom Dovid Eichenstein, Binyomin Feldman, Yosef Chaim Gholian, Asher Goldberg, Boruch Meiselman, 
Nachi Meyers, Dovid Mintz, Srully Solloff, Avrohom C. Sopher, Yisroel Meir Tendler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Meir Kassin, Yeshiva 
Bais HaTorah; Moshe Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua Ottensoser, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Yehoshua 
Hack, Aharon Eliezer Karp, Shmuel Rosenthal, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Dovi Steinhaus, Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK. Grade 7 – 
Yitzchok Deitel,  Yosef Chaim Gold,  Akiva Herman,  Avrohom Yaakov Kaplan,  Yaakov Katz,  Mendel Kurinets,  Gavriel Mirkin,  Moishy Orange,  Yitzy Pearl, 
Nosson Schloss, Elazar Shimonovich, Nathan Spitzer, Shaya Szanzer, Yeshaya Dovid Wallerstein, Dovid Zlotnick,  Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana; Eitan Brown, Yosef 
Chaim Gutman, Moshe Yaakov Herskovic, David Kapetas, Zevi Leibler, Akiva Merl, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan, Mendy Reiss, Yeshiva 
Karlin-Stolin; Sholom Aaron Meller, Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Refael Yitzchok Friedman, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga; Yedidya Grant, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 
Brooklyn, NY; Aryeh L. Perecman, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Reuven Kassin, Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Shmuel Pitterman, Yeshiva Toras Aron; 
Lakewood, NJ;  Binyomin Elimelech Gutlove,  Yeshiva M’kor Baruch;  Passiac, NJ;  Binyomin Zev Lasar,  Yeshiva Shaare Tzion,  Piscataway Township, NJ; 
Mordechai Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Mordechai Bielory, Chaim Golden, Shimon Kapilevich, Yisroel Mordechai Karp, Ezra 
Minkin, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Menachem Posen, Mechina L’yeshiva; Gateshead, UK; Mordechai Tsvi Abenson, Shimon Adler, 
Yitsy Bamberger, Efraim Eckstein, Benzion Englard, Binyomin Goldman, Tovia Leiberman, Dovid Leitner, Binyomin Levin, Yankele Levin, Pinchos Levkovits, 
Shmuli Prijs, Aron Tsvi Saunders, Beis Hatalmud; Manchester, UK. Grade 8 – Chaim Eli Shain, Ruach Chaim; Yehuda Auerbach, Eli Feuchtwanger, Gershom 
Gorbulsky, Naftali Hollander, Leiby Mutterperl, Yeshurin Sorscher, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yehuda Mosak, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Daniel Gross, Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Menachem Levitansky, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Boruch Gedalya, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua 
Reidler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Azriel Yudkowsky, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI. 



All Because of Some Hot SoupLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ֶלֱאָכל ֶלֶחם ִעם ֺחֵתן ֺמֶשה ִלְפֵני ָהֱאֺלִקים )ְשמֹות י״ח:י״ב(…   
 … To eat bread with the father-in-law of ֺמֶשה before ה׳. 
 The (ְבָרכֹות ס״ד.) ְגָמָרא relates: “R' Avin said, ‘Anyone who 
enjoys a meal in which a ְלִמיד ָחָכם  partakes, it is as though he תַּ
enjoyed the radiance of the ְשִכיָנה.’” Partaking of this type of meal is 
comparable to partaking of a (ָאבֹות ג׳:ד׳) ָקְרָבן. 
 was under the impression that it is possible to achieve ִיְתרֹו 
closeness to ד׳ only through fasting, but ַאֲהֺרן and the ְזֵקִנים knew 
differently. They understood that the ְסעּוָדה of a ְלִמיד ָחָכם  has the תַּ
power to draw people close to ד׳, just like a ָקְרָבן. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 During WWII, R' Yaakov Galinsky was exiled to Siberia. 
Once, after he had served a 40-day period on starvation rations as a 
punishment, he was given hot soup as a special favor. There was 
another  Jew  present,  Cholev,  who  was  still  serving  his  40-day 
starvation period. 
 At first, R' Yaakov debated whether or not to share his soup 
with Cholev, but it did not take him long to decide. 
 “Yankele, Yankele,” he berated himself, “how can you eat 
alone, when there is a starving Jew right next to you?” He shared his 
soup with Cholev, who enjoyed it tremendously. 
 Many years later, R' Yaakov was living in ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָרֵאל. At that 
time, Jews from Arab lands had immigrated to ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָרֵאל en masse. 
These Sephardic Jews were housed in camps that were run by the 
secular Zionist administration, which wanted to strip them of their 
religion and heritage. 
 The ֲחזֹון ִאיש sent R' Yaakov and another ְלִמיד ָחָכם  to the תַּ
camps to ascertain how many of the parents were interested in giving 
their children a תֹוָרה education. When they arrived at a certain camp, 
they found that all entrances were barred and special permission was 
required to gain entry. The ֲחזֹון ִאיש instructed them to dig a tunnel 
up to the fence. 
 R' Yaakov and his companion managed to dig a tunnel and 

sneak into the camp. When they were spotted, the Yiddish-speaking 
directors demanded to know what they were doing. The directors 
ordered  them  to  leave  the  camp,  but  the  two  pretended  not  to 
understand Yiddish. In the meantime, R' Yaakov strained to hear what 
they were saying to each other. He heard one of the directors say, 
“Cholev will be here soon and then we’ll decide what to do with 
them.” 
 The name “Cholev” rang a bell in R' Yaakov’s head. After a 
while, he remembered the incident with the soup. 
 When Cholev arrived, R' Yaakov immediately recognized 
him as the one with whom he had shared his soup. It turned out that 
Cholev  was  one  of  those  in  charge  of  the  camp.  When  he  saw 
R' Yaakov, Cholev also remembered the hot soup he had enjoyed. He 
was delighted to see R' Yaakov and he patted him warmly on the 
shoulder. 
 “Do you want me to help you get out of the camp?” he 
asked. 
 “I know how to do that myself,” R' Yaakov answered.  
 R' Yaakov realized that this was a Heaven-sent opportunity 
to capitalize on Cholev’s gratitude toward him. He took Cholev aside 
and  asked  him  to  find  out  how  many  parents  in  the  camp  were 
interested in giving their children a תֹוָרה education. 
 Cholev was surprised at the request, but his feelings of 
gratitude  toward  R'  Yaakov  were  too  deep  for  him  to  reject  his 
appeal. 
 “Wait until the other directors leave and I will find out for 
you,” he promised. 
 Shortly afterward, Cholev came to R' Yaakov with a list of 
nearly 65 parents who were interested. With the benefit of this list, 
many students were enrolled in ְיִשיבֹות and went on to build faithful 
Jewish homes. 
 All because of some hot soup. 

Adapted from: Aleinu L’shabei’ach (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Every ְקִריַאת ַהּתֹוָרה is a miniature ַקָבַלת ַהּתֹוָרה and there 
must be 3 people at the ִביָמה, representing ינּו ,ד׳ ה ַרבֵּ  ֺמשֶׁ
and ל  as he calls people to ד׳ represents ַגַבאי The .ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ

come up and accept the ּתֹוָרה. The א ה  represents ַבַעל קֹורֵּ ֺמשֶׁ
ינּו ה to the people. The ּתֹוָרה as he reads the ַרבֵּ  עֹולֶׁ
represents ל  .for the people ּתֹוָרה as he accepts the ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ

ָרה  וֹו ת ְקִריַאת ַהתּת ִהְלכוֹו
ָרה וֹו ַלת ַהתּת ִעְנָין ַקבּתָ - בּתְ

Halacha 
Corner

3rd International Pirchei שובבים Contest

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Avie ִליָט״א  recalls how his son שַׁ
came home with such excitement one winter 
day and asked the following question:  
 “I was coming home from ֲחִרית  this שַׁ
morning and I saw an older person, with a 
white beard, who must be at least 80 years old. 
When  I  noticed  him,  he  was  walking  past  a 
gentile digging at the snow to make a pathway 
in the sidewalk. This elderly man saw that there 
was   a   spare   shovel   on   the   side   of   the 
pavement. He walked over to the shovel, 
picked it up and with great effort he tried twice 
to dig away at the snow. He then turned to the 
gentile and apologized, explaining that it is 
really hard for him to shovel at his age. The 
gentile smiled and thanked him profusely for 

trying. He then continued walking down the 
road as if nothing happened. ַאָבא, what do you 
have to say to such a person?”   
 R' Avie had his own experience and 
therefore knew exactly whom his son had met. 
With a confident smile, he told him, “My son, 
you should have said to him, ‘Good morning, R' 
Quinn!’” 
  R' Avie was walking home with R' 
Quinn ״ל צַׁ ָבת one wintry זַׁ  ,R' Quinn .מֹוָצֵאי שַׁ
then in his high eighties, carried himself like a 
much younger person. Road conditions that 
ָבת  were treacherous. The ground was מֹוָצֵאי שַׁ
extremely slippery due to the fact that the 
snow from the previous night had first melted, 
and then fresh snow had fallen on ָבת  'day. R שַׁ
Quinn  suddenly  stopped  talking,  excused 

himself and began running. He had noticed two 
young men, who did not appear to be ְיִשיָבה 
 pushing a stuck car. He ran over and ,ָבחּוִרים
joined them as they were pushing their car out 
of the snow.  
 My ְלִמיד  R' Nesanel Quinn taught ,תַׁ
his ְלִמיִדים  s’ְיִשיָבה/ֶרִבי/to thank their parents תַׁ
cook on a daily basis. R' Quinn lived his ֶרִבי's 
teachings every moment, whether on the street 
or    inside    the    bank.    He    always    found 
opportunity to create a ִים  Is it any .ִקּדּוש ֵשם ָשמַׁ
wonder that when R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz 
״ל צַׁ  introduced him to R' Elchonon, he referred זַׁ
to R' Quinn as "my best ְלִמיד  ?"תַׁ

      ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי Your  ,ְבְיִדידּות

Source: Story heard from R’ Avie ִליָט״א  שַׁ

FocusonMiddos

4th week of ִמְצָוה — ׁשֹוְבִבים of ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום contest 
 To participate, boys in 1st and 2nd grade should complete the ָפָרָׁשה until 3 ,ֵׁשִניrd grade until 4 ,ְׁשִליִׁשיth grade until 5 ,ְרִביִעיth grade until 6 ,ֲחִמיִׁשיth 
grade until 7 ,ִׁשִׁשיth and 8th grades complete the ָפָרָׁשה. Participants will be entered in a raffle for a set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים and the weekly winner 
will also receive a set of חּוָמִׁשים with the פירוש of מעט צרי (an explanation of the ַתְרּגּום in ָלׁשֹון ַהקֹוֶדׁש). Please send a fax to 718 506 9633 by Sunday at 
7:00 p.m.). The current contestants:  
Grade 1 – Mordechai Nass, The Cheder; Yitzchak Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Chaim Aschendoff, Michael Babazadeh, Chaim Bash, Shuey Berger, 
Avrohom  Dovid  Blum,  Shimon  Brach,  Levi  Brecher,  Eli  Brody,  Daniel  Bruck,  Ephraim  Cohen,  Moshe  Cywiak,  Yisroel  Drillik,  Yonatan  Dovid,  Simcha 
Fireworker, Binyomin Zev Florans, Avi Goldbord, Nachi Goldstein, Shlomo Gross, Avi Grossberger, Zevi Hirsch, Aharon Itzkowitz, Chagai Jaapon, Sruli Kagan, 
Sruli Kriger, Yair Lasry, Chaim Lederer, Elchonon Lorber, Zevi Markowitz, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, Yonason Moradi, Effie Neuman, Nisson Noviko, Avromi Perl, 
Dovid Pomerantz,  Shlomo Zalman Salgo,  Zevy Schilit,  Yitzchak Schlaff,  Mordechai Slomovics,  Mendy Sokel,  Eliyahu Stern,  Eli Steur,  Bentzi Stroh,  David 
Tepfer,  Dovid Tessler,  Tzvi Treuhaft,  Avrohom Vaiselberg,  Nesanel Vaiselberg,  Avi Weiss,  Moshe Wertzberger,  Dovi Worenklein,  Nathan Yaiche,  Chaim 
Zahler, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Boruch Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda Tessler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, 
MD;  Moshe Lasar, Yeshiva Shaare Tzion,  Piscataway Township, NJ;  Yerachmiel Rothenberg, Clifton Cheder,  Clifton, NJ;  Mordechai Dovid Goldberg, 
Yeshivas Ohr HaTorah; Zev Cohen, Chatzkel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim;  Lakewood, NJ;  Refoel Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic; Dovid Rabinowitz, 
Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ. Grade 2 – Gavriel Mahperi, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Meir Benhamo, Pinchas Bookson, Moshe Dahan, Daniel Friedman, 
Ari Goldman, Nachmi Herzberg, Eliyahu Jakubovic, Moshe Eliezer Kahan, Shimon Kaufman, Avrumi Kupczyk, David Mordechai, Yehuda Obermeister, 
Gavriel Orzel,  Daniel Shilman,  Hillel Suliman-Zada,  Zev Yankovich,  Yisroel Yefet,  Moishe Zimmerman,  Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Nesanel Yehuda Keller, 
Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Yisroel Kaplan, Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin; Chaim Shaim, Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Shmuel Baumann, Moshe Bentzion Blum, 
Moshe Brachfeld, Shlomo Czeisler, Yisroel Yakov Feiger, Shlomo Fettman, Shimi Fireworker, Dovid Friedman, Aharon Yeshaya Gifter, Yossi Gray, Shmuel 
Haas,  Yisrael Yehuda Haas,  Shmuel Hirsch,  Aharon Horowitz,  Isser Zalman Itzkowitz,  Zisha Katzenstein,  Shaya Landau,  Avrohom Zev Levitin,  Akiva 
Lieberman, Boruch Leib Mandel, Aharon Mehlman, Motti Neuman, Ahron Oberlander, Shlomo Reichman, Yosef Reisman, Kalman Rubinstein, Shmuel 
Schreiber, Simcha Shapiro, Mayer Baruch Slomovics, Tzvi Eli Stern, Hillel Travitsky, Eliezer Weinberger, Yaakov Weiss, Sruli Yifat, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 
Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Aryeh Kohl, Yeshiva Degel Hatorah, Spring Valley, NY; Avromi Atlas, Binyamin Kroll, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; 
Chatzkel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Mordechai Shlomo Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic, Passiac, NJ; Yossi Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew 
Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Chaim Feifer, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Wickliffe, OH. Grade 3 – Meir Nass, Nesanel Neuhaus, The Cheder; Eliyohu Helberg, 
Tiferes Elimelech;  Chaim Auerbach,  Ezra Chertok,  Raphi Koshanfar,  Dovi Lerner,  Zevi Melcer,  Matan Verschleiser,   Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Yissachar 
Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe Fastag, Avrohom Meir Fried, Zalmi Friedman, Daniel Gershbaum, Yehoshua Gershbaum, Moshe Shmuel 
Guttman, Mendy Herbstman, Moshe Koritz, Ari Korsinsky, Shuie Lang, Yerachmiel Lasker, Dovy Levy, Yakov Perl, Shmueli Schachter, Dovi Werner, Yitzy 
Yaiche, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yehoshua Yoel Aharon, Shmuel Wind, Tani Wind, Yeshiva of South Shore, Woodmere, NY; Yaakov Mordechai 
Shacham, Clifton Cheder, Clifton, NJ; Baruch Berger, Gedalya Charish, Mordechai Shaul David, Michel Fishman, Nosson Gugenheimer, Refael Shmuel 
Hertz, Dovid Herzig, Dovid Yehuda Jacobowitz, Dov Karfiol, Naftali Laupidot, Baruch Sher, Eliyahu Slomovits, Yeshiva Toras Aron, Lakewood, NJ. Grade 4 – 
Yonah Fogel,  Moshe Boruch Mahpour,  Rafi Mordechai,  Avrohom Rosenberg,  Falik Shedrowitzky,  Alex Tusher,   Yeshiva Ahavas Torah;  Dovid Zazulia, 
Yeshiva Chaim Berlin;  Boruch Kaplan,  Yeshiva Karlin-Stolin;  Shlomo Moshayev,  Yeshiva of Brooklyn;  Yosef Friedman,  Eli Weichselbaum,  Yeshiva Ohr 
Shraga; Eliyahu Berger, Moshe Blum, Yaakov Czeisler, Chaim Davis, Adiel Duchovny, Dovid Egri, Dovy Einhorn, Daniel Farkas, Shmully Fr ank, Ari Gray, 
Avrumie Hellmann, Ahron Yehuda Herbstman, Yechiel Ledereich, Bentzy Leshem, Tzvi Elimelech Levitan, Refael Oberlander, Dovid Rubinstein, Yaakov 
Schonbrun,  Yaakov Schwartzmer,  Yakov Shienerman,  Aryeh Leib Silberberg,  Mayer Slamowics,  Yoni Solomon,  Eliezer Speiser,   Avi Stahl,  Yeshiva Torah 
Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Kaufman, Asher Yeshaya Knopfler, Yishaya Litt, Yehoshua Perecman, Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, 
Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda Dear, Eliyahu Derman, Yitzy Eisenstein, Yehoshua Eisner, Shmuel Feuer, Ephraim Frankel, Zevi Gelbtuch, Avraham Gelman, Chaim 
Goldfarb, Yitzchok Chaim Gunsberg, Moshe Hollander, Yoni Klein, Binyomin Levine, Moshe Sicker, Tzvi Steif, Gamliel Mordechai Sternberg, Menachem 
Taub, Yonatan Waintraub, Dovid Weissmandl, Daniel Zimerman, Shimi Zweig,  Yeshiva of Spring Valley,  Monsey, NY;  Nesanel Yitzchok Adler, Boruch 
Yaakov Alter, Shua Cardash, Yair Eliyahu, Aharon Fox, Nosson Tzvi Friedman, Akiva Glenner, Asher Gutkin, Yitzy Jaeger, Henoch Montrose, Yaakov Meir 
Polstein,  Yaakov  Prawer,  Yeshiva  Tiferes  Tzvi;  Chicago,  IL;  Yaakov  Abrahams,  Sholom  Dovid  Behmanesh,  Lev  Ehsanipoor,  Akiva  Elman,  Menashe 
Guttenberg, Yoel Hettleman, Chaim Levi, Yissacher Lieder, Moshe Ribakow, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim, Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Rothenberg, Clifton Cheder, 
Clifton,  NJ;  Mordechai Meir Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Ezra Kassin, Michoel Aron Levy,  Yeshiva Bais HaTorah,  Lakewood,  NJ;  Cobi Scherer, 
Yonason Singer, Eliezer Teitelbaum, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School;  Cincinnati, OH;  Shlomo Goldman, Chaim Joseph, Hebrew Academy of Cleveland; 
Cleveland, OH;  Simcha Levovitz,  Yeshiva Derech HaTorah,  Wickliffe, OH;  Sholom Benyominson, Yitzchok Karp, Shlomo Lapin, Yosef Purec, Providence 
Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Aron Shlomo Davis, Yecheskel Feld, Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK. Grade 5 – Mordechai Kaplan, Eliyahu Nass, The 
Cheder;  Mordechai Dovid Beylus,  Moshe Gelb,  Eliezer Halberstam,  Zevi Hershkowitz,  Menachem Manis Lang,  Eytan Weisz,  Shmuel Chaim Yomtov, 
Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yitzchok Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Aharon Fried, Aharon Harel, Chanoch Harel, Dovi Hirsch, Moshe Simcha Itzkowitz, Yitzi 
Lang, Avromy Leshkowitz, Shuli Lowy, Michoel Minzer, Yitzy Minzer, Shmuel Pearlman, Aharon Plotsker, Yehuda Travitsky, Noam Zarinmanesh, Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaas; Yaakov Harari-Raful, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Ari Wind, Yeshiva of 
South Shore, Woodmere, NY; Duvid Unger, Yeshiva Ohr Boruch D’Veitzen; Chicago, IL; Chaim Markowitz, Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Yossie Atlas, Dov 
Belsky,  Yehuda Chaifetz,  Menashe Moshe Hack,  Reuven Kleiner,  Tzvi Linzer,  Sruly Lurie,  Yehoshua Oratz,  Meir Simcha Paige,  Levi Yitzchak Salazar, 
Binyomin Statfeld,  Aryeh Leib Stein,  Chaim Steinhardt,  Yoni Zeiger,  Yeshivas Torah Institute,  Baltimore,  MD;  Chaim Yeruchem Cohen,  Chaim Shmuel 
Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim, Lakewood, NJ; Menachem Greenfeld, Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ; Levi Minkin, Providence Hebrew Day School; 
Providence, RI. Grade 6 – Mendel Kahn, Ruach Chaim; Eliyohu Falik, The Cheder; Nuta Sholom Hamel, Binyomin Zev Helberg, Tiferes Elimelech; Nissim 
Harari-Raful, Refael Shabtai, Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Moshe Levy, Shmuel Eliyohu Shain, Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Aryeh Brachfeld, Avrumi Davidoff, 
Zev Lapidoth, Shimon Stahl, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Mayer Ozer Greenberg, Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Yehuda Kaufman, Fallsburg Cheder 
School, Fallsburg, NY; Shmuel Yankelewitz, Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Naftali Grumet, Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; Inwood, NY; Shmuel 
Grossman,  Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe;  Kew Gardens, NY;  Yehuda Anteby, Shlomo Mayer Davidson, Yechezkel Friedman, Meir Kallner, Dovid Katz, Moishe 
Rothstein, Yeshiva Beth Mikroh, Monsey, NY; Avrohom Dovid Eichenstein, Binyomin Feldman, Yosef Chaim Gholian, Asher Goldberg, Boruch Meiselman, 
Nachi Meyers, Dovid Mintz, Srully Solloff, Avrohom C. Sopher, Yisroel Meir Tendler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Meir Kassin, Yeshiva 
Bais HaTorah; Moshe Heinemann, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua Ottensoser, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Yehoshua 
Hack, Aharon Eliezer Karp, Shmuel Rosenthal, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Dovi Steinhaus, Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK. Grade 7 – 
Yitzchok Deitel,  Yosef Chaim Gold,  Akiva Herman,  Avrohom Yaakov Kaplan,  Yaakov Katz,  Mendel Kurinets,  Gavriel Mirkin,  Moishy Orange,  Yitzy Pearl, 
Nosson Schloss, Elazar Shimonovich, Nathan Spitzer, Shaya Szanzer, Yeshaya Dovid Wallerstein, Dovid Zlotnick,  Mirrer Yeshiva Ketana; Eitan Brown, Yosef 
Chaim Gutman, Moshe Yaakov Herskovic, David Kapetas, Zevi Leibler, Akiva Merl, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Avrohom Eliezer Kaplan, Mendy Reiss, Yeshiva 
Karlin-Stolin; Sholom Aaron Meller, Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Refael Yitzchok Friedman, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga; Yedidya Grant, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 
Brooklyn, NY; Aryeh L. Perecman, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Reuven Kassin, Yeshiva Bais HaTorah; Shmuel Pitterman, Yeshiva Toras Aron; 
Lakewood, NJ;  Binyomin Elimelech Gutlove,  Yeshiva M’kor Baruch;  Passiac, NJ;  Binyomin Zev Lasar,  Yeshiva Shaare Tzion,  Piscataway Township, NJ; 
Mordechai Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Mordechai Bielory, Chaim Golden, Shimon Kapilevich, Yisroel Mordechai Karp, Ezra 
Minkin, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI; Menachem Posen, Mechina L’yeshiva; Gateshead, UK; Mordechai Tsvi Abenson, Shimon Adler, 
Yitsy Bamberger, Efraim Eckstein, Benzion Englard, Binyomin Goldman, Tovia Leiberman, Dovid Leitner, Binyomin Levin, Yankele Levin, Pinchos Levkovits, 
Shmuli Prijs, Aron Tsvi Saunders, Beis Hatalmud; Manchester, UK. Grade 8 – Chaim Eli Shain, Ruach Chaim; Yehuda Auerbach, Eli Feuchtwanger, Gershom 
Gorbulsky, Naftali Hollander, Leiby Mutterperl, Yeshurin Sorscher, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yehuda Mosak, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Daniel Gross, Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Menachem Levitansky, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Boruch Gedalya, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Yehoshua 
Reidler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Azriel Yudkowsky, Providence Hebrew Day School; Providence, RI. 
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The bochur insisted on mocking him and made 
the trip very unpleasant. When the train 

arrived at their destination, Rav Hirschprung 
went to the home of the local Rav.

As a young refugee escaping from Poland, Rav 
Pinchas Hirschprung was once on a train when 

another bochur entered his compartment.

 Bochur’l, who 
are you faking for? 

Make room for a real 
yeshiva bochur…

That was an 
amazing shtickel 
Torah you said... 

What’s your name?
Hirschprung.

כ“ז טבת  1999 - 1912  5758 - 5672

R’ Pinchas Hirschprung זצ״ל was born in Dukla, Poland. His רבי was his maternal grandfather, 
R’ Dovid Tevli (ַאב בית דין / בעל מנחת סֹולת); he was also רבי of the Pshevorker רבי (R’ Yankele), 
the Klausenberger רבי and others. At 13, he published פרי פנחס. By 15, he was editing the 
monthly ּתֹורה journal of אהל ּתֹורה ,גדֹולי ישראל. He joined ישיבת חכמי לּובלין, where his רבי, R’ 
Meir Shapiro זצ״ל, attested that ר׳ פנחס knew 2,200 דפים of גמרא בעל פה! During WWII, he 
fled to Vilna and then, in 1942, secured a Canadian visa. There, he accepted the position 
of רב דקהלת עדת יׁשּורּון in Montreal. When ישיבת מרכז הּתֹורה opened, he became ראׁש ישיבה. His 
 Chief Rabbi, of ,גאב״ד העיר He was appointed .חסד and צדקּות was matched only by his גאֹונּיּות

Montreal.

The Rav summoned the wealthiest man in town... As this was happening, the bochur who had tried 
mocking Rav Hirschprung entered the Rav’s home.

Many years later, someone asked Rav 
Hirschprung, “How do you handle people 

who bother you?” He responded...

Please come 
inside... how can I 

assist you?

Er, er...

My son, I have 
lived my entire life 

that way!
The Rambam 

writes in a letter 
to his son:

Harav 
Hirschprung’s torah 

is like that of a gadol 
advanced in years. Your 

home will be blessed 
with such a guest...

I will be honored 
to host him and 

thank the Rav for 
this opportunity.

Bochur’l, your 
suit needs more 

patches...

No! No! 
you are Harav 
Hirschprung!

I ask that as a 
personal favor 

you kindly help him 
as well. He traveled 

together with me.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ד ֶאת ָאִביָך ְוֶאת ִאֶמָך   בֵּ )ְשמֹות טז:ד( … כַּ  
 Honor your father and your mother…  
 We all are aware that ם  means listening to or ִכבּוד ָאב ָואֵּ
performing things for our parents, like helping them to put on a coat 
or shoes. If someone would ask you, “What is the ultimate form of  ִכבּוד
ם  ”?that you do for yourself and which your parents only see ָאב ָואֵּ
what would you say? Even if you could you come up with one answer 
for some parents, will that answer satisfy every parent in the world?  
  The ְלָחן ָערּוְך  answers with the (ִסיָמן קמג, ס׳ כא) ִקצּור שֻׁ
following:  ּתֹוָרה ד ֶאת ָאִביו ְוֶאת ִאמֹו, יֲַּעֺסק בַּ בֵּ ִמי ֶשהּוא רֹוֶצה ֶבֱאֶמת ְלכַּ
ם   י ְלָאב ָואֵּ ְבִרּיֹות: ַאְשרֵּ ָגדֹול ָלָאבֹות, ֶשאֹוְמִרים הַּ ָכבֹוד הַּ ֲעִשים טֹוִבים, ֶשֶזהּו הַּ ּוְבמַּ
ן ָכֶזה!  Someone who seeks to truly honor his parents should — ֶשִגְדלּו בֵּ
toil in ּתֹוָרה and be involved in good deeds, for this is the ultimate for 
one’s parents, people will [watch him and] say, “Praiseworthy are the 
father and mother who merited to raise such a [wonderful] son!”  
 The ִמְדָרִשים  teaches that if we are (השכם קטע ג) אֹוָצר הַּ
instructed to keep ם  even when we are in this world, we are ִכבּוד ָאב ָואֵּ
definitely ּיֵּם ם of ִמְצָוה the ְמקַּ  when we are sitting in the ִכבּוד ָאב ָואֵּ
King’s Palace, in the next world. The ִמְדָרש continues that if the child is 
sitting in ֶדן ן־עֵּ  and either of the parents is not, the parent(s) will merit גַּ
being moved eternally into ֶדן ן־עֵּ ם It would not be .גַּ  for ִכבּוד ָאב ָואֵּ
someone to be in better place than his parents.  

ה לג( ה )ִמְצוָׁ י ַהִמְצוָׁ שֵׁ רָׁ  ִמשָׁ

    One of the basic understandings of this ִמְצָוה of honoring 
parents is for people to acknowledge and show their full appreciation 
for all of the goodness that their parents performed for them when 
they were a child. Those who foolishly fail to show full appreciation for 
all the kindness that their parents have bestowed upon them are 
showing ungrateful behavior, which is most greatly despised by both 
man and ד׳. 
 Stop and evaluate the goodness and the countless kindness-
es that children receive from their parents. A child's entire existence in 
this world only came about through his parents. People should particu-
larly contemplate how many times their parents cared for them 
through their many hardships when they were younger. 
 The ִחּנּוְך continues that ם  is the key to opening the ִכבּוד ָאב ָואֵּ
door to serving ד׳ correctly and with love. If a person establishes a 
place in his heart to recognize the goodness he received from his par-
ents, then he will be elevated to recognize the [daily and] greater 
goodness he receives from ד׳ .ד׳ has sustained every person from the 
beginning of creation until today through His Ultimate Goodness.  
 .Divine soul ,ְנָשָמה imbues every person with a beautiful ד׳ 
Without the gift of ְנָשָמה a person would be like a horse or a mule and 
would not understand or be able to reason. If a person internalizes all 
this, he will be inspired to serve ד׳ [with a thankful heart] and perform 
all His ִמְצֹות with care. Adapted from: ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע 

R' Nesanel Quinn ַזַצ״ל was born to ְנָחס ְדבֹוָרה  and ר׳ ַזְלַמן פִּ
ְרָים יָבה  in Brooklyn, NY. In 1921, he was enrolled in מִּ ְישִּ
 Three years later, R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz .ּתֹוָרה ָוַדַעת

יָבה joined the ַזַצ״ל י which began their decades-long ,ְמַנֵהל as ,ְישִּ יד-ֶרבִּ ַּתְלמִּ  
relationship. In 1934, he married ֵלָאה, daughter of R' Meir Linchner (his 
י י Upon his .(ְמֻחָּתן s’ֶרבִּ י s advice, he became a 6th-grade’ֶרבִּ  ,in RJJ. In 1938 ֶרבִּ
he returned as ְסָגן ְמַנֵהל in יָבה ּתֹוָרה ְוַדַעת  and ,ְמַנֵהל He later became .ְישִּ
stayed with the יָבה  for 60+ years. In 1965, he co-founded a learning ְישִּ
camp, אֹור ְשַרָגא. He also managed a major ְשָרֵאל ֵיי ֶאֶרץ יִּ  for over 60 ְצָדָקה ְלֲענִּ
years. A ְפָלא יד נִּ  in anyone he met, with his ַאֲהָבה ַלד׳ ּוְלּתֹוָרתֹו he instilled ,ַמְתמִּ
warmth, יוּות ,ֶחֶסד יֹות and ֲענִּ  .ַאֲהַבת ַהְברִּ

 כ״ח שבט
5670 — 5765 
1910 — 2005 

 Over 50 years ago, a young חּור  who had בָּ
recently lost his father enrolled in  ה ה ּתֹורָּ יבָּ ְישִׁ
ַדַעת  On his first Friday, he was called into .וָּ
the ְמַנֵהל’s office. R’ Quinn ַזַצ״ל was 
waiting to talk. With his trademark smile, 
R’ Quinn pressed a quarter into the boy’s 
hand and said, “Please take this and buy a 
flower for your mother. Do not say it is 
from me. Simply tell her how you were 
thinking about her and wanted to get her 
something.  This  is  the  sort  of  gesture  that  she  will 
always appreciate!” 
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)18:6תרו (יתנך חני אויאמר אל משה   
The Arizal writes that Moshe was a gilgul (reincarnation) of Hevel and Yisro was a gilgul of 

Kayin. His student Rav Chaim Vital notes that this is hinted to by the first letters of the words  אני חתנך
  .my brother – אחי I am your father-in-law Yisro – which spell the word – יתרו

Part of Yisro’s mission in this world was to atone for Kayin’s sin of killing Hevel, which he did 
in several ways. He gave his daughter in marriage to a gilgul of Hevel, Moshe, which gave Hevel the 
descendants that were denied him through his murder (Bereishis 4:10). The sacrifice offered by Kayin did 
not find favor in Hashem’s eyes (Bereishis 4:5), so Yisro corrected this by bringing proper sacrifices to 
Hashem (18:12), which were enjoyed not just by him, but also by Aharon and the elders of the generation.  

Finally, the Chida writes that while the Torah doesn’t recount the final conversation between 
Kayin and Hevel prior to the murder, the Targum Yonason ben Uziel (Bereishis 4:8) records that part of it 
was Kayin’s blasphemous claim that לית דין ולית דיין – there is no Divine judge or system of justice 
regarding our actions in this world. His gilgul Yisro rectified this by suggesting to Moshe (18:19-23) the 
concept of establishing a proper system of courts and judges! 
 
 

 ושפטו את העם בכל עת והיה כל הדבר הגדל יביאו אליך וכל הדבר הקטן ישפטו הם (18:22)
 ושפטו את העם בכל עת את הדבר הקשה יביאון אל משה וכל הדבר הקטן ישפוטו הם (18:26)
When Yisro observed Moshe sitting in judgment from the morning until the evening, he 

commented that the current arrangement was problematic and would wear Moshe out over time. He 
advised Moshe to appoint judges to assist him so that he wouldn’t have to spend his entire day sitting in 
judgment.  

Recognizing that these judges wouldn’t be as capable as Moshe and would inevitably need his 
assistance, Yisro added that these judges should bring for Moshe’s judgment any דבר גדול – major matter. 
However, the Torah relates that Moshe instituted a system in which the judges brought to him any  דבר
 difficult matter. Why did Moshe deviate from Yisro’s instructions, and what is the difference – קשה
between their two approaches? 

Rav Chaim Berlin explains that Yisro judged the value and importance of a court case by the 
amount of money at stake. As such, he advised Moshe that only cases involving large sums of money 
were worthy of his time and consideration. Moshe, however, understood that the Torah’s goal is to 
promote justice and therefore assigns the same significance to a case involving millions of dollars as it 
does to one involving only a few cents. In his eyes, the primary determinant of a case deserving of his 
valuable time and expertise was one which was difficult for the lower judges to resolve. 

 
 

)20:14לא תחמד בית רעך לא תחמד אשת רעך ועבדו ואמתו ושורו וחמרו וכל אשר לרעך (  
The seminal event in Parshas Yisro is the giving of the Torah and the Aseres HaDibros (Ten 

Commandments). The reason for the selection of most of the commandments in the Aseres HaDibros is 
self-evident, as the obligations to believe in Hashem and observe Shabbos and the prohibitions against 
idolatry, murder, and adultery all represent fundamental principles in Judaism. However, there is one 
apparent exception: It is unclear why the prohibition against coveting other people’s possessions is 
considered so central to Jewish belief and practice that it warranted such lofty status. While not being 
jealous of others is certainly an important and quality to inculcate within oneself, it seems to pale in 
cosmic significance relative to the other nine commandments. Even more astonishingly, Rav Chaim Vital 
writes that as the tenth and final commandment in the Aseres HaDibros, the prohibition against coveting 
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is a culmination of the nine commandments that precede it, and it is equal in weight to all of them 
combined. What is so fundamental and religiously significant about not being jealous of others? 

Rav Menachem Recanati explains that a person who covets someone else’s possessions is in 
essence admitting that he does not really believe in Hashem, because a person who truly believes in the 
existence of an omniscient and all-powerful G-d Who cares about each of His creations and wants to 
benefit them will automatically understand that Hashem gave him the spouse, job, and house that he 
needs at this point in his life, and if he does not have something, it is because Hashem knows that it is 
ultimately not in his best interest.  

Rav Eliyahu Dessler gives a beautiful mashal (parable) to illustrate this concept. He notes that 
while there are countless objects of which a person could be jealous, there is one item that nobody would 
ever covet: another person’s glasses. As attractive as they may appear on another person’s face, we 
intuitively recognize that the prescription in the lenses is uniquely tailored to that person’s eyes, and even 
if the glasses would enhance our appearance, they would distort our vision because they are not 
compatible with our eyes. Similarly, everything that a person receives as his lot in life is Hashem’s 
custom “prescription” for his neshama (soul), and just as we understand that somebody else’s glasses 
would not fit our eyes, so too we should strive to internalize the belief that anything that belongs to 
somebody else, as appealing and enticing as it may appear, would not “fit” our neshama. 

From this perspective, we can now appreciate that a person who is jealous of others is lacking in 
emunah and bitachon (faith and trust in Hashem). The belief that every component of our lives is 
governed by Hashgacha Pratis (Divine Providence) is so fundamental that the mitzvah that most embodies 
it was placed at the conclusion of the Aseres HaDibros to encapsulate the first nine commandments. Rav 
Zev Smith remarked that the Aseres HaDibros begin, “I am Hashem, your G-d,” which is אמונה במחשבה 
– mental belief in Hashem, and it concludes, “Thou shall not covet,” which is אמונה למעשה – faith in 
Hashem in practice. The Anshei Knesses HaGedolah (Men of the Great Assembly) made it easier for us 
to work on strengthening ourselves in this area, as one of the morning blessings they coined is  שעשה לי
 .in which we thank Hashem daily for fulfilling all of our needs – כל צרכי

For those who find themselves struggling with feelings of jealousy and unable to uproot them by 
working on their emunah, the Satmar Rebbe, Rav Yoel Teitelbaum, offers another suggestion. In 
commanding us not to covet other people’s possessions, the Torah says, “You shall not covet your 
friend’s house; you shall not covet your friend’s wife, his servant, his maidservant, his ox, his donkey, 
and all that belongs to your friend.” After enumerating his house, his family, and his possessions, the final 
expression – “all that belongs to your friend” – seems somewhat superfluous. What is coming to add? 

The Satmar Rebbe suggests this this phrase was appended to allude to a technique that can enable 
us to overcome feelings of jealousy. If we find ourselves coveting some tantalizing aspect of another 
person’s life, be it his family, his job, his house and car, or his vacations, we should focus on the fact that 
it is part of a package deal. Nobody enjoys a perfect life, and together with the areas of that person’s life 
that we wish we could have for ourselves, there are also many other less desirable facets that would cause 
us extreme pain and agony.  

Human nature is to flaunt the areas in which we excel, while attempting to conceal the parts that 
are undesirable, a trend which has been exacerbated in the era of Facebook and Instagram. Rav Dessler 
suggests that if every person in the world placed his entire peckel (package) and lot in life on a table, 
warts and all, and we were given permission to examine each package and select any one we like for 
ourselves, after discovering what lies behind the façade of the glamour and wealth that we see around us, 
every person would ultimately place them all back on the table and happily choose to return to his own 
peckel. This is because each person’s lot in life is tailor-made for him by Hashem, Who knows what his 
life mission is and what tools and abilities he needs to successfully fulfill it, as well as what challenges 
and struggles. The Satmar Rebbe explains that the Torah adds the expression “all that belongs to your 
friend” to teach us that if we find ourselves feeling jealous, we should focus on the big picture, on “all 
that belongs to your friend,” and remember that there are many other aspects of his life that are far 
inferior to ours, and in this way, we will be able to feel gratitude and appreciation to Hashem for all of our 
blessings. 
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Parsha Points to Ponder (and sources which discuss them): 
 

1) When Yisro observed Moshe judging the Jewish people the entire day, he questioned why Moshe 
needed to do so. Moshe responded that the people come to him to rule on their disputes (18:13-
16). How was Moshe able to judge the people when his speech impediment was considered a 
disfigurement (4:10), and the Gemora in Sanhedrin (36b) rules that a person with a disfigurement 
is ineligible to serve as a judge? (Shu”t Chasam Sofer Orach Chaim 12, Chavatzeles HaSharon) 

2) In the Pesach Haggadah, we say אילו קרבנו לפני הר סיני ולא נתן לנו את התורה דיינו – If Hashem 
had brought us before Mount Sinai, but not given us the Torah, it would have been enough for us. 
What would have been the benefit of coming to Mount Sinai if Hashem did not give us the 
Torah? (HaSeder HaAruch pg. 414-415, Nesivos Rabboseinu, Mishmeres Ariel) 

3) If Reuven asks Shimon to kill him, it is forbidden for Shimon to do so, and if he does so in the 
presence of witnesses who give him proper warning, he is put to death for violating the 
prohibition against murder (20:13). Although prohibited, if Shimon is preparing to kill Reuven at 
Reuven’s request, is he legally considered a רודף – pursuer – whom one is permitted to kill if 
necessary in order to save Reuven’s life? (Minchas Chinuch 34:13) 

 
 

Answers to Points to Ponder: 
 
1) The Chasam Sofer answers that because Moshe’s condition developed in a miraculous fashion, it 
wasn’t considered a disqualifying blemish. Alternatively, the Chavatzeles HaSharon writes that all of 
the Jews were healed at the time of the giving of the Torah. Even though their illnesses returned when 
they sinned with the golden calf, the tribe of Levi, which included Moshe, didn’t take part in the sin and 
therefore remained cured, in which case Moshe was no longer blemished and was eligible to be a judge. 
 
2) The Rashbam and Kol Bo explain that Hashem wouldn’t have given us the 10 Commandments 
directly, but would have given us the entire Torah through Moshe. The K’sav Sofer suggests that the 
value would have been the tremendous levels of unity and harmony that they reached when camping at 
Sinai (Rashi 19:2). The Chai Odom answers that when the Heavens were revealed, the Jewish people 
saw the Divine chariot, from which they would have been able to intuit the commandments even if they 
weren’t given, just as Avrohom did. The Brisker Rov cites the Gemora in Sanhedrin (59a), which teaches 
that it is forbidden for a non-Jew to study Torah, which was given exclusively to us. He posits that the 
intention is if Hashem wouldn’t have only given לנו – to us – the Torah, it still would have been enough. 
 
3) The Minchas Chinuch raises this question and writes that he is unsure of the answer. On the one hand, 
when speaking about a pursuer, Chazal always use the expression הרודף אחר חבירו להרגו – one who is 
chasing his friend to kill him – but in this case, even though what he is doing is forbidden, he isn’t 
chasing the intended victim but fulfilling his request. Additionally, the Gemora in Sanhedrin (73a) derives 
the legal concept of killing a pursuer from the fact that the Torah permits killing somebody who is 
chasing a betrothed girl to have forbidden relations with her. Since the Gemora rules (74a) that he may 
not be killed if she is willingly engaging in relations with him, presumably the same law should apply in 
our case, which is derived from that one. However, perhaps the reason that the man forcibly chasing the 
betrothed girl may be killed is because the Torah is concerned about her reputation, which explains why 
he may not be killed if she acquiesces and isn’t concerned about her own status. Regarding murder, 
however, a person isn’t the owner of his body and doesn’t have permission to allow somebody else to kill 
him, in which case the Torah may insist that the potential murderer still must be stopped. Unfortunately, 
he lacks a compelling resolution and leaves the issue as unclear and needing further study. 
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