
 ofhkt trhu uag, wv vum rat rcsv vz van rnthu
 wudu wv sucf (u-y)oube, ihshn, ouenc ,ukhp, -

     touh u,utca 'ohtukhnk hbhna ouhc ,ubcrev ,crev ihbgc ,exug uz var
,ubcrev ,sucg ukhj,v ouhc ucu 'kgupc vbuvfc anak uhbcu irvt ukhj,v
iuhfu 'oube, ihshn, sdbf ,ukhp, (:uf ,ufrc) kwwz ubhnfj urnt vbvu 'obueh,f
varpc ibuc,vk hutrv in ifk 'kgupc ,ubcrev vagn ka vkj,vv thv uz varpa

 /,ubcrek iuufnv vkhp,v ihbgk vfrsv od ohrcsv hyrpn sunkku uz
'y) ktrah ,sg kvek van rnt vsucgc irvt khj,va ory hf ubt ohtur 'vbvu     
uhrcsc iuuhfa ehhsk raptu wwv sucf ofhkt trhu uag, wv vum rat rcsv vzw (u
vbhfav ,trav lhanvk ufz, zt wuag, wv vum rat rcsv vzw ot teusa rnuk

wvwwhuv sucf ofhkt trhuw ohhe,hu    iput u,utc euhsc tk vsucgv ,t uag, otc lt
iftu 'vbhfav ,trav vsh kg lhanvk ufz, tk zt hf vrucdv hpn ohuumn ofbva
'y) rntb 'vuymba hpf vsucgv ,t irvt vaga rjt 'varpv lanvc ubt ohtur lf
vkgv ,t jcznv kg kft,u wv hbpkn at tm,u 'ogv kf kt wv sucf t!r"hu (sf df
',tz kf cu,fv rt,n hsfc tku 'ovhbp kg ukphu ubrhu ogv kf trhu ohckjv ,tu
,ufzku vbhfav ,t lhanvk ufz ifk 'obueh,f ohrcsv uagbu rjtna ,uruvk tkt
ohfuz uhv tk uuymba iputv hp kg ohrcsv kf unhhe,b tk ukht lt 'vausev rutk
sg irvt hbc utraf 'vz vagn rjt ;fh,a (wh erpc) 'lanvc ubt ohtura unfu 'lfk
'vrz at chrevk uut,v 'ohbu,j,c vnuahr ,rfhb ifhv sgu 'o,sucg ,gdn ifhv
sug 'vbuhkgv vause vsh kg lhanvk o,kufhc vhv tka er tk lt wv vum tk rat
 /iuhkgv iumr hpf o,sucg v,hv tk hf ,tz kfu 'ovhhj ,t ujpeu reuhc vz kg unka
tmnb ',ubcrev ouenc ube,ba rjtn hf 'vkhp,v ihbgc if od lhha vshn v,ut     
hutrf vhv,a rhvz ,uhvk hutr vzc od lfku 'ubka ,ubcrev ,sucg thv vkhp,va

 /ubhfu,c vbhfav ,trav vsh kg lhanvk vfzb z"hg eru 'vheusesu vhyrp kfc
     ubt ohtura ihgfu 'kkp,vk iumrv tuv 'vkhp,v ,sucg ihbgc hregv htb,vu

ihpufa hwwarpu wubmrk u,t chrehw (d 't) cu,fv rnta vkugv ,crev ihbgc if od
vhv, vzk iumr aha rjt ztu 'vkhp,v ihbgk tuv ifu 'hbt vmur rntha sg u,ut
ost .pj otu 'v,kgnc vrfv lu,n lanb rcs kfk iumrv hf 'hgcsf u,khp,
hf kwwz ubhnfj urnta vnc tuv ihntnu 'v,kgnc rhfn hf tuv ,ut kkp,vk
uk i,b vkpa vhrc u,uhv ;t kg hf tuv gsuhu 'okug ka unurc ,snug vkhp,v
vwwcev hf tuv gsuhu 'ubnn uhfrm ,t aecku 'uhbpk rcsk vkusd vb,n vwwcev
'.ujku vpav in u,khp, iht tkhnnu 'u,aec ,t tknk .pju 'u,khp,k vut,n
thmuna vnc cyhv ibuc,n ifu ',ugn vbunf ,ubh,nc ,uch,v ,t thmun z"hg tkt
ohbpku hbpk tuv snug ukhtf u,gs iuufn vrag vbuna ,khp,k utuccu 'uhpn
in lanb vz kf 'vz ause ouenc vruav vbhfav kun kkp,nu ohasev asuec
vfzhu ',urhp u,khp, vagh htsu vzf iputcu /vkhp,v ,kgnc vrfvvu iumrv

/,uhnadcu ,uhbjurc ,ucuy ,ugpav lhanvk

unhahu at ivc ub,hu u,,jn aht tuvhctu csb irvt hbc ujehu
 wudu o,t vum tk rat vrz at wv hbpk uchrehu ,rye vhkg

(t-h)whuuhmv smn wv ,uumn ouhew ihhbgc - 
k      c,cwwww,,,,nnnntttt    ,,,,ppppaaaawwwwv oac (wufu z"unt oac v"s u"kr,) wwwwoooo""""hhhhrrrrvvvv    hhhhaaaauuuusssshhhhjjjjwwww'

hf 'sunkk ah ubnna 'wo,ut vum tk ratw euxpv kg 'hbez hrun hbust oac"
'vz jufk kyc ostv kfa kfu 'wv huuhm smn tuv ostv vagn kf juf rehg
ohsujhhu ,ubuuf og ohna oak uagu ohkusd ohehsm uhv tuvhctu csb vbva
vshna 'rnuju ke vzn sunkk ahu /uabgbu 'huuhmv ovk rxj vhva eru ',usuxu
rcsv ogy gsuh ubhta ;t trucv iumr vauga hn 'if ota 'vcurn vcuy
ratw rntnf 'wv ,suep smn juf u,hhagc ah hrv 'vhumr vbuufc u,uagk
t,hta vn arpk ah z"pku /kufv in cuaj huuhmv jufa 'wubuuhmu uh,umnc ubase
ka vbhh - ihh ,treb ohngyv ,dav hf 'wuxbfb ihh hhu,awa 'tuvhctu csb hcdk
o,dav ratku 'lknv ,suepc er ,uhvk u,hhag vfhrm 'if hp kg ;tu 'vru,
hp kgu /wuxbfb ihh hhu,awa treb 'o,ut wv vuuhm tk rat od ,uagk ovk rcd
,ucre,vu ,uecs,v 'rnukf 'wihhn lhsus ohcuyw rntba vn ,t arpk ah vz

/"ostv kfa ,dav kfn ohcuy 'wlhsusw - uhkt ubcre rat wvk
ohcuyw rntba vn ,t ubarp vzcu" '(wufu z"un oac v"s y"kr,) ;hxuvu     
uxbfb ihh hhu,aw k"z ornt ihbg uvzu 'ihh tuv ohngyv ,dav hf 'wihhn lhsus
vfkvk ubuufa vtrb if otu 'icr hbpc vfkv uruva urnt hrv hf 'wasenk
ra oukav uhkg ubhcr van huuhmu vru,v hp kg er thv vfkvv kct ',h,hnt
ogyv ubuuf ovu 'whbhxn vank vfkvw ,unuen vnfc t,hta unfu 'vru,v
trucv jufc tuva wvk ,ucre,vv juf rehg ovk rxjbu 'huuhmv hkc vfkvvu
tuva wlhsus ohcuyw ch,f ifku 'vru,v hsh kg uh,umnc ubasea lrc,h
- wihhnw r,uh 'o,uapb omgc ktrah hbck lrc,h trucv ,ucre,vu ,uehcsv
ktkmc ka una vhv cuyw 'kvehu arsnc t,hta unfu 'k"bf ohngyv ,dav
lrc,h trucv jufc vhva iuhfa 'wktkmc oac wv tre utr uhkg rntba 'wufu
ifku ',uumnv ,hhagc ktrah hbc ka ijuf ifu 'ubhhbg ohhe,b 'ktkmcc rjca
ukt ohagnk ostv ,ahd jufa ,utrvk hsf 'i,hhagk ,uumnv ,frc ihnhsen

/"k"bf huuhmv smn tuv
vru,v ,euj ,tz" 'vrp ,arp ,khj,c rntba vn ,t arpk ah z"pku     
,eujw ,treb vrpv ,euj gusn 'ihcvk aha '"wudu vnust vrp lhkt ujehu 'wudu

wc wg) wvru,vwwwweeeevvvv    jjjj""""vvvvuuuuttttohhek ostv kga 'rtc,bv hpk okut '(vz kg snga 
cauhn 'aubt ,bhcn ohcdabv oheuj ov ukhtfu 'huuhmv smn vru,v ,uumn kf
'huuhmv smn er ohhe,nu aubt ,bhcn cdabv vrpv ,euj kg hrva 'cyhv

/vru,v heuj - ,uumn kf ouhe kg snkk
     smn wv ,uumn kf ouhe kg ,snknv uz varpa 'oht,n vz vnf 'if otu

/rtc,bfu 'lf kg ,snknv 'vrp ,arp og sjhc vbav ,treb rtc,bfu 'huuhmv

R’ Shimon Sholom Kalish zt”l (Amshinover Rebbe) would say:
     “wohnkavu vkgvu ,tyjv ,agn srhu ofrchu ogv kt ush ,t irvt tahuw - What is the connection between the first half and

the second half of the posuk? When one blesses another, he must connect to that person. Aharon blessed the entire nation

so he wished to connect to each and every person on his/her level. First he lowered himself to the lowest level, to those

who bring the w,tyjw - the sinners of Israel. Then, he rose to the level of woatw - those who missed out on a vag ,umn.

Finally, he reached the highest level - those who bring the wohnkaw - the complete (oka) and righteous of Klal Yisroel.”
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The shiur of Harav Gamliel Rabinowitz
shlit’a in Monsey will take place this
Sunday, 24 Adar II, at 10 AM, 38 Rita
Ave (cor. Rt. 306). The shiur will be a

live telephone hookup. After the shiur,
each person  will have a chance to

speak to the Rov privately by phone.

ubhrun ehsmv ,nab hukhgk ase,bu csb,b
k"mz ctuua vsuvh wjv ic ojbn hfsrn crv

v"cmb, * s"ba, rst j"h wpb

 b`hyxrp`c :oqip ycegl clen
AMmiwlg 16 hin  10:15 

vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk
swine is the ultimate symbol of loathing; when you say that

someone “acted like a chazir (pig),” it suggests that he or she

did something unusually abominable. Chazal tell us: “Ten

measures of plague came to the world and pigs took nine of

them.” (yn ihaushe) The Rambam writes that pigs wallow in 

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

"ause lhbjn vhvu" - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (78)
"ackh tk": Wearing Clothing of the Other Gender (cont.):

Grooming One’s Body: Included in the laws of "ackh tk" are
activities that involve body-grooming, most notably with regard
to shaving hair off the body. Many activities are by nature
geared for females, and males are prohibited from doing them.
On the other hand, there are certain activities that are made only
for men, and women are prohibited from doing them. The

Rambam provides an example (1) of this when he rules that a
lady is forbidden from cutting her hair in a man’s hairstyle. 
Shaving Hair from the Body. The act of removing certain body

hair is sometimes prohibited, or at least forbidden with certain
types of shaving or cutting equipment. A man may not shave his
body hair with a razor anywhere on the body (2). The reason is
because this is deemed a lady’s activity, and is not to be done by
a man. This is forbidden only with a razor. Rabbeinu Yonah (3)

writes that this issur is only Rabbinical in nature, and not Min

HaTorah, and the reason seems to be because such an act with a
razor is not a standard female activity, since there usually is no
need for ladies to remove hair from the rest of the body. If a man
would use scissors, or a kosher shaver (which, by definition is
not a razor), it would be permitted. This is quite relevant because
handy, cheap razor blades are sold all over for ladies, and a man
who doesn’t know the halacha might easily buy these for use on
his body. Especially men who have a tendency to be hairy and
might have more body hair than a typical man, should know that

the muck and eat revolting things. Were Jews allowed to eat

pork, they would raise swine and thereby introduce filth into

their homes. The purity of Klal Yisroel, both on a hygienic

and spiritual level is distinguished from the other nations,

and avoiding such abomination is what sets us apart.  

`"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

he may not use this item and transgress the halacha.
Exceptions. There are a number of applicable exceptions: 

A razor may be used on the back of the head, at the point of
the top of the neck, because shaving there has always been
recognized as a bona-fide man’s activity and is permitted (4).
A man who has hairy hands and is embarrassed to show them
in public or shake other people’s hands, is permitted to shave
his hands (5). (The heter of embarrassment does not always
apply by all grooming questions because the issur is
Rabbinical, as explained previously. This needs further

analyzing since it has become customary today for females to
shave other parts of the body, it might be more strict for men.
This will be explained in a future issue.) It is possible that the
heter is only when a person needs a razor specifically to solve
his problem. If he can deal with it by using scissors that do
not cut so close, then a razor might still be prohibited. 
It is permitted to shave off the hair for a healing issue (6). 

Other Methods. We must understand why a razor is forbidden
and a scissors is permitted. Is it because the act of shaving with a
razor is different from the act of cutting with a scissors? Or is it
because a razor destroys the hair leaving nothing above the skin’s
surface while a scissors leaves over a bit? The difference would be
plucking hairs, applying hair-removal cream, waxing or electrolysis
(electrical method of hair removal) that removes all the hair
without any “shaving” action. From the Shita Mekubetzes (7) it
seems that anything that removes the hair above the surface  leaving 
                                            nothing at all, is prohibited for a man.           

1)

2)

3)

Vilna Gaon, R’ Eliyahu M’Vilna zt”l would say:

     “Chazal tell us (vbe ,ca): ‘There is nothing poorer than the dog and nothing richer than the pig.’ The dog and pig are

both non-kosher animals. Why is one rich and the other poor? It refers to the mitzvos involving the pig and the dog. There

is no mitzvah more widely observed by all Jews than not eating pork, while there is no mitzvah more neglected than the

prohibition of Lashon Hara, which makes one deserving of being thrown to the dogs!”

A Wise Man would say:

    “Everything can change in the blink of an eye, but don’t worry, G-d never blinks.”   



     The Chaishev Sofer quotes a medrash that the reason the two sons of Aharon died was because they brought wine into
the Ohel Moed. Their intention was to drink and become “happy” in their service of Hashem, however, it was for this
reason that they erred. True simcha does not come from outside, external sources. True simcha comes from Avodas Hashem! 
     There is a tremendous lesson here for all of us, especially now as we become busy with  pre-Pesach preparations. The
message to be learned is not that external sources that boost our simcha is bad. No! We definitely can do things to help
bring us into a “simcha mode” as part of our avoda. But we must KNOW that the greatest joy in the world comes from
simply doing Avodas Hashem properly! Acts of Tzedakah and chessed; davening a gevaldiga Shemona Esrai; listening to a
Torah shiur or just sitting and shteiging in learning - THIS brings a person to true, authentic happiness. If living a real
Torah life is not giving you satisfaction, then you are doing something wrong! If you are going through the motions of
Yiddishkeit without feeling true simcha, then it is time to stop, reevaluate and begin to truly LIVE with Dveikus B’Hashem. 
     Too many people search for happiness in foreign places. People turn to alcohol, banned substances, smoking, vacations,
entertainment and all sorts of pleasurable activities to fill a void that is gnawing at them. Many people are on anti-
depressants and other forms of medication, or seek professional therapy to experience joy. Well folks, I am here to tell you
that the world’s greatest anti-depressant, the best therapy and safest, most long-lasting pleasure ... is TORAH and AVODAS
HASHEM! Try it. Throw yourself into your Pesach preparations and think how fortunate a Jew is to be free from all the
nonsense of the world. As the saying goes: TORAH - learn it, live it, and  experience the joy of a lifetime!
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     The Torah describes the Parah Aduma as the quintessential "ej" - a commandment without (any given) reason.
Symbolically, the Parah was offered by Bnei Yisroel as an atonement for the sin of the Golden Calf. Chazal describe it thusly:

"vbc kg rpf,u tnt tuc," - Let the mother (Parah) come and atone for her calf (Eigel). Rashi quotes the Gemara (:zx tnuh) that
the Satan and other nations began taunting Bnei Yisroel saying, “What is the purpose of this mitzvah?” In response, Hashem

said: "vru,v ,ej ,tz" - this is a ej without any reason. Furthermore, "vhrjt rvrvk ,uar lk ihtu hbpkn thv vrzd"  - “This is My

decree and you have no right to challenge it.” One might wonder: how is this response adequate to the Satan and the nations?
Wouldn’t this give them a further opportunity to ridicule and challenge the Yidden for doing a mitzvah that has no reason? 
    My machshava here is as follows: After the sin of the Eigel, the Bnei Levi listened to the call of Moshe Rabbeinu and killed the
3,000 individuals that bowed down to the Eigel. When Satan and the nations saw this, they wondered why it was necessary to
have a Parah Aduma atone for this sin: 3,000 souls were not enough? They were not ridiculing the Parah; they were questioning
its purpose, its need. Hashem responded to them and explained that an aveira can only be counted against a person if he actually

does a sin. This is true of all aveiros - except for Avoda Zara, for which it has been decreed that a thought alone is considered as if
one has done the sin. Thus, "hbpkn thv vrhzd" - this sin of Avoda Zara has already been decreed by Me long before, ,uar lk ihtu"
"vhrjt rvrvk - that a person may not even think such thoughts (ruvrv) for it will be counted as if he did the sin. This will answer
the Satan and the nations and put them in their place. The 3,000 deaths were indeed an atonement, but only for those who actually
worshipped the Eigel. The rest of the people who did not worship, but instead were thinking evil thoughts still require a kappara,
for their sin is counted as if they did the sin. Thus, the Parah Aduma will come and serve as a kappara for the rest of Klal Yisroel.  

 //// wv hbpk u,nhu o,ut kft,u wv hbpkn at tm,u(c-h)

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 wufu ogv sgcu lsgc rpfu l,kg ,tu l,tyj ,t vagu jcznv kt cre irvt kt van rnthu(z-y)
     An intriguing Jewish personality from the 19th century was a brilliant scholar by the name of Chaim Zelig Slonimski
(his father was from the city of Slonim). A brilliant analytical mind, Chaim Zelig was proficient in Shas and Poskim, but
displayed a tendency towards the study of mathematics and science at a young age. At the age of 24, he completed writing
a textbook on mathematics, and soon after published essays on Haley’s comet and other astronomy related topics. In 1844
he invented the calculation machine and in 1856 he invented a system for sending telegrams through electric flow. He
once received an award of 2,500 rubles from the Czarist academy and was crowned with the title, “A Learned Citizen.”
     Slonimski was a childhood friend of the great Netziv, R’ Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin zt”l, and they kept up their
friendship even after the Netziv became the renowned Rosh Yeshivah of Volozhin, while Slonimski went on to become a
well-known inventor and author. On one occasion, Slonimski was asked by an umbrella of Jewish groups to intercede with
the local authorities on a matter pertaining to religion. He did so and as a result, he invoked the ire of many of the
Rabbanim and religious Jews, who suspected him of belittling them to the government. Slonimski was shocked when he
heard the things people were saying about him and he tried to defend himself. He hurried to the home of the Netziv and
broke down in front of him. “You must believe me,” he said tearfully. “I spoke no evil about the Rabbanim and Roshei
Yeshivah. I did what I did L’shem Shamayim - my intentions were pure and there wasn’t the slightest bit of Apikorsis
(heresy) in what I spoke to the government about. Why do they hate me so much?”
     The Netziv watched as his old friend cried his eyes out. Finally, he addressed him. “My friend, Chaim Zelig, listen
carefully. The Torah tells us that on the day of Chanukas Hamishkan, Moshe Rabbeinu told Aharon to draw near and offer a
Korban Chatos, a sin-offering, on behalf of himself and the Nation. The commentators explain that Aharon’s personal
atonement was: wkdgv vagn kg rpfkw - for his role in the sin of the Golden Calf. Now, I ask you. How can this be? We all know
that Aharon was blameless with regard to the Eigel. He meant everything L’shem Shamayim! He attempted to stall the people,
to distract them from doing the terrible sin! How then, can it be, that he required atonement for this sin? The answer is
brought in the Yalkut, who says that the very fact that his actions came under question and people might have suspected
that he was involved in the creation of the Calf - this alone is akin to a sin and for this, Aharon needed atonement.”
     The Netziv looked at his friend and concluded, “If people are suspecting you of something because of what you said to the
government, then perhaps there is what to be concerned with, something which needs rectification and atonement.”
      Many years later, the Netziv was needed on an important communal matter in the capital city of Warsaw. The Polish
government was attempting to close down his beloved Volozhin Yeshivah and he was determined to do everything in his
power to avoid that. His stay was delayed time and again and he remained in Warsaw for quite a while. All throughout, many
Rabbanim, Chassidic Rebbes, lay leaders and Jews of all sorts came to visit the Netziv. Some came to learn Torah from him,
others to ask him questions, while some came just to bask in the great man’s presence. However, all during his lengthy stay,
his old friend Chaim Zelig Slonimski, who was a well-known resident of Warsaw, did not come to visit even once.
     One day, the Netziv was walking in the street and by chance, he happened to bump into Slonimski. “Chaim Zelig, how
have you been?” asked the Netziv, pleased to see his friend. “You know I have been in Warsaw for many weeks now and
you never came to visit. How can it be that you were unable to find some time to visit your old childhood friend?”
    “I intentionally did not come to visit you,” replied Slonimski. “You see, I am hated by the Chassidim and the Rabbanim for
they think that I am an Apikores, who does not fulfill the mitzvos and despises the religious community. Therefore, if I were
to come to you and renew our friendship, these same people would now look at you, the big Rosh Yeshivah of Volozhin,
and suspect that perhaps you, too, are being influenced by this heresy and it will reflect bad on you. I, therefore, decided to
stay away, for haven’t you taught me once before, that if your actions cause people to suspect you of wrongdoing - this
itself is akin to a sin?”

 /// wv vum rat vru,v ,ej ,tzvrp lhkt ujehu
 oun vc iht rat vnhn, vnst(c-yh vrp ,arp) 

 kft, tk rat vhjv ihcu /// rvyv ihcu tnyv ihc khscvk(zn-th)
      Rashi writes: “Does the Torah have to tell us to differe-
ntiate between a donkey and a cow? Aren’t they already
explicitly mentioned? Rather, it means, (differentiate) betw-
een what is impure to you and what is pure by you, between
an animal which was slaughtered severing its trachea half-
way through, or by severing it most of the way through.” R’
Moshe Sternbuch shlit’a (Taam V’Daas) notes that this
Rashi is one example of many cases where the tiniest
“hairsbreadth” (vnhb tkn) makes the difference between a
mitzvah or a transgression. One cannot depart even the small-
est shiur (amount) from the rules laid down by the Torah.
     The same idea applies to hypocrites. They sometimes
behave so uprightly that only a “hairsbreadth” divides their
behavior from that of a sincerely observant person. A certain

   EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
         THE MIDDAH OF ... dddddgggggnnnnnyyyyy

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSSEL KOFMAN   

person once to came to Brisk to give a sermon and R’ Chaim
Soloveitchik (Brisker) zt”l would not let him speak. The
person challenged R’ Chaim to show him when he had ever
spoken anything against the Torah and R’ Chaim retorted,
“Even kosher meat becomes treif when it is cooked in a treifa
pot!” To detect such people requires hairsbreadth acuity.
    The famous Rogatchover Gaon zt”l points out that
whenever a "vnhb tkn" of difference disqualifies an item
from being kosher, the ruling of a talmid chacham is needed
(see Rashi in Chulin 9). The same applies when examining
a knife which can be disqualified by the tiniest flaw and
requires the ruling of a chacham. He adds that because in
our time there is no one who has the halachic status of a
chacham, we are particular that slaughtering knives should
be absolutely flawless so that no one need make any ruling
whether they are properly sharpened or not.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF 
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

lyn: In an attempt to belittle him, a Catholic Bishop once

accosted R’ Yonason Eibeschutz zt”l and asked him a

question. “Your religion makes no sense. Why is it that if a

live chicken eats an entire liter of butter he remains kosher

and Jews can eat it, but if that very same chicken is then

cooked in a pot and the tiniest smidgen of butter falls into

the pot, it becomes forbidden? If you people are so

intelligent, how do you reconcile this?”

     R’ Yonason quickly replied. “What? And your religion

is any better? If you were to take a pig and cook it in a pot,

and the tiniest smidgen of dung or dirt falls in, you would

throw that pot out in a second and not touch the food. You

would consider it disgusting! And yet, when this very same

pig is alive, it rolls around in the most disgusting piles of

manure, ingesting dirt, dung and every other form of detestable

abomination - and that you have no problem with?”

lynp: There is probably no animal as disgusting to Jewish

sensitivities as the pig. It’s not just because it may not be

eaten: there are plenty of other animals that aren’t kosher

either, but none of them arouse as much disgust as the pig. The
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I was honored 
with signing the 
kesubah at a 
wedding. After 
the chuppah I was 
asked to return 

to sign another kesubah because the 
other witness forgot to add HaKohen 
to his name. I signed the new kesubah 
and made sure that they destroyed 
the original kesubah so there wouldn’t 
be two promissory notes on the same 
obligation.
Q: Was it necessary to replace the 
kesubah if one of the witnesses 
omitted writing that he is a Kohen?
A: There are three categories of 
documents that must be addressed: 
1) general documents (including loan 
documents, sale documents, etc.); 2) 
gittin; and 3) kesubos — the topic of 
this article. Most of the discussion in 
the Poskim relates to the parties of 
the document (e.g., lender, borrower). 
We will then address the halachah 
regarding the witnesses who sign on 
such documents.
Regarding the parties of general 
documents, it is not necessary to mention 
that one of the parties is a Kohen unless 
there are two people in town with the 
same name and adding HaKohen will 
differentiate between them (C.M. 49:1). 
Regarding a get, some authorities 
invalidate a get if the husband is not 
identified as a Kohen, whereas others 
assert that the get is valid. Rema rules 
that l’chatchilah, HaKohen should be 
included, but if it was omitted and it is a 
pressing circumstance, the get remains 
valid (E.H. 129:7).
A kesubah is technically in the same 
category as other documents and it 
should not be necessary to include 
HaKohen. However, common custom is 
to be stringent with a kesubah as one 
would be with a get out of concern that 
if, Heaven forbid, they divorce, the get 
will be written by copying the name 

Chaim Reider got his driver’s license. He did not need to drive 
much, so he used the family’s car as needed. Then he began 
learning in a different yeshivah, where having his own car 
would be helpful.

“Would you consider getting me a used car?” Chaim asked his father.
“I’m willing to get you a car, but with two stipulations,” Mr. Reider replied. “First, 
that you cover the gas. Second that you don’t get any tickets. Otherwise, the gift is 
null and void and the car gets sold.”
Chaim agreed to the terms. He drove carefully and reimbursed his father for any 
gas that was charged to his credit card.
After a year, Chaim said to his father, “I walk around nervous thinking that if I goof 
— I lose the car,” he said. “Would you agree to cancel the stipulations?”
“You’ve behaved responsibly,” Mr. Reider said. He agreed to cancel the stipulations.
It was only two weeks later that Chaim got two tickets, one for speeding and one 
for going through a red light.
“I told you that if you get tickets the gift is null and void,” Mr. Reider said sternly. 
“It’s time to invoke that clause!”
“I did wrong,” acknowledged Chaim, “but you canceled the stipulations two weeks 
ago, so the car should remain mine. I promise to be more careful.”
“Promises are not enough in this situation,” said Mr. Reider. “I’m not convinced 
that simply canceling stipulations works. I’d like to discuss this with Rabbi Dayan.”
The two came to Rabbi Dayan. “I gave Chaim a car with two stipulations: that 
he pay for gas and not get tickets,” 
said Mr. Reider. “Although I canceled 
the stipulations, can I revoke the gift 
now that he violated the stipulation 
and got tickets?”
“Canceling a stipulation depends 
on a number of factors,” answered 
Rabbi Dayan. “There is a fundamental 
difference between a condition of 
im (if), where the transaction does 
not take effect until the condition is 
fulfilled, and a condition of al menas 
(on condition) or mei’achshav (from 
now), where the transaction takes 
effect now, but remains dependent 
on fulfillment of the condition. In 
the first case, it is usually possible to 
retract the condition and/or cancel 
the transaction before it takes effect. 
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of the husband as it appears on the 
kesubah (Nachalas Shivah 12:16. We do 
not, however, add to a kesubah all the 
nicknames that must be in a get).
The above applies to the names of the 
husband and wife, but regarding the 
witnesses’ names we are more lenient. 
Even though l’chat’chilah witnesses on 
a get should also include their lineage 
(Kohen or Levi), (E.H. 154, Seder Haget 
62), that requirement is not as strong as 
the requirement to include the lineage 
of the husband. This is evident from 
the fact that whereas the nicknames of 
husband and wife are necessary, the 
witnesses’ nicknames are not included 
in a get (see E.H. 130:11, Kesubah 
K’Hilchasah pg. 98). 
[The reason to distinguish between 
the names of the husband and wife 
and the names of the witnesses is that 
mid’Oraisa, the names of the husband 
and wife must be on the get, while the 
witnesses’ signatures on a get are only 
required mid’Rabbanan. (Terumas 
Hadeshen 234; however, Kesubah 
K’hilchasah, pg. 340, differentiates 
between nicknames and lineage and 
entertains the possibility that there is a 
stronger reason to include lineage than 
a nickname.)] 
In your case, since it involves a kesubah, 
the matter is even more lenient. Although 
the husband’s lineage is included in the 
kesubah, that requirement is the only 
l’chat’chilah. Additionally, the reason 
is so that a mistake is not made when 
writing a get. Such a concern obviously 
does not apply to the witnesses. 
Accordingly, although witnesses are 
instructed to include their lineage, if it 
was omitted, the kesubah remains valid 
(Kesubah K’hilchasah, pg. 96, 345).
The fact that the second witness omitted 
HaKohen was not grounds to invalidate 
the original kesubah. However, the new 
kesubah may, in fact, be invalid and the 
issues related to that question will iy”H 
be addressed in next week’s issue.

money matters

In the second case, such as ours, it is not always possible to cancel a stipulation” 
(E.H. 103:3).
“When is it possible?” asked Mr. Reider.
“If the stipulation requires one party to pay something, the other party can uphold 
the transaction even if the condition is not fulfilled,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The 
intended recipient can say, ‘It is as if I received,’ and uphold the action as if he were 
paid and the condition fulfilled, even if it wasn’t. Thus, the stipulation about paying 
for the gas is canceled” (Y.D. 228:39; E.H. 38:36; Ketzos 243:2).
“What about the other stipulation, not getting tickets?” asked Mr. Reider.
“That is the subject of a significant dispute,” replied Rabbi Dayan. “The Rashba 
maintains that a stipulation to refrain from something cannot be repealed without 
redoing the transaction without the stipulation. The Ran maintains that if the 
stipulation was made for someone’s benefit, he can cancel the condition by saying 
that he was not insistent. The Rosh maintains that in most situations it is possible 
for the one who made the stipulation to cancel it and uphold the transaction, even 
if the stipulation will be violated. There are widely divergent opinions regarding the 
opinion of the Rambam” (Hil. Ishus 7:23; E.H. 38:35, 143:5-6; Machaneh Ephraim, 
Hil. Zechiyah Umatanah #14; Chazon Ish, E.H. 53; Pischei Choshen 20:23).
“Thus,” concluded Rabbi Dayan, “the car remains Chaim’s according to the Rosh 
and some understandings of the Rambam that even a stipulation not to get tickets 
can be repealed to uphold the transaction.”

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 
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Q: I have heavy equipment in our partnership’s office. Can I sell it to my 
partner or to the business through kinyan chatzer in our office?
A: The Gemara (B.B. 84b) teaches that partners can acquire through kinyan chatzer 
in a joint courtyard. However, it indicates that they cannot sell to each other in this 
manner (C.M. 260:4).
Nonetheless, the Ketzos writes that while it is not possible to sell to the other 
partner in this manner, it is possible to sell to joint ownership of the partnership 
(Ketzos 260:1, 207:6, 176:1).
The Nesivos (176:2) maintains that it is possible to sell to a partner through kinyan 
chatzer in an area meant exclusively for joint use, such as an office, but not in a 
shared area intended also for private use, such as an apartment. 
Machaneh Ephraim (Hil. Kinyan Chatzer #6) maintains that if the item was initially 
placed in the shared area for the purpose of transferring ownership, it can be sold 
to the partner through kinyan chatzer there (Pischei Choshen, Shutfim 8:26).
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Now You Know 
Parshas Parah is an enigma. No man 

(with the possible exception of Moshe 
Rabbeinu) understood how or why it 

works. It is the quintessential ‘chok,’ a 
statute without discernible reason. 

The death of Aharon’s sons has a 
multitude of reasons given. Though any 

one of them can make sense, we don’t 
know which reason was the right one or 
if they were all contributing factors. 

Once again, we find that the human 
mind is unable to grasp the exact 

thought process of HaShem. 

When the Torah says that Aharon was 
silent, it doesn’t say, “V’shasak 

Aharon,” he was quiet, but rather 
“Vayidom,” he remained silent. 

The word “Vayidom,” is similar to the 

word ‘dimyon,’ the power of the 
imagination with which HaShem blessed 

human beings. 

It enables us to envision possibilities, to 
guess, to hypothesize, to suggest 

myriad ways of approaching HaShem’s 
will and viewing His acts. 

When his sons died, and Moshe told him 
that it was a glorification of HaShem, 

Aharon did not protest that it was unfair 
of HaShem to take his children. 

Rather, he opened his mind to the 

endless possibilities and silently 
accepted HaShem’s decision, knowing 

that there was a good reason, possibly 
even one he could never fathom. This 

made him worthy of Divine revelation. 

Thought of the week: 

The basis of real knowledge 
is knowing the extent of 
one's ignorance. 

(ZU:Y ARQYW)  “...FRs HNHW HwM wRD wRD TAUXH RYEs TAW” 
“Moshe inquired insistently about the he-goat of the sin offering for behold it 
was burned!” (Leviticus 10:16) 
When Nadav and Avihu died by Divine action, Aharon and his remaining two sons were 
now in a category of mourning that might have precluded them from eating from the 
korbanos. Three sacrifices were offered, two were one-time offerings while the third, the 
goat of Rosh Chodesh, the new month, would be offered again the following month. 

It was this third goat that Aharon decided not to eat from, and which he had burned. When 
Moshe inquired about this, he was not precisely sure what the halacha should have been. 
He was upset that he did not have time to discuss, reflect, and rule on the matter before it 
was done. 

Aharon, for his part, explained his position, while Moshe offered his. The two of them 
essentially had what R’ Tzadok HaKohain writes was the first “Talmudic discussion” in the 
Torah, in which reasoning was used to interpret the breadth and applicability of the halacha 
in question. 

Interestingly, this verse is the halfway point of the Torah in terms of word count, with one 
instance of the word “wRD” the end of the first half, and the second instance of the word 

“wRD” beginning the second half. This is significant for several reasons. 

First, we learn that when there is a division, one ought to seek out and try to find a way to 
unify. Peace is so important that one cannot simply assume there is no common ground, 
but rather he must find a way for them to join together. 

Secondly, this proves what the Gemara says in Kiddushin (30b) that two people studying 
Torah together can be bitter enemies (from their standpoints) but they will end up loving 
each other. Though Moshe and Aharon disagreed on the applicable Halacha, they were 
able to grow in respect and love for each other, despite being on two sides of the law. 

Finally, the fact that the Torah is divided between the same words is a commentary on the 
fact that you can have two opposing views and both are Torah! Right or wrong are usually 
a matter of perspective.  

Intriguingly, the Mishna says that we are to listen to the sages even if they tell us that right is 

left. But how can that be when we KNOW they are wrong?  Let us ask why it says they tell you 
right is left. Why not up and down? Right and left is actually very specific. 

When we are facing each other, my right is the other person’s left. We are both correct; it just 
depends on how you look at it. The Mishna meant to tell us that the chachomim have a better 
perspective on life and we should listen to their guidance. We do this by seeking the truth and 
learning the Torah, as did Moshe. 

One day, a man hung a poster on the bulletin board in his shul stating that R’ Yaakov 
Kamenetsky had ruled that one may not lick the glue on the back of an envelope. 
Presumably, the glue was made from non-Kosher animals and was therefore prohibited. 

Someone else saw this and asked R’ Yaakov about the psak. “I didn’t rule that way,” he 
said. “Why do you think I did.” They called in the fellow who posted the sign. 

“True, the Rav did not ‘say’ it in so many words, but I saw him sealing an envelope. Instead 
of licking it as most people do, he licked his finger and used that to seal the glue. Clearly he 
held that the glue is not kosher and thus problematic!” 

R’ Yaakov smiled and replied, “I did lick my finger instead of the envelope. But it was 
because I had a cut on my tongue.”  

©2016 – J. Gewirtz 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ְצַריִּם י ה׳ ַהַמֲעֶלה ֶאְתֶכם ֵמֶאֶרץ מִּ י ֲאנִּ ְקָרא יא:מה(…כִּ ים )ַויִּ יֶתם ְקֺדשִּ ְהיִּ וִּ  
 For I am ד׳ Who brought you up from the land of Egypt … and 
you shall be holy. 
 Why is it important to mention that ד׳ brought up ְשָרֵאל  ְבֵני יִּ
from  ם ְצַריִּ  defining  kosher  and  ֲהָלכֹות  regarding  the  ָפָרָשה  in  the  מִּ
non-kosher animals? Furthermore, why is ם ְצַריִּ יַאת מִּ  singled out in ְיצִּ
connection with this ְצָוה ְצֹות more than most other מִּ  ?ּתֹוָרה in the מִּ
And finally, what is the connection between ד׳ taking us out of ם ְצַריִּ  מִּ
and the end of the ים ,ָפסּוק יֶתם ְקֺדשִּ ְהיִּ   ?and you shall be holy ,וִּ
 The יָעא סא:) ְגָמָרא ״י quoted by the 2nd answer of] (ָבָבא ְמצִּ  ַרשִּ
 write “[Who] brought you up [from ּתֹוָרה asks, why does the [ָדָבר ַאֵחר -
ם ְצַריִּ  ?in the section that deals with refraining from eating insects ”[מִּ
The ְגָמָרא answers that the mere fact that ְשָרֵאל  do not defile ְבֵני יִּ
themselves by eating disgusting insects and vermin would have been 
sufficient reason to bring them up from ם ְצַריִּ  writes ּתֹוָרה When the .מִּ
ְשָרֵאל that ,ַהַמֲעֶלה ֶאְתֶכם ם were “brought up” [from ְכַלל יִּ ְצַריִּ  it means ,[מִּ
that their bodies were raised to a new level of holiness. 
ד ַהֶמֶלְך  ים מ:ט) says ָדוִּ לִּ  And Your — ְותֹוָרְתָך ְבתֹוְך ֵמָעי“ ,(ְּתהִּ
 found in ּתֹוָרה asks, why was the ַזַצ״ל is in my innards.” R' Wolbe ּתֹוָרה
ד ַהֶמֶלְך  s innards? Would it not be more appropriate to say that the’ָדוִּ
 was in his head and heart? This statement teaches us about the ּתֹוָרה
holiness of a Jew’s entire physical being. When ְשָרֵאל ם left ְכַלל יִּ ְצַריִּ  ,מִּ
they  underwent  a  spiritual  makeover  in  which  their  very  bodies 
became refined and more inclined toward spirituality. ד ַהֶמֶלְך  s’ָדוִּ

“innards” is a metaphor for the very essence of ְשָרֵאל יַאת  After .ְכַלל יִּ ְיצִּ
ם ְצַריִּ ְשָרֵאל ,מִּ  were spiritually “brought up” — their essence was ְכַלל יִּ
unable to tolerate the impurity of eating non-kosher creatures.   
 R’ Wolbe continues with an important message to internalize 
and remember at the ֶפַסח ֵסֶדר. On the night of the ֵסֶדר we have a 
special ְצָוה ם of מִּ ְצַריִּ לּו הּוא ָיָצא ֵממִּ ְראֹות ֶאת ַעְצמֹו ְכאִּ  to see ourselves as ,לִּ
if we were redeemed from ם ְצַריִּ  Our obligation is not only to feel as if .מִּ
we ourselves left the physical work of the hundreds of years in the 
land of ם ְצַריִּ  but also to realize that we were “brought up” from ,מִּ
ם ְצַריִּ  and elevated to a new level on which our bodies became filled מִּ
with holiness. We became an entirely different and holy nation.  
 This is the message of the ּתֹוָרה that ties together leaving 
ם ְצַריִּ  defining kosher and non-kosher animals, and the end ֲהָלכֹות the ,מִּ
of the ָפסּוק of ים יֶתם ְקֺדשִּ ְהיִּ  and you shall be holy. The very nation ,וִּ
that was in ם ְצַריִּ  for generations became an entirely new and holy מִּ
nation when they left ם ְצַריִּ   .מִּ
 Instead of looking at the restrictions of eating only kosher, 
we should focus on the underlying meaning of this ְצָוה  Every nation .מִּ
has its unique defining characteristic. The Jewish nation’s character 
was defined at the time of ם ְצַריִּ יַאת מִּ  The prohibition against eating .ְיצִּ
non-kosher food is a message that we became elevated at the time of 
ם ְצַריִּ יַאת מִּ  .to a higher level of holiness ְיצִּ

Adapted from: Rav Wolbe on Chumash (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ים ם was born in ַזַצ"ל Brim ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ַחיִּ ד to ְירּוָשַליִּ  ר׳ ָמְרְדַכי ָדוִּ
and י יָבא ָנֳעמִּ יְנָדא לִּ יַבת ֵעץ  He learned in .(nee Rokeach) הִּ ְישִּ
ים יד ֻמְבָהק and was a ַחיִּ  .ַזַצ"ל of R' Isser Zalman Meltzer ַתְלמִּ

Later he was a ת ן ַביִּ יד ֻמְבָהק and בֶּ יש of the ַתְלמִּ  In his youth, he and .ֲחזֹון אִּ
his brother  ַר׳ ְיהֹוֻשע founded the Boyaner ּכֹוֵלל. A few years after he married 
ינדל ְשָרֵאל the daughter of ,ֻרָחָמה הִּ יַבת  in ַר״ם Toisig, he became a ר׳ יִּ ְישִּ
יר and (ְבֵני ְבַרק) סַלבֹוְדָקה יַבת מִּ ם) ְישִּ Later he founded .(ְירּוָשַליִּ ל ַיֲעֺקב   יַבת ֺאהֶּ ְישִּ
יָבה He spent several years in America as .(ְבֵני ְבַרק)  .of Skver רֺאש ְישִּ
Returning to ם ְשַּכן יֹוֵסף he founded the ,ְירּוָשַליִּ ּלּוי He was an .ּכֹוֵלל מִּ  עֹוֵבד ד׳ ,עִּ
and one of the great יֵצי תֹוָרה עּוֵרי  in his time. He initiated the ַמְרבִּ התֹוָר שִּ  
network. 

 כ"ה אדר
5682 - 5762 
1922 - 2002 

ים  would travel daily to ַזַצ"ל Brim ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ַחיִּ
 and served as the official ְבֵני ְבַרק
messenger between the יׁש  and the ֲחזֹון אִּ
Yidden in ְירּוָׁשַליִּם. Once he apologized to 
the יׁש  for all the time he was ֲחזֹון אִּ
taking from the יׁש  with the ּתֹוָרה s’ֲחזֹון אִּ
non-halachic ְׁשֵאלֹות. The יׁש  ֲחזֹון אִּ
explained that such ְׁשֵאלֹות helped his 
learning. Success in ּתֹוָרה is not like other 
 ְנָׁשָמה depends on the ּתֹוָרה ;wisdoms ,ָחְכמֹות
of the one learning it. When one helps a Yid, his ְנָׁשָמה 
expands and can absorb more ּתֹוָרה!   

in honor of the bar mitzvah of Shea Bergman in honor of the bar mitzvah of Akiva Dachs



ת  ָמא: ִהְלכוֹו ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ִדיַקת ָחֵמץ ַסח - ּבְ ּפֶ

In the Way of Aharon

1. What was the reward that ַאֲהֹרן received for remaining silent 
after the sudden death of two of his sons? 

2. What is the name of the bird that shares its food only with its 
friends?  

 when teaching ,ַאֲהֹרן and only to ,ַאֲהֹרן addressed His speech directly to הקב״ה .1
the ָׁה ִּדֹּם) ְשתּוֵיי יִָׁין of ַפְרש  .(10:4 — ד״ה ַוי

2. The ָׁה  .bird shares its food ONLY with its friends, NOT with any other birds ֲחִסיד
It is rendered unkosher since its kindness is exclusive [Ruzhiner Rebbe] ( ד״ה
ִּיָדה     .(11:19 — ַהֲחס
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Living   Torahwith 
the

Halacha 
Corner *Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

ֶבר ה'  ֺּאֶמר מֶֺּשה ֶאל ַאֲהרֺּן הּוא ֲאֶשר דִּ ֵבד … ַוי ם ֶאכָּ עָּ ל הָּ ֵדש ְוַעל ְפֵני כָּ ְקרַֺּבי ֶאקָּ בִּ
דֺּם ַאֲהרֺּן.  ַויִּ

 speak, saying: ‘I will be ד׳ Of this did“ :ַאֲהרֺּן said to מֶֺּשה 
sanctified through those who are nearest Me, thus will I be honored 
before the entire people’”; and ַאֲהרֺּן was silent (א י:ג ְקרָּ  .(ַויִּ
 As the joy of the ן ְשכָּ  s’ַאֲהרֺּן ,s dedication reached its peak’מִּ
two oldest sons, ב דָּ י and נָּ הּו-ַאבִּ , performed an unauthorized service 
and lost their lives on the very day when ַאֲהרֺּן was inaugurated as  כֵֺּהן
דֹול ה The .גָּ  reacted to his losses with silent ַאֲהרֺּן testifies that ּתֹורָּ
acceptance of the Divine judgment. As a reward, the next ה ְצוָּ  in the מִּ
ה  as was ,מֶֺּשה was communicated directly to him rather than to ּתֹורָּ
always the case — with this one exception. When a Jew acts in the 
way of ַאֲהרֺּן, he sanctifies הקב״ה’s Name by demonstrating his 
unflinching   faith   that   everything   occurring   on   this   world   is 
orchestrated from Above, and he makes clear his belief that all of 
 .s ways are perfect, and ultimately are for the good’הקב״ה

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Our generation witnessed how a father and mother, during 
a time of great tragedy, acted and spoke in a way that surely ranks 
them among the great “יו ֶשל ַאֲהרֺּן ידָּ  an ,הי״ד ,Wachsman ַנְחשֹון .”ַּתְלמִּ
IDF soldier, was kidnapped by Hamas terrorists in 1994. Through the 
entire ordeal, his parents spoke with powerful ֶאמּונָּה, stressing 
repeatedly in interviews (broadcast throughout Israel) that only 
 could save their son, beseeching the nation, religious and הקב״ה
secular alike, to pray that he be saved.  Mrs. Wachsman told her 
country that all the leaders involved in trying to secure ַנְחשֹון’s release 
were but messengers of הקב״ה, and one could only daven that He put 
into their minds the wisdom to take the steps that would ensure her 
son’s survival. In a land where secular and religious societies often 
clash, all different types of Jews were united in praying for one of 
their sons. Schools across the spectrum recited ים לִּ  over 50,000 … ְּתהִּ
people assembled at the כֹוֶתל for the heartfelt recitation of ים לִּ  .ְּתהִּ
 On ת  ,ַנְחשֹון“ ,Mrs. Wachsman said on the radio ,ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ
we’re going to have our usual ת  meal, perhaps heightened by your ַשבָּ

absence. Please — you, too, try to have a regular ת  ,That night ”.ַשבָּ
א Wachsman joined the ranks of ַנְחשֹון יבָּ י ַעקִּ  and the other martyrs ַרבִּ
of our people. 
 When the news of his murder became known, all of  ֶאֶרץ
ֵאל ְשרָּ  :s father told a family friend’ַנְחשֹון .felt as if it had lost a brother יִּ
“Just one thing worries me ― ַנְחשֹון succeeded in raising the Jewish 
people to a high level of ֶאמּונָּה and ה לָּ  Now we have the .ְּתפִּ
responsibility to maintain this heightened level. People will ask – how 
is  it  that  we  were  not  answered  from  Above  in  spite  of  all  the 
countless לֹות  for many things in my הקב״ה But, you know, I asked ?ְּתפִּ
life, and He always granted them. I asked Him for good health … for a 
family such as I have merited … Now, if they will ask why our לֹות  ְּתפִּ
did not earn us the reply that we sought from ַמיִּם ינּו ֶשַבשָּ בִּ  I will tell ,אָּ
them, We did receive an answer. The answer was ‘No.’ Because 
sometimes a father can answer, ‘No.’” 
 In a later interview, after the funeral, Mr. Wachsman said: 
“The cruel and vicious band of thugs who kidnapped my son was a 
group that did not care even for their own lives — they barricaded 
themselves behind booby-trapped steel doors. It is clear that the 
לֹות  were not in vain. Many soldiers could have lost their lives [in ְּתפִּ
the rescue mission launched on ת לֹות The many .[ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ  were a ְּתפִּ
factor in sparing their lives. I’m telling you again, most of the time 
when I have asked for something, I received ‘Yes’ for an answer. This 
time, the answer to me, personally, was ‘No,’ but the answer to the 
לֹות  ”.in general was a positive one ְּתפִּ
 Mrs. Wachsman said: “We aren’t special … The only thing 
that kept us sane … through all this was our ֶאמּונָּה. We believe that 
our years are numbered. When a person fulfills his mission, then that 
is the end … Our ֶאמּונָּה tells us that these were the years allotted to 
our son and he fulfilled what he was meant to…” 
 Yes, true “ֲהֺרן ל אַּ ְלִמיָדיו שֶׁ  ”.תַּ

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ט׳ סעיף ו׳
*Just before recess, Shlomie whispered to Yanky, “I have an interesting 
secret I just heard from Chaim. I cannot say anything more because 
Chaim is nearby and it is better to share the information on the way 
home.” For the remainder of the day, Yanky had a very difficult time 
concentrating on the lessons. He was busy wondering what the 
“interesting secret” might be. Finally, the bell rang and Yanky ran to join 
Shlomie as he walked home. 
May Shlomie share the secret even if there is no ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Shlomie cannot share any information that was told to him in confidence, unless 
he has been given explicit permission to share it with others. Of course, if the confidential 
information contains ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע  ,then even if Shlomie had been given permission, he cannot 
share his knowledge with others. 

 The custom is to take a feather with which to dust out the ָחֵמץ 
from the holes and cracks. 

 It is customary to use a single wax candle or a flashlight for ִדיָקה  .בְּ

 Some of the commonly overlooked areas to search for ָחֵמץ 
include: Clothing pockets, school knapsacks, work desks, school 
lockers, etc.  



לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
R' Avrohom Chaim Brim ַזַצ״ל was a great אֹון  ,kindness ,ֶחֶסד in גָּ
as well as in his ה  He was always on the lookout for people .ּתֹורָּ
who he thought needed a kind word or encouragement, and 
was there for people in their times of grief. R' Chaim once 
commented when he was sick in the hospital, " רּוְך ד׳ ִאיְך קֶען בָּ
לֶערנֶען אּון ִאיְך קֶען דַאװֶענֶען ָאבֶער ִאיְך קֶעִניׁשט טָאן ֶחֶסד, אּון דָאס 
רּוְך ד׳ — טּוט װֵײ!  I can learn and I can daven, but I cannot ,בָּ
perform ֶחֶסד, and that hurts!" Source: Heard around the Shabbos Table  

UnderstandingDavening

The ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְּבַחג contest
and more…

ה… רָּ ת פָּ ׁשַׁ רָּ כֹור ּופָּ ת זָּ ׁשַׁ רָּ ֵיׁש אֹוְמִרים ֶׁשפָּ  
א  ְיתָּ ם ִמְדאֹורַׁ יִבים ִלְקרֹותָּ יָּ חַׁ  

… some (ִראׁשֹוִנים) hold that the reading of 
כֹור ת  זָּ ׁשַׁ רָּ ה  and  פָּ רָּ ת  פָּ ׁשַׁ רָּ ה   is  a  פָּ ִמְצוָּ
א ְיתָּ  .(או״ח תרפ״ה סע׳ ז) ְדאֹורַׁ
Many ַאֲחרֹוִנים discuss the source for this 
opinion of the ִראׁשֹוִנים. The ן ְלחָּ ׁשֻׁ רּוְך הַׁ  עָּ
learns it from a ִסְפִרי in ה רָּ ת פָּ ְרׁשַׁ ה ִלְבֵני  :פַׁ ְיתָּ ְוהָּ

ֵאל ם…ִיְשרָּ ת עֹולָּ קַׁ ְלחֻׁ  — and it shall be for the 
children of ֵאל  as an everlasting statute … ִיְשרָּ
ר יט:י) ִמְדבָּ גֶׁת  adds ִסְפִרי The .(בַׁ ְתֵהא נֹוהֶׁ ׁשֶׁ
ה this — ְלדֹורֹות  is applicable in all ִמְצוָּ
generations, even with no ׁש ִמְקדָּ  .ֵבית הַׁ
Others learn it from the סּוק ח  :פָּ ְזֹכר ַאל ִתְׁשכַׁ

ר ִמְדבָּ יָך בַׁ ת ה׳ ֱאֹלקֶׁ ְפתָּ אֶׁ ר ִהְקצַׁ …ֵאת ֲאׁשֶׁ  — 
Remember how you angered ד׳ [with the sin 
of the ב הָּ זָּ ל הַׁ ִרים ט:ז) [Golden Calf ,ֵעגֶׁ  It .(ְדבָּ
would be improper to publicly read about 
the sin of the ב הָּ זָּ ל הַׁ  Instead, we allude to .ֵעגֶׁ
it by reading about its ה רָּ פָּ  through the כַׁ
ashes of the ה מָּ ה ֲאדֻׁ רָּ        .פָּ

 ,to Shmuel Aharon Rabinovitz, Grade 4 ַמָזל טֹוב!
Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst, Brooklyn, NY, and to 
the hundreds who participated the 2nd International 
Pirchei ׁשֹוְבִבים program this year –  ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד
 Although the program officially ended, we !ַתְרּגּום
still received faxes from ָבחּוִרים who shared that 
they will be continuing to review the ָפָרָׁשה! Keep it 
up! It is a ְסגּוָלה for ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים and ֲאִריכּות ָיִמים! 
The ַרָמ״א writes in ִהְלכֹות ְמִגָלה תרצ״ה ִסיָמן א׳ that 
one should begin the ְסעּוַדת פּוִרים by learning תֹוָרה. 
He explains that this ִמְנָהג is hinted at in the words 
 the Jews had light and — ַלְיהּוִדים ָהְיָתה אֹוָרה ְוִשְמָחה
rejoicing; the word אֹוָרה, light, is a reference to the 
spiritual light of תֹוָרה. In the 1st (תכ״ט סעיף א׳) ֲהָלָכה 
of ִהְלכֹות ֶפַסח the (ס״ק ב׳) ִמְׁשָנה ְברּוָרה teaches that 
one should start learning ִהְלכֹות ֶפַסח from פּוִרים. 
With this in mind, we have chosen to repeat our 
international ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג contest for a 2nd year: 
Learn one ֲהָלָכה in ִהְלכֹות ֶפַסח in ְלָחן ָערּוְך  daily ִקצּור ׁשֻׁ
until ֶפַסח (preferably together with an older ַחְברּוָתא, 
but this is not a requirement).  
The two practical ִסיָמִנים in ְלָחן ָערּוְך  total 23) ִקצּור ׁשֻׁ
) ִסיָמן קי״ח :chosen are (ְסִעיִפים י״א ְסִעי׳ -ַהָכַנת ַהֵסֶדר  ) 
and ִסיָמן קי״ט ( י״ב ְסִעי׳ -ֵסֶדר ֵליל ֵסֶדר  ). 
If you are interested in joining this amazing program 
and of course will try continue to אי״ה review the 
weekly ָפָרָׁשה as per your grade level, please send a 
signed fax every week to 718 506 9633 – include 
your grade, name, school, city & state, and your 
contact number and fax number. Your name will be 
entered into a raffle to win a beautiful set of  ִמְקָראֹות
 .ֶפַסח after ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים

Dear Talmid, 
  Whenever R' Avrohom 
Chaim Brim ַזַצ״ל traveled by taxi, 
he would add extra money to the 
fare. He would explain to his 
family     that     since     many 
passengers complain to drivers, 
either about poor service or high 
fares, he wanted to offset that 
feeling by providing the driver 
with a sign of his satisfaction 
with the service. 
 Once, the overwhelmed 
taxi driver looked at the money 
R' Chaim was offering him and 
said: "Rabbi, this extra sum is the 
only money I want. You can keep 
the rest of the fare. This sign     
of appreciation is worth more to 
me than anything else." 
 Another time R' Chaim 
was invited to speak at an event. 
The speaker who preceded R’ 
Chaim at the event read from his 
notes as he spoke. R' Chaim was 
then called up to speak, and he 
also referred to his notes.  When  
he  finished speaking and left the 
podium, he forgot to take his 
notes with him.  
 When the event was 
over, someone straightened up 
the room and found the notes 
which R' Chaim had left at the 

podium. To his puzzlement, he 
saw  that  the  “notes”  were 
nothing  but  a  blank  piece  of 
paper. After a few minutes of 
thought, he realized what had 
occurred. R' Chaim had observed 
that   the   first   speaker   had 
referred to notes as he spoke, 
and   feared   that   he   would 
embarrass him if he then spoke 
without notes. Therefore, he 
decided to refer to his “notes” as 
he spoke as well. 
 My ַתְלִמיד, R' Chaim 
taught by example that ֶחֶסד 
doesn’t always have to involve 
physical work or giving money to 
the needy. ֶחֶסד starts by thinking 
about the feelings of others. 
Showing  gratitude  for  a  paid 
service because others complain, 
or   being   concerned   about 
making someone feel inferior by 
speaking without notes, is also 
 Look around. Can you think .ֶחֶסד
of anyone near you right now 
who would appreciate a kind 
word or a show of gratitude? 
Why wait? The earlier you say it, 
the greater the feeling — and 
the greater the ֶחֶסד! 

רּוְך!  ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו בָּ
 ֶרִבי Your                ,ְבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 



Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִּפי ַהָלָכה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

Der Alter of Slabodka once deviated from his 
usual custom of davening mincha in yeshiva.

Der Alter went over to the Amud without 
even getting a reply from the gabbai... and 

his stuttering startled the mispallelim.

After davening der Alter thanked the 
gabbai and left as if nothing had happened.

The Alter had been menachem avel 
this man earlier in the week...

Der Alter realized the man’s predicament and 
willingly embarrassed himself to provide 

the avel the encouragement he needed.

It was puzzling that he changed his usual 
place of davening, but not as puzzling as his 

uncharacteristically urgent behavior...

כ“ט שבט  1927 - 1849  5687 - 5609

 at יתֹום born in Rasei, Lithuania, became a ,זצ״ל Finkel, the Alter of Slabodka ר׳ נתן צבי
an early age. He was a תלמיד of the Alter of Kelm זצ״ל. In 1877, he opened a ּכֹולל and
as זצ״ל appointing R’ Eliezer Gordon ,ישיבה in Slabodka. He started Telz ישיבה קטנה
 split in a dispute ישיבה In 1897, the .ישיבה In 1884, he founded the Slabodka .ראׁש ישיבה
over the emphasis on learning מּוסר. He formed ישיבת כנסת ישראל, and also launched 
Slutsk ישיבה, appointing ר׳ איסר זלמן Meltzer זצ״ל as ראׁש ישיבה. In the ‘20s, he opened 
a branch of his ישיבה in ארץ ישראל together with ר’ משה מרדכי Epstein זצ”ל, and sent 
numerous hand-picked תלמידים there. In 1925, he moved to his ישיבה in חברֹון. His שעּורים 

are collected in אֹור הצפּון.

What is this all 
about? Der Alter 

doesn’t stammer or 
stumble when he 

davens-

Eh, m-may I 
daven m-m-maariv? 

I-I just b-b-ecame a 
chiyuv...

...Yis-Yis-gadal 
v-v-yis-yiskadash... 

sh-sh-sh-mei...

I-I was concerned 
about d-davening in 

p-public..When I-I heard der 
Alter d-davening, and even he 

stutters... I-I can daven 
too....

My son, 
would you know what 
time they daven mincha 
today in the community 

shul?

Gabbai! I am a 
chiyuv and I must 

daven at the Amud...
Does der Rebbi 
have Yahrtzeit 

today?..
It’s 

urgent...

...Oh! Uh, I’ll 
check and come 

back, Rebbi.

What’s happening? 
Is this the tefillah 

of Der Alter of 
Slabodka?

Yeyasher 
Koach! (Thank 

you!)

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval  www.leilshishi.com
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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Shemini-Parah 5776

The Death of the Righteous 

is also a Time of Joy 

Introduction 

It is interesting that this week I was 

unable to locate a previous article 

regarding Parshas Shemini, aside from 

last year’s, and I assume that anyone 

reading this year will say, “he wrote the 

same thing last year.” We all know that 

Torah is constantly being refreshed, 

similar to the creation of the world, and 

this should allow us to review what we 

have learned in the past and derive new 

lessons from the parasha. Parshas 

Shemini discusses the יום שמיני למילואים, 

the eighth day of the inauguration of 

Aharon and his sons to become Kohanim 

serving in the Mishkan. The Gemara 

(Zevachim 102a) tells us that Elisheva 

bas Aminadav, the wife of Aharon 

HaKohen, had five advantages over 

other Jewish women on the day that the 

Mishkan was inaugurated. Her brother-

in-law, Moshe, was the leader of the 

Jewish People, her husband, Aharon, 

was the Kohen Gadol, her son was the 

assistant Kohen, her grandson was the 

Kohen anointed for war, and her brother, 

Nachshon, was the leader of his tribe. 

Nonetheless, she was stricken with 

mourning, as her two sons., Nadav and 

Avihu, died in their quest to bring 

Ketores inside the Holy of Holies. How 

are we to understand this enigma? On 

the one hand, the Gemara (Megillah 

10b) tells us, the day that the Mishkan 

was inaugurated was as joyous as the 

day that heaven and earth were created. 

Yet, this momentous day was marred by 

tragedy, as two great leaders of the 

Jewish People, were punished for their 

zealousness and for a litany of other sins 

expounded upon in the Medrash. Where, 

one may ask, is the justice in all this? 

Could HaShem not have reserved a 

different day of the year to punish 

Aharon’s two sons?  

The Death of the Righteous is an 

Atonement for the Generation’s Sins 

In order to understand this seeming 

paradox, it is worth examining another 

parasha in the Torah, namely, the 

parasha of Parah Adumah, which we 

read this week in addition to Parshas 

Shemini. The Parah Adumah, the 

Medrash teaches us, is a paradox, as it 

purifies those who were impure, but 

simultaneously renders impure those 

who were pure. Rashi (Bamidbar 20:1) 

writes, why is the parsha regarding the 

death of Miriam related next to the 

parashah of Parah Adumah? The answer 

is, just like the Parah Adumah atones of 

sins, so too the death of the righteous 

atones for our sins. One must wonder 

why the death of the righteous serves a s 

atonement for our sins? In fact, the verse 
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seems to indicate the opposite, as it is 

said (Yeshaya 57:1) ֵני ָהָרָעה ֶנֱאַסף  כִ י ִמפְּ
 because of the impeding evil the ,ַהַצִדיק

righteous one was gathered in. The 

answer to this question is that we must 

understand the role of the righteous. The 

Sefarim write that the righteous function 

in this world for our good, as through the 

righteous we come closer to HaShem. 

When one offers an animal on the 

mizbeiach, he is identifying with the 

offering process. Just as we spill the 

blood of the animal, one should view it 

as if his blood is spilled and so on. In the 

same vein, when a righteous person 

leaves this world, he is the offering of 

the generation, and he atones for the sins 

of the generation.  

One Should Be Distressed Over the 

Deaths of Nadav and Avihu 

Nadav and Avihu certainly were guilty, 

on their level, of committing a sin. 

Nonetheless, they were deemed to be 

perfectly righteous, and their deaths 

served as an atonement for the sin of the 

Jewish People. It is noteworthy that the 

Zohar states that one who is distressed or 

sheds tears over the deaths of Nadav and 

Avihu, gains atonement for his sins and 

is guaranteed that his children will not 

die in his lifetime. Clearly the deaths of 

Nadav and Avihu served as an 

atonement for the sins of the Jewish 

People, not only in that generation but 

for eternity.  

 

The Deaths of Nadav and Avihu were 

also Cause for Joy 

We can now better understand why the 

Gemara states that Elisheva witnessed 

such great joy on that day, and she was 

also a victim of Nadav and Avihu’s 

death. Ultimately, their deaths were also 

a joyous occasion, as, despite the state of 

mourning that occurred, their deaths 

served as an atonement for the Jewish 

People. 

The Shabbos connection  

Throughout the week, we struggle with 

earning a living, living amongst the 

nations, and numerous other challenges. 

Yet, when Shabbos arrives, all sadness 

and evil cease to exist, and in their place 

is joy and praise to HaShem for all the 

good that He bestows upon His Beloved 

Nation. HaShem should allow us to gain 

atonement for our sins and we should 

merit the Ultimate Redemption, 

speedily, in our days.  

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Ki Eshmera Shabbos 

This zemer was composed by the great 

medieval commentator and poet 

Avraham Ibn Ezra whose name is found 

in the acrostic of the verses. The Zemer 

focuses on Halachic aspects of the 

Shabbos observance.  

ם ת ָרשַׁ דַׁ ָגָניו ֶאל חֹוק ָהֵאל בְּ ֲערֹוְך בֹו סְּ  ָפִנים ֶלֶחם לַׁ

ָפָניו ל. בְּ ּנֹות ֵכן עַׁ עַׁ ִהתְּ ל בֹו לְּ בֹוָניו ִפי עַׁ ד, ָאסּור נְּ בַׁ  לְּ

ֵמי ִהיא אֹות. ֲעֹוִני ִכפּור ִמּיֹום עֹולְּ ד לְּ ּוֵביִני ֵבינֹו עַׁ . 
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He inscribed in the G-dly law a decree 

for his priests that on it they prepare 

Show Bread before Him. Therefore, to 

fast on it by order of His understanding 

sages is forbidden; except for the day 

when my sin is atoned. Twelve loaves 

were baked every Friday in the Bais 

HaMikdash, and on Shabbos they were 

placed on the Shulchan where they 

would remain all week. These loaves 

miraculously remained fresh until the 

next Shabbos, when they were removed 

and divided among the Kohanim. Thus, 

the honor of Shabbos was extended into 

the week, and the Jewish People 

experienced the Shabbos throughout the 

entire year. 

Shabbos Stories 

He has the Handicapped Mind 

Rabbi Paysach Krohn loves to tell the 

beautifully haunting story of the woman 

who left Rusk Institute with her child 

who was in a wheelchair. It was a wintry 

day and the chill that pervaded the 

young boy’s fragile bones declared its 

chilling presence with the icy frosting it 

left on the exposed metal of his 

wheelchair. 

Waiting at the bus stop on the corner of 

34th and 2nd Avenue, three large city 

busses whizzed by, unable to 

accommodate the mother and the child 

and his special chair. It was only after a 

half-hour wait that the mother flagged 

down a bus and insisted to the driver that 

he allow them to board. 

As the poor woman struggled to lift the 

wheelchair into the narrowly impatient 

doors that waited to slam like the jaws of 

a tiger, the driver shouted at her, "Lady 

you'll have to wait for a bus with a lift! I 

gotta go!" 

Immediately a few passengers jumped to 

her defense! "It's freezing out there. We 

will wait!" 

Embarrassed into submission, the driver 

acquiesced. As the mother and child 

settled in their place on the bus, one said 

to her, "Your child is not handicapped. It 

only seems that way. In truth it is the 

driver that has a handicapped mind!" 

(www.Torah.org) 

Shabbos in Halacha  

 Smoothing - ממרח

 

One of the Avos Melachos mentioned in 

the Mishnah is ממחק, scraping. This 

refers to scarping an animal hide to 

smooth its surface so that it can be used 

as parchment. 

 

A toladah (corollary) of this melacha is 

 smoothing, which refers to :ממרח

smoothing moldable substances such as 

 :חלב tar, and :זפת ,wax (bee’s) ”שעוה

animal fats. Rubbing or spreading such 

substances to give them a smooth 

surface is forbidden mideoraisa (by 

Torah prohibition), as is smoothing other 

substances of the same consistency. In 

addition, the sages prohibited smoothing 

even substances whose consistency is 

less thick and firm, if their degree of 

firmness somewhat resembles that of 

http://www.torah.org/
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wax. The primary example of this, given 

by the Gemara, is extremely thick oil. It 

is forbidden miderabbanan (by Rabbinic 

ordinance) to rub or, spread any such 

dense substance, for in doing so one 

smooths out its surface. 

 

Fluids which have no density, such as 

ordinary oil, are not subject to this 

prohibition; it is permissible to rub or 

spread such substances on another 

surface.  
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New Stories Shemini-Parah 

5776 

Henny Machlis’ Secret to 

Spirituality 

Henny personified the real 

meaning of “love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 

by Sara Yoheved Rigler  

Henny Machlis once went to Rav 

Elyashiv, Israel’s greatest rabbi, with 

a predicament. She and her husband 

Rabbi Mordechai Machlis hosted as 

many as 150 people – university 

students, backpackers, homeless 

people, tourists from every country, 

yeshiva students, widows, mentally 

ill people, etc. – in their modest 

Jerusalem apartment for every 

Shabbos meal, 51 weeks a year. 

They were also the parents of many 

children. Some people criticized 

Henny that it was not fair to her own 

children to make their private home 

such a public space. 

Rav Elyashiv responded to Henny: 

“I don’t understand this. There are 

seven days in a week. Six days you 

give to your family and the seventh 

day you give to Klal Yisrael (the 

entire Jewish People). What’s the 

problem?” 

Rabbi Machlis, recounting this 

episode after his wife’s death at the 

age of 57 last November, 

commented, “She mustn’t have 

listened that well, because she gave 

Klal Yisrael much more than one 

day of the week.” 

It started as soon as they got married 

in 1979. Although both Mordechai 

and Henny were Brooklyn-born, 

their two most cherished ideals were 

to make aliyah to Israel and to share 

Shabbat with the whole world. They 

planned to leave for Israel three 

months after their wedding. In the 

interim, they rented a two-bedroom 

apartment in Brooklyn. Why two 

bedrooms? So they could have 

guests! 

Once the Machlises were ensconced 

in the Jerusalem neighborhood of 

Maalot Dafna, the guests came to eat 

– on Shabbos or during the week, 

then found a listening ear in their 

young hostess Henny. Many people 

twice Henny’s age started to call her 

“Ima” – Mother. 

Who were these guests? As Rabbi 

Machlis would later describe them: 
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“People who were challenged, 

people who had difficult situations 

in their married life, people going 

through divorces, people who had 

religious struggles, new immigrants, 

anyone. I invited home poor people I 

found at the Kotel, or people asking 

for donations in shuls.” 

Someone’s in My Bed 

Yocheved, the oldest of the Machlis 

children, remembers coming home 

one day and finding a man sleeping 

in her bed. She said to her mother, 

“Ima, there's someone in my bed.” 

Henny responded, “Yes, it's 

somebody who has no place to live. 

He's very tired. He had no food to 

eat, and he came here this morning 

and I fed him, and now he's sleeping. 

But don't worry. When he wakes up, 

he's going to leave and then we're 

going to change your linen.” 

Not all of the guests left so fast. 

Some stayed for weeks; some stayed 

for months. 

Some 20 years ago, a drunk Russian 

immigrant in his fifties named 

Sender* showed up for Shabbos. 

“He was the only person who ever 

came to this house who could not sit 

on a chair,” remembers Rabbi 

Machlis. “He sat on the floor 

because he was stone drunk and 

couldn’t balance himself on a chair.” 

One day Sender asked to live in the 

Machlis home. Henny consented if 

he’d stop drinking. 

Sender was homeless. He lived in 

synagogues. He spoke no Hebrew, 

only Russian laced with Yiddish. 

After coming for many Shabboses, 

one day Sender asked to live in the 

Machlis home. Henny consented to 

allow him to live in one of the two 

basement rooms they had dug out 

and furnished. Sender refused. He 

considered himself one of the family 

and wanted to live on the same floor 

with the rest of the family. 

Henny agreed, with only one 

condition: He would have to stop 

drinking. Sender stopped cold 

turkey. The first night, Sender was 

shaking so badly that Rabbi Machlis 

thought he was going to die. Henny, 

however, insisted she knew what she 

was doing. 

A worried Rabbi Machlis called a 

local doctor who told him what 

danger signs to watch for, but Henny 

indeed knew what she was doing, 

and successfully managed the whole 
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process. Sender completely stopped 

drinking. 

Then Henny announced, “We have 

to get him a job.” She called her 

connections and got him a job. “This 

guy,” recalls Rabbi Machlis, “went 

from being a dirty, smelly alcoholic 

to a respectable, well-groomed man. 

He bought himself an attaché case, 

and dressed in a suit. He was so 

proud of himself. He went every 

single day to work. He lived here on 

our couch for many months.” 

Love and Attention 

An American man named Shimon 

had a history of mental illness. He 

used to wear a towel on his head and 

emitted a very strong stench. 

Wherever he went, people asked him 

to leave. Miraculously, in the 

Machlis home, his odor seemed to 

fade considerably. Henny let him 

take showers there and gave him 

clean clothes to wear. She also gave 

him the use of all the perfumes and 

colognes in the house. The 

Machlises treated Shimon with a 

dignity that he received nowhere 

else. 

A seriously ill man named Oren 

spent much time in the closed ward 

of mental hospitals where Rabbi 

Machlis regularly visited him. Oren 

often came for Shabbos at the 

Machlises. During one Shabbos 

meal, Oren punched Rabbi Machlis 

in the chest. Nevertheless, both 

Rabbi Machlis and Henny always 

treated him with endless patience 

and love. Henny spent countless 

hours listening to him. He had a 

great sense of humor, and composed 

his own jokes. Henny would 

encourage Oren, “Tell me a joke.” 

“What do you call the birds at the 

Kotel? Birds of pray.” 

Henny would laugh uproariously. 

“Not all people need food, but all 

people need love and attention and 

someone to listen to them.” 

“Henny had a very high tolerance 

level,” remarks Rabbi Machlis. “She 

had a lot of things going on in her 

life, but Oren could be here for hours 

talking to her, and she always made 

him feel important and loved. Not all 

people need food, but all people 

need love – love and attention and 

someone to listen to them.” 

A well-dressed Australian man 

named Herbert used to come all the 

time to the Machlis Shabbos meals. 
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He would sleep there on Friday 

nights, and stayed over even on 

Saturday nights. One time Herbert 

came on a Friday afternoon, and the 

house was a wreck. The Machlises 

were, as usual, expecting 300 guests 

for the Shabbos meals, and no one in 

the family had had time to clean up. 

Herbert asked, “Can I spend 

Shabbat?” 

Henny answered, “Of course.” 

Then he asked, “Is there anything I 

can do?” 

“You really want to help?” 

“Yes, I’ll do anything.” Henny 

handed him a broom and asked him 

to sweep. 

That night at the Shabbos meal, 

Herbert got up and said: “These 

people are so disgusting. I came to 

the house, so tired, so broken. And 

what did they do? They handed me a 

broom! And I had to sweep their 

floors! That’s the way you treat a 

guest?” 

Incredulous at this story, I asked 

Rabbi Machlis for an explanation. 

Like a Nobel prize winner 

explaining the rudiments of chesed 

to an amateur, he patiently 

expounded, “People who are in need 

very often are not in a position to 

offer assistance. Even if they offer, 

their need is so great that they really 

can’t give. And they are coming to a 

place where they are pampered. 

They don’t want to take on 

responsibility. They need to be taken 

care of. And people who are very 

troubled and very much in need 

don’t necessarily look that way, 

don’t necessarily dress that way. If 

you saw him on the street, you’d 

never know how deep his need is.” 

The Height of Spirituality 

Rabbi Avraham Willig, Henny’s 

son-in-law, declared after her 

passing, “Rabbanit Henny Machlis 

understood that the height of 

spirituality is asking someone if they 

ate breakfast or feeding someone 

dinner.” He went on to tell this story: 

One night, a man showed up at the 

house and said, “I want very hot 

soup.” Henny, already sick, wasn't in 

the kitchen. One of her daughters 

said, “Uh, sorry, there is no very hot 

soup here.” 

He demanded, “So what should I 

eat?” 
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She said, “I don't know. Why don't 

you help yourself to the fridge?” Of 

course, this in itself is a level of 

giving that would boggle the minds 

of most of us. 

Henny, however, heard this from her 

bedroom in the back of the house. 

She ran into the kitchen and 

whispered to her daughter, “What 

are you doing? Who knows when’s 

the last time this person ate?” She 

then addressed the man, “Come, sit 

down. I'll get you very hot soup.” 

Henny looked at problematic 

people and saw their inner 

potential. 

How did she do it? Henny Machlis 

was able to look at people who were 

so broken and even hostile, and see 

the Divine image in them. As her 

widower explains, “She was a 

visionary. She looked beyond what 

was immediately visible. She looked 

at problematic people and she would 

see who they could be, the next step. 

Before plastic surgery, the doctors 

show people what they’ll look like 

after the surgery. Henny had that 

kind of mind. She could see the 

potential underneath it all.” 

As one of her daughters recalled 

during the Shiva: 

We would say, “Ima, this smelly guy 

is a creep.” She wouldn’t even hear 

the word. She’d say, “You don’t 

know what he went through in his 

life.” And she’d tell us, “This man, 

he was put in an orphanage when he 

was five years old. And his parents 

died. And he's an orphan, and if you 

knew what he went through in his 

life….” She had this amazing 

compassion for every single person 

she met. She truly believed that 

every person is a tzelem Elokim 

(created in the image of God). She 

loved every person.” 

We are used to reading stories of 

great people who lived in distant 

times in distant lands. Henny 

Machlis was a 21th century, 

Brooklyn-born Jew. If any of us had 

told her, “Henny, I could never 

achieve even a fraction of the 

spiritual greatness you achieved,” 

she would have been the first one to 

assure us: “You’re not seeing your 

own tremendous, holy Divine 

potential.” (www.aish.com)  

 

http://www.aish.com/
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