
 wufu lna vksdtu lfrctu kusd hudk lagtu - (c-ch)o,hkf,u ohruxh
     d'vbuntc vsh kg ezj,vk okufh ubhbnzc rat vsueb ubt ohtur vz trenn 'vb

ovrct vhv vga v,utcu 'ohbcc ovrctk jhycv vwwceva iuatrv ouenv thv itf
u,tmc vba ohgcau ohba anj ic orctu (s euxp) ikvk a"nf 'vba anju ohgca ic
,arpc cu,ff 'ohba vtn ic u,uhv sg ejmhc ovrct vfz tk kgupc ukhtu 'irjn
ujhycva vgana hrv 'ubc ejmh ,t uk skuvc vba ,tn ic ovrctu (v 'tf) trtu

 /ejmh ,shkc vfz zt eru ',ufaunn ohba v"f urcg kgupc vc vfza sg vwwcev
(/z ,ufrc) trndc urnt vhkga unmgc vwwcevn vjycv ;ta 'ubt ohtur itfn    
ohchhj obnt 'shnu ;fh, tuc,a jrfun ubht ',rzuj vbht htb, kg v,hv ot ukhpta
hcdk ohrunt ohrcsvu 'inz vcrv rjt tuc,a if,h kct 'tuc, htsuca ihntvk ubt
ohtura iuhfu 'vhusv oapbk tmun ov ohaecnu 'ovhbpk ugkeb ohbua ohhaea ukt
ohkcenu ohrrug,n 'ohbu,b ov uc vrm v,ut rucg kduxn ,nhuxn vumna kwwzjc ov
vrvnc ufzh 'vcuy vdvbv v,utc o,dvbv ,ufzc hf ov ohuuenu 'uz vcuy vkce ovhkg
ihhsgu 'vn inz uz vdvbvc ohdvb,naf o,kju, vczfb sutn vn lt 'o,rmn ktdhvk
 /o,kce ,t ohjhbznu o,ue,n ohath,n tkhnnu 'tuck ,aauc o,guah hf ov ohtur
ohnfj hrcsa ,utrk ufzha ouhv tuch tuc hf 'oghsuvk vru,v itf vtc ukt kg    
,jycvu vwwcev ,jycva epx tkk hf vrutk vkhptn ,tmk ufzhu 'otuknc unhhe,b
thva ,rnut ,tz iht 'tuckn vguahv ,aauc ot ;tu 'oehr ohrzuj obht kwwz ubhnfj
gdrc ucu 'ov ohbntb ohruxhu 'ohna ,ubucajc ohthec ubt ihta er 'uwwj tuc, tk
/,"hav ,guahc gauhu vjycv v,utc vfzh shn 'rgm u,utn kucxk lrymh tk cuaa
kg ,urhpk vfuz tuv ihta vbgy lu,n 'u,ut v,pnv rmhvk ,u,p,vk ostk uk ktu
,sucg uvzu ',utkpb u,ut vtrh vwwceva sg vkce v,utc shn,vk uhkg tkt 'vsh

/;uxck vc vfzh htsuc ujhycv otu 'uhnfju vwwcev hrcsc ihntvk 'vbuntv
(j 'zh) uk rntu .rtv ,t ovrctk jhycv vwwcev 'i,arpc ubt ohtur if kg r,h     

 ,t wudu lhrjt lgrzku lk h,,buwwwwwkkkkffffwwwwrcf vjycv v,utn 'wokug ,zujtk igbf .rt 
ktrah ufza ohbac od hf ',unhkac vnhhe,b tk ohhsgu 'vba ohpkt wdn r,uh urcg
vkutdv ,gc eru 'uacfb tk ihhsg ihnng wd hf 'vkufc ufz tk ihhsg o,nst kg cahk
rucg,a rapt vnuhe ,ga sg vjycvv ,gna hrv ',unhkac vjycv v,utc vfzb

/vjycv v,utk vfzb htsuc rcs ka upuxc kct ',urus vcrvu 'ohba hpkt
vcuy vmgc ov ohmpj 'ovh,urm ,tx ,t ov ohb,nu 'ohabt hkt ohxbfb ogp tk    
vzht ouana hbt vtur rurhc rjt otu 'ovh,ueumnn othmuvk ,kgunv vkudx ut
'ruchmv og u,khp, kkp,vk kceha uk vrun hbhrv 'ruchm ,khp,c rhvz ubht vchx

 t,ht vz ,nugku 'ohcr ,khp, xtnh tk rhcf kt iv rntb z"g hrvakkkkwwwwwwwwzzzz    hhhhwwwwwwwwrrrrttttvvvvnnnn
'vshpe v,ut rhxvk hsfcu ',ushjhc ohkkp,na ukt kg vkusd vshpe ohnac aha

ta vbgyc cua ov ohtc inz vnf rjt ohngpku 'ruchmv ,khp,k uzrzn hbhrvobh
'rvn f"f ohath,n uhv tk 'kwwzj hrcsc vezj vbunt ovk vhv uk lt 'rupha oua ohtur

/i,ukd,vc vfzba sg ovhrcsc ezj,vk ubhkgu 'rcs ovhrcsn kuph tk htsu hf 

vkvt oa vhv rat ouenv sg kt ,hc sgu cdbn uhgxnk lkhu
 vkhj,c(d-dh)wuhgxnk lkhuw ohkhnv ,buuf ruthc - 

k     iku lkuv vhv igbf .rtk ohrmnn rzjaf - uhgxnk lkhu" 'h"ar c,
thbxftn ost vbah tka .rt lrs lsnhk 'ohrmnk u,fhkvc ivc ika ,uhbxftc
ouan tuva 'rcsv ogy vrhcxn oda '(:z"y) ihfrg trndc uhrcs ruenu /"uka
vtra ut 'uk vaga gr rcs vzht ouana 'ost hbc ohrnuta hbpn 'u,ut) odup"a

 wg] ukmt iukk rzuj ubht 'ucvvvvhhhhrrrrtttt    rrrruuuudddduuuu    cccc""""ggggrrrrccccohrnuta hbpn) "odpbu ([cu,fv kg 
ubht 'thbxftv kgc uc vtra ut 'oa vaga gr rcs vzht ouana 'ost hbc
ohae vnf 'habht hrnts" '(odpbu v"s oa ihfrg) h"ar rtcnu '([oa] cua ujrtn
oac uh,uhbj treu" 'cu,fv kg hjrzn uvhkt hcr c,fu /"sjh rusk ukfuh tka ukt
wn ,una) h"ar c,f ifu 'vbnn gxbu rzj hrva 'gxn tkc vhbj ihta hpk 'uhgxn

 'gxn hure tuv ;t i,hhbj ouen - ovhgxn kfcw - (j"kwwwwuuuuhhhhggggxxxxnnnnkkkk    llllkkkkhhhhuuuuwwww    iiiiffffuuuuifu '
/"w,ugxn ikuf utreb lfk 'ugxbu urzj vhhbjv ouenna hpk 'whgxn vktw

 kct     tttt""""aaaarrrrvvvvnnnnvvvvwuhgxnk lkhuw ,buuf rthc (wufu rnt j"chr v"s oa ihfrg) 
gxn tkc vhbj ihta hpk uhgxn oac uh,uhbj treu 'o"trv c,fu" 'rjt iputc
t,hts) htretc ukhpt gnan wuhgxnkws 'tfv rntesf tkt 'lfk lrum ihtu 'wufu
wtba 'vru,v in uka thbxftn ost vbah tka ihbn 'cr rnt h"rtw 'oa trndc
lkhuw 'tfvn rnt tbhbj hcrc hxuh hcr 'wvkhj,c vkvt oa vhv rat ouenv sgw
iudf - htretsw oa h"arpu whtrets htbxft uvhhbhc tfht 'uvhhbhc htn 'wuhgxnk
tk wvkvtwn s"nk 'vnj oa uk vgeaa 'tnkgc vrenc oa ika 'lrsca htbxft
hcdk if tku '(whtrets ukhpt chaj wuhgxnkwn s"nu 'vguce thbxft tkt chaj
hrcs ruen okut) '"ih,gnas thdux ubnn okgb hkutu 'vguce gnans wvhbjw
kg hf 'u,buk, o"trv kg tk 'f"tu 'wuhgxnk lkhu ifuw - h"ar hrcsn tuv o"trv
kufh vhva ;ta 'k"h wih,gnas thdux ubnn okgbwa - vaeva vn hcdku /h"ar
i,hhbj ouenwa - uyuapf uarpk ;hsgv wih,gnas thduxw p"g cu,fv ,t arpk
uc uarp,h oda iputcu 'ugxbu urzj vhhbjv ouenna hpk 'wufu gxn hure tuv ;t

 /(,rjt lrsc oarpk t"ta whgxn vkt - ovhgxn kfcw ohcu,fv
u,rzjc 'rjt rcs" ',pxub lrsc wuhgxnk lkhuw ,buuf rtcnu h"ar lhannu     
ohgrup 'vbhsnk vbhsnn rujxk ohfkuvaf ohrjuxv lrs hrva) '"uh,upev grp
p"gta 'u,uchaj ghsuvk hsf ,tz 'orct kmt vru,c vz rfzba vnu /o,rzjc
hfv ukhpt 'uhrujtk ruzjh tkau u,rhs ,rheg kg vrun vzu 'uk rat kf og lkva

/([z"y] igbf .rtk uhrujtk ruzjha rnta vnc uvubhntv
c c,fu     wwwwvvvvhhhhrrrrtttt    rrrruuuuddddwwwwshc vhv tka rnuk kkf trcx ihta cd kg ;t" '(wc ,ut) 

vtrn vhvu 'ohyxhkv in trhh,n vhvu 'vhv iucgr ,ga tkt 'gurpk iunn ovrct
c"n ikvk) wutr,, vnkw rnta 'iucgr ,gac cegh vag ifu /uk iht ukhtf unmg
o,t ukhtf uag hbcu ktgnah hbc hbpc ofnmg utr, vnkw oa h"ar rthcu '(wt

/"wvtuc, ovk vhv ihhsg vga v,utc hf 'ohgca

R’ Menachem Nochum Twersky of Chernobyl ZT”L (Meor Einayim) would say:

     “w,t vtrn ,ph vat hfw - The Zohar writes that metaphorically, man symbolizes the soul and woman symbolizes the

body. The body’s wvtrn ,phw - ‘beautiful appearance,’ means its capacity to elevate the soul to heights loftier than those it

enjoyed in heaven. Avraham served Hashem with complete selflessness; he never took notice of the body’s ‘appearance,’

and never gave a thought to accruing spiritual benefits in the process. However, when he was about to descend to Egypt,

Avraham had to prepare for the spiritual task he was to undertake there, namely, disseminating Divine awareness. This

entailed familiarizing himself somewhat with the depraved and immoral Egyptian ways. In a way, it modified Avraham’s

own spiritual awareness as he now became more aware of his wife’s physical beauty, and in the metaphoric sense, he

became more aware in general of the body’s ‘beautiful appearance,’ i.e., that the soul actually benefits from the body.”
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miig 'x za dpg znyp ielirl
hiivx`i ,d"r aec xkyyi

d"avpz * oeyg `"i

,nab hukhgk ase,bu csb,b
kthjh r"c ctz ohhj rsbx wr
v"cmb, * k"z yrhv ktrah

vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk lynp: Although Avraham was offered any amount of

money, prestige and servants, after he rescued the King of

Sodom and his nephew Lot, he thought nothing of himself.

He refused to accept even a “shoestring” as payment, for

which he was rewarded with the mitzvah of Tzitzis. It is clear      

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “ TORAH” DAY

"ause lhbjn vhvu" - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (56)

Washing Hands after a Haircut (cont.). Last week we began to
discuss the obligation of both the one who gets a haircut and the
one who gives a haircut, to wash their hands afterwards. The one
who gets his haircut has to wash because of a "vgr jur" - a spirit
of impurity that comes onto his hands. Regarding the one who
cuts the hair, there is a difference of opinion in the Poskim. The
Eliyahu Raba (1) holds that one only needs to wash because of
cleanliness, which means only the hand (and the part of the
hand) that touched the head of hair while cutting.. However, the

Pri Megadim (2) disagrees and says that there is also a "vgr jur"
issue which obligates one to wash as soon as water is available,
and renders wiping the hands to be ineffective even when there
is no water. The Mishna Berura (3) rules like the Eliyahu Raba.
How Many Times to Wash Each Hand? The Gemara (4)

teaches us that the "vgr jur" that is left on the hands after a
night’s sleep does not depart without washing each hand three
times - right then left, etc. The Poskim and Mekubalim argue if
this applies to every "vgr jur" or only after a night’s sleep where
the impurity is especially strong. This would mean that other
types of "vgr jur" do not require three times, nor must a vessel be
used and a simple rinsing of the hands under a faucet would

 

that Avraham’s manner of performing chessed with others

was done with such selflessness, that he refused to take part

in any way. Rather, he gave it all away to those who “helped”

him. Thinking of others and giving to them above himself,

is what distinguishes Avraham in the area of chessed. 

`"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

suffice. These opinions are listed in Kaf Hachaim (5) and other
sources (6). When one has water available for washing, the Ben
Ish Chai writes (7) that one should be rhnjn - stringent on himself
to wash three times. This, according to many Poskim (8), also
means that a person should use a vessel for the washing.
     Applying the above halachic application to our subject would
imply that the one who received the haircut should wash each
hand with a vessel three times. If that option is not available, he
should rinse off his hands with water. The one who cut the hair
could rely on a simple washing, and if he wants to be stringent

like the Pri Megadim, he washes three times and with a vessel.
Ladies. Ladies are the same as men in all of the above and
children age six and above should be educated to do the same.
Regarding children under six, one may be lenient, but there is a
preference even for them to wash their hands after a haircut (9).
Reciting Holy Words Before Washing. If a sudden occasion of
saying holy words came to him, i.e. he heard thunder/lightning or
a shul began saying Kedusha, and delaying the recital until after
he washes his hands would result in it being too late to say it, the
following should be done: If he is the one who received the
haircut, he should say the holy words. If he is the barber, he
should wipe his hands on his clothes and say the holy words (10).     

R’ Avraham Elkanah Kahana-Shapira ZT”L (Imrei Shefer) would say: 

     “Many have asked: Since Avraham Avinu kept the whole Torah before it was given, why did he not circumcise

himself before he was commanded to do so? Because the essence of the mitzvah of circumcision is not the surgical

procedure; it is forming a covenant with Hashem. Hence, it is called, “Bris Milah.” And it takes two to form a covenant.

That is not something that Avraham could have done on his own, even if he had performed the act of circumcision.”

A Wise Man would say:

    “The greatest danger is not that our aim is too high and we miss it, but that it is too low and we reach it.”                   



    There are many hidden lessons and messages, for ALL people, for ALL times, in the eternal words of Hashem to Avraham
Avinu: "lmrtn lk lk". The Cheshev Sofer ZT”L notes that Avraham discovered Hashem at the age of three! He looked
around at the world and came to the conclusion that there must be a “Master of the World” to Whom everything belongs
and to Whom people must serve. He took this very much to heart and patterned his life along the lines of pure spirituality,
thinking that anything physical (,uhnad) would be a distraction - even a detraction from a life of serving the Almighty! 
     So here, Hashem tells Avraham, "lk lk" - Go away from your view of physicality. Leave this mentality that gashmiyus is
bad, that it can only be a detriment to kirvas Hashem.... "ltrt rat .rtv kt" - go to the “Aretz” (,uhmrt). Hashem says, “I
will show you earthly matters in a different light! I will show you just how great and holy you can elevate the mundane!”
     This lesson, says the Cheshev Sofer, is Hashem teaching Avraham the concept of "uvgs lhfrs kfc" - In all your ways you
shall know Hashem! In every single thing we do we can come close to Hashem! It all depends on our KAVANA! When
you eat, drink or sleep, you are just caring for your physical needs, no different than the animals. But it depends on what
you are thinking. If you eat because you are starving and you sleep because you are exhausted, then you are wasting a
golden opportunity to bond with your Creator! Rather, take a split second before you take that first bite or before your head
hits the pillow and THINK, “I am eating/sleeping now so that I will have koach (strength) to serve Hashem!” That’s all
there is to it! You just changed something very physical into something very spiritual and every bite you take and every
moment you sleep you get a mitzvah! What mitzvah? The mitzvah that Hashem told Avraham about - "uvgs lhfrs kfc"!

//// oekj ujeh ov trnnu kfat rbg h,t ufkv rat ohabtv ekju(sf-sh) 
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      I have always wondered why when Avraham Avinu was promised that he will have as many children as the dust of the earth -
".rtv rpgf" - he was not satisfied and told the Ribono shel Olam, “Behold, I was not given offspring.” But when Hashem told

Avraham that he will have descendants like the stars of the sky, the posuk says "wvc ihntvu" - Avraham Avinu believed Him. 
    I have a machshava on this. Avraham wasn’t looking to have many children; he wished for special and unique children who
will follow in his footsteps and continue to do kindness (ohsxj hknud), for which Avraham Avinu was renowned for. Thus, he told
the Ribono shel Olam "grz v,,b tk hk iv", as Rashi explains, what good is there in everything You promised me if You have not
promised me (hk) a son who will carry on my mission in life? To this, the Ribono shel Olam answered, “Not only will you have
children in quantity, w.rtv rpgfw, but also in quality, they will be like stars!” This appeased Avraham and made him happy.
     When Hashem created the sun, moon and stars, the posuk states, "ohcfufv ,tu". Rashi denotes that Hashem created the stars
later, as an afterthought, in order to appease the moon (v,gs xhpvk) who was broken-hearted after becoming smaller than the
sun. Interestingly, this same promise of  "ohcfuf" - was what appeased Avraham that his children will continue his legacy. 

    In davening, we say every day, "///ohcfufk rpxn vbun /o,ucmgk acjnu ck hrucak tpurv" - “Who heals the broken-hearted and

binds their wounds. He counts the number of the stars...” Did you ever stop to wonder about the connection between these
two posukim? With the above thought, that the stars were created to appease the moon, and henceforth, it appeased Avraham

Avinu as well, the connection is crystal clear. What did Hashem create to appease broken-hearted people as they go through
hardships in life - ck hrucak tpurv? He gives them wonderful and special children - "ohcfuf" - (SUPER)STARS, who will be
Baalei Torah, Yirah and "ohsxj hknud" and who will merit to bring Mashiach Tzidkeinu speedily and in our times! 

///ltrt rat .rtv kt lmrtn lk lk (t-ch)

Adapted by Yerachmiel
Tilles from “And the Angels
Laughed: Biography of the
Bostoner Rebbe” (Mesorah)

 wufu irjc uag rat apbv ,tu uafr rat oaufr kf ,tu uhjt ic yuk ,tu u,at hra ,t orct jehu(v-ch)
     The Bostoner Rebbe, R’ Levi Yitzchok Horowitz ZT”L, was born in 1921 (5681) in the decidedly unchassidic town
of Boston, Massachusetts. His father, R’ Pinchos Dovid ZT”L, founded the Bostoner Chassidus and raised his children in
the ways of the old country. He died in 1941 and three years later, his son R’ Levi Yitzchok, was appointed as the first
American-born Chassidishe Rebbe. Upon ascending to his leadership role, after his marriage and Semicha ordination at
Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, R’ Levi Yitzchok focused his efforts on what would be his primary role as Rebbe: drawing in the
Boston area’s large number of college students who were in a perfect position to partake of all that the New England
Chassidic Center could offer them. Many naysayers tried to dissuade him, saying that chassidus and college did not and
could not mix, but R’ Levi Yitzchok  persevered and was personally responsible for returning many hundreds of students
from Harvard University and Massachusetts Institute of Technology to their Jewish roots.
    The Bostoner Rebbe’s legacy of Kiruv began early on, even before he became a Rebbe. He once discussed a childhood
experience from the 1930’s. The Rebbe relates: Towards the end of our first year at Mesivta Torah Vodaath, R’ Shraga
Feivel Mendlowitz ZT”L invited our class to go to Camp Mesivta, a yeshivah-oriented summer camp he had started in
the Catskill Mountains of New York State. This was a radically new idea in those days, and most of us had no idea what
the experience entailed. The camp had actually opened on a smaller scale a number of years earlier, but ours was the first
year of a full-scale, fully organized operation. Unlike some modern American camps, Camp Mesivta had comparatively
little time for sports. There were, however, some notable exceptions, one of which was particularly memorable for me.
    One day, the administration announced, “Today we are going to play baseball.” Not having the vaguest idea what this
was all about, I decided to just watch quietly from the sidelines. Unfortunately, or perhaps fortunately as you will soon see,
the teams were exactly one man short and I was quickly surrounded by eager classmates. “Come on, we need you to play.”
    “But I don’t know how to play,” I replied, and one look at my short haircut, curly payos (sidelocks) and chassidic garb,
would certainly seem to drive my point home. “Don’t worry,” I was told, “you’ll learn fast.”
     I soon found myself in the outfield waiting for a ball to catch. It occurred to me, however, that once hit, baseballs travel
at great velocity, are quite hard, and could cause considerable pain to a young, inexperienced yeshivah student without a
protective baseball glove. So my first and only baseball game passed more in a state of high anxiety than fun.
     I remember wondering: “What did I need this for? It’s not as if I added anything to the game or helped my team in any
way. I was more nervous than excited to even enjoy myself!” But later, I found out.
     Approximately thirteen years passed and my family was spending the summer in Nantasker, a resort town near Boston.
One day, the non-religious son-in-law of a member of our community offered me a ride into town. I hadn’t really spoken
to him before, and my attempts at conversation during the ride were painful failures. We simply had nothing in common to
talk about. Finally, I gave up trying to reach out to him and our non-conversation lapsed into complete silence. Then he
turned on his car radio to listen to the Sunday baseball game with his favorite team, the Boston Red Sox.
    A few minutes went by with the radio describing each play of the game in great detail, when I suddenly commented on
a play. The man’s mouth dropped open. It was as if the steering wheel had suddenly started speaking! He couldn’t believe
that a chassidic rabbi in full chassidic garb could know anything about baseball. But I knew - not much - but enough to
sound somewhat versed. So we talked baseball for some of the way to Boston, and soon began to talk about other subjects
as well. He started coming by, became religious and eventually became a Bostoner Chasid. In fact, he later became an
important local Jewish leader, both within our own New England Chassidic Center and within the broader Boston Jewish
community. Then, I understood how one can retrieve stray souls even with the game of baseball.
    It was then, that another thought occurred to me: A home run can actually become a run home....

   kfu, ot ohcfufv rpxu vnhnav tb ycv rnthu
      wudu lgrz vhvh vf uk rnthu o,t rpxk      (v-uy)

    

///ltrt rat .rtv kt lmrtn lk lk orct kt wv rnthu (t-ch)
       Chazal tell us that Avraham Avinu was given ten trials
(,ubuhxb) to prove that he was worthy of being chosen by the
Almighty to establish a G-dly Nation. But in only one of
those ten tests, did Hashem actually have a “side-motive”:
to provide  him with a reward for doing extra mitzvos. 
    Hashem commanded him: "ltrt rat .rtv kt lmrtn lk lk"
- “Go, for your (own good) from your land to the land I will

show you.” Rashi quotes the Medrash as follows: “He

(Hashem) did not reveal the land to him (Avraham)

immediately, in order to make it dear in his eyes and to give

him reward for every single command. Similarly, (c-cf),
‘Please take your son, your only one, whom you love,

Yitzchok.’ Similarly, (c-d vbuh), ‘Proclaim upon it the

proclamation that I will speak to you.’” It is clear that Hashem
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CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV            

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN    

did not reveal Avraham Avinu’s final destination, in order to
give him reward for every step that he took along the way as

well as to give him reward for fulfillment of each and every
word of the Divine Command.
   In a brilliant Talmudic analysis of this Medrash, R’

Boruch Ber Lebowitz ZT”L expounds that had Hashem

told Avraham up front that his destination was Eretz

Yisroel, then the mitzvah would have been for Avraham to
arrive in the Holy Land, and each step that he took to get
there would have been only a “Hechsher mitzvah” - a
preparatory step, that merely leads to a mitzvah. Now,
however, since knowledge of his destination was witheld
from him, each step to get there was a full-fledged mitzvah

in its own right, fulfilling the command, "lk lk" - “Go for

your own good.” It was for this reason that Hashem kept the
destination secret - to increase Avraham’s reward.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF 
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

lyn: The counsel of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’

Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT”L was often sought by

national and international government officials of all levels.

After one such meeting with Senator Patrick Moynihan, the

Rebbe asked if he could request a favor from the Senator. 

    The Senator quickly agreed, but thought to himself,

“Here it comes. Now the Rebbe is looking for his payoff!” 

    The Rebbe continued. “There is a growing community in

Chinatown. These people are quiet, hardworking, and law-

abiding, the type of citizens most countries would treasure.

Since Americans are outgoing and the Chinese are much more

reserved by nature, they are often overlooked. They miss out

benefiting from government programs. As a Senator from

New York, you should concern yourself with their needs.” 

    “I was overwhelmed,” the Senator said afterwards. “The

Rebbe has a community of thousands and institutions all over

N.Y. State that could benefit from government programs. But

he didn’t ask me about them. Instead, he was concerned with

Chinatown! I doubt he’s ever been there, and most people

there don’t know who he is, but he cares about them...” 
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A customer took an 
esrog to show his Rav. 
I stipulated that if he 
will not purchase it, 
the esrog should be 

returned that day. However, he did not 
return it until after Yom Tov when it was 
obviously worthless. 
Q: Is he obligated to pay, considering 
that his actions caused me a loss?
A: The first issue to consider is hezek 
she’eino nikar — indiscernible damage 
(i.e., the object was not discernibly 
altered but something was done to 
make it prohibited). Shulchan Aruch 
(C.M. 385:1) states that one who causes 
hezek she’eino nikar is not liable 
because it is not considered damage. 
However, Chazal instituted that one 
who intentionally causes indiscernible 
damage is liable. Nevertheless, this 
enactment is limited to damage that one 
actively causes. If the damage resulted 
from inactivity, the thief is not liable and 
may return the damaged goods (harei 
shelcha lefanecha) without any further 
penalty since the thief did not damage 
the goods; he merely prevented 
salvaging them (Ramban, Dina D’Gormi, 
see Shaar Mishpat 176:4). Thus, one 
who stole and retained possession 
of chametz through Pesach, thereby 
causing it to become prohibited, may 
return the chametz without any further 
penalty (C.M. 363:1). 
Similarly, a thief who stole a coin that 
went out of circulation may return it 
to the owner without further penalty. 
Some authorities contend that the 
exemption is limited to where the 
coin remains valid currency in another 
country, but if it was invalidated entirely 
it is considered discernible damage 
and the thief is liable (C.M. 363:1). 
Others contend that even if the coin is 
invalidated altogether it is categorized 
“indiscernible damage” and the thief 
may return the coin (Rema 363:1 and 

Mr. Strauss was hired to coach the community’s Little 
League baseball team. The initial agreement was for a 

year, for which he was to receive a monthly salary. In addition, his family was 
granted free membership at the local Jewish Community Center. 
At the end of the year, since no one said otherwise, Mr. Strauss continued 
serving as coach. Two months later, he received a bill from the JCC for annual 
membership dues. 
Mr. Strauss approached his employer about the membership bill.
“The free membership was a perk for the first year only,” said his employer. 
“We never discussed terms for this year.”
“I assumed that last year’s agreement would continue,” said Mr. Strauss. “I’m 
continuing in the same capacity, so without any discussion otherwise, the 
same salary and conditions should continue.”
“Not necessarily,” said his employer. “We gave you special consideration for 
the first year to introduce you to the activities of the JCC. This year we are not 
interested in providing free membership.”
“But the free membership is part of the salary!” argued Mr. Strauss.
“Who says?” responded his employer. “You’re still getting a monthly salary. 
Even the salary was never explicitly spoken about beyond the first year.”
“What do you expect?” asked Mr. Strauss. “That I should work for free?!”
“No,” said the boss. “I just meant that the salary beyond the first year is 
negotiable. Certainly, I don’t see the need to toss in free membership.” 
“This seems unfair to me,” said Mr. Strauss. “I’d like us to discuss the issue with 
Rabbi Dayan.”
The two came to Rabbi Dayan. 
“I continued working after the 
completion of my one-year 
agreement,” said Mr. Strauss. 
“Do the same salary and benefits 
continue?”
“The Rivash (Responsum #475) 
addresses the similar case of a 
chazzan who was hired with the 
additional benefit that he be 
exempt from certain municipal 
taxes,” replied Rabbi Dayan. 
“He was rehired by subsequent 
community leaders without 
explicitly stating this benefit. The 
Rivash ruled that an employee 
who is rehired is assumed to enjoy 
the same conditions as previously. 
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Q: How does Halachah view corporations and limited liability companies (LLC)?
A: A corporation or LLC is viewed in secular law as an independent entity. The 
corporation or LLC remains distinct from the personal assets of its shareholders, 
and the liabilities do not extend to them. In this regard, it is like a partnership 
without personal ownership.
There is a significant dispute among the Poskim as to how Halachah views a 
corporation or LLC. Some maintain that Halachah also views it as a partnership 
without personal ownership. However, the consensus of most Poskim is that 
corporations and LLC are similar, in principle, to classic partnerships in which 
each owner has personal ownership of his share. Nonetheless, the liability of the 
corporation’s or LLC’s business ventures is limited to its assets based on dina 
d’malchusa, since everyone who deals with it does so with this understanding (see 
Chiddushei Seridei Esh, p. 554, in the name of Rav Shaul Weingart; Minchas Yitzchak 
3:1).

Partnership # 2

Shach 363:5).
According to some, returning a stolen 
esrog after Sukkos is subject to the 
debate concerning invalidated coins 
(Pischei Teshuvah 363:1 and Mishpat 
Shalom 200:7). Others contend that one 
who steals an esrog is certainly liable, 
since everyone recognizes that after 
Sukkos the esrog lost its value and thus 
the damage is discernible (Beis Shmuel 
Acharon, cited in Pischei Teshuvah, ad 
loc. and Nachlas Tzvi 291:24: see Ohr 
Same’ach 2:14 for an explanation). 
The above discussion relates to whether 
beis din could compel someone to pay 
for indiscernible damage, but it would 
seem that one who is negligent has 
a moral obligation to pay (see Imrei 
Binah, Pesach 12). Consequently, 
in your circumstance, although he 
may be considered a shomer rather 
than a thief (see Ketzos 294:1), many 
authorities maintain that a shomer is 
also exempt when it is an indiscernible 
damage (see Shach 363:7). Therefore, 
if the esrog indeed lost value due to 
his delay in returning it to you, his 
liability is subject to the above debate 
concerning indiscernible damage. 
However, all authorities agree that if he 
was negligent he would have a moral 
obligation to reimburse you for your 
loss.
This analysis assumes that when he 
took the esrog it did not have a set 
price. If the esrog did have a set price, 
he is liable for the full amount, since 
taking something on consignment 
is halachically a purchase with the 
allowance to return it (C.M. 200:11; 
see also Nesivos 186:1). It is therefore 
understood that the allowance is limited 
to it being returned in a timely fashion. 
If his delay prevents you from selling it 
for a satisfactory price, he forgoes the 
right to return it and the sale is now 
final, so he must pay you the agreed-
upon price (see Hayashar V’hatov 7:9 
and 14:15).

money matters

Similarly, one who rents a house for a set time and continues beyond the time 
pays the same rent.
“The Rema (333:8) cites this ruling, with the qualification that the worker 
was rehired. However, if he simply continued working, we do not necessarily 
assume that all the original conditions continue. 
“He brings proof from a responsum of the Maharik (#118) regarding two 
partners, one of whom agreed to a certain stipulation for a number of years. 
If the partnership continued in silence, this stipulation does not continue. It 
seems, according to the Rema, that the worker is considered like one who 
works with no agreement and would get paid the minimum going rate.
“The Taz (333:8) and Shach (333:44), however, dispute the Rema’s qualification, 
and maintain that the original terms continue. Taz explains that only when 
there was no requirement to pay initially, as in the Maharik’s case where the 
stipulation was a compromise forced by arbitrators, does the stipulation not 
continue. When payment is required for services, though, the terms remain 
even if the worker continued working in silence.
“Aruch Hashulchan (333: 30) suggests that even the Rema only meant that 
regarding future months the former conditions are not binding, but regarding 
any work already done in silence, the original conditions continued.
“Others suggest that the Rema referred only to additional benefits, but the 
base salary clearly continues, since one cannot expect the worker to continue 
working for free, similar to a rental when the base rent continues if nothing 
was said (see Pischei Choshen 8:6[16]).”

For questions on monetary matters, 
Please contact our confidential hotline at 877.845.8455 
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Now You Know 
Though Avram was wealthy and also 
spent a great deal of money on things 

like hospitality, he was not money-
hungry.  He was in control of it and not 

the other way around. 

When he won the battle against the 

kings, he refused to take any of the 
spoils lest people say, “I made Avram 

rich.”  In one understanding, he didn’t 
want it said that he, Avram, had made 

himself rich.   

Rather, he understood that HaShem was 
the source of all his wealth, not that he 

was some sort of financial genius. 

When his sheep went out, they were 
muzzled so they could not graze in 

anyone else’s pasture. 

Even at the Akeida, when he was 
stopped from slaughtering Yitzchak and 

looked up to see a ram standing there, 
the commentaries explain that it was 

clearly miraculous.  Why? 

Because even at a moment like that, 

Avraham would not take stolen goods, 
even if he intended to repay them. 

Avraham understood that everything 

comes from HaShem and to “earn” 
money in a way that is against halacha 

is to defy that truth. 

In daily Birchas Kohanim (when the 
Kohanim don’t ascend the duchan,) 

when the Chazan says, “May HaShem 
bless you and keep you,” many have 

the custom to say, “So may it be in the 
merit of our forefather Avraham.” 

Rashi says that blessing refers to 

gaining and maintaining wealth.  How 
appropriate that we ask to be blessed 

with money in the merit of the man who 
understood how to use it! 

Thought of the week: 

Money makes a good 
servant, but a cruel master. 

 (H:BY TYwARB) „...IRXB WsE RwA wPNH TAW WwKR OwWKR LK TAW UWL TAW WTwA YRs TA ORBA XQYW‰ 
“And Avram took his wife, his nephew Lot, and all their possessions they had 
amassed and all the [converts] they made in Charan…’” (Gen. 12:5) 

As we are introduced to Avram, later to be the patriarch Avraham, we see him sent on a 
journey which HaShem promises will be beneficial for him.  A man of unique spiritual 
character, it seems odd that the Torah would place emphasis on his possessions before it 
discusses the people whom he introduced to serving the Creator. 

Not only that, but over and over we seem to find mentions of Avraham and money.  When 
they went to Egypt, he asked Sarai to say that she was his sister so the Egyptians “would 
be good” to him by giving him presents and spare his life.  Once again, it seems that his 
possessions, in this case potential gifts, were more important to him than his own life! 

Though we see that he refused to take spoils from the war with Sodom, when HaShem told 
Avram that his descendants would be slaves in a foreign land, He ended by saying that 
afterwards they would go out with great wealth.  What is this seeming preoccupation with 
money and material success?  As a man of G-d, shouldn’t Avram have been more ascetic 
in his approach?  What is going on? 

The answer is, as Chazal tell us regarding Yaakov, that “righteous people, their money is 
more beloved to them than their own bodies.”  Not because they are enamored with wealth, 
but because they are aware of the great amount of mitzvos that can be done with it, often 
even more far-reaching ones than those we can do with our bodies. 

Yaakov is connected to Torah, and Yitzchak to Avoda, service of HaShem.  These two do 
not really need money to fulfill.  One can daven or study Torah in poverty.  Avraham, 
however, is the pillar of chesed, of kind acts.  To help others, one must have money. 

Therefore, even before the people he was guiding, Avram put his finances in order so he 
might continue his teaching.  He wanted his descendants to have money for the same 
reason, so they could be charitable and kind to others. 

What then of the gifts from Egyptians that he wanted even more than his own life?  Surely 
in that case he should have considered the sparing of his life the priority?  The truth is that 
the gifts were very much a part of the plan. 

Chazal instituted the giving of gifts from a groom to a bride, so his love for her might 
increase.  This sounds counterintuitive, as we would expect her to be the giver.  However, 
Chazal understood that the more one gives to another, the more he is invested in him and 
grows to love him.  Therefore, he wanted the Egyptians to give him gifts so they would 
grow finder of him, and in turn, they would spare his life. 

The reason Avram is so often connected to money, therefore, is because he had a keen 
understanding of what it’s for.  It is to enable us to grow love in the world, bring people 
closer to their Creator, and do acts of kindness which in turn create even more love. How 
fortunate is one who gets this! 

R’ Naftoli Ropschitzer was known for his incisive wit and brilliant mind.   He is reported to 
have said, “Nearly every tefila, every prayer, every Shemona Esrai, can be distilled down to 
a common thing – a kopek.  All we ask HaShem for is money!” 

“But,” he continued.  “If you crack open that kopek, you will find Torah, chesed, and avodas 
HaShem.  We don’t want the money for ourselves; we want it to be able to serve our 
Creator.  That, then, makes it a spiritual request.” 
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 לרפו״ש ר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה, ור׳ אלטר חיים בן יהודית, ור׳ ברוך מרדכי בן טעסיל, ור׳ אברהם בן רחל, ור׳ מתתיהו חיים בן עטיל  
 ולרפו״ש לאה בת שרה ריבא, וביילא ברכה בת אסתר ורחל בת חיה ביילא בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 
Yahrtzeits of our 

 ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְׂשָרֵאל
 י״א מרחשון
5703 - 5772 
1943 - 2011 

 ָׂשָרה and ֵאִליָהּו ֵמִאיר was born to ר׳ נָָתן ְצִבי זַַצ״ל
Finkel in Chicago, Illinois. He attended a local 
school and he had a ֶרִּבי. At the age of fourteen, 
he visited ֶאֶרץ יְִׂשָרֵאל. After ר׳ ֵליזֶער יּודל spoke 
to his father, he stayed an extra eight months 
to learn. At seventeen, he returned to learn in 
 ,for six years ְּבַהְתָמָדה and learned יְִׁשיַבת ִמיר

completing ַׁש״ס each year. In 1964, he married  ר׳ ִּבנְיִָמין ֵּבינּוׁש
 and together they had eleven ֵלָאה ,s daughter’ִפינקֶעל
children. ר׳ נָָתן ְצִבי began giving ִׁשעּוִרים in the יְִׁשיָבה in 1965. 
In 1990, he was appointed רֹאׁש יְִׁשיָבה together with ר׳ ְרָפֵאל 
Shmuelevitz. On top of his ִעּיּון ִׁשעּור, he also gave ִׁשעּוִרים in 
 to enhance the ְּבִחינֹות He developed .ַעּמּוד ַהיֹוִמי ִעם ִראׁשֹונִים

 and on a similar level to ,ַּתְלִמיִדים of his ַּגְׁשִמּיּות and רּוָחנִּיּות
the Ponovezher ָרב, he built ּתֹוָרה in ֶאֶרץ יְִׂשָרֵאל. 

  

 
 

 

Understanding Davening 
 לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

…ַיַעְנ� ד׳ ְּביֹום ָצָרה…ַלְמַנֵּצחַ   
For the Conductor, [a psalm of ָדִוד]: May ד׳ answer you on 

the day of distress…  
This piece of davening is skipped on special days (such as 
 since it would be inappropriate to call these days (רֹאׁש חֶֹדׁש
 on the day of distress. This teaches us an - ְּביֹום ָצָרה
important message about the rest of the days of the year. 
Most days are referred by Vָדִוד ַהֶמֶל as being ְּביֹום ָצָרה. While 
we may be totally unaware of it, ד׳ is actually protecting us 
from all types of ָצרֹות, everyday. We sometimes do not 
realize that ד׳ is silently answering our prayers while we 
think everything is just going ‘normal’. Now, when  ְּכַלל
 is going through very trying times, it is easier to יְִׂשָרֵאל
understand ְּביֹום ָצָרה. Each ְּתִפָּלה we daven is heard and every 

one of them silently protects ְּכַלל יְִׂשָרֵאל from the 
 

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Adapted from: The Pleasant Way 
(with kind permission from Rabbi Sholom Smith) 

ֶאל ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר ַאְרֶאָּך … ַויֹאֶמר ד׳ ֶאל ַאְבָרם ֶלV ְל_     
 Hashem said to Avram, “Go for yourself � to the land that I will show you” (ְּבֵראִׁשית יב:א). 
 commanded him to cut his ties with his birthplace and family and ד׳ .was faced with a difficult test ַאְבָרָהם 
head to an as-yet-unspecified land. ַרִׁש״י on this ָּפסּוק asks, why did ד׳ command ַאְבָרָהם to go, without telling ַאְבָרָהם 
precisely where it was that He wanted him to go? 
 also ד׳ .s eyes’ַאְבָרָהם wanted his arrival at the final destination to be precious in ד׳ explains that ַרִׁש״י 
wanted to reward ַאְבָרָהם for every word of ד׳ that he obeyed. 
 The Steipler Gaon זַַצ״ל, in ִּבְרַכת ֶּפֶרץ, offers an important insight. Unaware of when it would end, every 
step of ַאְבָרָהם’s journey was an act of faith. When he finally did arrive at his destination, ֶאֶרץ ְּכנַַען, his joy and 
appreciation were far greater than they would have been if he had received the complete directions initially. The 
Steipler applies this concept to ִלימּוד ַהּתֹוָרה. If one struggles to understand a piece of ְּגָמָרא and the meaning is 
obscure, he may feel frustrated. However, if he works to resolve the difficulty, when he finally does solve the 
problem, his joy is very great, much more than it would have been if he had understood it immediately. 
 This motivating thought will help those for whom learning and understanding ּתֹוָרה comes with great 
effort. If one fights the discouraging feelings, he will ultimately succeed. The energy used in struggling to 

understand ּתֹוָרה will strongly impress the ּתֹוָרה on one’s memory. 
 R' Shlomo Heiman זַַצ״ל once came to R' Baruch Ber זַַצ״ל’s home and found him dancing around the 
table with some of his students. As it was an ordinary weekday, he was curious as to what event had motivated 

this dancing. A ַּתְלִמיד explained to R' Shlomo that for the past few days their ֶרִּבי had struggled to understand the 
meaning of a comment of the ַרְׁשָּב״א, but he was unable to fully comprehend exactly what the ַרְׁשָּב״א was trying to 
convey. Then, in a conversation with a ַּתְלִמיד, the ַרְׁשָּב״א’s intent suddenly became clear. Ecstatic that, at last, he 
had an understanding of the ַרְׁשָּב״א’s intent, the ֶרִּבי grabbed hold of his students’ hands and danced around the 
table! 
 R' Baruch Ber’s ִׂשְמָחה, joy, left an everlasting impression on R' Shlomo. He had merited to witness R' 
Baruch Ber’s joy in acquiring ּתֹוָרה knowledge. No joy in the world could ever compare to the spiritual joy R' 
Shlomo had seen that day! 
           The lesson learned from this episode is not limited to ּתֹוָרה study. It extends to any matter with which one 

struggles to achieve a goal. One should realize that his success will be far greater specifically because of 
all the difficult obstacles he encountered along the way.  

 

 

In the last year of his life, 
when the יְִׁשיָבה suffered from 
major money shortfalls,  ר׳ נָָתן
 ,ִמיר of רֹאׁש יְִׁשיָבה ,זַַצ״ל Finkel ְצִבי
traveled to Baltimore to 
fundraise. During his trip,  ר׳ נָָתן
 and יְִׁשיַבת נֵר יְִׂשָרֵאל  spoke in ְצִבי
ended his ְּדָרָׁשה by offering 
monies to anyone who could 
match a program he has in his 
own יְִׁשיָבה: learn 12 hours daily 
through the end of ר׳ נָָתן ְצִבי .זְַמן 
lovingly explained, “I saw 
people who love to learn. This 
will be a ִחּזּוק until סֹוף זְַמן. It was 
too good a deal to pass up!”  
 !kept his word ר׳ נָָתן ְצִבי

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל
 לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל

 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א

 ר׳ נָָתן ְצִבי ִפינקֶעל זַַצ״ל

 

PAI NEWS 
 

Due to tragic events taking 

place in ארץ ישראל and around 

the world, please try to say 

extra תהלים for אחינו בני ישראל in 

all of our תפלות and before/

after all of our learning and 

doing מצות. Every תפלה counts! 

In the זכות of the collective 

  

 

 

 
 This week’s learning program is dedicated 

 לרפואה שלמה לר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה שליט״א

 This week’s issue is dedicated: 

(יארצייט י״ג מרחשון)לע״נ ר׳ יחיאל בן ר׳ אריה ז״ל   
 נדבת נכדם משפחת קלאהר
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 :Questions of the week ַרִׁש״י 

1. What event made believers out of those nations that were skeptical that 

 ?אּור ַּכְׂשִּדים was saved from the fiery furnace at ַאְבָרָהם
2. Who informed ַאְבָרָהם of לֹוט’s capture and what motivated this person to 

do so? 

Answers 

1. The miraculous emergence of ְסדֹום Vֶמֶל from the lime pit in ֵעֶמק ַהִּׂשִּדים 
convinced the skeptics of that time of the existence of a universal power that 
was capable of effecting (14:10 — ד״ה ֶּבֱאֹרת ֶּבֱאֹרת) נִִסים. 

 would be ַאְבָרָהם hoping that ,ַאְבָרָהם who escaped from the war, informed ,עֹוג .2
killed in battle, so that he could marry (14:13 — ד״ה ַוָּיֹבא ַהָּפִליט) ָׂשָרה. 
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 � on that very day� (ְּבֵראִׁשית יז:כג)  ְּבֶעֶצם ַהיֹום ַהזֶה                            …  
 On the very day that he was commanded [to perform the ְּבִרית ִמיָלה] � 

he was not afraid of the heathens nor of the scoffers � (ַרִׁש״י) 
 ,that very day הקב״ה hurried to do as he was commanded by ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו 
without any fear of what others might say so that his enemies and/or advisors 
should not say, “Had we seen him, we would have stopped him.”  

☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ 
 The following incident was told by R' Shlomo Brevda, who heard it 
from Rebbetzin Greineman, the Steipler’s sister-in-law. It is a tribute to the 
Steipler Gaon זַַצ״ל’s determination regarding the sanctity of ַׁשָּבת. 
 R' Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky, זַַצ״ל, also known as the Steipler Gaon, 
was about to become engaged to the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש’s sister. But before he determined 
to make her his ַּכָלה, he felt that it was important to share with her an episode 
that took place while he was in Siberia. 
 Aside from the bitter cold and the frosty blinding snow, the 
backbreaking forced labor in the Russian army in Siberia required pure brute 
force. The Steipler had been inducted into the army against his will; yet, 
regardless of the terrible conditions in Siberia and the impossible work, he 
knew in his heart that only one task mattered — serving the Master of the 
world. He would do whatever was needed to accomplish that task. 
 One of the first obstacles the Steipler Gaon had to overcome was the 
army system itself — the ordinances dictated that everyone must work 7 days 
each week. To the Steipler, that rule was absolutely unacceptable. He 
approached the officer who was in charge, a brutal, anti-Semitic ogre, and 
asked to be granted a furlough every Saturday. The official paused for a 
moment and then he emitted a wicked laugh. Immediately, he answered that he 
would grant the request on one condition: the Steipler first had to prove himself 
to be a valiant warrior. He quickly ordered his men to form two rows and arm 
themselves with truncheons. The young Steipler watched the soldiers move 
into formation and heard the words of the evil officer, “Kanievsky, here is the 
deal. If you are able to make it through these lines and survive the blows from 
my officers, then you may rest on your Holy Sabbath. However, if you don’t — 
�” His voice trailed off, and he belted out a hearty laugh. Clearly he was 
enjoying his little game. 
 The Steipler did not flinch. Instead he quietly whispered a heartfelt 
prayer to הקב״ה to help him survive this difficult test. He knew that he could give 
up and the game would be over. But if he admitted defeat, then his attempt to 
be released from working on ַׁשָּבת would be over. The guards motioned to their 
commanding officer that they were ready: the officer and his comrades then 
stood back to watch the fun. 
 The Steipler approached the path and again murmured one last plea. 
He held his hand over his head and ran between the rows of guards. With all 
their might they began to pummel him and beat him incessantly. The pain was 
unbearable, but the Steipler persisted and trudged forward. Blood trickled into 
his eyes but he continued to move forward. Step by step he inched ahead until 
finally he reached the end of the treacherous path.  He collapsed at the finish 
line. Nobody offered to help him get up from the ground, but it did not matter 
because he had survived. As he lay there a smile formed on his lips. He had 
won. He was in incredible pain — but he had won! The ַׁשָּבת was still holy and he 
would be able to observe it. The commanding officer grudgingly informed him 
that he would not have to work on Saturday. 
  The Steipler finished relating his tale to his ַּכָלה. He explained to her 
that this was his level of ְמִסיַרת נֶֶפׁש. “The blows had hurt but I was happy to have 
had the privilege to suffer for the sake of the ַׁשָּבת.” He then asked her if she was 

prepared to join him in his continuous sacrifice for ּתֹוָרה. She replied 
 affirmatively, and they became ָחָתן ְוַּכָלה. 

 
* The ָחֵפץ ַחּיִים offers another example of the 3rd argument of the יֵֶצר ָהָרע to 

shirk away from lending money  a person reasoning that they —  —ַטֲענַת ָּפטּור 

have an exempt status for lending monies: Remembering a previous bad 

experience of extending a loan and losing the money because of an unscrupulous bor-

rower. The ָחֵפץ ַחּיִים explains that this argument also has no feet. It is illogical that 

everyone can fall under the category of א יְַׁשֵּלםwֶוה ָרָׁשע ְוw, borrowing without intent to 

repay, without any  previous past experience.  

A Loving Kindness Moment:  חלק ב׳ פרק ט׳ —ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד  

The ָחֵפץ ַחּיִים elaborates further: in a case where the reason that you were not paid was due to a financial 
downturn and the poor person now offers to secure the loan with a ַמְׁשּכֹון, collateral, then you would then 

you would still have a ִחּיּוב to assist even the person who did not pay you back in the past.  

  

Living with the Torah 
Resilience and Resolve 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (With kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of 
the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
 ִהְלכֹות ִעְנָיֵני ְדיֹוָמא: ַמִּׁשיב ָהרּוַח ּומֹוִריד ַהֶּגֶׁשם

• There is an opinion that one can resolve any doubts regarding  ַמִּׁשיב
ְמַחּיֶה  :by saying 90 times (ְׁשמֹונֶה ֶעְׂשֵרה repeating — נּוָסח ַאְׁשְּכנַז) ָהרּוחַ 
 .ֵּמִתים ַאָּתה ַרב ְלהֹוִׁשיַע ַמִּׁשיב ָהרּוַח ּומֹוִריד ַהֶּגֶׁשם ְמַכְלֵּכל ַחּיִים ְּבֶחֶסד

• The ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר adds that ְלַכְּתִחָלה one should say the above phrase 100 
times. 

   
Every ֹראׁש ַהָׁשָנה, the ֹראׁש ְיִׁשיָבה of ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי ,ִמיר Finkel ַזַצ״ל, 
would speak in each of the three ָּבֵּתי ִמְדָרִׁשים where the ְיִׁשיָבה 
held ִמְנָיִנים, addressing thousands of ִמְתַּפְלִלים between the three 

locations. On the last ֹראׁש ַהָׁשָנה of his life, he rose to the podium 

in each ֵּבית ִמְדָרׁש and said, “People want to know what ַּכָװנֹות, 

heavenly thoughts, they should have during ְּתִקיַעת ׁשֹוָפר. You 

want to know what you should think about during ְּתִקיעֹות? 

        ”!Think about someone else ― טרַאכט װֶעגן יֶענֶעם!

Sage Sayings 
Source: Rav Nosson Tzvi (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 

 
 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
Story adapted from a speech by Rabbi Shmuel Bloom שליט״א 

Dear Talmid, 
  R' Noson Tzvi Finkel זַַצ״ל, the רֹאׁש יְִׁשיָבה of ִמיר יְרּוָׁשַליִם, had 

given an awe-inspiring ְדָרָׁשה at a יְַרֵחי ַּכָלה. Every ounce of R' Noson Tzvi’s 
strength was expended as he spoke. Because he was physically challenged, 

every word was carefully measured. After R' Noson Tzvi finished, he left 

immediately to go on a trip to America. 
 R' Don Segal was the next speaker.  He began his ְדָרָׁשה by 

exclaiming, “ַרּבֹוַתי, let me explain to you what you have been זֹוֶכה to have 

witnessed today.” He then proceeded to explain his introductory remarks 

by relating the following episode:  
 The Brisker Rov once called upon the head of the ַוַעד ַהיְִׁשיבֹות, 

R' Tanenbaum, on ֶעֶרב יֹום ִּכּפּור. The Brisker Rov was quick to get to the 
point. He asked R' Tanenbaum to use his political influence to procure a 

deferment from the army for a certain individual. 
 Since it was ֶעֶרב יֹום ִּכּפּור, R' Tenenbaum respectfully told the ָרב 
that many of his key contacts had already left their offices for the day. He 

reassured the ָרב, however, that he was confident that after יֹום ִּכּפּור, he 

would be successful. The ָרב then made a telling comment, “ דּו קֶענסט, ָאּבֶער

 ”!You are able to do it, but you do not want to do it — דּו ִװילסט נִיׁשט!
 R' Tenanbaum reevaluated the situation and somehow, by 

exerting extraordinary efforts, he was able to get the deferment signed 

before יֹום ִּכּפּור. His determination had made it happen! 
 R' Don Segal then continued. “ַרּבֹוַתי, R' Noson Tzvi Finkel 

 Physically, he should .ִׁשעּור has many good excuses not to give a ,ְׁשִליָט״א
be bedridden; however, because of R' Finkel’s utter willpower, he is 

performing super human feats every single day! 
 My ר׳ נָָתן ְצִבי זַַצ״ל ,ַּתְלִמיד’s life was an everlasting lesson that 

success in ּתֹוָרה is related to one ingredient: effort. His spiritual energy was 

so strong and insatiable that he was זֹוֶכה to set in motion and build the 

largest ָמקֹום ּתֹוָרה in the world! 
     יְִהי זְִכרֹו ָּברּו,!

 ֶרִּבי Your                         ,ְּביְִדידּות
 

 

 

 


